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ADVERTISEMENT. 


XHE  present  Volume  comprises  the  Period  from  the  Opening  of  the 
Sixth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  in  October  1722,  to  the  16th  Day  of 
March  1733.  The  Materials  have  been  principally  collected  from  the 
following  Works : 

1.  The  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

2.  The  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
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4.  The  Historical  Register. 
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May  24.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  522. 

Jan.  17.  On  Opening  the  Session,  323. 

May  15.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  567. 

George  the  Second. 

June  27.  On  his  Accession  to  the  Crown,  595. 

July  6.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  606. 

Jan.  27.  On  Opening  the  Session,  634. 
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[Xmij’i  Speeches  continued.] 

1729.  Jan.  21.  On  Opening  the  Session,  653. 
May  14.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  760. 

1730.  Jan.  13.  On  Opening  the  Session,  764. 
May  15.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  828. 

1731.  Jan.  21.  On  Opening  the  Session,  831. 
May  7.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  862. 

1732.  Jan.  13.  On  Opening  the  Session,  864. 
June  I . At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  1 166. 

1733.  Jan.  16.'  On  Opening  the  Session,  1 168. 


Y.  KING'S  MESSAGES. 

George  the  First. 

1722.  Nov.  16.  Concerning  the  Pretender's  Declaration,  47. 

1725.  Feb.  9.  Concerning  the  Masters  in  Chancery,  415. 

10.  For  the  Maintenance  of  eleven  Ministers  of  the  New  Churches, 
415.  - 

April  8.  Relating  to  the  Civil  List  Debts,  453. 

1726.  Mar.  24.  For  au  Additional  Number  of  Seamen,  516. 

George  the  Second. 

1728.  May  6.  For  a Vote  of  Credit,  666. 


VI.  LISTS. 

1722.  Oct.  9.  Of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Sixth  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  1. 

Of  the  Sixteen  Peers  of  Scotland,  21. 

1728.  Jan.  23.  Of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Seventh  Parliament  of  Great 

Britain,  608.  'v 

Of  the  Sixteen  Peers  of  Scotland,  628. 

1729.  Apr.  23.  Of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who  voted  for  and 

against  granting  115,000/.  for  making  good  the  Arrears  of 
the  Civil  List,  703. 

1733.  Mar.  14.  Of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  voted  for  and 
against  Sir  Robert  Walpole’s  Excise  Scheme,  1308. 


VII.  PETITIONS. 

1723.  Mar.  29.  Of  the  Bishop  of  Rochester  for  Directions  how  to  proceed  with 
regard  to  the  Bill  against  him  in  the  House  of  Commons,  209. 
April  3.  Of  the  Bishop  of  Rochester,  complaining  of  Violence  being 
used  in  searching  him  in  the  Tower,  2X3. 

1725.  Jan.  23.  Of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and- Lord  Morpeth,  complaining  of  the 
Deficiency  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Masters  in  Chancery,  414. 
ApV.1 120. " Of'H^iify  late 
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[Petitions  continued.'] 

1729.  Feb.  21.  Of  ihe  American  Merchants,  relating  to  the  Depredations  of 
the  Spaniards,  682. 

Mar.  13.  Of  the  Portuguese,  Spanish,  and  Italian  Merchants,  relating  to 
the  Depredations  of  the  Spaniards,  633. 

1730-  Feb.  26.  Against  the  Renewal  of  the  East  India  Company’s  Charter,  800. 

173L  Feb.  23.  From  the  Sugar  Colonies  in  America,  8 56'. 

May  3.  Against  the  Charitable  Corporation,  S6l. 

1732.  Feb.  3.  From  the  Proprietors  of  the  Charitable  Corporation,  complain- 
ing of  the  Mismanagement  of  their  Directors,  936. 


VIII.  PROTESTS. 

1722.  Oct.  11.  Against  the  Bill  for  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  30. 

26.  Against  the  Committal  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to  the  Tower 

on  a Suspicion  of  High  Treason,  44. 

1723.  Jan.  21.  Concerning  the  printing  of  Layer’s  Trial,  55,  58. 

On  a Motion  passing  in  the  Negative,  for  the  Judges,  Counsel, 
&c.  concerned  in  Layer’s  Trial  to  attend  the  House,  56. 

29.  Relating  to  the  above  Protest,  57. 

Relating  to  the  Conspiracy,  60. 

Feb.  16.  Against  the  Number  of  Land  Forces  for  the  Year  1723,  60. 
Mar.  9.  On  the  Attendance  of  Pancier  and  Skeene  on  account-  of  Lord 
Strafford  and  Lord  Kinnoul  being  mentioned  in  Pancier’s 
Deposition  to  be  concerned  in  the  Conspiracy,  201. 

21 . On  Plunkett’s  Attendance  being  refused,  207. 

29.  On  the  Bishop  of  Rochester’s  making  his  Defence  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  210. 

April  5.  On  the  Bishop  of  Rochester’s  Petition,  complaining  of  Violence 
being  used  in  searching  him  in  the  Tower,  214. 

27.  Against  passing  the  Bill  against  Plunkett,  237. 

May  2.  On  a Motion  to  resolve.  That  certain  Letters  were  not  dictated 
by  the  Bishop  of  Rochester  to  Kelly,  passing  in  the  Nega- 
tive, 242. 

Against  passing  the  Bill  against  Kelly,  258. 

7.  Against  a Resolution  to  suffer  no  farther  Inquiry  into  the 
Secretary  of  State’s  Warrants  for  intercepting  Letters,  262. 
11.  On  a Motion,  That  Kelly  be  examined  at  the  Bar  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  relating  to  the  Bill  against  the  Bishop  of  Rochester, 
passing  in  the  Negative,  290. 

25.  Against  passing  the  Bill  for  inflicting  Pains  and  Penalties  on 

the  Bishop  of  Rochester,  347. 

1724.  Mar.  16.  Against  the  Mutiny  Bill,  392. 

1725-  Apr.  13.  Against  the  Bill  for  regulating  Elections  in  London,  455. 

16.  Against  passing  the  Civil  List  Bill,  459. 

26.  Against  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield  being  tried  at  the  Bar  of  the 

House  of  Lords,  463. 

May  3.  Against  passing  a Bill  to  disarm  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland, 
4#6. 

27.  On  a Motion  for  disabling  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield  from  hold- 
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[Protest s continued .] 
1725.  May  27. 


23. 

24. 

1728.  Feb.  17. 


Apr.  20. 
1727.  Jan.  24. 


Apr.  18. 
1729.  Mar.  21. 


Apr.  17. 


May  10. 

12. 

1730.  Jan.  27. 
Mar.  19. 

21. 

22. 

Apr.  17. 

1731.  Feb.  20. 

1732.  Feb.  17. 
Mar.  29. 


On  a Motion  to  incapacitate  the  said  Earl  from  sitting  in  Par- 
liament, &c.  passing  in  the  Negative,  473. 

Against  committing  the  Bill  in  favour  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  478. 

Against  passing  the  said  Bill,  479. 

On  a Motion  for  a Clause  to  be  added  to  the  Address,  relating 
to  the  King’s  German  Dominions,  passing  in  the  Negative, 
511. 

On  a Message  from  the  King  for  an  Additional  Number  of 
Seamen  being  sent  to  the  Commons  only,  519. 

Against  a Resolution  approving  of  the  Measures  taken  with 
respect  to  Spain,  542. 

Against  rejecting  a Motion  for  an  Address  to  the  King,  to 
make  farther  Instances  with  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the 
States  General  for  their  more  entire  concurrence  with  hit 
Majesty,  545. 

On  a Motion  for  a farther  Consideration  of  the  King's  Speech 
passing  in  the  Negative,  546. 

On  the  Vote  of  Credit,  565. 

On  a Motion,  That  the  King  of  Spain  be  obliged  to  renounce 
his  Claim  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  passing  in  the  Nega- 
tive, 696. 

On  a Motion  to  resolve.  That  Admiral  Hosier’s  Expedition 
was  an  unreasonable  Burthen  upon  the  Nation,  passing  in 
the  Negative,  701. 

On  a Motion  for  supplying  the  Deficiencies  in  the  Civil  List, 
756. 

Against  passing  the  Clause  for  granting  115,000/.  to  the 
King,  759. 

Against  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  775. 

On  a Motion  for  a List  of  Pensioners  passing  in  the  Negative, 
792. 

On  a Resolution  against  Committing  the  Pension  Bill,  794. 

On  the  rejection  of  the  Pension  Bill,  797. 

Against  the  Mutiny  Bill,  826. 

On  a Motion,  That  the  Maintenance  of  12,000  Hessian  Troops 
was  burthensome  and  unnecessary,  passing  in  the  Nega- 
tive, 827. 

On  the  Rejection  of  the  Pension  Bill,  855. 

On  the  Rejection  of  the  Pension  Bill,  992. 

On  rejecting  a Motion  to  exempt  from  the  Duty,  Salt  used 
for  Manure,  1057. 

On  rejecting  a Motion  to  exempt  from  the  Duty,  Salt  used  for 
victualling  Ships,  1058. 

On  rejecting  a Clause,  For  restraining  any  Officer  of  the  Salt 
Duty  from  being  concerned  in  Elections,  1058. 

Against  passing  the  Salt  Bill,  1061. 

Against  passing  the  Mutiny  Bill,  1260, 
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1733.  Mar.  8. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


1723..  Feb.  l. 

27. 
Mar.  1 . 

Apr.  23. 
1724.  Nov.  20. 
1729.  Feb.  25. 

Feb.  22. 

1732.  Mai-.  13. 

Apr.  IS. 
Apr.  20. 


IX.  REPORTS. 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  concerning  the 
Project  commonly  called  •*  The  Harburgh  Lottery,” 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  pretended  Privileged  Places,  88. 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  appointed  to  ex- 
amine Christopher  Layer  and  others,  touching  the  Conspi- 
racy, 95. 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  relating  to  the  Con- 
spiracy, 216. 

Of  Precedents  of  Punishments  for  Breach  of  the  Privileges  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  410. 

Of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Stale 
of  the  Gaols  of  this  Kingdom,  706.  Second  Report,  731. 
Third  Report,  803. 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  appointed  to  in- 
spect and  settle  the  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the  Officers  and 
Servants  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1002. 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  respecting  the 
Fraudulent  Sale  of  the  late  Earl  of  Derwentwater’s  Estate, 
1026. 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Fees  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  1071. 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  relating  to  the 
Charitable  Corporation,  1077. 


X.  OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 

PERSONS  FILLING  THE  SEVERAL  HIGH  OFFICES  IN  CHURCH  AND 
STATE  FROM  OCTOBER  THE  NINTH,  1722,  TO  MARCH  THE  SIX- 
TEENTH, 1733- 


1715. 

1713. 

1724. 


Archbishop  of  Canterbury , 
York  


William  Wake,  translated  from  Lincoln. 
Sir  William  Dawes,  bart  translated 
from  Chester. 

Lancelot  Blackburn,  translated  from 
Exeter. 


Btsaoes. 

J7I4.  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  John  Wynne. 

1727.  Francis  Hare. 

1731.  - Thomas  Tanner. 

1721.  -----  Bangor  Richard  Reynolds. 

1723.  -----  — William  Baker. 

1727.  - • - Thomas  Sherlock. 
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[Bishops  continued .] 

1703.  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Weils George  Hooper. 

1727-  ----- John  Wynne. 

1719. Bristol  Hugh  Boulter. 

1724.  - William  Bradshaw. 

1732.  - - Charles  Cecil. 

1722.  Chichester.  Thomas  Bowers. 

1724.  -----  Edward  Waddington. 

1731.  - - - Francis  Hare. 

1714- Coventry  and  Litch-  ) ctondl„. 

field  j 

1730.  - - - Richard  Smalbrooke. 

1712.  St.  David’s Adam  Ottley. 

1723.  - - - - Richard  Smalbrooke. 

1731.  - - - Elias  Sydall. 

1731.  - - - Nicholas  Clagett. 

1713.  - - - - - Ely William  Fleetwood. 

1723.  - - - Thomas  Greene. 

1716-  -----  Exeter  Lancelot  Blackburn. 

1724.  - - - - Stephen  Weston. 

1721.  - Gloucester Joseph  Wilcocks. 

1731.  - - - 1 Elias  Sydall. 

1721-  -----  Hereford  Benjamin  Hoadly. 

1723.  - - - Henry  Egerton. 

1706. Landaff  John  Tyler. 

1724.  - - - Robert  Ciavering. 

1729.  John  Harris. 

1715.  -----  Lincoln  Edmund  Gibson. 

1723.  -----  Richard  Reynolds. 

1713.  -----  London  John  Robinson. 

1723.  - <••••  Edmond  Gibson. 

1721.  -----  Norwich  Thomas  Green. 

1723.  John  Leng. 

1727.  - - - - - - William  Baker. 

1732.  Robert  Butts. 

1715. Oxford  John  Potter. 

1718. Peterborough White  Rennet. 

1728.  Robert  Clavering. 

1713. Rochester  Francis  Atterbury. 

1723.  -----  - Samuel  Bradford. 

1731.  Joseph  Wilcocks. 

1721. Salisbury  Richard  Willis. 

1723.  - nil 
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[Bishops  continued.'] 

1721.  Bishop  of  Winchester  

...  Charles  Trimnell. 

1723. 

— 

...  Richard  Willis. 

1717. 

...  John  Hough. 

1718. 

...  Samuel  Bradford. 

1723. 



...  John  Waugh. 

1713. 

...  Francis  Gastrell. 

1726. 



...  Samuel  Peploe. 

1722. 

-----  Durham 

...  William  Talbot. 

1730. 

.... , 

...  Edward  Chandler. 

Lord  High  Chancellors. 


1718 Thomas,  Lord  Parker,  May  12.  Created  Viscount  Parker  and 

Earl  of  Macclesfield,  November  5,  1721.  Resigned,  Janu- 
ary 4,  1725. 

1724-  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  kut.  Master  of  the  Rolls;  Sir  Jeffery  Gil- 

bert, knt.  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer;  and  Sir 
Robert  Raymond,  knt.  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  King’* 
Bench  ; Commissioner  of  the  Great  Seal,  January  7. 

1725 Sir  Peter  King,  knt.  Lord  Keeper,  June  1. 

1727 created  Baron  King  of  Ockham,  and  made  Lord 

Chancellor,  June  16. 


Principal  Secretaries  op  State. 


1721.  Feb.  8. 
Mar.  4-. 

1724.  April  1. 
1730.  May  8. 


Charles,  Viscount  Townshend,  vice  Lord  Stanhope. 

John,  Lord  Carteret,  afterwards  Earl  Grenville,  vice  Mr. 
Craggs. 

Thomas  Holies,  Duke  of  Newcastle,  vice  Lord  Carteret. 
William,  Lord  Harrington,  (afterwards  Earl  of  Harripgton,) 
vice  Lord  Townshend. 


Speakers  of  the  House  or  Commons. 


1722 The  Honourable  Spencer  Compton. 

1727 Arthur  Onslow,  esq. 


Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High 
Treasurer  of  England. 

GEORGE  THE  FIRST. 

1721.  April  3.  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
George  Baillie,  esq. 

Sir  Charles  Turner,  bart. 

Richard  Edgecumbe,  esq.  (afterward*  Lord  Edgecumbe.) 
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[ Commissioners,  fyc.  continued.'] 

1724.  Mar.  23.  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

George  Baillie,  esq. 

Sir  Charles  Turner,  bart. 

Hon.  Henry  Pelham. 

William  Yonge,  esq. 

1724.  April  2.  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

George  Baillie,  esq. 

Sir  Charles  Turner,  bart. 

William  Yonge,  esq. 

George  Doddington,  esq. 

1725.  May  27.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  K B.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Sir  Charles  Turner,  bart. 

Sir  William  Yonge,  K.  B. 

George  Doddington,  esq. 

Sir  William  Strickland,  bart. 

GEORGE  THE  SECOND. 

1727.  July  28.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  K.  G.  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Sir  Charles  Turner,  bart. 

George  Doddington,  esq. 

Sir  George  Oxendon,  bart. 

William  Clayton,  esq. 

1730.  May  11.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  K.  G.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
George  Doddington,  esq. 

Sir  George  Oxenden,  bart. 

William  Clayton,  esq.  (afterwards  Lord  Sundon.) 

Sir  William  Yonge,  K.  B. 

Master  op  the  Rolls. 

1717-  July  13.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll. 

Attorneys  General. 

1720.  May  9.  Sir  Robert  Raymond,  knt.  (afterwards  Lord  Raymond.) 

1723-  Jan.  31.  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  knt.  (afterwards  Earl  of  Hardwicke.) 

Solicitors  General. 

1719.  Mar.  22.  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  knt. 

1723.  Feb.  3.  Sir  Clement  Wearg,  knt. 

1726-  Apr.  23.  Charles  Talbot,  esq. 


X. 

INDEX 

OF  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  SPEAKERS  IN  BOTH 
HOUSES  OF  PARLIAMENT. 


Abingdon,  Earl  of,  1006. 

Anglesea,  Earl  of,  54. 

Argyle,  Duke  of,  334,  391,  537,  801, 
1241. 

Aston,  Sir  Thomas,  925,  1175,  1192, 
4265. 

Aylesford,  Earl  of,  1007. 

Bangor,  Bishop  of  (Dr.  Hoad  ley)  847. 
Barnard,  John,  502,  7s6,  892,'  927,  996, 
(Sir  John)  1170,  1174,  1199,  1200, 
1233,  1261,  1202,  1291,  1307,  1314. 
Bathurst,  Lord,  206,  332,  389,  519,  535, 
773,  1049,  1249. 

Bingley,  Lord,  539. 

Bladen,  Martin,  506,  919,  1000,  1198. 
Bond,  Denis,  942. 

Bootle,  Mr.  9!  2. 

Bristol,  Earl  of,  1260. 

Bromley,  W.  38. 

Cadogan.  Lord,  207. 

Carey,  Walter,  1195. 

Carteret,  Lord,  55,  389,  540,  831,  990, 
1040,  1061,  1251. 

Csesar,  Charles,  38. 

Chester,  Bishop  of,  (Dr.  Francis  Gastrell) 
308. 

Chesterfield,  Earl  of.  1236. 

Clayton,  Mr.  5 1 6,  1 024. 

Clutterbuck,  Mr.  809,  1180. 

Compton,  Spencer,  21,  23,  475. 

Conduit,  John,  1192,  1264 
Colton,  Sir  John  Hmde,  1306. 

Cowper,  S.  38. 

Cowper,  Earl,  204,  334,,  363, 

Croft,  Sir  Archer,  1 185. 

Danvers,  Joseph,  788,  874. 

Delawar,  Lord,  988.  1007. 

Doddington,  G.  B.  531,  1196. 

Drummond,  John,  928. 

Dundas,  Robert,  956. 

Erie,  Giles,  1001. 

Eyles,  Sir  John,  514,  1067. 

Falmouth,  Lord,  989. 

Fane,  F.  788,  18  . h i 


Finch,  Lord,  507. 

Finlater,  Earl  of,  334. 

Fitzwilliara,  Lord,  559. 

Friend,  Dr.  51. 

Gage,  Lord,  52,  1068. 

Gould,  John,  785. 

Gould,  Sir  Nathaniel,  645. 

Grant,  Sir  Archibald,  942. 

Hanmer,  Sir  Thomas,  531. 

Harcourt,  Lord,  210. 

Heathcote,  George,  837,  995,  1296. 
Hervey,  Lprd,  882. 

Hopkins,  Mr.  941. 

Iiungerford,  Mr.  405,  530,  564,  645. 
Jefferies,  Mr.  196. 

Jekyil,  Sir  Joseph,  38,  195,  362,  501, 
67  i.  1295. 

Ilay,  Earl  of,  861,  1007,  1051,  J259. 

Knight,  John,  1 170. 

Lawson,  Gilfrid,  216. 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid,  870,  1190. 

Lechinere,  Lord,  290,  334,  509,  510,  518, 
541,  544. 

Lutwyclie,  Thomas,  354. 

Methuen,  Paul,  461,  (Sir  Paul)  1285, 
1291. 

Miller,  Serjeant,  462. 

Montague,  Wortley,  785. 

Morpeth,  Lord,  380,  882,  1188; 

Newcastle,  Duke  of,  509,  992,  1048,  1061, 
1238. 

Noel,  Thomas,  897. 

Oglethorpe,  James,  216,  7-30,  875,  920, 
924,  927  , 939,  1000. 

Onslow,  Arthur,  52,  515,  029,  631,  922, 
1067,  1183. 

Oxenden,  Sir  George,  416. 

Oxford,  Earl  of,  1236. 

Pelham,  Henry,  404,497,  506,771,78 6, 
876,  892,  915,  931,  1187,  1^115,  1234. 


INDEX  OF  NAMES. 


Peugelly,  Thomas,  419. 

Perry,  Micajah,  918,919,  924,  995,  1234, 

' 1281. 

Peterborough,  Earl  of,  540. 

Plomer,  Walter,  419,  786,  887,  893,  914, 
915,923,  945,  1016,  1024,  1174,  1180, 
1194,  1327. 
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Parliamentary  History. 


9 GEORGE  TIIE  FIRST,  a.  d.  1722. 

First  Session  op  the  Sixth  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain. 

Meeting  of  the.  New  Parliament.]  October 
9,  1722.  This  day  the  New  Parliament  being 
met  at  Westminster  pursuant  to  the  proclama- 
tion for  that  purpose,  his  Majesty  came  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  with  the  usual  state  and  solem- 
nity, and  the  Commons  being  sent  for  up,  and 
attending,  bis  majesty’s  pleasure  was  signitied 
to  them,  by  the  Lord  Chaucellor,  that  they 
should  return  to  their  house  and  choose  a 
Speaker,  and  present  him  to  his  majesty  on 
Thursday  the  11th  instant. 

list  of  the  House  of  Commons.]  The  follow- 
ing is  a List  of  the  Members  of  the  Honse  of/ 
Commons : 

A List  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Sixth 
Parliament  of  'Great  Britain,  which  met 
at  Westminster,  October  9,  1722. 
Bedfordshire. 

Sir  Rowland  Alston,  Chnrles  Leigh. 

Bedford. 

William  Farrer, 

George  Huxley, — Made  a comraissionerof  the 
Victualling-oflice;  a new  writ  ordered,  May 
31,  1725.  He  was  afterwards  chosen  for 
Newport  iu  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

John  Thurloe  Brace. 


Buckingham. 

Alexander  Denton,— Made  a judge  of  the 
Common  Pleas:  a new  writ  ordered,  Octo- 
tober  15,  1722. 

William  Heathcote. 

Richard  Grenville, — Brother-in-law  to  lord 
Cobham : died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  21, 
1727. 

John  Fane. 

Chipping  Wicomb. 

Henry  lord  Snelbourn, 

Charles  Egertoh, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  21,  1726. 

Charles  Colly  ear,  Harry  Waller. 

Aylesbury. 

Richard  Abel, 

John  Guise, — Colonel  in  the  Guards. 

Agmondeshnm. 

Ralph,  vise.  Fermanagh- 

M.  Garrard  Drake,— Made  his  election  for  the 
county. 

Thomas  Chapman. 

Wendover. 

Richard  Hampden, — A teller  of  the  Exchequer. 

Sir  Richard  Steele, — Master  of  the  royal  com- 
pany of  comedians. 

Great-Marlm. 

Sir  John  Guise,  Edmund  Waller. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

Sir  John  Hynd  Cotton, 

Edward  lord  Harley, — Succeeded  his  father  as 
earl  of  Oxford ; a new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  12, 


Berkshire. 

Sir  John  Stonhouse,  Robert  Packer. 
Windsor. 

Charles  e.  of  Burford,— Succeeded  his  father 
as  duke  of  St.  Albans;  a new  writ  ordered, 


Mny  23,  1726. 

Lord  Vere  Beauclerk, 
Reuding. 
Anthony  Blagrave, 

Wallingford. 
William  Hocks, 

Abingdon. 
Robert  Hucks. 

Bucks. 

Sir  Thomas  Lee, 

Vol. 


Will.  e.  of  Incbiquin. 
Clement  Kent. 
George  lord  Parker. 

Mont.  Gerard  Drake. 


1724. 

Samuel  Shepherd. 

XJniv.  of  Cambridge. 

Thomas  Willoughby,  Dixie  Windsor. 

Town  of  Cambridge. 

Sir  J.  Hynd  Cotton,— Made  his  election  for  th« 
county. 

Gilbert  Affleck,  Tlio.  Sclater  Bacon. 

Cheshire. 

Chnrles  Cholinondeley, 

John  Crew  Offley,— A gentleman  of  the  Privjr 
chamber. 

Chester. 

Sir  Rich.  Grosvenor, — Died;  a new  writ  or- 
| dered,  Jan.  16, 1733. 


S]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 George  I.  1722.—. List  qf  the  House  of  Commons.  [4 


Sir  Rich,  Grosvenor,  Sir  Rob.  Grosvenor, 

SirTho.  Grosvenor, — Died ; u new  writ  order- 
ed, Feb.  22,  17S3. 

Cornwall. 

Sir  John  St.  Aubin,  Sir  William  Career. 

Launceston. 

John  Friend, — Nut  duly  elected,  but  he  was  re- 
cliosen  on  the  dentil  of  Mr.  Pendnrvis.  In 

1723,  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower  for 
high  treason,  but  discharged  without  trial. 

Alexander  Pendarvis.-^Died ; anew  writ  or- 
dered, March  17,  1725. 

John  Willes, — Made  second  justice  of  Chester; 
and  a new  writ  ordeied,  May  23,  1726.  He 
afterwards  was  chosen  for  Weymouth,  &c. 

John  Friend,  Henry  Vane. 

Leskard. 

John  Lansdell, — Deputy  treasurer  of  the  Ord- 

Edward  Elliot, — A commissioner  of  die  Victual- 
ling-olBce.  Died  ; a new  writ  ordered,  Oc- 
tober 17,  1722. 

Thomas  Clutterbuck, — Secretary  to  the  lord 
Carteret,  as  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Lestwithiel. 

Philip  lord  Stanhope, — Gentleman  of-  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  prince ; made  captain  of 
the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard,  and  a new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  27, 172-1. 

Will,  ini  of  Hartington, — Made  his  election  for 
Grampound ; a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  27, 

1724. 

Henry  Parsons, — Purveyor  of  Chelsea  hospital; 
made  a commissioner  of  the  VictuBlling-of- 
fice ; n new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  17, 1726.  He 
was  ufterwards  elected  for  Malden. 

Sir  Orlando  Bridgman,  Sir  W.  Stanhope. 

Spencer  Cowper,  Thomas  Wyndham. 

Bodmin. 

Richard  West, — Made  lord  chancellor  of  Ire- 
land; and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  May 
31, 1725,  be.was  re-elected,  and  died  ; a new 
writ  ordered,  Jan.  18,  1727. 

Isaac  Leheup, — Envoy  to  the  Diet  at  Ratisbon. 

John  Laroche. 

Helston. 

Walter  Cary, — One  of  the  clerks  of  the  council, 
made  warden  of  the  Mint ; and  a new  writ 
being  ordered,  May  31,  1725,  he  was  re- 
elected. 

Sir  Rob.  Raymond, — Made  a justice  of  the 
King’s-bench  : a new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  5, 
1724. 

Sir  Clement  Wearg, — His  majesty’s  solicitor- 
general;  died,  a new  writ  ordered,  May  3, 
1726. 

Exton  Sayer. 

Saltash. 

Edward  Hughes, — Advocate-general  of  the 
judge-marshal  of  the  army. 

Thomas  Swanton, — Comptroller  of  the  navy  : 
died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  24, 1728. 

Philip  Loyd. 

Camelford. 

Henry  e.  of  Drogheda,.  William  Sloper. 


West  Loot. 

Sir  John  Trelawney, — Gentleman  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  prince. 

George  Delaval, — Died  ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  9,  1724. 

Edward  Trelawney, — Made  a commissioner  of 
the  Victualling-offic  e ; and  a new  writ  being 
ordered,  Jan.  29,  1726,  he  was  re-elected. 

Grampound. 

William  marq.  of  Hartington, — Made  captain 
of  the  band  of  pensioners ; and  a new  writ 
being  ordered,  May  23,  1726,  lie  was  re- 
elected. 

Humphry  Morice. 

East  Looe. 

John  Smith, — Died  : a new  writ  ordered,  Jan. 
9,  1724. 

Horatio  Walpole, — Auditor  of  the  plantations, 
and  joint  secretary  of  the  Treasury  with 
William  Lowndes,  esq.  made  his  election  for 
Yarmouth,  Norfolk. 

George  vise.  Malpas, — Made  master  of  his  ma- 
jesty's robes:  and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
May  12,  1727,  he  was  re-elected. 

William  Lowndes, — Died  : a new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  23, 1724. 

Sir  Henry  Hoghton. 

Edward  Vernon,  Sidney  Meadows. 

Tregony. 

James  Cooke, 

John  Merril, — Deputy-cofTerer  of  the  house- 
hold. 

Bossiney. 

Robert  Corker, 

Henry  Kelsal,— A clerk  of  the  Treasury. 

St.  Ives. 

Sir  J.  Hobart,  Henry  Knollys. 

Forney. 

John  Goodall, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
March  3,  1725. 

Nicholas  Vinccut, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  1727. 

Will.  Bromley, jun.  Rich.visc.Fitzwilliams. 

St.  Germains. 

John  lord  Binny, — A commissioner  of  trade  in 
Scotland. 

Philip  Cavendish, — Treasurer  of  Greenwich 
hospital. 

St.  Michael. 

Charles  Selwyn, Gentleman-usher  to  the 

princess  of  Wales. 

John  Hedges. 

Newport. 

Sir  Nicholas  Morice, — A new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  9,  1726. 

Sir  William  Pole, — Made  his  election  for  Ho- 

Thotnas  Herbert,  John  Morice. 

St.  Maws. 

Sidney  Godolphin, 

Samuel  Travers, — Died : a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  20,  1726. 

Samuel  Molyneux. 

Kellington. 

Thomas  Lutwyche, -One  of  his  majesty's 

counsel  at  law. 
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Thomas  Copleston. 

Cumberland. 

Sir  Christ.  Musgrave,  Gilfred  Lawson. 

Carlisle. 

James  Bateman,  Henry  Agliouby. 

Cockermoulh. 

Sir  Thomas  Pengelly, — His  majesty’s  premier- 
serjeant,  made  lord  chief  baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer: a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  19,  1737. 

Sir  Wilfred  Lawson, — Groom  of  the  bedcham- 
ber to  his  majesty. 

William  Finch, — Envoy  extraordinary  to  the 
States  General. 

Sir  John  Curzon. 
Thomas  Bailey. 

Sir  Cop,W.Bampfylde. 
Francis  Drew. 

Tatness. 

Sir  Charles  Willes, — Colonel  of  the  first  regi- 
ment of  font  guards. 

Joseph  Banks. 

Plymouth. 

William  Chetwynd, — A lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Patee  Byng, — Made  treasurer  of  the  Navy; 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  April  18, 1734, 
he  was  re-elected. 

Oakhampton. 

Robert  Pitt,— Clerk  of  the  green-cloth  to  the 
rin.ee  of  Wales, 
n Crowley. 

Barnstable. 

Thomas  Whetham, — Lieutenant-general  of  his 
majesty's  forces,  and  colonel  of  a regiment  of 
foot. 

Sir  Hugh  Ackland. 

Vlympton. 

George  Treby, — Made  one  of  the  tellers  of  the 
Exchequer;  and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
April  9,  1724,  he  was  re-elected. 

Richard  Edgecumbe, — Made  joint-vice- trea- 
surer, receiver-general,  and  paymaster-gene- 
ral of  all  his  majesty's  revenues  in  Ireland  ; 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  April  9, 1724, 
lie  was  re-elected. 

Honiton. 

Sir  W.  Youge, — Made  a lord  of  the  Treasury, 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  April  2, 1724, 
be  was  re-elected. 

Sir  William  Pole. 

Tavistock. 

Sir  Francis  II.  Drake,  Sir  John  Cope. 

Ashburton. 

Richard  Reynel,  Roger  Tuckfield. 

Dartmouth. 

George  Treby, — Colonel  in  the  guards. 

Thomas  Martyn, — Made  one  of  his  mnjesty’s 
justices  for  the  counties  of  Carnarvon,  Me- 
rioneth. and  Anglesca ; and  a new  writ  being 
ordered.  May  2S,  1726,  he  was  re-elected. 

Beeealston: 

St.  John  Brodgrickj, . __  Vj  V , - . 


Derbyshire. 
Godfrey  Clarke, 

Derby. 

Lord  Jas.  Cavendish, 
Devonshire. 
Sir  Will.  Courtenay, 
Exeter. 

John  Rolle, 


Sir  John  Hobart, — Made  bis  election  f<fr  St. 

Ives.  A new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  24,-1724. 

Sir  Robert  Rich. 

Arthur  Arscot, 

Thomas  Bere, — Died : a new  writ  ordered, 
Jun.  20,  1726. 

George  Dean. 

Dorsetshire. 

T.  Strangcways,  jun. — Died:  a new  writ  or- 
dered, Jan.  18, 1727. 

George  Pitt,  jun.,  George  Chaffin. 

Poole. 

George  Trenchard,  Thomas  Ridge. 

Dorchester. 

Joseph  Darner, 

Ed.  Morton  Pleydell, — Not  duly  elected. 

William  Chappie. 

Lyme-Regis. 

Henry  Holt  Henley,  John  Burridge. 

Weymouth,  and  Melcombe-Regis. 

Sir  James  Thornhill, — His  majesty’s  serjeant- 
painter. 

William  Betts, 

John  Ward, — Expelled  the  house  for  forgery; 

a new  writ  ordered,  May  23, 1726. 

Thomas  Pearse, — Made  a commissioner  of  the 
navy  ; a dew  writ  ordered,  Jan.  17,  1727. 

John  Willes, — Second  justice  of  Chester. 

Edward  Tucker. 

Bridport. 

Sir  Dewy  Bulkelcy,  Peter  Walter. 

Shaftesbury. 

Edward  Nicholas, — Died;  a new  writ  ordered, 
April  27,  1726. 

Stephen  Fox,  Sir  Edw.  Dcsbouvcrie. 

War  chum. 

Sir  Edward  Ernie,  Joseph  Gascoigne. 

Corfc-Castle. 

Dennis  Bond,  John  Banks. 

Durham  County. 

Sir  John  Eden,  John  Hedworlb. 

Durham. 

Charles  Talbot,- — Son  to  the  bishop  ofDurliam7 
made  solicitor  general;  and  a new- writ  being 
ordered,  April  23,  1726,  he  was  re-elected. 
Thomas  Conyers. 

Essex. 

William  Harvey,  Robert  Ilonywood. 

Colchester. 

Sir  Thomas  Webster, 

Matthew  Martin, — East  India  director. 

Malden. 

Sir  John  Comyns, — Made  a baron  of  the  Ex-  ' 
chequer ; a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  17, 1727. 
Thomas  Bramston, 

Henry  Parsons, — Before  in  this  parliament  for 
Lestwitbiel. 

Harwich. 

Humphry  Parsons,  Sir  Philip  Parker. 

Gloucestershire. 

Kinard  Delabere,  Henry  Berkley. 

. Gloucester. 

Charles  Ilyeu, 

Jo£n  Siiell,— D^ed ; a iiew  writ  tjirdered  Jan. 
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Cirencester. 

Thomas  Master,  Benjamin  Bathurst. 

Tcicksbury. 

Thomas  vise.  Gage) 

George  Read, — Colonel  of  a regiment  of  foot, 
and  hrigndier-gooeral  of  liis  majesty's  forces. 
Rereeordshihe, 

Sir  E.  Goodere,  Veltere  Cornwall. 

Hereford, 

II.  R.  Wcstfaling, 

William  Mayo, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
March  21,  1^25. 

James  Walwyn. 

Leominster. 

Sir  George  Cnswall,  Sir  Archer  Croft. 

Weobly, 

•Nicholas  Philpott,  John  Biroh. 

HERTFORDSHIRE. 

Sir  T.  Sound.  Sebright,  Ralph  Freeman. 

St.  Albans. 

William  Clayton,— Auditor-general  to  the 

Srince.  afterwards  lord  Suudon. 
liam  Gore. 

Hertford. 

Charles  Caisar, — Not  duly  elected. 

Edward  Harrison, — Late  governor  of  Fort  St. 
George,  made  joint  pnst-inasier-gcntr.il ; a 
new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  17,  1727. 

Sir  Thomas  Clerke,  George  Harrison. 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

John  Bigg, 

E.  R.  vise.  Hinchinbrnke, — Colonel  of  n regi- 
ment of  foot,  fnther  of  John,  4th  earl  of 
Sandwich;  died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Oct. 
18.  1722. 

John  Pro  by. 

Huntingdon. 

Roger  Handaside,  Edward  Wortley. 

Kent. 

Sir  Edw.  Knatchbull,  Sir  Thomas  Twisden. 
Canterbury. 

Samuel  Milles,  Sir  Tliomns  Hales. 

Rochester. 

Sir  Thomas  Palmer, — Died;  a new  writ  order- 
ed, Jan.  6, 1721. 

Sir  John  Jennings, 

Sir  Thomas  Coleby, — A commissioner  of  the 

Jlf aids  tone. 

Sir  Tho.  Culpeper, — Died;  a new  writ  ordered, 
May  27,  1723. 

Sir  Barnliom  Rider,  John  Finch. 

Queenborough. 

John  Cope, — Lieutenant-colonel  of  the  first 
troop  nf  grenadier-guards. 

James  Littleton, — vice-admiral  of  the  white, 
and  late  commissioner  of  the  navv  at  Chat- 
ham; died,  a new  writ  ordered,  March  11, 
1723. 

George  lord  Forbes. 

Lancashire. 

Sir  John  Bland,  Richard  Shuttleworth. 

Preston. 

Thomas  Hesketb, 
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Daniel  Pulteney, — A lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
made  clerk  ot  the  council  in  Ireland;  mid  a 
new  writ  being  ordered,  May  7, 1726,  be 
was  re-elected. 

Lancaster. 

Sir  Thomas  La  wilier, 

William  Iieysham, — One  of  the  clerks  in  Chan- 
cery ; died,  a new  writ  ordered,  April  21, 
1727. 

Christopher  Tower, — Deputy-collector  inwards 
at  the  port  ofLondon. 

Newton. 

Sir  Francis  Leicester,  William  Shippen. 

Wigan. 

Sir  Roger  Bradsliaigh,  James  e.  of  Barrymore. 

Ctilhero. 

Nathaniel  Ctiraon,  Thomas  Lister. 

Liverpool. 

Sir  Thomas  Johnson, — Made  collector  of  the 
Customs  in  Raxahamnck  river,  in  Virgiuia  ; 
a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  23,  1723. 

William  Cleveland, — Died ; a new  writ  order- 
ed, Murch  31,  1724. 

Lungham  Booth, — Groom  of  the  bedchamber 
to  the  prince,  died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Nov. 
12,  1724. 

Thomas  Bootle,  Thomas  Brereton. 

Leicestershire. 

Lord  William  Manners, — Lord  of  the  bedcham- 
ber to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

Edmund  Morris. 

Leicester. 

Sir  George  Beaumont, 

Sir  Lawrence  Carter, — Serjeant  at  law,  and  so- 
licitor-general to  the  prince  of  Wales,  made 
a baron  of  the  Exchequer;  a new  writ  or- 
dered, Jan.  19,  1727. 

T.  Bootbby  Skrymsber. 

Lincolnshire. 

Henry  Heron, 

Sir  William  Massinherd, — Died,  a new  writ 
ordered,  Jnn.  13, 1724. 

Robeft  Vyner. 

Lincoln. 

Sir  John  Monson,  Sir  John  Tyrwhit. 

Boston. 

Henry  Pacey,  Richard  Ellys. 

Great  Grimsby. 

Charles  Pelham,  Benjamin  Collier. 

Stamford. 

Brownlow  Cecil, — Succeeded  to  the  title  of 
earl  of  Exeter,  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Oct.  15,  1722. 

William  Noel,  Charles  Bertie. 

Grantham. 

John  vise.  Tyrconnel,  Francis  Fisher. 

Middlesex. 

James  Bertie,  Sir  John  Austen. 

Westminster. 

Arch.  Hutcheson,  and  John  Cotton, — Election 
declared  void,  a new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  6, 
1722. 

George  lord  Carpenter, — Governor  of  Minorca 
aud  Port-Mahon,  colonel  of  a regiment  of 
dragoons,  and  general  of  ail  the  king’s  forces 
in  Scotland. 
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Charles  Montagu. 

Iomddn. 

Francis  Chilil,  * Riclinrd  Lockwood, 

John  Barnard, 

l'eter  Godfrey, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
Nov.  10.  1724. 

Sir  Riclinrd  Hopkins. 

Monmouthshire. 

Sir  Wm.  Morgan, — Lord  lieutenant  of  this 
county  and  of  Brecon. 

John  Hnnbiirv. 

Monmouth. 

Edward  Korneys. 

Norfolk. 

Thomas  de  Grey,  Sir  Thomas  Coke. 

Norwich. 

Waller  Bacon  Robert  Bridffe. 

L,,  -Regis. 

Sir  Charges  'urnn, 

Sir  Robert  Walpole. — Made  one  of  his  majes- 
ty's principal  secretaries  of  state;  nnd  anew 

_ Writ  being  ordered,  May  27,  1723,  he  was 

Great  Yarmouth. 

Charles  Townshend, — Called  up  to  the  House 
of  Peers  as  lord  Lynn  ; a new  writ  ordered, 
May  .27,  1723. 

; Horatio  Walpole,— Auditor  of  the  plantation 
accoinpis,  joint  secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
and  ambassador  extraordinary  to  the  cuurt 
of  France. 

William  Townsbeud. 

Thetford. 

Sir  Edmund  Bacon, — Of  Gillingham. 

Robert  Jacombe. 

Castle-rising. 

William  Fielding, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  19,  1724. 

Charles  Churchill, — Brigadier-general  of  his 
majesty's  forces,,  colonel  of  n regiment  of 
dragoons,  and  governor  of  Plymouth. 

Algernon  e.  of  Moutradi. 

North  amptonsb  ire. 

Sir  Justinian  Isliam,  Thomas  Cartwright. 

City  of  Peterborough. 

John  earl  Fitzwilliam,  Sidney  Wortley. 

Town  of  Huntingdon. 

William  Wilmer,  Edward  Montagu. 

. Brackley. 

Sir  Paul  Methuen,  William  Egerton. 

Highnm  Ferrers. 

Thomas  Wentworth, — Died,  anew  writ  order- 
ed, Jan.  9,  1724. 

John  Finch,— Solicitor-general  to  the  prince, 
made  one  of  his  majesty’s  counsel  at  law ; 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  Feb.  2,  1727, 
he  was  re-elected. 

Northumberland. 

Algernon  earl  of  Hertford, — Called  np  to  the 
House  of  Peers  as  lord  Percy,  upon  the 
death  of  his  mother;  a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  25, 172S. 

Sir  William  Middleton, 

William  Wrightson, — Not  duly  elected. 

Ralph  Jcnisoii.  . 
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Newrastle'vpon  Tyne. 

Sir  William  Blacket,  William  Carr. 

Morpeth. 

Henry  vise.  Morpeth, 

George  Carpenter, — Lieutenant-colonel. 
Berwick  upon  Tweed. 

Grey  Neville, Died;  a new  writ  ordered, 

April  29,  1723. 

Harry  Grey, 

William  Kerr, Colonel  of  dragoons,  and 

groom  of  the  bedchamber  to  the  prince. 
Nottinghamshire. 

Scroop  vise.  Howe,  Sir  Robert  Sutton. 

Nottingham. 

George  Gregory,  John  Plumptre. 

East  Retford. 

Thomas  White,  Patrick  Chaworth. 

Newark  upon  Trent. 

James  Pelhum, Secretary  to  the  duke  of 

Grafton,  as  lord  chamberlain. 

Ricliard  Sutton,— Envoy  extraordinary  to  the 
king  of  Prussia,  ami  the  landgrave  of  Hesse 
Cassel,  made  one  of  the  clerks  comptrollers 
of  his  majesty’s  household ; and  a new  writ 
being  ordered,  April  10,  1724f  he  was  re- 
elected. 

Oxon. 

Sir  R.  B.  Jenkinson,  Henry  Perrot. 

University  of  Oxford. 

George  Clark, 

William  Bromley, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  18,  1732. 

Oxford. 

Sir  John  Walter. — Died':  a new  writ  ordered, 
Oct.  15,  1722. 

Thomas  Rowney,  jun.  Francis  Knollys. 
Woodstock. 

Samuel  Trotman,  Sir  Thomas  Wheate. 

Banbury. 

Monoux  Cope.. 

Rutlandshire. 

Daniel  lord  pinch, — Made  comptroller  of  his 
majesty’s  household ; and  a new  writ'  being 
ordered.  May  25,  1725,  be  was  re-elected. 
Sir  Thomas  Mackworth. 

Salop. 

John  Kynaston,  Robert  Lloyd. 

Shrewsbury. 

Richard  Lister,  and  Corbet  ICynaston,— Both 
not  duly  elected. 

Orlando  Bridgman,  Sir  Richard  Corbet. 

Bridgnorth. 

William  Whitmore, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
May  31.  1725. 

Sir  John  Charlton,  John  Weaver. 

Ludlow. 

Abel  Kettleby, — Recorder  of  this  borough. 
Actuii  Baldwin, — Died;  a new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  2.  1727. 

Richard  Herherf. 

Great  Wenlock. 

Samuel  Edwards, — Deputy  teller  of  the  Excha- 
Sir  Humphry  Brigees. 
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Bowatcr  Vernon, — Not  duly  elected, 

Charles  Mason, 

Somersetshire. 

Sir  Win.  Wyndhuin,  Edward  Phclippj. 

Bristol. 

Sir  Abraham  Elton.  Joseph  Earle. 

Bath. 

John  Codrington, 

GeorgeWade, — Colonel  of  a regiment  of  horse, 
ana  commander  in  chief  of  the  land  forces  in 
' Scotland. 

Wells. 

Francis  Gwyn,  Thomas  Edwards,  jun. 

Taunton. 

John  Trenohard, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  9,  1724. 

Abraham  Elion,  James  Smytb. 

Bridgwater. 

G.  B.  Doddiugton, — Made  a lord 'of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  clerk  of  the  Pells  in  Ireland  ; 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  April  2, 1724, 
he  was  re-elected. 

Thomas  Palmer. 

Minehtud. 

Robert  Mansell, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
May  13, 1723. 

Thomas  Holes, — Clerk  of  the  green  cloth  to  the 
. prince. 

Francis  Whitworth. 

Ilchcster. 

Daniel  Moore, 

William  Burroughs, — Made  auditor  of  the  ac- 
comuts  on  leather  duties ; a new  writ  order- 
ed, Dec.  5,  1722. 

Thoipas  Pngctt. — One  of  the  grooms  of  the 
bedchamber  to  the  prince. 

Milbum  Pori. 

George  Speke,  Michael  Harvey. 

Southampton. 

Lord  Harry  Powlett, 

Lord  Nassau  Powlett, — Made  auditor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  and  a new  writ  being 
ordered,  Jan.  9,  1721,  be  was  re-elected. 

Winchester. 

Lord  William  Powlett,  George  Bridges. 

Southampton. 

Thomas  Missing, — Proveditor-general  for  Gib- 
raltar and  Port-Mabon. 

Thomas  Lewis. 

Portsmouth. 

Sir  John  Norris, — A lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
deputy  governor  of  Dover  castle,  and  admi- 
ral of  the  blue. 

Sir  Charles  Wager. 

Yarmouth. 

Thomas  Stanwix, — Died  j a new  writ  ordered, 
March  24, 1725. 

Maurice  Morgan,  Anthony  Morgan. 

Petersfield. 

Norton  Powlett, 

Edmund  Miller, — 'Made  one  of  the  barons  of 
the  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  a new  writ  or- 
dered, Jan.  17,  1727. 

Joseph  Taylor, — Not  duly  elected. 

Edmund  Miller,— Duly  elected. 
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Newport. 

Charles  earl  of  March, — Made  his  election  for 
Chichester. 

Charles  lord  Whitworth, — His  mnjesty’s ambas- 
sador and  pU-uinolentinry  nt  the  congress  of 
Cambray  ; died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Juu.  21, 
1726. 

Charles  Cadogan, — Colonel  of  a regiment  of 
foot,  succeeded  his  brother  the  earl  of  Cado- 
gan, ns  bnron  Cadogan  of  Oakley  ; a new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  21,  1727. 

George  Huxley, — Before  in  this  parliament  for 
Bedford. 

Sir  William  Willis. 

Stockbridge. 

‘Martin  Bladen, 

John  Clietwynd, — A commissioner  of  trade  and 
plantations. 

Newtown. 

Charles  Worsley,  William  Stephens. 

Christ-Church. 

Sir  Peter  Mew,— Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
March  29,  1726. 

Francis  Gwyn, — Mnde  his  election  for  Wells ; 
n new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  12,  1724. 

Jncob  Banks,  Edm.  I'rideaux  Gwyn. 

Lymington. 

Paul  Burrard, 

Lord  Harry  Powlett, — Made  bis  election  for 
the  county. 

Sir  Gilbert  fieathcote. 

Whitcdmrch. 

Thomas  Vernon, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  20,  1727. 

John  Conduit, — Mnde  master-worker  of  his 
majesty's  Mint,  and  a new  writ  being  order- 
ed, March  30,  1727,  he  was  re-elected. 

Thomas  Farrington. 

Andover. 

James  Brudenel,  William  Guidott. 

Staffordshire. 

Thomas  lord-Paget, — Lord  of  the  bedchamber 
to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

Will.  Levisoa  Gower. 

Litchfield. 

Waiter  Clietwynd, 

Richard  Plummer, — A commissioner  of  trade 
and  plantations. 

Stafford. 

Thomas  Foley, 

John  Dolphin, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Nov. 
12,  1724. 

Francis  Elde, — Master  in  chancery,  expelled 
the  House. 

Walter  vise.  Clietwynd. 

Newcastle  under  Line. 

Sir  Bryan  Broughton, — Died ; a new  writ  or- 
dered, Nov.  12,  1724. 

Sir  Walt.  Wag.  Bagot,  Tho.  Leveson  Gower. 

Tamworth. 

Francis  Willoughby, 

Samuel  Brncebridge, — Not  doly  elected. 

Richard  Swinfen, — One  of  the  gentlemen  of  his 
majesty's  privy  chamber;  died,  a new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  1727,  to  be  issued  out  to  the 
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sheriffs  of  Warwickshire  and  Staffordshire, 
being  in  both  counties. 

George  Compton. 

. Suffolk. 

Sir  Robert  Davers, — Died ; a new  writ  order- 
ed, Oct.  15,  1722. 

Sir  William  Barker,  Sir  Thotnns  Hanmer. 

Ipswich. 

Sir  William  Thompson, — Recorder  of  London, 
made  cursitor-bnron  of  the  Exchequer,  and  a 
new  writ  being  ordered,  May  24,  1726,  he 
was  re-elected. 

Francis  Negus. 

Dumcich. 

Sir  George  Downing, 

Edward  Vernon, — Made  his  election  for  Peu- 
ryn. 

Sir  John  Ward, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
March  28,  1726. 

Jghn  Sambroke. 

Orjord. 

Dudley  North,  William  Acton. 

Aldborough. 

Walter  Plumer,  Samuel  Lowe. 

Sudi/ury. 

William  Wyndham, — A colonel  in  the  army, 
made  lieutenant-governor  of  Chelsea  hospi- 
tal, and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  April  27, 
1726,  he  was  re-elected. 

John  Knight, Secretary  of  the  Leeward 

Islands. 

Eye. 

Sir  Spencer  Compton, — Made  his  election  for 
the  county  of  Sussex. 

Edward  Hopkins, — Made  master  of  the  revels 
in  Ireland  ; and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
Oct.  25,  1722,  he  was  re-elected. 

James  Cornwallis, — Commander  of  the  Griffin 
lire  ship. 

St.  Edmundsbury. 

Sir  Jermyn  Davers, 

James  Reynolds, — Serjeant  at  law,  and  recor- 
der of  this  borough,  made  one  of  the  justices 
of  the  King’s-bench ; a new  writ  ordered, 
March  17,  1725. 

John  lord  Hervey. 

Sir  Nicholas  Carew, — Died,  a new  writ  order- 
ed, March  27,  1727. 

Thomas  Scawen,  John 'Walter. 

Southwark. 

Edmund  Halsey, 

George  Meggot, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  9,  1724. 

John  Lade. 

Blechingly. 

Georgo  Evelyn, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
Nov.  12,  1724. 

Hen.  Arth.  Herbert,  William  Clayton. 

Ryegate. 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll, — Master  of  the  Rolls,  made 
first  lord  commissioner  for  the  custody  of  the 
great  seal ; and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
Jan.  13, 1725,  he  was  re-elected. 

James  Cock&-j„i£jd  inujt  digitised  h,  mb  l.'imcreii 
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Guilford. 

Arthur  Onslow,  Thomas  Broderick. 

Gallon. 

William  Newland,  Paul  Docminique. 

Haslemerc. 

James  Oglethorpe,  Peter  Burrel.  • 

Sussex. 

Sir  Spencer  Compton, 

Henry  Pelham, — A lord  of  the  Treasury,  mad* 
secretary  at  war,  and  a new  writ  being  or- 
dered, April  1,  1724,  be  was  re-elected. 

Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Miller, 

Charles  earl  of  March, — Succeeded  his  father 
as  duke  of  Richmond ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  9,  1724. 

Lord  William  Beauclerk, — Vice-chamberlain 
to  her  majesty. 

Horsham. 

Charles  Eversfield, 

Henry  Ingram, — Made  commissary  of  tho  pro- 
visions and  stores  at  Gibraltar ; and  a new 
writ  being  ordered,  Mny  10,  1727,  he  was 
re-elected. 

Midhurst. 

Alan  vise.  Middleton,  Bulst.  Peach.  Knight. 

Lewes. 

Thomas  Pelham, 

Henry  Pelham, t— First  cousin  to  the  duke  of 
Newcastle;  died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan. 
20,  1726. 

Sir  Nicholas  Pelham, — Great  uncle  to  theduke. 

Neto-Shoreham. 

Sir  Nath.  Gould, — Governor  of  the  Russia 
company. 

Francis  Cbamberlayne. 

Brambcr. 

SirRiehard  Gough, 

Will.  Cha.  Van  Huls, — Clerk-comptroller  of 
the  king’s  robes ; died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  8,  1723. 

David  Polbill. 

Steyning. 

John  Pepper, — Died;  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan. 
20,  1726. 

John  Gumley, — Made  commissary-general  of 
the  musters,  and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
Nov.  13,  1724,  he  was  re-elected. 

John  raarq.  of  Carnarvon, — Died;  a new  writ 
ordered,  April  17,  1727. 

William  Stanhope. 

East-Grinstead. 

John  Conyers, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
March  22,  1725. 

Sir  Spencer  Compton, — Made  his  election  for 
the  county. 

Edward  Conyers, 

Richard  vise.  Shannon, — Lieutenant-general  of 
his  majesty’s  forces,  and  colonel  of  horse. 

Arundel. 

SirT.  L.  Saunderson,  J.  vise.  Micklethwait. 

Warwickshire. 

William  Peytoe, 

Robert  Digby, — Died;  a new  writ  ordered, 
May  2,  1726. 

• 30<k(%rA;nj!8lv<.ibrary Digitisai™  thru  * 
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Coventry. 

Sir  Adolph.  Ouglituti, — LiciiteTutm-'crilonel  of 
tlie  second  regiment  of  Foot  Guards,  created 
n haronet  in  1718. 

John  Neale. 

Warwick. 

William  Culcmore,  jun. — Died,  a new  writ  or- 
dered, Nov.  9,  1722. 

Sir  Will.  fveyte,  Dodington  Grevile. 

WesTMORF.I.A'ND. 

Anthony  ‘Lowthor,— Made  one  of  the  eomrnis- 
niissioners  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland,  and  a 
new  writ  being  ordered,  May  23,  1726,  he 
was  re-elected. 

James  Grolmuy— Brother  to  the  viscount  Pres- 
ton in  Scotland. 

Appleby. 

Sir  Richard  Sanriford, — Died,  anew  writ  order- 
ed, April  10, 1723. 

James  Lowther,  Sackvillc  Tufton. 

Wiltshire. 

Sir  Richard  Hone, 

Robert  Hyde, — Died,  u new  writ  ordered,  Oct. 

, 15,  1722. 

Richard  Goddard. 

New  Sarum. 

Anthony  Duncomhe,  Francis  Kenton. 

Wilton. 

Robert  Herbert, — Made  one  of  the  grooms  of 
his  majesty's  bedchamber;  and  a new  writ 
being  ordered,  May  27,  1723,  he  was  re- 

Thomas  earl  ofLondonderry, — Governor  of  the 
Leeward  Islands,  colonel  of  a regiment  of 
foot. 

Down/on. 

John  Verney, — Made  one  of  the  Welsh  judges ; 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  Jan.  18,  1727, 
he  was  re-elected. 

Gyles  Eyre.  ^ 

Henry  Lud.  Coker,  Robert  Gray. 

Eiytesbury. 

Edward  Ashe, 

Pierce  A’eoutt, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
April  2,  1725. 

'Lord  Charles  Cavendish. 

Westbury. 

James  Bertie, — Mude  his  election  for  Middle- 

George  lord  Carbery.  Francis  Annesley. 

Colne. 

Ben.  Haskins  Styles, — Made  his  election  for 
Devries;  a new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  1,  1723, 
upon  the  petition  against  him  being  with- 
drawn. 

Georg.  Ducket, — Made  a commissioner  of  the 
Excise-  anew  writ  ordered,  Feb.  19,  1723. 

Edmund  Pyke  Heath,  Motth.  Ducie  Morton. 

Devisee. 

Sir  Joseph  Eyles,  Benj.  Haskin  Styles. 

Chippenham. 

Edwnrd  Roit, — Died,  a new -writ  ordered,  Jan. 
14,  1723. 

Tt"“  Mi, 


Malmesbury. 

Sir  J.  Uusliout,  and  Trevor  vise.  Hillsborough,— 
Both  not  duly  elected. 

Giles  Earle, 

John  Ferinor, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan. 
16,  1733. 

Charles  Stuart. 

CrickladH. 

Thomas  Gore, 

Sir  Thomas  Read, — Gentleman  or  the  privy 
chamber,  and  one  of  the  clorks  of  the  green 
■dloth  to  the  prince. 

Bedwin. 

Robert  Bruce,  Charles  Longuevillr. 

Ludgershall. 

J.  Richmond  Webb, — Died  ; a new  writ  order- 
ed, l>ec.  2,  1724. 

Anthony  Cornish,  Borlacc  Itichm.  Webb. 

Old  Sarum. 

Thomas  Pitt, — Died  ; a new  writ  ordered,  May 
19,  1726. 

Robert  Pitt, — Made  his  election  for  Oakhnmp- 

George  Pitt, 

George  Moreton  Pitt, — Made  register  of  the 
revenue  of  Excise ; a new  writ  ordered,  Jan. 
18,  1724. 

John  Pitt. 

Watt  on  Basset. 

Robert  Murray, — Colonel  of  a regiment  of 
foot. 

William  Chetwyud. 

Marlborough. 

Algernon  e.  of  Hertford, — Made  his  election 
for  the  county  of  Northumberland. 

Thomas  Gibson,  Gabriel  Roberts. 

Worcestershire. 

Sir  John  Packington, 

Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton. — Made  a lord  of  the 
Admiralty;  and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
May  12,  1727,  he  was  re-elected. 

Worcester. 

Thomas  Wylde,  Samuel  Sandys. 

Droiluich. 

Richard  Foley, 

Edward  Jefieryes, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  20.  1726. 

Thomas  Wilmington. 

Ever  sham. 

John  Rudge,  Sir  John  Rushout. 

Bemdley, 

William  Crew  Offley, — One  of  llie  gentlemen 
of  the  privy-chamber. 

Yorkshire. 

Sir  Arthur  Kaye, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  17,  1727. 

Cholmond.  Turner,-  Henry  vise.  Down. 

York. 

Sir  William  Milner, 

EdwaTd  Thompson, — Made  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  tlid  revenue  in  Ireland  ; nnd  a new 
wit  being  ordered,  May  31,  1725,  he  was 
re-elecied. 

Kingston  upon  Hull. 

Sir  Wm.  St.  Quintin,— Died,  a new  writ  or- 
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George  Crowle,  Nathaniel  Rogers. 

Knaresborough. 

Sir  Henry  Slingsby, 

Uicbard  Arundel, — Made  surveyor-general  of 
bis  ■ majesty's  works ; and  a near  writ  being 
ordered,  April  20,  1726,  he  was  re-elected. 

Scarborough. 

John  Hungerford, 

Sir  Win.  Strickland, — A commissioner  of  the 
revenue  in  Ireland,  made  a lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury; and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  March 
31, 1725,  he  was  re-eiected. 

liippon. 

John  Scrape, — One  of  the  barons  of  the  Exche- 
quer in  Scotland,  and  joint  secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

William  Aislabie, — Son  to  John,  sen. 

Richmond. 

John  York, 

Sir  Con.  D'Arcy, — Master  of  his  majesty's 
household. 

Hey  don. 

Daniel  Pulteney, — Made  his  election  for  Fres- 


William  Pulteney, 

Henry  Pulteney, — First  major  of  the  second 
regiment  of  foot  guards. 

Boroughbridge. 

James  Tyrrel, 

Sir  Conyers  D'Arcy, — Made  his  election  for 
Richmond. 

Joseph  Danvers. 

Hatton. 

Sir  T.  Wentworth, 

Sir  William  Strickland,— Died;  a new  writ  or- 
dered, Nov.  16,  1724. 

Henry  Finch. 

Think. 

Tho.  Frankland, — Made  a commissioner  of  the 
revenue  in  Ireland;  and  a new  writ dicing 
ordered,  April  24,  1724,  he  was  re-elected. 

Sir  W.  St.  Quintin. 

Attibor  ough. 

Charles  Stanhope, — Treasurer  of  his  majesty’s 
chamber. 

Wdliuui.Jessop. 

Beverly. 

Sir  Chnrles  Hotuam, — Colonel  of  the  royal  re- 
giment of  dragoons;  died,  a new  writ  order- 
ed, Jan.  18, 1723. 

Sir  Charles  Hotham,  Sir  Mich.  Newton. 

Northallerton. 

Henry  Peirse,  Leonard  Smelt. 

Pontefract.  ■ 

Sir  Will.  Lovvther,  John  Lowther. 


CINQUE  PORTS. 


Hastings. 

Arch.  Hutchinson, — See  Westminster. 

Sir  Will.  Ashburnlmm,— One  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Alienation. 

Henry  Furnese, 

George  Berkeley, — Made  master  of  St.  Catha- 
rine's hospital;  and  a new  writ  being  order- 
ed, May  27?(  te  .w^ fe-^te^.,  hj  ;i;|| 


Sandwich. 

Josiali  Burchet, — Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Sir  George  Oxenden, — Made  a lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty; and  a new  writ  being  ordered.  May 
31,  1725,  he  was  re-elected. 

Hythe. 

Hercules  Baker, — Captain  in  the  navy. 

Sir  Samuel  Leonard. 

Nea-Romney. 

Sir  Robert  Furuese,  David  Papillon. 

Rye.  - 

Henry  lord  Aylmer, 

Phillips  Gybbon, — Chairman  of  the  committee 
of  privileges  and  elections,  inode  surveyor 
general  of  his  majesty's  land  reveuue  ; and  a 
new  writ  being  ordered,  Mny  16,  1726,  he 
was  re-elected. 

Winchdsea. 

G.  Bubb  Dodington, — Made  liis  election  for 
Bridgewater. 

Robert  Bristow,  Thomas  Townshend. 

Scaford. 

Sir  W.  Gage, 

Sir  Philip  Yorke, — His  majesty’s  solicitor  gene- 
ral, made  attorney  general ; and  a new  writ 
being  ordered,  Jan.  31,  1724,  he  was  re- 
elected. 

WALES. 

ANGtESEA. 

Richard  vise.  Bulkcley, — Died,  a new  writ  or- 
dered, March  17,  1725. 

Hugh  Williams. 

Beaumaris. 

Henry  Bertie. 

Brecon. 

W.  Gwyn  Vaughan. 

Brecon  Town. 

William  Morgan, — Made  his  election  for  the 
county  of  Monmouth ; and  a new  writ  or- 
dered, May  17,  1723,  upon  the  petition 
against  him  being  withdrawn. 

Thomas  Morgan. 

Cardigan. 

Francis  Cornwallis. 

Cardigan  Town. 

Stephen  Parrv, — Died;  a new  writ  ordered, 
I-eb.  18,  1725. 

Thomas  Powel. 

Caermarthen. 

Edward  Rice, — Not  duly  elected. 

Sir  Nich.  Williams. 

Caermarthen  Town. 

Richard  Vaughan, — Died : a new  writ  ordered, 
Dec.  5,  1724. 

James  Philipps. 

Carnarvon. 

John  Griffith. 

Carnarvon  Town. 

Thomns  Wynne, — Clerk  of  the  green  cloth  t» 
the  Prince. 

Den  Dion. 

iwguisftiiou  I till 
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Denbigh  Town. 

Robert  Myddelton. 

Flint. 

Sir  Roger  Mostyn. 

Flint  Tom. 

Thomas  Eyton. 

Glamorgan. 

Sir  Charles  Kemeys. 

Cardiff  Town. 

Edward  Stradhng, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  18,  1727. 

Bussy  Mansell. 

Merioneth. 

Richard  V aughan . 

Montoomert. 

Price  Devereux. 

Montgomery  Toon. 

John  Puglie. 

Pembroke. 

Sir  Arthur  Owen. 

Pembroke  Town. 

Thomas  Ferrers, — Died  : a new  writ  ordered, 
Nov.  13,  1722. 

William  Owen. 

Haverford  West. 

Francis  Edwards, — Died;  a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  20,  1720. 

Erasmus  Philipps. 

Radnor. 

Sir  Hum.  Howarth. 

New  Radnor  Town. 

Thomas  Lewis. 

SCOTLAND. 

Aberdeen. 

Archibald  Grant. 

Air. 

John  Montgomery. 

Argyle.' 

Sir  James  Campbell. 

Banff. 

Alex.  Abercrombie. 

Berwick. 

George  Bailtie. 

Bute  and  Caithness. 

Peter  Campbell. 

Clackmannan  and  Kinross. 

Sir  John  Scha’w. 

Cromarlie  and  Naim. 

John  Forbes. 

Dumfries. 

Charles  Areakiue, — Made  solicitor  general  of 
Scotland;  and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
May  31, 1725,  he  was  re-elected. 
Dunbarton. 

Mungo  Haldane, — Not  duly  elected, 

John  Campbell. 

Edinburgh. 

Robert  Dundass, — Late  lord  advocate  for  Scot- 
land. 

Elgin. 

Alexander,  ftodie,— ilgde  I^d  L^oo,.  king  at 
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arms;  arid  a new  writ  being  ordered,  May 
15, 1727,  lie  was  re-elected. 

Fife. 

Sir  John  Anstruther. 

Forfar. 

James  Scott,  jun. 

Haddington. 

John  Cockburn. 

Inverness. 

James  Grant.' 

Kincardine. 

James  Scott,  sen. — Lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
third  regiment  of  foot  guards. 

Kircudbright. 

Alexander  Murray. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton. 

Linlithgow. 

George  Dundas. 

Orkney  and  Shetland. 

Colonel  George  Douglas. 

Peebles. 

John  Douglas. 

Perth. 

Lord  James  Murray, — Succeeded  to  the  title  of 
Duke  of  Alhole ; anew  writ  ordered,  Nov. 
27,  1724. 

David  Grahame, — Died;  a writ  ordered, 

March  29,  1726. 

Mungo  Haldane, — See  Dunbarton, 

Renfrew. 

Major  Thomas  Cochrane. 

Ross. 

Alexander  Drquhart. 

Roxburgh. 

Sir  G.  Elliot  of  lMintu, — i'.Iude  one  of  the  or- 
dinary lords  of  session  in  Scotland  ; a new 
writ  ordered,  May  24,  1726. 

Sir  G.  Elliot  ofStobbs. 

Selkirk. 

John  Pringle,  sen. 

Stirling. 

John  Graham,  jun. 

Sutherland. 

Sir  William  Gordon. 

WJgtoun. 

John  Stuart. 

Edinburgh  City. 

John  Campbell. 

Borocgrs  of 

Kirkuull.  h e. 

Robert  Monro. 

Fortivsc,  ho. 

Alexander  Gordon, — Not  duly  returned,  but 
had  leave  to  petition. 

Duncan  Forbes. 

Elgin,  he. 

William  Fraser, — Not  duly  elected. 

John  Campbell. 

Aberdeen,  he. 

William  Kerr,— Not  duly  returned,  but  had 
leave  to  petition. 

John  Middleton. 

Forfar,  he. 

Charles  Leslie,  and  W'illiam  Erskine, — Double 
jeturo  j jie i former . nut  returned,  but 
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had  leave  to  petition,  which  be  did,  and  re- 
newed it  in  Sess.  2, 3. 

Craill,  4c. 

David  Scott,  and  Philip  Anstrnther, — Double 
return;  the  former  not  duly  returned,  but 
Mr.  Scott  petitioned,  complaining  of  an  un- 
due election,  and  Mr.  Anstruther  was  voted 
duly  elected. 

Dj/sart,  4c. 

Thomas  Leslie, — Not  duly  returned,  but  had 
leave  to  petition. 

James  Sinclair, — Major  in  the  third  regiment  of 
foot  guards. 

Inverkithen,  4c. 

H.  Cuningham,  jun. 

Glasgow,  4c. 

Daniel  Campbell. 

Selkirk,  4'C. 

Daniel  Weir, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
March  17,  1725. 

John  Murray. 

Haddington,  4C- 

Sir  James  Dalrymple, — Auditor  general  in 
Scotland. 

Dumfries,  4C- 
William  Douglas. 

Wigloun,  4 c. 

Will.  Dalrymple, — Colonel  in  the  foot  guards. 

Air,  4c. 

William  -Stuart, — Remembrancer  of  the  Exche- 
quer, in  Scotland. 

List  or  the  Sixteen  Peers  or  Scotland, 
Duke  of  Montrose 
Roxburgh 
Marquis  of  Tweedale 
Earl  of  Sutherland 

Rothes,  (died  in  1722.)  In 
his  stead 

Finlater  and  Seafteld. 

Buchan 
liaddington  ' 

Loudoun 

Selkirk 

A berdeen 

Orkney 

Stair 

Bute 

Hopetoun 

Deloraine 

Isla. 

Spencer  Compton,  esq.  chosen  Speaker.]  The 
Commons  being  returned  to  their  House, 

Lord  Stanhope,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  the 
earl  of  Chesterfield,  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
bedchamber  to  die  prince  of  Wales,  said;  That 
the  House  having  attended  his  Majesty,  aud 
having  received  his  Majesty's  commands,  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  to  return  to  their  House,  and 
choose  a Speaker;  bethought,  that,  consider- 
ing the  present  circumstances  of  the  times,  and 
the  many  important  affairs  that  seemed  urgent 
to  come  before  this  House,  the  House  ought  in 
this  first  step,  to  give  his  Majesty  , and  the  whole 
nation,  convincing  proofs.-##! ithsir . .firm  i adhsr-i 


Spencer  Compton,  esq.  chosen  Speaker.  [29 

ence  to  our  present  happy  establishment,  hy 
choosing  for  their  Speaker  a person  of  unshaken 
fidelity  to  his  Majesty  and  his  government,  and 
of  undoubted  zeal  for  the  Protestant  succession, 
on  vvhich  all  our  happiness  depends : — That, 
considering  of  how  little  weight  his  recom- 
mendation could  be,  and  how  ill  it  became  him 
to  advise  or  recommend,  he  should  not  presume 
to  propose  any  body  to  so  high  a trust,  but  a 
person  of  known  honour  and  integrity;  and  of 
whose  abilities,  and  impartiality  in  the  Chair, 
the  last  House  of  Commons  had  had  the 
greatest  experience ; which,  he  believed,  would 
be  a much  stronger  inducement  to  all  gentle- 
men, than  any  thing  he  could  mention : that, 
after  this  short  character  of  the  person,  it  would 
be  easy  to  guess  his  proposition  ; and  that  the 
very  naming  Spencer  Compton,  esq.  would 
suggest  to  gentlemen  many  more  and  better 
reasons  than  he  could  add  : And  therefore 
moved,  “ That  Spencer  Compton,  esq.  might 
take  the  Chair  of  the  House.”  Then 
Charles  Talbott,  esq.  eldest  son  of  the  bishop 
of  Durham,  said: — That,  at  the  opening  of  this 
parliament,  he  saw  every  corner  of  the  House 
so  crouded,  that  it  was  to  him  an  earnest  of 
a greater  public  spirit,  or  greater  love  of  liberty, 
in  this  nouse  of  Commons,  than  had  appeared 
in  any  of  their  predecessors : that  he  hoped 
every  gentleman  came  here,  resolved  to  support 
the  liberty  of  the  subject,  the  just  rights  of  the 
crown,  and  our  present  happy  establishment  in 
church  am|  state: — That  if  this  were  their 
sense,  and  if  gentlemen  were  inclined  to  give 
assurances  of  it  to  their  country,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  give  a more  convincing  proof,  than  by 
placing  again  in  the  Chair  the  honourable  per- 
son that  had  been  named,  who  had  been  always 
distinguished  for  his  love  of  liberty,  and  unal- 
terable adherence  t.o  our  present  establish- 
ment:— That  if  there  be  yet  any  enemies  to 
our  peace,  who  have  entertained  imaginary 
hopes,  that  the  people  of  this  kingdom  have  the 
least  inclination  to  exchange  a Protestant  for  a 
Popish  government,  let  us  shew  by  the  known 
character  of  the  person  who  we  place  at  our 
head,  what  they  are  to  expect  from  this  House 
of  Commons: — That  it  was  always  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  to  have  iu  the  chair  a person  remark- 
able for  his  knowledge  in  the  laws  of  parlia- 
ment ; and  therefore  he  should  second  the  mo- 
tion to  put  the  honourable  person  again  into 
bis  former  station  : a station  which  is  indeed 
attended  with  infinite  labour  and  difficulty; 
and  is  the  greatest  public  trust  that  can  be  re- 
posed in  any  man : But,  That  the  honourable 
person  named  had,  in  the  course  of  seven  years, 
gone  through  such  a vast  variety  of  business,  as 
shewed  there  was  not  any  labour  impossible  for 
him  to  conquer,  though  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty ; and  that  no  trust  had  ever  been  reposed 
in  him,  which  he  did  not  discharge  with  the 
greatest  equality,  fidelity,  and  honour,  to  the 
intire  satisfaction  of  every  gentleman  in  the 
tllouss  s npdiwJm Bswei  have  sha  hour*  ruble  per- 
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son  among  us,  can  we  be  in  the  least  doubt  one 
moment  lo  call  him  again  to  the  same  Chnir ; 
and  desire  him  once  more  to  sacrifice  his  own 
ease  and  quiet,  to  the  service  of  this  House, 
and  his  country  ? And,  That  he  liopcd  every 
gentleman  would  concur  in  the  motion,  That 
the  lion.  Spencer  Compton,  esq.  inay  lake  the 
Chair. 

Then  the  House  calling  Mr.  Compton  to  the 

Mr.  Compton  stood  up  in  his  place,  nnd  said ; 
“ That  he  was  very  much  obliged  to  the  noble 
lord,  and  honourable  gentleman,  for  the  great 
honour  they  hail  done  him,  in  proposing  him 
again  for  the  chair ; and  that  if  he  hard  the 
least  share  of  those  abilities  they  had  compli- 
mented him  with,  lie  should  know  his  duty  bet- 
ter, than  to  decline  the  service  of  his  country, 
though  attended  with  the  greatest  difficulties  : 
hut  he  was  so  conscious  of  his  own  want  of 
abilities  to  discharge  the  duty  of  the  chair; 
and  so  many  gentlemen  were  witnesses  of  it  in 
the  last  parliament ; and  his  own  experience 
had  taught  him  to'  he  most  sensible  of  it  him- 
self; he  did  therefore  really  wish  the  noble 
lord,  and  honourable  person,  would  withdraw 
their  motion;  or  that  some  other  gentleman 
would  propose  a fitter  person,  which  nobody 
could  desire  with  more  sincerity  than  he  did." 

But  the  House  again  calling  Mr.  Compton  to 
the  chair ; he  was  taken  out  of  his  pluce  by  the 
lord  Stanhope  and  Mr.  Talbot ; who  led  him 
from  the  bur  of  the  house  up  to  the  Chair : 
where,  upon  the  first  step,  he  said ; 

“ That,  notwithstanding  gentlemen  had  per- 
mitted him  to  come  thus  far,  which  he  could 
impute  to  nothing  but  the  good  opinion  they 
entertained  of  the  noble  lord  and  honourable 
gentleman,  who  had  done  him  the  honour  to 
propose  him;  he  hoped,  even  they  themselves 
would  be  satisfied  with  the  House's  having  thus 
far  complied  with  their  propositions  ; aud  that 
he  might  now  have  leave  to  return  to  his 

But  the  Members  crying,  No,  no  ; 

Mr.  Compton  went  up  into  the  Chair!  but, 
before  he  sat  down,  he  said,  That  since  gentle- 
men were  determined  to  replace  him  ii-  the 
Chair,  he  must  return,  them  his  thanks  for  the 
great  honour  they  hai[  done  him ; but  he  hoped, 
at  the  same  time,  they  would  give  him  leave  to 
lay  his  inability  before  his  Majesty,  that  his 
Majesty's  service,  anil  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try,  might  not  suffer  by  bis  insufficiency;  but 
that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
a better  choice: 

But  the  Members  cried.  No,  no:  And 

thereupon  Mr,  Compton  sat  down  in  the  Chair; 
and  the  mace,  which  before  lay  under  the  table, 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Then  Mr.  Comptroller  said,  he  congratu- 
lated the  House  on  their  having  so  unani- 
mously concurred  in  the  choice  of  the  same 
person  to  be  their  Speaker  who  had,  in  the 
last  parliament,  discharged  the  duty  of  that  im- 
portant post  with  honour,  integrity,  ability,  and 
impartiality,: Minute, 
choice  would  be  very  agreeable  to  Ins  Majesty, 


and  the  whole  kingdom : and  his  Majesty  hav- 
ing, nt  the  same  time  lie  commanded  the  House 
to  choose  a Speaker,  appointed  them  to  pre- 
sent him  to  his  Majesty,  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  on  Thursday  next,  lie  moved. 
That  the  House  do  adjourn  ; which  was  done 
accordingly. 

The  Speaker's  Speech  to  the  King  on  icing 
presented  and  approved  of.]  Oct.  11.  The 
King  came  to  the  House  of  Lords  with  the 
usual  solemnity ; and  the  House  of  Comnons 
attending,  , 

The  Speaker  elect  addressed  his  Majesty  as 
follows : 

“ May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

“ The  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  in 
parliament  assembled,  having  in  obedience  to 
your  Majesty's  commands,  proceeded  to  ilia 
choice  ot  a Speaker,  Ho  now  humbly  attend 
to  present  me  to  your  Majesty,  as  the  person 
they  have  called  to  that  service,:  but  us  I am 
conscious  of  piy  own  weakness,  and  as  my 
want  of  ability  cannot  be  unknown  to  your 
Majesty,  I most  earnestly  beseech  your  Majesty 
to  accept  my  excuse,  and  to  command  your  Com- 
mons to  present  to  your  Majesty  some  other  per- 
son more  worthy  of  your  royal  approbation.” 
Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  taking  directions 
from  his  Majesty,  said  ; 

“ Mr.  Compton, 

“ You  have  so  long,  and  so  very  well,  dis- 
charged the  important  trust  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons ; and  his  Majesty  has  had 
so  full  experience  of  your  zeal  for  his  service, 
and  lor  the  interests  of  your  country,  which  are 
really  inseparable ; that  he  is  pleased  to  com- 
mand me  to  tell  you,  that  be  is  perfectly  well 
satisfied  with  the  choice  which  his  Commons 
have  made  of  you  now  to  be  their  Speaker ; and 
therefore  does  not  admit  of  your  excuse ; but 
allows  of,  and  confirms,  you  to  be  Speaker.’’ 
Then  Mr.  Speaker  said ; 

“ Since  it  is  your  Majesty’s  pleasure  to  ap- 
prove the  choice  your  Commons  have  made,  it 
is  my  duty  to  submit;  and  to  eudeavour  to 
supply  my  want  of  capacity,  by  a diligent  ap- 
plication to 'the  discharge  of  this  trust,' which  I 
am  commanded  to  undertake. — The  experience 
I have  had  of  your  Majesty's  great  goodness,  in 
pardoning  my  past  errors,  encourages  me  to 
hope,  that  any  involuntary  mistakes  I may  here- 
after make,  will  receive  a favourable  construc- 
tion : Aud  I intirely  rely  on  your  Majesty’s 
justice  and  goodness,  that  none  of  my  failings  or 
infirmities  may  be  imputed  to  your  faithful  Com- 
mons; in  whose  name,  I lay  claim,  by  humble 
Petition  to  your  Majesty,  to  all  their  ancient 
and  accustomed  rights,  privileges,  and  immu- 
nities ; particularly,  That,  for  their  bctcer  at- 
tendance on  the  public  service,  their  persons, 
estates,  aud  servants,  may  be  free  from  arrests, 
suits,  and  molestations  :'  That  they  may  have 
liberty  and  freedom  of  speech,  for  the 'better 
management  of  their  debates : That  they  may 
have  free  access  to  your  Majesty, atall  convenient 
that  their 

proceedings  may  be  free  from  misconstruction. 
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and  receive  the  most  favourable  interpreta- 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  receiving  further 
directions  from  his  Majesty,  said; 

“ Mr.  Speaker, 

“ I am  commanded  by  .his  Majesty  to  say, 
that  his  Majesty,  being  fully  assured  of  the 
prudence,  loyalty,  and  good  affections,  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  does  most  willingly  grant 
to  them  nil  their  privileges,  in  as  full  a manner  as 
they  have  at  any  time  been  granted  or  allowed  by 
any  of  his  Majesty's  royal  predecessors:  And,  as 
to  what  you  have  said  m relation  to  yourself,  his 
Majesty  will  begraciously  pleased  to  put  the 
best  and  most  favourable  constructions  upon 
your  words  and  actions,  in  the  discharge  of 
your  duty,  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 

Thc  King’s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Session .] 
Then  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  say, 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  I have  ordered 
my  Lord  Chancellor  to  declare  to  you,  in  ray  i 
name  and  words,  the  causes  of  calling  this 
Parliament.” 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  said, 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; I have  re- 
ceived his  Majesty’s  commands  from  the  throne, 
to  declare  to  you  in  his  Majesty's  name  and 
words,  the  causes  of  his  calling  this  parliament, 
as  follows : 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I am  concerned  to  find  myself  ohliged,  at 
the  opening  of  this  parliament,  to  ncquainL 
you,  that  a dangerous  conspiracy  has  been  for 
some  time  formed,  and  is  still  carpring  on, 
against  my  person  and  government,  in  favour 
of  a Popish  Pretender. 

“ The  discoveries  J have  made  here,  the  in- 
formations I have  received  from  my  ministers 
abroad,  and  the  intelligences  I have  hud  from  the 
powers  in  alliance  with  me,  and  indeed  from 
most  parts  of  Europe,  have  given  me  most 
nmple  and  concurrent  proofs  of  this  wicked 
design. 

“ The  conspirators  have,  by  their  emissa- 
ries, made  the  strongest  instances  for  assistance 
from  foreign  powers ; but  were  disappointed 
in  their  expectations.  However,  confiding  in 
their  numbers,  and  not  discouraged  by  their 
former  ill  success,  they  resolved  once  more, 
upon  their  own  strength,  to  attempt  the  sub- 
version of  my  government. 

“ To  this  end,  they  provided  considerable 
suras  of  money,  engaged  great  numbers  of  of- 
ficers from  abroad,  secured  large  quantities  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  thought  themselves 
in  such  readiness,  that  had  not  the  conspiracy 
been  timely  discovered,  we  should  without 
doubt,  before  now,  have  seen  the  whole  nation, 
aud  particularly  the  ciiy  of  London,  involved  ia 
blood  and  confusion. 

“ The  care  1 have  taken  has,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  hitherto  prevented  the  execution  of 
their  traiterous  projects.  The  troops  have 
been  encamped  all  this  summer;  six  regiments 
(though  ver}-'h«e«5iorjt:'ful'abet  sldcuitityi  of  that1.. 


kingdom)  have  been  brought  over  from  Ire- 
land. The  States  General  have  given  me 
assurances,  that  they  would  keep  a consider- 
able hody  of  forces  in  a readiness  to  embark 
on  the  first  notice  of  their  being  wanted  here, 
which  was  all  I desired  of  them;  being  deter- 
mined not  to  put  my  people  to  any  more  ex- 
pence  than  what  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
tbeir  peace  and  security. 

“ Some  of  the  Conspirators  have  been  taken 
up  and  secured;  and  endeavours  are  used  for 
the  apprehending  others. 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gemlemen, 

“ Having  thus  in  general  laid  before  you  the 
state  of  the  present  Conspiracy,  I must  ieave  to 
your  consideration  what  is  proper,  nnd  neces- 
sary to  be  done;  for  the  quiet  and  safety  of  the 
kingdom.  I cannot  but  believe  the  hopes  ami 
expectations  of  our  enemies  are  very  ill  ground- 
ed, in  flattering  themselves  that  the  late  discon- 
tents, occasioned  hy  private  losses  and  misfor- 
tunes, however  industriously  and  maliciously 
fomented,  are  turned  into  disaffection,  and  a 
spirit  of  rebellion. 

“ Had  I,  since  my  accession  to  the  throne, 
ever  attempted  any  innovation  in  our  establish- 
ed religion;  had  1,  in  any  one  instance,  invaded 
the  liberty  or  property  of  my  subjects  ; I should 
less  wonder  at  any  endeavours  to  alienate  the 
affections  of  my  people,  and  draw  them  into 
measures  that  can  end  in  nothing  but  tbeir  own 
destruction. 

“ Cut  to  hope  to  persuade  a free  people,  in 
full  enjoyment  of  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable 
to  them,  to  exchange  freedom  for  slavery,  the 
Protestant  religion  for  Popery,  and  to  sacrifice 
at  once  the  price  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure 
as  have  beeu  spent  in  defence  of  our  present 
establishment,  seems  an  infatuation  not  to  be 
accounted  for : but,  however  vain  and  unsuc- 
cessful these  desperate  projects  may  prove  in 
the  end,  they  have  at  present  so  far  the  desired 
effecc,  as  to  create  uneasiness  and  diffidence  in 
the  minds  of  iny  people,  which  our  enemies  la- 
bour to  improve  to  their  own  advantage.  By 
forming  Plots,  they  depreciate  all  property  that 
is  vested  in  the  Public  Foods;  and  then  com- 
plain of  the  low  state  of  Credit ; they  make  an 
increase  of  the  national  expeuces  necessary, 
and  then  clamour  at  the  burthen  of  taxes  ; and 
endeavour  to  impute  to  my  government  as 
grievances,  the  mischiefs  and  calamities  which 
they  alone  create  aud  occasion. 

“ 1 wish  for  nothing  more,  than  to  see  the 
Public  Expences  lessened,  and  the  great  Na- 
tional Debt  put  in  a method  of  being  gradually 
reduced  nml  discharged,  with  a strict  regard  to 
parliamentary  faith ; and  a more  favourable 
opportunity  "could  never  have  been  hoped  for 
chan  the  slate  of  profound  peace,  which  we  now 
enjoy  with  all- our  neighbours.  But  Public 
Credit  will  always  languish,  under  daily  alarms 
and  apprehensions  of  public  danger ; and,  as 
the  enemies  of  our  peace  have  been  able  to 
bring  ibis  immediate  mischief  upon  us,  nothing 
can  prevent  them  from  continuing  to  subject 
liie-'hittsoni  U0(  risw  andcoiiaHUi:  diffifculties  and 
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distresses,  but  the  wisdom,  zeal  and  vigorous 
resolutions,  of  this  parliament. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I have  ordered  the  Accompts  to  be  made 
np,  and  laid  before  you,  of  the  extraodinary 
charge  that  has  been  incurred  this  summer,  for 
the  defence  and  safety  of  the  kingdom  ; and  I 
have  been  particularly  careful  not  to  direct 
any  expence  to  be  made  greater,  or  sooner, 
than  was  of  absolute  necessity. 

“ I have  likewise  ordered  Estimates  to  be 
prepared,  and  laid  before  you,  for  the  service 
of  the  year  ensuing : and  I hope  the  further 
provisions,  which  the  treasonable  practices  of 
our  enemies  have  made  necessary  for  our 
common  safety,  may  be  ordered  with  such 
frugality,  ns  very  little  to  exceed  the  supplies 
of  the  Inst  year. 

“ My  Lords  and  -Gentlemen, 

“ I need  not  tell  you  of  what  infinite  con- 
cern it  is  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
kingdom,  that  this  parliament  should  upon  this 
occasion  exert  themselves  with  a more  than 
ordinary  zeal  and  vigour.  An  entire  union 
among  all  that  sincerely  wish  well  to  the  pre- 
sent establishment  is  now  become  absolutely 
necessary.  Our  enemies  have  too  long  taken 
advantage  from  your  differences  and  disseu- 
tions.  Let  it  be  kuown,  that  the  spirit  of 
Popery,  which  breathes  nothing  but  confusion 
to  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  a Protestant 
Church  and  Kingdom,  however  abandoned 
some  few  may  be  in  despite  of  all  obligations 
divine  and  human,  has  uot  so  far  possesed  my 
people,  as  to  make  them  ripe  for  such  a fatal 
change.  Let  the  world  see,  that  the  general 
disposition  of  the  nation  is  no  invitation  to 
Foreign  Powers  to  invade  us,  nor  encourage- 
ment to  domestic  enemies  to  kindle  a civil  war 
in  the  bowels  of  the  kingdom.  Your  own  in- 
terest and  welfare  call  upon  you  to  defend 
yourselves.  I shall  wholly  rely  upon  the  Di- 
vine Protection,  the  support  ot  my  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  affections  of  my  People,  which 
I shall  endeavour  to  preserve,  by  steadily  ad- 
hereing  to  the  Constitution  in  Church  and 
State,  and  continuing  to  make  the  laws  of  the 
realm  the  rule  and  measure  of  all  my  actions.” 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill  for  the 
suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act. j As 

soon  as  the  King  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
Commons  returned  to  their  House,  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Grafton,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  took  notice  of  the  horrid  Conspi- 
racy lately  formed  and  still  carrying  on,  against 
his  Majesty’s  sacred  person  and  government ; 
shewed  the  necessity  of  strengthening  the 
hands  of  his  Majesty’s  ministers,  in  order  to  a 
full  detection  and  entire  suppression  of  those 
traiterous  designs  and  practices;  and  there- 
upon, with  the  leave  of  the  House,  presented  a 
Bill  for  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
and  empowering  his  Majesty  to  secure  and  de- 
tain such  persons  as  his  Majesty  shall  suspect 
are  conspiring  against  his  person  and  govern- 
ment, for r tbe  spaeerof,  mmi  jqwrie  , After;  i the 
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first  reading  of  the  said  Bill,  a motion  was 
made  for  reading  it  a second  time  immedi- 
ately, which  was  strenuously  opposed,  but  after 
a long  and  warm  debate,  the  question  being 
put  thereupon  was  carried  by  a majority  of  67 
voices  against  24.  The  Bill  being,  accordingly 
read  a second  time,  and  committed,  the  House 
adjourned  during  pleasure,  and  being  quickly 
after  resumed,  they  went  iuto  a Committee* 
upon  the  said  Bill,  nis  grace  the  duke  of  Whar- 
ton being  in  the  chair.  The  Committee,  after 
some  speeches  went  through  the  Bill,  and 
filled  up  the  blank  for  the  continuance  of  the 
suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  with  the 
words,  ‘ until  the  24th  day  of  October  1723.’ 
The  House  being  resumed,  the  duke  of  Whar- 
ton reported  the  said  Bili,  with  the  Amend- 
ment made  thereto,  which  occasioned  another 
very  warm  and  obstinate  debate. 

The  Earls  of  Anglesea,  Cowper,  Stafford, 
and  Coningsby,  the  Lords  Trevor,  Bathurst, 
and  Bingley,  represented,  That  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  being,  on  all  hands,  admitted  to 
be  the  greatest  and  strongest  bulwark  of  Eng- 
lish liberty,  it  did  not  consist  with  the  wisdom 
of  parliament,  to  suspend  it  witlrout  an  abso- 
lute necessity.  That,  indeed,  in  cases  of  ac- 
tual rebellion,  or  intended  invasion,  that  act 
had  been,  at  times  before,  suspended;  but  yet 
this  was  done  sparingly,  by  degrees,  and  never 
for  above  the  term  of  six  months.  That  this 
consideration  put  them  under  a very  melan- 
choly apprehension  for  the  very  being  or  ef- 
fect of  that  excellent  law ; since  the  suspen- 
sion of  it  for  a year,  might  be  as  good  a pre- 
cedent for  the  suspending  it,  on  another  occa- 
sion, for  the  term  of  two  years,  as  any  former 
precedent  was  now  for  the  present  suspension. 
That  the  horrid  Conspiracy,  which  occasioned 
this  suspension,  having  been  discovered  five 
months  before,  and  divers  of  the  conspirators 
imprisoned  for  it  a considerable  time  past,  it 
was  very  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  the 
danger  of  tills  plot,  in  the  hands  of  an  able, 
faithful,  and  diligent  minister,  would  continue 
for  a year  or  more  yet  to  come,  and  that  in  so 
high  a degree  as  to  require  a suspension  of  the 
liberty  of  the  subject.  That,  indeed,  their 
just  apprehensions  would  iu  great  measure  be 
removed,  if  his  Majesty,  on  whose  known 
equity,  goodness,  and  clemency  they,  entirely 
depended,  would  remain  amongst  us  during 
the  whole  time  of  this  suspension  : but  that 
his  Majesty  not  having  visited  his  dominion* 
abroad  these  two  last  years,  would  very  pro- 
bably leave  the  kingdom  the  next  spring. 
That  in  his  Majesty’s  absence  this  great  power 
of  imprisoning  the  subjects  at  will,  and  detain- 
ing them  in  prison  until  the  24th  of  October 
1723,  and  for  os  much  longer  time  as  till  they 
can  after  that,  take  the  benefit  of  llie  Habeas 
Corpus  Act,  (if  they  could  then  do  it  at  all) 
would  be  lodged  in  the  bauds  of  our  fellow- 
subjects,  who  could  not  be  supposed  to  be 
above  all  prejudices  and  partialities,  as  they 
were  sure  his  Majesty  was ; and  who,  besides, 
smgWm^W)  private;  l tKaantflWBto  to  gratify. 
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That  tliis  Bill  did,  in  effect,  vest  the  ministers 1 
with  an  authority  almost  as  arbitrary  and  ex- 
tensive as  that  of  a Roman  Dictator,  since 
they  might  inflict  even  on  innocent  persons, 
who  shall  have  the  misfortune  to  displease 
them,  a punishment  of  above  a year’s  imprison- 
ment, which  comes  little  short  of  death,  and 
which  oftentimes  occasions  it.  That  the  dic- 
tatorial power,  among  the  Romans,  was  al- 
ways laid  down  immediately  after  the  occasion 
for  which  it  was  given  was  over;  and  it  was 
remarkable,  that  it  was  never  continued  much 
loDger,  until  a little  before  the  Roman  Com- 
monwealth, from  which  nil  other  states  draw  so 
many  maxims  of  government,  lost  its  liberties. 
That  so  long  a suspension  of  the  Habeas  Cor- 

EAct,  weakens  the  provision  made  in  the 
for  the  Members  of  either  House  of  Par- 
liament, ‘ That  they  shall  not  be  committed  or 
‘ detained,  the  parliament  sitting,  until  the 
‘ matter  be  first  communicated,  and  the  con- 
‘ sent  obtained  of  the  Houses  respectively,  ’ 
since  it  is  very -probable,  the  parliament  will 
not  be  sitting  the  greatest  part  of  the  time, 
for  which  this  bill  was  enacted,  would  con- 
tinue a law : that  such  is  the  weakness  of 
human  nature,  that  the  apprehension  of  what 
might  befal  a member  of  parliament  while 
the  parliament  is  not  sitting  might  have  some 
influence  on  the  freedom  of  parliament : that 
since  so  long  a suspension  was  liable  to  so 
many  inconveniencies,  they  thought  most  ad- 
viseablc  to  reduce  it  to  the  term  of  six  months ; 
at  the  end  of  which,  if  there  appeared  a ne- 
cessity for  it,  it  might  be  continued  six  months 
longer,  as  was  done  before  in  this  very  reign, 
during  the  late  rebellion. 

These  objections  to  the  bill  itself,  or  con- 
tinuance of  it  for  a year,  were  answered  by 
the  lords  Townshend,  Hurcourt,  Carteret,  the 
dukes  of  Argyle,  Wharton,  and  Newcastle, 
and  some  others.  They  represented,  Thnt 
the  Habeas  Corpus  act  had  been  suspended 
upou  much  less  important  occasions,  upon  bare 
intimations  of  a plot;  whereas  the  king  had 
now  laid  before  tbe  parliament  the  particulars 
of  a conspiracy  to  introduce  a Popish  prince : 
that  it  was  necessary  the  suspension  should 
continue  a whole  year,  since  the  conspirators 
(who  probably  would  lie  still  all  the  winter) 
would  exert  themselves  in  the  summer  when 
the  parliament  was  up;  and  might  flatter 
themselves  with  the  hopes  of  foreign  assis- 


•The  substance  of  the  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bill  was,  a few  days  after,  published 
tn  a London  Journal,  as  follows  : 

u In  the  present  uneasiness,  which  is  very 
natural  to  Englishmen,  upon  every  suspension 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act ; and  which  is  in- 
dustriously and  artfully  heightened,  upon  oc- 
casion of  the  act  just  now  passed  to  that  pur- 
pose ; it  is  not  enough  to  tell  them,  in  general, 
that  it  is  an  act  absolutely  necessary  to  secure 
them  from  ruip,  and  from  the  total  loss  of  all 
®Ucf  acts,  wjitTof  'this  iiabeai  CorpUAcl1 
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Protest  ugainst  the  Bill  for  suspending  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act.]  Then  the  question 
being  put  to  agree  with  the  committee,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

“ Dissentient” 

“ 1 ■ Because  the  Act,  commonly  called  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act,  is  admitted  on  all  hands 


itself.  But,  itis  necessary  for  us  all,  before  we 
can  or  ought  to  be  satisfied  in  so  important  a 
point,  to  enter  carefully  into  tbe  particular 
questions,  which  naturally  arise  upon  this 
subject ; and  which  must  be  sifted  and  de- 
bated, before  any  one,  who  loves  bis  country 
and  his  liberty,  can  acquiesce. 

“ 1.  Whether  it  be  fit,  upon  any  occasion, 

‘ to  suspend  tbe  ordinary  operation  of  the  Ha- 
‘ beas  Corpus  Act  ? 2.  Whether  there  be  any 
‘ reason  sufficient  to  make  it  fit  to  do  it  now  ? 

‘ 3.  Whether  if  it  ought  now  to  be  done,  it 
1 ought  to  be  done  for  so  long  a time  as  a 
‘year?’  these  take  in  every  thing  relating  to 
the  point  in  hnnd. 

“ The  first  of  these'questions  has  been  resolved 
constantly  without  any  hesitation  in  the  affir- 
mative by  the  wisdom  of  all  parliaments,  ever 
since  the  making  that  act.  Their  behaviour, 
and  the  laws  made  by  them,  have  ever  shewed 
that  it  was  a determined  case  with  them,  that 
upon  occasion  of  any  conspiracy  against  the 
state,  (the  execution  of  which  always  depends 
upon  the  persons  of  the  conspirators,  and  the 
liberty  they  enjoy  to  advise  and  to  act,)  it  was 
nbsolutely  necessary  to  grant  to  the  executive 
power,  for  a time,  a right  to  apprehend  and  de 
tain  the  persons  of  such  as  should  be  suspected 
to  have  a part  in  it.  Otherwise,  they  always 
argued,  there  must  soon  be  an  end  of  our  es- 
tablishment, and  all  our  liberties;  and  that 
without  this,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  itself 
must  be  much  worse  than  mere  dirty  parch- 
ment or  waste  paper  : for  it  must  be  itself  tlie 
Very  instrument  and  immediate  occnsion  of 
that  ruin,  and  loss  of  liberty,  it  was  designed 
to  prevent.  Accordingly,  seven  times,  since 
the  revolution,  has  that  act  suffered  suspen- 
sion, as  absolutely  necessary  to  the  preservation 
of  the  act  itself,  and  all  the  privileges  of  it. 
Seven  times  have  our  predecessors,  with  one 
voice  in  parliament,  decreed  such  a power  to 
the  crown,  for  the  preventing  total  ruin.  And 
this,  with  tbe  highest  reasons  of  state,  allowed 
of  and  practised  upon,  by  all  states  and  king- 
doms; and  by  none  more,  than  where  the 
greatest  liberty  has  flourished,  which  has  caused 
the  greatest  dread  of  losing  it. 

“ But  there  need  not  examples.  The  rea- 
son of  the  thing  is  plain.  For  what  indeed 
avails  it  to  have  a good  constitution,  if  there 
be  not  in  that  constitution  somewhere  lodged 
a power  of  preserving  itself  by  extraordinary 
methods,  upon  extraordinary  occasions  l What 
imports  it,  to  have  a roll  of  parchment,  called 
an  act  of  parliament  for  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject; if,  at  the  call  of  imminent  danger,  which 
threatens  the  destruction  of  this  pet,  and  all 
Mis,  ffierii’1  Ik ! tlbt' A jitivrti'  ItiQgbd1  hbd  exerted, 
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to  be  the  great  bulwark  of  the  liberty  of  the 
subject;  and  therefore,  although  in  cases' of 
actual  rebellion  uml  intended  invasion,  that 
Act  has  been  at  times  before  suspended,  yet 
it  was  done  sparingly  and  by  degrees ; and 
the  utmost  term  for  which  it  has  been  suspend- 
ed, at  any  one  time,  has  been  the  term  of  six 
months ; which  consideration  puts  ui'  under  a 


to  confine  the  persons  of  sonie,  that  the  persons 
of  all  may  not  suffer  by  that  liberty,  which  such 
conspirators  enjoy,  merely  by  virtue  of  this  act? 
To  wimt  purpose  will  it  be  afterwards  to  ask,  why 
did  not  they  who  knew  of  these  conspirators, 
and  who  were  to  guard  against  them,  at  least 
confine  them  where  they  could  do  no  mischief? 
The  answer  muse  be,  because  they  had  no 
power  by  law  to  do  it.  The  question  then  will 
be  equiilly  in  vain,  Why  did  they  not  ask  and 
demand  it  of  parliament  ? Why,  because  they 
had  a veneration  for  the  Ilabeas  Corpus  Act, 
the  darling  and  defence  of  the  people.  The 
next  voice  will  then  be  this,  Why  do  you  tell 
us  of  our  darling  and  onr  defence  ? call 
it  no  longer  by  those  names  ; it  is  our 
poison  and  ruin,  if  a regard  to  that  has  brought 
destruction  upon  us,  and  prevented  the  mea- 
sures which  alone  could  have  saved  us.  We 
are  now  dead,  fur  fear  of  death ; and  have  lost 
this  act,  and  all  the  effect  of  it,  for 


“ The  second  of  the  foregoing  questions  is 
answered  under  the  first.  It  only  depends 
•pon  this,  whether  there  he  in  fact,  a design  of 
introducing  a Popish  prince,  at  the  hazard  of 
all  that  is  valuable  to  Britous  ar.d  Protestants, 
bow  going  on.  Whoever  doubts  of  this  in  Ids 
own  soul,  I um  free  to  give  him  leave  to  he  in- 
ti rely  and  for  ever  dissatisfied  with  every 
thing  done  to  prevent  it;  because  I am  con- 
fident no  one  c;in  doubt  it,  whr>  has  eyes,  or 
ears,  or  common  understanding.  Whoever 
does  not  doubt  it,  coo  no  more  doubt  of  the 
reasonableness  of  fullotviiig  the  usual  method 
chalked  out  to  us  by  nil  preceding  parlia- 
ments, and  by  nil  free  governments  in  tlie 
world.  After  what  the  king  lias,  with  the  ut- 
most solemnity,  laid  before  the  parliament,  it 
had  been,  in  jnjr  poor  opinion,  much  more  sin- 
cere and  becoming,  to  have  addressed  him  in 
humble  manner,  and  begged  of  him  to  return 
in  peace  to  Ids  own  people  abroad,  than  to 
have  delayed  one  hour  to  give  ldin  that  lest- 
timonv  of  their  confidence,  and  those  assur- 
ances' of  their  zeal,  which  every  parliament 
since  the  revolution  had  upon  much  less  de- 
clarations, given  to  his  predecessors.  In  what 
a condition  indeed,  had  his  and  our  aRairs 
appeared  to  all  nbroad,  if  they  had  seen  the 
parliament  of  Britain  itself  cold  and  indifferent 
in  such  a cause,  and  denying  their  present 
king  the  powers  necessary  even  for  the  preser- 
vation of  liis  own  life  against  violence,  as  well 
as  of  the  whole  constitution  against  rum  ? 

“ But  the  third  question  creates  the  diffi- 
culty, ‘ )Vhy  for  so  Ion£  a time  pj>  a whole 


very  melancholy  apprehension  for-,  tlip  , i 
being  or  effect  of  that  excellent  law  ; since  the 
present  suspension  of  it,  for  the  term  oHfWur 
or  more,  will  be  as  full  as  good  an  authority, 
in  point  of  prCtedent,  fur  uie  suspending  it  pn 
another  Occasion  for  the  term  of  two  .years,  as 
any  former  precedent  is  now  for  tlie  j 
suspension  during  one  year  ai 


•year?'  Upon  this,  it  is  Worth  reiriehifiering, 
that  there  was  no  formal  contest,  as  I am  in- 
formed, ill  parliament,  about  the  doing  the 
thing  itstlf.  It  was  bv  most  allowed,  or  sfiji- 
posed  to  lie  fight  nucT  necessary though  at 
every  proper  place,  arguments  were  thrown'iii, 
which  plainly  enough  shewed,  that  there  lay 
the  grief,  that  it  should  be  done  at  nil.  How- 
ever, to  gain  a greater  number,  that  was  given 
up.  Some  would  consent  to  it. for  three,  softie 
for  fnuV,  and  sOnie  for  six  months.  But  they. 
cWd  not  p6ssifily.(such  was  their  love  to  their 
couDtrylV. consent  to  it  for  twelve  months. 
When  1 heard  this,  I presently  thought  with 
myself,  What?  Can  these  persons  trust  them- 
selves, and  us,  and  all  their  fellow  subjects,  in 
tlie  bands  of  the  ministers  for  six  months  ? 
And  is  It  so  terrible  a thing  to  do  it  for  six 
mdliibs  more?  If  they  can  be  safe  nnd  secure 
in  this  for  tlie  first  six  months,  and  the  condi- 
tion or  affairs  requires  it,  surely  they  may  be 
snfe  for  the  last  six  months?.  If  such  misery 
nnd  calamity  be  in  the  matter;  such  horror 
anil  drepd,  that  the  government  by  the  bow 
string  is  better,  why  is  it  consented  to  for  six 
months;  why  for  four  months?  Nay  Why  for 
one  ? But  if  six  months  can  be  reasonably 
allowed,  let  us  try  whether  another  six  months 
may  not  he  as  reasonable.  No..  It  is  too 
much ; it  is  loo  long  to  trust  such  a power. 
I grant  it;  twelve  months  is  too  long  u time. 
So  is  six  month's.  So  is  four  months.  So  is 
four  days.  But  if  twelve  months  he  neces- 
sary ; if  the  occasion  requires  and  demands 
sucli  a time ; it  is>jusl  as  filling,  ns  twelve  days 
or  twelve  hours.  It  is  a until  uud  a grief  to 
think  of  doing  it  at  all.  No  Englishman  Can 
consent  to  it,  l-ut  with  reluctance.  But  to 
none  can  it  he  half  so  pungent,  or  half  so  un- 
easy, as  to  those  who  are  to  execute  it,  (if  ne- 
cessity calls  them  to  it,)  unless  they  are  mon- 
sters, void  of  all  concern  and  hardened  into 

11  Tuke,  therefore,  my  notion  of  this  affair 
in  short.  If  this  were  the  spring  time  of  tlie 
year,  there  is  no  one,  I believe,  who  would 
have  asked,  and  no  bne  who  would  have  con- 
sented to  give  more  than  six  months,  bccquse 
that  space  of  time  would  take  in  all  the  sum- 
mer, and  reach  down  towards  the  meeting. of 
the  parliament  again  : and  the  summer  being 
the  time  always  of  the  greatest  danger,  that 
would  be  provided  for;  and  the  sessions  would 
come  on  time  enough  to  make  farther  provision 
if  necessary.  Tins  is  the  case  at  present. 
There  is  a certainty  of  a more  resolute  design 
(with  several  persons  of  note  actually  embarked 
in  it^j  than  jierkajjs  has  ever  yet  been  knonu- 
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“ 8.  The  detestable  conspiracy  which  occa- 
sion* the  present  suspension,  having  been 
discovered  and  signified  to  the  city  of  London 
above  five  months  since,  and  divers  imprisoned 
for  it  a considerable  time  past,  we  cannot  bat 
eooceive  it  to  be  highly  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose, I hat  the  danger  of  this  plot,  in  the  hands 
of  a faithful  and  diligent  ministry,  will  con- 
tinue for  a year  and  more  yet  to  come,  and 
that  in  so  high  a degree  as  to  require  a sus- 
pension of  the  liberty  of  the  subject  (for  so  we 
t^ke  it  to  be)  during  all  that  time. 

<*  3.  His  Majesty, having  net  visited  his  domi- 
nions abroad  these  two  last  years,  will  very  pro. 

There  must  be  a provision  at  present,  because 
the  design  is  ac  present  working,  far  from  being 
at  an  end.  Put  the  case  now,  that  this  netv 
law  were  to  take  effect  but  lor  four  or  sit 
months,  and  that  at  the  end  of  that  term  the 
ministers  were  to  represent  the  necessity  of 
prolonging  it,  (as  was  proposed  by  some,)  if 
any  such  necessity  should  then  appear.  Not 
to  mention  the  difficulties,  and  cavils,  objec- 
tions and  outcries,  which  would  then  be  raised 
afresh  ; Are  we  such  strangers  to  the  cunning 
and  dexterity  of  such  Conspirators,  as  to  duubt 
that  all  care  would  be  taken  to  bush  every 
thine  into  peace  and  quiet;  that  every  mouth 
would  be  taught  not  to  opeu  too  loud  ; much 
more  every  band  not  to  stir,  during  that  four  or 
six  months ; and  that  there  might  be  sucb  a 
discipline  and  management  exercised,  that,  if 
it  were  fit  to  keep,  or  to  call  the  parliament 
together,  the  ministers  should  not  have  it  in 
their  power  to  demonstrate  clearly  that  there 
was  any  such-mark  of  disturbance  stirring,  or 
any  such  treasons  slill  visible,  as  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  ur^e  I lie  continuance  of  this  act.  But 
as  soon  as  that  term  expired,  and  the  time  for 
action  came,  ‘ what  would  they  do,  or  what 
would  they  not  do,  when  it  would  be  safe  for 
them  to  exert  themselves  again,  and  they  coaid 
have  else  benefit  of  this  Habeas  Corpus  act  to 
elude  any  confinement  ? 

“ But,  it  is  said,  precedents  are  against  yon. 
This  suspension  never  yet  was  made  for  so  long 
a time.  It  may  be  so  ; though  one  was  conti- 
nued to  nine  months,  pretty  near  this.  But 
precedents  are  on  the  side  of  this  material  part 
of  the  provision,  that  the  season  in  which  the 
parliament  was  not  sitting,  was  always  the  sea-  I 
son  taken  care  of.  In  this,  precedents  lead  us. 
And  the  reason  is,  because  the  execution  of  > 
aucli  designs  is  generally  in  that  season.  No 
one  ever  pretended  that  a suspension  for  six  or  j 
nine  months  was  a precedent  for  a -suspension  | 
for  twelve  months : nor  therefore  can  the  pre- 
sent suspension  for  one  year,  ever  be  a prece- 
dent for  a suspension  hereafter  for  two  years ; 
os  some  would  seem  to  fear,  though  there  be  an 
absurdity  in  the  very  supposition.  But  the 
care  in  former  suspensions,  to  guard  against 
danger  in  that  part  of  the  year  when  the  parlia- 
ment would  not  be  sitting,  was  justly  affirmed 
to  be  a precedent  for  the  same  care  in  the  pre- 
sent «uspens(ittl:l^M6ll'cd&Mti''^&y  b‘#vi  'been" r 
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bably,  leave  the  kingdom  the  next  spring  to  that 
end  ; in  which  case,  this  great  power  of  sus- 
pecting and  imprisoning  the  subjects  at  will, 
and  detaining  them  in  prison  till  the  24th  of 
October,  1723,  and  for  as  much  longer  time 
ns  till  they  can,  after  that,  take  the  benefit  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  (if  they  cau  then  do  it 
at  all)  will  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  some  of  our 
fellow  subjects,  who,  we  ore  not  so  sure,  will  be 
above  all  prejudices  and  partialities,  as  we  are, 
that  bis  Majesty  will. 

“ 4.  This  weakens  the  provision  made  in  the 
Bill  for  the  Lords,  and  Members  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  ‘ That  they  shall  not  be 


shewn,  without  extending  the  term  through  the 
summer.  Accordingly,  it  is  impossible  that 
extending  the  present  act  to  the  summer  can 
be  a precedent  any  farther,  than  for  taking  care 
of  the  interval  between  sessions  and  sessions. 

“ Seven  times  has  this  act,  in  the  same  form, 
passed ; but  never  with  more  certain  and  un- 
doubted necessity,  than  at  present.  It  always 
guarded  against  the  danger  of  the  summer: 
anti  this  cannot  do  the  same,  without  remaining 
in  force  for  a year.  If  it  be  a melancholy 
thing  to  think  of  such  a suspension,  whom  must 
Englishmen  thank  for  such  an  evil,  but  those 
who  by  their  repeated  designs  make  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  ? Whom  must  they  curse,  if 
such  designs  had  prevailed  for  want  of  a sus- 
pension, but  an  administration  that  would  not 
contend  for  it?'  It  may  be  abused,  without 
doubt ; there  is  a possibility  of  that.  But  there 
is  a probability  it  will  not,  because  it  never  has 
made  matter  for  so  much  as  oue  complaint, 
under  the  seven  foregoing  trials;  and  for  a 
stronger  reason,  because  it  is  evidently  personal 
destruction  to  those  ministers,  who  attempt  to 
abuse  it.  But  the  possibility  of  such  abuse  is 
no  argument  against  the  necessity  of  extraor- 
dinary methods ; and  is  greatly  outweighed  by 
the  certainty  or  high  probability  of  confusion 
first,  and  rum  afterwards,  without  it.  Nor  can 
I compare  this  dread  of  preventing  a present 
ruin  by  a method,  which  has  in  it  the  bare  pos- 
sibility of  being  abused,  to  any  thing  better, 
than  to  the  temper  of  a man,  who,  hearing  the 
main  beam  of  his  house  crack,  and  seeing  it  all 
yielding  and  tumbling  upon  his  head,  resolves 
not  to  escape  out  of  it  too  rashly,  because  it  is 
barely  possible  that  a tile  may  fall  from  the  top 
of  the  house  upon  his  head.  Something  must 
be  hazarded  to  save  all ; and  when  the  whole  is 
in  danger,  a part  must  uot  have  ail  our  care. 
A power  to  save  is  always  in  some  degree  a 
power  to  hart.  A power  to  do  good  always 
carries  with  it  a power  (though  not  a right),  to 
do  evil.  But  power  must  be  trusted  some- 
where upon  such  occasions : and  they  trust  it 
most  reasonably,  who  trust  it  for  a season  of 
necessity  only,  where  self  interest  and  self  pre- 
servation forbid  the  abuse  of  it.  I say,  self  pre>- 
servatiun.  For  it  is  at  their  own  peril,  that  the 
ministers  act  under  such  a law  : and  they  must 
know  assuredly,  and  if  there  be  the  least  abuse 
■di'  fcWea  : tlmrn,  llir0i4h;laalice  or 
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committed  or  detained  (tlie  Parliament  sitting) 
without  tiro  consent  of  the  Houses  respect- 
ively;' since  it  is  very  probable  the  Parlia- 
•mentwill  not  be  sitting  the  greatest  part  of 
the  time  for  wbicb  this  Dill,  if  enneted,  will 
continue  a law : and  such  is  tin:  weakness  of 
human  nature,  that  tve  cannot  be  assured,  but 
that  the  apprehension  of  what  may  befnt  any 
Member  of  Parliament,  while  the  Parliament 
is  not  sitting,  may  have  some  influence  on 
the  freedom  of  acting  and  debating  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

“ 5.  The  dictatorial  power  was  always  ended 
or  laid  down  immediately  when  the  urgent 
occasion  for  it  was  over,  and  was  never  con- 
tinued much  longer,  till  a little  before  that ; 
great  state  (from  which  all  others  draw  so  many 

maxims  of  government)  lost  its  liberties 

(Signed.)  W.  Ebor’,  Aylesford,  Gower,  Os- 
borne, Fran.  Ccstriens’,  Ashbumhntu, 

■ Guilford,  Craven,  Cowper,  Scarsdale, 
Trevor,  Hay,  Mas  ham,  Bathurst,  Straf- 
ford, Anglesea,  Bingley,  Litchfield, 
Uxbridge.” 

Then  the  Bill  with  the  said  amendment  was 
read  a third  time,  passed  without  a divi- 
sion, and  sent  down  to  the  Commons. 

The  Lords'  Address  of  Thanks  to  the  King 
for  his  Speech  relating  to  the  Conspiracy) 
Oct,  12.  The.  House  of  Lords  presented  the 
following  Address  to  his  Majesty : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  tlie  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
Parliament  assembled,  humbly  return  your 


wantonness,  at  their  hands  it  will  be  required; 
and  at  the  end  of  the  term  allowed,  the  men 
themselves,  whd  vested  this  power  in  them,  will 
meet  together  with  ns  great  nn  indignation 
against  them,  and  resolution  to  destroy  them, 
as  they  now  have  shewn  with  regard  to  the 
Conspirators.  There  is  a day  of  reckoning. 
This  is  security  enough,  eVcn  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  can  think  a ministry  vile  enough 
without  it,  to  be  wicked  merely  for  wickedness 
lake.  And  the  security  is  the  same,  as  well  in 
the  absence  of  his  majesty  (which  some  hare 
been  plensed  unnecessarily  to  suppose,  to 
heighten  their  argument)  as  in  his  presence. 
For  os  a king  of  Great  Britain,  though  present, 
is  never  supposed  to  act,  but  by  his  ministers, 
and  they  are  accountable  for  all  that  is  done ; 
*o,  in  his  absence,  if  there  can  be  a difference, 
they  are  much  more,  but  without  doubt,  equal- 
ly, accountable ; no  other  character  that  can 
be  given  them,  altering  at  all  their  ministerial 
office,  or  rendering  them  nt  all  the  less  free  from 
the  apprehension  nnd  awe  of  a parliamentary 

“ But  why  so  much  zeal  agninst  this  length 
of  time,  when  it  ennnot  shew  itself  without 
gross  self-contradiction  ? They  who  make  this 
objection  from  a supposed  absence,  themselves 
profess  oireadiRW%.to:eontmia»thkiBC^»;{lMf ; 
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Majesty  the  Thanks  of  this  House  for  your  Ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne, 
and  for  communicating  to  your  parliament  the 
dangerous  Designs  formed,  nnd  still  carrying 
on,  against  your  majesty’s  most  sacred  person 
and  government,  in  favour  of  a Popish  Preten- 
der. 

“ We  cannot  sufficiently  express  our  detes- 
tation and  abhorrence  thereof,  or  our  just  in- 
dignation against  all  such  as  have,  by  any  means 
whatsoever,  traiteruusly  endeavoured  to  alien- 
ate tlie  affection*  of  your  Mujesty’s  good  sub- 

C,  or,  by  maliciously  fomenting  any  of  their 
discontents,  however  occasioned,  to  raise 
them  to  a spirit  of  rebellion. 

“ We  think  ourselves  in  duty  hound,  on  this 
occasion,  to  declare  our  very  great  satisfaction 
in  the  wise  measures  taken  by  vour  Majesty, 
which,  by  the  blessing  of  God  have  hitherto 
disappointed  the  treasonable  projects  of  all 
your  enemies,  and  happily  preserved  ilia  penc* 
and  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom. 

“ Could  the  enemies  of  our  peace  have  pro- 
cured a foreign  force  to  invade  us,  and,  by 
such  assistance,  a rebellion  to  have  been  raised 
in  the  heart  of  your  kingdom,  though  we  assure 
ourselves  so  desperate  an  attempt  must  have 
ended  in  their  own  destruction,  it  is  not  yet  to 
be  doubted,  but  that  the  city  of  London,  whose.' 
wealth  and  influence  have  been  so  constantly 
employed  in  opposing  Popery  and  arbitrary 
power,  would  have  felt  the  utmost  efforts  of 
their  fury,  nnd  the- kingdom  been  mode  a scene 
of  bloodshed  and  confusion. 

“Such  of  your  Majesty’s  good  subjects,  as 
may  have  been  unwarily  misled  at  so  critical  a 
juncture,  must  now  plainly  discern  the  differ- 


sunimer,  if  necessary;  which  is  liable  to  the 
same  objection.  And  they  who  think  this  act 
so  secure  from  abuse,  whilst  a parliament  is 
sitting  to  keep  power  in  aws,  cannot  but  know 
chat  the  parliament  must  meet  again  at  the 
end  of  this  term ; und  that  there  is  in  truth  as 
effectual  and  as  beneficial  an  awe  from  the 
certainty  tlrat  it  must  meet  then,  as  from-the 

“ If  I have  omitted,  or  mistaken,  any  thing, 
on  either  side  of  the  question  in  hand,  I shall 
consider  it  in  another  paper,  having  no  possible 
interest  but  that  of  my  country.  But  in  the 
present  view  of  it,  I am  free  to  declare,  for  my- 
self, as  one  Englishman,  that  considering  the 
nature  of  the  present  Conspiracy,  nnd  the  ex- 
pectations nml  lace  of  affairs  abroad,  I would 
not  have  thanked  nny  of  my  representatives  for 
defending  me  when  I am  most  secure,  and 
leaving  tile  defenceless  when  I am  least  so. 
Now,  I say,  now  is  the  time,-  (perhaps  the  only 
time  we  may  hnve  left  us,)  to  shew  in  the  face 
of  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  tliat  we  will  try  all 
methods,  rather  than  suffer  a Popish  bigot  to 
be  imposed  upon  us;  and  that  we  hnve  still 
unanimity,  spirit,  and  strength  enough,  to 
search  tlie  present  evil  to- the  bottom.  Iam, 
&c.  Brjt*nkicvs/*  Se*  Political-  -8»te>  vol. 

I . inVar*  13 i'fiiti  satin'n  ( Luff1 ' « 
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woe  between  those  great  calamities,  from 
which,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  they  have  been 
hitherto  preserved,  and  the  imaginary  dangers 
with  which  they  have  been  industriously 
amused. 

“ We  cannot  but  acknowledge  with  most 
grateful  hearts,  the  inestimable  blessings  we 
have  enjoyed  under  your  Majesty’s  government 
during  the  whole  course  of  your  reign  ; and 
return  your  Majesty  our  most  unfeigned  thanks 
for  your  Majesty’s  most  gracious  Declaration, 
on  which  we  entirely  depend,  that  your  Majes- 
ty will  steadily  adhere  to  our  constitution  in 
church  nnd  state,  and  continue  to  make  the 
laws  of  the  realm  the  rule  and  measure  of  all 
your  actions.  And  we  humbly  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  Majesty  of  our  most  unshaken 
fidelity;  and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power,  on  all  occasions,  stand  by  and  assist 
your  Majesty  against  all  your  enemies  whatso- 
ever, both  at  home  and  abroad,  in  maintenance 
of  your  Majesty’s  undoubted  right  and  title  to 
the  Imperial  Grown  of  this  realm.” 

The  King’s  Ansicer.]  The  King’s  Answer 
was  as  follows : 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ I thank  you  for  this  loyal  nnd  dutiful  Ad- 
dress. So  seasonable  a mark  of  your  zeal  and 
affection  will  be  of  the  greatest  service  at  tliis 
critical  juncture,  nnd  lay  me  under  the  strictest 
obligation  to  use  the  confidence  yon  repose  in 
me  to  no  other  ends,  than  the  preservation  of 
the  public  tranquillity,  and  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  my  people.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address  of 
i Thanks .]  Mr.  Speaker  having  afterwards  re- 
ported the  King's  Speech  to  both  Huuses, 

Mr.  William  PuUeney  stood  up,  and  repre- 
sented the  dismal  consequences  of  the  Plot,  if 
[ it  hail  pleased  the  Divine  Providence  that  it  had 
not  been  timely  discovered ; and  moved  for  an 
Address  of  Thanks,  on  the  several  beads  of  his 
Majesty’s  Speech,  particularly  to  congratulate 
his  Majesty  on  the  timely  discovery  of  the  dan- 
| gerous  and  unnatural  Conspiracy  against  his 
Majesty’s  persou  and  government  j to  express 
the  just  detestation  and  abhorrence  t his  faith- 
ful Commons  had  of  all  such  trniterous  prac- 
tices, and  their  indignation  and  resentment 
against  die  authors  and  contrivers  of  them. 

This  was  seconded  'by  Mr.  Doddiogton ; 
but 

Mr.  Shippen  moved  that  to  the  paragraph, 
* Assuring  his  Majesty,  that  his  faithful  Cutn- 
‘ molts  would  enable  him  effectually  to  suppress 
I * all  remaining  spirit  t»f  rebellion,’ these  words 
might  be  added,  ‘ with  due  regard  to  the  liber- 
‘ ty  of  the  subject,  the  constitution  in  church 
' and  state,  and  the  laws  now  in  force.’ 

He  was  seconded  by  sir  William  Wyndliam, 
' member  for  Somersetshire ; bnt 

Mr.  Pulteney  replied,  That  such  n clause 
would  be  injurious  to  the  King,  since  it  would 
look  like  mnlangiai  sortition,  eri  bargain , ,«*& 


his  Majesty,  and  tacitly  imply,  either  that  the 
laws  had  already  been  infringed,  or  that  the 
Commons  were  jealous  lest  his  Majesty  should, 
for  the  future,  break  in  upon  (he  constitution  : 
therefore,  instead  of  the  said  clause,  he  pro- 
posed, that  at  the  latter  end  of  the  Address, 
they  should  return  his  Majesty  their  Thanks  for 
his  most  gracious  Declaration,  that  lie  would 
preserve  the  constitution  in  church  and  state, 
and  continue  to  make  the  laws  of  the  realm 
the  rule  and  measure  of  all  his  actions. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Yonge.  And 
then  the  question  being  put,  which  of  the  two 
clauses  should  be  made  part  of  the  Address,  it 
was  carried  for  Mr.  Pulteney’s  clause,  without 
any  division.  After  this,  a Committee  was  ap. 
pointed  to  draw  up  the  said  Address. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  for  sus- 
pending the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  for  one  Year.] 
Mr.  J ustice  Tracy  and  Mr.  Baron  Price  hav- 
ing brought  from  the  Lords,  a Bill,  ‘ To  im- 
‘ power  bis  Majesty  to  secure  and  detain  such 
‘ persons  as  his  Majesty  shall  suspect  are  con- 
‘ spiring  against  his  person  and  government 
The  same,  upon  Mr.  R.  Walpole’s  motion,  was 
immediately  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a second  time  the  next  morning. 

Oct.  16.  The  said  Bill  was  read  a second 
time,  and  a motion  being  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion put  thereupon,  That  it  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  same  was 
opposed  by 

Mr.  Ctesur,  who  represented  the  dangerous 
consequences  of  a suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act,  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
Englishmen.  He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Hun- 
gerford,  member  for  Scarborough. 

Mr.  Bro-mley  said  thereupon,  That  the  chief 
objection  against  this  bill  being  in  point  of  time, 
and  whether  the  suspension  was  to  continue 
six  or  twelve  months,  it  was  more  proper  to 
debate  it  in  a Committee  than  in  a House,  and 
therefore  he  was  for  committing  it;  which, 
after  some  small  opposition,  was  carried  with- 
out dividing.  The  House  heing  immediately 
resolved  into  that  Committee, and  the  earl  of 
Hertford  placed  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Spencer  Comper  stood  up,  and  opened 
the  debate.  He  declared.  That  he  and  all  his 
family  had  come  as  early  and  as  readily  into 
the  Revolution,  and  on  all  occasions  had  ap- 
peared as  zealous  for  the  present  happy  settle- 
ment as  mty  one : but  yet  he  could  not  he  of 
opinion,  to  trust  the  liberties  of  the  people  in 
the  hands  of  any  ministry,'  for  so  long  a time  as 
above  a year.  That  ueithcr  in  king  William’s 
nor  queen  Anne's  reigns,  nor  since  his  present 
Majesty’s  accession  to  the  throne,  even  in  times 
of  open  and  actual  rebellion,  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus act  had  ever  been  suspended  for  above  six 
months ; nnd  therefore  he  moved,  that  the  pre- 
sent suspension  might  he  limited  to  that  term. 
He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  added,  That  if  at  the  end 
of  those  six  months,  there  appeared  to  be  a ne- 
ocisjity  ifeiF,  pifRrifccFlai?peQ8wnj,,ltB  should,  and 
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bedoubted  uot  but  die  whole  House  would,  rea- 
dily come  into  it.  They  were  answered  by 

Sir  Robert  Raymond  { Attorney  General)  who, 
to  shew  the  necessity  of  the  suspension  for  u 
whole  year,  suid,  That  the  present  Conspiracy 
being  laid  deep,  spreading  far  and  wide,  and 
consisting  of  several  branches,  it  required  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  unravel,  and  make  a full 
discovery  of  it. 

Mr.  Woreler  having  answered  him,  he  was 
replied  to  by  Sir  Gilfred  Lawson,  alter  which 
the  debate  was  continued  between  Mr.  Ilun- 
gerford,  Mr.  Jeft'eries,  Mr.  Hutcheson,  nnd  Mr. 
Slope!-,  who  all  supported  Mr.  Cowper’s  mo- 
tion ; and  Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr.  Yonge,  and  Mr. 
II.  Pelham,  who  were  for  agreeing  to  the  bill 
without  amendments.  At  last 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  Chancellor  and  Under 
Treasurer  of  the  Exchequer,  laid  before  the 
House  some  particulars  of  the  detestable  and 
dungerous  Conspiracy,*  which  for  some  time 


* “ During  the  ferment  of  the  general  elec- 
tion, the  Plot  of  which  bishop  Atterbury  was 
the  head,  was  detected,  uud  from  the  mention 
of  it  in  the  king’s  Speech,  it  became  the  first 
object  which  engaged  the  attention  of  the  legis- 
lature. As  Walpole,  from  his  situation  and  in- 
telligence, procured  the  earliest  information  of 
this  conspiracy,  and  took  an  active  share  in  the 
prosecution,  I shall  throw  together  a few  anec- 
dotes of  bishop  Attcrbnry,  and  add  such  new  in- 
formation os  can  be  derived  from  the  Orford 
and  Walpole  papers.- 

“ Francis  Atterbury  was  horn  at  Middleton 
near  Newport  Pagnel,  in  Buckinghamshire,  in 
1B63.'  lie  received  his  education  at  Westmin- 
ster school,  and  was  from  thence  elected  a stu- 
dent of  Christ  C hurch  College  Oxford.  At  both 
places  he  took  indefatigable  pains  in  improving 
himself,  and  at  a very  early  period,  was  distin- 
guished for  elegance  of  taste,  and  knowledge  of 
classical  literature,  which  he  displayed  in  a 
Latin  version  of  Dryden’s  Absalom  and  Achi- 
tophel,  nnd  a translation  of  some  odes  of  Horace. 
In  the  24th  year  of  his  age  he  proved  his  talents 
in  controversial  writing,,  by  vindicating  Marlin 
Luther  in  a publication,  which  induced  Burnet 
to  rank  him  among  those  eminent  divines  who 
bail  signalised  themselves  by  their  admirable 
defences  of  the  Proiestant  Religion.  On  taking 
orders,  lie  acquired  a high  reputation  by  Ids 
talent  in  prcuching,  nnd  by  supporting,  against 
Hoadly  and  Wake,  the  doctrines  of  the  high 
church.  Bred  tip  in  Tory  principles,  he  wrote  in 
favour  of  passive  obedience,  uud  displayed  so 
much  learning  and  ingenuity,  that  he  was  cho- 
sen prolocutor  of  the  lower  house  of  convoca- 
tion, and  chiefly  managed  the  affairs  in  that 
assembly.  A similarity  of  opinion  induced  him 
warmly  to  espouse  thecauseof  his  friend Such- 
everel,  and  he  is  supposed  to  have  had  the.  prin- 
cipal share  in  drawing  up  the  masterly  defence 
which  the  doctor  delivered  at  his  trial.  He 
was  first  patronised  by  Sir  Jonathan  Trelnwney, 
bishop  of  Exeter ; appointed  by  the  Tory 
administration  of  queen  Anne,  dean  of  Christ 


past  bad  been,  and  wna  stall  carrying  on,  for  tin 
utter  subversion  of  the  present  bappy  settle- 
ment. He  said,  That  tins  wicked  design  was. 
formed  about  Christmas  last ; that  the  conspi- 
rators had  at  first  made  application  to  seme  Po- 
tentates abroad,  for  an  assistance  of  5000  men : 
that  being  denied,  they  afterwards,  about  the  ( 
month  of  April,  made  farther  application  and 
earnest  instances  fur  3000  toon : that  being 
again  disappointed  in  their  expectations  from 
foreign  assistance,  they  resolved  desperately  to- 
go  on,  confiding  in  thetr  own  strength,  and 
fondly  depending  on  ilia  disaffection  in  Eng- 
land  ; and  time  their  first  attempt  was  to  have 
been  the  seizing  of  the  Bank,  the  Exchequer, 
and  such  other  places  where  the  public  money 
was  lodged:  that  the  government  bad  undoubted 
informations  of  this  Plot  ever  since  May  last; 
hut  nevertheless  thought  fit  uot  to  take  up  any 
body,  because  there  being  then  two  teems 
coming  on  together,  the  conspirators  would 


Church,  and,  in  17 13,  advanced,  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  to  the  bishop- 
ric of  Rochester  nnd  deanery  of  Weauninsser. 
At  that  period  lie  was  in  such  high  estimation 
with  the  queen  nnd  ministry,  tbut  he  was  not 
unfrequently  consulted  in  poiuts  of  the  utmost 
importance.  He  was  always  inimical  to  the 
succession  of  the  Hanover  line,  and  nu  the  death 
ofQueen  Anne,  was  accused,  by  Harcouri*  of 
having  offered  to  assist  at  the  proclamation  of 
the  Pretender,  in  his  lawn  sleeves ; and  when 
Ormond  ami  Bolingbroke  declined  taking  nny 
vigorous  step,  is  reported  to  have  exclaimed 
“ Never  was  a better  cause  lost  for  want  of 
spirit  !”  It  is  certain  that  he  was  involved  in 
the  schemes  of  Bolinghrobe,  and  a letter  from 
that  minister  soon  after  the  queen’s  death* 
proves  the  extreme  confidence  reposed  in  him. 

“ On  the  accession  of  George  the  first,  he 
received  evident  marks  of  coldness  from  the 
new  sovereign  ; and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
rebellion,  gnve  an  instance  of  his  disaffection* 
by  refusing  to  sign  the  declaration  of  the  bishops 
in  favour  of  the  crown,  lie  uniformly  employed 
his  great  eloquence  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
opposing  the  measures  of  government,  and  iu 
drawing  up  the  most  violent  protests.  Atter- 
bury was  of  a restless  aspirin"  temper,  ami- 
eager  to  obtain  the  highest  honours  of  the  church, 
which  he  would  certainly  have  acquired*  had  not 
queen  Anne  died.  The  active  part  which  he 
hud  taken  during  her  rei"n,  against  the  sac- 
cession  of  the  house  of  Brunswick,  and  his 
uniform  opposition  to  the  government  of  the 
new  sovereign,  precluded  him  from  all  expec- 
tations of  promotion.  But  when  Sunderland 
courted  the  Tories,  and  made  overtures  to  him 
as  to  the  leader  of  the  disaffected  party,  his 
conduct  was  so  equivocal,  that  his  friends  re- 
prnuched  him  with  having  deserted  bis  princi- 
ples ; nnd  his  enemies  did  not  hesitate  assert- 
ing that  he  had  engaged  in  a conspiracy  against 
the  government,  because  Ins  demand  of  the 
bishopric  of  Winchester  was  rejected.  There 
seems,  however,  to  be  do.  foundation  for  these 
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have  had  the' benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  net 
and  so  the  apprehending  them  was  put  off  until 
the  long  vacation.  He  added.  That  the  trai- 
torous designs  against  his  Majesty's  person  and 
government  had  been  carrying  on  ever  since  the 
death  of  the  late  queen ; and  that  they  could 
prove  that  there  had  been  a meeting  of  some 
considerable  persons,  one  of  whom  was  not  far 
off,  wherein  it  had  been  proposed  to.proclaim 
the  Pretender  at  the  Royal  Exchange.  That 
an  exact  account  of  this  detestable  Conspiracy 
would, in  due  time,  be  laid  before  the  Parliament: 
and  as  to  tbebusiness  now  before  them,  though 
it  was  true,  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  had 
never  before  been  suspended  for  above  six 
months  ; yet,  considering  the  Lords  had  made 
this  suspension  for  a whole  year,  if  the  Com- 
mons should  go  about  to  alter  it,  .the  same 
might  occasion  a difference  between  the  t\yo 
Houses,  which  at  this  time  of  jealousy  and 
danger,  might  sound  ill  hi  foreign  courts. 

After  this  speech,  abontseven  in  the  evening 
tlie  question  being  put,  that  the  Rill  do  pass  as 
it  was  sent  down  from  the  Lords,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative  by  a majority  of  240  voices 
against  193.  Then  the  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  the  earl  of  Hertford  having  immedi- 
ately reported  the  said  bill  to  the  House  with- 
out any  amendment ; it  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed  without  dividing. 

The  Commons'  Address  of  Thanhs  to,  the  King 
for  his  Speech  relating  to  the  Conspiracy .]  Oct. 
17.  The  King  came  to  the  House  ofPecrs  with 
the  usual  solemnity,  and  the  Commons  attend- 
ing, his  Majesty  gave  the  royal  assent  to  the 
said  Bill.  The  same  day  the  House  presented 
their  Address  to  the  King,  as  follows: 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

“We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  iu 


reflections;  it  is  probable  that  in  listening  to 
the  overtures  of  Sunderland,  he  conceived 
hopes,  that  the  minister  was  inclined  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  the  Pretender,  and  that  Sun- 
derland was  duped  by  him,  rather  than  that  he 
was  duped  by  Sunderland.  And  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  inflexibility  of  his  character, 
there  isreason  to  believe  that  he  rejected  all 
offers  of  promotion,  and  was  never  inclined  to 
desert  his  party. 

“ It  appears  from  Sir  Luke  Scliaub’s  corres- 
pondence fromPajis,  that  the  first  intimation  < 
of  the  conspiracy  in  which  lie  was  engaged, 
same  from  the  regent  duke  of  Orleans,  to 
whom  the  agents  of  the  Pretender  communi- 
cated the  plot,  in  hopes  of  receiving  assist-  ( 
ance  from  him,  and  that  be  betrayed  them  to 
the  king  of  England. 

“ In  consequence  of  his  full  conviction  of 
the  truth  and  danger  of  the  Conspiracy,  Walpole 
took  an  active  share  in  condacting  the  prose- 
cution : he  first  mentioned  it  to  the  Honse, 
when  the  bill  for  suspending  the  habeas  corpus 
act  was  opposed,  and  a motion  made  to  limit 
is  duradon to^^^|^.”,lig^oL*lif’l?y  Wajpple. 
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Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  our 
humble  thanks  to  your  Majesty,  for  your  most 
gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

“It is  with  hearts  full  of  joy.  we  approach 
your  sacred  person  to  -congratulate  your  Ma- 
jesty, that,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  designs 
of  your  enemies  have  hitherto  been  bappily 
frustrated  and  disappointed. 

“ We  cannot  sufficiently  acknowledge  your 
Majesty’s  care  and  vigilance,  and  the  wise  and 
prudent  measures  you  have  taken  for  our 
safety,  in  ordering  the  encampment  of  the 
troops,  and  sending  for  such  others  from  Ire- 
land, as  were  thought  farther  necessary  for  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  this  kingdom.  And  it  ip 
the  greatest  satisfaction  to  us,  to  see  the  readi- 
ness of  your  Majesty's  good  friends  and  allies, 
the  States  General,  to  assist  you  with  a good 
body  of  forces,  if  there  bad  been  occasion. 

But  among  all  the  steps  taken  for  the 
safety  of  your  Majesty  and  the  kingdom,  none 
can  possibly  equal  that  of  the  speedy  calling 
your  loyal  Commons  together  in  parliament; 
who  are  met  determined  with  the  utmost  una- 
nimity and  zeal,  to  do  every  thing  in  their 
power  for  the  preservation  of  your  Majesty’s 
most  sacred  person : nor  can  less  be  expected 
from  the  gratitude  and  affection  of  a free  peo- 
ple, sensible  that  through  the  whole  coarse  of 
yuur  reign,  no  innovation  lias  been  attempted 
in  our  holy  religion,  nor  the  least  incroacliment 
made  upon  the  liberty  or  property  of  any  of 
your  subjects,  and  tbit  the  full  enjoyment  of 
all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  them,  is  entirely 
owing  to  your  Majesty’s  government. 

“ Though  the  enemies  of  our  happy  esta- 
blishment should  have  malice  and  boldness 
enough,  still  to  be  carrying  on  their  traiterous 
designs,  yet  we  are  persuaded,  that  all  uneasi- 
ness and  apprehensions  will  vanish,  when  your 
faithful  Commons  assure  your  Majesty,  that 
they  will  enable  you  effectually  to  suppress  ail 
remaining  spirit  of  rebellion. 

“ If  neither  the  sacred  obligation  of  the 
most  solemn  oaths,  nor  the  certain  misery  they 
must  bring  upon  their  country,  who  would  at- 
tempt to  overturn  this  government,  can  deter 
them  from  such  desperate  undertaking*  : If 
there  be  any  of  your  Majesty's  subjects,  who 
are  so  abandoned,  as  to  be  ready  to  exchange 
the  Protestant  religion  for  Popery,  and  liberty 
for  slavery  ; yet  we  hope  the  vigorous  resolu- 
tions of  a loyal  and  dutiful  parliament  will 
convince  them  of  the  danger  as  well  as  folly  of 
such  an  attempt ; and  shew  the  whole  world, 
that  the  generality  and  best  part  of  your  people 
are  so  far  from  giving  any  invitation  to  foreign 
powers  to  invade  us,  that  they  will,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  support  your  Majesty  against 
ail  your  enemies  at  home  and  abroad. 

“ We  cannot  therefore  express  coo  great  an 
abhorrence  of  such  unnatural  practices,  nor 
too  great  an  indignation  against  those  who 
would  have  made  the  capital  of  this  flourishing 
kingdom  a scene  of  blood  and  desolation. 
Wicked  meii ! whilst  they  have  the  malice  to 
ovw" 
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turn  it,  at  the  same  time  have  the  insolence  to 
depend  upon  the  clemency  of  it  for  their  se- 
curity ; while  they  *re  endeavouring  to  destroy 
all  liberty,  they  ore  clamonring  tlmt  r few  of 
them,  are,  for  the  public  safety,  confined  : 
whilst  they  ore  attempting  to  destroy  all  pro- 
perty, they  are  murmuring  at  the  necessary 
taxes  given  to  your  Mojesty  for  the  security  of 
it  : And  whilst  they  net  against  all  law  them- 
selves, they  trust  and  are  confident  that,  even 
in  their  own  case,  the  laws  of  the  realm  will  be 
thd  rule  and  measure  of  your  actions. 

" We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge,  with  great 
gratitude,  your  Majesty’s  goodness,  in  assuring 
us,  that  notwithstanding  the  traiterous  prac- 
tices of  your  enemies  have  made  the  increase 
of  the  annual  experice  necessary,  yet  care  will 
be  taken,  tlmt  the  supplies  to  be  asked  for  the 
year  ensuing,  shall  very  little  exceed  what  was 
given  for  the  service  ol  the  last. 

“ And  we  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will 
not  only  makegood  the  extraordinary  expences 
that  lmvc  been  already  incurred,  but  will,  with 
•II  cheerfulness,  grjun  whatever  shall  be  ne- 
cessary for  tlie  safety  of  the  kingdom;  being 
entirely  convinced,  that  we  can  by  no  other 
means  restore  public  credit,  and  enable  our- 
selves to  attempt  the  gradual  reduction  of  the 
great  national  debt,  with  a strict  regard  to 
parliamentary  faith,  than  by  doing  every  thing 
in  our  power  for  the  support  of  your  Majesty’s 
government,  nnd  the  happy  establishment  in 
your  royal  family. 

“ And  we  do  with  nil  bnmility  return  your 
Majesty  our  unfeigned  thanks  for  your  most 
gracious  Declaration,  on  which  we  entirely 
rely,  that  your  Majesty  will  steadily  adhere  to 
our  constitution  in  church  and  state,  and  con- 
tinue to  make  the  laws  of  the  realm  the  rule 
and  measure  of  your  actions.” 

The  King’s  Anstcer.]  To  die  above  Address 
the  King  returned  the  following  Answer: 

“ Gentlemen ; 

" I return  you  my.  hearty  thanks,  for  this 
very  dutiful  and  loyal  Addresss.  The  season- 
able declarations  of  your  zeal  and  affection  to 
my  person  and  government,  will,  I doubt  not, 
contribute  very  much  to  the  tranquillity  nnd 
safety  of  the  kingdom;  and  as  I shall  always 
look  upon  my  own  and  the  interest  of  my  peo- 
ple to  be  inseparable,  you  may  he  assured  I 
shall  make  no  use  of  any  power  or  confidence 
that  my  fnithful  Commons  shnli  place  in  me, 
but  in  support  of  the  constitution,  and  in 
maintenance  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  my 
people." 

The  Bishop  of  Rochester , Lord  North  and 
Grey , and  the  Earl  of  Orrery  detained- in  the 
Tower,  on  account  of  the  Conspiracy.]  Oct. 
17.  Lord  Carteret  acquainted  die  Lords, 
That  the  bishop , of  Rochester,  the  lord  North 
and  Grey,  and  the  earl  of  Orrery,  were  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower  for  having  entered  into  a 
dangerous  Conspiracy  against  his  Majesty’s 
pent.'.,  aqd  1gpyetflg|.eiu[. , jijirh.thas.  bis  Sfesty- 


desired  the  consent  of  the  House  to  detain  tint 
said  lords  Prisoners  in  the  Tower  by  virtue  of. 
the  Act  passed  this  session  for  suspending  tho 
Habeas  Corpus  act : To  this  the  House  readily 
consented. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  committed  on  u Sus- 
picion of  Ftigh  treason.]  Oct.  26.  The 
House  was  informed  by  lord  Townshend, 
That  his  Majesty,  having  just  cause  to  suspect 
the  duke  of  Norfolk  was  engaged  in  the 
traiterous  Conspiracy  enrrying  on,  had  caused 
him  to  be  apprehended,  anil  did  desire  the 
consent  of  the  House,  that  the  said  duke 
might  be  committed  and  detained.  A motion 
being  thereupon  made,  to  consent  that  the 
said  duke  be  committed  and  detained  accord- 
ingly  ; the  same  was  streuously  opposed  by 
the  carls  of  Aylesford,  Cowper,  Anglescu, 
Strafford,  Coningsby,  and  Uxbridge  ; the  lords 
Bathurst,  Lechmcre,  nnd  some  others ; But 
they  were  answered  by  the  lords  viscounts 
Harcourt,  Townshend,  the  duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  the  lord  Carteret : 

Protest  against  if]  Then  the  question  being 
put  upon  the  said  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  by  60  voices  against  28. 

" Dissentient’ 

“ 1.  Because  we  apprehended  it  to  be  one 
of  the  ancient  undoubted  rights  and  privileges 
of  this  House,  that  no  member  of  the  House 
be  imprisoned  or  detained,  during  the  sitting  of 
parliament,  upon  suspicion  of  High-Treason, 
until  the  cause  nnd  grounds  of  such  suspicion 
be  communicated  to  the  House,  and  the  con- 
sent of  the  House  thereupon  had  to  such  im- 
prisonment or  detainer,  which  ancient  right 
and  privilege  is  recognized  nnd  declared,  in 
plain,  express  and  full  terms,  in  the  act  passed 
this  session  of  parliament,  to  which  the  mes- 
sage from  his  Majesty  refers. 

“ 2.  Because  it  appears  clear  ta  us,  not 
only  from  former  precedents,  even  when  no 
such  law  [Was  in  being  as  that  above-mentioned, 
but  also  from  the  necessary  instruction  of  the 
proviso  therein  concerning  the  privileges  of 
Parliament,  that  the  House  is  intitled  to  have 
the  matter  of  the  suspicion  communicated  to  . 
theoi  in  such  manner  as  is  consistent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  and  will  enable  them  to 
deliberate  and  found  n right  judgment  there- 
upon, for  or  against  the  imprisonment  er  de- 
tainer of  the  person  concerned  ; But  to  main- 
tain, dint  whilst  that  law  shall  be  in  force, 
it  shall  be  sufficient,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  House,  to  communicate  a ge- 
neral suspicion  that  a member  of  the  House  is 
concerned  in  a traiterous  conspiracy,  without 
disclosing  any  matter  or  circumstance  to  war- 
rant such  suspicion,  is,  in  our  oninions,  an  un- 
justifiable construction  of  die  said  proviso, 
and  such  as  wholly  deprives  the  House  of  ilia 
liberty  of  giving  their  free  and  impartial  ad-  . 
vice  to  the  throne  on  this  occasion ; and  such 
n construction  being  made  upon  a law,  so 
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linmcnt  lo  assert  the  privilege?  of  both  Houses', 
appears  to  us  to  pervert  the  plain  words  and 
meaning  of  ir,  in  such  a manner  as  renders  it 
wholly  destructive  of  those  very  privileges  in- 
tended to  be  preserved. 

“ 3.  Because  his  Majesty  having,  in  effect, 
required  the  judgment  and  advice  of  the  House 
touching  the  imprisonment  and  detainer  of  the 
duke  of  Norfolk ; we  ought  not,  as  we  con- 
ceive, either  in  duty  to  his  Majesty,  or  in  jus- 
tice to  the  peer  concerned,  to  found  our  opi- 
nions concerning  the  same  on  any  grounds, 
other  than  such  only  as  his  Majesty  hath  been 
pleased  to  communicate  in  his  message  : And 
his  Majesty,  by  his  message,  having  communi- 
cated only  a geueral  suspicion,  we  think  we 
cannot,  without  the  highest  injustice  to  the 
duke,  and  the  most  palpable  violation  of  one 
of  the  most  valuable  privileges  belonging  to 
every  member  of  this  House,  give  our  consent 
to  his  imprisonment  or  detainer,  and  thereby 
moke  ourselves  parties  to,  aud,  in  some  degree 
the  authors  of  such  bis  imprisonment,  until  we 
have  a more  particular  satisfaction  touching 
the  matters  of  which  be  stands  suspected  ; more 
especially  considering  the  long  and  unprece- 
dented duration  of  the  act  above-mentioned, 
whereby  the  benefit  not  only  of  the  act  com- 
monly called  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  but  of 
Magna  Charta  itself,  aud  other  valuable  laws 
of  liberty,  are  taken  from  the  subjects  of  this 
realm,  aud  extraordinary  powers  are  given,  to 
the  persona  therein  mentioned,  over  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people  for  a twelvemonth  and  up- 

“ 4.  Because,  we  think,  it  is  inconsistent,  as 
well  with  the  honour  and  dignity,  as  with  the 
justice  of  this  House,  in  the  case  of  the 
meanest  subjects,  to  come  to  resolutions  for 
depriving  them  of  their  liberty,  upon  other 
than  clear  and  satisfactory  grounds  : But  as 
the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
are,  by  the  laws,  and  constitution  of  this  king- 
dom, invested  with  peculiar  rights  and  privi- 
leges, of  which  the  privilege  before  mentioned 
is  a most  essential  one,  as  well  for  the  support 
of  the  crown  itself,  as  for  the  good  and  safety  of 
the  whole  kingdom;  we  cannot, os  we  con- 
ceive, without  betraying  those  great  trusts 
which  are  reposed  in  us,  ns  peers  of  this  realm, 
agree  to  a resolution  which  tends,  in  our  opi- 
nion, to  subject  every  member  of  this  House, 
even  while  the  Parliament  is  silting,  to  unwar- 
rantable and  arbitrary  imprisonments:  And  we 
have  the  greater  reason  to  be  jealous  of  the  in- 
fringement of  this  privilege  on  this  occasion, 
because  it  had  been  very  easy,  as  we  think,  for 
those  who  had  the  honour  to  advise  the  framing 
the  said  Message,  to  have  communicated  to  this 
House  the  matter  of  which  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk stands  suspected,  in  such  a manner  as 
might  be  consistent  with,  the  privileges  of  this 
House;  and  at  the  same  time  avoided  any  dan- 
ger or  inconvenience  to  the  crown,  with  regard 
to  the  future  prosecution  of  the  said  duke,  if 
«ny  such  shall  be. 

I 5,  " It  is  thtfkWdwd'uktige^htKlitf  f'W 


liament,  that  this  House  will  not  permit  any 
peer  to.be  sequestered  from  Parliament,  on  a 
general  impeachment  of  the  Commons,  even  for 
higb-treason,  till  the  matter  of  the  charge  be 
specified  in  articles  exhibited  to  this  House; 
which  explains  to  us  the  nature  of  the  privilege 
intended  to  be  secured  by  the  proviso,  and  is 
the  highest  instance  of  the  care  of  this  House 
to  preserve  it  from  being  violated  on  any  pre- 
tence whatsoever : But,  in  our  opinions,  it  must 
create  the  greatest  inconvenience  aud  repug- 
nancy in  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  to  con- 
sent that  a peer  of  the  realm  should  be  impri- 
soned or  detained  (the  Parliament  sitting)  on 
suspicion  of  high- treason  only,  not  warranted, 
for  aught  appears  to  us,  by  any  information 
given  against  him  upon  oath,  or  otherwise,  and 
no  particular  ciroutnstance  of  such  suspicion 
being  communicated  to  the  House. 

6.  “ Because  a resolution  so  ill  grounded  as 
this  appears  to  ns,  may  produce  very  ili  effects, 
in  the  present  unhappy  conjuncture  of  affairs, 

S creating  fresh  jealousies  in  the  minds  of  his 
ajesty’s  subjects,  who  cannot  fail  of  enter- 
taining’certain  hopes  of  the  safety  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s person  and  government  against  all  bis 
enemies,  from  the  advice  and  assistance  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  whilst  they  continue  in 
the  frill  enjoyment  and  free  exercise  of  their 
ancient  and  legal  rights  and  privileges;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  may  be  alarmed  with  new  fears, 
for  the  honour  and  safety  of  his  Majesty  and’ 
his  government,  by  a resolution  token  by  this 
House  for  the  imprisonment  of  a peer  of  the 
realm,  in  such  a manner  as,  in  our  opinions,  is 
highly  injurious  to  his  person,  and  also  to  the 
privilege  of  every  other  peer  of  this  realm ; and 
which  may  prove  of  fatal  consequence  to  the 

constitution  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

(Signed,)  — W.  Kbor',  Bathurst,  Trevor, 
Hay,  Uxbridge,  Oxford,  Cowper,  Fran. 
G'estriens',  Scarsdale,  Lecbmere,  Here- 
ford, Bingley,  Compton,  Strafford, Foley, 
Osborne,  Bristol,  Guilford,  Asliburn- 

Dcbate  on  the  Augmentation  of  the  Arrow.} 
October  26.  The  Commons  in  a grand  Com- 
mittee considered  farther  of  the  Supply,  and 
Mr.  Treby  having  represented  the  necessity,  at 
this  time  of  danger  from  the  traitorous  designs 
and  conspiracies  that  were  still  carrying  oil  by 
the  enemies  of  the  government,  to  increase  the 
present  standiug  forces,  and  thereupon  moved 
for  an  augmentation  of  about  4,000  men,  the 
same  occasioned  a very  long  and  warm  dSbate. 
The  chief  opponents  of  the  motion  were,  Mr. 
Shippen,  lord  Morpeth,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Brom- 
ley, Mr,  Barnard,  Mr.  Crowley,  sir  Thomas 
Hanmcr,  and  Mr.  Hutcheson : But  they  were 
answered  by  Mr.  Sandys,  captaiu  Vernon,  Mr. 
Eversfield,  Mr.  H.  Pelham,  Mr.  Doddington, 
lofd  Stanhope,  Mr.  West,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  R. 
Walpole,  lord  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Pulteney ; 
Then  the  question  being  put  upon  Mr.  Treby ’« 
motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  286 
1 ’Art^b^'^.'iesolved, 
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without  dividing,  “ Tliut  the  number  of  effec- 
tive men,  fur  gonrds  nnd  garrisons  in  Great 
Britain,  Jersey,  and  Guernsey,  for  the  year  | 
1723,  including  1,859  invalids,  be  18,294  men, 
commission  nnd  non-commission  officers  in- 
cTuded.  “ Which  Resolution,  beingthe  next day 
reported,  was  agreed  to  by  the  llouse. 

Mr.  R.  Wulpolc  hint!  a Design  of  laying  an 
extraordinary  Tax  an  Raman  Catholics  and 
Ntmjurors.]  October  31.  The  Commons  in  u 
grand  Committee  considered  of  ways  and  means 
to  raise  the  Supply,  and'upon  Mr.  It.  Walpole's 
motion,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  lay  two 
shillings  in  the  pound  upon  all  lands,  tene- 
ments, pensions,  offices,  &c.  Mr.  Walpole,  on 
that  occasion,  acquainted  the  House,  That 
he  hoped  tliut  tax,  together  with  the  duty  on 
malt,  and  the  million  in  exchequer  bills  which 
the  South-Sea  were  to  repay  to  the  government, 
would  go  near  to  answer  all  the  necessary  ex- 
pellees for  the  next  year’s  service ; ami  in  order 
Lo  make  up  what  might  be  deficient  lie  hinted 
the  laying  an  extraordinary  Tax  of  five  shillings 
in  the  pound,  on  the  Estates  ot  all  Roman  Cu- 
tholics  and  Non-jurors;  which  could  not  be 
thought  either  unjust  or  unreasonable,  consi-  . 
dering  the  ill  use  they  made  of  the  saving  out 
of  their  incomes,  which  most  of  them  laid  out 
in  maintaining  the  Pretender  and  bis  adherents 
abroad,  and  fomenting  sedition  and  rebellion  at 

The  King's  Message  concerning  the  Pretend- 
er’s Declaration .]  November  10.  The  lord  vis- 
count Townsheud  delivered  to  the  House  of 
Peers  the  following  Message  signed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, vix. 

“ G.  R. 

“ His  Majesty  having  been  informed,  That 
maDy  scandalous  Declarations  in  print  have 
been,  by  several  fureigu  posts,  transmitted  into 
this  kingdom,  in  order  co  be  dispersed  among 
his  good  nnd  faithful  subjects,  to  poisou  tbeir 
minds  and  seduce  them  from  their  allegiance; 
several  of  those  Declarations  hnve,  by  his  Ma- 
jesty’s order,  evan  since  his  Majesiy  received 
from  both  Houses  of  Parliament  the  last  mosc 
solemn  and  acceptable  assurances  of  their  fide- 
lity, been  intercepted;  and  among  them  an 
original  in  writing,  signed,  as  his  Majesty  has 
good  reason  to  believe,  by  the  Pretcuder  him- 
self. This,  together  with  one  of  the  printed 
copies,  his  Majesty  has  ordered  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you,  as  a wattor  not  unworthy  of  your  con- 
sideration.’’ 

After  the  reading  of  this  Message,  and  of  the 
Declaration  therein  mentioned,  the  earl  of 
Scarborough  moved,  that  the  House  would 
come  to  some  vigorous  Resolutions,  to  shew 
their  just  resentment  of  the  high  indignity  of- 
fered, in  the  said  Declaration,  to  his  Majesty, 
and  the  whole  British  nation ; and  being  se- 
conded by  the  lord  Harcourt,  a Committee  wu 
appointed  to  draw  up  the  said  Resolutions, 
which  were  immediately  reported  and  . agreed 
to  M digitised  by. ft*  l Iniveraty  or  i 
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“ Resolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, in  Parliament  assembled,  tliut  the  Paper 
[ this  day  communicated  by  ilia  Majesty,  intitled, 

‘ Declaration  of  James  the  third,  king  of  Eng- 
‘ Inntl,  Scotland,  nnd  Ireland,  to  all  his  loving 
1 subjects  of  the  three  nations,  and  to  all  fo-  | 
‘ reign  princes  and  stales,  to  serve  as  a fuunda-  - 
• tion  for  a lasting  peace  in  Europe,’  and  signed  1 
‘ James  Rex,"*  is  a false,  insolent,  and  traitcr- 
ous  libel,  the  highest  indignity  to  Ins  most  sa- 
cred Majesty  King  George,  our  lawful  end  un- 
doubted sovereign,  full  of  arrogance  and  pre- 
sumption, in  supposing  the  Pretender  in  a con- 
dition to  otter  terms  to  his  Majesty;  and  inju-  1 
nous  to  the  honour  of  the  British  nation,  in 
imagining  that  a free  Protestant  people,  happy 
under  the  government  of  the  best  of  princes, 
can  be  so  infatuated,  as,  without  the  utmost 


* The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  said 
Declaration.  The  Pretender  begins  with  shew- 
ing how1  fond  he  is  of  his  subjects ; that,  though 
tiie  obligation  he  owes  to  bis  own  honour  be 
great,  yet  the  obligation  to  die  safety  and  tran- 
quillity of  his  nntive  country  is  above  all  ties 
the  dearest  to  him  and  the  tenderosc.  He  then 
talks  of  the  late  violations  to  the  freedom  of 
elections:  Of  conspiracies  invented  on  purpose 
to  give  pretence  for  new  oppressions:  Of  infa- 
mous informers  -.  And  a state  of  proscription  in 
which  he  concludes  every  honest  well-meaning 
man  to  be.  These  considerations  have  engaged 
him  to  enter  seriously  into  himself,  and  exa- 
mine his  heart,  what  sacrifice  to  make  on  his 
own  part  for  the  public  peace,  especially  of 
these  Kingdoms,  of  which  he  is  the  natural  and 
undoubted  father.  Then  he  proposes,  that,  if 
king  George  will  quietly  deliver  to  him  the  pos- 
session of  his  dirone,  lie  will  in  return  bestow 
upon  him  the  tide  of  king  in  his  native  domi- 
nions, and  invite  all  other  states  to  confirm  it, 
with  a promise  to  leave  to  him  his  succession  to 
the  British  dominions  secure,  whenever  in  due 
course  his  natural  right  shall  take  place.  As 
motives  to  diis  resignation,  he  says,inat  in  king 
George’s  native  dominions  an  uncontestabLe 
right  will  free  him  from  the  crime  and  reproach 
of  tyranny,  and  represents  die  difference  be*  ( 
tween  a calm  undisturbed  reign  over  a willing 

ale,  and  a restless  possession  in  a strange 
, where  authority,  forcing  the  inclinaduns 
of  the  people,  can  only  be  supported  by  blood 
and  violonce,  eternally  subject  to  fears  and 
alarms,  even  when  no  danger  appears.  He 
concludes  with  saying,  king  George’s  settlement 
here  is  frail  and  uncertain,  because  his  tide 
shall,  while  tbe  Pretender  has  health  or  any  , 
descendants  in  being,  be  for  ever  disputed,  con-  i 
jnring  him,  instead  of  advising  with  on  impe-  I 
rions  ministry,  as  much  liis  tyrants  as  the  na- 
tion’s, to  consult  his  reason,  to  ask  his  cousci-  1 
dice,  and  to  examine  bis  interest  and  glory,  ; 
and  then  his  very  ambition  will  admonish  him 
to  descend  from  a throne,  which  must  be  al- 
ways shaking,  to  mount  another  where  his  seat 
. svjU  .tn-.firm  Unit  l 
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contempt  anil  indignation^  to  hear  of  any  terms 
from  a Popish  bigotteri  Pretender. 

- “ Resolved,  by  the  Lords  spiritual  uml  tem- 
poral, in  Parliament  assembled,  'i’hut  the  print- 
,ed  copy  uf  the  Pretender's  Declaration,  men- 
tioned in  his  Majesty’s  Message,  be'  burnt  by 
. the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  at  the 
Royal  Exchange  in  London,  upon  Tuesday 
next  at  one  of  the  clock  ; and  that  the  sheriffs 
of  London  do  cause  the  same  to  be  burnt  there 
accordingly.” 

This  done  the  Lords  sent  a Message  to  desire 
a Conference  with  the  Commons,  which  being 
readily  agreed  to,  the  Lord  President,  one  of  the 
managers  for  the  Lords,  acquainted  the  mana- 
gers for  tlie  Commons,  (who  were  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Edgecombe,  Mr. 
Comptroller,  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Hutcheson,  Mr. 
Yonge,  Mr.  Bromlc-y,  and  Colonel  Bladen) 
That  the  Lords  being  desirous  always  to  keep 
up  a good  correspondence  with  the  Commons,- 
they  had  thought  proper  to  communicate  to 
them  the  Message  their  Lordships  had  received 
from  his  Majesty,  together  with  the  Declaration 
therein  mentioned,  as  also  their  Lordships’  Re- 
solutions upon  this  extraordinary  occasion, 
upon  which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of 
the.Gommons.  The  managers  fur  the  Com- 
, muns  being  returned  to  their  House,  Mr.  Pel- 
ham reported  the  Conference,  and  that  it  was 
to  communicate  to  this  House  a Message  sent 
to  the  Lords  by  his  Majesty,  under  his  sign  ma- 
nual, concerning  nn  original  Declaration  in 
writing,  signed  by  the  Pretender  himself ; to- 
gether with  the  said  Declaration  and  a printed 
' copy  thereof ; and  that  the  Lords  had  come  to 
some  Resolution  thereupon,  to  which  their 
Lordships  desired  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
And  the  said  report,  and  also  the  said  Message 
• from  his  Majesty  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
tlie  declaration  signed  by  the  Pretender,  and 
the  printed  copy  thereof,  and  the  Resolution 
of  the  Lords  thereupon,  were  read. 

Hereupon^  Mr.  Sandys  moved,  for  agreeing 
with  the  Lords  in  the  first  Resolutions,  and  being 
seconded  by  colonel  Bladen,  the  same  was  una- 
nimously agreed  ty.  Then  the  second  Reso- 
.lution  being  read  a second  time,  Mr.  Yonge 
moved  for  an  amendment  to  it,  viz.  “ That  the 
two  sheriffs  of  London-should  then  attend  in 
- their -own  proper  persons,  and  cause  the  said 
Declaration  to  be  burnt  by  die  hands  of  the 
common,  hangman.”  Which  resolution,  so 
amended,  was  agreed  ty,  turn,  com 

On  this  occasion  Mr.  .Yonge,  in  a longspeech, 
run  over  the.  Pretender's  Declaration,  and  ex- 
posedithe  insolence,  weakness,  and  absurdities 
of  that  libel.  . Sir  William  Thompson,  recorder 
of  London,  spoke  also,  with  great  vehemence 
on  thesaine  topic,  as  did  also  Mr.  H. 'Pelham, 
who  moved,  That  an  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty  upon  that  subject.  He  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Arthur  Onslow,  member  for 
Guildford,  who  represented  the  danger  of  Po- 
pery, and  animadverted  on  the  audaciousness 
of  the  Pretender  and  his  adherents  : 

Hereupon  i trvr  a£  ceioltedy  fwn. 'ken. ' .;  v OTiitt' ; 
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an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, expressing  their  utmost  astonishment  and 
indignation  at  the  surprising  insolence  of  the 
Pretender,  in  liis  late  traiterous  and  presump- 
tuous Declaration ; and  to  assure  his  Majesty, 
chat  his  faithful  subjects  being  fully  satisfied 
they  have  no  other  security  for  their  religious 
and  civil  rights,  but  the  preservation  of  his 
person  and  government  and  the  Protestant  suc- 
cession, are  determined  to  support,  with'their 
lives  and  fortunes,  his  most  just  title  to  the 
crown  of  these  realms,  against  the  Pretender 
and  all  his  open  and,secret  abettors.”  And  a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Ad- 
dress, pursuant  to  the  said  Resolution. 

The  Joint  Address  of  both  Houses  to  the 
King,  relating  to  the  Pretender's  Declaration .] 
Nov.  17.  Mr.  Pelham  reported  the  said  Ad- 
dress, which  being  unanimously  agreed  to,  the 
managers  of  the  Commons  were  sent  to  desire 
their  Lordships*  concurrence  both  to  the  Amend- 
ment to  one  of  their  Resolutions  bcforeinen- 
tioned,  and  to  the  Address  the  Commons  had 
agreed  upon.  The  Lords  lmring  readily  con- 
curred, both  Houses  went  immediately  to  ihe 
palace  at  St.  James’s,  and  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty the  said  Address  as  follows  : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  roost  dutiful  and  faith- 
ful subjects  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
and  Commons  in  Parliament  assembled,  being 
deeply  affected  with  the  sense  of  those  many 
blessings  which  we  have  constantly  enjoyed, 
and  hope  long  to  enjoy,  under  your  Majesty's 
most  just  and  gracious  government ; and  being 
thoroughly  convinced  that  our  religious  and 
civil  rights,  as  well  as  the  very  being  of  the 
British  name  and  Constitution,  do,  under  God, 
entirely  depend  upon  the  preservation  of  your 
Majesty’s  sacred  person,  and  of  the  Protestant 
succession,  as  settled  by  law,  in  yonr  royal 
line,  are  filled  with  the  utmost  astonishment 
and  indignation  at  the  unexampled  presumption 
and  arrogance  of  the  Pretender  to  your  do- 
minions, ill  daring  to  offer  such  an  indignity  to 
your  Majesty  and  the  British  nation,  as  to  de- 
clare to  your  subjects,  and  to  all  foreign  princes, 
and  States,  that  he  finds  himself  in  n condition 
to  offer  terms  to  yonr  Majesty,  and  even  to  ca- 
pitulate with  you  for  tlie  nbsolute  surrender 
of  the  religion  and  liberties  of  a free  nation. 

“ However  great  the  infatuation  of  his  ad- 
visers may  be,  we  are  sensible  nothing-  could 
have  raised  his  or  their  hopes  lo  so  extravagant 
a degree  of  presumption,  but  repeated  encou- 
ragements and  assurances  from  the  conspirators 
at  home,  founded  on  the  most  injurious  and 
gross  misrepresentations  of  the  inclinations 
and  affections  of  your  Majesty’s  subjects ; and 
a rash  conclusion,  that  because  some,  from 
whom  it  ought  least  to  have  been  expected, 
bad  broke  through  the  solemn  restraint  of  reit- 
erated oaths,  in  order  to  raise  themselves  on 
tlie  ruins  . of  their  country  ; thereforeylie  whole 
body  of  the  nation  was  ripe  for  the  same  fatal 
' deftcriuby  oiMbrdady  MG  Iteliastgeilhifl  jin  M and 
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legal  government  of  a most  indulgent  prince, 
for  the  boundless  rnge  of  an  attainted  fugitive, 
bred  up  in  tbe  maxims  of  tyranny  and  super- 

“ But  we,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  resolve,  by  n steady  and  constant 
adherence  to  your  government,  to  wipe  off  this 
stain  and  imputation  from  tbe  untne  of  Britons  ; 
and  to  convince  the  world,  that  those  wicked 
designs,  formed  ngninst  your  Majesty’s  sacred 
person  and  government,  which  the  insolence  of 
this  declaration  proves  to  be  most  real  while 
it  affects  to  treat  them  as  imaginary,  are  indeed 
impracticable  against  a prince  relying  on  and 
supported  by  the  vigour  and  duty  of  a British 
Parliament  and  the  affections  of  his  people. 

“ And  we  beg  leave  in  tbe  most  solemn 
manner,  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  neither 
the  impotent  menace  of  foreign  assistance, 
nor  the  utmost  efforts  of  domestic  traitors  shall 
ever  deter  us  front  standing  by  your  Majesty 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  nod  supporting 
your  Majesty's  most  just  title  to  the  crown  of 
these  realms  against  the  Pretender  and  all  his 
open  and  secret  abettors,  both  at  home  and 

The  King's  A usurer.]  To  which  his  Majesty 
returned  the  following  Answer  ; 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ I give' you  many  thanks  for  the  just  re- 
sentment you  have  expressed  against  the  indig- 
nity offered  to  me  and  the  British  nation.  I 
shall  continue  to  protect  and  support  my  good 
people  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  religion, 
liberties,  and  properties,  against  all  that  shall 
endeavour  to  subject  them  to  tyranny  and  su- 
perstition.1’ 

■ Debate  in  the  Gammons  on  tbe  Motion  f or 
raising  100.000/.  on  the  Homan  Catholics  to- 
wards the  Stiffly,  of  the  current  Tear.]'  Nov. 
93.  In  a grand  Committee,  the  Commons  con- 
sidered on  ways  and  mean9  to  raise  the  Supply, 
and  a motion  was  mnde,  “ That  towards  raising 
the  supply,  and  reimbursing  to  the  public  the 
great  expences  occasioned  by  the  late  rebellions 
mid  disorders,  the  sum  of  100,000/.  be  raised 
and  levyed  upon  the  real  and  personal  estates 
of  all  Papists,  Popish  Recusants,  or  persons 
educated  in  the  Popish  Religion,  or  whose  pa- 
rents are  Papists,  or  who  shnll  profess  the 
Popish  religion,  in  lieu  of  all  forfeitures  already 
incurred  for,  or  upon  account  of  their  recusancy, 
and  in  lieu  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  two 
thirds  of  their  registered  estates  for  one  year.-’ 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  sir  Wilfred  Lbw- 
ioii,  and  Mr.  Hungerfnrd,  who  suggested,  That 
such  an  extraordinary  tax  would  carry  the  face 
of  persecution,  which  was  inconsistent  with  the. 
principles  and  temper  of  the  Protestant  Reli- 
gion. 

Dr.  Friend  added,  That  some  of  those  that 
had  their  education  in  foreign  Popish  Semina- 
ries proved  some  of  the  best  friends  to  the  pre- 
sent government. 
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little  of  foreign  education,  hut  be  doubted  very' 
much  whether  loyalty  to  king  George  wos 
taught  by  priests  and 'Jesuits  in  UotmshSc- 

'lilm  Lord' Gage,  (who  was  bred  n Roman  Ca- 
tholic) hereupon  said,  Tlnit  he  believed  mint  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  to  he  very 'loyal  subjects, 
though  by  their  principles  they  ennnot  take  the 
oath  of  Supremacy  ; and  therefore  his  lord- 
ship proposed  that  n new  oath  of  Allegiance 
might  he  framed  for  them. 

Mr.  Onslont  spoke  on  the  same  side,  and  de- 
clared bis  abhorrence  of  persecuting  any  body, 
on  account  of  their  opinions  in  Religion.  This 
was  answered  by 

Sir  William  Thompson,  who  stated  the  notion 
in  his  opinion  of  persecution,  which  was  otdy 
when  any  one  is  punished  for  bis  particular 
opinion  in  religion,  and  for  serving  God  accord- 
ing to  that  opinion  and  the  dictates  of  con- 
science : but  added.  That  was  not  tbe  case  here, 
for  the  extraordinary  tax  now  intended  to  be 
raised  upon  the  Papists,  was  not  a punishment 
for  their  being  Roman-Catholics,  but  on  ac- 
count of  penalties  they  had  at  divers  times  in- 
curred, for  being  enemies  to  the  civil  govern- 
ment, raising  rebellions,,  and  contriving  plots 
against  the  State. 

lie  was  replied  to  by  lord  Gage,  who  was 
answered  by  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  and  lie 
again  by  Mr.  Ilungerford.  At  last 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  stood  up,  and  represent- 
ed the  great  dangers  this  nation  Imd  been  in, 
ever  since  the  Reformation,  from  the  constant 
endeavours  uf  Papists  to  subvert  our  hnppy 
constitution  and  the  Protestant  Religion,  by 
the  most  cruel,  violent,  and  unjustifiable  me- 
thods ; that  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to 
charge  any  particular  person  among  them  with 
being  concerned  in  t|ie  present  horrid  conspi- 
racy, but  that  it  was  notorious  to  the  whole 
world,  that  many  of  them  had  been  engaged  in 
the  Preston  Rebellion,  and  some  were  executed 
for  it ; and  the  present  plot  was  contrived  at 
Rome,  and  countenanced  in  Popish  countries  ; 
that  many  of  the  Papists  were  not  only  well- 
wishers  to  it,  but  had  contributed  large  sums  of 
money  towards  carrying  of  it  on  ; and  therefore 
he  thought  it  was  very  reasonable,  since  they 
trade  such  ill  use  of  the  savings  of  the  incomes 
of  their  estates,  that  the  same  should  go  towards 
the  great  expenco  which  they  and  the  Preten- 
der's friends  had  put  the  nation  to. 

Then  the  question  being  put  upon  the  motion 
above,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  217 
votes,  against  168. 

Nov.  26.  The  above  Resolution  was  reported, 
and  the  question  being  pur,  That  the  House  agree 
with  the  Committee,  it  was  very  vigorously  op- 
posed by  lord  Gage,  Mr.  Lutwyche,  Mr.  Iiun- 
gerford,  Mr.Sloper,  and  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  which 
Inst  took  notice,  That  though  the  law  for 
taking  awny  two  thirds  of  the  estates  of  Popish  i 
recusants,  which  was  made  in  queen  Elizabeth’s  J 
reign,  was  a just  punishment  the  Roinnn-Calho-  - 
lies  drew  upon  themselves  bp  their  frequent 


PARL.  HIS'l'ORY,  9 Geobge  I.  17U2. — Debate  on  the  Supply. 


53]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  0 Georgi  I.  1723. — Debate  concerning  Layer’s  Trial.  [54 


conspiracies  against  her  life  and  government ; 
yet  nevert jieless,  such  was  the  wisdom  and  mo- 
deration of  that  excellent  princess  and  of  her 
ministers,  that  they  never  put  that  severe  law  in 
execution  ; ami  since  those  great  virtues  shone 
no  less  brightly  in  his  present  Majesty,  than  in 
queen  Elizabeth,  his  royal  Predecessor,  he 
wished  he  could  say  the  same  of  those  who 
have  the  hunourto  serve  him.  Mr.  West  spoke 
likewise  against  the  Resolution,  hut  was  an- 
swered by  Mr.  Lowndes,  captain  Vernon,  and 
Mr.  R.  Walpole,  so  that  the  question  being  put 
thereupon,  it  was  carried  by  188  voices  against 
178 ; and  a Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

Petition  from  the.  South  Sea  Company,  re- 
lating to  the  converting  one  Moiety  of  their  Ca- 
pital into  Annuities.]  December  12.  A Petition 
of  the  South  Sea  Company  was  presented  to  the 
House  by  sir  John  Eyles,  and  read,  setting  forth, 
That  they  laboured  under  an  insupportable  bur- 
den, from  which  they  prayed  to  be  relieved  by 
this  House;  and  that  they  were  content  to 
convert  part  of  their  Capital  into  Anuuitics, 
redeemable  by  Parliament,  transferable  aland 
payable  by,  the  said  Company. 

Hereupon  Mr.  R.  Walpole  informed  the 
House,  That  his  Majesty  had  been  acquainted 
witli  the  substance  of  the  said  Petition,  and  had 
commanded  him  to  acquaint  this  House; 
That  his  Majesty  gave  lus  consent  that  this 
House  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  said  Petition,  upon  condition  that  the  said 
Company  should  convert  one  moiety  of  their 
capital  into  annuities. 

Then  some  clauses  in  the  Act  of  Parliament 
of  the  seventh  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  inti- 
tied,  an  Aot,  ‘ For  making  several  provisions  to 
1 restore  the  public  credit,  which  suffers  by  the 
1 frauds  and  mismanagement  of  the  late  Direc- 
‘ tors  of  the  South-Sea  Company  and  others,’ 
were  read,  and  a motion  being  made,  that  the 
Petition  above-mentioned  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  who  were  to  consider  of  the  State  of 
Public  Credit  and  of  the  State  of  the  National 
Debt,  the  said  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Sloper,  serjeant  Pengelly,  Mr.  Hutcheson,  Mr. 
Freeman,  nnd  sir  Joseph  Jekyll  : but  being  an- 
swered by  sir  John  Eyles,  Mr.  Methuen,  and 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  the  said  motion  was  car- 
ried, without  dividing. 

Then  the  House  went  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee, and  amotion  being  made  for  remitting 
the  two  millions  due  from  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany to  the  government,  and  for  converging  into 
Annuities  one  moiety  of  their  Capital  Stock  : 
this  was  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  Sloper, 
sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr.  Thomas  Broderick,  sir 
Nathaniel  Gould,  Mr.  Trenclmrd,  sir  Wilfred 
Lawson,  and  lord  Tyrconnel,  who  were  answer- 
ed by  Mr.  Hungerford,  sir  John  Eyles,  Mr. 
Yonge,  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole,  and  Mr.  William  Pulteney.  After  a 
debate  that  lasted  till  seven  in  the  evening,  the 
question  beingp Ut  Upwuhttie^ vetaiiiii 1 ’ioWdilj't&e' 


same  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  210 
voices  against  147. 

The  Commons  appoint  a Committee  to  examine 
Christopher  Layer  touching  the  Conspiracy.] 
January  15,  1733.  Upon  a motion  made  by  sir 
John  Rushout.it  was  resolved,  stem.  con.  “ That 
a Committee  he  appointed  to  go  to  the  Tower 
of  London,  to  examine  Christopher  Layer, 
in  relation  to  the  conspiracy  mentioned  in  bis 
Majesty's  Speech,  at  the  opening  of  this  Par- 
liament, to  be  carrying  on  against  his  person 
nnd  government ;"  and  orderetl,  That  such 
members  of  the  House  ns  were  of  his  Majesty’s 
Privy-Council,  be  the  said  Committee,  viz. 
The  lion.  Mr.  Spencer  Compton,  Speaker; 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr. 
Methuen,  Mr.  William  Pulteney,  Mr.  John 
Smith,  Mr. Hampden,  lieutenant-general  Wills, 
and  sir  Robert  Sutton.  After  this,  upon  ano- 
ther motion  made  by  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  it 
was  also  resolved,  to  address  bis  Majesty,  for 
the  several  Examinations  and  Papers  relating 
to  Christopher  Layer. 

Jan.  16.  Mr.  R.  Walpole,  pursuant  to  the 
Addressof  the  House  to  his  Majesty,  presented 
to  the  House  several  original  Papers  relating  to 
Mr.  Layer;  and  having  delivered  them  in  at 
the  table  sealed  up,  Mr.  Shippen  moved,  That 
the  packet  be  opened, and  the  Papers  read.  He 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Jefferies ; but  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney having  represented,  That  as  those  Papers 
were  to  be  aguide  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  Mr.  Layer,  it  was  improper  to 
make  them  public  before  the  said  Examination 
was  over  ; it  was  thereupon  ordered,  1.  “ That 
the  said  Papers  be  referred  to  that  Committee. 
2.  That  the  said  Committee  meet  and  sit  at 
such  time  and  place  as  they  thought  fit.  3.  That 
three  be  the  Quorum  of  the  said  Committee.” 

Dclatrin  the  Lords  concerning  the  Printing  of 
Layer's  Trial. ] Jan.  2 1 .The  earl  ot'Anglesca  took 
notice,  That  at  the  opening  of  this  session  his 
Majesty,  in  liis  Speech  from  the  throne,  bad 
been  piensvd  to  acquaint  both  Houses  with  the 
discovery  of  a dangerous  Conspiracy,  which, 
for  some  time,  had  been  formed,  anil  was  still 
carrying  on,  against  his  Majesty's  person  mid 
government  ; that  some  of  the’ conspirators  laid 
been  taken  up  and  secured,  and  that  endea- 
vours were  used  for  apprehending  others  ; that 
one  of  the  principal  plotters  (Christopher 
Layer)  bnving  since  that  time,  been  tried  and 
condemned,  it  was  somewhat  strange,  that  no 
particulars  relating  to  llie  said  Conspiracy  had 
been  yet  communicated  to  that  llouse,  the 
rather  because  several  of  their  meulbeis  had 
been  apprehended,  and  were  still  confined  upon 
suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  it  : Ami  there- 
fore his  lordship  moved,  “ That  the  Judges  of 
the  King’s-bench  be  ordered  to  cause  the  Trial 
of  Christopher  Layer,  esq.  to  be  forthwith 
printed  and  published,  the  same  being  first  pe- 
rused by  the  King’s  Counsel.” 

This  motion  wos  backed  by  the  earls  Cowpcr, 
•Strafford  wild1  AyleaforU  jah  e-fordi  Tfevor,  Ba- 
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thurst,.nnd  Leclimere,  who  urged,  “ Ttlnt  lliere 
lud  been  nil  extraordinary,  itiid  in  their  opi- 
iiioii,  im  unnecessary  delay  in  the  priming  nnd 
publishing  the  Hftid  Trial,  it  being' two  months 
since  Mr.  Luyer  was  tried,  directirtn'  luring 
been  given  to  Samuel  Buckley,  for  the  speedy 
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rette:  That  no  step  Having  been  thken  for 
obtaining  thb  justice  due  by  the  Inns  of  the 
lUnd  to  ufiy  of  the  other  conspirators,  the  pub- 
lication of  the  said  Trial  ought,  in  their  opi- 
nion, to  have  been  quickened,  whereby  the 
nation  would  have  received  sue li  satisfaction, 
Concerning  the  Said  execrable  Conspiracy,  as 
could  be  collected  from  the  said  proceeding  ; 
and  the  House  have  been  enabled  to  make 
Mich  use  of  ir,  as  should  appear  necessary  for 
' the  honour,  interest,  and  safety  of  his  Majesty 
ami  his  kingdoms.”  To  this  it  was  answered 
by 

The  Lord  Carteret,  That  the  Order  moved  for 
was  altogether  unnecessary,  directions  having, 
long  before,  been  given  by  the  Judges  of  the 
court  of  Jiing’s-liench,  fur  the  printing  and 
publishing  of  the  said  Trial  with  all  convenient 
speed;  that  the  said  Trial  being  of  n very 
large  extent,  and  several  parts  of  it,  (lint  were 
taken  down  in  slant  hand,  requiring  a great 
deal  of  time  to  be  put  in  order,  and  revised 
and  rectified  by  the  judges,  and  the  counsel  on 
both  sides;  had  occasioned  the  delay  com- 
plained of ; but  that  the  priming  of  the  said 
Trial  being  now  in  great  forwardness,  the  same 
would  be  published  in  a few  days. 

Protest  relating  thereto .]  His  lordship  was 
supported  by  the  dukes  of  Argyle  and  New- 
castle, and  a question  being  stated  upon  the 
earl  of  Anglesey's  motion,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  put.  That  the  said  question  he  now 
put,  which  was  curried  in  the  negative,  by  53 
voices  against  32. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  it  appeared  to  us.  nn  the  debate 
of  the  main  question,  that  there  has  been 
unnecessary  and  affected  delay  in  the  priming 
and  publishing  the  said  Trial,  it  being  full  tw> 
months  since  Christopher  Layer  was  tried 
and  direction  having  been  given  fur  the  speedy 
publishing  thereof,  so  long  since  os  the  27th  of 
November  last,  as  appears  by  an  advertise- 
ment, printed  by  authority,  in  the  Gazette  ; 
and  it  having  been  allowed  in  the  debate,  tliut 
the  delay  ivns  extraordinary,  and  no  fact 
having  been  laid  before  the  House  sufficient, 
as  we  apprehend,  to  excuse  such  delay,  we 
think,  that  the  main  question  ought  to  hove 
been  put,  as  the  only  security,  in  our  opinion, 
against  any  farther  neglect,  and  Co  prevent  any 
imputation  on  the  honour  of  the  House  for 
countenancing  or  conniving  at  such  delay. 

S.“  Thisllou6c  having  received  no  manner  of 
satisfaction,  since  his  Majesty’s  most  gracii 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  touching  the  hot 
Conspiracy  therein  cummunioated  jj  and 


step  having  been  token,  for  ought  appears  to 
us,  either  in  Parliament,  or  elsewhere,  for  ob- 
taining the  justice  due  by  the  laws  of  the  land 
to  any  of  i he  conspirators  (except  thd  said 
Layer)  though' his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  as- 
sure this  House, in  his 'Speech. from  the  throne, 
that  some  of  tlio  conspirators,  wore  then  taken 
up  and  a.  cared  ; we  think  that  thcninm  ques- 
tion ought  to  have  been  [rut,  whereby  the  pub- 
ication  'of  the  said  trial  might  have  been 
quickened,  and  thereby  the  nation  have  re- 
ceived such  satisfaction  concerning  the  said  ex- 
ecrable conspiracy,  as  could  be  collected  from 
id  proceeding  ; and  this  House  have 
been  enabled  to  ’ make  such  use  thereof,  ns 
should  appear  necessary  in  their  whdtmi  for 
the  honour,  interest,  and  safety  of  his  Majesty 
and  his  kingdoms. 

3.  “ Because  we  rfre  apprehensive,  that 
the  delay  in  publishing  ihe  said' trial  may  have 
contributed  to  create  jealousies  concerning  the 

nspiracy,  and  may  have  encouraged  ill 
affected  persons  to  foment  the  same,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  Iii3  Majesty’s  government  ; 
nnd  as,  in  our  opinion,  the  speedy  publishing 
the  said  trial,  if  the  same  Imd  been  done,  might 
induced  to  the  prevention  of  those  inis- 
we  also  conceive,  that  the  fuilher 
growth  of  them  might  have  been  checked,  if  the 
main  question  had  been  put,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

4.  “ Because  we  think  it  of  great  consequence 
to  his  Majesty’s  service,  tliut  the  publication 
of  the  said  trial  should  have  been  made  under 
the  strictest  security  again,!  any  partiality  or 
other  abuse  relating  thereto;  and  therefore, 
we  think,  the  muin  question  ought  to  have 
been  put,  whereby  the  care  and  inspection 
thereof  would  have  been  lodged,  by  authority 
of  this  House,  in  the  htfnds  of  the  Judges,  to 
w hom  it  properly  belongs  ; nnd  its  falling  into 
any  oilier  hands  not  so  proper,  or  not  so  im- 
mediately responsible  to  this  House,  would 
have  been  prevented.— — (Signed,)  Anglesea, 

Craven,  Cowper,  Bathurst,  Aylesford, 
Gower,  Osborne,  Fran.  Cestriens’,  Wes- 
ton, Strafford,  Hereford,  Foley,  Lech- 
mere,  Trevor,  Ashburnham,  Compton.” 

Delate  in  the  Lords  on  a Motion  for  the 
Jttdgrs,  Counsel.  4-e.  eoncerned.in  Layer's  Trial, 
to  utt.  nd  the  House.]  Then  the  lord  Bathurst 
moved  ‘‘That  the  Judges  of  the  King's-bench 
should  attend  in  their  places  on  Thursday  next, 
and  that  the  Kiug’s  counsel  who  were  concern- 
ed in  the  trial  of  Christopher  Layer,  and  also 
the  counsel  for  the  said  Layer  at  the  said  trial, 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Buckley,  and  the  person  or 
persons  who  took  the  said  trial  in  short  hand, 
should  attend  at  the  bar  of  this  House  at  the 
same  time."  This  motion  was  supported  by 
the  lord  Lechmere,  the  earls  of  Strafford,  Co- 
ningsby,  Bristol,  and  Cowper;  but  was  op- 
posed by  the  lords  Carteret  and  Onslow,  and 
the  duke  of  Newcastle. 

Protest  on  the  said  Motion's  passing  in  the 
Ne^afmr.jj  ^ So  that  the^u^Uon  being  put 
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thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  by 
48  voice*  against  29. 

“ Dissentient' 

1.  “ Because  the  House  having  resolved, 
that  the  question  lor  ordering  the  printing  the 
trial  of  Laver  should  not  now  be  put,  we  are  of 
opinion,  ihnl  it  is  thereby  made  necessary,  fur 
the  honour  of  the  House,’  that  the  occasion  of 
the  delay  should  he  inquired  into;,  for  without 
such  inquiry,  we  are  apprehensive,  that  the 
proceedings  of  this  House  may  he  miscon- 
strued ns  tending  to  countenance  such  delay. 

2.  “ Because  we  think  it  the  right  of  this 

House  to  enquire  into  all  neglects  or  abuses 
which  concern  the  public;  and  though  it  was 
objected  in  the  debate,  that  such  inquiry  might 
carry  some  imputation  on  the  judges,  nr  other 
persons  concerned  ; we.  think  that  that  ob- 
jection may  be  equally  assigned  against  all  in- 
quiries; hut  is  inconsistent  with  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  House,  and  ought  not,  as  we 
conceive,  to  be  put  in  the  balance  with  the 
honour  of  the  House  and  the  public  service,  to 
which  the  question,  in  our  opinion,  has  an  ap- 
parent' tendency. (Signed,)  A nglesea, 

Aylesford,  Ashburuham,  Fran.  Ces- 
trieus’,  Brooke, Craven,Strafford,  Comp- 
ton, Weston,  Lechmere,  Gower,  Tre- 
vor, Cowper,  Osborne,  Bathurst,  Foley.” 

Debate  on  the  Protest  of  Jan.  21,  relating  to 
the  Printing  of  Layer's  Trial.]  Jnn.  29.  The 
Order  was  read,  for  taking  into  consideration 
tpe  Protest  entered  in  the  Journal  of  this 
House  upon  Monday  the  21st  of  this  instant 
January ; and  the  several  Reasons  in  the  snid 
Protest  being  read,  a motion  was  made.  That 
it  is  a groundless  assertion  in  the  Protest  en- 
tered upon  Monday  the  21st  of  this  instant 
January,  that  it  appeared  in  the  debate,  that 
there  had  been  an  unnecessary  and  a fleeter] 
Delay  in  the  printing  nod  publishing  the  trial 
of  Christopher  Layer  ; and  the  utmost  indignity 
to  this  House  to  suggest  that  any  question  was 
necessary  to  have  been  put,  for  preventing  an 
imputation  on  Use.  honour  of  this  House,  for 
countenancing  or  conniving  at  such  delay. 

And  a question  being  stated  thereupon,  it 
was  proposed  after  the  word  • Debate,"  and  be- 
fore the  word  1 that'  to  add  these  words,  viz. 

‘ to  the  Lords  who  signed  the  said  Protest.’ 
Which  being  objected  to,  the  question  was  put 
whether  those  words  shall  lie  made  part  of  the 
question  f It  was  resolved  m the  negative. 
Content  34.  Not  content  04. 

Then  it  was  proposed,  after  the  word, 1 ques- 
‘ lion,’  :qjd  before  the  words  ‘was  necessary,' 
to  insert  these  words. viz.  ‘in  the  opinion-of 
‘ the  same  Lords.’  Which  being  likewise  ob- 
jected to,  the  question  was  put,  whether  those 
words  should 'be  made  part  of  the  question? 
It  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Protest  relating  to  the  said  Protest .]  Then 
the  foregoing  stated  question  was  put ; aud 
it  was  resolved  Ittl ‘the 'altirriftH 1 by  me  l.iuvcntit 


“Dissentient’ 

• 1.  “ Because,  the  assertion  and  suggestion 
in  she  Protestation  intended  to  he  censured  by 
the  Resolution  arequalified  as  the  amendments 
offered  would  have  stated  them,  if  admitted,  by 
being  restrained  to  the  opinion  of.  the  Lords 
who  signed  the  Protestation ; but  those  restric- 
tions are  wholly  omitted  in  the  Resolution  : 
And  we  are  clearly  of  opiitiou,  that  if  the  as- 
sertion.and  suggestion  had  been  set  forth  in  the 
Resolution,  as  they  stand  in  the  Protestation, 
they  could  not  have  beeu  censured  with  any 
colour  of  justice ; but  that  the  said  omission 
being,  as  we  conceive,  of  a circumstance  ex- 
tremely material,  we  think  the  censures  cou- 
taiued  in  the  Resolution  are  not  applicable  to 
the  assertion  and  suggestion  found  in  the  Pro- 
testation, hut  to  such  as  are  of  a very  different 

2,  “ The  restraining  the  assertions  used  in 
Protestations  to  the  apprehension  or  opinion  of 
the  Lords  protesting,  where  it  contradicts  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  is,  as  we  conceive,  so 
much  of  the  essence  of  a Protestation  with 
_ reasons,  that  of  the  great  number  of  instances 
of  such  Protestations  standing  on  the  Journals 
of  this  House,  not  one  would  he  found  regular 
among  them,  if  that  due  caution  and  respect 
to  the  opinion  of  the  majority  was  omitted ; 
and  therefore  it  seems  clear  to  us,  that  the  like 
censure  might  be  as  justly  passed  on  all  the 
Protestations  with  reasons,  that  were  ever  en- 
tered, if  they  were  recited  and  represented  in 
the  same  manner  as  we  conceive  this  to  be. 

(SigncJ,)  Brooke,  Fran.  Cestriens’,  Scars- 

dale,  Cowper,  Craven,  Montjoy,  Ash- 
biirntmm,  Trevor,  Litchfield,  Eseter, 
, Guildford,  Osborne,  Hereford,  Uxbridge, 
Strafford,  Anglesea,  Lechmere,  Comp- 
ton, Foley,  Bathurst,  llay,  Aberdeen, 
Gower,  Bingley.” 

Farther  Protests  relating  to  the  Printing 
of  Layer's  Trial.]  Then  a motion  was  made, 
“ That  the  said  Trial  has  been  printed  and 
published  with  as  much  expedition  as  the 
length  and  nature  of  the  said  Trial,  and  the 
careful  perusal  and  examination  thereof  by  the 
Judges,  could  admit  of,  and  in  as  little  lime  as 
has  been  generally  accustomed  in  the  like 
cases;  and  that  it  Is  on  unjust  insinuation  that 
the  authority  of  this  House  was.  wanting  for 
lodging  the  enre  and  inspection  of  the  said 
Trial  in  the  hands  of  the  Judges,  or  that  there 
was  any  danger  of  iis  falling  into  any  other 
hands,  or  that  the  same  had  been  under  the  di- 
rection of  any  others  whatsoever  besides  the 
Judges.”  And. a question  being  stated  there- 
upon, it  was  proposed  to  leave  out  these  words, 
“ And  that  it  is  an  unjust  insinuation,  that  the 
authority  of  this  House  was  wanting  for  lodging 
the  care* and  inspection  of  the  said  trial  in  the 
hands  of  the  Judges,  or  that  there  was  any 
danger  of  its  falling  into  any  other  hands,  or 
that  the  same  had  been  under  the  direction  of 
any  others  whatsoever  besides  the  Judges.” 
Which' hei'itfg'hbjtlcifea  ^ feiffieitUlh  was  put. 
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— ler  those  words  shall  stand  part  of  the 
question  ? It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  by 
68  against  35. 

“ Dissentient* 

' “ Because  we  conceiveit  to  be  contrary  to  the 
nature  and  course  of  proceedings  in  Parliament, 
that  n complicated  question  consisting  of  mat- 
ters of  a different  consideration  should  be  put, 
especially  if  objected  to,  that  Lords  mny  not 
be  deprived  of  the  liberty  of  giving  their  judg- 
ments on  the  said  different  matters,  if  they 

think  fit. / Signed,]  Scarsdale,  Aberdeen, 

Exeter,  Brooke,  Osborne,  Hay,  Trevor, 
Anglesea,  Cowper,  Finn.  Cestriens’, 
Montjoy,  Foley,  Ashburnlmm,  Strafford, 
Gower,  Craven,  Bathurst,  Guilford, 
Litchfield,  Lechmere,  Bingley, Uxbridge, 
Compton,  Hereford.’' 

Then  the  main  question  was  put..  “That  the 
said  Trial  has  been  printed  and  published  with 
ns  much  expedition,  ns  the  length  and  nature 
of  the  said  Trial,  and  the  caretul  perusal  and 
examination  thereof  by  the  Judges,  could  ad- 
mit of,  and  in  as  little  time  as  lias  been  ge- 
nerally accustomed  in  the  like  Cases ; and 
that  it  is  an  unjust  insinuation,  that  the  au- 
thority of  this  House  was  wanting  for  lodging 
the  care  and  inspection  of  the  said  Trial  in 
the  hands  of  the  Judges,  or  that  there  was 
any  danger  of  its  falling  into  nny  other  hands, 
or  that  the  same  had  been  under  the  direction 
of  any  others  whatsoever  besides  the  Judges  ?” 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  by  58 
against  38. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  '■  Because  when  a question  was  moved, 
on  the  twenty-first  of  this  instant,  in  order  to 
appoint  a day  for  this  House  to  inquire,  if  the 
printing  Layer’s  Trial  was  dispatched  with  all 
proper  expedition,  or  if  not,  where  the  fault 
lay ; which  would  naturally  have  led  us  to  have 
seen  if  it  had  fallen  into  any  other  hands  than 
it  should  have  done;  though  we  thought  it 
highly  reasonable,  the  majority  of  the  House 
then  did  not,  and  we  were  yet  willing  to  have 
gone  into  the  same  examination  ; but  we  can- 
not conceive  it  to  be  fit  or  agreeable  to  the 
dignity  or  regdlar  course  of  proceedings  in  this 
House  to  vote  or  resolve  so  many  matters  of 
fact,  as  are  contained  in  this  Resolution,  with- 
out any  examination  at  ail,  or  any  evidence 
given  to  suppm-c  them,  and  which  in  their  na- 
ture, we  think, cannot  be  within  the  knowledge 
of  nny  one  lord  present  in  the  debate. 

S.  “ As  for  the  insinuation  with  which  the 
protestation  is  charged  by  this  resolution,  we  do 
not  apprehend  the  protestation  to  be  justly  lia- 
ble to  that  charge ; but  supposing  it  to  be  so, 
we  cannot  yet  but  be  of  opinion,  that  the  per- 
mitting that  matter  to  have  been  fully  inquired 
into,  would  have  been  the  properest  and  best 
method  of  preventing  or  answering  that  insi- 
nuation.   (Signed,)  Litchfield,  Foley, 

Gower,  Lechmere,  Guilford,  Scarsdnle, 

Trevor,  . Biu^le^^  ^B^oo^e,.  . Strafford, 


Compton,  Exeter,  Graven,  Cowper, 
Aberdeen,  Hay,  Uxbridge,  Osborne, 
Anglesea,  Fran.  Cestriens',  Montjoy, 
Bathurst,  Hereford.” 

Protest  relating  to  the  Conspiraq/.]  Then 
a motion  was  made,  “ That  this  House,  not  ca- 
pable of  doubting  of  the  truth  of  the  troiterous 
Conspiracy  communicated  to  them  by  his  Ma- 
jesty in  his  Speech  from  the  throne,  lias  ever 
since  that  time  received  very  great  saiisfacrian 
from  some  convincing  proofs  touching  thesnme, 
and  is  firmly  persuaded,  that  such  farther  satis- 
faction will  he  yet  in  due  time  given,  as  must 
render  it  impossible  for  any  one  to  doubt  there- 
of;" and  a question  being  stated  thereupon, 
after  debate,  the  previous  question  was  put, 
whether  the  said  question  shall  he  now  put?  It 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  to  the  best  of  our  apprehen- 
sions, no  part  of  the  Protestation  gave  occa- 
sion for  the  putting  of  such  a question  ; for  it 
was,  ns  we  conceive,  clearly  admitted  in  the 
Protestation,  (hat  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  throne  had  given  satisfaction 
as  to  the  truth  of  the  conspiracy  in  general ; mid 
the  excepting  Layer's  Trial  therein  did  plainly 
nllow,  that  the  said  trial  had,  as  far  ns  that 
went,  opened  the  particulars ; and  yet  the  re- 
solution, ns  we  take  it,  carries  with  It  an  insi- 
nuation, that  the  Protestation  had  raisorl  a 
doubt  concerning  the  truth  of  the  said  traiter- 
ous  Conspiracy ; which  insinuation  is,  in  our 
opinion,  entirely  groundless. 

2.  “ The  said  several  Resolutions  importing 
censures,  as  we  conceive,  on  Use  said  Protesta- 
tion, and  being  not  warranted  by  more  than 
one  precedent,  that  we  can  find,  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  this  House ; and  the  liberty  of  protest- 
ing with  reasons  being  an  unquestionable  right 
mid  essential  privilege  of  the  whole  peerage,  we 
lire  of  opinion  tiiat  the  said  Resolutions  tend  to 
discountenance  and  discourage  the  due  liberty 
of  protesting ; and  in  that  respect  may  be,  as 

we  apprehend,  of  dangerous  consequence. 

( Signed , I Litchfield,  Osborne,  Guilford,  Comp- 
ton, Bathurst,  Bingley,  Hay,  Montjoy, 
Brook,  Fran.  Cestriens',  Craven,  Angle- 
sea,  Foley,  Lechmere,  Scarsdale,  Aber- 
deen, Strafford,  Hereford,  Cowper,  Ux- 
bridge, Exeter,  Gower.” 

Protest  against  the  Number  of  Land-Forces 
for  the  Year  1723.]  February  16.  Report  was 
made  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
of  the  Amendments  made  to  the  Rill  for  pu- 
nishing Mutiny  and  Desertion ; and  the  Amend- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  number  of  forces  to  be 
allowed,  which  was  to  specify  that  16,4-19  effec- 
tive men,  and  1,815  invalids  should  be  the 
number  instead  of  all  the  forces  then  on  foot, 
being  read  a second  time,  the  question  was  put, 
whether  to  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the 
said  Amendment?  It  was  rcsulved  in  the  «f* 
Urinative.  ContejU  70,  Notion  tent  35. 
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“Dissentient1 

1.  “ Because,  ns  we  conceive,  the  keeping 
ap  army  of  regulur  troops  in  tins  kingdom, 
under  martial  law,  consisting  of  a greater  num- 
ber than  what  we  take  to  be  necessary  for  the 
guard  of  the  ICiug’S  person,  and  defence  of  the 
government,  is  of  the  most  dangerous  conse- 
quence-to  the  constitution  of  this  kingdom; 
and,  in  bur  opinion,  may  briug  on  n total  alte- 
ration of  the  frame  of  our  government  from  « 
legal  and  limited  monarchy  to  a despotic;  and 
we  are  induced  to  be  of  this  judgment,  as  well 
from  the  nature  of  armies,  and  the  inconsisten- 
cy of  so  great  a military  power  and  martial  law 
with  the  civil  authority,  as  from  the  known  and 
universal  experience  of  other  countries  in  Eu- 
rope, which  by  the  influence  and  power  of 
standing  armies,  in  time  of  peace,  have  from 
limited  monarchies,  like  ours,  been  changed 
into  absolute:  for  which  reason  we  cannot  give 
our  consent  to  this  Amendment,  whereby  the 
present  number  of  troops  amounting  in  the 
whole  (invalids  included)  to  fourteen  thousand 
odd  hundred  men  (which  we  think  abundantly 
sufficient  tor  all  good  purposes)  will  be  increas- 
ed to  -near  four  thousand  more,  although  there 
he  at  this  time  ro  ground  to  apprehend  an  in- 
vasion from  a foreign  enemy,  or,  ns  we  believe, 
any  insurrection  or  rebellion  at  home. 

3.  “ Because  that  which  seems  to  have  given 
rise  to  this  augmentation  of  the  army,  is  the 
late  treasonable  conspiracy,  which  his  Majesty 
at  the  opening  of  this  session,  acquainted  his 

Cnrlinmeut  with ; and  that  conspiracy  having 
een  discovered  above  eight  months  since,  and 
the  farther  detecting  and  punishing  the  con- 
spirators having  been  ever  since  in  the  hands  of 
a faithful  and  diligent  ministry,  we  cannot  think 
it  at  all  probable  the  conspiracy  shuuld  still 
be  carrying  on  ; or  if  any  dregs  of  it  should  he 
yet  remaining,  that  the  government  cannot  be 
easily  secured  by  a civil  authority,  assisted  by 
so  great  a number  of  troops  as  are  at  present 
i on  font ; and  therefore  we  cannot  think  our- 
selves justifiable  to  the  kingdom  (whose  rights 
and  privileges  we  are  intrusted  to  preserve) 
had  we  given  our  votes  for  this  augmentation 
of  troops,  when  no  evident  necessity,  or  just 
occasion  appeared  to  us  for  such  an  increase, 
l 3.  ■'  Because  the  act  passed  this  session,  to 
enable  his  Mujesty  to  apprehend  and  detain  in 
custody  any  person  (suspected  of  being  en- 
gaged m any  treasonable  conspiracy)  for  above 
twelve  months,  though  that  power  had  never 
been  granted  to  the  crown  before,  for  half  . 
that  time  at  once  (and  that  when  there  was 
‘ an  actual  rebellion,  nr  expected  invasion)  was  - 
so  great  a power  added  to  the  former  authority 
of  the  crown,  that  we  cannot  but  think  it  alto- 
gether sufficient  to  prevent  any  mischiefs  from 
treasonable  plots  or  practices,  which  may  be 
be  carried  on  by  any  rebellious  or  discontented 
persons,  without  increasing  the  army,  which, 
)u  its  present  state,  is  not  submitted  to,  but  as 
necessary  for  avoiding  a greater  evil. 

4.  “ Though  the  intended  augmentation  by 
this  bill  is  iiitehd^oniy  foehn*  ytshv,yti  JrB'fettV1 


this  will  be  a means  of  continuing  them  in  per- 
petuity ; for  we  think  it  probable,  there  will,  at 
all  times  hereafter,  be  easily  found  as  good 
reasons  for  continuing  this  increase,  as  there  is 
now  for  making  it. 

5.  “ Because  wc  think  the  grentest,  and 
only  lasting  security  to  his  Majesty  and  his  go- 
vernment, is  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  his 
subjects;  and  if  the  disaffection  or  discontents 
which  have  of  late  happened  from  some  un- 
fortunate  proceedings,  are  thought  by  any  to 
he  an  argument  fur  raising  more  forces,  we 
think  it  the  duty  of  all  good  subjects,  who 
wish  well  to  his  Mnjesty  and  our  present 
linppy  establishment,  to  use  their  best  endea- 
vours for  curing  those  discontents,  by  removing 
or  lessening  the  occasions  of  them,  and  conse- 
quently that  there  should  not  be  an  augmenta- 
tion of  the  army,  which  is  already  sufficiently 
burtliensoine  to  the  subjects,  both  by  the  great 
charge  of  'maintaining  them,  und  by  the  un- 
easiness to  the  placeswhetethcy  nre  quartered; 
because  thereby  the  charge  to  the  subjects  will 
be  considerably  increased,- which,  as  we  ap- 
prehend, ought  most  carefully  to  be  avoided  in 
our  circumstances,  when  the  load  of  taxes  is 
already  so  very  great,  and  the  kingdom  in- 
volved iu  so  immense  a debt,  that  nothing  but 
the  most  prudent  ceconomy  and  good  husban- 
dry, can  give  us  any  probable  prospect  nf  eas- 
ing it  : and  therefore  not  being  convinced  of 
any  real  or  just  ground  for  such  increase  6t 
troops,  do  fear  that  this  will  not  take  away  or 
lessen,  hut. rather  increase  the  discontents  and 
disaffection  of  the  people,  anil,  iu  that  respect, 
w eaken  his  Majesty's  government,  in  n greater 
degree  than  it  will  be  strengthened  by  this 
addition  of  forces,  allowing  something  for  the 

possibility  of  false  musters. (Signe/I)  W. 

Ebor’,  Powlet,  Uxbridge,  Aberdeen,  Ox- 
ford, Scarsdale,  Gower,  Trevor,  Comp- 
ton, Strafford,  Fr.  Cestriens’,  Hay, 
Cowper,  Osborne,  Litchfield,  Asliburn- 
ham,  Foley,  Montjoy.” 

Report  of  tub  Committee  of  the  House 
op  Commons,  concerning  tue  Project 

COMMONLY  CALLED  “ TlIE  HaRBUKOU 

Lottery.’ 

Feb.  1.  Mr.  Hungerford  reported,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Pro- 
ject, called  11  The  Harburgh  Lottery,”*  and  all 


* “The  affair  which  occasioned  the  most 
talk,  next  to  the  Plor,  was  the  Harburgh  Lot- 
tery, which  was  brought  before  the  Parliament 
this  session.  The  Jottery  took  its  name  from 
the  place  where  it  was  to  be  drawn,  the  town 
and  port  of  Harburgh  on  the  river  Elbe,  within 
the  King’s  German  dominions,  where  the  pro- 
jector was  to  settle  a trade  for  the  woollen  ma- 
nufacture between  England  and  Germany. 
The  House  of  Commons  having  appointed  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  this  and  other  lot- 
teries, then  carrying  on  in  London,  it  was  re* 
■ |jf^nited'lii'l!hfct'T'lIlep!brtjlTifltt:tfit'ibheaiepro- 
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other  foreign  Lettering,  now  carrying  on  in  the 
city  of  London,  the  matter,  ns  it  appeared  to 
them  , and  lie  read  the  tame  in  his  place;  and 
afterwards  delivered  the  Report  in  at  the 
clerk's  table  : Where  the sume  was  read;  and 
is  ns  follons;  viz. 

“That  the  snid  Committee  have,  with  the  ut- 
most diligence,  endeavoured  to  find  out  by 
what  authority,  anil  by  virtue  of  whut  in- 
struments, the  said  Lottery  w its  erected ; in 
order  to  lay  the  same  before  the  House ; and 
to  make  the  said  Lottery,  and  the  manage-  1 
ment  thereof,  the  more  intelligible  : but  the  I 
Committee,  finding  they  should  meet  with 
great  difficulties  in  obtaining  such  instru- 
ments; and  the  more,  fur  that  one  of  Lbe 
persons,  who,  us  yoprsaid  Committee  was  in- 
formed, was  capable  of  giving  your  Com- 
mittee a very  material  account  of  the  crea- 
tion of  the  said  Lottery,  was  withdrawn ; 1 
aud  your  Committee  being  unwilling  to  enter  j 
into  the  examination  of  any  instruments,  or 
writings,  which  might  be  interpreted  to  be  j 
part  of  his  Majesty's  German  administra-  | 
lion:  have  contented  themselves  to  lay  only' 
before  the  House  the  printed  copy  of  the 
Scheme  of  the  said  Lottery,  with  some  Re- 
marks thereon ; and  the  Examinations  of 
witnesses,  viva  voce,  relating  thereto  : 

“ That  the  Scheme  proposes,  that  1,500,000b 
Sterling,  or  16,500,000  guilders,  should  be  sub- 


posed, that  1,500,000/.  sterling,  or  16,500,000 
guilders,  should  be  subscribed  ; and  that  it  was 
to  be  drawn  at  Ilarburgh,  in  five  classes, 
100,000  tickets  tn  be  drawn  in  each  class,  at  SI. 
per  ticket;  and  that  every  person  subscribing 
was  to  pay  12*.  or  six  guilders  for  each  ticket, 
before  the  drawing  each  class  of  the  lottery. 
That  200,000 /.  of  300,000/.  in  each  class,  was 
to  be  divided  into  lots,  to  the  fortunate  adven- 
turers, which  amounts  to  1,000,000b  to  be  de- 
ducted out  of  the  whole  sum,  which  was  to  be 
paid  the  fortunate  ndventurers.  That  a sum, 
of  1,000,000b  was  subscribed  for,  to  carry  on 
a trade  between  Great-Britnin  aud  his  Majesty's 
German  dominions;aud  that  2 per  cent,  w as  only 
paid  in  upon  the  stock  so  subscribed : of  which  a 
sum  of  13,000b  or  more  was  nctuajly  paid  in  , 
money,  and  7000b  or  more  was  secured  by 
notes';  400,000b  whereof  w as  suhscribed.  At 
first,  100,000b  sleek  was  sold  at  15b  Ss.  per 
cent,  of  which  two  per  cent,  was  only  paid  in 
to  the  company,  and  the  rest  disposed  of  n9 
follows;  13b  3s.  per  cent,  which  amounted  to 
13,150b  10,000b  of  which  was  given  to  Mr. 
Nicolai ; and  3,150b  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Joules, 
for  their  services  : And  ns  to  13, 000b  paid  in 
money,  and  7,000b  in  notes,  the  Cominitu-e 
could  get  no  account  what  was  become  of  it, 
not  being  able  to  see  their  books ; nor  could 
the  committee  lenro  what  number  of  tickets 
had  been  delivered  out,  or  what  money  there- 
upon had  been  received,  or  what  was  become 
of  what  they  had  received.  That  with  regard 

W the 


scribed  ; and  that  it  was  to  be  drawn  at  Hnr- 
burg  ill  five  Classes,  100,000  tickets  being  to  be 
drawn  in  each  class,  at  3b  per  ticket ; and  that 
every  person  Subscribing  was  to  pay  12*.  or  6 
guilders,  for  each  ticket,  before  the  drawing 
each  class  of  the  said  Lottery  : 

That  200,0Q0b  of  the  300,000b  iu  each 
class,  was  to  be  divided  in  Iqts  to  the  fortunate 
adventurers  ; which  amounts  to  1,000,000b  ; to 
be  deducted  out  of  the  whole  sum  which  wus 
to  be  paid  to  the  fortunate  ndventurers. 

“ It  will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  inform 
the  House  bow  the  other  500,000 /.  was  to  bo 
disposed  of,  to  acquaint  them  with  such  know- 
ledge ns  lbe  Committee  could  gain  of  the  nu- 
ture  aud  establishment  of  the  company  ; not 
being  able  to  see  the  instruments  by  which  it  , 
was  granted. 

“ It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  Thru  n 
sum  of  1,000,000/.  was  subscribed  lor,  to  carry 
on  a trade  between  Great  Britain,  and  .his 
Majesty's  German  dominions;  mid  that  2 per 
cent,  was  agreed  to  bo  paid  in  upon  the  stock  1 
so  subscribed;  of  which,  a sum  of  13,000b  or 
more  was  actually  paid  in  money  ; and  7000/. 
or  more,  wus  secured  by  notes;  400,006b 
whereof  wus  subscribed  for  at  first : and 
1,000,000b  stock  was  sold  at  15/.  3*.  per  cent. : 
of  which  2 per  cent,  only"  was  paid  in  to  the 
company  ; and  the  rest  disposed  of  ns  fol- 
Ipw  ; viz.  13b  Ss.  per  cent,  which  amount- 
ed to  13,150b  ; 10,000/.  of  which  was  given 
to  Mr.  Nicolai,  and  3,150b  to  Mr.  Joules, 


cent,  upon  1,500.000b  which  amounts  to 
75,000b  was  to  be  deducted  for  management ; 
which  being  taken  out  of  the  said  500,000 b 
leaves  425,000b  which  sum  was  to  be  incorpo- 
rated iuto  the  stock  of  the  first  company,  and 
to  make  a part  of  a capital  of  1,500,00 0/.  as 
the  Committee  apprehended,  of  which  they 
could  get  no  positive  information.  But  whether 
the  former  capital  was  intended  to  be  so  great, 
or  only  to  consist  of  this  425,000b  and  die 
1,000,000b  which  wbs  before  subscribed,  it 
appeared  to  die  Committee,  that  a plain  fraud 
was  intended  in  joining  this  real  sum  with  an 
imaginary  subscription  : of  which  2 per  cent, 
only  was  paid  in  or  secured,  and  that  probably 
embezzled.’  The  trustees  uf  this  lottery  were 
twenty  ; some  pf  whom  were  in  Germany ; 
the  rest,  who  were  in  England,  were  the  lord 
Barrington,  sir  John  Iiartop,  Charles  Frede- 
rick Krenhergh,  John  London,  Fiemies  Har- 
rison, Peter  Iiartop,  William  Squire,  Edward 
Richier,  John  Casual,  VV  illiain  Sterling,  Ben- 
jamin Smith,  Benjamin  Burroughs,  John  ihomp- 
son,  Henry  Benriish,  — — Foster,  Benjamin 
Joules,  anil  John  Manley.  But  several  of  them 
resigned  their  trust  immediately,  being  dissatis- 
fied with  the  scheme;  for,  when  sirThomns  Web- 
ster, sir  Charles  Wager,  and  lord  Barrington 
waited  upon  lord  Townsbeud,  lord  Carteret, 
and  Mr.  Wuipole,  they  were  told,  that  an 
English  charter  for  the  advantage  of  the  Lot-1 
tery  could  not  be  grunted,  because  it  was  ille-j 
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foe  their  services  : Aud  as  to  the  13,000/. 
paid  in  money,  at  3 per  cent,  for  stock, 
as  aforesaid,  and  7,000/.  in  notes,  the  com- 
mittee, could,  get  no  account  of  what  was 
become  of  it ; not  being  .able  to  ,see  their 
hooks:  Nor  can  your  Committee  learn  what 
number  of  tickets  have  been  delivered  out,  or 
vyhatinoncy  thereupon  has  been  received,  or 
wlmt  is, become  of  what  they  have  received. 

“ The  Committee  thought  it  necessary  to 
lay  this  matter  before  the  House,  to  inform 
the/n  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  oiler 
500,000/. 

“ In  the  first  place,  5 per  cent,  upon 
1,500,000/.  which  amounts  to  75,000/.  was  to 
be  deducted  for  management;  which,  being 
taken  out  of  the  said  500,000/.  leaves  425,000/. ; 
which  sum  was  to  be  incorporated  into  .the 
stock  of  the  first  company,  and  to  make  a part 
of  a capital  of  1,500,000/.  as  they  apprehend  ; 
of  which  they  ppuld  get  no  positive  informa- 
tion.: But,  whether  the  former  capital  was  in- 
tended to  be  so  great,  or  only  to  consist  of 
this  425,000/.  and  the  1,000,000  which  was 
before  subscribed .;  it  appears  to  us,  that  a 
plain  fraud  was  intended,  in  joining  this  real 
sum  with  an  imaginary  subscription,  of  which 
2 per  cent,  only  was  paid  in,  or  secured ; and 
that,  probably,  embezzled : 

“ As  to  the  further  particulars  of  the  Lot- 
tery ; the  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
printed  copy  of  the  Scheme,  which  is  hereunto 
annexed  (No  1.) 

“ And,  in  order  to  inform  the  House  more 
fully  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  Lottery, 
the  Committee  have  thought  fit  to  lay  before 
the  House  the  most  material  parts  of  thi  exa- 
minations themselves  : Which  are  as  follow  : 

“ Mr.  Benjamin  Joules  informed  your  Com- 
mittee, That,  he  the  examinant,  bad  not 
the  written  scheme  of  the  Harburgh  Lottery; 
for  that  Mr.  Ridpath,  who  is  secretary  to  the  said 
lottery,  has  all  the  writings  and  accounts  re- 
lating thereto ; but  that  he  had  a printed  copy 
of  the  scheme  of  the  suid  Lottery,  which  lie 
delivered  to  the  Committee,  and  is  hereunto 
annexed  ; and  said.  He  takes  it  to  he  a true 
copy  of  the  written  scheme ; which,  as  far  as 
l>n  knows,  has  been  always  in  Ridpath’s  hands ; 
That,  in  the  6th  Ariicle  of  a charier  for  com- 
merce, granted  by  his  Majesty  ns  duke  and 
elector  of  Brunswick,  there  is  a grant  given 
for  setting  up  a Lottery ; which  grant  was 
made  to  several  gentlemen,  in  trust  for  the  be- 
nefit of  tire  examinant : That  he  has  seen  the 
original  charter,:  That  it  bore  date.abouc  the 
latter  end  of  November  1720 ; and  that  it 
specifies  the  Lottery  to  be  drawn  at  Hanover : 
That  the  grant  of  the  Lottery  was  made  to 
the  examinant,  about  this  lime  12  months  : 
That,  when  sir  Thomas  Webster  proposed  to 
make  the  examinant  recompence  for  his  said 
right  in  the  charter,  as  to  the  grant  of  the 
Lottery:  sir  Thomas  said,  That  they  were 
agreed  to  give  the  examinant  a gratuity,  and 
offered  him  and  Ujp  ^^mipaift  made 


answer.  He  would  leave  it  to  them ; and  did 
accept  of  the  10,000/.  for  assigning  his  said 
right;  which  assignment  was  made  to  several 
persons,  in  trust  for  the  company : That  there 
were  5 classes  in  the  said  Lottery;  and  that  be 
was  to  receive  the  10,000/.  at  5 several  pay- 
ments, at  2,000/.  each  payment,  before  the 
drawing  each  class  of  the  said  Lottery  : That 
• the  payment  of  themouey  is  secured  to  the  ex- 
aminant, by  articles  in  writing,  bearing  date 
the  16th  October  1722,  which  he  delivered  to 
the  Committee,  under  the  hands  and  seals  of 
the  persons,  to  whom  the  profits  of  the  Lot- 
tery are  conveyed,  in  trust  for  the  company  ; 
and  that  it  appears  thereby,  that  the  exami- 
nant was  to  be  paid  the  10,000/.  as  before- 
mentioned  ; That  it  likewise  appears,  by  the 
recital  of  the  said  articles,  that  the  profits  of 
the  said  Lottery,  which  are  purchased  of  him, 
for  the  sum  before-mentioned,  was  by  an  agree- 
mentmade  at  Hanover,  hearing  date  the  14th 
November  1720,  N.  S.  previously  granted  to 
the  said  examinant  Benjamin  Joules : 

“ Being  shewn  one  of  the  tickets  of  the 
said  Lottery,  No  17,  M.  211,  to  which  the  ex- 
aminant’s name  is  printed  as  treasurer : Said, 
That  the  tickets  were  issued  by  his  privity  and 
consent ; and  that  he  believes,  they  were  not 
delivered  out  numerically : That  he  is  not 
treasurer  to  the  trustees  for  the  Lottery ; for 
that  they  act  themselves  as  treasurers,  alter- 
nately, in  manner  following;  viz.  That  there 
are  two  iron  chests ; and  that  two  of  the  trus- 
tees hnve  each  of  them  a key,  and  the  secre- 
tary has  another;  and  that  the  trustees  deliver 
over  their  keys  to  the  next  that  wait,  and  then 
they  are  answerable  no  longer : That  the  two 
trustees  and  secretary,  when  in  waiting,  had  it 
in  their  power  to  take  out  the  effects,  that 
were  in  those  chests:  That  there  are  20  trtls- 
tees;  but  some  of  them  are  in  Germany ; and 
those  that  are  here  now,  are  lord  Barrington, 
Wm.  Sterling,  sir  John  Hartop,  Benjn.  Smith, 
Chr.  Fred.  Kreinberg,  Benja.  Burroughs,  John 
Loudon,  John  Thompson,  Fiennes  llnrrisota, 

H.  Bendish,  Peter  Hartop, Foster,  Wm. 

Squire,  Benia.  Joules  the  examinant,  Edward 
Ricbier,  John  Manley,  John  Caswall : That 
every  one  of  the  said  trustees  have  accepted 
the  trust,  except  Mr.  John  Manley,  Mr.  Henry 
Bendish,  and  Mr.  Foster,  by  signing  the  coun- 
terpart fif  the  assignment  of  the  Lottery  : hut 
that  lord  Barrington,  sir  John  Hartop,  and  Mr. 
Henry  Bendish,  never  acted : That  he  believes, 
That  all  the  trustees  he  has  named,  who  have 
acted,  have  had  the  keys  of  the  chests : That 
there  were  to  be  printed  500,000  tickets ; and 
the  examinant  believes  most  of  them  are 
printed : and  that  they  ar^printed  uponTowcr- 
liill ; and  that  the  examinant  believes,  Mr. 
Billingsfey  did  agree  for  the  printing  them  ; 
That  the  tickets  were  brought  to  the  York- 
buiidings  house,.and  locked  up  in  the  iron 
chests  by  the  snid  trustees,  wlto  deliver  them 
out,  and  receive  the  money  for  them.  That 
. lie  does  nofknotv  what  number  of  tickets  have 
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eeived  for  tickets  delivered,  for  that  lie  never 
saw  any  account  of  it:  That  lie  believes,  Mr. 
Ridpatn  keeps  the  account  of  the  money  re- 
ceived : That  if  the  Lottery  should  take  plnce, 
the  stock  would  be  worth  29  per  cent.:  That 
the  whole  stock  is  called  1,500,000/.  stock  ; 
and  that  it  was  ns  large  before  the  new  proprie- 
tors came  in  : That  2 per  cent,  is  paid  in  upon 
1,000,000/. ; in  money,  13,000/. ; in  notes, 
7,000/.  which  were  paid  to  the  examinant  as 
treasurer  to  the  company. 

“ Being  examined  by  what  authority  he  was 
treasurer,  said,  he  was  appointed  treasurer  by 
the  Charter  of  the  King,  and  that  his  name  is 
in  the  warrant  of  the  king  ns  treasurer:  Being 
asked,  how  he  came  to  lake  notes  ; declared, 
he  received  orders  from  some  of  the  directors 
to  take  them ; and  that  the  notes  arc  some  of 
their  own  : That  the  notes  are  in  the  custody 
ofRidpath;  for  that  he,  the  examinant,  has 
accounted  with  the  Company,  and  delivered 
the  account  to  him  the  said  Kidpath. 

“ Mr.  Geo.  Rid noth, Secretary  totlieTrustees 
fortheHarburgh  Lottery,  being  examined  as  to 
the  scheme  of  the  said  Lottery,  said,  That  the 
calculations  of  the  Lottery  agree  with  the 
scheme  that  was  approved  by  his  Majesty:  That 
there  is  a power  to  erect  a Lottery  by  the  6th 
article  of  a charter  granted  by  his  Majesty, 
which  was  in  order  to  clear  the  river  Elbe  : 
That  he  cannot  be  positive  who  formed  the  Lot- 
tery ; but  that  he  has  heard,  that  Mr.  Billingsley 
formed  the  scheme  of  it : 

“ Being  asked,  who.wasthe  person  that  first 
handed  the  scheme  to  the  examinant  ; said, 
that  he  saw  it  in  company,  but  cannot  tell  who 
brought  it  to  the  company  : that  lord  Barring- 
ton, and  some  others;  were  then  present ; and 
that  it  did  appear  to  have  his  Majesty’s  Sign 
Manual,  and  seal  of  the  Electorate,  when  it  was 
first  handed  to  the  company,  as  a company  ; 
But  tlmt  the  examinant,  previous  to  that,  saw 
the  scheme  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Billingsley, 
whom  he  takes  to  be  chief  projector  ; and  that 
he  is  not  certain  it  was  the  same  scheme  as  is 
printed';  and  that,  then,  it  neither  bad  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Sign  Manual,  nor  the  Privy-Seal  of  the 
Electorate  ; That,  when  this  scheme  was  pro- 
jected, the  profits  of  the  lottery  were  Mr. 
Joules’s,  by  an  agreement  made  at  Hanover, 
for  which  lie  was  to  clear  and  deepen  the  river 
Elbe : and  that  lord  Barrington,  sir  Alexander 
Cairnes,  Mr.  Nicolai,  Mr.  Alderman  Bnylis, 
Mr.  Fiennes  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Mount,  made 
that  agreement  with  him ; which  was  confirmed 
by'  the  company,  item.  con.  and  is  entered 
in  the  minutes  : that  Mr.  Joules  petitioned 
his  Majesty  for  an  order  to  issue  tlie  Lot- 
tery ; but  that  it, was  previously  granted  to 
him  by  a vote  of  the  company  : That,  since  he 
was  Secretary,  there  has  been  minutes  kept, 
which  is  since  the  charter  was  granted  for  the 
Commerce  Company,  in  which  there  is  a power 
to  erect  a Lottery  : 

" Being  desired  to  produce  the  charters, 
books,  and  papers,  relating  to  the  Lottery ; said, 
That  he  .has  not  his  Majesty’^  leave  to  produce. 


them  ; nnd  desired  the  Committee  would  not 
put  him  upon  difficulties : Being  again  asked 

Whether  lie  would  not  deliver  the  papers  ; 
said,  that  he  was  very  willing  to  deliver  the 
pnpers,  if  it  was  not  for  the  difficulties  he  Ims 
before-mentioned  ; and  that  he  is  afraid  those 
difficulties  extend  to  all  the  papers,  as  well  the 
deed  that  conveys  the  profits  of  tlie  Lottery 
to  Joules,  and  the  minute-books,  as  the  cbnr- 

“ The  Abstract  of  the  scheme  of  the  Har- 
burg  company’s  Lottery  for  1,500,000/.  ster- 
ling, or  16,500,000  guilders,  in  the  Flying- 
Post,  from  Tuesday  November  13th,  toThurs- 
day  November  15th,  1722  (which  is  the  same 
as  that  hereunto  annexed,  N°  1.),  being  read 
to  the  examinant,  said,  that  it  was  printed  by 
his  direction ; and  that  the  scheme  in  the  same, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  agreeth  with  that 
which  is  signed  by  his  Majesty  ; and  that  the 
warrant,  and  approbation  nfthe  scheme,  recited 
in  the  said  abstract,  are  signed  at  St.  James’s, 
as  mentioned  in  the  said  paper  : 

“ The  Adverlisemetft,  relating  to  the  Har- 
burg  Lottery,  in  the  Flying-Post,  from  Tuesday 
December  4th,  to  Thursday  December  6th, 
1722  (which  is  hereunto  annexed,  N°.  2.), 
being  read  to  the  examinant  ; he  declared, 
That  he  believes  he  sent  it  to  the  printer’s ; 
That  he  drew  the  advertisement  himself,  and  af- 
terwards shewed  it  to  several  gentlemen;  and 
particularly,  ns  he  believes,  to  Mr.  Burroughs 
and  Mr.  Squire,  who  are  trustees  and  directors, 
at  a meeting  at  the  York-Buildings-house : and 
that  it  was  not  ordered  either  by  a court  of  di- 
rectors, or  the  trustees  : 

“Being asked,  What  was  meant  by  these 
words,  part  of  the  advertisement,  ‘ as  will  con- 
vince their  enemies,  or  rather  those  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  trade  of  the  nation  ;’  said,  That 
those  that  are  enemies  to  his  Majesty,  have 
opposed  the  Lottery  : That  the  examinant  be- 
lieves the  tickets  were  printed  at  Tower-hill; 
and  that  the  examinant  never  heard,  that  any 
of  them  were  printed  at  Hanover,  or  Harburg : 
That  the  persons  that  are  appointed  agents  to 
deliver  out  the  tickets,  were  nominated  by  the 
acting  trustees;  who  are  Mr.  Burroughs,  Mr.  | 
Caswall,  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr. 
Uicbier  : That  there  arc  some  of  the  trustees 
at  Harburg ; but  that  no  Committee  of  them 
have  met  there ; nor  has  there  been  any  orders 
or  directions,  sent  from  them,  that  this  exami- 
nant knows  of : That  abundance  of  gentlemen 
have  subscribed  for  tickets,  to  the  amount  of 
about  100,000  tickets ; which  they  are  to  pay. 
for,  when  they  take  tlie  tickets  out ; and  that 
there  was  a commission  sent  lately,  from  a gen- 
tleman in  France,  for  1,000  tickets:  that  he  I 
cannot  tell  how  many  are  delivered  out ; for] 
that  the  trustees  keep  the  accounts,  and  have 
the  books  now  in  their  custody  : that  the  exa- 
ininnnt  has  heard,  they  have  received  about 
100/.  for  tickets  : 

“ Tlie'  examinant,  being  further  examined, 
said.  That  lord  Barrington  did  not  give  him  di- 
rections to  yublts^t  the  abstract  of  the  scheme 
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id  the  Flying-Post,  of  13th  November,  nor  any  | minutes  relating  to  the  foreign  charter;  and 


of  the.advertisements  now  shewn  to  the  exami- 
nant : That  the  Lottery  has  heen  under  the  con- 
sideration of  several  meetings  of  directors,  and 
general  meetings  of  proprietors  ; and  that  it 
has  had  their  approbation  in  general : That  he 
do  not  remember  he  ever  heard  any  one,  at 
any  One  meeting,  complain  of  the  Lottery,  as 
taking  too  much  from  adventurers,  aud  giving 
too  much  to  the  proprietors  of  the  stock  : 

“ Being  asked.  Whether  there  was  ever  ten 
votes  against  the  Lottery  ? said,  there  was  not 
half  ten  : That  the  last  general  meeting  or- 
dered, that  endeavours  should  he  used  to  fill  the 
Lottery  with  all  possible  speed  ; and  that  all 
the  deputy-governors,  and  directors,  were  sum- 
moned to  that  meeting  ; and  tbut  it  was  then 
also  agreed,  that  endeavours  should  he  used  to 
obtain  an  English  Charter  for  trade  ; but  that 
he  uever  heard,  that  any  application  was  de- 
signed to  be  made  for  a charter  for  a Lottery  : 
that  there  are  minutes  taken  of  the  order  to  ap- 
ply for  an  English  Charter  : 

“ Being  asked.  Whether  he  has  ever  heard 
the  Lottery  or  the  Company  by  which  the  Lot- 
tery is  granted,  treated  as  a bubble  by  those 
that  are  concerned  ; said,  That  he  has  heard  it 
so  treated  by  Mr.  Hope,  and  sir  Thomas  Web- 
ster; the  last  of  whom  declared,  at  a meeting 
of  directors,  he  would  wash  his  hands  of  it;  and 
that  what  made  it  a cheat  was,  that  there  was 
bo  English  Charter  granted : That  the  stock  will 
be  worth,  according  to  the  calculations  he  has 
seen,  29  per  cent,  if  the  Lottery  is  full;  but,  if  | 
not,  the  value  will  decline,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  tickets  that  are  not  sold:  That  he 
has  heard  it  treated  as  a thing  for  the  benefit  of 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain:  That  the  sub-go- 
vernor, deputy  governor,  uud  directors,  have 
no  salaries,  or  other  allowances,  under  this 
■Charter : 

“ Being  asked,  Whether  Mr.  Joules  is  trea- 
surer ; said,  that  he  is  not  sole  treasurer  for  the 
Lottery;  for  that  the  trustees,  of  whom  he 
(Mr  Joules)  is  one,  act  as  treasurers: 

“ Being  asked,  How  it  comes  that  the  tickets 
are  printed  in  his  name, as  treasurer;  said,  that 
he  is  appointed  treasurer,  for  life,  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's patent;  and  the  tickets  are  ordered  to  1 
be  printed,  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer,  by 
warrant  of  his  Majesty;  but  that,  some  of  the 
gentlemen  not  liking  Mr.  Joules,  there  is  an 
order  made  in  the  minutes,  that  he  should  not 
receive  any  money,  till  he  has  paid  the  Com- 
pany what  he  owes  them : That  the  trustees 
would  not  permit  him,  alone,  to  receive  any 
mouey;  but  receive  it  tbemsi  lves : That  the 
money  that  was  to  be  received  for  the  tickets, 
w its  to  be  lodged  in  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
nt  the  treasury  chamber  at  Hanover;  and  that 
the  charter  gives  the  directors  a power  of  meet- 
ing either  at  Ilarburg,  or  in  England : 

“ Being  asked  to  produce  the  minutes  relat- 
ing to  the  application  for  the  English  Charter; 
and  also  the  minutes  that  were  made,  for  Joules 
not  to  receite  any  money, as  before-mentioned; 
said,  That  sam^ (bo<fk  |as.  the' 


...at  lie  has  not  those  minutes  now  in  his  cus- 
tody; for  that  they  were  locked  up  by  the  trus- 
tees, since  he  was  ill:  That  the  patents,  war- 
rant, and  ininute-buok,  were  locked  up  yester- 
night: That  lie  did  not  see  them  locked  up;  for 
that  they,  lay  in  the  room  where  usually  the 
directors  meet:  That  several  trustees  were  there 
that  afternoon;  and  particularly,  Mr.  Squire, 
Mr.  Burroughs,  and  Mr.  Richier:  That  the 
examinant  supposed  Mr.  Squire  either  locked 
them  up  himself,  or  the  messenger,  by  bis  dp- 
rectiou : Said,  That  the  reason  lie  gave  for  so 
doing,  was  to  clear  the  -room ; and  that  neither 
Mr-  Squire,  or  the  messenger,  knew  what  pa- 
pers they  were : 

“ The  Examinant  owned,  That  he  did  ac- 
quaint them,  before  they  locked  up  the  papers, 
that  the  Committee  had  sent  him  notice,  m writ- 
ing, that  they  would  examine  him  the  next  days 

“ Being  asked,  Whether  the  directors  did 
not  take  any  oath;  said,  that  there  are  oaths 
prcscrilied  by  the  charter,  but  not  taken ; for 
that  they  cannot  administer  them  here,  except 
they  had  an  English  Charter.” 

“ Mr.  Rid, path,  having  attended  the  Commit- 
tee, the  last  day  of  die  Committee’s  sitting,  since 
his  said  examination,  was  desired  to  produce,  or 
leave  with  the  chairmau,  the  minutes  relating 
to  the  application  for  the  British  Charter: 
Which  he  accordingly  has  sent  to  the  chair- 
man; and  the  same  are  hereunto  annexed. 
No.  III. 

“ Mr.  Nath.  Brassey  said,  That,  in  1720,  a 
project  was  going  on  for  a charter  for  a manu- 
facture company : That  there  wns  a letter  of 
attorney  made,  in  order  to  give  a power  for 
persons  to  subscribe  for  the  stock  of  that  com- 
pany at  Harburg;  and  400,000/.  of  that  stock 
was  subscribed  for  at  2 per  cent. ; and  100,000/. 
stock  was  sold  at  15/. 3s.  per  cent.;  whereof  2 
per  cent,  only  was  paid  to  the  company,  as  the 
examinant  has  been  informed : 

“ That,  afterwards,  several  gentlemen  went 
over  to  Hanover,  endeavouring  to  obtain  a 
charier  for  commerce,  which  was  to  be  united 
with  the  manufacture  charter;  and  that  there 
was  subscribed  2 per  cent,  for  540,800/.  or 
(hereabouts,  of  the  stock  of  that  company  : 
That,  when  they  were  returned,  gentlemen 
were  called  together,  and  were  informed  of  the 
benefits  that  would  arise  by  the  aforesaid  char- 
ter: That,  some  time  after,  the  examinant 
went,  with  sir  John  Hartopp,Mr.  Bendish,  Mr. 
Richier,  Mr.  Heury  Cairnes,  Mr.  Joules,  and 
Mr.  Ritlpnih,  to  Baron  Bothmore,  to  solicit  the 
warrant  for  a Lottery ; of  which  the  scheme, 
now  shewed  to  him,  the  examinant,  is  a copy  : 

“That,  when  he  heard  the  Lottery  was  to  be 
granted  to  Mr.  Joules,  the  examinant  applied 
to  Baron  Bothmore;  who  told  the  examinant. 
That  a private  Lottery  was  asked  for,  but 
would  not  be  granted ; that,  though  this  Lot- 
tery was  granted  to  Joules,  it  was  intended  for 
the  sole  benefit  of  tlie  company : 

“ That,  after  the  warrant  for  a Lottery  was 
| o^tainedjtho  peheme,  was  lnid^efore  the  ex*- 
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niitmnt,  and  some  others,  at  a meeting,  ns  di-  direction  of  the  snb-governor,  who  is  lord  Bar- 
rcctors;  who  desired,  of  lord  Barrington,  to  see  rington  : Tlmt  when  they  asked  for  any  books, 
the  warrant ; hut  could  not  obtain  their  re-  or  accounts,  they  were  told  by  lord  Barrington, 
quests:  That  the  examinant  did  not  only  object  It  was  not  proper  they  should  see  the  accounts 
to  the  scheme  itself,  ns  not  being  a fair  udven-  oft  he  commerce-charter,  and  they  should  not : 
tare,  but  did  disapprove  of  it,  and  declare,  Tlmt  tliore  was  a balance  of  an  account  brought 
lie  would  not  come  into  it;  because  lord  Bar-  from  the  manufacture  company  to  the  united 
rington  told  them,  at  that  meeting,  that  74,006/.  company,  which  lie  saw  ; but,  as  to  the  account 
was  to  be  given  for  the  management  of  the  Lot-  of  the  100,000/.  stock,  that  was  sold  nt  15/.  3s. 
tery;  and  proposed,  that  75,000/.  more  should  per  cent,  by  lord  Barrington’s  order,  as  Joules 
be  given  to  Mr.  Joules,  Ibr  resigning  bis  right  has  informed  the  examinant,  he  could  never 
of  the  Lottery  to  the  company, and  for  making  see  it:  That  lie  asked  lord  Barrington  to  see 
the  Port  at  Harburg:  ' the  last-mentioned  account ; nttd  his  lordship 

“ Tlmt  the  Examinant  had  a further  objec-  told  hint,' that  be  should  not  sec  it : The  exa- 
tion  to  it ; because  it  was  offered,  by  Mr.  Al-  minant,  having  been  informed  by  Joules,  that 
derman  Billers,  to  be  managed  for  20,000/.  in-  10/.  per  cent,  of  tbe  100,000/.  stock  sold  at 
stead  of  75,000/.  provided  he,  Mr.  Billers,  15/.  Ss.  percent,  was  to  be  applied  to  private 
could  think  the  scheme  fnir;  nnd  the  reason  Uses,  did  apply  to  lord  Barrington,  to  see  thd 
tlmt  Was  given,  by  lord  Barrington,  not  to  oc-  account  of  that  money ; and  his  lordship  told 
cept  of  that  offer,  was,  that  75,000/.  was  set-  him,  it  was  not  convenient  he  should,  and  he 
tied,  by  his  Majesty's  approbation  of  the  Lot-  should  nut:  That  the  reason  of  their  pressing 
tery,  Ibr  the  management  thereof;  and,  as  it  to  see  the  accounts  was,  because  they  nppre- 
svas  so  settled,  it  must  so  remain,  tind  the  com-  bended  Joules  was  deficient  in  the  money  he 
pany  could  have  it  upon  no  other  terras:  Said,  had  received : That  Joules  told  tbe  examinant, 
That  when  tbe  trustees  for  the  Lottery  were  That  he  had  orders  to  buy,  at  Harburg,  a prefiy 
named  to  the  directors,  lord  Barrington'  said,  large  quantity  of  stock,  which  lie  bought  of 
That  be  believed,  that  some  gentlemen,  who  lord  Barrington  : That  there  was  a note  of 
were  there  present,  were  uneasy  that  they  were  1,500/.  which  lord  Barrington  bad  given  to 
not  made  trustees  for  the  Lottery ; ami  6aid,  Joules,  for  part  of  the  2 per  cent,  ihat  had 
That  those  who  had  attended  constantly,  if  beeu  subscribed  for  stock  ; and  that  Joules  had 
they  would  come  into  the  scheme,  need  not  be  delivered  that  note  up  to  lord  Barrington,  in 
uneasy;  for  they  should  have  200/.  apiece,  if  pnrt  of  payment  for  the  stock  he  bought  of  his 
they  would  agree  to  it : That  lord  Barrington  lordship:  That  the  examinant  .don’t  know 
offered  the  money;  but  that  they  refused  it,  what  quantity  of  stock  Joules  bought,  or  at 
and  declared,  they  scorned  to  take  money  upon  what  price  it  was  sold : That  Joules  told  the 
any  such  terms:  That  the  offer  was  made  by  examinant,  he  was  ordered  to  buy  that  stock  by 
lord  Barrington,  in  a little  room,  at  Haberdash-  doctor  Calamy  : said,  That  the  examinant,  and 
ershall;  where  were  present  Mr.  Cresnor,  Mr.  others,  were  told  very  frequently  by  lord  Bar- 
Billers,  and  several  more,  that  were  not  trustees:  rington,  that  an  English  charter  was  promised, 
That  the  examinant  said,  he  was  in  that  room,  and  would  certainly  he  granted  : That,  he  be- 
ftom  the  first  of  the  meeting;  for  tlmt  lie  had  lieves,  there  was  a resolution,  at  a meeting  of 
some  conversation  with  Mr.  Cresnor : Tbnt,  at  directors,  to  lay  the  scheme  before  the  general 
the  last  general  meeting  the  examinant  was  at,  court : 

it  was  concluded,  that  Mr.  Joules  should  have  “ Being  asked,  Whether  it  was  not  reported, 
10,000/.  for  conveying  his  property  in  the  Lot-  at  a general  meeting,  tbut  the  scheme  wns 
tery  to  the  company;  but  that  it  was  not  to  be  agreed  to,  arm.  cun.  said,  That  he  cannot  re- 
paid out  of  any  part  of  the  75,000/.  which  was  collect  minute  circumstances ; not  having  had 
to  be  given  to  the  trustees,  for  the  manage-  the  opportunity  to  see  the  minutes,  to  refresh 
raent  of  the  said  Lottery:  Ins  memory:  tlmt  he  does  believe  it  could  not 

" That  the  Examinant  asked.  Whether,  if  he  agreed  to,  non.  con.  for,  to  the  best  of  his 
the  whole  75,000/.  was  not  expended  In  the  remembrance,  he  did  declare,  in  .the  general 
execution  of  the  Lottery,  the  remaining  part  of  court,  that  he  was  against  it,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  money  should  not  go  to  the  company  : He  directors. 

wns  told,  by  lord  Parriogton,  That  a great  deal  “Mr.  Alderman  Boi/lis,  being  shewn  the 
of  that  money  was  to  be  given  to  private  uses : printed  Scheme  of  tbe  Lottery,  hereupon  an- 

The  examinant  'desired  to  know  what  those  nexed,  said,  That  there  Was  a scheme  opened 
private  use9  were:  Lord  Barrington  told  him,  by  the  lord  Barrington  (he  cannot  speak  cer- 
lt  was  not  convenient  for  him  to  know,  and  he  tniftly  ns  to  the  time),  at  a met  tine.-n  here  lord 
Should  never  know : Barrington  atid  others  were  assembled  ; which, 

“ Beilis;  asked,  whether  lie  ever  saw  the  np-  iiff  believes,  is  the  same  as  that  now  showed  to 
probation  of  the  scheme  of  the  Lottery  ; said,  him: 

That  he  desired  to  sec  it;  but  was  denied  to  <l  Being  asked,  whether  he  remembers  he  did 
tec  it,  by  lord  Barrington:  That  he  could  lie-  disapprove  of  dint  scheme;  said,  he  bt  lieves 
ver  get  sight  of  the  Company’s  hooks-;  and  he  might  then  say,  he  could  nut  undirsimtd 
could  never  see  any  accounts,  but  upon  scraps  some  of  the  particulars,  they  never  having  beih 
of  papers:  Thai  die  examinant  takes  it,  that  the  communicated  to  him;  hut  that,  in  general,  it 
accounts  aadjujitrs  luy  under  the  immediate  appeared  stj>  unfair,  that  he  tvas  against  it ; anti 
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especially,  becanse  there  win  to  be  a deduction 
of  5 per  cent,  upon  1,500,0001.  to  be  raised  by 
tlie  Lottery  ; which  amounts  to  75,0001.  to  be 

f ven  to  those  that  aTe  trustees  of  the  Lottery  : 
hat,  a day  or  two  after,  there  was  a general 
meeting  at  Haberdashers-hall ; where  lord 
Barrington  did  again  open  the  said  Scheme  for 
a Lottery  j which,  his  lordship  said,  was  agreed 
to  by  all  the  directors,  neat.  con.  and  the  exa- 
minant objected  to  it,  as  not  being  agreed  to 
by  all  the  directors ; for  that  he  neither  had 
nor  could  give  his  consent  to  that  scheme ; 
and  that  then  lord  Barrington  called  out  to  the 
rest  of  the  persons  assembled  there,  and  said, 
he  hoped  they  would  not  Suffer  him  to  be  so 
treated  by  the  examinant : 

“ That,  some  time  after,  when  sir  Thomas 
Webster  and  sir  Charles  Wager  acted  as  de- 
puty-governors, the  examinant  heard  there  was 
application  making  to  the  English  ministry,  to 
get  an  English  charter ; and  that  notice  was 
given  to  the  examinant,  to  meet  lord  Barrington, 
and  those  two  gentlemen,  at  some  English  mi- 
nister’s house  ; but  he  could  not  go  : 

“.That,  afterwards,  the  examinant  was  at  a 
meeting  of  directors  ; at  which  were  present 
sir  Thomas  Webster,  and,  ns  the  examinant 
believes,  sir  Charles  Wager ; and  sir  Thomas 
told  the  examinant,  Thai  upon- the  application 
aforesaid,  an  English  charter  Could  not  be  ob-' 
tained  ; and  that  there  had  been  a Resolution 
Come  to  ; which  was,  ty  disapprove  some  no- 
tice that  was  published  of  a Lottery ; and  to 
signify,  that  the  same  was  not  published  by 
the  approbation  and  consent  of  the  directors ; 
To  which  Resolution  the  examinant  immedi-  , 
atel  v save  his  assent : That  at  the  next  meet-  ! 
ing  the  examinant  was  at,  at  which  lord  Bar- 
rington was  present,  the  aforesaid  Resolution 
was  read  ; and  it  was  debated  ; and  afterwards 
the  major  part  of  the  directors  present  came  to 
another  Resolution  : which  was,  to  quash  the 
former ; against  the  consent  of  the  examinant : 
That,  upou  this,  the  examinant  insisted,  That 
there  should  be  a general  meeting  of  proprietors  j 
forthwith  called,  to  acquaint  them,  That  an  ] 
English  charter  had  been  refused,  that  the 
people-  might  not  lie  drawn  in : Being  asked. 
Whether  lord  Barrington  did  not  give  liis  con- 
sent to  call  that  general  meeting  j said,  He  did  ; ] 
and  the  examinant  believes,  a general  meeting 
was  called  ; at  which  general  meeting  the  ex-  : 
atninant  was  not  present ; nor  has  be  been  at 
any  other  meeting  since. 

“ Mr.  Alderman  Billers,  being  shewn  a print- 
Scheme  of  the  Lottery,  hereunto  annexed. 
Said,  Thni  lie  had  a Scheme,  the  same  os  that 
sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Ridpalh  ; but  that  he  never 
took  out  a ticket,  nor  saw  one,  dll  he  came  to 
the  Speaker’s  chambers : That,  as  soon  as  lie 
understood,  that  75,000/.  was  to  be  given  to 
the  managers,  he  desired  to  know  of  lord  Bar- 
rington, how  the  money  was  to  be  disposed  of; 
who  told  the  examinant,  That  there  would  be 
great  expences  in  going  over  to  Hanover  ; and 
that  30,000/.  was  to  be  given  to  the  person 
that  mude  dWi$s!iamfirtpRcmsiniotin*,-.vas, 


surpiised,  that  so  great  a sum  w-as  to  be  given 
to  the  person  that  made  the  Scheme : At  which 
his  lordship  said,  he  would  not  have  him  so 
much  surprised ; for  that  he  had  been  asked 
40,000/.  for  a worse  : And  said,  He  believed 
that  the  examinant’s  dislike  to  the  Scheme  was, 
because  he  was  not  a trustee  ; but  he  hoped 
to  live  to  see  the  examinant  n trustee  : That 

the  examinant  found  a paper  of  minutes,  which 
ut  him  in  mind,  that  lord  Barrington  had  told 
im,  That  the  Lottery  was  to  be  given  w the 
company  gratis  ; w hich  made  him  say  to  liis 
lordship,  What  ! is  this  giveil  gratis,  when 
30,000/.  is  to  be  given  to  the  person  that  made 
the  scheme  ? His  lordship  made  answer,  That 
the  examinant  might  suppose,  that  it  was  not 
all  for  the  scheme : Being  asked,  Whether  he 
was  not  at  the  court  of  directors,  when  lord 
Barrington  reported  the  scheme  ; Sahl,  He 
might  be  there  ; and,  if  he  was,  he  was  against 
it  ; That  he  had  declared  so  much  against  it, 
that,  for  several  months  past,  he  has  not  been 
summoned  lo  attend  any  one  court : That 
500,000/.  of  the  profits  of  the  Loitery  was  to 
I be  put  upon  the  whole  stock,  except  75,000/. 
art  of  the  profi's  which  were  to  be  deducted 
ir  the  managers. 

“ Mr.  Moses  Roper,  being  shewn  a printed 
Scheme  of  the  Hafburg  Lottery,  hereunto  an- 
nexed, said.  That  he  had  such  u Scheme  sent 
to  him  ; and  that  there  were  some  observations 
made  upon  it ; which  be  sent,  by  Mr.  Simons 
a bookseller,  to  Mr.  Read,  in  order  to  be  print- 
ed ; and  Mr.  Simons  came  to  the  examinant, 
in  a hurry,  and  brought  the  examinant  the  fol- 
lowing letter ; and  the  examinant  was  obliged 
to  promise  the  printer  to  indemnify  him,  before 
he'  would  print  the  said  observations  : 

London,  S6lh  Oct.  1722. 

‘ Sir ; — There  being  nn  advertisement  in  yes- 
‘ ternight's  St.  James's  Evening-Post,  relating  to 
1 the  Uarburg  Lottery,  and  a promise  of  a 
1 Scheme  of  the  gain  and  loss  of  the  said 

* Lottery,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Weekly  Journal, 
‘ or  British  Gazetteer,  of  Saturday  next 

‘ You  are  desired  to  take  notice,  That  no  re- 
1 flections  upon  the  said  Lottery  which  is  ap- 
i ‘ proved  by  bis  Majesty,  under  his  sign  manual, 
‘ or  privy  seal  be  inserted,  in  the  Weekly  Jour- 
‘ nal,  or  British  Gazetteer,  or  any  oilier  paper 
‘ wherein  you  are  concerned  ; as  you  would 

* avoid  prosecution,  besides  the  loss  you  may 
' sustain  by  the  company’s  not  advertising  in 
‘your  papers.  By  order  of  the  trustees  ap- 
pointed by  bis  Majesty,  from.  Sir,  &c.  Geo. 

* Ridpatb,  secretary  lo  the  Harburg  Company 
‘ and  Loitery., 

* Directed  to  Mr.  Read,  Printer,  White-Fryers.’ 

“ Said,  That  lord  Barrington  told  him,  the 
examinant,  That  the  King  bad  promised  to 
grant  a British  charter ; and  that  it  woold  be 
obtained  ; and  that  they  cot.ld  not  apt  as  di- 
rectors well  without  it: 

“ And  the  examinant  spoke  to  sir  Thomas 
Webster  and  sir  Charles  Wager  about  it ; who 
itD W the  uat,  That = they,  i together  with 
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lord  Barrington,  had  waited  upon  lord  Town- 
aliend,  lord  Carteret,  and  Mr.  Walpole ; who 
told  them,  at  that  time,  That  an  English  charter, 
to  the  advantage  of  the  said  lottery,  could  not 
he  granted,  because  it  was  illegal,  and  imprac- 
ticable : Sir  Thomas  Webster  likewise  told  the 
examinant,  .That  lord  Barrington  desired,  that 
the  ministers  refusing  to  grant  an  English 
charter,  should  he  kept  as  a secret ; upon 
which  sir  Tiiomns  Webster  immediately  ordered 
Kidpath  to  call  the  directors  together,  that  lie 
might  acquaint  ihem.  That  they  were  to  have 
ao  English  charter  : 

“ The  examiuunt  asked  sir  Thomas,  Why 
it  was  to  be  kept  a secret  : He  said  without 
an  English  charter  the  Lottery  was  a cheat ; 
and  therefore  he  would  have  uothing  more  to 
do  with  them  : The  examinant  said,  That  his 
objection  to  the  Scheme  of  the  Lottery  was, 
Thai,  after  1,500,0001.  was  raised  on  the  said 
Loltery,  one  third  of  the  stock  was  to  be  given 
to  the  old  proprietors ; 1,000,0001,  of  the  mo- 
ney so  raised,  was  for  tbe  fortunate  adventurers; 
out  of  the  remaining  500,0001.  75,000 1.  was  to 
be  given  to  tbe  trustees,  for  management  of  the 
said  Lottery  ; That  the  sum  the  present  pro- 
prietors of  tbe  stock  of  the  Harburg  company 
would  have  gained  from  the  adventurers  in  the 
Lottery,  added  to  the  75,001.  makes  210,0001. 
which  will  more  fully  appear,  by  the  calculation 
hereunto  annexed,  No.  4 : 

“ That  he  desired  lord  Barrington  to  see  the 
accounts  of  the  money  paid  in  upon  the  stock  ; 
and  bis  lordship  would  not  let  him : Said,  That 
100,0001.  stock  was  sold  at  15  per  cent,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  company  ; and  that  he  was  told 
it  was  never  brought  to  an  account ; for  that 
he  asked  sir  Tito.  Webster,  aud  sir  Thomas  said, 
Tliat  he  never  saw  any  account  of  that  stock. 

“ Mr.  Andreio  Hope  said.  That  there  was  a 
clause  in  the  charier  tor  a Loltery;  and  that 
the  Lottery  was  talked  of  in  June,  nr  in  July, 
1720,  or  before:  that  the  first  subscription  was 
500,000/.  : that  when  400,0001.  was  subscribed 
and  100,000 1.  was  to  he  sold,  lie  was  unwilling 
to  buy  any  of  the  stock  that  was  to  be  sold  ; 
but  Joules  told  tbe  examinant,  That,  if  he 
would  not,  others  would  ; and  thereupon  he 
bought  10,000 1.  of  it,  at  15 1.  Os.  per  cent.  That 
he  asked  Joules,  what  was  become  of  the 
money  : he  said,  That  lord  Barrington  and  sir 
Alexander  (Jaimes  Imd  it : that  the  examinant 
asked  lord  Barrington,  whether  lie  should  not 
know  what  was  become  of  it:  aud  lord  Bar- 
rington said,  It  was  not  fit  he  should  know,  and 
he  should  not : 

“ Mr.  Andrew  Hope,  being  further  exa- 
mined as  to  Joules  saying,  that  lord  Barrington 
and  sir  Alexander  Cuii  lies  had  the  money  for 
the  use  of  the  company,  for  the  10,000 1.  stock 
the  examinant  bought  of  Joules;  Said,  That 
Mr.  Joules  told  him,  That  he  had  100,0001. 
stock  to  dispose  of,  by  lord  Barrington’s  aud 
sir  Alexander  Cairns'  directions  ; and  that  he 
leceived  the  money  for  them,  as  treasurer  of 
the  company  : that  he  believes  nothing  was 
iloue,  bu^  b^  tlieir  order  : Tliptjoujps  told  the 
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examinant,  That  he  had  thc-ir  order  for  selling 
that  stock  at  North’s  coffee-house,  Fountain 
tavern,  and  at  Surgeons-hnll ; at  which  several 
places,  he  believes,  were  .present  Mr.  Cairns 
and  Mr.  Richier.  Tliat  be  applied  to  lord  Bar- 
rington to  see  the  accounts  of  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  100,000 1.  stock ; 
and  that  he  was  than  a director ; and  that 
lord  Barrington  said,  he  should  not  see  the 
account:  that  (he  reason  of  his  asking  his  lord- 
ship  to  see  it,  was,  because  he  had  never  seen 
any  account  of  that  money  ; nud  that  lie  ap- 
prehended his  lordship  had  all  the  accounts  in 
a bog,  which  he  brought,  and  earned  away 
with  him  again  : That  he  asked  lord  Barrington 
to  see  the  account,  at  a meeting  of  directors  at 
Blackwell’s  coffee-house ; and  that  he  spoke  it 
to  his  lordship  himself:  That  the  10,0001. 
stock  cost  him  above  1,5001.  and  that  thero 
was  no  hook  to  which  his  name  was  put  for  the 
stock : that  then  them  was  only  2 per  cent, 
paid  in  upon  4U0,000l.  slock,  or  thereabouts, 
and  he  was  to  be  upon  the  same  foot  with 
them  ; and  have  no  oilier  advantage  upon  the 

10.0001.  stock  : Said,  That  Mr.  Lloyd  bought 
30,000/.  part  of  the  100,0001.  stock,  at  15/.  3:. 
per  cent. ; and  tliat  the  said  Lloyd  sold  some 
of  it  again  for  80,  60,  and  none  under  20  and 
30  per  cent,  aud  some  of  that  at  20  and  30 
per  cent,  was  sold  to  one  llichard  Jackson  : 
That  there  was  no  transfer  made  of  the  stock, 
nor  any  receipt  given  : That  lord  Barrington 
had  often  declared  to  the  examinant,  at  several 
meetings  of  the  directors  or  trastees  of  the  Lot- 
lery,  that  an  English  Charter  was  promised,  both 
by  the  king,  aud  the  ministry. 

“ John  Christian  Nicolai,  being  examined  as 
to  the  sale  of  tbe  100,0001.  stock,  at  15  per- 
cent. and  the  10,0001.  paid  him,  the  said  Nico- 
lai, hy  Mr.  Joules;  said,  That  Joules  sold 

100.000 1.  stock  for  15,000 1.  aud  that  he  did 
not  receive  of  Mr.  Joules  any  more  than  8,8001. 
the  mosc  part  of  which  the  examinant  laid  out 
in  South-Sea  Subscriptions  : that  he,  the  said 
Joules,  was  ordered  to  give  the  examinant 

10.0001. usupresem,he  having  been  concerned  in 
that  affair  ever  since  17 16,  and  travelled  several 
times  to  Hanover : That  the  examinant  asked 
Joules  for  the  1,2001.  remaining  part  of  the  said 

10.000 1.  and  he  said,  He  would  pay  it  to  him  : 
That  sir  John  Fryer  and  lord  Barrington  order- 
ed Joules  to  make  the  examinant  the  present 
of  10,0001.  and  that  he  received  it  as  a present, 
for  his  own  use  aud  advantage,  for  the  trouble 
he  has  bad,  in  that  affair,  within  these  four 
years:  That,  hy  one  of  the  articles  in  the 
charter  of  his  Majesty,  a Lottery  is  granted  : 
that  some  persons  made  a motion.  That  the 
management  of  the  Lottery  should  he  assigned 
to  some  one  particular  person  ; which  the  exa- 
minant and  Mr.  Baylis  was  against;  but  that 
the  other  persons  concerned  thought  lit  to  con- 
vey it  to  Mr.  Joules. 

“ Mr.  Benjamin  Joules  being  again  examined 
as  to  the  100,0001.  stock  of  the  Harburg  com- 
pany being  s.ld  at  15  percent,  either  for  tbe 
use  of  the  cptpgun^  qr  .ap^  ot^ipr  jersou ; said, 
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Thnt  it  is  true,  that  he  sold  100,000/.  at  15/.  3s. 
percent. ; and  that  Benjamin  Smith,  one  of  the 
trustees,  was  one  of  the  first  persons  with  whom 
thru  affair  was  transacted  ; who  desired  to  have 
10,000/.  of  that  stock  of  the  examinant ; and 
told  him,  He  would  give  him  300  guineas : The 
eiaminant  said.  He  was  so  generous,  he  would 
not  make  any  demand  : That  Mr.  Smith  ac- 
quainted Mr.' Thomas  Browne  of  it ; who  de- 
sired he  might  have  30,000/.  or  40,000/.  of  the 
stock;  and  then,  it  being  come  to  be  known, 
Mr.  Andrew  Hope  desired  30,000/. ; Mr.  John 
Lloyd  and  Mr.  Bracey  desired  80,000/. : That 
they  gave  the  examinant  earnest  for  it  ; and 
made  him  give  them  a note  to  deliver  it  to 
them  : That  he  desired  them  to  part  with  some 
of  it ; for  that,  if  they  did  not,  he  could  not 
make  good  his  promises  to  other  people  ; but 
none  of  them  would  : That  2 per  cent,  upon 
the  100,000/.  was  paid  to  the  company  ; which 
is  2,000/. : That  3 guineas  per  cent,  which  is 
3,000  guineas,  the  examinant  received  for  his 
own  use;  and  that  10/.  per  cent,  which  is 
10,000/.  he  paid  to  Mn  Nicolai : That  it  was 
sold  by  order  of  sir  Alexander  Cairnes  ; and 
that  sir  Alexander  came  to  the  examinant, 
from  another  room,  and  gave  him  the  orders,  by 
word  of  mouth,  to  sell  it  j and  told  him.  That 
the  gentlemen  had  agreed,  that  so  much  should 
be  sold  : That  the  persons  that  were  then  in  the 
other  room,  were  Mr.  Deacle,  sir  Thomas  Ab- 
ney, and  Mr.  London  i 

“ Being  asked,  whetherhe  thinks  himself  in- 
demnified by  the  verbal  order  of  sir  Alexander 
Cairnes ; said,  There  was  no  Secretary  ; and 
therefore  no  order  in  writing  was  given  ; and 
that  nothing  was  acted  regularly  then  : that  he 
looked  on  it  as  an  order  from  all  of  them : 
Being  asked,  Whether  any  person  gave  him  a 
discharge  for  the  money  he  received ; said,  That 
he  has  no  discharge  ; and  that  the  2 per  cent 
oo  ly  was  taken  as  the  company’s  money. 

« Mr.  Benjamin  Joules,  being  again  exa- 
mined, said,  That  lord  Barrington  did  not,  di- 
rectly, nor  indirectly,  order,  or  give  directions 
to,  the  examinant,  to  sell  the  100,000/.  stock, 
or  to  pay  Nicolai  10,000/. ; and  that  he  did 
dot  make  use  of  lord  Barrington’s  name,  when 
he  gave  Nicolai  the  10,000/.  : That  he  has 
owned  to  several  people  at  several  times,  that 
lord  Barrington  never  gave  him  any  directions 
about  the  100,000/.  stock,  or  the  10,000/.  given 
to  Nicolai  ; and  that  all  the  gentlemen  that  are 
trustees  have  heard  him  say  so  ; and  he  has 
said  it  to  not  less  than  40  or  50  people  more: 
That  lord  Barrington  was  ^neither  governor, 


sub-governor,  nor  director,  at  the  time  when 
the  100,000/.  stock  was  sold,  and  Nicolai  re- 
ceived the  10,000/. ; but  whether  his  lordship 
had  signed  the  letter  of  attorney  before  or 
after,  and,  by  that  means,  was  a proprietor  of 
the  stock,  the  examinant  cannot  say  : 

“ Being  asked,  Whether  he  told  Mr.  Hope, 
That  lord  Barrington  gave  him  order  to  sell  the 
100,000/.  stock,  or  any  part  thereof ; said.  He 
did  not  tell  Mr.  Hope  so  ; for  that  the  direction 
was  given  to  him,  to  sell  the  100,000 1.  stock,  as 
lie  has  mentioned  in  his  former  examination  ; 
and  sir  Alexander  Cairnes  ordered  the  exami- 
nant to  give  the  10,000/.  to  Nicolai:  that  the 
stock  was  sold  in  June  1720  : said,  He  lias 
met  with  Mr.  Hope  at  the  Fountain  tavern, 
and  North’s  coffee-house;  and  had  discourse 
with  him  about  the  sale  of  the  100,000/.  stock  : 
Thnt  he  has  paid  Nicolai  8,800/. ; and  he  can 
prove  by  whom  Nicolai  has  received  the  1,200/. 
the  remainder  of  the  10,000/. 

APPENDIX,  No.  1. 

Harburg,  1st  March  1721. 

Abstract  of  the  Scheme  of  the  Harburg  Com- 
pany’s Lottery,  for  1,500,000/.  Sterling,  or 
10,500,000  Guilders. 

“ His  Majesty  'King  Gedrge,'  by  charter 
under  his  Sign  Manual,  and  under  the  Great 
Seal  of  his  electorate  at  Hanover,  dated  31 . Oct. 
(11  Nov.)  1720 ; as  also,  by  his  warrant  under 
his  Sign  Manual,  and  privy-seal,  at  St.  James’s, 
the  19-30  December  last ; and  likewise,  by  his 
royal  approbation  of  this  Scheme,  under  his 
Sign  Manual,  and  the  said  seal,  the  30  Jan. 
(10  Feb.)  Ia9t  ; impowers  the  said  company, 
of  which  his  highness  prince  Frederick  is  go- 
vernor, to  issue  tickets,  at  S/.  sterling,  or  33 
Guilders  Dutch  money,  per  ticket ; viz.  12s. 
sterling,  or  6 guilders  12  stivers,  on  taking  out 
their  tickets;  12s.  or  6 guilders  12  stivers, 
more,  for  every  undrawn  ticket,  one  month  be- 
fore the  second  part  shall  begin  to  be  drawn  ; 
and  the  further  sum  of  12*.  or  6 guilders  12 
stivers,  for  every  undrawn  ticket  in  the  re- 
maining parts  ; One  month  before  each  suc- 
ceeding part  shall  begin  to  be  drawn  ; to  com- 
plete the  money  that  shall  have  been  paid  to 
31.  sterling,  or  33  guilders,  each.  The  prizes 
will  be  proportioned,  according  to  the  following 
Scheme,  in  5 equal  parts.  Two  blanks  to  one 
prize  : the  least  prize  five  pounds  sterling,  nr 
fifty-five  guilders, 
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Tin;  ILARBL'llG  LOTTERY,  divided into  Five  equal  Parts. 


First  Part  Sterling. 

First  Fart  Dutch  Money. 

No.  of  Prizes. 

Value  of 
Prizes. 

Prizes. 

No.  of  Prizes. 

Value  of 
Frizes. 

Amount  of 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Guilders. 

One  as  first  drawn 

101 

101  | 

One  as  first  drawn 

1,111 

1,111 

1 

4,000 

4,000  1 

1 

44,000 

44,000 

1 

2,000 

2,000 

1 

22,000 

22,000 

2 

1,000 

2,000 

2 

1 1,000 

22,000 

4 

600 

2,000 

4 

5,500 

22.000 

5 

400 

2,000 

5 

4,400 

22,000 

•7  . 

300 

2,100 

7 

3,300 

23,100 

« 10 

200 

,2,000  | 

10 

2,200 

22,000 

22 

100 

2,200  i 

22 

1,100 

24,200 

60 

50 

3,000  J 

60 

550 

33,000 

201 

20 

4,020  ' 

201 

220 

44,220 

996 

10 

9,960 

996 

. no 

109,500 

32,024 

5 

160,120 

32,024 

55 

1,761,320 

One  as  last  drawn 

500 

500  ' 

One  as  last  drawn 

5,500 

5,500 

Total  - 33,333 

Prizes  - - - 

196,001 

Total  - 33,333  ' 

Prizes  Total 

66,667 

Blanks,  at  3l. 

Blanks, at33G. 

in  Stock,  va- 

luedat  l/.tOs. 

ed  at  16  G. 

each, amount- 

10  St.  each. 

iqg  to  - - - 

100,0001 

66,667 

amounting  to 

1,100,005.} 

100,000  1 

Tickets  - - 

296,00  1} 

100,000 

Tickets  - - 

3,256/116} 

The  Whole  LOTTERY. 


Sterling. 

Dutch  Money. 

No.  of  Prizes,  j 

| Value  of 

Amount  of 
Prizes. 

No.  of  Prizes. 

Value  of 

Amount  of 
Prizes- 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Five  as  first  drawn 

101 

505 

Five  os  first  drawn 

1,111 

5,555 

5 

4,000 

20,000 

44.000 

220.000 

5 

v 2,000 

10,000 

5 

22,000 

1 10,000 

10 

1,000 

10,000 

10 

11,000 

1 10,000 

20 

500 

10,000 

20 

5,500 

110,000 

25 

400 

10.000 

25 

4,400 

35 

300 

10,500 

35 

3,300 

115,500 

50 

200 

10000 

50 

2,200 

110,900 

110 

100 

11,000 

110 

1,100 

121,000 

300 

SO 

15.000 

200 

550 

165,000 

1,005 

20 

20.100 

1,005 

2?0 

221,100 

4,9.80 

10 

49,800 

4,980 

no 

160,120 

5 

800, 6b0 

160,120  1 

8,806,600 

Five  as  last  drawn 

500 

2,500 

Five  as  last. drawn 

5,500 

Last  Blank  hut  two 

3,000 

3,000 

Last  Blank  but  two, 

33,000  , 

Last  Blank  but  one 

7,000 

7,000 

Last  Blank  but  one 

Last  Blank  - - - 

10,000 

10,000 

Last  Blank  - - - 

110,000  | 

110,000 

Total  - 166,665 

Prizes  - - - 

1,000,005 

Total  - 166,665 

Prizes  Total 

333,335 

Blanks,  at  Si. 

333,335 

Blanks, at  33G. 

in  Stock,  va- 

lued  at  lMOr. 

edat  16  G.  10 

each;  being, 

St.cach;being 

in  the  whole 

500,002} 

in  the  whole 

5,500,027} 

500,000 

Tickets  - - 

1,500,007} 

500,000 

Tickets  - - 

16,500,082} 
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“The  Lottery  will  be  publicly  drawn  at 
Harburg,  in  the  manner  of  the  State-Lotteries 
drawn  in  England;  except  that,  in  this,  the 
prizes  will  be  drawn  first,  and  the  333,335  re- 
maining numbers  will  be  the  blanks.  The 
whole  Lottery  will  be  drawn  in  presence  of 
some  of  the  trustees  appointed  by  his  Majesty  ; 
who,  with  all  the  officers,  will  be  sworn  to  see 
justice  done.  The  prizes  and  numbers  will  be 
proclaimed  twice,  signed  by  two  of  the  trus- 
tees, and  filed  in  the  same  order  they  shall  be 
drawn.  To  the  first-drawn  prize,  in  each  part, 
will  be  added  101/.  sterling,  or  1,111  guilders  ; 
and  to  the  last-drawn  prize,  in  each  of  the 
five  parts,  will  be  added  500/.  sterling,  or 
5,500  guilders.  If  any  of  the  subsequent  pay- 
ments lie  not  made  by  the  adventurers,  ac- 
cording to  the  Scheme,  the  money  by  them 
paid  will  be  forfeited,  and  their  numbers  will  be 
disposed  of  toothers. 

“ After  the  drawing  of  each  part,  the  adven- 
turers, in  office-hours,  may  check  and  settle 
their  tickets  by  the  trustees  books.  There  will 
be  a stamp  on  the  tickets  for  each  payment. 
Tii  ’ idienturers  may  examine  which  of  their 
numbers  are  drawn,  paying  6d.  sterling,  or 
stivers,  for  every  six  tickets  so  examined.  The 
| tickets  will  he  printed  on  paper  made  on  pur- 
pose for  the  company,  and  signed  by  the  trea- 
surer. The  numbers  will  be  writ  in  words  at 
leugth,  and  figures ; and  the  tickets  will  have 
sufficient  checks  to  prevent  impositions.  The 
| prizes  will  be  paid,  within  one  month  after 
they  are  adjusted,  to  such  as  have  completed 
their  payments,  without  any  deduction ; and, 

I as  soon  ns  each  part  shall  he  drawn,  the  trus- 
tees will  proceed  to  examine  and  certify  them. 

| The  company  will  give  3/.  of  their  capital  stock 
to  every  blank. 

“ That  the  stock  may  be  made  more  valua- 
ble, all  tilt  profils  arising  from  this  Scheme  of 
I the  Lottery,  except  5 per  cent,  for  erecting, 

| managing, and  drawing,  the  same,  excepted  in 

r his  Majesty's  said  approbation,  will  be  added 

to  the  stock,  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  a be- 
neficial trade  between  Great  Britain,  Germany, 
and  other  parts,  pursuant  to  their  charter,  and 
1 the  privileges  therein  granted  the  Company  by 
I Isis  Majesty.  To  the  three  last-drawn  blanks 
will  be  added  the  three  following  sums ; viz. 

I to  the  first  of  the  said  three,  3,000/.  sterling,  or 
I 33,000  guilders ; to  the  second,  7,000/.  ster- 
I ling,  or  77,000  guilders;  and  to  the  last-drawn 
blank,  19,000/.  sterling,  or  1 10,000  guilders ; 
according  to  the  foregoing  Scheme  of  the 
whole  Lottery. 

I “ That  the  adventurers  may  be  present, 
public  notice  shall  be  given  when  all  the  num- 
bers will  be  put  into  the  great  wheel  A ; and 
1 the  benefits,  in  five  parts,  at  five  several  times, 
into  the  lesser  wheel  B ; and  mixed  as  equally 
as  possible.  After  the  prizes  shall  be  drawn, 
the  blanks  will  be  drawn,  proclaimed,  and 
published ; that  every  one  may  be  satisfied, 
that  their  numbers  were  put  into  the  wheel. 

“ The  prizes  will  be  paid,  after  the  drawing 
of  each  par^ilwif%.-,i<?JWaffi{fflthy^ffe|rM^yil 
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shall  be  brought  in,  and  examined,  without  any 
deductions ; except  to  complete  3/.  sterling, 
or  33  guilders,  for  every  ticket. 

“ That  none  may  run  the  hazard  of  losing 
much  by  adventuring  iri  this  Lottery,  those 
that  take  any  number  of  tickets,  not  le,s  than 
twelve;  and  shall  pay  the  trustees  10s.  sterling, 
or  5 guilders  and  10  slivers,  per  ticket,  over 
and  above  theSZ.  sterling,  or  33  guilders  per 
ticket,  which  is  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid  ; if  in 
that  number  taken  together,  the  prizes  and 
blanks  shall  not  amount  to  3/.  sterling,  or  S3 
guilders  per  ticket,  reckoning  the  stock  given 
to  each  blank  worth  30s.  sterling,  or  16  guil- 
ders, 19-„stivers,  the  trustees  will  makeup  every 
such  ticket  31.  sterling,  or  33  guilders,  in 
money,  to  every  such  adventurer,  within  two 
months  after  the  prizes  and  blauks  can  be'  exa- 
mined ; whereby  the  adventurers  will  have 
their  chances  for  the  great  prizes,  and  can  lose 
but  lOr.  sterling,  or  5 guilders  and  10  stivers, 
per  ticket,  if  they  should  be  so  unfortunate  as 
to  have  all  blauks.  In  all  receipts  and  pay- 
ments, the  pound  sterling  will  be  reckoned 
equal  to  11  guilders  ; and  other  money  as  the 
exchange  shall  then  be. 

“ Publick  notice  shall  be  given  one  month  be- 
fore each  part  of  the  Lottery  begins  to  ho 
drawn,  when  the  adventurers  ate  to  make  their 
subsequent  payments,  that  none  may  suffer  by 
default  therein. 

“The  money  necessary  to  pay  .the  prizes, 
which  shall  be  received  by  the  trustees  agents 
in  England,on  account  of  the  Lottery,  will  be 
lodged  in  the  Bank  of  England,  in  order  to 
pay  the  prizes  as  they  shall  become  due  ; the 
money  necessary  to  pay  the  prizes,  which  biiall 
be  received  by  the  trustees  agents  in  Germany, 
will  be  lodged  in  bis  Majesty's  chamber  of 
finances  ac  Hanover,  to  be  drawn  out  ibence 
by  the  trustees,  to  pay  the  prizes  that  shall  be- 
come due  there. 

" N.  B.  To  such  adventurers  as  shall  take 
nut  one  ticket,  including  100  successive  or  fol- 
lowing numbers  or  tickets,  the  trustees  will 
lend  9s.  per  Licket,  part  of  the  first  payment: 
to  such  as  shall  so  take  50  tickets,  they  will 
lend  It.  per  ticket : and  to  such  as  shall,  in 
like  manner,  take  25  tickets,  they  will  lend  5i. 
per  ticket;  which  money,  so  lent,  is  to  be  re- 
paid to  the  trustees,  without  interest,  by  one- 
fourth  part  at  a lime,  on  each  of  the  remaining 
payments  that  are  to  be  made  on  their  tickets  t 
unless  they  shall  have  such  prizes  as  may  enable 
them  sooner,  to  complete  the  sum  of  Si.  upon 
each  ticket;  in  which  case  the  trustees  shall 
retain  so  uiuchof  the  said  prizes  as  shall  com- 
plete the  same,  and  stamp  all  tbeir  rickets  as 
having  made  their  full  payments. 

“ The  Stock  of  the  compauy, being  1,500,000/. 
sterling,  or  16,500,000  guilders,  as  soon  as  this 
Lottery  is  filled,  will  be,  intrinsically,  worth  29 
per  cent,  in  money ; besides  the  advantages  of 
trading  free  of  customs;  and,  for  forty  years, 
the  lands  given  by  his  Majesty  to  the  company 
for  ever;  and  25  per.  cent,  of  what  they  lay  out 
iff  feiifJinSi.iWiWi},.  given 

G . 
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to  the  company  in  their  said  charier.  The 
proprietors  of  the  blanks  will  have  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  stock  of  the  company. 

APPENDIX,  No.  II. 

The  Flying-Post,  or  Postmaster; — From 
Tuesday  December  4th,  to  Thursday  De- 
cember 6th,  1722. 

Advertisement. 

“ His  Majesty,  a3  duke  and  elector  of  Bruns- 
wick and  Lunenburg,  having  granted  the  liar- 
burg  company,  besides  other  considerable  pri- 
vileges, a Lottery  to  be  drawn  nt  Harburg:  the 
scheme  of  the  said  Lottery  approved  by  his 
Majesty,  and  tickets,  will  he  delivered  by  the 
company's  agents,  Mr.  Francis  Heilman  mer- 
chant, at  his  house  in  Mark-lane;  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Bell  bookseller,  at  the  Cross  Keys  and 
Bible  in  Cornhiil;  Mrs.  Oakes,  at  her  office  in 
Three  Kiugs  court,  Lombard  street;  at  North's 
coffee-house  in  King  street;  and  at  Robins's 
coffee-house  in  Berry  street,  St.  James. 

" Whereas  a false,  malicious,  and  villainous 
Advertisement  was  yesterday  published  in  the 
Postman ; and  the  same,  as  a paragraph  of 
news,  in  the  Postboy;  viz.  That,  the  Harburg 
Lottery  having  met  with  unexpected  and  un- 
reasonable opposition,  all  persons  that  have 
taken  out  tickets,  are  desired  to  come,  to  the 
several  places  where  they  took  them,  to  re- 
ceive their  money  back  again  : This  is  to  cer- 
tify, That  there  are  so  many  tickets  already 
taken  out,  and  subscribeil  for,  that  the  trustees 
are  morally  certain  of  carrying  on  the  Lottery 
to  advantage,  and  of  promoting  such  a trade, 
which  is  the  main  design  of  their  Lottery,  ns 
will  convince  their  enemies,  or  rather  those  of 
his  Majesty,  and  the  trade  of  the  nation,  that 
none  but  his  Majesty  could  ever  have  laid  such 
a foundation  for  enlarging  the  British  trade  in 
the  empire ; and  no  other  company,  but  that  of 
Harburg,  could,  under  bis  Majesty’s  auspices, 
Lave  contrived  a scheme  of  trade  so  beneficial 
to  all  Britons. 

“ N.  B.  Schemes  and  tickets  continued  to  be 
Delivered  out  at  the  places  formerly  advertised.” 

APPENDIX,  Nb.  III. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Gentlemen,  uamed  Direc- 
tors, September  4th,  1722 : 

Present,  Lord  Barrington,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Manley,  Mr.  Burroughs,  Mr.  Hnrtop,  Mr.  Ni- 
colai, Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Stirling,  Mr.  Harrison  : 
The  heads  of  a British  Charter,  agreed  on  by 
the  Committee  of  August  31st,  read  and  ap- 
proved ; The  lord  Barrington  undertook  to  tie- 
liver  a copy  of  them  to  lord  Townshend  : And 
the  secretary  was  ordered  to  send  a copy,  trans- 
lated into  French,  to  count  Bothmere,  that  he 
might  lay  the  6ame  before  bis  Majesty. 

At  a General  Meeting  of  the  Harburg  Com- 
pany, 4th  September,  1722: 

Present  lord  Barrington,  &c.  Resolved,  nem. 
eon.  . 

8 i 


company,  if  the  Committee  appainted  by  the 
directors  to  consider  bow  the  company  may 
proceed  in  such  a manner  as  to  ask  a British 
Charter  that  may  be  for  the  service  of  the  com- 
pany ; and  yet,  if  possible,  free  from  the  objec- 
tions that  have  or  may  be  made  to  the  granting 
n British  Charter,  on  the  foot  of  the  present 
German  Charter;  can  form  such  a plan : And 
that  they  be  desired  to  finish  it  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. This  is  a true  Copy. 

Geo.  Ridpath,  Secretary. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Gentlemen,  named  Direc- 
tors, August  3 1st,  1722 : 

Present,  Lord  Barrington,  Mr.  Richier,  Mr. 
Alderman  Baylis,  Mr.  London,  Mr.  Hartop, 
Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Nicolai,  Mr. 
Manley,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Burroughs,  Mr.  Har- 

The  Minutes  being  read ; Resolved,  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  consider,  how  tba 
compnuy  may  proceed  in  such  a manner  as  to 
ask  a British  ('barter;  And  that  the  lord  Bar- 
rington, Mr.  Bendish,  Mr.  Manley,  Mr.  Har- 
top, Mr.  Hnrrison,  Mr.  Burroughs,  and  Mr. 
Squire,  be  of  the  said  Committee;  and  to  re- 
port to  the  directors: 

The  Preamble  to  be  as  follows ; It  having 
been  reported  to  the  directors,  That  the  English 
ministers  think  it  neither  legal  nor  prudent  to 
grant  a British  Charter  to  the  company,  as  the 
German  Charter  now  runs;  the  Committee, 
being  very  desirous,  out  of  the  duty  they  have 
for  his  Majesty,  and  the  due  regard  they  have 
to  the  company,  and  this  undertaking,  to  re- 
move all  the  difficulties,  that  the  English  mi- 
nisters apprehend  to  be  in  the  way  of  granting 
a British  Charter,  on  the  foot  of  the  present 
German  Charter,  do  propose  the  following 
plan ; which,  though  it  will  take  from  the  com- 
pany one  of  the  most  valuable  privileges,  which 
they  have  acquired  by  their  interest,  and  by  a 
considerable  expence  of  time  and  money ; yet 
bepe  it  may  be  accepted  by  the  company,  in 
order  to  remove  the  aforesaid  difficulties,  on  the 
one  hand,  which  the  English  ministers  appre- 
hend might  arise  to  his  Majesty's  administra- 
tion, if  a British  Charter  should  be  granted  to 
the  company,  whilst  they  remain  possessed  of 
that  privilege,  in  this  difficult  conjuncture;  and 
to  prevent  the  great  discontents  and  clamours, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  may  arise,  if  this  un- 
dertaking should  not  proceed,  for  want  of  • 
British  Charter,  on  which  they  hare  always  de- 
pended; and  in  hopes  of  which  alone,  they 
accepted  of  his  Majesty's  German  Charter, 
after  it  was  issued,  when  others  rejected  it; 
appears  by  their  minutes,  and  by  their  liumblt 
Address  on  acceptiug  the  said  charter. 

“ It  is  hmnbly  desired,  that  the  Harburg 
company  mrty  have  a British  Charter  of  incor- 
poration, except  as  is  below  excepted  ; on  con- 

“ That  they  be  continued  a German  com- 
pany, with  these  powers  fdlowing,  in  their  said 
German  Charter:  1.  “ With  a power  to  draw 
thpii  ^pttpry  ,,at  a&tlwrgj., « A*  » pre«*t 
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granted:  2.  “ With  a power  to  mako  the  Port, 
i.  e.  the  iluice,  canal,  and  bason ; and  keep 
the  said  sluice,  canal,  and  bason,  in  repair; 
and  to  keep  the  Colebraud  to  16  feet  water 
deep  at  high-water  mark ; and  to  lny  such  a 
duty,  at  Harburg,  on  goods  imported  and  ex- 
ported, as  shall  be  necessary  to  wnintaiu  such 
repairs,  not  exceeding  2 per  cent,  to  be  laid 
by  the  general  court  of  the  intended  company; 
which  will  consist  of  ever*  freeman  of  the  said 
eompany,  as  well  ns  of  every  proprietor  of  the 
stock ; the  said  power  of  laying  the  said  2 per 
cent,  to  be  expressed  in  the  British  Charter:  3. 
“ With  a power  for  their  sole  or  exclusive  ex- 
ercising and  enjoying  all  other  privileges  con- 
tained in  their  said  present  German  Charter; 
and  such  farther  privileges  as  his  Majesty  shall 
be  pleased  to  grant ; except,  1.  The  freedom 
from  duties  of  customs  granted  in  the  charter, 
called  duties  of  export  and  import,  and  tolls,  as 
in  article  14th : 2.  Freedom  from  the  duties  of 
excise,  as  in  article  4th : S.  Freedom  from  the 
duties  of  quartering  soldiers,  as  in  article  3d : 4. 
Freedom  from  the  duties  of  burghersbip,  or 
town-offices,  and  contributions,  at  Harburg,  as 
in  article  2d:  5.  Freedom  from  church  or  pa- 
rochial taxes,  as  in  article  1st:  6.  Freedom 
from  embargos,  as  in  article  16 : 7.  A right  of 
salvage  of  ship  and  goods,  as  in  article  18th : 
8.  Freedom  from  arrests,  as  in  article  20th:  9. 
Freedom  of  religion,  as  in  article  first: 

“ All  which  nine  privileges,  as  they  are 
granted  to  the  said  company,  in  their  said  Ger- 
man Charter  respectively,  are  to  be  laid  open 
to  every  Briton ; and  the  company  is  to  be  re- 
strained, by  the  British  Charter,  from  import- 
ing to  Harburg  np  the  Elbe,  or  exporting  from 
Harburg  down  the  Elbe,  on  condition ; 

“ 4th,  That  every  such  Briton  shall  be  free 
of  the  said  intended  company,  by  virtue  of  the 
British  Charter,  upon  paying  of  30/.  for  his  free- 
dom ; and  that  he,  consequently,  be  intitled 
to  all  the  nine  afore-mentioned  privileges,  upon 
such  payment;  which  are  all  the  privileges 
that  the  company  is  intitled  to  by  the  German 
Charter,  relating  to  the  trade  from  Great  Bri- 
tain to  Harburg  up  the  Elbe,  or  from  Harburg 
down  the  Elbe  to  Great  Britain : Provided  al- 
ways, That  if  any  Briton  will  trade  from  Great 
Britain  to  his  Majesty’s  German  dominions,  or 
from  thence  to  Great  Britain,  without  these 
nine  oforw-mentioned  privileges,  he  may  be  at 
liberty  to  trade  to  his  Majesty's  German  do- 
minions, or  from  thence,  without  being  free  of 
the  said  company.  This  isn  true  copy. 

Geo.  Ridpath,  Secretary.” 
APPENDIX,  No.  IV. 

An  Account  of  the  Harburg  Lottery,  and  Stock 
for  Tract.;  with  the  deductions  for  Ma- 
nagement, fit c. 

“ The  Lottery  is  divided  into  6 parts  ; the 
prizes  to  be  first  drawn  out  5 several  times; 
and  the  remaining  numbers  will  be  blanks,  to 
be  drawn  afterwards  : •* 

“ The  tickets  nre  charged  at  SI.  each ; part 
whereof  is  to  be  paitiy  Qj'discSBWildyonc  toromln 


before  each  drawing;  via.  12j.  at  a time;  and, 
if  they  come  up  prizes,  the  subsequent  pay- 
ments nre  to  be  discounted  thereout : Also 

credit  is  to  be  given  for  part  of  the  first  pay- 
ment, if  desired,  according  to  the  number  of 
tickets  taken  out  by  the  adventurer,  as  iu  the 
Scheme. 

The  total  Sums  of  the  Lottery  are  as  follows ; 

To  500,000  tickets,  at  SI.  - - 1,500,000 

Deduct,  for  the  prizes  to  be  paid  or 

discontinued  - 1,000,000 


Remains,  in  money,  to  the  blanks  500,000 
Deduct,  for  managing  the  Lottery, 

5 per  cent. on  1,500,000/.;  which 
is  15  per  cent,  on  the  500,000 1. 
out  of  which  it  is  taken  - - 75,000 

Remains,  net  money,  to  the  blanks  425,000 


The  Totals  of  the  Stock  for  trade ; 
and  how  the  property  thereof  is 
to  be  divided ; viz. 

To  the  net  value  of  the  present 
Stock  of  the  company,  as  may  be 
collected  from  the  Scheme,  and 
their  advertisement  of  the  13tb 
instant  - 

Add  the  net  money  belonging  to 
the  blanks,  or  unfortunate  ad- 
venturers in  the  Lottery  - 


This  sum  of  435,000 /.  is  the  true 
value,  in  money,  of  the  real  ca- 
pital Slock,  to  be  employed  in 
trade,  being  29  per  cent,  as  va- 
lued in  the  Scheme  on  the  ficti- 
tious capital  of  1,500,000/.  - 435,000 

Deduct  j part  thereof,  for  the  ma- 
nagers, &c.  - 145,000 


Remains  § for  the  unfortunate  ad- 
venturers, as  their  share  of  the 
said  Stock ; being  all  that  is  left 
them  of  the  500,000 /.  they  have 
advanced,  in  money,  besides  the 
privilege  of  trade,  &c.  as  in  tbe 
Scheme  -----  290,000 


The  total  gain  to  tbe  managers,  as 
taken  from  the  unfortunate  ad- 
venturers, will  be  as  follows;  viz. 
To  i part  of  tbe  Stock  in  trade,  as 
before  - 

Deduct  tbe  supposed  net  value  of 
their  present  Stock,  which  is  in- 
cluded therein  - - - 

Remains  the  real  sum  taken  from 
the  adventurers,  which  is  9 per 
cent,  on  a fictitious  capital  of 
1,500,000/.;  but  is  3H  on  tbe 
net  sum  of 425,000/;  from  wliiuoe 
it  was  taken,  or  27  per  cent,  on 
the  gross  sum  of  500,000  advauc- 
» f.ied.aSibefore  Mftarv  fligilislion  I uni  I 


10,000 

425,000 


145.000 

10,000 

135.000 
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Add  the  former  deduction  for  ma- 
naging the  Lottery  - 75,000 

'f he  sum  total  of  their  gain  is  - 810,000 

Which  is  44  percent,  on  the  500,000/.  gross 
sum  advanced  by  the  unfbrtuate  adventurers. 

Ucsolulions  thereupon.]  Upon  rending  the 
said  Report,  the  House  cume  to  these  Reso- 
lutions : 

1.  “ That  the  Project  called  the  Hnrburgii 
Lottery,  carried  on  in  the  city  of  London,  is  an 
infamous  and  fraudulent  undertaking,  whereby 
several  unwary  persons  have  been  drawu  in,  to 
their  great  loss  ; and  that  the  manner  of  carry- 
ing the  same  on  hath  been  a manifest  violation 
of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom. 

2.  “ That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
the  managers  of,  and  agents  for,  the  said 
Lottery,  dal  frequently,  without  any  authority 
lur  their  so  doing,  make  use  of  his  Majesty's 
royal  name,  thereby  to  give  countenance  to  the 
said  infamous  project,  and  induce  his  Majesty’s 
subjects  to  engage,  or  be  concerned,  therein.” 

Ordered,  nem.  con.  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a Bill  to  suppress  the  Harburgh  Lot- 
tery ; and  to  prevent  any  foreign  Lotteries  from 
being  carried  on  in  this  kingdom ; and  to 
oblige  the  persons  concerned  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  sold  Harburgb  Lottery  to  make 
restitution  and  satisfaction  fpr  the  monies  they 
have  received  from  the  contributors  to  the  said 

Feb.  14.  The  Commons  resumed  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  said  Report,  and  seve- 
ral paragraphs  relating  to  John  lord  viscount 
Barrington  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  a mem- 
ber of  this  House,  were  rend  ; nud  then  Henry 
Bendysh,  esq.  Mr.  George  Ridpath,  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Matthew  and  Moses  Raper,  esq.  having 
been  severally  called,  and  examined,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  said  Report  was  ad- 
journed to  the  next  morning,  when  several  per- 
sons were  ordered  to  uttend.  Accordingly,  on 
the  15th,  the  Commons  resumed  the  further 
consideration  of  that  affair;  and  Mr.  George 
Ridpath  having  been  examined,  the  lord  Bar- 
rington was  heard  in  his  place,  and,  in  Iris  own 
justification  alledged,  “ That  his  design  was 
honest  and  disinterested  ; that  he  had  nothing  in 
view  but  the  good  of  the  nation  ; that  the  Har- 
burgh Company,  if  duly  managed,  and  encou- 
raged, might  have  been  very  advantageous  to 
the  navigation,  and  trade,  Bnd  that  the  Lottery 
in  question,  was  intended  to  raise  money,  in 
order  to  enable  the  Company  effectually  • to 
carry  on  their  trade.” 

Tire  noble  lord  then  withdrew,  and  the  House 
resolved,  ntm.  con.  “ That  it  appears  to  this 
House,  That  John  lord  vise.  Barrington  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  a member  of  this  House, 
bos  been  notoriously  guilty  of  promoting,  abet- 
ting, and  carrying  on  tire  fraudulent  under- 
taking called  the  llarburgh  Lottery.  2.  That 
the  said  lord  viscouut  Barrington  be,  for  Lis 

“■*  •“misitfgJiistflswi;,  imivmh,;! 


.1723. — Rejiorl  qf  the  Committee,  [88 
A Petition  of  tha  Minten  rejected.]  Feb. 
11.  A Petition  of  several  thousands  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  under  Insolvency  in  Suffolk- 
place,  m the  borough  of  Southwark,  wo*  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ; setting  forth, 
“ That  the  Petitioners,  who,  by  great  losses  sus- 
tained in  merchandize,  trade,  and  unavoidable 
misfortunes  which  fell  on  us,  through  decay  of 
trade,  by  the  late  calamitous  times ; by  which 
we  are  rendered  uucapable  to  make  payment 
according  to  our  dealings;  having  offered,  ac- 
cording to  our  power,  divers  sums  in  part ; 
praying  time  for  payment  of  the  rest ; yet,  by 
refusal  and  severity  of  some  of  our  creditors, 
we  are  deprived,  and  cast  out  of,  the  world, 
without  any  law  to  help,  having  nothing  left 
but  a natural  right  to  the  liberty  of  our  per- 
sons, and  are  even  deprived  of  that:  by  which 
severity  our  effects  are  wasted,  and  we  ren- 
dered insufficient  to  pay  our  whole  debts,  ac- 
cording to  our  former  proposals ; as  also  to  de- 
fray the  great  expences  of  a statute  of  bank- 
ruptcy ; and,  many  thousands  of  us  not  com- 
ing within  the  description  of  the 'statute,  See. 
others  of  us  have  submitted  to  n statute,  finish- 
ed our  examination,  and  delivered  up  our  all, 
upon  onth  several  years  since : and  our  dis- 
tresses having  forced  us  either  to  make  our 
bouses  our  gaols,  or  defraud  our  creditors  by 
carrying  away  our  effects,  with  uur  arts  and 
sciences,  into  foreign  countries,  to  the  improv- 
ing of  their  manufactures  abroad,  and  im- 
poverishing our  own,  which  is  the  life  and  trea- 
sure of  this  nation  ; and  are  drove  to  take  re- 
fuge in  Suffolk-place,  Southwark,  commonly 
called  the  Mint,  a place  of  great  poverty  and 
want;  aud,  though  not  prisoners  in  theKing’s- 
bench,  arc,  by  being  debarred  of  our  liberty,  as 
if  we  were  actually  confined;  and  the  vast 
numbers  crouding  in  bouses,  tec.  lmtli  ad- 
vanced the  rents  to  thrice  the  real  value ; and 
the  landlords  are  daily  distraining  upon  the 
goods  of  poor  unfortunate  gentlemen,  mer- 
chants, and  tradesmen,  See.  Aud  praying, 
That  the  House  will  grunt  the  petitioners  such 
a limitation  of  time  for  the  payment  of  their 
just  debts,  in  proportion  to  their  extreme  po- 

And  a motion  being  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  That  the  Petition  be  referred  to  a 
Committee ; it  passed  in  the  negative.  Re- 
solved, That  the  Petition  be  rejected. 

A Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  pre- 
tended Privileged  Places.]  Ordered,  That  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  pre- 
tended Privileged  Places ; aud  to  report  their 
opinion  to  the  House,  what  may  be  the  best 
means  to  abolish  them. 

Report  op  the  Committer  appoints® 

TO  INQUIRE  INTO  PRETENDED  PRIVILESED 

Places.]  Feb.  27.  Mr.  Conduit  reported, 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
pretended  Privileged  Places ; and  to  report 
their  opinion  to  the  House,  what  may  be  the 
best  means  to  abolish  them : the  matter,  as  it 
ot  th* 
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Committee  thereupon  ;*  and  he  read  -the  Re- 
port in  his  place  ; and  afterwards  delivered  it 
iu  at  the  clerk’s  table  : where  the  Report  and 
Resolutions  were  read ; and  are  as  follows : 

“ That  the  Committee  have  taken  the  matters 
• referred  to  them  into  consideration  ; and 
examined  the  several  witnesses  following  ; 
viz. 

“ John  Lade,  esq.  one  of  his  Majesty’s  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Surrey,  being 
examined,  said,  That  notwithstanding  the  sta- 
tute of  the  8th  and  9th  of  king  William  the 
Sd,  intituled,  * An  act  for  the  more  effectual 
‘ Relief  of  Creditors,  in  cases  of  Escapes ; 
‘ and  for  preventing  A buses  in  Prisons,  and  pre- 
tended Privileged  Places  great  disorders, 
and  illegal  practices,  continue  in  the  pretended 
privileged  place  in  the  borough  of  Southwark, 
commonly  called  the  Mint : 

“ That  one  Orchard,  who  had  been  bar- 
barously treated  by  the  Minters  unon  suspi- 
cion of"  his  being  a bailiff,  though  he  was  not 
one,  having  complained  to  the  justices,  at  the 
last  quarter  session  for  the  county  of  Surrey, 
they  appointed  a committee  to  inquire  into  the 
Abuses  of  the  Mint ; ' upon  which  the  Minters 
sent  them  a Letter,  a Copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
annexed,  No.  I.  acquainting  them  what  war- 
rants only  they  would  obey ; and  setting  forth, 


* “ Ev’n  Sunday  slimes  no  Sabbath-day  to  me: 
“ Then  from  die  Mint  walks  forth  the  Man  of 

" Happy  1 to  catch  me,  just  at  dinner-time." 

Pope. 

The  Mint  was  formerly  a place  to  which  in- 
solvent debtors  retired,  to  enjoy  an  illegal  pro- 
tection, which  they  were  there  suffered  to 
afford  to  one  another,  from  the  persecution  of 
their  creditors. 

“ Formerly  one  of  the  greatest  Obstructions 
to  public  justice,  both  of  the  civil  and  criminal 
kind,  was  the  multitude  of  pretended  privileged 
places,  where  indigent  persons  assembled  toge- 
ther to  shelter  themselves  from  justice,  (especial- 
ly in  London  and  Southwark)  under  the  pretext 
of  their  having  been  ancient  palaces  ofthe  crown, 
or  the  like : [such  as  White-Friers,  and  its  en- 
virons ; the  Savoy  and  the  Mint  in  Southwark,] 
all  of  which  sanctuaries  for  iniquity  are  now 
demolished,  and  the  opposing  of  any  process 
therein  is  made  highly  penal,  bv  the  statutes  8 
& 9 Will.  3.  c.  27.  9 Geo.  1.  c.  28. and  11  Geo. 
1.  c.  22.  which  enact;  That  persons  opposing 
the  execution  of  any  process  iu  such  pretended 
privileged  places  within  the  bills  of  mortality, 
or  abusing  any  officer  in  his  endeavours  to  exe- 
cute his  duty  therein,  so  that  he  receives  bodily 
hurt,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  transported 
for  seven  years : and  persons  in  disguise,  join- 
ing in  or  abetting  any  riot  or  tumult  on  such 
account,  or  opposing  any  process,  or  assaulting 
and  abusing  any  officer  executing,  or  for  having 
executed  the  same, shall  he  felons  without  benefit 
•f  clergy.”  ihc  l i.Ucr si 


They  hoped  they  should  be  excused,  if  any 
accident  should  happen  in  their  defending  them- 
selves: and  that  the  warrants  issued  out  against 
those  Orchard  complained  of  should  be  dis- 
charged : 

“ That  about  three  years  ago,  the  examinant 
having,  at  the  quarter-sessions,  opposed  the 
discharging  of  debtors,  who  sheltered  themselves 
in  the  Mint,  as  uot  being  within  the  act,  re- 
ceived a letter,  a copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
annexed.  No.  II.  full  of  curses  and  menaces  ; 
though,  at  that  time,  he  was  a member  of  Par- 
liament, and  chairman  to  the  bench  of  justices; 
and  that  he  has  often  received  letters  of  the 

“ That  complaints  are  made  to  the  exami- 
nant three  or  four  times  a month.  That  the 
Minters  go  into  the  city  to  buy  goods,  and  into 
the  markets  to  buy  cattle,  of  20  or  SO/,  value  ; 
and  paying,  only,  4 or  5/.  down,  order  the  sellers 
to  bring  them  near  the  Mint,  and  then  carry 
them  thither  by  force  : 

“ That,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  last  parlia- 
ment, the  examinant  saw  one  William  Harman, 
and  others,  proclaim.  That  f°ur  streets  in  the 
park,  in  Southwark,  which  are  above  half  a 
mile  round,  should,  for  the  future,  be  deemed 
to  be  within  the  privileges  of  the  Mint ; and 
that  no  person  should  presume  to  arrest  any 
body  there : 

“ That  several  persons  within  the  Mint  have 
set  up  a jurisdiction  of  their  own ; and  take 
upon  them  to  regulate  and  determine  matters 

“ That  one  Monk  is  called  their  general ; 
Gilding,  their  Recorder ; Saunders  and  Martin, 
their  Judges;  Steed, Townshend,  and  Wright, 
their  Beadles  and  Messengers. 

“ Mr. David  Spencer,  Lighterman,  said.  That 
one  David  Corbet  who  owed  the  examinant 
238/.  odd  money,  went  into  the  Mint  in  Ja- 
nuary last,  in  order  to  shelter  himself:  That 
the  whole  debt  was  contracted  in  six  months, 
and  24/.  3s.  thereof  in  less  than  14  days  be- 
fore he  went  into  theMint : That  he  was  in- 
formed, That  if  he  made  his  address  to  a club 
in  the  Mint,  they  would  make  Corbet  pay  him 
the  24 1.  3s. ; because,  by  their  rules,  uo  per- 
sons were  to  he  protected  from  paying  a debt 
contracted  iu  so  short  a time  before  their  com- 
ing there  ; That  in  January  last,  he  sent  in  his 
name  to  them,  and  paid  eighteen-pence  fee,  to 
be  admitted  to  tell  his  case  : That  there  were 
20  that  sat  about  a table  ; and  that  one  of  them 
particularly  sat  at  the  upper  end,  and  had  a 
cap  on  his  head,  in  imitation  of  laurel  ; and 
the  examinant  was  told,  he  was  one  of  the 
stewards  of  the  court : That,  when  he  had 
told  them  his  case,  they  promised  to  make  Cor- 
bet pay  him  the  money,  or  deliver  him  up  ; 
and  immediately  sent  for  him,  by  their  mes- 
senger, who  had  on  a red  coat,  a laced  hat,  and 
a staffin  bis  baud ; but  he  could  not  be  found  : 
That  he  went  again  to  the  same  club,  the 
Thursday  following  ; when  Corbet  was  again 
sent  for,  but  could  not  lie  found  : they  said 
wiiltontenlfad  agreed 
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to  pay  the  24/.  Si.  to  the  examinant,  nt  three 
several  payments  ; viz.  SI.  3s.  down,  81.  in  a 
month,  Hnd  8/.  more  in  3 months  : that  the  ex- 
aminant said,  lie  would  not  accept  of  those 
terms  ; but  would  take  some  other  course  : 
That  the  next  day,  the  two  stewards,  and  ano- 
ther person,  came  to  the  examinant’s  house, 
at  the  Bank-side,  which  is  hall'  a mile  from 
the  Mint : nud  snid,  Tlmt  they  had  been  talking 
with  Mr.  Corbet,  who  had  agreed  to  pay  the 
examinant  12/.  3*.  down  and  12/.  three  months 
after,  provided  he,  the  examinant,  would  not  be 
concerned  in  taking-out  a statute  against  him  ; 
but,  the  examinant  not  accenting  that  offer, 
they  said,  Mr.  Corbet  most  then  take  an  ale- 
house in  the  Mint,  and  spend  the  money  there ; 
and  the  examinant  has  not  been  able  to  get 
auy  part  of  the  238/. 

“ Randolph  Greenuuy,  esq.  under  sheriff  for 
the  county  of  Surry,  snid,  That  he  cannot  exe- 
cute process  against  any  person  in  the  Mint, 
without  the  Posse  Comitutus  ; and  even  then 
must  take  the  opportunity  of  the  nssizes,  when 
he  can  have  the  Javelin-men  to  assist  him,  or 
go  in  by  surprise  ; lor  if  he  was  to  raise  the 
Posse  in  the  usual  form,  the  Mintcrs  would  cer- 
tainly be  prepared  against  it:  That  the  ex- 

pence of  raising  the  Posse  is  20  or  30/.  and 
that  it  cannot  be  very  much  depended  upon  ; 
for,  even  out  of  the  Mint,  when  a person  stands 
in  the  pillory,  the  Posse  leave  the  exami- 
nant, and  mix  with  themob. 

“ William  Devon,  marshal’s-court officer,  said, 
That  the  Thursday  before  Christmas,  as  he  was 
carrying  away  a prisoner,  who  was  no  Minter, 
20  or  30  Minters,  who  were  planted,  for  that 
purpose,  a qunrter  of  a mile  from  the  Mint, 
Knocked  down  the  examinant,  and  took  his 
prisoner  from  him  : That  they  have  come  se- 
veral times  to  his  house,  which  is  a quarter  of 
a mile  from  the  Mint,  and  insujeed  him  nud 
.broke  his  windows,  and  threatened  to  take 
prisoners  from  him  ; That  he  never  goes  near 
the  Mint,  that  he  is  not  in  danger  of  his  life. 

“ John  Te/non, sheriff's  officer,  William  Spicer, 
David  Thomas  and  William  Varoham,  con- 
stables, being  severally  examined,  said,  That 
they  had  often  been  obstructed,  by  the  Minters, 
in  executing  warrants  ; and  have  bad  their 
prisoners  taken  from  them  ; and  dnrst  not  go 
over  St.  George’s  Fields,  siuce  the  rules  of  the 
King's-bench  were  inlarged  : That  the  Minters 
would  suffer  warrants  for  felony  to  he  served, 
but  not  escape  warrants : that  the  examinants 
had  often  been  pursued,  when  they  had  no 
writs  to  execute,  by  a hundred,  or  more,  of  the 
Minters ; some  of  which,  called  spirits,  and 
dressed  in  long  black  gowns,  which  go  over 
their  heads,  with  holes  made  to  see  out  at,  go 
often  ont  of  the  Mint  in  search  of  bailiffs. 

“ Richard  Poole,  one  of  the  badge-porters 
of  Lmcoln's-InB,  said.  That,  on  Friday  the 
S2d  of  December  1721,  he  served  one  Da- 
niel Davis  and  his  wife  and  Surah  Morgan,  at 
the  house  of  the  said  Daniel  Davis,  in  the 
Mint,  with  a subpeena  : That,  ns  soon  as  the 
examinapfc  .feoxi  n*gar«L  ,thfcs  iHMtJitrofcFWWr,  at, ; 
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aforesaid,  the  said  Davis  and  his  wife  fas- 
tened the  doors,  and  declared  they  would 
have  the  examinant  punished,  according  to 
tile  laws  of  the  Mint : and  cnllcd  in  several 
persons,  nnd  then  sent  out  three  or  more  of 
them,  directing  them  to  get  the  club  together 
with  all  possible  speed  : that,  soon  afterwards, 
word  was  brought,  That  the  club  was  ready ; 
whereupon  Davis  opened  the  doors  and  bid 
the  examinant  get  out  of  his  house  about  his 
business  ; that,  as  soon  as  the  examinant  was 
got  without  Davis’s  door  he  was  surrounded 
by  a mob,  who  laid  violent  hands  on  him,  nnd 
carried  him  to  an  alehouse  near  to  Davis’s 
house,  where  were  divers  persons,  unknown  to 
the  examinant,  oue  of  which  they  called  Judge : 
That  they  searched  the  examinant's  pockets, 
and  took  an  order  from  thence  : and  tuen  cut 
a piece  of  parchment  into  small  pieces,  and 
put  the  same  into  a glass  of  water  and  salt, 
and  forced  the  examinant  to  eat  the  said  pieces 
of  parchment,  and  to  drink  the  water  and  salt: 
That  then  there  came  into  the  room  several 
other  persons,  in  disguise,  whom  they  call  the 
Spirits,  who  by  violence,  took  the  examinant  to 
seven  or  eight  pumps,  and  pumped  him  at  each 
pump  a considerable  time  : that,  afterwards, 
they  forced  the  examinant  (beating  and  punch- 
ing him  with  short  sticks  and  truncheons)  into 
a ditch,  into  which  the  common-sewers,  and 
filth  of  the  necessary-houses,  runs ; and  one 
of  them  forced  the  examinant’s  head  three 
times  under  the  surface  thereof : that  as  soon 
as  the  examinant  came'  out  of  the  ditch,  they 
led  him  to  a place,  at  some  distance,  which,  as 
the  examinant  has  been  informed,  was  the  ex- 
tent of  their  bounds ; and  there  they  produced 
a brickbat,  having  on  it  human  excrements  j 
and  obliged  the  examinant  to  kiss  the  same, 
and  to  express  himself  in  the  following  words  ; 

1 I am  a rogue,  and  a rogue  in  grain, 

1 Anil  damn  me,  if  ever  1 come  into  the  Mint  again.1 

“ That  the  persons  that  had  so  treated  the 
examinant  declared,  they  had  lately  made  a 
law  against  serving  of  subpoenas  in  the  Mint : 
That  the  examinant  was  very  much  bruised 
and  hurt,  in  his  face,  and  several  parts  of  the 
body,  by  the  usage  aforesaid. 

“ Joseph  TueUs,  un  officer  in  the  borough- 
court,  said,  That  about  two  years  ago,  be  was 
treated  in  the  same  manner  as  Richard  Pool,  for 
arresting  a cheesemonger's  servant ; and  hnd 
5s.  taken  from  him  in  money. 

“ Anne  Lefoe,  a working  woman,  said,  That 
she,  having  given  evidence,  at  the  nssizes, 
against  one  of  the  Minters,  who  was  indicted 
by  the  above-mentioned  Joseph  Twells,  was 
seized,  near  St.  George’s  church  in  Southwark, 
by  two  Minters,  and  carried,  by  force,  into  the 
Mint ; where  she  was  also  treated  in  the  some 
manner : That  they  took  all  her  cloaths  from 
her,  except  one  petticoat,  and  her  bodice  ; 
and  mnde  her  ourse  her  father  aud  mother. 

“ John  Smith,  sheriff’s  officer,  said,  That, 
.two  i yeans  Rnd-  a-  fcalf  ogo,  as  he  was 
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drinking  at  n public-house  half  a mile  from 
the  Mint,  at  a time  when  he  had  not . . . writ 
to  execute,  near  200  Minters  came  in  pursuit 
of  him ; upon  which  the  examinant  got  over 
the  pales,  and  went  into  another  house,  and 
•hut  the  doors;  but  the  Minters  followed  him, 
and  broke  open  two  doors,  and  carried  him 
into  the  Mint,  where  they  treated  him  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  aforesaid  examinants  had 
been  treated  : that  he  had  twenty  or  thirty 
cuts  in  his  head,  by  being  dragged  through  the 
kennels ; was  almost  strangled : had  his  breast 
tore  in  several  places ; and  lost  a suit  of 
cloaths  worth  5 or  61.  a silver  watch,  and  31.  in 
money. 

44  That,  upon  the  whole,  the  Committee 
Came  to  the  following  Resolutions  ; viz. 

Resolved,  1.  ‘ That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
4 Committee,  That  the  provision  made  by  the 
4 act  of  the  8th  and  9th  of  king  William  the 
4 Third,  intituled, 1 An  act  for  the  more  effec- 
4 tual  relief  of  creditors,  in  cases  of  escapes ; 

4 and  for  preventing  abuses  in  prisons,  and 
4 pretended  privileged  places  lias  not  proved 
‘ effectual  within  the  place  commonly  called 
4 the  Mint : and  that  further  provisions  should 
1 be  made ; and  the  same  be  extended  to  the 
4 contrivers,  aiders,  and  abettors,  of  and  in  the 
‘ offences  mentioned  in  that  part  of  the  said 
4 act,  which  relates  to  pretended  privileged 

2.  * That  further  powers  be  vested  in  the 
4 justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Surry, 

4 for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  their  war- 
4 ranis,  and  escape-warrants,  within  the  said 
4 place  called  the  Mint. 

3.  “ That  some  provision  be  made  for  de- 
4 fraying  the  charge  of  raising  the  Posse  Comi- 
4 tatus,  or  any  other  power  that  shall  be  re- 
4 quisite,  to  execute  process  or  warrants  within 
4 the  said  Mint. 

4.  4 That  assemblies  of  persons,  taking  upon 

* themselves  to  regulate  and  determine  matters 
4 within  the  said  place  called  the  Mint,  greatly 
4 contribute  to  the  support  of  the  disorders, 

4 and  illegal  practices,  committed  therein  ; and 
4 that  effectual  provision  should  be  marie  against 
4 the  contrivers,  actors,  aiders,  and  abettors,  of 
4 and  in  such  assemblies. 

5.  4 That  some  proper  encouragement  and 

* reward  be  given  to  the  prosecutors,  upon 

* their  convicting  such  offenders. 

6.  4 That  the  granting  some  relief  to  such 
4 insolvent  debtors  as  have  been,  for  a certain 
'•  time  to  be  limited,  within  the  Mint,  and  shall 
4 appear  to  be  objects  of  compassion,  under 
4 proper  regulations  and  restrictions,  may  con- 
4 duce  to  the  dispersing  the  great  numbers 
4 that  have  resorted  thither,  and  to  the  abo- 
4 lishing  the  pretended  privileges  of  the  same 

APPENDIX,  N°  I. 

44  May  it  please  your  Worships ; 

44  We,  the  unforfonnte  gentlemen  of  tins  place 
Called  the  Mint,  are  unwilling  to  give  the  least 
tmbrage  to  yowi  worships iadw/liti  thc  toeeeBH 1 
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ing  your  warrants  upon  highwaymen,  thieves, 
pickpockets,  and  whores:  but  must  iu  treat  you, 
gentlemen  of  this  honourable  bencli,  that,  as 
our  case  and  circumstances  are  desperate  and 
deplorable,  and  our  liberties  but  small,  to  the 
maintenance  of  ourselves,  wives,  and  children  ; 
so,  we  humbly  hope,  this  honourable  bench,  ns 
gentlemen  mid  Christians,  will  commiserate 
our  cases. — We  are  very  sensible,  that  many 
reflections  are  daily  thrown  upon  us,  without 
real  cause;  and  we  do  assure  your  worships; 
we  will  always  obey  your  warrants,  as  afore- 
mentioned : but,  as  our  lives,  and  the  miseries 
of  thousands,  ought  to  move  your  worships  to 
commiseration ; ns  we  are  gentlemen,  mer- 
chants, &c.;  so  we  humbly  hope,  your  honour* 
will  excuse  us,  if  any  accident  should  happen 
in  defence  thereof;  we  being  truly  loyal  and 
dutiful  subjects  to  his  Majesty  king  George, 
and  ready  to  sacrifice  our  lives  in  defence  of 
his  sacred  person,  and  government. 

Signed,  44  Amatores  Libertatcm.” 

44  Gentlemen ; 

4i  As  we  are  are  ready  to  prove  to  your  wor- 
ships, That  this  bailiff  is  a most  notorious  vil- 
lain, not  only  in  being  tried  several  times  for 
bis  life,  but  guilty  of  every  thing  criminal,  as 
perjury,  felony,  &c.  and  even  to  take  the  corps 
of  the  deceased  out  of  their  coffins,  and  sell 
them  : Then  what  will  such  a person  do  to  the 
living,  we  refer  to  your  worships ; humbly 
hoping,  you  will,  of  your  great  compassion, 
discharge  the  warrants  against  the  innocent, 
that  was  not  in  the  least  concerned.  Super- 
scribed, To  the  worshipful  Bench  of  Justices.” 

APPENDIX,  N°  II. 

44  Mr.  Ladd  ; 

44  God  eternally  damn  the  for  an  old  over- 
grown unparallelled  monster  of  a rogue  ! tbou 
spawn  of  fiery  dragons,  hell,  and  fury  ? May  all 
the  plagues  of  Egypt  be  inflicted  upon  the, 
ninety-and-nine  times  doubled  1 May  God  rain 
fire,  brimstone,  and  the  grandest  rods,  scourges, 
and  flames  of  hell,  upon  the,  here  on  earth  ; 
and  when  we  have  made  two  or  three  I ’let- 
holes  (by  the  power  of  powder,  and  force  of 
balls)  through  thy  ratten  skull,  that  may  infal- 
libly finish  thy  abominable  course,  and  make 
the  to  resign  thy  uncharitable,  corrupted,breatb, 
that  tbou  mayest  be  placed  in  the  lowest  and 
fiercest  hell,  and  there  to  remain  to  all  eternity. 
There  never  was  so  vile  a rogue  breathing  upon 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  since  the  creation 
of  Adam,  as  than  art.  Oh  thou  abominable 
dog ! what ! oppose  the  relief  of  the  poor  insol- 
vents ! Thou  cursed  Titlain  ; we  have  agreed 
to  send  the  to  hell  in  a little  time  ; (i.  e.)  the 
first  opportunity  ; which,  depend  upon  it,  we 
will  watch  for  very  diligently.  I tell  thee,  the 
author  is  a person  concerned  with  sufficient  ac- 
complices to  execute  this  blessed  action : but  I 
tell  the  farther,  I bad  some  little  check  upon  my 
spirits  this  morning,  which  was  the  occasion 
of  my  writing  thee  this  epistle ; whereby,  if 
thou'folhrmiwy  'Mttftciljbtl'Hxa  tsliiltiieecape  bis 
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bloody  contrivance.  Tlinu  bast  been,  and  now 
art,  ibe  only  person  that  doth  oppose  the  re- 
lief ,ol' thepoor  insolvent  debtors  : therefore,  as 
tbou  host  been  sucb  a cursed  notorious  dog, 
turn  a faithful  friend  to  them  all,  and  discharge 
them,  every  one  that  comes  before  thee,  with- 
out giving  them  any  trouble  ; and  I promise 
thee  a hair  of  thy  hind  shall  not  be  hurt,  nor  thy 
body  neither  : but  mind  what  I say  to  thee  ; 
it  won't  be  thy  seeming  indilfereiiL  with  the 
prisoners,  as  though  thuu  was  their  friend,  and 
if  found  otherwise,  that  will  save  thy  bacou  ; 
nor  if  tbou  shouldst  go  into  the  country,  on  any 
pretence  whatsoever ; or  if  thou  dost  keep 
from  the  bench,  on  any  pretended  indisposition  : 
in  a word,  there  is  no  pretence  whatsoever  upon 
earth  shall  save  thee,  if  thou  dost  not  infallibly 
discharge  every  one  that  comes  before  thee,  and 
speak  iu  their  behalf,  in  every  respect,  as  much 
as  possible. 

“ N.  B.  A Copy  of  this  letter  I have  shewn 
to  my  companions ; and  it  is  agreed  to  by  us 

“ P.  S.  It  is  most  evident  (by  the  act  of  insol- 
vency), that  every  person,  not  owing  above  50/. , 
principal  money,  shall  be  discharged.  This,  1 
say,  was  the  intent  and  design  of  the  Parlia- 
ment; and  If  thou  iotroducest  any  quibble  to 
obstruct  the  execution  of  the  Parliament’s  in- 
tention, by  the  great  God,  by  all  the  angels  and 
archangels,  and  by  all  that  is  good  and  sacred, 
either  in  Heaven  above,  or  on  the  earth  be- 
neath, the  contents  of  this  letter  shall  be  exe- : 
cuted : And  so,  Farewell,” 

The  said  Resolutions,  being  severally  read, 
were  agreed  uuto  by  the  House.  Ordered,  That 
a Bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant  ta  the  said  Reso-  : 
lutions. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  tue  House 
of  Commons  appointed  toexamineChristo- 
piier  Layer  andotheus  touciii no  the  Con- 
spiracy.] March  1.  Mr.  William  Pulteney  ac- 
cording to  order,  reported,  from  the  Committee 
appointed  to  examine  Christopher  Layer,  and 
others  ; and  to  whom  several  Papers,  relating 
to  the  Conspiracy  mentioned  in  his  Majesty’s 
Speech,  were  referred  ; the  matter,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  them,  upon  the  said  Papers  and  Exa- 
minations; which  they  had  directed  him  to  re- 
port to  the  House : and  he  read  the  Report  in 
his  place  ; and  afterwards  delivered  the  same 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  with  several  Appen- 
dixes, containing  Copies  of  the  several  Papers, 
and  Examinations  reterred  to  in  the  said  Report 
and  also  a trunk  containing  all  the  original  pa- 
pers and  Examination?  mentioned  in  the,  said 
Report:  which  Report  is  as  follows  : 

REPORT  from  the  COMMITTEE  appointed 
by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  ex- 
amine Cii  ristopu  eh  Layer,  and  others;  and 
to  whom  several  Papers  and  Examinations 
laid  before  the  House,  relating  to  the 
CONSPIRACY  mentioned  in  his  Majesty’s 
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to  be  carrying  on  against  his  Person  and 
Government,  were  referred.  Reported  on 
the  First  of  March,  1722,  by  the  right  hon. 
William  Pulteney,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the 
said  Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  Chris- 
topher Layer  and  others,  in  relation  to  the 
Conspiracy  mentioned  in  his  Majesty's 
Speech,  to  be  carrying  on  against  his  Person 
and  Government,  having  perused  tlic  se- 
veral Papers  and  Examinations  refer;  <1  to 
them,  and  having  gone  through  the  t-x- 
aminations  of  those  persons,  have  agreed 
on  the  following  Report : 

JN  such  various  and  so  long  examinations, 
and  in  so  exteusive  an  inquiry, your  Committee 
are  in  hopes  that  they  need  not  be  strictly  tied 
to  the  method  and  order  in  which  they  w ere 
appointed,  but  may  for  llie  ease  of  the  House 
range  the  several  mailers  occurring  to  them,  as 
near  as  they  can,  iu  the  order  of  time  m w hich 
they  were  transacted,  or  as  they  best  serve  by 
their  mutual  connection  to  illustrate  each  other, 
without  adding  any  observations  of  their  own, 
hut  such  as  naturally  arise  from  comparing  the 
several  papers  and  examinations  together,  and 
such  as  are  necessary  to  help  the  House,  the 
more  easily  to  perceive  the  contradictions  and 
inconsistencies  of  the  confessions  made  by  the 
prisoners,  as  well  as  the  confirmations  and  co- 
incidence of  the  facts  inquired  into. 

The  Committee  observe  in  general,  that  a 
design  has  long  been  carrying  on  by  persons  of 
figure  and  distinction  at  home,  in  conjunction 
with  traitors  abrond,  for  placing  the  Preiender 
on  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms.  That  various 
methods  have  beeu  attempted,  and  various 
times  fixed,  for  putting  this  design  in  execution. 
That  the  first  intention  was  to  have  procured 
a regular  body  of  foreign  forces  to  invade  these 
kingdoms  at  the  lime  of  the  late  elections  ; but 
that  the  conspirators  being  disappointed  in  this 
expectation,  next  resolved  to  make  an  attempt 
at  the  lime  that  it  was  generally  believed  his 
Majesty  intended  to  go  to  Hanover,  by  the 
help  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  could 
pass  into  England  unobserved.  Irom  abroad, 
under  the  command  oftlie  late  duke  of  Ormond, 
who  was  to  have  lauded  in  the  river  with  a 
great  quantity  of  arms,  provided  in  Spain  for 
that  purpose,  at  which  lime  the  Tuwtr  was 
likewise  to  have  been  seized,  and  the  City  of 
London  to  have  been  made  a place  of  arms  ; 
but  this  design  being  also  disappointed,  liy  the 
discoveries  made  in  Englnnd,  and  In  . jajtsiy's 
putting  off  his  journey,  by  the  encampment  of 
the  forces  at  home,  as  well  as  the  sending  for 
those  from  Ireland,  and  by  the  readiness  of  Ins 
Majesty’s  good  allies  the  States  General  to 
assist  him  in  case  of  need,  by  the  orders  given 
in  Spain  that  the  late  duke  of  Ormond  should 
not  be  suffered  to  embark,  and  the  like  orders 
issued  in  France  that  he  should  not  be  suffered 
to  pass  through  that  kingdom,  the  conspirators 
found  themselves  under  a necessity  of  def<  ring 
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camp  ; during  which  interval,  they  were  la- 
bouring by  their  agents  and  emissaries  to  cor- 
rupt and  seduce  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his 
Majesty’s  army,  and  depended  so  much  oh  this 
defection,  as  to  entertain  hopes  of  placing  the 
Pretender  on  the  throne,  though  they  should 
obtain  no  assistance  from  abroad,  which  ne- 
vertheless they  still  continued  tp  solicit  for. 

The  truth  and  reality  of  these  wicked  designs, 
your  Committee  are  of  opinion  will  appear 
confirmed  to  the  House  by  concurrent  and 
unquestionable  advices,  from  almost  all  parts 
of  Europe,  sent  by  persons  who  appear  to 
liavq  had  no  communication  with  each  other; 
which  advices  have  again  been  verified  and 
supported  by  several  discoveries  made  at  home, 
by  the  informations  and  confessions  of  some  of 
the  persons  concerned,  as  well  as  by  a long 
and  regular  series  of  correspondence,  which  the 
conspirators  have  furnished  the  government 
with  against  themselves,  the  several  branches  of 
which  appear  to  the  Committee  connected 
with  ouc  another,  and  all  concurring  in  one 
continued  design  of  subverting  our  present 
happy  establishment,  and  involving  these  king- 
doms in  blood  and  confusion. 

Thai  the  first  design  was  to  have  been  exe- 
cuted during  the  elections,  and  to  have  been 
supported  by  foreign  forces,  is  collected  from 
the  following  circumstances. 

Philip  Neynoe,  clerk  (who  was  drowned 
in  attempting  to  make  his  escape  from  the 
Messengers)  declared  upon  bis  examination 
before  some  of  the  lords  of  the  council,  “ That 
be  had  been  employed  by  George  Kelly,  and  one 
Watson,  whom  he’ took  to  be  the  late  etirl 
Marishal,  and  who  was  in  England  last  Spring, 
to  draw  up  three  several  memorials  to  the 
Regent  of  Francfe,  to  solicit  him  to  send  forces 
to  the  assistance  of  the  conspirators.  That 
the  last  of  these  memorials  was  drawn  up  in 
December  1781,  and  contained  a demand  of 
5,000  men,  to  be  sent  over  by  the  Regent  to  in- 
vade these  kingdoms." 

This  is  confirmed  by  unquestionable  advices 
from  France,  the  19th  of  April  last,  iu  which  it 
is  expressly  affirmed,  “ That  repeated  appli- 
cation had  been  made  to- the  Regent  for  same 
time  past,  to  furnish  only  a body  of  three  thou- 
sand meu,  by  the  help  of  which  the  conspira- 
tors made  no  doubt  but  to  be  able  to  place  the 
Pretender  on  the  throne.” 

Layer,  at  bis  examination  before  a Committee 
of  lords  of  the  council,  confessed,  “ That  being 
iu  discourse  with  lord  Orrery,  soon  after  his 
first  acquaintance  with  him,  (which  was  before 
the  encampment.)  lord  Orrery  said  nothing 
could  relieve  the  nation,  but  a restoration  ; and 
that  he  would  be  glad  if  he  couitf  contribute  to 
bring  it  about ; (hat  it  must  be  done  by  foreign 
forces,  and  could  be  done  no  other  way;  that 
he  often  asked  lord  Orrery,  what  methods  they 
had  taken  to  procure  them  ; that  lord  Orrery 
said,  they  had  friends  abroad  that  had  made 
application  to  the  Regent  for  assistance  to 
bring  about  a Revolution  ; but  he  does  not 
know  whom  ^'LilPdk|r(hffirjiglfB«#lrth;iH<)qnetalii 
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Dillon  might  be  his  correspondent,  for  ought 
he  knew  ; that  lord  Orrery  likewise  told  him, 
tire  Regent  might  be  brought  to  wink  at  auy 
thing,  hut  was  so  perfidious  that  he  was  not  to 
be  trusted  ; and  that  the  French  had  made  & 
tool  of  the  Pretender.” 

Layer  repeated  the  same  in  part  at  two 
other  examinations  before  his  trial,  and  has 
since  confirmed  to  your  Committee,  upon  his 
1 examination  at  the  Tower,  “ That  lord  Orrery 
declared  himself  constantly  of  opinion,  that 
nothing  could  be  done  to  any  purpose  iu  the 
1 Pretender's  favour  without  Foreign  forces.” 

About  the  latter  end  of  April,  a letter  was 
intercepted  here,  coming  from  Spain, enclosing 

the  copy  of  one  from  O to L, 

which  will  be  shewn,  in  the  sequel  of  this  i t - 
port,  to  have  been  from  the  late  duke  of  0-- 
moud,  iu  which  Ormond  says,  “ Pi-ay  tell  Rlrs. 
Chaumont,  that  since  the  parliament  is  dead 
and  gone,  I think  it  is  a good  time  to  make  an 
effort,  when  the  elector  is  gone  to  Hanover.” 
It  will  appear  from  the  sequel  of  this  report, 
that  by  Mrs.  Chaumont  is  probably  meant  the 
Pretender. 

On  the  23d  of  April  another  letter  was  inter- 
cepted, signed  1378,  and  directed  to  Mr.  Jack- 
sou,  which  your  Committee  have  good  reason 
to  believe  was  from  the  Bishop  of  Rochester  to 
the  Pretender,  as  will  be  shewn  in  the  follow- 
ing part  of  this  report  ; in  this  letter  be  says, 
“ Notwithstanding  this  opportunity  is  elapsed,  I 
agree  with  you  another  may  offer  before  the 
end  of  the  year,  though  not  perhaps  every  way 
so  favourable.”  This  letter  was  writ  on  the 
20th  of  April,  when  most  of  the  elections  were 
over,  and  consequently  that  opportunity  was 
elapsed. 

That  an  insurrection  was  thought  of  at  the 
time  of  the  elections,  is  farther  confirmed  from 
the  following  particulars ; Layer  confessed  be- 
fore the  Lords,  “ That  Green  the  gunsrpith 
being  in  company  with  lord  North  after  dinner, 
and  talkiug  of  5,000  arms,  and  7,000  arms,  thpt 
were  ready,  said, ‘ When  the  Westminster  mob 
were  up,  if  they  had  had  arms  !’  Upon  which 
lord  North  interrupted  him,  and  said,  Do  not 
talk,  you  are  a citizen,  you  know  there  are  no 
arms;  hut  that  the  man  insisted  there  were 
5,000  arms  ready  in  the  cify.” 

Neynoe  declared,  “ Thai  Tho.  Carte,  clerk, 
made  two  expeditions  in  the  Spring  (during  the 
elections)  one  into  Cornwall,  and  another  into 
the  counties  of  Warwick,  Nottingham,  Derby 
and  Stafford  ; and  that  upon  Neynoe’s  blaming 
the  riotous  conduct  at  the  Coventry  election. 
Carte  replied,  hang  the  election,-  you  never  saw 
fellows  of  such  mettle,  so  well  trained,  so  fit  for 
business.” 

Among  Mr.  Dennis  Kelly’s  papers  was  seized 
an  exact  list  of  the  quarters  of  all  his  Majesty's 
forces  in  Great  BriLain,  about  the  time  that 
they  were  drown  out  of  most  of  the  great  towns 
and  boroughs,  on  account  of  the  elections. 

From  all  these  circumstances  the  Commit- 
tee see  reason  to  conclude,  that  the  first  design 
>•  Hias'tit  feniieitoh-'execated  wil'U  Ural  assistunce 
: H 
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of  foreign  forces,  at  the  lime  of  llie  elections ; 
tbal  the  Pretender,  the  late  duke  of  Ormond, 
lord  Orrery,  and  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  were 
of  this  opinion ; that  memorials  were  drawn  up 
here,  to  be  presented  to  the  Regent  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  that  those  memorials  were  actually 
presented,  or  at  least  application  made  to  the 
Regeut  in  consequence  of  them,  by  directions 
from  persons  in  England;  and  that  such  dis- 
positions had  been  made  for  this  enterprize  at 
that  time,  as  broke  out  into  riots  at  soipu  of  the 
elections ; which  must  be  allowed  to  have  been 
no  unfavourable  juncture  for  such  an  attempt, 
considering  the  discontents  occasioned  by  the 
late  South  Sea  scheme,  which  the  conspirators 
have  nil  along  flattered  themselves  they  should 
be  able  to  improve  into  a spirit  of  rebellion,  and 
the  liberties  usually  taken  at  such  n season, 
when  all  the  freeholders  of  England  are  neces- 
sarily and  legally  assembled  together,  and  when 
the  whole  nation  is  too  apt  to  be  in  a ferment, 
even  in  the  quietest  times. 

This  design  failing,  on  account  (as  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  believe)  of  the  conspirators  not 
being  able  to  obtain  the  forces  they  solicited 
from  abroad,  and  of  their  being  themselves  di- 
vided in  opinion  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
execution,  their  next  endeavour  was  to  attempt 
an  insurrection  at  the  time  when  they  supposed 
his  Majesty  would  he  going  to  Hanover. 

Of  the  reality  of  this  design  your  Committee 
have  found  such  evident  and  concurrent  testi- 
monies, that  they  think  stronger  could  not  rea- 
sonably be  expected,  in  an  affair,  where  it  was 
so  much  the  interest  of  the  conspirators  to  act 
with  the  utmost  caution  and  secrecy. 

It  has  already  been  observed,  that  the  late  duke 
of  Ormond  thought  tire  lime  .of  the  King's  going 
for  Germany  a favourable  opportunity  for  mak- 
ing an  efTort,  and  that  the  person  who  signs 
1378  says,  “ Notwithstanding  this  opportunity 
is  elapsed,  I agree  with  you  another  may  offer 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  though  not  perhaps 
every  way  so  favourable." 

Layer  confessed  to  the  Lords  at  two  several 
examinations  previous  to  his  Ttinl.and  has  since 
confirmed  to  your  Committee,  “ That  he  made 
application  to  lord  Orrery  to  stand  godfuther 
to  bis  child  for  the  Pretender,  intending  that 
this  mark  of  kindness  from  the  Pretender  should 
serve  as  a credential  to  lord  Orrery  to  induce 
him  to  converse  freely  with  him,  in  relation  to 
the  Pretender's  affairs : that  their  acquaintance 
having  begun  in  this  manner,  lord  Orrery  sent 
to  him  to  inquire  into  the  Pretender's  character 
and  qualifications,  and  risked  him  several  times 
whether  he  had  any  recommendation  from  the 
Pretender  to  any  person';  that  upon  his  an- 
swering no,  his  lordship  told  him,  that  he  seem- 
ed to  be  an  honest  man , and  people  of  his  in- 
tegrity should  be  always  welcome  to.  him,  whe- 
ther they  had  any  credentials  or  no ; lliat  he. 
Layer,  then  gave  his  lordship  an  accouut  of 
what  had  passed  between  Lhe  Pretender  aud  him 
during  his  stay  at  Rome,  and  asked  his  lord- 
ship  what  hopes  there  were)  To  which  his  lord- 


nation  were  generally  for  the  Pretender,  except 
9ucb  os  had  places,  or  money  due  to  them  from 
the  government ; that  lord  Orrery  farther  told 
him,  that  lord  North,  sir  Harry  Goring,  lord 
Strafford,  and  others,  were  goiug  to  do  a rash  . 
thing  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  which  he, 
lord  Orrery,  was  sorry  for,  because  it  would 
prove  abortive,  ami  hinder  its  succeeding  a no-  t 
liter  .time  ; that  Layer  asked  him  who  was  to  I 
have  the  command,  and  lord  Orrery  told  him  lie  I 
believed  lord  North  and  Grey  was  to  hnvc  the  f 
command,  and  that  the  said  lord  iiaii  ueoimiiis-  I 
sion  from  the  Pretender:  that  the  lord  Orrery  I 
called  this  design  rash,  because  not  duly  con-  I 
certed,  nor  supported  by  foreign  forces,  without  I 
which,  he  said,  lie  (bought  they  must  he  more  I 
than  madmen  to  hope  to  do  any  thing  to  effect,  I 
for  the  Prelender’s  service.  That  lie,  Layer,  I 
the  next  time  lie  saw  lord  North  and  Grey,  I 
which  was  before  the  encampment  of  the  troops,  | 
acquainted  him  with  what  lord  Orrery  had  said  I 
about  the  rashness  of  the  design  ; that  lord  I 
North  and  Grey  replied,  lord  Orrery  was  a , 
timorous  fellow,  and  was  always  making  difti-  i 
cullies,  and  schemes  out  of  his  own  brain  ; that  I 
he  knew  nothing,  nor  should  know ; but  that  I 
it  was  his,  lord  North’s  opinion,  the  Pretender  I 
might  be  restored  by  the  people  of  England,  I 
without  the  assistance  of  any  foreign  force.  I 
That  he,  Layer,  talked  to  lord  North  and  Grey  I 
of  his  lordship's  being  general,  but  lord  North  I 
said,  lie  was  not  popular  enough,  that  the  duke  I 
of  Ormond  would  be  fit  for  it,  and  if  they  had  I 
him  here,  his  lordship  believed  most  of  the  sol-  I 
diers  would  joiu  him;  iliac  he,  Layer,  coDtinu-  ] 
ing  to  press  lord  North  and  Grey  on  this  bead,  I 
by  telling  him  that  he  was  fitter  for  a general,  1 
and  was  popular,  the  said  lord  answered  no,  the  ■ 
duke  of  Ormond  was  the  man,  he  was  the  sol-  | 
dier’s  darling.  That  he.  Layer,  often  talked  of  I 
this  affair,  to  the  lord  North,  being  induced  so  I 
to  do,  by  the  impatience  he  observed  in  him,  I 
ond  in  lord  Orrery,  that  something  should  be  I 

Matthew  Plunket,  serjennt  of  invalids,  has  I 
deposed  upon  oath,  “ That  Layer  told  him  (in  I 
July  last)  tlmt  the  late  duke  of  Ormond  would  I 
come  in  a single  ship  with  some  officers,  and  I 
that  it  had  been  done  long  ago,  if  the  French  I 
ambassador  had  not  been  told  of  it,  who  told  it  I 
again  to  the  King.” 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  from  several  I 
depositions  on  oath,  ns  well  ns  from  Informa- 
tions and  written  intelligence,  that  in  conse-  ( 
quence  of  this  design  of  bringing  over  the  late  L 
duke  of  Ormond,  captain  Charles  Halstead,  a 
Lancashire  man,  (who  was  concerned  in  the 
insurrection  intended  at  Oxford  in  the  year 
1715)  set  sail  from  the  river  for  Bilhoa,  about 
the  12th  dny  of  March  1721-22,  on  board  the 
ship  Pbineas  of  Bristol,  William  Arnold  mas- 
ter, with  a provision  of  arms  and  powder  on 
hoard,  which  one  of  the  sailors  on  his  exami- 
nation declared,  “ He  apprehends  to  have 
been  greater  than  was  necessary  for  an  ordinary 
trading  voyage.  That  the  said  ship  was  hired  at 
. iWr  month,  two 
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hundred  being  paid  in  advance  (as  Halstead 
himself  owned)  and  had  no  goods  nor  any  pas- 
senger on  board,  except  the  said  Halstead,  who 
went  by  the  name  of  Nowell,  and  was  kuown 
to  the  master  and  sailors  by  that  name  only, 
during  the  voyage  to  Spain.  Thai  the  said 
ship  was  cleaved  at  the  custom-house  in  ballast 
for  Lisbon ; but  that  when  they  came  into  the 
bay  of  Biscay,  the  muster,  who  had  orders  to 
follow  Nowell's  directions,  gave  private  instruc- 
tions to  the  pilot  to  steer  to  Bi  I boa:  that  they 
arrived  there  on  the  145th  of  March,  O.  S.  and 
that  Halstead  went  on  shore,  and  lay  that 
night,  at  Mr.  Brown’s  an  Irish  merchant,  and 
the  next  day  went  forward  towards  Madrid, 
being  furnished  with  horses  by  the  said  Brown, 
on  which  journey  he  was  absent  about  a.  fort- 
night ; that  daring  his  absence,  a report  was 
current  all  over  the  town  of  Bilboa,  and  par- 
ticularly amoDg  the  convents,  that  the  said  ship 
was  come  to  fetch  over  the  late  tluke  of  Or- 
mond and  Thomas  Carter,  one  of  the  sailors 
of  the  said  ship,  who  was  employed  by  Hal- 
stead to  wait  on  him  as  a servant,  has  deposed 
upon  oath  : " That  three  days  after  the  said 
Nowell's  return,  the  deponent  heard  him  pro- 
pose to  the  abovenamed  captain  Arnold,  to 
carry  the  late  duke  of  Ormond  and  four  other 
passengers  to  England  ; which  the  said  captain 
Arnold  refusing  to  do,  the  said  Nowell  insisted, 
saying  the  ship  was  his  so  long  as  he  paid  the 
hire  of  her,  and  the  wages  and  victualling;  and 
they  had  high  words  upon  it.  Carter  farther 
deposed,  that  Halstead  received  a letter  di- 
rected to  colonel  Nowell  Butler,  which  was  the 
name  the  said  Nowell"  went  by,  when  he  was 
in  Spain.  That  when  the  ship  was  released, 
they  plied  off  and  on  about  four  hours  off  St. 
Aoilero,  expecting  somebody  to  come  off  in 
a boat,  but  nobody  coming  and  night  .drawing 
on,  they  made  the  best  of  their  way  to  Eng- 
land, and  arrived  in  the  Downs  the  beginning 
of  July  last.”  Allison,  who  came  over  to  Eng- 
land a passenger  in  the  said  ship,  has  deposed 
upon  oath,  “"that  he  left  Madrid  on  the  4th  of 
June,  N.  S.  and  that  some  time  before  he  came 
away,  the  late  duke  of  Ormond,  who  had  re- 
sided a considerable  time  at  Madrid,  had  sent 
away  his  horses  and  equipage  from  thence,  and 
put  his  servants  on  board  wages,  and  that  it 
was  reported  he  was  to  go  to  Ventosilla.  That 
he,  Allison,  upon  his  coming  to  Bilboa,  found 
the  ship  Phineas  bound  tor  England,  but  stop- 
ped ; that  he  agreed  to  take  his  passage  on 
board  her,  and  going  to  the  corregidor  of  Bil- 
boa for  a pass,  he  found  there  Mr.  Brown  a 
merchant,  and  one  who  went  by  the  name  of 
Nowell : that  Brown  asking  the  corregidor 
why  the  ship  was  stopped,  he  said,  it  was  not 
the  ship,  but  Nowell’s  person  that  was  detain- 
ed, by  orders  from  Madrid ; that  be,  Allison, 
heard  a report  at  Bilboa,  that  the  late  duke  of 
Ormond  was  on  the  coast  in  disguise,  and  that 
Nowell  had  been  at  Madrid,  and  come  back 
again  iu  fifteen  days  ; the  expedition  of  which 
journey,  and  the  ship's  coming  in  ballast,  had 
raised  a suspioianiiu  ;Btltea;iJtatiN*weli  oaasesi  > 
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over  to  the  late  duke  of  Ormond  on  account 
of  the  conspiracy.  The  sailors  observed,  that 
during  Nowell’s  stay  at  Bilboa,  brigadier 
Campbell  (a  person  concerned  in  the  .'veston 
rebellion)  was  frequently  on  board  with  him, 
but  did  not  Care  to  own  bis  name.”  The  same 
particulars  are  confirmed  by  letters  from  sir 
Aruhony  Wescomb,  who  was  sent  to  Spain  to 
gain  intelligence,  with  several  other  circum- 
stances relating  to  ships,  arms,  and  recruits, 
provided  for  the  Pretender's  service  in  Spain. 

During  these  transactions  Colonel  Stanhope, 
his  Majesty’s  ambassador  at  Madrid,  who  does 
not  appear  to  have  known  any  thing-  of  this 
ship’s  being  come  to  Bilboa,  having  received 
intelligence  from  other  hands,  that  the  duke  of 
Ormond  was  preparing  to  set  out  for  England 
with  some  Irish  officers,  in  order  to  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  rebels,  obtained  orders 
from  the  courtof  Madrid,  to  hinder  the  late 
duke  of  Ormond’s  embarkation ; as  will  ap- 
pear more  fully  in  the  remaining  part  of  this 

In  consequence  of  these  orders,  the  king  of 
Spain’s  officers  came  on  board  the  ship,  and 
laid  an  embargo  upon  her  for  about  a fortnight, 
till  Halstead  finding  himself  disappointed  of 
his  design,  agreed  that  part  of  a cargo  of  wool 
and  iron  should  be  put  on  board  the  said  ship 
by  Brown  and  Slinger,  and  then  returned  to 
England  with  one  Maxwell,  whom  the  sailors 
understood  to  be  a relation  of  the  late  lord 
Marr's,  and  two  other  passengers,  and  arrived 
in  the  river  about  the  7th  or  8th  of  July. 

About  the  beginning  of  May  a letter  was 
intercepted  here,  coming  from  Spain,  directed 
to  Monsieur  Dumville  Procureur,  and  inclosed 
under  cover  to  one  Wilmore  at  Mr.  Stokoe’s, 
bookseller  nearCharing-cross;  who  is  meant  by 
the  name  of  Dumville,  the  committee  have  not 
been  able  to  discover. 

In  ibis  letter,  was  inclosed  the  copy  of  a 
letter  which  the  committee  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve was  from  the  late  duke  of  Ormond,  to 
some  person  abroad,  the  initial  letter  of  whose 
name  is  discovered  by  the  decipherers  to  be  L. 

The  letter  to  Dumville,  as  well  as  the  copy 
of  the  late  duke  of  Ormond’s  letter,  was  writ 
partly  in  cypher  ; and  among  the  words  out 
of  cypher  several  fictitious  names  were  made 
use  of,  which  the  Committee  observe  is  the 
case  also  in  several  others  of  the  intercepted 
letters  referred  to  them. 

It  was  reasonable  to  expect,  that  in  manag- 
ing correspondences  of  so  hazardous  a nature, 
ail  sort  of  art  and  industry  should  be  used, 
and  all  the  lielp  of  cyphers  and  jargon  called 
in,  to  disguise  the  real  designs,  and  to  conceal 
the  true  names  of’ the  persons  concerned,  in 
order  to  their  avoiding  the  dangerof  legal  con- 
viction : But  your  committee  likewise  observe, 
that  several  of  these  disguises  are  so  gross 
and  obvious,  that  they  only  serve  to  betray 
themselves;  others  of  them  are  explained  by 
the  skill  of  different  decypherers,  agreeing  in 
the  9ame  explication,  which  explication  is 
, again, con^med  J'jy-  /08toti(H5taDtfsiri  to  those 
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persons  at  the  time  of  the  decyphering.  Others 
are  explained  by  cyphers  and  lists  of  fictitious 
names,  seized  on  the  conspirulors  themselves, 
as  well  os  by  comparing  the  several  pnrts  of 
their  correspondence  together;  and  others  again 
by  direct  informations  upon  oath.  And,  as 
the  degrees  of  evidence,  in  a search  of  this  na- 
ture, must  be  various,  the  Committee  have 
taken  all  the  care  they  can,  to  distinguish  what 
appears  to  them  fully  proved,  from  what  is  sup- 
ported by  strong  and  probable  conjectures  only. 

In  this  letter  to  Dumville,  dated  the  27th  of 
April  1722,  N.  S.  mention  is  made  of  its  being 
publicly  known  in  Spain,  by  letters  from  Bil- 
bcia,  and  other  parts,  “ that  a ship  came  to 
Btiboa,  with  an  express  to  Ormond,  m order  to 
bring  Ormond  to  England  ; that  the  said  ex- 
press went  to  the  place  where  Ormond  was  ; 
that  this  had  m xle  so  much  noise,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  send  to  England  with  all  possible 
dispatch:  that  a ship's  coming  with  ballast 
only  gave  occasion  to  those  reports ; and  that 
in  order  to  stifle  them  it  was  necessary  to  put  in 
the  ship  goods  for  England : that  this  would  be 
a considerable  expence  to  Tom,  who  hopes 
that  friends  will  consider  it,  and  send  him  if 
possible  a greater  supply  than  the  5,000/.  that 
he  wrote  for  in  Ins  of  the  6th  and  20th  of 
April;  that  the  hills  must  be  sent  directly  to 
B — , and  may  be  bought  at  the  Exchange  of 
London." 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  by  B is 
meant  Brown  the  Irish  merchant  at  Bilboa, 
because  the  cargo  was  put  on  board  by  the  said 
Brown  and  Siinger;  and  it  appears  by  subse- 
quent letters  that  this  Brown  had  12,000  arms 
in  his  custody,  for  the  service  of  the  Inte  duke 
of  Ormond.'  It  is  also  proved  by  the  sailors, 
that  Halstead  was  frequently  in  company  with 
this  Brown,  and  his  nephews,  and  lay  some- 
times ai  his  house. 

Who  is  meant  by  Tom  in  the  said  letter,  the 
riotnmittf  e will- not  take  upon  them  to  deter- 
mine, hut  they  believe  it  will  appear  probable 
to  the  House,  from  the  connection  and  other 
circumstances,  that  it  must  mean  the  lute  duke 
of  Ormond. 

The  person  that  writes  this  letter  to  Dum- 
ville, adds,  “ That  since  Mrs.  Clmumnnt  cannot 
meet  Ormond  at  any  place  on  the  road,  it  is 
ah.-olutely  necessary  that  Ormond  should  have 
as  good  a preparation  of  arms  as  can  be  bad 
there ; and  in  order  to  make  it,  he  will  want 
more  mouey  from  friends.” 

The  same  person  says,  That  he  had  that  day 

n ceiveil  a letter,  importing,  “ That  M- 

could  get  more  arms  if  he  had  more  money.” 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  tlmt  by  M 

is  meant  Morgan,  who  is  mentioned  in  several 
letters  from,  Spain  as  intendant  of  the  Pre- 
tender's ships  at  Cadiz,  and  active  in  procuring 
officers  and  arms;  which  letters  are  confirmed 
by  the  seizure  of  the  ship  Revolution  at  Genoa, 
of  which  it  anpenrs  by  captain  Scot’s  letter 
from  Genoa,  that  Morgan  had  she  chief  core, 
gping  by  the  name  of  Walton;  which  is  again 


i The  person  tlmt  writes  to  Dumville,  fnrther 
* adds,  “ That  Ormond  hopes  Onslow  and  Haw- 
ley will  send  a part  of  the  money  they  have 
raised  directly  to  Ormond ; for  Ormond,  upon 

the  hopes  of  it,  has  sent  credit  to  M ; he 

desires  Dumville  to  miud  this,  and  not  to  lose 
a moment.'' 

Who  are  meant  by  Onslow  and  Hawley,  the 
Committee  cannot  determine;  but  they  are 
inclined  to  believe,  that  they  are  the  same  per- 
sons, who  in  another  letter,  inclosed  to  Wil- 
more  snon  after,  and  writ  in  the  same  cypher, 
are  found  by  the  decyphercrs  to  have  the  ini- 
tial letters  of  their  names,  G , and  N ; 

in  which  conjecture  they  are  the  more  con- 
firmed, by  a cypher  seized  on  John  Flunket, 
in  which  the  real  names  beginning  with  G.  nre 
constantly  designed  by  fictitious  ones  begin- 
ning with  H.  the  letter  immediately  following 
in  the  alphabet,  and  the  real  names  uf  the  let- 
ter N.  by  others  beginning  with  O. 

In  the  letter  to  Dumville,  abovementioned, 
was  enclosed  the  copy  of  a letter  from  the  late 
dnke  of  Ormond  to  L.  which  was  sent  to  Dum- 
ville as  being  in  part  an  answer  to  one  received 
from  him ; who  is  meant  by  L.  the  Com- 
mittee cannot  determine. 

In  this  letter,  the  late  duke  of  Ormond  men- 
tions his  having  received  an  account  from 

D (general  Dillon  probably)  that  he  had 

procured  10  thousand  arms,  nnd  advises  the 

joining  stocks  with  D , since  they  cannot 

have  too  many  arms;  and  says,  he  can  only 

depend  on  two  thousand  arms  from  M 

(Morgan  probably)  but  that  he  could  have  had 
more  arms,  if  he  had  had  more  money. 

The  Committee  observe,  that  this  account  of 

tc-n  thousand  arms  procured  by  D , and  of 

two  thousand  by  M , agrees  exactly  with 

an  account  sent  soon  after  from  Mr.  Stanhope 
at  Madrid,  and  confirmed  by  sir  Anthony 
Wescnmb,  that  twelve  thousand  arms  were 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  Brown  at  Bilboa,  for  the 
Pretender’s  service,  and  that  Morgan  was  or- 
dered to  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  in  order  to  trans- 
port the  5aid  arms  to  England. 

The  Committee  tnke  notice  likewise,  that 
the  very  same  number  of  arms  is  mentioned  in 
a letter,  writ,  as  they  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve, by  George  Kelly  to  general  Dillon’s  se- 
cretary, nnd  the  arms  are  there  spoken  of,  os 
provided  by  Mansfield’s  rtlations,  winch  name 
George  Kelly  explaiued  to  Neyuoe,  to  mean 
the  lateduke  of  Ormond. 

The  circumstance  of  Kelly's  mentioning  these 
arms  to  Dillon's  secretary,  makes  it  probable 
that  by  D.  in  Ormond’s  letter  is  meant  the  said 
Dillon,  who,  as  your  Committee  ore  informed, 
is  an  Irish  Roman  Catholic,  and  quitted  Ire- 
land on  the  capitulation  of  Limerick,  and  is  at 
present  a lieutenant  general  in  the  French  ser- 
vice, and  has  the  command  of  one  of  the  Irish 
regiments  in  France ; and  he  appears  to  your 
Committee,  from  several  parts  of  the  inter- 
cepted correspondence,  to  have  the  chief  ma- 
nagement of  the  Pretender's  n Hiiirs,  and  to  ha 
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Ormond  in  his  letter  to  L — , , afterwards 

says,  “ That  since  the  parliament  is  dead  and 
gone,  he  thinks  it  will  he  a good  time  to  make 
an  effort,  when  the  elector  is  gone  to  Hanover; 

and  adds,  I hope  von  have  agreed  with  D 

the  time  of  going  for  England,  and  when  that 

is  fixed  between  Mrs.  Chaumont  and  D — , 

yon  will  let  Ormond  know  the  place  of  lauding 
in  England.  I desire  an  express  may  be  sent 
to  ine,  with  particular  accounts  of  what  is 
agreed  en."  This,  the  Committee  take  notice, 
agrees  with  Mr.  Stanhope’s  intelligence,  that 
Ormond  was  going  for  England,  and  likewise 
with  intelligence,  sent  from  Rome,  that  the 
Pretender  was  to  embark,  as  soon  as  two  of- 
ficers, relations  of  the  late  duke  of  Ormond, 
should  arrive  at  I’orto  Longoae;  which  cir- 
cumstance makes  it  not  improbable,  that  by 
Mrs.  Chaumont  may  be  meant  the  Pretender. 

In  the  same  letter  to  L , Ormond  says, 

“ I have  ordered  H ’s  ship,  that  I depend- 

ed on,  to  return  to  England ; it  was  not  proper 
to  make  use  of  it,  for  reasons  not  necessary  to 
trouble  you  with:  there  was  no  message  sent 
by  him,  because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  time 
of  his  getting  to  England.” 

This  passage,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion,  | 
evidently  relates  to  Halstead’s  ship.  Upon  , 
mentioning  his  sending  hack  this  ship,  he  im-  ' 

mediately  adds,  “ I have  ordered  M 's  shin 

to  come  to  A which  agrees  exactly  with  ' 

Mr.  Stanhope's  account,  that  Morgan’s  ships 
were  ordered  to  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  to  transport 
to  England  the  arms  abovementioned,  together 
with  Ormond  and  what  officers  could  be  got; 
and  it  appears  by  subsequent  letters  from  sir 
Anthony  VVescomb  at  Bilboa,  that  the  said  , 
ships,  under  ihe  command  of  Morgan,  did  put 
in  at  Sninto  Andero,  which  the  Committee  un- 
derstand to  be  the  place  meant  by  A , to 

which  Ormond  says  he  had  ordered  M 's 

ship  to  come.  The  said  ship’s  having  pat  in  at 
Andero,  and  staid  there  fifteen  days,  is  again 
confirmed  by  a letter  from  Genoa,  writ  by  ! 
captain  Gardiner,  who  commanded  the  ship 
Revolution  lately  taken. 

Soon  after  this  letter  to  Dumville,  another 
was  intercepted  here  coming  from  Spain,  di- 
rected ‘ A Monsieur  Dndsworth/not  signed,en- 
closed  under  cover  to  Wilmore  ‘ ns  the  former’ 
and  writ  in  the  same  cypher;  the  most  mate- 
rial paragraph  of  which  is  thus  explained  by 
the  decypherers. 

“ I must  again  entreat  yon  to  use  your  ut- 
most endeavours  to  get  i he  5,000/.  from  friends 

returned  to  O directly ; the  hopes  given 

by  G to  expect  a great  sum,  and  byN , 

that  he  had  raised  20,000/.,  induced  O to 

supply  M— — , and  to  make  other  necessary 
provisions.  If  that  money  be  not  returned,  it 
will  fall  heavy  upon  O — - — , and  he  will  he 
disabled  from  answering  the  expectation  of 
friends,  therefore  ought  to  be  your  first  and 
greatest  concern.  All  other  actions  nre  trifles 
in  comparison  of  it ; for  the  hopes  of  success 

depend  principally  on  O . I mentioned 

this  in  forintn^Bmrsj^dffiCTds  am  .dewed; i 
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to  return  more  than  5,000/.  if  possible.  If 
they  do,  more  arms,  ammunition  and  officers 
can  be  had  here,  aud  the  end  of  raising  money 
by  friends,  is,  to  procure  arms,  ammunition, 
and  officers.” 

To  whom  these  letters  were  writ  does  not  ap- 
pear, hut  the  committee  ubserve  that  they  are 
writ  in  the  same  cypher  with  three  letters, 
which  they  have  grounds  to  believe  were  from 
the  bishop  of  Rochester ; they  observe  likewise 
that  the  same  cypher  is  sometimes  made  use  of 
by  George  Kelly. 

Mr.  Stokoe  the  hookselier,  being  examined 
about  Wilmore,  under  whose  cover  these  let- 
ters  to  Dumville  and  Dodsworth  came  enclosed, 
could  give  no  other  account  of  him,  hut  that  he 
was  one  who  once  writ  a letter  in  his  shop,  and 
desired  him  by  a letter,  dated  Epsom  the  first 
of  March,  1722,  to  take  in  such  French  letters 
as  should  come  directed  to  him,  and  by  another 
letter,  dated  Harwich,  the  14tli  of  May,  de- 
sired him  to  take  in  no  more  ; that  lie,  Stokoe, 
did  receive  two  letters  from  abroad  so  directed, 
which  were  fetched  away  and  paid  for  by  per- 
sons to  him  unknown. 

That  the  late  duke  of  Ormond  was  expected 
to  head  an  insurrection  in  England,  is  farther 
confirmed  by  the  following  particulars. 

Neynoe,  upon  his  examination  before  a com- 
mittee of  lords  of  the  council,  declared,  “ That 
the  first  design  in  the  spring,  was  to  have  been 
executed  in  London  by  seizing  the  Tower,  and 
that  the  late  duke  of  Ormond  was  then  to  have 
landed  in  the  river ; but  upon  discovery  of  the 
ti lot,  and  the  king’s  not  going  beyond  sea,  it 
was  put  off  for  some  time  ; that  the  bishop  of 
Rochester,  lord  Orrery,  lord  North,  and  sir 
Harry  Goring,  were  the  principal  leaders  and 
directors  of  the  whole  design  ; and  that  Watson 
(whom  he  took  to  be  the  late  earl  Marishal) 
had  told  him,  lord  North  and  Grey  was  tliought 
of  for  the  command.” 

On  the  29th  of  April,  O.  S.  intelligence  came 
from  France,  “ That  the  week  before  the  late 
duke  of  Ormond  had  made  application  to  the 
Regent  by  a person  of  great  distinction,  for 
leave  to  pass  through  France,  under  a pretence 
of  going  into  Italy;  but  that  i lie.  Regent  had 
absolutely  refused  him,  and  at  the  tame  time 
had  dispatched  the  necessary  orders  to  the 
frontiers  of  Spain,  to  binder  him  from  passing 
either  openly  or  in  disguise.” 

On  the  second  of  May , O.  S.  sir  Luke  Scbaub 
, sent  advice,  “ That  one  Lesley  had  been  look- 
ingout  for  lodgings  at  Paris  for  the  late  duke 
of  Ormond ; and  on  the  9th,  that  alderman 
Barber  carried  with  him  bills  of  exchange  for 
fifty  (housand  pound  sterling  for  the  Pretender; 
and  that  the  snine  sum  was  sent  to  Ormond  by 
another  hand,  to  enable  him  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary preparations  in  Spain  and  Italy.”  The 
committee  observe,  that  this  agrees,  as  to  the 
division  of  the  money,  with  a passage  in  anothcr 
letter  from  Dillon's  secretary  to  George  Kelly, 
dated  the  2d  of  May  (N.  S.)  which  will  be  far- 
ther explained  in  its  proper  place, 
y of  ;M*y.%'S*ifiithLitks  Scbaub 
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sent  advice,  " That  the  lute  duke  of  Ormond  tneu  among  them,  and  that  lord  Strafford  and 
waa  to  set  out  for  Madrid,  about  the  SOch  of  lord  Kinoule,  knew  the  tiling.  That  the  I 
thnt  month  with  his  family,  without  its  being  managers  of  this  affair  in  Spain,  were  the  late 
known  whither  he  was  going;  that  it  was  duke  of  Ormond  and  the  late  earl  Mnrishnl 
believed  he  would  give  out  that  he  was  going  and  those  in  France,  the  late  lord  Marr  and 
to  settle  at  a certain  distance  from  Madrid,  lieutenant  general  Dillon.  That  the  court  of 
from  whence  he  might  steal  away  afterwards  Spain  was  in  their  interest,  but  as  to  the  Regent 
unobserved."  and  cardinal  Du  Bois,  they  could  not  tell  what 

On  the  28th  of  May,  O.  S.  Mr.  Slaiihnpe  to  make  of  them:  that  tins  design  was  to  have 
writes  word  from  Madrid,  “That  having  hud  been  c seal  led  some  time  ago,  but  was  then  disap. 
intelligence  to  be  relied  on,  thnt  the  late  duke  of  pointed  by  the  Regent;  that  the  lute  duke  of 
Ormond  intended  speedily  to  puss  into  Eng-  Ormond  mid  the  late  earl  Manilla!  were  to  have 
land,  with  a great  number  of  Irish  officers  at  coma  with  the  troops  before  mentioned  from  ' 
that  time  ill  the  service  of  his  catholic  majesty,  Spain  ; and  the  Pretender  about  the  same  time  j 
in  order  to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  rebels  was  to  have  left  Rome  privately,  and  to  have  1 
there,  and  for  that  purpose  was  to  sec  out  lain  concealed  somewhere  near,  from  whence 
from  Madrid  the  next  day,  under  pretence  of  he  would  have  coine  over  when  there  had  been 
goiug  for  the  rest  of  the  summer  to  Vcnlosilln,  a fair  prospect  of  success.  That  ns  to  nny  op- 
a house  of  the  duke  of  Medina  Ccli,  hall  way  position  they  could  expect,  we  hud  but  four- 
between  Madrid  and  Bilboa,  but  in  reality  to  teen  thousand  men  in  all,  of  which  three  thou- 
be  thereby  readier  to  pass  to  thnt  port,  and  sand  were  necessary  to  guard  London,  three 
with  less  suspicion  to  embark  from  thence  for  thousand  more  for  Scotland,  and  two  thousand  j 
England,  whenever  matters  should  bo  ripe  for  for  the  garrisons,  so  that  the  remainder  would 
his  so  doing  ; he  made  application  to  his  catho-  never  dare  to  attack  those  who  came  from 
lie  majesty  by  the  murquis  de  Grimaldo,  for  Spain : and  in  die  confusion,  their  (meaning 
orders  to  be  sent  to  nil  the  ports  of  Spain,  to  the  Pretender's)  friends  would  have  been  able 
prevent  the  said  late  duke’s  embarking  wiib  die  to  have  got  together,  and  made  a head.  That  ; 
officers  above-mentioned,  and  received  n letter  in  the  conduct  of  diis  affair  there  passed  little 
from  the  marquis  de  Grimaldo  (a  copy  of  in  writing,  and  only  the  four  lords  before  men- 
which  is  annexed  to  this  report)  acquainting  tioned,  viz.  the  bishop  of  Rochester  and  lord  j 
him,  that  die  king  of  Spain  had  directed  such  North  and  Grey  principally,  and  lord  Strafford 
orders  to  be  issued,  and  was  ready  on  all  oc-  and  lord  Kinoule,  were  concerned  in  the  run-  i 
casions,  more  particularly  on  this,  which  re-  nagement  of  it  here  : that  the  business  was  to 
garded  the  quiet  and  tranquillity  of  his  Britan-  have  been  done  before  die  Dutch  troops  coaid  ‘ 
nic  majesty’s  kingdoms,  to  contribute  all  in  come  to  our  assistance.” 
bis  power  towards  tys  Majesty’s  satisfaction.”  The  Committee  have  laid  these  several  par- 
Andrew  Pander,  formerly  captain  lieutenant  liculars  together,  though  of  different  dates,  ' 
of  lord  Ctibham's  dragoons,  Jias  deposed  upon  that  the  House  may  see  at  one  view,1  the  rca- 
oadi,  “ That  being  grown  intimately  acquainted  son  there  is  to  believe,  that  the  late  duke  of 
with  Skeene,  (now  m custody)  a person  related  Ormond  was  to  have  landed  in  England  with 
to  Marr,  and  engaged  in  die  rebellions  of  Pres-  officers  and  arms,  about  the  time  that  it  was 
ton  and  Glenshield,  Skeene  began  to  acquaint  generally  supposed  his  Majesty  intended  to  go 
him,  about  June  last,  that  there  was  a design  to  Hanover.  The  reason  of  Ormond's  not 
carrying  on  in  England,  for  placing  the  Pre-  coming,  is  sufficiently  explained  by  the  orders 
tender  on  the  throne,  at  which  be,  at  different  issued  at  Madrid  and  in  France,  by  the  King's  3 
times,  told  him  the  following  particulars : dint  not  going  abroad,  and  by  the  discoveries  and 
six  oreight  battalions  of  Irish  foot  double  officer-  disposition  of  die  forces  made  in  England.  . 
ed,  were  to  have  come  over  from  Spain,  which  And  notice  is  taken,  in  letters  to  one  of  his 
were  quartered  upon  the  const  of  Galicia  for  that  Majesty's  secretaries  of  state  from  Rome,thata 
purpose ; that  the  nine  Spanish  men  of  war  person  of  great  deduction  at  that  place,  had 
which  have  joined  the  Dutch,  and  four  more  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  diat  the  grand  pro- 
to have  been  fitted  out  at  Barcelona,  and  three  ject  formed  in  the  conclave  for  placing  the 
at  Alicant,  (as  he  best  remembered)  being  in  Pretender  on  the  throne  of  Britain,  was  going 
all  sixteen  Spanish  men  of  war,  were  to  have  to  he  put  in  execution ; but  that  the  same  per- 
been  employed  in  this  service.  That  these  son  afterwards  assigned  four  reasons  for  its 
troops  were  to  have  landed  either  in  Cornwall,  having  miscarried,  which  were,  the  want  of- 
or  near  Bristol ; that  there  were  forty  thousand  money,  the  suspected  faith  of  the  Regent,  the 
stand  of  arms  in  Great  Britain,  part  m Scodimd,  want  of  skill  in  those  who  were  to  conduct  it, 
other  part  in  London,  other  part  in  Bristol,  and  and  the  pusillanimity  of  the  Pretender ; who, 
other  part  in  Cornwall.  Thnt  there  were  seven  to  avoid  hazarding  his  own  person,  proposed 
or  eight  hundred  men  with  officers  among  them  to  send  bis  child  : which  last  particular  is  again 
in  London,  subsisted,  and  in  readiness  for  such  mentioned  in  another  letter  from  Rome, 
an  occasion.  That  n sum  of  two  hundred  thou-  The  Committee  now  return  to  shew  what 
sand  pounds  bad  been  raised  by  contribution  oilier  evidences  they  have  before  them,  of  a 
for  carrying  on  this  design,  and  put  into  the  design  laid  for  beginning  an  insurrection  in 
management  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  who,  London,  nt  the  time  when  it  was  supposed  the 
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About  the  latter  end  of  April,  his  Majesty 
received  intelligence  from  abroad,  upon  which 
he  can  intirely  depend,  “ That  a design  was 
laid  for  bringing  in  the  Pretender,  which  was 
thought  to  be  so  well  concerted,  and  conducted 
by  persons  of  such  experience,  that  if  the  secret 
was  but  kept,  as  was  proposed,  the  success  was 
looked  upon  as  infallible,  and  that  it  was  to 
be  put  in  execution  about  the  end  of  April, 
or  beginning  of  May.”  The  original  letter 
containing  this  intelligence  has  been  commu- 
nicated to  your  Committee,  alid  an  extract  of 
it  is  annexed  to  this  report. 

On  the  29th  of  April  the  same  intelligence 
was  repeated,  with  these  farther  particulars, 

“ That  the  conspirators  did  no  longer  think  it 
necessary  to  insist  on  foreign  assistance,  flat- 
tering themselves  that  great  part  of  the  king's 
own  forces  would  declare  in  their  favour.  That 
they  now  contented  themselves  with  desiring 
the  Regent  should  observe  a neutrality  between 
his  Majesty  and  the  Pretender ; and  that  lord 
Lansdowne  was  to  present,  or  cause  to  be  pre- 
sented, a memorial  to  the  Regent  to  this  effect, 
that  day  or  the  next.  That  the  design  was 
probably  to  be  executed  in  London ; that  the 
beginning  of  May  was  tbe  time  fixed  on  ; and 
that  tbe  Pretender  was  speedily  to  set  out  for 
England.” 

Your  Committee  do  not  find  that  the  above- 
mentioned  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Re- 
gent ; but  in  letters  from  Plunket  to  Dillon 
they  find  the  same  repeated  in  these  words ; 

“ If  the  Regent  stands  neuter,  we  will  soon 
■ bring  the  Law  Suit  to  bear;”  which  Layer  ex- 
plained to  be  the  Pretender's  cause. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  O.  S.  Mr.  Davenant, 
his  Majesty's  minister  in  Italy,  sent  an  express 
from  Rome,  with  advice,  “ That  the  Pre- 
tender's adherents  were  making  preparations  in 
Cadiz,  and  other  ports  of  Spain,  for  on  attempt 
on  Eugland ; that  the  Pretender  was  speedily 
to  embark  at  Portolongono,  and  was  retired 
from  Rome  for  that  purpose  and  it  appears, 
that  the  same  advice  was  soon  after  confirmed 
to  his  Majesty,  by  a foreign  minister  residing 
in  England,  who  received  the  intelligence  from 
a person  of  great  distinction  abroad,  and  com- 
municated it  to  his  Majesty. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  Mr.  Craufurd,  his  Ma- 
jesty's resident  at  Paris,  writes  word,  “ That 
the  Jacobites  in  France,  expected  soon  an  in- 
surrection in  England,  which  was  to  be  begun 
by  the  heads  of  their  party  here,  soon  after  his 
Majesty’s  setting  out  fur  Hanover,  and  was  to 
be  supported  by  Irish  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
lay  ready  at  Cadiz,  besides  such  as  should  be 
able  to  pass  over  into  England  from  France  , 
by  stealth;"  and  in  his  letter  of  the  26th  of  I 
May,  O.  S.  he  adds,  “ That  the  grounds  of 
this  expectation  were,  assurances  given  from 
Englatid,  that  the  conspirators  would  immedi- 
ately make  themselves  masters  of  tbe  Tower 
and  city  of  London." 

This  intelligence  agrees  with  a paper  deli- 
vered to  the  secretaries  of  state  in  July  Inst, 
by  one  of  thiFrlwralsi  of. ship jJUjsjesty’*'  ciMmcsiy 


who,  as  they  have  certified,  assured  them,  that 
a person,  whom  he  had  good  reason  to  believe 
to  be  deeply  concerned  in  the  conspiracy,  came 
to  bim  in  the  month  of  July  and  brought  him  a 
paper,  which  he  affirmed  he  had  copied  by 
stealth  out  of  the  scrutoire  of  a noble  lord, 
whom  he  refused  to  nume,  and  that  the  said 
person  writ  out  a fair  copy  of  the  paper  in  his 
presence,  which  contains  minutes  of  resolutions 
taken  at  a eonsultation,  and  is  in  the  following 

“ R.  That  the  arms  he  dug  up  immediately 
and  dispersed  in  small  parcels.  Begin  in  South- 
wark, Whitechapel,  Wapping,  Holbom  and 
Smitbfield.  March  into  city.  Possess  the 
gates.  Against  the  horse,  barricades  in  tbe 
narrow  streets,  especially  at  both  ends  of 
Fleet-bridge,  Shoe-lane,  Fetter-lane  and  Chan- 
cery-lane. Possess  St.  Clement’s  church-yard 
by  a purty  from  Iiolborii.  A strong  barricade 
in  the  narrow  pnrt  of  thnt  street.  Line  the 
two  first  stories.  Bricks,  stones,  &c.  may  be 
useful  in  the  upper  rooms,  and  may  be  thrown 
by  women  and  others  unlit  to  bear  arms. 
Lighters,  with  ammunition  under  coals,  lie  at 
Blackfriar8  and  Milford-lane.  No  dependence 
or  assistance  from  Westminster  and  those 
parts,  except  some  few  by  water,  the  commu- 
nication being  cut  off.  Message  to  the  lord 
mayor  by  three  lords.  Proclamation  made  t» 
oblige  ail  who  shall  not  come  in,  to  bring  in 
their  musquets  and  militia  arms.  Declaration 
ready  printed,  to  be  dispersed  among  the  peo- 
ple. Twenty-three  officers  of  the  guards  to  be 
depended  on : a great  many  others  well  af-, 
fected,  especially  the  common  centinels.  Day 
resolved  on,  April  the  30th.  R.  That  forty  de- 
termined persons  be  immediately  pitched  upon, 
armed  with  swords  and  pistols,  to  execute  all 
orders,  and  that  for  the  subsistence  of  the  said 

a gentlemen,  money  lie  advanced  out  of  the 
, at  the  rBte  of  seven  shillings  per  diem  for 
man  and  horse.  Commander  in  chief,  IordN. 
Time,  seven  in  the  morning." 

“ Dis.  C.  W.  M.” 

The  Committee  make  no  doubt  but  the 
House  will  readily  observe,  that  this  scheme 
drawn  up  in  April,  and  delivered  as  aforesaid 
to  one  of  the  lords  of  the  council,  in  July  Inst, 
lias  a near  affinity  with  that  of  Layer,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  the  ground-work  of  it,  though 
| Layer  denies  his  having  ever  seen  any  such 
paper  of  resolutions,  or  having  received  any  in- 
structions relating  to  his  scheme,  except  from 
Wilson  a surgeon,  Murpliey  a physician,  and 
White  a serjeant. 

The  Committee  likewise  observe  from  this 
and  Layer’s  scheme,  as  well  as  from  a letter  of 
Sample’s  (of  which  notice  will  be  taken  in  its 
place)  that  the  involving  the  city  of  London  in 
blood  and  confusion,  appears  to  have  been 
universally  understood  and  agreed  on  among 
all  the  conspirators,  as  the  lint  step  to  be 
taken,  and  tbe  foundation  of  their  future  hopes. 

By  auothcr  paper  delivered  in  July  last  by 
the  same  person,  it  appears,  that  when  tbe 
rsiFeka  WtvS'BWQdktia'LyikidKl'theiMnwere  to  be 
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insurrections  in  several  counties  of  England; 
and  Unit  the  numbers  of  gentlemen  und  private 
■uen,  to  be  dopeuded  on  both  in  London  and 
tbe  country  were  computed  and  set  down  ; 
and  the  Committee  observe,  tlmt  the  extending 
the  insurrection  to  the  country,  after  Loudon 
was  seized,  makes  likewise  a part  of  Layer's 
scheme,  and  Sample's,  letter. 

The  Committee  farther  take  notice  that  in 
these  schemes  us  well  as  in  Pander’s  deposi- 
tion, mention  is  made  of  great  quantities  of 
arms  concealed  for  the  use  of  the  conspirators, 
and  Layer  having  confessed  at  his  examination 
before  the  lords  that  he  supposed  there  were 
arms  provided,  and  that  Green  the  gunsmith 
being  m company  with  lord  North,  had  men- 
tioned 5,000  arms,  aud  7,000  arms,  and  in- 
sisted, in  contradiction  to  lord  North,  who  bid 
him  bold  his  tongue,  that  there  were  5,000 
urms  reudy  in  the  city,  tbe  Committee  examined 
bim  particularly  on'tliis  head,  but  could  draw 
nothiug  more  from  him,  than  tlmt  Green  had 
told  captain  Bonyn  at  lord  North’s  that  he 
could  help  him  to  5 or  7,000  arms  at  an  hour’s 
warning.  And  though  your  Committee  is  fully 
satisfied  that  no  care  has  been  wanting  else- 
where to  discover  these  arms,  and  to  defeat  the 
conspiracy  in  so  essential  n circumstance,  yet 
they  cannot  but  think  it  a melancholy  consi- 
deration, that,  through  the  determined  obsti- 
nacy of  the  conspirators,  these  endeavours  have 
hitherto  proved  unsuccessful. 

The  Committee  observe  farther  that  in  the 
paper  of  resolutions,  mention  is  made  of  a fund 
of  money  provided,  and  of  a great  number  of 
determined  persons  subsisted  in  London,  forthc 
purposes  of  the  conspiracy,  for  the  execution  of 
which  a day  was  likewise  fixed  on  and  ap- 
pointed, and  the  commander  in  chief  known. 
All  which  several  particulars  correspond  exact- 
ly with  die  intelligence  received  at  the  same 
time  from  abroad,  with  Pander's  deposition,  1 
with  what  Layer  owned  lord  Orrery  had  told 
him,  that  he  believed  lord  North  and  Grey  had 
a commission  fur  commanding  in  chief,  and  ; 
with  what  Neynoe  was  told  by  Watson,  that 
lord  North  and  Grey  was  thought  of  for  the 
command,  as  likewise  with  what  was  told  Mat- 
thew Plunket  by  Layer  and  John  Plunket,  that 
lord  North  and  Grey  aud  others  were  ready  to 
head  an  insurrection. 

Your  Committee  having  thus  laid  before  you 
the  general  evidence,  which  convinces  them 
that  a design  wa9  formed  by  persons  of  distinc- 
tion, to  iuvude  these  kingdoms  with  a foreign 
force;  that  being  disappointed  in  this  expecta- 
tion, they  still  persisted  to  make  an  attempt, 
with  suen  officers  and  soldiers  as  could  be  pro- 
cured privately  from  abroad;  that  the  lute 
duke  of  Ormond  was  to  have  landed  for  this 
purpose,  and  to  have  been  followed  by  the 
Pretender;  that  arms  and  money  were  pro- 
vided, and  men  subsisted  for  this  service;  that 
the  insurrection  was  to  have  been  begun  in 
London,  and  theuce  to  have  been  extended 
over  tbe  whole  kingdom;  They  will  now 
proceed  nrJBftcei  -p<«ti«']lv4y  i-to, -explain  intbu ; 


several  parts,  which  the  leaders  and  inferior; 
agents  nppear  to  have  taken  in  conducting- this; 
design,  as  far  as  the  same  enn  be  collected- 
from  the  intercepted  correspondence  and  other- 
papers  referred  to  them,  and  from  the  examina- 
tions of  - the  persons  concerned,  by  which  it  j 
will  farther  appear  to  the  House,  that  the  de- 
sign was  constantly  prosecuted  in  all  parts,1 
without  any  other  relaxation  or  intermission,- 
than  what  the  necessity  of  their  affuirs,  and  the- 
discoveries  made,  obliged  them  to.  in  order  to ! 
lay  their  measures  deeper,  and  to  make  the  suc- 
cess of  them  more  certain ; and  tlmt  the  en-: 
lerprize,  which  was  first  calculated  for  the, 
spring,  was  to  have  been  afterwards  put  in  exe-  j 
cution  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  ciunp,  with  J 
the  help  of  officers  and  soldiers  from  abroad,  if! 
they  could  be  obtained  ; if  not,  on  the  strength 1 
of  such  as  they  hoped  to  he  able  to  corrupt  and 
seduce  among  his  Majesty’s  own  forces. 

The  leaders,  in  order  (as  it  is  natural  to  be-J 
lieve)  to  save  themselves  from  the  danger  of( 
legal  conviction,  chose  to  manage  their  corre-i 
spondences  by  the  intervention  of  persons  of  a i 
meaner  rank  and  figure,  and  of  desperate  for- 
tunes, who,  they  hoped,  might  escape  the  ob- 
servation of  the  government,  being  no  other- 1 
wise  considerable,  than  as  the  trust  reposed  ini 
them  made  them  so. 

The  Committee  think  proper  to  take  notice,  ! 
that  of  these  inferior  agents,  Layer  Appears  to 
have  been  principally  intrusted  by  lord  North  ; 
and  Grey  and  lord  Orrery,  and  that  Plunket, - 
who  travelled  with  Layer  to  Rome,  and  whose 
treasonable  practices  and  correspondences  are 
closely  connected  with  those  of  Layer,  writes 
of  himself  as  transuding  part  of  his  treasons 
with  lord  Orrery’s  clerk,  and  sends  frequent  ac- ; 
counts  to  the  Pretender's  agents  abroad,  of 
matters  relating  to  the  said  lord. 

George  Kelly,  a nonjuring  clergyman,  at  I 
present,  (though  in  the  late  queen’s  time,  the 
Committee  is  informed,  he  took  the  oaths  to. 
the  government,  and  likewise  the  abjuration).- 
appears  to  have  been  the  person  principally  in-1 
trusted  by  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  and  to ; 
have  been  employed  in  writing  for  him,  and. 
conveyiiig  letters  to  him,  until  the  time  that  he, 
Kelly, was  first  taken  into  custody;  after  which 
it  appears  to  the  Committee,  that  Thomas; 
Curte,  another  nonjuring  clergyman,  .was  en-! 
trusted  and  employed  by  the  bishop  in  the] 
same  manner;  and  the  Committee  observe, j 
that  George  Kelly’s  correspondence  has  a: 
close  connection  with  thut  of  Dennis  Kelly, 
and  likewise  that  he  appears  to  have  been  j 
privy  to  Plunket's  and  Neynoe's  transactions.  , 

The  person  employed  by  the  duke  of  Nor-j 
folk,  in  convc-yiug  letters  between  him  and 
George  Jcruegan,  an  agent  of  the  Pretender's, 
in  Plunders,  they  find  to  be  Mrs.  Spelman,  alia»; 
Yallop,  who  has  likewise  owned  her  conveying, 
letters,  in  the  same  manner,  between  Mr.  Har-j 
vey  of  Comb,  and  one  Moor  of  Bruwnlow-t 
street,  and  the  said  Jernegnn;  the  Committee; 
observe,  that  John  Sample  acted  under  the  di- 
tSEtifi8-«f  i M^r  S«-apiik(-c-en.;uwiily  called  loti* 
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• Plunket,  in  order  to  magnify  his  services  to  the 
Pretender  and  his  adherents,  might  write  to 
general  Dillon,  and  others  of  them,  that  he  was 
going  to  Rome  with  a friend,  and  that  his  and 
his  friend’s  journey  would  be  of  great  conse- 
quence to  the  Pretender’s  affairs.”  But  this 
particular  he  did  not  own  till  the  review  of  his 
examination,  when  he  found  the  Committee 
were  apprised  that  notice  had  been  sent  to 
Rome  of  his  journey ; for  he  insisted  at  first, 
that  his  journey  to  Rome  was  purely  acci- 
dental, and  not  concerted  with  the  Pretender 
or  any  of  his  agents. 

Me  farther  owned,  “ That,  in  their  way  to 
Italy,  they  passed  through  Antwerp,  and  that 
Plunket  there  received  a letter  from  geueral 
DiUon,  which  he  shewed  to  Layer,  directing 
them  whom  to  apply  to,,  on  their  arrival  at 
Rome,  to  introduce  them  to  the  Pretender 
and,  on  his  reviewing  his  examination,  when 
he  found  your  Committee  were  in  possession 
of  that  letter,  he  owned,  “ That  Francis  Ken- 
nedy was  the  person  they  were  directed  Ivy 
Dillon  to  apply  to.”  A letter  to  that  efl'ecc 
being  found  among  Plunket’s  papers,  signed 
Dixwell,  and  the  same  being  shewn  by  your 
Committee,  to  Layer,  he  declared,  “That,  to 
the  best  of  his  memory  and  belief,  it  was  the 
very  letter  which  was  shewn  to  him  by  Plunket 
at  Antwerp,  and  affirmed  by  Plunket  to  be 
from  general  Dillon  ; that  he,  Layer,  believes, 
Dillon  goes  by  the  names  both  of  Dixwell  and 
Digby ; and  that  by  the  name  of  Joseph,  in 
the  said  letter,  is  to  he  understood  the  Pre- 

“ That  lie  and  Plunket  arrived  at  Rome  the 
latter  end  of  May,  1731,  and  that  after  he  had 
been  a day  at  Rome,  lie  sent  to  Francis  Ken- 


nedy, secretary  to  the  Pretender,  to  let  him 
know  he  should  be  glad  to  see  him,  and  to 


I acquainted  with  Francis  Kennedy,  lie  said, 
j “ That  Kennedy  has  a brother,  secretary  to  the 
late  duke  of  Ormoud,  with  which  brother  he 


laid  some  acquaintance ; and  he  thinks  he  lias 
■ formerly  been  in  Francis  Kennedy's  company 
at  London  along  with  the  other  brother,  but  ns 
to  this  particular  he  cannot  be  positive."  This 
is  what  lie  said  relating  to  Kennedy  at  his  first 
examination,  and  your  Committee  observed 
by  his  behaviour,  that  he  was  uuder  difficulties 
how  to  account  for  his  applying  to  Kennedy, 
not  ■ having  owned,  at  that  time,  that  lie  had 
any  directions  so  tu  do,  and  being  willing  to 
have  your  Committee  believe,  that  his  journey 
was  not  known  Of  at  Rome ; but  after  Plunket’s 
examination,  being  uncertain  what  Plunket 
might  have  confessed,  he  thought  it  proper  to 
be  more  open  upon  this  head,  though  contra- 
dicting in  some  measure  his  own  former  con- 
fession. He  farther  said,  “ That  upon  his 
sending  to  Francis  Kennedy,'  as  above,  the 
said  Kennedy  came  to  his  lodgings,'  which  at 
tiie  same  tune  lie  snid  he  was  surprised  at,  it 
being  in  the  face  of  all  the-English  gentlemen ; 
but  jliat  Kennedy  told  him  he . nepded  not  b« 
°n 
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uneasy  at  his  coming  to  his  lodgings  openly, 
since  he  frequented  the  company  of  till  the 
English  gentlemen  that  came  th  Koine,  without 
distinction  : that  m the  first  visit  lie  desired 
Kennedy  to  introduce  him  to  the  Pretender, 
which  lie  promised  to  do.  That  Keunetly  came 
to  him  egoiu  the  next  night,  ttud  promised  to 
introduce  him  to  the  Pretender  privately  in  nil 
evening,  so  llmt  nobody  should  be  able  to 
prove  iiis  having  been  tliere." 

And  when  he  reviewed  his  examination, 
being  asked  bv  your  Committee,  whether  lie 
knew  of  any  fetter  to  Plunket,  on  their  first 
coming  to  Home,  and  bting  usked  it  in  such 
a manner,  ns  let  him  understand,  thul  they 
knew  from  whom  it  came,  and  by  whom  it 
was  writ,  then,  and  not  till  then,  lie  owned, 
“ That  lie  believed  Kennedy  delivered  to 
Plunket  a letter,  under  the  Pretender’s  own 
baud,  when  Kennedy  and  Plunket  were  alone 
together  ; for  the  next  morning,  as  he,  Layer, 
was  in  bed,  in  n room  next  adjoining  to  that 
where  Plunket  lodged,  Plunket  came  id  his 
bedside,  mid  told  him  with  seeming  satisfaction, 
that  he  got  a letter  under  the  king's  (meaning 
the  Pretender’s)  own  hand,  but  that  Kcunedy 
never  said  one  word  of  this  letter  to  hiui, 
Layer.  That  Plunket  showed  him.  Layer,  the 
said  letter,  the  whole  of  which  lie  believes  to 
have  heen  writ  in  the  snme  hand  in  which  the 
blank  receipts  taken  amongst  his  papers  nt  Mrs. 
Mason's  aie  signed,  which  he  believes  to  be 
the  Pretender's  own  hand.  Tliyt  the  substance 
of  the  letter  was,  that  the  hearer,  Francis  Ken- 
nedy, would  introduce  Plunket  to  l lie  Pre- 
tender. He.  said,  he  could  not  he  positive, 
whether  it  was  said  iutliat  letter,  that  Kennedy 
would  introduce  ■ Plunket  only,  or  whether  lie 
hiqiself  was  mentioned  likewise  io  be  intro- 
duced by  Kennedy.  That  Plunket  told  him  he 
saw  the  Pretender  rhe  night  before  Layer  was 
introduced  to  him.” 

This  original  letter  has  since  heen  delivered 
to  your  Cuiimiittee,  with  the  depositions  re- 
lating  to  it,  by  which  it  appears  that  Plunket 
delivered  it  with  utlicr  papers  to  one  Mary 
Puglian  about  .Michaelmas  last,  which  was  near 
the  time  of  Layer’s  being  taken  up ; it  is 
dated  Thursday  morning,  signed  James  It.  and 
directed  to  Mr.  Plunket,  anil  is  in  the  following 

“This  is  only  to  direct  you  not  to  mention 
auy  thing  of  business  to  any  body  till  I have 
seen  you.  I have  not  much  leisure  to-night, 
expecting  visits;  but  however  I shall  he  glad 
to  see  you  aloue, and  agree  with  you  the  most 
private  way  and  .manner  for  your  companion 
and  me  to  meet.  The  hearer,  Fr.  Kennedy, 
will  bring  you  very  privately  to  my  house  to- 
night about  eight  o'clock. 

“ For  Mr.  Plunket.  James  R.” 

Your  Committee  observe  from  this  letter,  ns 
well  as  from  other  papers  hefore  them,  what  a 
degree  of  frust  nuil  confidence  Plunket  was 
admitted  to,  (noiwitlis'nnding  be  would  en- 
deavour by  his  picseut  appearance  to  make  it 
seen*  incredible)  aud  perceive  likewise  lathis 
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letter,  that  his  and  Layer’s  journey  to  Rome 

had  been  represented  to  llie  Pretender  as  nu 
uilhir  of  some  importance. 

Layer  farther  suuL  “ That  Kennedy,  in  his 
second  visit,  appointed  him  to  meet  him  olid 
colonel  Hoye  in  the  square  before  the  Pie- 
leader's  house  at  ten  the  next  night : time  he 
met  them  there,  and  that  they  conducted  him 
up  a pnirof  buck  stairs  to  the  Pretender.” 

Before  the  Committee  proceed  to  give  an 
account  of  the  conversation  which  Layer  say* 
he  had  vtiih  the  Pretender,  they  think  it  proper 
to  observe,  that  r-inong  Plunket's  papers  were 
found  two  foul  draughts  of  letters,  which  are 
sworn  to  be  Plunket’s  hand- writing,  which  give 
some  light  to  the  occasion  of  his  aud  Layer’s 
journey  to  Home  ; the  first  is  without  date  or 
direction,  but  appears  evidently  by  the  matter 
to  have  been  writ  to  the  same  person  and  about 
tiiesanie  time  os  the  second,  which  is  dated 
the  22nd  of  March,  1731,  (about  ten  days 
before  liis  and  Layer's  setting  out)  and  directed 
to  Mr.  Jackson,  which  name  is  found  in  a 
cypher  among  Plunket's  papers,  aud  sworn 
likewise  to  be  his  hand-writing  to  denote  the 
Pretender. 

In  llie  first  of  these  foul  draught*  are  these 
words : “ Tliere  is  one  that  sets  out  from  Nor- 
folk in  a lew  days  to  let  you  know  they'  (that 
is  theTonhers,  winch  he, explained  to  Layer  to 
mean  the  'lories)  will  stand  by  you  on  occasion ; 
he  only  stays  for  me,  and  offers  to  bear  my  ex- 
pcnces;  so  time  I shall  wait  on  you,  nnd  have 
the  satisfaction  to  tell  you  by  word  of  mouth 
what  will  be  acceptable.  He  carries  The  List 
with  him ; no  doubt  on  it  you  may  have  many 
such  now.” 

In  the  Letter  to  Jackson  of  tlie2”d  ofMarch 
are  these  w ords:  11  The  gentleman  1 mentioned 
to  you  I'ormrily,  is  come  out  of  the  country 
with  instructions  to  wait  on  you,  and  lender 
you  their  service.  He  offers  to  bear  my  cx- 

From  these  passages  compared  with  the  Let- 
ter received  bv  Plunket,  from  Dillon,  nt  Ant- 
werp. in  which  foiilon  says,  “ I have  sent  Joseph 
advice  of  your  journey,  in  which  I wish  you  aud 
your  companion,  though  unknown,  all  happi- 
ness ami  then  directs  him  to  apply  to  Ken- 
nedy, at  Joseph’s  house,  for  introduction  ; nnd 
compared  likewise  with  the  Pretender's  letter 
to  Pjunket,  in  which  he  directs  him  not  to 
mention  nuy  thing  of  busiuess  to  any  body,  till 
lie  had  seen  him  alone,  in  order  to  agree  with 
him  the  most  private  way  nnd  manner  for 
meeting  his  companion : it  appears  to  your 
Committee  to  he  the  must  evident,  that  Layer 
did  not  undertake  so  long  and  expensive  a 
journey,  on  uncertain  prospects  of  private  bu- 
siness, or  out  of  mere  curiosity  ; but  that  his 
journey  was  concerted  with  the  Pretender’* 
friends  Bt  home,  and  notified  to  the  Pretender 
and  his  agents  abroad,  and  that  he  carried  over 
with  him  tenders,  of  service  to  the  Pretender 
from  persons  in  England,  as  likewise  n List  of 
names,  which  was  of  such  importance,  nnd  60 
well  understood  aud  expected  at  Rome,  as  to 
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be  mentioned  by  Plunket  in  one  of  bis  letters  tender,  nftel  the  discourse  above-mentioned, 
totlie  Pretender,  without  any  other  description,  asked  him  what  county  lie  .was  of,  ami  whnt 
than  barely  that  of  The  List.  gentlemen  he  knew;  that  he  answered  he  was 

The  Committee  thought  this  observation  the  of  Norfolk,  and  knew  all  the  Tory  gentlemen 
more  necessary  to  be  premised,  because  Layer  of  that  country  ; that  the  Pretender  asked  him 
did  of  himself  own  to  them  his  giving  to  the  Pre-  if  he  could  recollect  their  names,  and  put  them 
tender  a list  of  names,  and  the  Pretender’s. ask-  down  in  writing;  to  which  he  answered,  he 
ing  him,  at  a second  interview,  what  he  had  to  could  easily  do  that,  having  brought  with  hint 
say  in  relation  to  his  List ; hut  yet  endeavoured  memorandums  of  their  names ; that  accordingly, 
to  explain  that  affair,  in  such  a manner  as  your  he  drew  up  a fair  list  of  the  Tory  gentlemen  of 
Committee  apprehend  to  be  no  ways  consistent  Norfolk,  and  gave  the  said  list  to  the  Pretender 
with  Pluuket's  foul  draughts  above-mentioned,  at  a second  interview,  thinking  it  would  be 
nor  with  the  expectations  that  seem  to  have  agreeable  to  him.  That  the  Pretender  then 
been  raised  in  the  Pretender  and  his  agents,  asked  him,  whether  he  would  see  the  queen, 
from  Layer's  and  Plunket’sjourney.  meaning  his  spouse,  and  promised  she  should 

Layer  told  your  Committee,  “ That  on  his  admit  him  to  kiss  her  hand.” 
being  introduced  to  the  Pretender,  by  Ken-  “ That  about  three  weeks  or  a month  after, 
neriy  and  Haye,  as  above-mentioned,  the  Pre-  Francis  Kennedy  and  colonel  Have,  appointed 
tender  asked  him  the  occasion  of  his  coming,  him  to  meet  them  at  the  same  place  and  time 
and  whether  he  had  any  credentials  from  peo-  as  before,  and  introduced  him  to  the  Pretender 
pie  in  England  ; that  he  answered,  nothing  but  and  his  spouse;  that  the  Pretender  then  called 
curiosity,  and  a desire  of  paying  my  duty  to  him  to  him,  and  asked  him,  whether  he  had  any 
your  majesty,  lias  brought  me  hither;  that  the  thing  to  say  in  relation  to  his  list ; that  lie  an- 
Pretender  asked  him,  what  lords  he  was  ac-  swered;  he  forgot  something  which  he  had  to 
quainted  with ? To  which  he  answered,  none  communicate  to  his  majesty;  that  the  Preten- 
but  such  as  he  was  concerned  with  in  the  way  dcr  said,  his  wife  would  go  out  of  the  room  pro- 
of his  profession;  that  the  Pretender  again  ex-  sently,  and  soon  after  spoke  to  her  in  Italian, 
pressed  himself  surprised  at  his  having  no  ere-  to  withdraw,  as  he  believes.  That  the  Preten- 
dentials  nor  recommendations  from  any  person  der  then  asked  him,  n bat  he  had  to  say  ; td 
in  England,  and  said,  this  journey  must  have  which  he  replied,  I have  nothing  so  material  to 
been  very  expensive  to  you,  I believe  it  cannot  offer  as  ought  to  huve  procured  me  this  great 
cost  you  less  than  5001.  To  which  he  answered,  honour  and  indulgence;  but  if  there  be  any 
That  a private  affair,  which  brought  him  to  service  on  earth  I can  do,  I am  most  ready : 
Venice,  would  have  defrayed  the  expence,  if  it  that  the  Pretender  said,  what  can  you  do? 
had  succeeded,  hut  that  being  disappointed  in  have  you  any  acquaintance?  to  which  he  re- 
that,  his  inclination  drew  him  on  to  Rome,  to  plied,  that  all  the  persons  mentioned  in  his  list 
pay  his  duty  to  the  Pretender,  which  he  had  were  intirely  devoted  to  the  Pretender's  interest, 
long  had  in  his  thought,  so  took  this  opportu-  and  all  the  gentlemen  in  England  thesame,  ex- 
nity  of  doing  it;  that  one  Plunket,  who  was  cept  those  in  places  of profit  and  trust,  and  that 
now  in  Rome  with  him,  had  often  told  him,  all  parties  were  united  in  his  interest.  That  the 
that  he  need  not  fear  being  introduced,  or  to  Pretender  then  asked  him,  what -the  gentlemen 
that  effect;  that  the  Pretender  said,  he  believed,  were  whose  names  were  on  his  li-t : to  which 
that  Plunket  was  a very  honest  man,  and  as  he  answered,  they  were  all  Tories,  and  that  he 
proper  a person  as  Layer  could  have  bad  for  a had  not  put  down  any  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
companion.”  of  Norfolk,  of  whom  there  were  several,  men- 

The  Committee  observe,  that  what  is  here  of  estates.  That  the  Pretender  said,  he  be- 
said  concerning  the  Pretender’s  good  opinion  of  lieved  the  people  of  England  were  generally 
Plunket,  and  Plunket’s  having  given  assurances  well  inclined  to  his  cause,  and  pretty  well  con- 
to  Layer,  of  his  being  introduced,  was  not  men-  vinced  of  their  error;  and  then  spoke  of  theriis- 
tioned  by  Layer,  till  after  Plunket  had  been  contents  occasioned  by  the  South-Sea  scheme.” 
examined.  The  Committee  observe,  that  in  the  cypher, 

Layer  farther  said,  that  the  Pretender  again  which  Layer  received  from  sir  William  Ellis; 
repeated  his  surprise  at  his  having,  no  recoin-  the  names  of  several  Norfolk  gentlemen  are 
mendation  from  any  person  in  England ; but  inserted,  who  tiiey  think  it  probable  made  a 
said,  I am  informed  by  Francis  Kennedy,  who  part  of  the  list  delivered  by  Layer  to  the  Pre- 
knows you,  that. you  have  a good  character,  and  tender  ; but  at  the  same  time  they  think  it  a 
for  that  reason  you  are  welcome  without  any  justice  due  to  thosegenllemen,  to  observe,  tbnc 
credentials.  Yet  your  Committee  observe,  Layer  has  owned  to  the  Committee,  that,  in 
that  Dr.  Blackerby  Fairfax,  an  intimate  ac-  order  to  magnify  the  number  of  the  Pretender’s 
quaintance  of  Layer’s,  has  deposed  upon  oath,  friends,  he  did  in  several  of  the  lists  found 
That  Layer,  since  his  return  from  Rome,  told  among  his  papers,  insert  tile  names  of  persons, 
him,  that  while  he  was  in  private  audience  with  as  well  affected  to  the  Pretender’s  service, 
the  Pretender,  a Scotch  colonel  broke  in  upon  without  having  the  least  authority  from  them 
them  : upon  which  the  Pretender  took  him  into  for  so  doing ; and  his  false  assertion  to  the  Pre- 
another  room : and  that  he.  Layer,  did  there  tender,  that  all  the  gentlemen  in  England,  eX- 
deliver  his  credentials  to  the  Pretender.  cept  those  in  places  of  profit  and  trust,  were 

Layer  toldptbe  Cjornmittee,  .“'piiat  tl|e  Pre-.  intirely  devoted  ttji  his  interest,  sljews,  tliat  lie 
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mnde  no  (liMwrcfion  between  the  innocent  mid 
cue  guilt;. 

He  next  acquainted  the  Committee,  “ 
after  the  discourse  bulbrementinned  with  tltO 
Pretender  in  relation  to  the  liar,  the  Pretender 
commended  hi»  zeal,  and  told  him,  lie-might 
depend  on  any  service  lie  could  do  him.  That 
he,  Layer,  then  desired  some  token,  by, which 
he  might  obtain  credit  among  the  Pretender's 
friends  of  the  nobility  in  England,  and  ob- 
tained that  of  the  Pretender  and  bit  spouse’s 
answering  for  his  child which  the  Committee 
avoid  repenting,  the  account  he  gave  them 
agreeing  with  that  printed  in  his  trinl.  Lie  said 
“ That  upon  hit  desiring  n letler  to  the 
duchess  of  Ormond,  for  her  representing  the 
Pretender's  spouse,  colonel  Have  told  him  no 
letter  could  be  sent  -by  him,  but  that  core 
would  bo  taken  the  duchess  should  stand. 
That  lie  likewise  gave  him  a message  to  the 
duchess,  to  this  effect,  that  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond Was  well,  nnd  gone  to  Madrid,  by  which 
lie  told  him,  she  would  understand  the  business 
he  enme  about. 

''That  lie  returned  to  England  about  the 
end  of  August  or  beginning  of  September 
1721,  and  waited  on  the  duchess  with  his  re- 
quest, adding,  that  lie  hoped  she  was  not  alto- 
getlier a sr ranger  to  that  affair ; io  which  she 
returned  him  no  particular  answer,  but  pro- 
mised to  stand  god-mother,  as  he  desired. 

“ That  he  then  made  application  to  lord 
Orre  y to  stand  with  her,  by  Thompson,  whom 
he  took  to  he  her  chaplain,  and  by  Swortfepger, 
lord  Orrery’s  secretary,  who  understood  that 
lord  Orrery  was  desired  to  repnsent  the  Pre- 
tender; that  the  said  lord  sent  to  the  duchess 
to  know  whether  she  stood,  who  answered  that 
she  did  ; yet  lord  Orrery  refused  ; but  upon 
farther  acquaintance,  and  hearing  that  lord 
North  and  Grey  hail  consented  to  stand,  he 
sent  for  Layer,  and  made  excuses  to  him  for 
this  refusal.  That  humade  use  of  this  creden- 
tial to  lord  Orrery,  to  induce  him  to  converse 
freely  with  him  jn  relation  to  the  Pretender's 
affairs ; having  heard  tliat  the  said  lord  was  in 
the  Pretender’s  interest. 

“That  upon  his  being  refused  hy  lord  Orrery, 
he  mnde  his  application  to  lord  North  and 
Grey,  as  mentioned  in  his  trial,  who  stood, 
knowing,  as  he  believes,  that  lie  stood  for  the 
. Pretender.  That  this  transaction  was  the  be- 
ginning of  his  intimacy  with  lord  North  and 
Grey. , 

“ That  the  first  conversation  he  had  with 
lord  North  relating  to  the  Pretender's  affairs, 
was  soon  nller  the  christening ; that  he  then 
asked  lord  North,  whether  nothing  could  be 
undertaken  in  the  Pretender's  favuur,  his  lord- 
ship bring  a military  man.  That  his  lordship 
replied,  he  believed  the  Pretender  had  friends 
enough,  if  they  did  but  understand  one  ano- 
ther ; that  the  army  in  general,  and  most  of 
the  half  pay  officers,  were  well  inclined  to  the 
Pretender. 

“That  in  July  last,  lie.  Layer,  going  down 
to  Norfolk  on  the  circuit,  called  on  lord  North 


at-Epping,  and  again  at  his  return  ; that  lie 
then  asked  tbe  said  lord  again,  whether  nothing 
could  be  done,  in  favour  of  the  Pretender; 
time  the  lord  North  said,  bow  can  any  .tiling 
be 'dune,  while  so  great  a body  of  forces  is 
encamped  tinder  the  very  walls  of  London,  be- 
sides the  encampments  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom?  ThatLoyer  cold  hmi.  hefouiid  most 
of  the  gentlemen,  in  Norfolk  that  were  lories, 
before,  jacobites  now  ; that  lord  North,  anil 
Grey  said,  it  was  the  same  in  Other  counties, 
but  that  nothing  could  be  done  till  the  camp 
should  break  up.  That  upon  Layer's  pressing 
Imn  to  know  whether  any  scheme  was  formed, 
lord  North  said,  what  does  your  friend  lord 
Orrery  think  of  things?  that  he  answered, 

lord  Orrery  was  of  opinion,  nothing  could  lie 
done  without  a foreign  force ; that  lord  North 
and  Grey  replied,  I caunot  be  of  bis  opinion, 
l believe  the  people  of  England  may  do  it  of 
themselves. 

“ That  Layer,  visiting  him  during  the  vaca- 
tion, and  staying  two  or  three  days  at  his  house, 
continued  to  press  him  about  tunning  a scheme ; 
that  lord  North  replied,  we  soldiers  do  not 
trnublenurselres  much  about  schemes,  he  you 
quiet,  something  will  he  done.”  And  at  his 
examination  before  the  lords,  he  owned,  “ That 
lord  North  and  Grey  said,  if  there  be  a rising, 
you  shall  not  want  men,  or  money,  or  arms.” 

Layer  farther  gave  your  Committee  an  ac- 
count of  his  becoming  acquainted  with  Lynch, 
nnd  of  his  carrying  him  to  lord  North  and 
Grey,  upou  Lynch’s  telling  him  that  lie  had 
something  to  propose  to  tiie  said  lord,  that 
might  be  of  great  service  to  the  Pretender's 
cause.  But  in  giving  an  account  of  whnt 
passed  between  Lynch  and  him  at  the  Green 
Man,  your  Committee  observed,  that  Layer 
took  great  pains  to  shew,  that  ho  did  not  com-  I 
muuicate  nny  papers  to  Lynch  till  after  dinner; 
and  that  he  then  only  shewed  him  memoran- 
dums, transcribed  out  of  the  prince  of  Orange’s 
declaration,  though  Lynch  bus  deposed  upon 
oath,  that  mention  was  made,  in  thut  paper,  of 
lord  Cadognu's  being  seized  and  remaining  in 
the  custody  of  the  conspirators. 

He  owned  to  your  Committee  his  having  car- 
ried Lynch  to  lord  Cadognn’s,  but  said,  “ be  went 
thither  only  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  an 
estate ; that  while  they  were  waitiug.  there  in  a 
room  next  the  garden,  Lynch  viewed  the  gar- 
den and  house,  Rnd  said,  I can  easily  seize  you 
this  general ; but  he  denied  their  having  bad 
any  previous  discourse  to  this  purpose,  and  said 
the  proposal  arose  from  Lynch,  audthaibe, 
Laver,  was  mud  enough  to  make  it  part  of  Iub 

He  said,  “ That  when  Lynch  and  he  came  to 
lord  North  and  Grey’s,  his  lordship  asked  him 
who  Lynch  was ; that  he  said,  he  was  ail  honest 
gentleman,  recommended  by  a particular  friend : 
that  his  lordship  said,  I wonder  you  would 
bring  him  ; you  know  I am  not  easy  nor  free 
before  strangers ; llmt  however  lord  North 
nnd  Grey  entertained  Lynch  civilly,  and  after 
supper  inquired  of  him,  whether  ha  was  in 
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the  army;  to  which  Lynch  answered,  that 
was  bred  up  to  merchandize,  hut  had  been 
with  the  Pretender  in  Scotland,  and  had  the 
command  of  a ship  uuder  the  king  of  Spain  in 
' the  descent  on  Scotland  ; and  enlarged  much 
on  his  loyalty  and  zeal  for  the  Pretender:  but 
that  lord  Nnrrh  waved  the  discourse.” 

“ That  not  long  after,  Lynch  came  down 
again  to  lord  North  anil  Grey's  to  Epping, 
while  Layer  was  there  a shooting,  and  was 
civilly  received  by  his  lordship  ; and  that  after 
he  was  gone,  Layer  making  apologies  for 
Lynch’s  intruding,  lord  North  and  Grey  said 
Lynch  was  a good  honest  fellow,  and  had  en- 
tertuined  them  with  several  merry  stories.” 

The  Committee  observed,  that  Layer  in  re- 
lating what  passed  while  Lynch  was  at  lord 
North’s,  took  so  much  pains  to  shew  that  lord 
North  and  Grey  could  have  no  private  discourse 
with  Lynch,  that  he  left  no  room  for  the  said  1 
lord  North’s  having  had  any  private  discourse 
with  him.  Layer,  which  is  yet  inconsistent  with 
< his  examination  taken  before  the  lords,  as  well 
as  with  his  confession  to  your  committee ; in 
another  part  of  which  he  owns,  that  while 
Lynch  was  at  lord  North's,  he,  Layer,  shewed 
lord  North  some  part  of  his  scheme  or  heads 
relating  to  a declaration,  ns  he  was  walking 
with  him  in  the  garden : and  that  they  had 
some  discourse  upon  it. 

They  observe  likewise,  that  what  he  owned 
to  the  Committee  in  relation  to  his  introducing 
Lynch  to  lord  North  and  Grey,  falls  very  short 
of  wtiat  he  confessed  to  the  lords  of  the  council 
on  the  same  subject,  previously  to  his  trial ; 
for  he  then  said,  “ That  Lynch  having 
told  him  he  would  seize  lord  Cndogau, 
he  carried  Lynch  to  lord  North  and  Grey’s,  and 
| recommended  him  as  a proper  person  for  such 
an  attempt : that  he  had  beforehand  proposed 
to  lord  North  and  Grey  the  carrying  Lynch  to 
him  : that  his  lordship  made  a difficulty  of  see- 
| ing  him,  but  that  he,  Layer,  insisted  on  Lynch’s 
being  an  honest  man,  fit  to  lie  employed  in  an 
insurrection  for  the  Pretender,  saying  Lynch 
| would  do  any  thing  his  lordship  would  have 
him,  if  there  should  be  a rising  : that  he  was 
fit  iu  be  sent  with  a party  to  seize  any  particu- 
lar per-on,  and  that  Lynch  was  impatient  to 
sseliis  lordship, Layer  having  told  him,  that  his 
lordship  was  at  the  head  of  those  designs.” 

Layer  farther  acquainted  your  Committee, 

“ That  during  his  stay  at  Lord  North  and 
Grey's  at  Epping,  in  the  vacation,  he  again 
pressed  his  lordship  to  bring  matters  to  some 
issue  in  favour  of  the  Pretender ; saying  if 
something  be  not  done  speedily,  we  slmll  all 
he  taken  up:  that  his  lordship  replied,  is  not 
the  camp  there  still  ? If  you  can  find  some  ex- 
pedient, it  would  be  well,  it  is  more  than  I can 
do  : llmt  Layer  said  it  was  his  opinion  some- 
thing might  be  done  even  during  the  encamp- 
ment ; and  in  order  to  discover  whether  lord 
North  nnd  Grey  and  lord  Orrery  had  any 
scheme  of  their  own,  he  drew  up  a scheme  him- 
self, and  having  so  done,  lodged  it  with  Mrs.  1 
Mason,  the d^.lwfpre  he  w_as_  m^^up. ^hat  \ 


he  intended  to  have  communicated  this  scheme 
to  lord  North  and  Grey  and  lord  Orrery  ; that 
he  had  some  discourse  with  George  Wilson, 
Dr.  Murphey,  and. others,  on  the  subject  of  it, 
before  it  was  drawn  up.”  Being  asked,  who  those 
others  were,  he  said,  “ He  could  recollect  no 
one  else  hut  oue  who  called  himself  serjeant 
White,  whom  he  saw  in  company  with  Dr. 
Murphey  at  a tavern,  and  inquired  of  him, 
how  lai- some  parts  of  bis  scheme  were  practi. 

Being  asked  whether  he  had  shewn  thia 
scheme  tn  any  body,  he  said,  “ He  did  shew  the 
heads  of  it  to  lord  North  nnd  Grey,  as  he  was 
walking  with  him  in  the  garden;  and  his -lord- 
ship said,  nil  was  impracticable  during  the  en- 
campment: but  that  lie  never  shewed  his 
scheme  to  any  body  ; alter  it  was  drawn  up 
in  the  form  in  which  it  was  left  with  Mis.  Ma- 
son which  last  pari  of  his  answer,  llie  Com- 
mittee observe,  may  be  evasive,  since  by  his 
own  account,  as  soon  as  lie  had  drawn  it  up  in 
that  form,  he  lodged  it  with  Mrs.  Mason,  and 
the  day  after  was  taken  into  custody. 

The  Committee  farther  take  notice,  that  the 
accounts  he  gave  when- lie  was  questioned  before 
the  lord's,  whether  he  had  shewn  this  scheme  io 
nny  body,  are  inconsistent  nnd  contradictory. 

For  in  some  parts  of  that  examination,  'jie 
says,  “ Lord  North  and  Grey  would  not  hear 
of  any  thiug  till  the  camp  was  broke  np  ; that 
the  said  lord  would  not  see  his  scheme  ; that 
i lie  said  lord  said,  he  might  keep  his  heads  and 
his  schemes  to  himself,  for  there  was  uothing 
to  be  done,  that  the  said  lord  said  there  was 
time  enough  for  forming  a scheme  and  yet . 
in  another  part  of  the  same  examination,  he 
says,  “Lord  North  did  not  dislike  a scheme 
iu  general,  but  disapproved  his  scheme." 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  tn  make  the  fol- 
lowing observations  on  these  passages,  with  a 
design  tn  shew  the  insincerity  and  inconsisten- 
cy of  Layer's  confessions,  and  without  presum- 
ing to  draw-  from  them  any  other  conclusions. 

First,  That  if  what  Layer  said,  was  true,  lord 
North  must  have  perused  and  examined  Layer’s 
scheme  ; since  a man  thnt  did  not  dislike  a 
scheme  in  general,  could  not  be  said  tn  disap- 
prove any  particularscheme,  unless  he  lmd  first 
considered  and  examined  it. 

The  Committee  observe  further,  that  the 
scheme  itself  does  not  appear  drawn  up  by  a 
man  of  Layer's  profession,  assisted  only,  as  ha 
would  insinuate,  by  Murphey  a doctor  of  phy- 
sic, Wilson  a surgeon,  and  White  a serjeant; 
and  they  cannot  hut  think  it  very  extraordinary 
that  this  scheme,  drawn  np  in  August  or  Sep- 
tember, should  have  so  great  an  affinity  with  the 
paper  of  resolutions  for  the  digging  up  the  arms, 
&c.  mentioned  above,  which  was  drawn  up  the 
April  before,  and  yet  that  Layer  should  have 
had  no  sight  of  tlmt  paper,  nor  have  received 
instructions  or  assistance,  from  any  persons, 
who  were  privy  to  those  resolutions,  which  lie 
has  declared  to  the  Committee  he  had  not, 
aud  the  Committee  are  farther  confirmed,  that 
the  tcheme  naa  yotdra^nupby  himself,  from 
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a particularity  contained  in  n deposition 
of  Dr.  Blackcrby  Fairfax,  who  hus  -.worn, 
that  being  for  four  or  five  years  past  employed 
in  reading  civil  law  anti  Frencli  to  the  said 
Layer,  lie  recollects  that  Layer  once  asked  him 
the  moaning  of  die  French  Motto,  since  prefix- 
ed to  his  scheme  in  these  words;  ‘ An  dcf.mt  rle 
• la  force  il  I'nut  employer  la  ruse  and  that 
upon  Fairfax’s  explaining  it  to  him.  Layer  said 
it  hud  been  explained  to  him  in  the  same  man- 
lier by  others.  Neither  does  the  scheme  np- 
peardrawn  up  nt  u venture,  or  merely  with  a 
view  of  engaging  the  Pretender's  friends  in  the 
execution  of  this,  or  some  other  scheme  of  their 
own,  as  Layer  would  insinuate ; but  several 
passages  in  it,  compared  with  bis  other  pnpers, 
make  it  probable,  that  the  officers,  serjeants, 
soldiers, and  arms,  mentioned  in  tile  scheme, 
were  first  engaged  and  prepared,  and  then  the 
said  scheme  drawn  up,  for  employing  in  the 
best  manner  possible  such  a force,  as  had  been 
so  prepared. 

This  appears  by  comparing  these  words  in  the 
third  paragraph  of  his  sebeme  (“  And  as  there 
is  eight  serjeants,  vi  1..  three  of  the  first  regi- 
ment of  foot  guards,  three  of  the  second,  and 
two  of  the  third,  nil  ready  at  an  hour's  warning 
to  obey  orders")  with  two  of  his  papers  taken 
with  his  scheme  at  Mrs.  Mason’s,  viz.  That 
which  contains  a list  of  tliirteen  serjeants  of  the 
guards,  and  another  paper  of  Layer's  hand 
writing,  which  contains  eleven  of  these 
tliirteen  seijeants  names,  and  eight  of  those 
eleven  serjeants  have  marks  set  .against 
their  names;  so  that  it  may  be  concluded 
from  thence,  that  Layer  had  been  able 
to  engage  hut  eight  of  the  said  thirteen  Ser- 
jeants; and  therefore  in  lii-.  scheme  be  men- 
tions no  more  than  eight  serjeanls. 

The  truth  of  this  observation  farther  appears, 
by  comparing  .Layer’s  said  examination  of  the 
1st  of  October,  with  the  fourth  paragraph  of 
his  scheme  ; for  in  that  examination  lie  says 
that  George  Wilson  had  assured  him,  that  200 
of  the  soldiers  in  the  camp  had  been  spoken  to 
mid  were  ready  ; and  therefore  Layer,  in  the 
fourth  paragraph  of  his  scheme,  mentions  only 
200  soldiers  to  he  ready,  and  gives  every  one  of 
his  eight  serjeants  the  command  of  25  of  the 
said  200  men.  From  whence  it  may  he  con- 
cluded, that  the  officer  that  was  to  seize  the 
Tower,  and  the  arms  for  executing  the  scheme, 
were  also  in  a readiness. 

It  is  farther  remarkable,  that  Layer  intended, 
as  he  owned  to  your  Committee,  to  communi- 
cate tliis  scheme  in  its  present  form,  to  lord 
North  and  Grey  and  lord  Orrery  ; and  yet 
several  principal  parts  of  it  are  not  explained 
as  things  new,  hut  referred  to  ns  matters  al- 
ready known  aud  understood  by  the  persons 
that  were  to  sec  it,  which  could  only  be  by 
previous  consultation?  on  that  subject:  for  iu- 

In  the  first  paragraph  it  is  said,  “ Let  the 
general  and  only  one  officer  of  note  in  the  camp 
agree  upon  a day  for  execution,”  which  must, 
have  appeared  a most  absurd  beginning  to  any 
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body  llml  bad  not  Imd  some  previous  discourse 
or  notice,  of  several  officers  in  the  camp 
gaged  in  the  design  ; and  the  same  observation 
will  hold,  with  respect  to  the  paragraphs  where 
urms  are  memionod  ns  provided;  which.shews; 
at  least,  dial  Layer  believed  those  persons  that 
were  to  see  his  scheme,  bad  heard  of  arms  that 

In  the  third  paragraph,  George  Wilson  it 
named  in  such  a manner,  in  maker  it  probable 
lie  was  already  kutiwu  to  those  who  wi  re  to 
have  a sight  of  this  scheme;  and  the  Cora- 
miltee  observe  that  Layer  confessed  to  the 
lords  that  he  Imd  told  lord  North  and  Grey, 
that  Wilson  was  a fellow  who  had  served  in 
the  army,  had  n general  acquaintance,  and 
was  fit  to  he  employed  if  his  lordship  would 
make  use  of  him  ; to  which  the  said  lord  re- 
plied, that  when  he  hud  occasion  he  would  em- 

In  the  thirteenth  paragraph  of  the  scheme 
it  is  said,  “ Let  the  general  order  four  of  the 
half-pay  captains,”  without  any  further  de- 
scription ; which  sliews  tlmt  Layer  thought 
those  to  whom  his  scheme  was  to  be  commu- 
nicated, knew  already  of  half  pay  officers  that 
were  engaged,  agreeable  to  what  lord  North 
and  Grey  had  told  him  that  most  of  the  half? 
pay.  officers  .were  well  inclined. 

In  the  nineteenth  paragraph  he  allots  part 
of  the  execution  of  the  design,  to  the  Duke’s 
bargemen,  without  any  other  addition  : which 
is  a maimer  of  expression  no  one  would  have 
used  in  a paper  to  be  shewn  to  persons,  who 
were  intire  strangers  to  the  affair. 

Layer  being  in  the  course  of  his  examina- 
tion desired  by  the  Committee,  to  explain,  by 
what  services  or  merit  on  his  part,  the  shyness, 
which  he  would  have  it  believed,  Hie  Pretender 
expressed  towards  him  at  his  first  coming  to 
Rome,  and  the  little  acquaintance  lie  then  had 
with  persons  of  distinction  at  home  in  the  Pre-‘ 
tender’s  interest,  cainesoon  after  to  he  changed 
into  so  great  a degree  of  confidence  both  at 
Rome  and  here  that  he  should  he  trusted  with 
negotiating  blank  receiptsunder  the  Pretender’s 
own  hand  for  unlimited  sums ; lie  told  the 
Committee,  that  during  his  stay  at  Rome  he 
contracted  a friendship  with  sir  William  Ellis, 
who  is  a servant  of  the  Pretender's,  and  that 
at  his  leaving  Rome  lie  settled  a correspond- 
ence by  cypher  with  tbe  said  Ellis,  and  ac- 
quainted him  from  time  to  time  how  the  Pre- 
lender's  affairs  went  on  here ; but  the  Com- 
mittee observe,  that  tliis  general  answer  dues 
by  no  means  account  lor  the  terms  of  thank- 
fulness and  respect,  with  which  Ellis  writes  to 
him  from  the  Pretender  ; nor  lay  a sufficient 
foundation  for  bis  being  ndmiued  to  so  par- 
ticular a trust.  lie  said  that  in  the  course  of 
Ids  correspondence  he  writ  to  Ellis,  tlmt  he  had 
got  acquainted  witli  Burford  and  Symnis  (by  j 
the  first  of  which  names  he  meant  lord  Orrery, 
and  by  the  latter  lord  North  and  G rev)  and 
that  if  he  hud  hut  blank  receipts  under  the 
king’s  (meaning  the  Pretender’s)  own  hand,  ha 
believed  he  could  raise  a considerable  sum  of 
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money  upon  them,  itnd  put  the  Pretender's  af- 
fairs in  hgretlt  forwardness,  by  engaging  a cou- 
siderahte  part  of  the  king's  army  in  the  Pre- 
tender's interest,  with  tlie  money  so  raised. 
That  he  did  not  name  any  particular  sum  to 
Ellis,  but  hoped  himself  to  have  raised  20,000/. 
by ‘-this -method.  He  said  he  received  from 

Ellis  only  the  ten  receipts  taken  among  his  pa- 
per's at  Mrs.  Mason's;  that  he  received  them 
at  different  times  by  tbe  post  ; and  that  the 
first  of  them  came  to  his  hands  tbe  latter  end 
of  July  last.  He  said  farther,  lie  intended  to 
have  tried  to  put  off  these  receipts  among  the 
Norfolk  Gentlemen  named  in  the  list  which  he 
gave  to  the  Pretender  ; but  that  he  never  hart 
spoke  to  any  of  them  on  this  subject,  nor  re- 
ceived any  assurance  from  them. 

Being  asked  hy  the  Committee  whether  be 
had  shewn  these  receipts  to  any  other  persons, 
or  had  had  any  discourse  with  any  bodj  about 
raising  money  this  way,  he  said  be  believed  he 
had  mentioned  to  lord  North  and  Grey  and 
lord  Orrery,  his  having  such  receipts  in  hts  pos- 
session : and  that  the  said  lords  fold  him,  they 
believed  they  would  he  of  little  use,  for  that 
people  would  scarce  venture  to  ktep  sucli  re- 
ceipts by  them,  or  to  have  them  in  their  cus- 
tody ; or  words  to  that  effect. 

The  Committee  take  notice  that  when  he 
was  examined  before  the  lords,  he  prevaricated 
in  relation  to  the  cypher  received  from  sir 
William  Ellis,  which  he  said  was  an  old  cypher, 
in  use  before  the  Preston  Rebellion  ; but  be- 
ing shewn  the  names  of  several  peisons  in  that 
cypher,  with  the  addition  of  their  employments 
which  they  did  not  enjoy  at  the  time  of  that 
rebellion,  nor  some  of  them  till  very  lately,  he 
said  that  he  applied  to  Plunket,  for  such  names 
as  were  not  in  the  old  cypher ; though  the  Com- 
mittee observe,  that  the  whole  cypher  is  in  the 
same  hand  with  the  letters  he  owned  he  receiv- 
ed from  Ellis,  and  that  the  persons  designed  by 
late  employments  are  not  added  or  interlined, 
but  placed  in  their  alphabetical  ordcrin  the  body 
of  the  cypher.  Being  asked  by  the  Com- 
mittee, whether  he  had  seen  or  knew  of  any 
other  cyphers,  he  answered  in  the  negative  ; 
yet  they  observe  that  in  tbe  letter  from  sir  Wil- 
liam Ellis  dated  the  l3t  of  October,  lie  is  desired 
to  make  use  of  a pattern  of  lace  of  Mrs.  Kinders, 
(which  name  he  owned  to  tile  lords  to  mean  Mrs. 
Hughes,  nurse  to  the  Pretender's  child)  sir  Wil- 
liam having  lost  or  mislaid  his  own.  Now  the 
word  pattern  in  Ellis’s  cypher,  denotes  cut  pa- 
per, which  shews  tlint  Layer  was  privy  to  ano- 
ther cypher  of  that  kind  in  use  among  the  Pre- 
tender's agents. 

He  likewise  denied  his  knowing  any  fictitious 
names  made  use  of  hy  the  Pretender  or  his 
agents  for  carrying  on  their  correspondences, 
except  those  mentioned  ill  his  examinations  be- 
fore the  lords;  yet  afterwards,  upon  being  ask- 
ed by  theCoramittee,  who  was  meant  by  Joseph 
in  Dillon’s  letter  to  Plunket,  be  confessed  that 
be  knew  Joseph  was  one  of  the  names  made 
use  of  to  denote  the  Pretender. 
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counts  lie  lias  given  <ld  by  no  means  clear  up 
several  passages  in  sir  \Villiam  Ellis's  letters, 
particularly  one  in  tlie  letter  of  the  30lh  of  Ja- 
nuary, in  which  Ellis  says,  “ That  Layer  having 
read 'over  several  limes  the  paper  he  shewed 
him,  and  having  a good  memory,  Ellis  does  not 
think  it  necessary  to  send  u copy  of  it.” 

Layer  being  questioned  by  the  Committee 
about  the  lists  of  names  taken  at  Mrs.  Ma- 
son's, says  he  employed  George  Wilson  and 
Dr.  Murpliey  to  inquire  into  the  characters  of 
oflicers  and  soldiers ; and  that  he  received  most 
of  the  lists  from  Wilson,  who  told  him,  he 
believed  if  tbe  late  duke  of  Ormond  were  to 
couie  over,  and  lord  Cadogan  were  shot,  the 
soldiers  mentioned  in  those  lists,  would  readily 
join  Ormond  in  favour  of  the  Pretender. 

That  Wilson  made  most  of  the  marks, 
against  the  names,  to  explain  what  men  might 
or  might  not  be  confided  in  ; from  which  cir- 
cumstance your  Committee  observe,  that  there 
were  persons  in  those  lists,  whom  the  Pre- 
tender's friends  coold  not  confide  in.  He  told 
the  Committee,  that  Roath  or  Roach  in  the 
list  No.  15.  against  whose  name  is  set  1,000, 
is  one  whom  he  doesnot  know,  but  that  Mur- 
phey told  him  tlie  said  Roath  or  Roach  was  a 
person  of  great  interest  in  Staffordshire,  and 
able  to  raise  1,000  men.  That  the  paper 
No.  11.  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  writ  “ In- 

Suire  of  North  and  Grey,”  as  a memorandum 
>r  inquiring  of  the  said  lord  whether  he  knew 
comet  Redding  in  the  service  abroad. 

Being  shewn  the  two  lists  endorsed  Briquett’s 
list,  ana  lord  Yarmouth’s  list,  he  says  Briquett 
is  an  eminent  tobacconist  in  the  city,  that 
the  said  two  lists  only  contain  names  of  a jury 
for  arelntinii’scnuse,  but  that  lie  intendedto  shew 
those  two.  lists  to  lord  Orrery  and  lord  North 
nud  Grey,  ns  containing  an  account  of  men  to 
he  raised  for  the  Pretender’s  service,  in  order 
to  magnify  to  those  lords  the  number  of  the 
Pretender's  friends. 

Being  asked  by  the  Committee,  what  wo3  tlie 
occasion  of  his  taking  away  his  papers  from 
Mrs.  Mason's,  when  he  went  down  to  Epping, 
and  what  papers  lie  at  that  time  took  out ; lie 
said  lie  only  took  out  a paper  containing  a 
transcript  of  the  prince  of  Orange’s  declam- 
tion,  and  some  other  memorandum  papers.  He 
farther  added,  that  he  was  to  have  gone  to  lord 
North  and  Grey's  to  dinner  the  day  that  lie 
was  taken  up,  and  that  lie  sent  his  servant  to 
the  said  lord’s,  to  let  him  know  be  was  arrest- 
ed for  High  Treason,  that  his  lordship  might 
not  be  surprised  at  his  not  coming,  and  like- 
wise that  his  lordship  might  provide  for  his  own 
security ; and  before  the  lords  he  said,  that  he 
thought  it  reasonable  to  send  this  notice  to  lord 
North  and  Grey,  apprehending  that  the  go- 
vernment would  seize  the  said  lord  immediately, 
on  account  of  what  had  passed  between  bis 
lordship  and  him. 

It  appears  to  vour  Committee,  that  lord 
North  Bmi  Grey  did,  in  pursuance  of  this  mes- 
sage from  Layer,  endeavour  to  provide  for  his 
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tent  tliat  message  to  lord  North  and  Grey  on 
Tuesday  the  18th  of  September,  the  day  that 
he  was  taken  into  custody ; and.  Hugh  Floyd, 
his  lordship’s  servant,  who  attended  him' to 
Portsmouth,  has  declared,  that  lord  North  and 
Grey  caine  to  town  from  Eppiuk  ou  Wednes- 
day the  19th  of  September  (which  wns  the  day 
after  his  receiving  this  message  from  Layer.) 
Tliat  his  lordship  did  not  go  to  his  own  house, 
but  to  ilie  King's  Arms  tavern  in  Paul’s  Churcln 
yard  and  there  dismissed  him,  Floyd,  with 
orders  to  meet  him  at  four  in  the  morning  on 
the  Friday  following,  over  against  >st.  James's 
Church  in  Picndilly.  That  his  lordship  came 
at  the  time  nnd  place  appointed,  in  a hired 
conch  and  six,  without  servants,  and  ordered 
the  conclmina  to  drive  ou  to  Kensington,  and 
then  to  Brentford,  anti  so  on  from  town  to 
town,  and  bid  him,  Hugh  Floyd,  have  nothing 
to  say  to  any  body,  nor  take  any  notice  that  he 
was  travelling  with  his  lordship ; so  that  in  the 
whole  journey  to  Portsmouth,  he  remembered 
no  cowu  but  Kensington,  Brentford  and  Eghnm. 
That  the  second  mottling  his  lordship  proccedod 
ou  liis  journey,  with  hired  saddle  horses,  with-  , 
out  boots,  with  a guide,  nnd  several  other 
minute  circumstances,  which  may  be  seen  in 
the  examination  of  Hugh  Floyd,  and  others,  in 
relation  to  his  lordship’s  journey  to  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  to  the  manner  of  lus  endeavouring 
to  escape  from  thence ; which  serve  to  shew 
the  precipitancy  of  his  lordship’s  flight,  and  of 
what  importance  he  thought  it  to  take  advan- 
tage as  soon  as  possible  of  the  notice  given  him 
by  Layer. 

Layer  being  asked  by  the  Committee  ftoin 
whom  he  received  the  names  found  in  his  own 
hand-writing  nmung  bis  papers,  viz. 

Digby  - - Dillon  Orrery  - - Burford 

Regent  - - Steele  Tories  — Tanners 

Wiggs  - - VVuggs  Rogers  - - Pluttket 

said,  the  names  of  some  persons  w hom  he  had 

occasion  to  mention  in  his  letters  to  sir  William 
.Ellis,  not  being  inserted  in  the  cypher  be  had 
from  Ellis,  he  applied  to  Plunket  now  in  cus- 
tody, to  know  by  what  names  hr  should  denote 
those  persons,  and  that  Plunket  gave  him  the 
six  fictitious  names  above-mentioned';  which 
names  the  Committee  find  frequently  repeated 
in  Plunket’s  letters  nnd  •papers.  Being  asked 
if  Plunket  ever  explained  to  him  who  were 
meant  by  Burford's  club  (an.  expression  which 
is  ofeen  used  by  Plunket  in  his  letters  to  Dillon, 
ns  will  he  observed  in  its  place)  he  said,  that 
Plunket  bad  told  him,  it  was  an  appellation 
made  use  of  by  the  Pretender  nnd  his  agents, 
to  denote  a club  of  Tory  Lords  nnd  others,  of 
which  club  lord  Orrery  was  Chairman.  That 
Plunket  had  named  to  him  several  persons  •■!' 
distinction,  ns  members  of  that  club,  whose 
names  Layer  repented  to  the  Committee,  as 
contained  in  his  examination,  annexed  to  this 
report.  But  the  Committee  think  n n justice 
due  to  several  of  the  persons  named  by  Laver, 
to  observe  that  the  matters  asserted  of  Bur- 
ford’s  club  in  Pluukct’s  letters^  seem  Utterly  in- 


consistent with  the  known  characters  of  some  of : 
those  persons. 

Layer  being  asked  by  the  Committee,  whe-  ' 
titer  he  ever  was  employed  by  Plunket  to  Iran*.  ! 
act  business  with  this  or  any  other  club,  in 
Pluoket's  absence  (which  appears  to  the  Com-  f 
mittee  to  be  asserted  in  one  of  Plnnket's  let- 1 
tera)  he  absolutely  denied  it,  but  admitted  that , 
he  went  often  to  visit  lord  Orrery,  nnd  had  fre- 
! quoin  conversations  with  him  relating  to  the 
Pretender’s  affairs,  and  the  necessity  of  foreign 
assistance.  And  thnt  Mr.  Swortfegger,  lord 
Orrery's  secretary,  came  to  him  once  and  told 
him,  thnt  lord  Orrery  had  left  a note  in  writing, 
that  if  Layer  came  to  town,  he  should  coma 
down  to  lord  Orrery's  in  the  country ; which 
iuvitation  he  understood  to  be  with  an  inten- 
tion of  their  discoursing  more  at  leisure  about 
the  Pretender's  affair*,  having  never  had  any 
business  with  lord  Otrery  in  the  way  of  his  pro- 
fession, nor  any  other  private  business,  that 
could  give  occasion  to  such  a message  ; but 
that  lie  did  not  go  down  at  that  time. 

The  Committee  observe,  that  a paper  of 
Memorandums  was  taken  in  the  hook-case  of 
Swortfegger,  secretary  to  lord  Orrery,  which  he 
declared  to  the  lords  on  his  examination,  to  be 
lord  Orrery's  own  writing,  in  which  this  message 
to  Layer  is  contained,  nnd  Swortfegger  owned, 
that  he  delivered  this  message  to  Layer,  and 
that  lie  had  sometimes  seen  Layer  at  his  lord- 

Laytr  being  shewn  by  the  Committee  a let- 
ter taken  among  his  papers  signed  J.  Plunket,  I 
and  dnted  tin  8th  of  November  1720,  owned 
that  he  received  tliat  letter  in  Norfolk  from 
Plunket  now  in  custody ; that  it  relates  to  the 
Pretender's  affiiirs;  that  by  l'luiikei's  friend  in  I 
the  said  letter  is  meant,  as  he  believes,  Dillon  ; I 
and  by  his  Law-suit,  the  Pretender's  cause ; iu  | 
which  sense  the  Committee  find  the  word  Law-  j 
suit  frequently  made  use  of  in  others  of  the  in-  j 
tercepted  letters.  Layer  further  owned,  that 
Plunket  gave  his  wife  a letter  of  recommenda- 
tion to  general  Dillon,  when  she  went  to  Paris, 
which  letter  was  signed  Rogers. 

Being  asked  by  the  Committee,  whether 
Plunket  hnd  any  conferences  with  the  Preten- 
der or  his  agents, 'during  their  stay  at  Rome,  or 
hnd  owned  tn  him  his  being  employed  by  the 
Pretender  iu  liuglnnd,  lie  said  thnt  Plunket  had 
two  private  cohfereoci-s  with  the  Pretender,  I 
nnd  conversed  often  with  Francis  Kennedy, 
secretary  to  the  Pretender,  nnd  with  others  of 
his  agents  at  Rome;  ilrat  Flunk*  t lias  fre- 
quently owned. to  him,  ibat  he  was  employed  in 
the  Pretender’s  affairs,  but  never  explained  to 
him  bv  which  of  the  Pretender’s  agents  parti- 
cularly, nnd  thnt  he.  Layer,  never  opened  him- 
self to  Pluuket  in  relation  to  the  Pretender's 
affairs,  after  their  return  front  Rome. 

Yet  the  Cominiltce  observe,  that  Plunket,  in 
his  letters  to  Dillon,  speaks  frequently  ol  him- 
self os  privy  to  Layer’s  treasonable  transactions,  I 
and  grounds  his  recommendation  of  Mrs.  Layer,  | 
on  his  knowledge  of  her  husband’s  merit  and 
industry  in  the  service  of  the  Pretender. 
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They  likewise  observe  that  Layer  owns  lie  re- 
ceived the  names  of  Digby,  Burford,  &c.  from 
Plunket,  since  liis  return  from  Rome  ; which 
they  think  plainly  implies,  that  Plunket  ami  he 
were  privy  to  each  other's  treasonable  corres- 
pondence. 

The  several  particulars  above  mentioned 
contain  the  substance  of  whatLayer  confessed 
on  his  examinations  before  the  lords  and  be- 
fore your  Committee  ; and  after  this  long  ac- 
count given  by' him,  in  which  there  appear  so 
many  and  such  convincing  proofs  of  the  con- 
spiracy in  general,  your  Committee  think  it 
proper  to  observe,  that  though  lie  affected  n 
great  openness  and  frankness,  when  such  ques- 
tions were  put  to  him  as  tended  only  to  a ge- 
neral discovery,  to  accuse  himself,  or  such  as  lie 
knew  were  escaped  and  lied  out  of  the  king- 
dom, yet  when  such  questions  were  put  to  him, 
as  he  apprehended  might  affect  or  discover  any 
others  of  the  conspirators,  he  always  gave  an- 
swers with  great  shyness  and  reserve  ; and  this 
care  to  say  as  little  as  possible  that  might  affect 
others  in  a criminal,  way,  joined  with  a desire 
to  seem  candid  and  ingenuous,  often  produced 
the  inconsistencies,  and  contradictions,  upon 
which  the  Committee  have  thought  it  tlicir 
duty  to  make  the  foregoing  observations. 

Your  Committee  will  now  proceed  to  lay 
before  you,  what  they  have  been,  able  to  collect 
from  the  papers  and  examinations  of  John 
Plunket,  whose  treasonable  practices  aud  cor- 
respondences, as  has  been  observed  before 
appear  to  be  so  closely  connected  with  those  of 
Layer,  that  they  give  great  light  aud  confirma- 
tion to  each  other. 

The  Committee  observe  from  a careful  pe- 
rusal of  the  letters  and  cyphers  seized  at  Plun- 
ket's  lodgings,  that  he  not  only  of  late,  but  for 
many  years  past,  lias  been  employed  in  carrying 
on  several  treasonable  correspondences  with 
persons  of  high  rank  and  distinction  abroad; 
that  a very  great  share  of  confidence  has  been 
placed  in  hienbythe  Pretender,  and  several  of 
the  most  considerable  agents  for  him  ; and  that 
he  has  been  a principal  actor  in  the  late  horrid 
conspiracy,  and  too  much,  as  they  have  reason 
to  lielieve,  concerned  in  the  blackest  part  of  it, 
and  though  the  evidence  against  him,  iu  several 

Eticulars,  is  most  full  and  undeniable,  yet  bis 
aviour  on  his  examination  was  so  hardened 
and  obstinate,  and  attended  with  bnre  faced 
prevarications  and  falshnods,  that  the  Com- 
mittee are  very  much  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
of  his  guilt,  from  the  pains  he  took  to  deny 
with  solemn  imprecations  the  most  evident 

Layer  confessed  to  the  Lords,  that  Plunket 
recommended  Wilson  to  him  as  a man  of  in- 
tegrity ; that  Plunket  went  by  the  name  of 
Rogers  in  Italy  and  since,  and  signed  the  letter 
which  lie  gave  Mrs.  Layer  for  general  Dillon, 
by  the  name  of  Rogers.  But  the  Committee 
observe,  that  Layer  let  them  remain  in  the 
error  of  believing  that  Plunket’s  Christian  name 
was  James,  till  the  question  was  put  to  him,  on 
bis  second  examination,  in.such  a manner,  that 
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he  found  the  Committee  was  already  apprised 
of  his  true  name,  which  be  then  owned  to  be 
John.  He  farther  owned,  as  has  been  observed 
above,  that  Plunket  received  a letter  under 
the  Pretender's  own  hand  ut  Rome,  was  twice 
in  private  conference  with  the  Pretender,  con- 
versed with  Kennedy  and  other  agents  of  the 
Pretender,  had  assured  him,  Layer,  of  a good 
reception  at  Rome,  was  kindly  spoken  of  by  the 
Pretender,  had  owned  to  Layer  his  being  em- 
ployed in  the  Pretender’s  service,  and  his  cor- 
responding with  Dillon,  writ  to  Layer  in  Nor- 
folk in  relation  to  the  Pretender’s  affairs,  and 
gave  Layer  fictitious  names  for  Dillon,  lord 
Orrery,  the  Regent, &c.  and  among  the  rest  the 
name  of  Rogers  to  denote  him,  Plunket : which 
fictitious  names  the  Committee  find  all  of  them 
frequently  used  in  Plunket’s  papers. 

It  appears  farther  to  the  Committee  from 
depositions  upon  oath  of  Matthew  Plunket,  iliac 
John  Plunket  came  to  him  in  July  last  from 
Layer,  to  desire  him  to  meet  Layer  at  th.a 
Italian  Coffee  house  in  Russel  Court,  and 
named  to  him  the  same  persons,  as  ready  to 
bead  an  insurrection,  who  were  at  some  other 
time  named  to  the  said  Matthew  Plunket,  by 
Layer,  on  the  Eame  occasion. 

That  lie  farther  asked  Matthew  Plunket, 
whether. he  was  well  acquainted  iu  the  army 
among  the  soldiers,  to  which  lie  replied,  he 
knew  many  of  them  that  had  been  with  him  in 
Spain  and  ut  Preston.  That  John  Plunket  then 
told  him,  lie  came  from  Mr.  Layer,  and  under 
the  arch  going  into  Drury  Lane  desired  him  to 
pick  out  as  many  serjeants  as  lie  knew  in  the 
gunrds,  to  recommend  them  to  Mr.  Layer. 
That  the  next  time  he  saw  Matthew  Plunket, 
which  was  in  two  or  three  days,  he  invited  him 
to  his  chambers,  and  there  told  him  Mr. 
Layer  was  a very  good  man,  and  the  only  one 
lie  could  depend  on  to  do  him  service  ; that  the 
design  on  which  lie,  Matthew  Plunket,  was  t* 
introduce  the  soldiers  to  Layer’s  acquaintance, 
was  to  serve  the  Pretender  by  disciplining  the 
mob,  who  were  to  rise  in  liis  favour.  And 
that  all  the  transactions  of  John  Plunket  with 
him,  Matthew  Plunket,  were,  to  engage  him  in 
person,  and  by  his  acquaintance  among  the 
soldiers,  to  serve  the  Pretender : That  John 
PlUnket  meeting  him  afterwards  in  Covent 
Garden,  asked  him  wliat  be  had  done,  to 
which  he  replied,  he  went  on  very  well,  and 
John  Plunket  hid  him  go  and  tell  Mr;  Layer. 

Matthew  Plunket  farther  deposes,  that 
John  Plunket  told  him,  the  business  (meaning 
the  invasion  and  rchellion)  had  been  done  be- 
fore, but  that  the  French  ambassador  wrote  to 
the  Regent,  and  the  Regent  wrote  it  to  king 
George  (or  words  to  that  effect)  and  it  was 
upon  that  account  the  army  was  sent  to 

Dr.  Blackerby  Fairfax  has  deposed  upon  oath, 
tlint  being  in  company  with  Plunket  and  one 
Jefferyes,  Jefferye?  among  other  discourse  said, 
Plunket,  give  the  doctor  a commission,  adding 
Plunket  has  commissions,  which  Fairfax  under- 
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rentier;  but  that  Plunket  answered,  The 
doctor  does  not  wear  a sword. 

The  Committee  observe,  that  among  Plun- 
ket’s Papers  was  found  a large  cypher  of 
names,  with  fictitious  names  over  against  them, 
sworn  to  be  nil  in  Plunket’s  own  hand  writing, 
which  cypher  tallies  with,  and  explains  an 
original  letter  of  the  23d  of  July  1722,  directed 
to  Mr.  Digby  tit  Paris,  and  signed  | J. 
. Rogers,  which  was  stopt  at  the  Post  office, 
and  is  likewise  sworn  to  be  Plunket’s  hand- 
writing. And  severul  other  letters  directed  to 
Digby  nnd  signed  J.  Rogers,  having  likewise 
been  opened  and  copied  at  the  post  office,  aud 
then  sent  forwards,  the  clerks'  who  were  em- 
ployed in  copying  them  have  sworn,  that  to 
the  best  of  their  memory  and  belief,  the  ori- 
ginals of  the  said  letters  were  all  writ  in  the 
same  hnud  with  that  of  the  23d  of  July,  which 
was  stopped,  and  is  swom  to  be  Plunket’s  hand- 
writing j and  the  said  copies  of  letters  treat 
of  the  same  matters  as  the  other,  and  contain 
the  same  fictitious  names  which  ore  found  in 
the  cypher  sworn  to  be  in  Plunket’s  harnl- 

The  Committee  are  informed,  that  it  wns 
thought  proper  to  stop  but  one  of  the  uriginal 
letters  from  Plunket,  and  to  suffer  the  others 
to  go  on,  because  it  was  judged  that  one  was 
sufficient  to  discover  the  writer  ; nnd  that  the 
permitting  the  correspondence  to  be  continued, 
might  help  the  government  to  farther  lights  in 
this  affair. 

The  Committee  likewise  observe,  that  there 
was  found  among  his  papers  an  original  letter 
signed  Dighy,  dated  the  20th  of  May,  1722, 
which  is  sworn  by  the  clerks  of  the  Post  Office 
to  be  the  same  which  they  opened  and  took  a 
copy  of,  and  which  wns  directed  to  Mr.  James 
Rogers,  at  Mr.  Arthur's,  banker,  iu  London, 
though  the  direction  is  since  torn  off.  From 
this  direction  your  Committee  observe,  that 
his  Christian  name  was  disguised  as  well  as  his 
surname.  The  receipt  of  this  letter  is  acknow- 
ledged in  the  copy  of  one  to  Digby,  signed  J. 
Rogers,  and  dated  the  21st  of  May,  O.  S.  1722. 

The  Committee  observe  that  th'e  original  let- 
ter signed  Digby  is  in  the  same  hand  with  ano- 
ther, signed  Dixwell,  found  also  among  Plun- 
ket’s  papers,  and  owned  by  Layer  to  be  the 
very  letter  shewn  him  by  Plunket  at  Antwerp, 
as  from  general  Dillon  ; that  the  letter  signed 
Digby  is  also  in  the  same  hand  with  nnotber 
letter  signed  A.  D.  and  directed  to  Robert  Dil- 
lon, esq.;  which,  us  your  Committee  are  inform- 
ed, wns  taken  on  one  Blunt,  a Popish  priest, 
coining  over  from  France,  and  owned  by  Blunt 
to  be  from  general  Dillon  to  his  nephew.  And 
the  Committee  farther  observe,  that  these  three 
letters  signed  Digby,  Dixwell,  and  A.  D.  are  in 
the  same  hand  with  another  signed  C.  Howell, 
found  aiso  among  Plunket’s  papers;  which 
name  of  Howell  is  explained  in  Plunket's  cypher 
to  mean  Glasgow,  whom  the  Committee  see 
reason  to  believe  to  be  Christopher  Glascock, 
an  Irish  officer  in  Dillon’s  regiment,  who  ap- 
pears to  be  employed  by  Dillon  in  writing  the 
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treasonable  letters  signed  by  Dillon  himself,  as 
well  as  in  writing  others  of  the  same  kind, 
signed  by  fictitious  names,  belonging  to  him, 
Glascock. 

The  Committee  observe,  that  in  the  copy  of 
the  letter  signed  J.  Rogers,  directed  to  Digby, 
and  dated  the  5th  of  July,  1722,  the  person 
who  writ  that  letter,  says,  that  his  fellow-tra- 
veller’s wife  parted  hence  the  day  before  for 
Paris, nnd  that  he  gave  her  a letter  to  him,Digby, 
which  agrees  with  Layer’s  confession  that  Plun- 
ket  did  give  Mrs.  Layer  a letter  of  recommen- 
dation to  Dillon,  signed  Rogers,  and  that  be 
received  from  Plunket  the  name  of  Digby  to 
denote  general  Dillon,  which  name  was  also 
confirmed  to  Layer  by  lord  Orrery  to  mean 
Dillon.  But  thnt  Dillon  went  by  the  name  of 
Digby  is  put  pnst  all  doubt,  by  a discovery  made 
byJMr.  Craufiird.his  Majesty’s  resident  at  Paris, 
who  being  ordered  to  discover  the  person  meant  | 
by  that  name,  made  use  of  the  following  con- 
trivance, mentioned  thus  in  his  own  letter. 

“ I Imve  jost  now  found  out  who  Mr.  Digby 

is.  I folded  up  a paper  m the  form  of  a letter 
nnd  sealed  it,  and  directed  it  to  Mr.  Digby  at 
Paris:  then  wrapt  it  up  iu  a piece  of  waste 
paper,  with  a memorandum  in  it,  to  be  inform-  I 
ed  at  Mr.  Waters’s,  banker,  in  Christin e-street, 

in  what  part  of  Paris  Mr.  Digby  lived.  I gave 

it,  thus  made  up,  to  a sharp  young  fellow  who  | 
speaks  both  French  and  English,  and  ordered 
him  to  go  booted,  and  a little  dieted,  to  Mr. 
Waters’s,  to  open  before  him  the  slmm  letter 
and  read  his  memorandum,  aud  to  shew  him 
tiie  direction  of  the  letter,  and  to  desire  him,  at 
the  same  time,  to  semi  somebody  with  him,  to 
conduct  him  to  the  place  where  it  was  to  he  de- 
livered; that  as  soon  as  he  should  come  to  the  ] 
door,  where  he  was  to  deliver  it,  he  should  pre- 
tend to  have  left  a packet  at  home,  and  mak- 
ing as  if  he  would  go  back  to  fetch  that  packet,  I 
he  should  slip  awnr  from  the  person  who  shew-  I 
ed  him  thither.  1'lie  thing  succeeded  better  | 
than  I expected,  for  Waters  was  not  at  home,  I 
and  my  man  acted  his  part  so  well,  that  1 
Waters'schicf  book-keeper,  without  giving  him-  | 
self  the  trouble  of  going,  wrote  the  direction  for  I 
him- upon  my  sham  letter,  in  the  manner  your  I 
excellency  will  see  inthe  inclosed.  The  book-  I 
keeper  was  very  desirous  to  have  the  letter  in  I 
order  to  deliver  it  himself,  hut  iny  man  insisted  I 
to  deliver  it  with  his  own  hand,  and  answered  I 
boldly  to  some  questions  which  the  book-keeper  I 
asked  him,  pretending  he  was  to  retnrn  the 
next  day  for  England.”  The  direction  writ  by  I 
Mr.  Waters’s  book-keeper,  under  the  name 
ofDigby,was,“A  Monsieur  Dillon, Rue  Colons  f 
bier,  a l'Hotel  d'Holande,”  which, as  yourCom-  I 
miuee  are  informed,  is  the  ordinary  residence  i 
of  lieutenant  gener.il  Dillon. 

Upon  this  discovery  notice  was  sent  from 
France,  by  Dillon  and’  his  agents,  to  his  cor-* 
respondents  in  England,  to  forbid  them  making  j 
use  any  more  of  that  fictitious  name,  as  shall 
be  more  fully  taken  notice  of  hereafter  in  thi* 

NotwitlistandingaJl  this  evidence  ofPlunket’s 
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corresponding  with  Dillon,  when  he  was  exa- 
mined lie  denied  his  knowing  general  Dillon,  or 
his  having  ever  exchanged  a letter  with  Dillon 
or  his  secretary  in  his  life ; he  denied  the  letter 
to  Digby  of  the  23rd  of  July,  stopped  at  the 
post-office,  and  the  cypher  found  at  his  lodg- 
ings, to  be  his  own  hand-writing;  he  denied  the 
receipt  of  the  letters  from  Howell,  Dixwell,  and 
l*‘gby,  found  among  ids  papers  ; but  owned  he 
had  once  received  a letter  from  one  Farelly,  a 
Popish  priest,  formerly  governor  to  the  duke  of 
Berwick’s  children,  signed  by  the  name  of  Dig- 
by, and  relating  to  stocks  of  Nicholas  Wogan’s 
and  others.  The  Committee  observe,  that  in 
this  prevaricating  answer  he  was  labouring  to 
account  for  the  meaning  of  the  word  Stocks, 
which  is  mentioned  in  the  letter  from  Digby, 
but  will  be  shewn  in  the  sequel  of  this  Report, 
to  be  meant  in  a very  different  sense  from  its 
natural  import,  and  to  mean  the  conspiracy 
only ; and  in  Plunket’s  own  cypher  the  ficti- 
tious word.  Brokers,  is  explained  Agents.  Upon 
pressing  him  farther  to  see  if  he  would  own  the 
correspondence  with  Dillon,  and  acknowledge 
the  letters  the  Committee  bad  such  full  evi- 
dence were  his,  they  found,  that  in  order  to 
avoid  the  owning  it,  lie  run  himself  in  such  an 
evident  absurdity  and  inconsistency,  as  appears 
to  them  a strong  argument  of  his  guilt. 

He  affirmed  the  cypher  (which  is  sworn  to  be 
his  own  hand-writing)  to  belong  to  one  Hugh 
Thomas,  formerly  of  the  herald's-offtce,  who 
had  lodged  in  the  same  house  with  himself ; 
that  he  had  heard  this  Hugh  Thomas  own,  in 
company  with  Neynoe,  that  lie  corresponded 
with  Dillon;  that  Hugh  Thomas  went  by  the 
name  of  Rogers,  and  that  he,  Plunket,  found 
this  cypher,  and  several  letters  directed  to  Ro- 
gers, among  Hugh  Thomas’s  old  books  and 
papers.  Being  asked,  whether  Hugh  Thomas 
ever  signed  Plunket,  he  said,  not  to  his  know- 
ledge, and  then  he  endeavoured  to  impose  on 
the'  Committee,  by  telling  them  his  own  true  i 
name  was  Plucknett.  Being  asked  what  was 
become  of  this  Thomas,  he  said  he  had  been 
dead  a year  and  a half,  and  that  be,  Plunket, 
could  not  keep  him  alive.  But  the  Committee 
observe,  that  the  original  letter  to  Digby,  signed 
J.  Rogers,  is  dated  the  23rd  of  July  last,  and 
et  is  in  the  same  hand  with  that  cypher,  which 
e pretends  to  be  the  writing  of  a man  who  has 
been  dead  a year  and  a half.  They  observe 
likewise,  that  the  letter  from  Digby  directed  to 
Rogers  is  dated  the  20tb  of  May,  1722,  and 
thnt  most  of  the  letters  directed  to  Rogers 
(which  Plunket  pretends  were  writ  to  Hugh 
Thomas)  had  the  name  of  Rogers  blotted  out, 
and  that  of  John  Flunket  writ  over  it,  and  yet 
he  owns,  he  never  knew  that  Thomas  went  by 
the  name  of  Plunket ; besides  which  it  is  noto- 
rious, that  Plunket  himself  went  by  the  name 
of  Rogers  in  Italy,  and  Layer  has  owned  not 
only  that  Plunket  went  by  that  name,  but  that 
he  signed  Mrs.  Layer’s  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion to  Dillon  by  the  name  of  Rogers,  and  also 
gave  bim, -Layer,  the  name  of  Rogers  to  denote 
himself,  at  the  same  time  that  he  gave  him  the 
name  of  Digltyuftarigenejialt@fibm.by  tiio  Cnlvcrsit 


Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  thnt  these 
circumstances  laid  together,  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  but  that  Plunket  writ  and  received  the 
letters  above  mentioned  ; the  contents  of  which 
will  be  explained  in  their  place. 

Plunket  being  shewn  a letter  without  direc- 
tion, signed  N.  Wogan,  enclosing  a cypher, 
which  is  called  in  the  letter  the  duke  of  Ber- 
wick’s key,  he  said,  this  letter  and  cypher  like- 
wise belonged  to  Hugh  Thomas,  who)  he  said, 
corresponded  with  the  duke  of  Berwick  about 
getting  subscriptions  to  a book ; which  matter, 
the  Committee  observe,  neither  needed  any 
cypher,  nor  could  well  be  treated  of  by  the 
help  of  that.  They  likewise  take  notice,  that 
Plunket  owned  the  receiving  a letter  from  Dig- 
by in  relation  to  the  said  Wogan’s  stocks,  and 
tb*l  Wogan  is  inserted  in  Plunket’s  own  cypher 
by  the  name  of  Xoland,  which  circumstances 
make  it  probable  he  did  correspond  with  Wo- 
gan. 

There  is  one  farther  particular  relating  to 
this  cypher,  which  the  Committee  think  it  pro- 
per to  remark  to  the  House,  which  is  that 
Plunket,  while  he  was  in  custody,  desired  a cer- 
tain book  might  be  brought  to  him  from  his 
lodgings,  but  the  messenger’s  w ife,  searching 
the  hook  before  she  delivered  it,  has  deposed 
upon  oath,  that  she  found  in  it  this  letter  from 
N.  Wogan ; and  as  the  Committee  are  inform- 
ed, that  most  of  his  other  cyphers  and  papers 
were  found  bid  in  the  leaves  of  his  books,  they 
think  it  probable,  that  be  singled  out  this  book 
in  hopes  of  recovering  and  destroying  the  cy- 
pher that  serves  to  explain  his  letters;  the  con- 
tents of  which  the  Committee  will  nowproceed 
to  lay  before  the  House : and,  to  avoid  repetition 
of  names,  wherever  they  can,  will  make  use 
of  the  real  names  found  in  bis  cypher,  instead 
of  the  fictitious  ones,  by  which  they  are  ex- 
pressed in  his  letters  annexed  to  this  report. 

Among  his  papers  was  fouud  the  foul  draught 
of  a letter,  dated  March  the  22d,  1721,  and 
directed  to  Mr.  Jackson,  which  in  his  own  cy- 
pher i9  explained  the  Pretender.  In  this  foul 
draught  (which  is  sworn  to  be  his  hand-writing) 
are  the  following  passages. 

“ I look,  Sir,  on  your  law  suit  to  be  in  such 
a forwardness,  that  a speedy  and  happy  repli- 
cation must  inevitably  ensue;  the  Woegs  as 
well  as  the  Tanners  (which  names  he  explained 
to  Layer  to  denote  the  Whigs  and  Tories)  seem 
convinced  that  nothing  less  can  redress  their 
ruin ; nay  the  latter  is  apprehensive  the  former 
will  compliment  you  with  it  on  your  own  terms 
in  order  to  engross  your  favour  for  the  future. 
The  precepts  my  friend  and  I gave  in  lately, 
have  contributed  much  to  this  emulation ; we 
have  mure  to  give  in,  and  if  they  improve  them 
as  they  have  the  former,  you  will  have  a good 
game  on  it.”  The  words  Replication  and  Pre- 
cepts are  not  found  in  his  cypher,  but  the  sense 
of  the  former  may  easily  be  guessed  at. 

He  afterwards  adds:  “ The  gentleman  I men- 
tioned to  you  formerly,  is  come  out  of  the 
country,  with  instructions  to  wait  on  you,  and 
tender  you  their  service;  he  offers  to  bear  my 
of  Smirliamptni-I  l.ifiriiry  Digitisation  I. nit 
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expeoces  if  I go  with  him : ns  I take  it  that  my 

fame  will  he  of  more  use  than  my  staying  now, 
believe  I shall  accept  of  his  offer.”  In  ano- 
ther foul  draught  of  the  same  letter,  he  says 
(us  has  been  before  observed)  “ There  is  one 
sets  out  from  Norfolk  in  a few  days,  to  let  you 
know  the  Tunners  will  stand  by  yuu  on  occasion 
and  offers  to  benr  my  expences ; so  that  I shall 
wait  on  you,  anil  have  the  satisfaction  to  tell 
you  by  word  of  mouth  what  will  be  acceptable, 
llo  carries  the  list  with  him.”  And  in  heads 
or  minutes  of  the  same  lettbr,  lid  says,  “ Wag 
and  Tanner  will  equally  concur. — My  frieud 
will  wait  on  you  to  tender  their  service — Uur 
Message  will  pin  the  basket — You  may  linve 
daily  messages  of  this  kind;  you  will  be 
courted;  it  is  the  English  way — 

The  Committee  think  it  unnecessary  to  re- 
peat here,  how  inconsistent  these  accounts. of 
Layer's  journey  are  with  those  given  by  Layer 
himself,  and  how  stronglv  they  contradict  Plun- 
ket’s  hold  asseveration,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
Lnyer’s  intending  to  go  to  Home,  before  they 
set  out. 

Another  foul  draught  of  a letter  waB  found 
among  Plunkei's  papers,  and  is  sworn  to  be 
bis  hand-writing ; the  matter  of  which  appears 
to  your  Committee  very  remarkable.  It  is  not 
dated  nor  directed,  but  appears  plainly  to  have 
been  writ  the  beginning  of  the  last  year ; and 
in  it  are  the  following  passages.  “ l bad  four 
of  count  Bntlimar's  letters  since  my  last  to  yon, 
Mr.  Burfnrd  had  them  all,  bis  clerk  gave  me  to 

understand  they  were  sent  to  Mr.  Jos This 

made  me  not  to  trouble  you.  This  only  to  wish 
you  a happy  new  year.  I hope  it  wdl  hrmg 
the  law  suit  to  bear,  afore  it  w ill  end  ; if  they 
would  have  courage  and  integrity,  they  may 
walk  K.  George  out  afore  Lady-day  next' — 
(and  in  another  part  he  says,  afore  May  come) 
“ He  is  weary  of  them,  and  thinks  no  more  of 
staying  among  them."  If  appears  from  this 
paper,  that  Plunkei  had  conveyed  copies  of  some 
fetters  of  count  Bothnia  r's  iolord  Orrery.  That 
lord  Orrery's  clerk  had  given  him  to  understand, 
those  letters  were  sent  to  the  Pretender  (from 
whence  it  may  he  concluded,  that  either  lord 
Orrery  or  his  clerk  had  a direct  correspondence 
wiih  the. Pretender)  and  that  Plonker  was  privy 
to  some  design  for  walking  K.  George  out  (ns 
be  calls  it)  which  design  required  courage  and 
integrity,  and  was  to  have  been  executed  either 
before  Ludy-day,  which  was  during  the  elections, 
or  by  the  beginning  of  May,  which  was  the  se- 
cond period  fixed  (as  lias  been  observed)  for 
beginning  the  insurrection.  Simon  Swortfegger, 
secretary  to  lord  Orrery,  owned  upon  bis  exa- 
mination before  the  lords,  that  be  was  acquaint- 
ed with  Plunket,  and  bad  been  in  company 
with  him  anti  Laver  at  Mr.  Aaron  Thompson's 
chambers.  Arid’ Plunket  owned  to  the  Com- 
mittee bis  being  acquainted  with  Swortfegger. 
and  bis  -having  been  in  company  with  him  and 
Layer  at  Laver’s  house,  but  denied  bis  know- 
ing any  thing  of  the  foul  draughts  of  the  letters 
above  mentioned. 

Plunket  in  bis  letter  to  Digby  of  the  21st  of 
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May,  says,  “ I hope  in  a little  time  Mr.  Joseph 
(which  Layer  owned  to  be  the  Pretender)  will 
he  the  ministry’s  only  refuge.  Burford  (whom 
Layer  declared  likewise  to  be  Orrery)  and  his 
club  seem  to  think  so ; they  will  have  a finger 
in  the  pye  if  they  can  ; I know  they  can  come 
in  for  a good  share  in  it,  if  they  can  have  a 
little  concert  and  regulation;  there  are  those 
that  will  undertake  to  do  the  job  in  twelve 
hours  time;  a little  time  will  shew  whether 
they  will  give  fitting  encouragement;  if  two  or 
three  is  taken  off,  no  matter  how,  king  George 
will  go  off,  by  hook  or  by  crook,  and  of  course 
the  Lowty  will  be  for  Joseph  : this  has  been 
communicated  to  your  friends. 

What  is  meant  by  the  Lowty,  does  not  appear 
by  bis  cypher,  but  by  the  sense  and  the  alpha- 
betical order  of  the  cypher,  itis  not  improbable 
but  it  may  mean  the  ministry. 

Whether  the  job  that  was  ready  to  he  un- 
dertaken on  fitting  encouragement,  and  to  be 
perlortned  in  twelve, hours  time,  relates  to  the 
rash  enterprise  for  surprising  the  city  of  London 
which  has  been  already  taken  notice  of,  or  to 
the  wicked  and  execrable  design  for  seizing 
and  destroying  his  Majesty’s  sacred  person,  of 
which  mention  is  expressly  made  in  two  sub- 
sequent letters  of  Plunket's,  is  left  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House. 

But  the  Committee,  from  comparing  the 
memorandum  at  the  end  of  the  paperof  resolu- 
tions, in  the  following  characters  Dis.  C.  W.  M. 
with  the  two  or  three  that  are  mentioned  in  this 
letter  to  betaken  off,  nnd  likewise  with  Wilson’s 
intimation  to  Layer,  that  if  lord  Cudognn  were 
but  shot,  the  soldiers  would  declare  for  Ormond, 
and  also  with  Layer’s  negotiation  about  seizing 
lord  Cndogan,  and  with  the  paragraph  in  bis 
scheme  for  seizing  some  great  persons  at  their 
Houses,  see  reason  to  believe,  that  by  the  first 
of  those  characters  is  meant  dispatch  lord  Ca- 
dogan,  and  by  the  others,  two  other  officers  of 
distinction. 

In  the  same  letter  of  the  21st  of  May,  Plun- 
ket  takes  notice,  “ That  Johnson,  an  acquain- 
tance, was  taken  up  the  day  before,  bat  had 
burnt  his  papers,  and  seemed  to  be  easy  in  the 
matter,  and  adds,  1 believe  they  will  get  no- 
thing by  him.” 

Plunket  being  asked  by  the  Committee,  whe- 
ther he  was  acquainted  with  George  Kelly, 
alias  Johnson,  said  he  knew  him  by  sight  -and 
coffee  house  acquaintance  only ; that  he  did 
not  remember  his  having  ever  received  a 
letter  from  him  : and  Kelly  guve  the  same  ac- 
count in  relation  to  Plunket ; yet  a letter  from 
.Kelly  was  found  among  Plunket’s  papers ; and 
John  Malone,  who  waited  on  Kelly  at  his  lodg- 
ings, has  named  Plunket  in  his  deposition,  as 
one  who  often  visited  Kelly  there.  And  the 
Committee  are  satisfied,  that  they  were  privy 
to  each  other’s  treasonable  correspondence,  by 
some  passages  in  the  letters  to  and  from  Kelly 
in  which  mention  is  made  of  Plunket  by  tbo 
name  of  Rogers,  as  will  be  shewn  in  its  proper 
place.  Plubket  concludes  his  letter  of  the  21st 
of  May  with  these  words:  “ The  motive  of  my 
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journey  is  over  at  present,  my  pocket  feels  it,  His  next  letter  is  of  the  21st  of  Jane:  In 
the  man  must  be  fed  with  money  nowand  then;  this  he  says,  “ That  Burford  and  theclub  thinlc 
the  labouring  oar  will  be  laid  on  me.’’  themselves  slighted  by  the  Regent  and  ministry 

As  he  denied  the  writing  these  letters,  the  of  France ; and  conceive,  that  the  Regent  joins 
Committee  could  not, draw  from  him  any  expli-  with  king  George  to  be  revenged  on  them; 
cation  of  this  paragraph ; but  comparing  it  That  he  may  have  room  to  repent  it  early  or 
with  the  other  part  of  his  letter,  where  it  is  late;  for  should  the  parliament  be  broke,  and 
said,  that  a little  time  will  shew  whether  Bur-  a new  one  called,  he  might  find  himself  more 
ford  (lord  Orrery)  and  the  club,  would  give  embarrassed  than  he  is  aware  of.”  He  adds, 
fitting  encouragement  for  undertaking  the  job,  “ If  the  Regent  stands  neuter,  and  they  will 
they  think  it  appears  probable,  that  some  part  soon  bring  the  law  suit  to  bear ; so  far  I am 
of  this  job  is  the  labouring  oar  referred  to,  for  satisfied  of  it,  that  4 or  500  men,  and  as  many 
which  he  expected  to  be  fed  with  money.  arms,  with  1,500/.  will  complete  the  matters  in 

H;s  next  letter  to  Digby  is  of  the  31st  of  a little  time,  and  give  a good  account  of  king 
May,  in  which  he  says,  “ He  finds  the  Regent  George  and  the  ministry.  The  army  want 
had  a hand  in  keeping  king  George  from  going  only  an  opportunity  to  do  their  duly.  This 
abroad,  so  that  the  ministry  will  carry  on  their  scheme,  if  duly  and  discreetly  managed,  will 
game  safely  and  leisurely  without  any  opposi-  give  them  an  opportunity  to  do  it.  Were 
tion  whatever  from  the  club,  or  any  of  the  we  sure  the  Regent  would  not  interpose,  we 
Pretender’s  friends.”  He  adds,  “ Let  them  would  take  it  in  hand  forthwith.” 
be  evor  so  sanguine,  they  can  do  nothing  as  The  Committee  make  no  doubt  but  the 
long  as  the  Regent  stands  by  the  ministry  ; but  House  has  prevented  them  in  observing  how 
should  Ormond  come  with  half  a dozen  regi-  exactly  this  letter  agrees  with  the  accounts 
ments  only,  he  would  carry  his  point,  and  make  sent  some  time  before  from  France  ; that  the 
king  George  run  for  it.”  This  passage  con-  conspirators  reckoned  on  great  part  of  the 
firms  what  has  been  set  forth  above,  that  the  king’s  own  forces ; and  only  desired  the  Regent 
late  duke  of  Ormond’s  coming  over  made  a that  he  would  keep  himself  neuter  between 
part  of  the  original  scheme,  and  agrees  with  the  Pretender  and  his  majesty.  And  this 
the  accounts  received  from  Spain,  of  Irish  sol-  letter  appears  to  have  been  writ  at  the  time, 
diers  provided  there  for  the  Pretender’s  service,  when  Layer,  Wilson,  Murphey  and  Plunket 
Pluuket  then  adds,  “ If  Burford  (lord  Or-  were  labouring  to  corrupt  the  officers  and  sol- 
rery)  and  the  club  have  a mind  to  have  king  diers  of  the  army. 

'George  delivered  up  to  them,  he  shall ; there  Plunket  adds  in  the  same  Letter,  “ If  the 
are  those  that  will  undertake  it,  and  offer  to  Regent  and  court  of  Spain  will  but  ply  king 
do  whatever  required.”  And  in  his  letter  of  George  with  large  demands,  and  bring  the 
the  4th  of  July  he  says, — “ I can  assure  you,  Czar  down  to  Hanover,  the  Pretender  will 
despair  has  made  some  to  take  a resolution  to  have  a Carte  Blanche  from  the  ministry  and 
lay  violent  hands  on  king  George,  but  there  is  king  George,  as  also  from  all  the  rest  of  his 
a stop  put  to  them  at  present;  It  is  not  the  friends  and  foes;  this  I take  to  be  the  best  and 
Pretender’s  interest,  but  you  cannot  do  so  al-  safest  way,  both  for  the  Pretender  and  his  well- 
ways  ; an  ill  precedent  is  dangerous.”  wishers.”  - 

The  blnck  and  villainous  design  expressed  by  This  expression  of  the  Pretender's  getting  a 
these  two  paragraphs,  needs  no  explication  Carte  Blanche  from  the  king  and  ministry,  is 
from  your  Committee,  who  are  sensible  the  repeated  several  times  in  Plunket’s  Letters; 
House  cannot  have  beard  them  read,  without  and  liowevever  extravagant  and  ill-founded 
the  utmost  horror  and  indignation.  such  suggestions  were,  yet  the  Committee  can- 

He  speaks  of  himself  in  these  letters  as  not  but  observe,  that  his  representations  ap- 
knowing  the  men,  who  had  taken  a resolution  pear  to  have  met  with  such  a spirit  of  credulity 
to  lay  violent  hands  on  the  sacred  person  of  his  and  delusion,  in  the  Prete  nder  and  his  agents. 
Majesty ; and  was  himself  so  far  engaged  in  that  not  long  after  that  he  was  vain  enough  to 
this  execrable  design,  as  to  say  in  one  of  his  entertain  hopes  of  capitulating  with  his  Ma- 
letters,  If  the  club  desire  it,  his  Majesty  shall  jesty  for  the  crown,  by  that  traitorous  and  in- 
be  delivered  up  into  their  hands;  and  in  ano-  solent  declaration,  against  which  both  Houses 
ther  letter  dissuades  it,  not  out  of  any  con-  have  so  lately  expressed  their  just  resentment 
science  or  remorse  for  the  crime,,  but  merely  and  abhorrence. 

for  fear  the  same  barbarity  should  he  retaliated  Plunket’s  next  Letters  are  of  the  4th  and 
on  the  Pretender ; yet  this  man  still  continues  5lhof  July,  1722,  in  which  he  has  the  vanity  to 
so  hardened  and  obstinate,  as  to  renew  bis  fell  Dillon,  “That  he  had  been  desired]  by 
guilt  hv  refusing  to  make  the  least  discovery  of  some  leading  members  of  the  then  parliament, 
liis  accomplices,  or  to  give  this  only  reparation  to  acquaint  the  Regent’s  agent  here,  that  it  was 
and  atonement  he  is  cnpnb'.e  of,  to  a country  now  in  the  power  of  the  Regent  and  Spain,  to 
which  lie  has  been  labouring  to  involve  in  the  send  away  king  George,  and  to  send  home  Mr. 
greatest  of  calamities.  Jos.  with  a lonne  grace,  and  much  to  their  nd- 

He  afterwards  says,  “ That  though  there  vantage ; that  it  was  only  to  insist'  on  the 
should  be  a rising  in  most  parts,  if  the  mob  is  stipulation  king  George  had  made  with  them, 
beat  in  one  place,  the  rest  will  go  home  and  and  they  would  have  a fair  pretence  to  do  it.” 
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posed  stipulate 
Gibraltar. 

He  afterwards  gives  an  account  “ That  he 
did,  both  on  the  4th  and  5lh  of  July,  wait  on 
the  Regent's  agent,  with  this  message;  and 
says,  That  as  that  agent  was  acquainted  with 
some  of  the  members  of  parliament  who  em- 
ployed him,  he  gave  same  attention  to  him ; 
But  the  objections  which  the  Regent’s  agent 
made  appear  to  have  been,  That  the  Pretender 
had  uot  the  name  of  a man  of  great  parts  or 
resolution : that  he  had  hitherto  no  grent 
opinion  of  Burford  and  the  club;  and  that 
such  a procedure,  on  the  part  of  the  Regent, 
would  be  a violation  of  the  bonne  fey : To 
which  last  Pluaket  replied.  That  it  would  be 
uo  breach  of  their  bonne  Joy,  to  be  grateful  to 
those  who  were  their  deliverers  formerly.” 
However,  Pluaket  says,  “ He  convinced  the 
agent,  that  it  was  now  in  the  Regent's  power  to 
make  the  ministry  and  king  George  give  the 
Pretender  a Carte  Blanche  ; and  by  so  doing, 
to  make  the  emperor  vomit  up  what  he  has 
now  in  Flanders,  without  striking  a stroke. 
That  the  common  people,  the  country  party, 
and  all  the  English  gentlemen  might  be  brought 
to  join  with  the  Regent  in  proper  measures  to 
doit:  or,  that  if  the  Regent  would  but  stand 
neuter,  they  would  soon  bring  the  Pretender’s 
law-suit  to  bear  iudependaut  on  auy  whatever.” 
He  adds,  “ That  he  is  satisfied  the  agent  would 
write  these  sentiments  to  his  court  j and  that 
it  is  Dillon’s  business  to  let  the  Regent  see  he 
has  the  same  sentiments  from  other  people 


[HO 


Plunket  being  examined  by  the  Committee, 
in  relation  to  this  letter,  owned,  he  had  fre- 
quent access  to  one  of  the  French  ministers  on 
private  afihirs : And  that  Layer  knowing  him 
to  he  acquainted  with  him,  asked  him,  whe- 
ther he  could  not  find  out,  by  the  help  of  that 
minister,  whether  the  Regent  might  not  be 
brought  into  Tory  measures?  And  Stephen 
Lynch  has  deposed,  that  Layer  told  him,  ap- 
plication had  been  made,  either  by  himself,  or 
some  other  person,  to  one  of  the  French  agents 
here,  to  the  efiect  mentioned  in  Plunket’s  let- 
ter. However,  Plunket  denied  his  having  ever 
spoke  to  that  minister,  in  relation  to  state  af- 
fairs, or  his  having  writ  any  such  account  to 
France. 

The  Committee,  from  comparing  his  relation 
of  these  two  conversations  with  what  he  says  in 
other  letters,  of  bringing  the  Czar  down  to  Ha- 
nover, in  order  to  oblige  his  Majesty  to  with- 
draw from  England  ; observe,  That  the  conspi- 
rators were  so  inteut  on  compassing  their  wick- 
ed designs  by  any  means,  that  having  failed 
in  their  applications  for  foreign  assistance, 
they  were  now  labouring  to  make  France  and 
Spain  insist  on  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar,  to 
throw  Flanders  into  the  hands  of  France,  and 
to  bring  the  Czar  into  Germany,  in  hopes  to 
involve  all  Europe  into  confusion,  and  thereby 
to  pave  the  way  for  bringing  in  the  Pretender. 

In  ihe  same  letters  he  tells  Dillon,  “ Now  is 
the  liraefor^eRegeqt  and  mni^try  ofFranM . 


tender’s  friends  will  find  means  to  get  into 
the  saddle,  in  spite  of  the  ministry  and  king 
George." 

He  adds,  “ That  the  army  will  not  stand  by 
the  king  and  ministry,  ngainst  the  great  bent  of 
the  English  gentlemen,  the  common  people, 
and  the  country  party ; who  are  so  incensed 
ngninst  the  court,  that  the  least  accident  would 
surely  overturn  what  they  have  bceu  doing 
these  seven  years  past.” 

He  then  says,  “ That  his  fellow  traveller  is, 
and  has  been,  very  active  since  his  coming 
from  his  travels,  and  is  more  serviceable  than 
those  who  move  in  a higher  sphere ; That  he 
is  spurring  on  the  Club  daily,  and  has  made 
many  of  them  more  active  in  the  law-suit,  than 
they  otherwise  would  have  been.  That  ids 
wife  parted  the  day  before  for  Paris  ; and 
that  he  gave  her  a Letter  for  Dillon  ; his  fel- 
low traveller  thinking  himself  entitled  to  it,  or 
auy  other  civilities  Dillon  could  shew  her,  dur- 
ing her  stay  there."  He  adds,  “ Your  friends 
continue  their  preparation,  and  resolve  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  on  occasion.” 

The  Committee  take  notice,  That  these  Let- 
ters were  writ  just  about  the  lime  that  Layer 
went  down  to  Norfolk.  And  they  think  the 
sanguine  manner  in  which  Plunket  writes,  is  in 
part  accounted  for,  by  what  lord  North  and 
Grey  told  Layer,  That  the  encampment  had 
spoiled  the  project ; but  we  shall  have  them 
again.  And  by  his  lordship's  saying,  be  you 
quiet,  something  will  be  done : If  there  be  a 
rising,  you  shall  not  want  men  or  money  or 
arms ; and  that  these  letters  and  passages  make 
it  highly  probable,  that  the  substance  of  Layer's 
scheme  had  not  been  only  seen,  but  ap- 
proved of. 

Notwithstanding  the  account  which  Plunket 
gives,  in  this  and  other  letters,  of  Layer’s  pro- 
ceedings, yet  Layer  denied  that  he  had  ever 
•opened  himself  to  Plunket,  in  relation  to  the 
Pretender’s  affairs,  after  their  return  from 
Rome ; and  Plunket  affirmed,  that  he  only  : 
knew  Layer  by  coffee-house  acquaintance,  and 
never  conversed  with  him  but  in  the  streets  ' 


publicly. 

Plunket' 


Plunket’s  nest  letter  is  of  the  23d  July,  the 
original  of  which  being  stopped,  and  being  ' 
sworn  10  be  bisown  hand-writing,  the  Committee 
think  it  proper  to  lay  the  whole  before  the 
House,  with  the  explanation  of  the  fictitious 
names  taken  out  of  the  cypher,  which  is  sworn 
to  be  his  own  hand  also. 


a Blank 


A Monsieur  Digby  u Paris. — (Under  a 
Cover  to  Waters.) 

July  23d,  1722. 

“ By  the  time  this  comes  to  hand,  king  I 
George's  agent  will  arrive  there:  I am  glad  of  | 
it,  because  I hope  all  the  negotiations  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  ministry  and  king  George,  will 
be  laid  before  the  parliament,  which  will  be 
a means  to  send  him  to  Hanover  ; though  he 
thinks  to  bring  the  country  party  to  approve  of 
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whatever  lie  will  propose  to  the  parliament,  he 
will  hardly  even  bring  the  court  party  to  do  it. 
He  thinks  to  disculp  himself  at  the  expence  of 
the  dead  : this  I told  some  of  the  parliament 
men  ; they  say  it  will  not  do  for  love  or  money. 
Certain  persons  are  forming  projects  that  will 
distress  the  court  of  Spain,  in  case  of  war  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  emperor.  Count  Both- 
mar  comes  into  it  by  king  George’s  connivance ; 
it  is  nowin  embrio;  when  it  comes  to  perfec- 
tion t shnll  be  master  of  it : I gave  a hin  t of  it 
to  the  Regent’s  agent ; he  was  not  a little  sur- 
prised atit:  they  must  not  linger  much  longer ; 
if  they  do,  the  emperor  and  king  George  will 
find  means  to  distress  the  court  of  Spain  and 
the  ministry  in  France ; they  must  hasten  the 
peace  to  prevent  it. 

“ My  companion,  who  has  been  in  the  coun- 
try this  three  weeks  past,  came  to  town' yester- 
day ; he  seems  to  be  sure  of  his  game,  viz.  that 
Mr.  Joseph's  friends  will  run  down  the  ministry 
and  king  George,  in  a little  time,  and  bring  the 
law-suit  to  hear  on  their  own  bottom,  and  inde- 
pendent of  the  Regent  or  any  body  else.  I am 
resolved  to  know  nothing  of  their  proceedings ; 

I am  for  having  every  tiling  laid  before  the  par- 
liament first,  and  then  every  body  will  see  we 
wane  the  Pretender  more  than  lie  wants  us  j 
both  friend  and  foe  will  join  in  any  enterprize 
that  will  be  made  in  his  favour  : neither  will 
they  ever  dare  upbraid  him,  ifjon  auv  occasion, 
he  should  look  asquint  on  them  hereafter.  I 
hinted  often,  the  only  way  to  spirit  them  up, 
was  to  convince  them  the  law-suit  would  be 
brought  to  bear  without  them,  and  that,  by  the 
Regent  and  king  George.  The  construction 
they  put  upon  this,  that  the  former  was  subtle 
enough  to  make  use  of  the  folly  of  the  latter,  to 
play  the  game  to  his  own  advantage  at  our  cost : 
and  that  he  will  govern  Mr.  Joseph,  when  here, 
as  he  does  now  king  George:  this,  or  some 
such  imagination,  gave  them  an  uncommon  re- 
solution ; and  I believe  they  will  struggle  hard 
for  a start  in  the  race  of  houour.  It  is  in  the 
Regent’s  power  to  make  king  George,  the  mi- 
nistry, and  the  club,  to  give  Mr.  Joseph  a Carte 
Blanche ; it  is  incumbent  on  you  to  convince 
him  of  it.  I am  sure  his  agent  here  is  already, 
for  I gave  him  this  morning  demonstrative  proof 
that  king  George  designs  to  support  the  em- 
peror against  the  French  king  and  his  coss.  and 
that  without  being  seen  in  it. 

“ I would  he  glad  to  know  how  the  duke  of 
Berwick  does,  and  if  he  continues  there  this 
summer.  I have  little  to  do  iu  town,  so  I de- 
sign to  go  to  the  country  for  three  weeks.  The 
town  is  dull  and  empty. 

“ We  hear  the  Czar  w in  motion,  I wish  it 
may  be  towards  Ilanover,  for  king  George 
would  soon  move  from  his  country  seat  here. 

“ I believe  Mr.  Joseph  will  laugh  when  he 
will  hear  of  the  stmtagem  I made  use  of  to 
bring  his  friends  to  so  good  temper  of  duty.  I 
hope  they  will  keep  to  it,  which  is  the  wish  of, 
Sir,  your  bumble,  obedient  servant, 

Jo.  RecEES.” 

In  his  letter'd^  itte  iejb  flf  AugUrt/  hc  'iays, ; 
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“ The  Pretender’s  law  business  continues  in 
the  same  plight.  My  companion  goes  on,  as 
he  thinks,  very  successfully,  and  is  confident  he 
will  bring  the  business  to  bear  in  a little  time.” 

This  letter  was  writ  nine  days  before  Layer 
went  dowu  to  lord  North  and  Grey’s  with 
Lynch. 

Plunket  says  in  the  same  letter,  “ That  the 
Pretender  must  promise  the  Regent  and  ministry 
of  France  fair,  and  that  he  will  be  a fast 
friend  when  in  his  power,  and  must  seem  to 
rely  more  on  them,  than  any  here  ; that  this 
is  the  only  game  he  has  to  play  at  this  time.” 

In  his  next  letter  of  the  23rd  of  August,  lie 
says,  “ That  his  friend  came  out  of  the  country 
a few  days  ago,  and  told  him,  tiiat  his  clients 
seem  now  to  despair  of  bringing  the  law  busi- 
ness to  bear  this  next  term,  except  the.  Regent 
were  made  a party  ; that  he,  Plunket,  told  him, 
in  case  the  Regent  were  applied  to  in  a proper 
manner,  he  might  be  prevailed  on  to  come  into 
proper  measures,  at  least  indirectly,  and  thnt 
without  breach  of  the  bonne  foy  he  owes  king 
George,  or  the  ministry.  He  adds,  that  they 
(his  friend’s  clients)  are  for  any  thing  but  under 
their  hands ; and  that  if  they  should  apply  to 
Dillon,  or  the  Regent  (as  his  companion  had 
told  him  they  soon  would)  they  might  safely 
offer  at  least  to  come  into  their  measures,  to 
. stop  their  mouths  hereafter ; and  he  thinks, 
with  submission,  it  is  pity  to  hinder  them  from 
plunging  themselves,  as  they  did  before.  He 
adds,  That  itis  in  the  power  of  the  Regent  and 
ministry  of  France,  to  make  the  ensuing  par- 
liament give  the  Pretender  his  own  terms  ; and 
that,  as  the  French  king  is  soon  to  be  of  age, 
he  may  do  every  thing  with  a good  grace,  and 
bonne  foy,  and  settle  the  Pretender  so,  that  it 
will  always  be  in  his  power  to  serve  him,  and 
the  Court  of  Spain.” 

Plunket,  who  assumes  to  himself  so  consi- 
derable a part  in  these  transactions,  being 
asked  by  the  Committee  to  give  some  acconnt 
of  his  life  and  education,  said,  that  be  was  bom 
at  Dublin,  and  bred  up,  when  a boy,  at  the 
Jesuits  College  at  Vienna ; that  he  is  a Roman 
Catholic,  but  not  in  any  orders.  And  though 
he  endeavoured  (as  has  been  observed  above) 
by  his  dress,  appearance,  and  behaviour,  to  re- 
present himself  to  the  Committee  as  very  in- 
considerable, and  no  ways  equal  to  the  part 
he  was  taxed  with ; yet  n great  number  of 
letters  from  persons  of  the  first  quality  abroad, 
were  found  among  his  papers,  in  which  the 
Committee  observe  he  is  treated  with  great  in- 
timacy and  confidence.  And  in  a letter  from 
the  lady  Middleton,  of  an  old  date,  mention  is 
made  of  her  being  to  introduce  him  to  the  late 
king  James's  queen  in  France  ; to  whom,  as 
lie  owned  to  the  Committee,  he  had  been  in- 
troduced. And  that  the  trust  and  confidence 
reposed  in  him  still  subsists  undiminished,  ap- 
pears to  the  Committee,  not  only  by  his  own 
confessing,  that  he  did  walk  and  converse  with 
the  Pretender  publicly  in  his  garden  at  Rome, 
but  from  Layer's  account,  that  he  hail  two  pri- 
>vBt'Si  i<wafti»encRa^*tU»Mhei-Ptea^er  j and 
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above  all,  from  the  letter  under  the  Pretender's 
own  hand,  which  he  shewed  to  Layer  at  Rome, 
and  which  has  been  communicated  to  the 
Committee,  ns  before-mentioned,'  in  which  the 
Pretender  treats  him  with  such  distinction,  as 
to  churge  him  not  to  mention  any  thing  of  busi- 
ness to  any  body,  till  he  himself  had  seen  him 
alone;  than  which,  the  Committee  think  a 
stronger  and  more  convincing  proof  of  trust 
could  not  well  have  been  given.  It  appears  also  by 
foul  draughts  of  letters  taken  among  his  papers, 
that  he  writ  directly  to  the  Pretender  himself. 
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Mention  being  made  in  Plunket’s  letters,  of 
Johnson,  alias  George  Kelly,  nnd  some  extracts 
of  letters  to  and  from  the  said  Kelly  haring 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  among  Layer’s 
and  Plunket’s  papers,  by  which  it  appeared  to 
them,  that  Kelly's  treasonable  corrrespondence 
had  a connexion  with  the  others,  and  parti- 
cularly, that  he  was  privy  to  some  of  Plunket’s 
transactions;  your  Committee  thought  that 
tiieir  having  a general  view  of  nil  the  papers  re- 
lating to  the  conspiracy,  might  help  to  illustrate 
nnd  explain  the  several  parts  of  it,  in  the  same 
manner  as  Layer's  and  Plunket’s  papers  mutu- 
ally confirm  and  give  light  to  each  other. 

For  this  reason  they  moved  the  House  to 
have  those  papers  laid  before  them,  and  to  em- 
power them  to  take  such  farther  examinations, 
as  might  be  necessary  to  lead  them  on  in 
tracing  out  the  source  of  the  treasons  inquired 


Having  accordingly  perused  those  papers, 
and  examined  some  of  the  persons  principally 


beforeyou  the  result  of  that  inquiry. 

It  appears  to  them,  that  George  Kelly,  clerk, 
has  been  of  late  years  constantly  employed  in 
carrying  on  several  treasonable  correspon- 
dences and  negociations,  between  the  Pre- 
tender’s agents  abroad,  and  persons  of  great 
distinction  at  home,  tending  to  the  bringing  in 
the  Pretender  with  an  armed  force,  and  to  the 
overturning  the  present  happy  establishment  in 
Church  and  State. 


And  here  your  Committee  find  themselves 
obliged  to  mention  the  lord  bishop  of  Rochester, 


is  principally  aiding,  directing,  and  employing 
the  said  Kelly  in  the  prosecution  of  his  trea- 


sonable desigt 

As  Kelly's  correspondences  seem  to  derive 
their  weight  and  significancy  chiefly  from  his 
being  employed  by  the  bishop  of  Rochester, 
your  Committee  will  first  lay  before  you  the 
several  reasous  that  induce  them  to  believe 
he  was  so  employed,  and  the  part  which  it 
appears  to  them  the  bishop  has  had  in  this 
conspiracy. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  from  several 


informations  of  Philip  Neynoe,  clerk,  formerly 
mentioned,  “ That  George  Kelly,  alias  John- 
son, frequently  told  him,  tliat  the  bishop  of 
Rochester  held  correspondences  with  the  Pre- 
tender and  his  agents  : that  he,  Kelly,  was  em- 
ployed by  the  bishop,  in  writing  for  him,  and 
parrying  on  the  said  correspondences ; that 


Kelly  told  him,  the  Pretender  relied  more  on 
advices  from  the  bishop,  tlmn  from  any  other 
person  ; that  ho  had  several  limes  left  Kelly  at 
the  bishop’s  door,  when  Kelly  went  into  the 
bishop’s  iiouse,  and  staid  there  an  hour  or 
two,  and  upon  coming  back  to  him,  Kelly  made 
apologies  Tor  staying  so  long,  and  told  him,  lie 
had  been  writing  the  bishop’s  letters,  which  he 
always  apprehended  to  be  the  foreign  corres. 
pondence  of  the  bishop  with  the  Pretender’i 
agents ; and  that  Kelly  told  him,  the  bishop 
never  suffered  him  to  take  a bit  of  paper  of 
the  bishop’s  baod-wriling  out  of  the  room." 

“ That  he  knows  letters  were  directed  to 
Kelly  by  the  name  of  Moses  Hancock  and 
Hatfield  j and  that  he  has  seen  at  Burton’s 
coffee-house,  a letter  to  Kelly  from  Howell, 

twhom  he  takes  to  be  agent  or  secretary  to 
Jillon,  and  employed  by  Dillon  in  the  same 
manner,  as  Kelly  was  by  the  bishop  of  Roches- 
ter) in  which  letter  there  were  compliments  to 
the  bishop,  by  the  name  of  Naunton,  which 
name  Kelly  explained . to  him  to  mean  the 
bishop.  That  Kelly  has  told  him,  the  bishop 
of  Rochester  went  sometimes  by  the  name  of 
Jones  ; that  he  has  likewise  heard  the  bishop 
went  sometimes  by  the  name  of  Illington, 
which  last  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Carte,  to  the 
best  of  his  memory.  That  in  the  letter  which 
Kelly  shewed  him  at  Burton’s  coffee-house, 
mention  was  made  of  Mansfield,  which  Kelly 
explained  to  him,  to  mean  the  late  duke  of 
Ormond-  That  lie  has  seen  several  cyphers 
in  Kelly’s  hands,  one  in  figures,  another  of 
fictitious  names,  in  which  last,  Carpenters 
stood  for  Scotch  Soldiers,  Sadlers  and  Sophis- 
ters  for  Irish  Soldiers,,  and  the  like;  that  he  has 
seen  Kelly  make  use  of  these  cyphers,  and  that 
Kelly  with  great  freedom  owned,  that  these 
cyphers  were  for  carrying  on  the  correspon- 


dence with  the  Pretender’s  agents.  That  he 
had  likewise  seen  cyphers  in  Carte’s  bands, 
who  was  also  employed  in  writing  dispatches  to 
the  Pretender’s  agents  abroad.  That  he, 
Neynoe,  had  been  employed  to  draw  up  three 
several  memorials  to  the  Regent  of  France,  to 
solicit  him  to  send  forces  to  the  assistance  of 
the  conspirators,  the  last  of  which  was  in  De- 
cember, 1721,  and  contained  a demand  of 
5,000  men  to  be  sent  to  invade  these  king- 
doms ; that  the  heads  of  these  memorials  were 
given  him  by  Kelly,  and  one  who  went  by  the 
name  of  Watson,  whom  he  took  to  be  the  late 
earl  Marginal.” 

“ That  in  March  last,  Kelly  brought  him  the 
heads  of  a letter,  to  be  drawn  up  with  a design 
of  its  being  intercepted  by  the  government,  in 
order  to  amuse  them  in  a false  security.  That 
he  dresy  up  the  said  letter  in  a paper  writ  co- 
lumn-ways; that  this  paper  was  brought  back 
to  him,  corrected  by  the  bishop  of  Rochester, 
as  he  believed.” 

Your  Committee. are  informed  this  letter  was 
not  intercepted,  but  that  a copy  of  it  was  sent, 
about  that  lime,  to  one  of  the  secretaries  of 
state,. from  an  unknown  hand. 

Neynoe  farther  declared,  “ That  the  bishop 
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'of  Rochester,  lorcf  Orrery,  lord  North,  and'  sir 
Harry  Goring,  were  the  principal  leaders  ruiri 
directors  of  the  conspiracy,  which  was  first  tt> 
have  been  executed  in  the  Spring  o£  the  year 
1722,  by  seizing  the  Tower,  upon  which  the 
late  duke  of  Ormond  was  to  have  lunded  in 
the  river : that  upon  the  discovery  of  the'  plot, 
and  the  king’s  not  going  abroad,  ic  was  put  off 
for  some  time,  but  that  it  was  afterwards  re- 
sumed to  be  attempted  in  the  West.”  Neynoe 
further  added,  “ That  Kelly  assured  hint,  the 
bishop  got  notice  of  his  being  to  he  taken  up, 
some  days  hefirre  it  happened  ; and  that  this 
notice  was  given  the  bishop  by  one  of  the  lords 
of  the  council;”  but  he  afterwards  confessed  (as 
your  Committee  are  informed)  that  in  this,  and 
other  examinations,  he  had  endeavoured  all  he 
could,  to  create  diffidence  and  suspicious  among 
his  Majesty's  servants. 

These  informations  of  Neynoe  are  contained, 
great  part  of  them,  in  a paper  writ  with  his 
own  hand,  and  delivered  by  him  to  a Com- 
mittee of  lords  of  the  council.  The  other  part 
is  extracted  out  of  papers  which  he  dictated  at 
his  several  examinations,  which  papers  were 
read  to  him  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and 
agreed  to  by  him  before  the  lords. 

That  Neynoe  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  Kelly,  visited  him  often  and  sometimes 
lay  at  his  lodgings,  and  thereby  lmd  a belter 
opportunity  of  being  informed  by  him,  appears 
from  the  depositions  of  Stevenson  nut!  his  wife, 
Margaret  Kelbnrn,  landlady  to  Kelly,  and  John 
Malone,  servant  to  Mrs.  Barnes,  who  waited 
on  Kelly  at  Iris  lodgings. 

That  the  bishop  of  Rochester  was  acquainted 
with  Kelly,  invited  him  to  dine  with  fiiqi,  sent 
his  servants  to  inquire  after  his  health,  and 
wrote  to  him,  appears  from  Stevenson’s  and 
Kilburne’s  depositions,  as  also  in  part  from 
Mrs.  Levett’s. 

But  what  gives  the  greatest  weight  to  the 
several  particulars  contaiued  in  Neynoe’s  in- 
formations, is,  that  they  are  corroborated  and 
supported  in  every,  material  circumstance,  by 
several  concurrent  proofs,  as  will  appear  from 
the  sequel  of  this  report. 

Pancier  has  deposed  upon  oath,  that  Skeene, 
amoug  other  particulars  of  the  conspiracy,  tuld 
him  that  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  lord  North  and  Grey,  had  the 
principal  direction  of  tlie  conspiracy ; and  that 
200,000/.  had  been  raised,-  and  put  into  the 
management  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  which 
was  called  the  Military  Chest,  and  was  to  be 
kept  together  till  the  project  was  put  in  exe- 

Your  Committee  are  informed,  that  when 
the  bishop  was  token  into  custody,  vast  num- 
bers of  letters  and  papers  were  found  in  his 
house,  bearing  date  before  the  year  1712,  but 
from  that  time  downwards,  few  of  any  conse- 
quence, except  those  which  follow  : 

One  was  from  the  Duchess  of  Ormond, dated 
January  Mtb,  1721,  in  which  are  these  words: 

1 resolved  to  send  what  I received:  For  though 
Tt  had  ndt  • bpftp^^b  MflKiWfce  ■ 
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I addressed  it  to,  I was  sure  it  could  not  be  put 
into  better  hands'.” 

This  passage  makes  it  highly  probable,  that 
the  bishop  used  to  receive  letters  from  abroad, 
directed  by  fictitious  names.  Which  is  still 
further  confirmed  by  the  following  circum- 
stances : 

In  the  cypher  which  Layer  owned  he  re- 
ceived from  sir  William  Ellis,  the  bishop  of 
Rochester  is  designed  by  the  name  of  Ju-tus. 

Neynoe  declared,  that  in  the  letter  which 
Kelly  shewed  him  from  Dillon’s  secretary,  there 
were  compliments  to  the  bishop  of  Rochester 
by  the  name  of  Naunton. 

Among  the  bishop’s  letters  was  found  one 
directed  to  Mr.  Dubois,  not  signed  with  any 
name,  nor  dated  from  any  place.  It  was  in 
the  following  words: 

“Sir;  Forgive  my  silence.  You  easily  con- 
ceive the  difficulties  1 am  under  in  that  regard. 
I write  tills  only  to  assure  you  of  my  sincerest 
anti  unalterable  respecc;  and  refer  you  to  the 
worthy  bearer  for  news,  and  for  every  thing, 
which  otherwise  I should  have  found  some  way 
or  other  of  writing  to  you  myself.  I have 
heard  nothing  from  you  since  the  letter  I had 
about  two  months  ugo  by  Mr.  Johnson,  to 
which  I immediately  in  his  hand  returned  my 
answer.  A rumour  has  reached  me  of  your 
having  written  hither  since;  but  I can  find  no 
body  that  owns  he  has  seen  your  letters.  I 
am  always.  Sir,  your  truly  obedient,  and  most 
humble  servant.  Dec.  16." 

Your  Committee  observe,  Tlint  Johnson  is 
the  name  by  winch  Kelly  constantly  went,  as 
appears  to  them  from  several  affidavits.:  And 
that  he  was  at  Paris  the  16lh  of  December, 
1721,  N.  S.  and  set  out  in  two  or  three  days 
after  for  England,- as  appears  from  the  pocket- 
book  token  upon  him.:  And  the  letter  to  Dai 
bois  seems  to  intimate  such  a correspondence 
ns.  made  it  unsafe  to  write  openly,  and  without 
disguise. 

Among  the  bishop’s  papers  was  found  ano- 
ther letter,  dated,  Rouen,  January  lfltb,  1722, 
without  any  name;  and  the  superscription  torn 
off:'  Which  letter  is  mentioned  to  he  sent  by 
an  honest  gentleman  ; and  the  writer  of  it  de- 
sires to  know  how  he  may  direct;  and  desires 
to  he  directed  to  by  the  name  of  Wishart,  at 
Mr.  Arbuthnot’s  at  Rouen,  which  is  probably  a 
fictitious  direction,  no  name  being  subscribed 
to  the  letter.  He  likewise  mentions  n former 
letter  sent  under  cover  to  their  common  friend 
sir  Red.  Who  sir  Red.  is  dues  not  appear  to 
your  Committee;  bnt  they  find  one  sir  Red. 
Everard  inserted  in  Plunket’s  cypher,  and  de- 
signed by  the  fictitious  name  of  Fly. 

Among  the  bishop’s  papers  were  likewise 
found  two  letters  from  captain  Charles  Hol- 
stead  of  Greenwich;  the  person  who,  as  has 
been  mentioned  above,  was  sent  to  Bilboa  to 
transport  the  late  dnke  of  Ormond  to  Eng- 

Some  letters  having  been  intercepted,  which 
there  is  good  reason  to  believe  were  from  the 
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being  signed  T.  Jones,  and  another  T.Illington,  I 
jour  Committee  will  now  lay  before  the  House 
the  evidence  they  have  found  of  the  bishop's ; 
being  designed  by  those  two  names,  collected  ' 
from  circumstances,  which  being  in  themselves 
seemingly  minute,  and  of  little  consequence, 
were  for  this  reason  more  frankly  confessed  by 
those,  who  were  obstinate  in  concealing  stronger 
proofs ; and  yet  at  the  same  time  lead  directly 
to  the  discovery  of  the  person  meant  by  those 

Mrs.  Barnes  being  examined  before  a Com- 

Ce  of  lords  of  the  council,  obstinately  re- 
to  make  the  least  discovery  relating  to 
George  Kelly ; hut  when  she  came  to  be  asked 
what  she  knew  about  a dog,  sent  over  to  Kelly 
from  France;  nut  suspecting  this  could  lead  to 
any  discovery,  she  readily  owned,  That  a 
spotted  little  dog,  called  Harlequin,  which  was 
brought  from  France,  and  had  a leg  broken, 
was  left  with  her  by  Mr.  Kelly,  to  be  cured  : 
That  the  said  dog  was  not  for  her,  but  for  the 
bishop  of  Rochester;  and  that  Kelly  promised 
to  gel  the  dog  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester  for 
her,  in  case  it  did  not  recover  of  ita  lameness. 
This  declaration  she  made  and  signed  in  the 

Sresence  of  the  Committee  of  Council : And 
icily  himself  made  no  difficulty  to  own  the  re- 
ceiving such  a dog  from  France. 

But  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  by  letters 
intercepted  between  Kelly  and  his  correspond- 
ents in  France,  (the  proofs  of  which  will  he 
set  forth  in  the  sequel  of  this  report,)  That  a 
dog  so  named  and  hurt,  was  sent  over  to  Kelly 
from  France,  to  be  delivered  as  a present  to 
the  person  denoted  by  the  names  of  Jones  and 
Illington. 

For  in  his  letter  to  Howell  (who  is  explained 
in  Plunket’s  cypher  to  mean  Glasgow,  and  has 
been  observed  above  to  be  Dillon’s  secretary,) 
he  mentions  his  having  received  the  present, 
and  the  accident  of  a leg  being  broken  in  the 
voyage;  and  adds,  I will  inform  Mr.  Jones 
soon  of  it,  to  whom  I know  any  thing  from 
that  quarter  will  be  very  acceptable.  In  the 
same  paragraph  he  says,  Mrs.  Jones  died  last 
week;  and  when  the  days  of  mourning  are 
over,  he  will,  I hope,  be  fit  for  business.  This 
letter  was  writ  on  Monday  the  80th  of  April; 
and  the  bishop's  lady  died  the  week  before,  on 
Thursday  the  2fith  of  April. 

Kelly,  in  his  letter  to  Musgrave,  (which  name 
will  be  hereafter  shewn  to  signify  the  late  lord 
Marr,)  dated  the  7 th  of  May,  says  “ Mrs.  Illing- 
ton  is  in  great  tribulation  for  poor  Harlequin, who 
is  in  a bad  way,  having  slipped  his  leg  again,  be- 
fore it  was  thoroughly  well:  however,  his  obli- 
gations to  the  lady  are  as  great  as  if  he  had 
come  safe,  which  he  desires  you  to  let  her ' 

The  words  ‘ he’  and  ‘ bis’  being  relative  to  Mrs. 
Illington,  shews  it  is  a man  that  is  spoken  of : 
The  bishop’s  lady  was  dead  at  the  time  this  let- 
ter was  writ.  And  this  disguise  of  putting 
Mrs.  for  Mr.  is  frequently  made  use  of  in  the 
intercepted  letters,  and  is  confirmed  by  a 
parallel  instance  immediately  following. 
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May  the  9th,  Dillon's  secretary  writes  to 
Kelly,  and  says,  “ Mrs.  Chivers,  (which  will  he 
shewn  to  be  general  Dillon,)  prays  you  will  con- 
dole in  his  name  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Illington.” 

It  appears  by  these  passages,  that  the  dog 
was  for  Mr.  Jones,  alias  Illington : and  upon 
Kelly’s  writing  word  that  Mrs.  Jones  was  dead, 
the  correspondents  condole  on  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Illington ; which  shews  Jones  and  IUing- 
ton  to  be  the  same,  and  both  to  bo  made  use  of 
to  tleuote  the  bishop. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  Mo'tfield  (who  is  the 
same  with  Musgrave,  that  is,  the  late  lord  Marr) 
sends  a letter  to  Mr.  Illington,  inclosed  under 
cover  to  Kelly ; in  which,  after  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  Ulington’s  letter  of  the 
20th  of  April,  he  adds,  “ 1 did  not  expect  so 
soon  after  to  have  heard  of  a loss  you  have 
had  since  ; for  which  1 condole  with  you,  and 
nothing  which  concerns  you  so  neur  can  fail 
touching  me,  as  in  friendship  it  ought.  It  is 
though  becoming  us,  ns  it  is  our  duty  to  submit 
with  resignation  to  what  thejust  and  great  God 
thinks  fit  to  order  for  us  in  ibis  vain  aud  transi- 
tory world;  but  you  know  such  things  so  much 
I better  than  I,  that  will  not  trouble  you  with 
saying  any  more  upon  it.” 

This  last  paragraph  seems  to  point  out  the 
character  and  function  of  the  person  to  whom 
the  letter  was  writ. 

Motfield  adds,  “ I would  fqin  hope  that  your 
own  distemper  will  soon  give  you  ease;”  whioh 
agrees  with  the  circumstance  of  the  bishop's 
being  ill  of  tbe  gout,  at  the  time  of  his  wife’s 
death. 

This  particularity,  as  also  several  others, 
which  will  be  taken  notice  of,  as  to  the  bishop’s 
being  in  town  or  in  the  country,  at  the  respec- 
tive times  mentioned  in  the  intercepted  letters, 
have  been  carefully  enquired  into;  and  it  ap- 
pears by  a paper  annexed  to  the  report,  that 
these  several  circumstances  do  exactly  agree 
with  what  is  mentioned  in  the  letters. 

Kelly  writing  to  Musgrave  (the  late  lord 
Marr)  the  7th  of  May,  says,  Mrs.  Jones  is 
come  to  town:  The  same  day  writing  to 

Chivers  (Dillon)  he  says  Mr.  Illington  is  now  iu 
town;  which  again  confirms  Jones  and  Illington 
to  be  the  same,  and  agrees  with  the  inquiry 
made  at  that  time. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  Kelly  writes  to  Dillon’s 
secretary,  Illington  is  gone  into  the  country, 
and  sene  me  word  he  would  be  in  town  on 
Tuesday  night,  when  be  has  desired  to  see  me 
nt  a particular  hour,  by  wbicli  I conclude  it 
may  be  about  business.  And  on  Monday  the 
14th  of  May,  (the  day  before,  it  is  said,  Illing- 
ton was  come  to  town)  writing  to  the  same  per- 
son, he  says,  Jones  is  still  in  the  country,  but 
has  sent  me  word  he  will  be  in  town  to- 
morrow. 

These  several  circumstances,  joined  to  Ney- 
noe’s  declaration,  that  Kelly  had  told  him,  the 
bishop  went  sometimes  by  the  name  of  Jones, 
and  that  Carte  had  told  him,  the  bishop  went 
by  the  name  of  Illington,  shew,  thnt  wherever 
Jones  and  Illington  ate  named  in  Kelly’s  cwre- 
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spondence,  the  bishop  of  Rochester  is  to  be 
understood  by  those  names. 

Your  Committee  therefore  will  next  proceed 
to  lay  before  you  the  part  which  Jones  or  Illing- 
ton  appear  to  have  borne  in  the  treasonable 
correspondence. 

■It  appears  by  Kelly's  pocket-book,  that  Kelly 
set  out  Tor  Paris.on  the  22d  of  February  1721-2, 
and  returned  to  Londo.n  about  the  8th  of  April 
following.  It  appears  by  Mrs.  Levett’s  and 
John  Malone's  deposition,  that  he  Came  to 
Mrs.  Barnes's  on  Wednesday  the  11th  of  April, 
at  .eight  in  the  morning,  extremely  fatigued, 
and  went  immediately  to  bed.  Mrs.  Levett  has 
deposed  upon  oath,  “ That  Mrs.  Barnes  told 
her  he  was  then  just  arrived  from  France,  and 
brought  over  letters  with  him : That  several  of 
the  disaffected  had  been  at  her  house  to  inquire 
after  him  before  his  arrival,  and  expressed  the 
Utmost  concern  for  fear  he  should  he  taken.” 
And  Neynoe  declared,  “ That  he  saw  a great 
bundle  of  Letters,  which  Kelly  brought  over 
from  France.”  Mrs.  Barnes  farther  told  Mrs. 
Levett,  “ That  the  day  after,  (viz.  Thursday 
the  12th  of  April)  the  bishop  of  Rochester  sent 
bis  own  coach  to  fetch  him,  and  that  Kelly  was 
absent  in  the  country  till  Saturday  the  14th.” 
Two  depositions,  annexed  to  this  report,  shew, 
that  the  bishop  of  Rochester  came  to  town  on 
Wednesday  the  11th,  and  went  to  Bromley  on 
Tharsday  the  12th  of  April. 

It  appears  hy  a letter  writ  to  Kelly  from 
France  by  the  late  loid  Marr,  and  intercepted, 
that  on  Monday  the  10th  of  April  (which  was 
the  first  post-day  to  France,  alter  the  bishop 
had  sent  for  Kelly)  Kelly  had  writ  to  Marr  an 
account  of  his  negotiations  with  Illiugton,  and 
of  Illington’s  willingness  to  be  reconciled  to  one, 
designed  by  the  name  of  llacket.  Who  Hacket 
is,  does  not  appear  to  your  Committee,  but  he 
ij  described  in  several  of  the  letters  as  a person 
in  ill  health,  retired  in  the  country,  and  one  in 
whom  the  Pretender’s  agents  at  Paris,  place 
their  greatest  hopes  and  confidence  next  to 
Illington.  This  reconciliation  with  Hacket, 
Illington  was  desirous  might  be  kept  secret  for 
some  time,  that  it  might  not  be  known  they 
acted  in  concert. 

It  appears  by  another  letter  to.  Kelly  from 
Dillon’s  secretary  at-  Paris,  that  Illington  had 
writ  a mysterious  letter  thither,  and  that  Kelly 
had  writ  a subsequent  one  in  explanation  of  it, 
which  had  been  shewn  to  Dillon. 

The  first  letter  that  was  intercepted  from 
Kelly  himself,  was  dated  the  22d  of  April, 
signed  James  Johnson  (the  name  he  always 
went  by,  and  often  signed  by)  and  directed  to 
Gordon  junior,  banker  at  Boulogne,.at  whose 
house  ills  probable  he  had  been  entertained  in 
his  lost  return  from  Paris;  which  Gordon  is 
mentioned  in  a letter  from  Mr.  Craufurd,  as- 
being  formerly  the  Pretender's  banker,  and  as 
one  employed  in  hiring  a vessel  to  transport 
some  of  the  chiefs  of  the  conspiracy  to  Eng- 
land. In  this  letter  to  GordoD,  Kelly  recom- 
mends to  his  care  a packet  inclosed. 

This  pack*! h 
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(which  will  be  proved  to  be  Dillon)  and  con- 
sisted of  three  letters,  one  to  Olivers  himself, 
signed  T.  Jones,  another  to  Musgrave,  (which 
will  be  proved  to  be  Marr)  signed  T.  Illington,  a 
third  to  Mr.  Jackson,  (which  will  be  proved  to 
be  the  Pretender)  signed  1378,  which  number 
is  found  by  the  decypherers  to  denote  the  pro- 
per name  of  a person  beginning  with  the  letter 
R,  in  the  cypher  made  use  of  in  these  three 
letters,  the  order  of  which,  as  your  Committee 
is  informed,  is  alphabetical.  All  the  three  let- 
ters were  dated  the  20th  of  April,  and  appear 
by  the  matter  to  be  from  the  same  person, 
which  prove  1378  to  lie  the  same  with  Jones 
and  Illington.  The  letters  to  Musgrave  and 
Jackson  were  inclosed  in  that  to  Cbivers. 

The  person  who  dictated  these  letters,  speaks 
of  himself  as  being  in  ill  health,  in  great  pain, 
under  some  sad  and  melancholy  circumstances, 
which  made  him  uncapable  of  doing  any  thing 
regularly  at  that  time,  but  which  he  expected 
would  soon  blow  over;  which  agrees  with  the 
bishop’s  circumstances  at  that  time,  whose  wife 
was  extremely  ill,  and  died  six  days  after,  and 
he  himself,  as  has  been  observed  before,  wa3 
at  that  time  afflicted  with  the  gout. 

The  letter  to  Chivers  is  great  part  of  it  out 
of  cypher,  and  with  the  decyphering  is  in  the 
following  words. 

“ Sir ; April  20,  1722. 

“ I ought  to  acknowledge  in  form  the  several 
papers  I have  successively  received  from  you, 
if  I were  capable  at  present  of  doing  any 
thing  regularly;  but  indeed  I am  not,  as  Hat- 
field well  knows,  and  why  I am  not:  Some  time 
must  pass  before  I am  any  way  capable  of  busi- 
ness ; in  the  mean  time  you  are  in  the  right  to 
press  the  gentlemen  concerned  by  all  manner 
of  ways  you  can  think  of,  to  furnish,  what  by 
being  hitherto  not  supplied,  has  rendered  the 
thing  impracticable.  They  were  desirous  of 
having  that  matter  intirely  in  their  own  manage- 
ment, and  I not  unwilling  that  they  should  have 
it,  being  always  diffident  of  success  on  my  part 
upon  in  terpositions  of  that  kind ; and  therefore 
it  gave  me  no  concern  to  be  so  freely  excused 
from  any  share  (as  I was  for  a great  while)  in 
that  trouble.  At  last  indeed,  when  the  point 
was  found  upon  trial  to  be  more  difficult  than 
they  expected,  1 was  pressed  to  undertake  the 
matter ; but  sd  late,  that  I did  not  think  it 
reasonable  for  me  then  to  interpose,  nor  can  I 
yet  undertake  any  thing  of  that  kind,  it  being 
what  (since  some  former  mis-management 
wherein  I was  deeply  concerned)  I have  con- 
stantly declined,  hoping  that  I might  not  be  al- 
together unuseful  to  the  service,  if  I went  on  to 
promote  it  in  my  own,  that  is,  in  another  way. 
I still  hope  so,  and  that  a little  lime  (which 
must  be  employed  in  doing  nothing  but  solicit- 
ing supplies)  will  give  me  room  for  entering 
into  measures  that  may  be  somewhat  mode  sig- 
nificant than  those  formerly  taken  ; this  I shall 
endeavour,  being  at  present  perfectly  tired  by 
the  distracting  measures  which  have  been  taker 
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equal  to  the  work,  and  nt  the  same  lime  not 
agreeing  among  themselves.  This  is  alllcnn 
say  at  present,  but  that  I sun,  with  the  same  in- 
tire respect  mid  fidelity  I ever  was,  Sir,  Your 
most,  fee.  T.  Jokes.” 

" I jiavc  commmunicated  the  copies  of  Mr. 
Mnufield'a  and  Jacob’s  letters,  which  besides 

the  G . . . . : (whereof  they  Imd 

a copy) wore  the  only  ones  of  those  transmitted, 
that  l’  was  directed,  or  imlepd  thought  proper 
so  to  do.  Though  I have  for  some  time 
thought,  that  nothing  of  importance  should  be 
trusted  to  the  post,  and  am  resolved  myself  not 
to  scud  that  way;  yet  the  death  of  lord  Sunder- 
land i nukes  such  a caution  more  indispcnsibly 
necessary ; for  you  may  depend  upon  it,  thnt 
those  in  power  here  will  now  enter  into  mea- 
sures of  more  severity  and  strictness,  and  em- 
ploy nil  their  diligence,  ns  well  as  power,  ou 
such  ctacosions." 

That  Chivers,  to  whom  this  letter  was  di- 
rected, mean?  general  Dillon,  is  evident  from 
the  following  circumstances. 

On  the  13th  ofhJay,Cane  writing  to  Kelly, 
owns  the  receipt  of  these  letters  from  the  bishop, 
but  over  against  the  pame  of  Cane  in  Piunket's 
cypher,  is  writ  Dillon,  and  Kelly  answeriug  this 
very  letter  of  Cane’s  directs  to  Olivers.  Be- 
sides which,  it  appears  from  innnmerablc  pas- 
sages, that  Cane  and  Olivers  mean  the  same 
with  Digby  nnd  Dixwell,  which  have  been 
shewn  at  large  to  denote  general  Dillon. 

The  bishop’s  letter  to  Muf  grave  (who  will  be 
proved  to  be  the  late  lord  Marr)  is  as  follows : 

To  Mr.  Musgrave. 

"Sir;  April  20,  1722. 

“ l received  from  Mr.  Ilatlield  (after  a long 
intermission  of  such  favours)  a letter  which 
was  very  welcome  to  me:  I bave  also  consi- 
dered carefully  wlmt  he  had  to  offer  to  me  in 
particular,  and  entirely  agree  with  what  is  pro- 
posed ; but  ray  present  sad  circumstances  (ol 
which  lie  has  already  informed  you)  will  not 
suffer  ine  to  be  active  soon,  or  even  set  for- 
ward the  affiiirs  entrusted  with  me  in  so  speedy 
a maimer  as  I could  wish;  the  best  is,  that  as 
J cannot  act  openly,  so  neither  is  there,  I 
think,  any  immediate  need  of  it,  some  time  be- 
iug  requisite  towards  ripening  matters  in  order 
to  fix  the  C 'd,  which,  if  has- 

tily begun,  may  bo  attended  with  suspicions 
and  oilier  iuconvenienoes ; but  you  may  de- 
pend upon  it  shut  the  : : s 

committed  to  my  care,  shall  be  forwarded  in 
due  lime  to- the  persons  concerned,  as  alio  all 

such  other  : s ns  I judge,  and  at  the 

timo  I judge,  they  will  best  promote  the  ser- 
vice. What  is  to  be  wished  for,  is,  that  the 
person  whom  I nra  to  act  with,  would  come  to 
town,  aud  his  doing  so  may  bo  facilitated  better 
from  your  side,  than  by  any  tiling  that  can  be 
done  here ; by  that  time  he  coraos,  I hope  I 
shall  be  able  to  take  my  part  with  him.  I 
add 


thus  much,  but  that  l am  with  entire  respect, 
mid  confidence,  Sir,  &e.  T.  Ilmnoton."  . 

That  Musgrave  (to  whom  tins  letter  wns  di-  I 
rectod)  means  Mnrr,  is  thus  proved. 

Dillon's  secretary  writes  to  Kelly  that  Mr. 
Lpnc  .(over  ngainst  which  numo  in  Piunket's' 
cypher  is  writ  lord  Mnrr)  was  much  pleased 
with  his  first  letter,  which,  a?  lias  been  ob-  | 
served  before,  was  writ  on  the  16th  of  April,  | 
Surin  after  a person  writes  to  Kelly,  ncltnow-  , 
ledging  the  receipt  of  this  letter  of  the  1 6th  of  . 
April,  and  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  Illing-  1 
tun's  willingness  to  he  reconciled  withHacket; 
his  letter  is  signed  1)18,  which  number  is  found  j 
by  the  decypherers  to  denote  the  proper  name  ' 
of  n person  beginning  with  tho  letter  M,  nnd  ■ 
Kelly  answering  this  letter  directs  to  Mus-  ' 

Besides  which,  Musgrave  is  found  to  be  a 
person,  whose  pension  is  said  to  be  stopped  in  I 
England,  at  the  very  time  that  a pension 
granted  to  the  late  lord  Marr  was  stopped,  and  | 
is  spoken  of  in  other  letters  as  one  suspected  of  } 
betraving  them,  with  such  circumstances  as  fir 
the  person  meant  to  be  the  late  lord  Marr.  ■ 
The  bishop’s  letter  to  Jackson  (who  will  be  I 
proved  to  mean  the  Pretender)  is  as  follows: 

To  Mr.  Jackson,  under  the  cover  of  ftjr.  Gor- 
don le  fils  Banquier  a Boulogne  surMcr. 

“ Sir  j April  20,  1723. 

“I  am  sorry  to  find  by  yours,  which  Hat- 
field brought,  that  you  know  our  circumstances 
on  chi*  side  so  well,  because  that  knowledge 
does  not,  I apprehend,  give  you  any  advanta- 
geous opinion  of  us  ; however,  let  that  be  us  it 
will,  it  is  not  fit  you  should  tie  deceived,  and 
rely  on  more  than  will  he  made  good  to  you  t 
if  you  guessed  at  my  right  mind,  I dare  say  it 
was  agreeable  to  your  own,  and  that  you  could 
not  but  see  through  the  forwardness  of  all 
those  unsupported  pretending  people.  Not- 
withstanding this  opportunity  is  elapsed,  I agree 
with  ynw.  another  muy  offer  before  the  end  of 
the  year,  though  not  perhaps  every  way  so  fa- 
vourable: however  it  became  me  to  speak 
strongly  on  that  head,  especially  ut  the  time 

when  the  : was  drawn,  which  was 

lung  before  it  was  transmitted,  for  it  was  kept 
back  a great  while,  in  hopes  that  deeds  might 
have  accompanied  words,  and  sent  at  last  rather 
to  justify  the  writer  in  respect  to  that  part  he. 
bad  undertaken,  than  to  push  on  uny  design  in 
so  unprovided  a condition  ; 1 find  I was  not 
mistaken,  and  am  glad  1 was  jiot  so,  though 

every  word  of  that  : passed  the 

view  and  approbation  of  the  persons  concerned, 

I but  they  were  to  be  nnd  shall  always  be  by  me 
! treated  tenderly,  though  nothing  shall  engage 
me  to  enter  deep  with  them  /or  the  future.  I 
bad  taken  this  resolution  hefore  Hatfield’s  re- 
turn, nnd  am  pleased  to  find  that  you  concur 
, with  me  in  opinion.  As  soon  as  God  restores 
me  to  my  health,  and  some  other  melancholy 
I circumstances  are  blown  over,  which  will  he  as 

fir  me>  1 WlU  a0t 


be  idle.  In  the  mean  time  give  me  leave  to 
withdraw  myself  seemingly  from  a'ny  engage- 
ment of  this  kind  ; I shad  return  to  it,  I doubt 
not,  with  more  ability  to  promote  the  work  : 
not  that  I will  decline  any  proper  occasions 
that  may  offer  themselves  to  converse  freely 
with  the  men,  and  in  the  mauner  I hate  been 
used  to  do,  for  it  is  fit  upon  all  accounts  1 
should  do  so ; but  by  little  and  little  that  con- 
fidence will  cool,  and  make  room,  I hope,  for 
somewhat  of  a inory  solid  and  important  na- 
ture. I dictate  this  in  great  pain,  and  for  that 
reason,  and  because  1 am  not  ut  present  in  any 
readiness  to  go  further,  I shall  add  only  my 
faithful  assurances  of  an  entire  and  unalterable 
respect  for  you.  R.” 

That  Jackson  (to  whom  this  letter  is  di- 
rected) means  the  Pretender,  appears  from 
Plunket’s  cypher,  in  which,  over  against  the 
name  of  Jackson,  is  writ,  The  King;  though 
two  names  had  gone  before  in  that  cypher, 
over  against  w hich  is  writ.  King  George. 

Besides  which,  Plunket's  letter  mentioning 
liis  and  Layer's  journey  to  Rome,  is  directed 
to  Mr.  Jackson;  and  Jackson  appears  from 
other  letters  to  be  the  same  with  Malcom,  to 
whom  application  is  made  in  a letter  from 
Edinburgh,  for  a patent  for  knight  baronet, 
and  for  orders  to  raise  one  or  two  battalions. 

The  cypher  made  use  of  in  these  three  let- 
ters, is  the  very  same  that  is  made  use  of  in 
two  letters  intercepted  from  the  late  duke  of 
Ormond's  Bgents  iu  Spain  ; of  which  notice 
has  been  already  taken.  And  the  same  cy- 
pher is  also  vised  in  letters  from  George  Kelly, 
and  to  Dennis  Kelly.  And  among  the  papers 
of  the  latter  was  found  a piece  of  a cypher  in 
George  Kelly's  hand-writing,  which  your  Com- 
mittee are  informed  is  a supplement  to  the 
cypher  made  use  of  in  Jones  and  Illington's 
letters. 

The  clerks  of  the  post-office,  who  opened 
and  copied  these  three  letters,  having  been 
shewn  several  papers  sworn  10  be  George 
Kelly's  band-writing,  have  deposed  upon  oath, 
that  the  letter  to  Gordon  junior,  signed  James 
Johnson,  as  well  as  the  three  letters  inclosed 
in  it,  directed  to  Chivers,  JVIusgrave  and  Jack- 
son,  were  all,  to  the  best  of  tbeir  knowledge 
and  belief,  writ  in  the  same  hand  with  those 
papers : Which  joined  to  Neynoe’s  informa- 
tion, that  Kelly  had  told  him  he  was  employed 
in  writing  letters  for  the  bishop  to  the  Pre- 
lender's  agents  abroad  ; that  the  bishop  never 
let  him  carry  a bit  of  his  hand-writing  out  of 
the  room  ; and  that  Kelly  made  use  both  of  a 
numerical  cypher,  and  a cypher  of  fictitious 
namus,  for  managing  this  treasonable  corres- 
pondence ; appears  to  be  a strong  confirmation 
that  these  three  letters  were  dictated  to  Kelly 
by  the  bishop,  and  that  the  bishop  is  the  per- 
son denoted  by  the  names  of  Jones  and  Illing- 
ton,  and  by  the  cypher  1378. 

In  what  manner  these  letters  were  conveyed 
to  Paris,  will  be  observed  in  that  part  of  the 
Report  whidi>l^aS%,j®.g^feei.| 
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Paris  own  the  receipt  of  their 
their  cousin  Jones;  and  on  the 
7th  of  May,  Kelly  writes  Dillon  word,  that  II- 
lington  is  glad  to  bear  his  letters  came  safe, 
and  wishes  his  next  to-be  more  to  Dillon’s  sa- 
• tisfaction. 

Your  Committee  having  thus  laid  before  you 
the  grouDds  they  have  to  be  convinced,  that 
these  three  letters  were  sent  from  the  bishop  of 
Rochester  to  general  Dillon,  the  late  lord 
Marr,  and  the  Pretender  ; they  think  it  their 
duty  to  make  some  observations  on  the  contents 
of  them. 

They  observe  from  his.  letter  to  Dillon,  that 
he  Ivas  Contracted  a great  intimacy  and  familia- 
rity with  a professed  Roman  Catholic,  who  ap- 
peared openly  in  arms  against  the  late  king 
William  in  Ireland,  and  being  obliged  to  leave 
that  country  so  long  ago  as  the  capitulation  of 
Limerick,  has  ever  since  adhered  to  the  same 
cause  in  foreign  parts,  and  is  at  present  more 
active  and  industrious  than  any  other  of  the 
Pretender’s  agents,  in  exciting  a rebellion  in 
these  kingdoms.  lie  is  at  this  time  a lieutenant 
general,  and  has  the  command  of  one  of  the 
, Irish  regiments  in  the  French  service. 

Your  Committee  observe,  That  as  the  dif- 
i ferent  professions  of  these  two  persons  could 
I lay  no  sort  of  foundation  for  any  intimacy  or 
' intercourse  between  them,  so  the  long  absence 
of  general  Dillon  mnkes  it  highly  probable, 
that  their  acquaintance  could  not  be  com- 
menced before  his  leaving  these  kingdoms;  and 
that  it  can  only  have  proceeded  from  their 
being  long  united  and  confederated  in  the  com- 
mon support  of  the  same  wicked  cause. 

Yet  their  intimacy  is  such,  that  the  bishop 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  several  papers  from 
Dillon,  together  Vitfi  directions  for  communi- 
cating them,  which  the  bishop  owns  he  obeyed 
ns  far  as  he  judged  it  proper  for  the  service. 
Some  of  these  papers  appear  to  have  been  from 
the  late  duke  of  Ormond,  who  is  attainted; 
and  others  probably  from  the  Pretender,  whom 
he  has  so  often  abjured. 

He  advises  Dillon  to  press  the  soliciting  sup- 
plies ; and  owns  lie  has  been  desired  to  under- 
take that  province  himself,  but  that  he  Had 
hitherto  declined  it;  not  from  such  restraints  as 
should  naturally  have  arisen  in  the  mind  of  one 
of  his  character  and  function,  but  merely  on  ac- 
count of  some  former  ill  success  and  misma- 
nagement, in  which  he  owns  he  had  been  deeply 
concerned. 

He  afterwards  advises  Dillou  to  use  the  same 
caution  which  he  himself  intended,  of  not  trust- 
ing auy  tiling  of  importance  to  the  post,  endea- 
vouring-to  act  within  the  shelter  and  safeguard 
of  the  Taws  for  subverting  our  happy  constitu- 

Tliis  great  caution,  which  (as  Neynoe  said 
Kelly  told  him)  the  bishop  used,  made  him  so 
extremely  careful,  as  not  to  let  even  the  man 
he  trusted  most,  have  one  line  of  his  own  hand- 
writing ; and  shews  that  he  was  wonderfully  so- 
licitous, not  to  avoid  the  guilt  of  treason,  but 
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saving  himself  from  hie  danger  of  legal  con- 
viction. 

Another  of  his  letters  is  to  the  late  lord  Marr, 
who  so  lately  appeared  in  arms  ngninst  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  has  since  had  n post  of  the  greatest 
confidence  and  trust  near  the  Pretender. 

In  this  letter  he  owns  the  receipt  of  one  from 
Marr  by  Kelly,  together  with  verbal  instruc- 
tions ; which,  to  cut  off  all  excuse  of  surprise 
or  inadvertency,  he  says  lie  carefully  considered, 
and  yet  intirely  agreed  to. 

He  then  mentions  his  present  sod  circum- 
stances, but  comforts  himself,  that  as  they  will 
not  permit  him  soon  to  act  openly,  so  neither 
is  there,  he  thinks,  any  immediate  occasion  for 
it, -some  time  being  necessary  towards  ripening 
matters;  so  that  when  a proper  opportunity 
should  Imve  offered,  the  mask  was  to  have  been 
thrown  off,  and  he  was  then  openly  to  have 
avowed  the  cause,  which  he  has  hitherto  sup- 
ported only  in  disguise. 

The  other  letter  of  the  bishop’s  is  to  the  Pre- 
tender liimself,  in  defiance  to  that  law  which 
makes  the  holding  any  correspondence  with 
him,  or  his  agents,  high  treason.  In  this  letter 
he  owns  the  receipt  of  one  from  the  Pretender  ; 
and  to  shew  how  well  he  deserved  that  confi- 
dence, be  himself,  who  best  knows  the  thoughts 
of  his  own  heart,  declares,  that  if  the  Pretender 
guessed  at  bis  right  mind,  he  dares  say  it  is 
agreeable  to  the  Pretender's  own. 

He  then  encourages  the  Pretender  to  hope 
for  a second  opportunity,  though  not  every  way 
so  favourable  as  the  first,  which  was  elapsed. 

This  favourable  opportunity  appears  to  have 
been  that  of  the  elections ; and  your  Committee 
cannot  but  observe,  that  the  two  most  riotoos 
elections  of  any  throughout  the  kingdom,  were' 
that  of  Westminster,  a place  under  the  imme- 
diate influence  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester ; and 
that  of  Coventry,  which  appears  by  this  report 
to  have  been  animated  by  Carte  nn  agent  of 
the  bishop’s,  and  one  employed  by  him  in 
managing  his  treasonable  correspondence. 

He  afterwards  takes  to  bimseif  the  merit  of 
some  writing,  which  he  had  drawn  up  and 
transmitted  to  the  Pretender,  after  it  had  first 
passed  the  view  and  approbation  of  the  persons 
concerned : though  he  says  it  bad  been  kept 
back  a great  while,  in  hopes  that  deeds  might 
have  accompanied  .words : which  again  shews 
his  treasonable  intentions  to  bave  been  the  re- 
sult of  mature  deliberation;  and  that  though  be 
had  hitherto  dealt  in  words,  yet  other  acts  of 
treason  were  what  he  hoped  for,  and  was  aim- 
ing  at. 

As  soon  as  God  should  restore  him  to  his 
health,  he  promises  to  abuse  it  towards  the 
prosecution  of  his  treasons,  and  in  the  mean 
time  desires  leave  to  withdraw  himself  seem- 
ingly from  any  engagements  of  that  kind,  that 
he  might  return  with  greater  zeal  and  activity 
to  destroy  this  church  and  state,  by  placing  a 
popish  Preteuder  on  the  throne,  in  violation  of 
the  most  snered  oaths  so  frequently  taken  by 
him. 


Yonr  Committee  will  now  proceed  to  shew 
what  farther  part  the  bishop  uppears  to  have 
had  in  the  treasonable  correspondence  and 
negotiations  carried  on  with  the  Pretender’s 
agents  in  France. 

On  the  lltli  of  May,  Motfield  answers  II- 
lington’s  Letter  sent  to  Musgravc  (Marr)  the 
20tb  of  April.  This  answer  was  inclosed  in  a 
Letter  to  Kelly.  The  substance  of  the  an- 
swer is  to  condole  with  Illington  on  his  loss, 
and  to  express  great  satisfaction  on  finding 
him  in  llie  same  sentiments  with  Marr  in  rela- 
tion to  their  old  friends  and  acquaintance 
(Hacket)  and  id  another  Letter  to  Kelly,  he 
lets  Illington  know  how  agreable  this  reconci- 
liation would  be  to  Farmer,  and  how  much  to 
Farmer’s  interest, 

Your  Committee  see  reason  to  believe  from  I 
passages  in  several  of  the  letters,  that  Farmer 
means  the  Pretender. 

It  lias  been  observed  above,  one  of  the  pe- 
riods  of  time,  fixed  by  the  conspirators  for  put-  I, 
ting  their  design  in  execution,  was  the  begin- 
ning  of  May,  1722. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  Dillon's  secretary  writes  j 
to  Kelly,  “ That  Mr.  Jones  cannot  take  a better 
time  to  have  bimseif  fitted  with  an  easy  saddle, 
there  being  a number  of  saddlers  idle  in  France 
at  present,  who  in  case  of  wars  would  be  so 
very  busy  there  would  be  no  coming  at  them.”  m 
This  is  explained  by  whnt  Neynoe  said,  that  in 
Kelly’s  cypher  sadlers  stood  for  Irish  soldiers,  , 
though  he  did  not  know  nny  Letters  had  been 
intercepted  where  that  term  was  made  use  of, 
and  in  Plunket’s  cypher,  saddles  stand  for  re-< 
giments,  and  girt  for  one  hundred  men. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  Dillon  himself  ncknow-  t 
leges  the  receipt  of  his  cousin  Jones’s  letters 
of  the  20th  of  April,  and  “expresses  much 
concern  for  that  lady's  ill  stale  of  health,  being 
much  afraid  his  own  small  concerns  can  hardly  ' 
be  settled  to  satisfaction,  till  she  is  able  to  so-  j 
licit  in  bis  favour." 

On  the  7th  of  May,  Kelly  writes  to  Mus- 
grave(Marr)  “ That  he  had  communicated  his 
Letter  to  Mr.  Jones ; and  that  Mr.  Jones  de- 
sired a Letter  from  Mnsgrave  or  Farmer  (the 
Pretender)  to  Hacket,  to  bring  him  to  town,  , 
without  which  it  would  be  impracticable  for  ! 
them  to  do  business  together ; that  Jones  finds 
Armstrong  and  company  very  loth  to  be  any 
way  concerned,  having  no  opinion  of  the  pre-  , 
sent  hnnds,  however  that  it  is  still  necessary  to 
make  the  most  of  them.” 

Who  is  meant  by  Armstrong  and  Company 
docs  not  appear  to  the  Committee, 

On  the  9th  of  May,  Dillon's  secretary  writes 
to  Kelly,  “ That  if  this  post  had  not  brought  an 
addition,  of  three  to  the  six  formerly  come  from 
Kepney,  it  is  easy  7or  Mrs.  Jones  to  see  what 
is  still  wanting  for  the  purchase  she  intends  to 
make.”  Who  is  meant  by  Repney  is  not  cer- 
tain, but  in  the  following  part  of  tlii9  report 
there  will  appear  grounds  of  a probable  con- 

Tliis  passage  relates  to  a bill  of  exchange  (of  | 
6,opQf.  ^rp^ab|^  , jt«t  Calais,  and  ' 
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i lienee  to  Waters  the  Pretender's  banker  at 
Paris,  on  the  16th  of  April  ; the  receipt  of 
whichis  acknowledged  in  several  letters  hoch  to 
George  Kelly  and  Dennis  Kelly.  This  para- 
graph which  says,  “ That  if  three  more  are 
not  come,  besides  the  six  from  Repuey,  it  is 
easy  for  Airs.  Jones  to  see  what  is  still  wanting 
for  the  purchase  she  intends  to  make,'’  shews 
plainly,  that  Jones  was  at  least  privy  to  that 
remittance,  which  agrees  with  what  fancier 
has  deposed  upou  oath,  that  he  was  told  by 
Sbeene,  among  other  particulars  relating  to  the 
conspiracy,  that  a large  contribution  had  been 
raised  and  put  under  the  management  ot  tilt- 
bishop  of  Rochester,  which  was  called  their 
military  chest. 

On  the  10th  of  May  (three  days  after  the 
encampment)  Kelly  writes  to  Dillon’s  secretary 
•*  That  it  was  reported  the  king  had  absolutely 
refused  to  put  off  his  journey,  and  intended  to 
set  out  early  next  month  ; and  thac  if  they 
could  theu  compass  barrels  enough,  the  sooner 
the  wine  comes,  he  believes  the  better.  He 
adds,  that  Jones  promises  to  be  a good  cus- 
tomer, aud  that  he  hopes  Hacket  and  Jones 
will  give  them  the  finishing  stroke.”  The  time 
of  year  iu  which  this  letter  was  writ,  and  tlte 
absurd  supposition  of  its  being  more  difficult  to 
find  barrels  than  wine,  shews  sufficiently  that 
these  words  are  not  to  be  taken  in  their  literal 

Your  Committee  are  informed,  that  wine  was 
explained  by  Neynoe  to  mean  invasion,  though 
he  had  never  been  told  that  any  such  word  had 
been  made  use  of  in  these  letters,  nor  had 
been  asked  any  question  about  it  ; and  in 
Plunket’s  cypher,  barrels  is  explained  army, 
and  vines  one  thousnud  men. 

On  the  19th  of.AIuy,  Dillon's  secretary  writes 
to  Kelly,  “'That  he  is  assured  by  good  hands, 
Hacket  aud  Jones  are  the  best  able  to  adjust 
his  particular  concerns  ; that  he  does  not  ques- 
tion their  good  dispositions,  and  that  doing  it 
timely  will  be  a double  merit.” 

On  the  19th  of  May  Kelly  was  taken  into 
custody,  about  the  7th  of  June  he  was  admitted 
to  bail,  and  on  the  11th  he  writes  an  account 
of  bis  examination  to  one  Gerard,  whom  your 
Committee  believe  to  be  sir  John  D’Obryen, 
whom  Kelly  owned  to  be  employed  bv  Dillon 
in  writing  for  bim.  In  this  letter  Kelly  says, 
“ He  was  chiefly  questioned  about  a little  dog 
he  got  from  France,  and  about  five  or  six  cant 
names,  which  were  Illington,  Jones,  Cune, 
Howell,  Qoitwel,  and  Hacket;  and  that  whoever 
Illington  is,  he  was  the  person  chiefly  struck  at." 

On  the  18th  of  June  he  writes  to  Dillon, 
“That  it  is  absolutely  uecessary  to  make  no 
more  use  of  their  present  account  book  since 
those  that  have  got  part,  may  by  the  same 
method  have  got  the  whole;  and  that  it  will  be 
highly  improper  for  him  to  meddle  with  busi- 
ness, at  least  for  some  time.” 

From  this  time  forward  your  Committee  ob- 
serve that  the  names  of  Jones  and  Illington  are 
no  more  beard  of  in  the  intercepted  corres- 
pondence, npife  SsIfeWy  frgWfflfei 
write  letters  of  great  business,  hut  in  his  stead 
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Thomas  Carte,  clerk,  tnkes  up  the  management 
of  the  bishop’s  correspondence. 

The  letters  from  Carte  are  signed,  and  those 
to  him  directed,  by  the  name  of  George  Wil- 
liams ; and  Mrs.  llarhiu,  to  whose  house  they 
were  directed,  having  been  examined  before 
some  lords  of  the  council,  has  deposed  on  oath, 
that  Carte  desired  her  to  take  in  letters  so  di- 
rected ; and  that  she  delivered  one  so  directed 
into  his  own  hands. 

And  in  the  cypher  taken  among  Dennis 
Kelly's  papers  iu  George  Kelly’s  Imad-writing, 
Mr.  Cartels  designed  by  the  fictitious  mimes  of 
Thomns  and  Trotter,  who  appear,  by  com- 
paring severtd  passages  in  the  letters,  to  mean 
the  same  person  with  George  Williams. 

From  the  time  of  George  Kelly's  being  first 
taken  up,  the  bishop  of  Rochester  is  denoted 
by  the  names  of  Rig  and  Weston,  as  will  ap- 
pear from  the  following  circumstances. 

On  the  30lh  of  August,  Kelly  writes  to 
Dillon  a long  letter,  which  contains  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  bishop’s  being  taken  into  custody, 
examined,  and  committed.  On  the  14th  of 
September,  Dillon’s  secretary  writes  to  Kelly, 
“ That  his  letter  on  the  30th  of  August  came 
safe,  and  that  the  particulars  he  gave  of  Mr. 
Rig’s  case  were  very  acceptable  to  Dillon, 
whose  concern  for  a true  and  worthy  friend  and 
relation  cannot  be  doubted,  and  a longing  de- 
sire to  know  her  entirely  clearofher  distemper.” 
In  the  same  letter  he  desires  to  know  what  is 
become  of  Carte. 

That  Rig  denotes  the  bishop  is  farther  con- 
firmed by  these  particulars:  Kelly  in  his  first 
letter  after  his  enlargement,  writes  word  to 
Gerrard  ; “ All  I can  do  now,  will  be  only  to 
deliver  to  your  cousin  Rig  any  goods  that  you 
can  send  by  private  hands  : He  is  determined 
not  to  receive  them  auy  other  way,  and  indeed 
I cannot  say  he  is  in  the  wrong.  How  far  this 
late  affair  may  affect  him,  I cannot  tell.” 

Now  since  it  appears  thatKelly  was  formerly 
employed  in  conveying  letters,  to  and  from 
the  bishop  (which  are  often  called  goods 
in  the  intercepted  correspondence)  since  the 
bishop  himself  had  desired  in  his  letter  to 
Dillon,  that  no  more  letters  of  consequence 
might  be  trusted  to  the  post,  and  since  Kelly’s 
examination  about  the  dog  could  affect  no  one 
but  the  bishop,  it  may  justly  be  concluded, 
that  Rig  and  the  bishop  are  the  same. 

That  Weston  is  the  bishop,  will  appear 
from  the  following  circumstances. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  Dillon’s  secretary  writes 
to  Carte,  and  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  him  of  the  28th  of  May,  (which  was 
soon  after  Kelly’s  being  taken  up)  and  after 
expressing  great  satisfaction,  “ That  the  late 
rumours  of  a plot  had  not  occasioned  a total 
interruption  of  commerce,  nor  obliged  any  of 
their  correspondents  logo  aside:  he  adds,  tbut 
Dillon  desires  to  be  most  kindly  remembered 
to  his  good  friend  Mr.  Weston,  for  whom  he 
was  in  the  greatest  concern,  on  account  of  a 
story  that  his  clerk  bad  been  laid  up  for  debt, 
r->W- will  put 
him  at  full  ease  in  this  matter.” 
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taken  up,  and  his  relation  of  clerkship  to  the 
bishop  lias  been  fully  explained  by  what  goes 
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before. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  Carte  writes  to  Dillon’s 
secretary,  anil  endeavours  to  put  him  nt  fall 
easb  in  relation  to  Mr.  Weston,  by  telling 
him,  “That  Mr.  Weston  is  ' 


fectly  well,  and  ns  easy  in  nil  liis  affairs 
man  alive,  and  very  much  Dillon’s  bumble  ser- 
vant.” It  nppears  by  depositions  annexed  to 
Ibis  Report,  that  the  bishop  was  in  the  country 
. “t  that  time. 


■ On  tile  14th of  Joly,  Dillon  writes  to  Weston, 
undercover  to  Carte  ; mid  desires  he  will  ad- 
mit one  Skinner  (sent  over  from  France  express) 
-to  receive  liis  commands. 

On  the  26th  of  Jnly,  Kelly  writes  word  that 
Itig  and  Skin  had  been  lately  together,  and 
that  before  they  met,  Rig  sent  to  him  to  know 
how  Skin  stood  with  Dillon  nnd  his  partners. 

On  the  ’same  day  Stanley  (who  appears  by 
the  matter  of' bis  letter  to  he  the  same  with 
Skinned,  writes  to  Dilion,  “ That  he  had  been 
with  the  correspondent,  to  whom  the  letter  of 
credit  was  sent,  and  Iind  partly  engaged  him  in 
his  arrack  affair.”  On  the  60th  of  July,  Carte 
writes  word,  lie  had  the  honour  of  introducing 
Stanley  to  Mr.  Wtston,  and  mentions  the 
arrack  uffair,  of  which  notice  will  betaken  in 

From  these  passages  it  appears,  that  Weston 
(the  name  made  use  of  by  Carte)  means  the 
same  with  Rig,  (made  use  of  by  Kelly)  which 
last  was  shewn  before  to  mean  the  bishop  of 
Rochester. 

Rig  therefore  and  Weston  being  made  use  of 
to  denote  the  bishop,  it  remains  to  be  consi- 
dered what  part  llig  or  Weston  appear  to 
bear  in  the  sequel  of  the  intercepted  corres- 
pondence. 


le  7t!i  of  June,  that  they  apprehended 
in  general  on  Kelly’s  being  taken  up,  that  some 
of  their  correspondents  would  be  obliged  to  go 
. aside,  but  that  their  greatest  pain  was  for  M r. 
Weston,  vfhose  intimacy  with  Kelly  was  such, 
that  Kelly  issiiled  his  plerk,  which  ib  no  im- 
proper name  for  one  that  kept  the  cyphers, 
which  are  stiled  throughout  the  intercepted  let- 
ters, books  of  accompts,  nnd  in  Layer’s  cypher 
are  called  rentals.  If  Kelly  had  had  no  secrets 
to  reveal,  the  pain  for  Mr.  Weston,  and  the 
fear  of  other  correspondents  going  aside, 
would  not  have  been  so  Considerable. 

On  tlie  14th  of  June  Carte  sets  them  at  ease 
in  relation  to  Weston,  who  was,  he  save,  as 
easy  in  his  affairs  as  any  man  alive:  Which 
might  he  the  case,'  Kelly  having  burnt  his 
papers,  being  bailed  out,  and  at  liberty  to  as- 
sure bis  Friends,  that  the  lords  could  get  nothing 
out  of  him  nt  his  examination,,  where  he  stre- 
nuously denied  his  having  ever  heard  of  the 
names  of  Jones  orlUingtou. 

On  the  11th  of  Juno,  Kellv  sends  his  friends 
■cEaris 

after  complaining  cSF their  neglect,  in  not  bainog 


him  out  sooner,  olid  intimating  that  rich  usage 
rhi^it  have  provoked  a passionate  mnn  to  be- 
tray their  secrets ; he  says,  your  old  friend  Rig 
indeed  offered  all  that  could  be  expected  frum 
the  poor  man.  This  passage  proves  pretty  ' 
plainly  that  Rig  was  one  of  those  whose  secrets 
it  was  in  Kellv’s  nowOr  to  have  betraved.  ami 


Kelly's  power  to  have  betrayed,  and 
who  therefore’  thought  himself  principally  con- 
cerned to  keep  Kelly  in  good  temper,  by  all 
possible  offers  of  assistance. 

Kelly  in  his  next  letter  of  the  18th  of  June, 
says,  “ The  occasion  of  my  Inisforfoue  1 will 
lay  at  nobody’s  door  in  particnlur,  though 
your  old  friend  Rig  seems  to  believe,  it  has 
rather  proceeded  from  some  pretended  friend  t 
than  any  real  enemy;  nnd  ns  his  conjecture 
lies  on  this  side,  yon  may  easily  guess  the  point  | 
it  tends  to.”  Tiiis  passage  shews,  tlmt  the 
discoveries  made  Were  known  by  Rig  to  be  well 
founded,  6iuce  no  one  could  be  led  to  suspect, 
that  an  information  imirely  false  should  pro-  j 
coed  from  some  friend  intirely  in  the  secret ; 1 
besides,  it  shews  Rig  hud  friends,  in  whose 
power  it  was  to  betray  him,  and  that  those  i 
friends  were  known  to  the  correspondents  in  I 
France,  since  Kelly  says,  they  are  nble  to  guess 
who  it  is  that  Rig  suspects  on  this  side.  This  K 
is  a farther  iniimutinn,  that  Rig  had  friends  on 
the  other  side  of  the  water,  in  whose  power  it  j 
was  equally  to  have  betrayed  the  secret. 

Kelly  then  tells  Dillon,  •*  That  iris  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  no  more  use  of  their  present  i 
ncdotnpt  book,  since  they  that  have  got  part, , 
may  by  the  same  method  have  got  the  whole."  | 
This  is  a direct  confession,  that  the  names  of  | 
Jones  and  Illington,  and  others  on  which  Kelly 


was  questioned,  were  really  a port  of  the  cy- 
pher in  use  between  him  and  his  correspond- 


France:  And  as  Keliy  writ  word  th 
Illington  was  the  person  principally  struck  at, 
nnd  knew  very  well  by  Mrs.  Barnes’s  confession 
about  the  dog,  who  Illington  was  understood; 
to  be,  it  amounts  to  a confession,  that  that) 
exposition  of  the  name  of  Illington  was  true,  i 

He  then  adds,  “ All  that  lies  in  my  power  J 
now,  will  be  to  deliver  to  your  cousin  Rig  any  ■ 
goods  you  can  send  by  private  hands,  he  being: 
determined  not  to  receive  them  any  other  way.’’  ’ 
So  that  by  private  hands  Itig  was  still  willing  to  J 

However  Kelly  says,  “ If  your  business  cao  i 
be  conveyed  any  ot|ier  way  to  hini,  you  cannot 
do  me  a greater  favour  ; for  to  tell  you  the 
truth,  it  is  against  my  opinion  and  inclination, 
to  have  any  farther  dealing' that  way.”  This 
shews  What  dealing  Kelly  lfad  hitherto  had, 
and  at  the  same  time  explains  how  Carte  comcij 
to  be  employed  in  managing  the  bishop’s  cor-j 
respoudeitce  for  the  future. 

Kelly  adds,  “ That  he  does  not  know  how  fnr 
this  late  affair  ipay  affect'  Rig.”  This  shews! 
that  he  knew  Rig  was  engaged  in  some  cri- 
minal coirespondcuce,  since  the  receiving 
dog  from  France,  or  being  called  by  a fictitious) 
name,  could  Hut  otherwise  have  affected  him. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  Carte  writes  a long 

.. — i Mj^.^eslon's  opinion 

'inch.  What  is  meant 
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by  Manuscripts,  does  not  appear ; neither  is  it 
certain  who  Finch  is,  but  he  is  spoke  of  — 
being  in  high  repute  with  Weston. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  Dillon  writes  to  Carte, 
“ That  lie  cannot  apply  to  a more  sufficient 
judge  than  Weston  about  his  concern  with 
Mr.  Finch ; and  he  often  repeats,  that  he 
makes  a most  particular  case  of  Mr.  Weston's 
judgment,  that  he  relies  intirely  on  Weston’s 
friendship  and  advice,”  and  other  expressions 
of  the  like  nature. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  Dillon  writes  a letter 
to  Weston  (the  bishop)  enclosed  to  Carte,  in 
the  following  words : 

*‘ToMrs.  Weston,  inclosed  to  Mr.  George  Wil- 
liams at  Mrs.  Harbin's  over  against  So- 
merset House. 

“ Dear  Madam,  Saturday,  25  July  1722. . 

“ I cannot  on  any  reasonable  grounds  com- 
plain of  your  silence,  though  long  it  tqspears, 
because  I am  informed  of  the  situation 
your  health,  and  the  concerns  of  your  family, 
are  in  by  bankrupts  and  law-suits ; permit  me 
however  to  fulfill  a part  of  my  duty  in  present- 
ing you  my  best  respects,  and  unalterable  at- 
tachment to  you  and  yours.  I wish  this  may 
find  you  so  far  recovered  from  past  mischances, 
as  that  you  may  be  once  more  in  a humour  of 
affording  me  a comfortable  line.  I have  all 
the  stock  I bought  lying  by,  and  I intend  it 
.shall  remain  so,  until  you  advise  me  of  the 
proper  time  to  dispose  of  it,  being  fully  con- 
vinced that  in  the  slippery  age  we  live  in,  I 
cannot  confide  to  any  better  than  you.  I hear 
many  sny  that  our  stocks  will  infallibly  rise 
again  to  a good  height,  by  Mr.  -Walpole's 
wise  and  able  management ; from  whence  I 
should  hope  not  to  be  so  much  a loser  in  re- 
serving mine.  Still  my  lights  at  this  distance 
can  be  but  very  imperfect : Therefore,  dear 
madam,  I will  earnestly  pray  your  direction, 
when  you  find  leisure  to  grant  me  this  favour, 
as  also  of  forgiving  this  trouble,  for  which  I 
offer  amends  in  any  manner  I can  be  of  ser- 
vice to  you.  The  few  acquaintance  of  yours  I 
converse  with  in  these  parts,  are  well,  and 
rely,  as  I do,  on  your  friendly  advice,  in 
most  particular  manner  about'  their  concert  _ 
in  the  funds.  They  desire  you  will  be  pleased 
to  admit  Mr.  Skinner  to  receive  your  commands, 
who  is  directed  to  <w.!!  sjy**  m|d  exolein 
some  particulars  too  tedious  for  a letter."  He 
seems  to  be  very  ready  at  business,  and 
will  obey  your  orders  punctually.  lam  with 
the  greatest  esteem  and  sincerity,  dear  Madam, 
yours,  &c.  Dicby.” 

On  the  16th  of  July,  Dennis  Kelly  writes 
word  to  France,  that  Skinner  arrived  in  town 
the  night  before,  that  he  had  been  to  wait  on 
him,  longing  much  to  know  how  the  fall  of 
stocks  affected  his  friends. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  Kelly  writes  to  Dillon’s 
secretary,  “ That  Rig  and  Skin  had  been  lately 
together,  and  that  before  they  met.  Rig  had 
sent  to  him  to  know  if  Skin  stood  well  with 
Dillon  and  psMiKOT.ftiajlSiiaddsj :-H TibainRig^ 

yoL.vm. 


still  seems  to  promise  his  assistance,  if  he  can 
get  the  better  of  lib  suspicions ; and  that  Rig 
went  into  the  country  the  day  after  Skin  and  he 
had  been  together.’’  It  appears  by  a deposi- 
tion annexed  to  this  Report,  that  the  bishop 
came  to  town  on  the  19th,  and  returned  to 
Bromley  on  the  21st  of  July. 

On  the  same  day  that  Kelly  writ,  Stanley 
.who  is  the  same  with  Skinner)  writes  to  Dillon 
“I  have  been  with  your  correspondent  to  whom 
the  letter  of  credit  was  sent,  who  has  partly  an- 
swered my  demands,  and  promises  to  comply 
in  all  points  with  your  directions.” 

lie  then  adds,  “ I mu3t  now  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  what  product  may  be  Loped  for  from 
the  public  funds.” 

Then  follows  a paragraph,  some  few  letters  of 
which  ore  in  cypher,  but  as  your  Committee  is 
informed,  in  such  an  easy  and  obvious  one,  that 
any  one  that  reads  it,  may  with  the  least  atten- 
tion decypher  it.  In  this  paragraph,  insteud-of 
saying  a word  about  the  funds,  he  acquaints 
Dillon,  “ That  they  are,  certainly  betrayed  by 
some  one  intirely  in  the  secret,  who  has  given 
such  light  into  all  their  affairs,  that  the  most 
minute  circumstances  are  perfectly  found  out; 
that  therefore  he  must  caution  him,  as  he  is  re- 
quested, to  be  very  careful  who  he  converses 
with  even  at  Paris,  without  excepting  any  one.” 

This  paragraph  explains  sufficiently  what  is 
meant  by  stocks  and  funds ; and  it  is  remark- 
able, that  in  Plunket’s  cypher,  Brokers  is  ex- 
plained Agents.  The  owning  themselves  dis- 
covered by  some  one  intirely  in  the  secret, 
proves  there  was  a secret,  and  that  the  disco- 
veries of  the  government  were  well  founded. 

He  then  adds,  “ I have  partly  prevailed  with 
the  correspondent  (Weston)  to  undertake  what 
he  had  firmly  resolved  against,  whichisthe  pro- 
curing Arrack,  which  cannot  fail  succeeding  by 
that  channel."  And  on  the  SOtb  of  July,  Carte 
writes  to  Dillon  in  the  following  words  : 

“ I had  the  honour  of  introducing  Mr.  Stanly 
to  Mr.  West,  who  received  him  in  the  best  man- 
ner, and  assured  him  of  his  readiness  r- 
hira  in  what  he  could.  Mr.  -c*  . serve 

pleased  with  I-;-  ' , di(|  I™';1' 

• — “*>  uuc  a>d  not  engage  him  to 

solicit  in  bis  Arrack  affair,  which  yet  is  of  the 
greatest  consequence  to  him,  and  Mr.  W.  is 
most  capable  of  serving  him  in,  because  in  the 
esteem  of  all  the  commissioners  in  whose  power 
it  is  to  relieve  liini  ill  the  case.  And  ns  Mr. 
W.  would  do  it  effectually  if  engaged  in  it,  so 
Mr.  Stanly  desires  me  to  beg  the  favour  of  you 
to  request  the  favour  of  Mr.W.  in  a letter  from 
you  to  Mr.  Stanley,  which  be  is  sure  would  for- 
tify the  good  inclinations  Mr.  W.bas  already  to 
serve  him,  and  effectually  engage  him  in  the 

'ffie  original  of  this  letter  being  stopped,  is, 
as  your  Committee  are  informed,  in  Carte’s 
own  hand-writing. 

What  is  meant  by  these  mysterious  passages 
about  Arrack,  must  be  left  to  the  conjecture  of 
the  House. 

If  this  be  compared  with  the  bishop's  letter 
irt^TEiltuoS'isnd  with':PldncitWri'deJ)iS3ition,  it  is 
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not  improbable,  that  by  Arrack  may  be  meant 
contributions  of  money . 

But  whatever  is  meant  by  it,  the  Committee 
observe,  thnt  it  was  a point  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  the  conspirators, since  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  be  laboured  by  a person  sent  from 
France  on  purpose ; and  the  bishop’s  reluc- 
tnney  to  come  into  it  argues  it  to  have  been 
•omething  very  dangerous,  and  beyond  the  or- 
dinary lengths  of  his  compliance. 

And  they  observe  that  the  principal  direction 
of  the  conspiracy  under  all  the  disguises  of 
Stock,  Manuscripts,  and  Arrack,  is  submitted 
to  the  bishop's  judgment,  on  which,  it  is  often 
said,  they  do  intirely  rely. 

Your  Committee  having  thus  laid  before  you 
the  principal  matters  in  the  intercepted  corres- 
pondence that  relate  to  the  bishop  of  Roches- 
ter more  immediately,  will  now  proceed  to  state 
to  you  whnt  they  find  in  the  same  correspond- 
ence relating  to  George  Kelly,  who,  as  has 
been  shewn  before,  acted  so  much  under  the 
direction  and  influence  of  the  bishop,  that  it 
cannot  be  supposed  he  would  take  any  step  of 
consequence  in  an  affair  of  this  nature,  without 
the  bishop's  being  at  least  made  privy  to  it. 

The  Committee  forbear  repealing  what  was 
mentioned  before  about  the  lieads  of  memorials  i 
to  the  Regent,  brought  by  Kelly  to  Neynoe; 
but  they  find  some  further  particulars  in  Ney- 
noe’s  papers,  relating  to  Kelly  alone. 

“ That  Kelly  had'  owned  to  him  his  having 
been  formerly  at  Avignon  while  the  Pretender 
was  there  ; that  at  his  return  from  France  last 
winter,  he  brought  over  several  papers  and  let- 
ters, and  among  the  rest,  one  in  French,  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Dillon's  secretary,  intitled, 
Reasons  humbly  offered  to  cardinal  Du  Bois, 
proving  that  the  establishing  the  house  of  Stuart 
on  the  throne  of  Englund,  preferably  to  that  of 
Hanover,  is  the  real  interest  of  the  crown  of 
France,  or  to  that  effect.  Thnt  this  piece  tvas 
brought  to  Neynoe  to  be  translated,  which 
being  written  by  n Papist,  and  turning  much  on 
the  anvai.‘w?e  c*'ul  "oul(*  accrue  to  Popery, 
Neynoe  advert  publishing  it. 

“ That  Kelly  told  him  at  uiSST  times,  that 
100,000f.  nay  50,000/.  would  be  sufficient  for 
bringing  in  the  Pretender,  and  that  he  would 
warrant  the  sum  would  be  found. 

“ That  whenever  there  happened  to  be  a 
stand  made  for  the  Pretender,  great  numbers  of 
volunteers  from  France  would  appear  for  him,” 
which  agrees  with  the  accounts  sent  from  thence, 
and  with  theletterfrom  Dillon’s  secretary  about 
securing  Sadlers,  which  Kelly  explained  to 
Neynoe  to  mean  Irish  soldiers.” 

Neynoe  farther  said,  “ Thnt  Kelly  proposed 
to  him  to  go  over  to  France,  nnd  to  settle  in 
lord  Lansdown’s  family,  where  he  said  he 
might  be  of  service,  and  promised  to  make  bis 
reception  easy.”  And  your  Committee  observe, 
that  the  very  lime,  when  Neynoe  was  taken 
going  to  France,  Kelly  writ  to  Dillon’s  secretary, 

“ That  he  would  soon  sec  a young  tellow,  whom 
he  bad  mentioned  to  him  some  time  before; 
and  fftat  he  might  roly  on  his  honesty." 

Neyu6fefartheriuetiiai‘tid;oi'Xhttfegi'e},:hts 


fellow-traveller  (now  in  custody)  lodging  in  thJ 
suine  house  with  Kelly,  wheu  Kelly  was  first 
taken  up,  burnt  a bundle  of  writings,  he  had 
thnt  day  received  from  Kelly.” 

John  Malone  (formerly  servant  to  Mrs. 
Barnes)  who  waited  on  Kelly  at  his  lodgings  i 
has  deposed,  that  this  Neynoe,  John  Blanket! 
now  in  custody,  Carte,  and  Dennis  Kelly,  I 
often  visited  George  Kelly. 

As  George  Kelly  is  frequently  designed  by  a 
great  variety  of  fictitious  names  in  the  inter- Ij 
cepted  correspondence,  the  Committee  think  it  II 
proper  first  to  apprise  the  House,  whnt  reason 
there  is  to  assert,  that  those  names  do  really 
belong  to  Kelly  ; and  then  to  shew  the  nature 
and  import  of  the  correspondence  carried  on 
under  those  names. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  since 
the  beginning  of  April  1722,  (the  time  of 
Kelly's  last  return  from  France)  a great  num- 
ber of  letters  going  to  France,  were  by  order  of 
the  government  opened,  and  copies  of  them 
taken,  and  that  several  of  those  letters,  though 
signed  by  different  names,  were  observed  by 
the  clerk's  who  copied  them,  to  be  all  in  the 
same  handwriting,  and  one  of  the  originals 
having  been  stopped  for  a specimen  of  the 
hand,  and  having  been  shewn  to  John  Malone, 
he  has  deposed  upon  oath,  that  he  bad  often 
seen  George  Kelly  write,  and  that  he  believes 
it  to  he  his  hand.  Three  other  papers  seized 
at  Mrs.  Barnes's,  having  been  shewn  to  Ma- 
lone, he  has  sworn  them  severally  to  be  Kelly’s 
writing,  nnd  the  same  three  papers  having  keen 
shewn  the  clerks  of  the  post  office,  rhey  have 
sworn,  That  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
belief,  as  well  the  original  letters  stopped,  as  the 
others  sent  forwards,  which  were  signed,  some  ' 
of  them  Johnson,  others  Hatfield,  j.  J.  G.  II. 
and  Wilkins,  were  all  in  the  same  hand  with  1 
those  three  papers  so  attested. 

This  general  proof  fixes  several  of  the  names 
to  beloug  to  Kelly  : nnd  it  is  remarkable  thnt 
if  any  of  the  names  above  mentioned  be  allow- 
ed to  belong  to  Kelly,  all  the  rest  by  which  be 
signs  or  is  directed  to,  may,  by  the  series  of 
his  correspondence,  be  shewn  to  belong  to  the 

But  your  Committee  farther  observe,  that 
almost  every  individual  name  he  makes  use !! 
of  is  attended  with  some  particular  proof,  i 
■which  determines  it  to  belong  to  him  s ofi. 
which  notice  will  be  taken  as  the  names  ar«i 
mentioned. 

It  lias  been  observed  already  that  he  came ! 
from  France  about  the  19th  of  December,  N. 

S.  1721,  and  that  a letter  was  found  among: 
the  bishop’s  papers  dated  the  16th  ofDecember,  | 
in  which  mention  is  made  of  a letter  received  i 
by  Johnson,  and  an  answer  returned  some  time 
before  in  Johnson's  hand. 

Neynoe  declared  that  the  last  memorial  to 
the  Regent,  which  Kelly  employed  him  to  draw 
up,  was  in  December  1721,  nnd  that  it  con- 
tained a demand  of5,000  men  for  the  assistance: 
of  the  conspirators ; in  February  following 
Kelly  went  again  to  France,  and  towards  tbe 
Cfitt  ofAptikthe  gOTertiffleflt  deceived  uuques- 
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tionable  accounts,  that  repeated  application 
had  been  made  to  the  Regent  for  such  a body  of 
forces. 

The  bishop  in  his  letters  (writ  soon  after 
Kelly’s  return  from  France)  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  a letter  and  verbal  instructions  from 
Marr  by  Hatfield,  and  of  a letter  from  the 
Pretender  by  the  same  hand,  and  mentions 
Hatfield  as  knowing  his  present  unfitness  for 
business. 

But  (he  letters  signed  Hatfield,  which  were 
copied  at  the  post  office,  are  sworn  to  have 
been  in  the  same  hand  with  other  papers  which 
are  sworn  to  be  Kelly's  hand  writing  : ami  it 
appears  by  a letter  from  Marr  to  Hatfield, 
that  he  was  the  person  to  whom  the  dog  was 
sent  for  Illington,  which  shews  Hatfield  to  be 
Kelly,  and  confirms  Neynoe's  information, 
that  Kelly  received  letters  directed  by  the  name 
of  Hatfield ; and  it  appears  that  henot  only 
brought  over  letters  from  France,  agreeably  to 
what  was  told  Mrs.  Levett  by  Mrs.  Barnes,  and 
confirmed  by  Neynoe;  but  that  he  was  trusted 
with  a letter  to  the  bishop  from  Jackson  the 
name  made  use  of  for  the  Pretender  in  Plunket’s 
cypher,  which  cypher  it  is  evident  Kelly  was 
,10  stranger  to,  since  he  makes  use  of  several 
other  names*  found  in  that  cypher,  to  denote 
the  very  same  persons  that  are  there  expressed 
and  designed  by  those  names. 

On  the  21st  of  April  Dillon’s  secretary  writes 
to  Joshua  Vernon  (which  will  be  shewn  to  be 
another  of  Kelly’s  names)  congratulating  his 
safe  return ; and  tells  him,  “ That  his  first  let- 
ter was  very  pleasing  to  Mr.  Lnue  (which  is  ex- 
plained lord  Marr  in  Plunket’s  cypher)  who 
waited  with  much  impatience  for  those  of  Mon- 
day, hoping  to  receive  a more  particular  ac- 
count of  his  bills,  which  he  daily  becomes  more 
pressed  for,  the  prospect  of  a good  vintage  en- 
creasing  by  late  showers  which  had  dropped 
there,  and  raised  the  spirit  of  the  labourers; 
he  adds,  that  it  seems  more  plain,  that  on  ad- 
vances of  ready  money,  good  bargains  may  be 
proposed.” 

He  afterwards  tells  him,  “ That  Dillon  ad- 
vises the  money  which  Kelly  mentioned  in 
Clynton’s  hands  should  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween Medley  and  the  Pretender  who  Clyn- 
ton  is  does  not  appear  to  the  Committee,  but 
they  see  reason  to  believe  from  passages  in 
other  letters,  that  Medley  means  the  late  duke 
of  Ormond. 

lie  then  tells  Kelly  “That  Farmer  and  family  | 
are  well,  and  that  Mrs.  Hughes  became  so  very 
uneasy  she  was  dismissed  and  is  on  return.” 

This  passage  shews,  that  Farmer  means  the 
Pretender,  it  being  well  known  that  Mrs. 
Hughes  was  nurse  to  the  Pretender’s  child,  and 
was  on  her  return  to  England  about  this  time. 

From  this  letter  your  Committee  observe, 
that  Kelly  was  employed  by  Marr  and  Dillon 
in  soliciting  supplies  for  theservice  of  the  con- 
spirators, and  that  he  had  acquainted  them  of 
a sum  of  money  lodged  in  the  hands  of  one. 
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whom  they  call  Clyntou,  which  they  advised 
should  be  equally  divided  between  the  Pre- 
tender and  Ormond  ; whether  Kelly  was  con- 
siderable enough  to  have  this  advice  sent  him 
for  his  own  government  and  direction,  or  was 
only  to  he  the  channel  for  conveying  it  to  some 
other  person  of  greater  distinction,  is  left  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House. 

On  the  23rd  of  April  (as  has  been  observed 
above)  Kelly  sent  the  bishop’s  packet  of  letters 
under  cover  to  Gordon  at  Boulogne,  with  or- 
ders to  him  to  deliver  it  to  a tall  black  man  who 
would  soon  call  on  him  for  it. 

This  person  is  in  other  letters  called  Crow, 
and  appears  to  your  Committee  by  several  con- 
current proofs  to  be  James  Talbot,  an  Irish 
Papist,  concerned  in  the  Preston  rebellion, 
and  now  in  the  Spanish  service. 

Kelly  in  his  examination  before  the  Com- 
mittee owned  his  being  intimately  acquainted 
with  this  Talbot,  and  his  having  seen  him  the 
morning  he  left  England  : and  a letter  sigued 
J.  Talbot  was  seized  among  Mrs.  Barnes’s  pa- 
pers, in  the  same  hand  with  a letter  sent  from 
France  to  Kellv,  signed  J.  T.  which  is  an  an- 
swer to  one  writ  by  Kejly  to  Crow. 

On  the  29th  of  April  Gordon  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  a packet  (already  proved  to  be 
the  bishop's)  and  says  he  delivered  it  to  the 
gentleman  as  he  was  directed,  who  set  out  for 
Paris  on  the  30th  of  April.  On  the  1st  of 
May,  Dillon’s  secretary  writes  to  Kelly,  “ Your 
friend  Crow  is  arrived  safe,  and  delivered  the 
three  books  you  gave  him,  as  directed. 

On  the  2nd  of  May,  Dillon  himself  writes 
to  James  Baker  (which  will  be  shewn  to  be 
another  of  Kelly’s  names)  and  says,  “ I saw 
your  acquaintance  Crow  two  days  ago,  who 
delivered  me  a present  from  my  cousin  Jones.” 

And  on  the  same  day  J ames  Talbot  writes  to 
Kelly,  “ That  Mr.  Gordon  gave  him  the  packet 
at  Boulogne,  which  he  delivered  safe  on  Mon- 
day last  as  directed  ; he  adds,  the  person  re- 
ceived me  very  obligingly,  and  was  much  more 
open  to  me  than  I expected.  Then,  and  since, 
he  let  me  know  he  does  not  despair  of  doing 
his  business.” 

On  the  7th  of  May,  Kelly  writes  to  Dil- 
lon, “ That  Illington  was  glad  to  hear  he 
had  received  his  Letters  by  Crow,  and  wished 
his  next  might  be  more  to  Dillon’s  salisfac- 

From  these  passages  it  appears  at  one  view, 
that  the  bishop’s  letters  were  sent  by  Kelly  to 
Boulogne  by  the  post ; and  thence  conveyed 
to  Dillon  at  Paris  by  Talbot,  Kelly's  intimate 
friend. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  Dillon’s  secre- 
tary writes  to  Kelly  a long  account  of  one 
Xoland  (Nicholas  VVogan)  who  was  to  com- 
mand one  of  the  ships  that  was  to  be  hired  uf 
some  Swedish  merchants  at  Cadiz. 

This  agrees  with  Mr.  Craufurd’s  letter  of 
the  25th  July  N.  S.  1722,  in  which  lie  says 
that  Nicholas  Wogan  was  to  have  the  com- 
mand of  one  of  the  ships  under  Morgan,  one 
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the  commander  (as  year  Committee  are  inform- 
ed) has  writ  over  hither,  that  she  was  hired  of 
some  Swedish  merchants  at  Cadiz,  with  several 
other  circumstances,  which  agree  intirely  with 
this  letter  to  Kelly,  and  shew  for  what  use 
those  Swedish  ships  were  hired. 

In  the  same  Letter  Dillon’s  secretary  takes 
notice,  “ How  kindly  Freeman  (the  Pretender) 
had  spoken  of  Kelly  in  his  last.” 

On  the  30th  of  April,  Kelly  answers  this 
letter,  but  calls  Nicholas  Wogan  by  the  name 
of  Moore,  and  says,  “,I  wish  his  chief  may 
succeed  in  his  journey;”  which  being  com- 
pared with  the  accounts  sent  about  that  time 
from  Mr.  Davenant  at  Rome,  that  the  Pre- 
tender was  preparing  to  embark,  makes  it  more 
than  probable  that  he  is  the  chief,  to  whom 
Kelly  wishes  success. 

Kelly  then  gives  an  account  of  a very  im- 
portant conversation  he  had  with  one  Hore ; 
who  is  meant  by  Hore,  your  Committee  will 
not  take  upon  them  positively  to  determiue, 
but  by  comparing  several  passages  of  the  let- 
ters together,  it  appears  to  them  highly  pro- 
bable, that  it  is  sir  Harry  Goring,  in  which 
opinion  they  are  the  more  confirmed  by  Hore’s 
being  mentioned  as  ill  of  the  gout  in  France  on 
the  14th  of  September ; and  Kelly  takes  notice 
in  his  pocket  book  that  sir  H.  G.  went  to  F. 
the  23d  of  August,  which  was  the  day  before 
the  bishop  was  taken  up. 

In  this  letter,  Kelly  says,  u Hore  is  most 
impatient  to  have  a more  satisfactory  account 
from  your  side,  and  hopes  there  may  be  room 
now  to  expect  it,  since  there  was  nine  remitted 
by  Repney ; he  will  soon  as  he  tells  me,  send 
you  two  more,  which  with  the  twelve  thousand 
arms  provided  by  Mansfield’s  (Ormond’s)  rela- 
tions, and  which  are  now  ready  to  be  sent 
wherever  designed,  and  paid  for  too.  will,  he 
hopes,  bring  matters  to  some  prospect  of  bear- 
ing.” 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  this  impatience 
ofllore  falls  in,  in  point  of  time,  with  the  ac- 
count lord  Orrery  gave  Layer,  that  lord  North 
and  Grey,  sir  Harry  Goring,  lord  Strafford,  and 
others,  were  going  to  do  a rash  thingsjn  favour 
of  the  Pretender.  That  it  likewise  agrees  with 
the  letter  to  Dodsworth  mentioned  in  the 
former  part  of  the  report,  where  it  is  said, 
“ That  the  hopes  given  by  G.  to  expect  a great 
sum,  and  by  N.  that  he  had  raised  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds,  induced  Ormond  to  supply  Mor- 
gan, and  to  make  other  necessary  provisions 
part  of  which  provisions  appear  to  have  been 
the  twelve  thousand  arms  mentioned  in  Or- 
mond’s letter  of  the  27th  of  April,  in  Mr. 
Stanhope’s  the  8tii  of  June,  and  again  in  this 
letter  of  Kelly's. 

Kelly  adds,  “ That  he  hears  Ormond  conti- 
nues still  upon  the  old  string,  that  he  can  get.no 
officers,  and  says,  I wish  the  sending  over 
Hore's,  &c.  commissions  may  not  do  more  hurt 
than  good,  for  that  affair  is  already  become  no 
secret,  and  may  pique  some  friends,  as  well  as 
put  ill  wishers  on  their  guard.” 

This  shews  ;that  sqhqme^foran 
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insurrection  was  at  that  time  in  such  forward- 
ness, that  commissions  were  nctually  sent  over, 
and  confirms  the  account  of  the  late  duke  of 
Ormond’s  beiug  expected  with  officers  and  arms 
to  support  it. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  O.  S.  Dillon's  secretary 
writes  to  Kelly ; “ That  he  believes  they  have 
a sufficient  quantity  of  barrels  bespoke,  for  the 
wine  they  intend  to  buy;  and  that  he  hopes 
Clynton  and  company  have  sent  Malcom  half 
money,  which  Hore  said  he  had,  to  pay-for  the 
barrels  which  Jacobs  has  at  his  disposal.” 

It  has  already  been  shewn  that  Malcom 
means  the  Pretender,  and  as  Clvnton’s  money, 
which  was  before  to  be  divided  between  Or- 
mond and  Jackson,  is  now  to  be  sentlialf  of  it 
to  Malcom,  this  is  a farther  confirmation  that 
Jackson  means  the  Pretender ; and  agrees 
with  the  intelligence  from  France  of  sums  sent 
about  this  time  to  Ormond  and  the  Pretender. 

In  a letter  to  Kelly  of  the  2d  of  May  was 
inclosed  one  from  Dillon  to  Jcmison,  who  ap- 
pears to  be  some  intimate  friend  of  John 
Plunket's,  and  was  present  in  France,  when  the 
cyphers  were  settled  between  Dillon  and  Kelly, 
but  his  real  name  is  undiscovered. 

In  this  Letter  Dillon  acquaints  Jemison, 
“ That  Mrs.  Freeman  intends  to  bring  her 
cause  to  a trial  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  he 
believes  Mr.  Abel’s  departure  will  be  no  de- 
triment to  her  pretensions.”  This  passage, 
compared  with  other  letters,  shews  that  by 
Freeman  is  meant  the  Pretender,  and  by  Abel 
his  Majesty,  and  confirms  the  design  of  an  in- 
surrection at  the  beginning  of  May. 

Dillon  then  desires  Jemison,  “ To  assure  his 
cousin  Rogers  (John  Plunket)  of  his  best 
respects,  and  how  much  lie  depends  on-  her 
friendly  and  kind  offices'  in  his  family  concerns, 
which  have  great  need  of  so  good  assistance.” 

Plunket  being  examined  by  the  Committee 
in  relation  to  this  letter,  denied  his  knowing 
any  such  person. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  Kelly  writes  to  Dil- 
lon, acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  let- 
ter for  Jemison,  mentions  a long  discourse  he 
had  with  one  whom  he  calls  Mr.  Fox,  who  re- 
sented his  being  put  out  of  tbe  Pretender’s  ser- 
vice by  Dillon  ; but  Kelly  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince him  that  Dillon  had  no  hand  in  it,  and 
laboured  to  regain  him.  Who  Fox  is,  does  not 
appear  to  your  Committee. 

Kelly  then  takes  notice,  “ That  the  Pre- 
tender’s favours  to  Hore,  &c.  had  given  great 
offence,  and  that  Rogers  (Plunket)  hearing  of 
the  freedom  which  Hore  and  some  of  his  part- 
ners took  with  him,  is  much  disobliged  at  it,  and 
had  ordered  Jemison  to  tell  Dillon  so. 

Your  Committee  observe  from  this  passage, 
that  Plunket  was  treated  as  one  whom  it  was 
thought  of  consequence  not  to  disoblige;  and 
that  Kelly  was  apprized  of  his  intimacy  with 
Dillon. 

Kelly  then  gives  an  account  of  his  having 
called  on  Mrs.  Medley’s  (the  duchess  of  Or- 
. mood’s)  chaplain.  The  Letter  which  desired 
I hiuj  so  to  d|0^|  wa^  directed  tp . James  Baker, 
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and  this  in  which  he  says  he  has  called  open 
the  chaplain  is  signed  J.  J.  which  shews  that 
James  Baker  is  the  same  with  J.  J.  which  are 
the  initial  letters  of  James  Johnsorj. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  Kelly  writes  to  Dillon’s 
secretary  an  account  of  the  discoveries  made  by 
tlie  government,  and  the  encampment  of  the 
king’s  forces ; but  your  Committee  observe  his  , 
assurances  of  success  were  so  strong,  that  in 
the  same  letter  he  says,  “ The  king  will  go 
abroad  next  month,  and  if  you  can  then  com- 

?ass  barrels  enough,  the  sooner  the  wine  comes, 
believe,  the  better.” 

On  the  19th  of  May  be  was  taken  into  cus- 
tody : and  it  appears  to  yourCommittee  by  the 
deposition  of  one  of  the  messengers  who  seized 
him,  that  when  he  was  seized  he  offered  to  draw 
his  sword,  but  was  prevented.  That  the  other 
messenger  being  cnlled  out  of  the  room  to  res- 
cue one  of  their  companions,  who  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  murdered  in  the  street,  Kelly  call- 
ed to  the  people  of  the  house  to  lock  the  door, 
and  seizing  his  sword,  which  had  been  laid  by 
in  the  window,  drew  it,  and  made  a pass  at  the 
messenger,  who  verily  believes  he  did  it  with  an 
intention  to  murder  him ; that  he  afterwards 
made  a second  pass,  and  swore  if  he  came  in  i 
again  he  would  stab  him  ; and  said,  that  if  the 
secretary  of  state  who  signed  the  warrant 
had  been  there  he  would  have  done  the  same. 
That  the  messenger  going  out  to  call  for  help,  1 
and  returning  within  a minute,  was  told,  that 
Kelly  had  in  the  mean  time  burnt  one  of  the 
papers  seized  upon  him. 

Another  of  the  messengers  has  deposed, 
that  before  Kelly  offered  this  violence,  he  had 
been  shewn  by  the  messengers  the  scutcheons 
or  badges  of  their  office,  and  likewise  had  been 
shewn  their  warrant  signed  by  one  of  the  Se- 
cretaries of  State ; that  the  warrant  was  also 
shewn  to  a person  present  in  the  room,  who 
perused  it,  and  declared  to  Kelly,  that  it  was 
a sufficient  authority  for  apprehending  him. 

Your  Committee  think  it  unnecessary  to 
make  any  observation  on  a behaviour,  which 
implies  his  bavin"  so  strong  a sense  of  his  own 
guilt,  that  he  rather  chose  to  stand  all  the  con- 
sequences of  resisting  and  assaulting  his  Ma- 
jesty's messenger  in  the  execution  of  his  office, 
than  to  let  his  papers  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
government,  fearing  (as  may  justly  be  conclu- 
ded) that  such  a discovery  might  prove  fatal  to 
himself  as  well  as  others. 

But  your  Committee  find,  that  however  care- 
ful lie  was  to  destroy  all  his  Papers,  yet  one  was 
seized  upou  hint  and  preserved,  which  is  of  it- 
self sufficient  to  prove  him  concerned  in  the 
treasonable  correspondence  above  set  forth. 

It  was  a List  of  Directions  in  the  following 

“ To  Anthony  Saunders,  esq.  or  Mr.  Joshua 
Vernon  at  Will's  coffee-house,  Covent-garden, 
London. 

“To  Mr;  J -Pt  Artimr  Stephens, 


1723. — relating  to  the  Conspiracy.  f 170 

esq.  at  Burton's  coffee-house,  in  King-street, 
St.  James’s,  London.” 

By  the  three  first  of  these  names  most  of  the 
Letters  to  him  above-mentioned  came  directed ; 
and  your  Committee  find,  that  a person  having 
been  employed  to  watch  at  Burton’s  coffee- 
house who  should  take  up  letters  directed  to 
James  Baker  at  that  house,  has  deposed  upon 
oath,  that  on  the  14th  of  May,  a letter.so  di- 
rected being  left  there  by  the  postman,  George 
Kelly  came  in  and  took  the  same,  opened  and 
read  it,  and  wentout  of  the  house  with  a Let- 
ter in  his  pocket  to  Mrs.  Barnes’s. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  when  lie 
was  examined  before  the  lords  the  21st  of 
May,  1722,  he  endeavoured  to  account  for  his 
receiving  letters  by  various  names,  by  saying, 
that  one  Mr.  Talbot,  who  was  under  a cloua, 
and  who  went  for  France  or  Spain  about  a 
week  before,  had  desired  him  to  ca'il  at  coffee- 
houses for  letters  directed  to  the  s»d  Talbot 
by  several  names ; and  particularly  tint  the 
letter  directed  to  Baker,  which  be  owned  he 
took  up,  was  for  the  said  Talbot.  Yet  ycor 
Committee  observe  that  the  said  Talbot  ar- 
rived at  Boulogne  on  the  25th  of  April,  and 
did  himself  send  a letter  from  Paris  to  Kelly 
on  the  2nd  of  May,  signed  J.  T.  directed  to 
Mr.  James  Baker  at  Burton’s  coffee-house, 
aforesaid,  and  letters  continued  to  be  sent  by 
that  direction  from  Paris,  till  the  time  that 
Kelly  was  taken  into  custody,  though  Talbot 
was  all  that  time  in  France. 

Kelly  being  examined  by  your  Committee 
in  relation  to  these  letters,  persisted  in  the 
same  account,  that  they  were  for  Talbot,  and 
that  the  occasion  of  Talbot's  going  abroad, 
was,  that  Talbot  had  received  an  account  of 
general  Crofton’s  being  dead,  and  of  his  hav- 
ing left  him  what  he  had.  Which  particular, 
yourCommittee  observe,  agrees  in  part  with 
Neynoe’s  account,  that  Kelly  had  shewn  him 
a letter  at  Burton's  coffee-house,  from  Dillon’s 
agent  or  secretary,  in  which  it  was  said,  that 
the  death  of  general  Crofton  would  be  a great 
loss  to  Mansfield,  which  name  Kelly  explained 
to  him  to  him  to  mean  the  late  duke  of  Ormond. 

Kelly  farther  owned  to  your  Committee, 
“ That  lie  went  to  France  the  beginning  of  the 
winter,  1721,  and  again  the  spring  following, 
on  account  of  transactions  he  had  in  the  stocks 
there ; that  he  was  desired  by  a brother  of  the 
lord  ’Dillon’s  to  carry  over  to  general  Dillon, 
an  act  of  parliament  relating  to  the  estate  of 
that  family,  but  that  this  was  the  only  paper  he 
carried ; that  he  saw  Christopher  Glascock, 
who  is  a captain  in  Dillon’s  regiment, and  knew 
sir  John  D'Obryan  who  is  Dillon's  secretary, 
and  had  likewise  seen  Colin  Campbell  of  Glen- 
douroule,  at  coffee-houses,  but  had  never  spoke 
to  the  latter. 

Yet  your  Committee  observe,  that  as  in  his 
letters  he  often  sends  services  to  sir  John  and 
Christy,  he  does  also  to  Glen  and  Collins, 
which  last  name  is  explained  Glenderoule  in 
Hfaft  ampflg-DetwiB  Kelly's 
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papers.  And  when  lie  was  examined  before 
the  lords,  he  owned  his  hnving  received  let- 
ters from  one  Glasgow  at  Paris,  which  name  in 
Flunket's  Cypher  is  expressed  by  the  fictitious  1 
name  of  Howell,  and  bus  been  shewn  nbove  to 
mean  the  same  with  Quitwcl,  Querry,  Bon- 
neville, and  other  names  which  belong  to  Dil- 
lon's secretary,  and  are  subscribed  to  several 
treasonable  letters  from  France. 

Kelly  denied  to  your  Committee  his  boing 
at  all  known  to  the  lute  lord  Marr,  or  Alexan- 
der Gordon  of  Boulogne,  though  he  owned  his 
going  by  the  name  of  Johnson,  by  which  .name 
the  letter  to  Gordon  was  signed,  and  the  an- 
swer from  Gordon  directed,  and  the  letter 
from  War  was  directed  to  Hatfield,  which  name 
has  been  shewn  te  mean  the  same  person  ns 
James  Johnson,  and  has  been  proved  by  other 
circumstances  to  belong  to  Kelly. 

He  owned  his  writing  to  a broken  bunker  at 
Paris,  by  a fictitious  nmne  in  relation  to  stocks, 
but  said  t>i«t  lie  had  forgot  the  name,  and  that 
he  nevrr  received  a letter  in  his  life  signed  by 
a fict'tous  name. 

But  your  Committee  had  reason  to  believe 
f-om  the  whole  tenour  of  his  behaviour  at  his 
examination,  that  he  grossly  prevaricated  with 
them  ; for  at  his  first  coming  in,  before  he 
would  make  any  answer,  lie  very  formally  in- 
sisted that  nothing  he  should  then  say  should 
be  made  use  of  against  his  own  life,  nor  as  evi- 
dence against  any  other  person  : And  upon 
these  conditious  he  promised  to  answer  directly 
to  all  questions  that  should  be  asked  him. 

Your  Committee  seeing  some  renson  from 
the  manner  of  his  insisting  upon  these  condi- 
tions, to  believe  that  he  was  disposed  to  act 
ingenuously  with  them,  ordered  him  to  with- 
draw, that  they  might  consider  amongst  them- 
selves, how  far  it  was  in  their  power  or  proper 
for  them  to  agree  to  conditions,  which  would 
have  made  his  examination  of  no  effect ; and 
upon  his  being  called  in  again,  and  receiving 
such  answer  as  the  Committee  thought  it  in 
their  power  to  give,  he  denied  his  knowing  any 
thing  at  all  of  the  conspiracy..  This  your 
Committee  apprehend  to  be  altogether  incon- 
sistent with  the  conditions  he  insisted  on,  which 
manifestly  implied  that  a confession  of  all  he 
knew,  might  endanger  his  own  life,  as  well  as 
affect  other  persons ; hut  in  the  course  of  bis 
examination  be  owned  to  them,  that  the  pro- 
mise they  had  given  ltim,  was  not  satisfactory, 
though  us  lie  pretended,  he  could  not  have  an- 
swered their  questions  in  any  other  manner,  if 
their  promise  had  come  up  to  the  conditions 
he  iasisted  on. 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  Kelly  was  ad- 
mitted to  bail  from  his  first  confinement  about 
the  7th  of  June  last,  and  they  conceive  it  to  he 
a great  aggravation  of  his  guilt,  that  he  imme- 
diately took  advantage  of  this  enlnrgemant  to 
resume  the  same  treasonable  correspondences, 
and  to  send  triumphant  accounts  to  France,  of 
his  having  bafiled  the  government  by  the  har- 
dened obstinacy  of  his  behaviour,  thereby  im- 
proving, as  far  ns  in  him  lay,  tho  liberty 
Printed  image  digitised  by  tile  University  of 


granted  him  by  the  favour  and  indulgence  of 
the  law,  to  the  subversion  of  our  happy  con- 
stitution. For  on  the  11th  of  June,  but  a very 
few  days  after  his  being  out  on  bail,  lie  sent  a 
long  letter  to  Gerrard,  (whom  your  Committee 
believe  to  be  sir  John  D'Obryan,  as  has  been 
already  observed)  iu  which,  the  better  to  dis- 
guise the  matter,  he  gives  an  account  of  hist 
cousin’s  Into  misfortune,  as  from  a third  per-! 
son  ; but  in  n subsequent  letter  to  Dillon  the 
18th  of  June,  he  owns  the  writing  this  letter* 
himself. 

In  this  Letter  to  Gerrard  lie  says,  “ That  he; 
was  hailed  the  Thursday  before,  and  that  the! 
judges  were  never  known  so  severe  m any  case 
of  the  like  kind  ; that  most  of  the  questions 
asked  him  at  his  examination  were  about  a 
little  dog,  which  he  got  from  a surgeon  when 
he  was  last  in  France,  that  they  mentioned  no' 

E arsons  to  him  but  general  Dillon,  and  one! 

lr.  Morgan  ; that  to  the  first  he  owns  he  is  ai 
little  known,  having  carried  overall  act  of  par- 
liament to  him  that  concerned  his  lamily,  but, 
that  the  latter  lie  never  saw ; that  lord  Car-' 
tcret  had  a list  of  five  or  six  cant  nnmes,  as  het 
called  them,  which  were Illington,  Jones,  Cane, 
Ilowel,  Quitwcl,  and  Ilacket,  and  what  he] 
never  heard  of  before ; that  however  they! 
would  persuade  him  he  knew  some  persons  that 
were  meant  by  those  names,  which  he  vows  he  j 
never  did,  and  whosoever  Illington  is,  he  was 
the  person  principally  struck  at.  That  he  is) 
not  at  nil  satisfied  with  the  behaviour  of  his  | 
friends,  that  Gerrard's  old  friend  Rig  indeed 
offered  all  that  could  be  expected  of  the  poor  i 
man,  but  others  in  whose  power  it  was  to  do| 
more,  shewed  no  concern  at  all  for  his  misfor-{ 
tune  ; that  he  lay  10  days  in  the  closest  con- 
finement, without  so  much  as  a message  from') 
any  of  those  that  he  depeuded  most  upon 
that  it  is  well  he  had  no  secrets  to  reveal,  sincei 
such  usage  might  provoke  a passionate  man,* 
and  that  the  world  is  pretty  well  convinced  that 
lie  had  not,  since  no  persons  seemed  to  be  the 
least  apprehensive  that  -he  could  do  them  any' 
mischief. 

“ That  this  shews  what  the  friendship  of: 
some  people  is  ; but  whilst  there  is  one  righ- 
teous person,  we  must,  for  his  sake,  overlook  - 1 
greater  misfortunes. 

“ That  he  is  very  well,  and  under  no  great 
concern  for  any  thing  as  to  himself  but  the , 
expence,  having  more  than  his  own  to  answer., 
“ He  concludes,  with  desiring  Gerrard  to 
direct  under  cover  to  Mr.  Andrews,  at  the 
Dog  and  Duck  iti  St.  James's  Street.” 

Your  Committee  find  that  after  this  time 
several  Letters  did  come  from  France,  directed 
to  Mr.  Andrews  at  the  Dog  and  Duck  ; and 
that  the  master  of  that  house  having  been  ex- 
amined, has  deposed  on  oath,  “ That  one  An- 
drews ordered  him  to  take  in  letters  that 
should  come  bv  the  foreign  post  so  directed,  and 
that  three  of  those  letters  were  directed  to  the 
Dog  and  Duck  in  Kiug-street  by  mistake,  but 
were  afterwnrd  brought  to  bis  house  in  St. 
James’s  Street,  and  taken  up  by  Andrews,  vrbo 
htippeitsul  ItO'brtihiBe-wiicti'  they  came  in.” 
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It  appears  farther  to  your  Committee,  that 
the  said  Andrews  having  been  examined,  has 
deposed  on  oath,  “ That  Mr.  Johnson,  alias 
Kelly,  desired  him  to  take  in  some  letters  di- 
rected to  him,  Andrews,  at  the  Dog  and  Duck 
ale-house  in  St.  James’s  Street;  that  he  re- 
ceived in  the  whole  four  or  five  in  the  months 
of  July,  August,  and  September  last,  to  the 
best  of  his  remembrance,  that  they  appeared 
by  the  charge  of  postage  to  be  foreign  letters, 
and  that  lie  delivered  them  unopened  to  the 
said  Johnson,  alias  Kelly,  who  paid  him  the 
postage  ; that  he,  Andrews,  kHew  nothing  of 
the  contents,  nor  ever  returned  any  auswer  to 

On  the  18th  of  June,  Kelly  writes  to  Crow, 
(James  Talbot)  giving  him  an  account  of  his 
late  misfortune,  and  the  reasons  of  his  silence, 
and  mentioning  his  design  of  going  over  into 
France,  as  soon  as  his  appearance  in  West- 
minster-Hall  should  be  over. 

“ He  then  sends  his  service  to  all  friends, 

S.rticularly  to  sir  John  and  Christy,  (sir  John 
'Obryan  and  Christopher  Glascock)  and 
desires  Talbot  to  tell  the  latter  he  must  find 
out  some  other  address  for  him  to  write  by, 
since  he  has  good  reasons  for  not  using  the 
former,  which  have  prevented  him  for  writing 
I to  him  these  ten  days  past,  and  that  if  it  were 
to  a French  person,  it  would  be  so  much  the 
better.” 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  soon  after  a 
French  direction  to  Monsieur  Masonneuve, 
was  sent  over  to  Kelly  by  Christopher  Glas- 
cock, which  Kelly  made  use  of  for  some  time, 
and  the  original  letter  in  Kelly’s  hand  stopped 
at  the  post-office,  is  so  directed.  They  like- 
wise observe  the  reasons  which  Kelly  says  he 
had,  not  to  make  use  of  the  old  directions,  ap- 
pear evidently  to  have  been,  that  he  was  ques- 

Itioned  before  the  lords  on  the  names  of  Howel 
and  Quitwell,  which  were  the  names  made  use 
of  for  Glascock. 

He  concludes  his  letter  to  Crow,  with  de- 
siring him  to  direct  to  him  by  the  name  of 
Wilkins  at  Will’s  coffee-house  ; and  your  Com- 
' miltee  observe,  that  not  long  after  a letter 
came  signed  J.  T.  and  so  directed ; which  was 
stopped,  and  is  in  the  same  hand  with  the 
letter  signed  J.  Talbot  seized  at  Mrs.  Barnes’s, 
which  confirms  Talbot  to  he  Crow. 

In  this  letter  to  Crow  was  iuclosed  one 
from  Kelly  to  Dillon,  by  the  name  of  Dixwell ; 
the  substance  of  which  has  been  partly  set 
forth  iu  that  part  of  the  Report,  which  relates 
to  the  bishop  of  Rochester.  In  this  Letter 
“ He  desires  to  be  excused  from  meddling  in 
business  for  some  time ; buc  says,  it  does  not 
proceed  from  any.  change  of  opinion,  or  resent- 
ment of  the  little  concern  that  has  been  shewn 
him,  but  from  a conviction,  that  without  chang- 
ing both  their  method  and  their  people,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  make  any  thing  of  it.” 

Kelly  adds  in  this  letter : “ Your  corres- 
pondents  at  Will's  and  Burton’s  are  gone,  and 
desire  you  may  write  no  more  that  way,  and 
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under  cover  to  Mr.  David  Wilkins  at  Will’s 
coffee  house,  Covent-Garden,  and  not  to  An- 
drews, as  I desired.” 

This  passage  confirms  the  list  of  directions  to 
Will's  and  Burton's  found  in  Kelly’s  pocket ; 
and  shews  that  the  letters  to  Wilkins,_as  well 
as  Andrews,  were  for  Kelly,  though,  as  is  before 
observed,  lie  denied  the  having  ever  received 
any  Letter  under  a fictitious  name. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  James  Talbot  writes 
to  Kelly,  “ Congratulating  him  on  his  enlarge- 
ment and  behaviour,  and  expressing  his  sur- 
prise, that  he  should  at  such  a juncture  have 
reason  to  complain  of  want  of  friends.” 

On  the  same  day,  Glascock  writes  to  Ireton 
under  cover  to  Andrews;  and  as  Andrews  de- 
livered these  letters  unopened  to  Kelly,  this 
shews  that  Ireton  is  another  name  for  Kelly,  of 
which  the  matter  of  the  letters  iurnishes  abun- 
dant proof. 

In  this  letter  Glascock  takes  notice,  that 
Kelly’s  Letter  to  Chitwood  came  safe.  This 
refers  to  Kelly’s  Letter  of  the  18th  to  Dixwell, 
and  shews  Chitwood  to  be  another  name  for 
Dillon. 

“ That  what  lie  had  recommended  in  rela- 
tion to  the  new  book  of  accounts  would  be  ob- 
served, and  that  Forrester  bad  the  same  ad- 
vice given  to  him  and  Ormonde.”  Who  For- 
rester is  does  not  appear  to  the  Committee, 
but  as  he  is  mentioned  here  with  the  late  duke 
of  Ormond,  he  is  probably  the  person,  who 
wrote  the  letters  to  Dumville  and  Dodsworth 
above-mentioned. 

Glascock  then  tells  him,  “ That  Ormonde 
had  expressed  much  concern  for  what  had  be- 
fallen Kelly.  He  afterwards  desires  the  parti- 
culars of  his  case,  and  to  know  what  is  want- 
ing for  paying  off  the  doctor's  and  apothecary’s 
bills,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a letter  from 
Rogers,  and  inquires  after  Jemison.” 

On  the  28th  of  June,  Kelly  writes  to  Talbot, 
“ Of  the  neglect  that  had  been  shewn  him,  and 
the  reasons  that  he  had  to  decline  any  farther 
traffic  with  the  merchants  hero ; he  says,  if  Tal- 
bot perceives  no  likelihood  of  a sudden  change 
for  the  better,  lie  must  retire  to  some  cheap 
part  of  the  country,  if  Dillon  allows  of  it;  ex- 
presses his  great  obligations  to  Dillon,  and  his 
readiness  to  execute  any  private  commands  of 
his;”  and  adds,  (what  appears  to  your  Com- 
mittee very  remarkable)  " If  I were  in  a condi- 
tion to  bear  the  weight  of  public  business,  Dil- 
lon should  never  be  at  the  trouble  to  employ 
another ; but  that  he  is  heartily  sorry  Dillon 
liimself  has  done  it  so  long,  for  ungrateful 
people  on  this  side ; says,  he  never  intended  to 
trouble  his  friends  on  this  side  on  his  own  pri- 
vate account,  but  public  ones  of  this  nature  are 
what  he  thinks  they  ought  to  take  care  of,  since 
they  are  best  able  to  do  it,  and  expect  the  best 
returns  for  it.” 

Your  Committee  observe  from  these  pas- 
sages, that,  though  Kelly  would  have  it  be- 
lieved he  only  coresponded  with  persons  in 
France  on  private  affairs,  relating  to  the  stocks, 
bee* 
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trusted  with  affairs  of  a public  nature,  and  that 
those  transactions  having  brought  on  him  the 
displeasure  of  the  government,  it  was  reason- 
able for  him  to  hope  for  support  from  those  in 
England,  who  expected  the  best  returns  from 
his  and  Dillon’s  joint  labours. 

Your  Committee  farther  observe,  that  this 
letter  was  directed  to  Crow,  and  yet  in  it  was 
inclosed  one  from  Ireland,  relating  to  family 
affairs,  directed  to  James  Talbot,  esq. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  Glascock  writes  to  Kelly, 
“ That  Dillon  intended  to  have  sent  bim  a 
letter  of  credit  by  this  post  drawn  on  Mr. 
Ilarrold,  but  kept  it  back  till  he  heard  from  him 
for  fear  by  removal  into  the  country,  or  by  any 
other  accident,  it  should  be  lost." 

On  the  Uth  of  July,  Glascock  repeats  the 
same,  and  his  suspicion  that  the  letters  to  An- 
drews had  miscarried.  Then  acquaints  Kelly 
with  kind  expressions  that  he  had  seen  from 
Dr.  Freeman  and  Mrs.  Malcolm  (the  Pretender 
and  bis  spouse)  in  relation  to  Hawksby’s  first 
operation  in  his  late  violent  distemper. 

Your  Committee  observe  from  what  follows 
in  this  letter,  that,  though  in  Plunket’s  cy- 
pher Hawksby  stands  for  king  George,  yet  in 
the  Pretender's  cypher  it  stands  for  George 
without  any  addition,  and  appears  for  that 
Teason  to  be  made  use  of  to  denote  George 
Kelly  in  this  place.  Be  that  as  it  will,  it  is 
evident  from  what  follows,  that  Kelly  is  the 
person  here  meant. 

The  Pretender's  words  mentioned 
letter  are  as  follows. 


“ Hawksby's  steady  and  resolute  behaviour 
in  the  first  operation  answers  the  good  opinion 
I have  long  had  of  him : I am  fully  persuaded 
that  all  the  surgeons  will  do  hereafter  shall  not 
be  able  to  alter  his  temper ; and  I hope  he  will 
come  off  with  patience  and  a short  confinement, 
by  which  his  health  will  become  more  perfect 
and  satisfactory  to  his  friends." 

Glascock  then  adds,  “ Mrs.  Malcolm  (the 
Pretender's  spouse)  in  her  short  way  of  expres- 
sion, says,  I am  truly  glad  that  honest  Hawksby 
is  recovered,  for  I take  him  to  be  a very  ru- 
lunble  man.” 

Then  he  says,  “ I know  these  compliments 
will  be  comfortable  to  a sick  person  from  his 
friefids,  for  which  reason  I trouble  you  with 
them,  as  a proof  of  my  attention  towards  one 
I wish  so  well.” 

These  last  words  shew,  tbnt  this  comfort  was 
intended  for  Kelly,  to  support  him  under  his 
trouble,  which  is  disguised  under  the  notion  of 
sickness ; and  your  Committee  think  it  unne- 
cessary for  them  to  make  any  observation  on  n 
passage,  which  shews  so  plainly  for  whose  sake 
it  was  understood  he  had  brought  this  trouble 
on  himself. 

Glnscock  next  tells  him,  “ Tlmt  os  he  is  upon 
regulating  his  new  hook  of  accounts,  he  should 
be  glad  to  know  whether  Kelly  and  Jemison 
had  those  by  them,  they  and  Glascock  rectified 
together.” 

This  shews  that  Kelly’s  journeys  into  France 
were  no^.  whyll^  on  ^rivare,  wffws^  and^couv 


firms  ' Neynoe’s  account  of  his  having  seen 
cyphers  in  Kelly's  hands,  and  is  again  con- 
firmed by  the  cypher  found  among  Dennis 
Kelly’s  papers,  which  is  in  George  Kelly 'j 
hand-writing. 

Glascock  then  sends  him  the  French  direw 
tion  he  had  desired. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  Glascock  writes  again  to 
Kelly  to  let  him  know  why  the  bill  was  not 
sent,  and  to  desire  a sure  address.  He  likewise 


cautions  Kelly  not  to  draw  any  more  on  Digby, 
but  on  Messieurs  Chitwood  and  Duplessis,  af 


Mr.  Hues,  banker,  rue  dela  Monnoye.  Your 
Committee  observe  that  this  was  about  the 
time  that  Mr.  Craufurd  made  the  discovery 
ahovc  related  about  the  name  of  Digby,  and 
that  for  some  time  after  Kelly  directs  his  Lt 
ters  for  Dillon  to  Duplessis,  till  a new  cypht 
which  he,  Kelly,  sent  over  afterwards,  came 
be  made  use  of. 

On  the  19  th  of  July,  Kelly  writes  to  Glascocki  I 
that  Mr.  Andrews  received  the  several  Lettcrfl 
from  Glascock  all  together;  which  wus  occa^l 
sioned  by  a mistake  in  directing  them  to  King’ll 


street,  instead  of  St.  James’s,  which  agrees  with 
Andrews  deposition  above-mentioned. 

He  then  “ Returns  thanks  for  the  letter  of! 
credit  intended  him,  and  says  it  will  come  safo 
either  to  Mr.  Wilkin’s  at  Will’s  coffee  house;! 
or  to  Mr.  Andrews  at  the  Dog  and  Duck.T 
This  compared  with  Andrews’s  deposition] 
6hews  that  the  bill  was  for  Kelly  himself] 
which  observation  die  Committee  think  ii_ 
proper  to  make,  because,  when  he  was  exa|l 
mined  before  them  in  relation  to  the  letters! 
directed  to  Andrews,  though  nothing  was  said  I 
to  him  about  the  said  bill,  he  immediately  cn- 1 
deavoured  to  explain  away  that  matter  by  thi( 
following  prevarication. 

He  said,  “ He  bad  been  desired  by  one  Mr 
Oxburgb  in  the  city,  daughter  to  bim  who  wa 
executed,  to  receive  some  letters  for  her  frot 
abroad,  and  that  he  did  not  know,  but  h 
might  employ  one  Andrews,  or  some  othe 
friend  to  take  up  such  letters.  That  lie  ha 
likewise  received  some  money  on  a bill  for  ilia  I 
said  Mrs.  Oxburgh,  of  a little  man,  a banker 
in  Lothbury,  or  somewhere  behind  the  Ex*  | 
change,  and  that  he  bad  indorsed  the  bill  with 

Your  Committee  observe  that  this  last 
cumstance  makes  it  probable  the  bill  was  fur 
himself,  since  his  indorsement  on  a foreign  bill 
(which  is  not  usunlly  made  payable  to  die 
bearer)  would  not  have  entitled  bim  to  have 
received  the  money,  nor  have  been  a sufficient ! 
discharge,  except  the  bill  had  been  made  pay* 
able  to  him. 

They  likewise  observe,  that  Mr.  Marti# 
Harold,  on  whom  the  bill  was  drawn,  whom 
Kelly  avoided  to  name,  doer,  live  behind  the 
Exchnnge,  though  not  in-LolhbuTy ; and  in 
Glascock’s  letter  of  the  24th  of  July,  Kelly  & 
particularly  directed  to  indorse  the  bill  " 
Harold  with  his  own  name.  Your  Committee 
submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  llouSQ 


whether  evident ^ these  circular 
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stances,  that  Kelly  received  the  said  money  for 
bis  own  use,  as  a reward  for  his  sufferings,  and 
an  encouragement  to  persist  in  his  obsti- 

On  the  23rd  of  July,  Kelly  writes  to  Talbot, 
“ That  this  bill,  and  the  hopes  of  success  in 
another  particular,  when  the  term  is  over, 
makes  him  a little  easy.’.’ 

“ That  as  to  what  they  had  so  often  talked 
about,  he  did  not  know  what  to  say  to  it,  and 
that  Nicholas  Wogan's  return  gave  him  the 
less  hopes  of  it,  but  that  he  heard  the  Beautiful 
Squire  was  certainly  determined  on  something, 
but  when,  and  in  what  manner,  is  what  he 
knows  nothing -of.”  Who  is  meant  by  the 
Beautiful  Squire,  the  Committee  ennnot  take 
upon  them  to  determine ; but  they  observe  this 
letter  was  writ  the  day  after  Layer’s  return  by 
Epping  from  Norfolk,  at  which  time  he  told 
Plunkec,  That  the  Pretender's  friends  would 
run  down  the  ministry  and  king  George  iu  a 
little  time,  and  bring  the  law-suit  to  bear  on 
their  own  bottom,  independent  of  the  Regent 
or  any  body  else  j”  as  is  related  in  Plunket’s 
letter  of  the  same  date  with  this  of  Kelly’s. 

Ou  the  2d  of  August,  Kelly  writes  to  Glas- 
cock, “ That  he  had  'received  the  bill.  That 
his  Letter  of  Licence  is  not  out  till  the  end  of 
October,  and  that  his  creditors  threaten  then 
to  shew  him  no  mercy;  in  the  mean  pine  he 
must  hope  tbe-besr,  aud  wish  that  some  good 
turn  of  fortune  mny  enable  him  to  do  them 
justice.” 

He  adds,  “ That  he  expected  to  have  sent 
the  state  of  their  accounts  before  now,  but  that 
the  gentleman  who  was  to  carry  them,  met 
with  an  accident  the  other  night,  which  pre- 
vented him,  therefore  he  cannot  do  it  till  he 
recovers,  or  some  other  opportunity  offers 
Then  sends  a long  account  of  Dennis  Kelly's 
being  taken  up. 

On  tb»  6th  of  August  he  sends  the  same  ac- 
count to  Dillon,  and  mentions  the  great  terror 
the  guards  are  under  from  informers  ; which  in- 
telligence your  Committee  observe,  wnsllioughc 
considerable  enough  to  make  an  article  iu  the 
Pretender's  late  declaration. 

On  the  same  day  he  sends  Glascock  nit  ac- 
count of  Sample’s,  Cotton’saad  one  Campbell’s 
being  taken  up;  “ That  there  were  reports  of 
one  sir  Harry  Goring'*  being  taken,  and  of 
forces  being  sent  for  the  lord  North  nnd  Grey, 
lord  Strafford,  nnd  other  persons  of  quality ; but 
that  |ie  finds  that  there  is  no  truth  in  them, 
and  is  tuld  that  the  two  last  are  come  to  town. 
He  then  desires  to  know  Dillon’s  private 
thoughts  from  whence  the  ill  report  of  his 
cousin’s  circumstances  comes,  which  has  occa- 
sioned this  severity  from  his  creditors,  and  says, 
he  hopes  soon  to  send  the  state  of  their  ac- 
counts, which  has  hitherto  been  delayed  for 
want  of  a proper  hand.” 

Ou  the  9th  of  August,  Kelly  writes  to  Glas- 
cock, “ That  Den  is  come  to  town  and  behaves 
like  a friend ; but  that  Rep  is  still  in  the  coun- 
try, and  so  is  Ho;  and  that  the  latter  had 
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days  which  he  had  hopes  of  doing,  but  in- 
tended to  make  but  a short  stay.” 

Your  Committee  see  reason  to  believe,  that 
by  Ho  is  meant  Hore  ; and  they  find  an  entry 
into  Kelly’s  pocket-book  of  his  having  been  at 
Mrs.  H's,  and  another  entry  in  these  words ; 
to  enquire  for  Mr. at  Mr.  William  Bay- 

sing’s at  Horn-Dean,  which  is  a house  much 
frequented  by  sir  Harry  Goring,  as  appears  by 
a deposition  annexed  to  this  report. 

Who  are  meant  by- Den  and  Rep  your  Com- 
mittee will  not  take  upon  them  to  determine, 
though  they  think  this  letter,  compared  with 
that  writ  three  days  before,  mny  lead  to  a disco- 
very of  the  persons  meant. 

Ou  the  13th  of  August,  Kelly  writes  again  to 
Glascock,  “ That  he  intends  to  visit  H.  who  be- 
ing at  a pretty  good  distance  in  the  country,  he 
cannot  return  under  four  or  five  days.”  Which 
agrees  with  the  circumstance  of  his  going  down 
as  far  as  Horn-Dean  near  Petersfield. 

lie  afterwards  adds  a very  remarkable  para- 
graph in  these  words:  “ Wbat  would  you  advise 
poor  Trotter  to  do?  he  is  ready  to  take  a voy- 
age any  where,  and  is,  you  know,  an  honest  and 
fit  person  for  that  business ; he  has  wrote  very 
earnestly  to  me  for  my  advice,  which  I told 
him  I could  not  give  till  I beard  from  you.” 
Your  Committee  think  it  their  duty  to  oh* 
serve  to  the  House,  that  in  the  cypher  found 
among  Dennys  Kelly’s  papers,  in  George  Kel- 
ly’s own  hand-writing,  Trotter  is  one  of  the 
hetitious  names  set  over  against  the  name  of 
Carte,  and  that  ou  the  day  this  letter  was 
writ  bis  Majesty  had  issued  bis  royal  proclama- 
tion for  apprehending  the  said  Carte ; against 
whom  it  is  there  set  forth,  a warrant  had  l.een 
issued  by  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state  for 
treasonable  practices,  and  that  he  hud  abscond- 
ed and  fled  frornjustice. 

Yet  it  appears  Irani  this  letter,  that  George 
Kelly,  fur  from  discovering  where  the  said  Carte 
was  concealed,  was  desirous  to  promote  his 
escape,  by  getting  him  invited  to  undertake  a 
voyage  into  foreign  parts;  aud  that  notwith- 
standing the  treasonable  practices  alleged 
against  him,  he  here  gives  him  the  testimonial 
of  an  honest  man,  owns  his  having  bad  com- 
munication with  him  by  letter,  alter  the  time 
of  his  escape,  solicited  Glascock  in  bis  favour, 
and  undertakes  to  aid  and  assist  the  said  Carte 
with  his  advice,  as  soon  as  he  should  have  au 
answer  from  Glascock. 

On  tbe  13th  of  August,  Glascock  writes 
again  to  Kelly,  in  relation  to  the  billon  Harold, 
and  mentions  his  expecting  the  gentleman  soon 
that  was  to  clear  accounts. 

He  afterwards  tells  Kelly,  “ That  Mrs.  Mus- 
grave  had  received  advice  from  her  father,  that 
she  is  not  to  expect  a farthing  of  the  allowance 
due  to  her  for  the  time  past,  or  to  come,  which 
Allen  had  procured  a seizure  of,  on  account  of 
her  husband's  debts  and  mismanaacment.” 

Your  Committee  from  comparing  this  letter 
with  others  where  Musgrave  is  mentioned,  and 
from  observing  the  date,  see  reason  to  believe, 
, thpt.Uiis  parage  re]aneif-;^T^^Wpping  a pen- 
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Bion,  which  the  Committee  are  informed  by  his 
Majesty's  singular  bounty  and  indulgence,  and 
upon  application  from  the  late  lord  Marr,  and 
promise  of  services,  wns  allowed  to  .him  ; and 
they  cannot  reflect,  without  indignation  and 
astonishment,  on  the  blact  ingratitude  of  per- 
sons, who,  while  they  were  in  a great  measure 
subsisted  by  his  Majesty's  unexampled  libera- 
lity, were  labouring  by  the  most  wicked  and 
unjustifiable  practices  to  dispossess  him  of  his 
crown,  and  to  destroy  bis  sacred  life. 

On  tlie  17  th  of  August,  Glascock  writes  again 
to  Kelly,  and  among  other  things  suvs,  “ He  is 
contriving  to  get  at  Barker  for  a relief  in  favour 
of  Farmer's  (the  Pretender’s)  children,  in  case 
their  step-fnther  should  pretend  to  deprive 
them  of  their  due,”  It  appears  by  another 
letter.  Barker  means  some  considerable  person 
in  France ; bat  what  this  passage  particularly 
relates  to  yoar  Committee  cannot  with  cer- 
tainty determine.  However,  they  have  thought 
it  their  duty  to  lay  this  and  other  abscure  pas- 
sages before  the  House,  that  it  may  be  seen 
how  much  it  is  in  the  power  of  persons  now  in 
custody  to  discover,  and  of  what  importance  it 
is  to  the  safety  Of  his  Majesty's  government, 
that  such  discovery  should  be  required  at  their 
hands. 

On  the  20tb  of  Angost,  three  days  before  the 
bishop  of  Rochester  was  taken  into  custody, 
Kelly  writes  to  Glascock  (the  original  of  which 
letter  is  stopped,  and  sworn  to  be  his  hand- 
writing,) and  says,  your  cousins  Ireton  and 
Wilkins  are  hoth  gone  into  the  country,  and 
earnestly  beg  the  favour  of  you  not  to  write  to 
them  any  mure,  for  which  you  will  soon  know 
the  reasons. 

On  the  30tli  of  August  be  writes  to  Dillon ; 1 
and  after  giving  a very  long  and  particular  ac- 
count of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  bishop's 
being  taken  op,  examined  and  committed  to  the 
Tower,  he  says,  “ You  are  by  this  satisfied  of 
the  reasons  of  my  late,  silence.”  Your  Com- 
mittee observe,  that  these  passages  shew  the 
connection,  which  Kelly  thought  there  was  be- 
tween the  bishop  and  himself. 

In  the  same  letter  of  the  20th  of  August, 
your  Committee  observe  another  very  remark- 
able circumstance;  Kelly  says,  That  he  is  going 
to  the  country  that  dny,  and  he  had  said  before 
that  he  was  going  to  Mr.  Sore’s. 

In  his  pocket-book  notice  is  taken, 'that  sir 
H.  G.  went  to  F.  on  the  23d. 

On  the  14th  September,  Glascock  writes  him 
word  “ That  Mrs.  Hore  was  under  a fit  of  her 
old  sickness  at  Rouen : but  that  it  was  not  safe, 
for  many  good  reasons,  to  have  her  transport- 
ed to  Paris,  there  being  abundance  of  quacks 
going  ahout,  which  cause  much  mischief.” 

From  this  time  forwards  Kelly  makes  use  of 
a new  cypher  of  names,  and  new  directions  to 
his  Letters. 

On  the  27th  Kelly  writes  again,  and  snys 
“ That  since  Mr.  G.  Sampson  went,  he  has  not 
heard  a syllable  from  his  correspondents  in 
France,  which  1ms  been  a great  detriment  to 
several  of  tbeirfriend*,”  . ' .. 


On  the  91h  of  October  Glascock  sends  him 
word,  “ That  all  the  letters  he  wrote  by  the 
Post,  came  safe ; but  that  he  had  not  yet  seen 
the  person,  who  was  to.  deliver  him  the  parti- 
cular instructions  and  address  he  was  to  make 
use  of,  that  person  being  still  detained  in  the 
country ; but  that  he  had  taken  measures  to 
get  from  him  the  memorandum  Kelly  had  given 

Ou  the  17th  of  October,  Glascock  sends 
Kelly  word,  “ That  the  book  of  accounts  sent 
by  G.  Saunders  is  at  last  come  to  lintid,  though 
the  person  that  brought  it  is  still  in  the  coun- 
try, so  that  they  are  now  in  n condition  to  set- 
tle accounts  with  Kelly."  And  from  this  time  1 
forward,  the  correspondents  in  France  make 
use  of  a new  cypher  of  names,  and  new  direc- 
tions to  their  letters. 

From  all  these  circumstances,  your  Com- 
mittee see  reason  to  believe,  that  Kelly  sent 
over  a new  cypher,  and  n new  list  of  directions 
to  France  by  sir  Harry  Goring ; in  which  they 
are  the  more  confirmed,  by  observing  that  this 
new  cypher  appears  framed  in  such  a manner, 
thnt  the  initial  letters  of  the  real  names  are 
always  prefixed  to  the  fictitious  ones,  which 
last  are  frequently  varied,  hut  the  initial  letter 
never.  This  will  be  more  clearly  understood 
by  instancing  in  one  of  the  names. 

The  person  who  carried  over  the  cypher  and 
list  of  directions  from  Kelly,  is  in  some  letters 
called  G.  Sampson,  in  others,  G.  Stephenson, 
G.  Saunders,  and  G.  Samford ; and  appears  to 
he  the  same  with  Mrs.  Hore,  who  was  observed 
before  to  be  probably  sir  Harry  Goring. 

Your  Committee  farther  observe,  That  all 
the  names  made  use  of  in  the  new  directions, 
were  entered  by  Kelly  in  the  pocket-book  that 
was  taken  upon  him  when  he  was  last  seized, 
with  such  marks  and  observations  before  them,  > 
os  need  no  great  explanation.  Over-against  1 
the  names  of  Bonnnville  and  Disode,  is  writ  1 
the  abbreviation  Glas.  and  a letter  sigued 
Disode,  having  been  stopped  at  the  post-office,  1 
nppenrs  to  be  in  the  same  hand  as  those  signed 
Howell,  Quitwell,  Querry,  &c.  which  were 
shewn  above  to  hAe  been  writ  Jiy  Glascock, 
Over-against  Brisac  and  Du  Puy,  is  writ  Stur; 
and  your  Committee  find  that  letters  came  for 
Kelly  directed  by  these  names  to  Sturgis’s  cof- 1 
fee-house.  Over-against  Contade  and  Lunelle, 
is  writ  Slau ; and  your  Committee  find,  that  j 
letters  thus  directed  were  left  for  him  at  | 
Slaughter’s  coffee-house. 

The  Committee  are  sensible,  That  their  en-  ! 
tering  into  so  minute  a detail,  must  be  tedious 
to  the  House,  but  as  the  conspirators  have  been  } 
been  no  less  industrious,  than  they  are  obsti- 
nate in  concealing  their  treason,  your  Com- 
mittee have  thought  it  their  duty  to  trace  it  1 
through  every  disguise,  as  near  as  they  could, 
and  to  lay  before  the  House  every  circumstance 
which  may  any  way  tend  to  a discovery  so  ne- 
cessary for  the  safety  and  quiet  of  these  king- 
doms, and  yet  so  little  to  be  hoped  for  from  the 
present  temper  and  disposition  of  the  couspw 

AgMtgfcJE  SET 
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The  first  of  Kelly's  Letters,  writ  in  this  new 
cypher,  is  of  the  10th  of  September,  directed  to 
Bonnaville  (Glascock)  under  cover  to  Hues, 
banker  at  Paris. 

In  this  be  says,  I hope  you  have  seen  G. 
Stevenson  before  now,  and  mentions  a trunk 
that  he  is  soon  to  send  to  him ; which  circum- 
stance shews  he  is  the  same  person  meant  by 
G.  Sandford  in  other  letters. 

He  then  takes  notice  of  a young  feUow  that 
he  had  recommended,  which  was  observed  be- 
fore to  be  probably  Neynoc,  “ and  earnestly 
begs  the  goods  he  carries  with  him  may  be  dis- 
posed of  at  any  rate;  and,  if  possible  without, 
Mr.  L.  Crawford’s  or  his  partners  being  con- 
cerned in  the  bargain.”  Your  Committee  ob- 
serve from  Neynoe’s  informations,  that  he  was 
to  be  recommended  by  Kelly  to  lord  Lans- 
down’s  family.  They  likewise  observe  from 
several  other  letters  that  Dillon,  upon  the 
caution  given  him  by  Skinner  from  the  bishop 
of  Rochester,  was  grown  very  jealous  of  his 
former  friends  at' Paris;  from  which  circum- 
stances, they  think  it  probable,  that  by  L. 
Crawford,  is  meant  lord  Lansdown. 

He, then  adds,  “ Your  cousin  C.  Saunders  is 
well,  and  with  a friend  in  the  country,  who  will 
take  particular  care  of  her,  till  a better  service 
can  be  got  for  her.” 

This  compared  with  what  he  says  in  his  let- 
ter of  the  13th  of  August,  of  Trotter’s  having 
writ  to  him  for  advice,  and  wanting  to  he  em- 
ployed in  a voyage  or  other  business,  makes  it 
probable  that  by  C.  Saunders  is  meant 

He  then  adds,  “ Your  relations  N.  Crone 
and  S.  Farrel  have  made  several  bargaius  for 
ready  money  in  the  third  subscription ; and  as 
the  time  allowed  by  parliament  for  non-prose- 
cution will  be  out  as  soon  as  it  sits,  their  cre- 
ditors will  then  .fall  upon  them  and  all  their 
friends,  and  put  them  in  jail,  except  you  can 
send  them  some  relief : and  though  your  ac- 
tions are  at  a very  low  price,  however,  I be- 
lieve, they  would  be  extremely  pleased  to  have 
them  sold  at  any  rale,  to  enable  them  to  pacify 
their  creditors  on  this  side,  and  to  put  them  in  a 
state  of  safety.” 

It  has  been  observed  that  the  conspiracy  is 
often  treated  of  under  the  cant  of  stocks ; and 
whether  this  third  subscription  may  not  mean 
the  third  period  of  time  fixed  by  the  conspira- 
‘tors,  and  the  relief  desired  be  not  some  assist- 
ance from  abroad,  is  submitted  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  House. 

That  this  passage  cannot  be  understood  in 
the  literal  sense,  is  evident  from  its  being  said, 
that  the  lime  of  non-prosecution  expires  at  the 
sittiog  of  the  parliament ; but  your  Committee 
apprehend,  that  the  meaning  of  this  paragraph 
is  fully  explained  by  another  in  the  same  letter, 
in  which  Kelly  says,  “ There  is  no  prospect  of 
the  state  prisoners  getting  out  till  next  term ; 
and  if  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  be  suspended  at 
tho  meeting  of  the  parliament,  they  will  remain 
during  the  government's  pleasure,  and  perhaps 
have  compaiyr  ,.epofi^h/’o  fflWIKMh 


N.  Crone  and  S.  Farrel,  is  submitted  to  the 
conjecture  of  the  House. 

His  next  letter  to  Glascock  is  of  the  27th  of 
September,  in  which  he  complains,  “ That  he 
has  not  heard  a syllable  from  D.  Gainer  (Dil- 
lon probably)  or  G.  Roberts  (Glascock  pro- 
bably) since  Mr.  G.  Sampson  (Goring)  went, 
which  has  been  no  small  detriment  to  some  of 
their  friends.”  He  adds,  “ The  term  being 
soon  at  hand,  we  shall  be  much  at  a loss  how 
to  manage  without  their  advice,  which  G. 
Sampson  positively  promised  to  send  a speedy 
account  of.” 

“ The  situation  of  your  friends  stands  much 
as  it  did,  and  nothing  has  happened  of  late  in 
your  family  to  ease  their  losses,  or  mend  their 
condition.” 

He  then  gives  a long  account  of  the  lord 
North  and  Grey’s  being  seized  at  Portsmouth, 
aud  of  his  being  to  be  brought  to  town  that 
night ; and  concludes  thus : 

“ I must  now  plainly  tell  you,  that  I am 
afraid  your  cousin  N.  Clifton  is  in  a very  bad 
wuy,  and  a person  (whom  he  lately  employed 
to  manage  some  tilings  for  him,  particularly  to 
compound  some  S.  Sea  bargains)  has  not  been 
true  to  him ; for  his  creditors  have  actually  pub 
him  in  jail,  and  except  you  can  contrive  to 
send  him  some  relief  from  what  effects  he  put 
into  your  Missisippi  (for  I do  not  find  be  has 
any  other  prospect)  his  confinement  will  prove 
fatal  to  him.  You  kuow  his  worth,  aud  for 
Heaven’s  sake  do  not  forsake  him.” 

This  letter  being  mentioned  to  be  writ  on 
the  day  lord  North  aud  Grey  was  brought  up 
in  custody,  your  Committee  cannot  but  be  led 
to  conjecture,  that  by  N.  Clifton  is  meant  the 
said  lord,  and  that  the  person  said  to  be  em- 
ployed by  him.  and  suspected  of  being  false  to 
him,  is  either  Lynch  or  Layer ; and  if  this  con- 
jecture be  admitted,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
by  N.  Crone,  in  the  former  letter,  may  be 
meant  the  said  lord  North. 

On  the  20th  Oct.  Glascock  writes  to  Kelly, 
“ That  D.  Gaiuer  (who  in  another  part  of  the 
letter  is  called  D.  Gregory,  and  is  probably 
Dillon)  thinks  very  seriously  of  the  commis- 
sions with  which  Kelly  had  charged  him  for  bis 
frieuds,  and  does  •.  ijot  refuse  to  employ  liis 
whole  credit  in  that  affair ; but  that  one  single 
article  had  consumed  tilt'  bill  of  exchange, 
which  N.  Cleaton  sent,  and  that  there  is  not 
any  other  come  that  Dillon  knows  of.” 

Here  N.  Cleaton  means  evidently  the  same 
as  N.  Clifton  in  Kelly’s  letter,  and  it  appears 
he  had  sent  a bill  of  exchange  to  France,  which 
was  all  consumed  in  one  single  article  of  ex- 
pence. In  former  letters  notice  was  taken  of 
n bill  of  exchange  sent  over  by  Repney,  aud  of 
20,000/.  raised  by  N. 

In  the  same  letter,  Glascock  takes  notice  of 
some  goods  sent  by  Coutnde  and  Lunelle  for 
Kelly’s  use,  which  jhe  desires  Keljy  to  send  for, 
and  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them  care- 
fully. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  thpt  these 
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came  inclosed  that  post,  or  the  next,  under  was  troubled  with  returns  of  spitting  blood  at 
blank  covers  coContade  and  Lunelle  at  Slaugh-  particular  times  there  mentioned,  nud  as  being 
ter's  Coffee-house,  agreeable  to  the  memornn-  to  set  out  with  his  family  for  France  by  Dieppe, 
dum  in  Kelly’s  pocket-book.  the  latter  end  of  July;  these  several  ch- 

in another  part  of  the  foregoing  letter,  it  is  cumstances  being  confirmed  to  your  Commit-  • 
laid,  that  Mr.  G.  Sampson  has  sent  over  his  tee  by  the  written  examinations  of  Mr.  Dctinit 
project  of  accommodation,  and  waits  the  event  Kellis  servants  to  hnve  been  true  of  him,  and 
of  it ; which  it  is  probable  relates  to  the  same  being  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  nppli- 
declanition.  cable  to  no  one  else,  they  see  reason  to  con- 

Kelly  being  examined  by  the  Committee  in  elude,  that  what  is  affirmed  in  the  intercepted 
relation  to  tliu  names  in  Ins  pocket-book  said,  correspondence  of  the  person  designed  by  the 
“ They  were  names  of  persons,  with  whom  he  names  above-mentioned,  is  affirmed  of  him.  1 
had  transacted  stock-nftnirs  in  France  several  Your  Committee  have  likewise  been  inform- 

Sears  ago.  He  owned  he  had  seen-  letters  at  ed,  that  enquiry  having  been  made,  at  the  Bri. 

laughter's  and  Sturgis's  Coffee-house  directed  tisli  coffee-house,  who  took  up  letters  directed 
by  someof  those  names,  but  that  it  might  eusily  thither  by  the  name  of  Sandford,  it  was  found 
happen,  that  there  might  be  persons  in  England  that  one  Mr.  Kelly,  who  frequented  that  house, 
of  the  same  names  with  others  in  France ; and  took  them  up.  And  a letter  from  France  so 
that  it  was  his  misfortune  letters  should  come  directed,  having  been  copied  ut  the  post-office, 
directed  by  those  names.  He  insisted,  that  his  and  then  delivered  out,  the  original  of  the  said 
pocket-book,  though  taken  upon  him,  was  an  Letter,  signed  M.  Digty,  was  found  in  Dennis  ; j 
old  one,  that  had  Inin  by  neglected  these  three  Kelly's  pocket,  when  he  was  taken  up,  as  np- 
years.”  Yet  your  Committee  observe,  the  me-  penrs  by  the  affidavit  of  the  messenger,  who 
nmrandums  in  it  were  of  a late  date,  and  con-  seized  him. 

tained  a particular  account  of  the  time  of  his  In  this  Letter  Digby  sends  his  service  to  his 
journies  to  and  from  France,  and  of  the  days  cousin  Ireton,  which  has  been  slieivu  above  to 
on  which  he  and  Denni-  Kelly,  and  the  bishop  be  one  of  the  names  belonging  to  George  Kelly; 
of  Rochester  were  taken  into  custody.  nnd  also  mentions  Hore,  who  has  been  already 

The  House  will  observe,  that  this  long  and  explained  to  be  probably  sir  Hurry  Goring.  I 
particular  account  of  George  Kelly  is  extracted  Your  Committee  observe,  that  the  said  Let- 
out  of  such  papers  and  informations,  as  were  in  ter  was  writ  in  the  same  hand,  with  another 
the  hands  of  the  government  relating  to  him,  signed  J.  Gerrard,  which  was  likewise  found 
supported  by  such  explications  as  seem  to  the  among  Dennis  Kelly’s  papers,  and  has  been 
Committee  natarally  to  arise  from  comparing  observed  above  to  be  probably  the  name  made 
the  several  parts  of  them  together ; but  that  use  of  by  sir  John  D’Obryan,  whom  George 
he  hi.uself  upon  his  examination  refused  to  Kelly  declared  to  be  secretary  to  Dillon, 
make  the  least  discovery  that  might  give  light  They  farther  observe,  that  both  these  Let- 
to  any.  part  of  this  treasonable  correspondence,  ters,  signed  Gerrard  and  Digby,  were  in  the 
though  he  plainly  intimated  he  had  it  in  his  same  hand  with  others  found  in  his  custody  re-  I 
power  to  do  it.  And  if  in  some  particulars,  lating  to  Dillon’s  private  affairs,  which  confirms 
the  Committee  should  have  fallen  short  of  the  Digby  to  be  Dillon,  and  Gerrard  to  be  one, 
true  nud  genuine  explanation  of  the  names,  or  whose  hand  Dillon  makes  use  of  for  his  dis- 
otber  facts,  which  may  easily  have  happened  patches. 

In  unfolding  such  variety  of  matter,  so  nidus-  Another  fragment  of  a Letter  was  found 
triously  wrapt  up  in  the  utmost  obscurity ; yet  among  his  papers,  mentioning  the  names  of 
they  conceive  it  will  not  lessen  the  credit  of  Ireton  nnd  Hore,  which  is  in  the  same  hand 
those  facts  in  general  relating  to  him,  which  with  the  Letters  to  Plunket,  signed  Dixwell 
are  supported  by  unquestionable  evidence,  not-  and  Howell,  and  is  therefore  probably  the  writ- 
withstanding  his  denying  of  'them,  nnd  prevail-  ing  of  Christopher  Glascock,  George  Kelly's 
eating  so  grossly  with  the  Committee.  correspondent. 

Some  other  papers  were  also  found  in  his 
Your  Committee  will  now  proceed  to  lay  be-  custodj,  mentioning  others  of  the  fictitious 
fore  you  such  particulars,  as  they  have  col-  names  used  in  George  Kelly's  Letters,  ns  also  a 
Iected  from  the  papers  referred  to  them,  relat-  long  list  of  names,  with  fictitious  nnmes  over 
ing  to  Dennis  Kelly,  esq.  who  nppears  to  them,  against  them,  and  a cypher  of  figures,  which  1 
from  several  passages  in  the  intercepted  let-  appear  to  he  George  Kelly’s  hand -writing,  and  ; 
ters,  to  have  acted  in  concert  with  the  other  are  sworn,  by  the  clerks  of  the  post-office,  to 
Kelly,  and  hehaved  himself  with  the  same  ob-  be  the  same  hand  in  which  the  Letters  signed 
stinucy  on  his  examination  before  them,  Johnson,  Hatfield,  &c.  were  writ.  It  has  al- 

Your  Committee  see  reason  to  believe,  that  ready  been  observed,  that  this  cypher  of  figures  | 
the  several  fictitious  names  of  Kirtou,  Kllle-  is  found  to  be  a supplement  to  the  cypher  in  , 
grew,  Sandford,  St.  George,  and  Hubberts,  are  which  the  Letters  of  the  late  duke  of  Ormonde,  | 
made  use  of  in  the  intercepted  letters  to  ex-  nnd  the  bishop  of  Rochester  wero  writ ; and 
pres*  one  and  the  same  person  ; ami  as  this  that  the  said  cypher  last-meutioned  is  made  use 

E.*rson  is  frequently  spoken  of  as  living  at  the  of  in  one  of  the  intercepted  Letters  from  Dil- 
ockplt,  as  being  himself  111  of  a fever  aad  ague  Ion  to  Dennis  Kelly, 
part  of  last  summer,  as  having  a daughter  wbo . There  was  also  found  among  his  papers,  an 


185]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Georck  I. 
exact  list  of  the  quartering  of  his  Majesty’s 
forces  a little  before  the  time  of  the  elections, 
and  n scheme  for  erecting  by-boats  between 
London  and  Boulogne,  which  seems  referred 
to  in  the  Letters  between  George  Kelly  and 
Gordon  of  Boulogne. 

There  was  also  taken  among  his  papers,  a 
fragment  of  a very  treasonable  Letter,  signed 
F.  M.  which  your  Committee  conjecture  was 
from  one  Francis  Macnamara,  a person  con- 
cerned in  the  former  rebellion,  there  being 
another  Letter  among  his  papers,  with  the  name 
at  length,  in  the  same  band. 

Your  Comtniitee  have  laid  together  these 
several  circumstances,  that  it  may  appear  Den- 
nis Kelly  was  concerned  in  the  treasonable 
correspondence,  which  is  confirmed  by  Mr. 
Crawfurd’s  Letter  from  Paris,  19-30  of  May,  in 
which  he  says,  “ There  is  one  captain  Kelly, 
who  frequents  the  Cocoa-Tree  and  Will's  coffee- 
house, who  is  much  in  the  confidence  of  Dillon 
and  lord  Lansdown,  he  was  here  some  months 
ago,  and  is  at  present  very  active  in  England." 

Your  Committee  find,  that  he  was  abroad 
for  several  months  the  latter  end  of  the  year, 
1721,  and  that  some  of  the  Letters,  sent  to  him 
by  fictitious  names  from  Fiance,  were  directed 
to  Will's  codec-house  and' the  Cocoa-Tree. 

The  mailers  which  they  find  him  principally 
concerned  in  by  the  intercepted  Letters,  are, 
the  remittance  of  the  bill  of  Exchange  sent 
over  from  the  person  called  Repney,  the  re- 
ceipt of  which  is  acknowledged  in  several 
Letters  to  him,  his  being  present  at  a consulta- 
tion with  the  persons  called  Rep.  Ho.  and  Den. 
and  his  being  to  carry  over  to  France  their 
final  answer,  together  with  a new  cypher,  list 
of  direction?,  and  other  verbal  instructions, 
from  George  Kelly,  for  Dillon,  Glascock,  and 
Talbot. 

As  George  Kelly's  correspondence  was  close- 
ly connected  with  that  of  the  bishop  of  Ro- 
chester, Thomas  Carte,  and  Dennis  Kelly,  and 
as  he  appeals  to  have  been  privy  to  Plunket’s, 
so  your  Committee  see  reason  to  believe,  that 
he  whs  not  a stranger  to  that  of  Sample,  who 
appears  to  lie  mentioned  in  a Letter  from  Ger- 
rard  to  Kelly. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  John  Sample, 
being  examined  before  the  secretaries  of  state, 
and  two  of  your  Coniinitiee,  owned,  that  Fran- 
cis, son  of  the  lord  Sempill,  commonly  so  call- 
ed, laid  been  in  England  that  summer,  and  re- 
turned to  France  about  three  weeks  before  his 
examination,  which  was  taken  on  the  4th  of 
August  last. 

Thar  daring  his  stay  in  England,  he  (John 
Sample)  was  twice  in  company  with  him,  and 
that  two  Letters  found  in  his  trunk  were  re- 
ceived by  him  from  the  said  Francis  Sempill 
before  his  coming  to  England. 

In  trie  first  or  these  Letters,  dated  June  2d- 
13th,  1722  Fr.  Sempill  tells  him,  “Thatthey 
are  daily  confirmed  Mrs.  Hews's  distemper  is 
but  imaginary  or  counterfeit.”  By  Mrs.  Hews, 
he  said,  was  meant  the  King,  and  by  lug  Dis- 
temper the  lagffiti»tl|fbpces,ri ....  by  the  IJnivcrsi 
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Fr.  Sempill  then  tells  him,  “ That  this  lms 
put  a stop  to  Mr.  Standwell’s  proceedings 
(StandweU  lie  owned  to  mean  the  Pretender) 
but  that  this  cannot  disconcert  Standwell's 
measures,  nor  even  delay  any  thing  above  a 
few  weeks. 

“ That  perhaps  he  may  soon  produce  him- 
self to  their  cost,  but  it  is  not  yet  full  lime  to 
give  him  (Sample)  hopes  of  that  kind.  He  adds, 
that  they  have  not  yet  heard  from  Mr.  Iloulder," 
whom  Sample  explained  to  be  the  late  duke  of 
Ormonde. 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  this  agrees 
with  the  accounts  given  in  the  former  parts  of 
their  Report,  of  the  attempts  that  were  to  have 
been  made  in  England  about  the  beginning  of 
May,  which  were  prevented,  though  not  in- 
tirely  discontinued,  by  the  discoveries  made 
here,  and  by  the  encampment. 

Sample  being  shewn  the  copies  of  several 
Letters  taken  at  the  post-office,  directed  to  Mr. 
Sempill  at  Paris,  and  enclosing  others,  owned, 
as  appears  by  his  examination,  the  writing  of 
them  all,  and  gave  explications  of  the  names 
made  use  of  in  them.  One  of  these  Letters  is 
to  StandweU,  whom  he  owned  to  mean  the 
Pretender,  and  another  is  mentioned  to  be  for 
Glascow's  master,  which  is  probably  general 
Dillon.  IL-  likewise  owned  his  having  writ  to 
the  late  duke  of  Ormonde,  and  to  Kennedy  his 
secretary ; and  while  he  was  in  custody  of  the 
messenger,  he  began  to  put  down  in  writing  a 
confession  of  his  crimes,  which  was  found  in  his 
room  after  his  escape.  But  though  some  of 
his  Letters  appeared  dictated  to  him  by  other 
persons,  your  Committee  do  not  find  he  would 
discover  who  those  persons  were. 

Your  Committee  will  next  proceed  to  lay  be- 
fore you  the  substance  of  the  several  papers  and 
Examinations  referred  to  them,  relating  to  Mrs. 
Spelman,  alias  Yallop,  in  doing  which,  they 
find  themselves  indispensably  obUged  to  men- 
tion a person  of  high  rank  and  distinction,  Tho- 
mas duke  of  Norfolk,  among  others  concerned 
in  the  treasonable  correspondence  conveyed 
through  the  hands  of  the  said  Mrs.  Spehnan. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  Mrs. 
Spelman  being  examined  on  the  19th  of  Octo- 
ber, concerning  several  letters  from  abroad,  di- 
rected to  her  by  the  name  of  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Bur- 
ton, has  declared  upon  oath,  that  Mr.  George 
Jernegan,  (who,  as  your  Committee  are  inform- 
ed, is  a Roman  Catholic,  and  appears  to  have 
been  long  employed  by  the  Pretender)  “ being 
in  England  about  six  months  before  her  exami- 
nation, did,  upon  his  going  for  France,  leave 
orders  with  the  said  Mrs.  Spelman  to  send  to 
the  duke  of  Norfolk  such  letters  as  she  should 
receive  from  him,  Jernegan,  directed  to  Mrs. 
Jones  ; and  to  Mr.  Han  ey  of  Combe,  such  as 
she  should  receive  frpm  him,  directed  to  Mrs. 
Williams,  in  Newgate-street,  Norwich  ; and 
to  Mr  William  Moor  (who  lives,  or  did  live 
in  Brewnlow. street)  such  as  she  should  receive 

from  him,  directed  to  Mr.  Frampton  : and  that 
vit-WM  Rgrepd  betrteja  ItCv-and  Jejmegan,  that 
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be  should  direct  to  her  by  the  ndme  of  Burton, 
when  he  did  hot  do  it  by  her  own  name. 

“ That  she  did  accordingly  send  (as  had  been 
agreed  between  them)  the  letters  that  came  to 
her  with  the  directions  above-mentioned,  hav- 
ing first  enclosed  them  under  new  covers,  which 
she  herself  directed ; that  she  sent  them  by 
common  porters,  who  nlways  brought  her  back 
an  account  of  their  having  delivered  them,  or 
of  the  person’s  not  being  at  home  ; that  parti- 
cularly one  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk  was  brought 
back  again  by  the  porter,  his  grace  not  being 
in  town,  which  letter  she  kept  till  he  came  to 
town,  and  then  sent  it  to  him.  That  she  once 
received  a message  from  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
by  Mr.  Edward  Jernogan,  that  his  grace  could 
not  answer  a letter  she  had  conveyed  to  him 
from  George  Jernegan,  because  he,  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  had  not  the  key  of  the  cypher,  it  being 
ip  bis  brother's  hands;  she  likewise  owned  her 
receiving  several  cyphers  and  keys  of  cyphers 
from  George  Jernegan,  which  she  burned  be- 
tween the  time  of  her  first  and  second  exarni- 

Copies  of  these  cyphers  having  been  taken 
at  the  Post-0  dice,  it  appears  that  one  of  them 
was  marked,  A Key  and  Cypher,  with  Mr. 
Farmer  and  Jerry  ; and  another,  D.  O.  and 
J.;  the  first  of  which  is  probably  a cypher  be- 
tween the  Pretender  ana  Jernegan, 'ana  the  lat- 
ter between  him  and  the  late  duke  of  Ormond. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  Committee,  that 
Edward  Jernegan  being  examined  in  relation 
to  the  message  from  the  duke  of  Norfolk  above- 
mentioned,  has  deposed  upon  oatb,  “ That 
about  a fortnight  before  the  duke  went  to  the 
Bath,  being  informed  that  his  grace  had  in- 
quired for  some  of  their  family,  he,  Jerne- 
gan,  went  to  wait  on  him,  and  his  grace  told 
)iim,  that  he  had  received  a letter  from  George 
Jernegan,  who  was  then  abroad,  but  that  he 
could  not  answer  it,  because  lib  grace's  brother 
had  the  key  of  the  cypher,  in  which  it  was 
written;  and  that  he,  Jernegan,  delivered  this 
message  to  Mrs.  Spetman.” 

The  first  letter  directed  to  Mrs.  Jones,  (the 
duke  of  Norfolk)  of  which  a copy  was  taken, 
is  dated,  Cambray,  12tb  July,  1722,  and  is 
partly  in  cypher,  but  bas  been  decyphored  in  the 
manner  following  : 

“ Sir ; _ 

“ Various  considerations,  which  obliged  me 
to  submit,  deprived  me  till  now  the  honour  of 
writing  to  you ; therefore  I (latter  myself,  you 
incline  to  favour  me  with  opinion,  that  my  zeal 
and  attention  are  above  falling  into  any  negli- 
gence, where  your  solicitude  nr  private  satis- 
faction is  concerned.  You  have  been  in  some 
manner  a witness  of  the  late  turn  in  affairs,  and 
undoubtedly  know  so  much  of  them,  tbnt  1 fear 
it  will  prove  superfluous  to  trouble  you  with  the 
particulars  which  I have : after  several  meetings 

with  some  of  our  friends  at  Paris, was 

of  opinion,  that  the  whole  should  becommuni- 
cated  to  the  Regent ; which  being  agreed  to, 
that  Lord  was  deputed  to  wait  on  him  : they 


met  nod  parted  iu  appearance  the  best  friend, 
in  the  world,  notwithstanding  immediate), 
by  the  Regent’s  orders  the  secret 
discovered  to  king  Georgs.  How  is  it  pos. 
sible  to  arm  one’s  self  with  sufficient  pm. 
dence  against  such  a conduct  ? These  being 
our  private  concerns,  1 leave  them  to  divert  you 
with  the  public  news  : the  overture  of  the  con. 
gress  seems  now  in  the  wuy  to  be  deferred  to 
the  king  of  France  majority,  who  since  his  re. 
moval  to  Versailles,  is  jn  a manner  solely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Regent.  His  coronation  remains 
still  fixed  to  the  15th  of  October  ; so,  in  all  ap. 
pearance,  this  year  produces  no  disturbance  to 
the  present  peace  of  Europe.  The  emperor 
grows  daily  more  powerful  in  Italy,  by  the 
pope’s  falling  into  that  interest  : he  has  lately 
seized  the  fortress  of  Massa  in  Florence,  and 
promises  the  investiture  thereof,  with  that  of 
Parma,  to  the  prince  of  Baviere,  upon  hit 
marriage  with  die  princess  Josephina.  Spain 
will  be  under  great  difficulties  to  find  means 
to  support  their  claim  to  these  provinces, 
especially  at  a time  that  France  seems 
negligent  of  every  diing  which  concerns 
them.  There  is  no  appearance  likewise  that 
the  affairs  in  die  Nordi  produce  any  thing  ma- 
terial this  season.  The  pacific  temper  of  the 
king  of  Prussia  secures  evory  thing  on  that  side, 
and  has  probably  prevented  the  disturbance 
threatened  in  those  parts.  Thus  at  present  are 
the  affairs  ot  Europe. 

“ I did  not  fail  to  repeat  my  usunl  solicits-; 
dons  in  favour  of  your  brother,  and  to  add  what 
in  justice  I thought  you  merited  : this  I did 
upou  the  first  occasion,  after  my  coming  over; 
to  which,  from  the  king,  I have  this  answer:”' 
“ June  the  loth.  | 

u Nobody  has  a better  opinion  than  I have 
of  the  great  person  you  mention,  nor  does  his 
character  more  justice  : I shall  he  always  de- 
sirous to  do  what  is  in  my  power  to  convince 
him  of  my  regard  for  his  brother,  who  now  is  in  j 
the  country  with  me  ; but  I fear  it  wiil  not  be 
time  to  move  in  the  pardcular  you  mention  of 
some  years  yet,  which  will  be  the  case  of  all 
others  who  pretend  to  the  same  right  as  I do.” 

“ Thus  far  was  his.  There  is  a pleasure  to 
see  widi  what  generous  virtue  he  repays  all 
who  consider  his  misfortunes. 

“ I presume  to  mention  one  thing  more, 
being  moved  to  it  out  of  a pure  consideration 
to  the  credit  it  will  give  to  your  name.  Doctor 
Witliam  finds  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
bnildiog  the  old  house,  being  reudy  to  fall,  and 
next  spring  they  begin,  but  upon  so  small  a 
fund  as  wifi  never  finish  die  work,  as  it  ought 
to  he ; the  consequence  of  which  must  neces- 
sarily oblige  them  to  beg  the  assistance  of  their 
friends.  I should  be  sorry  upon  this  occasion, 
that  any  uther  person  should  disdnguish  him-, 
self  so,  by  a donation  as  to  merit  bis  arms 
to  be  placed  in  tbe  front,  where  I could  wish  to 
see.your  own.  I hnve  not  spoke  one  word  of 
this  to  any  person  in  the  house,  thinking  it 
would  look  more  geuerous  iu  you,  if  disposed 
outhampton  'Ubraiy  l^igitrsation  Vm'it 
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to  take  the  credit  in  laying  the  first  stone,  to 
move  and  offer  it  yourself.  As  to  other  mat- 
ters, if  lean  be  serviceable  in  these ( parts, 
either  in  your  particular,  or  to  the  interest  of 
the  party,  you  know  me  faithfully  devoted  to 
both.  I have  obtained  leave  to  return  by  the 
end  of  snminer,  finding  it  inconvenient  to  my 
rivate  situation  to  remain  longer  abroad  : I 
ope  then  to  present  you  with  fresh  proofs 
with  whnt  zeal  and  respect  I have  the  honour 
to  be,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

* Be  pleased  to  address  to  me,  a M.  Honker 
under  cover  it  M.  Pigaulc  Banquier  it  Calais.” 

Your  Committee  observe  from  this  Letter, 
that  Jernegan  supposes  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
already  acquainted  with  a design,  on  which  ap- 
plication had  been  made  to  the  Regent,  and 
with  the  causes  of  its  miscarriage ; that  how- 
ever, in  order  to  shew  his  zeal  and  attention 
in  any  thing,  where  he  thought  the  duke’s  so- 
licitude concerned,  he  sends  him  an  account  of 
what  had  happened  to  their  common  friends  at 
Paris,  and  of  "the  secret’s  being  communicated 
to  king  George  by  the  Regent’s  order ; and 
then  laments  the  impossibility  of  arming  them- 
selves with  sufficient  prudence  against  such  a 
conduct,  which,  supposing  it  to  have  been  such 
as  they  represent,  yet  could  not  possibly  have 
appeared  blamable  to  any  but  the  enemies  of 
our  present  happy  establishment. 

He  then  shews  from  the  situation  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  there  is  but  little  prospect  of  any 
rupture,  which  may  be  favourable  or  advan- 
tageous to  their  designs. 

He  afterwards  acquaints  the  duke,  that  he 
had  repeated  his  solicitations  to  the  Pretender 
in  favour  of  his  grace’s  brother,  and  had  also 
added  what  in  justice  be  thought  his  grace 
himself  merited  ; to  which  he  received  an  an- 
swer from  the  Pretender  (whom  he  stiles  the 
king)  acknowledging  his  great  opinion  of  the 
duke,  and  the  justice  he  does  his  character, 
and  his  readiness  to  convince  his  grace  of  his 
regard  by  any  kindness  he  can  shew  his  brother. 

And  the  inference,  which  Jernegan  makes 
from  the  regard  expressed  towards  the  duke  in 
this  letter  of  £he  Pretender's,  is,  that  there  is  a 
pleasure  to  see  with  what  generous  virtue  he 
(the  Pretender)  repays  all’  those,  who  consider 
his  misfortunes. 

He  concludes  with  telling  the  duke,  that  if 
he  can  be  serviceable  in  those  parts,  cither  in 
his  grace’s  own  particular,  or  to  the  interest  of 
tire  party,  his  grace  knows  him  faithfully  de- 
voted to  both. 

On  the  2-13  of  August,  Jernegan  writes  a 
second  letter  to  the  duke,  as  follows  : 

“ Sir,; 

“ The  vicissitude  in  our  affairs  being  a per- 
petual ebbing  and  flowing,  it  is  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  assure  any  thing  with  certainty  : In  my 
last  of  the  12tb  I mentioned  how  things  had 
happened  ; and  although  the  fact  was  true,  yet 
the  consequem^jfaffjg. 
preheuded ; It  was  a politic  necessity,  which 
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urged  and  demanded  thnt  conduct,  and  it  ap- 
pears now  to  have  succeeded  so  well,  that 
every  hand  is  at  work,  as  before,  to  draw 
things  to  a right  conclusion;  briefs  we  are 
flattered  that  the  Regent  is  cordially  in  our  in- 
terest, and  disposes  every  thing  to  undertake 
the  work,  which  according  to  some  accounts 
will  be  put  in  execution  within  two  months. 
Those,  who  are  seriousand  make  due  reflection 
on  these  matters,  know  how  far  they  maybe 
useful  to  the  cause,  and  with  timely  and  pru- 
dent precautions  may  dispose  their  friends  to 
act  a lively  part ; whilst  they  themselves  keep 
retired,  till  the  success  one  way  or  the  other 
determines  what  is  necessary  to  be  done.- 

“I  have  opportunity,  by  being  in  these 
parts,  of  picking  up  several  good  officers,  and 
with  a little  trouble  as  many  as  would  com- 
plete an  intire  regiment,  into  which  any  gen- 
tleman might  enter  himself  and  do  his  duty 
with  honour.  This  is  what  I thought  fit  to 
propose  on  this  occasion,  and  should  be  glad  to 
know,  if  solely  upon  your  own  bottom  this  may 
be  thought  on.  I shall  take  all  necessary  pre- 
caution, and  shall  first  know  pertainly,  what 
there  is  to  depend  upon.  Your  opiuion  on 
these  matters,  with  the  assistance  of  your  ad- 
vice, will  lay  a most  sensible  obligation  on  him, 
who  entirely  devotes  himself,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

“ Let  the  conveyer  of  these  furnish  you 
with  my  immediate  Address.” 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  in  this  Letter, 
Jernegan  does  with  an  air  of  great  satisfaction, 
try  to  lessen  the  apprehensions  and  discourage- 
ments, which  he  supposed  his  former  account 
of  the  Regent’s  having  betrayed  the  secret 
might  have  raised  in  his  grace,  and  says  that, 
every  hand  is  now  at  work  as  before  to  draw 
things  to  a right  conclusion,  without  explaining 
what  that  former  work  or  the  right  conclusion 
hoped  for  is;  which  particulars,  it  appears,  he 
thought  so  well  known  to  the  duke,  as  not  to 
need  the  least  explanation. 

Then  after  telling  his  grace,  we  are  flattered 
the  Regent  is  cordially  in  our  interest,  and  is 
disposing  every  thing  to  undertake  the  work 
within  two  months  time,  he  intimates,  that 
from  this  hint  one  of  his  grace’s  seriousness 
and  reflection  might  be  useful  to  the  cause,  by 
disposing  his  friends  (who  may  justly,  be  un- 
derstood to  he  the  Roman  catholics)  to  act  a 
lively  part,  while  he  himself  lies  retired,  wait- 
ing till  the  event  should  determine  what  part  it 
was  proper  for  him  to  take. 

He  then  makes  the  offer  to  his  grace  of  rats- 
ing an  intire  regiment  of  officers  in  Flanders, 
ihto  which. any  gentleman  might  enter  himself, 
and  do  his  duty  with  honour;  and  dfesires  to 
know,  whether  on  his  grace’s  owu  bottom  such 
a thing  might  be  thought  of. 

This  treasonable  offer,  from  an  humble  ser- 
vant of  his  grace's,  shews  that  Jernegan  was  at 
least  persuaded  it  would  not  be  ill  received, 
whieh  cohM  only  proceed  from  a thorough 
assurance  of  the  duke's  inclinations  to  the 
ss  to  sup- 
port it  with  men  and  money,  whenever  a pro-. 
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paliility  of  success  should  make  it  safe  and  That  Mackintosh  was  then  in  Britain  agrees 
proper  for  him  to  espouse  it  openly.  with  Pancier’s  deposition. 

Your  Committee  farther  observe,  that  this  ' Anderson  farther  deposed,"  that  on  the  isth 
Letter  was  writ  about  the  same  time,  that  of  February  he  met-the  lord  George  Murray 
Plunket  was  so'  busy  in  pressing  Dillon  to  so-  at  a place  not  far  from  the  earl  of  Kintore's 
licit  the  Regent’s  assistance  ; and  that  the  who  confirmed  to  him  what  Mackintosh  had 
term  for  putting  the  design  in  execution,  which  said,  with  several  other  particulars;  that  two 
is  mentioned  in  Jcrncgan’s  letter  to  be  within  days  after  he  met  Mr.  James  Keith,  brother  to 
two  months  from  the  beginning  of  August,  has  the  earl  Marishal,  who  after  having  told  him 
an  evident  relation  to  die  third  period  pitched  that  there  would  he  a descent  in  fuvour  of  the 
upon  by  the  conspirators,  which,  as  has  been  Pretender,  named  to  him  several  persons  (spe- 
observed  before,  was  the  breaking  up  of  the  a tied  iu  his  deposition)  that  were  come  over 
camp.  And  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  by  to  get  matters  in  a readiness.” 
several  concurrent  advices  from  France,  Spain,  This,  your  Committee  observes,  answers  to 
mid  Italy,  during  the  months  of  July  and  the  first  period  of  time  for  beginning  an  insur- 
August,  that  the  design,  which  had  been  sus-  rection,  with  the  help  of  foreign  forces  during 
peuded  upon  the  first  discovery  of  the  Plot,  the  time  of  the  elections, 
was  again  resumed,  and  preparations  made  for  About  the  beginning  of  May,  a lettei  was 
llie  Pretender’s  leaving  Italy  about  the  be-  intercepted,  directed  to  Mr.  Peter  Smyth  at 
ginning  of  September,  for  which  purpose  die  Boulogne,  and  inclosing  another  to  De  Martin ; 
ship  Revolution  (since  taken)  set  sail  for  Italy  which  letters,  as  your  Committee  are  informed,, 
the  latter  end  of  August  having  on  board  near  are  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Cochran.  Who 
two  hundred  men,  and  a great  number  of  is  meant  by  De  Martin  does  not  appear, 
officers.  In  this  letter  Cochran  says,  “ Our  customers] 

Mention  is  made  in  Jernegan’s  letters  to  Mrs.  on  this  side  the  water,  are  as  fond  of  taking 
Spelman  of  a great  number  of  letters  written  our  goods,  as  you  are  of  sending  them;  but! 
to  and  received  from  Mr.  Harvey  of  Combe,  am  afraid  if  they  are  not  sent  soou  the  market] 
by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Williams ; and  in  one  of  will  be  forestalled,  for  our  enemies  begin  to  he 
his  letters  to  Mr.  Harvey  he  says,  “ The  Re-  upon  their  guard.  He  adds,  that  their  friends 

Eeut  plays  a game  a-part,  and  confides  in  none  in  England  are  willing  to  send  money  to  pay  forr 
ut  Britain,  and  lias  sacrificed  us  to  make  a them  per  advance,  and  that  they  in  Scotland!! 
firm  friend  of  king  George.  The  late  disap-  are  not  backwards,  but  hope,  in  a few  days,  tpl 
poititmcnt  in  our  affairs  has- given  a surprising  remit  as  much  money  as  will  be  sufficient  for 
power  to  the  court  of  France;  they  silence  all  their  country.  He  then  desires  to  know  howl 
other  princes  iu  regard  to  us  ; none  now  dare  soon  they  may  expect  their  wines  on  this  side.  I 
look  that  way,  or  undertake  the  least  trifling  the  water,  that  they  may  put  themselves  iu  a. 
service  in  our  favour.”  sufficient  posture  for  receiving  them.” 

On  the  90th  of  July,  Mr.  Harvey  sent  an  Your  Committee  likewise  find,  that  Chris'] 
answer  to  this  letter,  the  original  of  which  is  topher  Glascock,  Dillon's  agent,  carried  oncor- 
stopped,  and  is  sworn  by  Mrs.  Spelinan  to  be  respondences  to  the  same  effect,  with  one  who 
his  hand  writing;  but  it  contains  such  an  odd  went  by  the  name  of  James  Johnston  at  Edin-  ‘ 
heap  of  low  and  virulent  scandal,  that  the  burgh,  and  that  George  Kelly  corresponded  ! 
Committee  do  not  think  jiroper  to  trouble  the  with  the  same  James  Johnston,  and  owned  to.', 
House  with  any  extract  of  it,  but  have  annexed  the  Lords  -at  his  examination,  his  having  sent 
it  intire  to  their  Report.  the  said  Johnston  a paper  from  Glascock,* 

which  he  pretended  related  only  to  the  Mis- 
Your  Committee  have  already  taken  notice,  sisippi. 
that  the  treasonable  correspondence,  above  Letters  were  likewise  intercepted  going  from 
set  forth,  was  not  confined  to  England  only,  Edinburgh,  directed  to  Collins  at  Mr.  Waters's, 
but  was  carried  on  in  Scotland  under  the  same  banker  at  Paris ; which  Collins  appears,  by} 
cant  expressions  of  wine,  trade,-  goods,  &c.  Kelly’s  cypher,  to  be  Colin  Campbel  of  Glen- 
And  it  appenrs  that  the  Pretender's  agents  deroule. 

were  equally  busy  in  disposing  matters  for  an  In  one  of  these  letters  to  Collins,  mention 
insurrection  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  at  the  is  made  of  a person  of  great  consequence  and 
same  periods  of  time  as  were  fixed  on  in  Eng-  distinction,  lately  regained  to  the  Pretender's; 
land.  party,  who  insisted  on  a sight  of  the  contract' 

They  find  that  the  government  has  received  of  copartnery,  which  Collins  is  desired  to  send 
information  upon  oath  from  one  Lodoick  An-  over  by  the  first  sure  hand  ; and  Collins  in  his 
derson,  “ That  on  the  28th  of  January  1721,  answer,  signed  R.  Broun,  promises  it  shall  be; 
brigadier  Mackintosh  was  seen  by  him  (Ander-  sent  over. 

son)  at  the  bouse  of  sir  John  Mackenzie  of  Your  Committee  observe,  that  this  particu- 
Coul,  and  told  Anderson  that  the  Pretender  de-  lar  agrees  with  Fairfax’s  deposition  upon  oath, 
signed  to  have  on  the  crown  of  Scotland  be-  that  Luyer  told  him,  the  people  of  England 
fore  Midsummer,  and  that  he  was  to  be  as-  were  backward,  hut  that  those  of  Scotland  had 
sisted  from  France,  Spain,  and  Muscovy  ; that  already  entered  into  an  association. 

S;eneral  Gordon  and  captain  Tullock  were  to  In  the  same  letter  to  Collins,  it  is  said,  that 
and  at  the  Loach  Elch  with  arms  for  this  the  person  of  consequence,  who  had  insisted 
purposel''1^-1  image  digitised  by  rlie  l IniVerariy  of  -Jputhaifipton  library  Digitisation  Unit’ 


193]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Geosoe  L }12$.-~Ttlaiing  to  the  Conspiracy.  [194 


on  a sight  of  the  contract  of  copartnery,  de- 
sired an  order  from  Mr.  Malcolm  for  raising 
one  or  two  battalions,  hut  was  told  those  or- 
ders might  come  time  enough  by  the  hands  of 
those  who  happened  to  come  first  to  open  the 
commerce ; which  shews  of  what  nature  that 
commerce  was. 

In  the  same  letter  application  is  made  to  Mr. 
Malcolm  for  a patent  for  knight  baronet,  both 
which  circumstances  confirm  Malcolm  to  he 
the  Pretender. 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  these  letters, 
and  some  others  which  appear  to  have  been  in- 
tercepted about  the  mouth  of  May,  and  are 
annexed  to  this  Report,  fall  in  with  the  second 
period  of  time  fixed  by  the  Conspirators  in 
England. 

And  on  the  18th  of  August,  O.  S.  Mr.  Stan- 
hope writes  word  from  Mndrid  that  he  had  re- 
ceived intelligence,  that  the  Scntcli  had  en- 
gaged to  bring  000  men  into  the  field  in  ten 
days  time,  in  case  the  late  duke  of  Ormond 
would  come  over  with  arms  to  head  them,  and 
that  they  daily  sent  most  pressing  messages  to 
Ormond  on  that  subject;  which  shews  that  the 
design  was  reassumed  a third  time  in  Scotland, 
as  it  was  in  England. 

Your  Committee  farther  observe,  that  agree- 
ably to  what  was  promised  in  Mr.  Cochran’s 
letter  of  the  28th  of  April,  Mr.  William  Ers- 
fcine  did,  on  the  3d  of  May,  remit  2,000/.  ster- 
ling to  Mr.  Gerrard  (Dillon’s  secretary  at 
Paris)  and  owned  his  so  doing  on  his  examina- 
tion before  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  but  refused 
to  discover  who  Gerrard'  was,  or  from  whom 
and  for  whose  use  the  said  sum  was  remitted. 

When  be  was  taken  into  custody  a letter 
was  seized’in  his  pocket,  which,  as  vour  Com- 
mittee is  informed,  is  all  in  the  lute  ford  Mnrr’s 
own  hand-writing,  dated  Paris,  February  the 
9th,  1722,  in  the  following  words : 

Paris,  February  9,  1722. 

“ I have,  William,  yours  of  the  7 th,  for  which 
I am  obliged  to  you,  and  take  all  you  say,  as  I 
ought,  from  the  good  heart  from  whence  I 
know  it  comes,  though  at  the  same  time  you 
put  a greater  value  on  your  friend  than  lie  de- 
serves : but  be  that  as  it  will,  I am  fully  per- 
suaded, as  you  may  be,  that  he  will  never  fail 
an  occasion  for  what  you  mean,  nor  neglect 
endeavouring  to  bring  it  about,  where  he  sees  I 
it  cun'  be  of  advantage  to  his  country  ; and  his 
friends  and  countrymen  may  depend  on  it, 
when  they  see  him  engaged  again,  that  the  re-  i 
trieving  of  it  from  the  low  condition  it  is  now  < 
in,  and  otherways  ever  like  to  be,  is  the  chief 
motive  that  induces  him ; and  he  hopes  in  that 
way  he  will  not  be  without  the  assistance  of  all 
who  wish  the  same  tiling;  nnd  the  more,  that 
lie  will  take  all  the  care  he  can  not  to  expose 
them  for  serving  that  of  others,  if  at  the  same 
time  lie  be  not  pretty  sure  of  its  doing  effectual 
service  to  their  own,  nnd  puttiug  it  on  a better 
foot  than  it  has  been  these  hundred  years  past. 
If  he  looked  but  to  his  own  private  interest,  he 
could  perhaps  find  ’ 


more  to  it;  bnt  lie  hopes,  by  his  former  actions, 
it  appears,  that  he  never  put  that  in  competi- 
tion with  what  lie  thought  was  the  interest  of 
his  country,  though  in  which  he  owns  he  was  once 
mistaken,  as  many  others  may  have  been;  but 
as  he  never  -scrupled  owning  his  fault,  since  he 
found  it  by  experience  to  be  one,  so  he  has 
ever  since  endeavoured  to  make  amends,  and 
will  as  long  as  lie  lives. 

“ Things  are  in  sacli  a situation  at  present 
over  all  Europe,  that  there  appears  little  of  any 
opportunity  of  doing  what  is  to  be  wished  upon 
that  account : but  things  of  this  kind  are  very 
uncertain,  nnd  an  opportunity  may  come,  or 
he  brought  about,  when  least  expected ; and 
you  mny  believe  it  will  not  be  neglected  when 
it  does;  nor  will  any  cudeavours  be  wanting 
to  bring  it  to  that  pass.  Hush  I though,  must 
be  the  word,  mul  friends  must  not  take  amiss 
their  not  being  acquainted  previously  to  the 
execution,  in  which  it  is  to  lie  hoped  they  will 

“ Yoo  see  t make  no  scruple  in  writing  freely 
to  you,  but  you  kuow  the  consequence  of  this 
coming  into  wrong  hands,  and  those  it  is  fit 
nnd  of  use  to  be  told  to,  you  know  too : so  I 
lenve  it  to  your  own  discretion,  of  which  you 
have  given  me  many  proofs.  I have  been  much 
out  of  use  of  writing  to  H.  S.  for  some  years 
past,  and  I have  not  yet  got  a return  of  one  I 
wrote  him  lust  summer ; hut  I shall  write  to 
him  of  whut  you  meutinn  in  yours. 

“ As  to  M y,  I care  not  to  say  more 

about  him,  and  were  it  not  that  I think  it  for 
the  good  of  a certain  person  and  cause,  I should 
not  even  wish  to  have  all  the  truth  told  of  him, 
since  his  being  abroad.  I cannot  answer  for 
what  handles  mny  be  given  him  for  his  justifica- 
tion; but  let  honest  men,  who  wish  right,  tell 
the  truth,  where  they  know  it,  and  that  it  is 
necessary,  and  shame  the  devil. 

11  I wish  you  a good  journey  and  good  luck 
with  all  my  heart,  and  that  wc  may  soon  have 
an  opportunity  to  meet  merrily,  nnd  be  of  use  to 
our  country.  My  compliments  to  our  friends, 
and  I hope  we  shall  never  have  cause  to  be 
ashamed  of  other. 

“ I shall  long  impatiently  to  hear  from  you 
after  your  getting  to  London  and  Edinburgh ; 
and  pray  do  not  fail  writing  after  your  coming 
to  both  places,  and  have  seen  people. 

“ Send  me  your  address,  and  you  may  be 
sure  of  hearing  from  roe,  when  it  can  be  of 
any  use.  Pleasure  it  would  be  always  to  me; 
but  that  must  yield  sometimes  to  circum- 
stances. 

“ My  family  salute  you,  and  wish  you  all 
happiness,  as  I do,  who  am  sincerely  and  af- 
fectionately yours,  &c.  Adieu. 

" I wish  you  may  have  something  agreeable 
to  tell  me  of  your  brother-  nnd  undo,  when 
you  have  seen  them,  and-  remember  me  kindly 
to  your  father-in-law.  Sure  we  must  all  wish 
the  same  way  to  our  country. 

“ What  is  become  of  our  cousin  Will,  who  I 
hjpv im-unn^rft’  *®r  801118 

o 
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Your  Committee  likewise  find  evident  foot-  proofs.  But,  added  lie,  as  there  are  people  who 
steps  of  this  treasonable  correspondence  from  know  nothing  of  the  Plot,  and  yet  believe  it,  so 
Ireland;  but  having  already  shewn  sufficiently  there  are  others  that  know  the  whole  Plot  and 
the  extensiveness  of  the  Conspiracy,  they  for-  yet  pretend  not  to  believe  it.  He  wasanswered 
bear  to  tire  the  House  with  any  further  particu-  by 

lars.  Mr.  Jefferies,  who,  in  particular,  excepted 

against  these  words  in  the  question,  viz.  ‘ For 
Your  Committee  have  now  gone  through  the  ‘ laying  violent  hands  upon  the  person  of  his 
several  matters  that  appeared  to  them  from  ‘ most  sacred  Majesty  and  the  prince  of 
the  Examinations  of  the  persons  or  papers  ‘ Wales because  it  appeared  by  the  Report, 
referred  to  them ; and  they  are  in.  hopes,  that  the  conspirators  only  meant  ‘ the  seizing 
that  in  reporting  every  circumstance  that  ‘ or  assaulting  the  king’s  person,’  &c.  But  he 
seemed  material,  they  have  strictly  complied  was  replied  to  by 

with  the  intentions  of  the  House  in  appoint-  Air.  Horatio  Walpole,  who  said  he  was 
ing  them.  amazed  to  hear  such  words  come  out  of  the 

If  the  frequent  repetitions  of  the  same  matter  mouth  of  a lawyer,  and  a member  of  that 
have  swelled  the  Report  into  too  great  a house ; but  since  he  had  forgot  his  profession, 
length,  they  are  persuaded  the  House  will  and  the  place  he  was  in  so  far,  as  to  make  so 
excuse  it,  since  it  was  in  all  the  places  where  small  a matter  of  seizing  the  king’s  person  and 
they  have  done  it,  necessary  to  explain  the  the  heir  apparent,  on  whom  all  that  is  dear 
passages  related,  or  else  to  shew  the  counec-  and  valuable  to  Englishmen,  both  as  men  and 
turn  of  the  treasons,  as  well  as  the  co-opera-  Christians,  entirely  depends,  he  must  take  the 
lion  of  the  Conspirators  in  their  wicked  de-  liberty  to  tell  him,  that  much  less  than  seizing 
•ign  of  dethroning  his  most  sacred  Majesty,  and  assaulting  the  person  of  the  king  or  prince, 
and  overturning  our  present  happy  establish-  is  by  our  laws  looked  upon  as  an  overt-act  of 
ment  in  church  and  state.  high-treason. 

Then  the  question,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Pul- 
Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  respecting  teney,  was  carried  without  dividing. 
the  Conspiracy.]  Alarch  8.  The  Commons  pro-  Ailer  this  sir  Robert  Raymond  moved,  “That 
ceeded  to  take  into  farther  consideration  the  Re-  it  appears  to  this  House,  That  John  Plunket 
port  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  has  been  a principal  agent  and  instrument  in 
Christopher  Layer  and  others;  and  Air.  Wil-  the  said  horrid  and  detestable  Conspiracy,  and 
liafa  Pulteney  moved,  That  this  question  might  has  carried  on  several  treasonable  correspon- 
be  put,  viz.  “ That  upon  consideration  of  dences  to  procure  a foreign  force  to  invade 
the  Report  and  the  several  Papers  and  Exami-  these  kingdoms,  to  raise  insurrections  and  a 
nations  relating  to  the  Conspiracy,  it  appears  rebellion  at  home,  and  was  engaged  with  others 
Co  this  House,  That  a detestable  and  horrid  in  the  villannus  and  execrable  design  of  laying 
Conspiracy  has  been  formed  and  carried  on  by  violent  hands  upon  bis  majesty's  most  sacred 
persons  of  figure  and  distinction,  and  their  person."  This  question  being  likewise  carried 
agents  and  instruments,  in  conjunction  with  without  a division ; sir  Robert  Raymond  moved 
traitors  abroad,  for  invading  these  kingdoms  again,  “ That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a bill, 
with  foreign  forces,  for  raising  insurrections  and  to  inflict  certain  pains  and  penalties  on  John 
S rebellion  at  home,  for  seizing  the  Tower  and  Plunket.”  He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Onslow, 
city  of  London,  for  layiug  violent  hands  upon  but  though  the  said  motion  was  warmly  oppos- 
the  persons  of  his  most  sacred  Majesty  and  the  ed,  yet  after  some  debate  it  was  carried  by  i 
prince  of  Wales ; in  order  to  subvert  our  majority  of  289  against  130,  that  the  said  bill 
present  happy  establishment  in  Church  and  be  brought  in ; and  then  the  House  adjourned 
State,  by  placing  a Popish  Pretender  upon  the  till  the  11th. 

throne.’’  Marchll.  The  House  resumed  the  adjourned 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  sir  John  Rush-  consideration  of  the  Report  from  the  .Secret 
out,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Broderick ; but  Mr.  Committee,  and  sir  Philip  Yorke  (Solicitor 
Shippen  and  Air.  Bromley  endeavoured  to  ex-  General)  opened  the  debate  in  a speech,  where- 
tenuate  some  matters,  which,  in  their  opinion,  in  he  particularly  enlarged  on  the  share  Mr. 
were  couched  in  too  strong  terms,  as  not  being  George  Kelly  alias  Johnson,  had  in  the  traitor- 
clearly  proved.  They  said,  They  did  not  doubt  ous  and  detestable  Conspiracy,  and  then  pro- 
of the  Conspiracy,  for  they  believed  there  had  posed  this  question,  viz.  “ That  upon  consi- 
•lwnys  been  one  carrying  on  against  the  present  deration  of  the  Report  from  the  Committee, 
Settlement,  ever  since  the  Revolution But  appointed  to  examine  Christopher  Layer,  aad 
from  what  bad  yet  been  laid  before  the  House,  others,  and  the  several  Papers  and  Examina- 
it  did  not  appear  to  them  that  there  was  such  a tions  relating  to  the  Conspiracy,  it  appears  w 
particular  concerted  Plot  as  was  mentioned  in  this  House,  That  George  Keliy  alias  Johnson  j 
the  question  above-mentioned.  has  been  a principal  agent  and  instrument  in 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  said  thereupon,  with  a great  the  said  horrid  and  detestable  Conspiracy,  aud 
deal  of  warmth,  That  he  could  not  with  pa-  has  carried  on  several  treasonable  correspon- 
dence, and  with  his  usual  moderation,  hear  the  dcnces  to  raise  insurrections  and  a rebellion  at  { 
truth  of  this  detestable  and  horrid  Conspiracy  home,  mid  to  procuce  a foreign  force  to  invade 
ettMed  iu  question,  after  so  many  undeniable  these  kingdoms  from  abroad. 
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This  motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Sandyi, 
was  carried  without  any  division. 

Then  sir  Philip  Yorke  moved,  “ That  a Bill 
be  brought  in  to  inflict  certain  Paius  and  Penal- 
ties upon  George  Kelly  alias  Johnson,  which 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  Walpole.  Hereupon 
Mr.  Trenchnrd  said,  That  he  thought  the  pro- 
perest  way  to  proceed  against  this  criminal, 
was  in  the  old  parliamentary  method,  by  bill  of 
attainder,  there  being  sufficient  proof  to  sup- 
port such  a bill : But  this  motion  was  not  se 
couded.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Bromley, 
Mr.  Shippen  and  Mr.  Lutwyche  opposed  sir 
Philip  Yorke’s  motion,  but  were  answered  by 
sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  and  Mr.  Talbot,  member  for 
Durham ; and  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  ‘280  against  111. 

Debate  concerning  the  Bishop  of  Rochester .] 
Then  Mr.  Youge  stood  up,  and  took  notice, 
how  deeply  Dr.  Francis  Atterbury,  bishop  of 
Rochester,  had  been  concerned  in  this  detest- 
able Conspiracy  ; aggravating  his  crime  from 
his  holy  function  and  high  station  in  the 
church  of  England,  a church  ever  conspicuous 
for  its  loyalty ; from  the  solemn  oaths  he  had , 
on  so  many  occnsion3,  taken  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  by  which  he  had  abjured  the  Pre- 
tender ; when  at  the  same  time  he  was  traitor- 
ously conspiring  to  bring  him  in,  upon  the  ruin 
of  his  country  and  of  Si  that  wrts  dear  and 
valuable  to  us,  as  freemen  and  Christians : 
Concluding,  that  as  he  wus  a disgrace  to  his 
order,  and  dishonour  to  the  church,  so  he  might 
apply  to  him  on  this  occasion,  these  words  of 
the  1st  of  Acts,  verse  20.  ‘ Let  his  habitation 
‘be  desolate,  and  let  no  man  dwell  therein: 
' And  his  bishoprick  let  another  taka.1  And 
therefore  he  moved,  That  it  appear*  to  this 
House,  “ That  Francis  lord  bishop  of  Roches- 
ter was  principally  concerned  in  forming,  di- 
recting, and  carrying  on  the  said  wicked  and 
detestable  Conspiracy,  for  invading  these  king- 
doms with  a foreign  force,  and  for  raising  in- 
surrections and  a rebellion  at  bume,  in  order  to 
subvert  our  present  happy  establishment  in 
church  and  state,  by  placing  a Popish  Preten- 
der upon  the  throne."  Mr.  Youge  was  se- 
conded by  sir  John  Cope;  but  they  were  an- 
swered by 

Sir  William  Wyndham,  who  said,  He  saw 
no  cause  to  proceed  against  the  Bishop  in  so 
severe  a mnmier,  there  being  little  or  indeed  no 
evidence  besides  conjectures  and  hearsays. 
He  was  backed  bv  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Hutcheson,  Mr.  Huneerlbrd,  Col.  Strangc- 
ways,  Mr.  Lutwyche,  and  Dr.  Friend.  They 
were  replied  to  by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr.  II. 
Walpole,  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  John 
Smith,  and  Mr.  William  Pulteney  ; and  a mo- 
tion being  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  it  passed  in 
the  negative  by  285  voices  against  152  ; after 
which,  the  question  being  put  upon  Mr.  Yonge’s 
motion,  the  same  was  carried  without  dividing. 

Then  a motion  was  made,  and  the  question 
put,  That  a 


‘ tain  pains  nnd  penalties  on  Francis  lord 
‘ bishop  of  Rochester,'  which,  after  some  de- 
bate, was  also'  carried  without  any  division. 

Debate  concerning  Dr.  Friend .]  March  13. 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole  acquainted  the  House, 
That  he  had  received  his  Majesty’s  com- 
mands to  ncqtmint  the  House,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty haying  had  just  reason  to  apprehend  Dr. 
John  Friend,  a member  of  this  House,  for  high 
treason,  had  caused  him  to  be  apprehended, 
nnd  desired  the  consent  of  the  House  to  his 
being  committed  and  detained  for  high  treason, 
according  to  an  act  of  this  present  session,  in- 
titled  an  Act,  ‘ For  impowering  his  Majesty  to 
' secure  and  detain  such  persons  as  his  Ma- 
‘ jesty  shall  suspect  are  conspiring  against  his 
‘ person  and  government.’  Upon  which  he 
moved.  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
ive  order  for  committing  and  detaining  Dr. 
olm  Friend,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  this  session 
of  parliament  for  that  purpose. 

This  motion  was  seconded  and  backed  by 
several  members : hut  Mr.  Shippen  and  Mr. 
Bromley  opposed  it,  saying.  They  could  not 
see  any  reason  for  that  House  giving  leave  for 
detaining  any  member,  unless  the  species  of 
treason  was  declared,  and  that  the  information 
was  upon  oath. 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole, 
replied,  That  by  the  lnte  act  for  suspending  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act,  the  King  was  iuipower- 
ed  to  take  up  any  person  lie  had  reason  to  sus- 
pect: that  therefore  the  government  was  not 
obliged  to  say,  whether  the  information  was 
upon  oath  or  not:  But 

Mr.  Walpole  added,  He  did  not  doubt  but 
Dr.  Friend  W3s  charged  upon  oath;  and  pri- 
vately declared  to  several  members,  that  they 
had  positive  proof  of  his  being  guilty  of  the 
blackest  and  basest  treason. 

Mr.  Shippen  then  suggesting,  That  Dr. 
Friend's  having  spoke  so  warmly  two  days  be- 
fore, in  Mr.  Kelly's  and  the  bishop  of  Roches- 
ter’s behalf,  was,  in  his  opinion,  tne  reason  of 
his  being  taken  up  the  next  day  himself,  and 
that  at  that  rate,  there  was  an  end  of  the  liberty 
of  speech  which  every  member  of  that  Housa 
had  a right  to : 

Mr.  R Walpole,  with  great  deal  of  warmth, 
replied,  He  wondered  any  gentleman  could 
think  any  ministry  capable  of  so  base  a thing, 
as  to  take  up  any  gentleman  for  what  ho  said 
in  that  House,  without  any  olher  cause,  when 
they  knew  themselves  to  be  accountable  as 
well  as  others  for  their  actions : adding,  That 
they  who  made  such  insinuations  might  morn 
easily  be  proved  to  be  Jacobites,  than  they 
could  moke  out  such  an  allegation  against  tba 
ministry. 

Mr.  Pulteney  spoke  on  the  same  side,  nnd 
in  relation  to  Dr.  Friend’s  speaking  in  Kelly's 
behalf,  observed,  that  it  was  usual  in  all  con- 
spiracies, for  one  traitor  to  endeavour  to  ex- 
cuse another. 

< mJm^^Ua'-'icvWely  upon 
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this  reflection,  saying.  It  was  not  to  be  en- 
dured, to  have  a member  of  tlmt  House  called 
b traitor,  before  he  was  convicted  as  such : 

But  Mr.  Pulteney  having  explained  himself, 
that  matter  ended  ; and  then  the  motion  for  an 
address  was  cniried  without  dividing. 

March  14.  The  Commons  having  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  Christopher  Lnycr 
and  others ; it  was  resolved,  “ That  un  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  express- 
iug  the  indignation  of  this  House  agaiust  the 
hprriri  and  detestable  Conspiracy  which  had 
been  carried  ou  against  his  Majesty’s  sacred 

fierson,  and  to  congratulate  his  Majesty  on  the 
lappy  discovery  of  it,  and  to  assure  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  (his  House  would  proceed,  with  the 
utmost  vigour,  to  bring  those  to  justice  who. 
had  been  concerned  in  th-se  unnatural  designs 
against  their  country,  and  would  effectually 
support  his  Majesty’s  government,  and  would 
maintain,  with  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to 
them,  the  present  happy  eslablislunenl.’’ 

A Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  this 
Address,  of  which  Mr.  Thomas  Broderick  be- 
ing chosen  chairman,  he  reported  the  said  Ad- 
dress to  the  House  on  the  18tl>,  which  was 
then  agreed  to. 

A Bill,  To  inflict  Pains  and  Penalties  on 
Plunkel  and  Kelly,  brought  in.]  March  19. 
Sir  Robert  Raymond  presented  to  the  House  a 
Bill,  ‘ For  inflicting  certain  pains  and  penalties 
‘ on  John  Plunkel,’  which  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a second  time,  on 
the  28th  ; it  was  al?o  ordered,  1 That  n copy 
of  the  said  Bill,  ami  of  the  said  Order,  he  fore- 
with  sent  to  the  said  John  Pluuket,  and  de- 
livered to  luin  by  the  serjeant  at  arms.  2. 
That  the  Attorney-General  and  the  Solicitor- 
General  do  take  cure  Hint  the  evidence  against 
the  siiid  John  Pluuket  he  ready  to  be  produced 
to  this  House  upon  Thursday  the  28tb.  8.  That 

the  said  John  Plunket  he  allowed  pen,  ink,  and 
pgper. 

Then  -dr  Philip  Yorke  presented  also  a Bill, 

‘ For  inflicting  certain  Pains  mid  Penalties  on 
‘ George  Kelly,  alias  Johnson,'  which  was  read 
the  fust  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a second 
on  the  1st  of  April,  and  the  like  three  orders  in 
relation  to  this  Bill,  were  made  as  those  of  the 
Bill  for  punishing  John  Pluuket. 

The  Commons’  Address  of  Congratulation  on 
the  Diicmery  of  the  Plot.]  March  20.  The 
Commons  presented  their  congratulatory  Ad- 
dress to  his  Majesty  as  follows : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

“ Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal' sub- 
jects, the  Commons  in  Parliament  assembled, 
do  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal 
person  with  hearts  full  of  concern  and  horror, 
for  the  detestable  conspiracy  formed  against 
your  person  and  (government, 

“ We  lament  with  indignation,  that  any  of  our 
fellow-subjects  wlm  enjoy,  in  common  with  us, 
the  many  and  signal  bjessiugsof yot^-  Majesty’s 
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I mild  and  just  administration,  should  so  fargive 
themselves  up  to  delusion,  as  to  conspire  against 
public  liberty,  against  their  own  security,  and 
agaiust  die  only  bulwark  of  all  that  is  dear  and 
valuable,  your  Majesty’s  person  and  the  Pro- 
testant succession  in  your  royal  family. 

“ We  6ee  with  astonishment,  that  persons  of 
figure  and  distinction,  who  ought  to  have  been 
tire  hest  judges,  and  most  zealous  defenders  uf 
your  beneficent  and  mild  reign,  by  which  alone 
their  fortuuesand  dignities  can  be  made  secure, 
should  be  so  far  infatuated,  as  to  bead  and  abett 
a monstrous  conspiracy  to  destroy  your  Mayes, 
ty,  their  country,  and  themselves ; that  honour, 
faith,  and  the  most  solemn  ires  nl  religion, 
should  be  violated  in  favour  of  a Popish,  fogi, 
tive,  known  only  for  his  blind  bigotry  and  at, 
taclimcilt  to  Rome. 

“ As  we  have  with  sensible  sorrow  and  just 
resentment,  discovered  these  vile  pi^iciici  s,  so 
will  we  tnke  cure  that  the  wicked  authors  may 
not,  by  any  contrivance  or  practice  whatsoever, 
escape  punishment ; hut  that  all  conspirator] 
inay,  by  the  justice  of  Parliament,  be  for  ever 
hereafter  deterred  from  engaging  in  such  trai, 
tennis  attempts. 

“ We  congratulate  your  Majesty,  and  all  your 
good  subjects,  llint  you  have  escaped  the  black 
and  unnatural  designs  of  tbe  worst  of  meuj 
and  that  Almighty  God  has,  by  this  happy  dis- 
covery, given  you  and  your  royal  family  a fresh 
instance  of  his  singular  care  and  protection. 

“ For  us,  your  faithful  Commons,  who  feel  with 
joy  and  gratitude  the  inestimable  blessings  of 
i your  reign ; who  are  sensible  of  the  glortou] 
advantages  of  liberty  and  of  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion ; and  have  in  abhorrence  the  miseries 
and  slavery  inseparable  from  Popery  aud  a 
Popish  government;  we  will  stand  by  your 
Majesty,  and  effectually  support  your  govern. 

< mem,  at  the  hazard  and  expence  of  our  lives 
aud  fortunes. 

“ We  will  maintain  and  defend  your  Majes- 
ty’s rightful  and  lawful  title  to  the  crown  of 
these  realms,  anil  endeavour  to  transmit  to  the 
latest  posterity  this  happy,  free,  and  ancient 
constitution.’’ 

The  King’s  Ansrcer.]  To  the  Address  the 
King  returned  the  following  Answer': 

“ Gentlemen  ; 

“ I return  you  my  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and 
loyal  Address:  It  is  agreeable  to  the  many  in- 
stances of  zeal  apd  affection  to  me,  which  you 
have,  upon  every  occasion,  expressed : tin 
just  resentment  and  indignation  you  have 
shewn  against  this  Conspiracy,  will,  I doubt 
not,  give  intire  satisfaction  to  all  that  siucerely 
wish  well  to  our  present  establishment ; en- 
courage the  friends  to  my  government;  and 
deter  the  enemies  of  our  common  peace  from 
renewing  these  rash  and  desperate  attempts” 

Motion  for  Fancier  and.  Slteette  to  attend,  n 
account  of  Lord  Strafford  and  Lord  Kinnout 
being  mentioned  in  Pander’s  Deposition  to  b 

C0“" 
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plaint  being  made  to  (lie  House  of  Lords, 

“ That  in  a paragraph  of  the  printed  Report 
from  the  Committee  appointed  by  order  of  the 
House  uf  Commons  to  examine  Christopher  , 
Layer  and  others,  and  to  whom  several  Papers 
and  Examinations  laid  before  the  House,  re- 
lating.to  the  Conspiracy,  mentioned  in  his 
Majesty’s  speech  at  the  opening  the  session  to 
he  carrying  on  against  his  person  and  govern- 
ment, were  referred,  the  lord  Strafford  and  lord 
Kinnoul  are  mentioned  in  the  Deposition  of 
Andrew  Pnncier,  that  he  had  been  told  by  one 
Skeene  (now  in  custody)  that  the  said  Lords 
knew  of  an  iuvasiun  intended  hy  forces  from  1 
abroad,  nnd  were  concerned  in  the  manage-  j 
ment  of  the  Conspiracy  here.” 

Protest  on  their  Attendance  being  refused.]  ! 
And  thereupon  a motion  being  made,  “ That 

the  said  Andrew  Fancier  and Skcene  be 

immediately  sent  for  to  attend  at  (lie  bar  of ! 
this  House after  debate  the  question  was 

put,  tlint  Andrew  Pnncier  and Skeene  be 

immediately  sent  for  to  attend  at  the  bar  of 
this  Mouse?  It  was  resolved  iu  the  negative. 
Content  29.  Not-content  64. 

“ Dissentient’ 

“ 1.  Because  the  carl  of  Kinnool  and  the  I 
earl  of  Strafford  having  severally  complained 
to  the  House,  that  they  find  themselves  reflect- ' 
ed  on  in  a printed  Deposition  of  one  Andrew 
Fancier,  wherein  he  deposeth,  That  one  Skeene 
(now  in  custody)  had  acquainted  bim^  among  , 
other  things,  that  the  said  earls  knew  of  the  ' 
late  Conspiracy,  anil  were  concerned  in  the 
management  uf  it  here;  and  the  said  earls  1 
nllcdgmg,  that  they  did  not  see  by  the  Report, 
in  which  that  deposition  is  found,  that  the  said 
Skeene,  though  in  the  hands  of  the  govern-  j 
ment,  had  bten  so  touch  ns  questioned  touch- 
ing the  said  hearsay  (which  observation  we  I 
find  to  he  true)  we  think  it  highly  reasonable 
to  have  complied  with  the  motion  and  request 
of  the  said  lords,  that  the  said  Pander  nnd  | 
Skeene  might  be  examined  at  the  bar  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  that  matter  only ; the  like  1 
request,  for  the  belter  denringthe  reputation  of  j 
any  noble  lord,  when  he  hath  thought  it  tin-  ; 
justly  asnersecl,  having  never  been  denied,  that 
we  know  of:  llut.  on  the  contrary,  it  was,  not 
long  since,  granted  in  the  case  of  theeail  of 
Sunderland,  though  the  examination  which  he 
thought  reflected  uo  his  honour,  wns  not  come 
into  print  when  he  made  his  complaint ; which, 
according  to  our  judgment,  was  not  so  strong  a 
case,  for  slanting  the  motion,  as  the  present  is.  i 

“ 2.  Hi  cause  the  said  deposition,  as  far  as  it 
is  printed,  containing  nothing  but  what  one  de-  1 
potient  heard  another  say  (except  as  it  contains 
a charge  on  Skeene  fiir  saying  il)  we  think  it  i 
was  very  natural  and  proper,  ns  well  for  the  , 
advancement  of  justice,  ns  for  the  vindication  j 
of  the  noble  lords  requesting  it,  to  trace  the  . 
Said  hearsay,  if  possible,  to  tbe  fountain- bead,  I 
or  at  least  so  far  as  to  know,  from  the  pereoo  | 
charged  with  relating  it,  whether  lie  would 
dwvyhis 
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he  would  confess  the  falsity  of  what  he  had  so 
related,  or  undertake  to  make  it  good  by  his 
own  testimony,  or  otherwise. 

“ S.  We  tiiink  there  could  he  no  inconve- 
nience in  examining,  as  moved,  to  find  whether 
there  was  any,  and  what  foundation  for  this 
hearsay  ; it  not  being  nn  anticipation  of  the 
course  of  justice  (as  examining  a part  of  the 
evidence  against  any  roan,  or  a part  of  an  ac- 
cusation, would  be)  since  the  swearing  what 
one  man  said  of  a third  person  is  in  no  sort 
evidence,  either  iti  law  or  reason,  to  support  a 
conviction,  or  even  to  ground  an  accusation 
upon,  iu  any  form  whatsoever. 

“ 4.  Since'n  mere  hearsay,  being  no  evidence 
in  the  least  degree,  canimt  be  made  a founda- 
tion for  any  legal  proceeding,  it  is  impossible 
for  any  noble  lord,  whose  honour  may  be  af- 
fected by  if,  to  hope  to  clear  himselt  on  any 
trial,  or  other  like  opportunity  that  can  be 
given  him  to  make  his  defence  ; and  therefore, 
since  there  is  no  other  method,  that  we  can 
think  of,  so  proper  or  effectual,  in  our  opinions, 
rs  an  examination  of  the  nature  of  that  moved 
for,  we  think  it  ought  to  have  been  ordered ; 
and  that  every  noble  lord  may  possibly,  in  time, 
be  hurt  bv  the  consequence  of  this  precedent. 

“ 5.  We  cannot  think  that  the  examining,  as 
moved  for,  into  this  hearsay  only,  could  have 
made  any  difference  with  the  other  House,  since 
it  is  inconceivable  by  us,  that  any  number  of 
gentlemen,  who  may  hnve  hy  accident  (for  we 
hope  it  is  no  otherwise)  in  setting  forth  the  de- 
position of  Pander  ns  a charge  against  Skeene, 
happened  to  asperse  the  reputation  of  some  of 
the  peers  of  the  realm,  could  resent  either  that 
these  lords  should  desire,  or  the  House  permit 
them  to  clear  themselves  as  soon  nnd  as  effec- 
tually as  possible  of  that  hearsay. ( Signed,) 

Strafford,  Aylesford,  Pnulett,  Bristol, 
Bathurst,  Scarsdale,  Willoughby  do 
Broke,  Litchfield,  Fran.  Cestriens’, 
Guilford,  Anglesea,  Foley,  Exeter,  Cow- 

Eer,  Berkeley  ofStratton,  Compton,  Os- 
orne,  Arundel),  Craven,  Bruce,  Hay, 
Uxbridge,  Weston,  Bingley.” 

The  Papers  relating  to  the  Plot  laid  before 
the  Lards.]  March  15.  Mr.  Methuen,  from  the 
Commons,  acquainted  the  House,  “ That  his 
Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  give  leave,  That 
the  Letters  and  Papers  relating  to  the  Conspi- 
racy, which  had  been  laid  before  that  House, 
pursuant  to  their  Address  to  tbe  King  for  that 
purpose,  might  be  communicated  to  tbeir 
lordships.” 

In  consequence  hereof  a Conference  was  ap- 
pointed, and  Mr.  Pulteney,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  be  managers  for  the 
Commons,  acquainted  their  lordships, 

“ That  the  Commons,  upon  consideration  of 
a Report  from  a Committee  of  their  own  mem- 
bers, appointed  to  examine  Christopher  Layer 
and  others,  as  also  several  original  Papers  and 
Letters  (upon  their  humble  application  to  hi* 
Majesty)  laid  before  them  being  entirely  satis- 
^kS^'E*rt?i'cl0-iEoospfracy 
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has  been  formed  and  carried  on  by  persons  of 
figure  and  distinction,  for  deposing  his  Majesty, 
and  placing  a Popish  Pretender  upon  the 
throne,  and  being  fully  convinced,  that  several 
treasonable  correspondences  have  been  entered 
into  by  the  said  traitors  for  soliciting  a foreign 
force  to  invade  these  kingdoms ; and  that  en- 
deavours have  at  the  same  time  been  used  by 
them  for  raising  insurrections,  and  inciting  a 
rebellion  at  home ; and  the  Commons  finding 
with  horror  and  astonishment,  that  some  of  the 
conspirators  hud  arrived  to  such  a-  height  of 
wickedness,  os  to  engage  in  a villainous  and 
execrahlc  design  of  laying  violent  hands  on  his 
Majesty's  most  sacred  person,  were  thoroughly 
sensible,  that  nothing  could  so  effectually  con- 
tribute to  the  safety  of  his  Majesty,  and  the 
preservation  of  our  present  happy  establish- 
nient  in  Church  and  State,  as  a perfect  unani- 
mity between  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
and  had  therefore  desired  this  Conference  to 
communicute  the  said  Report  to  their  lordships, 
together  with  the  origiual  Papers  and  Exami- 
nations referred  to  therein. 

“ That  as  it  might  be  necessary  to  the  Com- 
mons in  their  farther  proceedings,  to  have  re- 
course, from  time  to  time,  to  the  said  original 
Papers  aud  Examinations,  they  did  desire,  that 
upon  application  to  be  made  to  their  lordships, 
the  same  might  be  returned  to  them.  Con- 
cluding, that  the  Commons  did  not  doubt  hut 
that  the  some  zeal  which  actuated  them,  would 
likewise  animate  their  lordships  in  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  these  wicked  conspirators,  till 
they  were  brought  to  exemplary  justice,  and  | 
until  the  united  resentments  of  boih  Houses  of  i 
Parliament  should  convince  the  whole  world, 
of  the  danger  there  is  for  the  most  subtile  trai- 
tors to  attempt  the  subversion  of  this  govern- 
ment, or  endeavour  to  deprive  a free  and  happy  | 
people  of  the  blessing  of  his  Majesty's  reign, 
and  the  succession  of  his  royal  family,  upon 
which  their  religion,  laws  and  liberties,  entirely  ' 
depend." 

Mr.  Pulteney  also  left  with  the  Lords  a trunk* 
locked  up,  containing  the  original  Papers,  Let- 
ters and  Examinations : and  the  managers  be- 
ing returned,  lord  Townshcnd  reported  the  said 
conference,  whereupon  their  lordships  ordered, 
1.  “ That  the  said  Report  and  original  Papers 
be  referred  to  a Committee  of  Nine,  to  be  cho- 
sen by  ballot  next  day ; find  that  the  said  trunk 
and  key  be  delivered  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
till  the  same  be  disposed  of  by  order  of  the 
House.  2.  That  the  managers  of  die  Confe- 
rence be  a committee  to  prepare  what  might 
be  fit  to  be  offered  to  the  Commons  by  way  of 
Answer  to  so  much  of  what  was  delivered  to 
them  at  the  said  Conference  relating  to  the 
said  original  Papers." 

The  Lords  chuse  a Committee  of  Nine  to  in- 
quire into  the  Plot.]  Accordingly,  on  the  16th, 
the  Lords  proceeded  by  ballot,  to  the  choice  of 
nine  peers  to  be  a Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  said  Conspiracy,  aud  upon  a scrutiny,  the 
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viz.  the  dukes  of  Dorset  and  Montrose;  t|le 
earls  of  Scarborough,  Lincoln,  and  Hay ; t|le 
viscounts  Lonsdale  and  Torringlon ; the  bishops 
of  Lincoln  and  Salisbury. 

The  Lords  Scarsdalc,  Strafford,  Cowper,  Cra- 
ven, Goner,  Bathurst,  and  Bingky,  complain 
of  their  Names  being  mentioned  in  the  Commons' 
Report  relating  to  the  Plot.]  March  21.  Com- 
plaint was  made  to  the  House  by  the  earls  of 
Scaisdale, Strafford,  Cowper ; the  lords  Craven 
Gower,  Bathurst,  and  Bingley,  That  in  the  ExT 
animations  of  Christopher  Layer,  in  the  printed 
Appendixes  referred  to  in  the  Report  from  the 
Committee  appointed  by  die  House  of  Com- 
mons to  examine  Christopher  Layer  and  others, 
it  is  set  forth,  That  one  John  Plunkett  told  him 
the  said  Layer,  that  the  said  lords  were  of  a 
club  or  meeting  colled,  in  some  of  the  said 
Plunkett's  letters,  Burford'6  Club.  The  said 
Lords  severally  declared  the  same  to  he  false 
and  groundless  ; and 

Earl  Cowper  in  particular  complained.  That 
little  regard  had  been  shewn  to  divers  members 
of  that  illustrious  and  noble  assembly,  whose 
honour  and  reputation  had  been  attacked,  by 
being  mentioned  in  the  Report  from  the  Secret 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  being 
represented,  upon  mere  hearsay,  ns  privy  to 
treasonable  designs  against  the  government. 
That  for  his  own  part,  as  the  late  queen  Anne, 
of  glorious  and  immortal  memory,  had  thought 
fit  to  raise  him  to  the  dignity  of  a peer,  how  un- 
worthy soever  he  was  of  that  honour,  he  thought 
it  n duty  incumbent  upon  him,  to  defend  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  peerage  of  England, 
which  they  held  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
land,  and  were  confirmed  to  them  by  Magna 
Charta.  That  after  having,  on  so  many  occa- 
sions, and  in  the  most  difficult  times,  given  un- 
doubted proofs  of  his  hearty  zeal  and  affection 
for  the  Protestant  succession,  and  of  his  attach- 
ment to  his  Majesty's  person  and  government, 
he  had  just  reason  to  be  offended,  to  see  hii 
name  bandied  about  in  a List  * of  a chimerical 


* in  order  to  clear  themselves  from  the  false 
aspersions  cast  upon  them  in  Layer's  Examina- 
tion, the  earl  Cowper  and  Mr.  Archibald 
Hutchison  published  thefollowingDeclarations. 
The  Declaration  of  William  Earl  Cowper, 
shewing,  that  the  Matters  contained  in  snme 
Hear-says,  relating  to  him,  in  the  Examina- 
tions of  Christopher  Layer,  are  false  and 
groundless. 

“ Though  bear-say  does  not  affect  any  one, 
either  in  law  or  reason,  yet  it  deserves  contra- 
diction, where  the  truth  will  bear  it,  especially 
if  printed : And  therefore  finding  that  Layer  in 
his  examinations  of  the  19lb  of  January  and  4tb 
of  Febrnnry  last,  bath  said,  that  one  Plunkett 
told  him,  (as  explaining  what  was  meant  by 
Burford's  Club)  that  lord  Otrery  was  chairman; 
and  that  lord  Cowper,  and  seven  other  lords, 
and  six  commoners  named,  were  of  that  Club; 
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Club  of  disaffected  persons,  printed  in  tire  said 
Report,  on  tile  bare  bear-say  of  an  infamous 
person,  notoriously  guilty  of  prevarication ; and 
who,  iu  die  opinion  crenof  ills  secret  Commit- 
tee, in  order  to  magnify  tbe  number  of  the  Pre- 
tender's friends,  did,  in  several  lists,  insert  the 
names  of  persons  us  well  affected  to  the  Pre- 
tehder's  service,  without  having  the  least  autho- 
rity for  so  doing;  which  alone  wns  sufficient  10 
give  an  air  of  fiction  to  the  whole  conspiracy. 
Hereupon  his  lordship  moved,  “ That  John 
Plunkett,  now  in  custody,  being  tbe  person  who. 
Layer  says,  in  one  or  more  of  his  Examinations, 
told  him,  that  several  lords  of  Parliament, 
therein  named,  were  of  a club  or  meeting  call- 
ed, in  some  of  the  said  John  Plunkett’s  letters, 
Burford's  Club,  be  forthwith  brought  to  the 
bar  of  this  House,  to  be  examined  touching  the 
said  mutter  oDly  r" 

This  motion  being  seconded, 
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Lord  Townshcr.d  said,  lie  was  extremely 
sorry  to  find  his  lordship  should  lay  so  much 
stress,  and  so  highly  resent  his  being  mentioned 
in  the  Report ; that  bis  lordship's  name  with 
several  others,  being  part  of  an  Examination, 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  it  should  be  men- 
tioned : that  at  the  same  time,  the  Committee 
had  declared,  they  were  entirely  satisfied  of 
his  lordship's  innocence,  so  that  his  lordshio's 
reputation  could  not  have  suffered  upon  that 
account.  But,  that  on  the  other  hand,  he  nut 
much  surprized  to  find  that  a noble  peer,  whose 
abilities  and  merit  had  justly  so  great  weight  in 
tlint  illustrious  assembly,  should,  upon  a trivial 
circumstance,  ridicule  as  a fiction,  a horrid  and 
execrable  conspiracy,  supported  by  so  many 
concurring  proofs  as  amounted  to  a demon- 
st ration;  and  from  a false,  trilling  particular, 
infer,  that  no  part  of  it  was  true. 

Lord  Bathurst  answered  the  lordTownshend, 


thought,  at  one  another’s  houses : And  not 
doubting  but  ray  averment  will  bo  believed 
before  any  bear-say,  especially  from  one  in 
Layer’s  sad  circumstances;  I do  hereby  declare 
and  affirm  upon  my  honour.  That  \ do  not 
know,  or  believe,  and  never  heard  before  the 
said  Examinations  were  talked  of,  that  there 
was  any  such  club  or  meeting:  That  as  to  three 
of  tbe  commoners  named,  viz.  sir  H.  Goring, 
Mr.  Dawkins,  and  Mr.  Shippen,  Ido  not  know 
them  so  much  as  by  sight : and  as  for  two  of 
the  remaining  three  commoners,  viz.  sir  Constan- 
tine Pbippsandgeneml  Webb,  I have  not  been 
in  their,  or  cither  of  their  companies  nt  tiny 
time  within  sixteen  years  Inst  past : And  ns  to 
the  lurds,  I never  met  them,  or  any  of  them, 
but  either  accidentally  on  visits  of  ceremony, 
or  in  the  time  of  Parliament,  and  that  with 
(ither  lords  on  the  business  -j(  parliament  only  : 
And  for  one  of  the  said  commoners,  Whom  I 
am  acquainted  with,  viz.  Mr.  Hutcheson,  I never 
(ince  was  nt  any  meeting  with  hint  together  with 
»ny  of  the  said  lords  or  commoners,  And 
whereas  Layer  in  his  examination  of  the  19th 
ofSeptember  Inst,  said,  That  lord  Orrery  told  hint 
That  lord  Cowper  told  him  (lord  Orrery)  that 
200  tories  and  90  grumbletoninns,  would  try 
their  last  effort  in  the  House  of  Commons;  and 
in  another  examination  of  the  21st  of  the  same 
month,  Layer  repeats  the  same,  except  that  he 
uses  the  words,  angry  whigs,  instead  of  the  word 
grumliletnnians  : I do  hereby  declare,  and  af- 
firm upon  my  honour,  That  I never  said  so  to 
lord  Orrery,  nor  to  that  effect,  nor  nny  thing 
like  it:  And  I do  therefore  verily  believe  that 
lord  Orrery  never  said  that  I did.’’  Cowper. 

A Declaration  signed  by  Archibald  Hutche- 
son, esq.  and  given  to  several  of  his  acquain- 
tance, soon  after  lie  had  perused  the  Examina- 
tion of  Christopher  Layer  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  in 
which  Layer  has  made  mention  of  his  name, 
as  one  of  Burford’s  Club;  which  the  said 
Layer,  in  bis  Examinations  saith,  he  was  told 
by  one  Plunkett. I Cnivcrsi 


“ Having  read  part  of  the  Examination  of 
Layer  of 'the  19th  of  January  and  4th  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of 
the  Secret  Committee,  in  which  Layer  is  men- 
tioned to  have  said.  That  one  Plunkett  told  him, 
as  explaining  what  was  meaat  by  Burford’s 
Club,  that  lord  Orrery  was  chairman,  and  that 
this  Club  met  monthly,  atone  another’s  houses, 
as  Layer  thought ; and  that  Plankett  told  him. 
That  there  were  eight  other  lords  and  six  com- 
moners (whose  names  he  mentions ; and  mine 
as  one  of  them)  of  that  Club : I do  hereby  de- 
clare, upon  tbe  honour  of  a gentleman,  That  E 
do  not  know,  or  believe,  that  there  was  a club 
or  meeting  of  any  of  the  lords  or  gentlemen 
mentioned  in  the  said  examination,  nor  have  1 
ever  heard  of  any  meeting  where  lord  Orrery 
was  present,  except  that  which  was  carried  on 
in  the  two  last  sessions  of  Parliament,  when 
lord  Orrery,  and  several  lords  and  gentlemen 
(not  mentioned  in  Layer's  examinatioa)  met 
weekly,  nnd  I believe  with  great  innocence, 
dined  at  one  another's  houses ; and  I do  fur- 
ther affirm,  That  even  on  accidental  visits,  I 
have  seldom  met  together  any  two  of  the  lords 
nnd  commoners  so  mentioned  in  Layer’s  exami- 
nation : That  there  nre  two  of  these  commoners 
(sir  Henry  Goring  and  Mr.  Dawkins)  whose 
faces  I do  not  know ; and  two  others  (general 
Webb  and  sir  Constantine  Phipps)  between 
whom  and  me  there  bath  not  been,  for  fifteen 
years  last  passed,  the  intercourse  even  of  cere- 
monial visits ; arid  between  me  and  tbe  fifth 
commoner  (Mr.  Shippen)  hut  very  seldom : That 
there  are  .three  of  those  lords  (Scarsdale,  Craven, 
Gower)  with  whom  I have  very  little  acquain- 
tance; a fourth  (lord  Bingley)  whom  1 have 
never  met  any  where  but  in  visits  to  others ; or 
in  public  places;  and  a fifth  (the  bishop  of 
Rochester)  in  whose  company  I have  been  but 
twice  in  three  years  time.  I mention  ibis  to 
shew  the  notorious  falsehood  of  Layer's  hear- 
say evidence  of  Burford’s  Club,  an  appellation 
I never  heard  of  until!  some  time  after  tbe  ap- 
pointment of  the  Secret  Committee, 
y of  Southampton  I .ihrety  DijAtttajrJIVlICBMOlS.'’ 
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and  wns  supported  by  I lie  lord  Craven,  and  the 
earl  nf  Kiuuul,  who  insinuated  ns  if  llie  ui.iin 
drift  of  die  Plot  was  n base  contrivance  of 
their  enemies,  to  blast  their  honour  and  rep  in  n- 
tion,  and  to  render  the  best  pntrims  useless  to 
their  country,  by  making  diem  obnoxious. 
The  earl  of  Straflord  having  expressed  Iiib  just 
resentment  with  more  warmth  than  the  rest, 

Lord  Cudvgan  said  thereupon.  That  for  his 
own  part,  though  his  name  was  often  men- 
tioned in  the  report,  lie  never  troubled  himself 
about  it;  but,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  reason 
to  believe  some  people  were  sore,  when  they 
winched  so  much  at  the  least  touch. 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  repelled  this  reflection, 
with  a great  deal  of  vivacity,  nnd  said,  lie  was 
as  whole  and  sound  as  any  in  that  illustrious 
assembly ; but  as  he  had  the  honour  to  have 
more  ancient  noble  blood  running  in  his  veins, 
than  some  others,  so,  he  hoped,  lie  might  be 
allowed  to  express  a more  than  ordinary  re- 
sentment against  insults  offered  to  the  Peerage. 

Protest  on  Plunkett's  Attendance  being  re- 
fused.] Some  members  npprehending  the  issue 
of  this  warm  debate,  called  for  the  (juestion, 
which  being  put  upon  the  earl  Coivper's  mo- 
tion, was  carried  ia  the  negative  by  81  voices 
against  26. 

“ Dissentient’ 

“ And  for  reasons  we  refer  to  those  entered, 
on  a protestation  made  on  the  9th  day  of  this 
instant  March,  to  a Resolution  of  the  like  na- 
ture: (Signed,)  Scarsdnle,  Aylesford,  Bathurst, 
Montjoy,  Westra.  Compton,-  Exeter, 
Biogley,  Uxbridge,  Gower,  Hay,  Cow- 
per,  Foley,  Craven,  Litchfield,  Dart- 
mouth, Strafford,  Poulett,  Guilford.” 

Layer  farther  examinee/.]  Then  the  duke 
of  Dorset,  chairman  of  the  Secret  Committee, 
moved,  That  the  said  committee  might  have 
leave  to  examine  Mr.  Layer,  as  to  some  mate- 
rial things,  relating  to  the  conspiracy,  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  them  to  be  satisfied  in  ; 
but  though  this  motion  was  opposed  by  the 
earl  Cowper,  and  some  others,  yet  it  was  car- 
ried without  a division  ; and,  the  next  day  the 
lords  committees  went  to  the  Tower  to  exa- 
mine Mr.  Layer. 

The  Bill,  ‘ To  inflict  Pains  and  Penalties  on 
* the  Bishop  of  Rochester,’  brought  in.  ] March 
39.  Mr.  Yonge  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  a Bill  ‘ For  inflicting  certain  pains 
and  penalties  upou  Dr.  Francis  Attcrbury, 
lord  bishop  of  Rochester which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a second 
on  (lie  4th  of  April.  It  was  also  ordered, 
1.  That  a copy  of  the  said  Bill  and  of  the  sa.d 
Order  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  said  lord  bishop 
of  Rochester,  and  delivered  to  him  by  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House.  2.  That 
Mr.  Attorney-General  and  Mr.  Solicitor-Ge- 
neral do  take  core  that  the  evidence  against 
the  said  Francis  lord  bishop  of  Rochester,  be 
ready  to  be  produced  to  this  House,  upon  tbe 
4th  of  April-,  3.,  Thjtt  the,  jtai^  ^rancis  lord 
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bishop  of  Rochester  .be  allowed  peu,  .ink,  ,nmj 

paper/’ 

March  23.  A Petition  of  George  Kelly 
clerk,  prisoner  in  (lie  Tower  of  London,  lVjj 
presented  io  the  House  and  rend,  praying  tlmt 
he  might  be  heard  by  himself  and  Curm-el 
against  the  Bill,  ‘For  inflicting  certain  paint 
• and  penalties  upon  hini,'&c.  before  the  snme 

should  puss  iuio  a law  ; and  that  this  House 
would  assign  sir  Constantine  Phipps  and  Ser. 
jemit  Darnell  for  his  counsel,  nnd  Mr.  Hugh 
Watson  Ibr  his  Solicitor  : and  tlmt  they  roiglit 
have  free  access  to  him,  to  receive  Ins  instrub- 
tions  in  private  ; nnd  ihui  he  might  have  the 
summons  of  litis  House,  for  such  witnesses-*, 
lie  should  think  necessary. — The  prayer  of  this 
Petition,  the  Inst  of  all  excepted,  was  granted; 
and  an  order  thereupon  made  accordingly. 

March  23.  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the 
’ House,  That  he  hud  timt  morning  received  « 
Letter  froia  the  lord  bishop  of  Rochester,  that 
his  lordship  having  received  a copy  of  a Bill, 

1 For  inflicting  certain  pains  and  penalties  upon 
1 him,'  for  supposed  crimes  of  which  lie  was 
innocent,  he  noped  he  should  be  allowed  to 
hove  sir  Constantine  Phipps;  and  William 
Wynne,  esq.  for  his  counsel,  nod  Mr.  Joseph 
Toylor,  and  Mr.  William  Morrice  for  his  Soli- 
citors to  assist  him,  in  order  to  the  making  Ilk 
defence;  and  that  they  might  have  free  access 
to  him  to  receive  his  instructions,  and  give  him 
their  advice  in  private,  which  was  granted. 

March  27.  A Petition  of  George  Kelly, 
clerk,  prisoner  in  the  Tower  of  London,  was 
presented  to  the  House,  aud  read,  praying,  that 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  ‘ For  inflicting 
1 certain  pains  and  penalties  upon  him/  might 
be  put  off  till  the  8th  of  April ; and  that  tbe 
Depositions  upon  oath,  of  Mr.  Michael  Bir- 
mingham, surgeon,  and  Messieurs  Busk  and 
Borgonio,  merchants,  who  resided  at  Paris,  tt 
he  taken  before  a public  notary,  or  before 
some  or  one  of  the  British  residents  there, 
anti  also  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Gordon,  banker 
in  Boulogne  in  France,  to  be  rnkcu  upon  oath 
before  tiie  chief  magistrate  of  the  said  town, 
or  a public  notary  there,  might  be  admitted  10 
be  read  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  as  evidence  for 
the  petitioner. 

Mr.  Ilungerford,  sir  William  Wyndham,-Mf 
Palmer,  and  Mr.  Shippea  spoke  in  behalf  pf 
this  Petition  ; but  being  answered  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  aud  sir  .Wf  | 
Ham  Thompson,  it  was  carried  without  divid- 
ing, that  the  said  Petition  be  rejected. 

March  28.  The  Bill,  * For  inflicting  certain 
‘ pains  and  Penalties  upon  John  Plunkett,!  was, 
according  to  order,  read  a.  second  time;  and 
though  Mr.  Plunkett  did  not  think  fit  to  make 
any  defence,  yet  the  Commons  proceeded,,  (ntf 
the  counsel  for  the  Bill  produced  extracts  ofAj- 
voral  original  leuers  from,  abroad,  giving  intel- 
ligence of  the  Conspiracy.  And  the  counsel 
having  summed  up  the  evidence,  and  being 
withdrawn,  Mr.  Speaker  otiened  the  BUI,  and 
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committed  to  a Committee  of  the  whole  | 

House,  the  same  was  carried  without  dividing. 

Debate  concerning  Plunkett's  Punishment.] 

March  29.  The  Commons  w ent  into  a grand 
Committee  upon  the  Bill,  * For  inflicting  cer- 
* tain  Pains  and  Penalties  upon  John  Plunkett.’ 

Mr.  Onslow  being  placed  in  the  chair,  several 
letters  and  other  original  papers,  proved  by 
several  witnesses  to  be  Mr.  Plunkett's  hntid- 
writing,  were  rend,  as  was  also  a letter  from  the 
Pretender,  and  several  other  letters  from  general 
Dillon  to  Plunkett ; all  which  clearly  evinciug, 
that  he  had  a principal  share  in  the  contriving 
and  carrying  on  of  the  Conspiracy,  Mr.  Miller 
moved,  that  the  pains  and  penalties,  for  which 
n blank  was  left  in  the  bill,  might  extend  to 
death,  urging,  That  in  his  opinion,  there  was 
sufficient  proof  to  convict  him  of  high-treason 
even  in  Westminster  Hall.  He  was  seconded 
by  the  lord  Middleton,  sir  John  Rushout,  Mr. 

Clayton,  Mr.  Soodes,  Mr.  Walter  Chetwyn,  Mr. 

John  Chetwyn,  sir  Wilfred  Lawson,  and  many 
others  ; but  they  were  opposed  by  Mr.  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  Mr. 

Thomas  Broderick,  and  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  who 
among  other  reasons  alledged.Thatthelilling  up  | 
the  blank  with  ‘ Death,’  would  be  a kind  of 
deceit  put  on  the  prisoner,  because  a bill  for 
paios  and  penalties  was  generally  understood 
not  to  reach  life,  and  that  it  was  to  he  supposed 
the  prisoner  took  it  in  that  sense,  otherwise  he 
would  have  made  some  defence. 

The  members  who  were  for  death,  seeing 
the  courtiers  of  a contrary  opinion,  would  not 
divide  the  House  ; and  then  Mr.  Attorney 
General  moved,  “ That  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties might  be  imprisonment  in  some  part  of 
Great  Britain,  during  the  pleasure  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, his  heirs  and  successors,  forfeiture  of  his 
estate,  and  that  his  attempting  to  make,  or 
others  favouring,  his  escape,  be  made  felony.” 

Tire  question  being  put  thereupon  was  carried 
in  the  Affirmative  by  280  voices  agaitist  91. 

Petition  of  the  Bishop  of  Rochester  for  Di- 
rections horn  to  proceed  abmit  the  Bill  against 
him  in  the  House  of  Commons.]  March  29.  A 
Petition  of  Francis  lord  bishop  of  Rochester 
was,  by  the  lord  Bathurst,  presented  to  the 
Lords,  setting  forth,  “ That,  by  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  he  has  received  a copy  of 
a Bill  for  inflicting  certain  pains  and  penalties 
upon  him  for  supposed  crimes,  of  which  he  is 
innocent : that,  oy  another  order  of  the  said 
House  (upon  the  Petitioner's  letter  to  the 
Speaker)  Council  and  solicitors  are  allowed 
to  come  to  him,  to  assist  him  in  the  making  bis 
defence;  but  the  Petitioner  finding,  by  n 
standing  order  of  this  most  honourable  House, 
of  the  20th  of  January,  1673,  that  no  lord  may 
appear  by  council  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, to  answer  any  accusation  there,  be  is 
under  great  difficulty  ; and  that  be  may  not 
do  any  thing  which  may  give  offence  to  their 
lordships,  and  be  derogatory  to  the  rights  of 
peerage,  in  which,  as  a member  of  this  House 
he  has  the  hiW'dttil  ty-wu-tatierdfe  Sfectoii&f ' 

V »l.  VIIL  * 


Debate  thereon.]  Then  the  standing  order 
being  read,  a motion  was  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  put.  That  the  bishop  of  Rochester 
being  a Lord  of  Parliament,  ought  not  to  answer 
or  make  his  defence  by  council  or  otherwise  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  any  bill  or  accusa- 
tion there  depending. 

This  motion  was  strongly  supported  by  lord 
Lechmere,  the  earls  Cowper  and  Strafford, 
the  lords  Trevor  and  Bathurst,  who  urged,  That 
the  House  of  Peers  being  the  highest  court  of 
judicature,  no  other  court  ought  to  intrench 
upon  their  privileges.  But  the  lord  Maccles- 
field, the  lords  Carteret  and  Townshend,  the 
dukes  of  Wharton  and  Argyle,  the  earls  of  Pe- 
terborough and  Coningsby,  and 

The  Lord  Harcourt  alledged,  That,  in  this 
affair,  the  Commons  did  not  act  us  a court  of 
judicature,  but  as  a part  of  the  legislature  ; of 
which  they  were  as  much  a part,  and  to  which 
they  had  as  much  a right  as  the  Lords  them- 

The  Duke  of  Wharton  added,  That  the 
matter  before  them  needed  no  great  debate  : 
for  the  Bishop  having  already  applied  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  a letter  to  their  speaker 
for  council  to  be  assigned  him,  it  was  prepos- 
terous now  for  him  to  pray  the  Lords,  not  to 
give  him  leave  to  be  heard  before  the  Com- 
mons, which  was  the  drift  of  his  Petition. 

Protest  on  that  Occasion.]  Hereupon  the 
question  being  put  upou  the  motion,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  negative,  by  78  voices  against 
.32. 

“ Dissentient” 

1.  “ Because  we  conceive,  the  permitting 
the  lord  bishop  of  Rochester  to  make  his  de- 
fence in  the  House  of  Commons  would  he  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  words  aud  meaning  of  the 
standing  order  of  the  House,  bearing  date  the 
20th  of  January,  1673,  which  expressly  and 
clearly  orders, That  for  the  future  no  lord  (which 
extends  to  lords  spiritual  as  well  as  temporal) 
shall  go  down  to  the  House  of  Commons,  or 
send  his  answer  in  writing,  or  appear  by  coun- 
cil to  answer  any  accusation  there ; and  it  is 
observable  that  this  order  is  worded  absolutely, 
and  not  qualified  by  the  words  ‘ without  leave 
* of  the  House,’  as  the  following  standing  outer 
of  the  25th  of  November  1696,  which  prohibits 
Lords  from  going  into  the  House  of  Commons 
while  the  House  is  sitting,  is  qualified  : from 
which  different  penning,  ns  well  as  from  cue 
preamble  of  the  said  first  mentioned  order 
(which  shews  the  mischief  designed  to  be  pre- 
vented was,  the  giving  leave,  in  case  of  lords 
desiring  it,  to  appear  or  answer  accusations  in 
the  House  of  Commons)  we  infer  that  the  said 
order  of  January,  1673,  was  meant  ns  a rule 
for  all  future  times,  that  if  leave  should  he 
asked  by  a lord  of  Parliament  to  answer  or 
make  a defence  to  an  accusation  (in  any  form, 
^8> te'tfid  iHatlse'l  tirr(Lr6himon8,  it 
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ought  to  he  denied,  us  deeply  intrenching  on 
the  privileges  of  this  House. 

2.  “ The  said  standing  order,  in  affirmance  of 
which  the  question  was  moved,  ought  to  be  of 
the  greater  weight,  in  our  opinion,  it  having 
been  founded  on  the  consideration  and  report 
rof  a Committee  (to  whom  it  was  particularly 
deferred  to  consider  the  practice  of  the  Lords 
Hesiring  leave  to  answer  accusations  in  the 
deouse  of  Commons)  on  the  perusal  of  prece- 
conts  in  that  Committee,  and  upon  serious 
densideration  and  perusal  of  the  same  prece- 
dents in  the  House  itself. 

3.  “ We  cannot  apprehend  but  that  a bill,  by 
which  crimes  are  charged  and  a preparation 
is  made  to  inflict  penalties,  if  the  crimes  are 
proved,  contains  clearly  an  accusation,  es- 
pecially when  a day  is  given,  and  council  al- 
lowed by  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  per- 
son against  whom  the  crimes  are  alledged  to 
make  a defence  to  the  same ; which  proceed- 
ing, though  in  the  legislative  capacity  of  that 
House,  carries  in  it  all  the  essential  parts  of  a' 
judicial  trial ; and  we  therefore  conceive  that 
this  House  ought  to  be  more  jealous  of  their 
members  answering  in  the  House  of  Commons 
an  accusation  in  this  form,  rather  than  in  any 
other,  since  thereby  they  submit  themselves  to 
try  the  point  of  their  being  guilty  or  not  guilty 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  in  order  to 
receive  the  sentence  and  judgment  of  that 
House,  by  passing  or  rejecting  the  Bill ; and 
this,  in  our  opinions,  more  deeply  entrenches, 
as  the  standing  order  expresseth  it,  on  the  pri- 
vileges of  this  House,  than  a Lord’s  going  down 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  during  a debate 
there,  to  prevent  an  impeachment,  doth.;  the 
latter  being  only  to  prevent  an  accusation,  but 
the  former  is,  as  we  clearly  conceive,  to  an- 
swer an  accusation  there  ; the  very  thing  pro- 
hibited by  the  standing  order. 

4.  “ We  think  the  accusation  which  Lords 
are  prohibited  to  answer  by  this  standing  order, 
must  be  chiefly,  if  not  only  understood,  of  an 
accusation  couched  in  a bill  (as  in  the  present 
case)  since  we  never  heard  that  any  lord  of 
Parliament  did  at  any  time  nnswer  to,  or  de- 
fend in  person,  or  by  council,. an  impeachment 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  though  they  may 
have  gone  down  to  the  House  by  connivance 
to  prevent  such  impeachment ; and  therefore 
Lords  defending  themselves  in  the  House  of 
Commons  against  an  impeachment,  couid  not 
be  the  mischief  intended  to  be  cured  by  the 
said  standing  order. 

5.  “ That  the  House  of  Commons,  on  bills  to 
inflict  penalties,  do- proceed,  strictly  speaking, 
in  their  legislative  capacity,  is  certainly  true" ; 

. and  yet  it  is  plain  to  us,  that,  in  reality,  they 
partake  in  such  cases  with  the  House  of . Lords 
m the  judicature,  or,  which  is  all  one,  in  1 
trying  and  adjudging  offenders  to  punishment ; 
and  though  the  Lords  should,  in,  very  extra- 
ordinary cases,  think  fit  to  concur  in  sucli  a 
method  of  punishing,  yet  it  it,  in  our  opinions, 
going  by  much  too  far  for  the  Lords  to  permit 
•ny  of  pt^iiefeuge 


of  Commons,  either  by  himself  or  council  • 
which  is  letting  themselves  down  to  a very 
great  degree,  and  giving  an  unnecessary  en. 
cuuragcment  to  that  manner  of  proceeding; 
and  when  the  Lords  have  so  far  submitted  to 
this  course,  we  think  there  is  little  reason  t0 
expect  that  afterwards  the  Commons  will  ever 
appear  at  the  Lords'  bar  as  accusers,  when  they 
can,  by  this  way,  make  themselves  as  much 
judges,  even  over  Lords,  os,  in  this  proceeding 
by  bill  the  Lords  themselves  nre. 

6.  “ Though  Lords,  by  not  being  permitted 
to  appear,  either  in  person  or  by  council,  to  de- 
fend themselves  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
may  be  thought  possibly  to-  lose  some  advan- 
tage in  their  defence,  yet,  we  think,  it  was  and 
is  the  true  meaning  of  the  Boid  standing  order 
first  mentioned,  that  a lord  should  raiher  suf- 
fer something  of  inconvenience  in  that  parli- 
cular,  and  commit  his  cause  to  God  and  the 
justice  of  the  House  of  which  he  is  a member, 
and  who  are  his  proper  judges,  than  in  any  de- 
gree debase  or  derogate  from  the  legal  state 
and  dignity  of  the  Lords  in  general. 

7.  “ Although  there  be, as  we  conceive,  a very 
manifest  and  important  difference  in  reuson,  as 

| to  the  matter  of  this  question,  between  the 
case  of  the  bishops  (who  are  declared  by  the 
standing  order  of  the  23d  of  May,  1C28,  to  be 
only  Lords  of  Parliament,  and  not  Peers,  for 
they  are  not  of  trial  by  nobility)  and  that  of 
the  Peers  of  the  realm,  who  undoubtedly,  for 
matters  of  treason  and  felony,  are  triable  by 
their  Peers  only ; yet  since,  by  the  standing 
order  first  mentioned,  bishops  are  as  much 
and  as  clearly  prohibited  to  answer  an  accusa- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  the  Peers 
and  Lords  temporal  are,  we  cannot  but  ap- 
prehend, with  the  deepest  concern,  that  this 
case  may  be  used  hereafter  as  a precedent 
(thoilgh,  as  we  take  it,  far  from  being  a pre- 
cedent in  point)  to  bring  by  degrees  the  Peers 
of  the  realm  to  defend  themselves  against  ac- 
cusations of  the  like  nature  in  the  House  of 
Commons;  which  if  once  brought  to  be  a prac- 
tice, we  ore  of  opinion,  that  the  Peers  of  the 
Realm  would  in  great  measure  be  degraded 
from  their  peerages,  nnd  so  by  weakening  and 
debasing  the  order  of  nobility,  which  in  its  in- 
stitution was  meant,  or  at  least  hath  proved  a 
lustre  and  security  to  the  crown,  the  safety  as 
well  as  dignity  of  the  crown  itself  may  be 

hereafter  in  a great  degree  impnired. 

( Signed ) Scarsdale,  Cowper,  Strafford,  Poulett, 
Hay,  Foley,  Arundel,  Uxbridge,  Wes- 
ton, Bruce,  Litchfield,  Montjoy,  Ba- 
thurst, Bingley,  Dartmouth,  Gower, 
Trevor,  Aylesford,  Ashburnbam,  Comp- 
ton, Guildford.” 

Then  a second  question  was  put.  That  this 
House  give  leave  to  the  bishop  of  Rochester  to 
be  heard  in  the  House  of  Commons,  by  coun- 
cil, or  otherwise,  if  he  thought  fit,  and  that  he 
have  notice  sent  him,  That  this  House  consent- 
ed thereto,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by 
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April  S.  The  Commons  in  a grand  Com- 
mittee considered  of  the  Pains  and  Penalties  to 
be  inflicted  on  George  Kelly,  and  after  some 
debate,  it  was  resolved,  by  224  voices  against 
112,  that  his  punishment  should  be  the  same  as 
John  Plunkett's. 

The  Bishop  of  Rochester  declines  waking  his 
De/ence  at  the  Bar  of  the  House  qf  Commons.'] 
April  4.  The  bishop  of  Rochester’s  trial  being 
to  come  on  that  morning,  his  lordship  sent  a 
Letter  to  Mr.  Speaker, which  he  desired  might  be 
communicated  to  the  House;  and  accordingly, 
Mr.  Speaker  read  the  said  Letter,  containing  in 
substance,  “That  his  lordship,  though  con- 
scious of  his  own  innocence,  did,  on  several 
accounts,  decline  giving  that  House  any  trouble 
that  day,  and  contented  hitnseif  with  the  op- 
portunity, if  the  bill  went  on,  of  making  his 
defence  before  another,  of  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  be  a member.” 

Notwithstanding  this  disappointment,  the 
Commons  proceeded  in  that  affair,  and  the 
counsel  for  the  bill  being  called  io,  and  the  bill 
read,  the  counsel  opened  the  evidence,  and 
produced  a scheme,  taken  amongst  Mr.  Layer’s 
papers,  which  was  read ; as  were  also  sevoral 
copies  of  letters  stopped  at  the  post-office. 
Then  the  counsel  examined  several  witnesses, 
to  make  good  the  allegations  of  the  bill ; pro- 
duced several  papers  taken  at  his  lordship’s 
houses  at  Westminster  and  Bromley;  as  also 
a packet  taken  on  one  of  his  lordship’s  servants 
at  the  Tower  of  Londnu;  and  examined  two 
witnesses;  one  to  prove,  that  a letter  and 
paper  contained  in  the  said  packet  were  his 
lordship’s  hand-writing ; and  the  other  to  prove, 
that  a letter  directed  to  Mr.  Dubois,  taken 
amongst  his  lordship’s  papers,  at  the  dcanry  at 
Westminster,  was  sealed  with  the  same  seal 
that  the  letter  taken  on  his  lordship’s  servant 
at  the  Tower,  was  sealed.  Then  the  counsel 
summed  up  the  evidence,  and  being  withdrawn, 
the  bill  was  committed  to  a grand  committee 
for  the  sixth  instant. 

April  5.  The  engrossed  bill  for  punishing 
Plunket  was  read  the  third  time;  and  the 
question  being  put,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  the 
same  was  strenuously  opposed  by  sir  William 
Wyndliam,  who  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Shippen 
and  Mr.  Kettleby ; but  being  answered  by 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole  and  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  the 
question  was  carried  in.  the  affirmative  by  250 
voices  against  72.  Hereupon  the  said  bill.was 
ordered  to  be  curried  up  to  the  Lords. 

The  Bishop  of  Rochester’s  Petition  complain- 
ing of  Violence  being  used  in  searching  him  in 
the  Tower."]  April  5.  A Petition  of  Francis 
bishop  of  Rochester,  prisoner  in  the  Tower, 
was  presented  to  the  Lords  and  read,  setting 
forth,  “ That  on  Thursday  the  4th  instant, 
about  three  o’clock  in  the  afternuon,  colonel 
Williaqupon,  deputy-lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
attendea  by  Mr.  Serjeant,  tbe  gentleman- 
porter,  and  by  two  wardens,  came  up  to  the 

Ctitioner’s  room  while  he  was  at  dinner,  and 
ring  put 
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of  warders  below,  told  the  petitioner  he  must 
search  him ; the  petitioner  asked  him  for  his 
warrant;  he  answered,  be  hpd  authority  from 
the  ministry,  affirming  it  upon  his  salvation  ; 
but  the  petitioner  refused  to  be  searched  till  be 
shewed  it;  lie  then  said  he  had  a verbal  order, 
but  refused  to  say  from  whom;  the  petitioner 
told  him,  if  it  were  verbal  only,  it  did  not 
appear  to  him,  and  be  would  not  be  searched ; 
he  endeavoured  neverllieless  to  search  the  peti- 
tioner’s pockets  himself  by  force,  but  the 
petitioner  wrapped  his  morning-gown  about 
him,  and  would  not  suffer  him  till  he  shewed  his 
warrant,  which  the  petitioner  demanded  five  or 
six  times  to  no  purpose ; be  then  ordered  the 
two  warders  attending  him  to  come  to  the  pe- 
titioner and  do  their  duty,  and  one  of  them 
laid  hands  upon  him,  and  began -to  use  vio- 
lence; and  though  the  petitioner  knocked  and 
called  often  for  hisservants,  colonel  Williamson 
said  they  should  not,  nor  were  they  permitted 
to  come  near  him ; upon  this,  the  petitioner 
submitted,  and  they  took  every  thing  out  of  his 
pockets,  and  searched  bis  bureau  and  desk,  and 
carried  away  with  them  two  seals ; they  seized 
also  a paper  in  the  petitioner’s  pocket,  but  that 
being  a letter  to  his  solicitor  about  the  manag- 
ing of  his  cause,  which  the  ^petitioner  thought 
they  could  have  no  pretence  to  seixe  while  he 
was  under  the  protection  of parliament,  he  took 
it  again  from  them  and  tore  it,  but  they  carried 
a part  of  it  along  with  them;  they  senrehed 
also  his  two  servants  below,  and  took  away  a 
teal  from  one  of  them  ; and  those  two  servants 
likewise  demanded  their  wnrrnnt,  but  they  had 
none  to  produce ; the  petitioner  therefore,  as 
a lord  of  parliament,  though  under  confine- 
ment, humbly  prays  that  their  lordships  would 
be  pleased  to  take  these  matters  into  serious 
consideration,  and  grant  him  such  relief  and 
protection  ns  their  lordships  shall  judge  proper 
against  such  unprecedented  illegal  and  insolent 

Debate  on  a Mot  ion  for  the  Deputy  Lieute- 
nant, tfc.  to  attend .]  And  i hereupon  a motion 
was  made,  and  the  question  was  pui,  “ That 
colonel  Williamson,  the  deputy-lieuteuaut  of 
the  Tower  of  London,  Mr.  Serjeant,  the 
gentlemnu-porter,  the  two  warders  who  attended 
colonel  Williamson  yesterday  in  the  apart- 
ment of  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  prisoner  in 
the  Tower  of  Lendun,  and  the  two  servants  of 
the  said  bishop  attending  his  lordship,  do  at- 
tend nt  the  bar  of  this  House  immediately,  to 
give  an  account  of  the  matters  mentioned  in  tbe 
said  petition  F’ 

Protest  on  their  Attendance  being  refused.] 
The  earls  Cowperand  Strafford,  the  lords  Lech- 
mere  and  Bnliiursi,  spoke  for  this  motion ; but 
were  answered  by  the  lords  Townshend.  Car- 
teret, and  Harcourt ; and  the  question  being  put 
thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a 
majority  of  56  voices  against  24. 

“ Dissentient? 

ot  i'.-ef'.Btc'Susb'tlthh'  jletitio^V  '«A!  • lord  of 
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parliament  and  member  of  this  House,  though 
no  peer  of  this  realm,  hath  au  unquestionable 
right,  under  all  circumstances,  to  the  justice 
and  protection  oft  bis  House  against  anv  person 
whatsoever,  who,  during  the  soring  of  Parlia- 
ment, commits  any  act  of  violence  to  his  per- 
son or  property,  which  this  House  may  adjudge 
to  a breach  ol  privilege  ; and  therefore  as  we 
conceive,  the  facts  alletlged  in  the  petition,  if 
the  same  are  true,  and  no  account  given  of 
them  by  the  persons  concerned,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  this  House,  are  an  unwarrantable  at- 
tempt upon  a member  of  this  House,  we  think, 
that  in  justice  to  the  petitioner,  and  to  the  ho- 
nour and  privileges  of  this  House,  there  ought  to 
have  been  an  immediate  and  impartial  examina- 
tion by  this  House  of  the  persons  concerned,  we 
finding  no  instance  on  the  journalsofthis  House, 
where  any  member  of  the  House  hath  com- 
plained, by  petition  or  otherwise,  of  the  least 
violence  or  injury  to  his  person,  during  the 
time  of  privilege,  wherein  the  House  hath  not 
ordered  an  examination  of  the  facts  so  com- 
plained of. 

2.  “ Because  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  peti- 
tioner being  under  imprisonment,  and  a bill 
depending  against  him  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  House  having  allowed  him  the 
benefit  of  council  and  solicitors  for  making  his 
defence,  were  proceeding  agninst  the  petitioner 
on  that  bill,  in  all  probability,  at  the  very 
time  the  matters  complained  of  were  trans- 
acted ; and  as  that  bill  may  soon  come  under 
the  consideration  and  judgment  of  this  House, 
the  seizing  the  petitioner’s  letter  to  his  solicitor, 
or  any  thing  which  may  concern  his  defence, 
we  are  of  opinion,  ought  to  have  been  examined 
into,  it  being,  as  we  conceive,  against  the  rules 
of  natural  justice,  the  laws  of  all  nations,  and 
the  fundamental  aud  known  laws  of  this  realm, 
that  any  papers  or  other  things  in  the  lawful 
possession  of  the  person  so  accused,  and  which 
may  relate  to  his  defence,  should  be  forcibly 
wrested  from  him ; or  that  any  person,  and 
more  especially  a lord  of  parliament,  being 
under  imprisonment  and  accusation  for  high 
treason,  should  by  terror  or  other  violence,  be, 
without  just  cause,  in-  any  degree  disturbed  in 
or  disabled  from  making  liis  defence. 

S.  “ Because  the  refusing  to  enter  into  the 
examination  of  the  matters  complained  of  by 
the  petition  may,  in  our  opinions,  be  construed 
to  be  a justification  of  the  proceedings  therein 
alledged,  even  though  there  was  not  a reason- 
able occasion  for  the  same;  and  it  being  sug- 
gested in  the  petition,  that  the  deputy-lieute- 
nant of  the  Tower  did  affirm  to  the  prisoner, 
upon  his  salvation,  that  he  had  a verbal  order 
from  the  ministry,  though  lie  refused  to  say  from 
whom,  and  not  pretending  that  what  he  did 
was  by  his  own  authority,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  it  was  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the 
houour  of  bis  Majesty's  government,  that  this 
House  should  have  examined  into  this  proceed- 
ing; and  the  rather,  because  we  conceive  it  to 
he  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  free  and 
impartial  administration  of  justice,  that  this 
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House  should  on  all  occasions  discountenance 
all  appearance  of  force,  especially  on  a lord  of 
Parliament  imprisoned  and  accused  of  lu'gh 

4.  “ Because,  we  think,  that  if  an  unjusti- 
fiable violence  be  offered  to  the  person  or 
privilege  of  any  member  of  this  House,  and 
not  examined  into,  it  may  prove  on  encourage- 
ment to  commit  the  like,  if  not  farther  abuses 
on  any  other  member  of  this  House  in  future 
times. (Signed,)  Strafford,  Cowper,  Ba- 

thurst, Huy,  Montjoy,  Guilford,  Lech- 
mere,  Scarsdale,  Poulett,  Weston,  Fo- 
ley, Litchfield,  Ashbiirnhain,  Bingley, 

Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  the 
Punishment  of  the  Bishop  of  Rochester.]  April 
6.  The  Bill  for  punishing  George  Kelly  alias 
Johnson,  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  up  to  the  Lords  ; and  then  the  Commons 
went  into  a grand  committee  upon  the  Bill, 
‘ For  inflicting  certain  pains  and  penalties 
‘ upon  Francis  lord  bishop  of  Rochester.’ 

When  it  came  to  the  filling  up  the  blank  for 
pains  and  penalties,  the  court-party  moved. 
That  he  should  he  deprived  of  his  office  and 
benefice,  banished  the  kingdom,  be  guilty  of 
felony  if  he  returned,  and  that  it  should  not  be 
in  the  king’s  power  to  pardon  him  without  con- 
sent of  Parliament ; but  without  forfeiture  of 
goods  and  chattels.  Hereupon 

Mr.  Lawson  represented,  That  the  evidence 
against  the  bishop  being  all  either  hearsay,  or 
conjecture,  and  therefore  not  to  be  depended 
upon,  he  ought  to  have  no  punishment  at  all. 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  was  of  the  same  opinion,  but 
gave  it  another  turn ; he  said,  It  was  plain, 
the  Pretender  had  none  but  a company  of 
silly  fellows  about  him;  and  it  was  to  be  feared, 
tlml  if  the  bishop,  who  was  allowed  to  be  a 
man  of  great  parts,  should  be  banished,  lie 
might  be  solicited  and  tempted  to  go  to  Rome, 
and  there  be  in  a capacity  to  do  more  mischief 
by  his  advice,  tliau  if  he  was  suffered  to  stay 
in  England,  under  the  watchful  eye  of  those  in 
power. 

But  the  question  being  put  upon  the  first 
motion,  it  was  carried  without  any  division. 

April  9.  The  said  Bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords. 

Report  of  the  Lords  relatino  to  tuk 
Conspiracy .]  April  23.  The  duke  of  Dorset 
according  to  order  reported  from  the  Lords 
Committees  to  whom  the  Report  and  original 
Papers  delivered  by  the  House  of  Commons,  at 
several  Conferences,  were  referred ; aud  who 
were  empowered  to  examine  Christopher  Layer, 
and  such  other  persons  as  they  from  time  to 
time  should  think  proper,  and  to  whom  several 
Informations  aud  Papers,  laid  before  the  House 
by  his  Majesty’s  command,  relating  to  the  Con- 
spiracy mentioned  in  his  Majesty's  Speech,  at 
the  opening  of  this  Parliament,  to  be  carrying 
on  against  his  person  and  government,  were 
referred. 
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That  the  Committee,  having  carefully  com- 
pared the  said  Report  with  the  original  papers 
referred  to  them,  and  having  examined  several 
persons  in  relation  to  the  treasonable  practices 
and  correspondences  therein  set  forlh,  are 
fully  satisfied  and  convinced,  that  a detesta- 
ble and  wicked  conspiracy  has  been  formed  and 
carried  on,  for  soliciting  a foreign  force  to  in- 
vade these  kingdoms,  for  raising  a rebellion, 
and  inciting  insurrections,  in  London,  and 
divers  other  parts  of  Great  Britain,  and  even 
for  laying  violent  hands  on  the  sacred  person  of 
his  Majesty,  and  on  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  of  Wales,  in  order  to  destroy  our  reli- 
gion and  constitution,  by  placing  a Popish  Pre- 
tender on  the  throne. 

And  the  1/irds  Committees  think  themselves 
obliged,  in  justice,  to  observe,  thnt  the  extra- 
ordinary vigilance  and  application  which  has 
been  shewn  by  the  House  of  Commons,  in  de- 
tecting this  scene  of  iniquity,  and  laying  its 
most  bidden  springs  in  so  full  and  clear  u light, 
as  it  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  public  safety, 
by  opeuing  the  eyes,  and  awakening  the  just 
resentment,  of  an  injured  nation  ; so  it  cannot 
fail  to  excite  a proportionable  zeal  unit  emula- 
tion in  your  lordships,  far  concurring  with  thnt 
House,  in  the  no  less  necessary  work  of  bring- 
ing the  authors  of  these  wicked  designs  to  such 
exemplary  punishment,  as  may  be  a lasting  ad- 
monition lo  posterity,  that  artifice  and  disguise 
can  no  more  lessen  the  danger,  than  mitigate 
the  guilt,  of  treason ; and  that  they  act  under  a 
falai  delusion,  who  hope  to  abuse  the  lenity  of 
our  laws  to  the  ruin  of  our  Constitution. 

The  Ixirds  Committees  think  it  a strong  con- 
firmation of  the  truth  and  exactness  of  the  said 
Report,  that  several  material  observations, 
which  are  there  advanced  as  grounded  upon 
probable  conjectures  only,  have  since  been 
amply  verified  and  supported  hy  fresh  discove- 
ries, arising  from  the  papers  lately  referred  to 
them  by  your  lordships. 

The  intelligence  sent  by  colonel  Stanhope 
and  sir  Anthony  Westcombc,  in  relation  to  the 
Pretender's  ships  under  Morgan,  as  well  as  the 
explication  given  by  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  several  of  the  fictitious 
names  in  (be  intercepted  correspondence,  is 
very  much  illustrated  and  confirmed  by  papers 
seized  on  board  The  Revolution,  and . by  the 
examinations  of  some  of  the  prisoners  belong- 
ing to  that  ship. 

It  appears  by  those  papers  and  examinations, 
that  Murgnn,  who  went  by  the  name  of  Walton, 
and  Gallwey  (nn  Irish  Roman  Catholic),  who 
went  by  the  name  of  Gardiner,  with  others  act- 
ing under  their  direction,  have, for  several  years 
past,  been  employed  in  fitting  out  ships  under 
English  colours,  which  were  ready,  on  all  occa- 
sions, to  attend  the  motions  of  the  Pretender, 
who  in  several  of  the  letters  is  styled  “their 
“ King”  and  “ their  royal  master  That  the 
money  for  these  ships  was  supplied,  partly  by 
persons  in  England,  partly  by  Waters  the  bank- 
er at  Paris,  and  partly  by  the  late  duke  of  Or- 
monde: That'itsedf ' ttesiik's'hipv-,  l>m''tiib  yefir  : 


1719,  was  sent  by  Morgan  to  the  Groyn,  with 
an  express  to  fetch  the  late  duke  of  Ormonde 
to  England ; at  which  time  it  appears,  that 
Morgan  and  Gallwey  were  promised  a supply 
of  fifty  thousand  pounds  from  friends  in  Eng- 
land : That  others  of  these  ships  lay  hovering 
about  the  coast  of  Britany,  from  (he  year  1718 
to  1721,  expecting  lo  be  employed  either  hy 
Cnne  and  Olivers  (general  Dillon),  or  by  Hore 
(sir  Harry  Goring),  in  what  they  call  their  home 
trade:  That,  in  the  year  1721,  despairingof  any 
employment  of  this  kind,  on  account,  as  is  ex- 
pressed in  one  of  their  letters,  of  Hore  and  his 
partners  being  cowards  in  trade,  they  engaged 
themselves  in  the  service  of  the  Swedish  Mada- 
gascar company,  and  in  December  1721  ren- 
dezvoused in  the  bay  of  Cadiz  for  this  purpose; 
hut  this  project  likewise  failing,  on  account  of 
some  deficiency  on  the  part  of  the  Swedes, 
Morgamwaiied  on  the  late  duke  of  Ormonde  at 
Mndrid,  and  was  by  him  supplied  with  twelve 
thousand  pieces  of  eight,  fur  fitting  out  the 
ships  Lady  Mary  and  Revolution  for  the  Pre- 
tender's service.  Soon  alter  Morgan's  return 
to  Cadiz,  the  arms  and  ammunition  which  had 
been  prepared  for  the  Madagascar  voyage, con- 
sisting of  2,000  muskets,  2,000  bayonets,  1,000 
carbines,  400  barrels  of  powder,  and  a propor- 
tionable quantity  of  match,  Dints,  &c.  were 
consigned  to  Morgan,  and  by  him  put  on  board 
the  Pretender’s  ship,  called  the  Lady  Mary  ; 
and  Murgnn  having  embarked  on  board  the 
said  ship,  with  several  Irish  officers,  set  sail 
from  the  hay  of  Cadiz,  the  latter  end  of  April 
1722,  and  went  first  to  S’to  Antonio,  and  then 
to  S'to  Andero,  in  the  bay  of  Biscay. 

The  Committee  having  sent  for  Mr.  Gus- 
tavus  Balir,  formerly  a captain  in  the  Swedish 
service,  who,  being  at  Cadiz  on  account  of  tlie 
Madagascar  expedition,  had  occasion  to  trans- 
act several  alfairs  with  Morgan  and  the  other 
officers  of  the  Pretender’s  ships ; they  were  in- 
formed by  him,  “ That  the  arms  above-men- 
tioned were  brought,  part  of  them  from  Got- 
tenburg,  and  part  front  Hamburg,  by  one  of  tho 
Pretender's  ships,  named  the  Fortune,  com- 
manded by  one  Butler ; that  2,000  of  the  said 
arms  belonged  to  the  Swedish  Madagascar 
Company,  and  were  delivered  by  him,  Bit  hr,  to 
Morgan  ; that  the  remainder,  which  belonged 
to  count  Rhenstierna,  a Swede,  were  also  pur- 
chased by  Morgan,  hut  not  till  some  weeks 
after  the  first  2,000;  that  Morgan  went  to 
Madrid,  and  returned  with  12,000  pieces  of 
eight  in  bills  and  money,  which  sum,  be,  Bahr, 
saw  in  Morgan’s  hands;  that  baron  Seebach 
and  one  Ostnoff(who  are  frequently  mentioned 
in  Morgan's  letters),  as  also  count  Rhenstierna’s 
, agent,  who  delivered  the  arms  to  Morgan,  de- 
clared to  him,  Bfihr,  since  bis  return  to  Got  ten- 
burg,  that  Morgan  was  supplied  with  these 
12,000  pieces  of  eight  from  the  late  duke  of 
Ormond  : and  Utat  the  arms  were  paid  for  out 
of  the  said  money.  And  Morgan’s  son,  being 
examined  by  the  Committee,  owned,  thnt  his 
father  went  at  that  time  to  Madrid ; that  the 
•laliefi ukr& '6 f ©t taGlid :« is’  tfcti’  th ei-e'i  and  that 
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his  father  did  there  receive  bills  for  fitting  out  Morgan’s  son  owned,  that  Hilton’s  true  name 
the  ships  ; but  from  whom  he  cannot  tell.  was  Nicholas  VVogan ; and  that  he  had  been 

Bfthr  farther  declared,  That  all  the  Swedish  confined  in  England  on  account  of  ihe  Preston 
officers  at  Cadiz  looked  on  Morgan’s  ships  as  rebellion,  as  he  was  told  by  Nicholas  Wogan, 
belonging  to  the  Pretender,  and  spoke  of  them  junior,  who  went  by  the  name  of  Paterson, 
in  all  conversations  as  such  ; which  was  con-  And  one  of  the  sailors  declared,  that  the  said 
firmed  to  him  expressly  by  baron  Seebach  and  Wogan  senior  obtained  the  command  of  one  of 
Osthoff.  And  one  of  the  sailors  of  the  said  the  ships  under  Morgan,  after  their  arrival  in 
ships  owned  to  the  Committee,  that  they  went  the  bay  of  Cadiz. 

from  port  to  port,  without  taking  in  any  cargo;  These  particulars  agree  with  Glascock’s  let- 
that  they  bad  sometimes  but  60,  and  sometimes  ter  to  George  Kelly,  of  the  34th  of  April,  O.  S.  .> 
130  men  on  board  the  Revolution  ; and  often  in  which  he  mentions  Nicholas  Wogan  by  the 
received  orders  for  sailing  with  all  possible  ex-  name  of  Xoland,  as  being  to  have  the  command 
pedition,  which  orders  were  afterwards  conn-  of  a vessel  at  Cadiz,  to  cruize  against  theTurks, 
termanded,  without  any  apparent  reason  for  or  for  other  views,  on  which  he  will  not  pretend 
one  or  the  other ; and  that  this  unaccountable  to  decide ; and  Kelly,  answering  this  letter  * 
proceeding  satisfied  him  the  said  ships  were  wishes  Wogan's  chief  may  succeed  in  his  jour-  I 
engaged  in  some  unwarrantable  design.  B&hr  ney.  The  same  particulars  confirm  Mr.  Craw-  I 
farther  declared,  that  Osthoff  told  him,  the  ship  I'urd’s  letters  of  the  18th  and  25th  of  July;  by 
Revolution  was  at  first  purchased  in  England,  which  it  appears,  that  the  two  Nicholas  Wo- 
for  transporting  the  late  king  ofSweden,  in  per-  gans  were  at  that  time  come  to  Morlaix,  ex-  i 
son,  in  lus  projected  descent  on  Scotland  ; and  pecting  Morgan’s  ships  to  follow  them  to  that 
that  he,  BUhr,  saw  the  name  Carolus  still  stand-  porr,  in  order  to  their  setting  sail  for  England;  1 
ing  in  the  cabin  of  the  ship,  when  he  was  last  that  the  eldest  of  them  was  to  have  been  cap- 
on board  her.  And  Morgan’s  son  owned,  that  tain,  and  the  other  lieutenant,  of  one  of  those 
he  had  observed  the  arms  of  the  crown  of  ships;  and  that  they  owned  the  project  in 
Sweden  in  the  said  cabin,  which  he  supposed  Spain,  by  what  they  had  learned  of  it,  was,  for 
were  placed  there  as  a token  that  the  said  ship  the  late  duke  of  Ormond  to  have  landed  in  the  ^ 
was  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Swedish  Ma-  west,  with  Irish  officers  and  arms, 
dagascar  Company,  though  he  owned  that  the  On  the  8th  of  June,  N.  S.  col.  Stanhope  writ 
other  ships  engaged  in  the  same  service  had  no  word,  That  the  late  duke  of  Ormonde  was  pre-  j 
such  token.  paring  to  embark,  with  arms  and  officers,  for 

Some  of  the  particulars  above  related  do  England.  And  vour  Committee  find,  that 

very  much  explain  and  confirm  O ’s  letter  about  that  time  the  ship  Revolution  set  sail 

to  L of  the  07th  of  April;  as  also  those  to  from  the  bay  of  Cadiz ; that  the  sailors,  know-  . 

Dumville  and  Dodsworth,  in  which  <it  is  said,  ing  the  Madagascar  voyage  to  be  dropped,  re- 
that  the  hopes  of  remittances  from  persons  in  fiised  to  do  their  duty,  till  they  were  satisfied 

England  had  induced  O to  supply  M as  to  the  place  they  were  designed  for  ; that 

(which  appears  to  be  Morgan) ; that  O hereupon  Gallwey  assured  them.  It  was  to 

could  depend  on  2,000  arms  from  M Gibraltar,  in  order  to  clean  the  ship ; but  hav- 

(wbich  appear  to  be  the  2,000  arms  delivered  ing  got  them  under  sail,  and  satisfied  them 

to  Morgan  by  B&lir,  before  the  date  of  O 's  about  their  wages,  tbey  proceeded  tothe  Bay  of 

letter);  that  M had  writ  from  C Biscay:  that  they  put  in  at  Samo  Antonio,  to 

(which  appears  to  be  Cadiz),  that  be  could  get  take  Morgan  on  board,  and  then  joined  the 
more  arms,  if  ho-  had  more  money  ; and  ac-  Lady  Mary  at  Santo  Andero:  that,  upon  their  J 
cordingly  the  Committee  find  that  a second  arrival  at  this  place,  the  common  report  on  I 
supply  of  arms  was  purchased  by  Morgan  from  shore  was,  that  th ! late  duke  of  Ormonde  and 

count  Rhenstiernn’s  agent.  O , in  liis  let-  four  companies  of  soldiers  were  to  be  taken  on  I 

ter  to  L , dated  the  27th  of  April,  says,  I board  the  Revolution  ; that  corn  and  cattle' 

have  ordered  M 's  ship  to  come  to  A ; were  provided  for  the  said  soldiers;  and  that  ■ 

and  it  appears  that  Morgan  did  at  that  very  the  late  duke  of  Ormonde  was  within  a short  j 
time  embark  on  board  the  Lady  Mary,  with  day's  journey  of  Santo  Andero  : that  hereupon  I 
the  arms  above-mentioned,  and  went  first  to  the  first  and  second  mate  of  the  said  ship,  su&-  • 
S'to  Antonio,  and  soon  after  to  S’to  Ande-  pecting  Gallwey  to  be  engaged  in  some  unwar-  j 
ro.  rentable  design,  agreed  not  to  serve  any  longer,  I 

The  sailors,  on  their  examination,  having  unless  Gallwey  would  give  them  a note  under  - 
mentioned  one  Hilton,  as  commanding  a ship  his  hand,  that  they  were  forced  into  the  ser-  ] 
under  Morgan;  and  the  Committee  finding  a vice,  and  would  also  declare  whither  they  were 
letter  from  Morgan,  directed  to  Don  Nicholas,  bonnd,  and  give  them  security  that  they  should  | 
which  in  n subsequent  letter  is  mentioned  to  not  be  employed  in  any  other  voyage  than  such  1 
have  been  writ  to  the  said  Hilton;  they  thought  as  he  should  declare  to  them ; whereupon  one  ‘ 
it  probable  Hilton  might  bn  a fictitious  name  of  them  was  confined,  and  the  other  discoun-  | 
for  Nicholas  Wogan,  in  the  same  manner  ns  tenanted  by  Gallwey. 

Walton  was  for  Morguu,  and  Gardiner  for  But  that  Gallwey’s  real  expectations  were  to 
Gallwey.  Having  accordingly  examined  the  have  come  over  with  the  late  duke  of  Ormonde,-, 
sailors  as  to  this  particular  ; one  of  them  said,  appears  to  the  Committee  most  evident,  from 
he  beliered^l&nnffit?  d«  t«th  of 
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June,  the  da;  before  be  set  sail  from  Cadiz;  in 
which  are  these  words: 

“ I hope  the will  sail  to-morrow. 

Your  not  repeating  orders  and  advice  concern- 
ing the  business  in  hand,  gives  me  a thousand 
apprehensions.  God  send  our  bankers  and 
the  rest  of  our  frieods  are  safe,  and  stand  their 
ground.  I intend  to  embark  myself  on  board 
the  — — , for  fear  my  dear  aunt  should 
have  any  occasion  for  assistance:  of  whom  I 
am  so  tender,  that  I would  not,  if  possible, 
have  the  care  of  her  put  into  any  other  hands.” 
The  Committee  observe,  That  the  same  ex- 

Kession  of  “ my  aunt,”  is  used  in  the  letter  to 
odsworth,  with  such  circumstances  as  make 
it  highly  probable,  that,  in  that  letter,  as  well 
as  this  of  Gallwey’s,  it  denotes  the  late  duke  of 
Ormonde.  They  likewise  observe,  that  the 
names  of  Maniield  and  Medley  are  used  in 
Morgan’s  and  Gallwey’s  letters  in  such  a man- 
ner, as  confirms  those  names  to  mean  the  late 
duke  of  Ormonde,  agreeably  to  the  explication 
given  them  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Gallwey,  in  his  letter  of  the  3rd  of  Nov. 
1722,  says,  He  has  a couple  of  fine  greyhounds, 
a dog,  and  a bitch,  for  Mrs.  Frcemnn.  The 
same  dogs  are  mentioned  in  another  letter,  and 
in  the  depositions  of  two  of  the  sailors,  to  hate 
been  a present  from  the  late  duke  of  Ormonde 
to  the  Pretender ; which  confirms  the  explica- 
tion of  the  name  of  Freeman,  mentioned  in  the 
said  Report,  to  be  true. 

There  was  likewise  seized  on  hoard  the  Re- 
volution, a letter  to  Gallwey,  signed,  John 
Obrien ; which  appears  to  be  in  the  same  hand- 
writing with  the  letters  signed  Gerrnrd  and  M. 
Digby,  taken  among  Mr.  Dennis  Kelly’s  pa- 
pers ; and  confirms  Gerrard  to  mean  sir  Jolin 
Obrien,  one  of  Dillon’s  secretaries,  agreeable  to 
the  conjecture  in  the  said  Report. 

Gallwey,  in  a letter  dated  from  Alicant  Bay, 
the  13th  of  September  last,  expresses  his  con- 
cern for  Kelly's  confinement ; but  hopes,  That 
is  the  worst  that  can  befal  him.  And  a letter 
in  Kelly's  hand-writing,  signed,  Ja.  Johnson, 
directed  for  Gardiner,  but  euclosing  a note  for 
twenty  guineas  payable  to  Gallwey,  was  found 
on  board  the  Revolution ; as  also  a direction, 
entered  with  Kelly’s  own  hand,  in  a pocket- 
book  supposed  to  belong  to  Morgan.  Kelly, 
in  Ins  letter,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  one 
from  sir  John  (which  is  probably  their  common 
correspondent  sir  John  Obrien ;)  and  says, 
Their  friends  in  Spain  are  well,  as  one  of  the 
family  writes  him  word;  which  shews  how  ex- 
tensive Kelly's  correspondences  were. 

Gallwey,  in  a letter  from  Genoa,  of  the  3rd 
of  November,  1722,  (which  appears  to  have 
been  writ  to  one  of  the  Pretender’s  family) 
says.  He  lias  acted  for  maoy  months  past  under 
the  direction  of  Medley  (Ormonde),  who,  he 
makes  no  doubt,  has  mentioned  him  to  Mr. 
Freeman  (the  Pretender:)  Yet,  in  his  letter  to 
lord  Carteret,  after  his  ship  was  taken,  he  has 
the  assurance  to  affirm,  That  he  never  saw  the 
late  duke  of 
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nor  ever  corresponded,  directly  or  indirectly, 
with  him  or  the  Pretender,  or  any  of  their  ad- 
herents at  home  or  abroad ; but  was  always 
zealously  well-affected  to  bis  present  Majesty 
and  our  happy  establishment. 

Gustavus  Bahr,  abovementiened,  deposes, 
among  other  particulars,  That  he  has  been  in- 
formed, the  Pretender's  agents  bad  arms  for 
3,000  men,  lodged  at  a house  belonging  to  the 
late  duke  of  Ormonde,  near  Morlaix,  in  Brit- 
tany : Which  port,  the  Committee  observe,  was 
one  of  the  usual  stations  of  the  Pretender’s 
ships  under  Morgan  ; and  it  appears  probable 
that  these  3,000  arms  made  port  of  the  10,000 
mentioned  in  O — ’s  letter  to  L — , as  provided 
by  D — ; who  is  supposed  to  be  Dillon. 

Robert  Franklyn,  second  mate  of  the  ship 
Revolution,  deposes,  That  letters,  directed  to 
John  or  James  Jacobs,  at  Genoa,  were  taken 
up  at  the  post-house  by  Gallwey.  The  Com- 
mittee observe,  that  Jones,  in  his  letter  to 
Chivers,  mentions  his  having  communicated 
the  copies  of  Manficld’s  and  Jacobs's  letters. 
And  Glascock,  in  his  letter  to  George  Kelly, 
of  the  1st  of  May,  says,  He  hopes  mon6y  is 
Bent  to  pay  for  the  barrels,  which  Jacobs  has  at 
his  disposal ; in  both  which  places,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  Jacobs  means  Gallwey ; and  that  bar- 
rels mean  stands  of  arms,  is  confirmed  by  a 
letter  of  Morgan’s ; in  which,  speaking  of  that 
very  ship  that  brought  the  arms  abovemen- 
tioned  from  Gottenburg  nnd  Hamburgh  to  Ca- 
diz, he  says,  She  had  received  orders  for 
taking  in  nineteen  barrels,  with  every  thing 
necessary  to  make  use  of  them ; which  lase 
words  seem  to  refer  to  the  bayonets,  flints,  and 
powder. 

The  intelligence  «ent  by  Mr.  Crawfurd,  on 
the  27th  of  May,  That  Gordon  of  Boulogne 
was  to  have  a ship  ready  to  transport  some  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  conspiracy  to  England,  is  con- 
firmed by  the  deposition  of  Roger  Garth  (al- 
ready published)  who  declares,  That  the  said 
Gordon  (whom  he  had  good  reason  to  believe 
to  be  an  agent  of  the  Pretender’s)  did,  some 
time  last  summer,  endeavour  to  engage  him  to 
ply  off  of  that  station  with  his  sloop,  in  order 
to  carry  over  such  persons  as  he  the  said  Gor- 
don should  recommend  to  him ; promising  him, 
that  he  should  have  employment  enough. 

The  Lords’  Committees  conceive,  that  the 
several  particulars  above  related  will  oppear  to 
the  House  very  much  to  corroborate  the  ac- 
counts received  from  abroad,  of  ships  provided 
for  transporting  the  late  duke  of  Ormonde  to 
England,  with  arms  and  officers,  the  beginning 
of  last  summer;  and  that  they  niso  confirm  the 
decyphering  of  the  letters,  and  explication  of 
the  names,  contained  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  Lords'  Committees,  observing  that  some 
paragraphs  of  the  letters  referred  to  them  were 
writ  originally  in  cypher,  thought  it  proper  to 
call  the  dccypherers  before  them,  in  order  to 
their  being  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  decy- 
phering. The  account  they  received  from 
■■fhW'iiiMtis 1 " tUty'1  b kve  long  been 
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versed  in  this  science,  and  are  ready  to  produce 
witnesses  of  undoubted  reputation,  who  have 
framed  letters  in  cypher,  on  purpose  to  put 
them  to  a trial;  and  have  constuntly  found 
their  decyphering  to  Bgree  with  the  original 
keys,  which  had  been  concealed  from  them.  It 
was  likewise  confirmed  to  the  Committee, 
That  letters  decyphercd  by  one  or  other  of 
them  in  England,  had  exactly  agreed  with  the 
decyphering  of  the  same  letters  performed  by 
persons  in  foreign  parts,  with  whom  they  could 
have  no  communication  ; and  that,  in  some 
instances,  after  they  had  decyphered  letters  for 
the  government,  the  keys  of  those  cyphers  had 
been  seized  ; and,  upon  comparing  them,  had 
agreed  exactly  with  their  decyphering. 

With  respect  to  the  intercepted  letters  in 
question,  they  alledged,  That,  in  the  cypher 
used  by  George  Kelly,  they  find  the  words 
ranged  in  an  alphabetical  order,  answering  the 
progressive  order  of  the  figures  by  which  they 
are  expressed ; so  that  the  farther  the  initial 
letter  of  any  word  is  removed  from  the  letter 
A,  the  higher  the  number  is  by  which  such 
word  is  denoted  That  the  same  word  will  ba 
found  to  be  constantly  denoted  bv  one  and  the 
same  figure,  except  in  the  case  of'  particles,  or 
words  of  very  frequent  use,  which  have  two  or 
three  figures  assigned  to  them ; but  those  always 
following  one  the  other,  in  a progressive  order. 
They  likewise  set  forth,  That,  in  the  cypher 
abovememioned,  a certain  ortler  is  constantly 
observed  as  to  the  placing  of  the  words  made 
use  of;  that,  undereach  letter  of  the  alpha- 
bet, the  first  cyphers  are  allotted  to  the  proper 
names  of  places,  the  next  to  the  proper  names 
or  titles  of  persons,  the  next  to  whole  words  in 
common  use,  and  the  lost  to  denote  single 
letters. 

As  or  the  truth  of  the  decyphering,  they  al- 
ledged, “ That  several  letters,  written  in  this 
cypher,  had  been  decyphered  by  them  sepa- 
rately, one  being  many  miles  distant  in  the 
country,  and  the  other  in  town  ; and  yet  their 
decyphering  agreed:  That  facts,  unknown  to 
them  and  the  government  at  the  time  of  their 
decyphering,  had  been  verified  in  every  circum- 
stance by  subsequent  discoveries ; as,  parti- 
cularly, that  of  H — ’s  ship  coming  in  ballast  to 
fetch  O — to  England,  which  had  been  so  decy- 
phered by  them  two  months  before  the  go- 
vernment had  the  least  notice  of  Halstead's 
having  left  England : That  n supplement  of 
this  cypher,  having  been  found  among  Dennis 
Kelly’s  papers  the  latter  end  of  July,  agreed 
with  the  key  they  had  formed  of  that  cypher 
the  April  before  : That  the  decyphering  of  the 
letters  signed  Jones  Illington  and  1378,  being 
afterwards  applied  by  them  to  others  written  in 
the  same  cypher,  did  immediately  make  perti- 
nent sense,  and  such  us  hail  an  evident  con- 
nexion and  coherence  with  the  parts  of  those 
letters  that  were  nut  of  cypher,  though  the 
words  in  cypher  were  repeated  in  different 
paragraphs,  and  differently  combined.”  And 
they  insist,  “ That  these  several  particulars, 
duly  weight^,  qmouiu. 
truth  of  their  decypnering.” 


As  to  the  other  cypher?,  made  use  of  by 
Jeniegan,  Stanley,  and  Walter  Grahnme,  they 
consist  only  of  24  figures  for  the  24  letters  of 
the  ulphubct,  and  some  other  figures  for  proper 
names,  or  whole  words ; in  the  placing  ot  which 
names,  a certain  ortler  is  also  observed. 

These  several  particulars  they  declnretl  them- 
selves ready  to  attest,  upou  oath  ; and  to  pro- 
duce sufficient  witnesses  to  their  character  and 
integrity,  as  well  as  their  skill. 

The  Committee,  being  empowered  by  your 
lordships  to  examine  Christopher  Layer,  did 
accordingly  spend  some  time  in  the  said  exa- 
mination ; which  produced  a tedious  repetition 
of  the  particulars  contained  in  his  examination 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Huuse  of  Com- 
mons, mid  some  few  circumstances,  which 
they  found  he  had  recollected  by  reading  the 
printed  Report  and  Appendix. 

All  that  lie  confessed  to  them,  which  is  new, 
wr.s,  “ That  he  did,  before  his  setting  out  for 
Rome,  acquaint  Plunket  with  his  intentions  of 
carrying  over  a note  of  the  names  of  the  Tory 
gentlemen  of  Norfolk,  if  Plunket  thought  it  ' 
would  be  acceptable : That,  during  his  stay  at 
Rome,  sir  William  Ellis  told  him,  “ That  lie- 
had  formerly  corresponded  with  Plunket,  at 
the  request  of  the  lady  Middleton ; but  that 
lie  had  not  for  some  time  past  corresponded  ’ 
with  Plunket,  or  any  one  else,  in  relation  to  the 
Pretender’s  affairs;  for  that,  from  the  time  of 
the  action  at  Dumblain,  so  many  Scotish  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  had  come  over  to  the  Pre- 
tender, that  he  and  all  the  rest  of  the  old  ser- 
vants had  been  forbid  all  correspondence  in 
England  or  elsewhere.”  Upon  Layer’s  desir- 
ing leave  to  correspond  with  him  if  it  were 
practicable,  he  told  Layer,  “ That,  on  condi- 
tion he  would  promise  to  write  nothing  but 
what  might  be  shewn  to  the  Pretender  himself, 
he  would  settle  a correspondence  with  him; 
for  that  though  he  had  followed  the  fortunes  of 
the  late  king  James  and  his  fnmily  ever  since 
the  Revolution,  and  had  always  been  faithful  to 
the  Pretender,  and  for  many  years  his  cashier: 
yet,  if  any  of  the  Scottish  gentlemen  that  were 
about  the  Pretender  should  know  he  received 
a letter  without  communicating  it  to  him,  it 
would  cost  him  his  place,  and  he  should  be  in 
utter  disgrace:”  Tbut,  Layer  promising  to 
write  nothing  but  what  might  be  shewn,  Ellis 
gave  him  a cypher  of  his  own  hand-writing,  as 
also  another  cypher  of  cut  paper,  for  carrying 
on  the  correspondence  : That  he,  Layer,  like- 
wise settled  a cypher  of  fictitious  names  with 
Mrs.  Hughes,  nurse  to  the  Pretender’s  child ; I 
and  received  a letter  from  her,  in  relation  to 
the  christening  of  his  daughter.  He  wuuld  nnt 
own  that  he  knew  of  any  other  cypher;  and 
persisted  that  [Mrs.  Kinder!  meant  the  said 
Mrs.  Hughes ; though  in  Ellis's  cypher  it  stands 
for  Mrs.  Fox.  He  said,  “ That  the  paper 
which  he  desired  a copy  of  from  sir  William 
Ellis,  anil  which  is  referred  to  in  Ellis’s  lei  ter 
of  the  30th  of  January,  was  a short  scheme, 
relating  to  the  Preston  affair,  shewn  him  by 
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uiuibhcra  no  other  particulars,  bat  that  insur- 
rections were/  to  he  begun  in  several  counties 
in  a dark  night:  That,  when  lie  made  applica- 
tion to  Blanket,  fi>r  (he  fictitious  names  of  Bur- 
ly rtl,  Steele,  &e.  he  was- forced  to  acquaint 
Plunkel  with  his  having  settled  a correspon- 
dence with  Ellis ; which  Pluukct  resented,  and 
said.  Ho. thought  EUis  had  been  forbid  all  cor- 
respondence with  persons  here  s"  That  the 
reason  of  Im  asking  Plunket  for  a fictitious 
name  for  lord  Orrery  was,  that  he  had  occa- 
sion to  mention  to  Ellis  a club,  which  Plunket 
had  often  told  him  of : That  Plunket  once 
shewed  him  a list  of  this  club,  of  his  own  hand- 
writing, which  he  read  over  two  or  three  times ; 
but  that  Plunket  talked  so  inconsistently  of 
them,  that  he,  Layer,  verily  belieres  it  was  a 
mere  fiction  of  his  own,  and  that  there  never 
was  any  such  club:  TliBt  be,  Layer,  thinks 
lord  Orrery  mentioned  to  him  lord  Stratford,  as 
one  of  those  who,  with  lord  North,,  sir  Harry 
Goring,  and  others,  were  (as  lord  Orrery  was 
informed)  going  to  tlo  a rash  thing  in  favour  of 
tiie  Pretender  ; but  that  he  cannot  be  positive 
as  to  lordStrafford  : That  he,  Layer,  wrote  him- 
self to  the  Pretender,  concerning  the  difference 
of  opinion  which  he  observed  in  lord  North 
and  lord  Orrery,  about  the  meuns  of  restoring 
bin),  and  the  necessity  there  was  that  the  Re- 
gent should  permit  general  Dillou  to  come  over 
here  with  some  foreign  forces. 

That  lie  also  drew  up  a scheme  of  a lottery, 
to  have  been  opened  here,  in  favour  of  the  Pi  e-, 
tender ; and  enclosed  the  said  scheme  in  a 
parcel,  with  some  silk  stockings,  which  he  sent 
as  a present  to  the  Pretender  and  his  spouse 
by  Andrew  Ifaye,  who  travelled  to  Italy  with 
alderman  Barber:  That  he  delivered  this  parcel 
to  Haye  with  his  own  hands,  who  promised  to 
convey  it  to  E.lis,  and  said  ho  could  do  it  with 
safety ; That  Have,  ns  be  believes,  understood 
the  stockings  to  bo  for  the  Pretender  nnd  his 
spouse : That  he  likewise  had  some  discourse 
with  Have,  about  getting  copper  plates  en- 
graved at  Rome,  in  English  and  Italian,  for 
the  tickets  of  the  said  lottery  ; and  desired  him 
to  receive  sir  William  Ellis's  directions  ohmic 
it;  which  Haye  promised  to  do.:  Thar,  while 
be,  Layer,  was  pt  Rome,  Have  asked  him, 
“ Whether  he  would  not  see  the  king?”  mean- 
ipg.,the  Pretender : And  that  the  said  Have 
went  frequently  to  the  Pretender’s  family,  in 
the  way  of  his  business ; and  was,  ns  he  believes, 
present  while  the  Pretender’s  and  his  spouse’s 
pictures  Were  drawn.” 

flaye,  beiug  examined  by  the  Committee, 
owned  the  receipt  of  the  stockings;  bi|t  denied 
thi>ir  being  delivered  to  him  by  Layer,  or  that 
be  knew  who  they  were  for.  He  likewise 
owned  the  carrying  a packet  to  .Relloni,  the 
banker,  at  Rome ; which  was  brought  to  him 
by  a porter  frotp  Layer,  as  he  supposed. 

• Layer  owns,  “That, Haye  told  him  Belloni 
was.  the  Pretender’s  hanker;  but  denies  his 
sending  any  such  packet  by  Haye.” 

And,  in  several  oilier  particulars  of  their 
examinations,  ('li«y;COW*.silCKrtl.ia'tii  OtbiftKci 


1 7!23ir^~re!ataig  to  ths ; Conspiracy.  [226 

A'  Scheme  of  the  Lottery  aboveiRentioned 
(for  raising  325,000/.  staling)  having  been 
found  among  the  papers  of  Walter  Jefferies, 
now  in  custody,  the  Lords'  Committees  thought 
proper  to:  examine  lum,  how  he  came  hy 'it:  * 
He  owned  his? being  acquainted ; with  Layer 
mid  Pluuket:  That  lie  sa\y  Luyer  about  the 
tune  of  his  guing  abroad,,  and'  helped  biot 
to  a bill  on  n banker  at  Antwerp.;  but  he  de- 
nied his  knowing  from  whom  he  received  tha 
said  scheme,  or  his  having  had  any  conversation 
with  anyone  about  it;  nnd  said,  it  might  be 
put  into  his  bauds  by  Plunket,  for  nogiube 
lie  knows ; but  that  he  was  not  sure  he  had 
ever  rend  it ; and,  if  he  had  known  such  a 
paper  had  been  jn  bis  custody,  he  shuuld  have 
destroyed  it. 

The  lairds’  Committees  being  informed, 
That  Layer,  between  the  timeof  hi,  delivering 
the  larger  and  lesser  bundle  of  papers  to  Mrs. 
Mnson,  had  delivered  to  her  a lurge  parcel, 
covered  with  blue  paper,  and  sealed  in  severe! 
places;  and  tlmt  lie  did,  within  a few  days 
after,  take  it  back  again,  telling  her  he  wanted 
to  carry  it  to  lord  North  and  Grey's;  they 
examined  Layer  particularly  on  this  head;  but 
lie  denied  tlmt  he  ever  delivered  her  any  such 
bundle. 

The  Lords’  Committees  next  proceeded,  to 
the  examination  of  John  Plunket ;'  who  hegair 
with  large  protestations  of  his  innocence ; a£d 
offered,  of  himself,  to  account  for  three  fact* 
charged  upon. him  m the  report,  and  to  shew 
they  were  great  mistakes.  The  first  was,  hie 
receiving  a letter  from  George  Kelly  ; the  se- 
cond, his  receiving  the  letter  at  -Antwerp, 
signed  Dixwell ; and  the  third,  his  receiving, 
the  letter  from  the  Pretender,  taken  at  Mrs. 
Crengh’s.  And  as,  in  his  examination  before 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,. he 
had  fallen  on  the  expedient  of  substituting 
Hugh  Thomas  to  personate  Rogers ; so  now 
they  found  he  had  furnished  himself  with  three, 
different  persons,  at  different  places,  all  of  the 
name  of  Plunket,  to  whom,  lie  would  have  it 
believed,  these  letters  were  written  ; without 
offering  any  the  least  proof,  or  circumstance. of 
probability,  to  shew  that  such  persons  were  at- 
all  concerned  in  those  letters,  or  that  thereover 
were  nny  such  persons  in  heing.  , 

The  letter  from  George  Kelly,:  he  said,  was 
not  writ  to  him,  but  to  one  Harry  Plunket,  who 
delivered  it  to  ,him  at  Will’s  Gofiee-hovse, 
Covent-garden  ; and  that  it  related  to  some 
money  that  was  to  be  raised  on  a security  of 
Mrs.  Barnes's. 

As.  to  the  letter  signed  Dixwell;  he  said,. 
There  were  two  clergymen  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  one  or  both  of  which  travelled  with  him 
and  Layer  from  Dover  to  Antwerp;  that  one  of 
them  wont  by  the  name  of  Loyd,  hut  his  real 
name  wasPluoket;  that  this  man  dropped  the 
letter  signed  Dixwell  at  n quffee-bouse : and  he, 
John  Plunket,  taking  it  up,  with  a design  of 
restoring  it.  to  him  in  Loriain  (to  which  place 
sometimes  one  and  sometimes  both  of  these 
;®lQr!^nnmiVF|se»figQB*4\ih^^i«-wIiia9er,  who 
I'fl 


•27]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 George  I.  1723.- Report  of  the  Lords  [225 


took  it  into  his  head  that  this  letter  had  been 
writ  to  him  John  Plunket. 

Tfie  letter  from  the  Pretender,  he  snitl,  fell 
into  his  hands  much  in  the  same  manner:  'Hint 
there  is  one  father  Plunkot  at  Rome,  to  whom 
the  Pretender  always  writes,  when  nay  body  is 
to  be  introduced  to  him.  Bein';  asked,  Whether 
father  Plunket  travelled  with  Layer  to  Home 
(because  mention  is  nude  in  the  I’retcuder’s 
letter  of  a companion  of  Plunket's  ?)  lie  said, 
The  Pretender  always  called  the  person  that 
was  to  be  introduced  by  father  Plunket  his 
companion;  that  this  father  Plunket  happening 
to  shew  him  this  letter  and  commending  the 
hand,  he,  John  Plunket,  said,  He  hod  a IViend 
as  Rome,  that  would  be  .glad  to  see  the  Pre- 
tender's hand-writing ; and  father^Plunket  lmv- 
iug  accordingly  left  the  letter  with  him,  he 
shewed  it  to  Layer,  and  forgot  to  return  it  to 
father  Plunket,  who  never  called  for  it,  having 
fifty  more  letters  of  the  same  kind  by  him. 

Upon  the  Lords’  Committees  asking  him, 
Whether  he  went  by  the  name  of  Rogers?  lie 
said,  He  went  by  several  names  in  liis  travels, 
that  he  might  not  be  imposed  upon  in  his 
reckonings,  ns  the  English  generally  are.  Being 
asked,  Whether  lie  took  the  name  of  Rogers 
to  prevent  his  being  thought  an  Englishman? 
He  said,  That  ia  Italy  he  was  colled  Regieri. 

They  farther  asked  him,  Whether  lie  find 
dictated  any  fictitious  names  to  Layer,  or  had 
mentioned  any  thing  to  him  of  n club?  To 
which  he  answered,  That  he  had  given  Layer 
the  fictitious  name  of  Bedford,  or  Burfortl,  for 
ford  Orrery,  which  name  he  had  from  Neyuoe : 
That  oue  night,  being  in  company  with  Laver 
and  some  clergymen,  whose  narads  he  lias 
forgot,  the  discourse  turning  on  the  protests  of 
ihe  lords,  and  the  uame9  that  were  subscribed 
to  them,  one  of  the  company  said,  These  are 
a loyal  club : another  said,  They  are  Jaco- 
bites; aud  that  he,  Plunket,  snid,  There  was  a 
loyal  club  of  eighty  or  ninety  lords,  that  would 
Stand  in  defence  of  their  country. 

He  further  observed  to  the  committee, 
That,  in  the  Bill  now  depending  before  your 
lordships,  be  is  not  mentioned  by  the  name  by 
which  he  was  baptized  and  confirmed.  He 
said  bis  surname  was  Plucknet ; but  his  christ  ian 
name  he  declined  telling ; and  seemed  to  place 
tome  hopes  and  confidence  in  this  subterfuge. 

The  Committee, 'finding  him  trifle  with  them 
in  this  egregious  manner,  asked  him,  in  ge- 
neral, Whether  he  had  ever  been  in  conference 
with  the  Pretender,  or  had  corresponded  with 
him,  or  any  of  his  agents?  To  which  he  an- 
swered in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  nest  sent  for  George  Kelly  ; 
who  told  them,  That,  the  affair  being  soon ‘to 
be  brought  before  your  lordships,  he  desired  to 
be  excused  from  answering  uny  questions : So 
that  they  had  no  opportunity  of  examining  him, 
•s  to  the  new  matters  allcdged  against  him  in 
the  depositions  of  Mr.  Philip  Carytl  and  others. 

However,  they  though!:  it  proper  to  send  fbr 
Ihe  said  Mr.  Catjll;  mid  to  ask  him.  Whether 
he  had  JSf ■ WMfktil&k 


his  former  accounts.  His  depositions  being 
read  over  to  him,  he  expressed  himself  very 
angry,  and  uneasy,  at  their  being  made  public; 
and  told  the  Committee,  He  was  not  disposed 
to  answer  any  farther  questions,  being  sorry' 
for  what  he  had  said  already.  He  likewise 
insinuated,  That  wlmt  he  had  said,  had  noe 
been  taken  down  exactly,  ns  lie  dictated  it; 
nnd  seemed  apprehensive,  that  he  was  called 
upon  to  accuse  himself  of  matters  that  might 
be  prejudicial  to  him.  But,  upon  the  Commit- 
tee’s telling  him  that  the  most  effectual  way  he 
could  take,  to  do  himself  service,  was  to  make 
a candid  and  ingenuous  discovery  of  the  whole 
truth,  he  snid,  He  hail  already  given  a candid 
account,  slid  hoped  he  should  not  have  been  a 
sufferer  for  his  candour.  Being  asked,  Whe- 
ther his  depositions  had  not  been  read  ove* 
to  him  before  he  signed  them  ? He  said,  They 
were ; but  that  he  was  in  a great  confusion  at 
the  rime  they  were  taken.  Being  then  re- 
quired by  the  Committee  to  rend  them  over 
himself,  and  to  shew  in  what  particulars  they 
vary  from  his  sense  and  meaning,  he  grew  more 
composed;  and  having  read  over  the  first, 
dated  the  37th  of  March,  said,  He  believed  it 
was  right  enough.  In  reading  over  the  second, 
dated  the  29th  of  March,  he  said.  It  was  not 
strictly  true,  that  sir  Harry  Goring  had  told 
him  what  is  there  related,  concerning  an  inva- 
sion, commission,  &c.;  but  that  it  was  true  ha 
bad  heard  sir  Harry  Goring  say  so : That,  as 
to  lord  Lnnsdowu’s  being  to  land  in  the  n est, 
lie  could  not  be  positive;  but  he  thinks  sir 
Harry  Goring  said  so.  lie  said  it  t»  as  but  a 
supposition  of  his  owd,  that  the  discourse 
which  occasioned  the  bishop  of  Rochester's 
taking  sir  Harry  Goring  by  the  collar  re- 
lated to  the  Pretender’s  affairs;  but  that  he 
remembers  very  well  sir  Harry  Goring  did 
affirm,  that,  on  liis  saying  the  words,  there  re- 
cited [This  is  rocking  the  cradle  indeed  !], 
the  Bishop  did  take  him  by  the  collar ; aud 
that  he,  Caryll,  did  apprehend  the  said  dis- 
course to  have  relation  to  the  Pretender’* 
affairs.  He  said,  It  was  about  two  vears  ngo,  1 
that,  being  at  sir  Harry  Goring’s,  lie  saw  a 
letter  luy  on  his  serntore,  directed,  to  Mr. 
Hore;  and,  upon  liis  asking  sir  Harry  who  the 
said  letter  was  for,  sir  Harry  told  him,  it  was 
writ  to  himself.  He  snid.  That  the  words 
in  his  deposition,  which  import.  That  he,  Ca- 
ry II,  had  reason  to  believe  Kelly  and  sir  Harry  | 
Goring  were  settling  together  a key,  at  hi* 
house  at  North,  by  which  they  might  cor-  , 
respond,  are  too  strong;  for  dint  lie,  Caryll,  <1 
did  not  see  any  such  key ; only  it  wns  his  snspi-  I 
cion  and  thought,  nt  that  time,  that  they  were 
framing  such  a key. 

He  likewise  snid,  That  what  relates  to 
Boyce,  in  the  said  deposition,  is  rather  stronger  i 
than  he  meant  it;  for  that  Boyce  only  told  him,  | 
He  was  afraid  the  servant  he,  Caryll,  had  sent  . 
to  him,  to  help  off,  was  Sample;  nlleriging  this  j 
reason,  That  be  had  observed  he  was  disguised;  , 
and  that  he  was  afraid  he  wns  somewhut  like 
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clamation.  All  the  other  particulars  of  his 
depositions  he  averred  to  be  true ; hut  said, 
lie  had  nothing  farther  to  add;  and  that  he 
would  rather  a thousand  times  die  in  Newgate, 
than  be  an  evidence. 

Boyce  being  examined  by  the  Committee, 
owned,  That  sir  Harry  Goring  went  to  Trance 
in  his  yacht ; and  that  a servant  went  over 
with  him,  in  a black  wig,  whom  be  had  never 
»een  with  sir  Harry  Goring  before.  But  he 
utterly  denied  his  having  conveyed  over  any 

Erson  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Caryll;  or  his 
ving  had  any  discourse  with  Caryll,  about 
any  person’s  answering  the  description  of 
Sample. 

The  Committee,  having  summoned  before 
them  William  Beasing  of  Horn  Dean,  and 
having  read  to  biin  his  former  depositions,  find 
that  he  retracts  what  he  had  there  deposed  on  1 
oath,  of  Caryll  and  sir  Harry  Goring's  being  in 
company,  at  his  house,  with  the  person  who 
hud  but  one  hand.  He  says,  such  a person 
was  at  his  house,  with  two  other  gentlemen ; 
hut  that  he  now  recollects  Caryll  and  sir 
Harry  Goring  were  not  there  at  that  time.  . 
Being  asked,  Whether  he  had  received  any 
letter,  or  message,  since  his  being  in  custody,  ' 
wfiich  had  helped  to  set  him  right  in  this  par- 
ticular? ho  answered  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  observe,  from  the  parts  of 
Mr.  CaryU's  depositions  which  he  affirmed,  that 
the  explication  given  to  the  name  of  Hure,  in 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  also  the  decyphering  of  that  part 
of  Kelly's  letter  .which  mentions  Hore 's  commis- 
sion, and  the  conjecture  of  Goring’s  having 
carried  over  a new  cypher  from  Kelly  to  France, 
are  very  much  confirmed.  They  likewise  ob- 
serve, that  what  is  said  io  Glascock’s  letter  to 
Kelly,  of  the  20tli  (31st)  of  October,  concern- 
ing the  arrival  of  the  little  French  merchant 
mentioned  by  Kelly,  and  the  precaution  they 
intend  to  use  in  relation  to  him,  till  some  other 
appears  with  whom  they  may  talk  of  business 
more  to  the  purpose,  has  probably  relation  to 
Sample’s  being  got  safe  to  France : And  the 
letter  sighted  Fra.  Philips,  which  Caryll  owns  he 
received  from  Kelly,  not  only  confirms  Kelly’s 
writing  by  fictitious  names,  but  is  a strong  ar- 

E;umeut  of  his  being  the  person  that  writ  the 
ette'f  to  Bunnaville  of  the  27  th  of  September, 
and  consequently  the  other  letters  charged  npon 
him  in  the  Report : For  as,  in  his  letter  to 
Caryll,  lie  says,  I have  never  heard  a syllable 
from  your  other  lawyer  (sir  Harry  Goring)  since 
you  aud  I were  with  him,  which  yuu  will  say  is 
pretty  surprising,  and  am  afraid  very  detrimen- 
tal.— So,  iu  that  to  Bonnaville(writ  within  five 
days  of  the  other)  he  says,  I have  not  heard  u 
syllable  from  D.  Gainer  or  G.  Roberts  since 
Mr.  G.  Sampson  went,  which  has  been  a grept 
surprise,  and  I may  say  no  small  detriment  to 
some  of  their  friends.” 

This  identity  of  expression  in  two  letters, 
writ  so  near  the  same  time,  appears  to  be  a 
farther  confirmation  that  the  same  person  writ 
them  both;  ,to ;be : 
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the  same  with  the  other  Lawyer,  which  Caryll 
has  explained  to  mean  sir  Harry  Goring. 

The  Lords  Committees  also  find,  in  the  pa- 
pers referred  to  them,  new  evidence  of  Kelly’s 
visiting,  writing  to,  and  receiving  letters  frum, 
the  bishop  of  Rochester ; as  appears  by  af- 
fidavits from  the  persons,  who  carried  Kelly  to 
the  bishop's  house,  and  who  also  delivered  let- 
ters from  him  to  the  bishop,  and  brought  back 
the  bishop’s  answers.  And  Mrs.  Levett  de- 

Sises  on  oath,  That  Mrs.  Barnes  has  told  her, 
elly  received  in  one  day  as  many  letters  from 
abroad  as  came  to  fourteen  or  fifteen  shillings; 
the  directions  of  which  she,  Barnes,  saw;  but 
they  were  in  such  odd  fictitious  names  ns  no 
one  could  find  out  but  Kelly, who  had  the  key: 
That,  among  those  letters,  there  was  one  for 
| the  bishop  of  Rochester  (as  Kelly  told  her), 
which  he  was  at  that  time  gone  to  deliver  to 
the  bishop.  And  John  Malone  deposes,  That, 
among  the  letters  which  he  carried  from  Kelly 
to  the  post,  there  were  some  directed  to  W aters, 
the  banker,  at  Paris ; under  whose  covet  it  ap- 
pears that  most  of  the  treasonable  letters  wero 
sent;  and  the  original  letter  in  Kelly’s  own 
hand,  stopped  at  the  post-ollice,  was  enclosed 
in  a cover  so  directed. 

Mrs.  Levett  further  deposes,  That  Mrs. 
Barnes  told  her,  under  secrecy,  that  the  dog 
sent  frum  France  was  a present  from  the  latejlord 
Mar  to  the  bishop  of  Rochester's  lady ; which 
is,  in  some  measure,  confirmed  by  the  draught 
of  the  affidavit  prepared  for  Birmingham  at 
Paris,  in  which  lie  is  desired  to  swear,  That 
lord  Mar  knew  nothing  of  any  such  dog;  and 
though  this  affidavit  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  sent  over  by  Kelly  directly,  yet  express 
mention  is  made,  in  the  letter  to  Gordon,  that 
the  said  affidavit  is  the  copy  of  a note  from  the 
person  concerned,  with  the  substance  of  what 
he  thinks  requisite.  This  circumstance  of  the 
dogs  having  been  sent  by  the  late  lord  Mar, 
which  is  not  expressly  nlledged  in  any  part  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  is  a new  confirmation  that  the  letter 
signed  918,  which  mentions  the  sending  the 
dug,  is  from  Mar;  and  that  Musgrave,  to  whom 
the  receipt  of  the  dog  is  acknowledged  iu  two 
several  letters,  is  likewise  a name  denoting 
Mar,  agreeably  to  what  is  asserted  m the  said 
Report 

Committee  find,  by  two  affidavits  re- 
ferred to  them,  that  George  Kelly,  tiie 
last  time  he  was  taken  into  custody,  afl'ered  the 
woman  of  the  house  a gold  watch,  forty  guiueas 
in  money,  and  a note  for  forty  pounds  more, 
to  let  liim  escape. 

The  Committee  have  laid  tire  substance  of 
these  several  examinations  together,  as  having 
some  reference  to  George  Kelly. 

They  likewise  examined  Mr.  Dennis  Kelly; 
who  utterly  denied  his  being  advised  with,  or 
knowing  aoy  thing  relating  to  any  conspiracy. 
Several  papers,  found  in  his  custody,  being 
shewn  to  him  ; he  denied  his  having  ever  seen 
them  before,  except  when  some  of  them  wer* 
fw?mer,|8«iWi»ftti0B6. 
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They  nt-Xt  seitt  for  enptain  Pancier;  mid, 
having  ordered  his  former  depositions  to  he  rend 
ro  him,  asked  him,  whether  he  had  any  tiling 
to  add  to,  or  retract  ? He  affirmed  every  part 
thereof  to  he  true ; and  said,  he  hnd  only  this 
farther  particular  to  add,  That  having  lately 
aeert  George  Kelly,  as  he  was  brought  down  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  he  recollects  that  lie 
lias  often  seen  him  at  the  gaming-tables  with 
Slteeue ; and  that  Skecne  aud  the  said  Kelly 
were  intimately  acquainted,  os  he  is  able  to 
prove  by  seVeril  witnesses  of  credit. 

Skecne,  being  called  in,  and  huving  heard 
Pancier's  depositions  read  over  to  him, 
owned,  That  he  was  acquainted  withPancier, 
and  had  been  in  company  with  him  at 
several  of  the  times  and  places  mentioned 
in  the  said  depositions : That  he  wus  tuken 
prisoner  in  the  Preston  rebellion ; but  is 
not  related  to  Mar,  nor  has  ever  seen  Mac- 
kintosh since  he  parted  from  him  at  IJigh- 
gate.  He  owned,  he  had  had  general  dis- 
course with  Pancier,  relating  to  a plot ; and 
that  Pancier  hnd  asked  him  several  questions 
about  it,  to  some  of  which  he,  Skeene,  assented, 
and  to  others  nut;  but  he  deified  bis  having 
told  Pancier  any  further  particulars  than  were 
in  the  newspapers,  or  in  the  current  reportpf 
the  town.  As,  fur  instance,  when  Pancier 
asked  him,  where  the  late  dake  of  Ormonde 
wits?  he  told  him,  The  news  papers  said,  he 
was  at  Corunna.  But  lie  positively  denied  his 
having  ever  mentioned  to  Pancier  auy  particu- 
lar persons  as  concerned  in  the  conspiracy,  or 
any  of  the  particular  facts  specified  in  liis  depo- 

He  farther  said,  He  hnd  reason  to  believe 
that  Pancier  hnd  sent  to  him,  since  his  being  in 
custody,  to  ndvise  him  to  make  his  escape ; for 
that  one  Gerrard  Fitzgerald,  Imving  been  walk- 
ing with  Pancier  in  the  Park,  came  directly 
from  thence  to  him,  Skeene,  at  the  messenger's 
house,  and  ndvised  him  to  make  his  escape  ; 
though  he  owned  that  Fitzgerald  made  no  men- 
tion of  Pander’s  having  sent  him  any  such  ad- 

Fitzgerald  being  sent  for  hy  the  Committee, 
owned,  he  had  been  to  see  Skeene ; and  find- 
ing nobody  at  that  time  in  the  house  but  a wo- 
man , told  Skeene,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter 
fur  him  to  escape ; hut  he  cleared  Fancier  from 
haviugsentnny  such  intimation  or  advice,  lie 
farther  said,  That  Skeene  told  bim,  he  did 
not  know  hut  he  might  have  talked  foolishly  to 
Pancier,  but  that,  if  lie  had,  Pancier  was  but  a 
single  evidence ; or  to  time  effect. 

The  Committee  find,  umong  the  papers  re- 
ferred to  them,  a copy  of  the  orders  which  Ar- 
nold received  from  the  owners  of  the  ship  Phi- 
neas,  requiring  him  to  follow  the  directions  of 
Huger  Nowell  (Halstead)  during  the  voyage  ; 
«s  nlso  on  affidavit,  by  which  it  appears,  Hint 
the  said  Halstead  vvns  to  visit  the  bishop  of 
Rochester,  und  stayed  an  hour  nt  his  house,  a 
few  days  before  his  setting  out  fur  Bilboa. 

They  also  find  a very  remarkable  letter,  sent 
to  one  , 
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hand,  dated  the  12th  of  February  1721-2,  and 
enclosed  in  one  plated  the  31st  of  March; 
which  first  appears  to  be  the  letter  referred  to  ' 
in  one  of  Nevnoe's  examinations,  ns  drawn  up  , 
by  Kelly  and  liimself,  and  brought  back  to  him 
corrected,  as  he  believed,  _ by  the  bishop  of  ] 
Rochester. 

They  likewise  find  a paper,  taken  in  lord  j 
North  and  Grey's  study  at  Catlige,  which  con-  1 
tnins  several  very  extraordinary  reasonings  on  | 
the  nature  of  oaths;  tending  to  prove,  Cat  the  ] 
oaths  to  the  present  government  are  not  obli-  I 
gatovy ; and  that  though  the  taking  such  oaths  j 
is  ih  itself  unlawful  and  a grievous  sin,  as  being  j 
inconsistent  with  prior  oaths  or  obligations';] 
yet  neither  die  taking  nor  breaking  them  can,  , 
in  strictness,  fail  under  the  denomination  of 
perjury. 

This  is  the  substance  of  what  the  Committee  j 
have  been  able  to  collect,  from  a careful  peru-  , 
sal  of  the  papers  referred  to  them,  nnd  a long 
examination  of  several  of  the1  persons  concern-  j 
ed ; in  some  of  whose  power,  they  have  reason  I 
to  believe,  it  vvns  to  have  made  nmple  disco-  “ 
veries,  if  they  had  been  disposed  to  speak  the 
truth. 

And  though  the  Lords  Committees  cannot  ,1 
reflect  without  pity  and  compassion  on  the  , 
misguided  zeal  nnd  wrplchcd  infatuation  of  l 
those  men,  who  rather  choose  ro  expose  them-  1 
selves  to  the  greatest  dangers,  than  to  discover  ] 
the  authors  or  accomplices  of  their  treasons ; ] 
thereby  declaring  to  the  world,  that  the  leagues  j 
and  confederacies  of  privnte  villany  are  dearer  « 
and  more  sacred  to  them  than  the  strongest  I 
ties  and  obligations  of  society ; yet  the  Com-  1 
mittee  make  no  doubt  hut  the  matters  contain-  | 
ed  in  the  Report  referred  to  them,  and  corro-  i 
berated  by  the  result  of  their  present  inquiry,  j 
will  appear  to  your  lordships  so  clearly  made 
out,  that  the  conspirators,  sooner  or  later,  will.  ! 
have  leisure  to  repent  of  the  rash  and  impious 
choice  they  have  made,  of  being  rather  true  to  1 
one  another,  than  to  God,  their  .consciences,  j 
and  their  country. 


The  abore  Report  being  read  by  the  Clerk-,  I 
vvns  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  to-  I 
morrow. 

The  Thanks  of  Ike  House  given  to  the  Thirds  ''j 
Committees.']  April  2-1.  The  House  look  into  ] 
consideration  the  saitl  Report,  mid  it  wus  re-  I 
solved,  “ Thai  this  House  is  fully  satisfied  and 
couvincod,  that  a detestable  and  wicked  Con-  j 
spirncy  has  been  formed  and  curried  on,  for 
soliciting  a foreign  force  to  invade  these  king-  J 
doms,  for  raising  n rebellion,  and  inciting  insur-  1 
rcclions  in  London,  aud  divers  other  parts  of  j 
Great  Britain,  and  even  for  laying  violent  I 
hands  on  the  sacred  person  of  his  Majesty,  and  j 
on  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  I 
order  to  destroy  our  religion  and  happy  con-  I 
stitution,  by  placiug  a Popish  Pretender  on  the  j 
throne." 

...  HMKVfcSMPM  W the  Thank, 
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or  this  House  be  given,  by  die  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, to  the  said  Lords  Committees,  for  their 
having  discharged  tbe  trust  in  them  reposed, 
with  great  exactness,  enre,  fidelity  and  candor. 

Tie  Lord  Chancellor's  Speech  on  that  occa- 
sion.] Thereupon  the  Lord  Chancellor  ad- 
dressing himself  to  the  Lords  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee, gave  them  the  thanks  of  the  House  in 
die  following  words  : 

“ My  Lords  who  were  of  the  Committee, 

“ I am  commanded  by  the  House  to  give 
your  lordships  the  thanks  of  this  House,  by 
your  having  discharged  the  trust  reposed  in 
you,  with  great  exactness,  core,  fidelity  and 
candour. 

My  Lords ; 

“ The  trust  was  ns  great  as  ever  was  reposed 
by  this  Houbc  in  any  of  its  members.  The 
subject  matter  of  your  inquiry,  a Conspiracy 
the  most  dangerous  ns  well  ns  detestable,  big 
with  mischiefs  of  all  kinds,  and  destructive  of 
every  tiling  that  is  valuable  amongst  us ; carried 
an  and  managed  in  a new  devised  method,  with 
the  utmost  cunning  as  well  as  wickedness1,  and 
covered  with  all  the  disguises  the  most  nriful 
dexterity  could  contrive ; and  which  therefore 
required  the  greatest  penetration  ami  skill  to 
lay  open.  And  the  papers,  some  of  them  of 
such  u nature,  that  it  was  thought  fit  to  refer 
them  to  vour  lordships,  locked  up  as  they  were, 
without  reading  them  in  the  House. 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ Your  lordships  have  fully  answered  the 
expectations  the  House  entertained,  when 
diey  pitched  upon  you  for  ibis  trust. 

“ Your  application  in  going  through  so  many 
papers  of  affected  and  studied  obscurity  ; your 
i auduur  aud  exactness  in  examining  the  per- 
sons concerned  or  any  way  capable  of  giving 
any  satisfaction,  and  in  representing  what  they 
said  ; the  accuracy  and  judgment  of  your  re- 
marks ; the  light  you  have  so  happily  given  to 
several  passages  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Commons,  which  though  in  themselves 
just,  were  yet  liable  to  cavils,  by  such  as  were 
loath  to  have  the  truth  found  out,  give,  I dare 
say,  a sensible  pleasure  to  every  lord  here,  that 
has  heard  your  Report  read,  and  finds  himself 
thereby  enabled  to  form  a judgment  with  so 
entire  satisfaction  to  himself,  concerning  this 
abominable  work  -of  darkness,  which  the  actors 
have  endeavoured  to  surround  with  unpenetra- 
ble obscurity. 

“ This  noble  pleasure,  of  seeing  the  truth, 
notwithstanding  so  many  contrivances  to  hide 
it,  and  of  being  thereby  enabled  to  come  to 
right  resolutions  in  a matter  of  such  importance, 
lias  very  naturally  and  agreeably  broke  out 
into  so  unanimous  a resolution  of  returning  the 
tlmnks  of  tliis  House  to  your  lordships,  to  whom 
they  so  much  owe  it.  And  in  obedience  to 
their  commands,  Ido,  with  particular  pleasure, 
give  your  lordships  the  thanks  of  this  House, 
for  your  having  discharged  tlie  trust  in  your  lord- 
ships  reposed,  with  great  exactness,  care,  fide- 
lity, and  candattfeR  imaacdigiTisod  bv  the  Universii 
» 
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Proceedings  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill  against 
Plunket.]  April  2d.  -Mr.Pluukel  was  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  where  he 
had  the  assistance  of  a solicitor  only,  and  ob- 
jected to  the  second  reading  uf  the  bill,'  For  in- 
flicting pains  and  penalties  uiihiui,’ in  tbatUouse, 
alledging,  that  he  had  never  been  heard  against 
the  said  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons;  but 
this  objection  was  overruled,  ■ and  the  Lord 
Cliancelloracquninted  him,  this  wu?  not  the 
proper  time  to  object  to  the  bill. 

Then  Mr.  Reeves  and  Mr.  Werge,  were 
heard  for  the  bill  who  opened  the  Evidence, 
and  produced  extracts  of  several  original  letters 
from  abroad  relating  to  the  conspiracy,  to 
prove  tbe  first  part  of  the  preamble  of  the 
Bill. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Plunket  said,  “ That  if  this 
bill  affected  none  but  himself,  he  would  he 
unconcerned  about  it,  and  give  their  lordships 
no  trouble,  well  knowing  he  was  too  inconsi- 
derable to  merit  the  attention  of  so  noble  an 
assembly,  and  being  besides  advanced  in  yean, 
he  little  cared  whether  he  was  to  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  iu  the  wide  world,  or  in  a 
prison  : but  that  lie  opposed  this  bill  for  the 
good  of  the  whole  imtjon,  whose  liberties  and 
properties  would  become  precarious,  if  such  an 
unprecedented  bill,  unsupported  by  any  legal 
proof,  should  pass  into  u law  : and  as  die  peers 
of  the  realm  were  no  less  concerned  tlinn  the 
commoners  in  this  extraordinary  proceeding, 
he  doubted  not  but  their  lordships  would,  with 
their  usual  wisdom  and  equity,  maturely  weigh 
tho  ill  consequences  of  it  ; mid  in  the  first 
place,  he  begged  their  lordships  to  consider, 
whether  extracts  of  intercepted  letters,  some  of 
them  from  anonymous  and  unknown  persons, 
should  he  admitted  to  be  read  os  evidence." 

Mr.  Plunket,  and  the  counsel  for  the  bill 
being  withdrawn,  the  lord  Townshend  opened 
the  debate,  und  endeavoured  to  justify  the 
Commons,  proceeding  in  this  extraordinary 
manner,  and  to  shew  that  the  conspiracy  in 
general,  ami  Plunket's  share  iu  it,  in  particular, 
were  made  out  by  as  strong  and  as  convincing 
proofs,  ns  could  he  expected  iu  a case  of  this 
nature,  where  the  conspirators  had  used  all 
sort  of  art  and  industry  to  conceal  tbe  true 
names  of  the  persons  concerned,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  danger  of  legal  conviction.  His 
lordship  was  supported  by  the  duke  of  Argyle, 
the  earls  of  Peterborough  and  Coningsby,  and 
lord  Carteret;  who  were  answered  by  the  earls 
Cowper,  Strafford,  and  Anglesea,  and  the  lords 
Bathurst,  Bingley,  Trevor,  and  Lechmere;  and 
after  a debate  that  lasted  till  about  three  in  the 
afternoon,  it  was  moved,  “ That  the  opinion  of 
the  judges  he  asked,  whether  extracts  out  of 
lettere  written  by  the  King's  Ministers  abroad, 
and  others,  to  the  Secretaries  of  State  here, 
attested  by  r'ne  Secretary  of  State,  and  exa- 
mined by  the  Lords  of  the  Committee,  and 
found  to  agree  with  the  originals,  (which  ori- 
ginals nre  yot  extant,  and  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  but  contain  particu- 
.'latslOTtaishifltiis  notr,ostli)ige«>»Tiiwitlinithe  safety 
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of  the  public  to  divulge,  as  hath  been  affirmed 
lo  this  House  by  the  two  Secretaries  of  State  ;) 
and  which  the  lords  committees  offered  to  be 

Eroduced,  to  prove  the  first  part  of  the  preara- 
je  of  the  bill ; which  reci  tes  a detestable  con-  j 
spiracy  for  the  purposes  in  the  bill,  could  be 
allowed  to  be  read  as  evidence  in  the  courts 
below,  in  any  prosecution  agqiust  Plunket.’ 

And  a question  being  stated  thereupon  and 
put,  it  wns  resolved  in  the  negative;  upon 
which  the  following  lords  entered  their  dissent, 
viz.  Cardigan,  Auglesea,  Guilford,  Scaradale, 
Bruce,  Craven,  Aylesford,  Gower,  Lechmere, 
Uxbridge,  Poulett,  Litchfield,  Fr.  Cestriens’, 
Brook,  Exeter,  Berkeley  de  Stratton,  Bathurst, 
Foley,  Compton,  Weston,  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Dartmouth,  Mnsham. 

Then  a motion  was  made  and  the  question 
put,  Whether  the  said  extracts  should  be  read 
in  proof  of  the  allegations  of  the  preamble  of 
the  said  Bill  ? And  it  being  resolved  in  the  af- 
firmative by  a majority  of  91  voices  against 
S9,  several  lords  entered  their  dissent,  viz. 
Strafford,  Scarsdale,  Craven,  Aylesford,  Bruce, 
Cardigan,  Uxbridge,  Poulett,  Lechmere,  Fr. 
Cestriens’,  Berkeley  de  Stratton,  Bathurst, 
Anglesey,  Litchfield,  Foley,  Guilford,  Weston, 
Gower,  Compton,  Brook,  Mashain,  Dartmouth, 
Willoughby  de  Broke,  Exeter. 

Then  hfr.  Plunket  and  the  couusel  being 
called  in,  the  latter  proceeded  to  prove  the 
conspiracy,  in  general ; and  for  that  purpose, 
caused  several  letters,  aud  extracts  out  of 
letters  received  from  abroad,  to  be  read.  In 
the  next  place  they  offered  to  read  Neynoe’s 
examinations  and  confessions  before  a Com- 
mittee of  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  but 
Plunket  opposed  the  reading  of  them,  urging, 
that  the  examinations  of  a dead  man,  neither 
signed  nor  sworn  to  by  him,  could  not  affect 
bim,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  admitted 
to  be  read  as  evidence.  The  earl  Cowper 
thereupon  desired  that  the  House  might  be  in- 
formed what  nature  those  examinations  were 
of?  And  whether  they  were  signed,  and  taken 
upon  oath  ? To  this  last  question  the  lord  vis- 
count Townsbend  answered  in  the  negative, 
and  then  gave  the  House  the  reasons  of  that 
omission,  and  an  account  of  the  said  Exami- 
nations, viz.  That  Neyuoe  being,  at  first, 
free  and  willing  to  confess  wbat  he  knew  of 
the  conspiracy  to  the  lords  of  the  council,  they 
only  took  the  minutes  of  what  he  said  in  three 
different  papers,  which  were  each  of  them 
read  twice  to  him,  who  owned  every  article  of 
them  to  be  true ; That  afterwards  he,  (the 
lord  Towushend)  delivered  those  three  papers 
to  Mr.  De  la  Faye,  in  order  to  his  digesting 
them  into  one,  which  accordingly  he  did ; That 
they  designed  to  get  this  paper  signed  and 
Sworn  to  by  Neynoe,  but  that,  in  the  mean 
time  whether  upon  thd  dread  of  being  sent  to 
Newgate,  unless  he  turned  evidence,  he  en- 
deavoured to  make  his  escape,  aud  was 
drowned. 

Plunket  still  insisting,  that  the  said  exami- 
nation ought  aot  to  be  admitted  as  evidence, 
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and  dcsiriog  their  lordships’  judgment  there- 
upon, he  and  the  counsel  were  ordered  to 
withdraw  ; and  then  it  was  proposed,  that  the 
examination  of  Philip  Neynoe,  since  dead,  be 
read  in  proof  of  the  conspiracy  in  general  ? A 
question  being  stated  thereupon,  it  was  moved 
to  add  these  words,  viz.  But  nnt  taken  upon 
oath,  nor  signed  by  him.  After  > debate,  the  , 
question  being  put,  whether  these  words  should 
be  made  pnrt  of  the  question  ? It  was  resolved 
in  the  negative,  by  hr  against  29.  Then  the 
question  wns  put,  Whether  the  examination  of 
Philip  Neynoe,  since  dead,  should  be  read  in 
proof  of  the  conspiracy  in  general  ? Whichj 
after  a debate,  that  lasted  till  near  seven  in 
the  evening,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative ; I 
and  thereupon  the  following  lords  entered  their  I 
dissent,  viz.  Scarsdale,  Gower,  Angleseu,  Car-  'I 
digan,  Strafford,  Dartmouth,  Aylesford,  Brook, 
Foley,  Bruce,  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Exeter,  J 
Litchfield,  Weston,  Poulett,  Compton,  Mash  am*.  , 
Frau.  Cestriens’,  Uxbridge,  Craven. 

Then  the  counsel  for  the  Bill  produced  seve- 
ral evidences  which  were  examined,  and  also 
copies  of  three  letters  stopt  at  the  post-office.  I 
Then  several  witnesses  were  examined  against 
the  Bill;  and  Plunket  and  his  solicitor  were  j 
heard  ; which  having  lasted  till  eleven  at  night, 
the  Lords  adjourned  to  the  next  morning. 

Plunket’s  Defence .]  April  27.  The  coun- 
sel for  the  Bill  proceeded  in  their  Evidence,  I 
and  having  summed  it  up,  Mr.  Plunket  made  j 
some  observations  thereupon,  and  begged  leave  ■ 
to  send  for  some  witnesses,  who  were  m prison  fl 
for  debt.  His  request  was  granted,  and  then  - 
the  House  adjourned  during  pleasure.  Being 
about  an  hour  after  resumed,  Mr.  Plunket  pro-  ’ 
duced  several  witnesses,  in  order,  principally,  '■ 
to  invalidate  the  testimony  of  Matthew  Piun-  J 
ket,  a serjeant  of  invalids  at  Plymouth,  whose  I 
depositions  bore  hardest  against  him.  Mr.  - 
Plunket  produced  also  a graver  in  order  to  1 
prove,  That  a man's  hand-writing  might  be  so  I 
nicely  and  perfectly  counterfeited,  as  that  not  I 
ouly  others,  but  even  himself,  might  be  deceived  1 
by  it,  and  not  distinguish  it  from  the  true  and  ■ 
genuine  hand : Hereby  he  endeavoured  to  dis-  1 
credit  and  weaken  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Ra-  * 
dick,  a German,  formerly  an  under-secretary  J 
to  count  Gallas,  who  having  been  employed  | 
by  Mr.  Plunket  in  translating  into  German  I 
some  letters  which  the  said  Plunket  pretended  J 
to  have  intercepted  at  count  Bothmar’s,  was 
perfectly  acquainted  with  his  hand,  and  there-.  ] 
upon  deposed  that  Plunket’s  intercepted  letter,)  2 
of  the  23rd  of.  July,  1722,  signed  Jo.  Rogers,,  ■ 
was  his  hand- writing.  The  prisoner  said  little.. 1 
in  his  own  defence,  but  complained,  That  while  ^ 
the  Bill  was  depending  in  the  House  of  Com-  J 
mons,  he  had  no  time  to  make  his  defence  ,! 
there.  When  he  had  done  speaking,  the  coun-.! 
sel  for  the  Bill  answered  all  nis  objections,  and . j 
endeavoured  to  shew  them  to  be  frivolous  aud 
ill-grounded.  They  said,  they  would  produce 
witnesses  of  undoubted  credit  to  support  Mat- 
thew Pluuket’s  reputation  and  evidence;  That 
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as  to  the  counterfeiting  a man's  hand-writing, 
they  did  not  deny  the  possibility  of  it,  but  that 
it  did  not  from  thence  follow,  that  it  had  been 
done  in  the  present  case ; That  it  was,  at  least, 
incumbent  on  the  prisoner  to  prove  the  fact, 
which  he  had  been  so  far  from  attempting  to 
do,  that  on  the  contrary,  while  he  was  in  cus- 
tody, he  had  been  extreme  cautious  to  write 
any  thing,  for  fear  of  furnishing  the  government 
I with  proofs  against  himself ; That  when  the 
serjeant  at  arms  attending  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, did,  by  their  order,  deliver  to  him  a copy 
I of  the  Bill  against  him,  he,  at  the  same  time, 
caused  pen,  ink,  and  paper  to  be  brought  to 
him,  letting  him  know,  that  he  might  apply 
either  by  petition  to  the  House,  or  by  letter  to 
the  Speaker,  for  counsel  to  assist  him  in  his  de- 
fence, but  that  he  declined  making  use  of  the 
I liberty  allowed  him  to  write,  and  even  refused 
signing  a letter  which  captain  Laroon,  who 
guarded  him  at  sight,  had  offered  to  write  for 
him;  so  that  it  was  his  own  fault  he  did  not 
' make  his  defence  before  the  Commons.  All 
I this  was  confirmed  upon  oath  by  captain  La- 
roon, who  gave  the  Lords  a full  account  of  the 
prisoner's  behaviour  during  his  confinement; 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  Plunket  having  en- 
deavoured to  puzzle  the  captain  by  sbme  cross 
I questions,  he  betrayed  himself,  owning,  That 
] the  reason  why  he  would  not  write  any  thing, 
was,  because  he  had  been  told,  that  the  govern- 
ment had  several  letters  of  his  that  were  not 
' yet  printed,  which  they  might  compare  with 
, his  hand-writing.  The  King’s  counsel  produced 
several  other  witnesses  to  support  their  allega- 
tions,  and  having  made  an  end  of  their  evi- 
dence, they  were  ordered  to  withdraw.  Then 
their  lordships  examined  the  prisoner  for  about  1 
a quarter  of  an  hour;  which  done,  in  a Grand 
j Committee,  they  went  through  the  Bill  to 
punish  him ; and  put  off  die  third  reading  of  it 
I to  the  29tli. 

The  Bill  against  Plunket  passed.]  Accord- 
' ingly  on  that  day,  the  said  Bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  aud,  alter  debate,  the  question  be- 
ing put,  whether  (he  said  Bill  should  pass,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  87  voices 
against  SI. 

Protest  against  passing  if.] 

“ Dissentient1 

1.  “ Because  bills  of  this  nature,  as  we  con- 
ceive, ought  not  to  pass  but  in  case  of  evident 
necessity,  when  the  preservation  of  the  state 
plainly  requires  it ; which  we  take  to  be  very 
far  from  the  present  case,  the  conspiracy  hav- 
j ing  been  detected  so  long  since,  and  the  per- 
j.  son  accused  seeming  to  us  very  inconsiderable  1 
m all  respects,  aud  who,  from  the  many  gross  j 
■ untruths,  it  now  appears,  he  has  wrote  to  his 
' correspondents  abroad,  must  appear  to  have 
been  an  impostor  and  deceiver  even  to  bis  own 
j P“'ty- 

9.  “ Proceedings  of  this  kind,  tending  to 
convict  and  punish,  are  in  their  nature,  though 
pot  form,  judicial ; and  do  let  the  Commons, 
in  effect,  into  fiBns^a^ABffevbt&itbe'toWP’irt1’ 


judicature;  which  the  Lords  ought  to  be  very 
jealous  of  doing,  since  the  power  of  judicature 
is  the  greatest  distinguishing  power  the  Lords 
have;  and  there  will  be  little  reason  to  hope, 
that  if  bills  of  this  nature  are  given  way  to  by 
the  Lords,  the  Commons  will  ever  bring  up 
impeachments,  or  make  themselves  accusers 
only,  when  (hey  can  act  as  judges. 

3.  " This  Bill,  in  our  opinion,  differs  mate- 
rially from  the  precedents  cited  for  it;  as  to 
the  case  of  sir  John  Fenw  ick,  it  is  plain,  by  the 

E' ream  Me  of  that  bill,  that  the  ground  most  re- 
ied  on  to  justify  proceeding  against  him  in  that 
manner  was,  that  there  had  been  two  legal 
witnesses  proving  the  high  treason  against  him, 
that  a bill  was  found  sgainst  him  on  their  evi- 
dence, and  several  times  appointed  him  for  a 
legal  trial  thereon,  in  the  ordinary  course, 
which  he  procured  to  be  put  off,  by  undertak- 
ing to  discover,  till  one  of  the  evidences  with- 
drew ; so  that  it  was  solely  his  fault,  that  he 
had  not  a legal  trial  by  jury  ; all  which  cir- 
cumstances not  being  in  the  present  case,  we 
take  it,  they  are  not  at  all  to  be  compared  to 
one  another. 

4.  “ As  to  the  acts  which  passed  to  detain 
Counter  and  othdrs  concerned  in  the  conspi- 
racy to  assassinate  the  late  king  William,  of 
glorious  memory,  we  conceive,  those  acts  were 
not,  in  their  nature,  bills  of  attainder,  as  this  is, 
but  purely  to  enable  the  crown  to  keep  them  in 
prison,  notwithstanding  the  laws  of  liberty; 
whereas  this  is  a bill  to  inflict  pains  and  penal- 
ties, and  does  import  a conviction  and  sentence 
on  the  prisoner,  not  only  to  lose  his  liberty,  but 
also  his  lands  and  tenements,  goods  aud  chat- 
tels, of  which  he  having  none,  as  we  believe, 
we  cannot  appreheud  why  it  was  inserted,  ana 
this  bill  not  drawn  on  the  plan  of  Counter’s, 
&c.  unless  it  was  to  make  a precedent  for  such 
forfeitures  in  enses  of  bills  which  may  hereafter 
be  brought  to  convict  persons,  who  have  great 
estates,  upon  evidence  which  does  not  come  up 
to  what  the  law  in  being  reqnires. 

5.  “ If  there  be  a defect  of  legal  evidence  to 
prove  this  man  guilty  of  high  treason,  such  de- 
fect always  was ; and  we  think  if  bills  of  this 
nature,  brought  to  supply  original  defects  in 
evidence,  do  receive  countenance,  they  may 
become  familiar,  and  then  many  an  innocent 
person  may  be  reached  by  them,  since  it  is 
hard  to  distinguish,  whether  that  .defect  pro- 
ceeds from  the  cunning  and  artifice  or  from  the 
innocence  of  the  party. 

6.  u This  proceeding  by  bill  does  not  only, 
in  our  opinions,  tend  to  lay  aside  the  judicial 
power  of  the  Lords,  but  even  the  U9e  of  juries ; 
which  distinguishes  this  nation  from  all  its 
neighbours,  and  is  of  the  highest  value  to  all 
who  rightly  understand  the  security  and  other 
benefits  ansiug  from  it;  and  whatever  tends  to 
alter  or  weaken  that  great  privilege,  we  thiqk, 
is  an  alteration  of  our  constitution  for  the 
worse,  though  it  be  done  by  act  of  parliament, 
and  if  it  may  be  supposed  that  any  of  our  fun- 
damental laws  were  set  aside  by  act  of  pnriia- 
not  be 
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at  all  llie  more  comforted  from  that  considera- 
tion that  the  Parliament  did  it. 

7.  “ It  is  the  essence  of  natural  justice,  as 
we  think,  but  it  is  most  surely  the  law  of  the 
realm,  that  no  person  should  be  tried  more  than 
once  for  the  same  crime,  or  twice  put  in  peril 
of  losing,  his  life,  liberty  or  estate;  and  though 
we  acquiesce  in  the  opinion  of  nil  the  judges, 
that  if  this  hill  should  pass  into  a law,  Plunket 
control  be  again  prosecuted  for  the  crimes  con- 
tained in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  yet  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  if  a bill  of  this  kind  shonld.happeu  to 
be-rejected  by  either  House  of  Parliament,  or 
by  lire  Iting,  the  person  accused  might  bo  at- 
tacked again  and  again,  in  like  manner,  in  any 
subsequent  session  of  Parliament,  or  indicted 
for  the  same  offence,  notwithstanding  that 
either  House  of  Parliament  should  have  found 
him  innocent,  and  not  passed  the  hill  lor.  that 
reason;  and  we  conceive  it  a very  great  excep- 
tion to  this  course  of  proceeding,  tlrnt  a subject 
may  be  condemned  and  punished,  but  not  ac- 
quitted by  it. 

8.  “ VV.e  think  it  appears  in  nil  nur  history, 
tbnt  the  passing  bills  of  attainder,  ns  this,  we 
think,  in  its  nature  is  (except  as  before  is  said, 
in  cases  of  absolute  and  clear  necessity)  have 
proved  so  many  blemishes  to  tho  reigns  in 
which  they  passed ; anti  therefore  we  thought 
it  our  duty  in  time,  and  before  the  passing  this 
bill,  os  a precedent,  to  give  our  advice  mid 
votes  against  the  passing  it,  being  very  unwill- 
ing that  any  thing  should  pass  which,  in  our 
opinions,  would  in  the  least  derogate  from  the 
glory  of  this  reign. 

9.  “ We  apprehend  it  to  be  more  for  the  in- 

terest and  security  of  his  Majesty’s  govern- 
ment, that  bills  of  this  nature  should  not  pass 
than  that  they  should;  since  persons  who  think 
at  all  cannot  but  observe,  that  in  this  case  some 
things  have  been  received  as  evidence,  which 
would  not  have  been  received  in  any  court  of 
judicature;  that  precedents  of  this  kind  am 
naturally  growing  (as,  we  think,  this  goes  be- 
yond any  other  which  has  happened  since  the 
Revolution)  and  if  from  such  like  observations 
they  shall  infer,  as  we  cannot  but  do,  thnt  the 
lioerty  and  property  of  the  subject  becomes,  by 
such  examples,  in  any  degree  more  precarious 
than  they  were  before,  it  may  cause  an  abate- 
ment of  zeal  for  a government  founded  on  the 
Revolution,  which  cannot,  as  we  think,  be  com- 
pensated by  any  of  the  good  consequences 
which  are  hoped  for  by  those  who  approve  this 
bill. (Signed,)  Scnrsdnle,  Willoughby  de 

Broke,  Poulett,  Cowper,  Bathurst. 
Gower,  Anglesea,  Guilford,  Osborne, 
Trevor,  Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Weston, 
Hay,  Mnsham,  Brooke,  Compton,  Fran. 
Cestriens',  Montjoy,  Uxbridge,  Bingley, 
Exeter,  Strafford,  Craven,  Foley,  Berke- 
ley de  Stratton,  Aylesford,  Bruce, 
Litchfield,  Dartmouth,  Ashburnham, 
Lechmere,  Cardigan.” 

Proceedings  in  the  Tx/rds  on  the  Bill  against 
Kelly.]  April  30.  Mr,.  George  Kelly  was; 
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brought  from  the  Tower,  to  the  bur  of,  the 
Utilise  of  Lords,  to  make  Ids  defence  against 
the  Bill,  ‘ To  inflict  pains  and  penalties  upon 
‘ him,’  with  the  assistance  of  the  council  who 
had  been  assigned  him,  to  wit,  sir  Constantine 
Pliips  and  counsellor  Pratt.  After  the  second 
rootling  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Ucevis  and  Mr.  Wcrge 
were  heard  to  ii,  who  opened  the  nature  of 
the  evidence  they  hud  to  produce,  to  prove  the  ' 
conspiracy  in  general,  and  the  prisoner’s  pnrt  1 
in  it,  i:t  particular  Mr.  Kelly’s  council  raised 
several  objections  to  both,  itud,  in  a special 
manner,  strenuously  opposed  the  reading  Ney- 
itoe's  examination,  urging,  that  as  it  was  neither 
taken  upon  oath,  nor  signed  by  him,  it  ought 
not  to  he  admitted  as  evidence  : Hut  us  this 
objection  had  already  been  in  Piunket’s,  so  was 
it  easily  over-ruled  in  the  present  case. 

Hereupon  several  informations  of  Philip 
Neynoe  were  read,  importing  in  substance. 
That  George  Kelly,  who  often  went  by  the  nuiue 
of  Johnson,  frecjucntly  told  him,  thnt  the  bishop 
of  Rochester  held  correspondence  with  the 
Pretender  mid  his  agents;  That  he  (Kelly)  woe 
employed  by  die  bishop  in  writing  for  him,  and 
carrying  on  the  said  correspondence  ; That  the 
Pretender  relied  more  on  the  advices  from  the 
bishop,  than  from  any  other  person ; That 
the  bishop  went  sometimes  by  the  name  of 
Jones,  sometimes  by  that  of  lllington;  Thnt 
lie  Imd  seen  several  cyphers  in  Kelly’s  hands, 
one  in  figures,  another  of  fictitious  names,  for 
carrying  on  the  correspondence  with  the  Pre- 
tender’s agents ; That  the  informant  (Neynoe) 
had  been  employed  to  diaw  up  three  several 
memorials  to  the  regent  of  France,  to  solicit 
him  to  send  forces  to  the  assistance  of  the  con- 
spirators; the  Inst  of  which  was  in  December, 
1721,  and  contained  a demand  of  5,000  men 
to  be  sent  to  invade  these  kingdoms ; mid  thnt 
the  heads  of  these  memorials  were  given  him  by 
Kelly,  and  one  who  went  by  the  name  of 
Watson,  whom  he  took  to  be  the  Into  earl 
Marishnl;  That  in  March  following,  Kelly 
brought  him  (Neynoe)  the  heads  of  a letter,  to 
be  drawn  up  with  a design  of  its  being  inter- 
cepted by  the  government,  in  order  to  amuse 
them  into  a false  security ; That  he  drew  the 
said  letter  in  a paper  writ  column  ways,  and 
that  it  was  brought  buck  to  him,  corrected,  as 
he  believed,  by  the  bishop  of  Rochester ; That 
Neynoe  farther  added,  That  Kelly  assured 
him,  the  bishop  got  notice  of  his  being  to  be 
taken  up,  some  days  before  it  happened  ; and 
that  this  notice  was  given  the  bishop  by  one  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Couucil. 

The  Council  for  the  Bill  urged,  That  they 
had  evidence  to  produce  to  prove,  That  Neynoe 
wns  intimately  acquainted  with  Kelly,  and 
thereby  had  an  opportunity  of  being  informed 
by  him ; That  the  bishop  of  Rochester  was 
also  acquainted  with  Kelly,  invited  him  to  dine 
with  him,  and  sent  to  inquire  after  his  health; 
and  that  the  several  particulars  contained  in 
Neynoe's  information,  were  corroborated  nnd 
supported,  in  every  material  circumstance,  by 
several  concurrent  proofs:  To  which  purpose' 
i witn'eto  xvWh'  fe’tdtain'ed:1 
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Then  the  Counsel  for  the  Bill  offered  to 
produce  the  intercepted  letter  from  Mr.  Kelly 
to  Mr.  Gordon,  junior,  bunker  at  Bolo^ne, . 
dated  April  SO,  1722,  with  a packet  inclosed, 
consisting  tjf  three  letters,  one  litCbivers  (gen. 
Dillon)  signed  T.  Jones,  another  to  MusgravU 
(earl  of  Marr)  signed  T.  Illington,  and.a  tliird 
. to  Mr.  Jackson  (the  Pretender)  signed  1278, 
dated  April  20,  part  of  each  of  them  writ  in 
cypher,  and  which  uppeared  by  the  matter  to 
he  from  the  same  person  ; and  the  letters  to 
Musgravc  and  Jackson,  being  inclosed  in  that 
to  Olivers,  were  supposed  to  have  been  dictated 
to  Kelly  hy  the  bishop  of  Rochester.  But  the 
counsel  for  the  prisoner  strongly  opposed  the 
reading  those  letters  ns  evidence,  pnd  several 
peers,  particularly  the  lord  Bingley,  took  great 
pains  in  examining  the  decypherers,  Mr.Willes 
and  Mr.  Corbiere,  as  to  the  rules  and  certainly 
of  their  art.  They  both  averred,  That  they 
hail  decypliercd  the  letters  in  question,  at  a 
great  distance  one  from  the  other,  and  without 
their  comiiuiniaating  their  keys  to  each  other, 
or  having  any  key  communicated  to  them ; and 
that  the  rules  they  went  by  were  almost  ns 
certain  and  infallible  as  any  used  in  mathema- 
tical demonstrations.  But  having,  at  the  same 
-time,  owned,  That  in  their  several  explications 
of  what  was  writ  in  cypher,  there  had  happened 
some  smpli  variations,  such  as  the  word  ‘ care,’ 
and  ‘to  provide,' in  the  one, and  ‘concern,’  and 
‘to  procure,’ in  the  other;  a debate  drove  upon 
the  question,  whether  copies  of  letters  inter- 
cepted at  the  post  office,  and  deciphered, 
should  be  read  as  evideuce  : The  same  being 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  the  council  for  the 
Bill  proceeded  in  their  evidence  till  about  nine 
in  the  evening,  when  d|e  House  adjourned. 

May  1.  The  House  being  met,  and  Mr. 
Kelly  brought  to  the  bar,  the  counsel  for  the 
bill  cxiuuiued  several  other  witnesses,  nnd  then 
yummed  up  tbeir  evidence,  which  lasted  lilt 
about  four  in  die  afternoon.  After  tliis  sir 
Constantine  Phips  and  counsellor  Pratt  made 
each  n long  pleading  in  their  client’s  defence, 
and,  in  particular,  shewed  tbe  danger  of  such 
fu»  unprecedented  way  of  proceeding,  without 
full  and  legal  proofs,  in  cases,  where  the  lives, 
liberties,  and  properties  of  the  subject,  were 
concerned : After  which'  they  examined  wit- 
nesses, to  invalidate  tiie  evidence  given  for  the 
bill,  nnd  in  particular  Neynoe’s  informations. 
Among  the  rest,  Mr.  Bingley,  who  was  taken 
Up  at  Deal  with  Ncynoe,  deposed,  That  Ncy- 
noe  hod  several  times  owned  to  him.  That  in 
order  to  humour  those  in  power,  'and  to  get 
money  from  them,  he  had  told  them  several 

! stories  of  a pretended  conspiracy ; That  by 
this  means,  begot  three  or  four  hundred  pounds 
from  Mr.  Walpole.  And,  that  among  other 
drudgeries  which  Mr.  Wulpole  required  him  to 
do,  he  prevailed  with  him  to  convey  into  one 
(Of  Mr.  Kelly's  drawers  a list  of  names  fn  per- 
sons concerned  in  the  Conspiracy;  that  the  said 
list  might  be  seized,  when  Kelly  was  appre- 
hended. This  .being  n churgc  of  n yery heinous 
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meter,  it  was  thought  proper;  that  Mr.  Walpolo 
shnuld-lmvo  an  opportunity  to  clear  ltimself; 
upon  whichthnt  affair  was  ftrthcr  adjourned  to 
the  next  morning. 

May  2.  The  Commons,  upon  a message  from 
the  Lords,  haring  given  I wive  that  Mr.  Wal- 
pole might  attend  their  lordships'  House,  to  be 
examined  as  a witness,  Mr.  Walpole,  upon 
oath,  gave  their  lordiliips  a full  ncc'iunt  of  the 
whole  inntter:  He  said,  That  on  Saturday  the 
28th  of  July  1722,  he  received  n letter  sub- 
scribed  S.  T.  iotimating,  that  if  the  person  who 
wrote  it  received  encouragement,  he  would 
make  considerable  discoveries;  and  if  an  ad- 
vertisement acknowledging  the  receipt  of  this 
jetter,  and  complying  with  tlio  proposal,  -were 
inserted  in  the  gazette,  the  writer  would  wiiit 
upon  the  Glinncellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by 
flic  name  of  Walton.  That  it  being  then  toll 
late  to  have  nn  advertisement  inserted'  in  that 
day’s  guzette,  the  squie  was  deferred  till  Tues- 
day the  last  day  of  July.  'That  the  next  doy, 
Ncynoe,  according  to  his  promise,  waited  upuu 
him,  Mr.  Walpole,  who  finding'  biin  at  first 
very  willing  and  free  to  tell  nil  he  knew  of  the 
conspiracy,  nnd  to  explain  some  fictitious 
mimes,  made  use  of  in  the  letters  intercepted 
bv  the  government,  unknown  to  the  said 
Ncynoe,  this  deponent,  (Mr.  Walpole,)  gava 
him,  as  gn  encouragement,  first  the  sum  of 
200?.  hy  the  king's  order,  and  afterwards,  150?. 
at  three  several  times.  To  corroborate  this 
deposition-,  Neynoe’s  letter,  of  the  28th  of 
July,  1722,  and  the  advertisement  inserted  in 
the  London  gazette,  in  conformity  thereto, 
were  produced,  which  fully  destroyed  Bingley-s 
evidence:  For  as  Kelly  was  taken  up  about  the 
middle,  of  May,  and' Mr.  Walpole  never  saw 
Neynoe  till  the  beginning  of  August,  it  was 
impossible  for  tbe  latter  to  tamper  with  Ney- 
noe to  convey  the  list  of  the  names  in  question, 
into  one  of  Mr.  Kelly’s  drawers,  when  he  should 
be  apprehended. 

Motion  to  resolve , J 'hot  ccptait j Letters  were 
not  dictiftcd  by  the  Bishop  of  lloclicstcf  }o 
Kelly.]  This  point  being  over,  the  'counsel  for 
the  prisoner  desired,  Tjhnt  they  might  be  gt 
liberty  to  proceed  to  exntiiine  witnesses  to 
prove,  by  several  circumstance?,  'Tliat  tftc 
letters  tinted  20th  April,  1722,  given'  in  evi- 
dence for  the  bill,  were  not  dictated  by  tbe 
bishop  of  Rochester  to  the  prisoner  George 
Kelly;  but  a motion  being  made  for  complying 
with  that  desire,  the  same  occasioned  a very 
warm  nnd  long  dqbar'e  •, ' nnd  the  question  being 
put  thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by 
82  voices  against  -17. 

Protest  on  its  passing  in  the  Negative.] 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  it  was  insisted  on  hy  the  pri- 
soner’s counsel,  that  the  proof  desired  was 
uccessary  to  his  defence,  and  if  allowed  to  be 
made  would  contribute  to  satisfy  the  House  of 
the  prisoner's  innocence  of  the  crimes  charged 
on  him  hy  the  bill;  for  which  reason  alone,  if 
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ought  to  have  been  examined,  it  being,  in  our 
opinions,  against  the  constant  course  anti  rules 
of  justice,  in  criminal  proceedings  of  all  kinds, 
to  preclude  the  prisoner’s  defence  by  refusing 
to  hear  his  witnesses,  if  they  are  legal  and  com- 
petent, and  in  derogation  of  the  honour  and 
justice  of  the  House,  on  this  occasion,  to  an- 
ticipate the  judgment' of  the  House  iu  the  least 
circumstance  which  the  prisoner  or  his  counsel 
insist  on  to  be  material  to  his  defence,  and 
which  may,  if  proved,  be  of  weight  in  the  con- 
sideration and  judgment  of  the  House. 

2.  “ It  appears  to  us  to  tend  directly  to 
prove  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoner,  to 
discover,  whether  the  bishop  of  Rochester  did 
dictate  to  the  prisoner  the  letters  mentioned  in 
the  question ; because  it  was  declared  to  the 
House  by  the  counsel  for  the  bill,  in  opening 
the  charge  against  the  prisoner,  that  the  let- 
ters, though  wrote  by  the  prisoner,  were  dic- 
tated to  him  by  a greater  person ; and  although 
the  counsel  for  the  bill  when  called  upon  did 
not  think  fit  to  name  that  greater  person,  yet 
it  being  suggested  in  the  Report  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  communicated  to  this  House,  and 
it  being  universally  supposed  hitherto,  that  the 
bishop  of  Rochester  did  dictate  the  said  letters 
to  the  prisoner,  it  became,  in  our  opinions,  in- 
cumbent on  the  prisoner  to  give  the  House 
what  satisfaction  he  could  in  that  particular, 
the  same  being  made  a circumstance  and  part 
of  the  accusation  against  him,  and  if  falsified, 
or  rendered  incredible,  might  influence  the 
judgment  of  the  House  in  other  circumstances. 

3.  “ Because  the  declaration  of  Philip  Ney- 
noo  deceased,  though  not  signed  or  sworn  by 
him,  batli  been  allowed  by  the  House  to  be  i 
read  and  given  in  evidence,  in  proof  of  the  1 

Particular  facts  charged  on  the  prisoner  in  the 
ill ; in  which  declaration  the  prisoner  is  ex- 
presly  charged  by  the  said  Neynoe  to  have  fre- 
uently  told  him,  that  the  bishop  of  Rochester 
eld  correspondence  with  the  Pretender  and 
the  Pretender’s  agents,  and  that  the  prisoner 
was  employed  by  the  bishop  in  writing  for 
him,  and  carrying  on  the  said  correspondences, 
and  that  he  bad  several  times  left  Mr.  Kelly  at 
die  bishop’s  door,  when  Mr.  Kelly  went  into 
the  bishop’s  house  and  stayed  there  an  hour  or 
two,  and  upon  coming  back  to  him  that  the 
prisoner  made  apologies  for  staying  so  long, 
and  told  him  lie  bad  been  wiring  the  bishop's 
letters,  which  he  always  apprehended  to  be 
the  foreign  correspondence  ol  the  bishop  with 
the  Pretender's  agents;  for  which  reason  also, 
we  conceive,  the  proof  desired  ought  to  have 
been  received,  because  it  may  be  thought  a 
denial  of  justice,  by  this  House,  to  the  prisoner, 
not  to  permit  him  to  answer,  even  by  legal  evi- 
dence, the  particular  and  direct  evidence, 
which  the  House  hath  allowed  to  be  given 
against  him. 

4.  “ Although  the  prisoner  may  be  guilty  of  a 
treasonable  correspondence,  if  he  wrote  the 
letters  mentioned  in  the  question,  and  the  same 
were  not  dictated  to  him  by  any  person  what- 
soever, yet  the  facts  chnrged  in  the  bill,  having 
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been  endeavoured  to  he  proved,  not  by  direct  I 
proof  of  the  facts  themselves,  but  by  circura-  I 
stances;  in  our  opinions,  the  prisoner's  de-  I 
fence  must  be  applied  to  answer  the  several  J 
circumstances;  and  it  is,  as  we  conceive,  I 
equally  unjust  to  deny  bim  the  liberty  of  falsi-  | 
lying  that  circumstance  of  his  writing  the  let- 
ters, being  dictated  to  biin  by  the  bishop,  as  it  I 
would  be,  to  refuse  to  allow  him  to  prove,  that 
the  said  letters  were  not,  or  could  not  be 
wrote,  or  sent  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  are 
suggested  or  charged  to  have  been  wrote  or  1 
sent,  or,  to  refuse  him  to  prove  by  circum-  I 
stances,  that  the  prisoner  himself  aid  not  or  1 
could  not  write  the  same,  at  the  particular  j 
times  and  places  the  same  are  suggested  to  be 
so  wrote  or  sent  by  him,  or  to  deny  him  liberty  * 
to  falsify,  by  circumstances,  any  otber  circum-  f 
stance  relating  to  the  supposed  treasouable 
correspondence  charged  on  him  by  the  bill.  I 

5.  “ The  council  for  the  bill  having alledged, 
as  one  reason  against  the  examinations  desired, 
that  they  were  not  prepared  to  answer  that  l 
evidence,  might  have  been  a ground  for  the  I 
House  to  have  allowed  them  a reasonable  time  1 
for  such  preparation ; but  in  our  opinions  that  < 
consideration  ought  not  to  weigh  against  the  , 
prisoner’s  giving  the  evidence  to  the  Housa  J 
which  he  was  prepared  to  give,  especially  since  j 
it  was  alledged,  that  the  examinations,  now  de-  | 
sired,  were  desired  on  the  prisoner’s  part  to  3 
have  been  made  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  I 
Commons,  and  thereby  so  long  ago  publicly  | 
notified  by  the  prisoner. 

6.  “ Because  the  refusal  of  the  proof  of  any  I 

circumstance  of  the  prisoner’s  defence,  if  such  1 
refusal  he  not  just,  must  in  its  consequence  I 
affect  the  justice  of  the  whole  proceeding , 1 
against  the  prisoner,  because  it  deprives  the  1 
House  of  the  liberty  of  forming  a judgment  I 
upon  the  whole  case,  and  tends,  so  far  as  that  : 
particular  goes,  to  subject  ibis  proceeding;  1 
against  the  prisoner  to  the  objection  of  partia-  I 
lity,  which  is  most  highly  dishonourable  to  this  ] 
House,  especially  considering  the  latitude  which  * 
hath  been  allowed  in  other  parts  of  the  exami-  I 
nation  on  this  occasion. ( Signed .)  Gower,  1 

Guilford,  Strafford,  Litchfield,- Cowper,  J 
Trevor,  Osborne,  Montjoy,  Poulett,  1 
Craven,  Compton,  Bruce,  Lechmere,! 
Middleton,  Leigh,  Tadcaster,  Bathurst,  1 
Pomfvet,  Northampton,  Berkeley  deJ 
Stratton,  Denbigh,  Scarsdale,  Staweli,,] 
Auglesea,  Cardigan,  Fran.  Cestriens’, 
Dartmouth,  Weston,  Wharton,  Arun-1 
dell, . Masham,  Foley,  Willoughby  de  a 
Broke,  Brook,  Bingiey,  Ashburnham,l 
Uxbridge,  Exeter,  Salisbury,  Hay,  Ayles- 1 


Kelly’s  Defence  at  the  Bar  of  the  House.]!! 
Mr.  Kelly’s  counsel  having  made'  some  farther  ] 
observations  on  the  evidence  given  for  the  bill,  I 
and  summed  up  their  own  evidence : 

Mr.  Kelly  spoke  in  his  own  Defence  as  fol»  % 
lows ; 
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i My  Lords ; 

Since  iny  council  hare  so  fully  answered 
•very  article  alledged  ngainst  me,  it  may  seem 
unnecessary  to  take  up  your  lordships’  time,  by 
iayin»  any  thing  for  myself.  And,  indeed,  it 
would  be  so,  if  my  charge  were  ordinary  or 
particular. 

But,  my  Lords,  I have  been  represented  as  a 
person  doubly  guilty  ; first,  in  transacting  trea- 
son for  myself : and,  secondly,  in  doing  it  for 
other  people-. 

| These  are  crimes  of  the  most  heinous  nature ; 
and  if  they  were  as  clearly  proved,  as  they  have 
been  strongly  asserted,  I should  justly  merit 
your  lordships'  highest  displeasure,  and  all  the 
paius  and  penalties  that  you  could  possibly  in- 
flict upon  me. 

And  since  ray  charge  is  so  very  extraordina- 
ry : since  these  proceedings  seem  to  be  without 
any  precedent;  and,  that  the  innocence  of 
other  persons  calls  upon  me  for  public  justice ; 
I believe  your  lordships  will  easily  allow,  that 
to  be  silent  in  such  a case,  would  be  truly  cri- 
minal, and  but  too  justly  censured. 

To  enter  into  all  the  particulars  of  my  accu- 
sation, would,  I fear,  take  up  more  time  than  is 
j reasonable  fnr  me  to  ask,  or  for  your  lordships 
to  allow  : and  tiiough  the  many  inconsistencies, 
contradictions,  and  false  conclusions  which  ap- 
pear in  almost  every  page  of  the  primed  Re- 
ports, plainly  shew  the  weakness,  absurdity, 
and  sophistry  of  them  ; however,  I shall  only 
beg  leave  to  touch  upon  those  material  parts, 
which  relate  to  myself,  and  my  defence  to 

i And  the  first  Article  which  I find  myself 
charged  with,  is,  the  employing  of  one  Neynoe 
to  draw  up  three  memorials  to  the  Regent  of 
i France,  to  solicit  foreign  forces  to  invade  this 
kingdom. 

And  for  proof  of  this,  the  examinations  of  the 
, same  person,  which  are  neither  upon  oath,  nor 
| so  much  as  signed  by  him  (and  whom  the  Com- 
I mittee  of  the  honourable  House  of  Commons 
have  represented  as  a very  infamous  fellow) 

I are  the  only  evidence  assigned  against  me. 

I This,  my  Lords,  is  the  crime!  and.  This  the 
I proof! 

And  though  the  bore  mentioning  of  it,  might 
be  sufficient  to  convince  your  lordships  of  its 
weukness  ; however,  since  so  great  a weight 
, has  been  laid  upon  this  kind  of  evidence  in  ano- 
ther place,  it  will  he  iiecessary  to  be  a little 
■lore  particular  about  it. 

The  two  first  of  these  Memorials  ( viz.  Those 
before  and  after  the  South-Sea  Scheme)  are 
but  slightly  mentioned : hut  the  one  pretended 
to  be  drawn  up  in  December  1721,  (and  con- 
taining a demand  of  5000  men)  and  a Letter 
said  to  be  written'the  March  after  (to  amuse 
the  government  into  a.  false  security)  are  the 
chief  things  upon  which’anv  stress  is  laid.  , 

Aud,  how  false  both  these  allegations  are, 
has,  I don’t  doubt,  evidently  appeared  to  your 
lordships.  For, 

Had  my  accuser  been  really  employed  to 
4raw  up  any  such  memorials,  it  is  reasonable 


to  believe,  that  he  would  have  kept  copies  of 
tome,  aud  especially  of  the  last  of  them ; since 
a person  who  turned  informer  so  suddenly  af- 
ter, may  very  well  be  presumed  to  have  had 
thoughts  of  it  for  some  time  before;  and  such 
papers  would,  no  doubt,  give  great  weight  to 
his  information. 

But  the  ministry  have  produced  no  such 
copies ; neither  do  they  pretend  to  have  them  : 
which  is  n very  great  indication  that  there  ne- 
ver were  any  juch  memorials  at  all. 

Besides,  there  are  no  two  of  his  Examina- 
tions of  a piece,  Nay!  be  contradicts  himself 
in  almost  every  one  of  them.  For, 

In  his  second  Examination,  he  says.  That 
these  memorials  were  all  drawn  up  by  the  order 
of  one  Henry  Watson  (whom  he  really  did  not 
know,  but  took  to  he  the  late  earl  Marshall) 
without  making  the  least  mefttion  of  me. 

Xu  his  third  Examination,  he  says,. That  they 
were  delivered  to  me  and  Watson ; and  in  his 
fourth,  he  snys  again,  they  were  all  drawn  up 
by  the  order  of  Henry  Watson  only.  And,  in 
a few  lines  after,  contradicts  himself  and  says. 
That  the  heads  of  them  were  given  to  him  by 
me  and  Watson : which  are  such  inconsisten- 
cies, as  (your  lordships  will  easily  grant)  are  not 
to  be  reconciled  : and  if  his  memorials  were  no 
better  drawn  thau  his  examinations,  I believe, 
they  were  not  likely  to  meet  with  any  great 

As  to  the  late  earl  Marishall,  how  reasonable 
it  is  to  believe,  that  a person  in  his  circum- 
stances should  venture  to  come  into  Eogland, 
and  live  so  openly  here,  as  to  intrust  himself, 
ami  a secret  of  this  nature,  to  a fellow,  who 
(by  his  own  confession)  did  not  know  him,  X* 
humbly  submitted  to  your  lordships. 

And  as  for  my  part,  it  is  very  plain,  that  I 
could  have  no  hand  in  them,  since  the  minutes 
in  my  pocket-book  (in  which  1 could  have  used 
no  disguise)  agreeing  with  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  several  witnesses,  plainly  shew  that 
I was  not  in  the  kingdom  at  the  times  in  which 
my  accuser  pretends  to  have  been  so  employ- 

For,  by  those  minutes,  and  their  testimony, 
it  appears,  that  I went  to  France  the  23d  of 
November,  1721,  and  did  not  return  untill  the 
latter  end  of  the  next  month  : And  my  accuser 
himself  owns,  in  bis  first  Examination,  That 
lie  did  not  see  me  after  my  return,  until)  tho 
January  following ; which  makes  it  impossible, 
that  he'  could  have  been  so  employed  by  me  in 
December,  since  I was  most  part  of  that  month 
out  of  the  kingdom;  and  the  few  daysof.it 
that  I was  here,  he  owns,  he  did  not  see  me. 

Nor  has  the  other  part  of  his  information  re- 
lating to  the  letter  (which  he  pretends  to  hav* 

drawn  up  in  March)  better  grounds. For, 

by  the  same  minutes,  and  by  the  same  evi- 
dence, it  likewise  appears,  that  I went  to  France 
the  22d  of  February  after,  and  did  not  return 
untill  themiddleof  April,  which  makes  it  as  im- 
possible, that  he  could  have  been  employed  by 
ine  in  March,  since  I was  then  likewise  out  of 
the  kingdom. 
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Had  this  examination  bcfcti  taken  at  tiny  ills- 
umc'e  of  lime,  it  is  possible  lie  might  be  mis- 
taken in  it;  but  his  first  information  most  have 
been  about  the  middle  of  April,  Soon  after  my 
return  from  France ; for  he  confessed  to  the 
person  taken  tip  with  him  at  Deal’,  That  he  was 
the  first  who  set  the  ministry  upon  intercepting 
letters.  And  the  firStdetleis  so  intercepted  are 
owned,  in  the  42d  page  of  the  Report  mode  to 
the  lower  House,  to  have  been  tile  2 2d  of  April, 

1722 And,  surely  he  cannot  be  supposed  to 

have  I or  gut  so  soon,  what  happened  the  very 
month  before;  especially,  since  he  has  been  so 

5 articular,  as  to  name  the  very  Hay  (Saturday) 
pon  which  he  says  this  letter  was  so  drawn 
bp. 

By  nil  Which  it  plainly  appears,  that  this 
Article  is  not  only  groundless,  but  evidently 
false:  nhd  likewise,  that  he  laid  no  SiiCli  inti- 
macy with  me  (its  the  Report  pretends)  Since 
he  lias  declared,  that  I never  spoke  to  birii  bf 
the  conspiracy;  and  that  I could  be  a month 
■ht  one' time,  nhd  two  months  nt  another,  om  of 
fowh,  without  his  knowing  any  tiling  of  it. 

As  to  what  is  said  to  his  coining  sometimes 
to  nay  lodgings,  I believe  it  may  be  true ; but 
it  hit's  been  fully  proved,  that  Ids  visits  Were 
Soever  t'n  me,  but  always  to  another  person, .Who 
lodged  in  the  iamfc  house. 

Anii,  I do  Solemnly  ntlinti  to  your  lordships, 
that  I never  was  acquainted  with  the  late  t-nri 
Mnrishhll,  Or  with  any  such  person  Who  neat  by 
the  Maine  of  Watson  : that  I knew  very  little 
of  my  accuser;  so  little,  that  I am  confident,! 
itevCr  spoke  to  him  ten  times  in  my  life;  nor. 
ever  employed  him  in  this  or  tiny  other  affair 
whatsoever. 

. The  second  Article  chargtd  upon  me,  is, 

* The  carrying  on  of  a treasonable  Corrospon- 
‘ deuce  for  the  bishop  of  Rochester.’ 

And  for  proof  of  this,  I lie  examination  of  the 
same  person  is  the  only  evidence  produced 
against  ine,  wherein  he  says,  that  I frequently 
told  him,  tiie  bishop  y as  concerned  in  such  a 
correspondence ; and  that  I managed  it  for 
him  ; with  other  particulars  not  worth  men- 
tioning to  your  lordships. 

_ How  reasonable  it  is,  that  t should  tell  such 
n'strarige  untruth  to  u person  that  I knew  so 
very  little  of ; and  whoicreditoiiyht  to  be  given 
lo  ins  hare  assertion,  who  lias  affirmed  such 

Soss  and  notorious  falsehoods  in  the  former 
rticle,  must  be  submitted  to  your  lordships. 
Arid,  in  my  presSrii  unhappy  situation,  I 
cannot  but  think  it  a very  great  arid  singular 
happiness,  to  have  so  public  and  honourable  rib ; 
occasion  of  purging  ffiysel I'  from  So  vile  a ca- 
lumny, and  of  doing  justice  to  the:  most  worthy 
and  learned  prelate. 

And  I .111  vilciiiinv  ill  rl.trfl  in  y.,ur  ! jr.l  hip-, 

Vpon  the  faith  of  aCliriStiuu.TIw’it  1 net  i f wrote 
or  received  a letter  of  any.  kilt'd  % die  bishop 
of  Rnchestfr,  tic  was  privy  to  Any  correspon- 
dence of  Ins  at  hoine  or  abroitd  : that  1 never 
shewed  him  ‘any  lcttCr  that  ever  I wiole  to 
France,  or  ever  seat  one  there  by  Iris  privity  or 
•Printed  image  digitized  by  rite  University  Of 


direction  : that  I am  very  little  known  to  bis 
lordship,  Went  very  rarely  to  wait  upon  bifn ; 
so  rarely ! that  I am  confident  few  of  his  seri 
vrints  know  eitlter  my  name  or  flice ; and  have 
hot  seen  him  above  three  or  four  times  thcii 
two  years  pnst,  and  not  above  eight  or  left 
times  in  my  whole  life. 

I do  farther  declare,  That  my  visits  to  his 
lordship  were  public ; that  I never  went  pri- 
vately iit  a chair  to  his  house  ; always  found 
other  company  with  him  who  were  generally 
strange  rs  to  me ; and  never  once  mentioned  his 
name,  upon  litis  or  iiliy  Other  account,  to  the 
person  who  has  thus  accused  me  : which,  with 
the  evidence  that  has  been  produced  of  his  own 
confessions  to  that  purpose,  is,  I hope,  sufficient 
to  convince  your  lordships  of  the  truth  of  it. 

And  as  for  the  dog,  which  lias  been  bremght 
as  a circumstance  to  prove  this  matter,  I do,  iri 
the  same  solemn  manner,  declare,  That  he  was 
given  to  me  by  a surgeon  nt  Paris  (whose  affi- 
davit has  been  offered  to  be  produced)  and  who 
at  that  time,  I do  verily  believe,  never  heard 
of  his  lordship’s  name ; and  that  lie  never  Was 
designed  for  any-body  but  the  person  I gave 

And  I appeal  to  the  very  ministers  them* 
selves,  if  the  British  resident  at  Paris,  (who  is 
Constantly  attended  by  that  very  surgeon,  and 
examined  him  about  it)  lias  nut  corifirmed  the 
truth  of  this.accoant  to  them. 

I do  farther  affirm,  That  the  bishop  of  Ro- 
chester never  saw  Him ; never  received  any 
letter  or  message  by  mr,  nor  (tio  I believe)  by 
any  oilier  person  about  him  : neither  did  1 
c-ver  know  or  bear,  that  His  lordship  Imd  hay 
intercourse  or  correspondence  with  the  late 
curl  of  IWnr,  or  any  other  disaffected  person 
abroad. 

My  Lords, 

It  camiOt  he  Imagined,  That  I have  any 
particular  interest  or  concern  in  this  matter; 
for  I never  received  any  favoure  from  ins  lord- 
ship;  neither  do  I owe  him  any  obligations, 
but  those  of  common  justice;  and  thole  I 
sliotrlrl  perform,  where  I Imve  so  much  truth  of 
my  side,  to  the  greatest  enemy  1 have  upon 
earth. 

As  for  the  other  circumstances  which  are 
brought  ro  strengthen  my  accuser’s  examina- 
tions, and  are  set  forth  in  one  Pander’s  deptf- 
sition;  they  will  appear,  1 do  not  doubt,  as 
groundless  and  inconsistent  as  the  examination^ 
themselves. 

For  ibis  person  swears.  That  another  told 
him'  of  this  conspiracy:  That  six  or  eight  bat- 
talions of  Irish  forces  were  to  come  from  Spain 
to  assist  the  conspirators.  That  200,000/.  were 
r.iiJori,  and  800  men  regularly  subsisted ‘for  thfts 
purpose  in  London. 

These,  riiy  Lords,  are  called  in  the  88th  prigb 
of  the  Report  of  the  lower  House,  ‘ Thu  Cotf- 
‘ current  and  Corroborating  Proofs  of  toy  ac- 
* cuscr’s  exarriinatlons:’  And  I humbly  nppfeltl 
to  your  lordships,  if  any  one  of  them  carries  tlfti 
least  colour  of  reason  or  probability  with  it. 
For,  enu  it  lie  imagined,  felt  Web  It  forte 
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should  come  from  Spain,  when  there  appears 
to  he  so  strict  a friendship  betwixt  the  two 
kingdoms?  Or,  That  200,000/.  coaid  possibly 
be  raised  among  all  the  disaffected  in  -England, 
in  case  there  was  a licence  for  it  ? Or,  800  men 
regularly  subsisted  in  this  city,  without  u dis- 
fcpvery? 

Thfese  are  such.idte,  inconsistent  tales,  as,  I 
am  persuaded,  enn  never  have  any  weight  with 
yodr  lordships. 

Besides,  rfty  Lords,  this  i9  Only  bare  liear-say ; 
and  if  the  heftr-say  Of  such  mlamnus  persons 
(or,  indeed,  of  nny  persons)  be  looked  upon  as 
sufficient  evidence,  1 believe,  no  man  in  Eug- 
lnnd  can  be  sure  of  his  life  or  liberty  an  hour, 
since  any  two  people  may  talk  him  into  high- 
treason  whenever  they  please;  and  the  greater 
the  person  is,  the  greater  his  danger  always  will 
be. 

The  third  crime  which  I staud  charged  with, 
is,  The  writing  of  three  treasonable  letrcrs  for 
the  bishop  of  Rochester,  supposed  to  he  for  the 
Pretender,  tile  late  earl  of  Mar,  and  general 
Dillon,  which  letters  nre  said  to  have  been 
sent  by  me  to  Mr.  Gordon  at  Bologne,  with 
directions  to  be  delivered  to  one  Mr.  Talbot. 

And,  for  proof  of  this,  the  clerk's  of  the 
Post-Office  are  produced,  who  swear,  That 
those  letters  were  (to  the  best  of  their  know- 
ledge) written  in  the  same  hand  with  an  prfginnl 
which  was  Stopt  is  a specimen  of  it  l Which 
original  has  been  sworn  by  two  persons  to  be 
my  writing,  and  consequently,  those  letters j 

My  Lords, 

These  letters  arS  dated  the  20th  of  April, 
hnd  the  specimen  so  stopped,  the  20th  of  August; 
just  four  months  after. 

And  hoik  It  is  possible  for  people  (who  re- 
ceive such  a number  of  letters)  to  swear  to  ft 
likeness  of  hand,  at  such  a distance  of  time; 
and  what  weight  ought  to  be  laid  upon  this 
kind  of  evidence;  or  Upon  that  modern  and 
mysterious  one  given  by  the  decypheYers,  in 
b-hicFi  they  do  not  pretend  to  a certainty  them- 
TcIveS,  must  be  submitted  to  your  lordships. 

And  fts  tO  the  pers'ons  Who  have  sivorn  io  my 
hand,  I hope  it  will  be  considered,  That  one  of 
them  is  a rti'essertger,  who  never'ka.w  any  of  niy 
Writing,  but  the  Superscriptions  of  a few  letters, 
Which,  ycnir  lordships  mav  easily  see,  do  not 
heir  tlm  least  likelieis  With  What  he  has  sivorn 
la. 

Besides  fliis  very  person  Was  turned  out  of 
his  employment  upon  my  account ; and  a few 
dftys  after  lib  gave  this  evidence  in  the  House  of! 
Commons,  1 saw  a paragraph  in  the  news- 
papers, that  he  Was  restored  to  it  agftin. 

And  its  to  the  other,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  That 1 
It  will  be  likewise  considered,  Thfttheis  a ser- 
Van't,  who  attended  me  o‘nly  about  three  Weeks, 
atm  Was  turned  off  for  an  infatttobs  nctffin, 
which  he  has  acknowledged  himself  to  have 
be’eii  guilty  of:  Besides,  hahfts  confessed,  That 
he  never  saw  me  write,  but  as  he  Went  back-  \ 
wards  and  forwards  in  tHe  room ; and  ftt.kiitlli  a 
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character  from  another:  and  it  has  been  proved 
by  two  witnesses,  (one  of  which  Was  a particu- 
lar friend  of  his  own)  That  he  declared,  HK 
never  knew  any  thing  of  my  hand ; hut  waS 
threatened  by  the  Secretary  of  State  into  the 
affidavit,  which  has  been  printed  to  that  pur- 
pose in  the  Appendix. 

And  if  that  paper  had  been  my  writing,  it  it 
impossible  they  eonld  be  reduced  to  a necessity 
of  making  use  of  such  improper  evidence, 
since  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  procure 
better;  since  numbers  of  people  have  been 
taken  up,  confined,  and  examined  to  this  very 
point : and  Newgale  sent  to,  more  than  once, 
for  witnesses  to  it. 

And  though  it  might  be  proved  by  the  very 
Report  of  the  lower  House,  That  those'  letteri 
could  not  have  come  from  the  bishop  of 
Rochester;  however,  my  business  is  only  to 
convince  your  lordships.  That  I was  not  the 
writer  of  them,  and  of  this,  I believe,  it  is 
impossible  to  give  clearer  proofs  than  I have 
done : For  if  those  letters  had  been  dictated  to 
me  the  20th  of  April  (as  the  report  pretends) 
it  must  have  been  at  his  lordship’s  house  in  the 
country  ; since  it  appears  by  the  deposition  of 
his  coachman,  that  he  went  there  the  12th  of 
that  month,  and  did  not  leave  it  tiil  the  5th  of 

But  it  has  heen  proved,  that  I was  in  Lon- 
don all  that  time ; and  if  it  had  been  permitted, 
there  is  not  a person  in  the  bishop's  family, 
but  Would  testify,  That  I was  not  then'  at  his 
house  in  the  country;  and,  consequently, 
could  nothuve  written  any  such  letters  for  him. 

Besides,  I have  brought  several  persons  of 
credit  and  undoubted  characters,  w ho  have  all 
testified,  That  the  hand  in  which  those  letters 
are  said  to  be  written,  is  not  mine,  nor  any 
thing  like  it. 

An  affidavit  has  been  produced  from  Mr. 
Gordon,  That  he  never  received  any  such 
letters  from  me,  nor  ever  had  any  correspon- 
dence, or  even  an  acquaintance  With  me. 

And  it  has  been  likewise  proved,  That  Mr. 
Talbot,  to  whom  those  letters  are  said  to  be 
delivered  by  Mr.  Gordon,  was  in  this  town  the 
very  day  upon  which  they  are  said  to  have 
been  delivered  to  him  at  Bologne : And  if  I 
had  any  such  letters  to  transmit,  can  it  be 
imagined,  that  I would  trust  them  to  the  com- 
mon post,  when  I had  so  good  an  opportunity 
to  send  them  by,  or  direct  them  to  Bologne, 
when  the  same  post  might  as  well  have  carried 
them  to  Paris. 

These  are  such  full,  such  evident  proofs,  as, 
I hope,  cannot  fail  of  giving  jour  lordships  the 
utmost  conviction  in  this  matter ; and,  conse- 
quently, that  this  article  is,  like  the  rest,  both 
groundless  and  manifestly  false. 

But,  if  any  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  con- 
fessions which  my  accuser  made  to  the  person 
taken  up  with  him,  it  is  very  plain,  that  those 
letters  must  have  come  from  another  quarter; 
ai)d,  to  say  no  wiVrse,  were  at  least  calculated 
to  carry  on  liis  own  base  and  Villainous  de- 
.-^S^uthnmptnn  Library  Pigitisatfon  I.  nit 
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For  it  has  been  proved  to  your  lordships, 
that  lie  confessed  to  have  been  employed  by 
one  of  the  ministers,  received  350 1.  from  him, 
and  was  to  have  2,000/.  more. 

That  this  minister  declared  a personal  pre- 
judice, upon  some  private  account,  to  the 
bishop  of  Rochester ; was  resolved  to  pull 
down  the  pride  of  tbut  haughty  prelate,  and  to 
squeeze  me  (as  I think  the  expressions  were)  to 
that  purpose. 

I say,  if  any  credit  is  to  be  given  to  this  con- 
fession, there  can  be  no  great  difficulty  in 
tracing  out  the  source  of  this  part  of  the  con- 
spiracy ; and  I am  heartily  sorry  to  sav,  That 
there  are  some  circumstances  which  seem  to 
give  but  too  great  a countenance  to  the  truth 
of  it. 

For,  my  lords,  he  made  this  confession  at  a 
juucture  when  he  may  very  well  be  supposed  to 
have  spoken  in  the  sincerity  of  his  heart;  when 
he  saw  his  villainy  detected;  believed  himself 
to  be  in  the  greatest  danger,  and  depended 
upon  the  person's  assistance  (to  whom  be  made 
it)  to  help  him  out  of  his  misfortunes.  And 
how  particular  this  prosecution  is,  and  how 
sufficiently  I have  been  squeezed,  are  tilings 
but  too  visible,  and  too  well  known  to  the 

Besides,  the  very  cypher  by  which  those 
letters  were  written,  (and  which  he  owned  .to 
have  received  from  that  minister)  was  actually 
caught  upon  the  person  to  whom  he  gnvc  it ; 
and  he  confessed,  That  he  put  a paper  of  di- 
rections into  one  of  my  drawers,  by  which  (the 
report  says)  most  of  the  treasonable  letters 
were  addressed. 

And  it  has  been  proved  to  your  lordships, 
that  those  drawers  were  constantly  open,  and 
that  he  made  .some  pretext  for  being  alone  in 
my  lodgings,  the  very  night  before  I was  first . 

And  since  he  was  the  first  that  set  the 
ministry  upon  intercepting' letters,  which  he 
said  were  mine,  it  is  very  extraordinary,  that 
such  a material  part  of  his  evidence  should  be 
omitted  in  hio  examination,  or  that  the  very 
first  letters  so  intercepted,  should  be  those 
alledged  against  the  bishop  of  Rochester : nnd 
if  the  originals  of  those  three  letters  were  stopt, 
I do  not  at  all  doubt,  but  they  might  be  proved 
to  be  my  accuser’s  own  hand-writing. 

And  how  strong  a sense  he  had  of  his  guilt, 
by  attempting  an  escape  which  proved  fatal  to 
him,  and  how  visibly  the  hand  of  God  has  in- 
• terposed  in  that  eminent  prelate’s  favour,  by 
taking  one  of  the  persons,  designed  for  his 
destruction,  out  of  the  world,  and  giving  the 
other  grace  and  virtue  enough  to  withstand  all 
temptations  to  his  prejudice,  are  things  highly 
worthy  of  your  lordships  just  and  most  serious 
consideration,  and  no  smull  indication  of  his 
innocence. 

And  ns  to  the  money  which  my  accuser 
owned  to  have  received ; that  there  was  a 
very  sadden  and  extraordinary  change  in  his 
condition ; that,  from  the  lowest  state  of  po- 
verty and  want,  he  soon  arrived  to  that  of  a 


vicious  nnd  most  profligate  affluence,  is  a trulls 
sufficiently  known  to  nil  those  thut  were  ac- 
quainted with  him. 

But  from  whence  this  change  proceeded, 
or  wltat  real  grounds  he  had  lor  aspersing  tlint 
honourable  person,  I will  not  pretend  to  say ; 
but  if  those  aspersions  be  false,  as  I wish  they 
may,  it  may  be  justly  inferred,  that  a fellow 
who  was  capable  of  vilifying  one  person,  may 
very  well  be  judged  ns  capable  of  doing  so  to 
another:  and  if  his  veracity  is  not  to  hojd 
good  in  one  case,  there  caii  be  no  reason  for 
allowing  it  in  thejjlher. 

The  fourtlwcnme  alledged  against  me,  is,  a 
number  of  intercepted  letters,  supposed  to  be 
written  to,  and  recti ved  from  the  late  earl  of 
Mur,  general  Dilloo,  and  other  disaffected  per- 
sons abroad. 

And  for  the  proof  of  this,  a Frenchman  has 
been  produced,  who  swenrs,  That  lie  once  saw 
me  take  up  a letter  at  Burton’s  coffee-house,  by 
the  name  of  Baker,  which  name,  it  i9  said, 
some  of  the  treasonable  letters  were  addressed 
by;  and  was,  in  a paper  of  directions,  found  in 
my  lodgings.  How  that  paper  came  there,  has 
been  already  proved  to  your  lordships. 

And  as  to  the  person  who  has  swore  to  this 
particular,  I must  observe,  That  when  lie  gave 
this  evidence  to  the  House  of  Commons,  ho  did 
not  know  me,  though  be  9poke  to  me,  and 
looked  several  times  earnestly  at  me ; nnd  for 
the  truth  of  this,  I can  appeal  to  molt  of  the 
members  of  that  honourable  House,  who  were 
witnesses  of  it;  and  he  would  still  have  proba- 
bly continued  in  his  ignorance,  if  some  private 
hints,  as  I have  been  told,  were  not  given  him, 
ortlicsnmemetliod  taken,  which  has  been  done 
with  a number  of  other  strange  fellows,  who 
were  frequently  sent  to  the  Tower,  and  had  no 
other  business  but  to  take  a view  of  me. 

Besides,  the  people  of  the  coffee-house  have 
testified  the  contrary,  and  that  no  such  letter 
ever  came  to  their  house.  And  though  it  be 
set  down  in  my  examination  before  the  coun- 
cil, that  I confessed  to  have  taken  up  such  a 
letter,  I humbly  appeal  to  my  Lord  Chancellor 
(if  it  can  be  worth  his  lordship's  while  to  recol- 
lect it)  if  be  did  not  ask  me  that  very  question 
two  or  three  times ; and  if  I did  not  as  often 
deny  it.  Neither  is  this  the  only  particular  that 
is  falsely  set  down  in  that  examination.  And 
I do  solemnly  affirm  to  your  lordships,  That  I 
never  did  receive  any  such  letter,  nor  ever  saw 
that  paper  of  directions,  till  it  was  printed  in 
the  Report* 

And  there  is  one  circumstance  pretty  re- 
markable iu  this  correspondence,  that  as  it  be- 
gan with  my  accuser’s  information,  so  it  ended 
with  his  being  taken  up.  For  immediately  after 
a new  correspondence  is  pretended  to  be  dis- 
covered ; and  to  fix  this  likewise  upon  me,  it 
Ims  been  suggested,  that  I sent  cyphers  by  sir 
Harry  Goring  to  France,  and  hnd  letters  di- 
rected by  tbem  to  Sturgess’s  and  Slaughter’* 
coffee-house. 

But,  my  Lords,  no  such  cyphers  were  found 
in  my  custody,  nor  any  papers  relating  to  such 


253] 

a correspondence,  nnd  the  people  of  those 
coffee-houses  have  all  sworn,  that  I never  or- 
dered any  letters  of  thnt  kind  to  be  taken  in, 
or  received  one,  either  by  my  own  or  any  other 
name  from  them.  Nay,  one  of  them  has  sworn, 
That  no  such  letters  ever  came  to  his  bouse  at 
all;  another  says,  that  a messenger  from  the 
secretary’s  office,  was  the  only  person  that  ever 
called  at  his  house  for  those  directed  to  it. 

And  as  to  the  printed  examination  of  one 
Mr.  Caryl,  to  this  purpose,  it  were  to  be  wish- 
ed, that  this  gentleman's  reasons  had  been  pub- 
lished, as  well  as  his  accusation. 

For  I am  confident,  he  will  not  pretend  to 
say,  that  ever  he  saw  me  write  a line  in  his  life, 
or  give  a piece  of  paper  of  any  kind  to  sir  Harry 
Goring;  and  « bat  reason  he  could  have  for 
believing  that  we  settled  a key  for  such  a cor- 
respondence, is  very  extraordinary : nor  have 
the  other  particulars  which  he  has  affirmed,  the 
least  foundation  of  truth ; for  I do  solemnly 
■ver  to  your  lordships,  that  I never  saw  Semple 
in  my  life,  or  gave  captain  Bonin  any  such 
letter  of  recommendation:  neither  had  I ever 
the  honour  of  speaking  to  my  lord  North  and 
Grey,  or  of  being  any  ways  known  to  his  lord- 
ship; and  that  I should  mention  him  so  fa- 
miliarly by  the  fictitious  name  of  Johnson,  (and 
which,  of  all  names,  I should  never  make  use  of 
in  ihat  manner)  will,  I hope,  appear  very  in- 
credible to  your  lordships ; especially  since  Mr. 
Caryl  himself  has  furnished  so  good  a reason 
for  the  disbelief  of  it. 

For  he  has  likewise  affirmed,  ThBt  my  exami- 
nation before  theicouncil  was  -read  at  doctor 
Yalden’s  house : the  doctor  has  indeed  already 
done  me  justice  in  that  point ; and  Mr.  Tucker 
(who  was  all  the  while  in  company)  will,  I am 
very  sure,  do  the  same. 

And  since  Mr.  Caryl  appears  to  be  so  plain- 
ly mistaken  in  this  particular,  surely  he  may 
very  well  be  supposed  to  be  so  in  all  the  rest, 
•specially  siace  he  has  not  assigned  the  least 
reason  for  any  of  them. 

As  to  the  rest  of  the  intercepted  letters,  the 
people  of  the  several  coffee-houses  have  like- 
wise cleared  me  from  them  ; and  all  testify, 
That  they  never  delivered  me  any  such  letters, 
or  received  any  directions  from  me  about  them ; 
which,  I hope,  will  be  sufficient  to  convince 
your  lordships,  that  I was  not  concerned  in  any 
correspondence,  especially  since  no  letters  of 
this  kind  were  found  in  my  possession,  or  any 
other  papers  relating  to  the  conspiracy. 

There  are  two  other  crimes,  in  which  I most 
humbly  crave  your  lordships’  patience  to  be 
tyiard,  because  they  are  the  blackest  that  can 
be  imagined,  and  seem  to  be  personal. 

The  first  is  a letter  directed  to  Mr.  Gordon 
ut  Bologue,  with  two  affidavits,  which  have  been 
printed,  aad  are  suggested  to  be  sent  by  my 
directions,  in  order  to  have  him  and  one  Bir- 
mingham  perjure  themselves  upon  my  account : 
“ — For  in  this  letter  it  is  said, 1 That  the  in- 
closed is  a copy  of  a note  from  the  person  con- 
1 cerued,  with  nhathe  thinks  requisite.’  ^ 


[254 

My  Lords, 

This  letter  is  dnted  the  20th  of  March,  at 
which  time,  nnd  for  live  months  before,  I never 
was  allowed  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  or  paper,  or 
the  liberty  of  seeing  any  person  that  could  pos- 
sibly have  conveyed  such  a note  for  me ; for  I 
have  been  guarded  in  n different  manner  from 
other  people  in  the  Tower : my  warders  were 
put  into  the  very  room  with  me,  and  ordered 
never  to  stir  a moment,  night  or  day,  out  of  it ; 
which  orders  they  punctually  obeyed,  and  were 
constant  witnesses  to  all  my  actions. 

And  those  warders  will  depose.  That,  they 
believe,  it  was  impossible  lor  me  to  have  writ- 
ten or  sent  out  any  such  directions ; nnd  the 
officers,  I do  not  doubt,  will  do  me  the  same 

And  when  my  solicitor  was  admitted,  finding 
that  Mr.  Gordon's  Affidavit  might  be  of  use,  if 
allowed  as  evidence,  a person  was  immediately 
dispatched,  and  who-  brought  it  in  a different 
form  from  those  which  have  been  printed,  And 
my  solicitor  can  testify,  That  no  draughts  were 
sentby  him;  which,  with  the  gross  management 
of  the  persons  concerned  in  tlusaffair,  is,  I hope, 
sufficient  to  give  your  lordships  the  clearest 
conviction  of  my  innocence  in  it.  And  1 do 
solemnly  affirm,  That  I never  knew  any  thing 
of  them’ ; never  heard  of  the  name  of  Aken- 
head  before;  nor  can  I find  out  any  person 
(besides  the  master  of  that  vessel)  that  ever 
did. 

Tlte  other  crime  is  get  forth  in  one  Levett’s 
deposition  in  the  Report  mnde  to  this  most 
honourable  House : wherein  (nmong  a great 
many  other  most  notorious  falshoods)  she 
swears,  That  one  Mrs.  Bnrnej  told  her,  that  I 
was  instrumental  in,  or  privy  to  the  shutting~up 
of  a person  in  a dungeon,  for  fear  of  his  turning 
informer ; and  not  only  of  him,  but  of  200 
more  upon  the  same  account.  Which,  I be- 
lieve, is  the  most  surprising  crime  that  ever  yet 
was  alledged  against  nny  Christian. 

Mrs.  Barnes  denies  every  syllable  of  this 
conversation ; and  if  the  person  that  swears 
this  against  her,  had  been  produced,  she  would 
be  proved  to  your  lordships,  to  have  been  a 
vile  infamous  creature  all  her  life.  And  if  she 
is  to  be  believed,  or  that  your  lordships  can 
think  it  possible  there  can  be  the  least  truth  in 
her  deposition,  it  will  be  a sin  to  let  me  live, 
and  impossible  to  find  out  a punishment  too 
cruel  for  me. 

These,  my  Lords,  are  the  chief  crimes  which 
I am  charged  with : and  very  great  ones  they 
are,  had  they  been  in  any  'degree  made  out 

n'l  am  a siranger  to  the  metbodaof  legal  proof, 
but  have  been  told  by  my  counsel.  That  the 
greater  a person's  crime  is,  the  clearer  the  evi- 
dence ought  to  be  against  him ; and  how  weak 
and  insufficient  the  prooft  produced  for  this  pur- 
pose, are,  and  how  clear  and  convincing  those 
which  have  been  offered  in  my  j ustification,  has,  T 
hope,  evidently  appeared  to  your  lordships,  and 

?iven  you  intirc  conviction  of  my  innocence ; 
fid'tS&t'  Wthe  «itn&  igainst  me, 
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aro  without  the  least  colour  or  foundation  of 
truth. 

But  how  much  I hqve  suffered  for  these  sup- 
posed crimes,  and  what  extraurdiunry  means 
have  been  made  use  of  against  inc,  are  things 
much  worthier  of  your  lordships' judicial  consi- 
deration. 

to  be  taken  up  and  held  to  exorbitant  bail, 
without  ever  assigning  any  particular  crime 
against  me : to  suffer  a long  and  close  confine- 
ment, where  the  expence  bears  no  proportion  to 
my  circumstances. 

To  have  numbers  of  people,  and  some  of 
them  creatures  of  the  meanest  rank  and  con- 
dition, taken  up,  examined,  nod  tampered  with 
upon  my  account;  and  Newgate  sent  to  for 
witnesses. 

To  have  a servant  (who  was  turned  off  for 
his  ill-behaviour)  brought  as  an  evidence ; and 
my  most  intimate  friends  imprisoned  for  not 
swearing  against  me ; are  burdships  and  pro- 
ceedings, I believe,  hitherto  unheard  of  in  Eng- 
land ; and  such  as,  I hope,  vour  lordships  wifi, 
in  your  great  wisdom  and  justice,  think  lit  to 
redress.  All  which  is  of  a piece  with  an  infa- 
mous offer  made  to  myself  by  one  of  the  under- 
secretaries of  state,  who,  the  morning  after  I 
was  first  examined,  came  to  me  wiih  a message 
(as  he  said)  from  one  of  his  superiors,  to  let  me 
know,  that  I had  now  a very  good  opportunity 
of  serving  myself  ; and  that  he  was  sent  to  offer 
me  my  own  conditions. 

And  when  I declared  myself  an  entire 
stranger  to  tho  conspiracy,  and  was  sorry  to 
find  that  noble  lord  have  so  base  an  opinion  of 
me,  he  seemed  to  wonder,  that  1 would  neglect 
so  good  an  occasion  of  serving  myself,  especial- 
ly when  I might  have  any  thing  I pleased  to 
«sk  for. 

What  authority  that  person  had  for  this  mes- 
sage, or  the  rest  of  his  after-proceedings,  I will 
not  pretend  to  soy  : but  ns  I have  been  ruined 
and  utterly  undone  by  them,  I hope  your  lord- 
ships  will  take  my  sufferings,  as  well  as  circum- 
stances, into  your  consideration ; and,  instead 
of  indicting  any  farther  pains  or  penalties,  look 
upop  me  (as  I really  am)  a person  highly  in- 
jured, and  not  a criminal  concerned  in  any 
transactions  against  the  government. 

As  for  my  circumstances,  they  are  but  too 
well  known  in  the  world. 

Aod  here  I cannot  omit  my  gratitude  to  the 
late  and  present  constables  of  the  Tower;  for 
the  late  constable*  (though  I never  had  the  ho- 
nour to  see  bis  lordship)  was,  upou  a represen- 
tation of  my  circumstnnocs,  so  veiy  good,  a?  to 
procure  me  the  promise  of  an  allowance  from 
the  government : and  his  lordship,  the  pre- 
sent, f has  been  so  kind  as  to  grt  it  paid  : but 
(lie  officers  of  die  place  can  testify,  that  this 
allowance  has  not  been  converted  to  any  pri- 
vate use  of  mine,  but  cpnstamly  given  to 
the  persons  appointed  to  attend  me.  And  J 
must  lake  leave  to  assure  your  lordships,  tlmt 
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it  has  cost  me  more  since  I was  sane  there, 
than  tlie  government  have  now  left  me  really 
worth  in  the  world;  and  1 must  suddenly  be- 
come a sacrifice  to  tny  necessities,  if  not  set  at 
liberty  by  your  lordships’  great  clemency  and 
compassion. 

If  I have  dropped  any  expressions  which  may- 
pot  be  so  agreeable  to  some  particular  persons  . 
in  power,  I could  wish  that  my  defence  had  not  , 
laid  me  under  that  necessity  : and  I do  solemn-  1 
ly  protest.  That  they  Imre  not  proceeded  from  • 
any  resentment  for  my  sufferings  ; but  from  a j 
sincere  endeavour  to  give  your  lordships  the  j 
clearest  conviction  of  my  innocence.  And  J 
since  I could  not  merit  their  favour,  I shall  al-  1 
ways  endeavour  to  preserve  their  good  opinion.  I 

As  to  the  legality  of  these  proceedings,  and  ] 
the  danger  of  malting  precedents  of  this  kind,  I 
those  are  tilings  which  have  been  already  fully  I 
set  forth  by  my  council;  and  must  be  submitted  I 
to  the  great  wisdom  and  jurisdiction  of  this  I 
most  illustrious  assembly  : an  assembly ! which  I 
is  not  only  the  highest  and  most  honourable,  1 
but  the  uprightesland  most  impartial,  1 believe,  I 
upon  earth;  and  whose  justice  has  ever  ap-  I 
peared  as  exteusive  as  their  power. 

The  great,  and,  indeed,  the  only  argument  J 
which  r have  heard  offered  for  the  passing  of  1 
this  bill,  is,  That  tho  occasion  is  extraordinary ; J 
that  your  lordships  are  in  your  legislative  capa-  1 
city ; and  though  the  proofs  may  not  he  so  le-  I 
gal,  however,  in  terrarem,  it  is  necessary  to  I 

But  I humbly  beseech  your  lordships  tp  con-  j 
sirier,  where  the  extrnordi’nnriness  of  this  occa-1 

sion  lies  ? Has  there  been  tlie  least  cornmo--J 

' Cion  in  any  part  nf  the  three  kingdoms?  Or  any  I 
person  injured  in  his  liberty  or  fortune,  besides  I 
those  who  have  been  so  unhappy  as  to  full  un-  fl 
der  this  suspicion  ? 

Or,  is  this  occasion  more  extraordinary  tlinu  fl 
when  there  was  a public  insurrection  in  the  n 
kingdom  1 and  when  the  persons  concerned  in  j 
it,  were  tried  by  the  common  and  ordinary  I 
courts  of  justice: 

And  because  your  lordships  are  vested  with  * 
a supreme  authority,  and  not  tied  up  to  the  fl 
common  forms  of  law,  can  that  be  a reason  far  jfl 
your  acting  directly  contrary  to  it?  Aud  to  1 
suppose  your  lordships  capable  of  dtiing  so,  I 
was  not,  I must  say,  so  becoming  an  argutucat  1 
to  have  been  offered  upon  this  occasion.  I 

And  to  have  a session,  which  opened  with  I 
so  mild,  so  gracious  a speech  from  the  throne,  I 
end  in  such  an  extraordinary  a manner,  must  * 
surely  be  very  contrary  to  tlie  design  and  iu-  j 
temion  of  the  throne  at  that  time ; and  is,  1 1 
hope,  so  still ; especially,  since  no  intervening  j 
accidents  have  happened  to  ruffle. the  quiet  aud 
tranquillity  of  the  kingdom.  I 

My  Lords,  I 

The  first  extraordinary  Bill  that,  I believe,  fl 
ever  passed  in  England  was  that  of  the  Earl  uf  j 
Strafford ; and  how  much  personal  prejudice  ™ 
was  in  his  prosecution,  and  ho>v  fatal  tliat  Bill 
proved  in  its  consequences,  i need  not  men- 
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dying  words,  called  it,  an  unjust  sentence,  and 
imputed  all  his  misfortunes  to  it.  And, 

, Puay,  my  Lords,  why  was  that  sentence  un- 
just, but  because  it  was  not  supported  by  law  ? 
And,  to  the  eternal  honour  of  this  House,  be  it 
said,  That  when  the  proofs  upon  bis  trial  were 
•not  found  legal,  they  refused  to  find  him  guilty. 

Bnt  when  this  extraordinary  method  was 
taken,  and  the  torrent  of  the  times  bore  down 
their  usual ’justice,  then  the  flood-gates  of  all 
tbuse-miseries  were  opened,  which  overwhelmed 
and  suuk  the  constitution : and  of  which,  some 
«f  your  noble  predecessors  had  so  strong  and 
lively  a sense,  as  to  declare,  in  this  very  House, 
that  they  would  be  sooner  torn  in  pieces, 
than  come  into  such  illegal  proceedings ; and 
so  fell  a sacrifice  to  the  love  and  laws  of  their 

To  which  I shall  only  beg  leave  to  add  one 
observation,  that,  I am  sure,  is  but  too  well 
known  to  that  right  reverend  bench.  ‘ That  of 
‘ all  the  prelates  who  advised  his  Majesty  to 
‘ the  passing  of  that  fatal  hill,  not  one  of  them 
‘ escaped  the  violence  of  those  very  persons 
‘ whom  they  endeavoured  to  oblige  by  that 
‘ advice.' 

These,  my  Lords,  were  the  unhappy  effects 
and  fatal  consequences  of  one  extraordinary 
hill:  and  what  those  of  another  may  prove, 
the  great  Director  of  all  things  only  can  fore- 

Many  are  the  arguments  which  might  be 
brought  to  shew  the  great  injustice,  as  well  as 
inconveniences  of  these  laws  in  particular:  but 
as  my  liberty  can  be  of  no  great  moment  to  the 
world,  I shall  only  beseech  your  Jordships,  not 
through  me,  to  give  a wound  to  the  constitu- 
tion, which,  perhaps,  may  not  so  easily  be 

• The  great  characteristic  which  distinguishes 
England  from  the  rest  of  the  neighbouring  na- 
tions, is,  the  excellency  of  her  laws,  of  which 
your  lordships  are  the  great  guardians : and  if 
you  suffer  those  laws  to  be  broke  in  upon,  and 
render  life  or  liberty  so  precarious,  as  to  be  af- 
fected or  taken  away,  by  every  idle  hearsay, 
that  excellency  must  soon  disappear,  and  the 
best  form  of  government  now  upon  earth,  con- 
sequently sink  jntu  anarchy  and  confusion. 

My  Lords, 

The  words  of  my  bill  are  very  severe,  and  do 
not  bear  the  least  proportion  to  the  proofs 
which  have  been  produced  against  me : and  I 
humbly  hope,  that  my  past  sufferings  will  be 
looked  upon  as  a sufficient  punishment ; espe- 
cially since  it  is  hoc  pretended,  that  I have 
transgressed  any  law  yet  in  being. 

I propose  no  great  happiness  in.  this  life,  and 
would  willingly  avoid  as  much  misery  as  I 
couffi  ; and  mUst  therefore  humbly  beseech 
your  lordships,  to  look  upon  me  ns  a stranger  j 
jn  your  kingdom,  and  a person,  as  I really  am.  i 
inconsiderable  in  myself;  and  consequently,  ! 
incapable  of  doing  the  least  prejudice  to  any 
S°vernmcnt. 

Par  my  behaviour,  I am  willing  to  give  the 
best  sureties  btfntft* 
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approved  of,  I hope  your  lordships  will  give 
me  leave  to  retire  to  some 'other  part  of  the 
world,  where  I may  enjoy  my  poverty  with 
freedom. 

But,  let  my  fate  be  what  it  will,  I shall  ever 
pray  for  your  lordships’  particular  welfare,  as 
well  as  the  general  prosperity  of  the  kingdom. 

And  so  resign  myself,  with  the  utmost  humi- 
lity, to  your  lordships’  great  clemency,  justice, 
and  compassion. 

It  being  near  twelve  at  night  when  Mr.  Kelly 
had  done  speaking,  the  farther  proceedings  on 
bis  Trial  was  adjourned  to  die  next  day,  when 
the  Bill  agai'.u  him  being  read  the  third  time, 
the  lord  Bathurst  offered  a Rider  to  be  added 
to  the  said  Bill,  which  was  read  by  the  clerk  as 
follows,  viz. 

‘ Provided  always,  that  if  the  said  George 
‘ Kelly,  alias  Johnson,  shall,  at  any  time,  give 
‘ security,  such  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the 
‘ two  Chief  Justices,  That  lie  will,  within  one 
‘ month,  depart  his  Majesty’s  dominions,  and 
‘ not  return  again  without  the  licence  of  his 
‘ Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  then  the 
1 said  George  Kelly,  alias  Johnson,  shall  he  at 
* liberty  to  depart,  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the 
1 contrary  notwithstanding.’ 

And  a motion  being  made  and  the  question 
put,  whether  the  said  Rider  should  be  read  a 
second  time,  it  was  carried  in  :he  negative  by 
8S  voices  against  38 ; upon  which  the  follow- 
ing Peers  entered  their  Dissent,  viz.  Osborn, 
Anulesea,  Craven,  Guilford,  Stawell,  North- 
ampton, Middleton,  Gower,  Fran.  Cestriens’, 
Scarsriale,  Trevor,  Bathurst,  Strafford,  Avles- 
ford,  Salisbury,  Pouiel,  Bruce,  Ashburnfiam, 
Dartmouth,  Mpsham,  Weston,  Hay.  Brook, 
Litchfield,  Foley,  Exeter,  Berkeley  de  Stralion, 
Compton,  Uxbridge,  Arundel,  Cardigan,  Mont- 
joy,  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Bingley. 

The  Bill  against  Kelly  passed.]  Then  the 
question  being  put,  That  the  Bill  do  pass,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  by  79  against  41. 

Protest  against  it.] 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because,  we  think,  there  is  no  reason 
for  the  legislature  to  pass  a law,  ex  post  facto, 
to  punish  this  person  for  the  treasonable  cor- 
respondence he  is  guilty  of ; he  being  in  cus- 
tody, and  may  be  brought  to  a legal  trial  in  one 
of  the  courts  of  justice. 

2.  “ We  conceive  the  want  or  defect  of  such 
clear  and  plain  evidence  as,  by  the  laws  of  this 
kingdom,  is  required  to  convict  any  person  of 
high  treason,  no  sufficient  reason  to  warrant 
the  exercise  of  the  legislative  power  in  making 
a new  law  for  his  punishment ; because  such 
laws  being  made  for  the  protection  of  innocent 
persons,  from  suffering  by  false,  uncertain  or 
doubtful  evidence,  every  subject  is  intitled  to 
the  benefit  of  those  laws,  when  he  shall  fall 
under  an  accusation  of  high  treason. 

3.  “ Because;  as  we  conceive,  by  the  rules 

t:of,ha'tiii'J;lrjiKtice;lairs  -fiftt  made. 
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as  directions  for  men's  actions  and  obedience, 
and  punishment  inflicted  for  putting  those  laws 
iu  execution  against  offenders ; and  that  there- 
fore punishing  by  a law,  made  after  the  offence 
committed,  is  not  agreeable  to  reason  or  jus- 
tice, except  only  in  the  case  of  real  and  up- 
pareuv  necessity  to  prevent  the  immediate  roiu 
of  a government,  which  we  do  not  think  to  be 
the  prescul  case,  or  can  bear  any  resemblance 
to  it. 

•V  " Because  the  proceedings  of  the  legisla- 
tive power,  in  making  laws,  can  be  governed 
by  no  rule  but  that  of  their  own  discretion  and 
pleasure ; and  therefore  the  making  laws  to  in- 
flict pains  and  penalties  on  particular  persons 
must,  ns  we  conceive,  lead  to  expose  the  lives, 
liberties  and  properties  of  the  subjects  to  an 
arbitrary  discretion  ; and  consequently  render 
them  precarious  in  the  enjoyment  of  those 
blessings,  which  by  our  excellent  constitution 
and  government  they  have  always  had  an  un- 
controulable  right  to  hold  and  enjoy,  till  for- 
feited fnr  some  crime,  and  the  person  offending 
legally  convicted  thereof,  upon  such  full  and 
positive  proof  as  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  do 
require. 

5.  “ Because  as  we  conceive  it  would  be  of 
dangerous  consequence  to  die  safely  ot'Jn- 
nocent  persons  to  allow  copies  of  letters  taken 
by  the  clerks  of  the  Post  Office,  though  sworn 
by  them  to  be  true  copies,  to  be  given  in  evi- 
dence ugninst  any  person  accused  of  bigh- 
treason,  especially  when  such  copies  are  not 
compared  with  the  origiuals  after  they  were 
taken,  and  the  origiuBl  letters  forwarded  on  by 
them  ore  not  produced,  because  the  original’s 
not  being  produced,  such  person  is  deprived 
of  an  opportunity  of  falsifying  those  copies ; 
and  though  there  should  be  any  mistake  com- 
mitted by  the  clerk  in  copying,  wliedicr  wil- 
fully or  by  negligence,  such  mistake  cannot  be 
detected  tor  want  of  the  origiual  writings  to 
compare  the  copies  with. 

6.  “ Because  the  proof  of  letters  or  other 

writings  in  criminal  prosecutions,  by  similitude 
and  comparison  of  hands,  being,  ns  we  con- 
ceive, a very  slight  and  weak  evidence,  because 
hands  may  be  too  easily  counterfeited,  and  the 
persons  e'xamiued  cannot  speak  positively,  but 
to  their  belief,  and  therefore  not  liable  to  be 
prosecuted  for  perjury,  bath,  na  we  conceive, 
very  justly  been  discouraged  in  such  times,  when 
the*  administration  of  justice  hulii  been  most 
impartial  ; and  convictions  of  high-treason, 
grounded  on  such  evidence,  have  been  reversed, 
by  act  of  parliament,  for  that  ami.  other  rea- 
sons.  (.$/giicff),Pomfrer,  Fr.Cestrieos’, Straf- 

ford, Middleton,  Ayletlbrdi  Bathurst, 
Lite;  1 1 lie  Iff,  Weston,  Salisbury,  Brooke, 
Hay,  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Ashburn- 
liaiii,  Osborn,  Compton,  Bruce,  Trevor, 
Cardigan,  Exeter,  Stuneil,  Auglesea, 
Gower,  Maslmm,  Bingley,  Uxbridge, 
Berkeley  de  Stratton,  Scarsdule,  Den- 
bigh, W burton,  Northampton,  Craven, 
Guilford,  Poulett,  Dartmouth.  Foley, 


Proceedings  against  the  Bishop  or  Ro- 
chester.] May  6.  The  bishup  of  Rochester 
was  brought  to.  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
to  make  his  defence  against  the  bill,  1 To  inflict 
certain  pains  and  ponullics  upon  him,’  with 
the  assistance  of  his  counsel,  sir  Constnn- 
tine  Phipps  and  Mr.  Wynne.  After  the  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  the  king's  counsel  opened  the 
nature  of  it,  displayed  the  heinousness  of  the 
late  horrid  and  execrable  conspiracy,  and,  in 
particular,  aggravated  the  crime  of  the  prisoner 
at  the  bar,  who,  as  the  preamble  suggested, 

‘ was  principally  concerned  in  forming,  direct- 
1 ing,  and  carrying  on  tbe  said  nicked  and 
‘ detestable  Plot.’ 

This  done,  in  order  to  prove  the  Conspiracy 
in  general,  they  offered  to  read  several  Extracts 
of  Letters,  which  the  government  had  received 
from  abroad : but  this  was  opposed  by  the 
Bishop  and  his  couusel,  who  alledged,  ‘ That 
Extracts  of  Letters,  some  of  them  from  ano- 
nymous,  at  least,  from  unknown  persons,  ought 
not  to  be  admitted  as  evideuce,  and  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  method  of  legal  proceedings/ 
the  origiuals  themselves  ought  ■ to  be  pro- 

After  tbe  counsel  on  both  sides  had  can- 
vassed the  matter,  they  and  the  prisoner  were 
ordered  to  withdraw ; and  then  a motion  was 
niadej  and  the  question  .put,  That  tbe  Extract 
of  the  Letter  from  sir  Luke  Schaub  to  tbe  lord 
Carteret,  offered  by  the  counsel  for  the  bill,  be 
read  as  evidence,  which  being  carried  in  the 
nflimative  by  95  voices  against  37,  another 
motion  was  made  anil  the  question  put,  Whe- 
ther tbe  advice  inclosed  in  the  letttr  from  sir 
Luke  Schaub  be  read,  though  this  House  be  not 
acquainted  with  the  person  who  gave  that  ad- 

This  question  being  also  resolved  in  the  affir- 
mative, the  following  lords  entered  their  dis- 
sent, via.  Strafford,  Osborne,  Craven,  Salisbury, 
Northampton,  Scarsdnle,  Aylesford,  Gower, 
Powlet,  Fr.  Cestrien’,  Masharo,  Anglesea, 
Cowper,  Brook,  Litchfield,  Bruce,  Denbigh, 
Guilford,  Dartmouth,  Trevor,  Foley,  Exeter, 
Montjoy,  Weston,  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Compton,  Cardigan,  Bingley,  Ashburnham. 

Then  the  Counsel  for  the  Bill  offered  to  pro- 
duce copies  of  letters  intercepted  at  tbe  Post 
Office,  part  of  them  written  in  cypher,  mid 
afterwards  decypliered;  but  the  same  was 
strenuously  opposed  by  the  Bishop  and  bis 
counsel,  wbo  put  several  puzzling  questions  to 
Mr.  Willis,  one  of  the  decypherers,  about  the 
nature  and  certainty  of  their  art.  This  lasted 
till  about  nine  in  the  eveniug,  when  the  pri- 
soner and  tbe  counsel  on  both  sides  being  with- 
drawn, a motion  was  made,  and  the  question 
put,  That  Mr.  Willis  be  obliged  to  produce  his 
key  of  the  cypher:  this  question  being  resolved 
in  the  negative,  by  80  voices  against  43,  onr 
other  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  put. 
That  the  said  Letters  intercepted  at  the  Post 
Office  and  decypliered,  be  read  as  evidence, 
which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  then 

*"*  Put  w 
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the  next  da;,  anti  the  Bishop  remanded  to  die 
Tower. 

May  T.  The  bishop  was  brought  again  to  the 
bar,  where  the  counsel  for  the  Bill,  going  on 
with  their  Evideuce,  offered  to  read  the  Exa- 
minations and  Confessions  of  Philip  Neynoe, 
deceased.  This  was  strongly  opposed  by  the 
bishop  and  his  Counsel,  but  most  of  their  ob- 
jections having  been  nlready  over-ruled  in  the 
cases  of  Plunket  and  Kelly,  and  the  lord 
Townsheml  having  affirmed,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole*  attested  the  said  examinations,  it  was 
resolved,  by  a majority  of  85  voices  against  4 1, 
time  they  should  be  admitted  as  evidence ; upon 
which  the  said  examinations  were  read.  Then 
the  counsel  for  the  Bill  offered  to  read  several  let- 
ters intercepted  at  the  post-office:  Upon  which 
the  bishop  desired  and  insisted,  That  the  clerks 
of  the  post-office  be  examined  to  these  two  ques- 
tions. 1.  Whether  they  Inul  a sufficient  warrant 
and  authority  to  stop  and  open  the  said  letters, 
and  from  whom  they  Imd  such  authority?  2. 
Whether  the  clerks  of  the  post-office  who  co- 
pied the  letters,  whose  originals  bad  been  for- 
warded, had  intercepted  the  said  letters  them- 
selves, or  received  them  from  some  body  else  ? 

Resolution  to  suffer  no farther  Inquiry  into 


_*  “A  remarkable  event  bappened  at  this  time, 
1722,  which  contributed  very  much  to  the  fix- 
ing Mr.  Walpole’s  interest  and  power  then  with 
the  king,  and  manifesting  fresh  proofs  of  his 
abilities  and  usefulness  as  a minister.  It  was 
the  management  of  a discovery  made  by  the 
regent  of  Prance  to  the  government  here  of  a 
Plot  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  formed  and 
carried  on  principally  by  Alterbury,  bishop  of 
Rochester,  a man  of  great  parts,  and  of  a most 
restless  and  turbulent  spirit,  daring  and  enter- 
prizing,  though  then  very  infirm,  and  capable 
of  any  artifice ; but  proud  aud  passionate,  and 
not  of  judgment  enough  for  the  undertakings  he. 
engaged  in.  Ills  views  were  not  only  to  be  the 
first  churchman,  but  the-first  man  also  in  the 
state,  not  less  thnu  Wolscy,  whom  he  admired 
and  thought  to  imitate;  and  found  lie  could  . 
only  succeed  in  tins,  by  the  merit  of  his  over- 
turning the  present  government,  and  advancing 
that  of  the  Pretender-in  its  stead.  He  had  been 
long  projecting  this  revolution ; but  went  now 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  discontents  in  the 
kingdom,  arising  from  the  South  Sea  transac- 
tions in  the  year  20,  which  were  still  fresh  in 
minds  and  hearts  of  the  people,  especially  the 
sufferers,  many  of  whom  imputed  tbeir  losses  to 
the  government,  as  designing  by  a fraud  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  property,  and  propagated 
this  notion,  with  too  much  success,  among  the 
people  in  general. 

“ When  this  intimation  was  given  from  the 
Regent  (who,  it  was  .said,  did  it  on  condition 
dint  no  one  should  die  lor  it)  the  difficulty  of 
getting  to  the  bottom  and  fixing  the  evidence 
ofit  still  remained  j but  when  that  was  effected, 
■n  a great  measure  by  Mr.  Walpole's  dexterity, 
who  Imd  the  ighSaSpartije  osimvcffingr  thiSidas-li 


the  Secretary  of  State's  Warrantsfor  intercept- 
ing Letters .]  The  bishop  and  the  counsel  on 
both  sides  being  withdrawn,  the  following  ques- 
tion was  put,  “ That  it  Is  inconsistent  with  the 
public  safety,  as  well  as  unnecessary  for  the 
prisoner's  Defence,  to  suffer  any  farther  inquiry 
to  be  mnde  upon  du3  occasion  into  the  War- 
rants, which  have  been  granted  by  the  Secre- 
taries of  Slate,  for  stopping  and  opening  of  Let- 
ters which  should  come  or  go  by  the  post,  or 
iuto  the  methods,  that  have  been  taken  by  (he 
proper  officers  at  the  post-office,  in  obedience 
to  such  Warrants.” 

Protest  against  the  said  Resolution .]  After 
a debate,  that  lasted  till  near  eleven  at  night, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  82  voices 
against  40. 

11  Dissentient’ 

1.  “ We  hnmbiy  apprehend,  that  in  all  cri- 
minal prosecutions,  the  cross-examining  of  wit- 
nesses is  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  pri- 
soner, and  for  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  are 
to  judge  of  the  facts  alledged  against  him,  in 
order  to  die  discovering  of  truth,  and  detecting 
any  fraudolent  evidence  which  should  he  of- 
fered ; and  the  resolution  above  recited  does, 


mystery,  the  prosecution  was  as  difficult  to  ma- 
nage us  the  other,  from  the  want,  in  most  of  the 
cases,  of  legal  proofs  to  convict  the  criminals  at 
law,  and  from  the  necessity  not  to'  let  them  go 
without  some  degree  of  punishment  that  might 
be  a security  to  the  government  against  the  like 
attempts  for  the  future,  and  worthy  of  the  no- 
tice the  government  had  taken  ofthis.  This  he 
also  undertook  anil  carried  through  in  Parlia- 
ment with  great  skill  and  clearness,  and  made 
it  serve  another  purpose  too,  he  always  aimed 
at,  the  setting  the  Whigs  against  the  Tories  ns 
Jacobites,  which  all  of  them  gave  tou  much 
handle  for'  on  this  and  many  other  occasions, 
and  making  therefore  combinations  between 
them  and  any  body  of  Whigs  to  be  impractica- 
ble : and  it  had  that  effect  for  some  time.  In 
the  proceedings  in  the  Huuse  of  Lords  against 
the  Lishop,  he  appeared  as  a witness  for  the  go- 
vernment to  some  things  which  had  been  so- 
lemnly denied  by  the  other  ; the  bishop  used  all 
tlic  art  his  guilt  would  admit  nf,  to  perplex  nnd 
make  Mr.  Walpole  contradict  himself,  bat  he 
was  too  bard  for  the  bishop  upon  every  turn, 
although  a greater  trial  of  skill  this  way,  scarce 
ever  happened  between  two  such  combatants. 
The  one  fighting  for  his  reputation,  the  other 
for  his  acquittal.  The  expectation  of  people  in 
1 it,  as  they  were  differently  iuclined  to  the  par- 
ties, and  the  cause  and  t he  solemnity  of  it  from 
the  place  and  the  audience  it  wns  in,  mnde  it 
look  like  a listed  field  for  a combat  of  another 
sort,  and  the  joy  of  victory  ns  great  ns  there. 

! To  say  tli*  truth,  the  bishop  sunk  under  the 

Sht  of  liis  guilt,  and  indeed  the  whole  of  his 
nee,  as  made  by  himself,-  was  not  adequate 
1 to  his  real  abilities.”  Speaker  Onslow’s  Re- 
marks on  various  parts  of  sir  Rohert  Walpole’s 
ipt  553. 
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in  our  opinions,  (lebnr  the  bishop  of  Rochester, 
and  every  other  person  concerned,  from  asking 
any  questions  of  the  clerks  of  the  post-office, 
who  nro  brought  as  witnesses  to  the  bar,  relat- 
ing to  the  stopping  and  opening  the  post-let- 
ters, though  letters  pretended  to  be  Btoppedand 
opened  nt  the  post-office  are  rend  as  evidence 
against  the  prisoner;  and  we  conceive,  thatthe 
preventing  any  .further  inquiry  on  these  bends 
must  lay  this  House  under  great  difficulties, 
when  they  come  to  form  a judgment  on  those 
letters,  the  vultdity  of  which  will,  in  a great 
measure,  depend  on  the  proof  given  of  their 
Spins  been  truly  slopped  and  opened  us  as- 
sented. 

2.  “ We  apprehend  it  to  bo  impossible  for 
this  House  to  determine,  that  the  inquiry  which 
is  desired  is  unnecessary  to  the  defence  of  the 
prisoner,  till  he  shall  come  to  make  the  appli- 
cation ; and,  wo  conceive,  he  should  have  the 
liberty  of  asking  what  questions  he  or  his  coun- 
sel'think  proper  of  the  clerks  of  the  Post-office, 
relating  to  the  stopping  and  opening  of  letters. 
Without  acquainting  the  House  what  us'e  he  in- 
tends id  limke  of  their  answers  ; ami  this  ap- 
pears to  ns  to  be  highly  reasonable,  essential  to 
justice,  and  warranted  by  the  methods  which 
this  House  has  hitherto  allowed  the  counsel  for 
the  support  of  the  Bill  to  proceed  in,  who  have, 
during  the  whole  course  of  this  examination, 
reserved  the  application  of  the  evidence  they 
have  offered  till  they  should  judge  convenient 
to  make  it. — (Signed,)  Northampton,  Foley, 
Ashburnlmm,  Litchfield,  Exeter,  Brooke, 
Aylesford,  Fran.  Cestriens',  Uxbridge, 
Denbigh,  Strafford,  Pouletl,  Compton, 
Bruce,  Craven,  Binglcv,  Pumfrec, 
Trevor,  Hay,  Weston,  Wharton,  Wil- 
loughby de  Broke,  Scarsdale,  Anglesea, 
Bathurst,  Mashnm,  Osborne,  Gower, 
Moumjoy,  Cardigan." 

Farther  Proceedings  against  the.  Bishop  of 
Itochestef.)  May  8.  The  bishop  of  Rochester 
Being  brought  again  to  the  bar,  the  counsel  for 
the  Bill  went  on  with  the  rest  of  their  evi- 
dence. In  this  day’s  proceeding  William 
Wood,  late  coachman  to'the  bishop,  being  pro- 
duced as  a witness,  the  Bishop  asked  him,  what 
reward  he  had  received,  or  been  promised,  to 
depose  against  his  master?  Which  being  repre- 
sented as  a brow-beating  of  the  King’s  evi- 
dence, the  Lord  Chancellor  reprimanded  the 
prisoner  for  it.  The  counsel  for  the  Bill,  hav- 
ing summed  up  their  evidence  about  four  in 
the  afternoon,  the  lords  adjourned  to  the  next 

May  9.  The  House  being  sat,  and  the  Bi- 
shop brought  to  the  bar,  bis  Counsel  made 
some  remarks  on  the  Evidence  produced  on 
the  other  side,  nnd  opened  the  evidence  they 
lmd  to  offer  in  defence  of  their  client.  Their 
chief  business  being  to  invalidate  Neynoe’s 
examinations,  on  which  great  stress  wus  laid  by 
the  counsel  for  the  Bill,  they ‘observed,  “ That 
what  lie  pretended  to  know  of  the  bishop  of 
Rochester  wits  only  by  hearsay  front  Mr.  George 


Kelly : But  that  as  hearsay  was  never  admitted 
ns  legal  proof,  much  less  ought  it  to  have  any 
w eight  in  this  case,  where  a dead  man’s (Neynoe) 
hearsay  was  denied,  and  contradicted  by  Kelly 
now  alive  ; That  Ncynoe’s  examinations  were 
neither  sworn  to,  nor  signed  by  him ; but, 
were  be  still  living,  and  offered  10  confirm  them 
by  oath,  they  could  hardly  "be  of  any  lorce, 
since  they  were  ready  to  prove,  that  lie  was 
drawn  in  to  say  and  misiiy,  and  to  nflirm  or  de- 
ny any  thing.”  To  this  purpose  they  offered 
to  examine  three  witnesses,  viz.  Mr.  Bingley, 
Mr.  Skccne,  and  Mr.Stewurt,  who  were  in  the 
custody  of  a state  messenger  at  the  same  time 
with  Neynoe,  and  had  an  opportunity  to  con- 
versc.or  to  communicate  together;  but  before 
they  entered  upon  ibat  examination,  the  bishop 
taking  notice  that  Mr.  Walpole  was  at  the  bar, 
said,  It  was  not  proper  lie  should  bear  deposi- 
tions that  affected  Liui:  Hereupon  Mr.  Wal- 
pole wilhdrewr. 

Mr.  Bingley  being  sworn,  related  what  he 
knew  concerning  Philip  Neynoe,  with  whom 
he  had  a great  intimacy,  nnd  was  stopt  with 
him  nt  Deal;  as  they  endeavoured  to  go  over 
into  France : particularly,  “ That  Neynoe  hav- 
ing been  taken  up  some  time  before,  upon  ac- 
count of  several  scurrilous  libels  he  had  writ 
against  the  government,  and  published  in  the 
Freeholders  Journal,  and  being  under  an  appie- 
bension  of  being  treated  with  the  utmost  seve- 
rity of  the  law  on  the  one  hand,  and  tempted 
with  large  promises  of  reward  on  the  other,  he 
consented  to  be  employed  by  the  ministers,  nnd 
to  accuse  the  earl  of  Orrery,  the  bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  several  other  innocent  persons, 
of  having  formed  a conspiracy  against  the  go- 
vernment; that  the  lord  Townsheatf  declared 
a prejudice,  upon  some  private  accounr,  to  the 
Bishop,  anil  was  resolved  to  pull  down  the 
pride  of  that  haughty  prelate:  That  Mr.  Wal- 

Eole  instructed  him  (Neynoe)  in  private,  what 
e should  say  in  Ids  examinations  before  the 
lords  of  the  council,  and,  at  divers  times  gave 
him  great  sums  of  money : That  Neynoe,  who 
all  this  while  had  nothing  in  view,  but  to  im- 
pose on  those  who  obliged  him  to  act  so  vil- 
lainous a part,  and  to  gel  out  of  their  reach, 
proposed  to  the  ministers  his  going  over  to 
France,  in  order  to  gain  farther  intelligence  of 
the  conspiracy,  by  narrowly  observing  the  steps 
of  the  earl  of  Mar,  lord  Lnnsdowne,  and  other 
persons  suspected  of  being  agents  for  the  Pre- 
tender in  France ; Thnt  Mr.  Walpole  seemed 
at  first  to  approve  this  overture,  but,  whatever 
was  the  reason,  he  afterwards  changed  his  opi- 
nion, and  suspecting  Neynoe's  true  intention 
was  to  cheat  him,  anil  give  him  the  slip,  ho 
caused  him  to  be  watched,  nnd  stopt  nt  Deal. 

This  deponent  (Mr.  Bingley)  added,  “ That 
heliitnsell  lmd  been  tampered  with,  and  offered  ■ 
a reward  of  30l >1.  if  he  would  turn  evidence 
against  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  which  he  re- 
fused to  do. 

The  Lord  Viscount  Toicnshend,  who,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Walpole,  was  charged  by  this  deposition. 
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in  liis  own  vindication  observed,  That  do  regard 
ought  to  be  bad  to  the  evidence  of  a notorious 
and  zealous  Jacobite,  who  hud  been  convicted, 
whipt,  pilloried,  and  imprisoned  at  Dublin, 
upon  two  Indictments,  one  for  publishing  a 
treasonable  Book  called  ‘ Nero,’  the  other  for 
speaking  treasonable  words,  and  this  after  hav- 
ing taken  the  oaths  to  the  government : all 
, which,  in  his  opinion,  made  him  a less  credible 
witriess  in  the  present  case,  than  if  he  had,  in  a 
common  trial,  been  proved  a perjured  witness. 
Mr.  Skeene  confirmed,  upon  oath,  a great 

Sift  of  Mr.  Bingley’s  deposition,  adding,  That 
oynoe,  pursuant  to  his  instructions  from  the 
minister  who  employed  him,  had  proposed  to 
him  to  he  evidence  against  the  lord  Orrery 
and  the  bishop  of  Rochester  ; but  that  having 
rejected  his  proposals,  he  confessed  to  him 
and  Mr.  Stewart,  that  all  he  had  done  was 
only  to  amuse  the  ministers  till  lie  could  get 
out  of  their  power,  but  that  he  had  rather  be 
turn  in  pieces  by  wild  horses,  than  be  an  evi- 
dence, and  confirln  by  oath,  before  a court  of 

Sicature,  what  he  had  been  obliged  to  say 
>re  the  lords  of  the  council  ; that  being  ooe 
day  in  private  with  the  minister  nbovemention- 
ed,  he  was  struck  with  such  remorse  and  in- 
dignation at  the  infamous  part  die  forced  him 
to  act,  that  lie  was  upon -the  point  of  seizing  oil 
a sword  that  lay  on  the  table,  and  running  bim 
through,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  conspi- 
racy. And  that  this  deponent  having  asked 
Neynoe,  Whether  he  knew  any  thing  of  a piot  ? 
He  answered,  that  lie  knew  of  two,  one  of  Mr. 
Walpole’s  agaiust  some  great  men,  the  other 
of  his  own,  w hich  was  only  to  get  eighteen  or 
twenty  thousand  pounds  from  Mr.  Walpole  : 
and  whatever  became  of  the  first,  he  doubted 
not  but  he  would  have  brought  the  other  to 
hear,  had  he  once  set  foot  on  the  French  shore, 
and  had  not  Bingley’s  blundering  marred  all. 
Moreover  Mr.  Skeene  endeavoured  wholly  to 
destroy  captain  Pander's  deposition,  by  saying, 

‘ That  he  never  told  bim  any  thing,  but  what 
he  had  himself  out  of  the  public  news-papers.’ 
Mr.  Stewart  being  also  examined  upon  oath, 
confirmed  what  had  been  deposed  by  Mr.  Bing- 
Icy  and  Mr.  Skeene,  adding,  ‘ That  Neynoe 
had  endeavoured  to  engage  him  to  turn  evi- 
dence against  ihe  earl  of  Orrery,  which  he  re- 
fused to  do,  having  never  spoke  but  once  with 
his  lordship,  to  whom  he  was  introduced  by  a 
gentleman,  upon  occasion  of  some  books  which 
be  was  to  get  for  him.’ 

Most  of  these  particulars  were  confirmed  by 
Corbet  Kynaston,  esq.  who  deposed,  ‘ That  he 
had  them  from  Mr.  Bingley,  Mr.  Skeene,  and 
Mr.  Stewart,  before  Mr.  Neynoe  was  drowned.’ 
This  being  over,  the  counsel  for  the  Bishop 
laboured  to  clear  him  from  the  most  material 
part  of  the  charge  against  him,  viz.  * That  he 
did  dictate  to  Mr.  George  Kelly  the  threelet- 
ters,  dated  April  20,  1722,  to  general  Dillon, 
the  late  earl  of  Mar,  .and  the  Pretender sug- 
gesting,  ‘ That  it  could  not  be  possible  he 
should,  at  thgf,  tme,  j&atfi  Igtjws,  Mwi 
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disabled  in  his  chamber,  and  constantly  attend- 
ed by  some  of  his  servants,  who  were  examined 
and  deposed,  that- no  stranger  came  near  him 
about  that  time,  and  for  some  time  before  and  . 
after;  and  that  they  never  knew  of  Mr.  Kelly's 
being  the  bishop’s  secretary,  or  being  intimate 
with  him,  which,  had  he  been  so,  could  not 
have  escaped  their  knowledge.’  The  counsel 
for  the  bishop  read  also  an  atfidavit  from  Mr. 
Gordon,  banker  at  Bologne,  importing,  ‘ That 
he  never  received  nor  forwarded  any  packets 
from  Mr.  George  Kelly,  nor  ever  had  any  deal- 
ings or  correspondence  with  him;’  and  they 
likewise  examined  witnesses,  and,  among  the 
rest,  Erasmus  Lewis,  esq.  to  prove  how  easily 
band-writing  may  be  counterfeited. 

These  Examinations  having  lasted  till  eleven 
at  night,  the  Lords  adjourned  to  next  morning, 
when  the  bishop’s  counsel  endeavoured  to  take 
off  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Radick  an  engraver, 
who  having  been  produced  and  examined  by 
the  council  for  the  Bill,  had  sworn  to  the  simi- 
litude of  the  seal  of  a letter  found  among  the 
bishop’s  papers,  with  the  seals  of  some  of  the 
intercepted  letters  : in  opposition  to  which  Mr. 
Johnson,  and  some  other  eminent  engravers 
gave  their  opinions  upon  oath,  “ That  a seal 
may  as  easily  be  counterfeited  as  writiug,  or 
which  is  the  same,  that  a seal  engraved  from 
the  impression  of  another  seal  may  be  so  per- 
fect, as  to  render  it  impossible  to  distinguish 
the  impression  of  the  original,  from  that  of  the 
counterfeit:”  an  experiment  of  which  was 
made  by  a lord,  who  produced  impressions  of 
two  different  seals,  so  exactly  like  one  another, 
that  one  of  the  engravers  was  deceived  by  them, 
and  judged  them  to  be  of  one  and  the  same 
seal.  This  affair  occasioned  great  debates  till 
four  in  theaflernoon,  when  the  Lords  adjourned 
during  pleasure. 

The  House  being  resumed,  the  bishop  of  Ro- 
chester examined  VV itnesses  to  falsify  the  Depo- 
sition of  John  Lawson,  baker  at  Bromley,  who, 
very  critically,  swore  to  all  the  days  and  times 
the  Bishop  went  to  and  from  London  and 
Bromley  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  20th  of 
August  1722.  And  further  deposed,  Thar  lie 
was  told  by  James  Day  and  Thomas  Farndcn, 
two  servants  of  the  Bishop,  that  he  had  n lit  of 
the  gout,  which  lasted  all  or  must  part  of  the 
time  between  his  going  to  Bromley,  next  before 
bis  lady’s  death,  and  his  coming  to  town  after 
she  was  buried ; and  that  the  said  Thomas 
Farnden  also  told  him,  that  among  those  who 
frequented  the  said  Bishop  at  Bromley  last 
summer,  were  the  lord  North  and  Grey,  who 
came  very  often,  the  lord  Bathurst,  sir  Con- 
stantine Phipps,  Mr.  Aldridge  a clergyman, 
and  Mr.  Wynne,  a counsellor.  Among  the 
rest,  the  helper  to  William  Wood,  the  Bishop’s 
late  coachman,  deposed.  That  he  had  been 
kept  in  close  custody  for  above  two  months, 

lie  knew  not  for  what. Being  asked  if  ever 

he  saw  Mr.  Kelly  alias  Johnson,  at  the  Bishop’s 
house  in  town,  or  at  Bromley,  he  answered  in 
the  negative:  adding,  That  if  he  had  been 
i^^.W'^Sii'Seeii'gx  or 
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bearing  of  him,  because  be  always  was  about 
the  bouse  anil  stables,  ami  as  he  conversed 
with  all  the  oilier  servants,  so  lie  knew  of  all 
the  comers  and,  goers.  And  ibnt  when  he  was 
at  Bromley,  one  Lawson  a baker,  came  to  biin, 
and  offered  him  a reward  of  ”00/.  (one  hull'  in 
hiuid)  if  lie  would  turn  evidence  against  the 
Bishop,  and  swear  that  Ur.  Kelly,  lord  North 
and  Grey,  and  some  other  lords  mid  gentlemen 
whom  he  should  name  to  him,  often  came  to- 
the  Bishop’s  house  at  Bromley  : Which  propo- 
sal he  rejected  with  scorn.  This  was  partly 
confirmed  by  two  or  three  more  of  the  Bishop's 
servants,  mid  other  witnesses,  whose  examina- 
tions having  lasted  till  uine  in  the  evening,  the 
Lords  adjourned  to  the  next  day*. 


* “Iu.  1723,  Pope  appeared  before  the 
Lords  at  the  luemorubie  trial  of  bishop  Attter- 
bury,  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  great  fami- 
liarity, and  frequent  correspondence.  Atter- 
bury  had  honestly  recommended  to  him  the 
study  of  lire  Popish  controversy,  in  hope  of  his 
conversion;  to  which  Pope  answered  in  a 
manner  that  cannot  much  recommend  his  prin- 
ciples, or  Jiis  judgment.  In  questions  and  pro- 
jects of  learning  they  agreed  better.  lie  was 
called  at  the  trial  to  give  an  account  of  Attet- 
bury's  domestic  life,  and  private  employment, 
that  it  otight  appear  how  little  time  he  Imd  left 
for  plots.  Pope  had  but  few  words  to  utter, 
and  in  those  few  he  made  several  blunders. 
His  letters  to  Atterbury  express  the  utmost 
esteem,  teuderness,  and  gratitude : * Perhaps,' 
■ays  ho,-*  it  is  not  only  iu  this  world  that  1 may 
‘ have  cause  to  remember  the  bishop  of  Itochi-s- 
‘ ter.'  At  their  last  interview  in  the  Tower, 
Atterbury  presented  iliui  with  a Bible."  Dr. 
Johnson. 

While  Atterbury  was  in  the' Tower  the  fol- 
lowing Correspondence  took  place  between  the 
Bishop  and  Ur.  Pupe  i 

The  Bishop  of  RqcHESrEB  to  Mr.  Poes. 

" Dear  Sir,  The  Tower,  A pril  10, 1723. 

“ I thank  you  for  nil  the  instances  of  your 
friendship,  both  before  and  since  my  misfor- 
tunes. A little  time  will  complent  them,  and 
separate  you  and  me  for  ever.  But  in  what 
part  of  the  world  soever  I am,  I will  live  mind- 
ful of  your  sincere  kinduess  to  me  ; and  will 
please  myself  with  the  thought,  that  I still  live  in 
your  esteem  and  affection,  ns  much  as  ever  I 
did  ; and  that  no  accidents  of  life,  no  distance 
of  time  or  place,  will  alter  you  in  that  respect. 
It  never  can  rue ; who  have  loved  dkrf  valued 
yop  ever  since  I knew  you,  and  shall  not  fail  to 
do  it  when  1 am  not  allowed  to  tell  you  so ; ns 
the  case  will  soon  he.  Give  my  faithful  ser- 
vices to  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  and  thanks  for  what  he 
sent  me,  which  was  much  to  the  purpose,  if 
any  thing  can  be  said  to  be  to  the  purpose  in 
a case  that  is  already  determined.  I.et  him 
know  my  defence  will  be  such,  that  neither  my 
friends  need  blush  for  me,  nor  will  my  enemies 
have  great^!;tf^i()n.|J 


The  Bishop  op  Rochester's  Defehce  at 
tup.  Ban  nr  iue  IIouse  op  Loans:]  May  11. 
The  Bishop  being  again  brought  to  the  liar,  sir 
Constantine  Phipps  made  n recapitulation  of 
the  .Evidence  fur:  I us  client,  which  was  enlarged 
upon  by  Mr.  Wynne,  who,  at  the  same  time, 
mnde  some  nice  observations  on  the  evidence 
given  for  the  Bill : which  being  over, 

The  Bishop  spoke  in  his  own  Defence,  as 
follows: 

My  Lords, 

I have  been  under  a very-long  and  close  con- 
finement, and  have  been  treated  with  such  se- 
verity, and  so  great  indignity,  as  I believe  no 
prisoner  in  the  Tower  of  my  age,  and  function, 


the  victory.  I shall  want  his  advice  before  I 
go  abroad,  in  many  things.  But  I question 
whether  I shall  be  permitted  to  see  him,  or  any, 
body,  but  such  as  are- absolutely  necessary  to- 
wards the  dispatch  of  ray  private  affaire.  If  so, 
God  bless  you  both  ! and  may  no  part  of  the 
ill  fortune  thut  attends  me,  ever  pursue  either 
of  you  ! I know  not  but  I tuny  call  upon  you 
at  my  hearing,  to  say  somewbut  about  my  way 
of  spending  my  time  at  the  deanry,  which  did' 
not  seem  calculated  toward;-  managing  pints’ 
and  conspiracies.  But  of  that  I shall  consi- 
der.  You  and  I have  spent  many  hours  to- 

gether upon  much  pleasanter  subjects ; and, 
that  I may  preserve  the  old  custom,  1 shall  not 
part  with  you  now  till  I have  closed  this  letter 
with  three  lines  of  Milton,  which  you  will  I 
know  rendily  and  not  without  some  degree  of 
concern  apply  fo  your  ever  affectionate,  &c. 

Fit.  Hoppes."' 
‘ Some  natural  tears  he  dropt,  but  wip’d  them 

‘ The  world  was  all  before  him,  where  to  chuse 
■ llis  place  of  rest,  and  Providence  his  guide.’ 

Mr.  Pope  to  the  Bishop  of  Rochester. 

April  20,  1723,. 
“ It  is  not  possible  to  express  what  I think, 
and  wbnt  I feel;  only  this,  that  1 have  thought 
and  felt  for  nothing  but  yon,  for  some  time  • 
past,  and  shall  think  of  nothing  so  long  for  the 
time  to  come.  The  greatest  comfort  I hart  was  nu 
intention  (whicli  I would  have  made  prnctica- 
cablc)  to  have  attended  yon  in  your  journey, 
to  which  I had  brought  that  person  to  cousent, 
who  only  could  have  hindered  me,  by  a tio 
which,  though  it  may  be  more  tender,  1 do  not 
think  mure  strong,  than  that  of  friendship. 
But  I fear  there  will  be  no  way  left  me  to  tell 
ou  this  great  troth,  that  I remember  you,  that 
love  you,  thnt  I am  grateful  to  you,  that  I 
entirely  esteem  and  value  you : no  way  hut. 
that  one,  which  needs  no  open  warrant  to  au- 
thorize it  or  secret  conveyance  to  secure  it ; 
which  no  bills  can  preclude,  and  no  kings  pre- 
vent; a way  thnt  can  reach  to  any  part  of  the 
world  where  you  may  be,  where  the  very  whis- 
per or  even  the  wish  of  a friend  must  not  be 
beard,  or  evpn  suspected:  by  this  way,  I dare 
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and  rank,  ever  was.  By  which  means,  what 
strength  and  use  of  my  limbs  I had  when  I 
was  first  committed  in  August  last,  is  now  so 
far  declined,  that  I am  very  unfit  to  make  roy 
defence  against  a Bill  of  such  nu  extraordinary 
nature. 

- The  great  weakness  of  body  and  mind  under 
which  I labour,  such  usage,  such  hardships, 
such  insults  as  I have  undergone,  might  have 
broken  a more  resolute  spirit,  and  much 
stronger  constitution  than  falls  to  my  ahnre. 
Your  lordships  were  pleased  to  permit  me  to 
appear  before  the  House  of  Commons,  if  1 
thought  fit,  Jest  that  should,  be  turned  to  my 
disadvantage,  as,  in  tact,  the  counsel  for  the  bid 
have  done  their  utmost  towards  it. 


I should  not  have  thought  to  decline  any 
occasion  of  justifying  'myself;  hut  I beg  leave 
to  tell  your  lordships  some  of  the  reasons  why 
I did  not  appear  there,  and  make  use  of  ihe 
leave  your  lordships  gave  me. 

After  seven  mom  lit  of  close  imprisonment,,  I 
wa3  not  a little  Surprised  when  1 heard  it  was 
thus  resulted,  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
March  1 1.  ‘ That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
‘ that  Francis,  Lord  Bishop  ofRochestcr,  was 
‘ principally  concerned  in  forming,  directing, 
‘ and  currying  on  a detestable  conspiracy, 
‘ &c.’ 

Upon  dnly  weighing  which  resolution,  and 
the  copy  of  the  bill,  1 found  not  any  thing 
charged  in  the  bill,  but  what  was  fully  con- 


tell  my  esteem  and  affection  of  yon  to  your 
enemies  in  the  gates ; mid  yon,  and  they,  and 
their  sons,  may  hear  of  it. 

“ You  prove  yourself,  my  lord,  to  know  me 
for  the  friend  1 am ; in  judging  that  the  man- 
ner of  your  defeuce,  and  your  reputation  by 
it,  is  a point  of  the  highest  concern  to  me;  and 
assuring  me  it  shall  he  such,  that  none  of  your 
friends  shall  blush  for  you.  Let  me  further 
prompt  you  to  do  yourself  the  best  and  most 
lasting  justice:  the  instruments  of  your  fame 
to  posterity  will  be  in  your  own  hands.  May 
it  not  be,  that  Providence  has  appointed  you  19 
some  great  and  usefnl  work,  and  calls  you  to  it 
this  severe  way  ? you  may  more  eminently  and 
more  effectually  serve  the  public  even  now, 
than  in  the  stations  you  have  so  huoourahly 
filled.  Think  of  Tully,  Bacon,  and  Clarendon : 
is  it  not  the  latter,  the  disgraced  part  of  their 
lives,  which  you  most  envy,  and  which  you 
would  choose  to  have  lived  i 

“ 1 am  tenderly  sensible  of  the  wish  you  ex- 
press, that  uo  part  of  your  misfortune  may  pur- 
sue me.  But  God  knows  I am  every  day  less 
and  less  fond  of  my  native  country  (so  torn  as 
it  is  by  party  rage),  and  begin  to  consider  a 
friend  in  exile  as  a friend  in  death ; one  gone 
before,  where  I am  not  unwilling  nor  unpre- 
pared to  follow  after;  and  where  (however  va- 
rious or  uncertain  the  roads  and  voyages  of 
another  world  may  be)  I cannot  but  entertain 
» pleasing  hope  that  we  may  meet  again. 

, " I faithfully  assure  you,  that  in  the  mean 
time  there  is  no  one,  living  or  dead,  of  whom 
I shall  think  oftener  or  better  tlmn  of  you.  I 
shall  look  upon  you  as  in  a state  between  both, 
in  which  you  will  have  from  me  all  the  passions 
anil  warm  wishes  that  can  attend  the  living, 
*nd  all  the  respect  and  tender  sense  of  loss 
that  we  feel  for  the  dead.  And  I shall  ever 
depend  upon  your  constant  friendship,  kind 
memory,  and  good  offices,  though  I were  never 
to  see  or  hear  the  effects  of  them : like  the 
trust  we  have  in  benevolent  spirits,  who,  though 
we  never  see  or  hear  them,  we  think  are  con- 
stantly serving  us,  praying  for  us. 

“ Whenever  I am  wishing  to  write  to  you,  I 
shall  conclude  you  are  intentionally  doing  so  to 
me.  And  every, 

oehere  you  are  thinking  of  me.  I never  shall 


suffer  to  be -forgotten  (nay  to  be  but  faintly  re- 
membered) the  honour,  the  pleasure,  the  pride 
I must  ever  have,  in  reflecting  how  frequently 
you  hare  delighted  me,  how  kindly  you  bava 
distinguished  me,  how  cordially  you  have  ad- 
vised me  ! In  conversation,  in  study,  I shall  al- 
ways want  you  and  wish  for  you  : in  my  most 
lively,  and  in  my  most  thoughtful  hnurs,  I shnll 
equally  bear  about  me  the  impressions  of  you; 
and  perhaps  it  will  not  be  in  this  life  only,  that 
I shall  have  cause  to  remember  and  acknow- 
ledge the  friendship  of  the  Bishop  ofRochestcr. 
I am,  &c.  . A.  Pope." 

Mr.  Pope  to  the  Bishop  of  Rochester. 

[May,]  1*23. 

“ Once  more  I write  to  you  ns  I promised, 
and  this  once  I fear  will  be  the  last  f The  cur- 
tain will  soon  be  drawn  between  my  friend  and 
me,  and  nothing  left  but  to  wish  you  a long  good 
night.  May  you  enjoy  a state  of  repose  in  this 
life,  not  unlike  that  sleep  of  the  soul  which 
some  have  believed  is  to  succeed  it,  where  we 
lie  utterly  forgetful  of  that  world  from  which 
we  are  gone,  and  ripening  for  that  to  which 
we  are  to  go.  If  you  retain  any  memory  of  the 
past,  let  it  only  image  to  you  what  has  pleased 
you  best;  sometimes  present  a dream  of  an  ab- 
seht  friend,  or  bring  you  back  an  agreeable 
conversation.  But,  upon  the  whole,  I hope 
you  will  think  less  of  the  time  past  than  of  the 
future ; as  the  former  has  been  less  kind  to  you 
than  the  latter  infallibly  will  be.  Do  not  envy 
the  world  your  studies  ; they  will  tend  to  the 
benefit  of  men  against  whom  you  can  have  no 
complaint,  I mean  of  all  posterity  : and  per- 
haps, at  your  time  of  life,  nothing  else  is  worth 

life  but  n censure  or  critique  on  the  past? 
Those  whose  date  is  the  shortest,  live  long 
enough  to  laugh  at  one  half  of  it : the  boy  de- 
spises the  infant,  the  man  the.  boy,  the  philoso- 
pher both,  and  the  Christian  nil.  You  may 
now  begin  to  think  your  manhood  was  too 
much  a puerility ; and  you  will  never  softer 
vour  age  to  be  but  a second  infancy.  The  toys 
and  baubles  of  your  childhodfl  are' hardly  now 
fJtgSftdKWwiiPur'  riper 
and  of  cur  declining  years,  the  drums  and  rat- 
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tuined  nnd  previously  resolved  in  this  vote,  and 
therefore  whatsoever  should  have  been  offered 
on  my  behalf  to  that  House,  would  have  licen 
an  express  contradiction  to  it.  And  what  hopes 
I could  have  of  success  in  such  an  attempt,  I 
need  not  say;  what  they  sent  me,  was  the 
preamble  of  the  bill. only,  which  they  could  not 
alter,  consistent  with  what  they  hud  resolved. 

The  bill  itself  was  to  inflict  pains  and  penal- 
ties, which  followed,  but  there  was  no  room  to 
object  against  any  of  those  which  they  bad  not 
then  declared;  they  have  since  been  added, 
and  sent  up  to  your  lordships  in  like  manner, 
without  any  oath  made,  or  any  criminal  act 
proved  against  me  by  any  living  witness.  And 
is  a person,  thus  sentenced  below,  to  he  de- 
prived of  ail  his  preferment,  and  his  very  func- 
tion, and  to  be  a perpetual  exile,  and  to  be 
rendered  incapable  of  ■any  office  and  employ- 
ment ? to  be  one  whom  no  man  must  corres- 
pond with  by  letters,  messages,  or  otherwise  ? 
And,  my  Lords,  one  who  is  a bishop  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  a lord  of  Parliament  ? 

It  is  the  first  instance  wherein  a member  of 
this  House  hath  been  so  treated  nnd  prejudged, 
and  (as  I have  once  before  said  to  your  lord- 
ships, I pray  God  it  may  be  the  last,  and  that 
such  precedents  in  this  kingdom  may  not  be 
multiplied  in  after-times. 


ties  ef  ambition,  and  the  dirt  and  bubbles  of 
avarice.  At  this  lime,  wheii  you  are  cut  off 
from  a little  society,  and  made  a citizen  of  the 
world  at  large,  you.  should  bend  your  talents 
not  to  6erve  a party,  or  a few,  but  all  mnnkind. 
Your  genius  should  mount  above  that  mist  in 
which  its  participation  and  neighbourhood  with 
earth  long  involved  it;  to  shine  abroad  and  to 
heaven,  ought  to  be  the  business  and  the  glory 
of  your  present  situation.  Remember  it  wus  at 
such  a tune,  that  the  greatest  lights  of  antiquity 
dazzled  and  blazed  the  most,  in  their  retreat,  in 
their  exile,  or  in  their  death : but  why  do  I talk 
of  dnzzling  or  blazing?  it  was  then  that  they  did 
good,  that  they  gave  light,  and  that  they  be- 
came guides  to  mankind. 

“ Those  aims  alone  are  worthy  of  spirits  truly 

C,  nnd  such  I therefore  hope  will  be  yours. 

ntmeut  indeed  may  remain,  perhaps  can- 
not be  quite  extiuguished,  in  the  noblest  minds; 
but  revenge  never  will  harbour  there:  higher 
principles  than  those  of  the  first,  nnd  better 
principles  than  those  of  the  latter,  will  infallibly 
influence  men,  whose  thoughts  and  whose  hearts 
gre  enlarged,  and  cause  them  to  prefer  the 
whole  to  any  part  of  mankind,  especially  to  so 
small  a part  as  one’s  single  self. 

“ Believe  me,  my  lord,  I look  upon  you  as  a 
spirit  entered  into  another  life,  as  one  just  upon 
the  edge  of  immortality;  where  the  passions 
and  affections  must  be  much  more  exalted,  and 
where  you  ought  to  despise  all  little  views,  and 
all  mean  retrospects.  Nothing  is  worth  your 
looking  back ; and  therefore  look  forwnrd,  aud 
make  (as  you  can)  the  world  look  after  you. 
But  take  care  that  it  be  not  with  pity,  but  with 
esteem  hy  the  t.nivcsiiv  of 
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My  counsel  have  mnply  done  their  part,  by 
arguing  the  points  of  law,  by  explaining  nnd 
enforcing  the  evidence,  and  shewing  the  little 
colour,  appearance,  aiul  shadow  of  ptoufs 
against  rue,  (ppt)nit  me  to  call  them  so)  by 
answering  what  hath  been  offered  against  me, 
and  hy  setting  out  the  consequence  which  such 
a bill,  founded  nnd  carried  on  in  such  a mun-  1 
ner,  and  which  eliacls  such  severe  penalties, 
must  and  will  be  attended  with. 

Yet  it  becomes  me  to  say  something  for 
myself,  lest  my  silence  be  construed  consci-l 
ousness  of  guilt,  or  at  least  an  unwillingness  lo  j 
enter  into  matters  of  so  dark  and  perplexed,  so  ] 
nice  and  tender  a nature,  as  if  I was  not  able,  | 
or  did  not  care  to  clear  and  explain  myself,  anti  j 
rather  chose  to  leave  it  to  the  management  of  j 
others : I tlmnk  God  I am  under  no  such  re-  I 
straint,  and  can  speak  to  your  lordships  on  ibis  ] 
subject  with  great  freedom  and  pluinness. 

But  before  I proceed,  1 beg  leave  that  I may  I 
represent  to  your  lordships  some  particular  4 
hardships  under  which  1 have  laboured : 

My  Lords, 

The  first  is  rending  extracts  of  anonymous  j 
letters,  without  suffering  any  other  parts  of  the  1 
Same  letters,  though  relating  to  the  same  sub-1 

jeet,  to  he  read. Another  is,  excusing  the  j 

dccyphercrs  from  answering  questions  asked  by  j 


“ I am,  with  t|ie  greatest  sincerity,  and. pas- 1 
sion  for  your  fame  as  well  as  happiness,  your,  I 
&c.  A.  Pope.”  I 

“ Notwithstanding  this,  Mr.  Pope  was  con- 
vinced before  the  bishop's  dentil,  tlmt  during 
his  bnnishment  he  was  in  the  intrigues  of  the 
Pretender  : though,  when  he  took  his  leave  of 
Mr.  Pope,  he  told  him,  ‘ he  would  allow  him 
1 to  say  his  seutence  wns  just,  if  lie  ever  found 
‘ he  had  any  concerns  with  that  fnrnily  in  i 
‘exile.’”  Warburton. 

At  their  last  interview  in  the  Tower,  Attcr-I 
bury  presented  Pope  with  a Bible.  For  a . sin- 1 
gular  anecdote  respecting  this  Bible,  see  Pope'll 
Works,  vol.  8,  p.  153,  Bowles’s  Edition  180(1. 

“ Pope  presented  this  Ribleto  his  friend  Ralph 
Allen,  of  Prior  Park.  It  is  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Dqwngcr  Lady  llaw-arden,  to  whose 
late  husband  it  descended  on  his  marriage  with 
a coheiress  of  Mr.  Allen.  In  the  blank  leaf  at 
the  beginning  is  the  followiug  Inscription,  in 
the  hand-writing  of  Pope  : 

Franciscus  Episconns  Roffensis,  1 
Vir  admodum  venemnaus  et  amicissimos/  I 
Alexandra  Pope  dnnn  deilit,  u i I 
Jun.  17,  1728,  Anno  F.xilii  1". 

Cnpe  dona  extremu  tuorum 
Chiit  vir  voiierandus  Lutetiis  • I 
Mense  Februario,  Anno  Domini  1731-2-  V 
Exilio  3%  JEtatis  TV. 

Mar.  30,  1739. 

A.  Pope,  Radulplio  Allen,  viro  de  se 
Atque  omnibus  homiuibus  bc-ne  merito 
In  usum  sacelli  sui  Widcomhiensis  1 

LihraVyDigitisaion  ftnii , , PedlV  | 
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me,  and  which  I thought  necessary  for  my  de- 
fence, lest  they  should  revest  their  art.- The 

next  is,  not  suffering  me  to  he  answered  by.  the 
clerks  of  the  post  office,  lest  the  secrets  of  that 
office  should  lie  discovered.  Another,  was 'not 
suffering  a person,  who  had  been  «t  least' ten 
years  out  of  the  secretary’s  office,  to  answer 
any  questions  which  came  to  liis  kiiowledge  ly 
being  some  years  io  that  office. 

Another,  is  reading  examinations  neither 
dated,  signed,  or  sworn  to. 

Another,  is  reading  letters  supposed  to  be 
criminal,  writ  in  another  tiitin's  hand,  and  sup- 
posed tii  be  dictated  by  me,  without  offering 
any  proof,  that  I either  dictated  them,  or  was 

^ Another, _is  not  allowing  me  conics  of  the 
decypliered letters,  though  petitioned  for,  till  the 
(rial  Was  so  far  advanced,  and  I so  employed 
nnd  weakened  by  it,  ilmt  I had  not  sufficient 
time  to  consider  them.  Another,  is  not  allow- 
ing me  to  lead  nut  of  the  collection  of  papers 
before  the  House  any  part  of  them,  in  order 
to  discharge  myself,  hut  what  hath  been  read 

by  clerks. And  all  this  in  a proceeding 

where  the  counsel  for  ihe  bill  profess  they  have 
no  legal  evidence,  and  that  they  are  not  to  be 
Confined  10  the  rules  of  any  court  of  law  or  ! 
equity, though  a3  ofien  as  it  is  for  their  service,  ! 
they  constomly  shelter  themselves  under  it.  j 

My  Lords,  these  are  the  hardships  which  I 
previously  mention,  and  humbly  lay  before  your  ( 
lordships. 

By  your  lordships'  leave,  I proceed  now  to  | 
make  that  defence,  ns  well  as  1 am  able  to 
make  it  in  the  condition  of  health  I am  now  io, 
humbly  praying  your  lordships,  - if  I find  myself 
ill  any  degree  sinking  under  it,  that  you  will 
indulge  me,  and  allow  me  a little  time  to  goon. 
The  genernl  charge  of  ihe  bill,  is,  That  I have  j 
been  deeply  concerned  in  forming,  directing,  i 
and  carrying  on  a wicked  and  detestable  con-  | 
spirnty,  and  was  a principal  actor  therein. 

The  Charge  is  divided  into  two  heads: 

First,  Tlint  I traitorously  consulted  and  cor-  i 
responded  with  divers  persons,  to  raise  an 
insurrection,  &c.  in  this  kingdom,  to  procure 
foreign  forces  tn  invade  it,  &c. 

Secondly,  That  I traitofoosly  corresponded 
with  the  same  intent  with  petsons  employed, 
ftc.  But  neither  part  of  this  charge  hath  been 
made  good  by  the  counsel  fur  the  bill,  nor  have  i 
they  proved  nor  attempted  to  prove  me  at  one 
consultation,  nor  is  there  any  thing  tends  to- 
wards such  a proof,  except  the  exploded  story 
of  the  Burford  club,  and  two  or  three  hearsay 
iahamations  which  were  mentioned  of  rny  lord 
Strafford  nnd  others  (see  p.  225.)  ns  concerned 
m the  management  of  this  affair.  I have  met 
all  these  lords,  I own  it,  hut  at  different  rimes, 
nnd  upon  the  best  recollection!  can  make,  I 
never  was  in  all  ray  life  with  any  three  of  them 
*t  once,  unless  perhaps  about  some  general 
•natters  or  affairs  depending  in  Parliament. 
The  earl  of  Strafford  Imtli  visited  me,  nnd  I 
have,  wheu  in  health,  dined  with  him  once  at  | 
his  house.  At.  wTk.rtl^QrtVi'iS.5#Me rl  h nwjivt- 
VouVIII.  I 


eat ; though  I have  great  honour  for  him,  yet 
I never 'had  any  intimacy  with  him,  especially 
sined'  tlie  affair  of'  the  .Dormitory,  wherein  he 
appeared  so  against  tne,  that  I certainly  hpd 
lost  the 'cause  lmd  not  Tiis  affairs  called  him  to 
Holland. 

Diwson'h'atli  sworn,  tbatfthis  lord  did  often 
visit  the  at  Bromley,  hut  in  truth  he  never  was 
tbrie  nhos'e  twice  or  thrice  in  all  his  life-time. 

1 linve  not  been  once  these  two  years  with 
lord  Orrery  oil  any  business  whatsoever/  we 
twice 'dined  tooetlier  at  the  house  of  a person, 
whose  name  if  L should  mention,  your  lordships 
would  not  think  there  was  any  harm  at  all  *m 
dining  there.  Sir  Harry  Goring  I never  saw  in 
all  nty  life,  rill  he  saw  tne  at  St.  James’s,  and  he 
was  but  once  at  Bromley;  and  the  occasion  of 
his  coming  to  me,  was  his  placing  four  sons' at 
Westminster  school,  and  intending  to  breed  up 
some  of  them  to  the  gbspel:  The  last  time  I 
saw  sir  Harry  Goring,  was  about  twelve  months 
ago,  when  I promised  to  bring  down  one  of 
his  sons  to  be  upon  the  foundation  ; and  I shall 
be  sorry  if  l cannot  be  as  good  as  my  word. 

Your  lordships  will  excuse  me  for  being  so 
particular,  when  you  consider  how  dangeroua 
the  clrnrge  is,  and  how  lit  it  is  to  clear  the  per- 
sons charged,  from  such  mischievous  corres- 
pondence ; especially  since  it  is  with  these,  aud 
with  these  only  that  I have  been  speaking  of, 
it  is  insinuated  that  I have  consultations,  to 
forward  the  conspiracy. 

The  first  is  an  intent,  nnd  indeed  a conspi- 
racy, without  a consultation. 

But  how  hath  that  too  been  made  good  ? 
Ycur  lordships  will  observe  that  there  is  riot 
one  overt-act,  or  circumstance  of  time  or 
place,  mentioned,  proved,  or  alledged.  I have 
tint  therefore  consulted  or  conspir/d  at  home. 

The  uexr,  and  the  only'niaterinl  part  of  the 
charge,  is  corresponding  abroad  with  the  Pre- 
tender, &c. 

A high  and  heinous  accusation,  strongly 
asserted,  muefi  insisted  upon,  but  hew  main- 
tained, is  the  question  ? 

The  true  state  of  this  part  of  my  charge,  a* 
well  and  as  fully  as  1 can  recollect,  is  this,  (I 
will  not  in  any  degree  dissemble  before  you :) 
First,  That  I did  on  the  20th  of  April,  17^2, 
dictate  three  letters  to  Mr.  Dillon,  the  late 
lord  Mar.  nnd  to  the . Pretender  himself, 
onder  the  feigned  uames  of  drivers,  Musgrave, 
and  Jackson  ; to  which  letters  the  names  of 
Jones,  Illington,  and  1373,  were  all  by  my 
direction  subscribed. 

Secondly,  That  afterwards  two  letters  in 
answer  to  these  two  sent  to  Mar  and  Dilldn, 
one  dated  May  tltb,  and  the  oiher  July  the 
25th,  under  the  feigned  names  of  Mctfield  and 
Digby,  were  intercepted. 

Thirdly,  There  is  a certain  intercepted  cor- 
respondence between  the  Pretender  s ageuts 
abroad,  nnd  Kelly  here,  carried  on  by  him; 
and  that  I was  nt  the  head  of  it,  and  am 
answerable  for  what  if  contains. 

This  is  the  substance  of  my  Charge,  all  other1 
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they  thought  would  give  light  and  strength  to 
one  or  other  of  those  articles. 

As  10  Lite  lint  of  these  points,  ‘ That  I did 
* dictate  these  letters 

That  it  could  not  he  possible  that  I dictated 
these  letters,  hath  been  made  out  to  your  lord- 
ships by  such  a concurrence  of  evidence,  go 
clear,  lull,  and  legal,  as  I persuade  myself  can 
have  left  no  doubt  remniuing  upon  any  cnndiil 
and  indifferent  person  ; a plain  matter  of  fact, 
supported  by  such  testimony,  cannot  be  over- 
thrown by  little  guesses  and  consequential 
surmises. 

My  lords,  I was  under  the  known  difficulty 
of  proving  a negative,  which  in  many  cases  is 
not  to  be  done : but  it  so  happens  in  this  case, 
that  peculiar  circumstances  attend  it  as  to  point 
of  time.  My  being  disabled  in  my  chamber, 
and  attended  before  and  after  that  time  by  some 
of  my  servants,  and  receiving  frequent  messages' 
from’  others : The  agreeing  testimony  of  my 
servants,  that  no  stranger  came  near  me  about 
that  lime,  and  for  some  time  before  and  after, 
and  the  full  evidence  of  the  school  at  West- 
minster, hath  enabled  my  several  servants  to 
recollect  the  time,  and  to  furnish  such  a proof  of 
my  innocence  in  this  matter,  as  is  not  to  he 
mistaken,  and  shews  the  clearness  of  the  im- 
possibility of  it. 

The  clerks ' of  the  Post-Office  swear,  That 
they  believe  these  three  letters  to  be  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  Kelly,  my  supposed  amanuensis: 
Your  lordships  will  remember,  That  their  oaths 
were  at  four  months  distance  from  the  time  nf 
seeing  those  letters;  during  the  whole  series  of 
which  time,  it  never  hath  appeared  that  they 
have  compared  ane  original  with  another ; and 
the  only  original,  ns  a specimen,  hath  been 

firoved,  at  your  lordships'  bar,  not  to  be  the 
land-writing  of  Mr.  Kelly  ; and  be  pleased  to 
remember  the  very  supposition  of  Mr.  Kelly's 
being  my  secretary,  or  any  wavs  intimate  with 
me,  hath  been  fully  sworn  to  be  false. 

If  it  be  said.  Who  then  writ  these  letters ; 
and  with  what  view  were  they  writ  ? The  an- 
swer to  this  is  obvious,  my  being  here  at  vour 
lordships'  bar  sufficiently  explains  it.  It  is 
enough  to  prove  that  I dfd  not  write  or  dictate 
them,  and  I have  proved  it  abundantly.  Let 
but  any  momentous  part  of  the  charge  against 
me  be  made  out  with  half  the  evidence,  and  I 
will  submit  without  any  dispute;  eight  or  nine 
*uch  witnesses  would  have  borne  down  the 
evidence  of  one  or  two  that  had  sworu. 

But  where  there  is  none  on  the  one  side,  but 
all  on  the  other  side,  who  appear,  and  that 
give  direct  positive  evidence,  can  your  lordships 
deliberate  a moment  for  the  reason  of  giving 
your  judgment,  which  ought  always,  in  doubt- 
ful cases,  to  lean  to  the  doubtful  side ; and  so 
taking  this  point  ns  it  stands,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  whole  matter ; -for  .all  other  insinuations, 
feigned  names,  and  obscure  passages  in  letters, 
depending  upon  this,  must  fall  together. 

As  to  the  other  part  of  the  accusation,  when 
it  is  said  the  letter  to  Jackson  was  a letter  to 
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that  writ  the  letter,  when  known,  wdl  best  be 
aide,  and  most  concerned  to  disprove  it. 

Since  this  objection  carries  n very  odd  sound, 

I shall  briefly  shew  your  lordships  bow  that 
stands:  Jackson,  in  a cypher  of  Plunkel’s,  is  I 
said  to  denote  the  Pretender;  That  cypher  I 
consists  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  names,  of 
which  not  one  is  used  in  any  of  the  letters  at- 
tributed to  Mr.  Kelly;  three  or  four  of  these 
names  are  used  by  persons  supposed  to  have 
writ  to  Mr.  Kelly  from  abroad,  bat  not  one  of 
them  is  used  by  him;  nor  doth  Jackson  ever, 
in  his  part  of  the  correspondence,  stand  for  the 
Pretender,  but  lie  is  nlways  under  other  appel- 
lations: Nay,  Plunket  himself,  in  all  his  letter* 
writ  in  decyphered  names,  never  stiles  the 
Pretender,  Jackson,  hut  either  Joseph,  or 

Jepson. Why  should  a name  used  in  Kelly’s 

correspondence,  be  explained  by  Pluuket’s 
cypher,  when  Kelly  appears  to  be  no  wavs  ac- 
quainted with  him,  and  Plunket  himself  did 
never  dictate  to  him  ? I forbear  repetition  ; I 
only  add,  that  at  this  rate  there  is  nothing  that 
may  uot  bn  proved. 

The  letter  to  Dubois  there  is  little  said  of, 
because  there  is  no  use  made  of  it ; it  is  charged 
in  the  Report  as  a letter  which  I had  received 
from  abroad.  The  tables  arc  now  turned,  and 
I myself  designed  to  have  sent  this  letter  to  a 
feigned  correspondent,  hut  kept  it  among  my 
papery  under  my  seal ; For  what  .end ; the 
letter  itself  is  mi  errant  delusion ; Why,  to  furnish 
proof  which  is  much  wanted,  of  my  receiving 
letters  that  were  directed  Jones  and  Illington; 
and  it  is  very  strange  I,  who  am  represented  as 
being  so  very  cautious,  should  be  so  negligent 
in  this,  and  preserve  something  that  is  of  no 
use,  and  yet  might  hurt  me  so  much  when  dis- 
covered. 

It  is  nbsurd  to  think,  that  I should  by  that 
means  mention  the  name  of  my  correspondents 
and  mention  the  name  of  Johnson,  which  lh«|'| 
committee  of  the  lower  House  observe  was  cotsfl 
stanlly  with  me. 

1 know  not  what  farther  can  be  said  for  tliisj 
matter,  till  the  counsel  have  further  explained  it# 
and  shewn  what  use  they  make  of  this  lelterj] 
which  hath  given  your  lordships  so  much  trouble  jj 
and  which  I own  I do  not  comprehend. 

There  is  still  a fifth  letter,  which  I hnvaT 
acknowledged  to  he  my  hand;  that  which  was! 
taken  on  my  servant.  Mr.  Reeves*  bathl 
made  some  uncharitable  observations  upon  it# 
which,  for  ought  1 know,  may  lip  allowed  as  J 
the  form  of  law  in  the  ordinary  courts ; but,  li| 
am  snre,  in  a court  of  equity,  the  most  fayoor# 
able  construction  ought  to  take  place.  have, 
taken  minutes  of  bis  observations,  and  I think; 
they  are  these:  lie  observes,  that  the  bishopfl 
doth  not  in  bis  letter  insist  on  bis  innocence  ia 
general,  but  considers  only  what  evidence  doth' 
alfect  him. 

It  comes  out  at  last  for  whom  my  letters, 
was  designed ; and  I think  that  an  answer  toj 

* One  of  the  counsel  against  the  bishop  M 
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Jlr.  Reeves’s  first  observation,  and  1 shall  ex- 

finin'  it  no  farther.  He  observes  next,  though 
clear  myself  from  the  knowledge  of  Layer, 
Neyncie,  &c.  there  Isay  nothing  of  Kelly. 

The'  gcutlenmn  1 designed  the  letter  for, 
knows  it  was  an  answer  to  one  wrote  to  me 
about  Layer,  and  will  swear  it  himself,' if  there 
stas  roofil  for  it. 

The  third  observation  is,  where  speaking  of 
myself,  I say,  ‘ If  l cannot  ward  the  blow,  I 
* must  be  a prisoner  some  years  without  rente- 
1 dy from  which  he  was. to  infer,  not  in  that 
good  nalured  way  he  generally  did,  my  mean- 
ing must  be,  that  I was  conscious  of  guilt. 

I apprehended  an  impeachment  would  have 
been  lodged  and  never  prosecuted,  as  in  the 
case  of  my  lord  Danby  and  the  earl  of  Ox- 
ford ; and  then  I should  have  lain  without 
trial,  and  without  bread. 

The  second  Article  of  my  Charge,  is  the  two 
letters  from  Mar  and  Dillon,  under  thefeigued 
names  of  Motfield  and  Digby,  which  were  in- 
tercepted. 

One  of  these  they  have  dropt 
That  I received  them,  is  not  pretended ; both 
letters,  though  without  a criminal  expression  or 
word  of  business  in  either  of  them,  would  yet 
have  affected  me  in  some  degree,  if  received  by 
me;  and  I was  the  person,  us  is'  supposed,  to 
have  writ  the  letters  to  which  they  are  answers. 
That  T used  to  have  any  correspondence;  is 
that  proved  ? Is  not  one  and  the  same  neces- 
sary in  order  to  ascertain  the  charge? 

Any  man  that  pleases  may  write  to  me,  and 
take  those  names  upon  him  ; I am  not  to  an- 
swer for  that,  unless  1 have  appeared  to  receive 
them,  and  kept  up  the  correspondence. 

The  letter  from  Motfield,  dated  May  11th, 
cannot  be  reasonably  thought  to  have  been 
wrote  with  any  other  view  than  that  of  being 
intercepted,  and  of  fixing  upon  me  the  letter  of 
April  20tb. 

This  letter  is  committed  to  the  common 
Post-Office,  and  sent  upon  this  errand;  one 
may  doubt  who  writ  it,  but  one  cannot  doubt 
with  what  design  it  was  writ:  Your  lordships' 
wisdom  will  see  through  those  malicious  dis- 
guises, and  not  make  me  nccount  for  letters, 
which  have  been  banded  to  and  fro  between  two 
unknown  correspondents,  on  a design  to  raise  a 
suspicion  of  a third  person,  altogether  a stranger 
towhat  is  writ.  And  here  I 'dcsire,  that  ihe  ob- 
servation made  by  one’of  my  counsel  may  not 
be  forgot;  that  is,  all  the  intercepted  letters 
from  abroad  mention  persons  that  lay  hid 
under  secret  names,  nml  are  discovered  by 
doing  or  such  deeds,  nnd  by  such  circumstances, 
as  will  fasten  those  names  upon  them:  Though 
the  committee  were  not  at  a guess,  yet  they 
■were  often  at  n loss. 

In  my  case  the  fictitious  names  applied  to 
me  are  often  attended  with  such  descriptions 
and  circumstances,  as  very  naturally  lead  those 
that  offer  these  letters  to  lix  them  tin  me  ; the 
writers  of  them  ose  all  their  art  not  to  dis- 
guise, but  to  open  the  thing,  nnd  seem  to  be 
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Tilts  being  contrary  to  the  method  of  re- 
serves- in  all  other  cases,  smells  strong  of  a 
malicious  design,  . . - r 

The- letter  of  July  25th,  from  Dighy  to 
Weston,  is  not  so  well  contrived  as  it  should 
have  been,  yet  I am  to  be  uudcisiood  by  it, 
because  of  the  circumstances  I was  then  under, 
which  the  writer  was  apprised  of. 

These  are  the  only  two  instances  of  letters 
supposed  to  be  writ  from  abroad;  they  are  not 
consistent;  shall  they  affect  me  in  so  high  a 

It  remains  to  be  considered  in  the  third 
place,  whether  there  was  a supported  corre- 
spondence hetween  the  Pretender  and  his 
agents  nnd  Mr.  Kelly  here?  Whether  I was  nt 
the  head  of  it,  und  am  justly  to  answer  lor  it  ? 
Mr.  Kelly,  I hear,  until  owned  at  your 
J»ar,  and  declared,  which  I also  declare, 
I never  knew  a line  of  any  letter  he  writ  to 
foreign  parts. 

I meddle  not  with  what  concerns  him  any 
farther  than  when  it  may  affect  ine. 

The  chief  part  is  the  present  of  the  dog, 
the  account  of  that  is  in  a letter  to  Hat- 
field, dated  May  5th,  not  signed  ; in  which  are 
these  words,  ‘ The  little  dog  was  sent  ten  dnys 
‘ ago,  and  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  you  ?' 
But  there  is  no  intimation  in  tliis,  or  any  other 
letter  from  abroad,  thut  this  present  was  in- 
tended for  me. 

In  two  letters  from  hence,  by  whom  writ  it 
doth  not  appear,  somebody  is  meant  under  tba 
different  nainesof  Mr.  Jones  nnd  Mrs.  Illington, 
in  such  manner  as  designed  for  the  same  person ; 
but  the  circumstances  are  neither  applicable  to 
myself  or  my  wife,  or  me  particularly.  The 
letter  dated  May  7th,  from  Hatfield  to  Mus- 
grnve,  being  five  days  after  the  burial  of  my 
wife,  cannot  mean  Iter;  and  being  bill  five  days 
after,  it  can  ns  little  mean  me:  So  that  the 
w riter  of  this  letter  must  either  have  known 
nothing  of  my  family  affairs,  or  if  he  did,  must 
dissemble  his  knowledge  of  them  to  raise  a 
suspicion ; and  in  either  case  whitt  lie  says  is 
not  to  be  regarded.  The  surgeon  aud  Mr.  Kelly 
only  knew  any  thing  of  this  matter,  and  ihey 

Mrs.  Barnes,  she  varies,  and  sometimes  the 
dog  is  for  me,  aud  sometimes  for  her. 

As  for  myself,  I never  asked  for,  received,  or 
saw  this  present,  nor  know  any  tiling  of  it,  but 
from  common  fnine;  nor  have  I to  this  day 
had  any  message  or  letter  whatsoever  concern- 
ing it.  The  end  of  this  design  seems  to  lie,  to 
point  me  out  by  the  name  of  Jones  and  llling- 
ton,  subscribed'  to  the  letters  of  April  20tb,  by 
using  them  ngainin  relation  to  this  present. 

And  perhaps  they  are  not  much  in  the  wrong 
to  think,  that  one  intercepted  dog  should  be  of 
as  much  use  as  ten  intercepted  letters.  Both 
contrivances  then  must  Imve  succeeded,  had  I 
not  been  able  to  prove  that  those  letters  were 
not  writ  with  my  order  or  knowledge ; and 
therefore  the  use  of  those  names,  in  subsequent 
letters,  is  a continuance  of  the  fraud,  and  this 
cotK> 
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spondence ; for  wherever  the  names  of  .Tones 
aud  IUiugton  ore,  they  are  used  in  applying 
lliera  to  me,  because  they  are  the  same. 

These  points  have  not  only  beta  denied,  tint, 
disproved  with  all  manner  of  credence  'and 
clearness. 

My  counsel  have  shewed,  that  all  these  iili- 
picious  correspondences  are  to  the  Inst  degree 
absurd  to  apply  to  me,  and  no  one  would  apply 
them:  That  1 could  not  order  the  litters  of 
the  20th  of  April,  to  which  the  names  of  .Times, 
ftc.  are  Subscribed,  I think  is  plain,  nod  then 
the  evidence  foils  or  depends  upon  it. 

As  to  the  journies  to  oud  from  Bromley, 
where  tho  prisoner  Kelly  hnd  frequent  access 
to  me,  and  therefore  1 might  probably  dictate 
those  letters,  the  counsel  for  the  bill  have  not 
opened  themselves  ou  that  head ; hut  your 
lordships  have  heard  it  made  out,  and  because 
it  is  material  1 shall  repeat  it. 

(Here  Wood’s  Examination  was  rend.) 

By  all  these  account*,  nothing  conld  have 
Been  easier  for  the  persons  themselves  to 
manage  here,  than  getting  an  account  of  my 
neighbours  in  order  to  render  the  contrivance 
more  plausible. 

That  Mr.  Kelly  is  no  stranger  to  me  I own  ; 
but  that  he  is  in  any  degree  intimate  .with  me, 
or  frequently  saw  me,  1 deny;  and  what  evi- 
dence is  there  from  them  to  the  contrary  ; or 
how  is  this  solemn  denial  at  your  bar  contra- 
dicted ? 

The  chairman  says,  He  carried  him  twice  or 
thrice  to  the  deaury  three  or  four  years  ago; 
and  this  Browne,  the  chairman,  he  swears  lie 
carried  me  once,  in  three  or  four  years  time. 
I believe  he  may.  The  porter  he  says,  That 
lie  brought  a letter  and  some  stockings  from 
Kelly  to  me.  The  foundation  of  this  story  is 
true;  fur  Mr.  Kelly  used  to  furnish  me  with 
Blockings  and  glovos ; not  hut  that  tho  circum- 
stance of  the  porter. coming  up  to  my  bed 
chamber  at  that  dirty  lime  of  the  year,  is  very 
extraordinary;  and  even  this  evidence  owns, 

Now,  on  the  other  side,  there  is  the  evidence 
of  altnost  all  my  servants,  who  have,  upon  oath, 
attested, that  they  do  not  know  either  the  name  nr 
the  face  of  Mr.  Kelly,  whiclr could  not  possibly 
be,  did  he  use  frequently  to  resort  to  me.  Such 
a slight  acquaintance,  us  I hail  with  him,  could 
not  be  any  temptation  to  enter  into  secrets  with 
him  of  such  a dangerous  consequence  as  these 
are,  which  the  report  insinuates  to  have' passed 
between  us ; however,  suspicion  is  not  now  the 
business  ; they  that  prove  something,  may  be 
allowed  to  suppose  more;  they  that  prove  no- 
thing, have  no  right  to  indulge  their  suspicions 
nml  conjectures  to  the  ruin  of  any  man ; 
twenty  probabilities,  rdlnwed  to  he  such,  are 
not  equal  to  any  one  matter  of  fact  well  at- 
tested ; it  mity  strengthen  the  fact,,  but  cannot 
support  it.  They  ennnot  he  evidence  them- 
sclvts,  because  one  probability  rany  be  set 
'•gainst  another. 
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and  reasonable  evidence,  because  the  conned 
for  the  bill  have  asserted  something  .like  it. 

I own,  I always  thought  the  public  law  of 
the  State,  the  public  reason  of  the  State;  nml 
whatever  it  is  in  another  cuoutry,  yet,  in  this 
eoUntry.no  evidence  can  lie  reasonable  tIVnt is 
not  legal : But  l ask,  What  sort  of  evidence 
either  in  reason  or  law,  is  brought  against  me? 
How  am  T proved  to  consult  and  correspond  to 
raise  on  insurrection  against  his  mnjesty  mid 
his  kingdom,  and  to  procure  a'  foreign  force  to 
invade  the  snme  in  favour  of  the  Pr.  tender  ? 

How  am  1 pioved,  in  the  second  place,  to 
have  corresponded  with  the  same  Pretender, 
and  with  Persons  employed  by  him  ? Is  one 
article  of  these  charges  rontle  out  against  me 
with  any  colour  of  reason?  Suppositions  with- 
out proof,  suppositious  disproved,  and  shewn 
to  be  vni:i,  and  unjust. 

If  the  proof  in  these  coses  wants  strength, 
can  the  hearsay  of  Neynoe  supply  the  .want  of 
proof,  and  render  it  valid,  since  Neynoe  pre- 
tends, for  ought  that  appears,  nut  to  have 
knoVtu  any  tiling  of  me ; he  only  heard  Kelly 
say  so,  and  Mr.  Kelly  denies  it  ; and  there -is, 
I think,  no  reason  why  such  a dead  evidence 
should  affect  me,  or  Kelly  himself ; much  less 
me  through  him.  Was  Neynoe  nlive,  and 
Kelley  dead,  and  incapable  of  contradicting 
wlint  Neynoe  said,  I believe  what  Neynoe  said 
would  not  be  of  any  weight : Besides,  what 
Neynoe  ilend  says,  and  Kelly  now  alive  denies, 
ought  not  to  have  any  force. 

Concerning  hearsay  evidence  in  general,  and 
concerning  the  due  regard  toil,  I humbly  desire 
your  lordships,  that  a passage  may  he  rend 
out  of  sir  John  Fenwick’s  Bill  of  Attainder. 

(The  whole  Preamble  read.)  . 

My  Lords,  I humbly  desired  to  have  this 
read,  because  I thought  it  would  take'  away  a 
distinction  between  legal  mid  parliamentary 
evidence;  that  what  was  not  legal  might  be 
parliamentary.  I believe  here  is  n condemna- 
tion of  him  by  Parliament ; therefore  I think 
the  condemnation  of  him  must  lie  by  parlia- 
mentary evidence.  It  is  recited  jn  tins  Act  as 
one  of  the  inducements  that  moved  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons  to  pass  ihe  Act,  ‘That 
* sir  John -Fenwick  hnd  contrived  and  frUmcd 
‘ several  papers,  &c.  only  by  huirsny.’ 

Shall  tbut  be  accepted  in  this  Parliament  for 
evidence,  which  is  declined  the  only  motive  of 
attainting  a man  in  another  ? If  it  wa6  nidged 
hard  in  sir  John  Fenwick’s  case  to  charge  a 
man  by  hearsay,  can  the  being  thus  charged 
be  any  proof  against  me  ? Sure  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1696,  that  brought  that  in,  would 
hare  so  thought,  nor  would  (have  of  your  lord- 
ships  consented  here,  or  elsewhere,  to  have 
passed  it. 

As  tor  those  that  did  not  consent,  I will  ven- 
ture to  say,  I am  exceedingly  puzzled  to  know 
why  they  did  not  oppose  sir  Joiin  Fenwick,  hut 
favoured  his  ease,  and  are  yet  against  me.  Is 
i tire. guilt]  .objected  Wsuaj  ifipiovedi,  in  uny  mea- 
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sure  like  his?  Or  is  there  any 
tween  the  proof  against  him  and 

As  to  the  paper  and  information  given  in  by 
Neyuoe  and  printed  in  the  Appendix,  it  is  plain 
lie  was  drawn  in  to  have  swum  backward  or 
forward,  to  have  affirmed  or  denied  any  thing. 
He  knew  a certain  lord  of  the  council,  that 
gave  me  notice  of  my  being  taken  up  some 
days  before  it  happened.  He  knew  wliet  use 
and  purpose  the  protests  of  your  lordships  were 
chiefly  designed  for  and  calculated ; and  it  ap- 
pears by  his  paper  that  was  taken  in  his  pocket 
after  his  dentil,  thut  he  had  undertaken  to  give 
a positive  account,  and  designed  cither  to  ask 
or  receive  such  a sum  of  money. 

It  is  said  he  was  the  late  earl  Marshall's  bed- 
fellow for  several  months,  and  had  drawn  up 
heads  for  memorials  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Regent ; but  lie  had  kept  no  copies  of  these 
heads  nr  Ibul  draughts,  which  would  have  shewn 
whether  they  were  given  in  to  promote  it,  or 
discorer  it;  in  either  case  the  evidence  of  being 
then  ' employed,  would  have  been  of -service; 
but  they  have  not  been  able  to  produce  a line 
of  such  heads  or  memorials,  yet  the  Report  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  upon  the  basis  of  these 
memorials,  builds  the  whole  fabrick.  He  knew 
that  I went  under  the  names  of  Junes  and  II- 
lington,  and  undoubtedly  lie  knew  Mr.  Dubois : 
If  the  scheme  of  writing  that  Inter  myself  had 
been  seen,  he  woold  hare  found  out  a reason 
for  the  correspondence;  and  500/.  would  Imve 
made  him  affirm,  thut  he  carried  the  letter  him- 
self. He  knew  the  Pretender’s  particular  opi- 
nion of  me,  or  of  any  body  else ; and  that 
lie-relied  on  advices  from  me:  How  did  lie 
know  that?  He  told  him  so.  Who  told  him? 
It  is  not  supposed  Mr.  Kelly  had  it  from 
himself,  but  from  persons  of  high  estate,  and 
that  were  near  the  Pretender. 

Let  me  speak,  my  Lords,  ns  always  I hope  I 
shall,  with  that  modesty  as  becomes  justice,  but 
yet  with  freedom  to  you. 

Hath  nothing  been  opened  to  you  concerning 
this  man's  character,  and  his  secret  transac- 
tions? Is  it  possible  to  believe  this  pretender  to 
secrecy,  could  have  had  or  shall  he  still  have 
any  degree  of  weight,  that  threw  away  his  life 
rather  than  venture  to  stand  to  the  truth  of 
what  be  had  said  before  his  death ; and  then  lie 
could, have  been  contradicted,  or  pangs  of  con- 
science might  have  made  him  unsay  what  lie 
had  said ; hut  a dead  man  can  retract  nothing; 
wbnt  he  hath  writ,  he  hath  writ;  the  accusation 
roust  stand  just  ns  it  did,  as  far  as  it  concerns 
uim ; and  we  are  deprived  of  the  advantage, 
which  truth  and  remorse  once  extorted,  anil 
would  have  again  extorted  from  hirn ; however, 

I would  have  been  glad  to  have  had  all  that 
*ver  this  wretch  said,  and  would  hope  that  by 
comparing  of  the  Several  stories,  which  he  seve- 
ral limes  told,  some  light  misht  have  been  gain-  j 
«d,  which  is  now  wanted  : — Particularly  by  the 
knowledge  of  what  be  said  freely  and  volunta- 1 
rily,  when  he  was  in  good  humour,  and  before 
•h"s  rough  usage,  on  liis  return  from  Rome,  had  . 
“‘gbtened  hl&'itatWa2!-'  flh»V«lvi&i 


evidence  ouly  of  a few  of  the  last  days  of  his 
life,  all  the  preceding  time  is  blank.  He  un- 
derwent  frequent  examinations,  but  they  wore 
not,  it  seems,  so  maturely  weighed’ and  digest- 
ed, as  to  be  thought  worth  the  committing  to 
writing;  but  lie  is  gone  to  his  place,  and  hath 
answered  for  what  he  hath  said  at  another  tri- 
bunal. I ’desire  not  to  disturb  his  ashes,  -far- 
ther than  what  is  necessary  for  my  owtr  de- 

Your  lordships  will  observe  first,  the  incon*' 
sistc-ncy  of  some  part  of  the  charge.  Secondly, ' 
the  improbability  of  it.  The  Report  rakes  no- 
tice of  three  several  periods,  or  stages  of  time, 
when  by  consequence  of  some  informations 
from  the  Regent,  the  design  did  not  take  place; 
the  first  was,  during  the  election;  the  second1 
was,  the  king's  going  to  Hanover;  and  the  third 
was,  the  breaking  up  of  the  camp:  There  is- 
not  tile  least  bint  as  to  the  last  of  these  three 
designs,  in  any  of  the  papers ; though  in  the 
recital  of  the  bill  it  is.  mentioned  as  the  third' 
part  of  the  plot,  and  the  most  detestable  part 
of  the  design,  to  lay  violent  hands  on  his  ma- 
jesty and  his  royal  liighness. 

There  is  not  the  least  colour  of  proof,  as  to 
the  first  part  of  the  conspiracy,  which  was 
to  take  place  at  the  election ; their  only  reason 
for  that,  is  from  a passage,  where  it  is  said,  that 
the  present  opportunity  is.clapsed  ; that  is,  the 
opportunity  of  the  election. 

I shall  recite  the  passage,  ns  it  lies  in  the  in- 
tercepted letter,  arid  make  some  reflections  ou 
it : • Notwithstanding  the  opportunity  is  elnps- 
1 ed,'  (says  the  writer  to  Jackson)  ‘ I agree 
‘ with  you,  another  may  offer  before  the  end  of 
‘ the  year,  though  not  perhaps  every  way  s» 

1 favourable  ’ 

The  Committee  suppose  this  Letter  to  bo 
from  Kelly,  and  dictated  by  me ; and  they  sup- 
pose ihe  words  to  refer  lo  the  time  of  the 
election  ; anti  from  those  suppositions  infer  that 
I knew  something  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  I 
shall  on  the  two  first  suppositions  shew  the 
impossibility  of  it;  if  this  was  a Leiter  from 
me,  or  from"  any  other  person  dictated  by  me  to 
the  Pretender,  I must  write  as  in  answer  to 
some  letter  sent  from  them  to  me,  in  repealing 
the  expression;  and  his  opiaion  in  ihe  letter 
must  have  been  founded  on  intelligence  before 
received : This  intelligence,  considering  the  dis- 
tance between  London  and  Rome,  must  have 
been  communicated  two  months,  if  not  longer, 
before  the  date  of  this  letter ; if  we  go  back  two 
months,  and  talk  of  the  election  being  elapsed, 
it  was  not  begun:  consequently  that  opportu- 
nity in  the  leiter  could  not  possibly  mean  the 
time  of  the  election  ; and  if  so,  it  is  im- 
possible tlmt  it  should  Ire  a letter  to  the  Pre- 
tender, that  can  consist  with  the  charge  of  the 
person’s  writing  in  April,  1720. 

If  it  tic  a letter  writ  in  good  earnest,  it  ap- 
pears they  had  given  over  all  thoughts  lit  that 
time:  1 I agree  with  yon,’  says  be,  ‘ another 
‘ may  oiler  before  the  end  of  tlje  year ;'  and 
yet  he  finds  some  words  in  a letter  writ  ten 
' tfSyfiiM; 'Whereih.'-afelfef1  fmfie  of  Jones, 
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I am  made  to  be  deeply  concerned  in  a con-  , 
spiraoy. 

How  can  this  be  consistent,  if  I writ  and 
directed  that  letter,  mid  was  engaged  in  tlie 
second  part  of  the  conspiracy  ? 

Both  cannot  be  true,  both  may  be  false;  and 
I hope  1 have  satisfied  your  lordships,  that  as 
1 did  not  dictate  the  one,  so  I was  no  ways 
concerned  in  the  other. 

Can  any  one  believe,  that  under  the  sad  cir- 
cumstance of  being  afflicted  by  the  death  of  my 
wife,  I should  be  concerned  in  an  affair  of  this 
dangerous  nature?  Was  that  a time  to  pro- 
vide fora  stranger?  And  for  a man,  unless  un- 
der the  power  of  prejudice,  to  believe  such  an 
improbability,  or  that  1 had  such  a conjecture. 

I forbear  former  instances. 

I shall  now  consider  the  improbability,  as 
well  as  inconsistency  of  the  charge  brought 

Sinst  me  without  positive  proof.  You  will 
w me  to  aaswer  the  indictment  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  is  laid. 

Is  it  probable  that  if  I were  engaged  in  any 
such  design,  no  footsteps  should  be  seen  of  any 
correspondence  I had  with  the  late  duke  of 
Ormond,  to  whom,  of  all  persons  abroad,  I was 
best  known,  and  to  whom  I had  the  greatest 
regard,  and  still  have  all  the  regard  that  is 
consistent  with  my  duty  to  my  king  and  coun- 
try ? 

Is  it  probable  that  I would  chuse  rather  to 
engage  in  such  design  with  Mr.  Ddlon,  a mili- 
tary man  I never  saw,  and  with  the  earl  of 
Mar,  whom  I never  conversed  with,  except 
when  he  was  secretary  of  state  ? 

Did  I not  know,  what  all  the  world  thinks, 
that  he  had  left  the  Pretender  several  years, 
and  had  a pension  nbrond  ? Is  this  a season  for 
me  to  enter  into  conferences  With  him  about 
restoring  the  Pretender ; and  to  do  this,  not  by 
messages,  but  by  letters,  not  sent  by  messen- 
gers hut  by  the  common  post?  That  l.y  thus 
writing  to  him  by  the  post,  I should  advise  him 
after  the  same  manner  to  write  to  me ; and  by 
these  means  furnish  opportunities  towards  de- 
tecting the  persons  and  bringing  myself  into 
danger?  How  dotli  that  consist  with  the  caution 
and  secrecy  which  are  said  to  belong  to  me? 
Must  not  I have  been  rash  to  have  laid  myself 
open  in  such  a manuer?  This  is  aa  inconsistent 
scheme,  the  other  u bold  assertion.  Is  it  pro- 
bable when  attending  the  sick  lied  nf  my  wife, 
and  expecting  her  death,  not  daily  hut  hourly, 
that  I should  enter  into  negociations  of  this 
bind  ? 

There  was  no  need  of  dispatching  any  of 
those  three  leiters  merely  to  excuse  my  not 
writing:  The  circumstances  of  my  family  had 
been  a sufficient  apology,  and  more  effectual. 

Is  it  probable,  that  when  I was  carrying  on 
public  buildings  of  vurious  kinds  at  Westmin- 
ster, and  Bromley,  consulting  all  the  hooks 
from  the  Westminster  foundation,  engaging  in 
a correspondence  with  learned  men,  about  set- 
tling an  important  point  of.  divinity ; at  that 
very  time,  I should  be  ciirrving  on  a conspira- 
cy ?'  Thos^thut^  ea tor,tt|iu ( sut^  though u>  with-  . 
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out  reason,  may  also  condemn  me  without  ar- 
gument. 

Is  it  probable,  that  I should  meet,  and  con- 
sult, in  order  to  carry  on  nnd,  forward  this 
correspondence  with  nubody,  and  no  where  ? 

That  I,  who  always  lived  at  home,  nnd  ex- 
cept at  dinner  lime  never  stirred  out  of  my 
chamber  ; received  all  porsons  that  visited  me, 
and  was  denied  to  none,  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  so  engaged  ? And  if  I had,  that 
none  of  my  domestics  and  friends  should  ever 
observe  auy  appearance  of  any  such  thing?  No 
evidence  among  my  papers,  though  they  were 
ail  seized  at  both  my  houses,  and  confining  all 
my  servants,  but  one,  for  about  ten  or  eleven 
weeks,  searching  him  twice  in  the  Tower,  nnd 
searching  myseli,  nothing  of  consequence  ap- 
pears, nor  is  there  nay  one  living  witness 
that  charges  me  with  any  thing  that  is  really 
true. 

Is  it  probable,  that  I should  form  and  direct 
a conspiracy,  and  carry  it  on  with  any  success, 
that  am  not  uspd  to  arms,  which  I am  no 
more  acquainted  with,  than  with  the  persons 
employed  on  those  occasions  ? My  way  of  life  I 
hath  not  led  me  to  converse  with  such  men  and 
such  matters,  except  on  the  occasion  of  meet- 
iug  in  Parliament;  but  in  n council  of  war,  I < 
never  was:  Have  I yet  in  any  instance  of  my  : 

life  meddled  remarkably  out  of  my  own  sphere, 
in  affairs  foreign  to  my  business  or  character? 

I might  have  been  thought  to  have  been  too  I 
active  in  my  proper  station  and  business;  but  i 
I was  never  charged  with  war,  nor  any  ways 
informed  in  the  art  of  it. 

Is  itprohable,  that  persons  concerned  in  such  ' 
military  scheme,  (if  any  such  be  formed  by  men  1 
of  the  sword  that  apply  to  such  business)  should 
be  punished  without  any  proof? 

And  must  I,  whose  way  of  life  is  set  nt  the 
greutest  distance  from  sucli  persons,  and  from 
the  'very  suspicion  of  being  concerned  with  i 
them,  suffer  oil  the  pains  and  penalties  short 
of  dentil,  which  the  Parliament  can  inflict  for  a 
supposed  1 know  not  what,  and  what  I do  not 
to  this  day  apprehend. 

Here  is  a plot  of  a year  or  two  standing  to 
subvert  the  government  with  an  armed  force; 
an  invasion  from  abroad ; bii  insurrection  at 
home;  just  when  ripe  for  execution  it  is  disco-  j 
vered ; and  twelve  months  after  the  coutrivanco  | 
of  this  scheme,  no  consultation  appears,  no  ; 
men  corresponding  together,  no  provision  of 
money,  arms  or  officers — not  a man  in  arms — 1 
And  yet  the  poor  bishop  hnth  done  all  this. 

Layer  and  Plunkel  carry  on  a treasonable 
correspondence,  they  go  to  Rome  and  receive 
directions  from  the  Pretender  himself,  to  pro- 
mote liis  cause. — It  doth  no  where  appear  that 
the  bishop  has  the  least  share  in,  or  is  any  way 
privy  to,  their  practices. — And  yet  the  bishop 
has  done  all ; he  is  ‘ principally  concerned  in 
‘ forming,  directing,  and  carrying  on  this  de- 
‘ testable  conspiracy.’ 

What  could  tempt  me  to  step  thus  out  of  my 
way  ? Was  it  ambition  and  a desire  of  climbing 

.“feiiliy*  ’ ■ The*e 
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not  a man  In'  my  office  farther  removed  from 
this  than  lam;  I have  a hundred. limes  said, 
and  , sincerely  resolved,  I would  have  been  no- 
thing more  ihnn  I was,  at  a time  when  1 little 
thought  of  being  any  thing  before,  and  I can 
give  an  instance  of  this  kind  if  I thought 

■ t:™,,  my  aim  ? I always  despised  it, 
too  much  perhaps,  considering  what  occasion  I 
am  now  like  to  have  for  it;  for  out  of  a poor 
bishopric  of  500/.  per  annum,  I have  laid  out 
no  less  than  2,000/.  towards  the  repairs  of  the 
church  and  episcopal  palace;  nor  did  I take 
one  shilling  for  dilapidations,  and  the  rest  ofmy 
little  income  has  been  spent  as  is  necessary,  as 
I am  a bishop.  Nordo  I repent  of  these  ex- 

fences  now,  (though  since  my  long  confinement 
have  not  received  the  least  part  of  the  income 
of  my  dcanry)  not  doubting  in  the  least,  but 
that  God  who  hath  liberally  provided  for  me 
hitherto,  will  still  do  it,  and  on  his  good  provi- 
dence I securely  rely. 

Was  I influenced  by  any  dislike  of  the  esta- 
blished religion,  and  secretly  inclined  towards 
a church  of  greater  pomp  and  power?  I have, 
iny  Lords,  ever  since  I knew  what  popery  was, 
opposed  it,  and  the  better  I knew  it,  the  more  I 
disliked  it. 

_ 1 begun  my  study  in  divinity,  when  the  Po- 
pish controversy  grew  hot  ahout  that  immortal 
took  of  Tilloison’s,  when  he  undertook  the  de- 
fence of  the  Protestant  cause  in  general,  and  as 
such  I esteemed  him  above  all. 

You  will  pardon  me,  my  Lords,  if  I mention 

Thirty  years  ugo  I writ  in  defence  of  Martin 
Luther,  and  have  preached,  and  writ  to  that 
purpose  from  my  infancy,  and  whatever  liap- 

Sns  to  me,  I will  suffer  any  thing,  and  will,  hy 
id's  grace,  burn  at  the  stake,  rather  than  de- 
part froqi  any  material  point  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  as  professed  in  the  chorch  of  Eug- 

Once  more  : Can  I be  supposed  to  favour 
arbitrary  power?  The  whole  tenor  of  my  life 
bath  been  otherwise:  I was  always  a friend  of 
the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and,  to  the  best  of 
my  power,  constantly  maintained  it:  I may 
have  been  thought  mistaken  in  the  measures  I 
took  to  support  it. 

It  matters  not  by  what  party  I was  called,  so 
. toy  actions  are  uniform. 

To  return  to  the  point:  The  charge  brought 
against  nie,  in  the  manner  it  is  brought,  is  im- 
probable ; if  I could  be  guilty  of  it,  I must  have 
«cted  under  a spirit  of  infatuation  ; yet  I lmve 
neVer  been  thought  an  idiot  or  a madman. 

My  Lords,  as  to  the  pains  and  penalties  con- 
tained id  this  bill they  are  great  and  grievous, 
.beyond  example  in  their  nature  and  direc- 
. tioh. 

I am  here,  ruy  Lords,  and  have  been  here 
J*pccting  an  immediate  trial.  I have,  my 
Lords,  declined  no  impeachment.  The  cor- 
respondence with  the  earl  of  Clarendon  was 
made  treason,  but  with  me  it  is  only  felony  : 
he  ww  day 
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dren,  hy  the  express  word  of  the  act : mine  are 
not  so  much  as  to  write,  so  much  as  to  be  sene 

What  is  most  particular  in  my  case  I will  re- 
eat distinctly,  that  my  reverend  brethren  may 
ear  it.  I am  rendered  incapable  of  using  or 
exercising  any  office,  function,  authority,  or 
power  ecclesiastical,  not  only  in  his  Majesty’s 
dominions,  but  any  where  else : very  hard ! 
that  such  spiritual  power  as  is  not  derived  from 
men,  but  God  bitnsellj  should  be  taken  from 

And  I am  not  only  deprived  of  all  offices, 
dignities,  and  benefices  ecclesiastical,  and  for 
ever  banished  the  realm,  but  likewise  preclnded 
from  the  benefit  of  royal  clemency,  and  made 
utterly  incapable  of  any  pardon  hy  his  Majes- 
ty, his  heirs  and  successors. 

My  Lords, 

I insist  on  my  innocence,  that  I am  not  guil- 
ty ; and  if  I am  not  proved  so,  your  lordships 
will  thus  judge;  if  otherwise,  I persuade  my- 
self I shall  find  some  degree  of  mercy. 

You  will  not  strip  a man  of  his  substance, 
and  then  send  him  where  he  cannot  subsist ; 
you  will  not  send  him  among  strangers,  and 
then  hinder  others  from  performing  humanity 
to  him  ; you  will  not  give  him  less  lime  to 
order  his  affairs  and  depart  the  kingdom,  than 
the  bill  hath  taken  in  passing  through  both 

The  great  man  I last  mentioned,  carried  a 
great  fortune  with  him  into  foreign  parts,  and 
had  the  languages : was  well  acquainted 

abroad  : the  reverse  of  all  this  is  my  case  : I 
indeed  am  like  him  in  nothing  but  his  inno- 
cence, and  his  punishment.  It  is  in  no  man’s 
puwer  to  make  us  differ  in  the  one,  hut  it  is  in 
your  lordships’  power  to  make  us  differ  widely 
m the  other,  and  I hope  your  lordships  will  do 

But  to  sum  up  the  argument:  it  hath  heen 
frequently  observed,  that  the  higher  the  crimes 
are.  the  fuller  the  proofs  ought  to  be.  Here  it 
n charge  of  High  Treason  brought  against  ine, 
with  no  evidence  at  all. 

My  Lords, 

Pardon  me,  what  is  not  evidence  at  law,  ca» 
never  be  made  so  by  any  power  on  earth;  for 
the  law  that  required  the  evidence,  is  as  much 
the  law  of  the  land,  as  that  which  declares  the 

It  is  equally  unjust  to  declare  any  proof 
legal,  because  of  my  prosecution  : as  extraor- 
dinary would  it  he,  to  declare  acts  themselves, 
ex'  post  Jacto. 

Never  was  there  a charge  of  so  high  a nature, 
nnd  so  weakly  proved. 

A person  dead,  so  that  there  is  not  an  op- 
portunity to  falsify  him  by  contradicting  him  ; 
a charge  not  supported  by  one  evidence,  nor  hy 
one  proof  of  any  thing  that  hath  been  writ  or 
received  by  me,  nor  even  by  any  one  criminal 
word  proved  to  have  heen  spoken  by  me,  but 
by  intercepted  letters  and  correspondence,  in 
which  appears  not  the  least  certainly. 

! f SMoof'iBiVfc  tett'ef^  'ifcoWn'ft)  pqhons,  with 
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a design  to  fasten  something  on  them  ; others 
writ  in  cyphers,  and  fictitious  names,  throwing 
out  dark  and  abstruse  hints  of  what  persons 
went  by  those  names,  sometimes  true  and  some- 
times doubtful,  and  often  false,  who  continue 
all  the  «bile  strangers  to  the  whole  transaction, 
and  never  make  the  discovery,  till  they  Feel  and 
find  it  advancing  itself  towards  them:  Aly 
Lords,  this  is  my  case  in  short. 

1 have  a hard  task  to  prove  my  innocence : 
•hall  I stand  convicted  before  your  lordships  on 
such  an  evidence  ns  this?  The  hearsay  of  an 
hearsay ; a party  dead,  and  that  denied  what 
he  said  ; by  strange  aud  obscure  passages,  and 
fictitious  names  in  letters;  by  the  conjecture 
of  decypberers,  without  any  opportunity  given 
me  of  exnminiug  and  looking  into  the  decy- 
phering ; by  the  depositions  of  post-office  clerks 
about  the  similitude  of  hands ; their  depositions 
made  nt  distant  times,  and  without  comparing 
any  one  of  the  originals,  and  by  a strange  in- 
terpretation of  them  ; for  nothing  more,  I am 
persuaded,  can  be  made  of  the  arguments,  than 
what  is  called  the  intercepted  correspondence. 

Shall  I,  my  Lords,  he  deprived  of  all  that 
is  dear  to  me,  and,  in  the  circumstances  I am  | 
in,  scarce  nble  to  bear  up,  and  by  such 
deuce  as  would  not  be  admitted  in  any  other 
cause  or  any  other  court ; nod  would  hardly 
affect  aJeiv  in  the  inquisition  of  Spain  ? 

And  shall  it  be  received  against  a bishop  of 
this  Church,  undo  member  of  this  House?  God 
forbid.  Give  mo  leave  to  make  mention  of  a 
text  in  holy  writ  ; 1 A gainst  nn  drier  receive  not 
‘ an  accusation,  but  before  two  or  three  wit- 
* nesses.’  It-is  not  said,  condemn  him  oot 
upon  an  accusation,  &c.  hut  receive  it  not ; I 
am  something  more  than  an  elder,  and  shall  an 
accusation  against  me  be  countenanced,  with- 
out any  one  instance  of  a proof  to  support  it  ? 

This  is  not  directly  matter  of  ecclesiastical 
constitution:  there  you  read,  one  witness 

should  not  rise  up  against  an  elder ; but  herp, 
at  the  mouth  of  two  witnesses,  or  three  wit- 
nesses, shall  the  matter  l.e  established.  And 
as  this  rule  was  translated  in  the  state  of  the 
Church,  people  always  thought  fit  to  follow  it. 

Shall  I be  the  first  bishop  in  this  Church  con- 
demned upon  conjecture,  on  fictitious  names 
and  obscure  passages  in  letters,  instead  of  two 
or  three  witnesses? 

Will  not  others  endenvour  to  make  the  snme 
precedent,  and  desire  the  same  influence  of  it 
to  succeeding  ages,  and  even  concur  in  such  an 
act,  in  order  to  render  me  incapable  of  using 
or  exercising  any  power  or  authority,  See.  Is 
this  good  divinity,  or  good  policy  ? 

As  to  the  justice  of  the  legislature,  in  some 
respects  it  hath  a greater  power  than  the  sove- 
reign legislature  of  the  universe  ; for  he  cun  do 
nothing  unjust.  But  though  there  arc  no  li- 
mits to  he  set  to  w parliament,  yet  they  are  ge- 
nerally thought  to  restrain  themselves,  to  guide 
their  proceedings  in  criminal  cases,  according 
tothe  known  law. 

' The  Parliament  may  order  a criminal  to  be 
tortured, 
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never  did,  uor  never  will,  I hope,  because  tor- 
ture, though  used  in  oilier  countries,  is  not 
known  here. 

Is  it  not  torturing  to  inflict  pains  and  penal- 
ties on  persons  not  suspected  of  guilt,  nor  plain- 
ly proved  guilty?  It  is  not  much  unlike  ir. 
The  Parliament  may,  if  they  please,  as  well 
upon  a bill  of  perpetual  imprisonments,  as  upon 
a bill  of  perpetual  exile,  reserve  to  the  crown  a 
power  to  determine  the  one  as  well  as  the 
other.  They  have  so  enacted  it  in  the  one  euse, 
hut  they  have  not  enacted  it  in  the  other.  The 
law  knows  nothing  of  such  absolute  perpetual 
imprisonments. 

The  law  may,  in  like  manner,  condemn  a 
man  on  a charge  of  accumulated  and  construc- 
tive treason.  They  did  so  in  the  cose  of  the  1 
great  lord  Strafford,  and  that  by  accumulated 
and  constructive  proof  of  such  treason,  that  is,  1 
by. such  proofs  so  well  interpreted,  ns  plainly  to  I 


communicate  light  and  strength  to 
and  so  to  Imve  all  force,  without  the  formality 
of  evidence.  Was.,  such  proof  ever  admitted 


by  any  one  to  deprive  his  fellow-subject  of  Li 
fortune,  of  his  estate,  bis  friends,  and  country, 
and  send  him  in  his  old  age,  without  language 
or  hope,  without  employment  to  get  the  ne- 
cessaries of  iife,  to  starve  ? I say  again,  God 

My.  ruin  is  not  of, that  moment  to  any  number 
of  men,  to  make  it  worth  their  while  to  violate, 
or,  even  to  seem  to  violate  the  constitution  in 
any  degree,  which  t hey  ought  to  preserve  agaiost 
any  attempts  whatsoever. 

But  where  once  such  extraordinary  steps 
ns  these  are  taken,  and  we  depart  from  the 
fixed  rules  and  forms  of  justice,  and  try  untrod- 
den paths,  no  man  knows  where  this  shall 

Though  1 am  worthy  of  no  regard,  though 
whatsoever  is  done  to  me  may,  for  that  reason, 
be  looked  upon  to  be  just,  yet  your  lordships 
will  have  some  regard  to  your  own  lasting  in- 
terest, and  that  of  posterity. 

This  is  n proceeding  with  which  the  consti- 
tution is  not  acquainted,  which,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  supporting  it,  will  at  last  effectually 
destroy  it. 


For  God’ssake,  lay  aside  these  extraordinary'’] 
proceedings,  set  not  up  these  new  and  dange- 
rous precedents ; I,  for  my  part,  will  volunta- 
rily mid  chearfully  go  into  perpetual  banish- 
ment, and  please  myself  that  I am,  in  some 
measure,  die  occasion  of  putting  a stop  to  such 
precedents,  and  doing  some  good  to  my  coun- 
try, and  will  live,  wherever  1 am,  praying  for 
its  prosperity;  and  do  in  the  words  of  father 
Pnul  to  the  stme  of  Venice,  say  ‘ esto perpetuo 
It  is  not  my  departing  from  it  I um  concerned 
for:  let  me  depart,  and  let  my  country  be  fixed 
upon  the  immoveable  foundation  of  law  and 
justice,  and  stand  forever. 

1 have,  my  Lords,  taken  up  much  of  your 
lordships’  time,  yet  I.must  beg  your  attention  a 
little  longer. 

Some  part  of  ray  charge  hath  been  disproved 
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writing  the  letters  of  the  20th  of  April,  or  that 
J knew  who  wrote  them,  which  I utterly  deny 
thnt  I ever  did  or  as  yet  do  know.  Other  pans 
of  the  charge  there  are,  which  are  not  capable 
of  such  disproof,  nor  indeed  require  it ; there  1 
rest.  But,  my  Lords,  there  is  aftvay  allowed  of 
vindicating  myself;  it  is  generally  negative; 
that  is  by  protesting  and  declaring  my  inno- 
cence to  your  lordships,  in  the  most  delilrerate, 
serious  aud  solemn  manner  ; and  appealing  to 
God,  the  searcher  of  liearM,  as  to  the  truth  of 
what  I say,  as  1 do  it  in  what  follows:  I am 
charged  iu  the  Report  with-directing  a corres- 
pondence to  Mr.  Kelly;  but  I solemnly  deny 
that  I ever  directly  or  indirectly,  saw  a single 
line  of  any  of  their  letters  until  I met  with 
them  in  print.  Nor  was  the  coDteots  of  any 
of  them  communicated  to  me.  I do  in  the 
next  place  deny,  tiint  I was  ever  privy  to  any 
memoriui  to  he  drawn  up  to  be  delivered  to  the 
regent.  Nor  was  I ever  acquainted  with  any  at- 
tempt to  be -made  on  the  King's  going  to  Hano- 
ver, or  at  the  time  of  the  election.  Nor  did  I 
hear  the  least  rumour  of  the  plot  to  take  place 
afier  the  breaking  up  of  the  camp,  till  some 
time  after  Mr.  Layer’s  commitment.  I do 
wiih  the  same  solemnity  declare,  that  1 never 
collected,  remitted,  received,  or  asked  any 
money  of  any  man,  to  facilitate  these  designs; 
nor  was  I ever  acquainted  with,  or  had  any  rc- 
mittauces  whatsoever  from  any  of  those  per- 
sons. I uever  drew  any  declaration,  minutes, 
or  paper,  in  the  name  of  the  Pretender,  as  is 
expressly  charged  upon  me.  And  that  I uever 
knew  of  any  commission  issued,  preparation  of 
arms,  officers,  or  soldiers,  or  the  melhods  taken 
to  procure  any^jn  order  to  raise  an  insurrec- 
tion in  these  kingdoms.  All  this  I declare  to 
be  true,  and  will  so  declare  to  the  last  gasp  of 
my  breath. 

And  I am  sure,  the  farther  your  lordships 
examine  into  this  affair,  the  more  you  will  be 
convinced  of  my  inuocency.  These  contain 
all  the  capital  articles  of  which  I aiu  accused, 
in  tlie  report  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Had  the  charge  been  as  fully  proved  as 
ascertained,  it  had  been  vain  to  make  protes- 
tations of  iunnceuce  though  never  so  solemn. 

But  as  the  charge  is  only  supported  by  the 
•lightest  probabilities,  and  which  Cannot  be 
disproved  in  any  instance,  without  proving  a 
negative  ; allow  the  solemn  asseverations  of 
a man  in  behalf  of  his  own  innocence  to  have 
their  due  weight,  and  1 ask  no  more,  than  that 
jliey  may  have  ns  much  influence  with  your 
lord  si  lips,  as  they  have  truth. 

If  on  any  account  there  shall  still  bethought 
by  your  lordships  to  be  auy  seeming  strength 
>o  the  proofs  against  me  : If  by  your  lordships 
judgments,  springing  from  unknown  motives 
I shall  I*  thought  to  be  euilly  -.  If  for  any  rea- 
?°ns,  or  necessity  of  state,  of  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  which  I am  no  competent  judge  : 
JOor  lordships  diall  proceed  to  pass  this  hill 
fgainst  me:  God’s  will  he  done:  ‘Naked 
fame  I out  of  my  mother's  womb,  and  naked 

Voi.  VH£nmc<l  image  digitise,!  bl-  the  l.nivpr 
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‘ shall  I return  ; and  whether  he  gives  or  takes 
‘ away,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.’ 

Lord  Lechmere  moves,  That  Kelly  be  exa- 
mined  at  the  Bar,  relating  to  the  Bill  against 
the  Bishop  of  Rochester.]  The  Bishop  having 
done  speaking,  and  being,  with  his  counsel, 
withdrawn,  the  lord  Locliraere  took  notice, 
That  the  most  material  part  of  the  charge 
against  that  prelate  was  his  dictating  the  trea- 
sonable letter  to, Mr.  Kelly;  and  since  the 
letter  was  the  only  legal  witness  they  could 
have  in  this  doubtful  case,  lie  therefore  moved, 
“ That  George  Kelly  alias  Johnson,  now  a pri- 
soner in  the  Tower  of  London,  he  brought  to 
the  liar  of  this  House  on  Monday  mornfng  nexr, 
to  be  examined  upon  oath,  on  the  bill,  intituled, 
* An  Act  to  inflict'  pains  and  penalties  on 
‘ Francis  lord  bishop  of  Rochester.’  ” He  was 
seconded  by  the  earl  of  Carlisle;  but  opposed 
by  several  Lords  ; and  the  question  being  pnt 
upon  this  motion,  it  was  resolved  in  the  nega- 
tive by  80  voices  against  40. 

Protest  on  the  said  Motion’s  passing  in  the 
JVcgatizJs.]  Dissentient’  l.  “ Because  we  think 
it  unquestionable  that  the  said  Kelly  is  a compe- 
tent legal  witness  to  the  matters  charged  by 
the  bill  against  the  bishop,  and  could  not  be 
legally  refused  to  be  sworn  as  such,  if  the 
bishop  were  on  his  trial  for  the  same  in  the  or- 
dinary course  ofjustice  ; and  that,  whether  the 
said  Kelly  were  produced  either  for  or  against 
the  bishop  ; and,  we  conceive,  if  the  counsel 
for  the  bill  had  thought  lit  to  have  produced 
him  in  support  of  tlie  bill,  that  even  no  legal 
objection  could  have  been  made  by  the  bishop’s 
counsel  against  his  being  so  produced  and 
sworn,  the  bill  passed  this  House  against  the 
said  Kelly  not  having  received  the  royal  as- 
sent ; and  there  not  being  in  the  said  bill,  in 
our  opinious,  any  thiug  that  can  destroy  even 
his  legal  testimony,  when  the  same  is  passed 

2.  “ Because  tlie  three  letters,  dated  the 
20(h  of  April  1722,  supposed  to  contain  trea- 
sonable correspondences  with  the  Pretender 
and'  some  of  hts  agents,  have  been  made  the 

rincipal  charge  against  the  bishop,  and  hnve 

een  endeavoured  to  be  proved  to  have  been 
dictated  to  the  said  Kelly  by  the  bishop,  at  or 
about  the  time  of  tlieir  date ; but  this  not 
being  as  yet  done,  as  we  think,  by  direct  or 
positive  proof  by  any  ‘ living  witness  of  the 
fact,  but  by  circumstances  only,  we  think  it 
most  proper,  and  most  sale  and  just,  to  en- 
deavour to  discover  the  truth  of  that  material 
fact,  by  the  best  evidence*  the  nature  of  the 
thing  enn  admit  of ; and  that  this  House 
should  not  be  left  under  the  difficulties  of  judg- 
ing on  this  extraordinary  occasion  from  doubt- 
ful circumstances,  if  the  fact  mny  be  clennM 
by  certain  positive  proof,  and  the  examination 
of  a competent  and  n living  witness  upon  oath 
at  the  bar  of  this  House. 

3.  “ Because  several  living  witnesses  having 
been  examined  on  oath  at  the  bar  of  the 
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House,  on ' belinlf  of  the  bishop,  in  order  to' 
prove  by  their  positive  testimony  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, that  the  bishop  did  not  dictate  or 
direct,  or  was  any  wny  privy  to  the  writing  of 
the  said  letters,  or  any  of  them,  which  has,  in 
our  judgments,  rendered  it  of  yet  greater  impor- 
tance, that  the  supposed  writer  of  those  let- 
ters shotjld  be  brought  under  the  most  strict  and 
solemn  examination,  before  the  Bill  has  passed 
this  House. 

4.  “ Because  the  said  Kelly,  though  exa- 
mined before  committees  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  elsewhere,  hath  not,  to  our 
knowledge,  been  yet"  examined  upon  oath  to 
the  matters  contained  in  this  Bill ; and  it 
having  appeared  to  us,  in  other  instances  on 
this  occasion,  particularly  of  Mrs.  Barnes,  exa- 
mined for  the  Bill,  nud  of  Bingley  against  it, 
,who  have  materially  varied  their  examinations 
at  the  bar  of  this  House  from  their  former  exa- 
minations, at  the  same  time  declaring  their 
former  examinations  were  not  taken  and  sworn 
to  by  them,  wo  think  it  may  be  both  dangerous 
and’  derogatory  to  the  honour  and  justice  of 
the  House,  not  to  examine  upon  oath,  a per- 
son capable  of  discovering  the  matters  of  fact, 
on  which  the  justice  of  the  Bill  against  the 
bishop  must  depend  ; and  especially  after  the 
said  Kelly  hath  declared  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  next  to  that  of  his  being  upon  oath, 
that  the  bishop  did  not  dictate,  or  was  privy  to 
the  writing  the  said  letters,  or  any  of  them ; 
and  the  bishop  himself,  in  his  defence,  having 
also,  in  the  must  solemn  manner  of  assevera- 
tion, declared  his  innocence  in  this  particular, 
and  expressly  referring  to  the  former  assevera- 
tions of  the  said  Kelly,  as  we  conceive  as  a 
testimony  in  confirmation  of  his  own  assevera- 

5.  “ Because,  we  conceive,  that  the  said 
Kelly  was  not  only  a legal  witness  for  or  against 
the  bishop,  in  the  strictest  construction  of  courts 
ofjudicature;  but  the  examination  of  him  upon 
oath,  on  this  Bill,  is  in  every  respect  whatso- 
ever, in  our  judgments,  less  liable  to  objection 
than  in  any  or  most  other  evidences,  which  on 
this  occasion  have  been  allowed  ; because  the 
Bill,  passed  by  this  House  against  ,the  said 
Kelly,  if  it  obtains  the  royal  assent,  us  is  most 

C liable,  doth  (in  judgment  of  law,  as  hath 
n declared  by  the  judges)  ncquit  him  of  nuy 
further  pfosecution  for  the  said  treasons  therein 
charged  upon  him,  aitri  there  is  no  judgment  or 
pnnishmeut  inflicted  upon  him  in  the  said  Bill, 
which  can,  when  passed,  destroy  his  capucity  of 

Eg  evidence  on  any  occasion  ; and  the  same 
g passed  by  this  House,  aud  not  passed  the 
royal  assent,  leaves  the  said  Kelly,  in  our  opi- 
nions, under  less  influence  either  of  hopes  or 
fears,  than  such  witnesses  which  have  been  exa- 
mined on  this  occasion  under  commitments 
and  charge  of  high-treasou  ; and,  as  we  con- 
ceivo,  less  liable  to  that  objection  than  the  decla- 
ration of  Philip  Ncyuoe,  which  has  been  read 
against  the  bishop,’  though  never  signed  or 
sworn  to  by  him,  and  the  said  Neyuoe,  home 
mouths  sw^rl^tTaed^ppfldwyouriiig 


cape;  and  which  declaration  appears  to  us  to 
have  been  made  by  him  under  tbc  strongest 
influences  of  guilt  and  terror. 

ft.  “ We  think  the  crimes  charged  in  the 
Bill  ngniust  the  said  Kelly,  nre  in  their  nature 
distinct  and  independent  on  those  charged  upon 
the  bishop,  Kelly's  guilt  in  writing  the  said 
treasonable  letters  proved  upon  him  being  the 
same,  though  the  bishop  be  altogether  inno- 
cent in  relation  thereto  ; for  which  reasons,  as 
we  conceive,  this  House  did  refuse  to  permit 
Kelly  on  his  hill  to  give  evidence,  that  the 
bishop  did  not  dictate  the  said  letters  ; for 
which  reason  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  evi- 
dence which  Kelly  might  have  given  touching 
the  bishop’s  dictating  the  said  letters,  or  not, 
would  have  produced  no  consequence  at  all, 
with  regard  to  the  Bill  passed  against  himself, 
though  it  must  necessarily  hare  contributed  to 
tbe  proof  of  tbe  guilt  or  innocence  of  the 
bishop. 

7.  “ This  House  having  with  great  honour 
and  justice,  declared  to  several  persons  pro- 
duced as  witnesses  on  this  occasion,  that  it 
was  not  required  from  them  to  depose  any 
thing  which  did  or  might  tend  to  their  own  ac- 
cusation, the  testimony  of  the  said  Kelly,  if  he 
had  been  examined  on  oath,  we  doubt  not, 
would  have  been  taken  under  the  same  just 
indulgence;  and  if  he  had  submitted  to  have 
been  examined  on  oath  to  tbe  matters  of  this 
bill,  such  bis  examination  being  in  that  respect 
voluntary,  could  not,  in  our  opinions,  have 
been  construed  as  forced  from  him  by  tho  au-  , 
thority  of  this  House  ; and  such  testimony  os 
he  might  have  given  w ould  have  remained  under 
the  consideration  and  judgment  of  this  House,  J 
as  to  its  credit  and  influence,  on  all  circum- 
stances, in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  evi- 
dence for  and  against  the  bill  still  does.  ( Signed, J 
Cowper,  l^clunere,  Pomfret,  Bathurst, 
Bingley,  Fr.  Cestriens',  Compton,  Wil- 
longliliy  de  Broke,  Westou,  Bruce, 
Avlesford,  Hereford,  Gower,  Brooke, 
Middleton,  Denbigh,  Scirsdale,  Dart- 
mouth, Salisbury,  Foley,  Musham,  Car-  I 
digmi,  Exeter,  Wharton,  Litchfield,. Ux- 
bridge, Hay,  Strafford,  Northampton, 
Angiesea,  Berkeley  de  Stratton,  Pou- 
lcu,  Ashbumiiaro,  Guilford,  Craven.”  | 

Farther  Proceeding  on  the  Bill  against  the 
Bishop  of  Rochester.'}  May  13.  Tbe  bishop  of  ,| 
Rochester  being,  for  the  lest  time,  brought  to 
the  bar,  Mr.  Reeves,  one  of  the  counsel  for 
the  bill,  made  a reply  to  tbe  bishop's  Defence,  \ 
and,  in  particular,  justified  what  be  bad  said 
before  about  tbe  Letter  tlm  bishop  wrote  in  ! 
tbe  Tower,  and  was  found  about  one  of  his 
servants.  And  as  the  bishop  had  closed  hit 
speech  with  a passage  out  of  the  Holy  Scrip-  ■ 
ture,  so  Mr.  Reeves  concluded  with  these  ; 
words  out  of  Ecclesiastes,  chap.  10.  v.  20. 

“ Curse  not  the  king,  no  not  in  thy  thought, 
and  curse  not  the  rich  in  thy  bed-chambers 
For  a bird  of  the  air  shall  carry  the  voice,  and 
bnSiWtag6,ste»ll(1ielb  >M  matter.” 
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After  this  the  counsel  for  the  Bill  produced 
and  examined  several  witnesses  co  contradict 
what  had  been  deposed  relating  to  Neynoe. 

- The  bishop  of  Rochester  and  his  counsel 
having  much  insisted,  and  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  he  did  not  dictate  the  treasonable  letters 
in  question,  because,  at  the  time  they  were  sup- 
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posed  to.be  w 


i,  and  before  and  after,  li 


Asaph*  acquainted  the  House,  That ; 
juncture  of  lime,  he  had  received  a letter  from 
the  bishop  of  Rochester,  of  his  own  hand-writ- 
ing.  This  voluntary  evidence,  from  a person 
of  so  venerable  a character,  raised  the  atten- 
tion of  the  whole  House.  But  the  bishop  biin- 
self, rather  fired  with  indignation,  than  daunted 
by  so  unexpected  a charge,  absolutely  denied 
the  fact,  lioldly  challenged  his  accuser  to  prove 
it,  aud  offered  to  put  the  whole  trial  upon  that 
single  point. 

The  bishop  of  St.  Asaph  still  affirmed  that 
he  received  a letter,  which  he  took  to  Jte 
written  hy  the  bishop  of  Rochester  himself, 
from  the  hands  of  one  of  his  servants,  then  at 
the  bar ; but  being  somewhat  perplexed  as  to 
the  hour,  and  the  day,  and  at  the  same  time 
contradicted  by  Grant,  the  bishup  of  Roches- 
ter's servant,  the  prisoner,  in  an  exulting  mau- 
ner,  pressed  his  accuser  to  produce  the  .letter  in 
question : which  the  other  not  being  able  to 
do,  the  bishop  of  Rochester  severely  animad- 
verted upon  him  for  being  so  forward  to  give 
such  rush  evidence,  and  endeavouring  to  fix 
penury  upon  a man  of  bis  holy  function. 

This  affair  being  over,  tbe  i-orde,  in  n grand 
Committee  went  through  the  Bill,  ‘ For  iullict- 
‘ ing  pains  and  penalties  on  Francis  lord  bishop 
‘ of  Rochester,’  nnd,  about  ten  at  night,  ad- 
journed to  the  loth. 

Debate  on  the  third  Reading  of  the  Bill 
against  the  Bishop  of  Rochester.]  May  15. 
The  Bill  was  read  the  third  time,  aud  a mo- 
tion being  made  that  die  Bill  do  pass,  it  occa- 
sioned a very  warm  debate. 

The  Earl  Poitlet,  who  spoke  first,  shewed 
the  danger  of  such  nn  extraordinary  proceed- 
ing, and  urged,  That  the  swerving  from  the 
fixed  rules  of  evidence,  and  consequently  from 
justice,  must  inevitably  be  attended  with  the 
most  fatal  consequences  to  our  cxcelleut  con- 
stitution. 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  + spoke  next  as 
follows  : 

My  Lords ; 

I believe  it  will  be  expected  that  I should  say 
something  in  a case  so  extraordinary  as  this  is  j 
and  wherein  u brother  bisiiop  is  so  nearly  con- 
cerned. I beg  leave  to  begin  with  taking  no- 
tice of  some  things  that  were  peculiarly  ad- 
dressed to  this  Bench,  both  by  the  reverend 
prelate,  and  his  counsel  from  the  bar. 

The  first  is,  that  we  would  consider  how 
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agreeable  it  may  be  to  the  canons  and  disci- 
pline of  the  church,  in  this  extraordinary  man- 
uer  to  deprive  a bishop  of  all  his  preferments ; 
and  to  prohibit  him  the  use  nnd  exercise  nf  his 
function  for  his  life.  As  to  tins  objection, 
whatever  influence  it  may  hare  abroad  among 
ignorant  people,  yet,  as  to  your  lordships,  who 
know  our  constitution  so  well,  I cannot  ima- 
gine that  it  can  have  any  weight  at  all.  And 
indeed  when  I consider  all  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment relating  to  the  supremacy,  that  have  been 
ronde  for  near  two  hundred  rears;  when  I con- 
sider the  articles  of  our  church,  nur  canons, 
and  the  subscriptions  that  the  bishop  himself 
must  have  made,  nnd  must  have  required  from 
others,  in  the  exercise  of  his  function,  it  is 
matter  of  wonder  to  me,  that  such  an  objection 
should  lie  made,  either  by  a bishop  of  the  church 
of  England,  or  by  a lawyer  of  the  kingdom  of 
England.  1 do  not  indeed  recollect  above  one 
instance  of  a particular  act  of  parliament 
made  to  deprive  a bishop ; which  is  that  of 
Fisher,  bishop  of  Rochester,  who  was  so  de- 
prived, in  the  time  of  Henry  8.  But,  ,as  to 
general  acts  of  parliament,  whereby  both  bi- 
sbups  and  presbyters  have  been  deprived  of 
their  preferments,  we  have  a good  number: 
Thus,  in  the  beginning  of  queen  . Elizabeth's 
reign,  almost  all  the  bishops  of  England  were 
so  deprived  : And  at  the  revolution,  many  were 
sn ; and  all  might  have  been  so,  if  they  had  not 
complied  with  the  terms  of  the  act  nf  parlia- 
ment : And  at  the  restoration,  many  hundreds 
of  presbyters  were  deprived  in  the  same  man- 
ner, And  it  cannot  well  be  dunbted,  hut  that 
the  same  authority  which  can  make  laws  hy 
which  the  whole  bench  may  be  deprived,  may 
exert  itself  in  a particular  case,  if  they  lmve 
just  reasons  for  it. 

As  to  the  trial  of  bishops,  for  auy  crimes 
they  shall  be  guilty  of,  we  are  to  consider  the 
difl'erent  nature  of  the  crimes  nf  which  they  are 
accused ; and  the  trial  by  law  must  he  accord- 
ingly. If  the  crime  be  of  an  ecclesiastical 
nature,  such  as  ecclesiastical  courts  can  take 
cognizance  of,  as  simony,  heresy,  and  the  like; 
the  trial  regularly  must  be  by  the  archbishop  of 
the  province,  taking  to  his  assistance  some  of 
his  suffragan  bishops.  But,  even  in  this  case, 
if  either  the  archbishop  shall,  upon  complaint, 
neglect  to  try  him  ; nr,  if  upon  trial  he  shall 
acquit  and  absolve  him,  the  accuser  mny  appeal 
to  the  king  in  chancery  : Which  court  may 

appoint  a commission  of  delegates,  who  may, 
by  the  authority  of  the  crown,  judge  him,  de- 
prive him  of  his  hishoprick,  prohibit  him  the 
use  of  liis  function  for  his  life,  though  he  were 
before  acquitted  by  the  archbishop.  But  if 
the  crime  be  of  a civil  nature,  such  as  trea- 
son, (which  is  the  case  now  before  us)  the 
ecclesiastical  authority  has  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  it;  and  should  any  ecclesiastical  judge 
attempt  to  meddle  with  it,  he  would  be  judged 
to  attempt  against  the  kiog's  crown  and  dignity, 
and  quickly  have  his  proceedings  stopped  by  a 
prohibition  out  of  the  temporal  courts-.  And  I 
wo  old  iiftmerve  iurthtir,  ithitwfiriBthk-biabop  to 
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be  tried  in  llie  common  course  of  law,  for  the  and  much  less  against  a bishop,  but  upon  the 
crimes  whereof  he  is  accused  in  tliis  bill,  it  oaths  of  two  or  three  witnesses,  lo  answer  to 
must  he,  either  by  your  lordships,  as  a member  this,!  bee  leave  to  observe,  that  our  translation 
of  this  house ; or  by  the  judges  and  n jury  iu  renders  the  word,  not,  upon  the  oaths;,  but,  bo- 
Wcstininstcr-bnll.  1 would  not  at  present  say  fore  two  or  three  witnesses  i which  seems  to 
which,  because  it  would  lead  me  out  of  the  import  u very  different  sense  from  that  his 
wny:  But  iu  this  cose,  if  either  your  lordships,  lordship  puts  upon  , them.  .But,  not  to  enter 
or  the  judges  below,  should  pass  sentence  upou  into  any  critioal  examination  of  the  truth  of  our 
him  for  tlie  treason  of  which  lie  is  here  accused,  translation,  or  what  the  real  sense  of  the 
that  sentence  would,  ipso  Juctv,  deprive  him  words  is,  1 only  make  these  two  short  observn- 
of  his  bishoprick.  1 shall  add  no  more  hut  this  tions:  First,  That  the  sense  the  bishop  puts 
one  observation.  That  the  way  thnt  is  now  upon  them,  that  an  accusation 'against  a pres- 
takeu  to  deprive  him,  is  the  only  way  thnt  I by  ter  or  bishop,  must  not  be  so  much  as  rc- 
kuow  of,  wherein  the  bishops  can  have  any  ceived  iuto  court,  but  upon  the  oaths  of  two  or 
port  in  the  sentence  of  deprivation.  The  next  more  witnesses,  is  not  practised  in  the  church 
thing  that  was  suggested  from  the  bar,  parti-  of  England  ; and,  1 believe,  never  was  pruc-  j 
cularly  to  this  bench,  was,  That  we  should  con-  tised  in  any  cltristian  church  whatever.  The 
Stder  well  what  we  are  doing,  and  have  a care  second  observation  is,  That  whatever  be  the  1 
that  we  do  not,  by  concurring  in  this  .hill,  sense  of  these  words,  it  regards  only  the  eon-  I 
make  our  titles  to  our  bishoprics  precarious,  duct  of  n bishop  towards  his  presbyters;  bus  j 
As  to  this  admonition,  the  answer  is  very  ensy;  certainly  was  never  intended  to  give  a law  to  J 
That  it  becomes  us,  as  we  have  the  honour  to  the  supreme  power  of  a kingdom,  in  its  pro-  1 
have  seats  in  Parliament,  to  lake  care  to  do  ccedings  in  cases  of  high  treason,  against  any 
justice,  as,  on  the  one  side,  to  the  prisoner,  so,  subject  whatsoever.  But  the  bishop  urges  j 
on  the  other  side,  to  our  king  and  country:  further,  thnt  the  Jewish  Iniv  did  require  nt  lenst  J 
hud  Co  trust  in  God,  that  in  so  doing  we  shall  two  or  more  witnesses  in  all  judicial  proceed-  | 
neither  hurt  ourselves,  nor  our  successors,  ings ; and  from  thence  infers,  that  it  ought  to  I 
But,  so  far  ns  just  judges  may  look  to  events,  be  so  amongst  us.  To  this  it  may  be  replied^  ] 
the  armament  seems  to  me  to  lie  the  uther  way : that  i»  a part  of.  the  judicial  law  of  the  Jews,  I 
For,  it  for  want  of  doing  justice  against  traitors  which  was  not  given  to  us,  and  therefore  doth 
to  king  George,  the  Pretender  should  happen  not  oblige  us  any  more  limn  the  rest  of  that  I 
to  prevail,  (which  God  avert)  the  title  of  Pro-  law  doth,  except  where  the  reason  of  the  thing 
testnnt  bishops  is  like  to  be  very  precarious  lays  an  obligation  upon  us.  But  indeed,  1 am  J 
indeed.  As  to  the  power  of  Parliament  to  of  opinion,  that  that  law  doth  oblige  us,  so  far  | 
pass-  bills  of  this  kind,  the  Parliament  always  as  it  was  intended  to  oblige  (hem,  and  so  fur  as 
had  it,  has  frequently  exercised  it,  and  always  it  can  be  adapted  to  the  infinite  variety  of  | 
mint  have  it,  it  being  essential  to  the  veiy  cases,  thnt  roust  happen  in  judicial  matters.  I 
being  of  the  sapreme  p-'wer.  The  lives  and  That  law  is  very  short,  and  therefore  must  | 
liberties  of  every  man  m England  are  subject  leave  many  questions  thnt  may  be  made  about  ] 
to  it ; and  though  the  exercise  of  this  power  it  undetermined  : I shall  take  notice  of  these  I 
may  be  dangerous  to  persons,  who  will  venture  two  only;  The  first  js,  Whether  the  meaning  I 
upon  treasonable  practices,  trusting  to  their  of  it  be,  thnt  all  controversies  and  accusations  I 
cunning  and  artifice  to  skreen  them  from  the  whatever,  must  be  determined  by  witnesses  1 
law,  yet  I have  that  Confidence  in  the  integrity  and  no  other  way?  Or,  whether  upon  sup-  ] 
and  justice  of  the  crown,  and  two  Houses  of  position  that  the  matter  he,  to  be  determined  I 
Pat  hameut,  thnt  so  lung  as  this  example  is  tol- j solely  by  witnesses,  and  no  light  can  be  ' 
lowed,  of  giving  a full  and  fair  hearing  to  the  ! brought  to  it  any  other  way:  that  tlien  the  j 
persons  accused,  innocent  men  cannot  easily  witnesses  must  be  at  least  two;  the  second  is,  I 
sulTcr;  or  in  all  events,  that  if  corruption  or  whether  those  witnesses  must  swear  directly  to  | 
faction  should  ever  so  far  prevnii,  that  there  'the  fiict:  Fur  instance,  that  they  saw  such  a I 
should  be  danger  to  innocent  persons,  it  will  be  | man  murder  another,  or  the  like;  or  whether  I 
much  easier  to  corrupt  witnesses  or  juries,  or,  it  may  not  be  sufficient  that  they  swear  to  such  I 
to  find  other  methods  to  destroy  them,  than  circumstances,  as  infer  a strong  and  violent 
it  will  be  to  prevail  Upou  a parliament  to  da  it:  presumption,  thnt  such  a fact  was  committed  | 
As  1 arn  persuaded  that,  in  this  particular  case,  | by  such  a person  ? These  things  are  left  I 
had  there  been  any  corruption,  souio  other  undetermined  in  that  short  law  of  the  Jews ; I 

method  would  have-  been  found  out,  more  but  are  sufficiently  determined  by  the  nature 

effectually  to  come  at  the  person  concerned,  of  the  thing;  and  by  the  laws  of  all  nations, 
than  this  is  like  to  (lo.  and  particularly  of  our  own.  It  is  true  in- 

The  last  particular  that  the  bishop  peculiarly  deed,  that  in  cases  of  high-treason,  we  have 
addressed  to  the  bench,  »ns,  Thnt  we  would  from  political  considerations  determined,  that 
consider  the  words  of  St.  Paul  to  Timothy;  there  must  be  two  positive  witnesses,  to  some  , 
' against  an  elder  receive  not  nu  accusation,  one  or  more  overt  acts  of  the  same  treason  ; , 

‘ but  before  two  or  three  witnesses.’  The  i hot,  ns  to  all  other  crimes,  that  equally  affect 

sense  of  which  words  his  lordship  understood  I the  lives  and  estates  of  all  the  subjects  of 

to  lie,  That  an  accusation  should  nnl  be  so  England,  this  is  not  the  case  j and  men  may  by 

»"rh  a wdBfifliiMwi  «* 
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as  one  positive  witness-to  the. fact.  I beg  leave 
to  explain  this  in  the  nurds  of  my  lord  chief 
justice  Goke,(l  Instit.  fol.  6.)  * When  a trial  is 
< by  witnesses  regularly*  the  affirmative  ought 

« to  he  proved  by  two  or  three  witnesses; 

• but  when  the  trial  is  by  verdict  of  twelve 
‘ men,  there  the  judgment  is  not  given  upon 
‘ witnesses,  or  other  kind  of  evidences,  but 
1 upon  the  verdict ; nod  upon  such^evidenge  as 
‘ is  given  to  the  jury,  they  give  their  verdict; 

‘ and  many  limes  juries,  together  with 

‘ other  matter,  are  much  induced  by  presump- 
‘ tions.’  And  indeed,  if  no  mnu  could  be  con- 
victed of  murder  or  robbery,  or  other  crimes  of 
that  nature,  but  by  two  positive  witnesses  that 
saw  the  feet  done,  nothing  woold  he  easier  or 
taler,  than  'the  commission  of  those  crimes; 
and  no  man  could  have  any  security,  either  for 
his  person  or  his  estate:  And  therefore,  if  in 
cases  of  high-treason  our  law  requires  positive 
witnesses,  it  is  not  from  any  moral  necessity, 
or  point  of  conscience ; tut  from  political 
reasons,  which  must,  and  always  will  be,  sub- 
ject to  the  judgment  of  parliament. 

Having  now  done  with  what  was  from  the 
bar  peculiarly  applied  to  this  bench,  I now  beg 
your  lordships’  leave  to  proceed  more  directly 
to  the  bill  itself. 

And  here  two  things  are  necessary  to  be 
considered,  in  order  to  convince  your  lordships, 
that  it  is  a bill  fit  to  be  passed.  The  first  is, 
die  lawfulness  of  it ; the  second  is,  the  pru- 
dence or  expediency  of  it.  As  tn  the  lawful- 
ness of  it,  it  will  be  necessary  also  to  consider, 
first,  Whether  your  manner  of  proceeding  in 
this  bill  be  lawful  ? Secondly,  Whether  the 
bishop  be  really  guilty  of  the  crimes  charged 

As  to  the  manner  of  proceeding,  many 
things  have  been  objected  ; That  it  is  by  way 
of  bill,  and  not  a trial  in  the  course  of  law ; 
That  evidence  has  been  admitted,  that  would 
not  have  been  admitted  in  any  of  our  courts ; 
That  these  things  are  contrary  to  the  liberty  of 
the  subject ; That  every  subject  has.  a right  to 
the  luw6  of  his  country  : and  that  he  has  an 
injury  done  him,  if  he  be  denied  the  benefit  of ! 
them  : This  I take  to  be  the  sum  of  what  has  ! 
been  objected  against  the  jusiice  of  your  pro-  j 
ceedings  in  this  bill. 

In  answer  to  these  objections,  I beg  leave  to 
consider,  first,  wherein  the  liberty  of  England 
consists,  which  is  a point  commonly  pretty  ! 
much  mistaken.  Many  people  are  apt  to  1 
imagine,  ihut  the  difference  betwixt  us  and 
some  of  our  neighbouring  countries,  is,  that 
they  are  under  absolute  power,  and  we  are  not ; 
whereas  in  truth  all  countries,  that  are  supreme 
within  themselves,  have  equally  an  absolute 
pnwer  ; and  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  it  can- 
not possibly  be  otherwise:  No  government  can 
•ubsm.if  there  be  not  a power  in  it,  to  change, 
to  ahrogate,  to  suspend,  or  dispense  with  its 
mws,  as  necessity  or  coaveniency  shall  require, 
which  is  what  we  call  absolute  power ; and 
therefore,  the  difference  betwixt  one  govern- 
****  »«d  itiii  tfiaE  'oA1^ ' f 


has  such  a power  and  the  other  has  not;  but 
lies  merely  in  the  diderence  of  the  hands,  in 
which  this  power  is  placed;  where  this  is 
placed  in  one  hand,  in  the  king,  we  call  that 
an  absolute  monarchy:  Where  this  is  not  solely 
in  the  king,  but  only  as  he  acts  in  con- 
junction with  the  states  of  the  kingdom,  that 
we  call  a limited  monarchy ; and  the  people 
that  live  under  such  government,  are  called 
a free  people ; because  they  live  under  set 
laws,  which  could  not  at  first  be  made,  nor  can 
afterwards  be  altered  or  dispensed  with,  but 
by  iheir  own  consent : However,  there  is  still 
in  such  countries,  a power,  equally  above  all 
their  laws,  as  there  is  in  the  most  absolute  mo- 
narchy in  the  world.  What  I have  said  upon 
this  first  bead,  will  in  a great  measure  explain  a 
second  question : What  that  right  is,  which  the 
subjects  of  this  country  have  to  its  laws? 
W hicli  is  in  short,  a right  to  claim  the  benefit 
of  them  against  the  crown,  or  any  court  acting 
under  the  crown,  till  the  states  of  the  kingdom, 
(which  are  virtually  every  man  in  the  king- 
dom) think  fit  to  consent  to  the  alteration  of 
them.  The  king  is  indeed  supreme,  but  bis 

Kwer  is  only  according  to  the  laws  in  being; 

them  he  is  bound  to  act,  and  if  auy  of  hi* 
officers  act  contrary  to  them,  what  they  do  is 
null  and  void  ; and  they  are  punishable  for  it; 
and  the  subjects  have  a claim  of, right  against 
them  : But  if  the  king  and  his  people  think 
fit  to  come  to  a new  agreement  to  alter  any 
such  law,  there  is  an  end  of  all  claim  of  right  in 
the  subject : The  claim  is  taken  away  by  their 
own  consent;  for,  as  I said  before,  every  man 
in  the  kingdom  virtually  consents  to  what  is 
done  by  an  net  of  parliament.  And  there  is 
an  absolute  necessity,  that  there  should  be  such 
a power  as  this  in  every  country  ; for  the  state 
of  human  affairs  is  so  changeable,  that  it  does 
not  admit  of  any  set  of  unalterable  laws. 
What  is  good  at  one  time  may  be  destructive  at 
another;  and  what  is  generally  good,  may, 
under  particular  circumstances,  require  a dis- 
pensation by  a proper  authority*  And  here, 
give  me  leave  to  observe  to  your  lordships,  the 
difference  there  is  betwixt  the  eternal  laws  of 
justice  aniT  righteousness,  and  all  positive  laws 
whatever.  That  as  to  the  first,  we  are  made 
lor  them,  and  the  nearer  we  do  in  all  things 
conform  to  them,  the  more  noble  and  lovely, 
and  excellent  creatures  we,  are : But  as  to 
positive  laws,  they  are  all  made  for  u* ; and 
the  more  they  conform  to  us,  the  more  they 
obviate  all  our  wants  and  difficulties;  the 
more  they  answer  to  all  our  necessities,  the 
better  tliey  are. 

As  to  what  is  complained  of,  that  your  lord- 
ships have-  admitted  evidence  to  be  read,  that 
would  not  have  been  admitted  in  the  courts 
below : I conceive,  that  acting  in  the  capacity 
yon  now  do,  you  have  a full  pow  er  to  do  it,  and 
have  not  broken  any  of  the  general  rules  of 
justice  by  it.  You  liave  let  in  all  the  light, 
that  yon  thought  might  be  proper  to  give  you  a 
fall  knowledge  of  the  matter ; and  in  the  ca- 
tci,  t ^not'Wi^lMjbly  be  of 


ID!) J PART,.  HISTORY,  9 George  I.  I m— Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill  [300 


opinion,  it  was  your  duty  to  do  so;  but  in 
i'urmiog  of  your  judgments,  I take  for  grunted, 
time  your  lordships  will  distinguish,  and  lay  no 
more"  weight  upon  any  thing  than  it  deserves. 
As  to  the'  rules  of  receiving  evidence  in  West- 
miuster-hall,  I conceive,  that  they  are  no  part 
of  natural  justice,  but  only  artificial  rules  fram- 
ed for  convenicncy,  and  bind  no  courts,  hut  ns 
they  have  agreed  to  them,  ami  so  are  become 
the  customs  of  the  court.  That  these  rules 
are  no  part  of  natural  justice  appears  from 
hence,  that  even  among  ourselves  they  nre 
different  in  different  courts : that  those  used  in 
our  courts,  nre  very  different  from  those  used  in 
other  countries : that  they  differ  here,  accord- 
ing. to  the  different  causes  or  crimes  that  are  to 
be  tried.  May,  they  nre  so  far  from  being  fun- 
damental parts  of  justice,  that  they  must  re- 
quire a good  deal  of  time  and  art  to  form  them. 
And  I am  persuaded,  time  was  a person  of  good 
natural  sense,  who  knows  nothing  of  the  law, 
asked  his  opinion,  he  would  be  apt  to  think  it 
to  be  a part  of  nnttiral  justice,  that  every  per- 
son that  prosecuted  a cause  in  any  court,  should 
be  at  liberty  to  produce  before  tlmt  court  what- 
ever be  thought  material  to  his  cause : and 
there  is  no  doubt  hut  that  this,  was  the  original 
way  of  proceeding ; but  that  in  process  of  time, 
when  courts  came  to  have  a good  deal  of  busi- 
ness, and  they  found  by  experience,  that  this 
way  of  laying  every  thing  before  them,  tended 
to  lengthen  causes  (which  was  especially  incon- 
venient where  juries  are  concerned,  who  must 
end  a cause  before  they  part)  these  rules  were 
gradually  found  out,  which,  though  they  may- 
be generally  convenient,  yet  may  sometimes 
hinder  justice,  by  not  suffering  all  the  light 
to  come  into  the  court  that  may  be  material  in 
the  cause. 

I now  come  to  consider  the  second  and  main 
point  of  justice  to  he  regarded  in  this  bill, 
which  is,  -Whether  the  bishop  be  guilty,  or  not, 
of  the  treasonable  practices  charged  upon  him 
ill  it:  and  in  this  1 shall  be  tin:  shorter,  because 
your  lordships  have  heard  the  evidence  ou  both 
aides,  and  all  that  lias  been  said  from  tbe  bar 
by  both  sides  upon  it. 

Tbe  cause  of  Kelly  is  so  connected  with  that 
of  the  Bishop,  that  I must  heg  leave  to  speak  a 
few  words  to  the  one,  before  l proceed  to  tbe 
other.  As  to  Kelly,  I would  observe,  in  the 
first  place,  that  one  strong  presumption  of  his 
guilt  is.  That  when  he  was  first  taken  up  he  re- 
sisted t he  officers ; that  lie  seized  his  sword  and 
some  papers  tbnt  hnd  been  taken  away  from 
him,  and  was  resolute  to  burn  those  papers, 
though  with  the  apparent  hazard  of  his  own 
life  ; and  being  guilty  of  tbe  murder  of  one  of 
the  officers  that  Imd  seized  him.  In  the  next 
place,  it  is  proved,  That  alter  lie  was  taken  up, 
the  people  at  his  lodgings  burned  the  rest  of 
bis  papers ; n plain  evidence,  that  they  who 
knew  his  manner  of  life  and  conversation,  sus- 
pected that  he  was  guilty;  and  this  is  agreeable 
to  what  Nevuoe  told  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  there  was  at  tlmt  time  a gene- 
ral burning  -Tibi*  dliyy  rAfloiheri  f^eni 


sumption  of  his  guilt  is,  That  when  he  wav 
taken  up  the  second  time,  he  offered  several 
sums  of  money  to  the  people  of  the  house  where 
he  was  in  custody,  to  suffer  him  to  esenpe  : 
these  things  1 mention,  not  ns  full  proofs  of  bis 
guilt,  but  as  strong  presumptions,  tbnt  make 
every  tiling  else  that  is  sworn  against  him  very- 
credible.  The  chief  evidences  of  bis  guilt,  are 
a great  number  of  intercepted  letters,  both 
from  him  und  to  him,  containing  treasonable 
matters : those  from  him,  nre,  bv  several  wit- 
nesses, proved  to  be  bis  hand-writing,  particu- 
larly by  tbe  officers  of  the  post-office,  who  took 
them  and  transcribed  them  : and  as  to  those  to 
him,  several  witnesses  have  proved,  that  be 
gave  orders  at  several  public  bouses  to  take 
them  in  when  they  came  from  the  post ; that  he 
himself  received  them  from  thence,  opened  and 
rend  them.  And  it  is  also  further  proved,  that 
answers  were  returned  to  them  in  his  ou-n 
hand-writing.  These  things  E take  to  be  ploiu 
and  strong  evidences  of  bis  guilt. 

As  to  the  person  concerned  in  this  bill,  though 
it  lie  a great  trouble  to  me  to  think,  tlmt  any 
bishop  of  this  church  should  be  guilty  of  so  foul 
u crime,  as  that  objected  to  him ; yet  I cannot 
but  be  of  opinion,  that  if  he  be  really  guilty, 
ills  interest  of  our  church,  as  well  as  justice  io 
our  king  and  country,  do  require  that  he  should 
be  convicted  and  punished.  And  indeed  1 can- 
not but  be  of  opinion,  that  whoever  believes 
Kelly  to  be  guilty,  must  believe  the  bishop  to 
lie  guilty  too.  1 shall  not  insist  upon  what  is 
called  hearsay  evidence,  though  there  be  a great 
deal  ofit  against  the  bishop,  only  mustobscrie, 
tlmt  the  conduct  of  a Protestant  bishop  must 
have  been  very  odd  and  unaccountable,  if  he  be 
innocent ; that  so  many  J acohites  (as  bnvedone 
io  this  case)  should  declare,  that  they  not  only 
esteemed  him  to  be  in  tile  pint,  but  to  be  ilie 
chief  conductor  of  it.  It  is  however  fit  to  say 
something  as  to  the  case  of  Neynne,  because 
the  bishop  and  his  counsel  have  taken,  up  so 
much  of  your  lordships’  time,  and  produced  co 
many  witnesses  In  prove  him  a knave.  I did 
indeed  myself  always  think  him  to  be  a knave, 
and  that  nothing  that  lie  said  was  to  be  believed 
inertly  upon  bis  auiliouty;  but  on  the  oilier 
side,  the  testimony  of  the  greatest  knave  io  the 
world  may  be  taken  against  himself;  aud  they 
themselves  have  proved  tlmt  be  was  a Jacobite, 
and  thoroughly  in  that  interest,  even  when  lie 
was  making  some  discoveries  against  them ; 
and  therefore  what  he  says  in  that  respect  bears 
some  weight,  ns  lieing  against  persons  whom 
he  favoured,  and  would  hurt  asiittle  as  possible: 
some  other  tilings  that  lie  said  ure  also  con- 
firmed by  concurrent  circumstances,  and  other 
discoveries;  and  these  may  have  their  weight, 
though  he  were  never  so  great  a knave.  Oue 
of  the  things  that  he  said  in  his  confession,  was. 
That  he  frequently  went  with  Kelly  to  the 
bishop  of  Rochester’s,  and  left  him  there  (as 
Kelly  told  him)  to  write  bis  letters.  This  is 
confirmed  by  a credible  witness  at  your  bar, 
who  swears,  that  Neynoe  used  to  be  frequently 
S»i,r|jis1k-9h8p1:s^i  Md  cl?iwI  at  j least  threa  or 
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four  times,  that  he  waited  there  for  a sensible 
ingenious  gentleman,  that  was  gone  about  bu- 
siness to  the  bishop  of  Rochester : he  did  not 
indeed  tell  him  the  name,  but  the  thing  seems 
to  me  to  look  stronger  than  if  he  had,  because 
it  would  have  looked  more  like  a piece  of  art 
-and  contrivance  to  have  told  the  nnme  of  a 
man,  whom  he  knew  to  be  gone  to  the  bishop 
about  a criminal  correspondence.  I only  beg 
leave  to  take  notice  of  one  tiling  more  relating 
to  Neynoe;  the  bishop’s  witnesses  have  fully 
proved  limt  Neynoe  told  them,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  given  him  several 
sans  of  money,  to  endeavour  to  get  out  of 
Kelly  the  explication  of  the  cant  names  that 
were  used  in  the  correspondence,  nnd  that  lie 
had  promised  him  much  greater  sums,  if  he 
would  go  to  France  and  get  it  out  of  Dillon, 
and  the  Jacobites  there  : the  inference  from 
which  I take  to  be  very  plain,  that  the  court 
did  not  then  know  who  the  persons  were  Hint 
were  designed  by  ihose  cant  nnmes,  and  that 
they  did  believe  that  Kelly  did  know,  and  that 
Dillon  and  the  Jacobites  in  France  knew  too  ; 
which  effectually  and  folly  confutes  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  bishop,  of  which  he  did  not  bring 
the  least  proof,  that  the  plot  was  a contrivance 
of  peisons  in  power. 

The  next  thing  I beg  leave  to  take  notice  of 
relating  to  the  bishop,  is  a letter,  taken  among 
his  papers,  from  a lady  of  great  quality,  of 
whicluhe  bishop,  though  it  was  objected  to  him 
by  the  counsel  for  the  bill,  has  taken  no  notice, 
which  I conceive  be  would  and  ought  to  have 
done,  had  it  been  possible  to  give  any  fair 
account  of  it.  The  lady  (the  dutcliess  of  Or- 
mond) in  that  letter  tells  him,  1 That  she  sent 
something  that  she  had  received,  she  could  not 
tell  for  whom,  but  let  it  be  for  whom  it  would, 
she  thought  he  might  be  trusted,  and  that  it 
could  not  lie  put  into  better  hands a strong 
suspicion  this,  considering  all  circumstances, 
that  here  was  a correspondence  by  cant  names, 
which  the  lady  did  not  certainly  know,  bat  be- 
lieved the  bishop  might;  or  however,  that  lie 
was,  in  nil  events,  a person  to  be  trusted. 

Another  very  suspicious  circumstance  against 
the  hishop,  is,  the  letters  from  captain  Hal- 
stead ; and,  what  has  been  proved  at  your  bar, 
that  this  same  captain  Halstead,  a little  before 
be  went  in  his  ship  to  fetch  over  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  waited  upon  the  bishop,  and  stayed 
with  him  an  hour.  This  thing  indeed  directly 
proves  nothing,  but,  all  things  considered,  is 
very  suspicious ; und  the  more  so,  because  the 
bishop  has  given  no  account,  either  of  bis  ac- 
quaintance with  him  in  general,  or  of  the  par- 
ticular reason  of  that  visit,  at  a time  that  leaves 
so  much  ground  to  suspect  the  worst.  The 
next  particular  that  deserves  your  lordships’ 
oonsideratiqn,  is,  the.  letter  to  Dubois,  found 
among  the  bishop's  pnpers  when  he  was  taken 
’“Pi  and  sealed  with  the  tame  seal  with  that  let- 
ter taken  upon  the  bishop’s  servunt,  which  he 
oonfcssetli  to  be  his  own  baud- writing.  It  is 
not  indeed  proved  that  the  letter  to  Dubois  is 
the^  hand.*irjnna:ofitlarj  :iw*li»pji  hpeiirij  (body  it 


tliat  reads  it  will  easily  be  persuaded,  that  it  i* 
not  the  natural  mid  ordinary  way  of  w riting  of 
any  person,  but  n disguised  hand  like  print, 
except  only  some  few  letters,  which  escaped 
the  care  of  the  writer,  and  are  very  like  those 
of  the  bishop  : But,  after  a long  examination, 
it  appears  plainly,  that  the  seals  are  the  same, 
and  that  the  one  could  not ^ be  counterfeited 
from  the  other,  because  the  first  letter  was 
originally  taken  with  the  seal  broken,  and  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  House  of  Commons 
when  the  second  letter  was  taken  upon  the 
bishop’s  servant : It  appears  plainly  by  this 
letter  to  Dubois,  that  the  person  who  wrote  it 
was  in  a secret  and  dangerous  correspondence; 
chat  he  was  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Johnson  or 
Kelly  ; that  he  received  letters  by  his  hand, 
and  wrote  an  answer  in  his  hand.  How  far  all 
these  circumstances,  taken  together,  prove  the 
bishop  to  be  the  author  of  this  letter,  1 submit 
to  your  lordships'  judgment;  for  my  part,  I 
think  they  do,  especially  considering,  that  the 
bishop  has  given  no  account  of  it. 

I now  proceed  to  the  principal  charge  against 
the  bishop,  the  dictating  to  Mr.  Kelly  the  three 
letters  of  the  SOth  of  April,  signed,  one  by  the 
name  of  Jones,  another  by  the  name  of  Illing- 
ton,  the  third  by  the  figures  1378,  which  the 
decypherers  explain  by  the  letter  R : The  first 
directed  to  Mr.  Chivers,  or  Dillon,  the  second 
to  Mr.  Musgrave,  or  lord  Mar,  the  third  to  Mr. 
Jackson,  or  the  Pretender. 

It  may  be  proper,  before  I take  notice  of  the 

firoofs,  that  the  bishop  did  really  dictate  these 
etters,  to  take  notice  of  an  objection  with  re- 
spect to  the  time ; the  letters  are  dated  the  20th 
of  April,  and  the  bishop  has  produced  five  or 
six  of  his  servants,  who  swear,  that  nbout  that 
time  he  was  so  very  ill,  that  he  could  not  write 
himself,  and  that  he  did  not  see  any  person  to 
whom  he  could  dictate  these  letters.  To  this  it 
may  be  replied,  tliat  it  does  not  appear  that  all 
the  servants  which  the  bishop  then  had,  were 
produced  before  your  lordships ; and  you  can- 
not but  he  sensible,  that  treasonable  practice* 
are  commonly  carried  on  in  a very  secret  way ; 
and  it  appears  that  the  bishop’s  correspondence 
with  Kelly  has  been  so  carried  on ; for  though 
there  is  plain  evidence,  that  they  were  frequent 
ly  together,  and  that  they  were  acquainted,  » 
confessed  both  by  the  bishop  and  Kelly,  yet 
scarce  any  one  of  the  servants  produced  would 
confess  that  ever  they  had  seen  Kelly,  or  heard 
of  the  name  of  Johnson,  which  was  die  name 
by  which  he  went.  In  the  next  place,  none  of 
these  witnesses  prove  that  die  bishpp  was  so 
bad  that  he  could  see  no  company,  till  about 
the  16th  or  17th  of  April ; aud  it  is  very  pro- 
bable, that  the  letters  must  have  been  dictated 
so  long,  if  not  longer,  before  the  SOth,  on  which 
they  are  dated,  because  Kelly  was  to  transcribe 
mid  put  tLein  into  cypher,  which  is  a work  of 
time  and  care ; and  perhaps,  after  all,  they 
might  be  designedly  post-dated,  that  the  bishop 
finding  himself  going  into  n great  fitof  the  gout, 
might  have  all  that  to  plead  which  your  lord- 
• ships  hteiigilt^i'dj-.iilr^liSaiatiiwolwijld  ever  be 
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> called  in  question.  Upon  all  these  considera- 
tions, I conuoc  but  think  it  very  clear,  that  the 
bishop  might  have  dictated  these  letters : We 
are  now  therefore  to  examine  whether  he  did 

The  first  thing  that  brought  light  into  this 
matter,  was  the  small  accident  of  a dag  being 
tent  from  France,  which  by  the  intercepted  let- 
ters, appeared  to  be  sent  to  one  that  went  hy 
the  names  of  Jones  and  illington.  Wheu  Mrs. 
Barnes  was  examined  before  the  council,  upon 
Kelly’s  being  taken  up,  she  was  upou  the  re- 
serve, and  would  confess  nothing  that  she 
thought  might  tend  any  way  to  hurt  Kelly,  but 
being  asked  about  this  little  dog,  who  it  was  for, 
she  readily,  answered,  tlint  Kelly  had  told  her, 
it  was  for  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  which  she 
has  since  confirmed  by  oath  at  the  bar  of  this 
House.  This  little  accident,  not  suspected  at 
the  time  of  the  discovery  to  be  of  any  conse- 
quence, has  given  occasion  since  to  look  into 
so  many  circumstances,  as  plainly  hring  the 
matter  home  to  the  bishop.  And  indeed,  if  all 
the  particulars  in  the  intercepted  letters  be 
compared  with  those  things  that  are  in  proof 
with  respect  to  the  bishop,  I believe  your  lord- 
ships  will  be  of  opinion,  that  they  cannot  all 
belong  to  any  one  person  in  the  world  besides 
himself.  In  the  first  place,  since  it  is  proved 
that  Kelly  wrote  these  letters,  the  person  who 
dictated  them  must  have  been  an  acquaintance 
of  Kelly’s ; it  is  confessed  on  all  hands  that  the 
bishop  was  so.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  implied 
in  one  of  the  intercepted  letters,  that  the  person 
that  went  by  the  name  of  Jones  and  Illington 
was  a clergyman  ; so  far  still  agrees  to  the 
bishop.  Again,  this  person  is  mentioned  in  all 
theinterceptrd  letters,  as  a person  of  great  con- 
sequence and  credit,  upon  whose  advice  the 
party  very  much  depend  : And  indeed  the  vpry 
manner  and  air  of  writing  the  .three  letters 
pluinly  shew,  that  the  person  who  wrote  them 
thought  himself  so  ; this  also  agrees  with  all 
the  other  discoveries  about  the  bishop.  Were 
there  uo  other  particulars  but  these,  it  will  be 
hard  to  imagine  thnt  they  could  well  belong  to 
any  other  person  ; but  if  we  consider  farther, 
that  this  Jones  or  Illington  came  to  town  such 
a day  of  the  month,  went  out  of  town  such  ano- 
ther day  of  the  month,  esme  back  again  to 
town  such  another  day,  was  himself  sick  at  such 
a time,  that  his  w ile  was  sick  at  such  another 
time,  aud  that  she  Hied  at  such  a time; 
all  which  are  an  evidence  with  respect  to  the 
bishop  ; if  we-do,  I say,  consider  all  these  cir- 
co  lust  an  cp*.  togetlier,  it  will  plainly  appear,  that 
they  can  ueloug  to  no  other  man  iu  the  world 
but  the  bishop. 

After  diis,  I humbly  appreheud  nothing  need 
be  said ; however  I beg  leave  just  to  mention 
somethin!'  relating  to  the  letter  that  was  taken 
upon  die  bishop's  servant ; by  the  whole  air  of 
which  letter,  it  looks  as  comine  from  a person 
who  did  noL  esteem  himself  to  be  innocent,  but 
who  thought  that  nothing  could  be  legally 
proved  against  him ; and  therefore  there  is  uot 
•n« 


first  thought  that  must  naturally  have  come 
into  the  head  of  any  one  thnt  really  was  so  ; 
he  writes  wholly  with  the  air  of  • man  that  had 
been  used  to  intrigues;  speaks  of  the  concent 
that  his  friends  should  Imve  for  him  mid  the 
cause;  discourses  largely  about  die  kind  of 
evidence  that  was  against  him  ; takes  notice  in 
particular  what  cannot  ufiect  him,  ‘ If’  suys 
he  • the  Narrative'  or  Report  ‘ relates  chiefly  to 
‘ Neynoe’s,  Semple's  and  Layer's  affairs,  so  far 
1 it  cannot  affect  me,  for  I never  heard  of  die 
‘ names  of  either  of  the  three,  till  after  this 
‘ filot  broke  out.’  It  is  plain  by  these  words, 
t|mt  he  did  uot  then  know  what  was  iu  the 
Narrative  against  him,  but  he  is  very  sure  that 
neither  Neynoe,  nor  Semple,  nor  Layer  could 
affect  him.  Could  an  innocent  man  have  thus 
distinguished,  and  could  not  they  have  affected 
him  as  much  as  any  body  else,  if  lie  really  was 
innocent?  Nothing  can  affect  such  a person 
but  forgery,  and  that  may  come  from  any 
quarter;  but  in  die  whole  letter  he  does  not 
express  the  least  suspicion  of  forgery ; and  yet 
this  is  the  first  thought  thnt  must  naturally  have 
come  into  the  head  of  an  innocent  person.  ~ I 
beg  leave  to  hint  at  this  one  tiling  more,  that 
as  he  says  thnt  these  three  persons  copld  not 
affect  him,  because  he  never  knew  them ; so 
accordingly  they  have  not  nffected  him,  or  said 
any  thing  of  their  own  knowledge  about  him ; 
which  is  one  good  evidence,  that  what  is  said 
against  him  is  not  forged  but  real. 

Having  spoken  to*  the  justice,  I shall  be 
shorter  upon  the  next  head,  which  is  the  ex-  I 
periiency  or  prudence  of  this  bill.  Hail  there  J 
been  what  we  call  legal  evidence  against  the  1 
party  concerned,  your  lordships,  I take  for  I 
granted,  would  not  easily  hare  gone  into  this  I 
extraordinary  method  of  proceeding;  for  though  I 
it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  Parliament  I 
bare  this  power,  whenever  they  think  proper  I 
to  make  use  of  it,  yet  I do  agree  with  the  noble  I 
Lords,  that  it  is  a power  not  fit  to  be  used,  I 
but  where  and  when  the  public  good  requires  j 
we  should  use  it,  which  I humbly  conceive  is  I 
the  cose  at  present.  A most  dangerous  plot  I 
against  the  government  has  been  discovered  ; a I 
great  number  of  letters  and  papers  relating  to  I 
it,  liave  been  laid  before  the  two  Houses  of  I 
Parliament ;.  these  liave  been  printed  and  pub-  I 
lislied  by  order  of  both  Houses : The  eyes  uot  I 
only  of  our  own  country,  but  of  ull  Europe,  I 
are  upon  us  to  see  what  we  wifi  do,  though  the  I 
evidence  of  a plot  iu  general  be  as  clear  as  the  I 
light,  and  the  evidence  agaiusl  several  particu-  I 
lur  persons  very  plain ; yet,  as  our  laws  are,  it  I 
is  not  wbat  we  call  legal  evidence;  the  parlies  I 
concerned  will  make  no  confession,  aud  we  have  ] 
not  the  methods  used  in  all  other  countries,  to  I 
extort  confessions  from  them:  What  then?  I 
Shall  we  see  our  king  aud  country  in  danger,  I 

and  do  nothing  for  them?  .Shall  conspirators  go  I 
on  with  total  impunity,  only  because  they  are  ob-  I 
stinate,  and  artificially  skrccu  themselves  behind  | 
the  law  ? I doubt,  my  Lords,  that  if  this  prove 
the  case,  we  shall  appear  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  . 
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both  at  home  and  abroad,  will  think  that  we 
have  no  zeal  for  t!i4  preservation  of  our  king 
and  government;  and  if  once  they  do  think 
ao,  your  lordships  cannot  but  be  all  sensible,  how 
this  must  encourage  our  enemies  and  discou- 
rage our  friends,  and  bring  us  iuto  that  con- 
temptible state',  in  which  no  government  was 
ever  long  supported. 

But  a noble  lord  (lord  Cowper)  has  been 
pleased  to  observe,  that  the  best  way  to  serve 
the  government,  is  to  do  popular  things,  and  by 
that  to  procure-  the  love  of  the  people.  I per- 
fectly agree  in  this,  and  cannot  but  be  o ( opi- 
nion, that  this  government  Ims  done  so,  ns  far 
as  it  has  been  able  : our  religion  has  been  pre- 
served; justice  has  been  equally  administered 
to  all  sorts  of  people;  none  of  nur  rights  or 
liberties  have  been  invaded ; we  have  lived  in 

Cace  nt  home,  while  many  other  countries 
ve  suffered  all  the  miseries  of  war ; these  are, 
or  I am  wire  should  be,  esteemed  popular 
things:  And  if  some  other  things,  which  might 
have  been  for  the.good  of  the  people,  have  not 
teen  done,  it  has  been  the  fault  of  those  that 
complain  most,  aud  not  of  the  government. 
And  if  there  be  discontents  now  in  the  king- 
dom, it  is  plain  that  the  foundation  of  them 
was  laid  long  ago  by  the  enemies  to  our  present 
happy  settlement:  For  I am  persuaded,  that 
the  discontents  were  higher  and  greater  within 
four  months  after  the  king  came  to  England, 
and  shewed  themselves  much  more,  in  a num- 
ber of  rebellious  riots  and  tumults,  than  any 
thing  that  appears  at  present,  and  yet  nothing 
then  could  be  objected  to  the  government,  but 
that  some  persons  were  not  preferred,  who 
both  befure  and  since  hnve  made  it  too  plain 
that  they  were  not  fit  to  be  trusted.  But  as  it 
is  the  duty  of  those  in  power,  to  do  all  the  po- 
pular things  thev  can  ; so,  I must  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  .tjie  subjects, 
(and  the  greater  they  are  the  more  it  is  their 
duty)  to  put  the  best  interpretation  upon  the 
actions  of  the  government,  that  things  will 
bear;  not  to  misrepresent;  not  to  put  false 
colours  upon  things ; and  much  more  not  to 
invent  lies  and  slanders,  and  disperse  them  up 
and  down  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  alienate  the 
affections  of  the  people:  These  things  have 
been  done,  and  done  with  great  care  nml  di- 
ligence, and  by  some  too,  who  would  take  it 
▼ery  ill  to  be  called  Jacobites.  These  are  the 
chief  causes  of  the  disaffection  among  us,  aud 
indeed  of  all  the  real  grievances  we  labour  un- 
der. Is  the  king  forced  to  p,ut  the  nation  to 
charges,  to  keep  up  a greater  number  of  forces 
than  otherwise  would  be  needful?  It  is  entirely 
owing  to  this  cause.  Are  our  debts  not  paid  ? 
Is  nur  credit  not  so  good  ns  we  would  be  glad 
to  have  it ! Let  this  artificial  raising  of  discon- 
tents once  cease,  aud  these  things  will  quickly 
Blend  of  themselves.  Indeed,  were  this  a time 
‘Or  it,  I think  it  might  plainly  be  proved,  Ihat 
the  debts  we  labour  under  bad  never  been  con- 
tracted, but  for  this  absurd  discontented  hu- 
mour-. May,  it  is  to  ibis,  that  we  entirely  owe 
the  danger  we  are  in  lirom  this  very  plot:  for  it 
Vot.  WfcWlSWlfl?  «*l.'nive,s 


is  plain  from  all  the  intelligence  we  have  about 
i it,  that  it  was  carried  ou  upon  the  confidence 
that  all  discontented  persons  were  Jacobites ; 
i and  though  the  conspirators  did  in  this  greatly 
| deceive  themselves;  yet  it  is  certain,  that  they 
| built  their  hopes  upou  this  foundation. 

I But  it  is  farther  said  by  the  same  noble  lord, 
that  this  extraordinary  wav  of  proceeding  will 
I not  procure  ft iends  to  the  king;  but  will  rather 
anger  and  provoke,  and  so  hurt  his  interest  in- 
stead of  helping  it.  To  this  I answer,  that  I 
| do  indeed  suspect,  that  many  people  will  be 
j angry;  as  I hear  that  the  Jacobites  through 
| the  kingdom  are:  A plain  evidence  this,  that 
i they  do  uot  think  that  the  friends  of  king 
! George  are  worrying  one  another ; for  they 
would  uot  be  angry  at  that.  Those  that  most 
desire  to  destroy  our  liberties,  are  become,  upon 
this  occasion,  the  great  patrons  of  liberty;  as 
indeed  they  have  been  in  a great  measure  ever 
since  the  Revolution,  when  any  thing  has  been 
proposed  for  the  support  of  the  government. 
No  sootier  were  their  schemes -of  arbitrary 
power  in  tbe  time  of  king  James  overturned, 
and  a new  government  settled  which  tliey  did 
not  like,  but  they,'  in  order  to  destroy  it,  set 
themselves  against  every  thing  that  was  neces- 
sary for  its  defence,  under  the  colour  of  liberty ; 
that  is,  tliey  desired  to  have  their  own  hands  as 
loose  as  possible,  to  hurt  it;  and  the  bands  of 
the  government  ns  much  lied  up  as  possible, 
that  it  should  not  he  able,  either  to  hurt  them, 
or  defend  itself.  Thus  at  present,  they  clamour 
against  the  additional  forces,  jhougli  establish- 
ed by  Parliament;  and  against  all  methods, ei- 
ther to  discover  or  punish  the  conspiracy-.  And 
they  judge  right  in  this  for  their  cause,  because, 
iftbey-could  have  carried  these  points  to  their 
mind,  they  might  then  he  more  free  in  carrying 
on  their  plots,  and  with  less  danger  put  them 
in  execution.  For  these  reasons  I take  for 
granted,  that  all  these  people  will  be  angry  ; 
but  I cannot  but  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  much 
better  they  should  he  angry  w ith  us  for  defend- 
ing ourselves,  than  that  they  should,  first,  sneer 
at  us,  as  fools  for  neglecting  our  defence,  and 
then  be  able  more  easily  to  undo-  us. 

As  to  others,  that  possibly  may  be  displeased 
at  what  we  are  now  doing,  l would  hope,  that 
a little  time  and  consideration  will  set  them 
right,  and  convince  theta,  that  it  is  not  only 
just,  bat  (all  things  considered)  necessary  to  lie 
done;  because,  it  the  Parliament  do,  upon  this 
occasion,  shew  their  zeal  in  the  defence  of  the 
government,  it  will  animate  and  give  courage 
to  the  friends  of  it,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Foreign  powers  will  he  apt  to  court  the  friend- 
ship of  a prince,  at  the  head  of  a mighty  king- 
dom, if  they  see,  that  he  and  his  posterity  Bre 
like  to  continue  there : All  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom,  which  respect  them,  will  be  managed 
with  more  ease,  with  more  honour,  and  with 
less  expence;  and  they  will  be  inclined,  not  to 
foment,  but  to  discover  plots,  if  they  come  to 
their  knowledge.  But  on  tbe  contrary,  if  we 
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strive  which  shall  be  forwnrclest  to  help  the 
Pretender  tq  involve  us  in  blood  and  ruin. 
And  atr  to  the  subjects  at  home,  I would  only 
observe,  tint  all  mankind  are  apt  to  shew  most 
veal  fora  government,  when  they  think  it  safe, 
and  like  to  stand,  and  be  able  to  protect  ..them  : 
But  to  suspect  the  contrary,  is  u most  danger- 
ous temptation  to  the  fidelity  of  subjects,  as 
has  been  seen  by  the  experience  of  all  ages. 
And  therefore  I hope,  that  your  lordships  will, 
by  your  unanimity  and  zeal  in  this  matter, 
effectually  convince  the  world,  that  the  danger 
does  and  shall  lie,  in  opposing,  and  not  in  de- 
fending the  present  government. 

I hope  what  I have  been  saying,  has  con- 
vinced your  lordships,  both  of  the  justice  and 
prudence  of  (his  bill ; give  me  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  your  moderation  hns  been  very 
great  too,  both  in  giving  so  full  and  fair  a hear- 
ing, and  in  making  the  penalties  so  much 
less  thau  the  crimes  deserve.  It  is  not  above 
a year  since  rhe  Plot  wns  first  discovered ; a 
Plot  of  a most  desperate  nature,  to  seize  the 
persons  of  the  king  and  prince,  and  to  bring 
in  a Popish  Pretender  upon  us.  The  execution 
of  which,  was  to  be  begun  by  seizing  the  Tower, 
and  attacking  the  city  of  London  on  all  sides  ; 
and  was  thence  to  spread  itself  into, all  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  Lord ! what  confusion,  what 
murders;  what  plundering;  what  burnings 
must  this  have  caused?  Whatever  had  been 
the  issue,  the  very  attempt  must  probably  have 
occasioned  the  sacking  nnd  burning  of  this  great 
city:  The  utte*  loss  at  once  of  all  public  cre- 
dit : The  murder  of  infinite  numbers  of  peo- 
ple: The  astonishment  and  amazement,  and 
• undoing  of  almost  all,  but  of  those  vile  wretches 
who  would  hnve  bad  the  plundering  of  all 
sides : If  it  bad  gone  on,  bow  niatiy  of  the  no- 
ble lords  that  I now  see,  would  have  been  be- 
fore this  in  their  graves  ? Rut  I forbear  going 
any  further  in  this  tragical  representation,  and 
desire  only  to  observe,  that  thoogh  it  hns  been 
discovered  about  a year,  how  very  little  of  it  we  : 
yet  know  ; and  ldo  appeal  to  your  lordships’ 
consideration,  who  know  the  state  of  the  world 
very  well,  whether  there  be  any  cmiiHry  in  it, 
either  bond  or  free,  which,  had  they  discovered 
but  a fifth  part  of  wlmt  we  know  of  n plot  of 
this  nature,  would  not  in  a week's  time,  have 
found  means  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it.  How- 
ever, my  lords,  I still  commend  your  modera- 
tion, and  do  hope,  that  we  shall  never  find 
reason  to  repent  of  it,  and  that  this  little  which 
is  now  doiug,  will  be  a warning  to  conspirators 
not  to  provoke  further  the  patience  of  uu  in- 
jured nation.  I doubt  not  but  upon  this,  and 
all  other  occasions,  your  lordships  will  be  ready 
to  stand  by  a wise,  und  n good,  and  a merciful 
prince,  and  that  you  will,  according  to  your 
oaths,  defend  him  ngainst  all  treasons,  and 
iraiterous  conspiracies  whatsoever.  And  in  the 
last  place,  give  me  leave  as  a Christian  and  a 
Protestant  bishop,  to  hope  you  will  do  your 
best  that  a Popish  Pretender  inay  never  be  set 
at  the  head  of  tills  Protestant’church:  one, 
nb#  must  tliiuk  himself  bound  in  conscience  to 
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destroy  it,  and,  instead  of  that  pure  religion 
which  we  now  enjoy,  bring  in  horrible  super-  |l 
stition  nnd  idolatry,  nonsense  and  tyranny,  at-  I 
tended  with  all  the  sad  calamities,  which  Po- 
pish  princes  always  have  brought,  and  always 
must  bring  upon  Protestant  countries. 

The  Bishop  of  Chester * spoke  next,  and 
owned,  That  extraordinary  .proceedings  may  ba 
recurred  to,  upon  extraordinary  occasions,  and 
when  they  are  evidently  necessary  for  the  pre-  1 
serration  of  the  state ; but  that  this  was  very 
far  from  the  present  case,  since  the  conspiracy,  i 
in  which  the  bishop  of  Rochester  was  charged  f 
to  have  had  a share,  had  been  discovered  and 
disappointed  long  before.  He  was  answered  l 
by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,*  to  whom 

The  Duke  of  Wharton  replied  as  follows  : 1 

My  Lords, 

Some  words  which  have  fallen  from  the  re-  I 
verend  prelate  who  spoke  last, have  made  it,in  1 
some  measure,  necessary  for  me  to  trouble  1 
your  lordships  with  the  reasons  that  induced  me  * 
to  differ  with  him  in  opinion,  and  to  give  my  I! 
negative  to  Che  hill  now  depending  before  us.  D 

If  I do  not  misunderstand  bis  lordship  (and  I 
if  I should  mistake  his  meaning,  I hope  he  will  I 
set  me  right)  he  was  pleased  to  say,  * That  per-  I 
sous  without  doors  would  be  apt  to  cast  dif-  I 
fererit  reflections  on  the  particular  behaviour  of 
every  lord  this  day ; That  those  who  were  for 
the  passiug  of  this  bill,  would  be  accused  of 
malice  and  partiality,  and  those  who  were  of 
contrary  sentiments,  would  be  branded  with  V 
disaffection  to  the  present  happy  establish-  I 

For  my  part,  I am  far  from  thinking,  that  f 
considerations  of  this  nature  will  have  the  | 
least  weight  with  any  of  your  lordships,  and  am  | 
very  certain,  that  every  one,  who  gives  his  vote  . 
on  this  important  occasion,  lias  attended,  with  J 
the  greatest  care,  to  the  evidence  that  has  been  I 
given  at  your  bar,  which  is  the  foundation  of  I 
this  day’s  debate. 

The  proofs  that  haye  been  brought  to  sup-  || 
port  the  charge,  and  the  Bishop’s  defence,  are  I 
to  be  thoroughly  considered ; and  when  your  I 
lordships  proceed  according  to,  the  rules  of  jus-  I 
tice,  you  will  not  fear  nor  value  any  conse-  I 
quences  which  may  attend  the  discharging  of  \ 
your  duty. 

So  fur  I will  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  best  <i 
way  to  shew  our  zeal  to  his  Majesty  and  the  1 
present  government,  is  to  act,  in  all  cases,  both  I 
in  our  judicial  and  legislative  capacities,  with  I 
that  honour  and  impartiality,  as  ought  to  llou-  5 
tisli  in  this  great  council  of  the  nation. 

1 could  have  wished  the  noble  lords  who  ,? 
hnve  given  their  reasons  for  the  passing  this  1 
extraordinary  law,  would  have  entered  into  the  L 
particular  circumstances  of  this  case,  and  con-  I 
sidered  it  singly  on  its  own  merits,  but  instead  I 
of  speaking  on  that  head,  I cannot  but  take  no-  I 
tice,  that  they  have  wandered  from  that,  which  I 
ought  to  have  been  their  only  consideration, 


* Dr.  Gnstrel.  f Dr.  Gibson. 

npjrin  Library  DiaitffiSmn  Unit 


PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Geouge  I.  1723 


909] 

into  learned  discourses  on  bills  of  this  nature  in 
general. 

I shall  not  trouble  this  House  with  any  ar- 
guments against  attainders:  many  lords,  of 
greater  weight  nnd  abilities  than  myself,  have 
already  spoke  fully  to  this  point  in  the  pre- 
ceding debates. 

■ I shall  only  so  far  agree  with  the  reverend 
prelate  who  spoke  before  me,  that  it  is  proper, 
such  a power  of  punishing  by  bill  should  be 
voted  in  the  legislature  to  be  exercised  on  ex- 
traordinary emergencies ; but  then  I must  add, 
if  ever  that  power  is  abused,  if  ever  it  is  em- 
ployed to  destroy  innocent  persons,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  lives,  liberties,  and  fortunes  of 
every  subject  in  Britain  are  in  the  utmost  dan- 
ger and  liable  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  fury  of  a 
party.  It  bas  been  admitted,  that  every  bill 
of  pains  and  penalties  is  to  stand  upon  its  own 
bottom ; and  that  the  passing  of  one  act  of 
this  nature,  is  not  to  be  brought  as  a prece- 
dent for  the  supporting  of  another,  unless  there 
he  convincing  evidence  to  enforce  each  case. 
And  therefore  the  proper  consideration  now 
before  us,  is,  whether  the  evidence  offered 
against  the  unfortunate  prelate  is  sufficient  to 
induce  your  lordships  to  believe  him  guilty  of 
the  heavy  crimes  of  which  he  stands  accused  ? 

My  Lords, 

I shall  take  the  liberty  of  considering  the 
whole  proofs  that  have  been  brought  on  this 
occasion,  both  by  way  of  charge,  defence,  re- 
ply, and  rejoinder;  and  thougli  I own  myself 
very  unequal  to  this  task,  vc-t,  since  no  other 
lord,  who  could  do  it  much  better,  has  under- 
taken it,  I think.it  my  duty,  as  a peer,  and  as 
ao  Englishman,  to  lay  it  before  your  lordships 
in  the  best  manner  I am  able. 

The  method  I shall  observe,  for  the  more 
dear  stating  of  the  case,  shall  be  to  lay  every 
particular  branch  of  evidence  before  you,  and 
to  distinguish  the  several  parts  of  the  accusa- 
tion, and  consider  them  separately,  to  nvoid 
confusion,  and  to  be  the  more  exact  in  what  I 
have  to  offer. 

I hope  I shall  have  your  lordships’  indul- 
gence for  taking  up  so  much  of  your  time  as 
this  will  require,  hut  I assure  you  I shall  en- 
deavour to  be  as  brief  as  the  nature  of  the 
thing  will  admit,  and  will  intrude  on  your  pa- 
tience as  little  as  possible. 

I must  also  desire  your  lordships  will  par- 
don me,  if  I repeat  several  arguments  that 
have  been  used  by  the  counsel  at  the 'bar,  and 
if  I even  mention  some  things  which  fell  from 
me  in  the  debate  on  Mr.  Kelly’s  bill,  whose 
case  is  very  much  interwoven  with  the  present, 
so  [hat  it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid  it. 

Before  I go  any  farther,  I cannot  but  say, 
that  were  these  crimes  plainly  proved  against 
“ie  bishop  of  Rochester,  his  sacred  function 
and  stauon  in  the  church  would  be  aggravations 
of  his  guilt:  but,  ns  this  is  certain  on  the  one 
hand,  so,  an  the  other,  your  lordships  will  re- 
quire very  clear  demonstration  before  you  can 
think  it  possible  for  a bishop  of  the  Protestant 
•hurch,  who  has  signalized  himself  in  defence 
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of  the  Reformation,  and  the  only  one  of  that 
bench  where  he  had  lately  the  honour  of  sitting, 
that  ever  wrote  in  favour  of  Martin  Luther, 
[See  the  Bishop's  Defence,  p.  285.]  to  engage 
imo  a conspiracy  fur  introducing  Popery  and 
arbitrary  power  amongst  us. 

My  Lords, 

The  counsel  for  the  Bill  opened  the  charge 
with  acquainting  the  House,  that  it  was  only 
to  be  supported  by  producing  of  decyphered 
letters,  full  of  fictitious  names  and  cant  words ; 
they  were  so  very  fair  as  to  confess,  they  had 
not  one  living  witness  that  could  charge  the 
Bishop  with  any  thing,  nor  even  so  much  as  a 
letter  under  his  own  hand ; therefore,  on  the 
first  view,  this  manner  of  condemning  on  such 
kind  of  evidence,  ought  to  require  our  utmosc 
caution,  lest  we  should  establish  a method, 
which  our  enemies  may  hereafter  take  to  de- 
stroy the  greatest  and  muse  innocent  subject  in 
the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Wearg*  cited  two  cases,  which  he  would 
willingly  have  us  receive  as  precedents,  to  justi- 
fy the  admitting  of  eircumstgntial  evidence  ; 
the  one  was  the  case  of  Ashton,  who  was  con- 
demned on  circumstances  only ; hut,  my  Lords, 
this  was  before  the  Treason-Act  was  passed, 
which  requires  two  positive  witnesses,  and  no- 
thing could  induce  the  legislature  to  pass  that 
law,  but  a thorough  conviction  of  the  danger 
that  might  attend  the  admitting  of  any  proof* 
which  were  not  positive  or  certain. 

The  second  case  he  cited  was  that  of  Harri- 
son, for  the  murder  of  Dr.  Clinch,  and  the 
learned  gentleman  tell*  ypu,  that  it  was  the 
pulling  out  of  a handkerchief  that  led  to  thedis- 
covery  of  that  murder.  It  is  very  certain  cir- 
cumstances may  lend  to  the  discovery  of  evi- 
dence, but  must  bo  well  supported  before  they 
can  be  converted  into  convincing  proofs. 

The  first  piece  of  evidence  that  was  offered  at 
the  bar,  was  the  extracts  of  letters  from  abroad, 
which  this  House  seems,  in  some  measure,  to 
have  declared  to  be  immaterial,  when  they  did 
not  so  much  as  desire  to  see  copies  of  the  whole 
letters,  nor  the  originals,  nnd  even  admitted  one 
to  be  rend  which  was  anonymous:  But  it  will 
not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  through  this 
whole  correspondence,  the  bishop  of  Rochester 
is  not  named.  And  therefore  I cannot  see  why 
they  took  up  our  time  with  reading  papersquite 
foreign  from  this  case ; especially  since  every 
body  allows  there  has  been  a conspiracy,  which 
is  the  only  fact  to  be  gathered  from  this  corres- 
pondence. 

The  next  point  which  wns  attempted  to  he 
proved,  was,  That  captain  Halstead  went  to 
(etch  the  late  duke  of  Ormond,  and  was  at  the 
deanery  with  the  bishop  before  he  embarked  ; 
there  are  also  two  letters  found  in  the  bishop’s 
close-stool  from  this  gentleman  to  his  lordship, 
which  were  read,  and  are  only  appointments 
for  visits,  but  mention  nsthing  of  this  design  ; 
and, 'I  think,  there  was  a coachman,  that  proved 
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Halstead  was  nt>  hour  with  him  some  days  be- 
fore lie  left  London. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  opened  ns  a matter  of 
great  importance;  but  your  lordships  must  re- 
member, that  the  supposed  design  of  Halstead’s 
bringing  the  late  duke  of  Ormond  into  Eng- 
land, is  only  proved  by  hearsay.  One  of  the 
crew  belonging  to  the  ship  in  which  he  went, 
has  deposed,  That  it  was  the  common  report 
at  Bilboa,  that  Halstead  came  there  on  that 
errand. 

How  far  common  fame  is  to' prevail,  I sub- 
mit : But  if  this  hearsay  were  true,  is  every 
persou  who  was  an  hour  with  this  gentleman 
before  bis  departure,  supposed  to  be  privy  to 
this  project?  And  what  a strained  construction 
is  it  to  insinuate,  the  bishop  of  Rochester  knew 
of  his  intention,  because  he  received  n visit 
from  Halstead,  who  was  u tenant  under  his 
bishopric  ? And  this  is  the  more  extraordinary, 
since  it  has  not  been  so  much  as  pretended, 
that  any  correspondence  has  passed  between 
the  reverend  prelate  and  the  late  duke. 

They  then  produced  letters  directed  to  one 
Dumviti,  which  were  docyphered.  And  Mr. 
Willes  was  examined  to  prove  that  they  were 
rightly  and  justly  explained. 

My  Lords, 

It  very  well  deserves  your  lordships  consi- 
deration, how  far  this  kind  of  evidence  is  to  he 
admitted : It  has  appeared  to  your  lurdships 
by  the  oath  of  Mr.  Willes  himself,  thnt  it  is  an 
art  which  depends  upon  conjecture ; for  this 

Sentlemaii  has  confessed,  that  every  man  is  ha- 
le to  a mistake  in  this,-  as  well  as  in  other 
Sciences;  he  tells  you,  that  he  and  liia  brother 
decypbcrer  varied  in  One  or  two  distances ; He 
allows,  that  the  chasms,  which  they  were  forced 
to  leave  in  those  letters,  might  alter  the  sense 
of  them.  And,  therefore,  1 cannot  but  think, 
that  on  accusation  grounded  ou  such  proofs,  is 
uncertain  and  precarious. 

The  person  who  is  the  decypherer,  is  not  to 
be  confuted,  and  what  he  says  must  be  taken- 
for  granted,  because  the  key  cannot  he  pro- 
duced with  safety  to  the  public;  and,  con- 
sequently (if  bis  conjectures  be  admitted  to  be 
evidence)  our  lives  and  fortunes  must  depend 
on  the  skill  and  honesty  of  decypberers,  who 
may  with  safety  impose  on  the  legislature 
when  there  are  not  means  of  contradicting  them 
for  want  of  seping  their  key. 

My  Lords, 

In  the  case  of  Coleman,  the  key  was  printed, 
as  has  been  well  observed  by  the  counsel  at  the 
bar,  nnd  I am  very  much  surprised,  that  gen- 
tlemen of  such  abilities  nnd  integrity,  as  the 
members  of  the  secret  committee  in  another 
place  (who  were  so  exact  as  to  print  the  French 
originals  to  the  translated  letters,  that  iheworld 
might  see  how  just  and  candid  the  prosecutors 
of  the  plot  were)  did  not,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  public,  permit  us  to  see  the  key  in  print, 
on  the  truth  of  which  depends  such' a chain  of 
consequences. 

1 mi 


but,  as  I- should  be  very  far  from  condemning 
a man  on  my  own  conjecture,  I should  much 
less  do  it  on  the  conjectures  of  others. 

The  greatest  certainty  hu/nnn  reason  knows, 
is  a nuithemaiicnl  demonstration,  and  were  I 
brought  to  your  lordships'  bar  to  be  tried  upon 
a proposition  of  sir  Isaac  Newton’s,  which  lie 
uporenath  should  swear  to  be  true ; I would 
nppe.lTtii  your  lordships,  whether  I should  not 
not  he  Unjustly  condemned,  unless  he  produced 
his  demonstration, that  1 might  have  the  liberty 
of  enquiring  into  the  truth  of  it,  from  men  of 
equal  skill  ? 

I cannot  think  any  man  will  allow  evidence 
of  this  nature  to  be  good  ; but  if  in  this  cose 
relating  to  the  deciphered  letters  to  Dqmvill, 
your  lordships  should  admit  it,  there  is  nothing 
ineutioned  in  them  thnt  can  affect  the  bishop, 
neither  is  he  at  all  named  in  them,  hut  they 
are  only  brought  to  prove  the  conspiracy  in  ge- 

The  examinations  of  Mr.  Ncynoe  are  the 
next  points  that  are  laid  before  your  lordships; 
nnd,  indeed,  l must  do  the  gentlemen  at  the 
bar  the  justice  of  saving,  that  they  forbore  men- 
tioning aiiy  thing  tfr  them,  when  they-  opened 
the  clmi  ge. 

Tlipy  were  so  sensible  that  such  proofs  could 
not  have  the  least  weight  to  uffect  ihe  bishop, 
that  though  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Kelly  they  were 
produced  against  him  as  very  material  to  sup- 
port that  bill,  yet  they  did  not  think  proper  to 
name  rlieni  against  the  bishop}  which  I nin 
thoroughly  persuaded,  is  owing  to  what  appear- 
ed at  your  bar  by  the  examination  of  Mr.  Bing- 
ley,  and  the  universal  opmidn  which  every 
person  seemed  to  have  of  the  villainy  of  Mr. 
Neynoe’s  transactions. 

My  Lords, 

These_  Examinations  were  never  signed  by 
the  person,  neither  was  he  ever  examined  to 
them  upon  oath ; so  that,  were  they  of  conse- 
quence, and  he  a person  of  credit,  they  could 
not  be  admitted  to  nffert  any  person  whatso- 
ever, in  any  court  of  justice  or  equity.  I do 
not  mean,  that  they  could  not  be  rend  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  rules  of  Westminster-hall; 
which  is  admitted  on  all  sides  they  could  not; 
hut  I dare  affirm,  that  no  credit  can  be  given  to 
them  on  any  account  whatsoever. 

The  person  was  closely  confined,  and  conse- 
qucntlyin  the  hands  of  the  government,  so  thnt 
he  wns  at  thnt  time  under  the  greatest  appre- 
hensions, w bich  might,  in  some  measure,  prevent 
him  from  speaking  troth,  with  that  sincerity 
and  candour,  of  which  every  person  ought  to  be 
master,  when  he  is  examined  on  matters  of  such 

Though  these  papers  were  intirely  given  op 
by  the  counsel  for  the  bill,  yet  the  extract  of 
them  was  read,  and'  they  are  the  visible  foun- 
dation of  this  charge ; nnd  if  they  are  insignifi- 
cant, the  whole  accusation  falls  to  the  ground: 
For  the  whole  proof  of  che  bishop's  diemring  to 
Mr.  Kelly,  depends  on  Mr.  Neynoe's 'hare  af- 
firmation. 
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posed  to  say,  is,  that  Mr.  Kelly  told  him  he 
wrote  the  bishop’s  letters  for  him ; Mr.  Kelly 
denies  it,  and  Mr.  Neynoe  was  so  conscious 
that  lie  had  been  guilty  of  many  crimes,  that  he 
endeavoured  to  withdraw  from  justice,  and 

the  providence  of  God,  it  is  said,  intercepted 
him, 

My  Lords, 

If  you  will  consider  the  improbabilities  of 
this  evidence,  although  it  were  upon  oatb,  and 
signed  by  him,  it  cannot  he  supported.  He 
tells  you,  that  lie  was  intrusted  to  draw  up  me- 
morials to  the  Regent ; yet  none  of  those  have 
been  produced,  and  yet  it  is  apparent  the  co- 
pies of  them  might  with  ease  have  been  ob- 
tained, if  lie  had  been  as  thoroughly  pressed 
to  deliver  them,  as  be  was  to  declare  he  wrote 

These  memorials,  he  says,  were  wrote  by  the 
order  of  Mr.  Henry  Watson,  whom  he  takes  to 
be  the  late  earl  Marshal:  And  I am  certain 
| your  lordships  do  not  think  that  fact  material, 
when  you  came  tu  a resolution,  that  the  bishop 
of  Rochester  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  ask,  if 
enquiry  was  made  of  the  said  Neynoe,  or  if  he 
I gave  any  satisfaction  to  the  lords  of  the  council, 
touching  that  important  fact  of  Watson’s  whom 
he  took  to  be  earl  Marshal,  lying  with  him  se- 
| veral  nights. 

It  was  very  well  observed  by  a learned  gen- 
, tletnan  at  the  bar,  That  nobody  can  believe  the 
late  earl  Marshal  would  have  reposed  so  great 
a confidence  in  a person,  who  was  intirely  a 
stranger  to  him,  and  of  such  little  note ; and 
the  Jacobite  party  most  be  in  a low  condition, 
when  they  make  use  of  such  a creature  to  write 
papers  of  that  importance. 

There  is  so  much  improbability  in  this  and 
other  puints,  and  so  much  contradictions  in  se- 
veral parts  of  his  examinations,  that  they  ap- 
pear to  me,  and  must  to  all  reasonable  men,  as 
the  dictates  of  fear,  and  not  agreeable  to  truth. 

He  mentions.  That  the  reverend  prelate,  (for 
such  I still  may  call  him)  had  some  favours  of- 
fered him  by  the  court;  but  that  cannot  be 
true,  and  must  he  added  to  the  rest  of  these 
I absurdities. 

But,  My  Lords,  what  in  my  opinion  clears 
up  all  these  matters,  and  makes  it  impossible 
for  me  to  give  the  least  credit  to  this,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  charge,  are  the  several  testi- 
monies of  Biugley,  Skeen  nod  Stewart. 

I must  observe  to  your  lordships,  That  the 
two  fu-si  persons,  Bingley  and  Skeen,  are  ac- 
tually non  in  separate  custodies ; and  conse- 
quently, could  have  no  communication  one  with 
another.  The  third  is  at  liberty;  but  his  tes- 
timony is  so  thoroughly  supported  by  Mr  Gor- 
don and  Mr.  Kynnston,  that  no  doubt  cao 
arise  as  to  the  veracity  of  it. 

These  gentlemen,  who  are  in  the  hands  of 
we  government,  are  under  hopes  and  fears,  and 
' Werefore,  it  is  certain,  when  they  speak  u 
language,  which  perhaps,  may  be  disagreeable 
to  those  on  whom  they  at  present  chiefly  de- 
pend, it  must  be  the  spirit  of  truth  that  pre- 
**>’•  Printed  imaiedigitisec  by  the  I .rniVcsit 
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Mr.  Bingley  was  before  us  in  the  ease  of 
Kelly,  and  was  also  examined  at  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  though  not  upon 
oath ; and  though  he  has  been  more  severely 
treated,  ns  lie  told  your  lordships,  and  more 
strictly  confined  since  his  first  examination,  yet 
he  has  persisted  m his  story ; and  though  he 
was  so  long  at  your  bar,  and  so  many  questions 
put  to  him,  yet  he  never  varied  in  any  one 
circumstance,  but  appeared  consistent  through 
the  whole  course  of  Ins  behaviour. 

I shall  not  detain  your  lordships  with  recapi- 
tulating his  whole  evidence,  fyr  I did  it  very 
fully  on  a former  occasion.  But  yoor  lordships 
will  remember,  he  told  you,  Neynoe  abounded 
in  money,  which  Neynoe  said,  after  he  was  ap- 
prehended at  Deal,  an  honourable  person 
(and  oil  this  occasion,  I hope,  I may  name  him) 
Mr.  Walpole,  gave  him;  and  more  particularly, 
lie  mentions  50/.  which  Neynoe  said  he  re- 
ceived the  night  before  be  went  to  France. 

Bingley  told  your  lordships,  That  Neynoe 
bnd  assured  him,  he  used  lo  meet  this  honour- 
able person  in  the  Stable-Yard  at  Chelsea ; 
and,  my  lords,  The  errand  on  which  he  was 
going  to  France,  was  to  discover  some  secrets 
relating  to  cyphers,  which  he  would  have 
engaged  Bingley  to  have  done  for  him ; and 
articularly,  to  get  them  if  possible,  out  of 
Ir.  Kelly ; which,  he  said,  could  he  obtain, 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  him. 

That  Neynoe  had  declared  to  him,  ‘ He 
would  be  even  with  Mr.  Kelly,  before  he  was 
aware  of  it,’  or  words  to  that  effect  ; and  thnt 
Mr.  Kelly  always  seemed  averse  to  any  ac- 
quaintance with  Mr.  Neynoe,  of  whom  he 
entertained  a mean  opinion. 

That  Neynoe’s  father  refused  him  money, 
which  makes  it  highly  probable  that  his  poverty 
was  the  occasion  of  his  villainy ; and  that 
when  lie  was  taken  at  Deal,  he  had  declared  to 
him,  Mr.  Walpole  expected  to  find  the  plot 
about  him  ; and  since  Mr.  Walpole  could  not, 
he  must  tnuke  one  for  him.  Neynoe  told 
Bingley,  That  this  honourable  person  had 
vowed  destruction  to  the  hishup  of  Rochester, 
by  saying.  He  would  pull  down  the  pride  of 
this  haughty  prelate ; which  -is  sufficient  to 
convince  your  lordships  how  little  regard  ought 
to  be  had  to  the  hearsay  evidence  of  so  false 
a wretch. 

Mr.  Bingley  says,  Thnt  part  of  this  account 
he  had  given  to  the  lords  of  the  council ; and  I 
could  have  wished,  that  his  examination  (as 
well  as  some  others  to  the  same  purpose,  wliich 
were  taken  about  the  same  time)  had  been 
laid  before  the  Parliament. 

Mr.  Skeen,  who  is  also  in  custody,  has  de- 
posed, ‘ That  he  lay  in  the  same  house  with 
Neynoe,  and  had  some  conversations  with 
lnm.  That  Neynoe  had  told  him,  What  he 
had  said  of  the  hishop  of  Rochester  was  in- 
sirely  false.  And,  That  Mr.  Walpole  had 
offered  him  a considerable  annuity  to  turn  evi- 
dence ; and  had  given  him  instructions  before 
he  was  called  in  to  the  lords,  what  questions 
y wntittritei  ruskod h him,  ) ffluKLwlit*  iwnswers  he 
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should  muke ; and  threatened  him  with  New- 
gate if  he  would  not  comply. 

Skeen  says  further,  That  Ncynoe  swore  (and 
I hope  the  reverend  bench  will,  iu  such  a case, 
permit  me  to  repeat  the  words)  by  God,  there 
were  two  plots ; one  of  Mr.  Walpole's,  aguinst 
the  protesting  lords,  uud  one  of  his,  to  bite 
Mr.  Walpole  of  money;  and  this  seems  to 
be  the  only  tunc  that  ever  Mr.  Neynoe  averred 
any  thing  npon  oath. 

To  convince  the  world,  what  a creature  this 
Neynoe  was,  lie  tells  Skeep  further,  That  once 
at  lord  Townshend's  oflice,  he  had  a great  in- 
clination to  have  slabbed  the  Chancellor  of  tire 
Exchequer.  lie  tells  you,  That  Neynoe  had 
wrote  a paper  to  declare,  that  all  he  bad  said  of 
lord  Orrery  was  false. 

My  Lords, 

The  next  witness  was  Mr.  Stewart,  who  was 
unfortunately  in  custody  when  Neynoe  was 
brought  to  town  from  Deal. 

Stewart  says.  That  he  slept  the  second  night 
with  Neynoe.  That  Neynoe  had  told  him 
what  he  bad  said  of  the  bishop  was  false ; and 
that  Mr.  Walpole  had  offered  him  a great  sum 
of  money,  if  he  would  swear  to  what  he  said, 
and  turn  evideuce,  which  he  declared  he  could 
not  do.  That  Mr.  Walpole  had  taken  him  into 
another  roofa  before  he  was  examined,  and 
told  him  what  questions  he  would  probably  be 
asked,  and  what  'answers  he  should  give.  He 
says,  That  . Neynoe  told  him  also,  that  lie  bad 
like  to  have  killed  Mr.  Walpole,  and  so  put  an 
end  to  the  plot : And  that  Mr.  Walpole  had 
given  him  a paper  of  directions,  which  he  wns 
to  answer,  in  order  to  be  a witness  against  the 
protesting  lords. 

As  n confirmation  of  his  testimony,  Stewart 
says,  He  told  this  tn  Mr.  Gordon  tefore  Mr. 
Neynoe  was  drowned,  and  to  Mr.  Kynaston  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  lire  parliament. 

Mr.  Gordon  confirms  this  part  of  his  evi- 
dence, and  assures  your  lordships,  That  he  had 
heard  it  from  Stewart  before  the  death  of 
Neynoe.  And  Mr.  Kynaston,  a gentleman  of 
an  undoubted  diameter,  lately  u member  of 
Parliament  for  Shrewsbury,  lias  assured  your 
lordships,  That  he  was  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Stewart's  account  of  Neynoe  before  the  meet- 
ing of  parliament  ; mid  adds  this  circumstance, 
that  when  in  the  Appendix  be  saw  those  six 
questions  printed,  lie  shewed  them  to  Stewart, 
who  seemed  rejoiced,  and  said,  You  see,  Sir, 
what  I told  you  is  true. 

Such  concurring  testimonies  from  persons 
kept  so  separate,  and  w ho  are  speaking  against 
their  own  private  interest,  must  have  the 
greatest  weight,  and  must  at  least  prevent  any 
rational  and  impartial  person  from  giving  the 
least  credit  to  the  hare  hearsay  of  this  Philip 

If  any  doubt  could  remain,  as  to  the  validity 
of  this  testimony,  it  is  sufficiently  confirmed  by 
tire  persons  brought  to  disprove  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself 
does  not  pretend  to  deny  that  Neynoe  told 
these  things,  but  only  adds  other  circum- 


stances to  convince  you  of  Neynoe's  villainy ; 
and  assures  you,  That  at  the  tunc  he  was  re- 
ceiving favours  from  him,  he  was  thoroughly 
convinced  be  intended  to  cheat  hiui,  which  was 
the  occasion  of  his  being  apprehended.  lie 
owned  the  transactions  between  them  before 
Neynoe  went  to  prance,  and  particularly  the 
money  mentioned  by  Bingley,  which  are  pruofs 
that  Neynoe  must  nave  diicovered  these  se- 
crets. since  they  could  not  come  from  Mr. 
Walpole,  and  lie  and  Neynoe  only  were  privy 
to  it.  Mr.  Walpole  has  shewn  your  lordships 
the  foul  draught  of  the  questions  mentioned  hy 
Stewart;  and  when  lie  denies  that  part  of 
Neynoe's  declaration,  relating  to  the  instruc- 
tions given  him  before  the  examinations,  lie 
owus  he  was  twice  alone  with  him,  once  the 
lirst  night  of  his  being  brought  to  town,  and 
the  second  lime,  when  he  gave  him  the  paper  of 
directions,  which  might  he  foundation  enough 
for  Neynoe  to  frame  so  notorious  a fahhood. 
The  witnesses  brought  by  the  counsel  for  the 
bill,  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Bingley,  seem 
rather  to  couiirm  it  titan  otherwise ; and  all 
agree  they  never  heard  any  thing  agaiust  his 
morality.  They  indeed  have  said,  he  bore  the 
character  of  a jacobite,  and  suffered  for  having 
dispersed  a libel : But  Mr.  Baron  Gilbert,  who 
was  his  jodge  when  that  punishment  was  in- 
flicted on  him,  has  tnld  your  lordships,  that  his 
private  life  was  not  vilified  at  his  trial,  and 
that  neither  perjury  or  forgery  was  ever  laid  to 
his  door. 

Though  the  punishment  be  suffered  was  the 
pillory,  yet  it  is  the  crime,  and  not  the  punish- 
ment, that  makes  the  ignominy,  and  for  this  I 
can  appeal  to  the  learned  judges. 

In  order  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Skeen, 
they  produced  one  Pander,  who  tells  you, 
That  Skeen  had  revealed  many  secrets-  to  him 
relating  to  the  plot,  and  particularly  of  a mili- 
tary chest,  which  was  collected  to  carry  on  these 
supposed  designs,  and  support  the  Jacobites. 
But  I presume  every  body  who  heard  the  two 
persons  at  the  bar,  could  not  but  remark  the 
steadiness  with  which  Mr.  Skeen  denied  these 
asseverations,  and  the  confusion  with  which 
the  other  affirmed  them. 

Mr.  Pander  seemed  to  drop  something, 
which  entirely  destroys  any  credit  that  could  be 
given  to  him,  hy  saying,  That  he  had  owned  to 
Mr.  Skeen,  that  he  was  a friend  to  this  admini- 
stration, and  yet  has  sworn,  that  after  such  a 
declaration,  Skeen  had  still  persisted  in  his 
story,  and  revealed  some  part  of  this  intelli- 

Eence  to  him.  How  far  this  is  probable,  your 
irdships  are  the  bestjudges. 

Mr.  Pancier  goes  further,  and  tells  you, 
That  part  of  this  conversation  happened  in  St. 
James’s  park,  in  the  presence  of  one  Hu  four. 
This  Dufour  was  in  the  hands  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  I cannot  conceive  why  we  have  never 
seen  him  or  his  depositions,  when  it  would  have 
been  so  easy  to  hove  brought  this  corroborating 
witness  to  Mr.  Pander's  testimony. 

I cannot  but  think,  that  the  not  producing 
this  man's  evidence  is  a strong  circumstance  ta 
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convince  your  lordships  he  did  not'ngrcc  in  the 
siune  story  with  Mr.  Pancier. 

They  also  produced  Skeen’9  attainder  for  the 
Preston  rebellion ; but  there  have  been  many 
acts  of  grace  since,  so  that  he  is  capable  of 
being un  evidence;  and  there  has-nuthing  ap- 
peared to  traduce  his  character  as  a man  of 
inorals. 

In  order  to  shew  your  lordships,  that  Neynoe 
could  not  possibly  make  these  confessions  to 
Mr.  Skeen  tind  Mr.  Stewart,  the  counsel  for 
the  bill  maintain  that  they  will  prove  Neynoe 
and  the  prisoners  were  not  together  after  the 
first  night. 

This,  my  lords,  would  he  very  material,  but 
I. think  it  appears  by  the  proofs  brought  to  sup- 
port this  assertion,  that  they  frequently  have 
conversed  one  with  another. 

The  first  witness  they  called  was  Mr.  Craw- 
ford the  messenger,  in  whose  house  the  prison- 
ers were  in  custody  were  in  custody,  nnd,  my 
lords,  I cannot  but  say,  it  seems  very  odd,  they 
should  bring  a man  to  swear  he  had  Hone  his 
duty;  he  has  told  your  lordship's,  That  lord 
Townsbend  had  giveu  him  orders  that  Neynoe 
should  be  close  confined ; and  If,  after  time,  it 
should  appear  that  lie  had  neglected  such  di- 
rections, there  is  no  question  but  that  he  in- 
stantly, and  deservedly,  wonld  have  been  re- 
moved out  of  his  employment. 

This  messenger,  in  this  situation,  tells  you, 
That  after  the  first  night  they  never  conversed, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge;  that  Mr.  Skeen 
called  Neynoe  a rogue  of  an  informer,  and 
spoke  in  very  hard  terms  of  him  ; which  I in- 
deed think  it  appears  the  fellow  well  deserved. 

Crawford  says,  That  Mr.  Neynoe  had  some 
paper,  two  sheets  of  which  he  found  missing, 
lie  likewise  swears,  That  Mr.  Stewart  lay  upon 
' the  stairs ; and  owns,  he  had  at  that  time  two 
servant  maids. 

Mrs.  Crawford,  his  mother,  swears,  That, 
to  the  best  of  her  knowledge,  the  prisoners 
were  never  together ; That  she  kept  the  keys 
of  the  rooms  herself,  but  used  to  send  up  the 

maid,  Hannah  Wright,  with  the  dinner. 

Your  lordships  will  observe  that  both  this 
woman  and  her  son  sivenr  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  only,  and  are  far  from  positive  wit- 

Ilannah  Wright,  when  she  was  first  called, 
spoke  in  the  same  language  with  them,  though 
sue  afterwards  recollected  herself  better. 

When  the  bishop  came  to  rejpin,  Francis 
Wood,  Thomas  Wood,  and  Mr.  Russel  several- 
ly say,  Tlmt  this  Hannah  Wright  had  declared 
to  them,  that  she  used  to  let  the  prisoners  con- 
verse together  whenever  she  had  an  opportu- 
nity, which  was  when  Mr.  Crawford  and  his 
mother  were  out  of  the  way;  and  that  she  used 
to  stand  upon  the  stairs  and  give  uotice  when 
any  person  came,  that  they  might  retire  into 
their  several  rooms.  And  the  other  maid, 
whose  name  is  Christian,  has  deposed.  That 
Hannah  gave  the  key  of  Neynoe’s  room  to 
Stewart,  and  several  times  desired  Stewart  to 
go  up  to 
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hour  or  two.  And  when  Hannah  was  called  a 
second  time,  she  owned  she  was  turned  away 
for  suspicion  of  having  helped  Neynoe  in  his 
escape ; That  she  has  left  Skeen’s  door  open, 
who  lay  near  Neynoe ; and  that  there  was  a 
large  hole  iu  Neynoe’s  door  through  which  they 
might  converse. 

She  said,  That  Neynoe  gave  her  a paper, 
which  she  was  to  convey  for  him,  hut  that  it 
was  taken  out  of  her  bosom,  and  burnt  by  on* 
of  the  prisoners. 

When  Mr.  Stewart  said.  That  he  sat  upon 
Neynoe’s  bed  the  second  night,  and  lay  iu  the 
garret  where  there  was  a partition,  butneommu- 
nicatiun  between  them;  Hannah  said.  She  could 
not  be  positive  to  that,  but  believes  it  true. 

Mr.  Crawford,  when  he  wns  called  to  that 
point,  according  to  liis  usual  custom,  denies  it 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

Your  lordships  will  now  judge,"  whether  the 
greatest  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  belief  of  a 
messenger  and  his  mother,  who  are  swearing 
that  they  did  their  duty,  or  to  the  positive  oath* 
of  Skeen,  Stewart,  Gordon,  Kvnastoii,  Francis 
Wood,  Thomas  Wood,  Russel,  and  Christian, 
confirmed  by  tbecunfessiouoF  Hannah  Wright, 
when  she  came  to  be  cross-examined  and  con- 
fronted. 

This,  my  Lords,  concludes  what  has  appear- 
ed at  the  bar,  relating  to  Mr.  Neynoe  and  his 
transactions,  and  I am  pretty  certain  every  im- 
partial body  must  agree  with  me,  that  so  far 
from  giving  the  least  credit  to  what  he  snys, 
there  have  appeared  such  circumstances  iu  the 
transactions  which  are  now  come  to  light,  that 
must  make  the  greatest  caution  necessary,  be- 
fore we  believe  any  other  part  of  the  charge. 

Your  lordships  will  take  notice,  tliac  Mr. 
Crawford  confesses  Mr.  Neynoe  had  the  use  of 

aer,  nnd  found  two  sheets  missing,  and  Han- 
ky right  owns  she  had  a paper  from  him, 
which  was  burnt  by  one  of  the  prisoners.  This, 
my  Lords,  undoubtedly  was  the  paper  re- 
lating to  lord  Orrery,  mentioned  by  Skeen  in 
his  evidence. 

My  Lords, 

I am  now  coming  to  the  great  and  only 
foundation  remaining  to  this  bill:  IfNcynoe’s 
hearsay  is  not  to  be  believed,  which  is  the 
proof  Uiat  was  offered  to  shew  that  Mr.  Kelly 
was  the  bishop’s  secretary,  and  used  to  write 
for  him,  and  particularly,  that  the  bishop  di- 
rected three  letters,  which  were  wrote  in  Kelly's 
hand,  and  transmitted  to  France  under  cover 
to  Monsieur  Gordon  le  Fils. 

Every  body  must  agree,  that  uuless  the  dic- 
tating of  these  letters  he  clearly  proved,  the 
bishop  ought  to  be  acquitted  ; and  when,  here- 
after, this  great  affair  comes  to  he  canvassed  by 
posterity,  it  will  stand  or  fall  as  this  fact  shall  be 
strongly  made  appear. 

They  first  read  Plunket’s  cypher,  and  Mr. 
Van  Radike  attests  it  to  be  his  hand-writing. 

Wbeh  ibis  piece  of  evidence  was  offered, 
people  were  at  a los3  to  know  what  they  in- 
tended to  make  of  it,  and  little  thought,  that 
Jacks0»> 
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standing  for  the  Pretender  in  that  cypher,  to 
shew  that  the  letter  directed  to  Jackson  (one 
of  the  three  before  mentioned  affirmed  to  be 
dictated  by  the  bishop  of  Rochester  to  Mr. 
Kelly)  was  to  the  Pretender;  I shall  take  no- 
tice of  this  extraordinary  proceeding  when  I 
eome  to  consider  those  letters.  I shall  only 
say  now,  that  were  Mr.  Plunket’s  correspon- 
dence to  be  regarded,  the  plot  is  of  a very  deep 
nature,  for  he  has  had  the  impudence  to  insi- 
nuate the  most  ridiculous  aspersions  against  the 
greatest  men  amongst  us. 

Three  of  his  letters  were  read  out  of  cypher, 
in  two  of  which  Mr.  Johnson  is  named,  that  is, 
Mr.  Kelly,  but  neither  Mr.  Kelly,  or  the  bishop' 
of  Rochester  are  allowed  places  in  his  cypher, 
and  consequently  were  not  in  the  association 
with  him.  Johnson  is  only  spoke  of  by  Plunket, 
when  he  is  mentioning  domestic  news,  and  in 
no  other  manner  than  might  be  in  every  news- 
letter that  went  by  the  general  post. 

My  Lords, 

In  order  to  shew  that  the  three  letters  sent 
under  cover  to  Mr.  Gordon  ie  Fils,  were  Mr. 
Kelly's  hand- writing,  which  they  very  justly 
thought  was  necessary  to  be  uiude  appear  be- 
fore they  proved  that  the  bishop  was  concerned 
in  them,  they  'produced  a letter  of  the  20th  of 
August,  which  a clerk  of  the  post-office  stvenrs 
was  stopped  at  the  general  post-office. 

To  convince  us  this  letter  is  Mr.  Kelly’s  writing, 
Hutchins  the  messenger  says,  to  the  best  of  bis 
knowledge,  it  is  Mr.  Kelly's  band  ; and  at  the 
same  lime  owns,  he  never  saw  him  write  till 
After  bis  commitment,  and  then  he  stond  by 
him  while  lie  wrote  two  letters,  one  to  lord 
Townshend,  the  other  to  Mr.  Delafaye;  those 
letters  were  produced  at  the  bar,  and'  therefore 
every  lord  in  the  House  is  as  good  a judge  of 
the  similitude  ns  the  messenger,  who  has  lately 
been  restored  into  favour,  on  what  account  I 
cannot  tell. 

If  Mr.  Kelly,  during  his  confinement,  coun- 
terfeited and  disguised  his  hand,  then  the  mes- 
senger’s evidence  cannot  be  of  any  weight;  and 
if  he  wrote  as  usual,  then  every  person  is  equally 
capableAf  framing  an  opinion  of  it  who  sees  the 
three  letters. 

The  next  witness  is  Malone,  who  swears,  he 
has  seen  him  direct  letters,  hot  cannot  tell  liow 
long  since  lie  saw  him  write,  or  how  often. 

The  persons  who  contradict  this  evidence  arc 
so  positive,  so  clear,  and  so  concurring  in  their 
testimony,  that  no  doubt  can  rise  upon  it. 

Mr.  Ringley,  when  he  was  shewn  this  letter, 
swears  it 'is  not  like  his  hand-writing. 

Mr.  Brown,  a peruke  maker,  well  versed  and 
acquainted  with  his  writing,  when  he  was  shewn 
the  letter  of  the  20th  of  August,  and  the  date 
of  it  hid,  by  the  counsel  for  the  bill  (so  that  lie 
could  not  know  what  paper  it  was  before  him) 
swears  it  is  not  his  hand-writing : When  the 
letter  I o Delafaye  was  produced,  he  declared, 
That  was  his  hand  writing : When  another 
paper  was  shewn,  (I  think,  it  was  the  marriage 
articles)  he  said  that  was  more  like  his  hand- 
writing, than  that  the  20.tb  of  August^  but  be  did 
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not  believe  it  was  wrote  by  him ; and  when  they 
questioned  him  upon  the  letter  to  ion!  Towns- 
lierul,  he  swore  it  was  Mr.  Kelly’s  hand-writing. 

Mr.  Pickering,  who  bad  occasion  to  know  J 
Mr.  Kelly's  baud,  having  lent  him  some  money,  1 
und  received  several  notes  and  letters  from  him  I 
during  that  transaction,  dues  agree  with  Mr,  I 
Brown  in  every  particular  and  most  minute  I 
circumstance;  which  is  a clear  and  evident  I 
proof,  that  this  letter  of  the  20th  of  August  was  I 
not  w rote  by  Mr.  Kelly. 

The  difference,  which  they  tell  your  lord-  I 
ships,  they  observe  between  the  cut  of  the  let-  I 
ters  in  that  of  the  20th  of  August  and  the  [ 
others,  is,  That  one  is  longer  and  straiter,  the  I 
other  wider  and  shorter,  which  is  obvious  to-  I 
nnj  body  that  will  look  on  both,  and  is  a con-  I 
firrnatiou  of  their  veracity. 

The  prosecutors  of  the  plot  might  have  prov-  I 
ed  this  better,,  and  not  have  been  driven  to  the  1 
testimony  of  a messenger  to  support  this  great  1 
foundation  of  llieir  charge.  It  is  notorious  I 
what  search  they  have  made  for  evidence  of  all  ■ 
kinds;  and  as  Mr.  Kelly  was  educated  in  a 1 
college;  they  might  easily  have  found  credible  1 
witnesses  to  that  point,  it  those  letters  had  been  V 
wrote  by  him. 

In  the  case  of  similitude  of  hands,  when  it  I 
has  been  the  most  clearly  and  positively  prov-  I 
ed,  as  on  the  trial  of  col.  Sidney,  it  has  been  I 
esteemed  to  be  cruel,  that  a man  should  be  | I 
convicted  on  such  kind  of  evidence ; and  the  at-  R 
tainder  of  that  unfortunate  geutieman  was  re-  I 
versed  for  that  reason. 

In  Sidney’s  Trial,  his  bankers  swore,  They  I 
used  to  pay  bills  drawn  by  him  in  the  hand-  ,| 
writing  they  were  shewn,  and  no  persons  could 
contradict  them ; and  yet  the  sentence  against  I 
him  was  a great  blemish  to  that  reign.  The 
great  lord  chief  justice  Holt,  in  the  case  df 
Crosby,  refused  to  admit  it;  and  the  lord  chief  -I 
baron  Bury,  on  Francia's  Trial,  followed  that  1 

At  present,  give  me  leave  to  say,  There  is  no  | 
evidence  that  it  is  Mr.  Kelly’s  hand,  and  there  1 
is  positive -proof  that  it  is  not.  Therefore,  we  J 
who  live  under  so  equitable,  just,  and  happy  a 1 
government,  can  never  convict  a man,  in  these  * 
days  of  liberty,  on  such  insufficient  conjectures.  I 

They  next  produced  the  three  letters,  which,  | 
they  would  insinuate,  were  wrote  by  Kelly,  and  | 
dictated  by  the  bishop,  which  were  mentioned  | 
by  me  before,  and  which  were  sworn  by  the  V 
clerks  of  the  post  office,  to  have  been  stopped  | 
going  to  Prance. 

The  bishop  desired  to  examine  them  relating 
to  these  letters  being  detained,  and  would  fain 
have  known  who  took  them  out  of  the  mnil ; i] 
this  he  thought  was  proper  for  him  to  demand,  J 
since  he  seemed  lo  insinuate,  That  he  question-  J 
ed  llieir  ever  having  been  in  the  post-office,  i 
But  your  lordships  would  not  suffer  any  inquiiy  j 
to  be  made  on  this  head,  and  voted  it  incon- 
sistent with  the  public  safety,  and  unnecessary  "J 
for  the  defence  of  die  prisoner,  to  permit  any  j 
further  questions  to  be  asked  in  relation  to  this  j 
important  affair,  - 1 
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These  honest  gentlemen,  the  clerks  of  the 
post-office,  have  deposed  further,  Thnt  tlie  pa- 
pers produced,  are  true  copies  of  the  originals 
detained  by  them ; though  at  the  same  time, 
they  confess,  they  never  examined  them  after 
they  had  copied  them. 

They  positively  swore  further,  That  the  ori- 
nals  were  of  tlie  same  hand  with  the  letter  of 
the  20th  of  August,  though  they  affirm  this 
barely  upon  memory,  never  having  marked  any 
letter  in  order  to  know  it  again ; and  one  of 
them  declared  upon  oath,  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve there  could  be  such  an  imitation  of 
Kelly’s  hand  as  could  deceive  him,  though  'the 
whole  House  agrees,  that  hands  muy  be  coun- 
terfeited so  ns  to  deceive  the  men  that  wrote 

They  own,  they  never  compared  two  original 
letters  between  the  20th  of  August  and  the 
20th  of  April,  though  they  might  have  stopped 
a letter  one  post,  without  prejudice  to  the  go- 
vernment, in  order  to  he  more  certain  in  their 
evidence. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  should  this  bill  pass,  this 
great  man  must  fall  by  the  dependance  this 
House  must  have  on  the  memory  of  these 
clerks. 

Mr.  Lewis,  who  has  long  served  in  the  se- 
cretary’s office,  tells  us,  That  frequently  letters 
and  seals  used  to  be  counterfeited ; and,  in  a 
more  particular  manner,  by  one  Brocket,  who 
excelled  so  much  in  this  nrt,  that  lie  has 
cheated  many  persons,  and  has  so  far  deceived 
them,  that  they  have  not  known  his  copy  from 
their  own  originals. 

When  these  letters,  thus  attested,  came  to 
be  read,  they  are  in  cypher,  so  thnt  it  must 
again  depend  on  the  honesty  of  a decyphercr, 
Before  they  can  possibly  be  made  treasonable. 

Mr.  Willes  declares,  They  were  truly  decy- 
phered  according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment 
and  skill ; and  more  particularly;  that  the 
number  1338,  which  is  subscribed  to  the  third 
letter  directed  to  Jacksou,  stands  for  the  letter 
R.  But  when  some  lords  asked  hint  a ques- 
tion, which  perhaps  had  he  answered,  might 
have  proved  him  to  be  under  a mistake ; he 
refuses  to  give  an  answer,  either  in  the  affirma- 
tive or  negative,  for  fear  of  revealing  his  art. 
Your  lordships  thought  proper  to  prevent  any 
further  cross  examination  of  this  gentleman,  by 
a resolution. 

Mr.  Willes  says,  He  shewed  these  letters  de- 
cyphered  to  my  lord  Townshend  before  he  com- 
niunicated  them  to  Mr.  Corbiere,  who  is  a clerk, 

the  secretary’s  office,  and  then  says,  That 
Mr.  Corbiere  and  he  agreed. 

Before  these  letters  can  yet  prejudice  the 
“jshop,  the  cant  names  in  them  must  be  ex- 
plained according  to  the  key  which  the  prose- 
cutors of  the  plot  have  made ; and  in  order  to 
must  believe,  that  Jnckson  stands  for  the 
Pretender,  because  Mr.  Flunket  gave  him  that 
hUe  in  his  cypher.  Can  there  be  n greater  ab- 
■ordity  than  to  imagine  a person  of  the  bishop  of 
Rochester's  capacity,  should  borrow  a name 
°f  that  cons'6n«eaceyfi^o»istacihs>ElkifitiriHcai 
You  VIII. 
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wretch  as  Plunket,  who  it  does  not  appear  ever 

Iudeed,  the  counsel  for  the  bill  did  not  reatl 
these  letters  against  the  bishop,  since  they  hnd 
no  proof  of  his  dictating  of  them,  and  they 
were  only  read  ou  account  of  the  geueral  con- 
spiracy. 

I must  observe,  it  was  ngreat  artifice  of  these 
learned  gentlemen,  Whenever  theie  was  a piece 
of  evidence  to  which  the  bishop  objected,  they 
constantly  pretended  they  produced  it  to  the 
plot  in  general;  for  they  knew  it  could  not  he 
admitted  against  the  reverend  prelate ; but  yet 
when  they  came  to  sum  up,  they  applied  them 
to  this  particular  case,  which  is  not  agree- 
able to  that  candour  that  is  necessary  on  such 
occasions. 

If  your  lordships  should  be  of  opinion,  that 
Kelly  wrote  them  ; that  they  were  slopped  at 
the  post-office ; that  tliey  were  duly  copied ; 
that  tliey  were  truly  decyphered,  and  the  cant 
names  explained,  yet  still  this  cannot  affect  the 
Bishop,  unless  it  he  fixed  upon  him  that  he 
dictated  them  : Two  of  them  were  signed 

■loues  and  Iilington,  and  to  induce  your  lord- 
ships  to  believe  the  Bishop  was  guilty,  as  they 
affirmed,  they  endeavour  to  prove  chose  names 
must  denote  him ; and  in  order  to  it,  they 
read  some  letters,  affirmed  in  the  same  man- 
ner (as  before  mentioned)  by  the  clerks  ctf  the 
post-office,  to  be  his  hand-writing ; but  first 
they  read  a cypher  taken  upon  Mr.  Dennis 
Kelly,  and  sworn  by  the  messenger  Hutchins  to 
he  wrote  by  George  Kelly. 

I can  observe  nothing  upon  this  cypher,  but 
that  the  bishop  of  Rochester  is  not  mentioned 
in  it,  which  seems  very  extraordinary,  and  is 
not  a proof  of  the  reverend  prelate’s  being  en- 
gaged in  a conspiracy. 

The  letters  they  read  of  Mr.  Kelly  are  of  no 
moment,  and  are  only  calculated  to  fix  the 
names  of  Jones  and  Iilington  upon  the  Bishop. 

They  give  an  account  of  his  lady’s  death,  the 
Bishop’s  own  illness,  his  going  to  and  from 
Bromley  ; nnd  in  some  of  them,  the  dog  Har- 
lequin is  mentioned. 

It  seems  repugnant  to  reason,  that  in  a trea- 
sonable correspondence  of  this  importance,  a 
gentleman  should  venture  his  life  to  give  an 
account  of  the  state  of  one  person’s  private 
affair,  and  entertain  his  friends  abroad  with  no 
other  business  in  such  a tract  of  time. 

In  the  letters  directed  to  Mr.  Andrews  at 
the  Dog  and  Duck,  which  are  proved  to  have 
been  received  by  Mr.  Kelly,  Jones  and  Iiling- 
ton are  not  named ; and  those  in  which  we 
find  them,  were  such  as  passed  through  tlie 
post-office,  nnd  were  attested  like  those  under 
cover  to  Gordon  le  Fils. 

It  is  not  likely,  that  in  a transaction  of  so 
secret  a nature,  Mr.  Kelly  should  take  such 
pains  to  give  such  a description  as  might  give 
the  least  room  for  a suspicion  that  the  Bishop 
was  concerned  ; ninch  less  to  have  mentioned 
so  tneny  particulars,  as  it  may  be  suggested  be 
has  done,  if  there  could  be  any  possibility  of 
wt’fflunjjfffirmeairtig.  ttf s Jones  Mtlnri  rilling  ton, 
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and  interpreting  of  them  to  mean  the  Bi- 
shop. 

William  Wood,  the  Bishop's  coachman,  is 
brought  to  prove  the  particular  time's  of  the 
Bishop's  being  in  or  out  of  town,  in  order  to 
shew,  time  tlier  agree  with  the  limns  mention- 
ed of  Janes  nnd  Illingtnn  in  the  intercepted 
correspondence ; and  he  refreshes  his  memory 
by  a book  of  Memorandums,  which  might  have 
been  destroyed,  if  it  imd  been  appreheuded  by 
the  Bishop’s  friends,  that  sucli  evidence  could 
affect  him. 

What  they  oex;  attempt,  was  to  shew,  That 
the  dog  brought  over  by  Mr.  Kelly  from  Prance, 
and  which  Mrs.  Barnes  swears.  That  he  once 
told  her  was  for  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  was  a 
strong  circumstance  to  fix  the  name  of  Illing- 
ton  on  the  Bishop. 

My  Lords, 

Mrs.  Barnes,  who  is  under  the  custody  of  a 
messenger,  is  die  only  witness  to  this  point,  and 
what  she  says,  is  only  hearsay  from  Kelly  : 
She  owns  that  Kelly  never  told  her  so  but  once, 
oud  that  was  when  she  thought  to  have  kept  it 
for  herself;  and,  indeed,  it  might  he  barely  an 
excuse  to  prevent  his  partiug  with  it,  for  he  had 
promised  to  bring  her  sucli  a present  before  he 
went  to  France. 

She  owns,  that  to  her  knowledge,  the  Bishop 
never  saw  the  dog,  nor  sent  any  message 
about  it,  which  seems  to  be  very  extraordinary, 
that  if  this  present  was  of  sucli  great  conse- 
quence, he  should  not  have  had  curiosity 
enough,  at  least,  to  see  it : An  affidavit  was 
read  from  Birmingham,  a surgeon  in  Paris, 
which  says,  That  he  gave  this  dog  to  Mr.  Kelly, 
for  Mrs.  Barnes. 

Before  I leave  this  circumstance  of  the  dog, 
it  is  proper  to  observe  another  great  improba- 
bility, which  is,  in  a letter  wrote  n few  days 
after  die  death  of  the  Bishop's  lady,  it  is  said, 
Mrs.  Illington  was  in  great  tribulation  for  the 
loss  of  poor  Harlequin ; and  can  it  be  supposed, 
that  at  a lime  when  the  Bishop  was  ill  afflic- 
tion for  the  death  of  his-wife,  he  should  inde- 
cently discover  so  much  grief  for  such  a trifle. 

I think  this  is  sufficient  to  convince  nny  per- 
son whatsoever,  that  this  correspondence  is  of 
a very  extraordinary  Hature. 

Mrs.  Barnes  has  told  your  lordships,  That 
Mr.  Kelly  came  from  France  the  11th  of  April. 

My  Lords, 

I am  now  come  to  the  only  piece  of  evi- 
dence that  seems  particularly  levelled  at  the 
Bishop : Which  is,  The  proof  that  has  beeu 
given  of  the  dictating  those  letters;  and  unless 
this  he  clearly  and  plainly  made  appear,  I can- 
not,conceive  that  any  thing  can  he  laid  to  this 
prelate’s  charge. 

Unless  it  is  evident,  that  the  Bishop  did  dic- 
tate as  alledgcd,  T cannot  think  any  of  your 
lordships  can  vote  him  guilty  according  to. the 
rules  of  justice;  for  no  man  is  safe  either  in  his 
life,  liberty  or  fortune,  if  he  may  be  deprived  of 
either,  on  account  of  a correspondence,  in 
which  .it  docs  not  appear  he  was  concerned. 


precarious  evidence  at  your  bar,  os  to  believe  1 
that  Junes  and  Uliugton  stood  for  the  Bishop 
of  Rochester;  yet,  unless  it  is  plain,  that  it  I 
was  with  his  privity,  it  is  ccrtninly  impossible  I 
this  bill  should  pass;  and  if  it  should,  it  will  I 
hereafter  he  in  the  power  of  any  two  ineu,  one  I 
at  home,  and  one  abroad,  to  ruin  the  most  in- 
nocent person,  by  entering,  without  his  know- 
ledge, into  a correspondence  of  this  nature. 

If  the  being  named  in  treasonable  lettters,  be 
a crime,  though  it  does  not  appear  it  was  with 
the  privity  of  such  persons,  I will  submit  to 
your  lordships,  how  far  men  of  the  greatest 
zeal  to  the  present  establishment,  arc  to  he 
affected  by  Mr.  Plunket’s  insinuations. 

No  man  ought  to  suffer  for  the  suggestions 
of  another  person,  unless  it  appears  lie  lias 
given  great  foundation  for  them.  And  in  this 
case,  would  it  not  be  most  extraordinary  nnd 
most  unjust,  to  punish  this  reverend  prelate, 
for  a crime  which  there  is  no  proof  he  ever  com- 
mitted ? I mean,  the  dictating  of  these  letters : 
And  if  on  the  other  hand,  the  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstances of  his  affairs  lias  furnished  him  with 
means  of  slieiviug,  beyond  contradiction,  that 
he  could  not  be  concerned  in  the  letters  of  the 
20th  of  April ; that  for  a considerable  time  be- 
fore, he  could  not  see  Mr.  Kelly : and  that 
there  never  was  an  intimacy  betweeu  them; 
then,  my  lords,  I hope,  every  man  who  gives 
his  vote  for  the  rejecting  this  Bill,  has  the 
strongest  evidence  of  his  side-  to  support  his 
opinion  ; and  need  not  be  afraid  or  ashamed 
to  own  it  here,  or  any  where,  else. 

This  part  of  the  evidence  being  of  great 
consequence,  I must  beg  your  lordships'  atten-. 
cion,  whilst  I recapitulate  the  heads  of  it  as 
clearly  and  distinctly  as  possibly  I can. 

The  first  witness  they  called  was  Flower, *a 
chairman,  who  swears,  That  he  carried  Kelly 
twice  or  thrice  to  the  deanry,  hut  that  the 
bishop  was  never  at  home,  and  consequenlly 
did  not  see  him.  llis  partner  swore,  He  had 
carried  him  with  Flower  one  of  those  times. 

The  next  person  produced  was  a porter,  one 
Vanlear,  who  deposed,  That  he  went  abode 
Christmas  was  twelve  months  twice  with 
messages  from  Kelly  to  the  bishop  ; the  last  of 
which  times  he  carried  some  beaver  stockings; 
that  the  bishop  sent  for  him  up  stairs,  gave  his  j 
service  to  Mr.  Johnson,  and  thanked  him  for 
his  present. 

Mrs.  Kilburne,  at  whose  house  Mr.  Kelly 
lodged,  says,  That  once  a servant  Caine  from 
the  bishop,  to  know  how  Mr.  Johnson  did,  and 
was  sorry  he  could  not  have  his  company  to 

William  Wood,  the  bishop's  coachman,  says, 
lie  once  stopped  in  Bury-street,  but  does  not 
know  for  what,  and  that  the  bishop  sent  a ser-,' 
vant  somewhere,  who  presently  returned.  And, 

Lloyd,  who  keeps  the  Star  and  Garter  in 
Palace-yard,  has  told  us,  That  Neynoe  once 
came  to  his  house,  and  told  him,  he  staid  for  an 
ingenious  gentleman,  who  was  gone  to  the 
bishop  of  Rochester's  house. 

; , Mum  k*  ** 
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of  lliis  intimacy,  from  which  they  would  infer, 
That  tile  bishop  dictated  these  letters,  and  is 
consequently  guilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his 
charge. 

If  your  lordships  consider  what  was  produced 
on  the  other  side,  I am  sure  you  must  agree 
there  is  no  foundation  from  this  assertion. 

Mrs.  Kilburne  denies,  to  tlie  best  of  her 
knowledge,  that  the  bishop  ever  came  to  her 
House,  or  that  his  coach  ever  stopped  there,  or 
ever  was  sent  for  Kelly. 

That  Kelly  did  not  go  out  of  town  from  the 
time  he  came  from  France,  untill  he  was  tnkeu 
up,  the  19th  of  May,  and  never  lay  out  of  her 
house  one  night. 

This,  iny  lords,  was  confirmed  by  her  maid 
Anne  Ellis’.' 

, Mrs.  Barnes  says.  She  never  heard  of  any 
message  from  the  bishop  to  Kelly,  nor  ever  had 
atiy  conversation  with  him  about  the  bishop. 

William  Wood,  the  coachman,  who  lived 
with  the  bishop  four  years,  has  declared,  That 
the  bishop  of  Rochester  never  sent  him  with  his 
coach  to  Bury-street  to  fetch  any  person  from 
thence;  that  there  was  no  stranger  at  Bromley 
for  a fortnight  before  his  lady  died,  which  was 
the  50th  ot  April ; that  no  body  could  come  in 
a conch,  or  on  horseback,  but  he  must  know 
it;  that  lie  never  saw  such  a person  as  Mr. 
Kelly,  until  lie  was  shewn  him  at  the  Tower; 
and  that  the  bishop  went  ill  of  the  gout  to 
Bromley  the  15th  of  April,  and  did  not  return 
to  London  until  the  7th  of  May. 

Malone,  Mrs.  Barnes's  servant,  58ys,  That 
she  never  saw  the  bishop,  or  any  of  his  ser- 
vants. with  Mr.  Kelly. 

Thomas  Grant,  who  has  been  the  bishop’s 
servant  nine  years,  has  declared,  That  the 
bishop  went  to  Bromley  the  15th  of  April  very 
ill  of  the  gout,  and  that  no  stranger  could 
come  to  him  from  the  time  he  went  to  Bromley 
until  after  his  wife’s  death : that  one  or  other  of 
the  servants  always  sat  up  with  him  ; and  that 
no  person  could  visit  him.'hut  they  must  know 
it,  for  they  were  either  in  the  same  room,  or 
the  next  room  to  him  ; and  that  no  stranger, 
except  Dr.  Aldridge  and  the  apothecary,  came 
near  him.  Grant  says.  That  lie  was  forced  to 
go  to  town  to  attend  at  the  Westminster  elec- 
tion of  Scholars  on  the  21st  of  April,  but  left 
Beauchamp  there,  who  came  down  (or  that 
purpose  on  the  lgth. 

Beauchatnp  and  Steene,  who  were  the  two 
servants  that  attended  with  Grant,  swear  the 
same  thing. 

Susannah  Tlarvey,  Sarah  Jones,  Thomas 
Farnden,  Elizabeth  Higginson,  and  all  the  ser- 
vants agree,  that ’they  never  heard  of  any  per- 
son l,y  the  unme  of  Kelly  or  Johnson’s  being 
with  the  bishop.  And, 

Mrs.  Iriglislf,  who  tbofc  the  names  of  the 
bishop’s  visitors' fornran'y  years,  does  not  re- 
member that  she  ever  heard  of  such  a persou 
as  Kelly  or  Johnson.  And  L doubt  not  but 
that  every  Infd  must  allow,  that  itis  not  possible 
to  have  a more  clear,  a more  strong,  or  /egal 
P»of  to  a n «gtins«  i tfeast  thiatiat-.  t jF;  n i >-c  r^i- 
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I must  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  most 
of  these  servants  have  been  in  strict  custody, 
and  severely  used,  particularly  Farnden,  and 
yet  your  lordships  see  how  unanimous  they  are 
in  their  evidence;  and  their  testimony  is  so 
positive,  that  I cannot  conceive  any  person  can 
suggest  there  was  the  least  intimacy  between 
this  reverend  prelate  and  Mr.  Kelly;  and  much 
less,  that  he  could  he  with  him  ' to  write  the 
letters  that  are  dated  the  20th  of  April. 

Mr.  Reeves  did,  indeed,  so  far  agree,  as  to 
be  of  opinion,  that  they  might  have  been  wrote 
the  llth  of  April,  which  wns  the  day  Kelly 
came  from  France:  But,  my  lords,  Mrs. 

Barnes  has  deposed,  lie  went  to  bed  the  minute 
he  came  home,  and  lay  there  for  a considerable 
time , besides,  it  is  improbable,  that  letters 
wrote  the  lltli, should  not  he  sent  till  the  19th. 
But  if  anv  farther  argument  was  necessary  to 
confute  Inis  absurd  supposition,  the  earl  of 
Sunderland's  death  is  mentioned  in  the  letter  to 
Chivers,  and  that  noble  lord  died  the  19th,  at 
which  time  it  has  been  proved,  Mr.  Kelly  was 
not  with  the  bishop. 

The  bishop  of  St.  Asaph  did,  at  first,  pe- 
remptorily contradict  one  part  of  Mr.  Grant’s 
evidence,  by  saying,  He  hud  received  a letter 
from' the  bishop  of  Rochester  at  the  time  which 
Grant  has  sworn  he  was  so  ill  of  the  gout 
that  he  could  not  write. 

His  lordship  positively  affirmed,  That  he  re- 
ceived this  letter  on  Saturday  the  21st  of 
April  in  the  morning,  and  saw  Grant  in  Lon- 
don between  twelve  and  two : But  when  it  was 
proved  that  Grant  did  not  leave  Bromley  till 
the  evening  of  that  day,  and  that  another  per- 
son officiated  for  him  as  butler  in  the  deanry, 
by  reason  of  his  absence,  then  l he  bishop 
seemed  to  think  himself  under  a mistake,  and 
allowed  it  might  have  been  some  time  before. 

His  lordship  owned  he  never  received  a 
letter  from  the  bishop  of  Rochester  before  nor 
since,  and  therefore  was  a stranger  to  his  hand. 

I could  have  wished  this  reverend  prelate 
had  recollected  himself  more  fully,  before  he 
had  given  his  testimony  in  a n.atter  of  this  great 
importance  to  one  of  his  brethren. 

There  was  another  witness  examined,  which 
was  Crofton  the  shoe-maker,  to  prove  thftt 
Talbot  (who.  was  said  to  have  received  the 
three  letters  directed  to  Gordon  le  Fils)  waj  ht 
that  time  in  London,  when  he  was  supposed  to 
have  been  in  Bulogn.  Orotton  swears  he  saw 
him  in  town  the  29th  of  April,  and  proved  .it 
by  his  book. 

There  was  another  person  colled,  whose 
name  was  Donner.tHatdeposed,  Gordon  owned 
to  him  the  receiving  of  this  packet;  but  an 
affidavit  was  produced  from  Gordon,  in  which 
he  denies  it.  Donnor’s  evidence  is  only  hear- 
say, the  other  is  positive. 

My  Lords, 

The  Counsel  for  the  bill  produced  some 
papers  which  were  taken  in  the  bishop’s  custody 
when  he  was  apprehended,  and  endeavoured  to 
draw  very  ill-uaturcd  and  forced  constructions 

-'ftsflbtbfiinpmii  rsbraiy UlgfiWtHUm  bait  . 
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The  first  was  a letter  from  the  duchess  of 
Ormond,  in  which  she  acquaints  hitn,  That 
6he  bad  something  to  send  him,  which  she  could 
not  trust  to  a better  hand,  or  words  to  that  ef- 
fect. And  this  they  would  preteud  to  insinuate 
were  some  treasonable  papers. 

I appeal  to  all  mankind,  whether  it  is  not 
very  extraordinary  to  suppose,  that  the  bishop 
should  be  presumed  to  convey  a traiterous  cor- 
respondence through  that  channel.  Every  body 
knows  the  friendship  which  was  between  the 
reverend  prelate  and  that  family,  and  it  is  not 
surprising  that  this  unfortunate  lady  should 
think  him  a proper  person  to  consult,  and  in- 
trust with  her  own  affairs.  Therefore  I cannot 
think  that  these  general  expressions  can  at  nil 
affect  him. 

The  next  they  read  is  a paper  found,  or  pre- 
tended to  he  found,  at  the  Denary,  subscribed 
to  Dubois,  but  without  dale ; in  this  the  person 
who  writes  it,  says,  lie  received  a letter  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  to  which  he  returned  an  answer  in  bis 

The  Secret  Committee  at  first  apprehended, 
that  this  was  received  by  the  bishop,  and  thus 
it  passed,  untill  upon  seizing  a letter  wrote  in 
the  Tower  by  his  lordship,  they  found  a simili- 
tude in  the  seals,  which  immediately  en- 
lightened them,  and  then  it  was  presently  said  to 
have  been  wrote  by  the  bishop. 

They  then  wanted  to  fix  this  to  be  the  bi- 
shop's own  hand- writing,  and  they  could  find 
no  other  way  of  doing  it,  but  pretending  there 
was  a similitude  between  the  E's  in  this  letter, 
and  those  which  the  bishop  generally  used.  1 
believe  it  is  the  first  time  that  ever  such  an  ar- 
gument was  brought  to  prove  that  the  whole 
letter  has  been  wrote  by  a person  ; much  less 
was  it  ever  pretended  to  be  offered  to  a court 
of  justice  against  any  prisoner  whatsoever ; but 
I beiieve  there  is  no  man  acquainted  with  the 
bishop’s  band,  but  sees  it  is  not  wrote  by  him. 

They  would  also  affirm,  that  when  in  this  let- 
ter the  bishop  is  supposed  to  say,  That  he  re- 
turned an  answer  in  Mr.  Johnson’s  hand,  it 
must  be  understood  to  be  his  hand-writing ; 
which,  I must  confess,  docs  not  at  all  appear 
to  be  a necessary  conclusion ; for  he  might  de- 
liver his  answer  into  Mr.  Johnson's  hand,  which, 

1 think,  is  more  natural  to  suppose  than  the 
other. 

Your  lordships  must  judge,  how  improbable 
it  is,  that  the  bishop  should  keep  such  a letter 
by  him,  which  he  wrote  himself ; or  that,  when 
such  care  is  taken  as  the  prosecutors  of  the 
plot  themselves  say,  for  preventing  any  person’s 
discovering  the  intimacy  between  Mr.  Kelly 
and  him,  such  a secret  should  be  trusted  in 
writing,  and  even  without  a cypher.  The  two 
seals  which  gave  this  turn,  are  Cicero's  heads, 
which  are  very  common,  and  are  to  be  found 
every  where.  They  nre,  one  broke,  the  other 
whole,  which  must  mnke  it  very  difficult  to 
judge  ol  them;  and  it  is  allowed,  that,  at  best, 
it  is  but  precarious  evidence. 

If  Mr.  Neyuoe  speaks  truth,  when  he  said, 
That  ihe;hislmpihqt^flqiwe,-p£.the-  etfiffiMtew  , 


threatned  him,  I am  certain,  that  this  paper,  if 
it  could  have  been  apprehended  of  consequence, 
would  have  been  destroyed ; but,  I believe,  it 
was  impossible  for  him,  or  any  body  else,  to 
think  it  should  meet  with  such  an  explana- 

The  next  letter  they  produced,  which  they 
seemed  to  think  material,  was  that  which  was 
seized  ou  his  servant  going  to  Mr.  Morice : In 
this  he  says,  That  the  evidence  ofPiuuket,  and 
those  people,  could  not  affect  him ; but  as  he 
does  not  mention  Mr.  Kelly,  they  would  have 
it  presumed,  that  this  is  a proof  tlmcKeily  could 
have  said  something  of  him  ; but  1 think,  this 
must  appear  tu  be  a very  ill-natured  asser- 

Your  lordships  will  consider,  he  was  then 
writing  to  his  son-in-law,  and  therefore  no  great 
accuracy  was  necessary. 

In  aimther  place  he  says,  That  if  they  im- 
peached him,  be  should  remain  in  prisoo  for 
some  time ; and  this  they  would  dccypher  to . 
be  an  implication  of  bis  guilt.  But,  in  my  poor 
opinion,  it  is  the  reverse ; he  seems  to  say. 
That  if  tlio  Commons  should  he  induced  to  send 
up  an  impeachment  against  him,  he  was  so  sa- 
tisfied of  his  own  inuocence,  and  your  lordships’ 
justice,  that  he  thought  the  confinement  untill 
his  trial  would  be  the  only  misfoituue  that  could 
attend  him.  The  example  of  the  earl  of  Ox- 
ford was  recent  in  Ins  memory,  and  might  justly 
create  in  him  a fear  of  undergoing  a long  im- 
prisonment. 

It  is  objected.  That  he,  in  this  letter  makes 
no  protestations  of  his  innocence : But  if  you 
will  consider  he  writes  to  Mr.  Morice,  I believe 
every  .body  will  agree,  that  such  .declarations 
were  not  necessary. 

Mr.  Layer’s  Attainder  was  read,  but  it  does 
not  appear,  that  the  bishop  bnd  any  correspon- 
dence with  him,  therefore  I cannot  conceive 
why  we  were  troubled  with  it. 

My  Lords, 

I have  now  gone  through  the  whole  evidence 
that  is  brought  to  justify  this  extraordinary 
proceeding,  and  must  observe  the  steps  that 
have  been  taken  to  procure  all  the-  possible 
means  to  work  the  destruction  of  this  great 

You  have  seen  his  very  servants  confined, 
who,  it  does  not  appear,  were  guilty  of  the  least 
glimpse  of  treason. 

Lawson,  a baker  of  Bromley,  who  appeared 
at  your  bar,  has  been  employed  to  examine  tlio 
persons  in  the  bishop’s  neighbourhood,  in  order 
to  find  the  least  particular  that  could  amount 
to  the  shadow  of  a proof,  and  went  so  far  as  to 
offer  Wood  the  coachman  the  wages  that  were 
due  to  him,  if  he  would  have  gone  the  lengths 
that  were  required. 

Mr.  Biagley  told  us  in  the  case  of  Kelly,(and 
ns  it  has  not  been  disproved,  it  is  to  be  taken 
for  granted)  that  a warrant  was  shewn  by  the 
messenger,  signed  by  a Secretary  of  State,  to 
carry  him  to  Newgate,  which  he  was  told  was 
unavoidable,  unless  he  would  own  the  letter  of 
fc>J»^&nKpl|j’s  hand  writ- 
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jug ; but  it  appeared  the  next  day  to  be  nothiog 
hot  in  order  to  terrify  him. 

Mr.  Kelly  himself  has  told  your  lordships, 
That  Mr.  Delafeye  offered  him  his  own  terms, 
if  he  would  base  turned  evidence.  And  this 
was  doue  to  destroy  the  bishop  of  Rochester; 
or,  to  speak  in  the  language  mentioned  at 
your  bar,  to  pull  down  the  pride  of  this  haughty 

^ Your  lordships  may  remember,  that  Mr. 
Wearg  objects  to  tbe  bishop’s  servants,  because 
two  of  them  had  employments,  as  appears  by 
his  lordship's  own  letter ; but,  my  Lords,  when 
they  were  examined,  they  acquainted  the 
House,  that  it  was  upon  reading  of  the  Report 
that  they  recollected  the  bishop’s  circumstances 
before  the  death  of  his  wife : And  if  every  man, 
who  has  a place  under  the  bishop,  is  not  to  be 
esteeoied  a free  agent  when  he  is  upon  oath,  I 
hope  it  will  be  allowed  on  tbe  other  hand,  that 
those  who  have  employments  under  the  govern- 
ment, ought  not  to  he  admitted ; then  all  the 
witnesses  that  have  been  brought  to  support  the 
bill,  from  the  decypherer  to  the  messenger,  will 
he  discredited,  and  the  whole  prosecution  must 
fall  to  the  grouud. 

My  Lords, 

It  has  been  a hardship  that  has  attended  the 
bishop,  that  be  has  been  forced  to  prove  a nega- 
tive; and  the  difficulty  has  been  the  stronger 
upon  him,  that  your  lordships  have  not  permitted 
Mr.  Kelly  to  be  examined,  as  was  moved  by  a 
learned  lord  • in  my  eye;  and  if  the  gentleman 
had  sworn  what  lie  so  solemnly  affirmed  at  your 
bar  relating  to  this  affiiir,  I cannot  conceive  we 
could  have  had  the  least  debate. 

The  noble  lords  who  appear  the  most  zealous 
in  this  prosecution,  were  those  who  opposed  the 
examination  of  Mr.  Kelly,  which,  in  my  poor 
opinion,  is  a strong  argutpem,  that  if  he  had 
beea  brought  before  us,  he  would  have  persisted 
in  bis  declarations  of  the  bishop's  innocence. 

The  reverend  prelate  has  desired  of  any  lord 
in  the  administration,  and  even  the  honourable 
person  who  appeared  at  your  bar,  to  declare, 
whether  any  one  single  person  bad  charged  him 
(on  their  own  knowledge)  of  being  guilty  of 
any  treasonable  practice : And  it  has  appeared 
to  tbe  contrary ; therefore  this  whole  charge  is 
founded  upon  the  slight  circumstances  and  im- 
probable inuendos  before  mentioned. 

Another  objection  which  was  raised,  is.  That 
Mr.  Kelly  made  resistance,  when  he  was  seized, 
till  he  had  burnt  some  of  his  papers;  but  my 
Lords,  l do  not  see  any  reason  to  lay  this  to  the 
charge  of  the  bishop. 

Kelly  is  to  answer  for  his  own  actions,  and 
is  unfortunately  like  to  suffer  for  them  ; a per- 
son of  his  nge  might  have  many  letters  in  his 
custody,  which  he  did  not  care  should  be  seen, 
*nd  yet  of  a different  nature  from  a traiterous 
correspondence. 

After  this  evidence  is  considered,  I cannot 
think  your  lordships  will  establish  such  a pre- 
cedent, which  hereafter  may  be  emplojed  to 
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min  tbe  greatest  amongst  you : And  if  ever  here- 
after pains  and  penalties  are  unjustly  inflicted 
on  any  person,  posterity  will  derive  the  original 
of  such  hills  from  the  proceedings  of  this  par- 
liament ; and  what  bpinion  will  be  framed 
of  uj,  should  this  be  passed  into  a law,  I sub- 
mit to  every  impartial  person. 

It  must  be  left  to  your  lordships’  considera- 
tion, which  will  be  of  most  fatal  consequence 
to  the  public,  the  leaving  this  precedent  (pf 
condemning  an  such  kind  of  evidence)  like  a 
sword  which  your  eiiemies  may  take  up  when 
they  please,  or  the  banishing  the  bishop  of  Ro- 
chester, in  the  evening  of  bis  days,  who  alone 
could  do,  in  his  single  person,  no  prejudice  to 
the  constitution  : If  he  were  incliued  to  over- 
turn it,  as  his  enemies  suggest,  he  is  in  a better 
situation  abroad  than  at  home,  to  execute  that 
design,  and  direct  the  counsels  of  the  disaffect- 
ed. The  ruin  of  one  man  will  not  heal  the 
wound  that  the  passing  of  this  hill  seems  to 
make  in  the  government  of  this  kiugdom. 

It  has  been  said  in  the  debate,  that  the  bi- 
shop ought  to  have  made  protestations  of  his 
zeal  for  his  majesty  and  his  family ; but,  I 
think,  he  took  the  most  ready  way  of  perform- 
ing his  duty,  when  he  shewed  himself  innocent 
of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge. 

If  he  had  made  use  of  any  expressions,  which 
those  lords  blame  him  for  omitting,  the  soma 
good  nature  would  have  called  it  hypocrisy; 
and  those  who  are  displeased  with  his  silence, 
would  have  accused  him  of  insincerity. 

My  Lords, 

This  hill  seems  ns  irregular  in  the  punish- 
ments it  inflicts,  as  it  is  in  its  foundation,  and 
carries  with  it  an  unnatural  degree  of  hard- 

it  is  felony  for  his  children  to  correspond  with 
him  : And  in  this  circumstance,  it  is  different 
from  the  only  bill  that  carries  with  it  the  least 
resemblance  of  this ; I mean,  that  for  the  ba- 
nishment of  the  earl  of  Clarendon. 

The  earl  hud  flown  from  the  prosecution, 
and  retired  beyond  sea.  The  Charges  against 
him  were,  principally,  * For  advising  a standing 
‘ army ;’  and  another  article  exhibited  was, 
‘ That  he  had  advised  and  procured  divers  of 
‘ his  Majesty’s  subjects  to  he  imprisoned  against 
‘ law,  in  remote  islands,  garrisons,  and  other 
‘ places,  thereby  to  prevent  them  of  the  benefit 
* of  the  law,  and  to  produce  precedents  for  the 
‘ imprisoning  any  other  of  his.  Majesty’s  sub* 
‘ jects  in  like  manner,’ 

The  7th  Article  against  him,  was,  ‘ That  ha 
‘ had,  in  a short  time,  gained  to  himself  it 
‘ greater  estate  than  can  he  imagined  to  be 
‘ gained  lawfully  i(i  so  short  a time  ; and  cou- 
‘ trary  to  his  oath,  he  hath  procured  several 
‘ grants  under  the  great  seal  from  his  Majesty, 
‘ for  himself,  and  his  relations,  of  several  ofhis 
‘ Majesty's  lands,  hereditaments  aud  leases,  to 
‘ the  disprofit  of  his  Majesty*.' 

There  need  nut  have  been  any  witnesses  of 
these  crimes,  for  they  were  apparent;  and 


iiitiiafnptflS  ? ok;  iVi'SZZ’.i . 


SSI]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Geokge  I.  1723. — Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill  [S32 


every  body  knew  that  lie  was  prime  minister ; 
yet  sir  Francis  Goodyere,  upon  that  debate  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  declared  die  sentiments  | 
which  I expressed  at  the  beginning,  ‘ That  lie 
‘ was  not  against  proceeding,  hut  unsatisfied  to 
‘ do  it  without  witness,  it  being  like  swearing 
1 in  verba  Magistri.’ 

Another  great  man*,  upon  die  same  question, 
and  an  ancestor  to  a noble  lord  near  me,  said  ; 

‘ That  if  the  parliament  set  ' aside  law  in  this 
* case,  we  should  be  happy  to  see  law  declar- 
‘ ing  the  power  of  parliaments.’ 

The  punishment  for  corresponding  with  the 
earl,  was  high-treason,  and  then'  two  positiv? 
witnesses  were  necessary  to  convict ; but,  in 
this  cast;,  one  corrupt,  terrified,  and  perjured 
person,  may  take  away  the  life  of  the  most  in- 
nocent man. 

There  is  another  great  misfortune  which  this 
bill  brings  upon  the  bishop,  which  is,  that  he  is 
incapable  of  receiving  his  Majesty’s  pardon  : 
This,  iny  lords,  is  an  entrenchment  upon  the 
prerogative : And  what  must  make  it  the  more 
severe  in  this  case,  is,  that  his  Majesty’s  incli- 
nations to  mercy  (which  are  the  distinguishing 
characters  of  his  life)  are  stopped  by  this  law, 
which  the  unfortunate  prelate  might  have  hopes 
of  receiving,  when  he  had  merited  it,  by  a du- 
tiful behaviour  to  the  country  that  had  sent 
him  to  wander  abroad  in  exile,  and  by  his  fu- 
ture conduct  have  confirmed,  if  possible,  the 
evidence  he  has  given  of  his  innocence. 

My  Lords, 

In  the  case  of  the  earl  of  Danby,  your  lord- 
ships  have  declared,  That  his  banishment  should 
be  no  precedent,  nor  draw  into  example  for  the 
time  to  come,  and  have  so  entered  it  in  your 
journals. 

It  has  been  proved  that  this  reverend  prelate 
was  at  the~  time  that  he  was  suspected  to  be 
acting  treason,  engaged -in  studies  of  the  most 
high  nature,  which  is  a circumstance  that  ought 
to  have  some  weight. 

If  this  bill  pass  into  a Inw,  such  evidence  is 
established,  and  such  a method  of  proceeding 
introduced,  as  must  effectually  render  nil  that 
is  dear  to  us  precarious ; and  if  ever,  hereafter, 
wc  should  see  a wicked  administration,  sup- 
ported by  a corrupt  majority  in  parliament, 
this  step,  taken  in  these  times  of  liberty,  will 
be  sufficient  precedent  to  give  a colour  of  jus- 
tice to  the  actidns  of  those  who  should  be  wan- 
ton in  tyranny. 

The  reverend  prelate,  who  spoke  before  me, 
mentions  some  cases  relating  to  bills  of  attain- 
der, which,  in  my  poor  opinion,  differ  very  much 
from  our  present  question. 

The  attainder  of  sir  John  Fenwick,  was  only 
to  supply  the  want  of  a witness,  who  had  de- 
posed against  him  upon  oath  before  the  grand 
jury,  and  who  was  spirited  away  by  the  priso- 
ner’s friends : But  at  present,  your  lord-hips  are 
to  supply  the  delect  of  evidence,  bv  condemn- 
ing on  improbable  conjecture.  There  was  a 
noble  lord  ln'this  House  the  other  day,  I do  not 
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see  him  now,  who  made  the  greatest  figure  in 
opposition  to  that  bill*,  l wish  wc  could  have 
his  assistance  on  this  occasion. 

My  Lords, 

Since  that  reverend  prelate  has  quoted  some 
cases,  he  will  permit  me  to  remind  him  what 
has  been  formerly  said  upon  acts  of  attainder; 
that  such  bills,  like  Sisyphus’s  stone,  huve  fre- 
quently rolled  back  upon  those  that  were  the 
chief  promoters  of  them. 

This  prudential  argument  should,  restrain  us 
from  being  too  forward  with  them  at  this  time 

The  act  for  the  attainder  of  the  earl  of 
March,  passed,  because  he  had  been  instru- 
mental in  procuring  the  attainder  of  another 
lord,  under  pretence  of  a .letter,  which  the  re- 
cord says  was  no  evidence. 

The  lord  Cromwell  is  another  known  in- 
stance of  this  observation;  be  was  the  first 
who  advised  this  violent  proceeding  in  Henry 
8th’s  time ; and  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  ad- 
vice he  gave  to  the  ruin  of  others,  proved,  not 
long  after,  fatal  to  himself. 

I have  now  given  your  lordships  the  reasons 
why  I am  against  the  bill.  I fear  I have  tired 
your  patience,  and  shall  therefore  conclude  with , 
the  words  of  the  great  man  1 before  mentioned; 

I mean,  sir  Heneage  Finch,  in  tbe  case  of  the 
earl  of  Clarendon. “ We  have  an  accusa- 

tion upon  hearsay,  and  if  it  is  not  made  good, 
the  blackest  scandal  bell  can  invent,  lies  at  our 

His  Grace  was  strongly  supported  by 

The  Lord  Bathurst,  who  took  notice  of  the 
ungracious  distinctions  that  were  fixed  on  the 
members  of  that  assembly,  who  differed  in 
opinion  from  those  who  happened  to  have  the 
majority : that  for  his  part,  as  lie  had  nothing 
in  view  but  truth  and  justice,  the  good  of  his 
country,  the  honour  of  that  House,  and  the 
discharge  of  his  own  conscience,  he  would 
freely  speak  his  thoughts,  notwiihstanding  all 
discouragements:  that  he  would  not  complain 
of  the  sinister  arts  that  had  been  used  of  late 
to  render  some  persons  obnoxious,  and  under 
pretence  of  their  being  so,  to  open  their  letters 
about  their  minutest  domestic  affairs ; for  these 
small  grievances  lie  could  easily  bear;  but 
when  he  saw  things  go  so  far,  us  to  condemn  a 
person  of  the  highest  dignity  in  the  church,  in 
such  an  unprecedented  manner,  and  without 
any  legal  evidence,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
oppose  a proceeding  so  unjust  atid  unwarrant- 
able in  itself,  and  so  dungerous  and  dismal  in 
its  consequences.  To  this  purpose,  he  begged 
leave  to  tell  their  lordships  a story  he  had  from 
several  officers  of  undoubted  credit,  that  served 
in  Flanderi  in  the  late  war.  “ A Frenchman, 
it  seeuis,  had  inrented  a machine,  which  would 
not  only  kill  more  n en  at  once,  than  any  yet  in 
use,  but  also  disable  for  ever  any  innn  that 
should  be  wounded  by  it.  Big  with  the  hopes 
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of  a great  reward,  he  applied  to  one  of  the  mi- 
nisters, who  laid  his  project  before  the  late 
French  ,king;  but  that  monarch,  considering 
that  so  destructive  an  engine  might  soon  be 
turned  against  his  own  men,  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  encourage  It,  whereupon  the  inventer 
came  over  into  England,  and  ntfered  his  service 
to  some  of  our  generals,  who  likewise  rejected 
the  proposal  with  indignation."  The  use  and 
application  of  this  story,  added  his  lordsliip,  is 
very  obvious : for  if  this  way  of  proceeding  be 
admitted,  it  will  certainly  prove  a very  danger- 
ous  engine:  no  man’s  life,  liberty,  or  property 
will  be  safe ; and  if  those,  who  were  in  the  ad- 
ministration some  years  ago,  and  who  Imd  as 
great  a share  in  the  affections  of  the  people,  ns 
any  that  came  after  them,  had  made  use  of 
such  a political  machine,  some  of  those  noble 
persons,  who  now  appear  so  zealous  promoters 
of  this  lull,  would  not  be  in  a capacity  to  serve 
his  Majesty  at  this  time.  His  lordship  added, 
that  if  such  extraordinary  proceedings  went  on, 
he  saw  nothing  remaining  for  him,  and  others 
to  do,  but  retire  to  their  country  bouses,  and 
there,  if  possible,  quietly  enjoy  their  estates, 
within  their  own  families,  since  the  least  cor- 
respondence, the  least  intercepted  letter,  might 
be  made  criminal.  To  this  purpose  his  lord- 
ship  quoted  a passage  out  of  cardinal  deRetz's 
Memoirs,  relating  to  that  wicked  politician, 
cardinal  Mazarin,  who  boasted,  “ That  if  he 
had  but  two  lines  of  any  man’s  writing,  with  a 
few  circumstances  attested  by  witnesses,  lie 
could  cut  off  his  head  wheo  lie  pleased.”  His 
lordship  also  shrewdly  animadverted  on  the 
majority  of  the  venerable  beneb,  towards  wbicb 
turning  himself,  he  said,  He  could  hardly  ac- 
count for  the  inveterate  haired  and  tnnlice, 
some  persons  bore  the  learned  and  ingenious 
bishop  of  Rochester,  unless  it  was  that  they 
were  intoxicated  with  the  infatuation  of  some 
of  the  wild  Indians,  who  fondly  believe  they 
inherit  noc  only  the  spoils,  but  even  the  abili- 
ties  of  any  great  enemy  they  kill. 

The  Lord  Strafford  spoke  on  the  same  side, 
as  did  also 

Lord  Trevor,  who  urged,  That  if  men  were 
in  tlfts  unprecedented  manner,  proceeded 
against  without  legal  proof,  in  a short  time 
men  would  be  tried,  as  they  were  liked  by  mi- 
nisters: that  for  his  own  part,  be  believed  lie 
stood  but  indifferently  in  the  opinion  and 
liking  of  some  persons,  and  therefore  he  Imd 
reason  to  think  himself  the  more  in  danger, 
because  at  present  they  wanted  the  protection 
of  the  law,  [meaning  the  Suspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act]  and  as  in  a short  time, 
they  were  like  to  lie  so  unhappy  as  to  be  de- 
prived of  bis  Majesty’s  personal  protection,  and 
"ere  still  liable  to  be  confined  upon  suspicion, 
"Wei,  he  took  to  be  no  more  than  will  ami 
pleasure;  they  were  consequently  at  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  the  ministers : That,  however,  no 
apprehension  of  what  he  might  suffer  should 
deter  him  from  doing  what  he  thought  his  duty : 
that,  consouapt  to^  vSWit 


along,  nnd  still  opposed  these  extraordinary 
proceedings,  which  tended  to  lodge  an  exorbi- 
tant power  in  their  fellow-subjects : Thul  if  ho 
were  to  lose  his  liberty,  be  had  rather  give  is 
up  to  one  single  tyrant,  than  to  many:  fora 
tyrant,  if  a man  of  common  understanding, 
would,  for  bis  own  sake,  be  tender  of  the  lives 
of  his  subjects;  whereas  many  tyrants  would 
endeavour  to  destroy  one  another,  to  get  one 
another’s  employments. 

The  Earl  of  Finlater  endeavoured  to  shew. 
That  the  evidence  that  had  been  produced  be- 
fore them,  being  sufficient  to  convince  any  rea- 
sonable man,  that  there  had  been  a detestable 
Conspiracy ; and  that  the  bishop  of  Rochester 
had  a great  share  in  it,  was  likewise  sufficient 
to  justify  this  extraordinary  proceeding  against 
him,  especially  since  they  inflicted  on  him  so 
light  a punishment,  considering  the  heinous- 
ness  of  bis  crime. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  pursued  the  some  argu- 
ment ; run  through  and  confuted  the  most  es- 
sential parts  of  the  Bishop’s  defence ; and, 
with  vehemence,  aggravated  his  offence,  by 
which  be  bad  debased  his  holy  function  and 
character,  and  acted  contrary  to  the  solemn 
and  repeated  oaths  he  bad  taken. 

The  Lord  Gutcer  spoke  against  the  Bill. 

Lord  Lechmere,  who  had  nil  along  expressed 
his  dislike  of  these  extraordinary  proceedings, 
declaring  it  as  his  opinion,  that  there  was  suf- 
ficient evidence  to  support  the  charge.  He 
was  answered  by 

Lord  Camper,  who  spoke  as  follows: 

My  Lords, 

This  debate  has  been  already  carried  to  that 
length,  and  is  by  all  agreed  to  be  of  such  im- 
portance, that  I ahi  sure  your  lordships  will 
permit  me  to  enter  into  it  without  any  apology . 

I am,  my  lords,  against  this  bill,  nut  only  be- 
cause I think  nothing  has  been  offered  sufficient 
for  the  support  of  it,  but  because  I think  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  dignity 
nnd  authority  of  this  House,  and  the  credit 
and  reputatiun  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
concerned  in  the  event  of  it.  My  lords, 
The  proceedings  of  that  House  have  been, 
in  'this  case,  very  remarkable  and  uncom- 
mon : They  voted  the  bishop  guilty  of  high- 
treason  the  very  first  thing  they  did ; and  it 
was  reasonable  to  expect,  that  the  coasequence 
of  that  vote  would  have  been  an  order  for  an 
impeachment  in  parliament,  or  a prosecution 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  law.  But,  my  lords, 
we  see  they  have  taken  another  method,  and 
that  without  weighing  what  the  consequences 
might  be.  They  have  taken  n method,  whereby 
they  hnve  made  themselves  both  judges  and 
accusers.  They  could  not,  os  judges,  decently 
proceed  against  the  bishop,  without  hearing 
him,  aud  therefore  they  gave  him  a day  for  that 
purpose,  and  thereby  they  discovered  the 
dilemma  into  which  they  bad  run  themselves. 
They  found  themselves  obliged  to  hear  him,  and 
yet  they  could  not  acquit  him,  because  they 
bad  already  prejudged  him.  It  is  not  therefore 

rfritefflllW  lhi"  bil,i 
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though,  I believe,  they  would  be  very  well 
pleased  your  lordships  should  reject  it,  that  the 
knowledge  of  their  having  taken  so  wrong  a 
Step,  might  the  sooner  be  forgotten. 

My  Lords, 

A great  deal  has  been  said,  and  surely  too 
much  cannot  be  said,  to  shew  that  this  bill  is 
an  infringement  Upon  the  authority  of  this 
House.  It  becomes  your  lordships  to  support 
your  dignity,  and  to  shew  a suitable  resent- 
ment, when  the  least  of  yoor  privileges  is  in- 
vaded. Your  lordships,  upon  this  occasion, 
would  do  well  to  follow  the  example  even  of 
this  very  House  of  Commons : How  con- 

temptuously did  they  throw  out  aLill  lately  sent 
them,  because  th'ey  thought  it  looked  like  a 
money  bill?  And  will  your  lordships  sutler 
them  to  share  your  authority,  to  become  jndges 
equal  with  yourselves,  when  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  it?  In  this  case,  it  is  manifest,  there 
cun  he  no  necessity,  because  the  bishop  is 
amesnable  to  justice:  He  has  been  confined 
several  months;  he  is  now  strictly  guarded; 
and,  no  doubt,  the  zeal  of  the  governor  will 
prevent  his  running  away.  But,  my  lords,  if  -it 
could  he  supposed  that  this  bill  did  not  affect 
your  lordships’  authority ; yet  if  it  affects  the 
honour  of  the  crown,  1 ain  sure,  it  will  raise  a 
becoming  indignation  in  us  all  against  it.  This 
bill,  if  your  lordships  pass  it,  will  put  his  Ma- 
jesty under  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  re- 
fusing the  royal  assent  to  it,  or  of  condemning 
one  of  his  subjects,  a lord  of  parliament,  and  a 
bishop  of  that  church  of  which  his  Majesty  is 

Sardian  and  protector,  in  a case  at  least  rioubt- 
; and  that  without  hearing  one  word  either 
of  the  charge,  or"  of  the  defence.  My  lords, 
It  hath  been  often  said,  (I  wish  it  were  said 
without  grounds)  that  we  have  a disaffected 
party  amongst  us.  I am  persuaded,  it  is  far 
from  the  intention  of  any  lord  here,  to  advise 
his  Majesty  to  do  any  thing  that  might  possibly 
increase  that  disaffection:  But  whether  the 
passing  of  such  a bill  against  a bishop  of  the 
church  of  England,  unheard,  may  not  give  a 
handle  to  the  clamorous,  to  raise  an  odium 
against  his  Majesty’s  administration, is  submitted 
to  your  lordships.  His  Majesty's  great  cle- 
mency and  mercy  are  known  to  all  the  world ; 
and  he  has  been  in  nothing  more  conspicuous, 
than  in  the  exercise  of  those  royal  virtues: 
supposing,  then,  your  lordships  should  pass  this 
Bill,  how  can  you  ever  hope  for  the  royal  as- 
sent to  it?  These  objections,  that  concern  the 
king,  appear  to  me  unanswerable,  not  only 
with  regard  to  this  bill,  but  to  all  bills  of 
attainder  in  general.  I think  they  ought 
never  to  be  allowed,  but  when  the  offen- 
der fiies  from  justice,  or  is  in  open  rebellion  ; 
and  then,  pefliaps,  the  notoriety  df  the  fact 
may  be  some  excuse  for  the  extraordinariness 
of  the  proceeding. 

My  Lords, 

I expected  to  have  heard  from  that  reverend 
bench  many  arguments  of  another  kind  against, 
this  bill,  which  are  properly  within  their  sphere, 
and  whieb.L-atnstp d^are:  .per,fect  master s,- 
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of.  The  old  champions  of  our  church  used  to 
argue  very  learnedly,  “ That  to  make  or  to 
degrade  bishops  was  not  the  business  of  the 
state;  that  there  is  a spiritual  relation  between 
a bishop  and  his  flock,  derived  from  the  church,  i 
with  which  the  itate  has  nothing  to  do  :"  But 
this  bill  derives  the  bishop  of  that  spiritual  re- 
lation, without  the  concurrence  of  the  church. 
The  parliament  alone  does  it;  and  it  must  be 
owned,  that  if  the, parliament  can  do  it,  they 
can  as  well  make  a new  one  in  his  room  ; and 
a clause  for  that  purpose,  added  to  this  bill, 
would  as  effectually  do  the  one  ns  the  other. 
What  the  thoughts  of  our  reverend  prelates  are 
upon  these  points,  does  not  yet  fully  appear ; 
something  of  their  conduct  intimates,  as  if  our 
old  divines  were  mistaken : But,  be  that  as  it 
will,  as  thejudgment  of  our  prelates  will  carry 
great  weight,  and  as  the  reasons  for  such  their 
judgment  must  needs  he  convincing,  I do  not 
doubt  but  they  will  give  your  lordships  full  sa- 
tisfaction before  this  debate  conies  to  a period. 
In  the  mean  time,  I speak  ray  concern,  that  if 
acts  of  parliament  are  made  to  interfere  with 
chnrch-nffaivs : if  bishops  are  to  be  put  in  Or 
turned  out  at  pleasure;  and  oil  this  to  be  done 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  church,  the 
world  abroad  may,  though  unjustly,  look  upon 
our  church  ns  a creature  only  of  the  state,  and 
treat  our  bishops,  as  if  they  were  no  more 
than  stare  officers.  I hope,  however,  from  the 
courage,  zeal,  and  conduct  of  our  present  re- 
verend prelates,  whatsoever  becomes  of  this, 
hill,  that  they  will  be- able  to  wipe  off  any  such 
scandal : They  certainly  have  the  honuur,  the 
dignity,  and  authority  of  our  church  always  at 
heart ; and  every  thing  tending  to  her  interest, 
they  will  most  zealously  promote.  But  whether 
the  passing  of  this  bill  promote  her  interest,  6r 
be  of  any  service  to  her,  they  best  know : For 
my  part,  I cannot  even  gueSs  ac  any  advantage 
she  possihty  can  receive  by  it,  unless  it  be  this, 
That  it  will  make  the  bishoprick  of  Hochester, 
and  the  deanry  of  Westminster,  to  become 
vacant. 

My  Lords, 

This  bill  carries  in  the  frame  of  it  an  in- 
vincible-objection to  it ; for  the  preamble  and  J 
the  enacting  part,  the  crime  and  the -punish-  yj 
mc-n,  bear  no  proportion  to  each  other.  The  H 
pYeamble  contains  a charge  of  high-treason  f 
against  the  bishop ; and,  pray,  my  lords,  why  I 
should  he  not  he  punished  accordingly?  Is  it  3 
because  he  is  a bishop  of  the  ehurcli  of  Eng-  II 
land,  or  a lord  of  parliament,  or  in  high  favour  « 
with  the  king  or  his  ministers  ? I have  not  heard  I 
that  the  bishop  hath  heen  at  court  of  late  ; bat 
he  it  ei tiler  of  these,  it  would  be  so  far  from  1 
being  a reason  for  mitigating  his  punishment,  j 
that  it  ought,  if  possible,  to  increase  it.  My  I 
Lords.  Our  laws  have  wisely  taught  us  to  have  j 
a just  abhorrence  of  high-treason,  and  have 
ordained  fur  it  the  severest  punishment  that 
English  clemency  will  admit  of;  and  shall  he,  i 
who  has  bren  voted  the  principal  contriver  and 
director  of  this  most  horrid  and  detestable 
str'fttfcSHWiTPBCiapsa'ivy  Ob  I »:  less  limn  bii 
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crimes  deserve,  and  that  too  in  foil  parliament  ? 
Wetliinks,  if  it  were  necessary  that  the  legisla- 
ture should  interpose  in  this  case,  the  heitious- 
ness  of  the  offence  should  fire  tlreir  resentment ; 
aud  instead  of  abating  the  punishment,  should 
pat  them  upon  heightening  it  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  severity  that  their  wisdom  could 
contrive.  As  in  the  case  nf  the  late  South-Sea 
directors:  No  one  will  say,  but  that  they  might 
have  been  punished  as  cheats,  without  the  help 
of  onset  of  parliament;  hut  as  the  punish- 
ment ordained  by  our  laws  for  such  offences 
cable  not  up  co  tiie  aggravating  circumstances 
of  theif  guilt,  a law  was  made  to  punish  them 
on  purpose;  and  they  were  justly  stripped  of 
their  estates,  who  had  before  so  notoriously 
cheated,  bubbled,  and  beggared  the  whole  na- 
tion. What  reason,  then,  can  he  given  why 
the  bishop  should  not  he  punished,  at  least  equal 
with  others,  in  cases  of  high-treason?  Why 
truly,  the  want  of  legal  evidence  is  the  only 
reason  pretended  : A reason  ! in  my  appre- 
hension, so  very  mean  and  trifling,  that  it  ought 
not  to  have  been  heard  in  the  supreme  judica- 
ture of  n nation,  yvithout  the  severest  censure, 
and  such  as  would  well  become  your  lordships 
to  treat  with  the  utmost  indignation  and  cou- 

For,  my  Lords,  is  it  come  to  this  at  last,  that 
after  so  much  grimace,  so  much  noise  and  stir, 
after  committing  the  bishop  fur  high-treason, 
after  voting  him  a traitor,  and  treating  him  as 
Such.mustltat  length  come  out,  that  there  is  no 
legal  evidence  against  him ! To  palliate  the 
matter  a little,  a distinction  is  endeavoured  to 
be  made  between  legal  evidence  and  real  evi- 
dence, or  between  such  evidence  ns  our  law 
requires,  and  such  . as  in  natural  justice  and 
equity  ought  to  be  admitted.  But,  my  Lords, 
this  is  a distinction  entirely  without  a differ- 
ence ; for  what  is  evidence  of  a fact  before  any 
judicature  whatsoever,  but  such  testimony  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  requires,  to  induce  a 
moral  certainty  of  the  truth  of  the  thine  tes- 
tified : The  greater  or  less  consequence  the 
case  is  of,  the  more  or  less  proof  is  required 
to  induce  such  certainty.  Thus,  in  ordinary 
mutters,  barely  to  prove  a haud-Writing  is  held 
sufficient  evidence;  because,  in  such  cases,  it 
is  not  to  be  supposed  the  hand-writing  should  be 
, counterfeited  : In  other  coses,  seeing  the  party 
"rite,  is  necessary  to  he  proved;  and  still  as 
the  weight  of  the  case  increases,  stronger  proof 
is  required.  , Ever  since  the  reversal  of  the  at- 
tainder of  colonel  Algernon  Sidney,  the  prov- 
j**g  of  treason  by  the  proving  of  hand-writing, 
hath  been,  with  great  justice,  condemned;  and, 
*hy,  I pray?  But -because  there  can  be  no 
hand-w  riting  but  what  will  admit  of  a counter- 
feit; and  nothing  that  is  capable  of  being  coun- 
terfeited, carries  with  it  such  a degree  of  ccr- 
teinty,  as  is  necessary  where  a man's  life  and 
“>rtune  is  concerned.  My  Lords,  legal  evi- 
dence is  nothing  else  but  such  real  and  certain 
Proof,  as  oUzht,  in  natural  justice  and  equity, 
te  be  received ; and  therefore  the  oath  of  one 
ttediblo 


induce  a belief  of  the  thing  he  swears,  is  legal 
evidence ; nnd  yet  so  tender  is  our  law,  so  great 
a degree  of  ccrtnincy  doth  it  require,  that,  as  it 
now  stunds,  two  positive  witnesses  lire  required 
to  convict  a man  of  high-treason.  This,  how- 
erer,  hath  been  preposterously  enough  urged, 
to  shew  a difference  between  legal  anil  real  "evi- 
dence : and  sir  John  Fenwick's  Case  hath  been 
cited  for  the  same  purpose.  But  tin's,  With 
submission,  shews  no  difference  at  nil ; for  will 
any  one  say,  that  one  credible  witness  is  not 
legal  evidence  ? -Can  any  court  in  the  kingdom, 
upon  a trial  of  high-trenson,  refuse  to  hear 
such  evidence?  And  is  not  such  evidence  suffi- 
cient too  in  all  cases,  where  some  positive 
law,  for  the  greater  certainty,  doth  not  require 

One  of  the  learned  gentlemen  at  the  bar, 
(Mr.  Waerg,)  I suppose  out  of  pure  zeal  for  this 
bill,  and  not  with  a design  to  misguide  his  au- 
dience, did  roundly  affirm  before  your  lord- 
ships,  that  no  evidence,  strictly  speaking,  was 
legal,  but  what  was  mathematical.  I am  con- 
fident, that  gentleman  would  not  have  given 
this  ns  his  opinion  under  his  hand  at  bis  cham- 
ber, because  he  knows  it  is  directly  contrary  to 
truth : He  knows  very  well  that  no  offender, 
that  puts  himself  upon  his  trial,  can  b ^convict- 
ed, but  upon  the  oath  of  one  or  more  witnesses  ; 
he  dares  not  deny  but  that  such  conviction  is 
founded  upon  legal  evidence,  strictly  so  speak- 
ing; and  no  one  will  pretend  to  say,  that  anjf 
evidence  of  witnesses  can  be  called  mathemati- 
cal. But  the  gentleman  goes  on,  and  says. 
That  the  evidence  for  this  bill  is  legal,  in  the 
general  sense  of  the  word  : On  the  contrary,  I 
beg  leave  to  affirm,  That  it  is  not  legal  in  unv 
sense  whatsoever.  No  act  of  Parliament  hath 
made  it  legal,  nor  can  it,  in  natural  justice  and 
equitji,  be  called  so,  for  want  of  sufficient  cer- 
tainty; nnd,  indeed,  it  hath  been  admitted 
throughout  this  debate,  and  even  by  the  counsel 
who  spoke  first  for  this  bill,  that  it  is  not  sup- 
ported by  legal  evidence.  But  this  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  go  still  farther,  for  he  affirmed 
before  your  lordships,  That  depositions  taken 
in  writing,  were  not  evidence  in  any  court  of 
law.  My  Lords,  it  is  pity  that  in  so  fine  a 
speech  there  should  be  so  much  false  doctrine: 
1 1 is  very  true,  that  the  law  doth  require  the 
best  evidence  that  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
admit  of ; and  therefore  wii)  not  suffer  the  de- 
positions of  a witness  in  writing  to  be  rend, 
where  such  witness  can  he  examined  viva  voces 
But  UiRt  gentleman  could  not  but  know,  that 
where  such  living  witness  is  not  to  be  had,  his 
depositions  in  writing  are  never  refused,  nor 
any  other  evidence  that,  in  natural  justice  nud 
equity,  can  tend  to  discover  the  truth  of  the 
fact  in  question  with  certainty. 

My  Lords, 

The  wisdom  and  goodness  of  our  law  appear 
in  nothing  more  remarkably,  than  in  the  .per- 
spicuity, certainty,  and  clearness  of  the  evi- 
dence it  requires  to  fix  a crime  Upon  any  roan, 
whereby  his  life,  his  liberty,  or  his  property  may 
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•elves,  and  are  justly  liie  ouvy  of  all  our  neigh- 
bour nations.  Our  law,  in  such  cases,  requires 
evidence  so  clear  and  convincing,  that  every 
by-slander,  the  instant  he  hears  it,  musL  be 
fully  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  it;  It  admits  of  no 
surmises,  iuuendo's,  forced  consequences,  or 
harsh  constructions,  ubr  any  thing  else  to  be 
offered  as  evidence,  but  what  is  real  and  sub- 
stantial, according  to  the  rules  of  natural  justice 
and  equity. 

These  are  the  rules  the  judges  go  by,  nor  have 
they  any  other  in  determining  what  is,  or  what 
is  uot  to  be  admitted  as  evidence  before  them  ; 
and  therefore  to  say,  that  the  law  refuses  such 
evidence  as  is  real,  and  ought,  in  natural  justice 
and  equity,  to  be  admitted,  is  to  cast  an  im- 
putation upon  the  law,  which  is  not  only  un- 
just, but  entirely  groundless.  My  Lords,  I 
think  sufficient  hath  been  said  to  shew  the  mis- 
take of  those  noble  lords  who  have  endeavoured 
to  distinguish  between  legal  and  real  evidence. 
The  distinctions  that  have  been  made,  and  the 
instances  that  have  been  produced,  shew’  only 
what  legal  evidence  is  sufficient  for  conviction, 
and  what  not;  and  if  that  were  the  question 
now  before  your  lordships,  it  would  deserve  ano- 
ther consideration. 

The  present  question  is,  Whether  any  evi- 
dence at  all  has  been  offered  to  your  lordships 
to  fix  treason  upon  the  bishop  of  Rochester  ; 
and  for  my  part,  my  Lords,  I am  clearly  of  opi- 
nion, that  you  have  had  no  such  evidence : It 
is  on  all  hands  agreed,  that  go  legal  evidence  of 
treason  has  been  offered  against  him ; and,  1 j 
hope,  I have  sufficiently  satisfied  your  lordships, 
that  if  it  be  not  legal  evidence,  it  is  not  real  i 
evidence,  or  such,  ns  in  natural  justice  and  < 
equity,  ought  to  be  admitted,  and  consequently  < 
no  evidence  at  all.  My  Lords,  the  counsel  for  i 
the  bill  have  not  attempted  to  prove  positively  i 
against  the  bishop  any  one  single  criminal  act: 
The  circumstances  that  they  have  offered  are 
in  my  opinion,  so  fur  from  affecting  him,  that 
they  carry  in  them  no  appearance  of  guilt  iu  j 
him  whatsoever.  If  indeed  there  had  been  any 
one  positive  witness  against  him,  your  lord- 
ships,  perhaps,  (ns  was  done  in  sir  John  Fen-  1 
wick’s  Case)  might,  with  some  appearance  of 
reason,  have  admitted  circumstances  in  support 
of  such  witness,  rather  than  a man  of  the 
bishop’s  rank  nnd  character  should  go  unpu- 
nished ; und,  indeed,  I think,  no  man’s  cunning 
ought  to  be  a protection  for  his  villainy  ; and  I 
hope,  and  do  not  doubt,  but  nil  traitors  will, 
one  lime  or  other,  meet  with  their  just  rewards. 
But,  my  lords,  in  the  case  before  you,  - the 
w hole  charge  is  built  upon  circumstances,  and 
these  are  said  to  be  supported  by  other  circum- 
stances; but  alt  of  them  are  so  hemote,  so 
general,  and,  I may  say,  so  inoffensive,  tlmt 
they  might  suit  any  lord  here  as  well  as  the 
bishop ; for  thtre  is  not  one  single  circumstance 
of  them  qll,  such  as  in  its  nature  would  be  ad- 
mitted as  evidence  of  any  crime  againsi  any 
man  in  any  court  in  the  kingdom. 

To  come,  my  Lords,  to  particulars,  the  trea- 
wn  chatted  upou  the  bishop  is,  Tliatj  he  dictat- 


ed to  Kelly  thethiee  letters,  dated  the  20th  of  J 
April,  1722,  signed,  Jones,  Illington,  and  1376.  ‘ 
And  in  maintainance  of  this  charge,  it  is  said, 
that  those  three  letters  were  the  same  hand-  l 
writing  with  another  letter  produced  before 
your  lordships,  and  dated  the  20th  of  August 
following:  That  from  the  20th  of  April  to  the  t 
20th  of  August,  letters  were  continually  sent 
abroad  in  the  same  hand-writing;  that  these 
letters  contained  a treasonable  correspondence ; 4 
that  they  are  the  lmud-writing  of  Kelly  ; that  r 
Kelly  bail  been  with  the  bishop  two  or  three  'j 
times  within  these  two  or  three  years  past ; that  I 
there  are  circumstances  in  the  case  of  Jones  iu  I 
this  correspondence,  that  suit  with  the  case  of  I 
Illington,  and  circumstances  in  the  caseof  both 
that  suit  with  the  bishop.  These  arc  the  facts  G 
that  are  the  main  foundation  upon  which  tire  r 
bishop's  heavy  charge  is  built;  and  surely  it  I 
well  behoves  your  lordships  to  consider  serious-  I 
ly  how  they  aretproved,  and  in  what  manner,  I 
and  with  what  degree  of  certainty  they  affect  I 

The  three  letters  taken  simply  carry  no  trea-  |j 
son  ui  them ; they  have  not  yet  been  decy-  I 
pliered  into  treason,  and  were  it  not  for  a name  If 
in  the  direction  of  one  of  them,  which  is  said  to  t 
be  a cant  name  of  the  Pretender's,  they  proba-  I 
bly  might  have  passed  as  harmless  uudesigning  I 
letters;  will  your  lordships  therefore  suppose  L 
that  the  writer  directed  his  letter  to  the  Pre-  I 
tender  by  the  cant  name  of  Jackson,  when  yet 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  knew  the  Pre-  j 
tender  had  such  a cant  name?  Ought  we  not  ] 
rather  to  suppose  in  favour  of  innocence,  that  | 
l be  letter  was  not  intended  for  the  Pretender,  [ 
but  for  one  whose  real  name  it  bears?  These  " 
cant  names,  and  the  art  of  the  decypherers 
have  been  the  means  riiade  use  of  to  make  this  , 
correspondence  treasonable  ; but  will  it  not  be  Ji 
thought  bard  that  a man  must  be  conjured  into  j 
treason  by  a magic  art  that  none  of  us  under-  [| 
stand,  and  by  a parcel  of  names  that  the  wisest  of  I 
us  are  not  yetable  to  discover  whether  they  w ere  i> 
desiffiicd  for  cant  names  or  for  real  ones?  To  jj 
make  the  matter  clearer,  the  clerks  of  the  post-  fl 
office  are  called,  and  they  prove  that  the  several  1 1 
letters,  produced  before  your  lordships,  are  true 
copies  of  original  letters,  sent  abroad  as  direct- 
ed; which  originals,  according  to  the  best  of  ; 
their  judgment  nnd  belief,  arc  the  same  hand-  , 
writing  with  the  letter  of  the  20th  of  August  , 
nbovementioned.  This  judgment  and  belief  of 
theirs  is  founded,  without  comparing  any  two 
of  these  originals  together,  or  without  pretend- 
ing to  say  whose  hand-writing  they  arc,  or  to 
whom  they  belong.  My  Lords,  I have  already 
observed,  that  the  proving  of  a band-writing  is, 
at  best,  but  evidence  too  precarious  and  uncer- 
tain, to  make  good  a charge  of  so  weighty  a 
nature  as  this  iu  judgment  before  you ; but  I 
enunot  help  taking  notice,  that  the  proof  of 
these  letters,  so  as  to  make  them  treasonable,  is 
still  more  precarious,  more  uncertain  and  slip- 
pery, than  any  tiling  of  the  kind  I ever  met 
with.  The  usual  way  to  prove  a hand-writing, 
so  as  to  Ax  a charg^  upon  the  writer,  is,  for  the 
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witness  to  swear  that  he  hath  frequently  seen 
the  party  write,  or  that  he  hath  corresponded 
with  him,  and  received  several  letters  from  him, 
and  therefore  is  very  well  acquainted  with  his 
usual  character  and  way  of  writing : and  then 
the  writing  itself  is  produced,  the  witness  swears 
to  it,  and  the  import  of  it  is  discovered  by  every 
by-stander.  But  here  these  post-office  clerks 
are  forced  to  call  in  aid,  a messenger  and  a ser- 
vant, to  fix  the  hand  writing  of  the  letters  they 
produce  ; the  letters  themselves  are  unintelligi- 
ble, and  therefore  the  assistance  of  the  decy- 
pherers  and  some  cant  names  must  be  added, 
before  they  can  wire-draw  treason  out  of  tliem. 
My  Lords,  these  decypherers  refuse  to  give 
your  lordships  any  reason  for  the  construction 
they  have  made;  they  shelter  themselves  by 
saying,  that  to  give  you  a reason,  would  be  to 
discover  their  art;  happy  art,  indeed,  that  shall 
enable  the  artist  to  swear  a man  into  high-trea- 
son, and  yet  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the 
accused  person  to  disprove  him.  I do  not  find 
thnt  these  gentlemen  pretend  to  act.by  unerring 
rules;  they  themselves  own  they  may  be  mistaken, 
and  therefore  until  your  lordships  are  let  farther 
into  their  secret,  you  will  judicially  look  upon 
the  art  of  decyphering  to  be  no  more  than  the 
art  of  guessing,  and  esteem  him  that  guesses 
best  to  be  the  best  decypherer. 

The  messenger  and  servant  that  have  been 
called  to  finish  the  doubtful  evidence  of  this 
hand-writing,  and  to  fix  it  upon  Kelly,  are  far 
from  giving  your  lordships  such  an  account  of 
it,  as  can  induce  you  to  believe  they  are  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  it ; they  do  not  pretend 
to  say,  that  they  have  been  frequently  accus- 
tomed to  see  or  observe  him  write,  or  that  they 
ever  received  any  letters  from  him,  or  ever  were 
privy  to  any  of  his  correspondences;  these 
things,  one  would  have  thought,  might  easily 
have  been  proved  against  a man  of  Kelly's  great 
dealing  and  acquaintance,  in  as  full  and  clear 
a manner  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  would  ad- 
mit of.  Your  lordships  then  are  pleased  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  evidence  offered  to  prove  this 
band-writing,  so  as  to  make  it  criminal,  consists 
of  three  distinct  branches,  supported  by  three 
different  sets  of  witnesses  ; and  that  each  of 
these  three  several  sets  have  given  a very  lame, 
doubtful  and  obscure  evidence ; but  if  their 
evidence  had  been  ever  so  full  and  positive,  yet 
I must  beg  leave  to  insist,  that  it  is  snch  as  is 
in  its  nature  dubious  and  uncertain,  and  there- 
fore in  a case  of  this  consequence  ought  not  to 
be  relied  on.  This  will  appear  still  the  plainer 
from  the  different  opinions  observable  among 
the  different  witnesses,  insomuch  that  I may 
well  venture  to  say  your  lordships  are  as  yet  nt 
a loss  by  whom  these  letters  were  wrote ; but 
ifyou  will  have  any  regard  to  numbers,  and  to 
the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  testimony 
given  by  those  numbers,  the  evidence  is  much 
stronger,  and  more  clear  and  convincing,  that 
“'ey  were  not  wrote  by  Kelly,  than  that  they 
were ; and  if  they  were  not  wrote  by  him,  it 
become  jour  lordships  to  consider  care- 
‘•lly  what  you  TO  ^pingj 


>3. — against  the  Bishop  of  Rochester.  [343 

dntion  of  this  bill  will  be  sapped,  and  of  course 
the  whole  fabric  must  fall  to  the  ground. 

But,  my  lords,  supposing  these  letters  were 
really  the  hand-writing  of  Kelly,  that  they  were 
of  thnt  treasonable  signification  tlint  the  decy- 
pherers  contend  for,  and  that  the  names  men- 
tioned in  them  did  not  belong  to  real  persons, 
but  were  cant  names  to  denote  the  Pretender 
and  his  agents ; I sny,  my  Lords,  supposing  all 
this  true  of  Kelly,  how  will  it  affect  the  bishop? 
Might  not  Kelly  write  these  lelters,  and  carry 
on  this  correspondence  without  the  bishop's 
direction  ? Must  the  bishop  answer  for  Kelly's 
crimes,  because  Kelly  happens  to  be  a non- 
jurer?  or  because  he  wa9  employed  to  buy 
gloves  and  stockings  for  the  bishop,  must  your 
lordships  therefore  infer  that  he  was  employed 
to  write  treason  for  him  ? Suppose  Kelly  had 
actually  lived  in  the  bishop’s  family  as  his  secre- 
tary, have  wc  not  seen,  not  many  years  since, 
even  a Jesuit*  a bishop's  domestic  without  of- 
fence? Give  me  leave,  my  Lords,  to  carry  this 
point  a little  farther : Has  any  thing  been  offer- 
ed to  induce  your  lordships  to  believe  thnt 
Kelly  saw  the  bishop,  or  heard  from  him  for 
several  mouths  before  this  correspondence  be- 
gan? Has  any  one  word  been  said,  or  hint 
given,  either  from  cant  names  or  decyphered 
letters,  or  nny  otherwise  howsoever,  tending  to 
that  purpose  ? Nay,  my  Lords,  have  vou  not 
had  as  much  evidence  a9  the  nature  of  the  tiling 
is  capable  of,  that  the  bishop  could  not  dictate, 
nor  Kelly  write  those  letters,  nt  any  time  near 
the  time  of  their  date?  And  if  they  were  dictated 
by  the  bishop,  it  roust  be  about  that  time,  be- 
cause the  circuinstauces  mentioned  in  the  letter 
would  not  suit  him  nt  any  other  time.  And 
here,  my  Lords,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that 
the  managers  for  the  bill,  when  they  were  to 
apply  the  circumstances  of  Jones  and  Illington 
in  the  letters  to  the  bishop's  case,  they  built  the 
whole  of  their  arguments  upon  the  dme  of  those 
letters ; but  when  they  saw  time  the  bishop 
had  fully  proved  that  it  was  impossible  hecould 
dictate  them  at  that  time,  why  then  truly  they 
vary  their  charge,  and  say,  that  it  was  not  hit 
dictating  the  letters  at  that  time,  but  his  dic- 
tating the  letters  of  that  date  that  they  contend- 
ed for;  and  they  tax  the  bishop  with  a partial 
and  fallacious  defence,  for  applying  it  to  the 
time,  and  not  to  the  fact.  But,  I think,  with 
great  submission,  thnt  the  bishop  Iras  made 
a very  just  defence.  I think  he  could  not 
have  made  a better;  and  under  the  disad- 
vantage of  proving  a negative,  I think  it  was 
almost  impossible  he  should  have  made  one  so 
good.  For  your  lordships  well  remember,  he 
was  charged  as  the  author  of  the  letters  signed 
Jones  and  Illington,  because  he  was  under  tha 
circumstances  of  Jones  and  Iilingtoa  at  the 
lime  of  the  ddte  of  those  letters : But  the  bi- 
shop hath  fully  proved,  that  he  conld  not  be  the 
author  of  them  at  that  time ; and  if  he  were 


* The  famous  Jesuit  La  Pilionere,  who  made 
so  great  a figure,  Anno  1717,  in  wlrat  was  than 

I . nit 
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not  Bt  chat  time,  he  could  not  be  so  at  any  other  had  like  to  Imve  forgotten,  and  which,  though 
time;  for  take  away  the  date  of  those  letters,  they  seem  to  be  under  the  misfortune  of  being 
and  the  relation  between  Jones  and  Illington,  slighted  here,  do  yet,  in  the  Report  of  the  com- 
and  the  bishop,  yon  must  of  course  take  away  mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  make  a very 
likewise.  But  then  w your  lordships  ore  yet  at  considerable  figure.  Those  circumstances  of  , 
a loss  when,  or  by  whom,  these  letters  were  Neynoe  in  that  Report,  appear  to  be  not  only 
either  dictated  or  wrote,  shall  the  tallying  of  a the’ foundation  of  the  charge  against  Kelly  grid 
few  circumstances  in  them  with  the  bishop’s  the  bishop,  but  even  the  foundation  of  the  plot 
case,  supposing  them  to  be  wrote  about  the  itself;  and  the  art  and  management  with  which 
'lime  of  their  date,  make  hint  guilty  of  high-  they  ure  there  dressed  up,  do  well  deserve  your 
treason;  especially  when  his  counsel  have  lordships’ attention.  It  seems,  my  Lords,  this 
shewed  us,  from  the  leuers  themselves,  as  many  worthy  man  bad  been  examined  fuur  several 
instances  wherein  they  differed  ? Must  Mrs.  times ; his  examinations  were  takeu  in  writing, 
Jones  and  the  bishop’s  lady'  signify  the  same  and  contained  an  historical  account  of  tlie  car- 
person,  because  they  died  about  tliesarae  time  ? rying  on  of  this  conspiracy.  The  1 carped  cora- 
Or  must  Mrs.  Jones  and  Mrs.  Illington  signify  mittee,  at  thesame  time  that  they  would  repre-  I 
the  same  person,  because  by  a letter  wrote,  no  sent  him  ns  a vile  and  infutnuus  fellow,  and  1 
one  knows  by  whom,  or  when,  mention  is  made  would  be  thought  to  look  upon  his  examina- 
of  the  death  of  one  Mrs.  Jones,  and  another  tions  as  insufficient,  do  yet  open  their  scene  with  I 
letter  condoles  the  death  ofone  Mrs.  Illington  ? this  very  account,  mid  build  entirely  upon  it.  I 
Or  is  the  bishop,  guilty  of  high-trc-ason,  be-  But  would  any  one  believe  that.  Neynoe  was  I 
cause  he  is  supposed  to.be  meant  by  Jones  and  never  sworn  to,  or  so  much  as  sigued  any  one 
Iiiingtou  ; when  yet,  through  the  whole  corres-  of  these  examinations  ? Can  any  body  think  I 

Eoudence,  there  is  no  treason  committed  either  that  be  was  not  required  to  do  one  or  both?  1 
y Jones  or  Illingtou  ? But  admitting  . that  all  Does  not  every,  bofly  know,  that  they  would  ; 
the  circumstances  that  have  been  produced  otherwise  be  of  no  use?  May  we  not  therefore  I 
against  the  bishop,  hit  him  so  exactly,  that  it  is  reasonably  suppose,  that  lie  refused  to  do  ei-  I 
morally  impossible  they  could  mean  any  body  ther  the  one  or  the  other?  And  can  any  rea-  i 
else  ; yet  still,  my  Lords,  w hat  has  the  hislmp  son  be  given  for  such  refusal,  but  that  they  were  f 
to  do  with  it  ? Might  lie  not  bo  thus  described,  not  true  ? 
and  thus  spoke  of,  anti  yet  know  nothing  at  all  My  Lords, 

of  the  matter?  And  if  he  is  thus  to  suffer  for  The  committee  were  well  aware,  that  great  I 
what  another  man  may  have  said  of  him,  I am  objections  would  be  made  to  this  kind  ot  evi-  I 
sure  he  is  the  first,  and  L hope  he  will  be  the  last  deuce,  and  therefore  they  have  added  to  it  I 
that  ever  will  be  distinguished  in  so  extraor-  some  circumstantial  hearsays,  which  they  call  I 
(Unary  a manner.  The  sum  then  of  all  the  cir-  the  corroborating  and  concurrent  proofs  of  I 
cunmanres  tliai  have  been  offered  as  evidence  Neyuoe’s  testimony.  But  pray,  my  Lords,  I 
against  tha bishop,  amounts  to  this;  here  have  what  are  these  corroborating  aud  concurrent  I 
been  a parcel  of  cant  names  produced  and  proofs?  Why,  they  are  of  this  kind,  one  man  i 
made  use  of  against  him,  which,  for  ought  ap-  heard  another  man  say,  that  a third' man  was  I 
pears,  he  never  heard  of.  Here  have  been  let-  concerned  in  this  conspiracy.  Behold  then  the  ' 
ters  produced,  and  rend  against  him,  wrote  in  sum  of  the  argument,  Neynoe’s  examination  is  | 
cyphers,  and  of  a hand-writing  not  pretended  admitted  of  itself  to  signity  nothing ; the  same  I 
to  be  the  bishop’s,  and  ofwhich  your  lordships  likewise  cannot  be  denied  of  Pander’s  hearsay: 
have  as  yet  had  no  manner  of  certainty.  A But  however  both  these  nothings  make  up  ' 
construction  hath  been  put  upon  these  letters,  something  to  prove  the  plot,  because  they  are 
which,  in  several  circumstances,  hit  the  bishop,  the  corroborating  and  concurrent  proofs  of  each 
nurl,  in  several  other,  miss  him  ; but  amongst  other.  And  thus  the  learned  committee  have  I 
all  these  circumstances,  there  is  not  the  least  so  contrived  it.  that  they  have  made  these  ex- 
hint  of  any  word  said,  or  act  done  by  him,  re-  animations  of  Neyuoe  to  be  of  more  use,  and 
lating  to  this  conspiracy,  from  first  to  last ; nor  to  serve  their  purpose  better,  than  if  Neynoe 
doth  it  appear,  that  lie  was  ever  privy  to  it,  or  himself  bad  been  now  living,  and  produced  be-  ( 
so  much  as  heard  of  it,  till  it  was  known  to  all  fore  your  lordships;  and  therefore  it  looks  ns  . 
the  world.  And  yet,  my  lords,  these,  and  such  if  it  were  prophetically  knowo,  that  the  man  | 
as  these,  are  the  circupistances  whereby  the  intended  to  hurl  himself  out  of  the  world  with 
bishop  is  to  he  guessed  into  high.treason  ; but  a winding  sheet*.  But  however  that  be,  it  is  i 
I hope  you;  lordships  will  be  very  cautious  how  mattter  of  surprize,  that  these  examinations,  j 
you  make  precedents  of  such  wretched  guess-  which  the  committee  treated  so  respectfully, 
work.  The  celebrated  letter  of  Dubois,  now  should  now  by  the  counsel  be  so  slighted,  that 
before  you,  is  a notable  proof  of  the  necessity  they  have  scarce  mentioned  them,  but  ns  if  they 
of  such  caution  ; lor  we  see  the  grand  promo-  wereasliamedof  them;  and  yet  they  are  as  good 

tereof  this  bill  cannot  agree  in  their  construe-  : — , 

tion,  or  they  have  at  least  changed  their  opi-  * Neynoe  got  out  of  the  messenger's  house 
nions  about  that  famous  letter.  where  he  was  confined,  by  tying  the  sheets  of 

The  uncertainty  of  this  way  of  guessing,  puts  his  bed  together,  aud  sliding  down  from  the 
me  in  mind  of  some  remarkable  circumstances  window,  but  was  drowned  in  attempting  W 
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evidence  as  any  that  have  been  offered  in  fu-  mid  if  future  Parliaments  should  not  be  able  to 
vour  of  the  bill  now  before  your  lordships.  discover  any  difference  between  the  inconve- 

But,  my  Lords,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  oiencies  arising  from  accumulative  evidence  and 
it  hath  been  warmly  urged,  that  though  there  accumulative  treason,  may  they  not  with  great 
be  not  legal  evidence  against  the  bishop,  yet  justice  censure  us  by  condemning  the  one 
that  all  the  circumstances  that  have  been  of-  equally  with  the  other?  That  which  was  then 
fered  against  him  are  sufficient  to  convince  auy  called  accumulative  treason,  was  afterwards  ad- 
man in  his  private  judgment  that  the  bishop  is  judged  to  be  no  treason,  and  1 hope  your  lord- 
guilty.  Nay,  it  hath  been  said,  (bat  these  ships  will  yet  adjudge  this  accumulative  evi- 
circumstances  put  together,  are  stronger  and  dence  to  he  no  evidence : 1 am  sure  you  will  not 
more  convincing,  than  any  positive  evidence  punish  a man  in  the  severest  manner,  uutil  you 
whatsoever;  and  therefore  that  uo  one  can  have  had  some  reason  given'  you,  why  you 
doubt  of  tbe  bishop's  guilt,  though  some,  out  of  should  punish  him  at  all.  You  will  not  iirst 
compassion  or  good  nature,  might  he  induced  believe  a man  a criminal  without  proof,  and 
to  vote  in  his  favour.  How  strong  ami  con-  then  admit  u criminal  construction  to  be 
vincing,  or  mther  bow  impertinent  nnd  trifling  forced  upon  every  innocent  action,  only  to 
these  circumstances  are,  I have  already  observ-  support  such  belief.  You  will  not  adjudge  a 
ed  to  your  lordships;  and  I must  say,  it  was  not  man  guilty  of  the  highest  crime  against  the  law, 
without  a good  deal  of  concern,  that  I heard  wheu  his  prosecutors  themselves  own,  they 
that  urged  as  the  result  ofjndgmeut,  which  could  cannot  make  good  any  one  branch  of  their 
hare  no  other  foundation  thou  in  opinion  only,  charge  according  to  law. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  is  not  the  first  instance  The  bishop’s  case  must  be  owned  to  be  very 
wherein  I have  observed  judgment  and  opinion  hard,  and  the  evidence  against  him  very  weak, 
to  he  confounded  and  mistaken  the  one  for  the  when  his  own  letter  to  liis  son,  mid  the  letter  to 
other,  and  that  too  in  a very  gross  and  danger-  Dubois,  uro  put  to  tbe  torture  to  help  out 
ous  manner.  My  Lords,  men’s  opinions,  ge-  the  charge  against  him.  As  far  the  letter  to 
nerally  speaking,  are  nothing  else  but  their  Dubois,  it  is  amazing  to  consider  that  such 
I fancies  or  imaginations,  and  are  usually  ground-  pains  should  be  taken  from  a similitude  of  a 
I ed  upon  personal  pique,  or  party  prejudice,  broken  impression  on  wax  wirb  n whole  one, 
These  are  weak  and  slender  foundations,  and  and  a similitude  of  two  little  E.’s*,  to  fix  it 
have  nothing  to  do,  and  1 hope  in  England  upou  the  bishop  ; which,  when  fixed,  can  serve 
never  will  have  any  ihing  to  do,  where  a man's  no  purpose  at  all  against  him;  for'  that  letter 
life,  his  liberty,  or  his  property  is  concerned,  hath  neither  date,  subscription,  cypher,  nor 
| But,  my  Lords,  a man  forms  his  judgment  ac-  cant  name  in  it;  and  for  ought  appears  may 
cording  to  the  evidence  that  is  offered  him,  that  have  been  wrote  before  tbe  man  was  born 
alone  is  his  rule;  and  as  the  perspicuity  or  whom  they  would  mean  by  Johnson,  tbureiu 
uncertainty  of  that  appears,  justice  requires  a named.  Nothing  t reasonable  is  pretended  to 
determination  accordingly.  The  cotnplimeut  be  guessed  out  of  it,  nor,  for  aught  appears, 
therefore  upon  the  noble  lords  that  lrnve  ap-  was  it  ever  seen  by  any  one  besides  the  writer; 
peered  against  this  bill  (if  it  was  intended  as  a and  yet  because  i’l  is  there  said  that  the  wiiter 
compliment)  carries  a very  severe  sting  in  the  wrote  something  (no  one  knows  what,  or  when, 
tail  of  it,  as  it  supposes  those  noble  birds  to  be  or  to  whom)  in  the  band  of  one  Mr.  Johnson, 
possibly  capable  of  giving  an  unjust  judgment,  your  lordships  are  persuaded  to  infer,  in 
Aly  Lords,  tbe  earl  of  Strafford  lost  Ins  bead  for  opposition  to  the  positive  evidence  of  all  the 
accumujative  treason.  A great  many  facts  bishop's  family,  that  Kelly  was  an  intimute  of 
were  laid  to  liis  charge,  and  though  it  was  the  bishop's,  and  employed  to  write  his  crea- 
agreed  on  all  hands,  ilmt  not  one  of  them  sons.  The  use  that  is  made  of  the  bishop’s 
singly  amounted  to  treason,  yetit  wns  insisted  on  letter  taken  from  liis  servant,  is  still  more 
that  all  of  them  put  together  shewed  an  inten-  extraordinary.  I have  indeed  too  often  ob- 
tion  in  him  to  subvert  the  government,  and  served  doubtful  actions,  by  the  help  of  bold 
therefore  that  be  was  a traitor.  Tiie  torrent  of  innuendoes,  construed  criminally ; but  to  gire 
those  times  taught  men  to  argue,  that  though  that  in  evidence  which  was  neither  saiil  nor 
the  charge  against  the  earl  did  not  contain  legnl  done,  to  innuendo  sileuce  itself  iuto  high-trea- 
treason,  yet  it  was  morally  impossible  that  ho  son,  is  entirely  new,  and  the  learned  counsel 
could  commit  the  crimes  contained  in  tbnt  deserve  the  glory  of  the  discovery.  But  the 
charge,  and  not  intend  the  destruction  of  the  bishop’s  case  will  still  nppeur  the  harder,  when 
state;  that  the  facts  by  him  done,  shewed  him  it  is  considered,  that  such  stress  hath  been  laid 
more  a traitor  than  any  positive  act  of  treason  upon  such  remote  aud  distant  circumstances  in 
could  do  ; and  that  if  men  were  satisfied  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  and  at  the  same  lime  your 
•heir  private  opinions  that  the  earl  was,  in  the  lordships  were  not  pleased  to  receive  on  the 
•haut,  guilty  of  treason,  lie  ought  to  suffer  ac-  bishop’s  behalf  legal  evidence,  real  evidence, 
cardingly.  My  Lords,  this  was  the  reasoning  and  such  as  iu  natural  justice  and  equity  ought 
°f  those  days ; . a.  reasoning  which  I hope  to  have  been  admitted. 

Jour  lordships  will  ueithcr  imitate  nor  encou-  The  bill  that  hath  lately -passed  both  Houses 
•’ge,  because  it  was  the  foundation  of  those  against  Kelly,  doth  not  hinder  him  from  being 

proceedings  against  that  great  earl,  which  were  
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still  a witness,  for  it  hath  not  yet  had  the 
royal  assent,  and  perhaps  never  may;  but  if  it 
had,  there  is,  as  I apprehend,  nothing  in  that 
bill,  that  will  take  away  his  testimony  in  any 
court  in  the  kingdom.  But  be  that  as  it  will,  I 
must  beg  leave  to  insist  that  be  is  nt  present  n 
good  witness,  and  as  every  body  is  satisfied 
that  it  was  in  his  power  to  clear  up  this  whole 
affair,  who  knows  what  the  awe  of  an  oath 
might  have  extorted  from  him  ? He  appears  to 
be  a man  under  the  influence  of  conscience, 
for  bis  refusing  the  oaths  to  the  government, 
and  thereby  suffering  his  subsistence  to  be  ' 
taken  from  him,  is  a manifest  proof  of  it.  If  i 
therefore  your  lordships  hod  permitted  Kelly  to  i 
be  produced  when  the  bishop  called  for  him,  j 
something  probably  might  have  been  discovered  | 
to  have  ascertained  either  the  bishop’s  guilt  or  | 
his  innocence.  But  as  his  case  now  stands,  ; 
the  evidence  of  his  guilt  appears  very  dark, 
and  for  ought  I can  observe,  is  like  to  con- 

My  Lords;  I have  now  done:  and  if  upon 
this  occasion,  I have  tired  your  patience,  or 
discovered  a warmth  unbecoming  me,  your 
lordships  will  impute  it  to  the  concern  I am  , 
under,  lest,  if  this  Bill  should  pass,  it  should  ( 
become  a dangerous  precedent  for  after  ages. 
My  zeal,  as  an  Englishman,  for  the  good  of  my 
country,  obliges  mo  to  set  my  face  against  op-  ! 
pressiou  in  every  shape ; and  wherever  I think  ! 
I meet  with  it  (it  matters  not  whether  one  man  1 
or  live  hundred  be  the  oppressors)  I shall  be 
sure  to  oppose  it  with  all  my  might : For  vain  j 
will  be  the  boast  of  the  excellency  of  our  con- 
stitution ; in  vain  shall  we  talk  of  our  liberty 
and  property  secured  to  us  by  laws,  if  a pre- 
cedent shall  be  established  to  strip  us  of  both,  i 
where  both  law  and  evidence  are  confessedly  , 
wanting. 

Mv  lords ; Uptto  the  whole  matter,  I take 
this  Bill  to  be  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the 
Parliament  in  general,  to  the  dignity  of  this 
House  in  particular : I take  the  Pains  and  1 
Penalties  in  it  to  be  much  greater,  or  much 
less  than  the  bishop  deserves;  I take  every 
individual  branch  of  the  charge  against  him  to 
be  unsupported  by  any  evidence  whatsoever.  I 
think  there  are  no  grounds  for  any  private  opi- 
nion of  the  bishop's  guilt,  but  what  arises  from 
rivate  prejudiceonly ; I think  private  prejudice 
as  nothing  to  do  with  judicial  proceedings,  I 
tun  therefore  for  throwing  out  this  Bill. 

The  Bill  for  inflicting  Pains  and  Penalties 
uu  the  Bishop  of  Rochester  passed.]  The  earls 
of  Peterborough  and  Cholmondeley  spoke  for 
the  Bill;  and  then  the  question  being  p.ut,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  Bill  do  pass.*  Content, 
83.  Not  Content,  43. 


* “ The  commitment  of  the  bishop  of  Ro- 
chester to  the  Tower,  had  occasioned  great 
clamours.  Under  pretence  of  his  being  af- 
flicted with  the  gout,  he  was  publicly  prayed 
for  in  most  of  the  churches  of  London  and 


Protest  against  if.] 

“ Dissentient' 

1.  “ Because  the  objection  which  we  thought 
lay  against  the  bills  of  Plunket  and  Kelly,  that 
the  Commons  are  thereby,  in  effect,  let  into  an 
equal  share  of  judicature  with  the  Lords,  does 
bold  stronger,  as  we  apprehend,  against  the 
present  bill,  since  by  means  of  it  a lord  of  par- 


in  which  he  was  represented  looking  through 
the  grate  of  a prison,  and  holding  in  his  hand  a 
portrait  of  archbishop  Laud,  with  some  verses, 
commiserating  his  situation,  and  calling  him 

“ Whose  Christian  courage  nothing  fears  but  God.”  'I 

“ ft  was  also  apprehended,  that  his  removal 
on  buard  the  ship  which  was  to  convey  him 
into  banishment,  would  have  been  the  signal  of  . 
insurrection,  but  no  tumults  took  place.  Wal- 
pole, in  a letter  to  Townshend,  dated  White- 
hall, June  20,  1723,  thus  speaks  of  his  embarka- 

‘ The  late  bishop  of  Rochester  went  away 
‘ on  Tuesday.  The  crowd  that  attended  him 
‘ before  his  embarkation  was  not  riiOre  than 
‘ was  expected ; but  great  numbers  of  boats 
‘ attended  him  to  theship’sside.  Nothingvery  i' 

‘ extraordinary,  but  the  duke  of  Wharton’s  be- 
‘ haviour,  who  went  on  board  the  vessel  with  u| 
‘ him  ; and  a free  conversation  betwixt  his  ho-  W 
‘ linessandWilliamson[GovernoroftheTower]:  I 

‘ with  menaces  of  a day  of  vengeance.’ 

“Many  reports  have  been  circulated  con-  'll 
cerning  the  severity  with  which  Atterbury  was 
treated  in  the  Tower ; but  upon  a candid  exa- 
mination of  the  facts  alledged  by  the  bishop 
and  his  friends,  we  have  no  reason  to  imagine 
that  he  underwent  more  rigour  than  a state 
prisoner  accused  of  a treasonable  conspiracy,  j 
usually  meets  with.  The  following  instance  of 
lenity  is  not  generally  known.  He  was  ar- 
rested in  August,  1722  : The  articles  of  im- 
peachment were  brought  into  the  House  the 
23d  of  March,  1723,  passed  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  9th  of  April ; he  spoke  in  his  own  ' 
defence  on  the  6th  of  May,  and  on  the  27  tb,- 
the  King  gave  his  royal  assent  to  the  bill  of 
pains  and  penalties.  During  the  interval  be- 
tween his  impeachment  and  condemnation,  se- 
veral chapters  were  permitted  to  be  held  under 
his  auspices,  as  dean  of  W est minster,  and  the 
subdean  was  allowed  to  ace  as  his  proxy. 
During  the  month  of  May,  not  less  than  eight 
chapters  were  held  for  signing  lenses,  and  on 
the  Slst,  it  was  agreed,  ‘ That  the  lease  of  the 
‘ manor  of  Pensham  be  now  sealed  and  lie  in 
‘ the  chapter  clerk’s  hands  as  an  escrole,  till . 

‘ the  bills  he  has  sent  up  for  the  fines  are  due 
‘ and  paid,  this  being  the  last  chapter  likely  to 

* be  held  till  another  dean  be  made,  and  that 

* the  present  dean  have  his  proportion  of  the 

* fine.’  This  unusual  mode  of  proceeding,  by 
which  a very  considerable  fine  was,  before 
payment,  reserved  for  Atterbury,  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  connivance,  if  not  to  the  interfer- 

. entfg  of  gov<frpmenf;i  for  iit  i5  ,3.. well  know* 
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liamenl  is,  in  part,  tried  and  adjudged  to 
punishment  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  re- 
duced to  a necessity  either  of  letting  his  accu- 
sation pass  undefended  in  that  House,  or  of 
appearing  there,  and,  ns  we  take  it,  derogating 
from  his  own  honour,  and  chat  of  the  Lords  in 
general,  by  answering  and  making  his  defence 
in  the  Lower  House  of  Parliament. 

3.  “ Because  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
Commons  would  be  very  far  from  yielding  to 
the  Lords  any  part  of  those  powers  and  privi- 
leges, which  are  properly  theirs  by  the  consti- 
tution, in  any  form  or  under  any  pretext  what- 
soever; and  it  seems  to  us  full  as  reasonable, 
that  the  Lords  should  be  as  tenacious  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  which  remain  to  them,  as 
the  Commons  are  on  their  part. 

3.  “We  think  this  Bill,  against  a lord  of  par- 
liament, taking  its  rise  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, ought  the  rather  not  to  have  received  any 
countenance  in  this  House,  for  that,  os  it  appear- 
ed to  us  by  the  printed  votes  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  House  had  voted  the  Bishop 
guilty  of  all  the  matters  allcdged  against  him  in 
the  Bill,  before  the  Bill  was  brought  into  that 
House,  and  consequently  before  the  Bishop  had 
any  opportunity  of  being  heard  ; and,  although 
there  be  nothing  absurd  in  passing  such  a vote, 
in  order  to  their  accusing  by  an  impeachment, 
yet  it  seems  to  us  absolutely  contrary  to  jus- 
tice, which  ought  to  be  unprejudiced,  to  vote 
any  one  guilty  agaiast  whom  they  design  to 
proceed  in  their  legislative  capacity,  or  in  the 
nature  of  judges,  before  the  party  has  an  op- 
portunity to  be  heard  on  the  Bill  which  is  to 
ascertain  the  accusation,  or  it  is  so  much  as 
brought  in. 

4.  “ We  are  of  opinion  that  no  law  ought 
to  be  passed  on  purpose  to  enact,  that  any  one 


be  guilty  in  law,  and  punished  as  such,  bnt 
where  such  an  extraordinary  proceeding  i> 
evidently  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
state ; whereas  the  crime  offered  to  be  proved 
against  the  bishop  of  Rochester  is,  as  we  ap- 
prehend, his  partaking  in  a traitorous  conspi- 
racy against  the  government;  which  conspi- 
racy (by  God’s  blessing)  is  detected,  and,  as 
we  hope,  disappointed,  without  the  aid  of  such 
a dangerous  proceeding  as  we  conceive  this  to 

S.  “ Because  there  are  yet  certain  known 
and  established  rules  of  evidence,  which  are 

Ct  of  the  law  of  the  land,  either  introduced 
acts  of  parliament  or  framed  by  reason 
and  the  experience  of  ages,  adjusted  as  well  for 
the  defence  of  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the 
subject,  as  for  the  punishment  of  the  guilty; 
ana  therefore  these  rules  are,  or  ought  to  be, 
constantly  adhered  to,  in  all  courts  of  justice ; 
and,  as  we  conceive,  should  be  also  observed, 
till  altered  by  law  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, whenever  they  try,  judge  or  punish  the 
subject,  though  in  their  legislative  capacity : but 
since,  in  many  instances,  in  this  and  the  two 
other  proceedings  by  bill,  we  have  been  taught 
the  opinion  of  the  Mouse,  that  these  rules  of 
evidence  need  not  be  observed  by  the  House* 
acting  in  their  legislative  capacity,  wc  clearly 
take  it  to  be  a very  strong  objection  to  this 
manner  of  proceeding,  that  rules  of  law  mad* 
for  the  security  of  the  subject  are  of  no 
use  to  him  in  it;  and  that  the  conclusion  fron 
hence  is  very  strong,  that  therefore  it  ougit 
not  to  be  taken  up,  but  where  clearly  neces- 
sary, as  before  affirmed ; and  we  desire  to  ex- 
plain ourselves  so  farupon  the  coses  of  necessity 
excepted,  as  to  say  we  do  not  intend  to  incluie 


fact,  that  the  bishop  of  Rochester  had  offended 
the  chapter  by  his  overbearing  behaviour. 

“ Atterbury  received  the  tribute  of  applause 
from  the  first  poets  of  his  time  : Swift,  Pope, 
and  Gay  have  not  omitted  to  pay  high  enco- 
miums to  his  talents  and  learning.  Gay  ob- 
serves, in  his  Epistle  to  Pope, 

" See  Rochester  approving  nods  his  head, 

“ And  ranks  one  modem  with  the  mighty  dead.’’ 

“ Pope,  in  his  Epilogue  to  the  Satires,  de- 
scribes his  unshaken  firmness  and  resignation 
m the  hour  of  prosecution : 

" How  pleasing  Atteibury's  softer  hour ; 

“ How  shines  his  soul  uncouquer’d  in  the  Tower.” 

“ Pope  and  Swift  maintained  a constant  cor- 
respondence with  him  during  his  exile,  nnd  ul- 
*ays  expressed  the  highest  sentiments  of  vene- 
ration and  respect  for  his  character.  Pope,  in 
particular,  almost  idolised  his  banished  friend, 
and  was  fully  convinced  of  his  honour  and  in- 
jegrity,  nnd  that  he  was  of  a mind  too  noble  to 
ha  led  by  the  spirit  of  vengeance  to  eabal 
against  his  country. 

“ How  ignorant  Pope  was  of  his  real  cha- 
ra«t*r,  and  boWiW9ClkA$«;|w^ 


mirable  portrait  of  a good  and  stise  man  in 
exile,  neither  acting  from  a principle  of  resent- 
ment, or  impelled  by  revenge,  was  proved  by 
his  subsequent  conduct.  He  had  no  sooner 
landed  on  the  Continent,  than  he  threw  himself 
into  the  service  of  the  Pretender,  and  became 
the  principal  agent  of  his  affairs,  first  at  Brus- 
sels, and  afterwards  in  France. 

“ Notwithstanding  his  boasted  philosophy, 
Atterbury  passed  his  time  in  exile,  in  a manner 
which  reflects  no  credit  on  the  firmness  of  his 
mind,  or  the  purity  of  bis  principles.  The 
restlessness  of  his  temper,  his  aspiring  ambi- 
tion, his  constant  cabals,  his  anxious  desire  to 
return,  the  narrownessof  bis  income, compared 
with  his  former  opulence,  end  the  continual 
defection  of  bis  partizans  in  England,  preyed 
npon  a mind  like  his,  fed  with  hopes  which 
were  constantly  disappointed,  and  9tung  with 
resentment  which  could  not  be  gratified.  His 
situation  was  embittered  by  the  ill  conduct  of 
his  son,  and  by  the  death  of  his  beloved  daugh- 
ter Mrs.  Morice,  who  expired  in  his  arms,  and 
of  which  sad  event  he  has  giyen  a pathetic  ac- 
count in  a letter  to  Pope.  lie  died  at  Paris, 
on  the  15th  of  Feb.  1731,  in  the  70th  year  ef 
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a necessity  arising  purely  from  ao  impossibility 
of  convicting  any  other  way. 

6.  “ If  it  be  admitted,  that  traitorous  cor- 
respondences in  cyphers,  and  cant-words  mny, 
to  a degree,  be  discouraged  by  this  sort  of  pro- 
ceeding, in  which  -persons,  as  we  think,  are 
convicted  on  a more  uncertain  evidence  than 
the  known  rales  of  law  admit  of,  yet,  wo  are  of 
opinion,  that  convenience  will  be  much  more 
than  out-weighed  by  tho  jealousy  it  must  of 
necessity,  as  we  conceive,  create  in  the  minds 
of  many  of  his  Majesty's  most  faithful  subjects, 
that  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties  are  not 
so  safe,  after  such  repeated  examples,  as  they 
were  before ; and  by  the  natural  consequence 
of  this  apprehension,  an  abatement  of  their 
zeai  for  the  government  may  ensue,  excepting 
such  persons  as  have  had  more  than  ordinary 
opportunities  of  being  Well  instructed  in  prin- 
ciples of  the  utmost  duty  and  loyalty. 

7.  “ We  cannot  be  for  the  passing  this  Bill, 
because  the  evidence  produced  to  make  good 
the  recital  of  it,  or  that  the  lord  bishop  of 
Rochester  is  guilty  of  the  matter  he  therein 
stands  accused  of,  is,  in  our  opinion,  greatly 
defective  and  insufficient,  both  in  law  anrl 
reason,  to  prove  that  charge;  the  evidence 
consisting  altogether,  to  the  best  of  oar  ob- 
servation, in  conjectures  arising  from  circum- 
stances in  the  intercepted  letters,  or  on  a com- 
parison of  hand-writings,  resting  on  memory 
only,  and  there  being,  as  we  think,  no  proof  of 
tie  Bishop’s  knowing  of,  or  being  privy  to  any 
of  the  said  correspondence;  and  as  to  the 
principal  part  of  the  charge  agninst  the  Bishop, 
and  on  which,  as  we  think,  all  the  rest  docs 
dqiend,  viz.  the  dictating  the  letters  of  the 
2tth  of  April  1722,  which  the  House  of  Lords 
seem  to  have  determined  that  Kelly  wrote,  we 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  Bishop  has  in  his  de- 
fence very  clearly  and  fully  proved,  that  he  did- 
not,  nor  possibly  could,  dictate  those  Letters, 
or  the  substance  of  any  part  of  them,  to  Kelly, 
either  on  the  day  of  their  date,  or  at  any  time 
during  several  days  next  before  or  next  after 
the  dry  of  their  date,  nor  was  in  any  capacity 
to  write  them  himself,  though  the  Letters  must 
have  been  wrote  within  that  compass  of’  time ; 
and  we  are  on  the  whole,  of  opinion,  that  the 

Cif  and  probability  of  the  lord  bishop  of 
hestei’s  innocence,  in  the  matters  he  stood 
charged  with,  were  much  stronger  than  those  of 
his  guilt. (Signed,)  Scarsdale,  Bruce,  Salis- 

bury, Poulett,  Dartmouth,  Craven, 
Aylesford,  Ashburnlmm,  Bathurst,  Wes- 
ton, Arundel),  Exeter,  Oxford  and  Mor- 
timer, Willoughby  de  Broke,  Pomfret, 
Hereford,  Bingley,  Osborne,  Gower, 
Guilford,  Cowper,  Strafford,  Denbigh, 
Northampton,  Montjoy,  Berkeley  de 
Stratton,  Cardigan,  Fran.  Ceslnens’, 
Anglewa,  Litchfield,  Foley,  Hay,  Tre- 
vor, Uxbridge,  Compton,  Masham, 
Middleton,  Brooke,  Stawell." 

“ I dissent  for  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Rea- 
sons of  the  aforegoing  Protestation,, and  for  the 
fbllowinglBtostffistiisr  «ij/iriSd  fiy'thp.l  iniyerniydr 
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1.  " Because  this  extraordinary  method  of 
proceeding,  by  Bills  of  this  nature,  against 
persons  who  do  not  withdraw  from  justice,  but 
are  willing  to  undergo  a legal  trial,  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  to  be  supported  by  clear  oud 
convincing  evidence ; and,  I apprehend  there 
has  been  nothing  offered  to  support  the 
allegations  set  forth  in  the  preamble  of  the 
Bill,  * To  inflict  pains  and  penalties  on  Francis 

‘ lord  bishop  of  Rochester,’  but  what  depends  - 
on  decyphered  letters,  forced  constructions  and 
improbable  inuendos. 

2.  “ I conceive,  that  the  examination  of 
Philip  Ncynoe,  taken  before  the  fords  of  the  L 
Council,  not  sworn  to,  nor  signed,  which  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  the  foundation  on  which  r 
the  charge  against  the  bishop  of  Rochester  is 
built,  lias  been,  in  my  apprehension,  sufficiently  - 
proved,  by  the  positive  oaths  of  three  persons, 
two  of  which  have  been,  for  several  months,  f 
in  separate  custodies,  confirmed  by  other  cir- 
cumstances, to  have  been  a false  and  malicious 
contrivance  of  the  said  Neynoe,  to  save  him-  a: 
self  from  the  hands  of  justice,  and  to  work  j* 
the  destruction  of  the  bishop  of  Roches-  D 
ter. 

3.  “ I do  not  nppreliend,  that  the  letters  of 
the  20th  of  April,  which  are  suggested  to  be 
wrote  by  George  Kelly  alias  Johnson,  and  die-  L 
tated  by  the  bishop,  have  been  sufficiently  I 

E roved  to  be  the  hand  writing  of  the  said  Kelly ; j 
ut,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears,  to  the  best  of  j 
my  judgment,  that  the  letter  of  (he  20th  of  l 
August  (stopt  at  the  Post-office,  and  from  which 
the  clerks  of  the  post-office,  on  their  memory 
only,  swear  they  believe  the  said  letters  of  the 
20tli  of  April  to  be  the  same  hand-writing,  ^ 
though  they  never  compared  two  original  let- 
ters together  daring  all  that  time)  has  been 
proved  by  three  credible  witnesses,  concurring 
in  every  circumstance  of  their  testimony,  and 
well  acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  of  tlie 
said  Kelly,  not  to  be  his  hand-writing ; and,  I 
conceive,  that  the  difference  they  observed  in 
the  hand  of  the  said  Kelly,  upon  which  they 
ground  their  opinions,  is  sufficiently  supported, 
by  comparing  the  said  letter  of  the  20th  of  , 
August,  with  the  letters  wrote  by  the  said- 
Kelly,  to  the  lord  Townshend  and  Mr.  Dela- 
fave  during  the  time  of  his  confinement. 

4.  “ I do  not  apprehend,  chat  any  proof 
has  been  offered  to  support  what  has  been  so 
much  insisted  on,  and  justly  esteemed  essential 
to  the  charge,  that  the  bishop  of  Rochester 
dictated  the  letters  of  the  20th  of  April ; but  . 
it  has  appeared,  I conceive,  that  there  has 
been  no  intimacy  between  the  bishop  and  the 
said  Kelly ; and  the  testimony  of  the  bishop’s  I 
servants,  concurring  with  the  evidence  given  1 
on  that  head  by  tlie  persons  that  Kelly  lived  in  1 
the  strictest  correspondence  with,  ieaves,  to 
the  best  of  my  judgment,  no  room  to  doubt, 
but  tliut  the  acquaintance  between  them  was 
slender  and  public;  and  to  suggest  from  thence, 
that  the  bishop  dictated  the  letters  of  the  20th 
of  April,  when  it  appeared  that,  for  many 
.^BjEibtd^J  ireicpiililhctiSMJoribljy  see  the  lain 


[354 


S531  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 George  I.  1723. — Tax  upon  Papists. 


Kelly,  'S,  >n  my  opinion,  repugnant  lo  reason, 
and  contrary  to  justice.  Wharton.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill for  laying 
a Tax  upon  Papists.]  April  26.  Mr.  Lowndes 
presented  to  tire  House  a bill,  ‘ For  laying  n 
-'Tax  upon  Papists;'  * which  was  read  the 
first  time. 


* “ Upon  the  late  Plot,  Walpole  grounded, 
what  was  more  politic  as  I thought,  than  just, 
the  submitting  the  estates  of  the  Papists  in 
England  to  a Tax  of  100,0001.  under  the  name 
of  a Composition  for  their  Recusancy,  although 
it  did  not  appear  that  any,  or  at  least,  but  very 
few  of  them  were  engaged  in  this  design.  But 
| he  did  it  to  terrify  them  from  giving  any  coun- 
tenance to  such  undertakings,  and  to  make 
them  to  stop,  which  they  were  most  likely  to 
be  able  to  do,  all  such  from  proceeding,  by 
| shewing  them,  that  let  what  would  happen, 

I they  as  a body  of  men  should  pay  for  it ; and 

I although  the  levy  fellvery  short  of  the  sum  im- 

posed, yet  it  has,  with  the  since  mildness  of  the 
government  towards  them,  very  probably  been 
the  means  of  keeping  these  people  quiet  from 
this  time.  He  answered  the  objection  of  in- 
justice ir.  it,  not  by  contending  that  they  were 
in  this  particular  conspiracy,  but  this  100,0001. 
was  but  a part  of  what  they  had  already  for- 
feited, which  was  a third  part  of  their  estates, 

I from  the  time  of  their  recusancy,  and  therefore 
due  to  the  government,  tliough  not  taken;  and 
as  i he  government  now  took  hut  this  small 
proportion,  it  would  rather  be  a favour  to  them 
to  jet  this  compound  for  the  whole  ; and  a pro- 
i vision  was  inserted  in  the  act  for  that  purpose. 

I But  all  this  appeared  farce  to  me  and  some 
others,  and  which  I shall  shew  you  in  what  I 
shall  say  elsewhere  upon  this  subject. 

“ Another  thing  which  arose  from  this  last, 

| did  not  do  the  government  so  much  service  as 
I this : It  happened  by  accident ; but  he  took  it 
up  and  pursued  it  with  his  usual  party  spirit, 

I and  it  was  this ; somebody  in  the  debate  of  the 
I other  mutter,  said  it  ought  to  go  to  Protestant 
Non-jurors  as  well  as  to  Papisis,  and  the  rather 
because  they  were  both  already  liable  to  a 
double  of  the  common  land  tax.  This  appeared 
so  plausible,  that  it  was  generally  given  into  ; 
but  then  to  do  it  with  any  justice,  every  body 
was  to  have  an  opportunity  of  swearing  to  the 
government  ; and,  to  do  it  with  effect,  every 
body  was  to  be  obliged  to  swear ; that  thus  the 
I real  Non-jurors  might  be  known,  and  register 
' bheir  estates,  fur  this  or  any  future  imposition 
of  the  like  sort,  or  to  keep  them  in  dread  of  it. 

“ I have  mentioned  this  last  to  you,  not  so 
I much  for  the  sake  of  the  thing  itself,  as  for  the 
|i  extraordinary  effect  and  operation  it  produced. 
People  in  general  were  so  terrified  with  the  ap- 
prehensions of  not  only  forfeiting  their  estates 
| m possession  if  they  did  not  take  the  oaths, 
but  also  what  they  had  in  reversions,  limita- 
tions ever  so  remote,  or  the  least  relation  to  or 
expectation  of  any,  nay  with  regard  to  their 
money  or 


May  3.  The  above  Bill  was  read  a second 
time,  and  committed  to  n Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

May  6.  The  Commons  being  in  a Grand 
Committee  on  the  said  Bill, 

Mr.  Lutuyche  spoke  against  the  Bill  as  fol- 
lows : 


nation  almost,  men,  women,  and  children,  ca- 
pable of  taking  an  oath,  flocked  to  the  places 
where  the  quarter  sessions  were  bolder),  that 
they  might  by  swearing  to  the  government  free 
themselves  and  their  families  from  the  danger, 
as  they  thought,  of  losing  their  fortuues  to  it. 
I saw  n great  deal  of  it,  and  it  was  a strange 
ns  well  ns  ridiculous  sight  to  see  people  crowd- 
ing to  give  a testimony  of  their  allegiance  lo  a 
government,  and  cursing  it  at  the  same  time 
for  giving  them  the  trouble  of  so  doing,  and  for 
the  fright  they  were  put  into  by  it ; and  I am 
satisfied  more  real  disaffection  to  the  King  and 
his  family  arose  from  it,  than  from  any  thing 
which  happened  in  that  lime.  It  made  the 
government  to  appear  tyrannical  and  suspici- 
ous, than  which  nothing  can  be  more  hurtful 
to  a prince,  or  lessen  his  safety. 

“ Upon  this  occasion,  which  indeed  was  one 
of  my  reasons  for  relating  this  fact  lo  you,  I 
cannot  help  observing  of  what  little  use  to  a 
government  the  imposition  of  oaths  to  it  has 
ever  been.  It  is  very  true  that  nothing  in  the 
constitution  is  more  ancient.  It  was  the  prac- 
tice among  our  Saxon  ancestors,  continued 
after  the  accession  of  the  Norman  race,  and 
enforced  often  by  particular  oaths  under  several 
of  the  following  kings,  but  never  prevented  any 
revolution  that  either  reasons  of  government  or 
ambition  could  bring  about.  To  come  nearbrto 
our  own  times,  oaths  were  made  to  Charies  the 
first,  but  did  not  save  him.  Oaths  were  taken 
to  the  parliament  and  common-wealth,  but  the 
same  people  forgot  them  or  broke*  them  under 
Cromwell,  anti  all  at  the  restoration  swore  al- 
legiance to  Charles  the  second.  They  swore 
the  same  to  king  Janies,  and  the  success  of  the 
Revolution  tuude  the  same  persons  almost  take 
the  same  oaths  to  king  William  and  queen 
Mary,  and  to  queen  Anne  : many  in  the  rebel- 
lion of  1715,  had  sworn  to  king  George  the  first, 
and  more  who  wished  it  success.  After  nil 
this,  who  can  think  these  bindings  of  any  secu- 
rity ? It  may  torture  the  minds  of  people,  but 
uever  influences  their  actings. 

“ A government  is  never  secure  of  the  hearts 
of  the  people  but  from  the  justice  of  it,  and  the 
justice  of  it  is  generally  a real  security.  A 
good  government,  therefore,  does  not  want 
these  oaths  to  defend  it,  and  a bad  one,  the  ca- 
suists say,  frees  subjects  from  the  obligation  of 
them,  and  is  a doctrine  the  people  in  all  times 
have  given  into.  Some  particular  men  mny 
possibly  be  influenced  by  them,  but  I speak  of 
the  generality  of  the  people;  and,  with  regard 
to  them,  it  hns  ever  been  found  at  least  useless. 
But  this  practice  is,  in  many  respects,  generally 
ffidlg8?dlts.  • : KiltM-  to  trust  too 

2 A 


355]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Georgb  I.  1723.— Debate  on  the  Bill  for  laying  [356 


Mr.  Speaker ; 

The  gentlemen,  who  have  spoke  in  favour  of 
this  Bill,  linvr  urged,  That  since  the  Imppy 
Revolution  the  Unman  Catholics  hare  been 
riiore  nr  less  concerned  in  evbry  conspiracy 
-against  th.  government  ; so  that  if  they  did  not 
shew  themselves  in  the  late  conspiracy,  it  was 
out  of  prtfdence,  and  uol  for  want  of  zeal  for 
the  Pretender's  cause.  They  will  not  allow, 
that  it  is  liable  to  the  objection  of  not  being 
supported  .'  ith  particular  tacts,  but  say,  wiili 
great  prohul.ility.  That  the  Roman  Catholics 
have  made  large  c attributions  here  at  home, 
to  send  to  the  Prertiluler  and  his  adherents 
abroad  : And  if  they  are  in  a capacity  of  sup- 
plying i he  necessities  of  their  friends  abroad,  it 
is  hut  very  reasonable  for  them  to  contribute 
to  the  defraying  au  expence  they  liuve,  in  a 
great  measure,  occasioned  ut  home. 

Upon  this  general  way  of  reasoning,  this  Bill 
for  raising  n hundred  thousand  pounds  upon  the 
Roman  Catholics  lias  been  formed  ; and  a ge-  | 
neral  charge  of  this  kind  may  be  a sufficient  , 
ground-work  for  a preamble  to  the  Bill;  but 
the  enacting  purt  ought  to  be  supported  with 
particular  facts  plainly  proved,  otherwise  we 
may  involve  innocent  persons  in  ..a  punishment 
only  due  to  the  guilty.  And  though  the  legis- 
lature hath  sometimes  gone  upon  the  uotoriety 
«f  the  fact,- it  is  to  he  hoped,  that  this  method 
niny  be  but  seldom  taken  where  the  life  or  for- 
tune of  any  subject  is  in  question  ; nothing 
being  more  uncertain  than  hearsay,  conjecture 


much  to  it  in  evil  government,  and  are  too 
ynuch  encouraged  to  that  by  it.  Charles  the 
first  was  deceived  by  it,  and  it  deluded  his  son 
James  into  the  extravagant  attempt  he  marie 
Upon  the  religion  and  liberties  of  iiis  subjects. 
Besides,  the  minds  of  men  are  often  corrupted 
by  this  to  a slight  of  the"  obligation  of.  an  oath 
jn  general,  cither  by  taking  these  oaths  unwil- 
lingly, many  rimes  against  tht-ir  consciences, 
and  only  by  compulsion.  Others  swear  what 
they  do  pot  comprehend,  as  was  the  case  of 
nine  in  ten  of  those  who  took  the  oaths  on  the 
occasion  I have  been  speaking  of,  and  then  the 
evil  is,  as  was  observed  by  a great  man  at  that 
'time,  that  when  men  habituate  themselves  to 
swear  what  they  do  not  understand,  they  will 
easily  be  brought  to  forswear  themselves  in 
what  they  do  understuml.  The  like  danger  is 
from  the  frequency  of  oaths  that  is  here  re- 
1 quired,  which  always  takes  off  from  the  awe  of 
them,  and  consequently  their  force.  Indeed 
no  oath  should  be  imposed  where  it  is  possible 
that  the  interest  of  the  person,  taking  it,  should 
induce  him  either  to  break  it  or  swear  falsely  ; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  no  oaths  at  all  should  he 
appointed  hut  in  judicial  matters  ; which  as 
they  are  necessary  in  those  cases,  should  be 
kept  for  them  only,  tlmt,t hey  may  thereby  be 
the  more  solemn,  nnd  consequently  the  more 
forcible  there,  where  only  they  are  really 
wanted,  or  can  be  of  any  true  use  in  sooiety. 
To  Conclude  this  digression,  I have  often  won- 
dered 


/and  forced  constructions:  which  the  law  ha9 
wisely  provided  against  by  ascertaining  fixed 
rules  to  direct  the  judgment  of  the  interior 
courts  of  justice. 

It  is  likewise  given,  as  a political  reason  for 
passing  of  this  Bill,  That  raisiug  this  hundred 
thousand  pounds  upon  the  Roman  Catholics 
will  deter  the  Jacobites  abroad  from  entering 
upon  such  rash  euterprizes,  when  they  find  mat 
their  friends-  here  in  England  are  to  suffer  for 
the  disturbance  they  give  us:  And  it  will  also 
shew  them,  that  the’  nation  can  put  itself  in  a 
stale  of  security  without  burihening  the  sub- 
ject ; which  lias  been  one  of  the  chief  views  of 
the  conspirators  to  add  lewel  to  the  discon- 
tents of  the  people.  But  if  none  of  these  ar- 
guments should  prevail ; if  the  notoriety  of  the 
fact  does  not  convince;  nav,  if  the  greatest 
probability  of  the  Roman -Catholics  sending 
money  abroad  can  meet  with  no  credit ; the 
legislature,  say  they,  is  highly  justified  in  pass- 
ing this  law  for  raising  an  hundred  thousand 
pounds  upon  the  Roman  Catholics  ; Since  by 
the  laws  now  in  being,  ns  by  the  acts  of  qoeen 
Elizabeth,  the  first  of  king  George,  &c.  the 
Roman  Catholics  tire  subject  to  three  times 
greater  forfeitures  than  this  lax  will  amount  to: 
And  that  the  raising  of  this  hundred  thnusnnd 

Sounds  is  a mitigation  of  the  severity  of  the 
tw  ; and  so  far  from  being  reckoned  a hard- 
ship dune  them,  it  ought  to  be  considered  an 
indulgence  in  the  government. 

I have  hero  thrhwn  together  some  of  the  rea- 


and  danger  of  making  people  swear  where  there 
may  be  an  interest  to  tempt  them  .to  forswear, 
or  afterwards  break  their  oaths,  from  that  uni- 
form practice  of  courts  of  justice  not  to  suffer 
any  one  to  be  put  upon  bis  oath  in  judgment, 
when  he  is  either  to  get  or  lose  any  tiling  by  the 
event  of  that  cause  in  which  he  is  brought  to  be 

“ But  to  return  : notwithstanding  the  impru- 
dence and  folly  of  thus  swearing  the  whole  na- 
tion in  the  manner  1 have  described,  yet  wns 
the  same  thing  continued  by  a subsequent  act 
of  parliament  deliberately  made  against  the  nd- 
vice  and  admonition,  and  to  the  great  scandal 
of  many  wise  men,  who  wished  the  best  to'the 
government,  and  saw  the  prejudice  it  would  do 
to  the  King  and  his  family.  But  as  parties  are 
generally  factions,  nnd  the  chief  business  of 
factions  is  to  annoy  one  another,  those  men 
have  always  most  merit  with  their  parry  who 
contribute  most  to  this  humour  ; nnd  to  that,  as 
this  was  designed  to  affect  the  Tories,  must  this 
silly  zeal  of  the  Whigs  then  in  parliament,  be 
imputed : and  it  is  most  certain,  that  on  too 
tunny  occasions  it  tins  been  thought,  he  was  the 
honest  Whig-friend  to  the  government,  who 
did  most  to  make  the  Tories  enemies  to  it, 
which  many  of  them  from  resentment  to  the 
Whigs,  and  being  deprived  uf  power,  did  but 
too  much  incline,  and  give  into." — Speaker 
Onslow’s  Remarks  on  various  Parts  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole's  Coftduct.  Coxe’s  Walpole,  voh 
WpISm”  1 jhmry  Dfeiiitartihn  Uiiit 
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sons  which  hare  been  given  for  passing  this  bill ; 
J.  think  those  I huve  mentioned  are  what 
seemed  to  me  to  make  the  greatest  impression 
upon  the  House,  when  this  matter  was  first  de- 
bated. These  reasons  were  likewise  inforced 
[See  p.  51.]  by  a gentleman  (Mr.  R.  Walpole) 
whose  opinion  is  justly  esteemed  in  all  parlia- 
mentary considerations.  1 will  now  mention 
the  objections,  which  occur  to  me  against  the 
passing  of  this  Bill. 

lu  answer  to  the  general  surmise  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  disaffection  to  the  govern- 
ment ; 1 cannot  help  observing,  That  this  gene- 
ral chnrge  neither  can  nor  ought  to  affect  any 
particular  person,  without  proof  of  some  particu- 
lar fact  alledged  against  him : And  it  would  be 
the  highest  injustice  to  make  one  man  suffer 
fur  the  crime  of  another.  The  law  supposing 
it  incumbent  upon  every  man  to  be  accounta- 
ble for  bis  own  actions,  doth  not  require  what 
is  not  in  any  man's  power,  to-be  answerable  for 
another  ; and  1 think  1 may  affirm,  with  great 
certainty,  that  in  no  one  instance  the  laws 
have  adjudged  a penally  upon  one  man  for'the 
crime  of  another:  For  though  in  the  case  of 
high-treason,  t lie  blood  being  attainted,  a son 
does  notattaia  the  honours  which  would  have 
descended  to  him,  if  his  father  had  not  been 
guilty  of  treason  ; yet  in  that  case  a man  does 
only  forfeit  a fee-simple  estate,  and  the  income 
of  an  estate  vested  in  him  during  bis  natural 
life  : But  the  highest  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
cannot  avoid  a settlement,  to  the  prejudice  of 

I iho  rather  insist  upon  the  unreasonableness 
of  punishing  one  man  for  the  crime  of  another, 
to  shew  the  absurdity  of  a maxim  which  is  laid 
down  for  a certain  doctrine,  That  because 
some  of  the  Roman  Catholics  are  suspected  to 
have  been  concerned  in  the  late  conspiracy, 
therefore  the  whole  body  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics must  equally  bear  the  burden  of  a tax, 
which  some  of  them  only  are  alledged  to  have 
made  necessary.  I would  not  he  thought  to  be 
an  advocate  fur  the  Roman  Catholics,  any  far- 
ther "than  common  justice  requires,  but  I must 
appeal  to  every  one  who  lias  read  the  report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  Layer, 
Whether  it  appears  there  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics in  general  are  concerned  in  tlie  con- 

£iracy  ? Or,  whether  any  mention  is  made  in 
i Report  of  any  one  Roman  Catholic  of  can- 
sequence,  except  a noble  duke,  [the  duke  of 
Norfolk]  to  whom  a letter  is  supposed  to  he 
Writ,  intimating,  as  if  lie  knew  of  the  designs 
carrying  on  ? How  unjust  then  would  it  be,  if 
the  suspicion  of  this  great  man’s  being  engaged 
»n  traiterous  practices,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life 
and  fortune,  should  give  occasion  to  the  inflict- 
tog  the  severest  penalties  upon  many  innocent 
families,  who  neither  wish  nor  can  hope  to  bet- 
ter their  fortune  by  any  revolution  of  affairs. 

. I think, Sir,  I hnve  fully  answered  what  ha9 
been  said  for  passing  die  Bill,  upon  the  ge- 
neral head  of  divider:  ion  ; but  one  thing 
I will  add,  that  if 
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tion,  * That  their  religion  maintains  -principles 
inconsistent  with  the  welfare  of  llie  trovern- 
ment;’  you  punish  them  for  the  cause  of  their 
religion.  And  lor  my  own  part,  1 look  upon 
persecution  to  be  a doctrine  odious  in  itsejf, 
highly  reflecting  upon  the  honour  of  Parliament, 
and  greatly  infringing  upon  the  freedom  of  the 
subject.  Nor  would  I Imve  his  Majesty's  mild 
and  gracious  reign  blemished  wiRi  such  a mer- 
ciless act  of  the  legislature,  which  must  neces- 
sarily confirm  the  obstinate  in  their  errors,  and 
entirely  alienate  the  nffectious  of  the  well-dis- 
posed Roman-Catholics. 

We  are  likewise  told,  ‘ That  the  raising  this 
hundred  tliousund  pounds  upon  the  Romau- 
Catholics  is  done  out  of  a political  reason,  to 
deter  the  Jacobites  abroad  from  entering  upon 
such  rush  enterprises,  by  tuakjng  their  friends 
here  in  England  pay  the  expence  which  the 
nation  finds  necessary  for  its  own  security? 
As  this  is  a- matter  merely  of  speculation,  and 


o certain  rule  t 


go  by 


1 will  add,  that  if  you.  impose  this  tax  upon  j thoiisuiid  pounds  the  next,  year  upon  the 


tax,  I will  venture  to  give  my  conjectures  upon 
this  head.  1 do  imagine,  that  as  the  Preten- 
der's scheme  is  unjust  in  itself,  it  can  bejoruicd 
upon  no  better  hopes  than  the  discontents  of 
the  people;  and  the  more  room  there  is  far 
complaint,  the  better  prospect  lie  lias  of  suc- 
cess : and  if  it  does  happen  that  these  complaints 
are  well-grounded,  as  were  the  losses  the  peo- 
ple suffered  in  the  South-Sea,  ihen  in  suchlike 
case,  how  much  industry  is  used  by  the  Jaco- 
bites to  aggravate  the  national  grievances  ; 
and  to  impute  every  mischance  to  the  ill  con- 
duct of  the  government.  I uni  afraid,  if  the 
Roman-Catholics  should  be  thus  heavily  taxed; 
if  their  peaceable  nnd  quiet  behaviour  vines  not 
intitlethem  to  the  common  protection  of  the 

Eovernment ; nay,  if  they  ate  more  hardly  used 
y not  having  been  conee riled  than  wheii  they 
were  actually  engaged  in  rebellion : I say,  I 
am  afraid  they  will  embrace  any  opportunity  to 
free  themselves  from  such  intolerable  huideus, 
thinking  under  no  form  of  government  they  can 
receive  worse  treatment. 

I shall  next  consider  the  groundwork  of  this 
whole  Bill,  viz.  ‘ The  raising  one  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  upon  the  Roman-Catholics,  in  lieu 
of  certain  forfeitures  they  have  incurred  by 
several  Acts  of  Parliament  now  in  being.’  And 
by  stating  the  balnnce  betwixt  the  Roman-Ca- 
tholics and  the  government,  it  is  uretcuded, 
‘ That  the  sum  now  demanded  Of  the  Roman 
Catholics  falls  far  short  of  what  is  due  to  the 
government,  if  all  their  forfeitures  were  rigo- 
rously exacted.’  I nm  very  ready  to  graut,  that 
the  Roman-Catholics  have  incurred  several 
forfeitures  : but  I tliiuk  the  question  at  pre- 
sent is,  whether  it  is  necessary  at  this  time,  for 
the  security  of  thegovernment,  to  take  advan- 
tage of  those  forfeitures  ? For  if  there  is  not 
some  particular  reason  shewn,  why  you  ought 
to  exact  them  more  at  this  time'  than  another, 
you  may  with  equal  justice  raise  one  jipniirpd 
tliousnml  pounds  the  ngxt.  year  ppon  the  Ro- 
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vernment  shall  stand  in  need  of  such  a fund. 
But  surely  it  is  not  sufficient  to  sav,  because 
the  Roman-Catholics  have  incurred  several 
forfeitures,  that  therefore  you  will  take  advan- 
tages! them  : forthe  plain  answer  to  that  is, 
why  do  you  do  it  now  ? And,  Why  have  you 
not  done  it  before  ? It  is  here  necessary  to  ob- 
serve, that  when  the  legislature  passed  this  law, 
to  subject  the  Roman-Catholics  to  the  forfeiture 
of  two  thirds  of  their  estates,  this  law  was  ra- 
ther mude  intentionally  to  keep  the  Roman- 
Catholics  in  subjection  to  the  government,  than 
with  any  design  of  hhving  it  put  in  execution. 
For  otherwise,  I dare  say,  so  many  administra- 
tions, who  are  the  executive  part  of  the  law-, 
could  never  liuve  thus  long  dispensed  with 
their  duty. 

If  we  look  back  as  far  ns  the  reformation, 
we  shall  find,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  were 
never  more  numerous,  never  more  powerful, 
than  at  die  revolution,  just  upon  king  James’s 
abdication.  Then  all  means  had  been  used 
to  propagate  pouery  ; men  of  that  persuasion 
were  put  into  places  of  profit  and  trust ; the 
army  was  filled  with  Roman  Catholics,  and  it 
was  generally  thought  that  the  nntion  was  ripe 
to  take  upon  them  the  drudgery  of  the  Roman 
yoke.  When  King  William  came  to  the 
crown,  he  was  warmly  told  of  the  dangers  of 
popery;  that  as  there  were  severe  laws  against 
the  Roman  Catholics,  they  ought  to  be  put  in 
execution : that  the  Roman  Catholics  held 
correspondence,  and  were  carrying  on  plots 
and  contrivances  with  king  James,  then  in 
France,  who,  as  he  had  an  undoubted  title  to 
the  crown,  was  supported  by  one  of  the  most 
powerful  princes  in  Europe.  Then  the  com- 
petition for  the  crown  was  greatly  different 
from  the  wild  and  extravngunt  pretensions  of  a 
popish  fugitive,  fled  to  Rome  for  sanctuary, 
after  having  been  turned  out  of  most  of  the 
courts  of  Europe.  But  king  William  who  was  a 
wise  and  just  prince,  and  knew  that  no  free 
state  could  long  subsist,  but  in  doing  equal  and 
impartial  justice,  would  not  consent,  to  the 
putting  those  laws  in  execution  against  the 
Roman  Catholics,  which  he  knew  amounted  to 
no  less  than  a persecution.  However,  the  King, 
to  gratify  the  fears  of  those  about  him,  who 
were  continually  possessing  him  with  the  dan- 
gers of  popery,  ordered  an  exact  account  to  be 
taken  of  the  conformists,  non-conformists,  and 
papists  in  England,  to  see  what  proportion 
there  was  betwixt  the  Papists  and  Protestants ; 
and  upon  an  exnct  scrutiny,  the  account  was 
found  to  stand  thus  : one  hundred  and  seventy 
nine  Conformists,  viz.  those  of  the  established 
church,  to  one  Papist ; besides  Presbyterians, 
Quakers,  Independents,  and  all  other  Protes- 
tant dissenters. 

If  the  Roman  Catholics  were,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Revolution,  but  a handful  of  peo- 
ple ; if  all  the  encouragement  given  to  them  by 
king  James  could  not  enable  them  to  maintain 
a king  of  their  own  religion  upon  the  throne, 
what  have . we  now  to  apprehend  from  them  ? 
Since,  many, ^ ithesgch8ytt,follo'ye4- tlne-foteupf , 


|.  king  James,  and  several  of  them  have  conform- 
ed to  the  Church  of  England  : So  that  we  may 
reasonably  conclude,  that  the  number  of  Roman 
Catholics  is  one  third  less  than  they  were  when 
king  William  came  to  the  crown.  And  I beg 
leave  here  to  observe  a notion,  which  has  long 
prevailed,  ‘ That  the  liberties  of  England  can 
never  be  in  danger,  but  by  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics.' Indeed,  one  would  have  imagined  that 
experience  would  have  exploded  this  opinion, 
since  there  is  nothing  more  certain  than  if  all 
the  Protestants  were  united,  no  power  upon 
earth  could  hurt  .us.  The  contest  does  not  lie 
betwixt  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
religion  : our  divisions  are  not  occasioned  by 
the  increase  of  Popery,  but  it  is  obvious  to 
every  man  unconcerned  in  the  dispute,  how  the 
leaders  of  each  party  promote  their  own 
mercenary  ends  by  possessing  their  followers 
with  unnecessary  fears  and  groundless  jea- 
lousies. 

I must  own,  besides  the  injustice  of  passing 
such  a law,  I am  moved  with  compassion  to  my 
fellow  subjects,  whose  condition  must  be  very 
deplorable,  if  this  bill  should  pass  into  a law. 
I would  instance  in  the  case  of  a gentleman 
of  1,000/.  per  .annum,  who  pays  500/.  per  ann. 
rent  charge:  He  must  pay  double  taxes,  which, 
at  present  amounting  to  4s.  in  the  pound, 
comes  to  200/.  a year,  out  of  his  1,000/.  a year: 
He  must  likewise  pay  his  proportion  of  this. 
100,000/.  which,  at  a moderate  computation, 
will  be  5s.  in  the  pound,  wliich  is  250/.  more  to 
be  added  to  the  deduction  out  of  liis  estate ; 
What  then  will  a gentleman  of  1,000/.  per 
annum  have  to  live  upon  ? ft  is  said  in  answer 
to  this,  That  the  Roman  Catholics  do  not  pay 
more  taxes,  in  several  places,  than  the  Protest- 
ants. But  suppose  it  were  true,  that  they  now 
pay  no  more  than  2s.  in  the  pound,  the  case  of 
this  gentleman  will  be  still  very  much  to  be  la- 
mented ; and  instead  of  paying  950/.  he  will 
pay  850/.  out  of  his  estate.  .1  have  mentioned 
this  particular  case,  to  shew  the  unreasonable 
severity  of  this  lax ; hut  I dare  say,  many  more 
instances  might  be  given  of  the  like  nature. 

I cannot  help  being  a little  surprized,  that 
those  gentlemen  who  are  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  .circumstances  of  our  affairs  abroad, 
did  not  consider,  before  they  brought  in  this 
Bill  upon  the  Roman  Catholics,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's allies  would  certainly  interpose  in  their 
behalf:  Anri  if  upon  a refusal  to  act  the  friend- 
ly part,  our  Protestant  brethren  abroad  should 
be  more  severely  dealt  with,  we  should  in  vain 
complain  of  the  breach  of  treaties  and  of  the 
laws  of  the  empire,  when  we  have  broke 
through  the  cominou  ties  of  humanity. 

I know  no  better  rule  of  government,  than 
to  punish  the  guilty,  and  protect  the  innocent  ; 
neither  the  one  can  complain  of  hard  usage, 
though  he  may  be  pitied,  nor  will  the  other 
wish  for  a change  of  that  government,  which 
defends  him  from  the  oppression  of  wicked  and 
ill-designing  men.  But  to  punish  a body  of 
people,  whom  before  the  report  was  made,  you 
- MWjrectqdotiQi  h«,:CriBiut3ally,;Koncfirued  in  the 
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conspiracy ; and  whom,  upon  enouiry,  you  find 
to  be  innocent  in  every  particular  suggestion 
alledged  against  them,  I do  not  take  to  be  the 
means  of  convincing  the  world  of  the  impar- 
tiality of  our  proceedings. 

/find  great  stress  laid  upon  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics sending  money  to  the  Pretender,  and  his 
adherents  abroad : a fact  so  confidently  affirm- 
ed, that  one  would  expect  some  better  proof  of 
it  than  a general  assertion  j and  yet  I have 
never  _ heard  one  single  instance  given  to  con- 
vince me  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  Con- 
sidering the  great  vigilance  of  the  ministry,  who 
have  been  able  to  discover  the  most  subtle  con- 
trivances in  carrying  on  this  conspiracy,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  very  unlikely,  if  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics had  made  any  considerable  remittances 
abroad,  that  they  should  have  escaped  the  no- 
tice of  the  government.  I would  fain  know 
how  comes  this  notion  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
sending  money  abroad ; and  why  they  are 
more  zealous  for  the  Pretender's  cause,  than 
die  rest  of  the  Jacobites  ? If  it  is  an  equal  con- 
tribution among  the  Jacobites,  it  ought  to  be  an 

3ual  tax  upon  the  Nonjurors  and  every  man 
10  has  paid  his  quota,  as  well  as  upon  the 
Roman  Catholics.  But  to  single  out  one  set 
of  men  from  the  herd  of  the  Jacobites  ; and 
upon  mere  supposition,  to  indict  the  severest 
penalties  upon  them,  is  an  act  no  ways  agree- 
able to  the  just  and  equitable  proceedings  of 
Parliament.  For  which  reasons  I am  against 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  Lutwyche  was  supported  by  Mr.  West, 
lord  Gage,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  member  for 
York. 

Mr.  Trcnchard,  in  particular,  declared,  That 
he  thought  it  very  unreasonable  that  the  Papists 
should  bear  the  whole  burden  of  this  tax,  when 
-there  were  so  many  Jacobites  who  had  contri- 
buted as  much  to  the  raising  public  disturbances 
as  the  Papists  themselves ; and  therefore  lie 
moved,  “ That  the  Nonjurors  ought  to  be  in- 
cluded in  die  said  tax  -intended  to  be  raised 
upon  Papists.” 

Accordingly,  after  some  debate,  the  Com- 
mittee came  to  the  following  Resolution,  viz. 
“ That  towards  raising  the  sum  of  100,000/. 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  towards  reimbursing  to 
die  public  the  great  expences  occasioned  by 
die  late  rebellious  and  disorders,  to  be  raised 
and  levied  upon  the  real  and  personal  estates 
of  all  Papists,  an  equal  rate  and  proportion  be 
raised  and  levied  upon  the  real  and  personal 
estates  of  every  other  person,  being  of  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  or  upwards,  not  having  taken 
the  oaths  of  supremacy  and  allegiance,  and  the 
abjuration  oath,  who  shall  upon  due  summons 
neglect  or  refuse  to  take  the  same.” 

This  Resolution  being  the  next  day  reported 
by  Mr.  Fairer,  a motion  was  made,  and  the 
question  put,  that  die  said  Resolution  be  re- 
committed, but  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 
Then  it  was  resolved.  That  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee,  and  ordered,  That  there 
be  an  insirlfailtitf 


1723 — a Tax  upon  Papists.  [3G2 

whole  House  to  alter  and  nmend  the  Bill,  ‘ For 

* laying  a tax  on  all  Papists,'  pnrsuunt  to  the 
said  Resolution. 

May  11.  The  Commons,  in  a Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  made  a farther  progress  in 
the  Bill  : and  a motion  being  made  by  Mr. 
Lutwyche  for  a clause  for  inoludingthe  Papists 
and  Nonjurors  in  Scodand,  in  the  Tax  in- 
tended to  be  laid  on  Papists' and  Nonjurors  in 
England,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by 
a majority  of  five  voices  only. 

May  14.  Mr.  Farrer  reported  the-  Amend- 
ments the  Committee  had  made  to  the  Bill, 
which  were  agreed  to,  except  the  clause  above- 
mentioned;  upon  which  a debate  arising,  lord 
Gage  and  Mr.  Hutcheson  insisted  upon  the 
cqiiitnbleness  of  the  said  clause,  and 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  said  thereupon,  That  he 
knew  no  reason  why  the  Scots  should  be  ex- 
cused from  paying  their  proportion  of  this  ex- 
traordinary tax,  unless  it  was,  because  forty- 
five  Scots  representatives  in  that  House  always 
voted  as  they  were  directed : But  if  that  was 
the  reason,  it  was  to  be  feared,  lest  Cornwall, 
which  sends  up  almost  an  equal  number  of 
members,  might,  upon  the  same  consideration, 
claim  an  exemption  from  taxes.  ' 

But  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  having  represented. 
That  the  names  and  real  estates  of  the  Scots 
Papists  and  Nonjurors  not  being  registered,  it 
was  impossible  to  ascertain  their  proportion  of 
this  tax,  he  was  supported  by  most  of  the 
courtiers;  and  the  question  being  put,  That 
the  said  clause  be  made  part  of  the  Bill,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative  by  178  votes  against 
170.  And  then  some  other  Amendments 
being  made  by  the  House  to  the  Bill,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed.  However;  two  days 
after,  a Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  t<* 
oblige  all  Papists  andNonjurors  in  Scotland,  to 
register  their  names  and  real  estates;  which 
was  accordingly  brought  in,  and  hnd  an  easy 
passage  through  both  Houses. 

May  17.  The  Bill,  ‘ For  laying  a tax  upon 

* Papists  and  Nonjurors  in  England,’  was  pass- 
ed and  sent  up  to  the  Lords. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill  for  laying  o 
Tar  upon  Papists.]  May  20.  The  Lordsreat! 
the  second  time  a Bill  from  the  Commons,  in- 
tituled, ‘An  Act  for  granting  an  Aid  to  his 
‘ Majesty,  by  laying  n Tax  upon  Papists.’ 
And  a motion  being  made.  That  the  said  Bill 
be  committed,  and  the  question  being  put 
thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by 
57  ngniust42;  Nioe  of  which  last  entered 
their  dissent,  viz.  The  earls  of  Scarsdale; 
Litchfield,  Strafford,  Uxbridge,  and  Pomfret, 
and  the  lords  Bingley,  Foley,  Gower,  and  Ash* 
burnham. 

May  21.  The  Lords  went  into  a Committee 
upon  the  said  Bill,  and  a Rider  being  offered  to 
be  added  to  it,  for  making  the  Scots  Roman 
Catholics  andNonjurors  to  contribute  towards 
the  said  tax;  the  same  wns  rejected. 

May  98.  The  Bill  wns  read  the  third  time, 
a'rtd'i'totiSh1  beihi-tilM,lrha't 'the  same  do 
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pass,  it  was  strongly  opposed  by  the  earl  of 
Stratford,  lord  Trevor,  earl  Cow  per,  lord 
Bathurst,  ami  lord  Bingley,  who  represented. 
That  ibis  Bill  was  downright  persecution;  that 
it  was  a fourth  Bill  to  inllict  pains  and  penal- 
ties in  an  unprecedented  manner;  But  they 
were  answered  by  the  lord  Towushend,  lord 
Cartgret,  earl  Cadognn,  bishop  of  Hereford*, 
enrl  of  Macclesfield,  earl  of  Iluy,  and  the  duke 
of  Newcastle,  That  the  Papists  had  incurred 
far  greater  penalties,  so  that  this  Bill  was  rather 
an  indulgence  thnn  a persecution. 

These  were  replied  to  by 
Earl  Cowper,  who  suggested,  That  whatever 
gloss  was  put  upon  this  law,  it  would  always 
be  looked  upon  as  persecution  by  those,  at 
least,  who  were  to  he  affected  by  it,  and  be 
unished  for  other  people’s  crimes;  and  what 
ardships  the  Protestants  abroad  might  suffer, 
when  we  persecuted  die  Roman  Catholics  at 
home,  be  left  to  their  lordships'  consideration : 
That  he  was  informed,  that  the  king  of  Spain 
and  the  regent  of  France  had  used  their  good 
offices  in  hebalf  of  those  of  their  own  religion 
amongst  us,  and  ns,  on  the  other  hand,  those 
two  powerful  princes  bad  given  undoubted 
proofs  of  their  firm  friendship  to  his  Majesty, 
in  discovering  and  quashing  of  the  late  Con- 
spiracy, so  they  could  not  hut  think  themselves 
indifferently  requited  for  it,  if  this  Bill  should 
pass  into  a law.  His  lordship  added,  That  no 
state  ever  got  any  thing  by  persecuting  its  sub- 
jects, of  which  he  gave  several  instances,  and, 
in  particular,  shewed  the  ill  effects  of  persecu- 
tion in  France,  which  had  drove  away  the 
wealthiest  of  their  merchants  nad'  most  in- 
dustrious artificers;  urging,  that  this  bill  might, 
iu  like  manner,  force  the  English  Roman  Ca- 
tholics to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  carry  eight 
or  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds  into  foreign 
countries.  For  all  these,  reasons  his  lordship 
was  for  rejecting  the  Bill. 

But  the  question  being  put  upon  the  motion 
for  passing  the  same,  it  was  resolved  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Content,  48  Nnt-Content,  ST 

Proxies,  21  Proxies,  18 

—69  —55 

Upon  this  the  following  lords  entered  their 
dissent,  viz.  Uxbridge,  Bingley,  Gower,  Foley, 
Asburnbam,  Lechmere,  Litchfield,  Scarsdalc, 
Montjoy,  Pomfret,  Hay,  Fran.  Cestriens’,  Wil- 
loughby de  Broke,  Strafford,  Cowper,  Weston, 
Coventry,  Bathurst,  Tadcaster. 

The  Kirin's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Ses- 
* ion.  J May  27.  His.  Majesty,  after  having 

E'ven  the  royal  assent  to  the  Bills  for  in- 
Cting  Pains  and  Penalties  on  the  bishop  of 
Rochester,  Mr.  Kelly,  and  Mr.  Plunket,  with 
several  other  public  and  private  hills,  was 
pleased  to  tell  both  Houses,  that  he  had  or- 
dered the  Lord  Chancellor  to  declare  to  them, 
in  his  Majesty's  mime  and  words,  the  reason  of 
his  coming  chat  day  to  parliament.  Where-’ 


upon  the  Lord  Chancellor  read  his  Majesty’s 
Speech  to  hotli  Houses,  as  followetli,  viz. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I am  persuaded,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
usual length  of  this  session,  you  will  not  think 
your  time  has  been  misemployed,  in  consulting 
the  necessary  means  for  preserving  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  and  bringing  to  jus- 
tice some  of  the  chief  promoters  of  that  confu- 
sion which  lately  threatened  the  nation. 

“ The  prudent  measures  you  have  taken  for  f 
our  common  security,  and  your  enabling  me 
to' defend  my  kingdoms  against  any  desigus  or 
attempts  of  our  enemies,  are  the  most  con-  ; 
vincing  testimonies  of  your  fidelity  and  affec- 
tion to  me,  and  of  your  concern  for  the  liber- 
ties of  ray  people.  Be  assured,  the  confidence  I- 
you  have  reposed  in  me,  shall  never  he  made 
use  of,  but  for  their  safety  nnd  defence. 

“ The  Papers  which  have  been  laid  before 
you,  for  your  information,  and  have  since  1 
been  published  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  world,  I 
evidently  shew  that  the  Conspirators  kid  ' 
brought  their  wicked  arts  and  practices  to  such  i, 
a perfection,  that  they  confidently  carried  on  2 
their  traitorous  projects  in  defiance  of  tlie  I 
law,  from  an  assurance  of  their  being  able  to  | 
elude  it;  the  respect  and  reverence  due  to  the  } 
law  had  been  lost,  and  the  tranquillity  of  my  ' 
people  endangered,  had  not  you  interp'dsed. 
This  made  it  necessary  for  the  legislature  to  r 
exert  itself  in  punishing  such  offenders,  whose 
guilt  is  too  certain  to  leave  the  least  room  for  I 
doubt,  and  whose  crimes  are  too  heiuous  to  I 
admit  of  any  nggra ration. 

“ And  yet  it  is  with  pleasure  I reflect,  that  , 
the  justice  of  parliament  has  been  so  tempered 
with  mercy,  that  even  those,  who  are.  resolved  I 
to  be  dissatisfied,  must  acknowledge  the  lenity 
of  your  proceedings,  and  will  he  at  a loss  for  j 
any  pretence  to  complain,  so  few  examples  I 
having  been  made,  and  the  penalties  inflicted  'i 
by  bill,  fulling  so  much  short  of  the  punish- 
ments due  for  the  same  crimes  by  the  common  | 

“ The  firmness  you  have  shewn,  must  con-  ‘j 
vince  all  the  world,  how  much  they  were  mis- 
taken, whose  chief  hopes  were  founded  on  the  I 
disaffection  of  my  people.  It  gave  me  great  ! 
satisfaction  to  see  as  general  a concurrence  in  I 
full  parliament  upou  this  occasion,  ns  lias  been  j| 
ever  known  on  any  former ; and  it  is  to  he  j 
hoped,  our  enemies  will  cease  to  flatter  them-  i 
selves  with  the  vain  imagination  of  being  able  1 
to  subvert  our  religion  and  present  establish- 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons.  . 

“ I must  acknowledge,  in  a particular  man- 
ner, the  great  readiness . you  have  shewn  in 
raising  the  necessary  Supplies  for  the  ensuing 
vear.  It  is  au  unexpected  felicity,  that  you 
have  been  able  so  for  to  disappoint  the  hopes 
of  our  enemies,  ns  to  uvoid  laying  any  new 
burthen  upon  my  people,  nnd  that,  so  soon 
after  that  great  shock  and  convulsion  in  all  R* 
pnklis1$uuto,if*tid  liairtiMofuidf*  of  intestine 


* Dr.  Senimioflaadlyi  ok 
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alarm:  and  disturbances,  the  credit  of  tbe  na-  | 
lion  should  so  far  revive  and  flourish,  that  not 
only  the  supplies  of  tbe  year  should  be  raised 
at  » much  lower  interest,  than  was  ever  known 
in  the  most  quiet  time,  but  part  of  the  national 
debt  should  be  reduced  from.au  interest  of  five 
to  three  yer  Cent.*  and  put  in  a course  of  be- 
ing soon  discharged. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ I return  you  my  most  sincere  thanks  for 
the  indefatigable  pains  you  have  taken  in  the 
service  of  the  public : I earnestly  recommend  it 
to  you,- in  your  several  itat ions  and  countries, 
to  persevere  in  your  endeavours  for  preserving 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom ; by  justice  and  reso- 
lution, to  snbduo  the  restless  spirit  of  faction 
and  sedition ; and  by  prudence  and  temper  to 
reconcile  the  milled. 

“ Some  extraordinary  affairs  calling  me 
abroad  this  summer,  I doubt  not  but  that  the 
wisdom  and  vigilance  of  my  good  snbjects  will 
prevent  our  enemies  from  taking  any  advan- 
tage of  my  absence.  To  gain  the  hearts  and 
affections  of  my  people  shall  always  he  my  first 
and  principal  care;  on  their  duty  and  loyal 
ty  I will  entirely  depend : And  they  may 
as  surely  depend  on  my  protection  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  their  religion,  liberty,  and  pro- 
perty." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the 
parliament  to  the  2nd  day  of  July  ; after  which 
it  was  farther  prorogued  to  the  9th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1724. 

PriscipalOcckrrf.nces  during  tiie  Re- 
cess— The  King  goes  to  Hanover — Promotions 
— The  King's  Clemency — State  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs— Wood’s  Half-pence — Death  of  Earl  Cow- 
per — The  King  returns  to  England .*]  The  King, 
whom  the  Conspiracy  had  detained  in  Bnglnifd 
the  last  year,  had  no  sooner  put  nn  end  to  the 
session,  but  he  set  out  for  his  German  domi- 
nions. lie  embarked  for  Holland  tbe  3d  of 


• “ August  30,  1723.  You  cannot  but  ob- 
serve the  late  rise  of  our  stocks.  South  Sea  was 
actually  sold  on  Monday  at  110.  But  the  bulls 
and  bears  have  sunk  it  again  to  betwixt  seven 
and  eight.  I had  the  good  fortune  to  tell  bis 
Majesty  before  he  went,  that  1 thought  it  would 
come  to  this  price  before  Michaelmas.  This 
rise  was  nothing  imaginary,  not  at  all  the  effect 
of  art.  The  public  credit  is  now  in  so  flourish- 
ing a condition,  that  upon  some  difficulties  the 
duchess  of  Marlnorough  had  a mind  to  make 
io  that  -loan,  f could  have  had  200,000/.  in 
land  tallies,  with  the  interest  upon  them,  which 
was  about  13s.  6d. ; in  all  3/.  12«.  6 d. ; and  I 
think  it  is  plum  we  shall  liavu  the  whole  sup- 
ply of  next  year  at  3 per  cent,  even  withont  tbe 
Marlborough  money ; and  I flatter  myself,  that 
the  next  session  of  parliament  will  bring  no 
discredit  to  those  that  have  the  honour  to  sente 
the  King  in  his  revenue.”  Robert  Walpole  to 
Townshend.  Coxe’s  Walpole,  vol.  2,  p. 

t Tindak  f IWPt hy  tKc-  l.Jn,'crs" 
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I June,  and,  after  staving  two  days  with  his  bro- 
ther, the  bishop  ofOsnaburg,  arrived  the  lltli 
at  Hereahausen.  He  appointed  Lords  Justices 
in  his  absence  ns  usual,  the  prince  being  still 
excluded,  who  was  now  in  his  4lst  year.  The 
lord  Harcourt,  formerly  so  strictly  united  with 
tbe  earl  of  Oxford,  and  queen  Anne's  other  mi- 
nisters, and  who  had  defended  Lhem  with  so 
much  zeal,  was  one  of  the  Lords  Justices.  Mr. 
Walpole  was  likewise  of  the  number,  and  acted 
as  secretary  of  state,  in  the  absence  of  the  lords 
Townshend  and  Carteret,  who  were  with  the 
King.  Jt  was  intended  to  advance  him  to  tire 
peerage,  hut  he  chose  rather  to  have  that  ho- 
nour conferred  on  his  son,  who  was  made 
baron  Walpole  of  Walpole  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk*  About  the  same  time,  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney,  chairman  of  the  late  committee  of  secrecy, 
was  made  cofferer  of  the  household ; and 
Philip,  lord  Stanhope,  captain  of  the  yeomen 
of  the  guard  ; Dr.  Gibson  was  translated  from 
Lincoln  to  London  ; Dr.  Reynolds  from  Ban- 
gor to  Lincoln  ; and  Dr.  Bradford  from  Car- 
lisle to  Rochester  ; Dr.  Waugh  was  promoted 
to  Carlisle,  and  Dr.  Willis,  on  the  death  of 
Dr.  Triinnei,  to  Winchester  ; Dr.  Hoadly  was 
translated  from  Hereford  to  Salisbury;  Dr.- 
Green  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Fleetwood,  from 
Norwich  to  Ely  : Dr.  Leng  was  made  bishop 
of  Norwich;  and  Dr.  Egercon,  brother  to  the 
duke  of  Bridgewater,  of  Hereford. 

The  king,  before  his  departure,  shewed  his 
clemency  to  those  who  had  been  taken  np  on 
account  of  the  Plot.  The  earl  of  Orrery  was 
released  from  his  confinement,  nnd  admitted  to 
bail ; ns  were  also  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the 
lord  North  and  Grey,  Dennis  Kelly,  Thomas 
Cochran,  and  Stoat  Megger,  the  earl  of  Orrery's 
secretary.  On  the  20th  of  June,  Dr.  Frend 
was  admitted  to  bail  ; and  two  days  after,  Dr. 
Atterbury  embarked  on  board  the  Aldbnrongh, 
a sin-ill  man  of  war,  which  had  orders  to  land 
liim  in  France.  He  was  put  on  shore  at 
Calais,  accompanied  with  his  daughter  Mrs. 
Morrice,  and  her  husband  who  wus  high' bailiff 


* The.  lord  Townshend's  eldest  son  was 
called  up  to  the  House  of  Peers,  by  tbe  title  of 
baron  Townshend  of  Lynn  Regis,  nnd  made 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bed-ehambef,  in 
tue  room  of  the  lord  Teynham,  who  some  days 
before  shot  himself,  and  died  an  hour  after. 

The  Patent  to  the  lord  Walpole  began  thus : 

“ Our  most  beloved  and  most  faithful  coun- 
sellor Roberr  Walpole,  lir-t  Commissioner  of 
the  Treasury,  with  the  assistance  of  other  select 
persons,  ami  Chancellor  of  our  Exchequer,  hav- 
ing highly  recommended  himself  to  our  royal 
favour  by  his  many  services  to  us,  to  onr  house, 
and  to  his  own  country,  we  d.d  not  think  him 
unworthy  to  he  advanced  to  ihe  rank  of  the 
Peers  of  this  realm.  But,  though  he  rather 
chuses  to  merit  tbe  highest  tides  than  to  wear 
them,  we  have  however  thought  fit,  in  order  to 
ennoble  his  family,  to  confer  on  the  sun  the 

peerage  Robert  Waipole'jumor,  esq.;  &c." 
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of- Westminster.  At  Calais-  lie  was  told,  that 
tbe  late  lord  Bolingbroke,  having  obtained  bis 
pardon,  was  just  arrived  there  in  his  way  to 
England ; upon  which  the  bishop  merrily  said 
‘ Then  I am  exchanged.’  The  king  had  grant- 
ed the  lord  Bolingbroke  a pardon  the  day  after 
the  parliament  broke  up,  of  which  one  of  his 
friends  instantly  set  out  for  France  to  bring  him 
word.  lie  immediately  returned  to  England  to 
plead  his  pardon,  in  expectation  that  a new 

Cliament  would  repeal  his  attainder.  The 
1 Harcourt  had  prevailed  with  the  king  to 
shew  him  this  favour,  though  Mr.  Walpole  had 
opposed  it  at  the  council  board  with  unanswer- 
able arguments:  He  was  against  loosening  the 
hands  of  one,  who  (as  he  said)  he  foresaw,  from 
ihis  former  conduct  and  ambitiou,  and  the  na- 
tural restlessness  of  his  temper;  would  go  any 
lengths  to  poison  the  minds  of  the  subjects, 
in  order  to  disturb  the  national  tranquillity,  that 
lie  himself  might  the  easier  arrive  at  power. 
But,  notwithstanding  his  disapprobation,  he  whs 
forced  to  give  way. 

Before  the  king’  left  England,  it  was  agrec-d 
in  council,  that  the  troops  should  be  incainped 
as  they  had  been  the  last  summer,  and  that  the 
horse-guards  should  be  quartered  round  Hyde- 
, park,  m order  to  be  ready  to  assemble,  if  there 
should  be  occasion. 

These  measures  kept  all  things  quiet  in  Great 
Britain,  during  the  king's  seven  months  ab- 
sence. The  same  reasons,  which  had  -required 
his  presence  abroad,  detained  him  perhaps 
longer  than  he  intended.  He  was  received  in 
his  dominions  in  the  most  agreeable  manner, 
and  was  complimented  by  at  least  12  foreign 
ministers.  The  king  and  queen  of  Prussia 
waited  likewise  upon  him,  by  which  means  his 
court  was  as  splendid,  and  as  much  the  scene 
of  affairs,  as  ever  the  court  of  Great  Britain 
had  been. 

Affairs  were  then  at  a soit  of  crisis:  the 
1 uselessness  of  the  congress  of  Cnmbray  and  of 
Brunswic,  where  little  had  been  done,  having 
worn  out  the  patience  of  the  princes  whose  in- 
terests were  to  be  determined  there,  they  en- 
tered into  separate  negociutions,  and  sought 
the  means  of  coming  to  an  agreement.  The 
czar  and  king  of  Sweden  wcie  going  to  con- 
clude a treaty  favourable  to  the  duke  of  Hol- 
stein’s pretensions  to  Sleswick,  of  which  king 
George  had  guaranteed  the  possession  to  the 
king  of  Denmark  : It  was  to  be.  feared,  that 
this  treaty  might  affect  even  Bremen  and 
Verden,  lately  annexed  to  the  electorate  of 

. . On  the  other  hnnd,  France  and  Spain  seemed 
to  be  sincerely  reconciled,  and  willing  to  unite 
against  the  emperor.  The  regent  had  project- 
ed a marriage  between  the  king  of  France  and 
the  infanta  of  Spain,  then  S years  old,  and  had 
married  his  second  daughter  mademoiselle  de 
Montpensier  to  the  prince  of  Asturias,  and,  a 
year  after,  another  daughter  to  don  Carlos, 
eldest  son  of  Philip  5,  by  his  second  wife. 
These  two  powers  endeavoured  to  draw  the 
czar  to  tl>eir'side!  j;-.'tli6y'hSiit£d  'new ' treaties  to  - 


England,  more  advantageous  than  the  former, 
in  regard  to  trade,  but  strongly  insisted  upon 
the  restitution  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon ; 
aud  it  was  wished,  that  court  would  not  be 
concerned  in  the  affairs  of  Italy,  and  would 
declare  openly  against  the  Ostend  company. 

This  situation  of  so  opposite  interests  was 
full  of  difficulties.  The  Emperor,  pressed  too 
much,  might  declare  for  the  czar  and  the 
Swede : Poland,  confined  between  these  two 
powers,  could  not  help  taking  part  with  them  ; 
Almost  all  Italy  exclaimed  against  the  treaty  of 
London : The  pope  had  protested  against  aity 
decisions  at  Cambray  to  the  prejudice  of  Ins 
right:  The  king  of  Sardinia,  the  dukes  of  Tns- 
cauy,  Parma,  and  Modena,  had  presented  me- 
morials equivalent  to  so  many  protestations: 
France  and  Spain  were  inclined  to  support  ' 
them:  War  was  every  where  on  the  point  of  , 
breaking  out:  England,  engaged  by  so  many 
treaties,  and  her  own  interests,  must  have  been  , 
concerned : For  Ling  George  to  declare  against 
the  emperor,  was  exposing  his  German  domi- 
nions, and  helping  tn  strengthen  two  powers 
already  very  formidable  to  the  rest  of  Europe : 

To  take  part  with  the  emperor  was  supporting 
the  new  establishment  at  Ostend,  and  arming 
against  himself,  France,  Spain,  and  perhaps 
Russia  anti  Sweden. 

King  George  overcame  all  these  difficulties,  h 
or  at  least  suspended  their  ill  consequences.  , 
He  entered  into  stricter  alliances  with  the 
kings  of  Prussia  and  Denmark : He  used  his  I 
endeavours  to  prevail  with  the  emperor  to  be 
more  ready  to  end  his  differences  with  Spain,  J 
and  to  desist  from  the  affair  of  Ostend,  against  • 
which  his  subjects  in  particular,  and  his  faithful 
allies  the  States-Geueral,  were  extremely  incen-  . 
sed.  In  England,  as  bath  been  related,  the 
commons  had  voted  against  it. 

One  of  the  king’s  principal  designs,  when  he 
came  to  Hanover,  was  to  persuade  the  court  of  ■ 
Vieuna  to  desist  from  erecting  the  Ostend 
India  Company : He  laboured  constantly  at  it, 
but  the  success  did  not  answer  his  good  inten-  jj 
lions.  That  court  promised,  in  general,  not  to  *; 
do  any  thing  contrary  to  treaties,  and  the  rights  f 
of  others,  but  avoided  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion, and  disregarded  the  representations  that 
were  made  from  all  parts. 

It  was  the  same  with  respect  to  the  czar.  I 
So  that  the  king’s  journey  proved  fruitless,  and  ' 
the  negotiations  might  have  been  as  well  car- 
ried on  at  London  as  at  Hanover.  Something  L 
was  also  done  for  the  Protestants,  whose  com- 
plaints  continued,  because  they  were  still  , 
oppressed,  and  new  grievances  were  added  to  j 
the  old.  The  king  of  Prussia  readily  entered 
into  the  design  to  procure  them  ease  and  tran- 
quillity. 

This  union  put  a stop  at  least  to  greater  ca- 
lamities; and  appeared  to  be  very  cordial-  ,j 
King  George  spent  four  or  five  days  at  Berlin, 
where  lie  was  received  and  treated  with  great 
respect  and  maguificence.  The  two  secretaries 
of  suite,  tlie  lords  Townshend  and  Carteret, 

'■iitonatitenddd  c<,nferenee5 
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irith'  the  king  of  Prussia’s  ministers,  in  order  to 
conclude  some  alliance  to  prevent  the  czar’s 
designs,  in  favour  of  the  duke  of  Holstein:  The 
proposals  were  neither  rejected  nor  received, 
and  assurance  was  given  that  no  engagement 
should  be  made  coutrary  to  what  had  been 

^Theking,  having  been  informed  that  his  sub- 
jects in  Ireland  were  in  want  of  small  money, 
made  a.  contract  with  William  Wood,  to  furnish 
that  kiugdom  with  copper  halfpence  and  far- 
things. The  copper  was  to  be  of  snch  fineness, 
and  the  money  of  such  a weight,  os  agreed  upon 
in  the  patent  granted  for  that  purpose.  When 
this  money  came  to  be  circulated  in  Ireland, 
great  clamour  was  raised  against  it,  and  the 

Cliament,  which  met  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
, came  to  these  resolutions  : 

“ That  the  importing  and  uttering  of  copper 
half-pence  and  farthings,  by  virtue  of  Wood's 
patent,  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  revenue, 
destructive  of  trade,  and  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence to  the  rights  of  the  subject : That  the 
state  of  the  nation  had  been  misrepresented  to 
the  king,  in  order  to  obtain  the  patent : That 
the  half-pence  wanted  weight ; and,  though  the 
terms  of  the  patent  had  been  complied  with, 
there  would  have  been  a loss  to  the  nation  of 
150/.  per  cent.  That  it  had  been  always  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  kingdom  to  grant  the  power 
of  coinage  to  private  persons,  and  would  at  all 
times  be  of  dangerousconsequences.” 

Addresses  from  both  Houses,  agreeable  to 
these  Resole  ,on9,  were  transmitted  to  the 
king,  who,  in  Answer  to  the  Commons,  said, 
He  was  very  much  concerned,  that  his  granting 
the  patent  for  coining  of  half-pence  and  far- 
thiogs,  agreeable  to  the  practice  of  his  royal 
predecessors,  had  given  so  much  uneasiness  to 
the  House  of  Commons ; nnd,  if  there  bad  been 
any  abuses  committed  by  the  patentee,  his  Ma- 
jesty would  give  the  necessary  orders  for  in- 
quiring into,  and  punishing  those  abuses,  and  do 
every  thing,  that  was  in  his  power,  for  the  satis- 
faction of  his  peopie.  Pursuant  to  this  answer 
(for  which  theCommons  returned  an  Address 
of  Thanks)  the  affair  was  referred  to  the  lords 
of  the  privy-council  in  England,  by  whom  a 
report  of  it  was  drawn  up  in  July  the  nest 
year.  In  this  Report  they  justified  the  con- 
duct of  the  patentee,  and  observed  that,  his 
Majesty  having  ordered  that  an  essay  should 
be  made  of  the*  fineness,  value,  and  weight  . of 
Mr.  Wood's  copper  money,  and  the  goodness 
thereof,  compared  with  the  former  coinages  of 
copper  money  for  Ireland,  and  the  copper 
money  coined  in  his  mint  in  England,  it  had 
been  accordingly  referred  to  sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Mr.  Southwell,  and  Mr.  Scroope,  to  make  the 
assay  and  trial ; and  it  appeared.  That  the  Pix 
of  the  copper-monies  coined,  at  Bristol  by.  Mr. 
Wood  for  Ireland,  containing  the  trial  pieces, 
which  was  sealed  and  locked  up  at  the  time  of 
coining,  was  opened  at  his  Majesty's  mint  at 
the  Tower:  That  the  comptroller’s  account  of 
the:  quantities  of  half-pence  and  farthings 
coined, 

Vol.  VIII. 


amounting  to  59  tons,  3 hundred,  1 quarter, 
11  pounds,  and  4 ounces  : That  by  the  speci- 
mens of  this  coinage,  which  had  from  time  to 
time  been  taken  from  the  several  parcels 
coined,  and  sealed  up  in  papers,  and  put  into 
the  Pix,  60  half-pence  weighed  14  oonces  troy, 
and  18  penny-weights,  which  is  about  a quarter 
of-  an  ounce  above  one  pound  weight  averdu- 
pois  ; and  30  farthings  weighed  3 ounces  and  3 
quarters  of  an  ounce  troy,  and  46  grains ; 
which  is  also  above  the  weight  required  by  the 
patent : That  both  half-pence  and  farthings, 
when  heated  red  hot,  spread  thin  under  the 
hammer,  without  cracking : That  the  copper, 
of  which  Mr.  Wood's  coinage  is  made,  is  of  the 
same  goodness  and  value  with  the  copper,  of 
which  the  copper  money  is  coined  in  ins  Ma- 
jesty’s mint  for  England,  and  worth,  in  the 
market,  about  13-pence  per  pound  weight  aver- 
dupois : That  a pound  of  copper  wrought  into 
bars  and  fillets,  and  made  fit  for  coinage,  before 
brought  into  the  mint  at  the  Tower  of  London, 
is  worth  18  pence  per  pound,  and  always  costs 
as -much,  and  is  coined  into  23  pence  of  copper 
money  by  tale  for  England.  That  the  half- 
pence and  farthings  coined  by  Mr.  Wood, 
when  compnred  with  the  copper  money  coined 
for  Ireland  in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  2,  king 
James  2,  and  king  William  and  queen  Mary, 
considerably  exceeds  them  all  in  goodness,  fine- 
ness, and  value  of  the  copper,  none  of  them 
bearing  the  lire  so  well,  not  being  malleable, 
wasting  very  much  in  the  fire,  nnd  great  part 
of  them  burning  into  a cinder  of  little  or  no 
value  at  all.  The  fact  beiug  thus  proved  to  be 
on  the  side  of  Mr.  Wood,  the  lords  Committees 
shew,  that  his  Majesty's  royal  predecessors  al- 
ways exercised  the  undoubted  prerogative  of 
granting  patents  for  copper  coinage  in  Ireland 
to  private  persons,  none  of  which  patents  were 
equally  beneficial  to  that  kingdom,  nor  so  well 
guarded  with  proper  covenants  and  conditions 
for  the  Hue  execution  of  the  powers  thereby 
granted,  as  this  of  Mr.  Wood,  though  the  vali- 
dity of  these  patents,  and  a due  compliance 
.with  them,  was  never  in  any  one  instance  till 
this  time  disputed  or  controverted.  They  then 
prove,  that  Sir.  Wood's  patent,  was  not,  as  had 
been  suggested  in  Ireland,  obtained  clandes- 
tinely, in  an  unprecedented  manner,  but  alter 
a reference  to  the  attorney  nnd  solicitor-gene- 
ral, and  after  sir  Isaac  Newton  had  been  con- 
sulted in  all  the  steps  of  settling  it.  In  the 
last  place  they  made  it  plainly  appear  by  a 
cloud  of  witnesses,  that  there  wns  a real  want 
of  small  money  in  Ireland,  to  make  small  pay- 
ments. But,  Mr.  Wood  having,  in  compliance 
with  the  clamour  industriously  .raised  against 
his  coinage,  proposed  to  reduce  his  coinage 
from  100,000/.  to  40,000/.  value,  it  was  thought 
fit  to  accept  of  it,  and  to  send  directions  to 
Ireland  accordingly. 

On  the  10th  of  October  died  earl  Oowper, 
eminent  for  bis  integrity  in  the  discharge  of  the 
office  of  lord  chancellor,  which  he  had  twice 
filled.  There  may  have,  been  chancellors  of 
of  more 
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knowledge  in  the  laws  of  En^and.  His  judg- 
ment was  quick,  nnd  yet  solid.  His  eloquence 
manly,  but  flowing.  His  manner  graceful  and 

The  King  was  still  at  Hanover,  when  lie 
heard  of  the  duke  of  Orleans'  death,  who,  under 
the  title  of  prime  minister,  governed  France 
as  absolutely  as. lie  had  done  during  the  mino- 
rity uf lewis  Ja. King  George  was  much  con- 

cerned at  the  news;  The  mutual  esteem  they 
had  for  each  other,  their  circumstances  and  in- 
terests, which  were  not  unlike,  begot  a Arm 
friendship  between  them,  whereof  they  gave  on 
all  occasions  the  most  effectual  proofs.  The 
duke  died  of  an  apoplexy  in  the  50th  year  of  his 
age,  and  according  to  his  desire,  hefore  his  de- 
cease, the  duke  of  Bourbon  was  nominated 

**  As  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  might 
occasion  great  alterations,  and  as  it  was  uncer- 
tain whether  the  new  minister  would  enter  into 
the  views  of  Ills  predecessor,  the  King  hastened 
his  return  to  England.  Being  detained  by  con- 
trary winds  some  days  in  Holland,  he  received 
there  assurances,  from  the  part  of  France,  of 
the  good  disposition  of  that  court,  to  cultivate, 
and  even  improve,  the  union  established  by  the 
late  duke  of  Orleans,  between  the  two  states. 
The  King  came'  to  London  the  19th  of  De- 


* Ori  the  5th  of  Dec.  Lord  Townshend  wrote 
the  following  Letter  to  Mr.  Robert  Walpole: 


“ Dear  Sir;  Hanover,  Dec.  5,  1723. 

“ I believe  you  will  be  surprized  at  the  King’s 
having  taken  the  resolution  to  set  out  for  Eng- 
land on  tho  16th  of  tills  month,  N.  S.  for  which 
reason  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  acquaint  you 
in  what  manner  that  affair  has  passed.  While 
tlie  King  was  at  the  Gohrde,  being  unwilling  to 
interrupt  his  good  humour,  with  proposing  any 
thing  so  disagreeable,  as  I apprehended  a 
speedy  return  to  England  might  be,  I ventured 
iio  further,  than  to  give  him  in  a paper,  stating 
the  times  on  which  the  moon-light  nights  fell. 
But  upon  his  coming  back  to  thii  place,  I 
found  tlie  universal  bent  of  the  Germans  strong 
for  keeping  him  here,  till  the  full  moon  of  the 
10th  January,  N.  S.  and  fearing  lest  any  acci- 
dent of  contrary  winds  or  frosts  might  detain 
him  so  long  in  Holland,  that  the  parliament  (al- 
lowing the  necessary  time  for  summoning  it, 
and  for  concerting  the  operations  of  the  session) 
might  not  be  able  to  meet  before  February ; I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  his  Majesty, 
the  possible  inconvenience  that  might  arise  from 
his  delaying  his  journey  so  long,  which  I chose 
to  reduce  to  writing,  in  the  form  you  will  see 
in  tlie  inclosed.  This  letter,  far  from  causing 
any  uneasiness,  as  1 apprehended,  had  so  good 
an  effect,  that  the  King,  without  saying  any 
tiling  to  me,  sent  for  the  marechal  the  next 
day,  and  ordered  him  to  make  die  necessary 
dispositions  for  bis  beginning  the  journey  on  the 
16th  instant,  N.  S. 

“ I am 


SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  SIXTH  PAR- 
LIAMENT OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

TAe  King’s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Session^ 
January -9,  1724.  The  Parliament  being  met, 
the  King  went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  nod  the 
Commons  attending,  the  Lord  Chancellor  read 
liia  Majesty’s  Speech  to  both  Houses,  as  fol- 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I cannot  open  this  session,  without  con- 
gratulating you  upon  the  success  of  your  endea- 
vours, Inst  year,  for  the  safety,  interest,  and 
honour  of  tlie  kingdom : The  rise  of  public 
credit,  die  flourishing  condition  of  our  trade 
and  manufactures,  and  the  geueral  tranquillity 
of  my  people,  are  the  happy  consequences  of 
your  prudent  resolutions.  It  is  to  he  hoped, 
that  the  few  examples,  which  were  made  of 
some  notorious  offenders,  will  he  sufficient  to 
deter  die  most  disaffected  from  engaging  in  the 
like  desperate  and  wicked  practices.  The  aug- 
mentation you  thought  fit  to  make  to  our  na- 
tional forces,  by  sea  and  land,  has  not  only  se-  I, 
cured  the  general  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  against  '| 
any  sudden  attempts,  or  insurrections,  but  has  1 
also  given  me  such  weight  and  credit  in  all  fo-  1| 
reign  negotiations,  as  greatly  contribute  to-  | 

January,  O.  S.  somewhat  of  the  earliest  for  1 
bringing  the  Parliament  together  after  the  ho-  “ 
lydays;  but  it  is  his  Majesty's  present  inten-  , 
lion,  they  should  meet  to  do  business  on  the 
9th;  and  I beg  you  would  suspend  your  judg-  ,'i 
rnent  on  this  resolution,  till  I have  an  oppor-  8 
tunity  to  acquaint  you  with  the  reasons,  which 
made  so  early  a day  appear  advisable.  I hope 
this  good  may'at  least  be  expected  from  it,  that 
the_time  of  the  Parliament’s  meeting  being 
known  before  Christinas,  will  give  new  life  to 
the  city,  and  animate  public  credit.  You  will  " 
easily  imagine,  that  the  King’s  taking  this  reso- 
lution, has  been  highly  disagreeable  totheGer- 
mans,  and  the  more  so,  from  their  having  no  1 
notice  or  participation  in  it.  But  I never  saw 
any.one  more  oveijpyed  than  the  duchess  upon 
this  occasion  ; and  if  I had  had  any  other  view 
besides  the  King's  service,  I could  not  have  . 
made  my  court  more  effectually  with  her,  than 
by  this  step.  The  only  objection  and  clamour  f 
which  the  most  discontented  on  this  side  pre- 
tend to  raise  is,  that  we  hazard  his  Majesty’s  ■ 
person  too  much,  by  prbposing  to  undertake  the 
voyage  so  long  niter  the  full  moon,  when  the  'j 
former  part  of  the  night  is  entirely  dark.  But 
besides,  that  his  Majesty  did  once  before  set 
out  some  days  after  the  full  moon,  and  that  he 
is  always  liable  to  be  detained  by  contrary 
winds,  till  part  of  the  moon  is  spent,  his  Ma- 
jesty himself  told  me,  when  I gave  him  (he  1 
paper  on  that  subject  at  the  Gohrde,  that  he 
had  no  regard  to  the  moonlight  nights. 

“ His  Majesty  desires  you  would  take  care, 
that  there  may  he  as  little  concourse  of  noisy 
■it*  toffilfll"  tlf W Wpitg] 1 bV  <Sfi!  the  road  to 
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wards  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  Europe. 
“ Gentlemen  of  t.lie  House  of  Commons, 

“ I will  order  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before 
you  the  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  current 

S-.  I desire  such  supplies  only,  us  you  shall 
absolutely  necessary  for  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  the  security  of 
my  people ; and  those,  I hope,  may  he  raised 
without  laying  any  additional  charge  or  burden 
on  my  subjects. 


London  as  possible.  J.(  he  should  pass  through 
the  city  or  the  park,  any  thing  of  that  kind 
would  he  more  exciiseable,  though  it  is  what  he 
desires  entirely  to  avoid.”  ' Core's  Walpole, 
Correspondence,  vol.  2,  p.  293. 

The  Letter  to  the  King  alluded  to  in  the 
above,  was  as  follows  : 

“ Sire,  Hanover,  Nov.  30, 1723. 

“I  hope  your  Majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  pardon  the  liberty  I take,  in  pre- 
suming to  lay  before  you  my  unbiassed  thoughts, 
on  the  subject  of  your  Majesty’s  journey  to 
England.  I have  chosen  to  reduce  them  into 
writing,  for  no  other  reason,  but  beenuse  I 
thought  I could  state  them  clearer  that  way, 
than  by  word  of  mouth.  I beg  leave  to  assure  | 
your  Majesty,  that  I have  no  other  view  in  do-  | 
ing  it,  than  to  set  this  matter  in  the  clearest 
light  for  your  Majesty’s' determination,  sub-  1 
mining  it  entirely  to  your  Majesty,  as  I am  in 
duly  bound,  to  help  forward  and  facilitate 
whatever  resolution  your  Majesty  in  your  great 
wisdom,  shall  think  proper  to  take  upou  this 
and  upon  all  other  occasions. 

“ The  parliament  stands  prorogued  at  pre- 
sent to  the  19th  of  November,  O.  S.  which  is 
the  30th,  N.  S.  and  your  Majesty  has  already 
given  farther  directions  to  have  it  prorogued  to 
the  17th,  O.  S.  which  is  the  28th  of  December, 
N.  S.  The  neat  full  moon  is  on  the  last  day 
of  November,  O.  S.  which  is  the  11th  of  De- 
cember, N.  S.  and  as  the  moon  rises  but  three 

Cirters  of  an  hour  later  one  night  than  ano- 
C,  this  moon  will  give  light  for  seven  or  eight 
nights  after,  sufficient  to  prevent  any  danger  of 
running  on  the  coasts  of  England.  Should 
your  Majesty,  therefore,  set  out  from  Hanover 
about  the  I4tb  or  15th  of  December,  N.  S. 
you  may  propose  to  embark  about  tbe  17th  or 
18tb,  which  is  the  6th  or  7th,  O.  S.  and,  hav- 
ing the  benefit  of  ibis  moon,  may  hope  to  land 
in  England  a week  or  ten  days  before  the  time 
to  which  tbe  parliament  will  then  stand  pro- 
rogued. By  which  menns,  before  that  proro- 
gation expires,  a proclamation  may  he  pub- 
lished for  proroguing  it  farther  to  about  the 
10th  of  January,  O.  S.  which  is  the  21st,  N.  S. 
giving  notice  that  it  shall  meet  to  do  business  at 
that  time,  which  will  be  at  a proper  and  con- 
venient distance  after  the  Christmas  holidays, 
and  your  servants  will  have  full  time  enough  to 
concert  the  measures  necessary  for  the  conduct 
of  the  sessions.  The  time  of  the  parliament's 
meeting  thus  early,  being  once  settled  and 
hnowD,  wi UigitreialmoiS . ikrisMas 


“1  must,  in  a particular  manner,  recommend 
to  your  care  the  public  debts  of  the  kingdom, 
as  the  most  national  concern  you  can  possibly 
take  into  your  consideration.  I am  persuaded 
it  must  be  a very  great  satisfaction  to  all  ciy 
faithful  subjects,  to  see  the  sinking  fifnd  im- 
proved and  augmented,  and  the  debt  of  the  na- 
tion thereby  put  into  a method  of  being  so 
much  tbe  sooner  gradually  reduced  and  paid 


and  spirit  to  the  nation,  as  if  it  were  actually 
assembled  ; and  Mr.  Walpole,  having  already 
assured  your  Majesty,  that  be  can  find  means 
for  continuing  the  payments  of  the  army  and 
fleet  till  alter  the  holidays,  no  inconvenience 
to  the  public  service  can  possibly  ensue. 

“ But  should  your  Majesty  let  slip  this  moon, 
and  wait  for  the  next  of  the  lOth  of  January, 

N.  S.  which  is  the  last  of  December,  O.  S.  no- 
tice cannot  be  given  at  next  prorogation,  of  the 
parliament  being  to  meet  the  10th,  to  do  busi- 
ness ; because,  even  supposing  your  Majesty 
should  have  the  quickest  passage  possible,  your 
Majesty  cannot  he  in  London  tiil  the  3rd  or 
4th  of  January,  which  is  the  14th  or  15th,  N.  8. 
and  the  parliament  being  prorogued  to  tbe  10th, 

O.  S.  it  will  be  impossible  to  open  the  parlia- 
ment at  the  time  appointed;  buc  your  Majesty 
must  inevitably  prorogue  it  at  least  for  a fort- 
night longer,  which  will  delay  the  opening  of 
the  parliament  to  the  latter  end  of  January,  ox 
beginning  of  February.  But  yet  the  parlia- 
ment, requiring  three  weeks  notice  at  least, 
cannot  be  brought  together  till  some  time  in 
February ; and  it  not  being  certain,  whether 
the  payments  abovementiuned,  can  be  conti- 
nued thus  long,  there  will  be  evident  danger  of 
involving  the  public  sen-ice  in  such  difficulties, 
as  may  very  much  affect  public  credit,  and  oc- 
casion the  greatest  uneasiness  throughout  tlie 

“ But  should  it  farther  happen,  that  the  frosts 
should  set  in  about  that  time  in  Holland, which 
may  naturally  be  apprehended,  no  one  is  able 
to  foresee  how  long  yohr  Majesty’s  passage 
may  be  delayed,  nor  what  the  consequence  of 
such  a delay  may  be.  The  public  supplies 
(which  are  grunted  only  from  Christmas  to 
Christmas)  being  exhausted,  every  brunch  of 
the  public  service  must  be  at  a stand  : tbe  par- 
liament must  meet  late,  and  probably  in  ill 
temper,  and  the  session  must  unavoidably  ba 
protracted  to  the  middle  of  thesummer  months. 

“ After  haying  thus  stated  to  your  Majesty, 
with  the  greatest  deference  and  submission,  tne 
inconveniences  which,  it  appears  to  me,  may 
occur  from  possible  accidents  and  delays,  I 
once  more  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty, 
that  though  1 bave  taken  tbe  liberty  to  give 
my  opinion,  yet  whatever  resolution  your  Ma- 
jesty sbnll  take,  I shall  most,  cheerfully,  and 
with  the  utmost  readiness  and  submission,  do 
all  in  my  power  towards  rendering  it  practica- 
ble and  easy ; haviug  no  other  view  ur  desiffe 
than  that  of  conducting  your  Majesty’s  affairs 
on  all  occasions,  in  .such  maimer  as  may  be 
rmast-teiryiiiuriowftiifiiviMiajBd  .satisfaction." 
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off:  It  would  be  a work  truly  worthy  of  a 
British  parliament,  to  begin  this  commendable 
undertaking,  and  to  make  such  a progress 
therein,  ns,  with  a strict  regard  to  public  faith 
and  private  property,  may  pave  the  way  to  this 
great  and  desirable  end. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ In  the  present  happy  situation  of  our  af-; 
fairs,  I have  nothing  more  to  recommend  to 
you,  than  tbat  you  would  make  use  of  the  op- 
portunity, which  your  own  good  conduct  has 
put  into  your  hands,  in  considering  of  such 
farther  taws,  as  may  he  wanting  for  the  ease 
and  encouragement  of  trade  and  navigation, 
for  the  employment  of  the  poor,  and  for  the 
exciting  and  encouraging  a spirit  of  iudustry  in 
tiie  nation. 

“ I am  fully  satisfied,  that  the  trade  and 
wealth  of  my  people  are  the  happy  effects  of 
the  liberties  they  enjoy,  and  that  the  grandeur 
of  the  crown  consists  in  their  prosperity;  and 
I am  as  fully  persuaded,  that  all,  who  wish 
well  to  their  country,  must  agree  with  me, 
that  it  is  the  vainest  of  all  delusions  to  imagine, 
that  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  this 
kingdom,  can  ever  be  secured,  but  by  support- 
ing the  preseut  establishment,  and  maintainiag 
the  succession  in  the  Protestant  line.  Let  us 
therefore  heartily  join  in  every  thing,  that  may 
tend  to  promote  our  mutual  happiness,  and  to 
extinguish  the  hopes  of  those,  who  long  have 
been,  and  still  are  restless  in  their  endeavours 
to  subject  this  nation  to  the  whole  train  of 
miseries,  that  are  inseparable  from  Popery  and 
arbitrary  power.” 

The  Lords’  Address  of  Thanks .]  The  King 
being  withdrawn,  the  Lords  resolved  to  pre- 
sent an  Address  of  Thanks  to  his  Majesty, 
which  being  drawn  up,  and  agreed  to,  was, 
the  next  day,  presented  to  his  Majesty,  as 
follows  : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  humbly  return  your 
Majesty  the  Thanks  of  this  House  for  your 
Majesty’s  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne;  and  for  your  gracious  acceptance 
of  our  sincere  endeavours  for  your  service 
during  the  last  session.  We  cannot  in  justice 
but  acknowledge,  that  the  prosperous  and 
flourishing  condition,  and  the  present  tran- 
quillity of  the  kingdom,  are  the  natural  effects 
ol’ your  Majesty's  wise  and  steady  government. 
Your  Mgjesty’s  powerful  influence  in  all  your 
foreign  negotiations,  towards  the  preservation 
of  the  general  peace,  gives  us  very  great  satis- 
faction. We  beseech  your.Majesty  to  believe 
nothing  can  be  dearer  to  us,  thau  your  honour; 
and  chat  we  cannot  think  any  thing  of  greater 
importance  than  the  enabling  your  Majesty 
to  maintain  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

“ We  humbly  beg  leave,  with  hearts  full  of 
duty  and  gratitude,  to  acknowledge  your  Ma- 
jesty’s paternal  care  and  tenderness,  in  desiring 
the  ease  of r : yaitii  tpn^phi,  ifrwu  'sll'  UBDeceseury ■ 
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burdens,  and  your  inexpressible  goodness  in 
declaring  from  the  throne  your  full  satisfaction, 
that  (he  trade  and  wealth  of  your  people  are 
happy  effects  of  the  liberties  they  ■enjoy;  and 
■that  the  grandeur  of  your  crown  consists  in  the 
prosperity  of your  subjects.  We  beg  your  Ma- 
jesty to  believe,  that  nothing  shall'  be  ever 
wunting  on  our  pnrt,  that  can  tend  to  the 
increase  of  your  Majesty’s  happiness  and  glory; 
and  that  we  are  firmly  and  unanimously 
resolved,  with  aur  lives  and  fortunes,  to  main- 
tain our  present  happy  establishment,  as  the 
only  solid  foundation,  upon  which  we  can  hope 
for  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  our  religion,  laws 
and  liberties.” 

The  King’s  Answer.]  His  Majesty’s  Answer 
was  as  follows : 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ I give  you  my  hearty  thnnks  for  this  duti- 
ful and  loyal  Address,  Your  affectionate  con- 
cern for  my  honour  and  liappiness  is  very 
acceptable  to  me.  Be  assured  it  shall  he  my 
constant  care  to  preserve  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  my  people.” 

The  Commons'  Address  cf  Thanks .]  The 
Commons  being  returned  to  their  House,  the 
lord  Finch  moved,  and  being  seconded  it  was 
resolved,  nem.  con.  That  an  humble  Address  bfe 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  which  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to,  and  on  the  lltb,  presented 
by  the  whole  House,  as  follows : 

* Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

“ Your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  parlia- 
ment assembled,  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your 
Majesty  upon  your  safe  and  happy  return  into 
these  kingdoms;  and  most  humbly  desire  your 
Majesty  to  accept  the  unfeigned  thanks  of  this 
House,  for  your  Majesty’s  most  gracious  speech 
from  the  throne.  As  your  Majesty  is  pleased 
to  found  the  grandeur  of  your  crown  in  the 
security  of  the  liberties  of  your  people,  and 
your  glory  in  promoting  their  prosperity ; so 
they,  in  return,  must  be  excited,  by  all  the 
ties  of  duty  and  gratitude,  to  build  their  hap- 
piness upon  the  firm  and  unshaken  principles 
of  loyalty  and  affection  to  your  Majesty’s  most 
saored  person  and  government. 

“ It  is  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  Commons  to  find,  that  the  loy- 
alty of  their  resolutions  and  the  justice  of 
their  proceedings,  in  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament, iiave  been  attended  with  all  the  happy 
consequences  they  expected  from  them ; and 
now  have  been  rewarded  with  your  Majesty's 
royal  approbation. 

“ We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that 
we  shall  readily  apd  cliearfully  raise  all  such 
supplies,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  support  the 
honour  of  your  Majesty’s  government,  and 
secure  the  tranquillity  of  these  kingdoms. 

“ We  are  highly  sensible  of  your  Majesty's 
goodness  to  all  your  people,  in  recommending, 
particularly  at  this  time,  to  our  consideration 
tltCiif abliii  dtlbhi.'uf  lhi-  ktagdoiri<ptwhich  are  to 
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provided  for  guards  and  garrisons  in  Great 
Britain, and  for  Jfersey  and  Guernsey,  for  the 
year  1784,  including  1815  invalids,  be  18864 
men,  commission  and  non-commission  officers 
included.  2.  That  a sum  not  exceeding 
655,668 1.  8j.  Id.  be  granted  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  said  18264  men,  for  the  year 
1724.” 

Jan.  23.  The  above  Resolutions,  being  re- 
ported, were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


heavy  n load,  and  so  much  a national  concern, 
llial  we  should  be  wanting  to  ourselves,  if  we 
did  not  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will  use 
our  utmost  endeavours  to  improve  and  aug- 
ment the  sinking  fond,  and  thereby  put  the 
national  debt  into  a method  of  being  gradually 
reduced  and  paid,  without  any  violation  of 
poliiic  faith,  or  infringement  of  private  pro- 
perty : And  as  your  Majesty  is  pleased  to  en- 
courage onr  attempting  so  great  and  noble  a 
design;  so  we  are  fully  persuaded,  that  the 
wisdom  nud  steadiness  of  your  Majesty's  go- 
vernment will  enable  us  to  perfect  this  great 
undertaking. 

“ We  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  know  of 
no  other  safety,  under  God,  for  our  trade  and 
wealth,  liberty  and  property,  religious  and  civil 
rights,  but  the  security  of  yourMajesty'ssacred 
person  and  government,  mid  the  succession  in 
your  royal  House;  which  we  will  always  sup- 
port and  maintain  against  any  traiterous  at- 
tempt whatsoever;  being  truly  sensible  of  the 
blessings  we  enjuy  under  your  Majesty's  most 
gracious  and  happy  Government,  which  has 
hitherto  preserved  us  from  all  those  miseries, 
experience  bus  taught  us,  are  inseparable  from 
Popery  aud  arbitrary  power." 

The  King's  Answer.]  To  this  Address  hie 
Majesty  returned  the  following  Answer : 

“ Gentlemen; 

“ I return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this 
dutiful  and  loyal  Address : The  wisdom  and 
resolution  of  this  parliament  have  principally 
contributed  to  our  present  happy  situation  ; 
and  the  perseverance  of  my  faithful  Commons, 
with,  the  same  zeal  and  unanimity,  in  the  dis- 
patch of  the  public  business,  will  be  the  surest 
means  of  improving  this  favourable  opportu- 
nity to  the  best  advantage,  for  the  honour  and 
interest  of  thekingdom.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  the  Num- 
ber of  Land-Forces.]  January  22.  The  Com- 
mons in  a Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  Supply,  read  the  Estimates  of  the  Charge 
of  the  Guards,  Garrisons,  aud  Lnud-Porces, 
and  Mr.  Treby  moved  for  keeping  up  the 
same  number  of  troops  for  the  year  1724,'  us 
were  maintained  the  year  before.  This  oc- 
casioned a warm  debate  which  lasted  five 
hours.  Mr.  Treby  was  supported  by  Mr.  R. 
Walpole.  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Doddiug'ton,  Mr. 
Yopge,  Mr.  Thomas  Broderick,  lord  Finch, 
seijeant  Miller,  Mr.  St.  John  Broderick,  Mr. 
Docminique,  andJMr.  Polteney.  But  sir  Wilfrid 
Jawsoii,  who  was  supported  by  lord  Morpeth, 
Mr.  Bromley,  sir  Thomas  Flnnmer,  Mr.  Sloper, 
Mr.  Shippen.  lion.  Mr.  Verney,  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford,  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr.  Jefferies,  Mr. 
Walter  Plummer,  and  Mr.  Hutcheson,  insisted, 
That  the  additional  troops  raised  the  last  year 
sliould  be  disbanded,  because  there  was,  at  this 
bme,  no  apparent  occasion  for  so  great  a num- 
ber of  forces.  But  the  question  being  pat 
“poo  the  morion,  it  was  enrried  in  tlie  affirma- 
tUe  by  340  votes  against  100  ; and  resolved, 
L “ That  thelmtokei1  oP  e&Ki*fe  xdfch l.filMt®1 
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February  13.  Mr.  Farrer,  actording  to  order, 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of 
that  part  of  his  Majesty’s  Speech,  which  relates 
to  the  National  Debt,  the  following  Resolu- 

1.  “That,  towards  lessening  the  public 
debts  and  incumbrances,  the  annuities  payable 
after  the  rate  of  5/.  per  centum  per  annum, 
and  charged  on  the  general  fund  by  a clause  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  of  the  fifth  year  of  his 
Majesty's  reign,  intituled,1  An  net  for  granting 
1 to  his  Majesty  an  aid,  by  a land  tax,  to  be 
1 raised  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1719,  other  than,  and  except,  such  of 
them  as  have  been  subscribed  into  the  capital 
stock  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  be  redeemed, 
aud  paid  off,  at  Lady-day  1724. 

2.  “ That  all  the  principal,  and  interest  after 
the  rate  of  6 1.  per  centum  per  annum,  pay- 
able for  or  on  the  several  stnnding  orders  made, 
or  to  be  made,  for,  on  in  respect  of,  the  blank- 
tickets  only  in  the  Lottery  for  1,400,0007. 
granted  for  the  service  of  the  year  1714,  which 
shall  remain  due,  and  iu  arrear,  at  Lady-day 
1724,  other  than,  and  except,  so  much  thereof 
as  has  been  subscribed  into  the  capital  stock 
of  the  South  Sea  Company,  be  tbeu  paid  off, 
and  discharged. 

3.  “ That  so  much  of  the  monies  arisen,  or 
to  arise,  at  or  before  Lady-day  1724,  of  or  for 
the  surpluses,  excesses,  or  overplus-monies, 
commonly  called  the  sinking  fund,  and  then 
remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  as  will  be  neces- 
sary to  redeem,  and  pay  off,  the  said  annuities 
principal  and  interest ; and  also  to  redeem  the 
two  annuities,  which,  by  the  act,  of  the  ninth 
year  of  his  Majesty’s  reign,  intituled,  4 An  Act 
‘ for  redeeming  certain  annuities,  payable  by 
‘ the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  England  at  the 
1 rale  of  five  pounds  per  cent,  per  nnn.'  were 
enacted  to  be  redeemed  at  Lady-day  1724; 
shall  be  issued,  applied,  and  disposed  of,  for 
completing  such  redemptions  and  payments,  as 
aforesaid,  in  the  first  place ; aud,  subject 
thereto,  to  the  same  uses  as  they  are  now  ap- 
propriated to  by  any  former  act  or  acts  of  Par- 
liament. 

4.  “ That,  tuwarris  lessening  the  Public 

Debts  and  incumbrances,  the  principal  sum  of 
1,775,0271.  17 1.  lOJrf.  now  owing  to  the  go- 
vernor and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  lieu  ofcertain  Exchequer-Bills,  formerly  by 
them  delivered  op,  and  cancelled  ; and  which, 
Bjf  ' third  year  of 


8T9]  PARL.  HISTORY,  10  Geohge  I.  172'k —Order  respecting  Protections.  [3Stf 


his  Majesty’s  reign,  intituled, 4 An  Act  for  re- 
‘ deeming  several  funds  of  ihe  Governor  and 

* Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  pursuant 
‘ to  former  provisoes  of  redemption  ; and  for 

* securing  to  them  several  new  funds  or  allow- 

* ances,  redeemable  by  Parliament ; and  for 

* obliging  them  to  advance  further  sums,  not 
‘ exceeding  2,500,000/.  at  five  pounds  per  cen- 
trum, as  shall  be  found  necessary  to  be  em- 
‘ ployed  in  lessening  the  national  debts  and  in- 
‘ cumbrances  ; nnd  for  continuing  certain  pro- 
‘ visions  formerly  made  for  the  expences  of 

* his  Majesty’s  civil  government ; and  for  pay- 
‘ ment  of  annuities  formerly  purchased  at  the 

* rate  of  five  pounds  per  cent. ; and  for  other 
‘ purposes  in  this  act  mentioned  ;’  was  to  be 
attended  with  an  anuuity  of  88, 751/.  7s,  10 \d. 
being  after  the  rate  of  it.  per  cent,  per  anu. ; 
and  to  be  redeemable  by  parliament  upon  a 
year’s  notice  ; be  paid  off,  and  redeemed  at 
the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of  St.  John  Baptist, 
which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1725,  ac- 
cording to  the  proviso  or  power  of  redemption 
contained  in  the  same  act,  for  that  purpose.” 

The  said  Resolutions,  being  severally  read  a 
second  time,  were  agreed  unto  by  the  House, 
and  a Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  three  first  of  the  said  Resolutions. 

Order  of'  the  Commons  respecting  Protec- 
tions.J  Feb.  18.  The  Commons  took  into  con- 
dideration,  the  Lists  of  Protections  lnid  before 
the  House  by  the  secondaries  of  the  two  comp- 
ters of  London,  and  the  under-sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Middlesex.  And  theStanding  Order 
of  the  House  of  the  3 1st  of  January  1718  was 
rend  accordingly,  and  is  as  followed),  vis. 

* Ordered  new.  con. 

‘ Tlint  all  Protections  and  Written  Certifi- 
‘ cates  of  the  Members  of  this  House  be  de- 
t clared  void  in  law,  nnd  be  forthwith  with- 

* drawn  and  called  in  ; and  that  none  be  grant- 

* ed  for  the  future  ; and  that  if  any  shall  be 
‘ granted  by  any  member,  such  member  shall 
‘ make  satisfaction  to  the  parly  injured,  and 
‘ shall  he  liable  to  the  censure  of  this  House.' 
Upon  which  it  was  ordered,  nem.  con. 

“ That  the  said  Standing  Order  be  reprinted 
and  published  by  setting  up  the  same  in  the 
Lobby  at  the  House  door,  at  Westminster-Hall 
gate,  and  at  the  several  courts  in  Westminster 
Hall,  and  at  the  inns  of  court  and  inns  of  chan- 
cery, and  at  the  Royal-Exchange,  and  at  the  two 
Ooinpters  in  London ; and  that  the  knights  and 
commissioners  of  the  shires  do  send  copies 
thereof  to  the  sheriffs  of  their  respective  coun- 
ties, and  the  citizens  to  their  respective  cities, 
and  the  burgesses  and  commissioners  of  the 
boroughs  to  their  respective  boroughs.'’, 

Petition  from  the  Sufferers  by  the  Bahama 
Project.]  Feb".  21.  Sir  John  Guise  presented 
to  the  Commons  a Petition  of  sir  Gustavus 
Hume,  and  George  Pratt,  esq.  and  several 
other  persons  who  were  Sufferers  by  becoming 
Adventurers  in  the  Project  for  carrying  on  a 
trade  to  the  Bahamn  Islands,  setting  lord), 

“ That’iineri  about  thu'eranth  -of  Juue-illSQ,- 


a very  large  Subscription  for  money  was  set  on 
foot  and  curried  on,  under  n pretence  of  pro. 
moling  a very  beneficial  trade  to  the  Bahama 
Islands',  and  likewise  for  a sale  of  the  said  Is- 
lands, among  such  persons  as  should  be  induced, 
to  become  sharers  or  adventurers  in  the  said 
project ; and  that  a very  considerable  sum  of 
money  of  about  60,000/.  had  been  subscribed 
and  actually  paid  into  the  hands  of  some  per- 
sons who  were  at  the  bead  of  the  said  project, 
and  did  undertake  to  manage  ami  promote  the 
several  interests  of  the  Petitioners;  and  that 
. from  the  commencement  of  the  said  Subscrip- 
tion to  this  time,  frequent  aud  repeated  appli- 
cations have  been  made  to  the  persons  who 
have  had  the  direction  and  management  of  the 
said  Project;  but  no  manner  of  satisfaction  can 
be  obtained  by  the  Petitioners,  who  apprehend 
that  without  the  interposition  of  this  House 
they  shall  not  be  able  to  recover  the  sums  of 
money  they  were  induced  to  subscribe  and  pBy 
in ; and  prayiug,  The  House  will  take  the  pre- 
mises into  consideration,  and  grant  them  such 
relief  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet.” 

The  said  Petition  rejected .]  After  the  read- 
ing of  this  Petition,  a motion  being  made,  That 
the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  a Committee,  many  members  were  in- 
clined to  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  It.  Walpole  did,  thereupon,  represent, 
That  this  Petition  seemed  intended  to  opeu 
again  the  wounds  of  the  year  1720,  which  the 
Parliament,  with  great  wisdom,  had  endea- 
voured to  heal;  that  if  they  countenanced  such 
a Petition,  they  would  soon  have  a load  of  pe- 
titions of  the  same  nature  brought  upon  them  ; 
and  that  the  law  being  open,  the  Petitioners 
ought  to  seek  their  relief  there,  where  many 
had  already  found  it.  To  this 

The  Lord  Morpeth  replied,  Tlint  the  reject- 
ing of  this  Petition  would  sound  very  ill  with- 
out doors,  nnd  look  as  if  they  screened  their 
own  members ; some  of  whom  were  known  to 
have  been  the  principal  managers  of  the  Ba- 
hama project : 

But  Mr.  Walpole’s  reasons  carried  such 
weight,  tlmt  the  question  being  put  upon  the 
motion,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Order  of  the  Lords  respecting  JVo/ec/iens.l 
February  25.  The  order  of  the  day  being  read 
for  taking  into  consideration  the  several  Lists 
of  Certificates  of  written  Protections,  delivered 
at  the  bar  by  the  Secondaries  of  the  two  Comp- 
ters in  London,  the  under-sheriff  of  Middlesex, 
and  the  high-bailiff  of  Westminster,  which  are 
entered  in  their  respective  offices ; the  standing 
Order  of  the  House  of  the  15th  of  April,  17  J2, 
in  relation  to  certain  written  Protections,  being 
read,  the  following  Order  and  Declaration  was 

“ That  all  the  said  written  Protections  are 
null  and  void;  and  all  other  Protections,  wliich 
shall  be,  at  any  time  hereafter,  given  contrary 
to  the  said  standing  Order,  shall  he  taken  to  be 
null  and  void ; and  that  no  sheriff,  uuder-she- 
■ t i ff,:  d«pa4y n h eiiffj tfccOfliinity Ox  other  officer, 
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■whose  duty  it  is  to  issue  any  legal  process,  or  to 
execute  the'se.me,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  exe- 
ccuted,  shall  receive  or  allow,  or  have  any  re- 
gard to,  or  make  any  entry  in  his  office,  of  any 
written  Protection,  which  is  or  shall  be  signed, 
or  pretended  to  be  signed,  by  any  Lord  oi  this 
House;  but  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  understood  in  any  sort  to  derogate  from 
the  ancient  privilege  of  the  Lords  of  Parlia- 
ment, with  respect  to  their  menial  servants,  and 
those  of  their  family,  as  also  those  employed 
necessarily  and  properly  about  their  estates,  as 
well  as  their  persons,  or  to  expose  to  arrests 
those,  who  are  really  servants  to  them,  as 

aforesaid.” 

Then  it  being  moved,  That  the  same  be  made 
a standing  Order;  ordered,  That  on  Saturday 
next  the  House  will  take  the  said  motion  into 
consideration : Accordingly  on  the  29th  of 
February  the  House  proceeded  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  above-mentioned  motion ; and 
the  same  being  read,  was  ordered  to  be  entered 
on  the  Roll  of  the  standing  Orders  of  the 
House,  and  to  be  forthwith  printed  and  pub- 
lished, and  affixed  on  the  doors  belonging  to  the 
House,  and  Westminster-hall. 

Petition  respecting  Foreign  Cold.]  March 

3.  A Petition  of  several  merchants  and  other 
traders  in  and  about  the  city  of  London,  was 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  read, 
setting  forth: 

“ That  great  quantities  of  Foreign  Gold  and 
English  Broad  Pieces  are  offered  in  payment  to 
the  Petitioners  in  the  common  course  of  trade, 
and  on  inland  bills  of  exchange,  which  if  they 
refuse  to  take  they  are  prevented  receiving 
their  just  debts;  that  when  the  Petitioners 
have  received  such  gold  they  cannot  pay  away 
the  same  for  customs,  excise,  or  uny  other 
taxes,  which  is  a very  great  difficulty  and  hard- 
ship upon  them,  and  a great  obstruction  of 
trade,  and  the  due  circulation  of  money,  and 
therefore  praying,  That  English  Broad  Pieces, 
and  all  foreign  gold  may  lie  prohibited  passing 
in  payment,  or  else  may  be  taken  for  customs, 
excise,  and  all  other  branches  of  the  public  re- 
venue, or  that  the  House  will  afford  them  such 
other  relief  as  shall  seem  meet.’” 


* This  Petition  was  backed  by  the  following 
Paper,  which  was  delivered  to  the  members,  viz. 
“ Reasons  humbly  offered,  to  prohibit  English 
Broad  Pieces  aud  all  Foreign  Gold  from 
passing  in  Payment,  unless  they  ore  taken 
in  all  the  Public  Revenues. 

. L “ Many  persons  that  import  foreign  gold 
pick  out  the  lightest  pieces  to  pass  in  payment, 
end  sell  the  heaviest  by  weight ; which  are  fre- 
quently coined  into  guineas,  and  the  light 
Pieces  are  imposed  upon  the  manufacturers 
®nd  other  traders,  and  when  they  have  been 
forced  to  take  such  gold,  the  same  is  again  im- 
posed upon  others,  aud  such  as  will  not  comply 
therewith  are  kept  put  of  their  money,  .which 

Produce* 
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The  said  Petition  was  ordered  to  he  taken 
into  consideration  on  the  10th  instant. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Mutiny  Bill.] 
March  id.  The  Lords  being  in  a Grand  Com- 
mittee on  the  bill,  ‘For  punishing  Mutiny  and 
Desertioo,'  there  arose  a debate,  upon  the  mo- 
tion made  by 

Lord  Trevor,  for  leaving  out  of  the  number 
of  the  Laud  Forces  to  be  continued,  the  4,000 


amongst  the  people,  and  is  a great  obstruction 
to  trade,  and  the  due  circulation  of  money. 

2.  “ Those  who  have  money  to  pay  on  any 
part  of  the  King’s  revenue,  and  particularly  on 
Dills  of  exchange  to  the  Excise-office,  or  Cus- 
tom-honse,  are  put  to  very  great  difficulties  to 
procure  money  to  answer  die  demands  of  the 
government,  for  though  they  are  obliged  to  re- 
ceive such  gold,  none  of  the  public  officers  be- 
longing to  the  crown  will  receive  it  again,  so 
that  the  traders  are  not  only  under  great  diffi- 
culties, but  the  payments  on  the  revenues  are 
daily  postponed,  which  is  a great  loss  to  the 

3.  “ Foreign  gold,  and  particularly  moidores, 
are  easily  counterfeited,  and  some  are  done  so 
exactly,  that  few  can  distinguish  die  bad  from 
the  good,  and  English  Broad  Pieces  are  often 
dipt.  Such  gold  passing  in  payment  is  a great 
damage  to  the  nation. 

4.  “ In  order  to  prevent  these  great  incon- 
veniencies  it  is  humbly  proposed,  That  English 
Broad  Pieces  and  all  foreign  Gold  whatsoever, 
may  be  prohibited  passing  in  payment,  and 
then  they  will  be  quickly  coined  into  guineas, 
which  will  make  such  an  alteration  in  the  cir- 
culation of  money,  diat  trade,  in  general  will 
quickly  feel  the  good  effects  thereof. 

5.  “ The  objection  that  some  persons  may 
make  to  the  foregoing  proposals  is,  That  it  will 
discourage  the  importation  of  foreign  gold,  bnt 
that  is  only  n vulgar  error,  for  if  the  balance  of 
trade  is  in  our  favour,  there  will  be  no  less 
quantity  of  gold  imported,  which  as  it  comes  in 
will  nnturnlly  go  to  the  Mint  to  be  coined, 
which  has  always  been  the  usual  channel,  till 
of  late  years  they  have  found  this  new  method 
of  picking  out  the  lightest  pieces  and  imposing 
them  upon  the  subjects,  and  melting  the 
heaviest,  or  selling  them  by  weight. 

C.  “ But  if  it  is  thought  that  the  foregoing 
reasons  are  not  sufficient,  bnt  that  it  is  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  nation  that  Broad  Pieces  and 
foreign  gold  should  pass  in  payment,  then  it  is 
humbly  proposed  that  such  gold  shall  be  taken 
for  customs,  excise,  and  nil  payments  what- 
soever that  are  made  to  the  government:  for 
it  seems  unreasonable  that  any  coined  money 
should  pass  in  payment  between  subject  and 
subject,  but  what  will  be  tBken  in  all  the  pub- 
lic revenues. 

“ And  if  it  be  supposed  that  the  currency  of 
foreign  gold  in  the  way  of  trade  promotes  fhe 
importation  thereof,  the  extending  its  currency 

mote  suen  importation.”- 
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additional  men,  raided  the  year  before.  His  her  of  those  kept  on  foot,  after  the  peace' of 
lordship  represented,  That  the  Conspiracy  Ryswick,  in  the  reign  of  king  Willmm  of  gtori- 
mentioned  in  iiis  Mnjesty’sSpecch  at  the  open-  oub  memory ; and  more  numerous,  by  one  third, 
ing  of  the  Inst  session  of  parliament,  which  was  than  in  the  late  Queen’s  reign  after  the  pence 
the  occasion  of  this  augmentation  of  the  Laud  of  Utrecht;  that  they  are  more  than  sufficient 
Forces,  being  happily  extinguished,  and  there-  to  secure  the  government  against  any  sudden 
by  the  cause  of  raising  that  additional  number  ' intestine  commotion ; which  is  the  less  to  be 
removed,  there  was'  not  the  least  pretence  for  ; apprehended  by  reason  of  the  genernl  affection 
continuing  that  number:  That  the  keeping  on  ‘ which  the  people  had  lately  shewn  in  taking 
foot  a greater  army  in  time  of  peace,  than  was  the  oaths,  though  many  of  them  that  took  them 
absolutely  necessary  Tor  the  security  of  the  | were  not  required  to  do  it,  by  the  act  passed 
King’s  person  and  government,  was  very  dan-  the  last  session  ; and  he  was  confident,  that 
gerouk  to  our  happy  constitution:  and,  consi-  except  a few  persons  of  desperate  principles 
deririg  the  great  tranquillity  we  enjoyed,  both  and  fortunes,  who  might  hope  to  fish  in  troubled 
at  heme  and  abroad,  he  could  not  but  appre-  waters,  there  was  nobody  in  England  that  had 
hend  the  number  of  regular  forces,  allowed  by  any  thing  to  lose,  that  wished  for  a revolution, 
this  bill,  to  be  much  greater  than  was  necessary  That  if  we  looked  abroad,  it  appeared,  that  hy 
fot  that  end.  That  if  so  great  an  army  was  the  happy  influence  of  his  Majesty  Vwise  coun- 
allowed  to  be  continued,  iu  our  present  happy  sels,  and  the  good  alliances  that  had  been  en- 
circuinstances,  a Standing  Army  would  there-  j tered  into  and  cemented,  all  Europe  enjoyed  a 
by  become  an  essential  part  of  our  constitution,  j profound  peace,  which,  in  all  probability  would 
since  the  reasons  for  keeping  it  up  in  perpe-  be  lasting:  but  that  in  case  of  a rupture  with 
tuity  would  grow  stronger  every  year,  and  in  : any  neighbouring  prince,  our  fleet,  which  was 
every  succeeding  reign  : for  on  the  one  hand,  1 certainly  the  most  numerous  and  the  best  in  all 
it  cannet,  with  any  probability,  be  foreseen  or  Christendom,  would  defend  us  against  any  fo-  j 
expected,  that  in  any  future  time,  there  will  he  reign  invasion  or  insult.  That  the  pay  of  tfte  I 
less  reason  to  be  given,  than  at  present,  for  4,000  additional  men,  amounted  to  a good  sum  , 
justifying  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  so  great  of  money.  That,  indeed,  at  auother  juncture, 
an  army,  there  being  now  as  little  danger  to  that  expence  might  easily  be  borne;  but  that 
our  present  happy  establishment,  to  be  feared,  in  tire  present  circumstances,  when  the  nation  I 
either  from  insurrections  at  home,  or  by  any  is  involved  in  so  great  a debt,  and  groans  under  i 
disturbance  or  invasions  from  abroad,  as  the  the  load  of  heavy  taxes,  this  additional  charge 
nature  and  instability  of  human  affairs  will  al-  is  very  considerable.  That  his  Majesty,  in  his 
low  of.  And  on  the  other  hand,  if  so  niimer-  gracious  Speech,  at  the  opening  of  this  session 
ous  an  army  be  at  present  allowed  of  in  par-  of  parliament,  having  in  a particular  manner  1 
liament,  no  argument  cun  hereafter  be  urged,  recommended  to  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
for  the  reducing  the  number  in  any  future  reign,  putting  the  National  Debt  in  a method  of  be- 
but  what  will  seem  to  carry  with  it  too  great  a ing  gradually  reduced  and  paid  : It  was  with 
distrust  of  the  prince  then  on  the  throne,  and  the  greatest  satisfaction  lie  took  notice,  that  a 
will  be  construed  to  imply,  that  the  same  con-  progress  had'  already  been  made  in  that  great 
fideoce  is  not  to  be  reposed  in  him,  as  in  his  and  important  undertaking;  and  that, in  order 
predecessors.  His  lordsiiip  added,  It  was  not  to  improve  that  good  beginning,  not  only  the  , 
out  of  any  distrust  he  entertained  either  of  his  pay  of  these  additional  forces,  but  also  all  olher 
Majesty  or  his  ministers,  that  he  was  for  reduc-  needless  expences,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be- 
ing part  of  the  army : that,  on  the  contrary,  he  applied  to  the  increase  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
was  fully  convinced  his  Majesty  will  never  His  lordship  concluded  as  he  had  begun,  with 
make  an  ill  use  of  his  power,  of  which  they  roost  earnest  professions  of  his  sincere  and  en- 
had  a sure  earnest  in  the  moderation  with  tire  affection  for  his  Majesty’s  sacred  person 
which  his  Majesty  had  governed  hitherto : but  and  government,  and  fur  his  royal  family,  ou 
as  they  could  not  promise,  themselves  and  ex-  w hose  prosperity,  under  God,  absolutely  de-  . 
pect,  that  so  good  and  so  just  tv  King  should  pend  bulb  our  present  felicity,  and  the  pre- 
always  fill  the  throne,  it  was  prudence  early  to  servalion  of  our  laws,  liberties,  properties,  and  I 
prevent  the  inconveniences  and  dangers  to  hojv  religion. 

which  our  excellent  constitution  and  liberties  The  Lard  Townshend  answered  lord  Trevor, 
•hould  be  exposed,  in  case,  in  any  succeeding  and  said,  That  he-  agreed  with  that  noble 
reign,  an  ambitious  prince  and  ill  ministers,  lord;  in  some  parts  of  his  speech,  but  was  very  j 
should  have  so  great  a number  of  troops  at  their  I sorry  he  differed  ftom  him  in  others.  That  he 
disposal.  That  it  was  notorious,  that  all  the  ' was  thoroughly  persuaded  of  his  entire  affec- 
states  of  Europe  that  have,  lost  their  liberties,  l tion  to  his  Majesty's  person,  ami  the  present  ' 
have  been  enslaved  by  their  own  armies,  whose  happy  settlement;  nor  did  he,  in  the  least 
officers  and  commanders  growing  every  day  in  doubt,  but  that  he  saw  with  pleasure,  the  pro- 
power,  do,  at  last,  turn  it  against  those  from  gress  that  had  already  been  made  towards  re- 
whom  they  had  at  first  their  commissions  ; of  ducing  the  National  Debt, ’ but  that,  at  the 
which  we  had  a fatal  example  in  England,  still  same  time,  they  ought  to  consider,  that  as  the 
fresh  in  our  memories,  in  the  person  of  Oliver  happy  tranquillity  we  at  present  eojoy,  is,  in 
Cromwell.  . That  besides  the  4, 000  additional  some  measure,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the  go-  I 
men,  the  r^fillS  ft  *#««  pftiSeWcW  not  Vo  weaken  that 

2 , 
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strength, - because  the  Bane  affects  public  credit , 
which.  being  lounded  on  the  security  of  the 
government,  if  tint  security  was  rendered  pre- 
. carious,  they  would  soon  see  the  funds  and 
..stocks  hill  10  or  IS  per  cent,  wlii.  ii  would  ren- 
der the  reduction  of  the  Notional  Debt  altoge- 
i.lbor  impracticable,  since,  it  was  impossible  to 
'reduce  that  debt  otherwise  than  by  public 
credit.  That  it  was  notorious,  that  before  the 
last  augmentation  of  regular  forces,  the  govern- 
.incut  could  nut  form  nud  march  a body  of 
3 or  4,000  men,  against  any  sudden  attempt, 
either  at  home,  or  from  abroad,  without  leav- 
ing the  king's  person,  the  royal  family,  the 
capital  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  fortified  places 
exposed ; and  therefore  the  said  augmentation 
was  become  absolutely  necessary  to  preveot 
these  dangers  and  iuconvenieocies.  That  the 
number  of  troops  now  on  foot  was  not  so  great 
ns  to  afford  any  just  ground  of  jealousy,  since 
the  present  forces  are  much  inferior  to  these 
.the  crown  had  formerly.  That  by  tlie. ancient 
aud  . Gothic  constitution  of  the  government, 
the  king  had  at  his  disposal  the  militia,  of  the 
realm,  which  chiefly  consisted  in  archers,  who 
were  kept  in  constant  discipline  and  exercise, 
the  memory  of  which  is  still  preserved,  there 
being  almost  in  every  village  a place  galled 
liut-laue.  That  the  invention  of  fire-arms  liad 
made  a great  alteration  in  the  ancient  constitu- 
tion ; and,  instead  of  archers,  the  crown  rais- 
ed as  many  regular  troops  ns  were  thought  ne- 
cessary, upuD  any  emergency.  Time  queen 
Elizabeth,  who  bad  many  enemies  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  constantly  kept  a considerable 
body  of  troops  in  the  Netherlands,  without  any 
contradiction  from  her  parliaments,  and  thereby 
maintained  herself  on  the  throne,  and  over- 
came ail  her  enemies.  That  if  king  Charles  1 
had  steered  the  same  course,  lie  might,  in,  oil 

Eibahility,  have  preserved  both  his  crown  mid 
life,  since  he  lost  both,  only  for  a want  of  a 
sufficient  force  to  suppress  faction,  which  wns 
the  principal  source  of  all  the  calamities  and 
enormities,  in  which  the  nation  was  afterwards 
involved.  That  upon  the  Restoration  of  king 
Charles  2,  they  who,  at  that  time,  had  tlie  ma- 
nagement of  affairs,  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
keep  up  a great  number  of  regular  troops,  and 
therefore  chose  to  restore  to  the  crown  its  an- 
cient power  over  the  militia  of  the  kingdom  ; 
but  there  was  a secret  in  that.  That  king 
James  2 had  an  army  of  20,000  men,  which 
would  have  secured  to  him  tlie  crown,  had 
he  not  given  a general  disgust,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  subvert  the  constitution  in  church  and 
state.  That  in  the  reign  of  king  William, 
when  tlie  Parliament  disbanded  the  army  after 
the  Peace  of  Rysnick,  they  fell  upon  a pro- 
ject to  secure  the  government,  which  was  to 
discipline  the  militia ; but  thnt  they  soon  per- 
ceived the  unprofitableness  of  that  scheme, 
tuilitia  proving  a great  burden  to  the  people, 
and  of  no  service  to  the  government.  That 
•he  reduction  of  the  array  had  then  a double 
ill  effect;  for  it  obliged  king  William  and  bis 
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couragcd  France  to  break  that  treaty,  which 
occasioned  a second  war,  and  was  the  source 
of  two  thirds  of  Unit  heavy  debt  under  which 
tlie  nation  labours  at  this  day.  That  the  dis- 
banding of  the  army  hud  almost  the  same  ill 
effect  in  lire  reign  of  the  late  queen,  having  en- 
couraged Lewis  14  to  furnish  die  pretender  with 
a land  force  and  a fleet  to  invade  these  king- 
doms. That  if  at  present  they  weakened  the 
hands  of  the  government,  we  should  he  ex- 
posed to  the  like  insults.  That  if  our  enemies 
may  he  credited,  in  an  affair,  in  which  it  is  their 
interest  to  speak  truth,  they  seemed  confidently 
assured,  of  success,  io  their  design  of  overturn- 
ing the  government,  provided  they  had  only  an 
a&shtunce  of3  or  4,000  men  from  abroad  : and 
that  considering  the  method  now  practised  in 
embarkations,  flow  strong  soever  our  fleet  uiay 
be,  it  was  impossible  to  hinder  a foreign  prince, 
who  .should  nave  a mind  to  undertake  it,  to 
throw  such  a number  of  men  upon  England. 
Tlmt  the  constant  tenor  of  his  majesty’s  ad- 
ministration, ought  to  convince  every  body,  that 
by  the  continuing  the  number  of  regular 
forces  now  on  foot,  his  Majesty  and  his  minis- 
ters have  nothing  in  view  but  the  public 
safety  aud  security,  and  thereby  to  give,  the 
people  an  opportunity  ofimproving  their  trade, 
as  the  only  means  to  retrieve  their  former  losses.* 
The  Duke  of  Wharton  said,  Thnt  though  he 
was  sensible  whatever  he  could  offer,  would 
have  but  little  weight,  nevertheless,  ns  the  mat- 
ter under  debate  wns  of  the  last  importance, 
and  highly  concerned  the  fundamental  consti- 
tution, he  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him,  os 
a member  of  that  august  assembly,  to  deliver 
his  opinion  ; hoping,  tlmt  any  mistake  he  should 
commit,  would  be  excused  upon  account  of  his 
want  of  experience:  That  he  wondered  the 
noble  peer  who  spoke  last,  should  suggest,  that 
without,  the, additional  troops  raised  last  year,  a 
body  of  3,000  men  could  not  be  drawn  toge- 
ther : That  he  might  easily  be  contradicted, 
since,  before  the  raising  of  those  troops,  we 
had  seen  near  the  capital  of  tlie  kingdom,  a 


* “ Slow  in  his  parts,  rough  in  his  manner, 
impatient  of  contradiction,  the  humane,  gene- 
rous, and  benevolent  lord  Townsbcnd,  was  in- 
elegant in  his  language,  often  perplexed  in  his 
arguments ; but  always  spoke  sensibly  and 
with  n thorough  knowledge  of  tlie  subject.” 
Dr.  Maty’s  Life  of  Lord  Chesterfield. 

“Talk  what  you  will  of  Taste,  my  friend,  you'll  find 
“ Two  of  a face,  as  soon  as  erf  a blind. 

“ Why,  of  two  brothers,  riph  and  restless  ono 
" PIowb,  barns,  manures,  and  toils  from  son  to  sun  j 
“ The  other  slights,  for  women,  sports,  and  nines  ■ 
“ AH  Townshcnd’s  turnips,  and  all  Grosvenor's 

Pope's  Imitations  of  Horace,  B.  9.  Bp.  9. 

“ When  this  great  statesman  retired  from 
business,  he  amused  himself  in  husbandry  ; 
and  was  particularly  fond  of  that  kind  of  rural 
improvement  which  arises  from  turnips;  it  was 
the  favourite  subject  of  his  conversation.” 

>:  ofS^igamptor,  I .ibrarj,'Di^tleati<rn^  flfbnrtOB. 
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ramp  of  between  3 and' 4,000  men,  consisting 
Only  of  the  king's  guards,  which  was  sufficient 
*o  secure  the  government  against  any  sudden 
attempt:  That  he  thought  it  no  less  strange, 
that  in  an  affair  of  so  great  importance,  and  in 
the  supreme  council  of  the  realm,  any  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  the  opinion  of  enemies  ; 
that  by  this,  he  supposed,  were  meant  the  ab- 
stracts of  some  intercepted  letters,  and  anony- 
mous intelligence,  that  were  printed  last  year ; 
on  which  he  tho'ught  no  stress  ought  to  he  laid, 
but  rather  be  looked  upon  as  the  empty  ima- 
ginations of  disaffected  persons,  who  through 
tJie  natural  propensity  of  all  men  to  believe 
wlmt  they  wish  for,  easily  deceive  themselves, 
and  fondly  entertain  with  vain  hopes  those 
they  endeavour  to  engage  in  their  cause : That 
considering  the  present  great  tranquillity  at 
bnme,  and  the  happy  situation  of  affairs  abroad, 
there  seemed  to  be  no  occasion  for  keeping  up 
so  great  a number  of  forces  : That  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's councils,  and  powerful  influence,  a gene- 
ral peace  w&s  established  in  Europe,  which,  in 
all  appenrance,  would  last  many  years:  That 
some  accidents  which,  it  was  feared,  might 
have  disturbed  it,  had  had  contrary  effects : 
That  the  death  of  the  Regent  had  made  no 
alteration  in  France,  for  things  did  run  there  in 
the  same  channel,  and  the  nuke  of  Bourbon, 
■who  had  succeeded  the  late  duke  of  Orleans  in 
the  administration  of  affairs,  seemed  resolved 
to  cultivate  the  friendship  and  good  intelligence 
liis  predecessor  had  established  between  the 
two  crowns  : That,  in  relation  to  Spain,  king 
Philip's  abdication  would  prove  advantageous 
to  the  peace  of  Europe,  because  the  Italian 
faction,  and  ministry,  which  espoused  the  Pre- 
tender's cause,  were  thereby  laid  aside : And 
as  for  the  emperor,  he  hoped  they  had  nothing 
to  fear  from  him,  unless  he  would  quarrel  with 
us,  for  ourkindness  and  good-nature  to  him,  in 
suffering  his  establishing  an  East- India  Com- 
pany at  Ostend,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  own 
company.  Bnt  nevertheless,  he  hoped  n good 
correspo’ndence  would  still  be  maintained  be- 
tween the  two  courts:  That  thus  there  was  no- 
thing to  he  feared  from  abroad,  and  yet  much 
less  at  home  : That  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
before  him,  had  ran  over  a great  part  of  our 
English  history,  nnd  had  endeavoured  to  shew 
the  difference  between  the  ancient  Gothic 
government,  and  our  modern  constitution  : 
That  he  would  not  follow  him  close  through  his 
long  account  of  bows,  archers,  and  fire-arms  ; ! 
but  would  content  himself  with  taking  notice, 
(hat,  according  to  that  noble  peer,  the  power  of 
the  Militia  was  anciently,  and  still  remained 
in  the  crown ; but  that  it  was  observable,  that 
in  some  former  reigns,  regular  troops  supplied 
the  place  of  the  Militia ; and  in  others,  funds 
were  proVided'to  aisciplinfe  the  Militia,  and 
render  them  useful,  in  order  to  supply  the 
wants  of  regular  trodps:  But  that  at  this  time, 
when  the  crown  is  possessed  of  as  much  power 
over  the  Militia -as  ever,  rf  so  grentanumberof 
regularforces  be  allowed  to  be  kept  tip,  the 
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turned,  since  thereby  an  additional  strength  is 
given  tb  the  crown,  without  any  equivalent  to 
secure  the  right*  and  liberties  of  the  subject  » 
That  our  ancestors  haviug  ever,  judged  the  Mi- 
litia sufficient  to  secure  the  government,. we 
ought  not  to  deviate  from  that  wise  institution 
without  evident  necessity:  That  the -Militia 
are  not  so  useless,  nor  so  much  to  be  despised, 
as  some  would  pretend,  since  they  did  notable 
service  during  the  last  rebellion,  even  in.' some 
counties  (he 'most  disaffected  to  the  present  set- 
tlement; nnd,  if  care  was  taken  to  discipline 
them  well,  he  did  not- doubt  bat  they. might  l>e 
made  more  useful : That  the  expence  of  raising 
and  exercising  the  Militia  might,  lie  greater 
than  of  regular  forces,  but  that  as  the  danger  to 
our  liberties  would  he  much  less  from  the  Mifi- 
tin,  so  Would  the  expence  he  more  easily  borne 
by  the  people : That,  in  justice  to  the  officers 
of  the  army,  he  would  readily  acknowledge, 
that  many  of  them  had  appeared  zealous  defen- 
ders of  the  liberties  of  their  country,  and  had 
laid  the  foundation  of  our  present  happiness, 
by  refusing  to  concur  in  the  designs  of  the  late 
king  Janie9  2.  But  that  he  had  beard  wjse 
men  say,  that  if  that  Prince  had  turned  out  the 
old  officers  he  could  not  trust;  and  made  -new 
ones  from  among  the  common  soldiers,  king 
William  would  not  easily  have  brought  about 
his  enterprise,  at  least  there  would  have  been 
more  bloodshed : That  after  all,  standing 

armies  are  inconsistent  with  a free  government: 
And  that  hereafter  nn  ambitious  Prince,  and  ill 
designing  ministers  might  make  use  of  litem  to 
invade  our  liberties ; That  the  single  instance 
of  Oliver  Cromwell,  who  came  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  And  turned  out  with  open  force  the 
very  men  from  whom  he  had  his  authority,** 
was  an  example,  which  they  ought  ever  to  Inive 
before  their  eyes : That  though  they  had  no- 
thing to  fear  under  bis  Majesty's  auspicious 
reign,  or  from  the  illustrious  princes  of  ins  royal 
family;  yet  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the 
throne  shall  always  be  filled  by  such  princes  : 
That  besides,  we  are  not  so  happy  as  to  have 
the  King  always  amongst  us;  That  at  least 
once  every  two  years  his  Majesty  goes  over  to 
his  dominions  abroad  ; that  for  his  part,  he  was 
so  far  from  finding  fault  with  it,  that  he  rather 
thought  it  for  our  advantage,  because  he  could 
from  thence  have  a nearer  prospect  of  the  af- 
fairs of  Europe,  and  watch  for  our  security: 
But  that,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  should  hap- 
pen, that  during  bis  Majesty’s  absence  the  ab- 
solute command  of  the  army  shall  he  delegated 
to  one  single  person,  our  liberties  and  proper- 
ties might  be  iu  great  danger,  because  such  an 
authority  is  equal  to  that  of  a stadtholder  in 
Holland : That  he  wot  both  surprised  and  sorry 
to  see  that  a lord,  who  had  so  great  a share  in 
the  administration,  should,  in  so  solemn  and  im- 
portant a.  debate,  fetch  arguments  from  Ex- 
change-Alley, and  thereby  put  our  most  essen- 
tial concerns  in  Competition  with  those  of  a few 
stock-jobbers:  That- nothing;  in  bis  opinion, 
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could  more  effectually  keep  up  and  advance 
public  credit,  than  the  confidence  hie  Majesty 
nouiil  seem  to  repose  in  the  affections  ot'  the 
people,  by. disbanding  part  of  the  army ; and 
that  the  same  would  have  the  like  good  effect 
with  foreign  princes;  Whereas,  if  the  court 
.seemed  . Co  think  su  great  a number  of  troops 
eecessary  in  time  of  peace,  it  visibly  implied  a 
distrust  of  the  affectious  of  the  people,  which 
aright  increase  the  disaffection  at  home,  and 
lessen  his  Majesty's  credit  and  interest  abroad. 

The  Lord  Bathurst,  who  spoke  next,  ob- 
served, That  u liat  distinguishes  most  a good 
prince  from  a tyrant,  is  that  the  lattor  uever 
thinks  himself  safe,  without  a great  number  of 
troops,  whereas  the  first  imirely  confides  in  the 
affections  of  his  subjects:  That  this  was  the 
course  which  that  w ise  princess  queen  Eliza- 
beth steered  ; for  though  sho  hod  many  ene- 
mies, both  at  home  and  abroad,  yet  she  never 
kept  standing  forces  in  England,  but  defeated 
all  the  attempts  against  her  person  and  govern- 
ment with  her  Militia  and  her  fleet:  That  upon 
king  Charles  the  Second's  restoration,  that 
Prince  had  a very  plausible  pretence  to  have 
an  army ; hut  his  ministers  the  earls  of  South- 
ampton and  Clarendon,  great  patriots  as  well 
as  great  politicians,  considering  the  calamities 
an  army  had  brought  upon  the  nation  under 
Cromwell,  wisely  judged  Hint  standing  forces 
ire  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of  England  ; 
and  that  the  power  of  the  Militia,  with  the 
addition  of  horse  and  foot-guards,  were  suffi- 
cient to  secure  the  king’s  person  and  govern- 
ment: That,  indeed,  they  hod  been  told  by  a 
noble  lord  of  the  other  side,  that  there  was'  a 
secretin  it:  That,  for  his  own  part,  he  could 
not  guess  what  that  secret  could  be,  but  lie 
wished  there  might  be  no  secret,  nt  present,  in 
the  keeping  up  so  great  a number  of  forces : 
That  the  late  Revolution  was  miraculously 
brought  about,  considering  the  great  number 
of  forces  king  James  9 had  on  foot ; but  as 
miracles  do  not  happen  every  day,  neither  is  it 
prudence  to  expect  them,  ' but  rather  to  en- 
deavour to  prevent  such  dangers,  as  would  in- 
fallibly have  come  to  pass,  had  not  Providence 
visibly  interpdsed : That  be  had  a very  good 
opinion  of  many  officers  in  the  army,  and  had 
an  esteem  for  them,  not  only  as  gallant  sol- 
diers, but  as  good  Englishmen  that  would  not 
enslave  their  country  ; but  yet  be  would  not 
trust  bis  liberty  or  property  in  the  bands  of 
wen  ihat  might  take  them  away,  if  they 
pleased ; for  he  knew  no  great  difference  be- 
tween a man  being  a slave,  and  being  in  the 
power  of  them  that  can  make  him  one : That 
of  all  men,  soldiers  ore  known  to  be  ambitious 
of  advancing,  and  exercising  their  authority ; 
and  that  the  example  of  Cromwell’s  army,  who 
turned  out  the  parliament  that  raised  them, 
ought  to  be  a constant  warning  against  regular 
troops. 

Lord  Carteret  urged,  That  the  public  tran- 
quillity proceeded  from  the  security  of  the  go- 
vernment, aud  as  this  security  was  in  some 
"ensure  :j%^,nfhif.. 
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latter  were  become  necessary  to  preserve  that 
happy  trauquillity.  His  lordship  shewed  die 
great  advantages  that  flow  from  the  security  of 
the  government ; the  regaril  of  foreign  princes 
and  states  for  the  crown  of  Great-Britaui;  the 
weight  of  his  Majesty’s  councils  in  negoiiations 
abroad,  which  had  established  a general  peace 
in  Europe ; die  restoration  of  credit  at  home, 
which  bad  furnished  the  means  of  putting  the 
public  debts  in  a method  of  being  gradually 
reduced ; but  if  that  security  was  removed,  it 
would  immediately  affect  public  credit,  and 
thereby  the  opportunity  would  be  lost,  for  eas- 
ing the  nation  of  dint  immense  load  of  debts 
it  labours  under  : That  he  did  not  deny  what  a 
noble  peer  bud  advanced,  that  before  the  last 
additional  forces  were  raised,  there  had  been  a 
camp  of  3 or  4,000  men  in  Flydc-park  ; but 
that  these  were  necessary  for  the  king’s  guard, 
aud  the  defence  of  the  city  of  London,  nod 
therefore  could  not  be  spared  to  march  either 
against  an  enemy  that  should  invade  us,  or  to 
suppress  any  sudden  insurrection  at  home, 
without  exposing  his  Majesty's  person,  the 
royal  family,  aud  the  capital  of  the  kingdom. 
That  the  presem  happy  situation  of  affairs  in 
Europe  seemed,  indeed,  to  promise  a lasting 
peace;  but  that  human  things  are  subject  to 
so  unexpected  vicissitudes,  that  the  greatest 
calms  are  often  disturbed  ou  a sudden  by  vio- 
lent storms.  That  in  case  of  a rupture,  it 
would  be  an  easy  matter  for  an  enemy  to 
throw  in  a body  of  troops  upon  us,  to  raise  a 
new  rebellion  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  Whose 
friends,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are  still  but  too  nu- 
merous, and  though  quiet  at  present,  by  rea- 
son of  their  late  disappoim meins,  yet  are  ever 
ready  to  throw  off  the  mask,  as  soon  os  they 
shall  see  themselves  supported  by  a foreign 
prince.  That  whatever  force  we  may  be  sup- 
posed to  have  at  sea,  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
prevent  a sudden  invasion  : That  though  king 
James  2.  had  a numerous  fleet  at  the  mouth  of 
tho  Thames,  yet  the  prince  of  Orange  passed 
by  undisturbed,  and  landed  his  army  at  Tor- 
bay  : That  when,  in  1708,  Lewis  14  undertook 
to  set  the  Pretender  on  the  British  throne, 
his,  fleet,  notwitlistanding  all  the  efforts  we 
could  make,  carried  their  main  design,  which 
was  to  reach  Scotland,  where  they  might  have 
landed ; and  all  that  our  fleet  could  do,  was 
only  to  take  a straggling  ship:  That  when  Car- 
dinal Alberoni,  in  1719,  formed  the  project  of 
an  invasion  upon  Great  Britain,  be_  landed 
some  of  his  men  without  opposition  in  Scot- 
land ; nnd  had  it  not  been  lor  the  contrary 
winds  that  detained  his  main  fleet  on  the 
coasts  of  Spain,  he  would,  iu  all  probability 
have  lauded  a much  greater  force  in  England  : 
That  the  additional  troops  were  not  indeed 
sufficient  to  oppose  any  considerable  force  sent 
against  us  by  a powerful  neighbour;  but  that, 
however,  they  were  sufficient  to  defeat  any 
unavowed  attempt,  and  to  make  a stand 
against  any  sudden  invasion,  and  thereby  give 
time  for  reinforcing  the  army:  That  as  the  con- 
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coufidence  the  hritioh  reposed  in  his  Majesty,  continued  from  year  to  year  by  parliament, 
and  the  good  dpYhlpn  the  people  had  of  the  there  is  little  or  nothing  to  he  apprehended; 
present  government,  st)  the  disbanding  of  them  That  it  is  not  many  years  since-  we  hbfve'  seen 
would  htive  the  contrary  effect;  and  therefore  an  English  army  refuse  to  concur  in  the'decr. 
lie  was  for  kegping  them  up.  throw  of  the  fundamental ’lows  of  their  coun- 

Tlie  Earl  of  Strafford  said,  They  were  try ; aud  it  is  to'be  hoped  rheynever  will.  That, 
obliged  to  that1  noble  peer  for  delivering,  his  however,  it  requires  some  time  to  model  an 
meaning  so  plainly,  that  it  was  impossible  to  army,  niid  to  gain  tile  officers  t and  if  in  that 
mistake  it.  That  according  to  bin)  the  present  interval,  it  should  be  perceived  that  sinister 
number  of  forces  were  essential  to  our  security,  designs  were  otirtyhig  on  aguinst  liberty  and 
rind  therefore  might  he  said  to  be  essential  tb  property,' by  menus  ’of  the  army,  the  Parlin- 
dtir  constitution.  [Hereupon  the  lord  Carteret  ment  - nitty, 'in-  such  a case,  apply- a speedy 
explained  himself,  and  said,  That  in  our  pre-  remedy,  by  reducing  it;  and  then  he -Would 
Sent  circumstances,  he  thought  the  number  Of  be  the  fitSt  rnttn1  that  should  give  bis  vote  for 
18,000  men  absolutely  necessary.]  My  lord  ite  ‘ That  the  expdoCe  ofmaiutairiing’tlie  addi- 
Strafford  replied,  Time  the  being  absolutely  tionnl  forces,  was  inconsiderable,  and  innch 
liecfissary  was  tiluchthe  same  with  being  essen-  less  than  the  charge  would  be,  in  case  ofneces- 
tiaj  : That  since  th6  forces  now  on  font  were  sityj  of  sending  Ibr  troops  -front  Holland  or 
made  the  cause  of  our  tranquillity ; and  it  was  Ireland.  That  foreign  auxiliaries  are  always, 
inferred  from  that  position,  that  they  were  abso-  not  only  more  expensive  but  more  dangerous, 
lulely  necessary  to  secure  that  tranquillity,  it  is  or  grievous  to  the  people,  because  they  cannot 
plain  they  are  thereby  made  an  essential  part  be  kept  in  so  strict  discipline;  ns  in  their  own  I 
of  out  constitution.  For  ns  it  was  owned,  country.  That  the  disbanding  so  great  a mmi- 
tlmt  we  bad  nothing  to  fear  either  at  home  or  her  of  troops  after  the  peace  of -UtreCht,  and  1 

abroad,  lie  could  not  foresee  that  any  argument  not  having  a sufficient  force  to  secure  the  go-  I 

hereafter  could  he  urged  for  reducing  the  vernment;  upon  his  Majesty's  happy  accession,  1 

present  number ; hut  it  was  rather  to  be  ap-  Imd  been  the  principal  cause  of  the  rebellion 

Jirehende'd,  That  plausible  pretences  might  be  in  the  year  1715,  the  friends  of  the  Pretender 

blind  for  increasing  them  upon  the  least  ap-  having  been  thereby  eiicooragcd  to  shew  them-  . 
pearnnee  of  real  or  feigned  danger.  That  in  selves.  Tlint  if  he  saw  the  nation  unanimous 
case  of  an  insurrection  at  home,  or  an  invasion  in  opinion,  That  our  laws,  liberties,  properties,  | 
from  abroad,  the  army  might  easily  he  nug-  and  holy  religion  entirely  depend  an  the  pre- 
dicated; was  done  in  1715,  with  wonderful  sent  happy  settlement,  and  on  the  Protestant 
expedition  and  success;  and  that  to  the  praise  succession  in  his  Majesty's  royal  family,  he 

of  a late  minister,  (the  earl  of  Sunderland)  it  would  readily  give  his  vote  for  reducing  die 

must  be  owned,  that  as  soon  as  the  occasion,  army : but  he  was  afraid  some  people  so 

for  which  those  additional  troops  were  raised,  strenuously  insisted  on  the  disbanding  of  the 
was  over,  he  caused  them  to  be  disbanded,  additional  troops,  with  no  other  design  than  1 
That  in  that  rebellion  the  militia  performed  to  weaken  the  government,  and  thereby  have  1 
notable  service,  even  in  n county  thought  to  no  opportunity'of  involving  their  native  conn-  - 
he  generally  disaffected.  That  by  disbanding  try  in  new  troubles ; and  therefore  those  noble 
the  additional  troops,  and  thereby  easing  the  lords  who  had  spoke  for  the  redaction,  would 
nation  of  part  of  the  heavy  burden  it  labors  do  well/when  they  went  down  into  their  seve- 
under,  the  King  would  gain  the  affections  of  ral  countries  to  assure  the  people,  with  whom 
Jiis  people,  which  would  be  u greater  security  no  donbt  their  reasons  would  not  fail  having 
at  home,  and  procure  more  regard  abroad,  great  weight,  that  their  liberties  and  properties 
than  the  inconsiderable  reinforcement  of  4000  were  entirely  sale  under  his  Majesty’s  auspi- 
raen,  the  continuing  of  'which  would  be  a cious  government. 

shrewd  indication  of  the  unsettledness  of  the  The  Earl  of  Strafford,  who  thought  himself 
government,  and  shew  a jealousy  of  the  peo-  glanced  at,  declared.  That  he  utterly  detested 
pie.  the  very  thoughts  or  a civil  war  ; which,  let  it 

The  Duke  of  Argi/le  replied,  That  this  de-  end  which  way  it  will,  is  always  fatal- to  the 
hate  having  taken  op  much  lime,  he  would  con-  country  in  general,  and  to  all  private  persons, 
tract  within  a narrow  compass  what  he  had  to 

say.  That  the  chief  argdment  to  support  the  Proteil  aguiiut  the  Mutiny  Bill.]  Then  the 
motion  for  disbanding  the  additional  troops,  Bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question 
was,  tlie  danger  of  a standing  "army  to  a free  being  put,  That  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  re- 
eovefmnent.  That  he  did  allow  there  was  solved  in  the  Affirmative  by  77  against  22. 
indeed  some  danger,  hot  not  so  great  as  to 
overbalance  the  good,  which  this  small  number  “Dissentient' 

of  troops  may  do,  in  the  present  situation  of  1.  “ Because  the  keeping  on  foota  greater 
affairs:  That  there  is  a vast  difference  be-  army  in  time  of  pence,  though  by  consent  of 
tween  an  army  established  in  perpetuity,  and  Parliament,  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  i 
a temporary  army.  That  if  the  present  num-  thesecurityofhisMajesty’spersonandgovern- 
her  of  standing  troops  were  voted  toheperpe-  frtenr,  is,  we  conceive,  very  dangerous  to  our 
that,  there  might,  indeed,  be  great  danger  to  happy  constitution : and  we  cannot  bnxappre- 

our  lap^veAksm^m  w'mtymmty  by  this  Bin 
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to  be  much  greater  than  is  necessary  for  that 

2.  “ Becauso  tbe  conspiracy  mentioned  in 
his.  Majesty’s  Speech  at  the  opening  ofithe  Inst 
session  of  Pa  rKament,  which  was  the  occasion 
©fan  addition  of  about  4000  men,  is  now  at  an 
end  ; and  therefore  the  cause  of  raising  that 
additional  number  being  perfectly  removed, 
there  docs- not  appear  to  us  the  least  colour  of 
reason  for  continuing  of  that  number. 

3.  “ Because,  as  weconceive,  the  continuing 

so  great  a number  of  men  this  year,  will  he  a 
precedent  of  too  great  weight  for  continuing 
the  same  number  of  troops  in  perpetuity ; for  we 
cannot,  with  any  possibility,  foresee  or  expect 
that,  in  any  future  time,  there  will  he  less  rea- 
son to  be  given,  than  at  present,  for  justifying 
the  necessity  of  keeping  up  so  great  an  anny  ; 
there  being  at  tliis  time,  in  our  opinion,  as  little 
dunger  to  our  present  happy  establishment,  to 
be  feared  either  from  insurrections  at  home,  or 
by  any  disturbance  or  invasion  from  abroad, 
ns  the  nature  and  instability  of  human  affairs 
trill  well  allow  of : nnd  we  cannot  think  the 
fears  of  remote  or  imaginary  dangers  a sufficient 
argument  for  so  great  a present  mischief  as 
soch  an  army  must  bring  upon  the  kingdom, 
not  on|y  from  the  great  charge  and  expence  of 
maintaining  them,  when  we  are  involved  in  so 
great  a debt,  but  also  from  tho  jealousies  which 
may  from  thence  nrise  in  tbe  minds  of  many  ol 
hisMrijesty'sgoodmbjectsoftheirlibertiestliere- 
by  being  endangered  ; and  we  cannot  but  be 
apprehensive,  that  if  so  numerous  an  army  lie 
agreed  to  in  Parliament  fur  some  time  longer, 
no  argument  can  hereafter  he  urged  for  reduc- 
ing the  number  in  any  future  reign,  but  what 
will  seem  to  carry  with  it  too  great  a distrust 
of  (he  prince  then  in  possession  of  the  throne; 
and  will  he  thought  to  imply,  that  the  same 
trust  and  confidence  is  not  to  he  reposed  in  him 
as  in  his  predecessors ; and  this  may  discourage 
some  persons  hereafter  from  giving  their  advice 
■to  the  crown,  upon  this  must  important  subject, 
with  that  perfect  freedom  which  ought  ever  to 
maintain  and  exert  itself  in  the  debates  aud 
resolutions  of  this  great  council (Signed ) 

W.  Ebor’,  Strnfford,  Trevor,  Foley, 
Compton,  Bathurst,  Wharton,  Weston, 
Ayleslord,  Bristol,  Binglev,  Scnrsdule, 
Fran.  Cestriens’,  Guildford,  Litchfield, 
North  and  Grey,  Boyle,  Gower,  Mount- 
joy,  Uxbridge." 

The  King’s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Session .] 
April  24.  The  King  came  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  being  in  bis  royal  robes  seated  on 
the  throne,  with  the  usual  solemnity,  sir  Wil- 
liam Sanderson,  gentleman  usher  of  the  Biack 
Rod,  was  sent  with  a Message  from  his  Majesty 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  commanding  their 
attendance  in  the  House  of  Peers.  The ' Com- 
mons being  come  thither  accordingly,  his  Ma- 
jesty wns  pleased  to  give  the  royal'  assent  to 
several  public  and  private  Bills.  After  which 
*hg  Lord  Chancellor  said, 
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“ My  Lords,  ami  Gentlemen  ; 

“ X have  received  his  Majesty's  commands, 
from  the  throne,  tq  declare  to  you,  in  bis  Mai 
jesiy’s  nanie  and  words,  the  reasuna  of  his 
Majesty’s  coming  this  day  to  parliament,  as 
follows  : 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ The  unanimity,  cheUrfultiess,  and  dispatch, 
with  which  you  have  now  finished  every  thing 
I recommended  to  you  at  the  opening  this  ses- 
sion, are  fresh  instances  of  yournffection  to  my 
person  aud  government ; and  cannot  fail  of 
contributing,  with  the  blessing  of  God  on  our 
endeavours,  towards  the  establishment  of  that 
happy  tranquillity  we  now  enjoy  both  nt  home 
and  ahroad. 

“ Your  continuing  the  like  national  force  by 
sea  and  land,  this  year,  as  was  judged  necessary 
by  Parliament  for  the  service  of  the  Inst,  gives 
me  great  satisfaction : you  have  thereby  wisely 
provided  again9t  the  mischiefs  from  any  suddcii 
shocks  to  public  credit ; " you  have  provided 
for  the  safety  of  the  kingdom ; and  hnve 
enabled  this  untion  to  bold,  among  the 
powers  of  Europe,  the  rank  and  figure  due 
to  her  honor  and  dignity.  Nothing  could  have 
been  more  acceptable  to  me,  than  your  having 
been  utile  to  make  that  provision  without  lay- 
ing  any  rieiv  or  additional  burthens  on  my  peo- 
ple. 

“ Gentlemen  of  tbe  House  of  Commons, 

“ I return  you  my  thanks  for  tbe  care  and 
pains  yon  have  taken,  towards  the  augmenting 
the  Sinkirig  Fund,  and  improving  the  Public 
Revenues,  by  putting  them  under  a stricter 
management : l make  no  doubt  hut  that  the 
happy  beginning  you  have  made  will  be  at- 
tended with  such  immediate  good  conse- 
quences, as  will  encournge  you  to  pursue  the 
way  you  have  now  opened,  for  a gradual  re- 
duction of  the  Debt;  and  for  putting  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  Great  Britain  on  such  a foot; 
ns  may  not  only  in  some  measure  discourage 
the  unjustifiable  encroachments  they  labour 
under  from  some  of  our  neighbours,  but  at  the 
same  time  extend  her  exportations  beyond 
what  has  been  known  in  former  ages. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ As  the  early  recess  which  your  diligence 
and  unanimity  has  procured,  you,  affords  you 
the  opportunity  of  a longer  retirement  into  tbe 
country  than  the  business  of  former  sessions  has 
usually  allowed  of ; 1 assure  myself,  that  you 
will  carry  with  you  thither  the  same  veal  for 
the  public  good,  with  which  you  have  been 
animated  in  parliament;  and  that  you  will 
make  it  your  business  to  discountenance  any 
remains  there  may  be  yet  left  of  sedition  nr 
disaffection  ; and  to  promote  that  perfect  har- 
mony and  confidence  between  me  and  my  peo- 
ple, which  1 most  earnestly  desire,  and  on  which 
our  mutual  happiness  entirely  depends." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majesty's 
command,  said : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  it  is  his  Ma- 
«nd>Bln5s«r#i(tihar.rthis  present 
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parliament  bp  prorogued  to  Thursday  the  4ih 
day  of  June  next,  to  he  then  here  held  : And 
this  parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
Thursday  the  4th  day  of  June  next."* 


THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  SIXTH  PAR- 
LIAMENT OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King's  Speech  on  Opening  the  Session .] 
November  12.  The  king  came  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  the  Commons  attending,  the  Lord 


* “ The  unexampled  unanimity  and  dispatch 
of  business  which  distinguished  this  session, 
was  almost  solely  owing  to  the  good  manage- 
ment of  Walpole,  and  to  his  influence  in  Die 
House  of  Commons,  which  Saint  John  Brod- 
rick,  in  a letter  to  lord  Middleton,  colls  ‘ pro- 
‘ digious.’  Hence  his  preponderance  increased 
in  the  cabinet;  and  the  King  was  induced  to 
take  a decided  resolution  in  his  favour.  As  a 
prelude  to  the  removal  of  Carteret,  Horace 
Walpole  was  named  embassador  to  Paris.  Yet 
such  was  the  credit  of  Carteret,  that  this  nomi- 
nation was  not  finally  effected  without-  great 
difficulty.  His  address  still  supplied  proofs  of 
his  influence,  when  it  had  almost  totally  de- 
clined ; and  Horace  Walpole,  in  his  private 
letters  to  his  brother  and  Towushend,  made  no 
less  heavy  complaints  of  his  situation  at  Paris, 
than  Schaub  did  of  his  disgusts  to  Carteret. 
The  dispatches,  chough  written  to  him  and 
Schaub  joiDtiy,  were,  by  private  intimations  to 
the  messenger,  carried  first  to  Schaub,  and 
communicated  by  him  to  the  French  ministers, 
before  Horace  Walpole  was  informed  of  their 
contents;  the  dispatches  for  Spain,  and  the 
plenipotentiaries,  at  the  congress  of  Cambray, 
were  enclosed  to  him,  perused  by  him,  and 
forwarded  by  him.  Of  this  measure,  Horace 
Walpole  bitterly  complained  to  his  brother, 
declared  his  resolution  not  to  act  any  longer 
jointly  with  Schaub,  insisted  that  one  of  them 
must  be  recalled ; and  justly  observed,  that 
the  removal  or  continuance  of  Schaub,  must 
prove  to  the  world  either  the  full  establishment 
or  decline  of  their  credit  .with  the  King.  Wal- 
pole ami  Towushend  now  fuuud  it  necessary  to 
exert  all  their  influence,  and  to  employ  the  ut- 
most address.  They  commissioned  Horace 
Walpole  tp  write  an  ostensible  letter  to  lord 
Towushend,  iit  which  he  should  draw  the  cha- 
racter of  sir  Luke  Schaub,  state  the  impro- 

Sof  his  conduct,  and  the  disadvantage 
was  derived  to  the  King’s  affairs,  by 
maintaining  two  ministers  at  Paris  with  divided 
authority,  and  insist  on  his  own  resignation, 
rather  than  continue  in  a situation  in  which  he 
Was  perpetually  thwarted,  and  opposed. 

“ This  letter  was  shewn  to  the  King,  and 
bad  its  due  effect.  He  directed  that  Schaub 
should  be  immediately  recalled,  and  Towns- 
heud  lumself  conveyed  the  orders  to  Carteret. 
But  on  the  evening  of  the  day  in  which  the 
eommunicatiani  wa%.mwlerAiij;U-ret  i prevaikd 


Chancellor  read  his  Majesty’#  Speech, to  both 
Houses  as  follows  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ l ain  persuaded,. you  share  with  me  in  the 
satisfaction  I feel  at  tbe<prosperous  situation  uf 
affairs  : peace  with  all  powers  abroad  ; at  borne, 
perfect  tranquillity,  plenty,  and  an  uninter- 
rupted enjoyment  of  all  civil  and  religious 
rights,  are  most  distinguishing  marks  of  tiie  fa- 
vour and  protection  of  the  Divine  Providence. 
And  these,  with  all  their  happy  consequences, 
will,  I doubt  not,  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon 


on  the  King  to  suspend  the  orders  for  a preci- 
pitate recal  of  Schaub,  and  was  permitted,  to 
send  him  word  that  the  King  deemed  his  pre- 
sence in  England  necessary  for  his  service,  nod 
that  lie  might  return  to  Paris  for  the  solemni- 
zation of  the  marriage  between  the  count  de 
St.  Florentin,  and  the  youog  countess  of  Platen. 

“ In  obtaining  this  point,  Carteret  bad  ano- 
ther object  in  view,  besides  softening  the  dis- 
grace of  Schaub,  and  mortifying  his  rival ; it 
was  to  seud  him  back  to  Paris,  with  a commis- 
sion which  would  have  rendered  his  presence 
more  necessary,  and  finally  occasioned  the  re- 
moval of  Horace  Walpole.  This  scheme  was 
no  less  than  to  propose  a treaty  of  marriage 
between  the  young  kiug  of  France  and  the 
princess  Anne,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  prince 
of  Wales.  It  was  concerted  between  Carteret 
and  the  countess  of  Darlington  at  London,  sir 
Luke  Schaub,  Madame  de  la  Vrilliere  and  Ma- 
dame de  Prie  at  Paris,  and  the  countess  of 
Platen  at  Hanover.  Sir  Luke.Scliaub  had  the 
indiscretion  to  make  the  proposal  to  the  King, 
in  his  audience,  but  it  was  received  with  such 
marks  of  dissatisfaction,  as  gave  Towushend 
and  Walpole  an  opportunity  to  remonstrate 
against  bis  presumption,  and  represent  to  the 
King  the  great  disadvantage  which  would  re- 
sult to  his  affairs  in  France,  if  so  indiscreet  a 
person  should  be  sent  back  as  his  minister, 
Schaub  was  therefore  only  permitted  to  return 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  at  the  count  de  St. 
Florenlin’s  marriage.  The  King  gave  a por- 
tion of  10,000/.  to  the  bride,  hut  no  dukedom 
was  conferred  on  the  family  of  La  Vrilliere. 
Schaub  was  then  recalled  from  Paris,  and  Ho- 
race  Walpole  received  bis  credentials  of  em- 
bassador from  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  state  in  the  place  of  Car- 
. teret,  who  was  constituted  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland.  The  duke  of  Grafton  was  made  lord 
chamberlain  ; Henry  Pelham,  brother  of  the 
duke  of  Newcastle,  and  the  confidential  friend 
of  Walpole,  was  nominated  secretary  at  war; 
and  many  of  Walpole’s  friends  were  placed  in 
the  subordinate  posts  ofgoverument. 

“ Thus  terminated  the  contest  between  Car- 
teret and  the  brother  ministers;  and  though 
the  victory  was  not  as  complete  as  they  ex- 
pected, because  they  could  not  obtain  the  re- 
moval of  Cadogan,  Roxburgh,  and  Midleton, 
yet  it  gave  weight  to  their  administration,  and 
;coB6Hi*!>iaWy  dtmmithsdvSkftfitrwgth  of  the  op- 
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dor  joint  endeavours,  be  long  continued  tb  my 

people. 

«■  Tlie  same  provision  by  sea  and  land,  for 
the  defence  and  safety  of  the  nation,  will  con- 


posing  party  in  the  cabinet.  Carteret  sup- 
ported his  defeat  With'  great  dignity  end  firm- 
ness of  mind.  He  declared,  that  having  no 
obligations  to  lord  Townshend  fur  his  advance- 
ment to  the  post  of  secretary  of  state,  he  was 
resolved  never  to  bnve  submitted  to  him  in  that 
capacity.  He  did  not  affect  to  conceal  his  dis- 
satisfaction nt-the  ill  usage  he  had  received, 
and  particularly  complained  that  Horace  Wnl- 

Sale  had  been  sent  to  interlope  in  his  province. 

/Ilite  he  avowed  that  lie' was  defeated,  Ife  de- 
clared himself  happier  mid  easier  in  the  situa- 
tion of  lord  lieutenant,  than  that  of  secretary 
of  state,  exposed  to  continual  pjortifications  ; 
and  professed  his-' resolution  to  continue  on 
good  terms  with  the  ministers,  ond  to  pro- 
mote the  measures  of  government.  Yet  his 
temper  was  so  sanguine  and  his  spirit  so  little 
depressed,  that  he  persevered  in  asserting,  that 
his  favour  with  the  king  was  greater  than  ever, 
that  his  enemies  had  gained  no  real  strength 
by  the  late  alterations,  and,  in  expectation  of  a 
favourable  change,  delayed,  under  various  pre- 
tences, his  departure  for  Ireland,  until  the 
month  of  October,  when  the  necessary  atten- 
dance on  the  duties  of  his  vice-royalty  annihi- 
lated his  hopes.  Townshend  and  Walpole 
were  now  in  such  high  favour,  that  they  pre- 
vailed over  the  king’s  inclinations,  and  over- 
came his  jealousy  of  the  prince  of  Wales, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  apparent  reconci- 
liation, continued  still  unabated,  and  shewed 
itself  in  repeated  refusals  to  confer  any  parti- 
cular mark  of  favour  on  those  who  were  per- 
sonally attached  to  his  son.  With  a view  to 
Rratify  the  prince,  and  to  seeure  the  earl  of 
Scarborough,  who  was  his  master  of  the  horse, 
and,  next  to  sir  Spencer  Compton,  his  greatest 
favourite,  the  brother  ministers  had  promised 
hun  the  garter ; nud  ns  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  king  always  to  retain  one  vacant  ribband, 
they  waited  until  there  were  two  undisposed  of, 
when  Townshend  requested  one  of  them  for 
Scarborough.  The  king  said,  he  could  not 
comply  with  his  request,  because  it  wos  already 
conferred ; and  when  Townshend  asked,  with 
some  degree  of  surprise,  who  was  the  person  ? 
the  king  answered,  ‘ I intend  it  for  your  lord- 
* ship.1  Townshend,  after  expressing  a deep 
sense  of  his  gmtitude,  begged  leave  to  decline 
it,1  The  king  still  insisted, and  Townshend  still 
declined.  ‘ Lord  Scarborough,’  he  replied,  ‘ is 
‘ now  at  the  door  of  the  closet,  expecting 
‘ every  moment  to  be  called  in  to  thank  your 
* Majesty  for  the  honour;  lie  will  naturally 
‘ suppose  that  l have  deceived  him,  and  that 
‘ after  having  left  him  with  a promise  to  inter- 
‘ cede  in  his  favour,  I have  asked  it  for  my- 
self; which  will  ruin  my  character  as  a man 
‘ of  honour  and  veracity.’  ‘ Weil  then,’  re- 
turned the  king,  * foronfce  I will  break  through 

“*■>  hMWWftiMiiiw  »i,in 
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tinue  to  make  us  respected  abroad,  and  conse- 
quently secure  at  home.  The  same  attention 
to  the  improvement  of  the  public  Revenues, 
and  to  the  ease  and  encouragement  of  trade 


‘ cant  garters;  one  shall  be  your’s,  and  the 
‘ other  shall  be  given  to  lord  Scarborough, 

1 whom  you  may  now  introduce.’  Scarborough 
had  accordingly  the  first,  and  both  were  in- 
stalled at  the  same  time. 

“ The  king  gave  the  strongest  proof  of  the  full 
confidence  which  he  placed  in  Townshend  and 
Walpole,  by  submitting  to  defer  his  journey  to 
Hanover,  even  after  he  had  fixed  the  lime  of 
his  departure.  This  change  of  resolution  was 
effected  by  the  representations  of  lord  Towns- 
hend, who  addressed  the  following  Letter  to  his 
Majesty : 

• Sire ; 

‘ Being  induced  to  think,  from  some  words 
‘ which  fell  from  your  Majesty,  when  I had 
‘ the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a draught  of  the 
‘ speech,  that  your  Majesty  may  have  it  in 
‘ your  thoughts  to  spend  the  summer  at  Han- 

* over ; I most  humbly  beg  leave,  in  discharge 
1 of  the  duty  I owe  to  your  Majesty,  to  lay  he- 

* fore  you,  with  fhe  greatest  deference  and  sub- 
1 mission,  some  short  and  impartial  observa- 
‘ tions  on  the  present  state  of  your  Majesty’s 
‘ affairs,  in  the  doing  which,  if  it  should  he  my 
1 misfortune  to  suggest  any  thing  in  the  least 
‘ contrary  to  your  Majesty’s  inclinations,  I 
‘ hope,  from  the  experience  I have  long  had  of 
‘ your  indulgence  towards  me,  that  you  will 
‘ not  impute  it  to_  the  want  of  a due  co’ncem 
‘ for  every  thing  that  may  promote  your  Ma- 
jesty’s satisfaction  (which  no  one  living  can 
‘ wish  more  passionately  than  I do)  but  will  be- 
' here  it  to  proceed  from  a sincere  zeal  for 
‘ your  service,  and  the  future  ease  and  honour 
‘ of  your  government ; and  I beg  leave  to  as- 

* sure  your  Majesty,  that  after  I have  humbly 
1 laid  before  you  my  thoughts  upon  this  sub- 
‘ ject,  I shall  heartily  endeavour  to*  facilitate 
‘ whatever  resolutions  your  Majesty  shall  finally 
‘ take. 

‘ The  great  spirit  and  majority  with  which 
‘ the  bills  for  punishing  the  conspirators,  were 
‘ carried  through  both  houses  in  the  first  session 
‘ of  this  parliament,  the  quietness  and  una- 
‘ nimity  with  which  the  public  service Jias  been 
‘ dispatched  in  this,  the  several  good  laws  that. 
‘ have  been  passed  for  the  ease  and  advantage 
‘ of  commerce,  and  in  favour  of  the  public  re- 
‘ venue,  the  universal  and  uninterrupted  state 
‘ of  tranquillity  abroad,  and  flourishing  con- 
‘ dition  of  trade  and  public  credit  at  home, 
‘ have  all  concurred  to  restore  a far  more  ge- 
‘ neral  calm  and  security  throughout  the  nauon, 
‘ than  has  been  known  at  any  time  since  yonr 
‘ Majesty’s  happy  accession  to  the  throne.  A 
‘ very  great  change  has  been  wrought  in  favour 
‘ of  your  Majesty,  in  the  city  of  London,  whose 
‘ influence  and  example  is  of  so  great  conse- 
1 quence  to  the  whole  nation,  as  has  appeared 

-m  opposition  w’ 
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and  navigation,  will  establish  Credit  upon  the 
strongest  basis,  and  raise  such  a spirit  of  indus- 
try, ns  will  not  only  enable  us  gradually  to  dis- 
charge the  National  Debt;  hut  will  likewise 


* the  utmost  efforts  and  most  indirect  practices 
•of  the  united  parly  of  Jacobites.  The  uni- 
1 versities  have  behaved  themselves  at  least 
‘ inoffensively ; and  some  steps  have  been 
‘ taken  by  your  Majesty  to  make  it  no  less 

* their  interest  than  duty  to  cherish  and  propa- 

* gate  principles  of  loyalty  and  affection  to 
‘ your  person  and  government.  So  that  upon 

* the  whole,  no  doubt  enn  he  made,  but  that  if 

* these  happy  beginnings  are  thoroughly  pur- 
‘ sued,  and  the  present  good  disposition  of  the 
‘ nation  improved  and  strengthened  by  proper 
‘methods  aud  measures  which  may  he  still 
‘ taken,  they  will  grow  so  *ettled  and  con- 
‘ firmed,  as  to  make  your  Mnjesty’9  reign  for 

* the  future  no  less  easy  than  glorious  and  suc- 
‘ cessful. 

‘ But  however  promising  these  appearances 
‘ are,  yet  your  Majesty  must  be  sensible  that 
‘ the  Jacobite  party  is  still  very  strong,  and  their 
views  only  suspended  in  expectation  of  a fn- 

* vourable  opportunity.  Of  this,  your  Majesty 
‘ has  the  strongest  proofs,  and  surest  intelll- 
‘ gence.  Those  of  the  foreign  ministers  who 
■ * are  best  acquainted  with  this  country,  and 

* who,  upon  account  of  their  religion,  may  he 
‘ supposed  to  be  so  far  admitted  into  the  general 

* designs  and  consultations  of  the  disaffected, 
1 as  to  be  no  incompetent  judges  of  the  heart 
‘ and  spirit  that  party  is  in,  do,  in  their  most 
‘ secret  and  undisguised  relations  to  their  re- 

* spective  courts,  where  they  may  be  supposed 
1 to  open  their  minds  with  the  greatest  freedom 

* and  sincerity,  constantly  represent  the  present 
‘ tranquillity  of  this  nation,  as  owing  more  to 

* the  despairof  giving  your  Majesty  any  distur- 
‘ bance  from  abroad,  than  to  any  real  change 
‘ or  submission  wrought  in  the  minds  of  the 
‘ Pretender’s  adherents;  insinuating,  that  if  the 
‘ engagements  which  at  present  withhold 
4 France  and  Spain  from  espousing  his  cause, 

* were  once  dissolved,  and  a bare  connivance  in 

* his  favour  from  either  of  those  quarters,  the 
‘ spirit  of  disaffection  would  spon  rally,  and 
‘ the  sparks  of  resentment,  which  now  lie 

* smothered,  would  break  out  into  as  fierce  a 
‘ flame  as  ever.  However  vain  their  reasonings 

* may  be,  as  to  the  success  that  would  attend 
‘ any  such  practices : yet  this  much  is  undenia- 
‘ ble,  that  these  notions  lessen  the  weight  and 

* influence  your  Majesty  ought  to  have  abroad 
‘ as  to  the  affairs  of  Europe  in  general.  And  it 
‘ is  equally  certain,  that  nothing  will  so  soon 
‘give  creditto  these  opinions  and  insinuations, 

* as  the  seeing  any  handle  given  to  the  enemies 

* of  your  Majesty’s  government,  for  propagating 
‘ discontents  at  home,  and  for  alienating  the 

* affections  of  your  Majesty’s  subjects. 

‘ Among  all  the  topics  for  sowing  sedition, 

‘ there  is  none  which  the  Jacobites  have  ma- 
‘ naged  with  greater  industry  and  success,  than 

* your  VKU'T 


greatly  increase  the  wealth,  power,  nnd  in- 
luencc  of  this  kingdom. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House of  Commons; 

“ I hare  ordered  the  proper  officers  to  pre- 


* your  German  dominions.  But  whatever  ntti. 
‘ fice  they  have  employed  to  this  end,  yet  the 
‘ necessity  of  your  Majesty’s  inspecting  from 
‘ time  Co  time,  the  state  of  your  affairs  in  those 
‘ parts,  and  the  prudence  and  caution  your 

* Mujesty  hus  used  as  to  the  times  and  seasons 
‘ of  undertaking  ibis  journey,  have  in  a great 
‘ measure  disappointed  their  endeavours  to 
‘ misrepresent  this  step  : but  when  they  may 
‘ with  some  appearance  at  lease  insinuate,  that 

* this  journey  wiil  become  aunual,  the  wisest 

* man  cannot  foretell  what  mischiefs  such  an 
1 opinion,  should  it  gain  credit,  may  produce. 

* Should  your  Majesty,  therefore,  alter  so  long 
‘ a stay  as  your  affairs  required  you  to  make  at 
‘ Hanover  last  year,  think  it  proper  nnd  advise- 
1 able  immediately  after  the  ending  of  thissbort 
‘session,  again  to  visit  your  foreign  dominions, 

* you  would  thereby  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
f disaffected  to  insinuate,  that  the  same  mclina- 
‘ tions  which  call  your  Majesty  abroad  this 
1 summer,  being  likely  always  to  subsist,  will 
‘ always  produce  the  same  effect,  and  Britain 
1 thereby  be  reduced  lo  the  same  state  with 
‘ Ireland  (where  the  lord  lieutenant  never  ap- 

* pears,  hut  when  the  Parliament  is  called  tu 
‘ give  money)  and  never  enjoy  the  blessing  of 
‘ your  Majesty’s  presence  any  longer  than 
‘ while  this  service  Insts. 

• Having  laid  before  your  Mnjestv,  the  in- 

* conveniences  and  dangers  which  in  my  opi- 
‘ nion  will  arise  from  your  going  abroad  this 
‘ year ; I most  humbly  beg  leave  to  mention 

* some  of  the  many  advantages  that  will  in  all 
‘ probability  be  the  consequences  of  your  Ma- 
jesty’s continuance  here  this  summer.  In 

* the’first  place,  the  well  affected  pnrty  in  ge- 
‘ neral,  being  supported  by  your  Majesty’s pre- 
‘ sence,  and  encouraged  by  being  under  your 
‘ immediate  influence,  will  he  enabled  to  make 
1 the  best  advantage  of  the  present  good  temper 
‘ the  nation  is  in.  Your  Majesty’s  friends  in 
‘ the  city  will  not  only  carry  every  thingduring 
1 the  summer,  but  hy  the  help  and  assistance 
‘ of  your  servants,  will  he  prepared  to  lay  bc- 

* fore  the  Parliament,  such  bills  as  may  for  the 
‘ future  secure  the  government  of  that  impor- 
tant place,  entirely  in  the  hands  of  t hose  who 
‘ are  zealous  in  your  Majesty's  interest. 

‘ The  nest  points  of  consequence  to  the 
‘ peace,  ease,  and  security  of  jour  Majesty's 
‘ government,  are  the  clergy  and  the  two  uni- 
‘ versities,  and  if  a right  use  is  made  of  their 
‘ present  disposition,  I am  persuaded;  it  will 
‘ not  be  difficult  to  find  out  some  farther  eu- 
‘ couragements,  that  will  make  the  majority  of 

* those  great  bodies  firm  friends  to  your 
‘ Majesty  ; and  as  your  Majesty  knows,  that 
‘ I have  always  had  the  gaining  them  over 
1 to  your  Majesty  very  much  at  heart,  so 

‘ 1 have  lately  bad  frequent  conversations 

of  London 
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pare  nuii  ley  before  you  Estimates , of  the  cx- 
pences  for  the  scrvjcemifi,  the  ensuing  ye*r  j 
and,  115  they -do-  not  exceed  what  Iras  beeu 
found  by  experience  to  lie  absohiielyrriecessary 
for^he-seeurity-of-tlie— kingdom,  1 muke  no 
question  hut  l shall  have  your  ready  concur- 
rence in  raising  the  Supplies,  in  such  I luunner 
as  skull  be  most  easy  to  my  people.  - 
“ There  is  one  thing  that  I cannot  but  men- 
tion to  you,  us  deserving-your  particular  couhi- 
der.1t  I on  : it  is  too  manifest,  .that  the  I-'Um!s 
established  lor  the  finishing  the  works  at  Green- 
wich Hospital,  oud  providing,-  foc-n  competent 
number  of  seuineu'  there,  cannot,  iu  lime  of 
peace,  he  sufficient  to  answer  the., ex  pences  of 
this  great  and  necessary  work.  It  t9  therefore 
very  much  to  be  wished,  that  some  methed 
could  be  found,  out,  toinake  a.l'urtlier  provision 
for  u ooiufnrtable  support  to  aUrsOaineu,  worn 
out  id  the  service  of  their  country,  and  labour- 
ing udder  old  ngc  and  infirmities.. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,;  , 

“ Yon  must  all.be  sensible  how -much  our 
present  happiness  is  owing  to  your  union  and 
steady  conduct : It  is  tbereforewhoUy  unneces- 
sary t > recommend  to  you  unauiuuiy  and  dis- 
patch id  *11  your  deliberations.  The  zeal  and 
abilities  you  bine  on  all  occasions  shewn,  ill 
supporting  die  interest  of  your  country,  even 
under  the.greatest  difficulties,  leave  me  nurooin 
to  doubt  of  ttiy  having  your  entire  and  eft'ecluul 
concurrence  in  every  tliiug  tlmt  can  tend  to 
the  service  of  the  public,  and  to  the  good  of  my 
people.” 


i 7 24. — -The  Lord s',  Address  qf  Thanks.  [ <04 

“ Most  Graciotis  Soverergd ; 

“ We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lotds  spiritual  mid  temporal  in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return 
your.  -Majesty  our  -most  bumble  and  hearty 
Until  Is,  for  your  Majesty's  most  gracious 
speech  from  the  throne.  Pence  with  all 
powers  abroad,  perfect  tranquillity  and  plenty 
at  home,  and  an  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
all  our  rights  and  liberties,  are  such  inestima- 
ble blessings  to  us,  as  leave  us  no  room  to  wish 
for  nqy  thing  more  to  complete  our  happiness, 
hut  for  your  Majesty's  long  life  and  happy 
reign  oyer  a most  faithful  and  obedient  people. 
We  think  ourselves  iu  duty,  hound  to  acknow- 
ledge this  prosperous  situation  of  affairs,  to  be 
wholly  owing  to  the  blessing  of  God  on  the 
wise  pleasures  your  Majesty  lias  pursued,  foe 
the  true  interest  of  this  kingdom. 

“ Your  Majesty’s  tender  and  compassionate 
concern  and  care  for  the  seamen,  wlm  have, 
by  their  bravery, eminently  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  service:  of  their  country,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  cannot  but  encourage  all 
your  subjects  to  the  strictest  performance  of 
their  duly  ; and  we  most. humbly  beseech  your 
Majesty  to  believe,  that  we  shall  at  all  times 
exert  ourselves,  with  the  same  7.cal  which  lias 
hitherto  animated  us  in  your  Majesty's  service, 
for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  nation,  and 
and  that  our  cbenrlu!  concurrence  shall  never 
be  wanting,  whenever  it  lies  in  our  power,  to 
advance  the  true  interest  of  the  public,  and 
promote  your  Majesty’s  glory.” 


The  Lords'  Address  of  Thanks .]  Nov.  13. 
The  Lords  presented  the  following  Address : 


‘.(Gibson)  who  is,  with  me,  fully  persuaded  it 
f would  be  very  practicable  to  reduce  them  to 
‘ a better  sense  of  their  duty ; and  »e  have  aU 
1 ready  made  a rough  draught  of  some  things 
‘ proper  to  be  done  for  this  end.  The  last  and 
‘ most  important  consideration,  is  the  preserv- 
* ing  that  zeal  and  affection  toward  your 
‘ Majesty,  which  lias  h'therto  appeared  so 
‘emiuenlly  in  this  parliament,  and  taking 
‘ hold  of  the  present  situation  of  your  nf- 
‘ fairs,  for  concerting,  during  the  recess,  such 
measures  as  may,  with  their  concurrence,  at 
.‘their  next  meeting,  secure  your  Majesty  jind 
‘ the  nation, from  those  frequent  convulsions, 

‘ which  have  at  nil  times  been  feft  by  your 
| royal  predecessors,  ever  since  the  revolu- 

‘ 1 must,  before  1 conclude, jiegleave  to  make 
1 one  further  observation  of  your  Majesty,  tliat 
‘ should  you  be  pleased  to  defer  going  abroad 
‘ this  summer,  your  Majesty  may,  by  calling  ' 
‘ the  parliament  in  October  next, ’have  the  ses-  ; 
‘ sion  finished  in  February,  and  without  the  j 
‘ lenst  iqconvenieiice  to  yjnir  affairs,  set  out  1 
‘ horn  hence  in  the  beginning  of  March  next, 
‘and  stay  at  Hanover,  if  you,  tiling  fit,,  till  I 
January  following.  So,  that  take  two  years 


The  King’s  Answer.]  The  King's  Answer 
was  as  follows : 


‘ many  months  there  as  you  could  do,  if  you 
‘ went  this  summer  and  the  next;  with  this 
‘ only  difference,  that  tiie  one  may  occasion  and 
‘ bring  inextricable  difficulties  upon  your  affairs 
‘ here,  and  the  other  will  not  give  rise  even  to 

* the  least  munnur. 

‘ I presume  to, seudyour  Majesty  my  thoughts 
‘ uppu  this  matter  in  writing,  that  what  I have 
‘ to  lay  before  your  Majesty  may  he  done  with 
greater  exactness  mid  privacy.  I once  more 
‘ beg  yuur  Majesty  will  believe,  that  what  is 
‘ here  said  upon  a subject,  which  I fear  will  he 
‘ disagreeable  to  you,  Hows  from,  a heart  fill!  of 
‘ duty  and  veneration  for  your  sacred  person, 

* and  from  no  other  motives,  but  those  uf 
‘ honour  and  conscience;  and  that  after  1 jmve 
‘ laid  my  thoughts  with  lliegreatest  deference 
1 before  your  Majesty,  1 shall,  not  ouly  obey, 

‘ hut  cheerfully  execute  whatever. your  Majesty 
1 shall  think  fit  to  determine;  being,  with  the 
‘ warmest  zeal  and  most  unalterable  aliach- 
‘ ment.  Sire,  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  sub- 
‘ jeet,  ami  most  devoted  servant.' 

“ This  firm  bqt  respectful  representation  had 
its  due  effect ; the  king  did  not  remove  From 
England,  and  his  presence  was  highly,  jhstru- 
.menlal  inmaintaiuiug  thedomesuctrauquillitT." 
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“ My  Lord! ; 

“ I thank  you  lor  this  very  loyal  nrid  dutiful 
Address.  Yotl  may  depend  upon  my  steady 
pursuit  of  such  measures  only,  as,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God  upon  my  endeavours,  w ill  most 
effectually  Secure  the  true  interest  nf  all  my 
people  : and  that  I shall  nt  ull  times  esteem 
the  increase  of  their  happiness  ns  the  greatest 
gldry  bf  my  reign." 

The  Commons’  Address  of  Thanks.]  Nov. 
14.  The  Commons  presented  their  Address 
of  Thnuks  to  his  Majesty,  which  was  ns  fol- 
lows: 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  assembled,  return  your  Majesty 
the  Thanks  of  this  House  for  your  Majesty’s 
most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne ; and 
as  your  Majesty’s  fatherly  tenderness  for  your 
people  and  the  unspeakable  comforts  of  an 
easy  government,  demand  the  sincerest  tribute 
of  duty ; your  Majesty's  faithful  Commons  do 
now  offer  to  your  Majesty  the  most  unfeigned 
assurances  of  gratitude  and  loyalty,  with  that 
becoming  zeal  and  affection  that  is  particularly 
Requisite  at  this  time. 

“ We  beg  leave  to  congratulate  with  your 
Majesty  on  the  prosperous  situation  of  affairs 
at  home  and  abroad  ; u subject  not  only  of 
content,  but  of  joy  : nnd  we  should  be  want- 
ing to  ourselves,  and  insensible  of  our  own 
prosperity,' if  we  did  not  feel  the  same  satisfac- 
tion in  reaping  the  fruits  of  your  Majesty’s 
great  wisdom,  that  your  Majesty  hath  in  im- 
ploying  it  to  direct  and  guide  ns  to  our  Own 
happiness. 

' “ Peace  witii  ail  powers  abroad,  plenty  and 
tranquillity  at  home,  with  a full  and  quiet  en- 
joyment of  every  thing  that  is  dear  nnd  valua- 
nbte  to  us,  are  peculiar  marks  of  your  Majes- 
ty’s government ; which  that  they  may  he’  for 
ever  remembered,  this  House  will  use  their  ut- 
most endeavours,  by  the  divine  assistance,  to 
transmit  the  'happy  consequences  of  these 
blessings  tO-the  latest  posterity,  as  monumenls 
to  futurity  of  the  glories  of  your  Majesty’s 
feign. 

“ To  support  the  interest  and  credit  of  our 
country,  is  to  pay  the  most  acceptable  obe- 
dience to  your  Majesty,  and  therefore  this 
□nuse  Will  proceed  with  all  cheiirftiluess  and 
dispatch  in  raising  sufcli  supplies  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  honour  and  safety  of  the  na- 
tion: We  will  labour  to  discharge  gradually 
the  national  debt,  by  the  improvement  of  the 
public  rCvehUes  : ' to  increase  our  wealth,  by 
the  advancement  of  our  trade ; and  to  esta- 
blish our  strength,  by  the  encoutugement  of 
our  navigation ; and  are  ready  heartily  to 
assist  your  Majesty  in  every  thing  that  shall 
tend  to  the  security  arid  gnltuleur  of  your 
Majesty  and  your  kingdoms." 

The  King's  Anstcer.]  To  this  Address  his 
Majesty  fetutnedtiHrfoMdNiigAri'Sivee:eR'^'  ° 
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“ Gentlemen  ; 

“ I return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  your 
loyAl  Address;  t never  made  any  doubt,  hut 
tlirit  whenever  tire  honour  and  interest  of  the 
kingdom  called  upori  you,  I should  meet  with 
the  same  return  of  duty  and  fidelity,  nnd  the 
same  affection  anil  zeal  lor  my  service,  as  I 
have  hitherto  experienced  on  nit  oricasious.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Number  nf  the 
Lund  Forces]  Nov.  23.  In  a Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  the  Commons  considered 
farther  of  the  Supply.  The  several  Estimates 
of  the  charge  of  Guards,  Garrisons,  and  Land 
Forces  ; of  the  Forces  in  the  Plantations,  Mi- 
norca, and  Gibraltar;  of  the  Out-Pensioners  of 
Clielsen-hospital,  for  the  year  1725,  and  of  ex- 
traordinary expences  not  provided  for  by  Par- 
liament,having  been  referred  to  theCotmriittee, 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham  (Secretary  nt  War,) 
opened  the  debate  on  those  several  heads, 
shewed  the  necessity  of  keeping  Up  the  same 
number  ofgriards,  garrisons,  and  land-forces,  and 
moved  for  making  the  same  provision  for  them 
for  theyear  1725,  ti9  Was  made  for  this  year.  Mr. 
Pelham’s  motion  Was  supported  by  Mr.T rehv,  sir 
Eilmuitd  Bacon, general  Wade,  auditor.  Yonge; 
hut  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Plummer,  Mr.  Free- 
man, sir  William  Barker,  lord  Morpeth,  sir  Jte- 
seph  Jekyll,  Mr.  Cornwall,  Mr.  Snell,  Mr. 
Unngerfurd,  and  Mr.  Shippen,  which  occasions 
ed  a warm  debate,  that  lasted  till  four  in  the 
afternoon.  Those  who  opposed  Mr.  Pelham's 
motion,  were  not  all  of  Che  same  opinion,  as  to 
the  number  of  troops,  some  being  for  reducing 
the  arriiy  to  7 of  8,000  men,  as  wns  done  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaties  of  Ryswick  and 
Utrecht,  and  others  insisting  only  on  the  dis- 
banding of  the  4,000  men  raised  upon  occasion 
of  the  late  Conspiracy. 

Mr.  Snell,  member  for  Gloucester,  to  shew 
the  danger  of  a Standing  Army  in  a free  coun- 
try, brought  two  instances ; the  one  of  an  in- 
sult given  by  dragoons  encamped  in  the  wtsf, 
to  some  countrymen  that  were  merrv-lriaking; 
the  other,  of  an  officer  quartered  at  Gloucester, 
who,  Upon  a fejoicing  day,  would  not  permit 
the  city  drums  to  beat,  pretending  that  none 
but  the  Kihg's  drums  had  a right  to  beat  in  the 
giirrisrin.  To  the  first  of  these  complaints 

Mr.  Treby  answered,  That  by  several  Affida- 
vits taken  before  the  magistrates  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, it  app&ared  that  a rude  mob  of  dis- 
contented people  had  given  the  first  insult  anil 
provocation  to  the  King's  troops,  by  calling 
them  ‘ Ilourulheads,’  and  other  abusive  names,- 
and  singing  or  playing  the  tune  of  ‘ The  King 
‘ shall  enjoy  Iris  own  again,’  & c.  To  the  other, 
it  was  said,  That  the  officer,  who  Was  guilty  of 
that  piece  of  indiscretion,  was  so  far  from  being 
countenanced,  that  on  the  contrary,  upon  the 
first  notice  given  of  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
he  was  ordered  to  be  dismissed  from  his  Ma- 

C’s  service;  Which  punishtrient  he  would 
uUdcfgone,  had  not  the  magistrates  of 
Gloucester  been  satisfied  with  his  submission, 
%'.d1irtifced«fffor  WM.risi'tinn ' -'off 
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Mr.  Hfinge fibril  endeavoured  to  shew  the 
danger  of  regular  troops  to  a free  uatiun,  and 
eviinc  little  occasion  there  was  for  them  at  tl|is 
happy  juncture,  and  concluded,  He  could  not 
imagine,  what  use  Bit  army  could  be  put  to,  un- 
lets  it  were  to  extinguish  the  dame  that  had 
.been  kindled  in  Ireland  by  the  new  Brass  Half- 
pence, [meaning  the  base  half-pence  coined  by 
Mr.  Wood  for  the  use  of  Ireland,]  and  to  force 
that  people  to  swallow  them- — But  the  most 
. material  objections  were  urged  by 

Air.  SJiippan,  who  upon  this  occasion  spoke 
as  follows 

Mr.  Speaker; 

I huve  spoke  so  often  against  maintaining 
an  extraordinary  number  of  J.and  Forces  in 
lime  of  peace)  that  I should  now  choose  to  be 
silent,  it  I bad  not  the  first  day  of  the  session 
entered  my  claim  to  dispute  the  continuance  of 
the  4,000  augmentation  troops,  aut)  if  I did  not 
think  it  my  duty  to  oppose  every  proposition, 
which  seems  to  carry  the  least  appearance  of 
danger  to  our  constitution. 

I nsk  pardon,  especially  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  looted  it,  if  I take  lljc  present 
question  to  he  of  this  nature.  Nor  can  1 be 
persuaded,  that  die  frequent  imposition  of  un- 
necessary taxes,  or  the  repetition  of  any  griev- 
ance, ought  to  beget  an  insensibility,  or  a 
slavish  acquiescence  in  it.  On  the  contrary,  I 
think  it  ought  to  awaken  and  double  our  atten- 
tion, Jest  it  should  in  time  plead  a prescriptive 
rigid,  and  gradually  grow  into  an  establishment. 

If  I may  he  permitted  to  consider  the  King's 
Speech,  as  tl>e  composition  of  his  ministers, 
wbteh  though  I know  by  experience  |o  be  a 
more  dangerous,"  is  yet  a more  parliamentary 
way,  than  to  consider  it  as  an  edict  from  the 
throne,  I will  observe,  tltnt  it  does  upt  ask  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  the  Commons,  how  far 
they  will  use  their  great,  essential  and  undis- 
puted right  of  raising  money ; but  it  positively 

C scribes  the  exact  provision  we  are  to  make, 
b by  sea  and  land,  for  the  service  of  the  en- 
suing year;  and,  whether  tlmt  be  not  a new 
method  of  speaking  to  Parliaments,  is  with  all 
deference  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  this 
House,  which  is  the  best  judge  of  its  own  privi- 
leges and  power. 

Surely,  Sir,  it  is  very  melnucboly  to  bear  one 
session  after  another,  that,  though  we  are  in  a 
stale  of  tranquillity,  os  the  language  is,  yet  we 
can  ucither  be  secure  at  borne,  uor  respected 
abroad,  without  continuing  above  38,000  land 
forces  in  pay. 

This  way  of  reasoning  entirely  misrepresents 
Our  circumstances  and  condition.  For  it  would 
suggest,  that  we  cannot  enjoy  the  blessings  of  u 
good  reign,  without  enduring  at  the  same  time 
hie  hardships  of  a bad  one,  winch  is  a .contra- 
diction in  itself,  uud  inconsistent  with  the  uo- 
lions  we,  as  Englishmen,  must  ever  entertain  of 
°ur  legal  liberties,  in  maintenance  of  which  our 
predecessors  in  Parliament,  thought  fit  to  alter 
*he  lineal  succession  of  our  royal  family.  This 
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way  of  reasoning  farther  supposes,  that  the  mu- 
tual confidence  betwixt  his  Majesty  and  liis 
people  is  destroyed,  that  there  is  a distrust  on 
one  hand  and  a disaffection  q|i  tl|P  other,  for 
which  there  is  not  the  least  ground  or  pretence. 
For  his  Majesty,  by  his  residence  amongst  us 
this  last  summer,  has  not  only  given  us  the 
clearest  proof  of  his  preferring  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  these  kingdoms,  to  that  of  bis  own 
foreign  dominions;  but  has  for  ever  secured  the 
love  of  his  subjects  here  by  his  most  gracious 
affability  and  personal  condescensions  to  them. 
He  has  for  ever  secured  that  tranquillity  a t 
home,  on  which  he  is  pleased  with  so  much  sa- 
tisfaction to  congratulate  his  Parliament.  Nor 
can  tins  trauqutjlity  be  affected  by  the  clp- 
tuouis  in  Ireland  against  a lute  patent,  [mean- 
ing Mr.  Wood's  patent  for  coining,  which  wgs 
afterwards  recalled]  for  there  is  a large  army 
ill  Unit  kingdom  sufficient  to  curb  tuuiultuuus 
spirits,  and  to  awe  patronizing  oialecontents, 
should  any  such  fie  found.  Nay,  if  more  forces 
are  judged  necessary,  either  for  the  liouour  or 
safety  pf.the  government  there,  th*t  kingdom  is 
able  and  willing  to  maintain  more  on  its  own 
establishment ; and  therefore  nil  arguments 
drawn  from  thence  relating  to  the  present  ques- 
tion must  be  inconclusive.  The  House  may 
perhaps  think  fit,  nl  a proper  season,  to  listen 
so  far  to  the  complaiuts  of  our  fellow  subjects 
in  another  kingdom,  as  to  call  for  this  obr 
noxious  patent,  and  to  examine  into  the 
grounds  of  it.  For  the  rois-government  of  Ire- 
land has  been  frequently  under  the  examination 
of  the  House  of  Commons  here,  and  such  exa- 
minations have  formerly  proved  fatal  to  as 
great  ministers  as  England  ever  bred  ; which 
may  be  matter  of  reflection  to  their  successors 
and  to  those  it  may  concern  ; but  can  never  tip 
any  inducement  to  an  English  Parliament  to 
pay  one  soldier  more,  than  is  absolutely  uece$- 

Now  all  rebellions,  nil  conspiracies,  seem  to 
be  totally  extinguished,  not  more  by  the  late 
seasonable  exertion  of  parliamentary  justice, 
thnn  by, the  wise  and  prudent  conduct  of  those 
in  ihe  administration.  They  have  so  carefully 
reviewed  and  modelled  the  forces  this  suimugr 
in  every  part  of  the  nation,  that  w.e  ar.e  to 
hope,  there  are  not  left  even  so  many,  a?  three 
or  four  serjeauts  and  corporuls,  who.  shall 
.have  fool- hardiness  enough  to  undertake  again 
to  draw  the  whole  army  into  wild  and  clij- 
merical  attempts.  They  have  freed  the  church 
from  all  apprehensions  of  danger,  by  pro- 
moting only  the  most  orthodox  and  learned 
part  of  i be 'clergy  to  ilie  episcopal  dignity  arid 
other  ecclesiastical  preferments.  They  have 
preserved  the  suite,  by  advancing  only  mp»  qf 
distinguished  ability  and  experience  to  all  great 
offices  and  civil  employments.  They  have, 
which  is  above  nil,  reconciled  their  own  ani- 
mosities, and  have  no  oilur  contentions  now, 
l.ut  who  shall  best  serge  his  Mqjesty  and  tlm 
public,  withuut  any  views  of  accumulating  im- 
mense wealth  to  themselv.es,  or  of  aggrandizing 
.•  ***■#»- 
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t ration  cnn  never  need  the  assistance  and  pro-  t 
tection  of  above  18,000  disciplined  troops. 
Such  an  administration  should  not  suffer  the 
array  to  run  away  with  the  reputation  of  iheir 
good  ami  great  works,  or  to  assume  the  glory 
of  raising  our  credit,  enlarging  our  trade,  and 
establishing  our  present  prosperity. 

Nor  are  our  foreign  affair,  in  a less  flourish- 
ing condition,  than  those  at  home,  so  far  us  [ 

nnce  of  things,  without  being  in  the  secrets  or 
the  cabinet. 

We  can  have  no  apprehensions  from  our 
nearest  neighbour,  France.  For  that  kingdom 
is  engaged  to  ns  by  many  strict  treaties,  and 
I have  heard  the  French  bona  Jides  of  late 
years,  as  much  asserted  and  extolled  in  this 
House  us  I have  formerly  heard  it  ridiculed 
and  exploded.  Besides  we'  have  n vigilant  nii- 
fijster  at  Paris,  who  by  his  own  skill  and 
penetration  in  politics,  as  well  ns  by  good  ad- 
vice and  assistance  from  hence,  is  not  only 
promoting  the  British  interests  there,  but  in- 
fluencing and  directing  the  French  councils. 

Nor  can  we  have  any  pretence  to  keep  up 
those  forces  on  account  of  danger  from  Spain. 
For,  if  that  monarchy  should  be  indiscreet 
enough  to  retain  the  least  harsh  remembrance 
of  any  pretended  ill  usnge  from  Great  Britain  : 
If,  it  should  resent  our  glorious  and  seasonable 
conquest  over  their  fleet  in  the  Mediterarienn, 
for  which  we  struck  a medal  with  pompous  in- 
scriptions: If  it  should  insist  on  the  restitu- 
tion of  Gibraltar  and  Port-RIahon,  which,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  cnn  never  he  surrendered 
without  the  highest  infamy,  as  well  ns  injury, 
to  England.  I Say,  if  any  thing  of  this  kind 
should  remuin  in  the  breast  of  the  court  of 
Spain,  notwithstanding  our  treaties  nnd  daily 
negotiations  there,  it  is  our  comfort,  that  we 
need  fear  no  invasion  from  their  armada  ; that 
the  mutability  of  their  counsels,  their  preten- 
sions in  Italy,  their  distance  from  Great  Britain 
render  it  impracticable  for  them,  to  annoy  or 
distress  us.  And  if  king  Philip’s  resignation 
of  that  crown  w-as  a good  argument  the  last 
year,  for  continuing  the  4,000  augmentation 
troops,  then  his  resumption  of  it  now  must  he  n 
good  one  for  disbanding  them  this  year. 

The  emperor’s  personal  obligations  to  Great 
Britain  are  such,  that  it  is  impossible  for  him 
to  entertain  any  ill  intentions  against  us, 
either  on  account  of  the  Ostend-East-Jndia 
Company,  or  of  his  Majesty's  glorious  endea- 
vours to  remove  the  religious  grievances  in 
Germany,  and  to  promote  the  Protestant  in- 
terest there,  of  which  he  is  the  great  guardian. 

The  Dutch  are  our  old  natural  allies,  and 
always  ready  to  assist  us.  Nor  is  it  their  fault, 
that  we  have  sometimes  disputed  amongst  our- 
selves concerning  the  expence  of  transporting 
llieir  atixiliar  forces.  They  are  bound  to  us, 
by  ancient  tics  of  gratitude,  for  their  original 
preservation,  and  by,  what  is  yet  a stronger 
cement,  their  own  present  interest  and  safety. 

As  to  the  two  northern  crowns  of  Sweden 
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our  protection,  and  tasted  of  our  bounty.  We 
nil  remember  the  famous  aira,  when  250,000/. 
ns  well  as  many  smaller  supplies  since,  were 
raised  on  that  account.  Besides,  we  are  to 
hope  our  expeditions  into  the  Baltic,  under 
the  conduct  of  a brave  officer  (sir  John  Norris) 
here  present,  have  been  as  effectual  as  they 
have  been  expensive,  nnd  that  our  fleet  has  not 
only  awed  them  into  a reconciliation  betwixt 
themselves,  hut  into  an  absolute  submission  to 
Great  Britain. 

, The  Czar  is  stretching  his  conquests  into 
remote  parts  of  the  world,  and  if  what  we  hear 
of  a late  treaty  be  true,  that  it  is  made  entirely 
in  favour  of  Great  Britain,  without  any  regard 
to  foreign  principalities,  we  can  apprehend 
nothing  from  our  new  ally,  who  is  otherwise  so 
fully  employed.  For  however  extensive  our 
mediating  care  may  be,  I presume  we  are  not 
engaged  with  him  to  oppose  the  intended  suc- 
cession of  the  crown  of  Poland,  or  to  settle 
the  balnnce  of  empire  in  Persia. 

If  such  then  is  our  prosperous  situation  at 
home  and  abroad,  why  should  we  be  denied 
the  promised  happy  consequences  of  it?  why 
should  we  be  afraid  of  reducing  our  land  forces? 
why  should  we  not  at  least  strike  off  the  4,000 
augmentation  troops,  in  compassion  to  n nation 
loaded,  and  almost  sunk  with  debt  ? For  should 
a storm  arise  afier  this  calm,  should  any  new 
events  produce  u rupture  in  Europe,  it  will  be 
time  enough,  if  we  are  either  prompted  by 
our  own  heroic  disposition,  or  bound  by  any 
inviolable  treaties,  to  enter  into  the  quarrels  of  I 
the  Continent,  I say,  it  will  be  time  enough  j 
when  the  war  shall  he  actually  declared,  to  ; 
lend  our  assistance  to  those,  whom  we  volun- 
tarily espouse,  or  to  perform  our  engagements 
to  our  respective  allies,  if  they  shall  not  he 
found  romantic  and  impracticable.  We  have  ] 
the  opinion  of  a most  eminent  author  in  civil 
learning,  ‘ That  it  is  more  grievous  to  any  I 

* nation  to  bear  the  least  extraordinary  taxes,  I 
‘ iu  times  of  peace,  than  to  endure  the  greatest  i 
‘ impositions  in  times  of  war.  Because  a war  i 
‘ may  prove  advantageous,  may  terminate  in 

‘ conquest  and  glorious  acquisitions.  But  a con- 
‘ tinuance  of  extraordinary  taxes,  without  it, 

* must  inevitably  end  iu  poverty  and  ruin.’ 

Now  I can  never  he  so  unjust  to  his  Majes- 
ty’s most  mild  nnd  gracious  government,  as  to 
nscrihe  our  present  tranquillity  to  the  con-  | 
tinuance  of  an  extraordinary  number  of  troops,  , 
any  more  than  I can  believe,  it  would  cease  at 
the  reduction  of  part  of  them.  This  would  be  a ! 
dangerous,  as  well  ns  an  absurd  doctrine,  with 
relation  to  us  at  home.  For  should  it  he  ad-  : 
mined,  that  above  eighteen  thousand  land  1 
forces  have  not  only  procured  our  present 
tranquillity,  but  that  they  are  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  the  security  of  the  kingdom  ; then 

it  will  follow,  that  the  same  number  will  al- 
wavs  be  absolutely  necessary ; that  a mili-  | 
tnry  power  is  the  most  pacific  form  of  govern- 
ment ; and  thnt  an  army  will  be  a better  pre- 
server of  pence  and  plenty,  n better  euar- 
.SditMuofpiSNin'l  etvii'ydti cl  rebgji&ia*1  rights,  than  the 


40!)]  PARL.  HISTORY,  11  Gesrce  I.  172+.— on  the  Number  qf  the  Land  Forces.  [410 


liir  of  the  land.  This  doctrine  too,  consider-  , 
ed  with  regard  to  the  respect  and  influence 
we  may  have  abroad,  is  as  absurd  and  ill- 
grounded  ; for  that  respect  and  influence  can 
never  proceed  from  the  number  of  laud  forces, 
we  inay  think  fit  to  burthen  ourselves  with  in 
tune  of  peace ; but  it  must  proceed  from  the 
advantages  of  our  nntnral  situation,  from  our 
naval  strength,  from  our  extended  commei  ce, 
from  our  vast  riches,  which  have  enabled  us  to 
carry  on  long  and  expensive  wars ; to  maintain, 
when  our  allies  failed  in  their  quotas,  three 
great  armies  at  once  in  three  distant  nations;  and 
these  advantages  will  ever  enable  us  to  hold 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  unless  worn 
out  witli  unnecessary  anti  insupportable  taxes. 

But  if  not  so  much  as  the  four  thousand 
augmentation  troops  are  to  be  parted  with,  if 
they  are  to  be  continued  till  the  pretences  of 
all  the  princes  in  Europe  shall  be  adjusted, 
till  the  different  interests  of  different  nations 
shall  he  reconciled,  till  the  claim  of  Bremen 
and  Verden  shall  be  fully  settled  and  ac- 
quiesced in,  till  the  long  expected  form  of 
n congress  shall  be  conudeted,  I freely  own,  I 
am  not  without  my  npprehensions,  that  our 
immense  national  debt,  instead  of  heing  an- 
nually reduced,  will  he  daily  increased  ; that 
our  present  grievances,  for  grievances  we  have 
in  the  midst  of  all  our  tranquillity,  instead  of 
being  speedily  removed,  will  become  perpetual, 
and  we  may  dream  of  blessings  we  shall  never 

On  the  whole,  I am  against  continuing 
the  number  of  fotces  proposed,  and  for  disband- 
ing at  least  the  four  thousand  augmentation 

Mr.  Yonge  retorted  these  arguments  with 
great  vivacity  and  address.  He  said,  among 
other  things,  He  was  obliged  to  the  gentleman 
that  spoke  on  the  other  side,  for  furnishing 
him  with  reasons  for  keeping  up  the  present 
number  of  troops:  That  the  prosperous  situa- 
tion of  affairs,  the  pea:  e with  all  powers 
abroad,  and  the  perfect  tranquillity  at  home, 
heing,  in  a great  measure,  owing  to  the  good 
posture  we  were  in,  both  by  sea  and  land, 
which  made  us  respected  abroad,  and  secure 
at  home,  it  were  imprudence  not  to  continue 
those  forces  on  the  same  foot.  That  the  par- 
liament had  indeed  obliged  king  William  of 
glorious  memory,  to  reduce  his  army  to  7000 
men.  But  what  was  the  consequence  of  it? 
Why  truly,  the  French  king  was  thereby  en- 
couraged to  acknowledge  nnd  proclaim  the 
1’retender,  as  king  of  England,  and  to  seize 
on  the  timnarchy  of  Spain,  which  was  the 
occasion  of  u long,  bloody,  and  expensive 
war.  That  as  to  the  reduction  of  the  army, 
after  the  pence  of  Utrecht,  it  was  well 
known  that  it  was  principally  owing  to  those 
who  were  for  having  an  army  of  another 
stamp.  That  this  reduction  would  have  proved 
fatal  to  the  Protestant  succession,  had  some 
people  had  time  to  ripen  their  designs.  That 
at  least  it  encouraged  a great  rebellion  soon 

“iw  i», 


ciilous  accession  to  the  crown : and  as  the 
spirits  and  discontents  which  raised  that  rebel- 
lion were  not  yet  wholly  extinguished  and  suli- 
dued,  they  would  soon  see  insurrections  at 
home,  and  the  peace  of  Europe  disturbed 
abroad,  if  they  parted  with  the  army. 

The  question  heing  put  upon  Mr.  Pelham’s 
motion,  it  was  earned  in  the  affirmative  by 
206  voices  against  60;  and  resolved,  1.  That 
the  number  of  effective  men  to  he  provided  for 
guards  and  garrisons  in  Great  Britain,  and  for 
Jersey  :uid  Guernsey,  for  the  year  1725,  he 
(including  1,815  invalids)  18,264  men  ; com- 
mission and  non  commissioned  officers  in- 
cluded. 2.  That  the  sum  of  654,4887.  17s.  8 d. 
he  granted  for  the  charge  of  the  said  18,26+ 
effective  men,  for  the  year  1725.  3.  That  the 
sum  of  152,6377.  16s.  5 d.  he  granted  for  main- 
taining his  Majesty’s  forces  and  garrisons  in 
the  plantations,  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  nnd 
for  provisions  lor  the  garrisons  of  Annapolii 
Royal,  Placentia,  and  Gibraltar,  for  the  year 
1725.  4.  The  sum  of  12,0007.  upon  account 
for  out-pensioners  of  Cltelsea  hospital,  for  the 
year  1725.  And,  5.  The  sum  of  16,841/.  8s.  6<7. 
for  the  defraying  several  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  and  services,  incurred  and  not  provided 
for  by  the  parliament.  These  Resolutions  be- 
ing the  next  day  reported,  were  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Report  op  Precedents  of  Punishments 
fob  Breach  of  the  Privileges  of  the 
House  of  Lords.]  Nov.  SO.  The  Lords  ap- 
pointed a Committee  to  search  Precedents,  as 
to  what  Punishments  have  been  inflicted,  or 
methods  taken  to  vindicate  the  Honour  of  this 
House,  in  cases  of  any  Breach  of  their  Lord- 
ships’  Privilege,  or  Contempts  to  this  House: 

Nov.  25.  The  lord  Delawar  acquainted  the 
Hoifse,  That  the  Lords’  Committees  appointed 
to  search  Precedents,  as  to  what  Punishments 
have  been  inflicted,  or  methods  taken  to  vin- 
dicate the  Honour  of  this  House,  in  cases  of 
any  Breach  of  their  Lordships’  Privilege,  or 
Contempts  to  this  House,  had  inspected  Pre- 
cedents accordingly ; and  had  prepared  a Re- 
port ; which  he  was  ready  to  make,  when  their 
lordships  will  please  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  now  re- 
ceived. 

Accordingly  his  lordship  reported  from  the 
said  Committee,  as  follows : 

“ That  the  Committee  have  inspected  the 
Journals  of  this  House,  in  relation  to  the 
matters  to  them  referred ; and  think  proper 
to  offer  to  your  lordships’  consideration 
the  following  instances  ; viz. 

“ February  27,  1620.  Richard  Reynolds 
nnd  Robert  \V right,  for  arresting  a servant  to 
the  earl  of  Oxford,  were  ordered  to  be  set  on 
horseback,  near  Westminster-ball ; neither  of 
them  to  have  cloak  or  hat;  but  to  have  on 
their  breasts  and  backs  papers,  expressing  their 
breach  of 
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' iJlB  pnvi*.  £<  i <d  |mrl)wijei!l.  aggravated  by 
* cvat<!in|i' ' .'l  ii "d  »o  t.i  pass  to 
the  Flee',  ah  i-  they  i i"  to  hi-  'ift  prisoners. 

feu inc  tin  an  -.8o: d'«  --n.il  in  I.  protection, 
was  ordered  to  stand  on  tin  mjlory,  nt  West- 
minster and  m Clieapsiile,  with  papers  on  i»is 
bead  slmi'loa  l.b  "lienee;  and  then  to  be 
carried  in  Bridewell,  and.  there  to  remain  din- 
ing Ids  life,  mid  to  work  for  his  living. 

“ March  92,  1623.  Thomas  Morley,  fur 
pn  Wishing  a pinned  petition,  very  scandalous 
•gainst  tlie  lord  keeper  in  particular,  and  by 
aspersion  Bgainst  the  whole  court  of  Star- 
chamber  in  general,  and  ut  the  bar  insolently 
using  many  insolent  words  of  the  lord  keeper, 
in  presence  of  their  lordships,  was  imprisoned 
in  the  Fleet,  fined  1,0001.  to  the  King ; set  with 
his  neck  in  the  pillory  in  Clieapsiile,  with  one 
ot  the  petitions  on  his  head  ; ordered  to  piuke 
submission,  mid  acknowledgment  of  his  fault, 
at  the  liar  and  in  the  Star-chamber.  TJienext 
day  one  Waterhouse,  who  penned  the  first 
draught  of  Worley’s  petition,  was  adjudged  to 
be  a.  prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  and  debarred  pen, 
ink,  -and  paper,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
House;  fined  600/.  to  the  King  ; to  make  sub- 
mission,  and  acknowledgment  of  this  his  fault, 
at  the  bar,  in  the  Star-chamber,  and  to  the 
lord  keeper : and  Bernard  Alsop,  .the  printer 
of  the  petition,  imprisoned  in  the  Fleet,  admo- 
nislied  not  to  print  any  more  petitions  j and  to 
make  submission  and  acknowledgment. 

“ May  98,  1624.  Upon  a report  from  the 
Committee  of  Privileges,  the  fine  on  Motley 
was  reduced  to  500/.  and  lie  was  discharged 
out  of  prison ; and  Waterhouse’s  punishment, 
upon  his  petition,  was  remitted, 

“July  9,  1625.  Ralph  Rrooke,  Yorke 
Herald,  for  exhibiting  a false  and  scandalous 
petition  against  the  earl  Marshal,  was  sentenced 
to  make  his  submission  to  the  said  earl  Marshal 
at  the  bay,  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  dur- 
iug  pleasure,  and  fined  1,000  marks. 

“ April  4, 1626.  George  Gardner,  for  buy- 
ing and  selling  of  counterfeited  protections 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  a peer  in  parlia- 
ment, was  ordered  to  be  set  on  the  pillory  at 
Westminster,  wifh  a paper  on  his  head,  de- 
claring bis  offence ; and  afterwards  to  be  car- 
ried down  to  Norwich,  and  there  to  stand  on 
the  pillory,  with  the  like  paper. 

“ 13th  June  following,  the  same  Gardner, 
for  scandalizing  the  justice  of  this  House,  and 
for  unjustly  slandering  the  lord  keeper,  was  or- 
dered to  stand  in  the  pillory  at  Westminster, 
with  a paper  on  his  head,  declaring  his  offence ; 
and  to  ride  backward  with  the  same  paper  to 
the  cross  in  Cheapside,  and  to  stand  on  the 
pillory  there,  and  so  to  ride  back  to  the  Fleet : 
and  though  the  lord  keeper  did  earnestly  desire 
this  punishment  might  be  forgiven  Gardner, 
yet  the  House  denied  it. 

“April  16,  1628.  Anthony  Lamplugh,  for 
•xhil.iiiug  an  unjust  and  scandalous  petition 
against  the  lord  keeper  and  lord  bishop  of  Lin- 
coln, was^ew*nceto  /Mr- 


Fleet  ; to  acknowledge  here,  at  the  ba.r,  ‘ That 
1 the  said  petition  is  unjust  and  scandalous, 
• and  that  lie  is  sorry  lor  it and  to  ask  their 
lordships’  furgiveuesg;  and  to  he  brought  to  the 
chancery  bar,  and  there  to  make  the  like  acr 
l.iiov,  lodgment. 

“ The  (text  day,  he  having  asked  forgiveness 
at  the  bar,  the  remainder  of  the  censure  wag 
forgiven. 

“ June  12,  1628.  Ensign  -Reynde,  for  igr 
noniinious  speeches  littered  by  bitu  against  the 
lord  viscount  Say  and  Seale,  uud  for  his  con- 
tempt of  this  high  churl  of  parliament,  was 
adjudged  never  to  bear  arms  hereafter,  but  ac- 
counted unworthy  to  be  a soldier ; to  be  iixtr 
prisoned  during  pleasure;  to  stand  under  tlie 
pillory,  with  papers  on  bis  head  shewing  his 
offence,  at  Cheapside.  and  at  Banbury ; to  be 
lined  at  909/.  IP  the  King,  aud  to  ask  forgive- 

“ And  as  to  tlie  precedent  last  mentioned-, 
the  Committee  think  proper  to  observe  to  the 
House,  That  it  appears  hy  the  Journal,  that 
their  lordships’  utmost  endeavours  were  used, 
to  apprehend  and  bring  the  said  Reynde  in 
person  before  tlieqi,  to  justice ; but  he  ab- 
sconded, so  that  lie  could  not  be  taken  ; not- 
withstanding which,  the  House,  in  itis  absence, 
proceeded  to  the  censure  above-mentioned  ; 
ami  directed  tlie  court  of  Star-chamber  to  put 
the  sentence  against  him  in  execution,  if  be 
should  happen  to  be  apprehended  after  the 
ending  of  the  session,  and  out  of  time  of  par- 
liament. 

“ Jan.  13,  1640-  James  Faucet,  for  inso- 
lent and  abusive  speeches  against  the  earl  of 
Newport,  was  sentenced  to  stand  committed 
to  tlie  Fleet ; to  make  his  bumble  submission 
to  the  said  earl,  and  to  pay  him  600/.  fot 
damages. 

“ March  29,  1642,  post  meridiem,  John 
Bond,  for  being  the  author  and  contriver  of  a 
false  ai;.d  scandalous  letter,  pretended  to  he 
sent  from  the  Queen  in  Holland  to  his  Majesty 
at  York,  was  sentenced  to  stand  on  the  pillory 
at  Wesiuiutster-hall  door,  and  in  Cheapside, 
with  a paper  on  his  head,  written,  • A Contriver 
‘ of  False  and  Scandalous  Libels;’  the  said  let- 
ters to  lie  called  in,  and  burnt  near  him  as  he 
stands ; and  he  to  be  committed  to  the  house 
of  correction. 

“ April  28,  1642.  Sir  William  San  Ravy, 
knight,  for  false,  scandalous  and  malicious  re- 
ports and  speeches  against  the  earl  of  Danby, 
was  fined  to  the  King,  in  the  sum  of  100/. ; or- 
dered to  pay  the  said  earl  by  way  of  damages, 
500/. ; to  make  a submission  at  the  bar,  and  to 
be  imprisoned  in  the  Fleet. 

“ July  9,  1603.  Alexander  Filton,  for  con- 
triving and  publishing  an  infamous  libel  against 
the  lord  Gerrnrd  of  Brandon,  fined  500/.  to  bis 
Majesty,  committed  to  the  King’s- bench,  and 
to  find  sureties  for  his  behaviour  during  life. 

“ December  18,  1667.  William  Carr,  for 
dispersing  scandalous  and  seditious  printed 
papers  against  the  lord  Gerrard  of  Brandon, 

MAW-  *• 
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^ March  1st,  1076.  Dr.  Cnry  ivns  fined  j 
1 000/.,  lor  refusing  to  discover  his  knowledge  I 
of  n libel ; nnd  to  be  committed  to  the  Tower 
fill  he  pays  the  same. 

« March  8th  1688-9.  William  Downing, 
for  printing  a paper  reflecting  on  the  lord  Grey 
of  Warke,  was  committed  to  the  Gale-house, 
and  fined  1,000/.  to  the  king. 

“ June  11th  1689.  Percy's  petition,  claim- 
ing the  enrldoin  of  Northumberland,  enntnining 
several  reflections,  was  dismissed  the  House  ; 
unit  the  said  Percy  was  ordered  to  he  brought 
before,  the  four  courts  in  Westminster  Ilall, 
wearing  a paper  upon  his  breast,  in  which 
these  words  shall  be  written  ‘ The  false  and 
1 impudent  pretender  to  the  earldom  of  North- 
‘ umberlana.’ 

“ April  11th,  1690.  Thomas  Garstone,  for 
COBOterleiting  protections,  to  stand  twice  in  the 
pillory,  and  be  committed  to  the  Gate-house 
till  he  pays  his  fees. 

“ February  22d,  1695.  The  IloUse  was  in- 
formed, Tlint  there  was  a paper  delivered  at  the 
door,  reflecting  on  the  House,  by  Robert  Cros- 
6eld  : Whereupon  be  was  called  in,  and  owned 
the  paper ; but  refusing  to  give  the  House  an 
account  who  printed  it,  he  was  ordered  into 
custody. 

“ March  ITth,  1697.  A libel  intituled, 

* Mr.  Bertie’s  Case,  &c.  with  some  remarks  on 
‘ the  Judgment  given  therein,’  was  voted  false, 
malicious,  and  scandalous,  and  ordered  to  be 
burnt;  ami  a committee  was  appointed,  to 
consider  of  the  said  paper. 

" March  18th,  1697.  Report  was  made  from 
the  Committee,  That  the  printer  had  confess- 
ed that  Mr.  Robert  Bertie,  a member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  had  employed  him  to 
print  it. 

“ 26th  of  the  same  month.  Consideration 
"as  bad  of  the  said  paper  ; and  the  earl  of 
Abingdon,  in  his  place,  declared,  * That  be  did, 

‘ in  the  name  of  his  son,  ask  pardon  of  the 
‘ House  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  •’  which  the 
House  accepted. 

11  May  7th,  17  Id.  James  Myrtle,  a solicitor, 
Was  Ordered  into  custody,  for  putting  counsel’s 
names  to  nn  nppeal  without  their  knowledge. 

“ 12th  of  same  May,  Mynde  was  brought 
to  the  bar,  and,  by  a petition,  confessed  him- 
self guilty  ; mid  a committee  was  appointed,  to 
inspect  precedents  of  punishments  inflicted. 

“ 18th  of  that  month,  Report  was  made 
from  that  committee  ; and  Mynde  fined  100/. 
to  the  king. 

“June  4 tli,  1716.  He  petitions  to  be  dis- 
charged out  of  custody  : and  his  petition  was 
rejected, 

“ 12th  of  the  same  month.  He  was  ordered 
to  cause  his  fine  to  be  paid  into  the  clerks 
hands,  in  order  to  be  estreated  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, for  the  regular  pnyment  of  the  same. 

. “ 14th  of  the  same  month.  The  House  being 
informed,  Thnt  the  clerk  had  received  the  said 
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bar,  td  be  discharged  ; and  the  nest  day  he  Was 
brought,  reprimanded,  and  discharged  accord- 
ingly (paying  his  fees.) 

And  the  said  Report  was  read,  by  the  Clerk. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  committed  io  the  Toner 
for  granting  Protections.']  January  21,  1725. 
The  Lords,  after  an  examination  touching  the 
granting  written  Protections,  committed  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk  to  the  Tower  of  London,  for 
having  given  several  written  Protections,  in 
breach  of  the  standing  orders,  and  to  die  dis- 
honour of  the  House,  as  likewise  to  the  ob- 
struction of  public  justice. 

Petition  of  the  Earl  if  Oxford  and  Lord  Mor- 
peth, complaining  of  the  Dejictcncy  of  the  Ac- 
counts iff'  the  Masters  in  Chancery.]  January 
23.  A Petition  of  Edward  earl  of  Oxford,  and 
of  Henry  lord  Morpeth,  two  of  the  guardians 
of  the  person  and  estates  of  Elizabeth  duchess 
dowager  of  Montague,  a luuatic,  was  presented 
to  the  House  of  Commons  and  read,  setting 
forth,  “ That  very  great  sums  of  money  ‘of  the 
said  lunatic's  estate  have,  pursuant  to  orders  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  been  brought  before 
Mr.  Iliccocks,  late  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
said  court,  and  Mr.  Tlio.  Bennet  his  successor, 
now  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  court,  in  order 
to  be  placed  out  at  interest  for  the  benefit  of 
the  said  lunatic,  upon  securities  to  be  approved 
by  the  said  Masters  respectively  : That  upon 
examining  into  the  Accounts  of  the  Masters  in 
Chancery,  relating  to  the  Suitors’  Monies 
brought  before  them,  considerable  Deficiencies 
appear ; and  that  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  Bennet 
lms  not  deposited,  pursuant  to  orders  of  the 
said  court,  several  Mortgages  for  large  sums  of 
money,  belonging  to  the  estates  of  the  snid  luna- 
tic ; neither  ImtTi  he  deposited  nor  secured, 
pursuant  to  orders  of  the  said  court,  9,000/. 
nnd  upwards,  of  his  Balance  of  cash  ; and 
praying  such  relief  as  the  House  shall  think  fit.” 

This  Petition  coming  unexpectedly  into  the 
House,  whilst  the  Accounts  of  the  Masters  in 
Chancery  were  pne  in  a course  of  examina- 
tion before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Great  Seal,  the  said  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table:  But  a motion  being  made, 
" That  the  proper  officer,  or  officers,  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  do  lay  before  this  House 
copies  of  the  Orders  made  by  the  court,  relating 
to  the  Accounts,  and  the  etfects  belonging  to 
the  saitors,  it)  the  bands  of  the  Masters  of  the 
court  of  Chancery,  dated  the  17  th  nnd  21st  of 
December  last,  with  copies  of  the  Reports 
therein  mentioned  : and  also  the  Accounts  of 
the  said  Masters  relating  i hereto,  with  tlteir 
several  explanations  of  the  said  Account a 
great  debate  nrove  thereupon,  in  which  some 
severe  animadversions  were  made  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  earl  of  Macclesfield,  lute  Lord 
Chancellor.  Then  Mr.  Henry  Pelham  moved, 
“ That  the  debate  be  adjourned  to  the  9th  of 
( February,  which  was  carried  by  a great  dir- 
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The  King’s  Message  concerning  the  Masters 
in  Chancery.]  February  9.  Mr.  Methuen  nc-  ' 
quninted  tile  Common!.,  that  he  had  a Message 
from  bis  Majesty  to  the  House,  signed  by  Ins  I 
Majesty  ; mid  that  he  was  commanded  by  his 
Majesty  to  luy  before  the  House  Copies  of  1 
several  Reports  and  other  papers  relating  to  the  | 
Mtistcrs  in  Chancery  ; and  he  delivered  Ills  j 
Majesty’s  Message  to  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  snid 
Copies  ami  other  Reports,  at  the  table.  His  j 
Majesty’s  Message  was  read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  t 
as  follows,  viz. 

George  R. 

“ His  Majesty  having  reason  to  apprehend, 
that  the  suitors  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  were  < 
in  danger  of  losing  a considerable  sum  of 
money  from  the  insufficiency  of  some  of  the 
Masters,  thought  himself  obliged,  in  justice  "and 
compassion  to  the  said  suitors,  to  take  the  most  i 
speedy  and  proper  method  the  law  would  al- 
low, for  inquiring  into  the  state  of  the  Master's 
Accounts,  and  securing  their  effects  for  the  i 
benefit  of  the  suitors : And  his  Majesty  hav- 
ing had  several  Reports  laid  before  lam  in  pur- 
suance of  the  directions  he  had  given,  has  or- 
dered the  said  Reports  to  be  communicated  to 
this  House,  that  this  House  may  have  as  full 
and  as  perfecc  a view  of  this  important  affair, 
ns  the  shortness  of  the  time,  and  the  circum- 
stances and  nature  of  the  proceedings  would 
admit  of.” 

Then  the  said  Reports,  together  with  some 
of  the  papers  referred  to  therein,  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  he  taken  into  farther  considera- 
tion on  the  12th  instant. 

The  King’s  Message  for  the  Maintenance  if 
eleven  Ministers  of  the  New  Churches .] 
Feb.  10.  Mr.  Comptroller  acquainted  the 
Bouse,  That  he  had  a Message  from  his  Ma- 
jesty to  this  House,  signed  by  his  Majesty,  and 
he  delivered  the  same  to  Mr.  Speaker,  who 
read  the  same  to  the  House;  and  the  said 
Message  is  as  follows : 

“ George  R. 

“ The  commissioners  for  building  fifty  new 
churches  in  aud  about  rile  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  and  the  suburbs  thereof,  having 
represented  to  his  Majesty,  That  in  pursuance 
of  several  acts  of  parliament  already  made  for 
that  purpose,  one  Church  hath  been,  for  some 
time,  finished  and  consecrated ; and  three 
chapels  liave  been  converted  into  parish 
churches,  and  also  consecrated ; and  that 
seven  other  churches  are  built,  or  building,  and 
near  finished  ; for  which  eleven  churches,  con- 
venient districts  have  been  also  laid  out  and 
appointed  to  be  the  parishes  respectively  be- 
longiug  to  the  same:  And  his  Majesty  being 
truly  sensible  of  the  great  necessity  there  is  of 
new  churches,  nnd  of  new  divisions  of  parishes 
in  and  about  tho  said  city  and  suburbs,  and  very 
desirous  to  provide  for  the  spiritual  as  well  as 
temporal  welfare  of  all  his  subjects,  aud  being 
also  firmly  persuaded  that  nothing,  will  more 
effectually,  ie^nge^miglit-je.Chsdriito  Betafcrittant 


his’blessing  upon  his  crown  and  people,  than  n 
due  zeal  for  the  honour  and  service  of  religion, 
Ims  thought  fit  to  recommend  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  an  especial  manner,  the  piovid- 
ing  a suitable  maintenance  for  the  ministers 
who  shall  be  appointed  to  perforin  Divine  Ser- 
vice in  the  eleven  churches,  aforesaid,  by  such 
ways  as  may  effectually  answer  the  ends  afore- 
said, according  to  his  Majesty's  royal  purpose 
and  desire.” 

Hereupon  it  was  ordered,  nan.  con.,  That 
leave  he  given  to  bring  in  a Bill  for  better  ef- 
fecting the  pious  intention  of  the  said  Acts. 

Dchatc  upon  the  King's  Message  respecting 
the  Masters  in  Chancery .]  February  12.  The 
Commons  took  into  consideration  the  several 
Reports  aud  Papers  referred  to  in  bis  Majes- 
ty’s Message  of  the  9th  instant.  Alter  tho 
readme  part  of  the  snid  Papers, 

Sir  George  Oxcndcn  rose  up,  and  said,  That 
it  manifestly  appeared  by  these  Reports,  which 
after  the  strictest  inquiry,  and  upon  the  ma- 
tures! deliberation,  hud  been  druwu  up  by 
. persons  of  the  greatest  weight  and  authority, 
for  their  abilities,  experience,  high  stations, nnd 
integrity  ; that  enormous  abuses  had  crept  into 
the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  chiefly  occasioned 
by  the  magistrate,  who  was  at  the  head  of  tlmt 
Court,  and  whose  duty  consequently  it  was,  to 
prevent  the  same.  That  the  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors of  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  were 
many,  and  of  various  natures,  but  might  be  re- 
duced to  these  three  beads:  1.  That  he  had 
taken  into  his  own  hands  the  Estates  and  Ef- 
fects of  many  widows,  orphans,  and  lunatics, 
and  either  had  disposed  of  part  of  them  arbi- 
trarily to  his  own  profit,  or  conoived  at  the  of- 
ficers under  him  making  advantage  of  the  same. 
2.  That  he  had  raisetl  to  an  exorbitant  price 
the  offices  and  places  of  the  Masters  of  Chan- 
cery, and  in  order  to  enable  them  to  pay  to  him 
those  high  prices  and  gratuities  for  their  admis- 
sion, had  trusted  in  their  hands  large  sums  of 
money  belonging  to  suitors  in  Chancery.  3. 
That  in  several  cases  he  had  made  divers  irre- 
gular Orders.  So  that  in  his  opinion,  that  first 
magistrate  in  the  kingdom  was  fallen  from  tin 
height  of  the  dignities  and  honours,  to  which 
lie  had  been  raised  by  the  King's  royal  bounty 
and  favour,  to  the  depth  of  infamy  anil  disgrace. 
And  therefore  he  moved,  “ That  Thomas  earl 
of  Macclesfield  be  impeached  of  High  Crimes 
and  Misdemeanours.”* 


* “ Great  part  of  this  session  was  taken  up 
in  the  trial  of  the  earl  of  Macclesfield,  and  the 
repeal  of  the  late  lord  Bolingbroke'a  attainder. 
There  had  been  for  some  time  a murmuring 
against  the  insufficiency  of  the  Masters  m 
Chancery  to  answer  the  great  sums  lodged  in 
their  hands  by  the  qoitors  in  that  court ; and  it 
was  suspected,  that  the  large  sums,  which  they 
paid  for  admission  into-lheir  places,  made  their 
wav  more  easy  than  it  ought  to  linve  been,  and 
very  much  lessened  the  inquiry  into  their  qua- 
siifieatiamso  I This,  *lins*-iti»«i'UVd«d  been  long- 
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This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Strick- 
land, and  Mr.  Doddington,  who  said.  The 
Misdemeanors  of  the  late  Lord  Chancellor 
were  of  the  greatest  and  most  dangerous  con-  , 
sequence,  since  most  of  the  estates  in  England,  1 
once  in' thirty  years,  pass  through  the  Court  of 
Chancery. 

Mr.  Wiliams  Pulteney  said,  That  it  was  far 
{i-om  his  thoughts  to  endeavour  to  abate  the 
just  resentment  which  the  gentlemen  who  1 
spoke  last,  shewed  against  the  great  abuses  that 
had  been  committed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  : 
but  that  in  his  opinion,  they  went  a little  too 
fast  in  so  weighty  and  important  an  affair,  by 
which  means  they  might  lose  the  very  end 
they  aimed  at,  viz.  the  effectual  punislung  the 
person  by  whose  neglect,  at  least,  those  abuses 
had  been  committed;  That  whatever  deference 
they  ought  to  pay  on  this  oecasion,  to  the  ca- 
pacity, experience,  integrity,  and  authority  of 
the  persons  who  bad  drawn  np  the  Reports 
that  had  been  laid  before  them,  yet  it  little  be- 
came the  dignity,  and  was  even  derogatory  to 
the  prerogative  of  that  House,  which  is  the 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  to  found  an  im- 
peachment upon  those  Reports,  without  a pre- 

gtowing  up  to  this  degree;  and  there  was 
scarce  any  thing  bought  and  sold  more  freely 
and  openly  than  a Master  in  Chancery's  place. 
The  Suitors  Money,  for  which  the  masters  paid 
no  interest,  brought  them  in  great  interest  from 
the  funds ; and,  the  profits  of  the  place  being 
consequently  doubled  or  trebled  to  wbat  they 
had  been  before,  there  was  such  an  opportu- 
nity to  enrich  themselves  by  the  advantages 
they  made  of  the  money  they  had  in  their 
hands,  that  it  is  not  surprising,  that  the  Lord- 
Keepers  and  Lord  Chancellor  doubled  and 
trebled  the  price,  which  the  masters  were  to 
pay  for  admittance.  But,  the  complaints 
•gainst  this  practice  growing  strong  and  public, 
and  the  lord  chancellor  Macclesfield  finding  it 
impracticable  for  him  to  put  a stop  to  those 
complaints,  or  keep  the  great  seal  under  them, 
he  resigned  it  the  beginning  of  January  1725, 
and  it  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  sir 
Joseph  Jekyll,  master  of  the  rolls;  sir  Jeffery 
Gilbert,  and  sir  Robert  Raymond ; who  having 
io  council  taken  the  oath  as  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  great  seal,  the  king  said  to  them 
as  follows: 

“ I have  had  such  experience  of  your  in- 
tegrity and  ability,  that  it  is  with  pleasure  I 
now  put  the  great  seal  into  your  hands.  You 
are  fully  informed  of  the  state  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Masters  in  Chancery.  I earnestly  recom- 
mend to  you  the  taking  effectual  care,  that  in- 
t're  satisfaction  be  made  to  the  suitors  of  the 
court ; and  that  they  be  not  exposed  to  any 
dangers  for  the  future;  and  I have  such  con- 
fidence in  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  I 
now  repose  in  you,  that  1 am  persuaded  you 
Roll  look  narrowly  to  the  behaviour  of  all  the 
Officers  under  your  jurisdiction,  and  will  see, 
that  they  act  with  the  strictest  regard  to  justice, 
«nd  to  the  eaiKri atiaymbjmisF-  l TiiftUL  n i ■ r 

Vouvm.  I 


viou#  inquiry,  and  examination  into  the  proofs 
that  were  to  support  it ; and  therefore  moved. 
That  this  affair  might  be  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a select  committee.  He  was 
backed  by 

Sir  William  Wyndham,  who  urged,  That  by 
proceeding  by  way  of  Impeachment  upon  Re- 
ports laid  before  them  from  above,  the  Com- 
mons would  make  a dangerous  precedent,  and 
seem  to  give  up  the  most  valuable  of  their  pri- 
vileges, viz.  the  inquest  after  state  criminals. 

Sir  Wilfred  Lawson,  and  sir  Thomas  Pen- 
gelly,  supported  Mr.  Pulteney's  motion.  But 
Mr.  Yonge,  and  sir  Clement  Wearg  answered 
those  objections,'  whereupon  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  put.  Whether  the  question  he  now 
put  upon  sir  George  Oxendeu’s  motion? 
Which  after  some  debate  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  a majority  of  273  voices  against 
164. 

The.  Commons  resolve  to  impeach  the  Earl  of 
Macclesfield  of  High  Crimes  and  Misdemea- 
nours.'] Then  the  main  question  being  put,  it 
was  resolved  by  the  same  majority,  “ That 
Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield  be  impeached  of 
High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,’'  arid  it  was 
ordered,  that  sir  George  Oxenden  do  go  up  to 
the  Lords,  and  at  their  bar,  in  the  name  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  of  all  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  impeach  Thomas  earl  of 
Macclesfield  of  High  Crimes  and  Misdemea- 
nours; and  acquaint  them,  that  this  House 
would,  in  due  time,  exhibit  particular  Articles 
against  him,  and  make  good  the  same.” 

Then  a Committee  was  appointed  to  draw 
up  Articles  of  Impeachment  against  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield;  to  which  Committee  the 
several  Reports  referred  to  in  his  Majesty's 
message,  were  referred. 

After  this,  upon  a motion  made  by  Mr.  West, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Edward  Thompson,  a 
Bill  was  ordered  to  he  brought  in,  “ To  indem- 
nify the  Masters  of  Chancery  from  the  penal- 
ties of, the  act  of  the  5th  and  6th  years  of  king 
Edward  6,  against  buying  and  selling  of  offices, 
upon  their  discovering  what  consideration, 
price,  or  gratuity  they  paid,  or  agreed  to  pay, 
for  the  purchase  of,  or  for  their  admission  to, 
their  nflices.” 

February  13.  Sir  George  Oxenden  reported, 
That  he  had  been  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  in  the  name  of  this  House,  and  of 
all  i he  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  had  im- 
peached Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield  of  High 
Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  and  acquainted  the 
Lords,  That  the  Commons  would,  indue  time, 
exhibit  particular  Articles  against  him,  and 
make  good  the  same.  After  this,  Mr.  West 
presented  to  the  House,  a Bill,  " For  indemni- 
fying the  Masters  in  Chancery  from  the  pe- 
nalties of  the  act  of  the  5th  and  6th  years 
of  king  Edward  6,  against  buying  and  selling 
of  offices,  upon  their  discovering  what  consi- 
deration, price,  or  gratuity  they  paid,  or  agreed 
to  pay,  for  the  purchase  of,  or  for  their  admis- 
' Which  "Bill 
2E 
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mas  immediately  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  without  going  through  a Committee, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Feb.  15.  The  said  engrossed  Bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  passed  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords. 

Feb.  34.  Sir  George  Oxenden  acquainted 
the  House,  that  lie  was  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  draw  up  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment against  the  earl  of  Macclesfield,  to 
move  the  House,  That  such  persons  as  the 
Committee  should  find  it  necessary  to  examine, 
be  examined  in  the  most  solemn  manner ; 
which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Sir  George  Oxenden  reports  the  Articles 
from  the  Committee  rf  Impeachment  against  the 
Earl  of  Macclesfield.]  March  18.  Sir  George 
Oxenden,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
draw  up  Artioles  of  Impeachment  ngainst 
Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  acquainted  the 
House,  That  they  had  drawn  up  several  Arti- 
cles accordingly,  which  they  had  directed  him 
to  report  to  the  House;  and  he  farther  ac- 
quainted the  House,  that  they  had  other 
matters  depending  before  them,  relating  to 
their  inquiry  -.  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Articles  in 
at  the  table,  where  they  were  read  by  die 
clerk.  These  Articles  were  one  and  twenty  in 
number,  and  the  two  first  relating  to  offences 
said  to  be  committed  before  the  Act  of  In- 
demnity pnssed  in  the  year  1721, 

Mr.  Conduit  moved,  that  the  said  Articles 
be  recommitted.  Hereupon 

Mr.  Walter  Plomer,  one  of  the  Committee 
that  had  drawn  up  the  Articles,  said,  That 
the  Crimes,  for  which  j he  earl  of  Macclesfield 
was  impeached,  being  complicated,  and  hav- 
ing a relation  to,  and  depeodance  upon  one 
another,  they  could  not  mention  one  without 
the  other.  He  was  answered  by  sir  Philip 
Yorke,  who  spoke  for  the  motion  for  recom- 
mitting the  Articles.  To  this. 

Sir  Thomus  Pengelly  replied.  That  in  the 
case  before  them,  they  ought  to  distinguish  be- 
tween an  Act  of  Oblivion,  and  an  Act  of  In- 
demnity : that  the  first  is  begun  iu either  House 
of  Parliament,  and  being  the  act  of  the  three 
estates,  or  of  the  whole  legislature,  clears  and 

Surges  offenders  of  all  crimes  therein  specified  : 
ut  that  it  is  otherwise  with  au  Act  of  Indem- 
nity, which  flows  from  the  mere  grace  and 
clemency  of  the  sovereign,  is  seot  down  to  the 
Parliament,  who  are  at  liberty  either  to  ac- 
cept or  refuse  it,  but  not  to  alter  any  thing; 
uud  regards  only  crimes  committed  against  the  ! 
king,  his  predecessors,  and  successors ; which 
wus  not  tire  case  of  the  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
who  stood  impeached  for  crimes  and  misde- 
meanours committed  in  a high  office  and  trust, 
against  his  feilow-subjeets. 

This  was  unjwered  by  Mr;  Yonge,  to  whom 
Mr.  West  replied ; ana  to  the  latter  sir  Gilbert 
Heuthcote.  But  sir  Clement  Wearg  having 
strenuously  supported  sir  Thomas  Pengelly's 
argot  nett  t.  the  opposite  side  dropped  the  motion 
without  dindhlgr.  .!>!<•  digitB£ti  by  rlie^Inivepiiy.ot 
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Then  the  Report  being  read  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  the  several  Articles  were  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
It  was  also  ordered,  That  a clause  he  prepared, 
saving  liberty  to  the  Commons  to  exhibit  any 
farther  Articles  against  the  said  Thomas  earl 
of  Macclesfield,  and  that  he  might  tie  put  to 
answer  the  said  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

March  19.  Sir  George  OxendeD  presented  to 
the  House  a Clause  saving  liberty  to  the  Comr 
inons  to  exhibit  farther  Articles  against  the 
eail  of  Macclesfield,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  with  the  Articles  of 
Impeachment  agaiust  the  said  earl. 

March  30.  The  engrossed  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment of  High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors 
against  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  cairied  to  the  Lords  by  sir 
George  Oxendeo. 

Articles  o?  Impeachment  against  the 
Earl  op  Macclesfield.]  March  20.  A 
Message  was  brought  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, by  Sir  George  Oxenden  and  others  ; 
who  delivered  at  the  Bar  the  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment ngainst  .the  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

Then  the  said  Articles  of  Impeachment  were 
read,  by  the  clerk,  as  follow  : 

“ ARTICLES,  exhibited  by  the  Knights,  Cr- 
tiiens,  and  Burgesses,  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled, in  the  name  of  themselves  and  all 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  aeainst 
THOMAS  Earl  of  MACCLESFIELD,  is 
Maintenance  of  their  Impeachment  against 
him,  for  high  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors. 

“ Whereas  the  Office  of  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Great  Britain  is  an  office  of  the  highest  dig- 
nity and  trust/  upon  the  impartial  anti  uncor- 
rupt execution  whereof  the  honour  of  thecrowa 
and  the  welfare  of  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom 
greatly  depend  : And  whereas  Thomas  earl  of 
Macclesfield,  in  or  about  the  month  of  May  in 
the  year  oPeur  Lord  1718,  by  the  great  grace 
and  favour  of  his  most  excclieut  Majesty,  was 
constituted  aud  appointed  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Great  Britain,  and  did  thereupon  take  the 
usual  oath  for  the  due  execution  of  that  liigh 
office,  whereby  he  did  swear,  well  and  truly  to 
serve  our  sovereign  lord  the  king  and  his  peo- 
ple, poor  nnd  rich,  after  the  laws  and  usages 
of  this  realm,  and  such  other  oaths  us  have 
been  accustomed  and  the  said  earl  continued 
in  this  great  office  until  about  the  month  of 
Jnuuary  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1724  : and,  in 
right  thereof,  was  entrusted  with  the  nomina- 
tiou  and  admission  to  the  ofilces,of  Masters  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery  ; which  Masters  of  the 
said  Court  are  officers  of  great  trust,  sworn  to 
serve  the  King  and  his  people,  and  associated 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  his  assistance  in  the 
due  administration  and  execution  of  justice  in 
the  said  Court ; And  whereas  his  Majesty 
upon  the  said  Earl’s  being  appointed  to  the 
office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  did,  of  his  grace  nnd 
.^autyptbtiMwai^BiisjslRciisirid'eititl  the  sum 
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14,000/.  or  some  other  great  sum  : nud  did  like- 
wise grant  unto  George  Parker,  esq.  now  com- 
monly called  lord  Parker,  eldest  son  nud  heir 
apparent  of  the  said  earl,  a yearly  pension  of 
1,200/.  payable  out  of  his  Majesty’s  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  during  the  joint  lives  of  his 
Majesty  and  the  said  lord  Parker,  determina- 
ble upon  his  Majesty’s  making  a grant  to  the 
said  lord  Parker,  in  possession,  of  the  office  of 
one  of  the  tellers  of  his  Majesty's  Exchequer, 
for  the  term  of  his  natural  life : which  office, 

! being  of  the  yearly  value  of  1,500/.  or  up- 
wards, has  been  since  granted  by  his  Majesty 
unto  the  said  lord  Parker  for  his  life,  who,  in  or 
| about  the  month  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1719,  was  duly  admitted  to,  and  doth  still  en- 
joy, the  same  ; and  the  said  earl,  during  the 
"time  of  his  continuing  Lord  Chancellor  of 
| Great  Britain,  did  not  only  enjoy  the  usual 
i salary,  fees,  and  profits,  belonging  to  his 
| office,  of  a very  great  annual  value  ; but  also 
[ did  continue  to  receive  an  annual  pension  of- 
I 1,200/.  which  his  Majesty,  in  or  about  the 
| month  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1716, 
lmd  granted  to  him  and  his  assigns,  during  his 
Majesty's  life  ; and  did  likewise  receive  from 
the  crown  a further  annual  allowance  of  4,000/. 

I and  many  other  advantages  : Yet  he  the  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  not  being  satis- 
fied with  this  large  and  ample  revenue,  nor 
regarding  the  obligation  of  his  oath,  or  the 
duty  of  his  higli  and  important  office  ; but  en- 
tertaining wicked  and  corrupt  designs  and 
views,  to  raise  and  procure  to  himself  excessive 
and  exorbitant  gain  and  profit,  by  divers  unjust 
and  oppressive  practices -and  methods  herein 
after  mentioned,  whilst  he  continued  in  the 
said  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  did,  illegally, 
corruptly,  and  extoriiively,  take  and  receive  to 
his  own  private  use  the  following  or  some  other 
I great  sums  of  Money : 

Article  I. 

“ That  Richard  Godfrey,  esq.  having  con- 
tracted with  sir  Thomas  Gery,  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the 
purchase  and  surrender  of  his  office,  at  the 
price  of 5,000/.  or  some  other  great  sum  of  mo- 
ney, the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
whilst  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  and  before  the  admission  of  the  said 
Richard  Godfrey  into  the  office  of  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  did,  by 
colour  of  his  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  illegally, 
corruptly,  and  extorxively,  insist  upon,  tuke, 
and  receive,  of  and  from  the  said  Richard 
Godfrey,  the  sum  of  840/.  or  some  other  sum 
of  money,  for  the  admitting  him  into  such  office 
of  a Master  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  to 
Jnc  intent  that  the  said  Richard  Godfrey  should 
exercise,  and  enjoy  the  same,  which 
•aid  office  touches  and  concerns  the  adminis- 
tration and  exeentinn  of  justice  in  the  said 
court:  And  the  said  Thomas  carl  of  Maccles- 
field,  being  Lord  Chancellor,  in  pursuance 
execution  of  the  said  wicked  and  corrupt 
bargain,  or  in  piinyanei-e/'  fome.-atheri  baigiisa  i 


or  agreement  of  the  same  infamous  and  corrupt 
nature,  did  admit  and  swear  the  said  Richard 
Godfrey  into  the  office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of 
the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  upon  the  surrrn- 
tler  of  the  said  sir  Thomas  Gerv,  in  breach 
and  violation  of  his  oath  as  Lord  Chancellor 
and  of  the  great  trust  in  him  reposed,  contrary 
to  the  duty  of  his  office,  and  the  good  anil 
wholesome  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm. 

Article  II. 

“ That  the  office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  tlie 
said  Court  of  Chancery  becoming  vacant,  by 
the  death  of  Samuel  Browning,  esq.  one  of  the 
late  Masters-of  the  said  Court,  the  said  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield,  whilst  he  continued  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  and  before  the 
admission  of  James  Lightboun,  esq,  into  the 
said  office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  did,  by  colour  of  his  office  of 
Lord  Chancellor,  illegally,  corruptly,  and  ex- 
lorsively,  insist  upon,  take,  and  receive,  of 
and  from  the  said  James  Lightboun,  the  sum 
of 6, 000/.  or  some  other  great  sum  of  money,  in 
consideration  of  and  for  the  admitting  him  into 
such  office,  and  to  the  intent  that  the  said  James 
Lightboun  should  have,  exercise,  and  enjoy 
the  same,  which  said  office  touches  anil  con- 
cerns the  administration  and  execution  of  -jus- 
tice in  the  said  Court : And  the  said  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield,  being  Lord  Chancellor,  in 
pursuance  and  execution  of  the  said  wicked 
and  corrupt  bargain,  or  in  pursuance  of  some 
other  bargain  or  agreement  of  the  same  infa- 
mous and  corrupt  nature,  did  admit  and  swear 
the  said  James  Lightboun  into  the  office  of  ohe 
of  the  Masters' of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery, 
in  breach  and  violation  of  his  oath  as  Lurd 
Chancellor,  and  of  the  great  trust  in  him  re- 
posed, contrary  to  the  doty  of  his  office,  aud 
against  the  good  and  wholesome  laws  aud 
statutes  of  this  realm. 

Article  IH. 

“ That  John  Borret,  esq.  having  contracted 
with  John  Metier,  esq.  one  of  the  Masters  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  purchase  and 
surrender  of  his  said  office,  at  the  price  of 
9,000  pounds,  or  some  other  great  sum  of 
money ; the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
whilst  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  and  before  the  admission  of  the  said 
John  Borret  into  the  office  of  one  of  the  Mas- 
ters of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  did,  by  colour  of 
his  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  illegally,  cor- 
ruptly, and  extorsively,  insist  upon,  take,  and 
receive,  of  and  from  the  said  John  Borret,  the 
sum  of  1,575/.  or  some  other  sum  of  money, 
for  the  admitting  him  into  such  office  of  a 
Master  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  and  to 
the  intent  that  the  said  John  Borret  should 
have,  exercise,  and  enjoy  the  same,  which  said 
office  touches  and  concerns  the  administration 
and  execution  of  justice  in  the  said  Court.  And 
the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macelesfield,  being 
Lord  Chancellor,  in  pursuance  and  execution  of 
tthit  Ssaidiiiwi«kml  iaeA ratrupttidnrt-gaio,  or  in 
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pursuance  of  some  other  bargain  or  agreement 
of  the  same  infamous  and  corrupt  nature,  did 
admit  nnd  swear  the  said  John  Borret  into  the 
office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  Court  of 
Chancery,  upon  the  surrender  of  the  said  John 
Meller,  in  breach  and  violation  of  his  oath  as 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  of  the  great  trust  in  him 
reposed,  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his  office,  nod 
against  the  good  and  wholesome  laws  and  sta- 
tutes of  this  realm. 

Article  IV. 

“That  Edward  Conway,  esq.  having  con- 
tracted with  John  Orlebar,  esq.  one  of  the  late 
Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  pur- 
chase and  surrender  of  his  said  office,  at  the 
price  of  6,000/.,  or  some  other  greut  sum  of 
money  ; the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
whilst  lie  continued  Lord  Chancellor  qf  Great 
Britain,  nnd  before  the  admission  of  the  said 
Edward  Conway  into  the  office  of  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  did  by 
colour  of  his  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  illegally, 
corruptly,  and  extorsively,  insist  upon,  take, 
and  receive,  of  and  from  the  6aid  Edward  Con- 
way, the  sum  of  1,500/.,  or  some  other  sum  of 
money,  for  the  admitting  him  into  such  office 
of  n Master  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
to  the  intent  that  the  said  Edward  Conway 
should  have,  exercise,  and  enjoy  the  same, 
which  said  office  touches  and  concerns  the  ad- 
ministration and  execution  of  justice  in  the 
said  Court : And  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Mac- 
clesfield, being  Lord  Chnncellor  in  pursuance 
mid  execution  of  the  said  wicked  and  corrupt 
bargain,  or  in  pursuance  of  some  other  bargain 
or  agreement  of  the  same  infamous  nnd  corrupt 
nature,  did  admit  and  swear  the  said  Edward 
Conway  into  the  office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of 
the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  upon  the  surrender 
of  the  said  John  Orlebar,  in  breach  and  viola- 
tion of  his  oath  as  Lord  Chancellor,  and  of  the 
great  trust  in  him  reposed,  contrary  to  the 
duty  of  his  office,  nnd  ngainst  the  good  and 
wholesome  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm. 

Article  V. 

“ That  William  Kynaston,  esq.  linving  con- 
tracted with  William  Rogers,  esq.  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  pur- 
chase and  surrender  of  his  said  office,  at  the 
price  of  6,000/.,  or  some  other  great  sum  of 
money,  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
whilst  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  and  before  the  admission  of  the  said 
William  Kynaston  into  the  office  of  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  did,  by 
colour  of  Ins  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  ille- 
gally, corruptly,  nnd  extorsively,  insist  upon, 
take,  and  receive,  of  and  from  the  said  William 
Kynaston,  the  sum  of  1,57 5/.,  or  some  other 
sutn  of  money,  for  the  admitting  him  into  such 
office  of  a Master  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery, 
nnd  to  the  intent  that  the  said  William  Kynas- 
ton should  have,  exercise,  and  enjoy  the  same, 
which  said  office  touches  and  concerns  the  ad- 


said  Court : And  the  said  Thomas  earl  qf  Mac- 
clesfield being  Lord  Chancellor,  in  pursuance 
and  execution  of  the  said  wicked  and  corrupt 
bargain,  or  in  pursunnee  of  some  other  bargain 
or  agreement  of  the  same  infamous  nnd  corrupt 
nature,  did  admit  and  swear  the  said  William 
Kynaston  into  the  office  of  one  of  the  Masters 
of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  upon  the  sur- 
render of  the  said  William  Rogers,  in  breach 
and  violation  of  his  oath  as  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  of  the  great  trust  iu  hgn  reposed,  contrary 
to  the  duty  of  bis  office,  and  against  the  good 
and  wholesome  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm.. 

Article  VI. 

“ That  Thomas  Bcnnet,  esq.  having  con- 
tracted with  John  Hiccocks,  esq.  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  pur- 
chase and  surrender  of  Ins  said  office,  at  the 
price  of  7,500/.  or  some  other  great  sum  of 
money,  ilia  said  Thomas  carl  of  Macclesfield, 
whilst  lie  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  and  before  the  admission  of  the  said 
Thomas  Bennet  into  the  office  of  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  did,  by 
colour  of  his  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  illegally, 
corruptly,  and  extorsively,  insist  upon,  take,  and 
receive,  of  and  from  the  said  Thomas  Bennet, 
the  sum  of  1,575/.,  or  some  other  sum  of  money, 
fortheudmiuinghim  intif  such  office  of  a Master 
of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  and  to  the  in- 
tent that  the  said  Thomas  Bennet  should  have, 
qxercise,  and  enjoy  the  same,  which  said  office 
touches  and  concerns  the  administration  and 
execution  of  justice  in  the  said  Court:  And 
the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  being 
Lord  Chancellor,  in  pursuance  and  execution 
of  the  said  wicked  and  corrupt  bargain,  or  in 
pursuance  of  some  other  bargain  or  agreement, 
of  the  same  infamous  and  corrupt  nature,  did 
admit  and  swear  the  said  Thomas  Bennet  into 
the  office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said 
Court  of  Chancery  upon  the  surrender  of  the 
said  John  Hiccocks,  in  breach  and  violation  of 
liis  oath  ns  Lord  Chancellor,  nnd  of  the  great’ 
trust  in  him  reposed,  contrary  to  tbo  duty  of 
liis  office,  and  against  the  good  and  wholesome 
laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm. 

Article  VII. 

“ That  the  office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
said  Court  of  Chancery  becoming  vacant  by  the 
death  of  William  Fellows,  esq.  one  of  the  lati 
Masters  of  the  said  Court,  the  said  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield,  whilst  lie  continued  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  and  before  the  ad- 
mission of  Francis  EJde,  esq.  into  the  said 
office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  did,  by  colour  of  his  office  of  Lord 
Chancellor,  illegally,  corroptly,  and  extorsively, 
insist  upon,  take,  and  receive,  of  . and  from  the 
said  Francis  Elde,  the  sum  of  5,250 L or  coma 
other  great  sum  of  money,  in  consideration  of 
and  for  the  admitting  him  into  such  office  of.  a 
Master  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  and  to 
| the  intout  that  the  said  Francis  Elde  should 
I Jm  j etoh'tiiey  a&d1  e^by 'tins’  siufse,  which  said 
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office  touches  and  concerns  the  administration 
and  execution  of  justice  in  the  said  Court:  and 
the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Mucclestield,  being 
Lord  Chancellor,  in  pursuance  and  execution 
of  the  said  wicked  and  corrupt  bargain,  or  in 
pursuance  of  some  other  bargain  or  agreement 
of  the  same  infamous  and  corrupt  nature,  did 
admit  and  swear  the  said  Francis  Elde  into  the 
office  of  oue  of  the  Masters  of  the  9aid  Court 
of  Chancery,  in  breach  and  violation  of  his 
oath  as  Lord  Chancellor,  and  of  the  great  trust 
in  him  reposed,  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his 
office,  and  against  the  good  and  wholesome 
laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm. 

Article  VIII. 

“ That  the  office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
said  Court  of  Chancery  becoming  vacant  by  the 
death  of  John  Borret,  esq.  one  of  the  late  Mas- 
ters of  die  said  Court,  who  died  insolvent, 
greatly  indebted  to  the  Suitors  of  the  said 
Court,  the  said  Thomas  carl  of  Macclesfield, 
whilst  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Greut  I 
Britain,  withnut  securing  a just  satisfaction  to 
the  said  Suitors  fur  their  debts,  and  before  the 
I admission  of  Mark  Thurston,  esq.  into  the  said 
office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  did,  by  colour  of  his  office  of  Lord 
Chancellor,  illegally,  corruptly,  and  extorsively, 
insist  upon,  take,  and  receive,  of  and  from  the 
said  Mark  Thurston,  the  sum  of  5,250/.  or  some 
I other  great  sum  uf  money,  in  consideration  of 
and  for  the  admitting  him  into  such  office  of  a 
Master  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  and  to 
(he  intent  that  the  said  Mark  Thurston  should 
have,  exercise,  and  enjoy  the  same,  which  said 
office  touches  and  concerns  the  administration 
and  execution  of  justice  in  the  said  Court : and 
the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfit-ld,  being 
Lord  Chancellor,  in  pursuance  and  execution 
of  the  said  wicked  and  corrupt  bargain,  or  in 
pursuance  of  some  other  bargain  or  agreement 
of  the  same  iaftunous  and  corrupt  nature,  rlid 
admit  and  swear  the  said  Mark  Thurston  into 
the  office  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said 
Court  of  Chancery,  in  breach  and  violation  of 
bis  oath  as  Lord  Chancellor,  and  of  the  great 
trust  in  him  reposed,  contrary  to  the  duty  of 
his  office,  and  against  the  good  and  wholesome 
laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm. 

Article  IX. 

“ That  whereas  Thomas  Bennet,  esq.  in  or 
about  (he  month  of  Augustin  the  tenth  year  of 
his  Majesty's  reign,  was  possessed  of  an  office 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  called  “ The  office 
"f  Clerk  of  the  Custodies,”  for  the  term  of  his 
lift,  by  virtue  of  his  Majesty's  Letters  Patents 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  which 
office  is  an  office  of  trust  in  the  said  Court,  in 
Oft  gift  and  disposal  of  the  crown,  by  grant 
•nder  the  Great  Seal,  and  concerns  the  writing 
*ud  ranking  Commissions  to  inqnire  of  ideols 
•■“I  lunatics,  and  the  process  thereupon,  and 
letters  Patents  for  the  custody  of  the  bodies  of 
ideofe  and  lunatics,  and  the  keepiug,  entering, 
and  transcribing,  #^cre,iteports^and'aitcotii pts;  ■ 
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made  and  declared  touching  ideots  and  luna- 
tics, and  their  estates  in  the  said  Court  of  Chan- 
cery ; and  the  said  Thomas  Bennet  having 
agreed  with  Hugh  Hamersley,  esq.  to  resign  the 
said  office,  in  order  to  obtain  his  Majesty’s 
royal  grant  of  the  said  office  to  the  said  Hugh 
Hamersley,  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Maccles- 
field, being  then  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, did  refuse  to  permit  or  accept  of  such  re- 
signation, until  the  said  Thomas  Bennet  had 
agreed  to  pay  unto  the  said  Thomas  earl  of 
Macclesfield,  or  unto  his  use,  105/.  or  some 
other  sum  of  money,  as  a consideration  for  the 
same;  and,  by  colour  of  his  office  of  Lord 
Chancellor,  did,  illegally,  corruptly,  and  ex- 
torsivoly  insist  upon,  take,  and  receive,  of  and 
from  the  said  Thomas  Bennet,  the  said  105/.  or 
some  other  sum,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  permitting  and  accepting  such  surrender  of 
the  said  office,  in  order  to  and  for  the  obtaining 
and  procuring  a new  grant  of  the  said  office  to 
the  said  Hugh  Hamersley  ; and,  in  pursuance 
thereof,  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
then  being  Lord  Chancellor,  and  one  of  the 
Lords  Justices  of  this  kingdom  during  his  Ma- 
jesty’s absence,  did  accept,  or  cause  to  be  duly 
accepted,  the  resignation  of  the  said  Thomas 
Bennet  of  the  said  ofiice ; and,  by  Ins  interest 
and  recommendation,  did  obtain  and  procure 
his  Majesty’s  royal  warrant  for  preparing  and 
passing  his  Majesty's  grant  of  the  said  office, 
under  the  Great  Seal,  to  the  said  Hugh  Ha- 
mersley, for  the  term  of  his  life;  which  grant 
afterwards,  in  or  about  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber in  the  tenth  year  of  his  Majesty’s  reign,  did 
accordingly  pass  the  Great  Seal,  then  in  the 
custody  of  the  said  earl,  for  which  all  the  usual 
and  accustomed  fees  were  paid,  over  and  be- 
sides the  said  105/.  in  great  deceit  of  the 
crown,  in  breach  and  violation  of  his  oath  as 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  of  the  several  great  trust* 
then  in  him  reposed,  contrary  to  the. duty  of 
his  office,  and  against  the  good  and  wholesome 
laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm. 

Article  X. 

“ That  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Maccles- 
field, whilst  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Great  Britain,  did  illegally  and  corruptly  or- 
dain, name,  nnd  make,  divers  other  officers  and 
ministers  of  his  Majesty,  for  gift  nnd  brocage; 
and  did  likewise  illegally  and  corruptly  sell 
divers  other  offices,  touching  and  concerning 
the  administration  and  execution  of  justice  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  several  persons,  for 
divers  great  sums  of  money,  which  the  said 
earl  did  receive  from  the  said  persons  for  their 
respective  admissions  into  such  offices,  and  be- 
fore they  were  admitted  thereunto,  nnd  in  order 
that  the  said  persons  should  have,  exercise,  and 
enjoy  the  same,  in  great  hreach  of  the  trust  in 
him  reposed,  and  of  his  oath  as  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, contrary  to  the  duty  of  his  office,  aud 
against  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm. 

Article  XI. 

ity  rff  :Thstti  rtttth  said  i ThOHjaiji  sutrln  bf  Maccle*- 
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field,  whilst  lie  continued  in  ihe  Office  of  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  ad- 
vance and  increase  the  illegal  and  corrupt  gain 
arising  to  himself  from  the  sale  and  disposal  of 
theoffices  of  Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
in  violation  of  the  greut  trust  reposed  in  him 
for  the  care  and  protection  of  the  suitors  of  the 
said  Court,  whose  money  and  effects  were,  by. 
orders  of  the  said  Court,  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
the  Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  did  ad- 
mit several  persons  to  the  said  offices  of  Mas- 
tersof  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  who,  at  the 
time  of  such  their  admissions,  were  of  small 
substance  and  ability,  very  unfit  to  be  trusted 
with  the  great  sums  of  money  and  other  ef- 
fects of  the  suitors  of  the  said  Court,  lodged  in 
their  hands  by  the  orders  of  the  said  Court; 
and,  did  publicly,  in  open  Court,  when  lie  sat 
there  as  Lord  Chancellor,  falsely  represent  the 
said  persons,  so  by  him  admitted  to  theoffices 
of  Masters  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  as 
persons  of  great  fortunes,  and  in  every  respect 
qualified  for  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  to  the 
manifest  deceit  and  injury  of  the  suitors  of 
the  said  Court. 

Article  XII. 

“ That,  whilst  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Mac- 
clesfield exesuted  the  said  office  of  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, an  unjust  and  fraudulent  method  was 
practised  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  upon  tbesale 
of  the  offices  of  Masters  of  the  said  Court,  and 
upon  the  admissions  of  new  Masters  ; tliat  the 
prices,  or  sums  of  money  agreed  to  be  paid  for 
the  purchase  of  the  said  offices,  and  for  the  ad- 
missions thereunto,  were  satisfied  and  paid  out 
of  the  monies'and  effects  of  the  suitors  of  the 
Court,  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  respective 
Masters  surrendering  their  offices,  or  dying, 
either  by  way  of  retainer  of  the  purchase- 
money  iu  the  hands  of  the  Master  resigning,  or 
of  replacing  the  money  disbursed  for  such  pur- 
chase or  admission  by  the  succeeding  Master, 
out  of  the  money  and  effects  of  the  suitors 
coming  into  his  hands ; by  which  practice,  the 
price,  and  value  given  upon  the  sale  of  the  said 
offices  and  admissions  thereinto,  during  the 
time  aforesaid,  were  greatly  advanced  ; and 
several  persons  of  small  ability  and' substance 
were  encouraged  to  contract  for  the  said 
offices  upon  a prospect  of  the  easy  method  of 
paying  for  the  purchase  of  the  same ; by 
means  whereof  great  deficiencies  have  in- 
curred in  the  offices  of  several  Masters  of  the 
said  Court,  admitted  by  the  said  Thomas  earl 
of  Macclesfield,  which  they  have  not  been  able 
to  answer  and  make  good  : and  although  the 
said  practice  was  notorious  and  public,  and  the 
said  earl  was  well  informed  thereof,  and  fully 
acquainted  therewith  ; yet  the  said  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield,  in  order  to  increase  his 
own  unjust  and  corrupt  profit  in  the  selling  the 
said  offices  and  the  admissions  thereto  (which, 
in  consequence  of  this  evil  practice,  was  raised 
and  received  by  him  out  of  the  effects  of  the 
suitors  for  whom  he  was  intrusted),  did  not, 
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of  Lord  Chancellor,  use  or  take  any  measures 
to  reform  the  said  abuse,  or  to  prevent  the 
same,  either  by  causing  proper  schedules  to 
be  taken  of  the  money  and  effects  of  the  sui- 
tors delivered  over  and  transferred,  or  by  ap- 
pointing any  person  in  his  behalf  to  inspect  or 
supervise  the  transfers  or  deliveries  thereof, 
or  in  any  other  manner  ; but,  on  the  contrary 
the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  unjustly, 
corruptly,  and  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his  said 
office  of  Lord  Chancellor  (to  whpm  the  soper- 
intendency  of  the  said  Masters  and  of  their  ac- 
compts  did  appertain)  did  suffer  the  said  frau- 
dulent practice  to  proceed  and  be  exercised, 
without  any  controul  or  check,  whereby  great 
embezzlements  have  been  made  of  the  suitors’ 
money  and  effects,  to  their  great  loss,  in  the 
offices  of  several  of  the  Masters  of  the  said 
Court,  who  have  not  been  able  to  answer  and 
pay  their  respective  balancesowing  upon  their 
accompts,  in  breach  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
him  for  the  preservation  of  the  estates  and 
effects  of  the  suitors,  to  the  dishonour  and  dis- 
credit of  the  said  Court,  and  to  thegrent  injury 
and  defrauding  of  the  said  suitors,  in  a Court  of 
equity  established  for  their  relief  aud  protec- 

Article  XIII. 

“ That  Fleetwood  Dormer,  esq.  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  having  em- 
bezzled great  part  of  the  money  nnd  effects  be- 
longing to  the  suitors  of  the  said  Court,  with 
which  he  was  intrusted  by  the  said  Court,  and 
disposed  of  the  same  for  his  own  private  ad- 
vantage, by  means  whereof  there  became,  and 
still  continues,  a great  deficiency  in  that  office, 
to  the  amount  of  25,000/.  or  some  other 
great  sum  ; and  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer 
having  absconded,  and  for  some  time  absented 
himself,  application  was  made  to  the  said  earl 
of  Macclesfield,  then  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  to  secure  the  person  of  the  said  Fleet- 
wood  Dormer,  and  to  take’  proper  methods 
for  compelling  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer  to 
make  satisfaction  to  the  suitors  for  the  money 
and  effects  which  he  had  so  embezzled  ; yet 
the  said  earl,  from  an  apprehension  that  a pub- 
lic discovery  of  the  said  deficiency  might  lessen 
the  unjust  gain  he  proposed  to  make  to  him- 
self by  selling  and  disposing  of  the  said  offices 
of  Masters  of  the  said  Court,  neglected  and  de- 
clined either  to  secure  the  person  of  the  said 
Fleetwood  Dormer  anil  his  estate  and  effects, 
or  to  make  a proper  inquiry  into  the  said  defi- 
ciency ; but,  on  the  contrary,  the  said  earl, 
whilst  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  did  endeavour,  by  many  indirect  prac- 
tices, to  conceal  from  the  suitors  of  the  Court 
the  true  state  and  condition  of  the  said  office, 
as  well  with  respect  to  the  effects  of  the  said 
Fleetwood  Dormer,  as  to  the  debt  due  from  him 
to  the  suitors  of  the  Court;  and  upon  motion 
made  in  the  said  Court  of  Chancery  (after  the 
said  earl  knew  that  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer 
had  so  absconded),  on  behalf  of  some  of  the 
SuilibiatJf 'llis1  Coort,1  have’ -their'effects  trans- 
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(erred  from  tbe  slid  Fleetwood  Dormer  to  some 
other  Master,  for  the  better  securing  thereof, 
the  said  earl  of  Macclesfield,  in  order  to  delude 
the  suitors  of  the  snid  Court  into  a belief  that 
their  effects  were  safe,  and  thereby  to  prevent 
a public  inquiry,  then  sitting  as  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, in  open  court,  did  say,  “ That  the  said 
parties  need  not  be  in  haste  and  did  at  the 
mine  time  fulsely  and  deceitfully  .declare, 
« That  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer  was  only 
to  take  the  air  in  the  country  ; and  that  he 
would  return  in  a little  time,  and  all  would  be 
{ well or  to  that  effect. 

Article  XIV. 

i “ That  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer  having, 

I towards  satisfaction  of  the  suitors  of  the  said 
Court,  assigned  to  Ilenry  Edwards  esquire(wbo 
I succeeded  him  in  his  office  of  Master  of  the 
mid  Court  of  Chancery)  a debt  of  tweuty-four 
thousand  and  forty-six'  pounds,  four  shillings, 

I or  some  other  great  sum,  due,  from  William 
I Wilson  a hanker,  to  the  said  Fleetwood  Dor- 
; mer,  to  the  intent  that  the  money  received  on 
account  thereof  should  be  applied  and  disposed 
of  ns  the  said  Court  of  Chancery  should  order 
and  direct ; the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Maccles- 
field, whilst  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Great  Britain,  for  the  unlawful  purposes  afore- 
said, without  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  said 
suitors,  by  colour  of  his  office,  did,  in  an  un- 
warrantable, clandestine,  and  unusual  manner, 
authorize,  direct,  and  establish,  a precarious 
and  trifling  composition  with  the  said  William 
Wilson,  upon  the  terms  of  the  said  William 
Wilson’s  paying  the  sum  of  1 ,4631., 8s.  Id.  and 
assigning  ten  thousand  pounds,  part  of  a debt 
of  22,060/.  12s.  5 d.  protended  to  be  due  to  the 
said  William  Wilson  from  Edward  Boulter,  or 
to  that  effect,  in  discharge  of  the  said  debt ; 
»nd  to  that  end,  upon  die  report  of  John  Hic- 
coolts  esquire,  then  one  of  tlie  Masters  of  the 
mid  Court,  without  any  attendance  ordered  or 
hod  thereupon,  and  without  notice  to  the  said 
Suitors,  did,  by  a private  order,  not  made  in 
I open  court,  order  die  said  Ilenry  Edwards  to 
accept  of  the  said  composition,  in  full  discharge 
I of  the  said  debt;  which  said  Edward  Poulter 
was  a person  insolvent,  and  has  since  abscond- 
ed for  debt;  and  none  or  but  a very  small  part 
I of  the  said  10,000 /.  has  been,  or  is  ever  likely 
to  be,  received. 

Article  XV. 

“ That  the  SRid  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
Whilst  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  to  carry  on  his  corrupt  and  unjust  pur- 
poses, and  to  conceal  the  deficiency  that  was  in 
the  office  ol  the  snid  Fleetwood  Dormer,  did, 
in  or  nbout  the  month  of  Februnrv  in  the  vear 
Of  our  Lord  1720,  order  the  several  Masters  of 
the  said  Court  of  Chancery  to  bring  in  their  nc- 
compts  of  the  cash,  effects,  and  securities,  in 
their  hands,  belonging  to  the  suitors  of  the 
Lourt ; pot  with  a design  of  examining  rheir 
Recounts,  or  securing  the  estate  and  effects  of 


said  Masters,  and  thereby  oblige  them  to  con- 
tribute great  sums  of  money  towards  answer- 
ing tbe  demands  that  should  from  time  to  time 
be  made  upon  the  said  office ; for  which  pur- 
pose, he  the  said  earl  did  at  several  times  re- 
present, or  cause  to  be  represented,  to  the  said 
Masters,  “ That,  if  they  refused  so  to  do,  tha 
money  and  effects  of  the  suitors  would  he  taken 
out  of  their  hands,  and  tbesaid  Masters  depriv- 
ed of  making  any  profit  of  the  same by  which 
practices,  the  said  earl  being  then  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Great  Britain,  by  colour  of  his  autho- 
rity, did  persuade  and  induce  nine  of  the  Mas- 
ters of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery  to  pay  500/. 
each  for  tjie  purpose  aforesaid,  several  of  whom 
paid  the  same  out  of  the  money  or  effects  of 
tbe  suitors  in  their  hands  ; but  after  such  pay- 
ments, the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield 
did  not  oblige  the  said  Masters  to  deliver  in 
their  accounts  iu  pursuance  of  such  his  said 
order. 

Article  XVI. 

“ That  Elizabeth  Chitty,  widow,  having  ob- 
tained an  Order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  on 
or  about  the  27  th  of  March  in  the  10th  year 
of  his  present  Majesty’s  reign,  made  by  tho 
said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  then  Lord 
Chancellor,  whereby  Henry  Edwards  esquire, 
one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, who  sncceeded  Fleetwood  Dormer  esquire 
in  the  said  office,  was  ordered  to  pay  her  the 
sum  of  1,000/.  part  of  the  sum  of  10,000/.  or 
other  great  sum  of  money,  formerly  paid  into 
the  hands  of  tlje  said  Fleetwood  Dormer  as  a 
Master  of  the  SRid  Court,  and  by  thu  said  Order 
mentioned  to  be  then  in  tbe  bands  of  the  said 
Henry  Edwards ; and  the  said  Henry  Edwards 
complaining  to  the  said  earl,  “ that  the  mak- 
ing orders  upon  him  to  pay  money,  which  had 
been  received  by  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer, 
was  a very  great  hardship  upon  him  the  said 
Henry  Edwards,  in  regard  he  had  not  any 
money,  or  effects  in  his  hands  to  answer  such 
demands the  said  earl  of  Macclesfield,  being 
then  Lord  Chancellor,  in  further  prosecution  of 
bis  nnjust  and  corrupt  purposes,  did,  by  colour 
of  bis  authority,  endeavour  to  prevail  with  tli* 
Masters  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery  to  raise 
the  said  sum  of  1,000/.  out  of  their  effects,  by 
representing  To  them,  “ that  a discovery  of  the 
deficiency  in  the  said  office  might  occnsinn  a 
parliamentary  nr  public  inquiry  into  the  nature 
and  condition  of  their  offices,  nnd  hazard  the 
forfeiture  of  the  same,  by  reason  of  their  hav- 
ing bought  their  offices,  contrary  to  law,  which, 
the  said  Earl  then  declared,  would  affect  him, 
hut  themselves  much  more;”  or  to  that  effect: 
But  the  said  Masters  refusing  to  raise  the  said 
sum  of  1,000/.  the  said  carl  of  Macclesfield  did 
order  his  secretary,  Peter  Cottinghatn  esquire, 
to  pay  the  said  1,000/. ; who,  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  F.nrl’s  directions,  in  or  about  the  month 
of  July  1724,  Hid  pay  the  same  to  Ascan  Chris- 
topher Lochmnn,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Eliza- 
beth Chitty;  and  tbesaid  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
KiWifelullffrSftid  Ascan 
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Christopher  Lochmnn  for  payment  of  the  said 
money,  did  acquaint  him,  “ That  he  the  said 
.Earl  had  given  directions  to  his  secretary  for 
payment  of  that  sum  j"  but,  at  the  same  time, 
declared  to  the  said  As  can  Christopher  Loch- 
man,  “ That  he  the  said  < Earl  believed  this 
would  be  the  last  payment  she  was  like  to  re- 
ceive out  of  the  said  money  paid  into  the 
bonds  of  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer  ; for  die 
residue  thereof  was  in  great  danger  of  being 
lost,  by  reason  of  the  deficiency  in  the  effects 
of  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer,"  or  to  that  ef- 
fect. Notwithstanding  all  which  proceedings 
in  tins  and  the  several  other  Articles  mentioned, 
upon  a motion  made  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
before  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
then  Lord  Chancellor,  on  or  about  the  fifth  day 
'of  December  last,  in  a cause  there  depending, 
between  Jane  Harper  plaintiff  and  Thomas 
Case  and  others  defendants,  relating  to  the 
sum  of  260/.  or  60me  other  sum.  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer  before 
bis  absconding,  and  which  was  then  apprehend- 
ed in  great  danger  of  being  lost,  the  said  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield,  then  sitting  in  court  as 
Lord  Chancellor,  did,  publicly,  falsely,  and  de- 
ceitfully, declare,  “ That  he  had  heard  there 
was  a deficiency  in  the  office  of  the  said  Fleet- 
wood  Dormer ; hut  that  he  the  said  earl  knew 
nothing  of  it,  only  as  public  news,”  or  to  that 
effect;  aud  thereupon  did  order,  that  the  said 
Henry  Edwards  should  examine  in  what  mau- 
ner  the  said  260/.  were  deposited  with  the 
said  Fleetwood  Dormer,  and  whether  there 
was  likely  to  be  a loss  of  any  money  deposited 
with  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer. 

ARKCLE  XVH. 

“ That,  notwithstanding  the  said  earl  of 
Macclesfield  well  kuew  that  there  was  a very 
great  deficiency  and  loss  by  the  failure  of  the 
said  Fleetwood  Dormer,  and  that  the  said 
Henry  Edwards,  his  successor,  had  not  suffi- 
cient in  his  hands  to  pay  the  whole  money 
due  to  the  suitors  of  the  Court,  that  had  been 
received  by  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer  ou 
their  account;  yet  the  said  earl  of  Maccles- 
field, being  Lord  Chancellor,  in  order  to  carry 
on  his  uujust  designs  of  concealing  the  said 
deficiency,  and  to  prevent  any  public  inquiry 
that  might  arise  from  the  just  complaint  of  the 
suitors  of  the  said  Court,  did,  from  time  to 
time,  in  manifest  and  wilful  violation  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  make  orders  on  the  said 
Henry  Edwards,  for  payment  of  the  money 
belonging  to  several  particular  suitors, which  had 
been  lodged  iu  the  bands  of  the  said  Fleetwood 
Dormer;  in  obedience  to  which  orders,  several 
sums  were  paid,  without  regard  to,  or  consi- 
deration of,  the  proportion  which  the  rest  of 
the  suitors  were  entitled  to,  out  of  the  effects 
of  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer;  whereby  many 
of  the  said  suitors  lqst  the  benefit  of  their  pro- 
portionable share,  to  which  in  justice  they 
were  entitled. 
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Article  XVIII.' 

“ That  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield 
notwithstanding  that  he  vory  well  knew,  and  was 
informed,  that  the  Masters  of  the  said  Court 
did,  or  that  it  was  in  their  power,  Iriun,  time,  to  ' 
time,  and  at  their  pleasure,  to  dispose  of  and 
employ  the  money  and  effects  belonging  to  the 
suitors  of  the  said  Court,  which  were  entrusted 
with  them  respectively  ; and  more  particuhirly, 
that  the  deficiency  appearing  in  the  office  of 
Fleetwood  Dormer,  esq  , one  of  the  Masters  of 
the  Courtof  Chancery,  was  chiefly  occasioned  by 
his  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer’s  having  tak,ea 
upon  himself  unduly  to  dispose  of  and  employ 
the  money  and  effects  belonging  to  the  suitors  j 
of  the  said  Court,  which  were  entrusted  in  his  ! 
bauds;  and  notwithstanding  that,  soon  after  j 
the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer  became  insolvent,  I 
it  was  represented  and  proposed  to  the  said  J 
Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  then  Lord  Chap-  I 
cellor  of  Great  Britaiu,  in  order  to  prevent 
for  the  future  any  losses  that  might  happen 
to  the  suitors  of  the  said  court,  “ that  the  seve- 
ral effects  and  secuitics  belonging  to  the  suitors 
should  be  placed  out  iu  such  manner,  as  that  ' 
the  power  of  disposing,  employing,  or  in  any 
manuer  trading  with  the  same,  might  be  totally 
taken  away  from  the  said  Masters ; for  the  ef- 
fecting of  which  just  design,  a particular  me- 
thod was  laid  before  the  said  Earl ; and  it  was 
also  further  proposed,  “ that  the  said  Masters 
should  give  some  reasonable  security  to  answer  i 
the  balance  of  such  cash  as  should  from  time 
to  lime,  be  in  their  bands;"  and,  notwith-  j 
standing  the  said  Earl  was  credibly  informed,  | 
that  the  sufficiency  of  some  other  of  the  said  . 
Masters  was  very  much  suspected,  yet  the  said  i 
Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  whilst  he  was 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  contrary  , 
to  the  duty  of  his  office,  aud  thereby  proposing 
to  make  unlawful  gain  to  himself  by  the  itispo- 
sal  and  sale  of  the  offices  of  Masters  of  the  i 
said  Court  of  Chancery,  and  in  order  to  induce  I 
persons  to  give  him,  the  said  Earl,  a greater  I 
price  or  reward  for  their  being  admitted  to  the 
same,  did  not  require  or  demand  any  security 
whatsoever  to  be  given  by  any  of  the  said  Mas- 
ters, upon  their  being  admitted  co  their  offices, or 
ntaiiy  other  time;  and  the  said  Earl,  with  the 
same  corrupt  view  and  intention,  and  to  keep 
up  the  price  of  the  said  offices,  totally  neglected 
to  enquire  into  the  accompts  of  the  said  Mas- 
ters, and  did  fraudulently,  unjustly,  and  in 
breach  of  the  trust  reposed’  in  him,  permit  and 
encourage  the  Masters  of  the  said  Court  to 
employ  and  traffic  with  large  sums  of  money 
belonging  to  the  suitors  of  the  said  Court,  nnd 

to  make  interest  thereof,  for  their  own  unjust 

gnin  and  profit;  and  the  said  Earl,  offer  such 
proposal  made  to  him  ns  aforesaid,  or  at  any 
oilier  time  during  his  continuance  in  the  said 
office,  did  not  take  any  care  that  the  effects  of 
the  said  suitors  should  be  placed  out  in  such 
manner  as  to  prevent  the  Masters  from  traffick- 
ing therewith,  or  that  the  said  Masters  should 
Southampton  f.lhfiiry  Digiritatinn  tjttft; 
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oive  each  security  as  Was  proposed  ; by  means 
whereof,  great  deficiencies,  to  she  amount  of 
iDiny  thousand  pounds,  have  been,  through 
socb  default  of  the  said  Earl,  occasioned  in  the 
offices  af  several  other  of  the  Masters,  to  the 
great  loss  and  injury  of  the  suitors  of  the  said 
Court. 

Article  XIX. 

“That  whereas  his  most  sacred  Majesty, 
out  of  his  fatherly  goodness  to  bis  people,  did, 
in  or  about  the  month  of  November  last,  direct 
an  inquiry  to  be  mnde  iuto  Che  accounts  of  me 
Masters  of  the  said  Coart  of  Chancery,  to  tbe 
inteat  that  proper  methods  might  be  taken  for 
the  security  of  the  suitors  of  the  said  Court ; 
the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  being, 
then  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  and 
one  of  his  Majesty's  most  honourable  privy 
council,  in  order  to  obstruct  the  same,  and  to 
prevent  a parliamentary  inquiry  into  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  offices  of  the  said  Masters, 
in  breach  of  the  several  great  trusts  reposed  in 
him,  did  give  advice  and  encouragement  to  the 
said  Masters,  to  assist  and  supply  each  other 
with  money  and  effects ; and  did  represent  to 
the  said  Masters,  “ That  it  would  be  for  their 
honour  and  service,  to  appear  able  and  suffi- 
cient; and  tliat,  if  they  made  a bold  stand 
.non',  it  might  prevent  a parliamentary  en- 
quiry;’’ or  to  that  effect ; and  (lid  persuade 
several  of  them  to  make  false  representations 
of  their  circumstances  to  his  Majesty,  by  add- 
ing* subscription  to  their  respective  accounts, 
delivered  to  the  said  Earl,  to  be  laid  before  his 
Majesty,  to  tbe  effect  following;  (videlicet,) 
“Tliat  they  were  able  to  answer  the  money 
and  securities  in  their  bauds,  and  were  willing 
to  pay  the  same  to  such  persons  as  were  entitled 
thereunto;”  although  tbe  said  Earl  knew,  or  had 
goad  re  ason  to  believe,  that  several  of  the  Mas- 
ters were  not  then  able  to  answer  the  balance 
of  their  nccompts,  nor  are  they  yet  able  to 
satisfy  or  make  good  the  same ; and  when  the 
said  Masters  were  afterwards  required  to  pro- 
duce the  cash  and  effects  of  the  suitors  in  their 
bands,  some  of  the  said  Masters  according  to  i 
such  advice  and  encouragement  given  by  the 
said  Earl,  did  supply  others  of  them  with  cash 
and  effects,  to  nuke  a false  show  and  appear- 
ance of  their  ability  and  readiness  to  answer 
the  balance  of  their  accompu. 

Article  XX. 

“ That  the  said  Thomas  Earl  of  Maccles- 
field, whilst  be  continued  in  the  office  of  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  in  breach  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  and  contrary  to  tbe  doty 
of  his  office,  tKd,  at  several  tijnes,  borrow  and 
Receive,  of  some  of  the  Masters  • of  tbe  said 
Court,  several  great  sums  of  tbe  money  belong- 
ing to  the  suitors  of  the  said  Court,  deposited 

the  hands  of  such  Masters,  and  did  make 
®*e  thereof  for  his  own  private  service  and 
advantage,  so  long  as  be  Imd  occasion  for  the 
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“ That  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
whilst  lie  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  did,  in  un  illegal  and  aibitrary  man- 
ner, extend  the  power  and  authority  of  Lord 
Cbnncellorand  of  the  Courtof  Cliancery,  be- 
yond their  lawful  and  just  bounds;  and  did  ar- 
bitrarily and  illegally  assume  to  Imnself,  as 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  by  colour  of  his  office,  an 
unjust  and  unlimited  power  of  dispensing  with, 
suspending,  and  controlling,  the  statutes  of  this 
realm,  made  for  the  security  and  preservation 
of  tiie  estates  and  properties  of  the  subjects  of 
this  kingdom,  to  the.  great  oppression  of  the 
suitors  of  thq  said  Court,  in  subversion  of  the 
laws  and  statutes  of  tills  realm,  in  manifest' 
breach  and  viuletiou  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  his  Majesty's  good  subjects,  and  of  his  own 
most  solemn  oath  as  Lord  Chancellor  of  Greut 
Britain;  and  more  especially,  when  Francis 
Tyssen,  esq.  deceuscd,  being  seised  and  pos- 
sessed of  a real  estate  of  the  value  of  3,0001 
per  annum,  or  some  other  great  annual  value, 
did,  by  Ins  last  will  and  testament  in  writing 
duly  executed,  in  or  about  tbe  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1717,  give  and  devise  all  bis  said  real  es- 
tate to  the  child  his  wife  was  at  that  time  en- 
seint  with  (if  such  child  should  be  u son),  lor 
his  life,  without  impeachment  of  waste,  with 
remainders  to  the  first  and  other  sons  of  the 
said  infant  iu  Utle  male;  and  did  likewise,  by 
such  will,  expressly  nominate  and  appoint  Iris 
the  said  testator's  wife,  Rachael  Tyssen,  to  be 
the  guardian  of  all  bis  children  daring  their  re- 
spective minorities,  if  she  should  so  long  con- 
tinue n widow  ; and  the  said  Francis  Tyssen 
soon  after  died,  leaving  one  daughter  and  the 
said  Rachel  his  widow  with  child  ; after  whose 
decease,  the  said  Rachel  was  delivered  of  such 
child,  being  a son,  afterwards  named  Frauds 
John  Tyssen  ; in  whose  right,  by  virtue  of  the 
said  will,  and  of  the  statute  made  in  the  13th 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  second, 
intituled,  * An  act  for  the  taking  away  the 
‘ court  of  wards  and  liveries,  and  tenures  fit 
‘ c.apite  and  by  knights’  service,  and  pyrvey- 
1 once,  and  for  settling  a revenue  upon  his  Ms- 
‘ jesty  in  lieu  thereof,’  the  said  Rachel  Tyssen 
did  lawfully  take  into  her  care  and  custody  her 
said  infant  son,  and  tire  estate  so  devised  to 
him,  or  was  willing  and  endeavoured  so  to  d6, 
and  to  undertake  the  management  of  bis  said 
lands  and  tenements  for  bis  best  advantage, 
and  demeaned  herself  therein  without  any  mis- 
behaviour : Yet  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Mac- 
clesfield, being  then  Lord  Chancellor  of  Greit 
Britain,  under  colour  of  his  office  and  autho- 
rity, did,  by  several  orders  made  by  him  in  the 
months  of’ January  and  February  in  the  fifth 
year  of  bis  Majesty’s  reign,  or  in  one  of  them, 
illegally  and  arbitrarily,  and  iu  direct  Contra- 
vention of  the  statute  made  in  that  behalf,  re- 
move and  exclude  the  said  Rachel  Tyssen,  the 
guardian  of  the  said  infant,  and  also  John  Ni- 
clvolns,  esq.  (a  person  of  good  substance  and 
f vb'ijty h y,ow jpptsd  'py  nfes- ; wdnRwffiel  Tyssea 
i 3 F ", 
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to  be  receiver  of  tiie  rents  mid  profits  of  the 
said  infant's  estate,  and  approved  by  Rohert 
Uull'ord,  esq.  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said 
Gonrt,  for  that  purpose,  and  who  had  given 
sufficient  security  lor  the  due  execution  of  his 
said  trust)  from  the  management  and  receiver- 
ship of  the  said  infant’s  estate ; and  did,  by  such 
orders,  unduly  and  injuriously  nominate  and  ap- 
point Robert  Doyley,  esq.  a creature  and  con- 
fidant nf  bis  own,  and  a persnn  altogether  unfit 
and  unqualified  for  so  great  a trust,  to  be  re- 
ceiver of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  in- 
fant's estate,  nnd  to  have  a salary  for  the  same, 
with  a power  to  let  such  part  of  the  said  estate 
as  vitas  or  should  become  untenumed,  with  the 
approbntion  of  the  said  Robert  Holford;  al- 
though the  said  Rachel  Tyssen  did  expressly 
object  unto  nnd  oppose  such  appointment  of 
the  said  Robert  Doyley,  and  did  insist  to  have 
the  benefit  and  exercise  of  her  right  in  that  re- 
spect, as  the  guardian  appointed  nnd  entrusted 
by  her  late  husband  ; and  the  said  Robert 
Doyley,  after  he  was  so  admitted  into  the  said 
receivership,  did  for  several  years  receive  the 
rents  nnd  profits  of  the  snid  infant’s  estate,  to 
the  amount  of  nbout  10,000/.  or  other  great 
sum,  nnd  in  his  life-time  did  embezzle  nnd  con- 
vert to  bis  own  use  great  part  thereof ; anil  in 
or  about  the  month  of  November,  1722,  died 
insolvent,  and  indebted  co  the  said  infant  and 
liisestate  in  the  sum  of  2,600/:  or  other  great 
sum,  upon  the  balance  nf  his  nccompt,  no  part 
whereof  has  hitherto  been  satisfied  or  paid : 
And  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  in 
further  abuse  of  his  power,  nnd  in  contempt  of 
the  laws  nnd  statutes  of  this  realm,  when,  upon 
debate  nf  the  matter  in  the  said  Court  of  Chan- 
cery before  the  said  carl,  being  then  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  the  month  of  January  or  Fe- 
bruary in  the  fifth  year  of  his  Majesty’s  reign, 
or  in  one  of  them,  it  was  insisted  upon,  in  be- 
half of  the  snid  Rachel  Tyssen,  by  her  counsel 
of  great  ability  and  experience’  in  the  snid 
Court,  ‘ That  such  the  proceedings  of  the  said 

* earl  as  Lord  Chancellor,  were  a reviving  the 
‘ power  of  the  Court  of  Wards,  and  were  not 

* supported  or  warranted  by  any  precedent  in 
‘ the  Court  of  Chancery  ;’  he  the  said  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield,  tiicn  sitting  in  the  Court 
as  Lord  Chancellor,  did  not  only  persist  in 
such  his  appointment  of  the  said  Robert  Doy- 
ley, but  did  also  arbitrarily,  arid  in  defiance  of 
the  said  good  and  beneficial  statute,  say  and 
declare,  in  open  Comt,  * That  then-  he  would 
‘ make  a precedent  in  that  instance or  he 
the  said  earl  declared  and  expressed  himself  to 
that  effect ; which  actings,  proceedings,  mid 
declarations  of  the  snid  earl,  have  been  and 
were  not  only  very  injurious  and  prejudicial  to 
the  right  and  interest  of  thesaitl  Rachel  Tyssen 
as  guardian,  and  to  the  great  damage  and  loss 
of  the  infant  Francis  John  Tyssen,  and  a noto- 
rious violation  of  property ; but  were  also  a 
dangerous  exercise  of  illegal  and  arbitrary 
power,  to  the  destruction  of  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution of  this  realm,  in  manifest  breach  of  his 
oath  nj  IvnftliCJptiWe'.llOf , sndj  R-JiWWII BhwSiiof 
hi*  xitharitjr, 


" And  tile'  snid  knights,  citizens,  and  bur- 
gesses, by  protestation,  saving  to  themselves 
the  liberty  of  exhibiting,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
any  further  Articles,  or  other  Accusation  or 
Impeachment,  against  the  said  Thomas  carl  of 
Macclesfield,  and  nlso  of  replying  to  his  An- 
swers Which  he  slitill  make  unto  the  snid  Arti- 
cles, or  any  of  them,  tuid  of  offering  proof  to 
nil  and  every  the  aforesaid  Articles,  and  to  all 
and  every  other  Articles, Tmpenchment,  br  Ac- 
cusation, which  shall  be  exhibited  by  then),  as 
the  case  shall  according  to  the  coarse  of  par- 
iinment  require,  do  pVny,  that  the  said  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield  may  he  put  to  answer  the 
snid  Crimes  nnd  Misdemeanors ; tdid  thRtsueh 
proceedings,  examinations,  trials,  and  judg- 
ments, may  be  thereupon  had  and  given,  ns' is 
agreeable  to  law  ami  justice.*' 

Which  being  ended ; 

The  earl  of  Macclesfield  desired  a copy- 
thereof  might  be  delivered  to  him  ; and  snntj 
lie  would  put  in  his  Answer  as  soon  as  he 
could.  Anil  then  his  lordship  desired,  Thtlt 
Mr.  Reeves,  Mr.  Lingard,  Mr.  Robyns,  and 
Mr.  Strange,  might  be  assigned  him-  for  hit 
counsel.— Ordered  accordingly. 

Tiie  Earl  of  Macclesfield’s  Answer 

TO  THE  ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT.]  April  8. 

The  Earl  of  Macclesfield  presented  to  the 
House  of  Lords  his  Answer  to  die  Articles  of 
Impeachment  exhibited  against  him  by  the 
Hnuie  of  Commons : Which  was  read,  bi 
follows : 

“ The  ANSWER  of  THOMAS  Earl  of  MAC- 
CLESFIELD, to  the  Articles  exhibited  by 
the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  in  the  Name  of 
themselves  and  of  all  tbe  Commons  of 
Great  Britaiu,  in  Maintenance  of  their 
Impeachment  uguinst  him  for  high  Crimes 
anti  Misdemeanors  supposed  to  have  becu 
by  him  committed. 

‘‘The  said  Ear!,  saving  to  himself  all  advan- 
tage of  exception  to  the  said  Articles,  and  of 
uot'lieiug  prejudiced  by  any  words  or  want  of 
form  in  this  bis  Answer  ; and  also  saving  to 
himsc-lf  oil  benefit  aud  advantage  of  the  act  for 
the  King’s  most  gracious,  general,  and  free 
pardon,  herein  after  mentioned,  and  all  rights 
and  privileges  belonging  to  him  as  one  of  dia 
peers  of  this  realm  ; for  Answer  to  the  said 
articles,  saith,  That,  he  having  for  several 
years  executed  the  otfice  of  chief  justice  in  the 
court  of  King's-bench,  bis  Majesty,  of  Iris 
royal  grace  nnd  favour,  was  pleased,  the  tenth 
day  of  March  1715,  to  advance  the  said  carl 
to  the  digjtily  of  a peer  of  this  realm,  and 
created  him  baron  of  Macclesfield;  and,  in 
regard  to  his  circumstances  at  thoi  time,  was 
further  pleased,  for  the  better  support  of  that 
honour,  to  grant  to  the  said  earl  tlm  pension  of 
1,200/.  per  annum,  in  the  Articles  mentioned, 
aynble  at  lha  receipt  of  the  Exchequer ; and 

pfewed  to  «•«- 
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cjjuelus  royal  intentions  of  giving  to  the  said 
t?rl's  only  sou,  George  Parker,  for  his  life,  an 
office  of  considerable  profit,  when  a proper 
opportunity  should  offer  : That,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  May  ip  the  year  1718,  lie  the  said  earl 
was,  by  bis  Majesty’s  great  grace  and  favour 
appointed  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  was  sworn  before  his  Majesty,  in  couucii, 
the  lith  day  of  that  month;  when  the  follow- 
ing oath,  being  the  usual  oath  of  Lord 
Chancellor.  »as  administered  to  him ; ( vis) 

* You  shall  swear,  that  you  shall  well  and 
truly  serve  our  sovereigu  lord  the  King  and 
his  people,  in  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain ; and  you  shall  do  right  to  all  man- 
ner of  people,  poor  and  rich,  after  the  laws 
■nd  usages  of  this  realm  ; and  truly  you  shall 
counsel  the  King,  and  his  counsel  you  shall 
lain  and  keep  ; and  you  shall  not  know  nor 
suffer  the  hurt  or  disheriting  of  the  King,  or 
that  the  rights  of  the  crown  he  decreased  by 
any  means,  as  far  forth  as  you  may  lett ; anil 
if  you  may  not  lett  it,  you  shall  make  it  clearly 
aud  expressly  known  to  the  King,  with  your 
true  advice  and  counsel ; and  that  you  shall 
do  and  purchase  the  King’s  profit  in  all  that 
[ you  may  : All  which  you  shall  do  to  the  best 
of  your  skill  and  knowledge,  as  God  shall  help 

* “ And  the  said  Earl  Rt  the  same  time  took  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  but  no  oatli 
of  office  besides  that  above  set  forth  ; aud  the 
^id  earl  doth  udmit  that,  during  hiscontinu- 
I ance  in  the  3aid  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  he 
did  enjoy  the  usual  salary,  fees,  nnd  profits, 
belonging  to  such  office  ; w ltich,  he  says,  are 
[ of  much  less  annual  value  than  they  are  ge- 
nerally (as  he  believes)  esteemed  to  be  ; and 
that  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  grant  him  the 
salary  or  allowance  of  40001.  per  nnn.  in  the 
Articles  mentioned,  during  such  time  as  he 
should  continue  to  be  Lord  Chancellor  : hut 
the  same  is  so  fnr  from  being  particular  in  the 
case  of  the  said  earl  (as  the  said  Articles  would 
i insinuate),  that  it  is  no  other  than  what  hath 
been  for  many  years  past  constantly  granted 
I to,  nnd  enjoyed  by  his  predecessors  in  the  said 
office.  And  the  said  earl  doth  likewise  admit, 
that  his  Majesty  did,  of  his  royal  grace  and 
bounty,  sign  a warrant  for  payment  of  the  sum 
of  14,0001.  mentioned  in  thesaid  Articles, to  the 
said  tarl,  out  of  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer; 
whereof  2,0001.  was  the  constant  usual  allow- 
ance from  the  crown  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
or  Lord  Keeper,  for  and  towards  the  expences 
in  entering  upon  the  said  office,  and  the  re- 
sidue of  the  said  14,0001.  over  and  above  the 
usual  fees  and  deductions  upon  payment  thereof, 
was  his  Majesty’s  royal  munificence  to  thesaid 
earl  ; and  the  same  was  received  by  him  ac- 
cordingly. And  the  said  earl  doth  likewise, 
with  the  greatest  gratitude,  own,  that  about 
the  same  time,  his  said  son  heiug  then  of  n 
proper  age,  and  desirous  to  go  abroad  to 
travel,  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  grant  to  the 
said  George  Barker  the  yearly  pension  of 

MOOJ.  peyab^e.opj  .of  Ji«rece,^^of  ^.fx- 
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chequer,  during  the  joint  lives  of  his  Majesty 
and  the  said  George  Parker,  determinable  upon 
his  Majesty’s  granting  to  him  the  said  George 
Parker,  in  possession  or  reversion,  the  office 
of  one  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer  fur  life, 
and  his  coming  into . the  actoal  possession 
thereof ; nnd  which,  the  soid  earl  likewise 
admits,  has  been  since  granted  to  his  said 
son  : and  that  he  came  into  the  actual  posses* 
sion  thereof,  in  or  about  .Iulyil719,  whereby 
the  said  yearly  pension  is  determined.  And 
the  said  curl  satth,  Thut,  during  his  continu- 
ance in  the  said  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  or 
at  any  other  time,  he  never  once  had  a design, 
or  view,  or  wish,  to  raise  to  himself  any  exor- 
bitant gain  or  profit;  much  less  used,  or  ever 
thought  of  using,  any  unjust  or  oppresses 
methods  to  extort  or  obtniu  any  sum  whatso- 
ever, as  in  the  said  Articles  is  suggested  ; but 
such  views  and  practices  are  inconsistent  will* 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  life  and  actions ; and  in 
case  it  shall  he  thought  proper  for  the  said 
earl  to  lay  before  your  lordships  an  accompt  of 
his  estate  and  fortune,  and  of  the  considerable 
sums  of  money  he  has  distributed  for  the  relief 
nnd  support  of  others,  it  will  appear  that  he  is 
not  such  a designing,  avaricious,  and  oppres- 
sive man,  as  in  the  said  Articles  lie  is  represent- 
ed. And  the  said  earl  humbly  hopes  iliac  he 
shall  he  allowed,  in  this  his  Answer,  to  distin- 
guish between  acts  themselves,  and  the  infer- 
ences drawn  from  them  by  the  said  Articles  J 
and  that  whenever  he  admits  any  fact,  he  may 
uot  be  understood  to.ndmit  that  such  fact  was 
by  him  done  or  committed  upon  such  motives, 
and  with  such  designs,  or  in  such  manner,  as 
is  suggested  in  the  snid  Articles ; and  with  this 
reservation,  he  nnswereth  ns  followeth  : By- 
way of  general  Answer  to  such  of  the  said  Ar- 
ticles as  relate  to  the  making  any  present  by 
persons  admitted  to  the  office  of  Masters  in 
Chancery  : the  said  earl  doth  say.  That  the 
same  has  been  long  used  and  practised  in  tha 
time  of  his  predecessors  in  the  said  office  ; and 
that  such  presents  have  been  reckoned  amongst 
the  ancient  and  known  perquisites  of  the  Great 
Seal,  and  the  making  and  accepting  thereof 
has  been  notorious  to  all  the  world,  and  never 
before  looked  upon  to  be  criminal,  or  com- 
plained of  as  such.  And  the  said  earl  humbly 
hopes,  that  the  giving  or  receiving  of  a present 
on  such  occasions  is  not  criminal  in  itself,  or. 
by  the  common  law  of  this  realm ; and  that 
there  is  not  any  act  of  parliament  whatsoever, 
by  which  the  same  is  made  criminal,  or  subject 
to  any  punishmeut  or  judgment,  which  can  be. 
prayed  in  this  prosecution.  Aud  the  said  earl 
thinks  himself  obliged  humbly  to  lay  this  before 
your  lordships,  not  only  in  his  own  defence, 
but  in  vindication  of  the  honour  of  so  many 
great  aud  excellent  men  who  have  beeu  his 
predecessors  in  the  snid  office,  and  have  all 
along  done  the  same  for  which  the  said  earl  is 
now  complained  of ; and  of  others,  having 
been  lords  chief  justices  of  the  KingVbench 
and  Common  Pleas,  Masters  of  the  Rolls,  aud 
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tents  ini  money  opon  the  admission  6f  the  se- 
veral and  respective  officers  under  them  in  se- 
veral courts  or  justice ; tmd  who,  the  said  earl 
is  assured,  never  apprehended  themselves  to  be 
guilty  of  any  orirue  against  any  the  good  and 
wholesome  laws  or  statutes  of  this  renlm. 

“ To  the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth, 
Sixth,  and  Seventh  Articles ; the  said  earl  fur- 
ther saitb.  That,  long  before  the  24th  of  July 
1721,  he  did  admit  and  swear  Richard  God- 
frey, Janies  Lighlboun,  John  Borret,  and  Ed- 
ward Conway,  esquires,  into  the  offices  of  Mas- 
ters of  the  Court  of  Chancery  : tmd  every  ouc 
of  them  did,  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  of  their 
own  accord,  as  former  Masters  had  done  to  the 
predecessors  of  the  said  earl,  send  to  the  said 
earl  n present  upon  occasion  of  their  respective 
admictanpes,  which  the  said  earl  accepted  : 
And  that,  after  the  said- 24th  day  of  July  1721, 
he  did  admit  and  swear  William  Kynaston, 
Thomas  Rennet,  and  Francis  Etrie,  iiito  the 
offices  of  Masters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  ; 
and  saith,  that  every  of  the  said  persons  last 
named  did,  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  of  their 
own  accord,  in  like  manner,  send  a present  to 
the  said  earl,  upon  occasion  of  their  respective 
admittances:  Bnt  saith,  That,  it  being  pre- 
tended by  the  said  Kynaston  and  Bennet,  Clint 
hey  were  by  such  presents  disabled  from  an- 
weringsO  much  of  the  money  due  from  them 
to-  the  suitors  of  the  court,  lie  the  said  earldid, 
afterwards  and  before  the  impeachment,  de- 
liver the  present  so  sent  him  bv  the  said  Wil- 
liam Kynaston,  being  1575/.  and  also  the  pre- 
sent. so  sent  him  by  the  said  Thomas  Bennet, 
being  the  like  sum  of  1575/-  into  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  in  open  court,  to  be  applied  for  the 
benefit  of  the  suitors,  as  the  Court  should  di- 
rect ; nnd  that  the  said  earl  retained  of  the 
present  so  sent  him  by  the  said  Francis  Elde, 
uo  more  than  the  sum  of  1850/. 

“ VIII.  To  the  Eighth  Article ; the  said 
Earl  further  saith,  That,  in  July  Inst,  the  office 
of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  Court  became 
vacant  by  the  death  of  John  Borret  esquire, 
who  died  intestate,  but  whether  solvent  or  not 
ha  cannot  say  ; but,  upun  notice  of  his  death, 
the  said  earl  did  at  first  desire  Richard  Godfrey 
esquire,  one  of  the  Musters  of  the  said  court, 
who  hud  been  very  well  acquainted  with  the 
said  Mr,  Borret  and  his  affairs,  and  afterwards 
the  said  Mr.  Godfrey  and  John  Bennet  esquire, 
another  of  the  Masters  of  the, said  court,  to  in- 
quire into  his  effects,  and  to  take  whac  care 
they  could  about  the  same;  who,  after  some 
inquiry,  informed  the  said  earl,  “ that  they  be- 
lieved there  would  be  no  deficiency  }"  and  se- 
cured a considerable  part  of  the  effects  of 
the  said  Mr.  Borret;  and  entered  a proper 
caveat  in  the  prerogative  court,  to  prevent  ad- 
ministration being  granted  to  any  persons  who 
might  einbrale  the  said  Borret's  estate  ; and 
afterwards,  at  the  request  of  the  said  earl,  pro- 
ceeded so  far  a*  to  obtain  a sentence  in  the 
said  prerogative  court,  for  administration  to  be 
granted,  for  thebeaefi*  ,of ‘-tbi  - tumors  •ef'ihe ' 


court,  to  them  the  said  Mr.  Bennet  and  Mr. 
Godfrey;  which  was  afterwards,  upon  their 
waiving  thereof,  granted  to  Mr.  Paxton;  as  the 
said  earl  believes : But  the  said  Earl  thought  it 
proper  and  necessary  to  admit  another  Master 
in  his  place,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
court,  and  to  be  entitled  to  demand  the  ef- 
fects of  the  suitors  from  the  representative  of 
the  said  Mr.  Borret  when  one  should  be  ap- 
pointed ; and  therefore,  about  the  5th  day  of 
August  last,  did  admit  and  swear  Mark  Thura-  i 
ton  c-quire  into  the  said  office,  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the  said  Borret;  and  the  said  Earl 
admits  the  said  MarkThurston  did,  upon  that 
occasion;  freely  and  voluntnrily,  and  of  his  own 
pccord,  send  a present ; whereof  2,000/.,  and 
no  more,  were  retained. 

“ IX.  In  Answerto  the  Ninth  Article;  the 
said  Earl  saith,  That  he  believes  Thomas  Ben- 
net, esq.,  in  this  Article  named,  was  possessed  ! 
of  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Custodies,  in  the  I 
Article  described,  and  that  such  office  is  in  the  i 
gift  and  disposal  of  the  crown,  by  grant  under 
the  great  seal ; but  denies  that  he  did,  at  any  j 
time,  insist  upon  the  sum  of  105/i;  or  any 
other  sum  of  money,  to  permit  or  accept  of  the  '] 
resignation  of  the  said  Thomas  Benner,  or  did  | 
refuse  to  permit  or  accept  thereof  until  the  said  '• 
Thomas  Bennet  had  agreed  to  pay  the  same,  I 
or  any  other  sum  on  that  account:  But  saith,  ' 
That  although  the  said  office  be  usually  granted 
by  the  crown,  vet  it  has  always  been  looked  J 
upon  to  be  the  right  of  the  Lord  Chancellors,  1 
or  Lord  Keepers,  to  recommend  to  that  and 
other  offices  under  the  Great  Seal,  and  to  ap- 
prove and  allow  of  the  deputies  to  execute  the 
same  ; nnd,  upon  such  recommendations  and 
approving  of  deputies,  have  accepted  presents, 
nnd  looked  upon  the  same  as  thetr  right.  And 
further  saith,  That  there  have  been  two  of  such 
offices  grunted  in  his  time  , one  of  which  ap- 
pearing to  him  to  be  a case  wherein  the  party 
imd  suffered  great  hardship,  the  said  Earl  pass- 
ed the  same  without  any  present  whatsoever, 
though  the  office  be  of  considerable  value  ; the 
other  was  the  case  of  Mr.  liamersley,  in  the 
Articles  mentioned,  in.  which  the  said  Earl  owus 
he  did  accept  a present. 

“X.  In  Answer  to  the  Tenth  Article ; the 
said  Earl  lakh,  The  same  is  conceived  in  such 
general  terms,  that  it  is  not  to  be  expected  he 
should  give  any  particular  answer  thereto : 
However,  he  saith.  That,  during  the  whole  time 
of  his  beiDg  Lord  Chancellor,  he  never  ouc* 
took  any  money,  present,  or  gratuity  whatsor 
ever,  for  or  upon  account  of  the  uamiug,  mak- 
ing, or  admitting  any  officer  whatsoever, 
other  than  before  particularly  named,  except 
in  die  Cursitor’s  office,  where  he  owns  he  has 
done  ns  was  done  by  all  his  predecessors  be- 
fore him. 

“ XI.  In  Answer  to  the  Eleventh  Article; 
the  said  Earl  saidi,  That,  the  same  not  con- 
taining any  particular  charge,  he  npprehends 
■lai6ls*tft©t  obliged1  tb  givtf  'iSr. /par  ticul  or  an- 
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„7Cr  thereto ; but  however,  in  general,  does 
5HV,  Thai  he  never  did  admit  any  pereon  into 
tile' office  of  a Master  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
but  who  »«s  either  known  to  he  of  substfince 
and.  ability,  and  fit  to  be  trusted  in  such  office, 
or,  upon  a proper  inquiry,  very  well  recom- 
mended to  him  as  such  ; and  whenever  there 
have  been  several  candidates,  the  said  Eari  has 
constantly  given  the  preference  to  him  that  he 
tb  rneht  would  best  discharge  the  office,  and 
most  Tor  the  honour  of  the  Court,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  suitors ; and  believes  that  he 
may,  upon  some  occasions,  have  declared, 
“That  he  thought  the  then  body  of  Masters 
as  good,  with  respect  both  to  their  estates  and 
ability  for  discharge  of  the  office,  and  their  in- 
tegrity, as  had  been  at  any  lime  before >"  or  to 
that  effect;  and  what  he’did  say  to  that  pur- 
pose, he  t bought  to  be  feally  tr'ile.  ; 

“ XII.  To  tlie  Twelfth  Article  ; th«  said 
Earl  saith,  That  if  there  was  any  such  practice 
as  is  mentioned  iu  the  Article,  of  paying  for  the 
places  of  the  Masters  out  of  the  money  aud 
effects  belonging  to  the  suitors  of  tire  Court,  he 
was  totally  ignorant  of  it  ; but  admits,  that  he 
did  not,  nor  did  any  of  his.  predecessors  that 
ever  he  heard  or  believes,  give  any  particalnr 
directions  fur  schedules  to  he  made  of  the  money 
and  effects  of  the  suitors  of  the  Court,  to  be  de- 
livered over  to  the  succeeding  Masters  ; but 
believes,  that,  in  virtue  of  the  geueral  order  of 
transfer,  made  of  course  upon  every  admit- 
tance, such  schedules  were  made  between 'the 
new  Masters  and  their  predecessors,  or  the  re- 
presentatives of  their  predecessors  ; aud  if  the 
ill  consequences  in  the  Articles  alledged  had 
fallowed  from  such  practice,  or  the  not  ordering 
such  schedule,  which  he  does  not  admit,  he  in- 
sists that  the  same  could  not  render  him 
criminal. 

“ X HI.  .In answer  to  the  13th  Article ; the  said 
Farl  saith,  “ That  after  Christmas  in  the  year 
1720,  he  was  informed,  “ That  the  said  Fleet- 
wood  Dormer  had  withdrawn  himselfto  Holland, 
where  he  then  was;”  and  thereupon,  the  said  Earl 
used  all  the  properest  methods  he  could,  for 
securing  his  effects  ; and  particularly  directed 
Mr.  FJiccocks  and  Mr.  Rogers,  the  then  two 
senior  Masters  of  the  Court,  to  make  an  in- 
quiry into  Itis  affairs  and  accoinpts,  and  to  con- 
sider what  would  be  most  proper  to  be  done : 
And  the  said  Earl  believes,  that  the  said  two 
Masters,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  from 
the  said  Earl,  did  search  the  chambers  of  the 
said  Fleetwood  Dormer,  in  Lincoln’s  Inn,  to 
see  what  books,  accompts,  or  effects,  could 
there  be  met  with  ; hut  fouud  no  account  what- 
soever,  nor  any  effects  of  value;  and  did  put  a 
stop  to  the  transferring  of  the  stock,  then  in 
“>e  name  of  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer,  in  | 
*ny  of  the  public  companies  : And  the  said 
Fleetwood  Dormer's  person  being  thus  out  of 
touch,  and  his  accompts  and  effects  wholly  un- 
known, except  the  stock,  which  could  not  be 
disposed  of  without  his  concurrence;  a pro- 
posal was  sola f&fieff y istfide. yu* tto  wink 
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Earl,  “ That  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer  might 
have  a premise  of  his  liberty  from  the  said 
Earl ; ond  upon  that  condition  he  would  come 
over,  and  assign  all  his  effects,  and  assist  in 
getting  them  in,  and  settling  and  adjusting  hi* 
accompts:”  And  the  said  Earl,  seeiug  no  other 
way  open  to  get  any  thing  for  the  Suitors  ; and 
being  made  to  believe  that,  if  auv  deficiency 
should  happen,  the  same  would  be  made  up  by 
the  other  Masters;  did  agree,  that  in  case  the 
said  Fleetwood  Dormer  would  come  over,  and 
make  a foil  discovery  of  all  his  effects,  and  as- 
sign the  same  for  the  benefit  of  the  suitors,  he 
the  said  Earl  would  allow  him  bis  liberty  on 
that  condition,  and  not  otherwise  ; and  the  said 
Earl  was  soon  after  informed,  That  the  said 
Fleetwood  Dormer  submitted  to  those  terms, 
and  would  very  soon  come  over,  and  discover 
and  deliver  up  his  effects : and  the  said  Earl  did 
not  doubt  but  the  whole  debt  upon  the  said  Fleet- 
wood  Dormer  would  he  paid.  And  the  said  Earl 
saith,  That  he  does  not  remember  that  any 
any  application  was  ever  made  to  him,  by  the 
said  Masters  of  the  said  Court,  for  any  assist- 
ance of  the  Court,  touching  the  person  or  ef- 
fects of  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer,  but  what 
he  granted,  so  fur  as  he  thought  it  tended  to 
the  benefit  of  the  suitors ; and  believes  that  no 
application  was  ever  made  to  him  by  the  suitors, 
or  any  of  them,  or  any  other,  to  secure  the 
person  of  the  said  Fleetwood  Dormer,  nr  for 
compelling  him  to  make  satisfaction  to  the 
suitors.  And  the  said  Earl  saith,  That  lie 
never  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  true  state 
and  condilion  of  the  said  office  from  the  suitors 
of  the  court;  nor  did  any  of  them  apply,  till 
very  lately,  to  the  said  Earl  to  look  into  the 
same.  And  further  saith.  That  he  remembers 
nothing  of  his  ever  using  any  such  expression 
as  is  charged  in  the  said  Article  at  any  time 
before  or  after  he  knew  that  the  said  Fleet- 
wood  Dormer  absconded. 

“ XIV.  To  the  Fourteenth  Article;  the  Earl 
saith,  That  Henry  Edwards,  esq.  in  this  Article 
mentioned,  succeeded  to  the  office  of  Mr. 
Dormer,  about  the  18tb  day  of  May  1721; 
but,  by  reason  of  the  disorder  the  said  office 
was  then  undc-r,  and  the  great  danger  of  a 
loss  therein,  the  earl  hadVjgiven  up  and  quitted 
all  the  advantage  which  might  accrue  to  him 
upon  the  disposal  thereof,  and  left  it  entirely 
to  the  other  Masters  to  raise  wbai  money  they 
cjiild  thereby:  which  was  agreed  to  he  all  ap- 
plied towards  making  good  auv  deficiency,  op 
loss,  which  might  happen  to  the  suitors  of  the 
Court  concerned  in  that  office ; and  thereupon 
the  sum  of  5,000/.  was  raised,  by  the  disposal 
of  the  said  office  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and  was  ap- 
plied accordingly .-  And  the,  said  earl  believes 
the.debt  from  William  Wilson,  in  this  Article 
mentioned,  was  assigned  by  the  said  Mr.  Dor- 
mer to  the  said  Mr.  Edwards  in  trust,  and  to 
the  intent  that  he  should  pay,  apply,  and  dis- 
pose of  the  said  debt,  or  such  part  thereof  as 
should  from  time  to  time  be  by  him  got  in  and 
' .-TesaiKMlr^afldJr'?,®-  tesaidiiWilliam  Wilson, 
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'n  such  manner  as  the  Court  should  order  and 
direct,  or  to  that  effect ; after  which  said  as- 
signment so  made,  the  cnrl  believes  that  the 
said  Mr.  Edwards  used  great  endeavours  to 
obtain  payment  and  satisfaction  of  the  said 
debt  from  Mr.  Wilson;  but,  finding  all  his 
endeavours  fruitless,  and  that  the  said  Wilson 
had  long  before  stopped  payment,  anti  was  in 
no  condition  of  paying  his  creditors  the  whole 
of  theif  debts,  but  that  he  was  willing  and  hud 
offered  to  come  to  a composition,  and  to  pay 
them  in  proportion  the  utmost  lip  was  able ; 
the  said  Mr.  Edwards  tliereapon,  about  the 
30th  day  ef  June  in  the  year  of  oiir  Lord 
1722,  preferred  his  petition  to  the  said  earl,  as 
Lord  Chancellor,  setting  forth  in  substance 
the  state  of  the  case,  as  before  mentioned; 
and  praying,  “ That  it  might  be  referred  to 
one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court,  to  see  if  such 
coWposition,  so  proposed  by  the  said  William 
Wilson,  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  persons  en- 
titled to  receive  the  same;”  and  the  same  was 
accordingly,  by  order  of  the  said  earl,  referred 
to  Mr.  Hiccocks,  the  then  senior  Master  of  the 
Court,  ti>  inquire  into,  and  make  his  Report 
therein,  ami  about  the  26th  day  of  July  then 
next  following,'  the  said  Mr.  Iliccocks  made 
liis  report,  “ That  the  said  William  Wilson 
lift'd,  under  his  hand,  in  writing,  proposed  to 
assign  over  to  the  said  Mr.  Edwards  as  a com- 
position for,  and  in  full  discharge  of,  the  sum 
of  !14',046/.  4s.,  therein  mentioned  to  be  due 
and  owing  from  him  to  the  said  Mr.  Edwards 
as  assignee  of  the  said  Mr.  Dormer,  the  sum 
of  10,000/.,  part  of  a large  sum  due  to  the. said 
William  Wilson  from  Edward  Poulter  of 
Hackney,  gentleman,  in  this  Article  mentioned ; 
and  to  pay  the  said  Mr.  Edwards  in  specie  the 
sum  of  1.46S/.  2s.  Id.,  over  and  above  the  sum 
of  560/.  then  nlready  paid  to  the  said  Mr. 
Dormer,  in  part  of.  the  said  composition ; and 
that,  upon  consideration  had  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  said  William  Wilson,  and  the 
said  several  matters,  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
tilt*  accepting  the  said  composition  would  be 
1'of’the1  benefit  of  the  person  nr  persons  enti- 
tled to' receive  the  same."  Upon  which  said 
rc-porr,  the  said  Mr.  Edwards,  about  the  3d  of 
August  then1  next,  preferred  another  petition 
to  the  said  earl,  with  the  said  report  annexed ; 
and  thereby  expressly  prnyed  the  said  earl  to 
order  him  the  said  Mr.  Edwards  to  accept  of 
the'  said  composition:  Whereupon  the  said 
earl,  in  a proper  and  usual  manner,  ordered 
the  same  as  prayed.  And  the  said  enrl  saith, 
That  lie  was  inflirmed,  and  believes,  that  the 
said  composition  was  nmde  and  agreed  to, 
npon  a consultation  of  all  or  most  of  the  Mas- 
ters of  the  said  Court,  who  the  said  earl  did 
believe,  would  use  their  best  endeavours  to  get 
as  much  as  they  could;  and  the  said  earl  saith, 
he  hath  heard,  and  believes  it  to  be  true,  that, 
besides  the  1,463/.  2*.  Id.,  then  paid  down, 
there  hath  been  since  got  in  by  Mr.  Edwards,  on 
account  of  the  said  debt  from  Edward  Poulter, 
the  sum  of  1,000/.  or  thereabouts;  and  that,  at 
the  time 
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claimed  by  Wilson  from  Poulter,  was  a just 
debt,  ami  judgment  at  law  has  been  since  ob- 
tained for  18,000/.  part  thereof;  and  the  said 
Poulter  was  looked  upon  to  he.  a substantial 
person,  though,  to  avoid  payment  of  t|ie  said 
Wilson's  debt,  which  arose  on  accpiint  of  their 
dealings  in  South  Sea  Stock  and  subscriptions 
in  ijie  year  1720,  the  said  Poulter  not  only 
brought  his  hill  in  Chancery,  but,  after  the 
same  was  dismissed,  and  that  lie  was  taken  ijj 
execution  at  Wilson's  suit  At  common  law,  he 
found,  means  to  make  his  escape  out  of.  thq 
custody  of  the  mursltal  of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  to  get  over  to  France  or  Holland, 
where  he  still  continues,  as.  the  earl  is  in- 
formed; but  he  is  likewise  informed,  that, 
after  the  said  escape,  a commission  pf  bank- 
ruptcy was  taken  put  against  him  by  the  said 
Wilson,  upon  which  some  effects  were  reco- 
vered ; and  likewise  an  action  at  law  brought, 
and  a verdict  ttnd  judgment  for  18,000/.  and 
upwards,  obtained  by  the  said  William  Wilson 
against  the  marshal,  on  account  of  the  said 
escape;  and  saith,  he  hath  likewise  been  in- 
formed, that  the  said  Etlward  Poulter,  and  the 
marshal  have  each  of  them  offered  consider- 
able sums  of  money,  by  way  of  composition  for 
the  said  debt;  but  the  said  Wilson,  from  a 
persuasion  of  the  abilities  ofthe^saitl  .Edward 
Poulter  to  pay  the  whole,  did  a? 'first  refuse 
any  composition  with  the  said  Poulter,  and 
since  hath  been  alrnid  to  make  any  composi- 
tion either  with  Poulter  or  the  marshal:  and 
what  tnay  be  the  consequence  thereof  with 
regard  to  the  suitors  of  the  Court,  or  what  fur- 
ther sums  of  money  may  be  recovered  upon 
account  of  the  said  debt  towards  making  them 
satisfaction,  the'enrl  saith,  he  cannot  with  any 
certainty 'take  upon  him  to  answer. 

“XV.  To  the  Fifteenth  Article;  the  Earl 
saith,  That,  about  the  mouth  of  February,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1720,  he  gave  orders  to 
his  secretary,  to  write  to  the  several  Masters 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  bring  in  their  ac- 
cornpts  of  the  cash,  effects,  and  securities,  in 
their  hands,  belonging  to  the  suitors  of  the 
Court;  and  believes  lie  didso;  but  denies  that 
the  same  was  done  with  any  unjust  purpose,  or 
with  any  thought  to  terrify  the  said  Masters  to 
make  any  contribution  towards  satisfying  the 
demands  upon  the  said  office  of  Fleetwood 
Dormer:  hut  believes,  what  they  did  contri- 
bute they  paid  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  out 
of  their  own  money;  and  therein,  as  the  said 
enrl  believes,  did  no  more  than  follow  a prece- 
dent ofthe  like  nature,  on  the  failure  of  Dr.  Edis- 
bury,  formerly  a Master  of  the  said  Court.  And 
the  said  earl  saith,  that  his  real  and  whole  in- 
tention, in  colling  for  the  said  accompts,  was . 
to  inform  himself,  in  the  host  maimer  he  was 
able,  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  several 
offices,  and  thereby  to  be  the  better  able  to 
make  proper  regulations  concerning  the  same: 
And  therefore,  though  the  said  Article  seeuis 
to  insinuate  as  if  the  calling  for  the  said  oc- 
Wa*'«r* 
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Were  prevailed  on  to  contribute : the  said  earl  cle;  the  said  Earl  eaftfiy  That  the  fact  was, 

| jaiihj  That  afterwards  rind  without  any  regard  that  one  Jackman  having,  iii  the  cause  in  tlio 
thereto,  he  still  continued  to  call  for'  the  stud  Article  mentioned,  been  confirmed  the  best 
Masters'  accorh'pts : and,  ~h6t  finding  them  purchaser  of  part  of  the  estate  of  T.  Harper,  hi 
brought  inns  he  expected,  he  did,  about  the  the  price  of  260/.  so  long  ago  ns  the  19th  of 
beginning  of  November  following,  cause  (mo-  December,  17  IT ; and  it  being  at  the  same 
tber  lettet  to  be  sefct  to  them,  requiring  them  lime  ordered,  “ That  the  writings  belonging  to 
to  bring  ill  their  accompts  ; and,  by  both  the  such  estate  should  be  delivered  to  his  counsel, 
letters  sent  to  thetn  on  that  occasion,  he  di-  and  that  the  tenants  should  attourn  to  him,  on 
rected  the  particular  method  in  which  lie  would  Ids  bringing  his  purchase-money  before  Mr. 
Have  their  accompts  made  up  ; but  the  said  earl,  Dormer,  then  one  of  the  Masters;”  and  the 
being  afterwards  convinced  how  difficult  and  said  money  having  been  brought  before  tbs 
tedious  a work  it  would  be,  and  what  obstruc-  said  Master  the  24tli  day  of  December,  1717, 
tion  it  would  give  to  the  husicessof  the  Court,  god  the  tenants  having  altourned  to  Jackman  ; 
and  that  at  last  it  could  not  be  depended  upon  but  the  conveyances  not  being  then  executed, 
with  aby  de'rtaiiuy,  was  forced  to  iuy  aside  that  though  long  before  npproved  ; a motion  wag 
design,  and  to  content  himself  with  going  on  made  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  before  the 
in  the  same  road  which  liis  predecessors  had  said  Earl,  on  the  fifth  day  of  December  lose, 
done;  and  .humbly  begs  leave  to  observe,  “ That  all  parties  might  execute  the  convey* 
that  what  lias  been  lately  done  with  respect  to  ances,  and  the  260/.  bo  paid  to  the  plaintiff, 
the  accompts  of  the  said  Musters,  plainly  shews  towards  satisfaction  of  a demand  she  had  out 
the  insuperable  difficulties  of  such  an  under-  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Harper:"  and  those 
diking.  that  were  to  have  the  residuum  of  the  said  T. 

Harper’s  estate  insisted,  “Thai  they  were  al- 
“XVI.  To  the  Sixteenth  Article ; the  Earl  ways  ready  to  join  in  the  conveyances,  if  the 
•sill),  1 hat  be  believes  that  on  or  about  the  purchase-money  were  applied  to  discharge  the 
ITtll  Of  March,  1723,  sucli  order  was  made,  as  rest  of  the  estate;  that  they  were  apprehensive 
in  tile  said  Article  is  mentioned,  fur  Henry  Ed-  of  a deficiency  of  Mr.  Dormer's  estate;  nnd 
wards,  esq.  to  pay  Elizabeth  Cliitty  1,000/.  therefore  neither  they  nor  the  plaintiff  ought  to 

Kt  of  the  money  formerly  brought  before  Mr.  be  sufferers  by  such  deficiency,  the  delay  liav- 
rmer ; but  does  not  remember  that  the  said  ing  |ieen  occasinued  bv  the  purchaser,  nnd  not 
Henry  Edwards  made  niiy  complaint  thereof  by  the  plaintiff;  anti  therefore  scrupled  exe- 
to  the  said  Earl ; but  believes  Mr.  Edwards,  curing  ttie  deeds,  unless  upon  payment  of  the 
not  haying  then  sufficient  effects  of  Mr.  Dor-  money  to  the  plaintiff,  and  discharging  the  rest 
mer’s  in  his  hands,  refused  payment  thereof;  of  the  estate  therefrom And  this  being  the 
and  that  in  July  following,  Mr.  Lochman,  in  first  time  llint  any  question  relaiing  to  Mr. 
the  Articles  trained,' applied  himself  to  the  said  Dormer's  deficiency  had  been  laid  before  the 
Earl  several  times  and  in  a very  earnest  man-  Court  by  any  of  the  suitors,  the'snid  Earl  took 
ner,  to  help  the  said  Mrs.  Ciiitty  to  the  said  notice  of  its  being  so;  nnd  believes  lie  might 
1,000/.;  alledging,  “ That  he  the  said  Mr.  express  himself  to  this  effect,  “ That  lie  had 
Lochman  was  to  marry  her;  nnd  that  lie  bad  indeed  heard  of  the  said  Dormer’s  deficiency ; 
mnde  a composition  with  his  creditors,  upon  hut  that  it  hud  never  yet  come  judicially  b'o- 
•hich  1,0001.  was  lo  be  paid  in  a very  short  fore  him,  upon  complaint  of  any  of  the  suitors, 
time,  which  he  then  mentioned  ; nnd  that  he  of  tho  Court and  further  declared,  “ Thnt 
the  said  Mr.  Lochman  was  to  hare  the  said  if  there  should  be  any  deficiency  in  his  office, 
1,000/.  for  that  purpose;  and  that  if  lie  had  several  circumstances  had  concurred  thereto, 
>t  not  by  the  time,  the  composition  would  he  ns  Wilson's  the  banker's  stopping  payment, 
void,  and  he  should  be  utterly  ruined;”  and  greatly  indebted  to  him;  Poulter's  going  away 
at  length  the  said  earl,  being  greatly  moved  by  in  Wilson’s  debt  18,000/.  and  upwards,  after  a 
the  pressing  importunities  ofthe  said  Mr.  Loch-  verdict  and  judgment  at  law,  mid  Poulter  in 
man,  and  by  compassion  for  the  very  great  actual  execution  for  it ; nnd  that,  as  he  bad 
distress  in  which  he  then  appeared  to  be,  did  iieard,  Wilson  had  then  lately  brought  an  ac- 
promise  to  supply  him  with  the  said  1,000/.  tion  of  escape  against  the  marshal,  and  reco- 
unt of  his  own  pocket;  and  accordingly  di-  vered  a verdict  against  him  for  the  like  sum; 
tccted  Mr.  Cottingham,  then  his.  secretary,  to  and  how  all  these  matters  Would  at  last  come 
pay  it,  taking  from  the  said  Mrs.  Cliitty  an  as-  out,  the  said  Earl' said,  he  did  not  know  or 
«gnment  of  the  benefit  of  the  said  order;  and  he  expressed  himself  to  that  effect,  and  no 
octieves  the  same  was  done  accordingly ; and  other ; nnd  thereupon  ordered,  “That  it  should 
mat  updn  Mr.  Lochman’s  pressing  for  a further  be  referred  to  Mr.  Edwards,  to  examine  whe- 
*um  for  the  said  Mrs.  Chitty,  for  her  own  use,  ther  the  said  260/.  was  deposited  with  Mr. 
Earl  might  tell  him,  “ That  the  said  Dormer  for  the  benefit  of  any  particular  per- 
was  that  be  must  expect  from  the  son,  and  whom  and  what  was  the  occasion  of 
•jud  Earl and  the  said  Earl  does  not  believe  the  delay,  that  the  said  conveyances  were  not 
mat  lie  had  any  discourse  with  the  said  Mas-  executed,  nnd  the  said  260/.  purchase-money 
to  persuade  them  to  pay  the  said  1,000/.  paid  out,  before  the  year  1730;  and  whether 
«X  V>c,lma']'  there  was  bkely  to  be  a loss  of  any  money  de- 
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norm  the  Master's  report,  such  further  order 
should  be  made,  as  should  he  just.”  And  the 
■aid  Earl  hopes  the  said  order  was  very  proper 
and  necessary  ; ami  takes  the  liberty  of  repre- 
senting to  jour  lordships,  that  this  was  lifter 
the  accompts  of  the  Masters  Imd  been  laid  by 
the  said  Earl  before  the  Lords  of  the  Council, 
and  Imd  been  for  some  litne  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  judges  and  others,  appointed  by 
his  Majesty  to  inspect  the  same. 

“ XVII.  To  the  Seventeenth  Article  ; the 
Earl  saith,  “That  he  never  endeavoured  to 
conceal  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  Mr. 
Dormer's  failure  ; but,  as  the  said  curl  was 
tinder  a full  persuasion  that  the  same  would  all 
in  due  time  be  made  good  ; and  as  Mr.  Dor- 
mer’s effects  were  coming  in  by  degrees,  and  no 
application  was  made  to  him,  by  any  of  the 
persons  concerned,  to  put  a stop  to  or  any  res- 
traint upon  the  payments;  he  did  not  think  it 
incumbent  upon  him,  ex  officio,  to  mnke  a 
declaration  of  nn  average:  And  the  said  Earl 
saith.  That  he  does  not  know  that  any  order 
was  made  by  him,  for  Mr.  Edwards  to  pay  any 
money  that  had  been  lodged  with  Mr.  Dormer, 
except  the  order  aforementioned  in  the  case  of 
Chittv  ; hut  believes  several  orders  have  been 
made  by  the  Court  for  that  purpose  ; and  that 
the  said  Mr.  Edwards,- under  a firm  persuasion 
that  the  whole  deficiency  would  be  made  good, 
paid  out  the  whole  sums  so  ordered,  so  far  as 
the  money  then  in  his  hands  would  extend. 

“ XVIII.  To  the  Eighteenth  Article,  the 
said  Earl  saith,  He  never  knew  how  the  Mas- 
ters kept  or  disposed  of  the  money  and  effects 
belonging  to  the  suitors  of  the  Court ; umi  as 
he  believes  that  after  Dr.  Edisbury’s  failure,  the 
then  Lord  Chancellor,  so  he  knows  that  after 
Mr.  Dormer’s  misfortune  the  said  earl,  thought 
of  several  methods  to  prevent  any  inconve- 
nience upon  the  like  accident  for  the  future ; 
but  they  had  both  tbo  same  misfortune,  not  to 
bring  any  of  them  to  such  perfection,  as  to 
venture  to  put  them  iu  practice. 

“ That  several  proposals  were  made  to  him 
by  the  persons  be  consulted  upon  tlmt  occasion, 
but  none  that  he  believes,  it  will  be  held  cri- 
minal not  to  have  then  established.  Some 
things  were  proposed  that  he  thought  imprac- 
ticable, some  insufficient,  some  inconsistent 
with  that  complete  regulation  he  hoped  to 
make.  The  objects  be  proposed  to  himself 
were,  to  provide  for  whatever  deficiency  might 
happen  in  the  office  late  of  Mr.  Dormer,  to 
secure  the  suitors  from  any  future  loss,  aud  to 
make  several  regulations  relating  to  the  offices 
of  the  Masters  ; aud  he  thought  these  would 
be  best  done  together  j nor  had  lie  perfected 
the  scheme  of  any  one  of  them  to  his  own  sa- 
tisfaction -r  he  remembers  no  proposal,  that  lie 
thought  would  take  it  totally  out" of  the  power 
of  the  Masters  to  dispose  of  the  securities  or 
effects,  or  effectually  secure  the  cash.  The 
said  Earl  admits,  that  he  did  not  demand  any 
security  to  be  given  by  any  of  the  said  Masters 
at  the  ritrettakaretHitbaif 


not  been  done  hy.hu  predecessors,  who  were 
much  wiser  men  than  himself  | nor  was  he  so 
much  as  asked,  by  any  of  the  pnrlii-o  interested, 
so  to  do : An  to  what  the  said  Earl  did  with 
relation  to  the  accompts  of  the  said  Masters, 
hejiath  already  set  forth  ; and  saith,  Tlmt  he 
gave  no  permission  nor  cucourogemeut  to  the 
masters  of  the  court,  to  employ  or  traffic 
with  the  suitors  money  for  their  own  gain  or 
profit.  Ho  owns  .that  with  respect  to  the  se- 
curities in  tho  hands  of  the  Masters,  he  made 
no  general  order ; and  thinks  it  the  less  ma- 
terial, because,  notwithstanding  what  is  alleiig- 
ed  in  the  dose  of  this  Article,  he  believes  all 
the  present  Masters  did,  in  December  Inst,  pro- 
duce all  the  securities  in  their  hands,  and  -the 
Court  of  Chancery  hath  since  secured  the  same 
for  the  benefit  of  the  suitors. 

“XIX.  To  the  Nineteenth  Article;  the 
said  Earl  saith,  That,  upon  great  consideration 
9f  Mr.  Dormer’s  deficiency,  and  .of  the  danger 
there  might  be  of  further  inconveniences  with 
relation  to  the  money  and  effects  in  the  hands 
of  the  Masters,  and  of  several  disputes  and 
differences  that  had  arisen  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  of  some  applications  of  the  said 
Masters  for  establishing  them  in  their  just 
rights,  and  of  tome  practices  of  the  Masters 
which  the  said  Enrl  thought  ought  to  be  re- 
formed; he  was  convinced,  that  the  same  was 
a work  of  too  great  a consequence  for  him 
singly  to  attempt ; and,  being  highly  sensible 
of  his  most  sacred  Majesty’s  paternal  goodness 
to  his  people,  did  prespmc  humbly  to  beseech 
his  Majesty,  as  the  Cjutitain  of  justice,  to  de- 
pute some  of  his  most  hontAirable  privy  coun- 
cil, to  take  the'  matters  aforesaid  into  conside. 
ration,  in  order  to  the  establishing  such  regula- 
tions, as  might  tend  to  ihe  honour  of  that 
high  Court,  mid  to  the  advantage  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s subjects  being  suitors  there:  which  re- 
quest his  Majesty,  out  of  his  wonted  goodness, 
was  pleased  to  receive  very  graciously,  and 
named  several  lords,  and  other  honourable 
persons  of  his  privy  council,  to  be  a Committee 
to  take  the  same  into  consideration  ; and,  pur- 
suant to  his  Majesty’s  command,  the  said  Com- 
mittee met,  and  began  with  the  accompts  of 
tlie  said  Masters ; wherein  the  said  Earl  begs 
leave  to  appeal  to  such  of  your  lordships  who 
attended  in  that  Committee,  whether  lie  did 
not  contribute  to  the  utmost  of  bis  power,  to 
have  every  thing  doue  which  the  said  Com- 
mittee thought  expedient ; And  the  said  Earl 
saith,  That  he  made  all  such  orders  as  were  by 
them  judged  requisite  ; and  so  pressed  the  exe- 
cution thereof,  that  not  only  the  nccotnpts  of 
all  tlip  Masters  then  in  being  were  brought  in, 
but  all  the  securities  in  all  their  Imuds;  and 
die  cash  of  most  of  them  were  actually  lodged 
in  the  Baok  of  England  ; and  therefore  the 
said  Earl  is  greatly  surprised  to  find  himself 
charged  with  obstructing  the  taking  those  ac- 
enmpts  which  he  hnd  thus  desired  might  be 
taken,  and  contributed  to  the  taking  of  them 
•wdlhoiir'ffit^miii'sAnd'tliiie'iijiiil  Earl  saitli, 
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That  lie  never  thought  of  preventing 
homentary  inquiry,  any  otherwise  than  by 
malting  it"  unnecessary,  and  procuring  to  the 
guitors-a  full  redress  of  all  their  grievances, 
and  rectifying  whatever  he  found  amiss;  and 
that  he  looked  upon  to-be  his  duty ; and  kegs 
•leave  to  say  it  here  once- for  all,  in  answer  to 
all  the  several  insinuations  of  that  kind  con- 
tained in  the  Articles. 

« And  the  said  Earl  further  saith.  That, 
while  the  said  Aecompts  were  taking,  every 
one  of  the  said  Masters  declared  over  and 
over,  “ That  they  had  eifects  sufficient  to  an- 
swer their  whole  aecompts;”  and  the  said  Earl 
firmly  believed  the  same  to  he  true;  and  as  all 
of  them  that  he  saw  (which  he  believes  were 
all,  or  at  least  all  bm  Mr.  Kynaston)  lmd  told 
the  said  Earl,  “ That  they  were  able  to  answer 
their  aecompts and  when  they  brought  their 
aecompts  to  the  said  Earl,  for  him  to  Jay  be- 
fore the  said  Committee,  Mr.  Ilolford  had 
wrote  under  his  accompt  some  declaration  to 
that  effect;  and  some  others  of  them,  as  he 
remembers,  had  made  use  of  some  other  ex- 
pressions, which  he  thought  not  so  proper,  and 
some,  as  ho  believes,  lmd  wrote  nothing  (but 
he  cannot  distinguish  the  persons]):  And  the 
»»id  Earl  thinking  that,  when  the  said  aecompts 
came  to  be  laid  before  the  Committee  of  coun- 
cil by  him,  it  would  be  proper  that  the  same 
thing  should  be  declared  to  the  Committee, 
which  had  been  said  to  him  singly;  he  ad- 
vised them  all  to  write  the  same  words  under 
their  aecompts ; and  did  tell  them,  in  great 
sincerity  and  friendship,  “ That,  at  a time  when 
so  many  men's  mouths  were  open  against  them 
as  insolvent,  It  would  be  for  their  honour  and 
interest  to  make  it  appear  that  they  were  able 
and  sufficient, as  he  then  believed  them  to  be;” 
but  never  thought  of  a contrivance  to  have 
them  deceitfully  appear  or  seem  what  they 
really  were  not;  and  he  says,  they  did  then 
withdraw  to  make  the  subscription,  or  at  least 
ftvmany  of  them  whose  aecompts  were  then 
ready,  and  soon  after  delivered  them  to  the 
said  Earl,  who  carried  them  with  him  to  the 
Committee  of  council,  whither  he  was  then 
going,  without  looking  upon  them  ; but,  upon 
reading  them  at  the  council,  it  was  observed, 
•hat  they  had  not  nil  used  the  same  words, 
having  vnried  considerably  ; but  what  any  of 
the  subscriptions  were,  he  cannot  take  upon 
him  to  set  forth. 

“ And  the  said  Eiirl  further  saith,  That  a 
•ubsequent  order  being  marie  by  the  said  Earl, 
for  the  said  Masters  to  produce  their  securi- 
ties and  their  cash,  before  the  persons  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  their  aecompts,  they  made 
great  complaint,  that  so  many  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  should  be  required  at  so  short  a 
warning;  and  some  of  them,  saying,  “ that 
though  they  had  effects  sufficient,  and  could 
taise  the  whole  if  they-  had  a little  time,”  de- 
sired the  Said  Earl  to  allow  them  further  time 
for  that  purpose : But  the  said  Earl  saith,  That 
he  required  them  to  bestir  themselves,  and  raise  ; 
« immed lately ii’iiflragi jJjsfjfy r l^41l*tJllhiilSthejr>| 


hnd  effects  to  give  security,  they  might  find 
frieuds  to  furnish  the  money and  believes  lie 
did  say,  “ That  some  of  their  own  brethren 
! might  perhaps  be  able  to  let  them-have  money, 
till  they  could  raise  it  another  way." 

“ But  if  nny  of  them  did  supply  others  with 
cash  or  effects  to  produce,  only  to  make  a false 
shew  and  appearance  of  tlieir  ability  and  rea- 
diness to  answer  the  balance  of  their  aecompts, 
the  said  Earl  knows  nothing  of  it,  and  is  sure 
they  Jind  not  the  least  eucouragcmouifropi  turn 
so  to  do. 

“XX.  To  the  Twentieth  Article ; the  sail 
Earl  "saitli.  That  it  never  entered  iuto  bis 
thoughts  to  make  use  of,  nor  did  he  ever  make 
use  of,  any  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  sui- 
tors of  the  court,  for  Ins  own  private  advan- 
tage; but  believes  that,  in  December  1720, 
having  occasion  for  the  sum  of  1,500/.  and 
nsking  Ills  secretary  Mr.  Cuttingluuri,  “ Whe- 
ther lie  could  lend  liim  the  sum ei"  be  said, 
* He  could  not,  but  would  procure  it  for  him 
and  accordingly  borrowed  the  same  from  idt. 
Godfrey,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  Court; 
and  the  said  Earl  gave  his  own  note  for  pay- 
ment thereof  to  the  said  Mr.  Godfrey  ; and  in 
February  following  re-pnid  1000/.  part  of  the 
said  principal  sum  ; but  in  tbesame  month  of 
February  1720,  upon  a fresh  occnsion,  bor- 
rowed again  part  of  the  said  1000/.  60  paid 
back,  and  a note  or  notes  were  given  for  the 
payment  thereof;  and  some’  lime  after,  the 
said  Earl  ordered  the  whole  inoyey  borrow  ed 
of  the  said  Mr.  Godfrey  to  be  paid,  with  nil 
the  interest  due  for  the  same;  and  the  said 
Godfrey  received  the  principal,  but  would  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  take  the  interest,  or, any 
part  thereof : And  tlie  said  Enrl  saith,  Hint  nil 
the  said  money  was  repaid  within  the  compass 
of  a year  afterit  was  Borrowed;  and  l lie  said 
Earl  declares,  That  be  never  received  or  bor- 
rowed any  sum  or  sums  of  money  whatsoever 
of  nny  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  Court,  except 
as  above  set  forth. 

“XXI.  To  the  One  and  Twentieth  Anicle  ; 
the  said  Earl  saith,  That,  upon  the  strictest 
review  of  his  own  behaviour  during  the  time  he 
had  ibe  honour  of  serving  his  most  sacred  Ma- 
jesty in  the  office  of  Lord  Chnncellor,  be  is  not 
conscious  to  himself  that  lie  ever  did,  iu  nny 
illegal  or  arbitrary  manner,  extend  his  power, 
or  the  power  of  the  Court,  beyond  their  lawful 
and  just  bounds;  or  that  be  did  arbitrarily  or 
illegally  assume  to  himself,  as  Lord  ChauceUor, 
or  by  colour  of  his  office,  any  unjust  and'tm- 
iimited  power  of  dispensing  with,  suspending, 
or  controuling,  the  laws  or  statutes  of  this 
realm  ; or  that  lie  any  wnys  oppressed  die 
suitors  of  the  Court,  or  was  guilty  of  any  breach 
or  violation  of  the  rights  or  liberties  of  the 
subject,  or  of  his  own  onth  as  Lord  Chancellor  : 
And  with  regard  to  the  particular  complaint 
against  him  in  this  Article  ; the  suid  Ear)  saith. 
Time  Rachael  Tys=en,  in  the  Article  named,  as 
the  Earl  is  informed,  caused  a bill  to  beesrhi- 
•bil^mt  rtiiwCluifet:  of  Gfesocevy-,  Sir  the  name  of 
2 G 
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her  son  and  daughter,  in  the  snid  Article  like- 
wise .mentioned,  by  their  procliein  Amie, 
against  herself,  and  the  said  John  Tyssen  and 
others,  to  have  the  trusts  in  the  will  of  her  lute 
husband  duly  performed ; and  the  same  was 
brought  to  hearing,  at  the  Rolls,  the  seventh 
day  of  July  1718;  and,  by  the  decree  then 
nude,  it  was,  amongst  other  things,  ordered, 
upon  the  prayer  (as  the  said  Earl  hath  heard 
and  believes)  of  the  counsel  employed  by  the 
snid  Rachael  Tyssen,  * That  a receiver  should 
be  appointed,  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
real  estate,  who  was  to  have  a salary  allowed 
him,  and  power  to  let  and  set  the  said  estate, 
as  there  should  be  occasion,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  (lie  Muster  to  whom  the  cause  was  re- 
ferred And  tiiesaid  Earl  saith,  That,  in  execu- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  decree  which  directed  a 
receiver  to  he  appointed,  the  Master  having 
certified,  ‘ That  he  hud  appointed  John  Nicho- 
las esquire  to  be  the  receiver  of  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the'said  estate ;'  the  said  John  Tys- 
sen, thinking  himself  aggrieved  thereby,  did,  in 
the  usual  course  of  proceedings  in  the  said 
court,  cause  exceptions  to  he  filed  against  the 
same;  and,  upon  the  arguing  thereof  before 
the  said  Earl  by  counsel  of  both  sides,  affida- 
vits were  read,  to  shew  ‘ That  the  snid  John 
Nicholas  was  an  improper  person;  that  the 
said  testator  had  declared  in  his  life-time,  that 
the  said  John  Nicholas,  by  name,  should  not 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  management  of 
his  estate;  and  that  a considerable  part  thereof 
consisted  in  old  bouses  and  wnter-works.'  And 
the  said  Earl,  'upon  a full  hearing  of  both 
parties,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  said  John  Ni- 
cholas ought  not  to  be  appointed  the  receiver ; 
and,  upon  the  proposal  of  the  said  John  Tyssen, 
then  in  court,  ordered  Robert  Doyley  esquire 
to  be  receiver,  be  giving  security  to  be  ap- 
proved of  hy  the  said  Master;  which  order  was 
made,  as  he  believes,  on  the  fifteenth  of  Janu- 
ary in  the  year  1718,  and  affirmed  upon  the 
re-arguing  the  same  exceptions  on  the  6th  of 
March  1718;  since  which  time,  the  parties  in- 
terested have  never  thought  fit  to  complain 
thereof  to  your  lordships  by  appeal,  in  order  to 
have  it  reversed,  as  mistaken  or  unjust,  though 
now  the  making  thereof  is  complained  of  ns  a 
crime.  And  the  said  Earl  is  not  ashamed  to 
own,  that  he  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the 
said  Robert  Doyley  lor  some  years  before  the 
said  order,  and  believed  him  to  be  a person  of 
great  honour  nnd  integrity,  application  and 
exactness  ; and  believes  there  ate  several  per- 
sons of  distinction,  to  whom  he  had  the  honour 
to  be  known,  who  had  the  same  opinion  of 
him  ; but  the  said  Earl  did  nut  appoint  him 
receiver  because  of  his  own  respect  for  him, 
but  because  he  was  named  by  the  said  John 
Tyssen,  who  was  uncle  of  the  said  infant,  and 
executor  of  his  father’s  will,  in  trust  for  him, 
and  by  the  same  will  appointed  his  guardian, 
in  case  of  his  mother’s  death  or  marriage,  and 
to  whom  the  said  testator  hud  devised  the  said 
estate  in  case,  of  the  death,  pf  the  said  iiifant 
without  issu&fifgife;'iffif 


tbre  was  to  take  care  of  the  infant’s  interest  in 
that  particular;  nnd  the  said  John  Tyssen  ond 
sir  Casar  Child  (whose  daughter  the  said  John 
Tyssen  had  married)  had  such  confidence  in 
him  the  said  Robert  Doyley,  that,  upon  the 
18th  day  of  March  1718,  they  entered  into  a 
recognizance,  together  with  him,  in  the  penalty 
of  7,000/.  for  the  said  Robert  Doyley’s  duly 
accounting  for  and  paying  the  money  he  should 
receive  out  of  the  said  infant’s  estate : And 
the  snid  Earl  saith,  That  no  complaint  was 
ever  made  to  the  said  Earl  against  the  said 
Robert  Doyley  to  the  time  of  his  death;  but 
he  owns  that  he  hath  heard,  that,  upon  the 
Masters  stating  the  accounts  since  Christmas 
last,  there  does  appear  due  from  the  said 
Robert  Doyley  about  2,500/.  or  2,600/. ; but 
believes  there  is  not  any  leaf  or  doubt  but  that 
the  same  is  very  well  secured  by  the  said  recog- 
nizance. 

“ And  the  said  Earl  saith,  That  he  does  not 
remember  lire  particular  expressions  used  by 
the  counsel,  or  himself,  upon  arguing  or  re-ar- 
guing the  snid  exceptions;  but  he  cannot  be- 
lieve that  any  counsel  of  great  nbility  and  expe- 
rience in  the  said  Court  would  have  thought 
what  the  said  Earl  did  extraordinary,  much 
less  would  have  used  such  an  expression  to  the 
said  Earl  ns  in  the  Articles,  which  isnu  indecent 
censure  of  his  proceedings;  and  here  being  a 
decree  in  this  case,  approved  of  by  all  parties, 
‘ That  a receiver  should  be  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  rents  and  profits  of  < he  infant's  estate,’ 
the  said  Earl  is  at  a loss  to  understand  how  the 
fixing  on  the  person  to  be  the  receiver,  upon 
good  security  to  account  for  and  pay  the  same 
for  the  infant’s  .use  is  reviving  the  Court  of 
Wnrds,  whose  business  it  was  to  take  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  infant's  estate  far  the  King’s 
use,  without  accounting  for  any  of  them  to  the 
infant,  but  barely  providing  a maintenance  for 
him,  at  the  discretion  perhaps  of  some  grantee 
of  the  custody. 

“ Thus  the  said  Earl  has  laid  his  case  before 
your  lordships ; and  doth  further,  for  Answer 
to  all  the  said  Articles,  say.  That  he  is  not 
guilty  of  all  or  any  of  the  matters  contained  in 
the  said  Articles,  or  any  of  them,  in  manner 
and  form  as  they  are  therein  charged  against 
him:  And  the  "said  Earl  doth  further  insist 
upon  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty’s  most  gracious 
and  general  free  pardon,  granted  to  all  his  sub- 
jects (not  therein  excepted.)  in  and  by  an  act 
of  parliament  for  that  purpose  made,  in  the 
7tl>  year  of  his  Majesty’s  reign,  in  bar  of,  and 
in  his  defence  against,  his  said  Impeachment, 
and  the  said  Articles  exhibited  in  maintenance 
thereof,  and  all  and  every  the  proceedings 
thereupon,  so  far  a«  the  same  extend  to  any 
neglect,  offence,  or  misdemeanor,  or  supposed 
neglect,  offence,  or  misdemeanour,  or  any  other 
act,  matter,  or  thing,  suffered,  done,  nr  com- 
mitted, or  omitted,  hy  him  the  said  Earl,  before 
the  24th  day  of  July  in  the  year  1721 : nnd 
doth  humbly  insist,  tlmt  no  evidence  ought  to 
be  given  against  him., for  or  concerning  any  of 
‘Hid  MiMSU ' 'ffiiigs  ‘Wfflm?  iff  and  by  the 
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(aid  act  pardoned,  or  any  of  them  ; and  doth 
aver,  that  be  is  not  within  any  of  the  excep-  I 
lions  in  the  said  act  contained. 

Macclesfield.'' 

The  lord  Delawarr  reported  from  the  Lords 
Committees  appointed  to  inspect  the  Journals 
of  this  House,  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  on 
Impeachments  for  High  Crimes  and  Misde- 
meanours: * That  the  Committee  have  inspect- 
ed the  Journals  of  this  House,  ns  to  the  said 

C ceding?  ; and  find,  that  the  method  has 
, on  delivering  in  of  an  Answer  to  Arti- 
cles of  Impeachment,  to  order  a Copy  thereof 
to  be  prepared  ; and,  after  the  same  hath  been 
carefully  examined  by  the  Clerk,  it  he  sent  by 
Message  to  the  House  of  Commons;  and  that, 
upon  the  Replication  of  that  House  to  such 
Answer,  the  Lords  have  always  appointed  the 
time  and  place  of  Trial.' 

Which  Report  being  read  by  the  clerk : It  is 
ordered,  That  a copy  of  the  said  Answer  be 
prepared ; and  when  the  same  linlh  been  care- 
fully examined  by  the  Clerk,  it  be  sent  by 
Message  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  King's  Message  relating  to  the  Civil 
List  Debts.]  April  8.  Mr.  R.  Walpole  ac- 
quainted the  House,  That  he  had  a Message  to 
this  House  from  his  Majesty,  and  he  delivered 
the  same  to  Mr.  Speaker,  who  read  the  same 
to  the  House,  as  follows,  viz. 

“ George  R. 

“ The  necessities  of  his  Majesty’s  govern- 
ment having  rendered  it  impracticable  for  his 
Majesty  to  make  any  considerable  retrench- 
ments in  the  expences  of  his  Civil  List ; and 
having  engaged  his  Majesty  in  some  extraordi- 
nary expences,  which,  he  is  persuaded,  his 
loyal  Commons  will  believe  have  been  em- 
ployed, not  only  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown,  but  for  the  interest  and  prosperity 
of  his  people ; Ids  Majesty  hopes,  from  the 
known  zeal  and  affection  of  this  Parliament  to 
his  person  and  government,  that  he  may  be 
enabled  to  make  use  of  the  Funds,  lately  set- 
tled for  the  payment  of  the  Civil  List  Annui- 
ties, and  for  replacing  the  same  to  his  Majesty, 
in  the  most  advantageous  manner,  nnd  upon 
the  credit  thereof  to  raise  a sum  of  money  suf- 
ficient to  redeem  those  Annuities,  and  to  dis- 
charge the  present  debts  contracted  in  his  civil 
government.” 

Hereupon  it  was  resolved  to  take  his  Ma- 
jesty’s must  gracious  Message  into  considera- 
tion the  next  day,  in  a Committee  of  the  whole 
House;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  Mr,  Scrape,  by 
his  Majesty’s  command,  presented  to  the  liouse, 
•An  Account  of  the  Debts  upon  the  Civil  List, 
■t  Michaelmas  1724,  and  also."  An  Account  of 
the  Payments  into  the  Exchequer  upon  the  de- 
ductions of  Sixpence  in  the  Pound,  for  the  year 
ending  at  Lady-day,  1725.  And  the  said  Ac- 
counts being  read,  were  severally  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  Com- 
■Uttee.  primod-ima.-e dieitised-bv the  l.nrvoixits 
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Debate  on  the  Civil  List  Debts.]  After  the 
reading  of  these  Papers, 

Mr.  Pulteney  took  notice,  That  it  was  not 
long  since  (viz.  July,  1721),  a Fund  was  given 
to  discharge  the  debts  of  the  Civil  J;st;  and 
therefore  it  was  matter  of  surprize,  that  so 
many  new  ones  had  been  contracted  in  so 
short  a time  ; that  if  things  were  carried  on  at 
this  rate,  there  would  be  no  end  of  it;  that  it 
was  incumbent  upon  them  to  enquire  into  the 
causes  of  this  growing  evil ; and  therefore 
moved,  “ That  an  Address  be  presented. to  his 
Majesty,  that  he  would  graciously  be  pleased  to 
give  directions,  that  the  proper  oilicer  or  officers 
of  the  Exchequer,  Excise,  Customs,  and  Post- 
Office,  do  luy  before  the  House  an  Account  of 
all  Monies  which  have  been  issued  and  paid  out 
of  the  said  Offices  io  any  person  or  persons  on 
Account,  for  the  Privy  Purse,  Secret  Service, 
Pensions,  Bounties ; or  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
without  account,  from  March  25th,  1721,  to 
March  25th,  1725.”  And  being  backed  by  se- 
veral members,  the  said  Address  was  voted  ac- 
cordingly. 

April  9.  A motion  being  made  for  the 
Speaker  ip  leave  the  chair,  that  the  House 
might  go  into  a Grand  Committee,  to  consider 
of  his  Majesty's  Message  about  the  Debts  of 
the  Civil  List, 

Mr.  Pulteney  represented,  That  the  House 
having  ordered  an  Address  to  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  for  several  papers  relating  to  the 
Civil  List  and  other  expences,  they  ought,  in 
his  opinion,  to  put  off  the  consideration  of  his 

Majesty’s  Message,  till  those  Papers  were  laid 
before  the  House  ; it  heing  natural  lo  enquire 
into  the  causes  of  a disease,  before  one  applies 
remedies  to  it.  Mr.  YongC,  Mr.  H.  Pelham, 
and  Mr.  R.  Walpole,  having  opposed  it,  Mr. 
Pulteney  said,  “ lie  wondered  how  so  great  a 
debt  (viz.  508,367/.  19s  4 d.)  could  be  con- 
tracted in  three  years  time,  hut  was  not  sur- 
prized some  persons  were  so  eager  to  have  those 
deficiencies  made  good,  since  they  mid  their 
friends  had  so  great  a share  in  it.  And  de- 
sired to  know  whether  this  was  all  that  was 
due,  or  whether  they  were  to  expect  another 
reckoning  ?” 

To  this  no  direct  answer  was  given;  hut  in 
general,  it  was  said,  “ That  there  was,  indeed, 
a heavy  Debt  on  the  Civil  List,  und  n great 
many  Pensions ; but  that  most  of  these  had 
been  granted  in  king  William’s  and  queen 
Anne's  reigns,  some  by  king  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, and  vegy  few  by  his  presqpt.  Majesty. 
That  since  the  Civil  List  was  first  settled  lor 
his  Majesty,  an  expence  of  about  90,000/.  per 
annum  had  happened,  which  could  not  then  lie 
foreseen,  and  therefore  was  left  unprovided  for : 
Tlmr  upon  examination  of  the  Account  given  in 
of  the  Civil  List  Defats,  it  would  appear,  that 
most  of  those  expences  were  either  for  the  ne- 
cessary support  of  the  dignity  of  the  crown  and 
government,  or  for  die  public  good : That  there 
was,  indeed,  a pension  of  5,000/.  of  another 
f.hfc  Coffersx’j 
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Place,  bnt'  which  conlil  not  well  be  avoided  ; 
for  both  the  lord  Godolphin,  who  was  in  that 
office,  and  bis  lather,  had  so  well  deserved  of 
the  government,  that  the;  coaid  nut  haml- 
sarnely  jexnave  him  without  u gratuity;  and 
therefore  they  gave  Lis  lordship  a pension  of 
6,000/.  to  make  room  for  the  worthy  gentle- 
man, (meaning  Mr.  VV.  Puiteney)  who  now  en- 
joys that  post.'1 

Then  the  Commons,  in  a Grand  Committee, 
took  his  Majesty's  Message  into  consideration, 
and  n motion  was  made,  “ That  for  the  redeem- 
ing the  Annuities  of  25,000/.  per  annum, 
charged  on  the  Civil  List  Revenues,  by  an  act 
of  parliament  of  the  7th  year  of  his  Majesty, 
and  for  discharging  the  Debts  and  Arrears  due 
from  his  Majesty  to  his  servnnts,  tradesmen, 
and  others,  his  Majesty  be  enabled  to  raise  any 
sum,  not  exceeding  one  million,  by  Exchequer 
Bills,  Loans,  or  otherwise,  on  the  credit  of  the 
deductions  of  sixpence  per  pound,  directed  by 
the  said  Act  of  the  7th  year  of  his  Majesty's 
reign,  and  of  tho  said  Civil  List  Revenues,  at  an 
interest  or  rale  not  exceeding  31.  per  cent,  per 
Bunum,  till  repayment  of  the  principal.” 

This  motion  occasioned  a farther  debate ; 
but  the  question  being  put,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative,  by  939  votes  against  119.  This 
Resolution  being  the  next  day  reported,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House-,  and  a Bill  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  thereupon. 

'Bill  far  regulating  Elections  in  London.] 
April  13.  A Bill  * I'or  regulating  Elections 
within  the  City  of  London,  mid  for  preserving 
the  Peace,  good  order  and  government  of  the 
•aid  City,' being  read  the  third  time,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  ask  the  Opinion  of  tke  Judges,  Whe- 
ther this  Bill  does  repeal  any  of  the  prescrip- 
tions, privileges,  customs,  or  liberties  of  the 
eity  of  London,  restored  to  them,  or  preserved 
bv  the  Act  passed  in  the  2nd  year  of  king  Wil- 
liam and  queen  Mary,  for  reversing  the  judg- 
ment in  a Quo  Warranto  against  the  city  of 
London,  and  for  restoring  the  said  city  to  its 
ancient  Rights  and  Privileges;  which  being  ob- 
jected to,  and  debate  had  thereupon,  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  Whether  the  Judges  shall  deliver 
. their  Opinions  upon  the  said  pruposed  ques- 
tion ; it  was  resolved  in  the  negative,  by  83 
against  21.  • • 

Protest  relating  thereto.} 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “Because  it  being  enacied  and  declared 
by  the  act  mentioned  in  the  question,  that  the 
mayor,  commonalty  and  citizens  of  London, 
shall  for  ever-  hereafter  remain,  continue,  and 
be,  and  be  prescribed  to  be,  a body-corporate, 
in  re,  J'aelo,  tl  nomine,  by  the  name  of  mayor, 
and  commonalty  and  citizens  of  the  city,  of 
London,  and  shall  (ashy  law  they  ought)  peace- 
ably enjoy  all  and  every  i heir  rights,  gifts,  char- 
ters, grants,  liberties,  privileges,  franchises,  cus- 
toms, usages,  constitutions,  press-rip: ions,  im- 
munities, markets-,  duties, ' tolls,  lands,  tene- 
ments, estates  and  hereditaments  whatsoever, 
which  theyfetld^br'tad  Btlfrbf 'itttefoBV  j 
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in  or  to)  nt  the  time  of  giving  the  said  judg- 
ment; and  wc  being  apprehensive,  that  the  al- 
terations made  by  this  Bill  in  the  constitution 
of  the  coinmqn-council,  and  other  ancient 
rights,  franchises  and  prescriptions  of  the  city, 
may  utterly  abolish  the  ancient  legal  title  of 
the  city  to  their  rights,  franchises;  prescriptions 
and  constitutions  in  the  particulars  contained 
in  the  said  Bill;  mid  may,  in  consequence 
thereof,  work  n total  ebange  of  the  whole' an- 
cient constitution  of  the  corporation  of  the 
said  city,  or  greatly  cpnfound  or  prejudice  the 
same,  which  has  stood  for  so  many  ages,  upon 
the  foundation  of  its  ancient  title,  rights,  mid 
prescriptions,  confirmed  by  many  grants  made 
by  his  Majesty's  royal  progenitors,  and  by 
many  acts  of  parliament;  nil  which  were  re- 
stored so  soon  after  the  lmppy  and  glorious  Re- 
volution, and  which  have  betn  peaceably  en- 
joyed to  the  present  time : We  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  solution  of  the  said  question,  by  the 
judges,  must  have  tended  greatly  to  the  neces- 
sary information  of  the  House,  and  to  their 
better  judgment,  upon  n Bill  of  so  great  im- 
portance, as  well  as  to  the  satisfaction  and 
quiet  of  the  citizens  of  London,  who,  so  far  as 
we  cau  collect  from  the  petitions  against  the 
Bill,  are  greatly  alarmed  at  the  consequence 
thereof;  and  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  the 
more  necessary  and  the  more  consistent  with 
the  wisdom  of  this  House,  to  be  informed  of 
the  law  by  the  judges,  upon  the  question  pro- 
posed, because  we  do  not  find  iu  tins  Bill  any 
saving  or  confirinulion  of  any  of  the  ancient 
titles,  rights,  prescriptions,  privileges  or  fran- 
chises of  the  said  city,  restored  to  them  by  tho 
former  law. 

2.  “ We  think  the  question  ought  to  have 
been  proposed  to  the  judges,  the  rather  be- 
cause the  opinions  of  several  counsel  were  ad- 
mitted to  be  read  at  the  bar  of  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  in  favour  of-  the  said  Bill. 
(Signed)  Bathurst,  Lechmcre,  Coven- 
try, Wharton,  St.  John  de  Bletsoe, 
Bristol,  Bingley,  Strafford,  Abingdon, 
Bruce,  Foley,  Gower,  Litchfield,  Mont- 
joy,  Aruudell,  Fran.  Cestriens’.” 

Protest  against  passing  the  said  Bill]  Then 
after  farther  debate,  the  question  was  put, 
whether  this  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  should 
pass?  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  by  79 
against  27. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  we  apprehend,  that  the  penalty 
of  200/.  upon  the  officer  presidingat  wardmote- 
elections,  as  well  as  at  elections  even  for  mem- 
bers of  parliament,-  is  so  small,  that  it  may  ba 
construed  into  an  indemnification,  and  be 
looked  upon  rather  as  an  encouragement  than 
a restraint,  by  a wealthy,  partial  and  arbitrary 
officer ; at  leust,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  such 
a one  will  not  lie  sufficiently  deteired  by  it 
from  returning  such  candidates  as  he  likes,  ra- 
ther than  such  as  the  city  chooses ; and  if  ever 
that  melancholy  case  should  happen,  we  fear 
be  abl* 
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I tn  find  ail 'effectual  method  of  doing  justice  for  For  the  foregoing  Reasons  and  these  that 
so  flagrant  an  injury,  either  to  themselves  or  to  follow,  viz. 

die  nation.  L “ Because  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  se- 

2.  “ Because  we  cannot  but  think,  from  the  veral  great  alterations  made  by  this  Bill  in  the 

evidence  given  at  the  liar,  that  this  Bill  will  ancient  constitution  of  the  common  council, 
take  away  from  many  citizens  their  right'  in  mid-other  the  rights,  franchises  and  prescrip- 
voting  in  wardmote-elections,  by  giving  an  ex-  tions  of  the  city  of  London,  will,  if  passed  into 
elusion  to  all  that  inhabit  bouses  under  10/.  a a law,  entirely  subvert  and  tlesiroy  the  ancient 
year,  even  though  they  pay  all  parish-duties,  or  title  which  the  city  at  this  time  lawfully  claims, 
SOS.  iu  lieu  of  them  ; which  we  conceive  an  and  has,  thereto ; and  will  introduce  and  en- 
uujustiliable  hardship  upon  those  who  may  act  a new  constitution  upon  the  city,  hereafter 
have  long  enjoyed  that  right,  and  have  had  no  to  be  claimed  and  enjoyed,  not  upon  the  foun- 
criine  objected  to  them,  much  less  proved,  as  dation  of  their  ancient  title,  but  of  this  act  of- 
ne  think  it  ought  to  be,  before  they  can  justly  parliament ; which  must,  ns  we  conceive,  in 
be  deprived  of  it.  all  fature  times,  whenever  the  city  of  Loudon 

3.  “ Because,  by  this  Bill,  no  act  is  to  pass  may  have  occasion  to  assert  or 'defend  their 
in  common  council  fur  the  future  (except  what  ancient  title  and  franchises,  bring  them  uuder 
relates  to  the  nomination  of  some  few  officers)  insuperable  difficulties,  and  may  be  followed 
witbont  the  assent  of  the  major  part  of  the  with  dangerous  consequences  concerning  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  present  in  such  common  very  being  and  constitution  of  the  corporation, 
council ; which,  we  conceive,  will  give  too  many  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  nr 
great  an  addition  of  power  to  the  mayor  and  enumerate, 

aldermen,  who  have  already  many  and  large  2.  “ We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  new  con- 
prerogatives  incontestably  allowed  them  by  the  scitution  of  the  common  council  enacted  by 
I commonalty  of  the  city ; and  though  the  coun-  this  Bill,  whereby  a negative  is  declared  anti 
j sel  for  the  Bill  insisted  that  the  mayor  and  ai-  given  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  not  only  in 
| dermen  had  anciently  that  right  which  this  Bill  the  making  of  bye-laws  for  the  government  of 

I establishes,  yet  the  proof  of  tiiat  right  appeared  tbe  city,  but  in  other  acts  concerning  the  issu- 
to  us  so  remote  and  obscure,  that  we  own  our-  ing  and  disposal  of  the  treasure  of  the  city, 
selves  too  short-sighted  to  discern  it;  and  on  and  also  of  the  seal  of  the  city,  whereby  their 
the  other  side  it- appeared  plain  to  us,  that  even  lands  and  other  estates  are  subjected  to  the 
from  die  time  of  incorporating  the  city  to  this  said  negative,  and  in  all  other  acts  and  powers 
present  time,  such  a claim  lias  very  seldom  at  this  time,  as  we  conceive,  belonging  to  the 
Iteen  made,  and  that  it  has  never  been  acknow-  common  council,  excepting  only  the  nppoint- 
iedged;  and  therefore,  we  conceive,  if  there  be  ment  of  some  few  officers  mentioned  in  the 
any  foundation  for  such  a right  (which  we  are  Bill,  is  a dangerous  innovation  upon  the  an- 
far  from  thinking  there  is)  the  dispute  should  cient  constitution  of  the  city,  unsupported  by 
be  decided  6rst  in  the  inferior  courts  of  justice,  any  evidence  offered  at  the  bar,  and  though  in 
and  rather  determined  in  the  House  of  Lords  late  times  mentioned  to  be  claimed,  yet  con- 
upon  an  appeal,  than  ended  by  an  act  of  par-  trary,  as  we  conceive,  to  a clear,  uninterrupted 
liament;  which  seems  to  us  such  a method  of  and  convipcing  prouf  of  the  exercise  of  the 
deteniiiningcuntrovcrsies  of  this  uature,  as  may  powers  and  authorities  of  the  common  councils 
prove  of  the  most  dangerous  consequence  to  of  all  ages,  to  the  29th  of  January,  1723 : And 
the  rights  and  properties  of  all  the  subjects  of  we  conceive  the  alteration  made  by  the  Bill  in 
Great  Britain.  this  respect  to  be  the  more  unwarrantable,  be- 

4.  “ Because  this  Bill  abolishes  the  custom  cause  the  written  evidence  offered  to  support 
relating  to  the  distribution  of  the  personal  es-  the  claim  of  a negative  by  the  mayor  and  al- 
tetes  of  free  citizens ; which  is  a custom  not  dermen,  was  either  conceived  in  general  terms 
only  of  great  antiquity,  but  seems  to  us  to  be  unapplicable  to  that  claim,  and  not  maintained 
wisely  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  a trading  by  subsequent  practice,  or  was  drawn  from 
city,  and  lias  been  acquiesced  under  for  so  proceedings  in  limes  of  trouble  nnd  confusion, 
many  years,  without  the  least  complaint  of  any  3.  “ We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  extraordi- 
nuc  free  citizen  that  we  ever  heard  of;  that  nary  power,  given  by  this  Bill  to  the  mayor 
me  taking  it  away  in  this  manner  cannot  hut  ana  alderman,  will  vest  in  them  new  exor- 
appear  to  us  ton  rash  and  precipitate,  and  may  bitant  authorities  over  ail  the  citizens,  tlioir 
too  probably,  in  our  opinion,  he  very  detri-  rights,  liberties  and  franchises  of  ull  kinds,  in- 
menlal  to  the  true  interest  of  this  ancient,  po-  consistent  with  that  balance  of  power  in  the 
Pidaus,  loyal  and  hitherto  flourishing  city,  the  city,  by  which  the  same  have  been  preserved, 
preservation  of  whose  goorl  order  and  govern-  and  in  the  future  exercise  thereof,  must,  as  we 
ment  the  Bill  itself,  very  justly  and  judiciously,  conceive,  lay  the  foundation  of  constant  and 
■flows  to  be  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  lasting  disputes,  divisions  and  distractions  in 

whole  kingdom. ( Signed ) Scarsdaie,  Straf-  the  City  of  London. 

ford,  Bristol,  St.  John  de  Bletsoe,  Boyle,  4.  We  think  this  Bill  is  the  more  dangerous, 
Bathurst,  Bingley,  Berkeley  de  Stratton,  because  it  creates  a new  constitution  in  several 
Compton,  Bruce,  Craven,  Weston,  particulars  contained  in  it,  not  framed  upon 
MSutjoy,  Foley,  Exeter,  Wharton,  Fran,  the  ancient  rights  proved  or  pretended  to,  or 
Cesiiicprt,’1,1j4riH?ld@ll!jL!Abifigdo!ii^  fitchRi  >d^rp»x«iAj<Mp»nciiibwna#dR$sftsmvti«Mc(  slew  model 
field,  Gower,  Uxbridge.” 
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without  due  regard  to  the  antecedent  rights  as 
claimed  by  cither  9ide,  and  will  deprive  a great 
number  of  citizens  of  their  ancient  rights  and 
franchises  in  elections  and  otherwise,  without 
’leaving  them  any  opportunity  of  asserting  the 
same  by  due  course  of  law,  and  is  a precedent 
of  the  most  dangerous  consequence  to  all  the 
cities  und  corporations  of  this  kingdom. 

5.  “ We  are  of  opinion,  that  tlie  abolition  of 
the  ancient  custom  of  the  city  touching  the 
personal  estates  of  freemen,  is  a dangerous  in- 
novation, tending  to  Jet  into  the  government  of 
(he  city  persons  unexperienced  and  unpractised 
in  the  laudable  and  beneficial  trade  of  the 
city  and  kingdom,  and  unfit  for  the  magistracy 
of  (lie  city,  and  may  thereby  introduce  impro- 
per and  pernicious  influences  over  the  citizens ; 
and  we  think  that  the  strength,  riches,  power 
and  safely  of  the  city  of  London  have  been 
hitherto,  in  a great  measure,  supported  by  this 
and  other  customs  of  the  city,  as  the  walls 
thereof,  and  we  fear,  that  the  decay  of  trade, 
and  with  that,  of  the  grandeur  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  the  diminution  and  loss  of  the 
great  excises  and  duties  arising  from  the  trade 
of  the  city,  on  which  the  support  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s government  so  much  depends,  maybe 
the  consequence  of  the  abolition  nf  ibis  ancient 
custom  and  privilege  of  the  freemen  of  the 
city  of  London. 

6.  “ Because  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
Petition  of  the  many  thousand  freemen  of  the 
city  against  this  Bill  ought  to  he  a far  greater 
weight  against  this  Bill,  than  the  petition  of 
fifteen  aldermen  for  it;  and  that  the  confusion 
which  may  arise  from  this  Bill,  if  passed  into  a 
law,  may  tend  greatly  to  the  future  disturbance 
of  his  Majesty's  wise  and  gentle  government. 

(Signed)  Wharton, Strafford,  Coventry. 

The  Civil  List  Bill  passed .]  April  16.  A 
Bill,  For  redeeming  the  Annuities  of  85,000 /. 
er  annum,  charged  on  the  Civil  List  Revenues 
y an  act  of  the  7th  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign, 
and  for’disclmrging  the  Debts  and  Arrears  due 
frqm  his  Majesty  to  his  servants,  tradesmen 
and  others,  being  read  the  first  time,  a motion 
was  made,  That  an  Address  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  give 
directions,  that  the  proper  officers  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Excise,  Customs,  and  Post-office  do 
lay  before  this  House  an  account  of  all  moneys 
which  have  been  issued  and  paid  out  of  the  said 
offices,  to  any  persons  on  account,  for  the 
privy  purse,  secret  service,  pensions,  bounties, 
or  any  sums  of  money  to  any  persons  whatso- 
ever without  account,  from  the  25th  of  March 
1721,  to  the  25th  of  March  1725  ; which 
being  objected  to,  after  debate,  the  question 
was  put,  whether  such  an  Address  shall  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty ; it  was  resolved  in 
the  negative  : whereupon  the  following  lords 
entered  their  dissent,  viz.  Lechmere,  Strafford, 
Fran.  Cestriens’,  Warrington,  Bathurst. 

Protest  against  passing  the  same.]  April  19. 

The  said 
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motion  made,  That  the  Bill  do  pass,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’ 

“ Because  this  Bill  is  to  raise  a great  sum  of 
money,  which  will,  as  we  apprehend,  become 
a burthen  upon  the  public,  and  increase  that 
immense  load  of  debt,  which  is  already  above 
fifty  millions,  and  therefore,  in  our  opinions, 
requires  the  utmost  application  to  diminishit 
and  cannot  but  give  us  the  most  melancholy 
prospect,  whenever,  especially  in  a time  of 
peace  and  tranquillity,  we  find  auy  addition  is 
made  to  it ; and  since  his  Majesty’s  revenue; 
when  first  settled,  was  thought  sufficient  by  the 
parliament  to  answer  all  the  necessary  ex- 
pences  of  bis  civil  government,  and  is  larger 
ns  we  conceive  than  thatofhis  predecessors; 
and  since  that  revenue  has  onee  already,  and 
not  long  ago  received  an  aid  of  the  like  sum, 
we  think  we  are  fully  justified  in  expecting  an 
account  of  the  reasons  of  contracting  so  great  a 
debt;  and  because  that  was  refused  to  be  laid 
before  us,  we  are  of  opinion,  we  cannot  dis- 
charge our  duty  to  our  country,  if  we  ahuuld 
thus,  uninformed,  and  in  the  dark,  give  our 
consent  to  this  Bill,  which  being  the  second  of 
this  kind  within  a short  compass  of  time,  we 
apprehend,  may  prove  of  the  more  perni- 
cious example. (Signed)  Stratford,  Bruce, 

Lord  Finch  offers  to  the  Commons  a Petition 
of  Henri/  late  Lord  Viscount  Bolingbroke .} 
April  20.  The  Lurd  Finch,  having  offered  a 
Petition  of  Henry  St.  John,  late  viscount  Bo- 
lingbroke,  to  be  presented  to  the  Commons, 
Mr.  R.  Walpole  acquainted  the  House,  Time 
he.  had  received  his  Majesty's  commands  to 
acquaint  the  House,  That  the  Petitioner  had, 
seven  years  since,  made  his  humble  appli- 
cation and  submission  to  his  Majesty,  with 
assurances  of  duty,  allegiance,  and  fidelity, 
which  his  Majesty  so  far  accepted,  as  to 
give  him  encouragement  to  hope  for  sunte 
future  marks  of  his  Majesty's  grace  and  good- 
ness ; and  that  his  Majesty  is  satisfied  that  the 
Petitioner's  behaviour  has  been  such  ns  con- 
vinces bis  Majesty  that  he  is  an  object  of  his 
Majesty's  mercy,  and  his  Majesty  consents  that 
this  Petition  he  presented  to  the  House. 

Then  the  said  Petition  was  brought  up  and 
read,  setting  forth,  “ That  the  Petitioner  is 
truly  concerned  for  his  offence,  in  not  haying 
surrendered  himself,  pursuant  to  the  directions 
of  an  act  of  the  first  year  of  his  Majesty’s 
reign,  whereby  the  Petitioner  was  attainted  of 
high  treason,  and  forfeited  all  his  real  and 
personal  estate,*  and  by  reason  thereof  hath 
suffered  very  great  losses : that  upon  the  Peti- 
tioner’s marriage  in  1700,  sir  Walter  St.  John, 
hart,  and  the  lord  viscount  St.  John,  the  Pe- 
titioner's grandfather  and  father,  together  with 
the  Petitioner,  made  n settlement  of  their  family- 
estates  in  the  counties  of  Wilts,  Surrey  and 
Middlesex,  all  which  premisses,  except  a very 
Southampton  I V|j§£ 
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jtimll  pnrt  thereof,  nre  now  in  the  possession  of  1 
I (he  Petitioner’s  father,  and  the  Petitioner  can- 
not become  intitlcd  thereto  for  his  life,  until 
after  bis  father's  decease  : That  the  Petitioner 
hath,  in  most  humble  and  dutiful  manner,  made 
. bis  submission  to  his  Majesty,  and  given  his 
Majesty  the  strongest  assurances  Of  his  in- 
violable fidelity,  and  of  his  zeal  for  his- 
Mnjesty’s  sen-ice,  and  for  the  support  of 
the  present  happy  establishment,  which  his 
Majesty  hath  been  most  graciously  pleased 
to  accept ; and  praying,  That  leave  may  be 
given  to  bring  in  a Bill  for-enabling  the  Peti- 
tioner, and  the  heirs  mule  of  his  body,  not- 
withstanding his  suid  Attainder,  to  take  and 
enjoy  the  said  settled  estate,  according  to  the 
limitations  of  the  said  settlement,  or  other  as- 
surances therein  mentioned  ; and  fur  enabling 
the  Petitioner  to  huld  and  enjoy  any  personal 
estate  or  effects  whereof  he  now  is,  or  here- 
after shall  be  possessed,  and  to  invest  the 
same  in  the  purchase  of  any  real  or  personal 
estate  within  this  kingdom.” 


Debate  thereon.]  After  the  reading  of  this 
Petition,  the  lord  Finch  moved,  that  a Bill  be 
brought  in  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  late 
viscount  Bnlingbroke's  Petition.  This  motion 
was  seconded  by 

Mr.  it.  Walpole,  who  having  repeated  part  of 
what  he  had  before  laid  before  the  House  by  the 
King’s  command,  in  the  petitioner's  behalf, 
added,  That  he  was  fully  satisfied,  that  he  had 
stillibiently  atoned  for  his  past  offences,  and 
therefore  deserved  the  favour  of  that  House  so 
far,  as  to  enable  him  to  enjoy  the  family  inhe- 
ritance that  was  settled  upon  him  ; which  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  the  best  lawyers,  lie 
could  not  do  by  virtue  of  his  Majesty’s  most 
gracious  pardon,  without  an  net  of  Parliament. 

This  was  confirmed  by  sir  Philip  Eorke  and 
sir  Clement  Wearg.  Then 
Mr.  Methuen  stood  up,  and  strenuously  op- 
posed the  lord  Finch’s  motion  ; he  said,  That 
?*  he  had  the  honour  to  he  one  of  the  King's 
immediate  servants,  it  might,  perhaps,  by  some 
he  thought  unbecoming  his  station,  to  appear 
"gainst  a Petition,  to  the  presenting  of  which  his 
Majesty,  in  his  royal  clemency  and  goodness, 
Jtid  graciously  been  pleased  to  give  his  consent : 
but  that  being  at  liberty  to  follow  the  dic- 
j?tes  ot  hi>  conscience  in  this  matter,  he  would 
rreely  declare  his  opinion,  that  the  public 
crimes  for  which  this  Petitioner  stood  attainted, 
"ere  *n  heinous,  so  flagrant,  and  of  so  deep  a 
ye,  as  not  to  admit  of  anv  expiation  or  atone- 
ment; anti  whatever  he  might  have  done  to  de- 
f'e  ln«  Majesty’s  private  grace  and  pardon, 
jet  h,,  thought  lum  altogether  unworthy  of  anv 
natron:,!  f„v„ur.  Hereupon  Mr.  Methuen  in- 
«nced  the  late  lord  Bolinghroke’s  scandalous 
iU  j*®"!"usco"4uct,  while  He  had  a share  in 
"e administration  of  affairs  in  the  last  reign. 

: "K  *le  w-as  the  principal  adviser  of,  and  actor 
”>cked  mensures  that  were  then  pur- 
el  ; Ins  clandestine  negociation  of  peace 
l“°ut  prh’it^df‘tkiS'<ifit«hV'iDlie‘lj'cbfltrhl-:i' 


ry  to  the  express  tenor  of  the  grand  alliance  * 
his  insolent  behaviour  towards  all  the  confede- 
rates in  genend,  and  the  Dutch  in  particular, 
his  sacrificing  the  interest  of  the  whole  confe- 
deracy, and  the  honour  of  his  own  country, 
particularly  in  the  base  abandoning  of  the 
poor  and  brave  Catalans  : a transaction  which 
with  he  had  an  oppoitunity  to  be  intimately 
acquainted,  as  having  had  the  honour,  at  that 
juncture,  reserve  the  nation  ns  the  Queen’s  Mil 
nister  in  Portugal  ; and  to  sum  up  all  his  crimes 
in  one,  bis  traitorous  design  of  defeating  the  Pro- 
testant Succession,  the  foundation  of  both  our 
present  nnd  future  happiness  ; and  of  advancing 
a Popish  Pretender  to  the  throne,  which1  would 
have  involved  his  native  country  in  endless 

Mr.  Arthur  Onslow,  lord  Willinm  Paulet, 
sir  Thomas  Pengelly,  and  Mr.  Gybbon  sup- 
ported Mr.  Methuen. 

Serjeant  Miller  hereupon  said,  That  he  was 
against  the  motion  for  three  reasons,  1.  Be- 
cause lie  thought  it  against  the  interest  of  the 
King.  2.  Against  the  interest  of  his  country. 
S.  Against  the  interest  of  the  present  ministry. 
That  he  loved  the  King  better  than  be  loved 
himself;  and  hated  bis  enemies  more  than  he 
did  : that  he  loved  his  country  as  he  loved 
himself;  and  as  he  thought  its  interest  insepa- 
rable from  the  King’s,  so  he  would  not  have  any 
public  favour  shewn  to  one,  who  bad  acted 
m so  notorious  a manner  against  both.  And 
as  for  the  present  ministers,  be  was  so  well  sa- 
tisfied with  their  just,  prudent,  and  successful 
management,  that  be  would  not  see  them  ex- 
posed to  the  cabals  and  intrigues  of  their  inve- 
terate, though  seemingly  reconciled  enemies. 

A Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly .1 
On  the  other  hand  sir  Thomas  Haunter  and 
Dr.  Friend  spoke  for  the  motion,  and  took 
that  occasion  to  extol  his  Majesty’s . royal  cle- 
mency; and  then  the  question  being  put,  oil 
the  lord  Finch’s  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  hy  231  votes  against  113,  and  his 
lordship  and  Mr.  R.  Walpole  were  ordered  to 
bring  in  a Bill  according  to  the  prayer  of  the 
late  lord  Bnlingbroke’s  Petition. 

Replication  of  the  Commons  to  the  Earl  of 
Macclesfield's  Anstbrr  to  the  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment.'] April  23  Sir  George  Oxenden 
reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  consider  of  the  Answer  of  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield  to  the  Articles  of  Impeach- 
ment exhibited  against  him,  Tlint  the  said  Earl 
bad  industriously  ovoitled  giving  a direct  An- 
swer to  several  matters  positively  alledgcd 
against  him,  and  lmd  endeavoured  to  disguise 
the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge;  and  that  many 
parts  of  the  said  Earl’s  Answer  are  contradic- 
tory and  inconsistent;  and  the  Committee  did 
humbly  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  House 
their  opinion,  that  for  avoiding  any  imputation 
of  delay  to  the  Commons,  in  a rase  of  so  great 
moment,  a Replication  be  forthwith  sent  up 
to  the  Lords,  maintaining  the  charge  of  the 
: eaftlid~OWjr«!d  that  Hie  tjduiftlktSje  had  pre- 
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pared  a Replication  accordingly,  which  he  read 
in-  his  pluce,  as  follows" ; 

“ The  Commons'have  considered  the  Answer 
of  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  to  the  Ar- 
ticles exhibited  agai  list  him  by  the  knigh  ts, 
citizens  and  burgesses  in  Parliament  assembled, 
and  observe,  that  the  said  Earl  hath  industri- 
ously avoided  giving  a direct  uml  particular 
Answer  to  several  matters  positively  and  cer- 
tainly alledged  against  him  in  the  said  Articles, 
which  from  the  nature  of  the  facts  themselves, 
must  necessarily  lie  in  his  o%n  knowledge;  and 
hath  attempted  to  disguise  and  cover  the  real 
crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  by  immaterial  and  eva- 
sive insinuations  of  facts  of  a different  nature; 
and  that  many  parts  of  thesaid  Answer  are  con- 
tradictory to,  and  inconsistent  with  each  other, 
upon  which  they  might  demand  your  lordships’ 
immediate  Judgment ; yet  the  Commons,  be- 
in^able  to  maintnin  the  truth aud  justice  of  their 
accusation,  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  due 
examination  thereof,  and  do  aver  their  charge 
of  High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  against  the 
said  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  to  be  true, 
and  that  the  said  Earl  is  guilty  in  such  manner 
as  he  stands  impeached,  and  that  the  Commons 
will  be  ready  to  prove  their  Charge  against 
him,  at  such  convenient  time,  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose.” 

The  said  .Replication  being  read  a second 
time,  it  was  resolved  to  be  the  Replication  of 
the  Commons  to  the  Answer  of  Thomas  earl  of 
Macclesfield  ; and  ordered  that  the  said  Repli- 
cation he  engrossed.  - 

April  2-1.  The  Commons  rend  the  engrossed 
Replication,  which  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  Lords. 

Protest  against  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield's 
being  tried  at  the  Bar  qf  the  House  of 
Lori/-.]  April  26.  The  Commons  having 
brought  up  the  Replication  to  the  Answer 
of  Thomas-  earl  of  Macclesfield,  to  their  Ar- 
ticles of  Impeachment  against  him,  a ques- 
tion was  proposed  and  stnted  for  appoint- 
ing his  Lordship’s  Trial  on  Thursday  se’en  . 
night,  at  the  Bur  of  the  House.  And  the 
question  being  put,  whether  those  words,  ‘ At 
‘ the  Bar  of  the  House,’  shall  stand  pnrt  of 
the  question,  it  was  resolved  in  the  Affirmative, 
by  59  against  17. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it  high- 
ly-concerns  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this 
House  in  all  cases  of  impeachment,  that  the 
Trial  should  he  had  in  the  most  public  and 
solemn  manner,  that  being  most  suitable  to 
the  laws  and  constitutions  of  this  kingdom  in 
all  cases  whatsoever,  but  is  more  especially 
requisite  in  a prosecution  of  the  Commons  in 
of  Great  Britain,  begun  and  carried  on  by 
their  representatives  in  parliament;  for  which 
reasons  we  think  that  this  Trial  ought  to  be  Imd 
in  VVestminster-hall,  and  not  at  the  Bar  of  this 
House,  where  it  is- impossible,  as  we  conceive, 
to  provide  room  anil  other  conveniencies  for 
the  attendance1  'tif '^6' aIl6®^‘-vdFe<2i4iiABfd®8/ ‘ 


and  such  others  of  the  subjects  of  this  king, 
dom  who  may  be  desirous  to  he  present  at  tius  ' 
Trial. 

2.  “ We  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  a justice 
due  to  the  Earl  who  is  impeached,  to  give  him 
the  opportunity  of  vindicating  himself,  and  to 
assert  his  innocence  in  the  must  public  manner 
imaginable,  the  crimes  wherewith  he  is  charged 
by  this  Impeachment  being  of  that  nature  at 
render  it,  as  we  conceive,  most  desirable,  and 
even  necessary  on  his  part,  to  give  universal 
satisfaction  of  his  innocence,  in  a case  wherein 
his  honour,  and  that  of  his  posterity,  are  so 
highly  concerned. 

3.  “ We  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  of  great  I 
moment  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  I 
crown,  the  fountain  of  justice,  that  the  Trial  of  I 
this  Impeachment  should  be  had  in  that  place  I 
which  may  be  most  satisfactory  to  the  whole  | 
nation,  because  the  Articles  whereby  the  Earl  | 
stands  impeached,  relate  to  the  administration  I 
of  the  public  justice  of  the  kingdom,  and  con-  I 
sisc  of  facts  or  matters  charged  on  him  whilst  ] 
he  was  Lord  High  Chancellor,  and  as  such,  ] 
was  entrusted  by  his  Majesty  with  the  execu-  I 
tion  of  the  most  eminent  otlice  and  station  I 
concerning  the  administration  of  justice. 

4.  “ Because  we  observe  that  the  Earl  ini-  I 
peached  has,  in  his  Defence,  by  his  An-  I 
swer,  in  some  degree,  involved  the  honour  I 
of  many  great  personages,  peers  of  this  realm,  I 
and  others,  some  living,  and  others  long  « 
since  deceased,  but  whose  descendents  are  3 
now  peers  and  members  of  this  House,  in  J 
the  consideration  of  the  matters  and  crimes  I 
charged  on  himself;  which  circumstance  of  I 
the  Defence  being,  as  it  seems  to  us,  in  the  I 
opinion  of  the  Earl,  material  to  he  examined  ij 
into  upon  the  Trial,  we  are  of  opinion  that  in  | 
this  respect  also  the  place  of  Trial  is  become  J 
of  more  importance,  aud  most  proper  to  be  in  J 
Westminster-ball,  and  not  at  the  bar  of  this 
House,  where  the  examinations  must  unavoid-  a 
ably,  ns  we  conceive,  be  less  public,  and,  in 
that  respect  less  satisfactory. 

5.  “ It  appearing  to  us  by  several  Reports  J 
delivered  to  this  House  by  his  Majesty’s  direc-  1 
tion,  which  relate  to  the  administration  of  1 
justice  in  the  High  Court  of  Chuncery,  whilst 
the  said  Earl  was  Lord  Chancellor,  that  there  j 
arc  very  great  deficiencies  of  thp  money  I 
and  effects  belonging  to  orphans  and  widows,  1 
and  others  the  suitors  of  the  Court;  which  j 
money  and  effects  were  broilght  into  the  j 
Court,  or  into  the  hands  of  the  Masters  in  . 
Chancery ; and  which  deficiencies,  as  they  ap- 
pear to  us,  amount  to  a great  many  thousand 
pounds,  as  yet  wholly  unsatisfied  and  unse-  i 
cured;  for  this  reason  we  are  of  opinion,  that  J 
it  is  necessary,  for  the  public  satisfaction,  and 
particularly  of  the  suitors  concerned,  that  tins 
Trial  should  be  had,  not  only  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  hut  in  the  most  public  place 
also. 

C.  “ We  do  not  find,  that  any  Impeachment 
of  the  Commons  has  been  tried  at  the  bar  of 
j ‘WB^,l-'l^'ld3i«iljf^ltaynpli»ce  than  » 
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Westmirister-Hall,  since  the  Restoration  of 
king  Charles  2,  and  before  that  period  the  im- 
peachment of  i he  earl  of  Strafford  was  tried  in 
Westininster-Hall ; we  ulso  find  that  since  the 
Resiorntion,  every  peer  w,ho  has  been  tried  by 
this  House,  either  on  an  Impeachment  or  In- 
dictment, has  had  bis  Trial  in  Westminster 
Hall,  and  not. at  the  bar  of  this  House ; and 
sometime  after  the  late  Revolution,  private 
persons  iihpeachcd  by  the  Commons,  for  frauds 
and  cheats  relating  to  the  Lutstring  company, 
and  private  traffic,  were  appointed  by  this 
House  to  be  tried  in  Westminster-llall  ; the 
Impeachment  of  Dr.  Sacheverell,  for  misde- 
meanors committed  in  the  pulpit,  was  tried 
there  also:  fur  which  reasons  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  tin's  Impeachment  being,  as  we  conceive, 
of  the  highest  consequence  to  the  honour  of  the 
crown  and  kingdom,  ought  to  be  considered, 
at  least  with  equal  regard  as  to  the  place  of 
trial,  and  in  every  other  respect  with  any  of 
those  Trials  before  mentioned  ; and  the  rather, 
for  that  the  method  of  proceedings  on  Trials  of 
Impeachments,  if  had  at  the  bar  of  this  House, 
contrary  to  the  general  course  since  the  Re- 
storation, are  therefore  more  unsettled  by  many 
late  precedents,  and,  in  that  respect,  may  be 
liable  to  more  difficulties  mid  delays,  than  if 
had  in  Westminster  Hall. 

7.  “ Wa  think  that  no  consideration  ofdelny, 
which  niay  he  occasioned  for  a little  time  by 
the  preparations  to  be  made  in  Westminster 
Hall,  or  any  other  account  during  the  Trial,  are 
an  equivalent  consideration,  or  to  he  balanced 
with  the  public  satisfaction,  which,  in  every 
respect,  is,  in  our  opinion,  due  to  this  pro- 
ceeding, and  especially  with  regard  to  the  place 

of  trial. [Signed,)  Wharton,  Scarsdale, 

Boyle,  Strafford.  Gower,  Foley,  Lecb- 
inere,  Coventry.” 

I dissent  for  all  the  aforementioned  reasons, 
except  the  fourth. ( Signed ) Montjoy. 

Then  the  Question  being  put.  That  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield  be  tried  at  the  bar  of  this 
House,  on  Thursday  se’nnight  at  il  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  upon  the  Impeachment  for  High 
Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  exhibited  against 
him  by  the  House  of  Commons;  it  was  resolved 
in  the  Affirmative. 

Dissentient’ 

For  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 

Protest. [Signed,)  Scarsdnle,  Strafford, 

Foley,  Wharton,  Coventry,  Boyle,  Lech- 

April  26.  The  Commons  received  the  fol- 
lowing Message  from  the  Lords  : 

“ Mr.  Speaker,  The  Lords  have  commanded 
os  to  acquaint  this  House,  that  their  lordships 
have  appointed  Thursday,  being  the  6th  day 
of  May  next,  at  11  of  the  clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, for  the  Trial  of  Thomas  earl  of  Maccles- 
field, at  the  oar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  the 
High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors  whereof  he 
stands  im^e^hed ; , and  ,.th«  j;hei^h  hpdpbjgs^ 


-10  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield’ s Answer.  [4CG 
will  order  conveniences  to  be  prepared  there 
for  the  Managers  of  the  Impeachment." 

Whereupon  it  was  ordered,  l.  That  Ma- 
nagers be  appointed  to  mnke  good  the  Articles 
of  Impeachment  against  Thoiunsearl  ofM.ic- 
cleslieil.  2.  That  the  Committee  to  whom  it 
was  referred  to  draw  up  the  said  Articles  be 
the  said  Managers. 

April  27.  The  Commons  ordered,  1.  That 
Mr.  Nicholas  Paxton,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Bayly 
he  appointed  Solicitors  to  the  said  Managers. 
2.  That  a Committee  be  appointed  to  search 
Precedents,  touching  the  method  of  proceed- 
ings, upon  Trials  of  impeachment  by  the  Com- 
mons, nt  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords : and  a 
Committee  was  appointed  accordingly,  of 
which  sir  .Edmund  Bacon  was  chosen  citair- 


The  Bill  in  favour  of  Viscount  Bnlingbroke 
posses  the  Commons.]  Then  the  lord  Finch 
presented  to  the  House  a Bill  for  enabling 
Henry  St.  Joint  late  Viscduut  Buliiwliroke,  to 
take  and  enjoy  several  manors,  lands,  &c. 
which  was  read  the  first  time. 

April  30.  The  late  lord  Bolingbroke's  Bill 
was  read  a second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  who  were  or- 
dered. “ To  receive  n clause  or  clauses  for  pre- 
serving the  inheritance  of  all  the  family  estate 
in  the  said  Bill  mentioned,  to  the  issue  male  of 
the  lord  visenupt  St.  John,  on  failure  of  issue 
male  of  the  said  Henry  St.  John,  late  viscount 
viscount  Boliugbroke,  with  proviso  to  the  said 
late  viscount  Bolingbroke,  to  charge  the  said 
estate  with  a sum  of  money,  and  to  make  leases 
in  like  manner  as  he  was  enabled  to  do,  by  tho 
mnrriage  settlement  in  the  said  Bill  mentioned, 
and  to  make  n jointure,  and  provision  for 
'younger  children.” 

May  3.  The  order  being  rend  for  the  House 
to  resolve  itself  into  n grand  Committee  upon 
the  late  viscount  Bolingbroke’s  Bill,  the  lord 
Willium  Pawlct  moved,  “ That  it  be  an  in- 
struction to  the  said  Committee,  that  they 
have  power  to  receive  a clause  to  disable  the 
said  Henry  St.  John,  late  viscount  Bolingbroke, 
to  he  a member  of  either  House  of  Parliament, 
or  to  have  or  erfjoy  any  office  or  place  of  profit 
or  trust,  under  his  Majesty  /' 

This  motion  was  backed  by  several  members, 
but  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  the  question  being  put  thereupon, 
it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  154  voices 
against  84.  Alter  this  the  Commons,  in  » 
Committee  of  the  w hole  House,  went  Llirougli 
the  said  Eill,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  being  the  next  day  reported  by 
the  lord  Finch,  were,  with  nn  amendment  to 
one  of  them,  agreed  to,  ami  the  Bill  so  amend- 
ed, ordered  to  he  ingrossed. 

May  5.  The  said  Bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords. 

Protest  against  passing  a Bill  to  disarm  the 
Highlanders  of  Scotland.]  May  3.  A Bill, 
• For  more  effectually  disarming  the  High- 
landed  in  that. part  jttf  Groat  Britain  called 
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Scotland,  and  for  the  better  securing  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  that  part  of  the  Kingdom'  was 
read  the  third  time  in  the  Lords ; and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  Whether  this  Bill  with  the 
Amendments  do  pass  ? It  was  resolved  in  the 
Affirmative. 

“ Dissentient* 

1.  “ Because  the  Bill  sets  forth,  that  many 

Eersons  in  the  Highlands  commit  many  rob- 
eries  and  depredations,  and  oppose  the  due 
execution  of  justice  against  robbers,  outlaws, 
and  persons  attainted ; which  assertion,  we 
conceive,  was  meant  as  an  inducement  to  pass 
the  Bill,  und  therefore  should  have  been  fully 
made  out  by  proof,  or  have  been  undeniably 
clear  from  its  notoriety  ; but  no  proof  waB  at- 
tempted to  be  made  of  it ; and  we  have  not 
heard  that  such  outrages,  as  nre  charged  upon 
the  Highlanders,  have  been  committed  by  them 
of  late. 

2.  “ We  apprehend  that  this  Bill  gives  to 
lords  lieutenants  of  counties,  justices  of  the 
pence,  and  others,  such  large  and  discre- 
tionary powers,  in  some  cases,  as  are  hardly  to 
be  trusted  in  the  hands  of  Bny  persons  in  a free 
government,  unless  apparently  necessary  to 
the  preservation  of  it. 

3.  “ Since  the  behaviour  of  the  Highlanders 
has  been  peaceable  and  inoffensive  for  some 
years  past,  and  is  so  at  present,  as  fur  as  ap- 
pears to  us,  we  cannot  but  fear  this  Bill  may 
prove  unseasonable,  may  hazard  the  loss  of  that 
invaluable  blessing  which  we  now  enjoy,  a per- 
fect calm  and  tranquillity,  and  raise  amongst 
these  people  that  spirit  of  discontent  and  un- 
easiness, which  now  seems  entirely  laid ; for 
we  apprehend  that  the  execution  of  some  au- 
thorities in  this  Bill  is  more  likely  to  create, 
than  to  prevent  disorders  ; we  think  it  applies 
severe  remedies  where,  as  far  as  we  can 
eeive,  there  is  no  disease,  and  this  at  a 
when  the  Highlauders  not  being  accused  of  any 
enormities,  for  which,  in  our  opinion,  the 
legislature  ought  in  justice  to  punish  then),  or 
in  prudence  to  fear  them,  _we  think  it  would 
become  us,  as  good  patriots,  to  endeavour 
rather  to  keep  them  quiet,  than  to  make  them 

so.- (Signed,)  Wharton,  Gower,  Scarsdale, 

Boyle,  Lichfield.” 

Names  of  the  Managers  at  the  Earl  of  Mai 
elcsfield's  Trial.]  May  6.  The  Commons  oi 
dered.  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  nu 
nage  the  Evidence  against  Thomas  carl  of 
Macclesfield,  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  in  such 
manner  as  they  shall  think  most  important  for 
the  speediest  expediting  of  the  said  Trial. 
Then  upon  . Message  from  the  Lords,  import- 
ing that  their  lordships  were  ready  to  proceed 
on  the  Trial  of  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
the  Names  of  the  Managers  were  called  over 
by  the  clerk,  viz.  Sir  George  Oxendcn,  bart. 
*ir  Clement  Wearg,  sir  Thomas  Pengelly, 
William  Strickland,  bnrt.  Mr.  Doddingti 


Gybbon,  Mr.  Hedges,  Mr.  Sundys,  Mr.  West, 
Mr.  Snell,  Mr.  Lutwyche,  lion.  Thotnus  Gower, 
nod  Mr.  Cary. 

Accordingly  the  said  Managers  went  up  to 
the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  proceed  on 
the  Trial,  which  continued  till  the  26th  of  this 
month,  and  being  printed  by  authority,  may 
be  found  at  large  in  the  State  Trials. 

The  Earl  of  Macclesfield  is  unanimously 
found  Guilty.]  May  27.  The  Order  being  read, 
for  taking  into  further  consideration  the  Im- 
peachment of  the  earl  of  .Macclesfield : It  was 
proposed,  ‘ To  resolve,  That  the  Commons 
1 have  made  good  their  Charge  of  High  Crimes 
1 and  Misdemeanors  against  the  said  Earl.'  And 
a question  being  stated  upon  the  said  Proposi- 
tion ; it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

After  which  ; It  was  agreed,  that  the  ques- 
tion to  be  put  toeach  lord,  severally,  beginning 
with  the  junior  baron,  shall  be, 

‘ Is  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield  guilty  of 
‘ High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  charged  on 
‘ him  by  the  Impeachment  of  the  House  of 
‘ Commons,  or  Not  Guilty  ?’ 

And  every  lord  present  shall  declare  his  opi- 
nion, Guilty  or  Not  Guilty,  upon  his  honoury 
laying  his  right  hand  upon  his  breast. 

May  25.  A Message  was  sent  to  the  Com- 
mons to  acquaint  them,  that  the  Lords  are 
ready  to  proceed  further  upon  the  Impeach- 
ment against  the  earl  of  Macclesfield.  And 
the  Managers  being  come,  and  seated  as  be- 
fore ; the  usual  proclamation  was  made  for 
silence.  After  which  the  Speaker  put  the 
question  agreed  on  yesterday,  to  all  the  Lords 
present,  beginning  with  the  Junior  Baron; 
And  their  lordships  severally  declaring  their 
opinion,  “ That  he  was  Guilty 

The  Speaker  declared,  That  the  House  had 
unanimously  found  the  said  earl  Guilty  of 
High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  charged  upon 
him  by  the  Impeachment  of  thellouse  of  Com- 
mons. Then  the  Managers  were  directed  to 
withdraw  : And  the  House  was  adjourned  dur- 
ing pleasure,  to  unrobe. 

The  names  of  the  Lords  present,  who  una- 
nimously found  him  guilty,  nre  as  follows  : 

Barons.  Walpole,  Lechmere,  Ducie,  On- 
slow, Bathurst,  Foley,  Masliam,  Trevor,  Mont- 
joy  (viscount  Wiudsorof  Ireland),  Ilay  (earl  ol 
Kinnoul  in  Scotland),  Gower,  Herbert,  Ash- 
burnham.Waldegrave,  Lynn,  Cornwallis,  Bruce, 
Brooke,  Compton,  Hunsdon,  Clinton,  Dtlawar, 
Percy,  A bergavenv . 

Bishops.  Exeter,  Bristol,  Chichester,  St. 
Davids,  Nofivich,  Carlisle,  Bangor,  Gloccster, 
Ely,  Peterborough,  Rochester,  Oxford,  St. 
Asapb,  Wincliester,  Durham,  London. 

Viscounts.  Torrington,  Hnrcourt,  Cobhnm, 
Tadcnster,  (earl  ofThomond  in  Ireland),  Lons- 
dale. Hatton,  Townshend.Say  and  Seal. 

Earls.  Pomfret,  Hnrborough,Cadognn,  Sus- 
sex, Halifax,  Bristol,  Strafford,  Ferrers,  ll«y, 


lord  Morpeth,  Mr..  Arthur  Onslow,  Mr.  Pal-  Deloraine,  Stair,  Orkney,  Selkirk,  Findlater, 
— Mr.  Waiter  Piomer,  sir  John  Rushout,  Buchan,  Rothe9,  Cholmondeley,  Albemarle, 
>•  %i,  Yarmouth, 
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Burlington,  Carlisle,  Scarsdale,  Sunderland, 
Denbigh,  Warwick,  Northampton,  Leicester, 
Lincoln,  Pembroke. 

Marquis.  Tweedale. 

Dukes.  Cbandois,  Manchester,  Wharton, 
Newcastle,  Ancasler,  Roxburgh,  Montross, 
Montague,  Grafton,  Greenwich,  (duke  of  Ar- 
gyle  in  Scotland),  Devonshire. 

Archbishop.  Canterbury. 

The  House  being  resumed,  the  duke  of  De- 
vonshire, lord  president,  signified  to  the  House, 
“ That  last  night  he  received  a letter  From  the 
earl  of  Macclesfield,  mentioning  that  he  was 
ill  of  the  stone  ;”  And  his  grace  also  acquaint- 
ed their  lordships,  “ He  was  this  day  informed, 
hy  one  of  the  said  Earl's  Solicitors,  that  his 
lordship  still  continued  ill.” 

Ordered,  That  this  House  will  proceed  fur- 
ther upnn  the  Iinpeachmait  against  Thomas 
earl  of  Macclesfield  to-morrow. 

May  SG.  The  gectleman  usher  of  the  Black 
Rod  gave  the  House  an  account,  “ That  he  and 
the  Serjeant  at  Anns  had  served  their  lordships’- 
order  on  the  earl  o'f  Macclesfield,  for  his  atten- 
dance this  day ; and  that  his  lordship  was  at- 
tending, pursuant  thereunto.”  The  order  of 
the  day  being  read,  for  proceeding  further  upon 
the  Impeachment  of  the  earl  of  Macclesfield; 
a Message  was  sent  to  the  Commons  to  ac- 
quaint them,  that  their  lordships  are  ready  to 
proceed  further  upon  the  Impeachment  against 
the  said  Ear). 

And  the  Managers  being  come,  the  usual 
proclamation  was  made  for  silence.  Then  the 
gentleman  usher  was  directed  to  call  in  the 
earl  of  Macclesfield.  Who  being  come  to  the 
bar  ; the  Speaker  acquainted  him,  “ That  the 
Lords  had  fully  considered  of  his  case ; and 
had  unanimously  found  him  Guilty  of  High 
Crimes  and  Misdemeanours  charged  upon  him 
by  the  Impeachment  of  the  House  of  Cow- 

Whereupon  the  said  Earl  mentioned  some 
circumstances  in  mitigation  of  the  crimes  of 
which  he  had  been  accused  : but  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Managers  for  the  Commons,  as 
being  irregular  ; his  lordship,  in  what  he  said, 
not  offering  any  thing  in  arrest  of  judgment. 

Then  the  said  Earl  acquainted  the  House 
with  the  uneasiness  he  was  ut  present  under,  in 
regard  of  his  illness;  and,  submitting  himself  to 
their  lordships’ justice  and  mercy,  begged  to  be 
dismissed  any  further  attendance  at  this  time. 
Upon  which,  the  said  Earl,  as  also  the  Mana- 
gers, were  directed  to  withdraw. 

The  House  was  adjourned  during  pleasure, 
for  the  Lords  to  pot  off  their  robes. 

Ordered,  Thai  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield 
be  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  gentleman 
usher  of  the  black  rod. 

Ordered,  That  this  House  will  now  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  what  Judgment  to  give, 
upon  the  Impeachment  agaiost  the  said  Earl. 

And  it  being  proposed,  “ That  the  said  Earl 
be  fined  in  the  sum  of  30,000 /.  to  the  King's 
majesty After  debate ; and  reading  the 
Judgments  of  this  House,  in  the  cases  both  of 


the  viscount  St.  Albans,  anti  the  earl  of  Mid- 
1 dlesex:  It  was  proposed,  “ To  ask  the  Opinion 
j of  the  Judges,  Whether  the  Sale  of  an  Office, 
I that  hath  relation  to  the  administration  ofjus- 
I lice,  be  nu  offence  against  the  Common  Law?” 
And  a question  being  stated  upon  the  sai.l  pro- 
position : It  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Then,,  it  being  moved,  “ To  resolve,  That 
Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield  be  fined:”  The 
question  was  put  thereupon,  and  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Protest  on  a Motion  for  disabling  the  Earl 
of  Macclesfield  from  holding  any  Employment, 
passing  in  the  Negative.]  The  question  was 
then  put,  “ Whether  the  said  Earl  shall  be  lor 
ever  incapable  of  any  oflice,  place,  or  employ- 
ment, in  the  state  or  commonwealth  ?”  It  was 
resolved  in  the  negative.  Contents  42  ; Not 
Contents  42.* 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  it  is  certain  that  the  honour 
and  dignity  of.  the  crown,  the  security  of  our 
religious  and  civil  rights,  and  the  preservation 
of  our  most  excellentconstitutiun  in  church  aud 
state,  entirely  depend  upon  the  probity,  inte- 
grity and  ability  of  those  persons  whom  bis 
Majesty  shall  call  to  bis  councils,  and  who 
shall  be  employed  in  any  office,  place  or  em- 
ployment in  the  state  or  commonwealth. 

2.  “ Because  we  conceive,  a person  im- 
peached by  the  House  of  Commons  of  corrup- 
tion of  the  deepest  dye,  and  who,  alter  a full 
and  legal  trial,  was  by  this  House  unanimously 
found  guilty  of  high  crimes  aud  misdemeanors, 
charged  on  him  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  were 
committed  hy  him  in  the  execution  of  his  high 
station  us  Lord  Iligli-Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  ought  not  ro  be  exempted  from  this 
part  of  the  sentence,  which  has  always  been 
thought  proper  to  he  indicted  by  our  ancestors, 
both  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  government, 
and  the  justice  of  this  House;  on  persons  con- 
victed of  crimes  of  the  like  nature;  and  we  do 
not  find  one  instance  on  the  Journals  of  par- 
liament, where  this  penalty  has  been  omitted. 

3.  “ We  apprehend  that  his  Mqjesty  having 
removed  the  enrl  of  Macclesfield  Irani  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  the  custody  of  the  Greul  Seal, 
und  having  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  appoint  ed,co  succeed  him, 
the  taking  effectual  care,  that  entire  satisfac- 
tion be  made  to  the  suitors  of  the  Court,  and 
that  such  suitors  be  not  exposed  to  any  dangers 
for  tbe  future,  and  having  fully  expressed  his 
gracious  disposition  that  the  said  Lords  Com- 
missioners should  look  narrowly  into  tbe  beha- 
viour of  all  the  officers  under  their  jurisdiction, 
and  should  see  that  such  officers  act  will)  the 
strictest  regard  to  justice,  and  to  the  ease  of 
his  subjects,  (which  is  a plain  indication  of  his 
Majesty’s  just  resentment  of  the  Earl's  ill  con- 

• When  a motion  for  any  resolution  or 
order  is  made,  if  there  be  an  equality  of  voices, 
it  always  passes  in  the  negative, 
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duct,  during  liis  presiding  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery) and  having,  iu  great  tenderness  to  the  in- 
jured nation,  recommended  the  protection  of 
the  unhappy  sufferers  to  the  justice  of  parlia- 
ment, rve  thought  it  incumbent  upon  us,  on  this 
great  occasion,  when  the  Commons  have  so 
clearly  made  out  their  charge  against  the  im- 
peached earl,  not  to  depart  from  the  methods 
of  our  ancestors  in  the  framing  of  our  sentence, 
with  an  unusual  teudernessto  a person,  against 
whom  the  whole  nation  cries  for  justice,  but  to 
pursue  their  glorious  steps  upon  the  like  occa- 
sions, and  to  incapacitate  the  said  Eurl  front 
having  any  office,  place  of  employment  in  the 
stale  or  commonwealth,  as  the  most  effectual 
means  to  deter  otheu  from  being  guilty  of  the 
like  crimes  for  the  future. (Signed), Whar- 

ton, Abingdon,  Bruce,  Strafford,  Pom- 
fret,  Denbigh,  Compton.” 

“ We  do  dissent  to  the  bcforeoientioned  ques- 
tion for  thu  Reasons  following  : 

1.  “ This  House  having  resolved,  that  the 
House  of  Commons  have  made  good  their 
charge  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanor's  against 
iheEnrl  impeached,  ami  by  a subsequent  reso- 
lution having  unanimously  declared  him  guilty, 
we  arc  of  opinion,  that  it  is  a necessary  conse- 
quence in  law,  justice,  honour  mid  conscience, 
thut  the  disabilities  contained  in  the  question 
proposed  should  be  a part  of  his  punishment, 
they  being  such,  as  we  think,  the  wholesome 
laws  and  statutes,  against  which  the  Earl  has 
offended,  do  expressly  ordain  for  the  punish- 
ment of  liis  crimes,  anil  such  as  the  nature,  cir- 
cumstances and  consequences  of  his  guilt  do, 
in  our  opinions,  most  justly  deserve. 

2.  “ The  Articles  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
whereof  the  Earl  is,  in  our  opinions,  declared 
guilty,  are  ail  accusation  of  him  for  many  re- 
peated acts  of  bribery,  extortion,  perjury  and 
oppression,  committed  by  colour  of  Lis  office 
of  Lord  High  Chancellor,  and  of  many  endea- 
vours to  have  concealed  and  suppressed  the 
discovery  of  them,  even  from  the  knowledge  of 
his  Majesty ; those  crimes  therefore,  being  by 
the  laws  of  this  land,  nud,  as  we  believe,  by  the 
laws  uf  ail  civilized  nations  in  the  world,  ad- 
judged to  becrimesof  an  infamous  nature,  we 
think  the  incapacity  proposed  bv  this  question 
to  be  one  natural  and  unavoidable  step  to  have 
been  made  by  this  House  iu  the  judgment  on 

3.  “The Earl,  in  his  Answer  to  the  Articles 
of  the  Commons,  hath  asserted,  that  the  taking 
the  many  sums  by  him  from  the  Masters  in 
Chancery,  which  sums  he  tlipre  calls  presents, 
was  never  before  looked  upon  to  be  criminal ; 
and  hopes  that  the  giving  or  receiving  such  a 
present  is  not  criminal  iu  itself,  or  by  the  com- 
mon law  of  this  realm,  and  that  there  is  not 
nn y art  of  parliament  whatsoever  by  which  the 
no ne  is  made  criminal,  or  subject  to  any  pu- 
nishment or  judgment,  which  can  be  prayed  in 
this  prosecution : The  Earl  himself,  and  liis 
counsel  nn  his  behalf,  upon  his  trial,  attempted 
to  j usi ify, ; Ips^e xt^iaii.i,{.^e.avGttll?d: ; compler- 


■nents)  and  endeavoured  to  maintain,  that  they 
are  conformable  to  the  laws  of  the  laud  ; but 
we  cannot  reflect  on  this  behaviour  of  the  Earl 
otherwise  than  as  the  highest  dishonour  thrown, 
by  him,  upon  the  laws  and  government  of  this 
kingdom,  and  a most  during  and  groundless 
endeavour  to  disparage  the  common  law  of  the 
land,  Magna  Charta  itself,  the  clear  and  ex- 
press  injunctions  of  many  statutes,  particularly 
those  passed  in  the  reigns  of  Richard  2,  Henry 
4,  and  Edward  0,  in  this  bebnlf,  and  of  an  act 
passed  this  session  of  parliament  for  the  in- 
demnification of  the  Masters  in  Chancery; 
against  the  plain  sense  of  all  which  laws  the 
Earl  has,  in  our  opinions,  knowingly  and  wil- 
fully offended;  ond  as  this  unparalleled  justifi- 
cation attempted  by  the  Eurl  will  he  trans- 
mitted to  all  posterity,  we  think  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  punishment  proposed  by  this 
question  should  have  been  inflicted,  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  laws  anti  government  itself,  against 
the  aspersion  die  Eurl  hns  thrown  upon  both, 
and  to  prevent  any  imputation  which  may 
hereafter  be  cast  on  the  honour  and  justice  of  i 
this  House,  as  having,  on  this  occasion,  in  any 
degree  seemed  to  favour  or  countenance  suen 
defence. 

4.  “The  Earl  has  in  his  Answer  asserted 
some  of  his  practices  to  have  been  long  used  , 
by  liis  predecessors,  and  by  others  being  chief 
justices,  masters  of  the  rolls,  and  other  judges;  ' 
and  on  his  trial  offered  evidence  to  prove  his 
assertion  in  four  instances  only,  three  of  them 

in  tffe  time  of  one,  and  the  other  in  the  time 
of  his  immediate  predecessor ; but  though  those 
instances,  as  we  think,  were  unattended  with 
the  many  aggravations  of  the  Earl’s  guilt  in 
those  respects,  yet  lest  those  examples,  to-  , 
gether  with  that  of  the  Earl,  should  hereafter 
he  construed  a mitigation  of  his,  or  an  encou- 
ragement to  the  like  offence,  we  think  the 
punishment  now  proposed  ought  to  have  been  | 
inflicted,  by  which  it  would  become  the  more 
exemplary ; and  the  rather,  because  it  appears 
to  us  highly  probable,  that  the  imputation,  as 
it  is  thrown  by  die  Earl  upon  liis  predecessors, 
is  unjust;  the  memory  ot  many  of  those  wise 
and  excellent  persons  never  having  been,  as  we 
believe,  stained  with  an  imputation,  till  the 
Earl  cast  it  on  them  ; and  some  of  his  prede- 
cessors having,  in  several  ages,  fnllen  under  the 
severe  mid  strict  inquisition  of  parliament  for 
bribery  and  corruption,  without  any  charge 
upon  them  for  that  criminal  practice. 

5.  “We  are  of  opinion,  That  this  House, 
now  exercising  its  judicature  as  the  supreme 
court  in  this  kingdom,  upon  nn  accusation  Of 
the  Commons  for  offences  against  the  known 
laws  of  die  land,  has  no  legal  power  or  autho- 
rity to  dispense  with  or  omit  those  punish- 
ments which  are  expressly  ordained  by  positive 
acts  of  parliament;  and  it  appears  to  us  to  he 
indisputable,  that  the  disabilities  proposed  by 
this  question  are  expressly  ordained  by  the 
statute  marie  11  Hen.  4,  and  in  some  degree 
by  the  statute  5 and  6 Edw.  C,  against  buying 

sffiidMpg  iofo!ies,i:fc.--lbie  r.vtny i same  offences 
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of  which  this  Ilouse  bath,  as  we  conceive,  de- 
clared (and  of  which  we  are  fully  satisfied  in 
our  consciences)  the  Earl  is  guilty  ; and  the 
Punishment  proposed  in  this  question  hath  been 
inflicted  by  the  House  in  the  cases  of  the  lord 
Bacon  and  the  earl  of  Middlesex,  for  corrup- 
tions, in  our  opinions,  much  less  heinous  than 
the  crimes  of  the  Earl  impeached  ; and  the 
judgments  given  by  this  House  on  those  two 
persons  were  founded,  as  we  think,  not  only 
upon  the  nature  of  the  crimes,  but  were  di- 
rected and  prescribed  by  the  acts  of  parliament 
above  mentioned,  and  still  remain  on  the  re- 
cords of  this  House  unimpeached,  and  their  au- 
thority never  judicially  questioned,  to  our 
knowledge,  but  are  often  referred  to  nsri  ap- 
proved by  the  most  learned  authors  and  judges 
of  the  laws  of  this  land  : we  are  therel'ore  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  not  only  wise,  hut  even 
that  the  law  requires,  that  the  judgment  npon 
the  Earl  impeached  should  be  consonnut  in 
this  respect  to  the  judgment  of  this  House,  in 
those  two  instances;  whereby  the  law  of  the 
land  in  this  particular  stands  declared,  as  we 
think,  by  the  authority  of  the  supreme  judica- 
ture of  the  kingdom;  and  which  no  power  less 
than  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  in 
our  opinions,  can  abrogate. 

6.  “ It  having  appeared,  on  the  trial  of  the 
impeached  Lord,  that  the  most  dangerous  and 
destructive  corruptions  have  been  committed 
by  him  whilst  in.  the  highest  station  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  justice,  to  the  great  dis- 
honour of  the  crown,  and  the  detriment  of 
great  numbers  of  the  King’s  subjects ; and,  in 
one  instance,  whilst  he  (with  others)  was  in  the 
exercise  of  the  regal  authority  ; we  think  it  of 
the  highest  consequence  to  the  honour  and  sup-  j 
port  of  his  Majesty’s  government,  mid  the 
satisfaction  ot  the  whole  kingdom,  that  the 
Earl  shuuld,  by  the  judgment  of  this  House, 
have  Keen  incapacitated  from  ever  having  the 
power  or  opportunity  of  re-acting  the  like  cor- 
ruptions, against  which,  as-  we  conceive,  there 
could  be  no  security,  but  by  inflicting  upon 
him  the  disabilities  proposed  m this  question. 

-( Signed,)  Scarsdale,  Greenwich, 

Strafford,  Denbigh,  Buchan,  Halifax, 
Ilarboiougli,  Selkirk,  Orkney,  Ashburu- 
ham,  Wharton,  Carlisle,  LitchGeld, 
Gower,  Brooke,  Bruce,  Manchester, 
Ilay,  Masham,  Northampton,  Abing- 
don, Bristol,  Batburst,  Lechmcre,  Sus- 
sex.” 

Protest  on  a Motion  to  incapacitate  the  said 
Earl  from  sitting  in  Parliament,  %c.  passing 
•a  the  Negative.]  Ttaeu  it  being  moved  to  rer 
solve,  That  the  said  Eart  shall  never  sit  in  par- 
liament, nor  come  witbin  .the  veree  of  the 
court,  after  debate,  it  was  resolved  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  45  against  39. 

“ Dissentient' 

t.  “ We  cannot  agree  to  this  resolution  for 
the  reasons  given  in  the  last  Protest ; and  fur- 
ther, we  conceive,  that  there  was  the  greater 


from  the  determination  of  the  House  on  the 
former  question,  from  whence  (and  also  from 
the  question  having  passed  in  the  negative) 
there  remains,  as  we  apprehend,  no  punishment 
hut  a pecuniary  one,  to  be  inflicted  on  the  im- 
peached Earl  tor  bis  heinous  and  unexampled 
misdemeanors;  which  punishment  we  think 
(and  we  fear  the  whole  nation  will  judge)  to  he 
utterly  unadequate  to  his  transgressions,  and 
not  consistent  with  the  resolutions  already 
passed  by  this  House  upon  the  Earl,  whereby 
he  is  rendered  in  judgment  of  law,  as  we  think, 
an  infamous  person,  and  not  capable  of  bear- 
ing testimony  as  a witness,  much  less  to  sit  in 
this  supreme  court  us  a judge,  perhaps  on 
points  of  the  highest  moment  to  the  kingdom, 
and  over  the  lives,  liberties  and  properties  of 
the  subjects,  many  of  which  he  has,  in  our  opi- 
nions, already  so  notoriously  injured. 

2.  “ Because  we  find,  that  the  punishment 
now  proposed  has  been  inflicted  iu  the  two  in- 
stances of  lord  Bacon  and  the  earl  of  Middle- 
sex ; and  the  like  in  earlier  instances,  particu- 
larly in  the  case  of  Hubert  de  Burgo,  created 
earl  of  Keut,  who  was  afterwards  charged  in 
parliament  for  counselling  the  King  to  cancel 
Magna  Ghana,  anil  for  other  offences-;  and 
was  degraded  from  his  dignity  by  Che  judgment 
of  liis  peers ; and  we  conceive,  that  thp  con- 

: demnation  which  this  House  has  already  pass- 
ed on  this  earl  is  founded  upon  the  most  ag- 
gravated guilt  which  bos  ever  uppeared  iu  any 
criminal,  whose  offences  were  not  capital ; 
amongst  which  his  repeated  wholesales  (os  we 
conceive  them  to  be)  of  the  justice  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  in  the  corrupt  dispositions 
of  the  Ollices  of  the  Masters,  w ere,  as  far  as  in 
him  lay,  so  many  barters  and  sales  of  Magna 
Charta  itself,  by  which  the  sale  of  justice  is 
prohibited. 

3.  “ We  conceive  it  to  be  utterly  inconsis- 
tent with  the  hunour  and  dignity  of  this  House, 
to  suffer  a lord  condemned,  as  we  think,  for 
the  most  dangerous  corruptions  committed  by 
him  whilst  he  was  a judge,  to  continue  after- 
wards in  the  enjoyment  of  his  seat  in  this 
House,  under  no  other  censure  than  of  a fine, 
and  imprisonment  till  that  is  paid ; because, 
we  fear,  it  may  hereafter  give  too  much  en- 
couragement to  the  worst  corruptions  iu  the 
greatest  officers  of  state,  if,  from  the  example 
of  this  earl,  it  should  be  hoped  their  crimes 
may  be  ransomed  by  a small  part,  perhaps,  of 
their  corrupt  and  extorsive  gains ; by  which 
means  the  greatest  offenders  of  this  sort  may 
think  their  impunity  the  more  secure,  by  io 
much  the  higher  that  they  carry,  and  (lie  more 
they  succeed  in  their  corrupt  practices:  We 
think  also,  that  the  sum  of  SO, 000/.,  if  that 
should  be  the  fine,  does  very  little,  if  at  all, 
exceed  the  gross  sums  this  earl  has  received, 
as  we  believe,  in  bounties  from  bis  Majesty, 
ovef  aud  above  the  due  profits  of  his  office's, 
and  the  other  great  sums  he  has  extorted  and 
still  retains ; we  are  therefore  of  opinion,  thnt 
the  infamy,  which,  we  think,  is  due  to  the 

should 
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have  liecn  fixed  upon  liira  by  the  disability 

promised  in  this  question, (Signed),  Scars- 

daie,  Wharton,  Straffurd,  Selkirk,  Man- 
• Chester,  Gower,  Bathurst,  Harb., rough, 
Northampton.  Brooke,  Bruce,  Buchan, 
Denbigh,  Halifax,  Lechmere,  Masham, 
Greenwich,  Asliburnham,  Abingdon, 
Carlisle,  Bristol,  Hay,  Litchfield,  Ork- 
ney.” 

We  dissent  to  the  last  mentioned  Question 
for  the  reasons  following : 

1.  “ For  the  first  Reasons  given  on  the 
foregoing  Question,  which,  we  apprehend, 
hold  the  stronger  against  his  being  permitted 
to  sit  iu  the  highest  court  of  judicature,  since 
it  may  expose  the  judgment  of  this  House  to 
censure,  when  a person  guilty  of  such  corrupt 
practices  shall  be  one  of  the  judges. 

2.  “ We  apprehend,  that  a person  whom 
his  Majesty  has  in  sucli  a manner,  removed 
from  being  a judge  of  his  subjects  properties, 
cannot  he  thought  fit  to  sit  in  this  House,  in 
such  case  as  may  affect  the  lives  of  every  peer 
of  this  House,  and  the  properly  of  all  the  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain. — (Signed), Wharton, 

Poroffet,  Abingdon,  Bruce,  Compton, 
Strafford."  . 

The  Speaker’s  Speech  lo  the  Managers  of  I he 
Impeachment  of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield.] 
May  27.  The  Lords  sent  a Message  to  the 
Commons,  acquainting  them.  That  their  lord- 
ships were  ready  to  give  Judgment  against 
Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  if  the  Commons, 
with  their  Speaker,  would  come  and  demand 
the  same.  Hereupon  a -motion  was  made,  and 
the  question  proposed,  “ That  this  House  will 
demand  Judgment  or  the  Lords  against  Thomas 
carl  of  Macclesfield  which  occasioned  a 
warm  debate,  that  lasted  till  five  in  the  aftet^ 
noon,  when,  the  previous  question  being  put, 
That  the  question  he  now  put,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  by  a majority  of  136  voices 
against  65  ; and  then  the  main  question  being 
put,  it  was  resolved,  “ That  this  House  will 
demand  judgment  against  Thomas  earl  of 
Macclesfield."  This  done,  the  Commons  re- 
solved, neat.  con.  “ That  the  Thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  the  members,  who  were  ap- 
pointed the  Managers  of  the  Impeachment 
against  Thomas  carl  of  Macclesfield,  for  their 
faithful  management  in  their  discharge  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  them.”  Hereupon 

Mr.  Speaker  gave  them  (they  standing  up 
severally  in  their  places)  the  Thanks  of  the 
House,  as  follows : 

“ Gentlemen ; 

“ It  is  with  the  greatest  chearfulness,  that  I 
obey  the  commands  of  the  House  on  this  oc- 
casion, anil  yet  I was  never,  on  any  occasion, 
more  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  performing 
them  as  I ought ; but  I have  this  satisfaction 
in  this  motion’s  being  made  when  I least  ex- 
pected it,  that  my  not  being  prepared  may  be 
some  ex6us*  for  those  defects,  wLsig^  ,1  should 


not  have  been  able  to  have  supplied,  had  I had 
ever  so  long  a time  for  consideration. 

“ Gentlemen ; 

“ You  have  maintained  the  charge  of  the  I 
Commons,  with  that  force  of  argument,  I 
beauty  of  expression,  and  strength  of  reason,  I 
as  would  have  gained  you  the  highest  applause,  I 
in  the  most  flourishing  of  the  Grecian  com-  I 
mon  wealths ; and  I may  add, 

* Nep  dignius  unquam 

' Majestas  meminit  sesc  Romaua  loquutum.’  I 
But  I shall  not  iularge  farther  on  this  part  of 
your  praise,  being  sensible  that  I am  not  able 
to  express  myself  in  a manner  suitable  to  the  1 
dignity  of  the  subject : your  own  tongues  arc  I 
only  suitable  to  such  an  undertaking;  and 
were  I able  to  do  it,  your  modesty  would  not  I 
permit  it : I shall  tiierefore  proceed  in  obeying 
the  commands  of  the  House,  in  such  a manner, 
as  you  yourselves  may  hear  it,  not  only  without  I 
offijnee,  but  I hope  with  satisfaction;  by  en-  I 
deavouring  to  set  in  their  proper  lights  the  I 
great  and  lusting  benefits  your  country  will  | 
receive  by  your  faithful  discharge  of  your  duty. 

“ You  have  stopped  the  cries  of  orphans,  | 
and  dried  up  the  tears  of  the  widow ; even  I 
those  who  must  ever  be  insensible  of  the  bene-  1 
fits  they  receive,  ideots  aud  lunatics,  (and  such  I 
only  can  be  insensible  of  them)  will  be  par-  I 
takers  of  the  fruits  of  your  labours. 

“ But  you  are  more  particularly  intitled  to  ■ 
the  thanks  of  this  House,  by  Laving  made  the 
prosecutions  of  the  Commons,  against  great 
offenders  practicable : The  phwer  of  impeach-  I 
ment,  that  sword  of  vengeance,  which  the  I 
constitution  has  put  into  the  band  of  the  Com-  I 
raous,  (and  which,  when  drawn  hy  party-rage, 
when  directed  by  the  malice  of  faction,  or 
wielded  by  unskilful  hands,  has  too  often  I 
wounded  that  constitution  it  was  intended  to 
preserve)  lias  now,  by  your  able  management, 
turned  its  edge  to  his  proper  object,  a great  I 
offender ; and  if  the  wound  it  has  given,  should  I 
not  be  so  deep,  as  many  expect : yet  you  may  I 
be  very  sure,  it  never  can  be  imputed  to  the 
want  of  strength  in  your  arm : And  I hope  I 
and  trust,  from  your  prudent  conduct  through  ' 
the  whole  progress  of  the  Trial,  that  this  great  | 
privilege  of  the  Commons  will  ever  remain  a . 
terror  to  evil  doers ; and  that  it  may  be  a 
praise  to  them  that  do  well ; the  House  lias  . 
unanimously  come  to  this  resolution, 

“ Resolved,  new.  con.  That  the  Thanks  of  | 
“ this  House  be  given  to  the  members,  who  1 
“ were  appointed  ilieManagersof  the  Impeach- 
“ ment  against  Thomas  carl  of  Macclesfield 
“ for  their  faithful  management  in  their  dis-  I 
“ charge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them.” 

The  Commons  unanimously  resolved,  that 
Mr.  Speaker  be  desired  to  print  the  Speech 
he  had  made  on  that  occasion ; and  sent  sir 
William  Gage  with  a Message  to  the  Lords,  to 
acquaint  them,  That  the  Commons,  with  their 
Speaker,  intended  immediately  to  come  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  to  demand  Judgment  against 

ThojmMml!  de- 
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jired  (lie  Painted  Clmmber  and  passages  to 
the-Unnse  of  Lords  might  he  cleared. 

Which  desire  being  readily  complied  with, 
the  Cointnou9  with  Mr.  Speaker,  (with  the 
mace)  went  up  to  the  bar  of  the  llouse  of  Lords. 

Judgment  pronounced  upon  the  Earl  if 
Macclesfield.]  May  27.  The  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  attended  by  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms  belonging  to  that  House  came,  to  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords.  When  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice,  Speaker  of  this  House,  directed 
the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  to 
bring  thither  the  earl  of  Macclesfield ; who, 
after  low  oheisnnces  made,  kneeled  until  the 
said  Lord  Chief  Justice  acquainted  him,  He 

hen  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons spake  as  follows : 

“ My  Lords, 

“ The  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  in 
parliament  assembled,  in  the  name  of  them- 
selves and  of  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
did,  at  this  bar,  impeach  Thomas  earl  of  Mac- 
clesfield of  High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors; 
and  did  exhibit  Articles  nf  Impeachment  against 
him,  and  have  made  good  their  Charge : 

“ I do,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  knights,' 
citizens,  and  burgesses,  in  parliament  assem- 
bled, and  of  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
demand  Judgment  of  yonr  lordships,  against 
Thomas  carl  of  Macclesfield,  for  the  said  High 
Crimes  and  Misdemeanors." 

After  which,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Lords  said, 

“ Mr.  Speaker;  the  Lords  are  now  ready  to 
proceed  to  Judgment,  in  the  case  by  you  men- 
tioned. 

“ Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 

“ The  Lords  having  unanimously  found  you 
“ Guilty  of  High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors, 
“ charged  on  you  by  the  Impeachment  of  the 
“ House  of  Commons ; so  that  their  lordships 
11  find  themselves  .obliged  to  proceed  to  Judg- 
“ ment  against  you ; which  I am  ordered  to 
11  pronounce : 

“ Therefore  this  High  Court  doth  adjudge, 

“ That  you,  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  be 
“ fined  in  the  sum  of  30,000/.  unto  our 
“ Sovereign  Lord  the  King : and  that  you 
" shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  of 
“ London,  and  there  kept  in  safe  custody 
“ until  you  shall  pay  the  said  fine." 

Which  done,  the  Speaker  with  the  Commons 
withdrew,  and  the  earl  of  Macclesfield  was 
taken  from  the  bar. 

Ordered,  “ That  the  Speaker  of  this  House 
do  give  order  for  the  printing  and  publishing 
the  Trial  of  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield  ; and 
that  no  other  person  but  such  as  he  shall  ap- 
point do  presume  to  print  the  same." 

Ordered,  “ That  the  said  earl  of  Maccles- 
field be  committed  to  the  Tower  of  London, 
mere  to  be  kept  in  safe  custody  until  he  shall 
pay  the  aboveraentioued  6oe  of  30,000/.  to  the 
Ring : and  that  the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the 
Black  Ryd,  IttiorlmaaouEodyitlMi^ 


present  is,  do  him  safely  convey  to  the  said 
Tower,  and  deliver  him  to  the  constable  there- 
of; or,  in  his  absence,  to,  the  lieutenant  or 
deputy  lieutenant  of  the  same;  and  that  the 
suid  constable,  lieutenant  or  deputy  lieutenant, 
do  receive  the  body  of  the  said  earl,  and  him 
keep  in  safe  custody  there,  until  he  shall  have 
paid  the  said  fine 

' Protest  against  committing  the  Bill  in favour 
of  Lord  Bolingbroke.]  May  22.  A report 
being  made  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  Bill,  “ For  enabling  Henry  St. 
John,  late  Viscount  Bolingbroke,  and  his  heirs 
nialo,  notwithstanding  his  attainder,  to  enjoy 
several  estntes,  according  to  such  interests  as 
are  limited  in  a certain  Indenture,  and  other 
assurances  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other 
purposes,”  That  the  Committee  had  made  some 
progress  in  the  Bill ; the  question  was  put, 
whether  the  House  shnll  he  put  into  a Commit- 
tee again  upon  the  said  Bill  on  Monday  next, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  by  46  against 
22. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  we  apprehend  it  to,  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  honour  and  dignity,  which,  in 
all  cases,  should  be  observed  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  House,  to  make  a resolution,  especially 
upon  debate,  to  put  the  House  into  a Commit- 
tee on  this  Bill,  at  the  same  instant  or  moment 
of  time  on  which,  by  an  order  of  the  21st  in- 
stant, it  was  resolved,  that  the  House  would 
farther  proceed  on  the  Impeachment  of  the 
earl  of  Macclesfield  ; and  it  does  not  appear  to 
us,  that  any  precedent  is  to  be  found  on  the 
Joarnals  of  this  House,  to  warrant  this  resolu- 
tion in  that  respect. 

2.  “We  conceive  that  this  resolution  may 
draw  on  a debate  or  doubt  in  the  House,  touch- 
ing the  preference  to  be  given  by  the  House  to, 
the  further  progress  on  this  Bill,  or  to  the  fur- 
ther proceeding  on  the  said  Impeachment ; 
which  debate,  if  any  such  should  happen,  we 
think,  may  be  attended  with  ill  consequences; 
the' matter  of  the  said  Impeachment,  so  press- 


• “ The  earl  of  Macclesfield  was  carried  to 
the  Tower,  and  confined  in  the  same  apart- 
ment us  was  formerly  the  earl  of  Oxford’s; 
and,  three  days  after,  the  King  in  council  or- 
dered his  name  to  be  struck  out  of  the  list  of 
privy-counsellors.  The  earl  paid  his  fine  about 
six  weeks  alter,  and  was  discharged  from  his 
confinement.  Sir  Peter  King,  being  created 
baron  of  Oakham  in  Surrey,  succeeded  him  in 
the  chancellorship."  Tindal. 

A biographical  notice  of  the  earl  of  Mac- 
clesfield will  be  found  in  vol.  7 , p.  558,  of  this 
work. 

Of  a disgraced  favourite  the  excellencies  are 
forgotten,  and  the  errors  magnified.  .Stafford- 
shire, it  was  said  on  this  occasion,  had  pro- 
duced three  of  the  greatest  rogues  that  ever 
existed  ; Jack  Sheppard,  Jonathon  Wild,  and 
lord  Macclesfield.  See  Hatton’s  History  of 
i :J>etbyjripip.<|(17n  J i finny  Digitisatfon  l.nir 
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log  and  necessary,  in  our  opinions,  to  the  pub- 
lic justice  of  the  nation,  being  compared  with 
this  Dill,  which  contains,  as  we  think,  extraor- 
dinary and  undeserved  bounty  and  reward  to  a 
person  impeached  by  die  Commons,  ami  as  yet 
utmitiicd  lor  treasons,  which  tended  to  cite  over- 
throw of  the  Protestant  Succession  to  the  crown 
of  these  realms,  and  to  the  placing  the  Pre- 
tender on  the  throne. (Signal,)  Warring- 

ton, Coventry,  Lechmere.”  * 


the  question  being  put,  that  the  Bill  do  pass,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  i.ffirimilive  by  75  against  25. 

“ Dissentient' 

1.  “ Because  the  purport  and  intention  of 
this  Bill  is  to  repeal  several  acts  of  parliament 
passed  since  his  Majesty’s  accession,  whereby 
all  the  estate  and  interest  of  the  Inte  lord  Bo- 
linghroke,  in  the  lands  mentioned  in  this  Bill, 
being  forfeited  to  the  crown  for  high  treason, 
were  vested  in  trustees,  and  still  remain  appro- 
priated for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  public ; 
the  value  of  which  lauds  amount,  ns  we  believe, 
to  several  thousand  pounds  per  annum  ; we 
therefore  think  it  unjust  to  all  the  subjects  of 
this  kingdom,  who  have  borne  many  heavy 
taxes,  occasioned,  as  we  believe,  in  great  mea- 
sure, by  the  treasons  committed,  and  the  re- 
bellion which  was  encouraged  by  this  person, 
to  take  from  the  public  the  benefit  of  bis  for- 

2.  “ It  appears  from  the  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment exhibited  by  the  Commons  against 
the  late  lord  Bolingbroke,  whereof  lie  now 
stands  attainted  by  Act  of  Parliament,  that  lie 
stood  charged  with  the  commission  of  several 
treasons  of  the  most  flagrant  and  dangerous 
nature,  committed  by  him  whilst  lie  was  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  her  late  Majesty  Queeu  Anne, 
for  traitorously  betraying  her  most  secret  coun- 
cils to  the  king  of  France,  then  at  war  and  in 
enmity  with  lier  Majesty ; and  with  other 
treasons  tending  to  destroy  the  balance  of  Eu- 
rope, and  to  raise  the  then  exorbitant  power  of  I 
the  French  king,  who  not  long  before  had  pub- 
licly acknowledged  the  Pretender  to  be  the 
lawful  and  rightful  king  of  these  realms. 

S.  “ The  treasons  wherewith  he  was  charged, 
we  conceive,  were  fully  confessed  by  his  flight 
from  the  justice  of  parliament;  but  his  guilt 
was  afterwards,  as  we  think,  indisputably  de- 
monstrated by  the  new  treasons  be  openly  and 
avowedly  committed  against  his  present  Ma- 
jesty ; it  being  notorious,  and  it  having  been 
declared  to  the  House  on  the  debate  of  this 
Bill,  that  he  did,  soon  after  his  flight,  enter 
publicly  into  tile  councils  and  services  of  the 
Pretender,  wlm  was  then  fomenting  and  carry- 
ing on  a rebellion  withm  these  kingdoms  for  the 
dethroning  his  Majesty,  into  which  rebellion 
many  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects,  as  well  peers  as 
commoners,  were  drawn,  as  we  believe,  by  the 
example  or  influence  of  the  late  lord  Boling- 
broke; and  for  which  treason  many  peers  and 
sommoBer^rhaTOvbe&nii  siuite  rnKabitedjitwI; 


I.  1725. — Pro/eH  against  the  Bill  [48g 
some  of  them  executed,  and  their  estates  both 
real  and  personal  become  forfeited  by  their  at- 
tainders, and  as  yet  continue  under  those  for- 

4.  “ We  have  not  been  informed  of  any  par-  1 
ticulnr  public  services  which  this  person  hath  | 
performed  to  his  Majesty  or  this  tuition,  since  I 
his  commission  of  the  many  high  and  danger- 
ous treasons  before-mentioned,  and  in  case  lie 
lias  done  any,  they  must  be  of  such  a nature  os  j 
ought,  in  our  opinions,  to  be  rewarded  in  ano-  I 
tlier  manner  than  is  provided  by  this  Bill,  and 
for  which,  we  think,  the  crown  is  otherwise  suf- 
ficiently enabled ; and  the  sincerity  of  his  hav- 
ing quitted  the  interest  of  the  Pretender  may,  j 
in  our  opinions,  be  justly  suspected,  he  never 
having,  as  appears  to  us,  throughout  the  pro-  I 
gress  of  this  Bill  in  both  Houses,  once  signified  I 
his  sorrow  for  the  treasons  he  had  committed ; I 
mid  if  he  had  really  abandoned  that  interest,  I 
his  private  intelligences  or  serviqos,  with  re-  I 
gard  to  the  interest  or  councils  of  the  Pre-  I 
etider,  can’t  reasonably  he  supposed,  in  our  I 
opinions,  to  be  of  great  value. 

5.  “ We  think  that  no  assurances  which  this  | 
person  hath  given,  nor  any  services  lie  can  have 
performed  since  his  commission  of  the  treasons 
aforesaid,  or  any  farther  obligations  lie  can  j 
enter  into,  can  be  a sufficient  security  to  his 
Majesty,  or  the  kingdom,  against  his  future  in- 
sincerity,  which  may  happen,  he  having  already  ! 
so  often  violated  the  most  solemn  assurances  1 
and  obligations,  and  in  defiance  of  them  having  | 
openly  attempted  the  dethroning  of  his  Ma-  ] 
jesty,  and  the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of  liis 
country. 

6.  “ We  think  the  services  lie  may  have  per- 
formed, if  any,' ought  not  to  be  rewarded  either 
in  the  degree  or  the  manner  provided  by  this 
Bill,  it  having  been  found  by  experience,  in 
coses  of  like  nature,  that  the  strongest  as-  . 
surances  imve  afterwards  proved  deceitful ; for  | 
which  reason  we  conceive  it  to  be  unwise  aud 
dangerous  to  give  sucb  rewards  as  cannot  be 
be  recalled,  though  the  assurances  should  be  I 
broke;  and  we  believe  it  to  be  the  known 
policy  and  universal  practice  of  wise  govern- 
ments to  keep  the  persons,  claiming  merit  from 
such  services  as  the  late  lord  Bolingbroke  can 
possibly  have  performed  since  the  commissions 
of  his  treasons,  dependent  on  the  government  I 
for  the  continuance  of  those  rewards. 

7.  “ The  pardon  of  the  late  lord  Bolingbroke, 
under  the  Great  Seal,  having  been  comm  uni- 
cated  to  the  House,  and  under  consideration 
on  the  debate  of  this  Bill,  we  think,  that  this  j 
Bill  ought  not  to  pass,  because  it  may  hereafter  ( 
be  construed,  in  some  degree,  to  confirm  or 
countenance  that  pardon ; and  we  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  that  pardon,  tlioogh  it  may  be  legal 
as  to  the  treasons  committed  by  him  since  his 
attainder,  yet  so  far  as  it  may  be  construed,  » 
that  should  be,  to  pardon  or  affect  the  act  of 
attainder  of  tiie  late  lord  Bolingbroke,  or  the 
impeachment  of  the  Commons,  on  which  that 
act  is  founded,  it  is  a most  dangerous  violation 
/if itha  itKicJMii. cighis  i tj  adi  i freedom  of  the  kiog* 


PARL-  HIST.,  II  Geo.  I.  lIQS.-^JCing’t  Speech  at  the  Closeqf  the  Session.  [482 


Join,  nnd  will  defeat  the  whole  use  and  effect 
ofthe  impeachments  by  the  Commons;  winch 
is,  as  we  think,  the  chief  institution,  arising 
t«en  from  the  constitution  itself,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  government,  and  for  the  at- 
taining parliaineniary  justice ; nnd  tends,  as 
we  conceive,  to  render  the  rights  and  judica- 
ture of  tills  House,  on  impeachments  and  bills 
of  attainder,  vain  and  useless;  all  which  ancient 
rights  of  both  Houses,  and  of  the  subjects  of 
tins  nation,  were  saved  to  them  by  the  Revo- 
lution, and  were  intended,  as  we  conceive,  to 
have  been  for  ever  preserved  tn  them  in  their 
full  extent,  by  the  act  passed  in  the  reign  of 
the  late  king  William,  of  ever  glorious  memory, 
by  which  the  crown  of  these  realms  is  limited 
and  sealed  on  his  preseut  Majesty  and  his 
issue,  and  in  winch  act  it  stands  declared,  that 
no  pardofl  under  the  Great  Seal  shall  be  plead- 
able to  an  impeachment  of  the  Commons. 

8.  “ We  ure  of  opinion,  that  the  power  of 
dispensing  mercy  is  an  ancient  inherent  right 
of  the  crown  of  these  renlms,  and  the  exercise 
of  it  of  great  benefit  to  the  people,  when  it  is 
wisely  and  properly  applied ; but  it  being  in- 
cumbent on  us,  in  the  rote  we  give  for  or 
against  passing  this  Bill,  to' judge  between  the 
late  lord  Bolmgbroke,  and  to  consider  the 
right  and  title  he  appears  to  us  to  have  to  the 
benefits  of  this  Bill,  and  the  concern  which,  on 
the  other  side,  the  honour,  interest  and  safety 
of  the  king  and  his  royal  family,  and  the  whole 
kingdom,  have,  in  our  opinion,  from  the  con- 
sequences of  h,  we  think  we  cannot  be  justified 
in  our  own  thoughts,  with  regard  to  the  latter, 
or  to  our  posterity,  if  we  should  consent  that 

this  Bill  should  pass. [Signed;  Bristol, 

Coventry,  Onslow,  Clinton,  Lechfnere.” 

The  Earl  of  Macclesfield’s  Fine  applied  to 
the  Relief  of  the  Suitors  in  Chancery.']  May  31. 
The  Commons  resolved,  nem.  cor..  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
“ That  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
order,  that  the  Fine  imposed  by  the  House  of 
Lords,  On  Thomas  earl  of  Macclesfield,  or  any 
part  thereof,  as  the  same  shall  be  paid  into  the 
Exchequer,  be  issued  and  paid  into  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  to  ba  applied  towards  making 
good  any  of  the  losses  of  the  Suitors  occasioned 
by  the  deficiencies  of  the  Masters  of  the  said 
Court,  as  that  Court  shall  think  fit  to  direct.” 
And  it  was  ordered,  That  the  said'Adriress  he 
presented  to  his  Majesty  by  such  members  of 
the  House  ns  are  of  his  Majesty’s  most  honour- 
able privy  council.  About  lralf  an  hour  after. 
Mr.  Robert  Wulpole  reported  to  the  House, 
That  the  said  Address  had  been  presented  to 
his  Majesty  ;■  nnd  tlmt  his  Majesty  had  cum- 
®anded  bun  to  acquaint  the  House,  That  he 
would  give  the  necessary  orders  according  to 
the  desire  of  the  House. 


Majesty  gave  the  royal  assent  to  the  Bill  in 
favour  of  the  late  lord  viscount  Bolingbruke, 
and  to  several  other  Hills. 

After  winch  the  lord  King*,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  read  his  Majesty's  Speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  us  follows: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ 1 am  come  to  put  an  end  to  this  session  of 
parliament,  which,  though  it  has  been  extended 
to  an  unexpected  length,  has  been  so  well 
employed  for  the  service  and  interest, of  the 
public,  thnt  I assure  myself  it  will  be  to  the 
general  satisfaction  of  ibe  nation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

“ The  prudent  use  you  have  made  of  the 
present  flourishing  slate  of  credit,  by  a certain 
reduction  of  more  than  3,700,000/  to  nn  in- 
terest of  4 per  cent,  and  by  n wise  provision 
for  tbe  redemption  thereof  by  Parliament, 
without  farther  notice,  on  payment  of  such 
sums  as  the  circumstances  of  the  government 
will  from  tinie  to  time  admit,  has  secured  a 
considerable  addition  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  not 
subject  to  the  hazard  of  future  events. 

■“  You  have  not  only  raised  the  supply  for 
the  service'  of  the  current  year,  at  the  lowest 
rate  of  interest  that  has  ever  been  known,  but 
Vilhout  laying  any  new  burthen  on  my  people: 
you  have  enabled  me  to  discharge  the  debts  of 
my  Civil  Government ; debts  contracted  by  ne- 
cessary and  unavoidable  expences,  and  in  sup- 
port of  such  measures  of  government  as  have 
greatly  increased  the  hnppincs9  of  my  people  ; 
you  have  thereby  shewn  your  just  regard  to 
my  honour,  and  the  dignity  of  the  crown. 


* Of  Lord  Chancellor  King,  who  was  nephew, 
on  his  mother's 'side,  to  our  gi  cut  metaphysi- 
cian Mr.  Locke,  the  following  particulars  are 
recorded  on  his  monument  in  Ockham  church, 
Surry,  and  in  Collins's  Peerage : 

“ He  was  horn  in  the  city  of  Exeter,  of  wor- 
thy and  substantial  parents,  but  with  a genius 
greatly  superior  to  his  birth.  By  his  industry, 
prudence,  learning  and  virtue,  he  raised  him- 
self to  the  highest  reputation,  and  to  the  most 
dignified  employments  in  the  state.  He. ap- 
plied himself  to  his  studies  in  the  Middle  Tem- 
ple, and  to  an  exact  and  complete  knowledge 
of  all  the  branches  of  the  law,  he  added  the 
most  extensive  learning,  theological  and  civil. 
He  was  chosen  n member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1699;  Recorder  of  tbe  city  of 
London  in  1708,  and,  in  the  same  year,  had 
tbe  honour  of  knighthood  conferred  on  him  by 
queen  Anne.  On  the  Accession  of  Georg*  the 
First  in  1714,  be  was  made  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas.  In  1725  he  was  created 
Baton  King  of  Ockham,  in  Surry  ; and  raised 
to  the.  post  of  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land, wliicb  he  held  also  in  the  f<  ign  of  George 
. the  Second.  But  sinking  intef  a paralytic  dis- 
The  King's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Session.]  ease,  under  the  labour  'and  fatigues  of  Ibis 
Hie  same  day,  the  King  being  conic  to  the  woigluy  place,  he  resigned  it  iu  November  1733, 
Haute  of  Lords,  with  the  usual  state,  and  the  ! nnd  dir.d  July  21,  1734,  need  65:  n (lend/ 
Commons  bei^teWp'm 
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<<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

« As  all  our  public  blessings  we  the  happy 
effects  of  the  general  tranquillity  we  now  enjoy, 
I cannot  hut  express  my  satisfaction  in  the 
provision  you  have  made  for  suppressing  and 
preventing  disturbances  and  commotions,  in 
those  parts  where  the  pence  of  the  kingdom 
might  have  been  most  endangered.  Nothing 
more  remains  necessary,  than  to  tell  you,  that 
I entirely  depend  on  the  faithful  discharge  of 
your  duties  in  your  several  stations,  and  ou 
your  constant  care  ill  your  respective  coun- 
tries, to  preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
public;  but  I know  not  how  to  part  with  you 
without  first  returning  you  my  very  hearty 
thanks,  for  the  many  repented  instances  you 
have,  in  this  session,  given  me  of  your  duty 
aud  affection;  all  such  returns  may  be  ex- 
pected from  me,  as  can  be  made  by  the  most 
indulgent  prince  to- -nn  affectionate  and  loyal 
people." 

Then  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
by  his  Majesty’s  command,  prorogued  the 
parliament  to  the  1st  day  of  July  following. 

Principal  Occurrences  during  thb  Re- 
cess.— Knights  of  the  Bath  revived. — The 
King  sets  nut  for  Hanover. — Riots  in  Scot- 
land.— Foreign  Affairs. — Treaty  of  Vienna.— • 
Treaty  of  Hanover. — The  King’s  stormy  Pas- 
sage to  England .]  Preseutly  after  the  end 

of  the  session,  the  King  revived  the  order  of 
Knights  of  the  Bath,  of  whom  prince  William 
was  the  first,  and  the  duke  of  Montague  was 
appointed  grand  master.  Among  the  knights 
were  sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  his  son  the 
lord  Walpole.  The  whole  number  was  38, 
including  the  sovereign.  Several  promotions 
were  likewise  made.  Mr.  Methuen  was  ap- 
pointed treasurer  of  the  houshold,  and  the  earl 
Lincoln,  cofferer  in  the  room  of  Mr,  Pulteney. 
William  Bateman  was  created  baron  of  Cal- 
more,  in  Ireland,  and  viscount  Bateman. 
Soon  after  sir  Robert' Walpole  was  made 
Knight  of  the  Garter.1* 


*“  On  this  event  Walpole  had  the  hononr  of 
being  congratulated  by  the  author  of  the  Night 
Thoughts,  in  a poem  called  the  Instalment. 
The  Poet  commences  in  an  exalted  strain  of 
panegyric,  by  invoking  the  shades  of  the  de- 
ceased knights  to  descend  from  Heaven  to 
assist  at  the  inauguration  of  their  new  com- 

Ye  mighty  dead,  ye  garter’d  sons  of  praise ! 

Our  mormng  stars  I our  boast  in  former  days  ! 
Which  hov'ring  o’er,  your  purple  wings  display. 
Lur’d  by  Hie  pomp  of  this  distinguish’d  day, 

Stoop  and  attend : by  one  I he  knee  b=  bound  ; 
One,  throw  the  mantle's  crimson  folds  around  j 
By  that,  the  sword  on  his  proud  thigh  be  plac’d, 
This,  clasp  the  diamond  girdle  round  his  waist ; 

His  tircast,  with  rays,  let  just  Godplphin  spread ; 
Wise  Burleigh  plant  the  plumage  on  his  head ; 

And  Edward  own,  since  first  he  fix'd  the  race, 

None  prest  fair  glory  with  a swifter  pace.” 
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The  King  having  settled  his  affairs  in  Eng- 
land, and  appointed  ihe  lords  justices,  set  out 
for  Hanover  the  3rd  of  June. 

The  Scots,  ever  since  the  Union,  had  very 
mi  willingly  paid  nny  of  the  taxes  tlmt  hnd  been 
Inid  on  llie  United  Kingdom;  und  had  behaved 
on  all  snch  occasions,  as  if  they  thought  them, 
selves  injured,  when  they  were  obliged  to  con- 
tribute any  thing  towards  the  public  expence. 
The  enemies  to  the  government  failed  not  to 
feed  this  ill  humour,  and,  under  colour  of  zeal 
for  the  old  constitution,  to  set  the  people 
against  thnt,  which  was  now  established.  The 
Malt-iax  was  most  clamoured  against ; and  it 
was  foreseen,  that  it  would  not  be  collected 
without  peril  to  the  officers.  At  Edinburgh 
indeed,  the  excisemen  were  suffered  to  take  an 
account  of  the  malstcrs'  stock  in  hand ; but 
those  at  Glasgow  were  obliged  to  apply  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  excise  at  Edinburgh  for 
protection  and  assistance,  their  lives  being 
threatened,  if  they  offered  to  visit. the  malt- 
houses.  The  commissioners  applied  to  major- 
general  Wade,  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces 
in  Scotland,  who,  on  the  23rd  of  June,  sent 
captain  Bushel,  with  two  companies  of  sol* 
diers  to  Glasgow,  where  they  arrived  the  next 
day  in  the  evening.  At  their  entrance  into  the 
town,  they  found  a great  mob  of  men,  women, 
and  boys,  who  gave  them  abusive  language, 
and  threw  stones  at  them,  as  they  marched 
along  the  streets  crying  aloud,  No  Malt-tax. 
The  officer  desired  them  to  forbear,  for  he 
meant  them  no  harm.  The  provost  gave  him 
billets  for  qnartering  his  men,  but  told  him,  he 
could  not  put  him  in  possession  of  the  guard- 
room, because  the  rabble  had  locked  it  up, 
and  carried  away  the  key,  as  soon  as  they 
heard  the  soldiers  were  coining.  The  officer, 
unwilling  to  exasperate  them,  by  forcing  opeu 
tho  dnor,  ordered  the  guard  to  be  kept  at  a 
public  house,  which  they  hired  for  that  purpose. 
About  11  o’clock  tlmt  night,  several  thousands 
of  the  inob  got  together  about  the  bouse  of  Mr. 
Daniel  Campbel,  representative  in  parliament 
for  Glasgow,  threatening  to  plunder  it.  Upon 
which  captain  Bushel  sent  an  officer  to  the  pro- 
vost, lettiug  him  know  the  mischief  they  de- 
signed to  commit ; and  that  he  was  ready  with 
his  men  to  assist  him  in  preventing  it.  But 
his  answer  was,  He  thought  the  number  of  his 
soldiers  too  few,  and  therefore  he  would  make 
no  use  of  them.  Thus  the  rabble,  finding  no 
opposition,  nor  even  the  appearance  of  a ma- 
gistrate to  restrain  their  fury,  with  hatchets  and 
other  instruments  forced  into  the  house,  and 
turned  out  two  or  three  of  Mr.  Caropbel’s  ser- 
vants (he,  with  his  wife,  having  the  day  before 
retired  to  his  country-house)  and  fell  to  plun- 
dering every  thing  they  could  carry  away,  and 
destroying  what  was  not  portable.  This  riot 
continued  till  nine  the  next  morning,  when  seve- 
ral of  the  inob  were  lying  drunk  in  the  house,  with 
the  wine  and  liquors  they  found  in  the  cellars, 
but  the  magistrates  did  not  gc-t  any  of  them  se- 
cured. The  officers  of  the  excise  hid  them- 
SoeWBsiw'wietbw  cbuMT'ilome  of  them 
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fell  into  the  hands  of  the  mob,  mid  with  great 
difficulty  escaped  with  their  lives,  after  having 
been  unmercifully  beaten.  The  rabble  were 
then  pretty  quiet,  till  about  four  in  the  ufternunn, 
when  they  began  to  meet  again ; women,  or 
men  in  womens  clonths,  beating  drums  about 
the  streets  to  call  them  together.  Captain 
Bushel,  not  knowing  what  their  designs  might 
be,  ordered  the  soldiers  to  be  near  the  guard- 
room,  which  the  provost  had  now  caused  to  be 
opened  : But  the  mob  did  not  long  keep  their 
secret ; for  they  advanced  towards  the  guard, 
crying,  4 Drive  the  dogs  out  of  town : We  will 
cut  them  to  pieces.’  The  officer  said  again 
* We  mean  you  no  hurt,  but,  if  you  continue 
to  provoke  the  soldiers,  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
restrain  them  from  firing  at  you.’  The  rabble 
answered,  4 You  dare  not  fire  with  ball and 
continued  throwing  stones  in  such  quantities, 
and  so  large,  that  they  broke  same  of  the  locks 
of  the  soldiers  pieces,  and  their  bayonets,  and 
wounded  several  men.  Upon  which  they 
were  ordered  to  fire  over  the  heads  of  the  mob 
to  frighten  them  ; but  they  advanced  still  upon 
the  soldiers,  und  throwing  stones  in  greater 
quantities,  the  soldiers  at  last  fired  on  them, 
and  killed  or  wounded  three  or  four,  which 
wade  them  retire  to  some  distance.  In  this 
short  interval,  the  provost  sent  to  captain 
Bushel,  desiring  him  to  save  himself  and  his 
men,  by  retreating  out  of  the  town ; for  the 
rioters  were  collecting  all  the  arms  they  could  ; 
and,  if  he  did  not  march  awdy,  there  would  be 
more  bloodshed.  The  captain,  taking  his  ad- 
vice, marched  immediately  for  Dunbarton, 
being  followed  by  great  numbers  of  the  mob, 
and  that  so  closely,  that  he  was  forced  to  fire 
now  and  then  to  secure  his  retreat  out  of  the 
town.  Three  or  four  hundred  of  them  followed 
him  six  miles,  hut  they  durst  not  coine  up  with 
him.  lie  sent  an  officer  from  Dunbarton  to 
Edinburgh,  to  give  general  Wade  an  account  of 
what  had  happened ; and,  on  the  8th  of  July, 
the  general,  accompanied  by  Duncan  Forbes, 
lord  advocate,  set  out  from  Edinburgh,  and  at 
noon  the  next  day  joined  n body  of  forces, 
that  had  been  ordered  to  draw  together  on  a ' 
moor  within  two  miles  of  Glasgow,  consisting 
of  four  troops  of  horse,  and  a detachment  of 
colonel  Campbel’s  dragoons ; eight  companies 
of  the  earl  of  Deloraiue’s  regiment  of  foot ; 
the  earl  of  Stair’s  regiment,  and  one  of  the 
aew-raised  Highland  companies.  The  general 
wrote  a letter  to  the  magistrates  to  let  them 
know  he  was  coming  ; and  the  next  ilay,  about 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternAon,  entered  the  town  ; 
the  troops  advancing  with  silence  and  good 
order;  and  they  were  distributed  into  quarters 
without  any  disturbance.  The  two  following 
days  the  excisemen  were  set  to  take  an  account 
of  the  malsiers  stock  in  hand,  and  had  quiet  ad- 
mittance. The  rioters  having  endeavoured  by 
circular  letters  to  every  town  of  any  note  to 
excite  tumults,  the  mob  rose  July  the  9th,  at 
Elgin,  attacked  in  the  night-time  three  soldiers, 
who  were  posted  centinels  at  a. shop,  wherein, 
was  lodged  a tkat  had  been 


seised  by  the  Custom-house  officers,  and  obliged 
the  soldiers  to  fire  in  their  own  defence,  by 
which  one  ol  the  rabhle  was  killed.  The  sol- 
diers being  overpowered  were  put  in  prisou  by 
the  magistrates  ; and  the  mob  immediately  car- 
ried oil' the  brandy.  The  inalsters  at  Glasgow 
Complied  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment. Many  of  the  rioters  were  seized  ; most 
of  them  menu  persons.  Near  an  hundred  wit- 
nesses were  exnm ined',  hut  little  or  uothingwos 
found  against  any  of  them  : It. was  all  laid  ou 
those,  who  lied,  and  on  strangers.  The  gene- 
ral and  the  lord  advocate,  having  staid  a week 
at  Glasgow,  returned  to  Edinburgh.  The  lord 
advocate  committed  seventeen  men  and  boys, 
and  four  women,  to  prison.  The  provost, 
bailiffs,  dean  of  guild,  and  deacon  couveener 
were  also  apprehended,  and  the  next  day, 
under  a strong  guard  of  dragoons,  sent  to  Edin- 
burgh. When  they  came  near  the  city,  there 
was  a vast  concourse  of  people  at  such  an  un- 
usunland  unexpected  sight,  besides  a great  ninny 
merchants  and  men  of  note  on  horseback,  who 
went  out  to  meet  them,  and  accompanied  them 
to  the  prison  doors,  the  Glasgow  magistrates 
being  in  coaches.  They  did  not  continue  long 
under  confinement ; for,  this  affair  being 
brought  before  the  lords  justiciary,  they  were 
unanimous  in  their  opinions,  that  they  were  in- 
nocent ; upon  which  they  were  immediately  set 
at  liberty.  It  was  reported,  thnl  the  whole 
royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  had  come  to  a reso- 
lution to  stand  out  against  payment  ol  the  malt- 
tax.  But  they  were  so  far  from  doing  it,  that, 
the  convention  being  assembled  at  Edinburgh 
on  the  Ttli  of  July,  they  resolved  to  write  a cir- 
cular letter  to  each  of  the  royal  boroughs,  to  be 
sent  by  express,  testifying  the  (alshood  of  that 
report,  and  their  abhorrence  of  the  thought  of 
resisting  or  not  paying  due  obedience  to  the 
law,  which  1ms  enacted  the  levying  of  that  tax, 
exhorting  the  magistrates  and  governors  of  each 
royal  borough,  to  concur  vigorously  with  the 
officers  of  the  revenue,  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws  relating  thereto,  uud  in  suppressing  of  all 
mobs,  riots,  and  tumultuous  assemblies ; and 
requiring  them  every  where  to  use  all  diligence 
for  the  discovery  of  the  authors  of  such  mali- 
cious reports  and  seditious  practices ; and  to 
acquaint  the  annual  committee  of  the  conven- 
tion therewith,  that  the  Offenders  might  be  pro- 
secuted, and  brought  to  deserved  punishment 
tit  the  suit  of  the  convention,  as  disturbers  of 
the  public  peace.  The  rioters  at  Glasgow 
%vere  brought  to  their  trial  before  the  court  of 
justiciary,  of  which  the  earl  of  Uny  was  chief ; 
nticl,  Walter  Buchan  ofl,  William  Hamilton, 
George  Macfarlane,  Patrick  Miichcl,and  Janet 
Balleny,  being  found  guilty  of  the  riot,  the  four 
men  were,  the  next  day,  sentenced  to  be  trans- 
ported, after  they  had  been  scourged  at  Glas- 
gow by  the  common  hangman  ; and  Balleny, 
the  woman,  was  sentenced  to  stnnd  twice  in 
the  pillory  there  ; so  that  no  capital  punish- 
ment was  inflicted  on  any  of  these  offenders. 

. ( .f  Gj^ral'Wa^e  did  ^ewUeMpIj^r:  very  ira* 
portant' service1  to  the  public,  by  disarming, 
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Cursuant  lo  the  act  of  parliament,  the  liigh- 
in tiers,  Mackenzies,  Mucdonnlds,  Grunts  of 
Glenmoriston,  Mncleods,  Chisholms, Stewarts, 
Camerons,  Mncphersons,  Mackintoshes,  Mnc- 
greaors,  Gordons,  Furquharsons,  Macfarluns, 
and  other  clans,  their  tribes  and  followers  ; ns 
also  the  inhahitniits  of  the  isles  of  Sky  nod 
Mull;  the  arms  amounting  to  between  two  and 
three  thousand.  The  compouies  of  the  sol- 
tliers  left  in  the  highlands  were  so  posted,  that 
they  possessed  nil  '.the  considerable  passes  autl 
tlierehy  prevented  the  stealing  of  cattle. 

As  to  foreign  nffuirs,  there  were  great  altera- 
tions.abroad  this  year*  Mention  has  been 
mnde  of  the  marriage  of  Lewis,  prince  of  Astu- 
rias, with  the  duke  of  Orleans’s  second  daugh- 
ter, nnd  of  king  Philip's  resignation  of  the 
crown  to  his  son.  It  has  been  also  related, 
how  Lewis  XV.  of  France  was  married  to  the 
infatun  of  Spain  ; and  madamoiselle  de  Beau- 
jolois,  another  of  the  duke  of  Orleans’s  daugh- 
ters,- to  don  Curios,  infiint  of  Spain  by  king 
Philip’s  second  wife.  The  first  marriage  was 
consummated,  bin  soon  after  dissolved  by  the 
death  of  Lewis  king  of  Spain.  Upon  his  de- 
cease, his  father,  king  Philip,  resumed  the 
crown.  In  the’  beginning  of  March  1704-fi, 
tlie  French  king,  who  could  never  gain  upon 
himself  to  Be  tolerably  civil  to  the  young  in- 
fanta, declared  his  resolution  to  send  her  hack 
into  Spain.  This  was  so  highly  resented  by 
the  court  of  Spain,  particularly  by  the  Queen, 
that  it  was  resolved  to  send ’back  to  France 
madamoiselle  de  Benpjolois,  whose  marriage 
with  don  Carlos  was  yet  imeonsummated ; 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  at  the  same 
time-  the  infanta  was  sent  to  Madrid,  the  Spa- 
nish ministers,  the  marquis  de  Monteleoue,  und 
Patrick  Lawless(the  Pretender’s  agent  in  Eng- 
land in  queen  Anne's  reign)  returned  with  her. 

The  queen  of  Spain's  resentment  did  not  end 
here.  She  resolved  the  French  should  inter- 
meddle no  more  in  the  Spanish  affairs,  anti 
offered  to  adjust  her  differences  with  the  era- 
eror  (for  which  the  congress  of  Cambray  had 
eeu  appointed)  under  the  sole  mediation  of 
Grcat-Brituiu.  This  offer  was  refused  by  king 
George  upon  many  accounts.  The  eniperor 
was  so  far  from  seeking  the  sole  mediation 
of  Great  Britain,  with  the  same  warmth  as 
Spain,  that  he  shewed  such  a coolness  on  the 
occasion,  ns  not  only  indicated  a jealousy,  but 
foretold  an  unsuccessful  issue  in  case  it  was 
assumed,  besides,  the  accepting  of  it,  in  order 
to  gratify  the  passions  of  the  queen  of  Spain,- 
must  have  disobliged  France,  w ith  whom,  ever 
since  the  death  of  Lewis  XIV.  the  British  court 
had  coritracied  the  strictest  friendship.  The 
same  motive  still  subsisted,  that  had  induced 
king  George  to  enter  into  a reciprocal  confi- 
dence with  that  croivn,  the  title  of  the  house  of 
Orleans  to  that  monarchy  in  virtue  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  The  young  king  was  ns  yet  a 
minor,  mid  unmarried,  and  the  duke  of  Bour- 
bon, prime  minister  of  I'rauce,  who  solely  guid.- 
ed  the  helm,  was  next  in  reversion  to  the  crown, 
after  the  jBtffig  |f  mW-11 
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rietl,  and  of  a weak  constitution.  The  rool- 
ncss  therefore  of  the  emperor,  the  engugemci|t 
with  France,  and  the  prospect  of  disuniting  jg» 
ever  the  house  of  Bourbon,  by  means  of  i)le 
branches  of  Orleans  and  Condfi,  induced  king 
George  not  to  accept  the  sole  mediation,  at 
the  hazard  of  losing  France,  without  ally  op. 
pearance  of  gaining,  or,  if  gained,  of  keeping 
Spain  one  moment  fixed  to  his  interest  or  al- 
liance. Upon  the  King’s  refusal  of  the  sole 
mediation,  the  emperor  ami  queen  of  Spain 
resolved  to  adjust  their  differences  by  n secret 
negotiation.  This  ivus  managed  oil  thy  part  of 
Spain  by  the  baron  de  Rippcrdn,  a Dutchman, 
who  had  abandoned  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  eniered  into  the  Spanish  service.  The 
fust  treaty  of  Vienna  was  soon  concluded,  and 
signed  the  30th  of  April,  and,  the  next  day,  a 
treaty  of  commerce  was  also  signed.  It  was 
urged,  that,  the  mediators  having  for  several 
years  in  vain  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the 
emperor  nnd  king  of  Spain,  they  resolved  to 
do  it  by  themselves  without  the  inleivention  of 
any  other  power,  especially  since  France  had 
affronted  Spain,  by  sending  back  the  infanta, 
nod  England  had  refused  to  continue  her  me- 
dial ion  at  Cambray  without  France. 

By  these  Treaties,  lire  emperor  acknow- 
ledges Philip  V.  ns  lawful  king  of  Spain  and  the 
Indies,  nnd  promises  not  to  molest  him  in  the 
possession  of  the  dominions  secured  to  him  by 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  nor  to  appropriate  to 
himself  any  right  to  them.  King  Philip,  on 
his  part,  renounces  all  his  pretensions  to  the 
dominions  in  Italy  and  the  Netherlands,  ad- 
judged to  the  emperor  by  the  treaty  of  London, 
ill  July  1722.  The  emperor  grants  (without 
the  consent  of  the  empire)  the  investiture  of 
the  dukedoms  of  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Pla- 
centia, to  the  queen  of  Spnin's  eldest  son,  in 
case  these  dukedoms  should  be  vacant  for  want 
of  heirs;  the  deierminaiionjof  king  George  and 
the  regent  of  France  in  the  treaty  of  London, 
that  they  are  masculine  fiefs  of  the  empire, 
being  taken  for  granted.  .Spain  agreed  to 
guarantee  the  succession  of  the  Austrian  do- 
minions according  to  the  pn-ginatic  sanction. 
By  the  treaty  of  commerce,  the  emperor’s 
subjects  syere  to  have  commercial  advantages 
in  Spain,  to  which  no  others  were  entitled; 
Spain  was  to 'guarantee  the  Osreud  trade  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  p>y  an  annual  subsidy  of 
about  four  millions  of  pieces  of  eight. 

The  treaty  of  peace  was  not  liable  to  any 
great  objection,  though  the  article,  by  which 
Spain  agreed  to  guarantee  the  succession  of  the 
Austrian  dominiuns,  accortling  to  the  prag- 
matic sanction,  gave  some  room  to  suspect,  it 
was  to  operate  in  favour  of  Spain.  And  there- 
fore it  did  not  alarm  the  other  stntc-s,  blit  it 
was  not  the  same  with  the  treaty  of  commcrfe, 
which  was  so  much  to  the  advantage  of  Eng- 
land and  Holland,  particularly  with  regard  to 
the  privileges  granted  to  the  Osteud  India 
Company. 

ant,  besides  these  treaties, , king  George  had 

fcV  mm  «■ 
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puguaut  to  i lie  interest  of  Great  Britain,  was 
also  concluded.  This  suspicion  was  afterwards 
confirmed,  not  only  by  souie  indiscreet expr.es- 
lioMof  ftipperda,  but  by  the  most  positive  in- 
tJligence  from  different  persons,  nil  capable  of 
knowing  the  truth,  and  all  concurring  in  the 
most  material  facts.  By  this  third  treaty, 
which  was  carefully  concealed,  it  was  declared 
that  the  Spanish  minister  lmving  represented 
that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  had  promised 
the  restitution  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon, 
and  (hat  the  king  of  Spuio  did  insist  upon  it, 
the  emperor  would  concur  in  employing  force 
for  restoring  Gibraltar  to  Spain,  if  it  could 
be  amicably  effected.  King  GeoVge  had  mi 
over  cause  to  believe,  that  several  other  points 
of  still  more  dangerous  consequence,  were 
settled  between  the  emperor  and  Spain,  parti- 
cularly that  ihe  two  arch-duchesses  sbnuld  he 
married  to  the  infants  of  Spain,  and  that  means 
should  bo  taken  for  placing  the  Pretender  on 
die  throne.  This  last  article  the  king  was 
informed  of  by  a person  of  great  rank,  vera- 
city, and  credit,  though  the  emperor  himself! 
ordered  his  ministers  tn  give,  in  his  name,  the 
most  solemn  denial  of  the  fact.  It  must  indeed 
be  owned,  that  the  duke  of  Bavaria  received 
likewise  assurances  equally  strong. from  the 
ministers  of  Vienna,  that  nothing  had  been 
transacted  between  the  emperor  and  the  court 
of  Madrid,  relating  to  the  marriage  of  an  nrck- 
duchess  to  a prince  of  Spain,  though  it  was 
afterwards  owned  by  the  imperial  ministers, 
and  the  execution  of  it  openly  demanded  by 
those  of  Spain.  And  it  may  here  be  observed, 
diat,  if  those  marriages  had  taken  place,  aud 
the  French  kiug  and  the  prince  of  Asturias  at 
that  time,  both  princes  of  weak  constitutions. 
Bad  died  without  issue,  it  would  have  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  most  formidable  power  ever 
known  in  Europe,  by  uniting  together  in 
one  sovereign  all  the  dominions  belonging  to 
the  bouses  of  Austria  and  Bourbon. 

In  consequence  of  these  treaties  between  the 
emperor  and  Spain,  great  sums,  amounting  to 
about  a million  sterling,  wore  remitted  in  six 
months,  from  the  signing  of  them  by  Spain,  to 
Vienna.  The  court  of  Vicuna  gave  immedi- 
ately the  necessary  orders  for  an  augmentation 
of  their  own  forges,  with  thirty  thousand  men, 
“»d  took  immediately  into  their  pay  thirty 
thousand  more.  Negotiations  were  set  on 
foot  fur  engaging  other  powers  in  support  of 
dictr  cause  ; and  particularly  Russia,  by  her 
•fetasiqn,  was  to  furnish  thirty  thousand  men. 

King  George,  justly  alarmed  at  these  pro- 
ceedings, resolved  to  take  such  precautions,  as  , 
were  like !y  to  defeat  the  pernicious  designs  of 
wa  new  allies.  The  court  of  Vienna  had  be- 
haved with  uncommon  coolness  towards  the 
court  of  London,  ever  since  the  accession  of 
*“»g  George.  The  emperor,  whether  out  of 
“me  old  personal  enmity  to  the  king,  or  from 
fes jealousy  of  seeing  a Protestant  pririre  of 
'fortnany  become  sovereign  of  a powerful  na- 
uoo,  behaved  with  great  iudifference,  and  in  a. 
»cry  contradfeiSi'iT  ’ 1 wWiSaS1  Wifi'  bu 1 


many  occasions.  He  refused  to  guaranty  the 
succession  in  his  line,  and  dented  him  the  in- 
vestiture of  the  duchies  of  Bremen  and  Ver- 
den,  which  he  had  a right  to  demand  and  ex- 
pect, as  a purchaser  and  member  of  the  em- 
pire. To  this  may  be  added,  tbe  late  erection 
and  support  of  the  Ostend  India  company,  in 
violation  of  treaties,  which  greatly  affected  the 
British  commerce  to  the  East-Indies,  and 
against  which  tbe  whole  nation  made  loud 
complaints.  Led  by  these  motives,  the  treaty 
of  llanover  was  projected  by  king  George,  to 
check  the  ambitious  views  of  the  emperor  aud 
king  (or  rather  queen)  of  Spain,  who,  from 
being  irreconcilable  enemies,  ran  into  each 
other’s  arms  voluntnrily,  tying  themselves  down 
by  treaty  to  tbe  closest  and  strictest  friendship. 
Tbe  king  succeeded  in  his  design,  and  a treaty 
was  concluded  in  September  between  England, 
France,  and  Prussia,  in  the  usual  forms  of  n 
defensive  alliance,  with  a mutual  guaranty  to 
protect  the  respective  countries  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, those  of  commerce  in  particular,  which 
the  parties  enjoyed  or  ought  to  enjoy,  as  well 
out  of  as  in  Europe;  which  had  a view  to  the 
Ostend  company.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
treaty  that  reflected  directly  or  implicitly  upon 
the  conduct  of  any  other  power:  Nor  was 
there  any  expression  to  he  found  in  it,  nor  in- 
ference from  it,  or  from  the  consequent  mea- 
sures, to  shew  it  was  projected  to  increase  the 
dominions  and  claims  of  the  electorate  of 
Hanover,  or  to  involve  Great-Britain  in  the 
quarrels  of  that  electorate,  or  could  give  of- 
fence to  any  but  those  who  intended  to  offend. 
The  treaty  was  to  last  fifteen  years.  There 
were  three  separate  articles : The  first  related 
to  die  affair  of  Thorn,  and  was  an  engagement 
to  procure  satisfaction  for  what  had  been  done 
contrary  to  the  treaty  of  Oliva.’  By  the  se- 
cond the  two  kings  electors  engaged,  in  case 
the  emperor  declared  wnr  against  France,  not 
only  to  furnish  their  quota  of  troops,  but  to  act 
in  concert  with  his  most  Christian  Majesty. 
By  die  third,  France  consented,  that,  if  the 
empire  declared  against  her,  the  two  electors 
kings  might  furnish  their  quota,  provided  they 
furnished  no  more,  mid  fulfilled  their  engage- 
ments to  his  most  Christian  Majesty.  Thu* 
was  concluded  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  which 
has  been  painted  in  more  invidious  colours, 
than  any  transaction  during  die  reign  of  king 

The  King,  having  settled  affairs  abroad  set 
out  from  Hanover  on  the  18tb  of  December, 
O.  S.  and  cams  to  Helvoet-Sluyce,  where  sir 
John  Norris  wailed  with  the  convoy  ilnd  yachts, 
and  where  he  embarked  on  hoard  the  Carolina 
yacht  on  New-year's-dny,  about  one  in  die  af- 
ternoon. Towards  seven  that  evening  there, 
arose  a most  violent  storm  with  rain  and  hail, 
wicli  separated  the  ships  one  from  another, 
except  one  man  of  war,  commanded  by  cap- 
tain Dancey,  who  keut  company  with  the 
king’s  yacht,  on  hoard  which  was  sir  John 
Norris.  The  tempest  continued  so  high,  and 
■lli^eS^baisterJU^^y'aii-hours,  that 
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the  whole  fleet  wns  in  the  utmost  danger.  On 
the  3d  of  January,  the  yachts  and  men  of  war 
were  near  Dover;  and  one  of  the  yachts, 
with  some  of  the  king’s  attendants,  entered  the 
river;  but  it  wns  thought  more  udvisable,  that 
the  king  should  land  at  Rye,  where  he  arrived 
about  noon.  The  king  went  immediately  into 
the  small  boat,  the  tide  being  down ; und,  as 
soon  as  lie  could  reach  a horse,  which  captain 
Pigram  had  brought  him,  he  mounted  it,  rode 
by  the  wall,  and  over  the  new  bridge.  The 
mayor,  Mr.  Lambe,  mid  the  jurats,  iu  their 
formalities,  with  the  neighbouring  gentlemen, 
attended  the  king,  who  alighted  at  the  mayor's 
house,  being  saluted  all  the  way  with  loud 
huZza's  and  acclamations.  He  was  extremely 
fatigued,  having  eat  nothing  since  the  day  he 
embarked.  The  lord  Towushend  and  liislady, 
who  were  in  the  Mary  yacht,  kept  company 
with  the  king,  and  with  some  difficulty  landed 
at  the  same  place’  On  the  4t.lt  of  January,  a 
messenger,  dispatched  by  the  iord  Tbwnshend, 
arrived  at  the  Cock-pit,  with  the  agreeable 
news  of  the  king’s  sale  landing  at  Rye,  from 
whence  he  intended  to  have  set  out  for  Lon- 
don on  llie  Oth;  bur,  the  roads  in  that  part  of 
the  country  being  unsnfe  from  the  fall  of  snow, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  give  orders  for  the 
clearing  of  the  ways  ; which  done,  the  king 
began  his  journey  the  next  day,  and  having 
crossed  the  water  from  Rye,  at  a place  called 
the  poim,lay  that  night  at  Hytlie,  tire  next  at 
Sittingburne ; and  ou  the  9th  arrived  in  good 
bealtkat  St.  James’s*. 


FOURTH  SESSION  OF  THE  SIXTH  PAR- 
LIAMENT OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King's  Speech  at  the  Opening  of  the  Ses- 
sion.-]-]  January  20,  1726.  The  Parliament 


* Tinrinl. 

-j-  “ Your  lordship's  letter,  with  a draft  of  the 
King’s  Speech,  came  to  us  yesterday.  1 will 
certainly  consider  it  in  die  best  maimer  I am 
able,  and  be  ready  to  give  you  iny  poor  thoughts 
upon  it  by  letter,  or  upon  your  arrival.  But 
it  is  necessary  that  1 should  suggest  to  your 
lordship,  that  if  (he  parliament  is  to  be  opened 
in  that  manner,  and  the  measures  are  to  be  put 
in  execution,  which  seem  resolved  by  the  tenure 
of  your  lordship’s  several  dispatches  transmitted 
to  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  which  I have  pe- 
rused since  my  return  from  the  country,  it  will 
be  advisable,  if  his  Majesty  can  order  liis  af- 
fairs accordingly,  that  the  parliament  should 
eet  about  the  middle  of  January.  For  tbe 
opening  of  the  parliament  in  that  manner,  will 
immodintely’nfl'ect  the  credit  in  some  degree, 
which  in  such  cases  being  always  worse  at  first, 
than  after  a little  lime  and  consideration,  may 
probably  make  it  necessary  for  me  a little  to 
vary  my  schemes  of  the  supply,  and  not  ven- 
ture uponrtl^srtgpglli9t',cjxJi,t,  yyjijelt  L.hiyvg,, 
hitherto  depended  itponf 


being  met  at  Westminster,  pursuunt  to  their 
Inst  prorogation,  the  King  went  to  the  House  of 
Peers  with  the  usuul  slate,  and  the  CoiUmnns 
being  come  thither,  his  Majesty  by  the  month 
of  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  inado  the  follow- 
ing Speech  to  both  Houses : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I have  had  such  frequent  experience  of  the 
wisdom  and  zeal  of  this  parliament,  on  many 
important  occasions,  that  it  is  with  pleasure  I 
now  meet  you  again,  and  I make  no  doubt 
but  that  your  endeavours  for  the  good  and  ser- 
vice of  your  country  will  be  as  successful  as 
they  have  hitherto  been. 

“ The  distressed  condition  of  some  of  our 
Protestant  brethren  abroad,  and  the  negocia- 
tions  and  engagements  entered  into  by  some 
foreign  powers,  which  seem  to  have  laid  the 
foundation  of  new  troubles  and  disturbances 
in  Europe,  and  to  threaten  my  snbjeccs  with 
the  hiss  of  several  of  the  most  advantageous 
branches  of  their  trade,  obliged  me  without  any 
luss  of  time,  to  concert  with  other  powers,  such 
measures,  as  might  give  a check  to  the  am- 
bitious views  of  those,  who  are  endeavouring 


“ This  lends  me  to  tell  you,  that  the  rumours 
of  war  begin  now  to  obtain  pretty  much,  and 
have  their  elfects  upon  tbe  stocks,  which,  as  it 
is  unavoidable,  we  must  expect  and  provide  ac- 
cordingly, but  at  the  same  time,  not  to  take 
any  steps  which  are  not  immediately  necessary, 
and  which  in  point  of  time,  will  be  as  effectual 
to  all  intents  and  purposes.  I speak  this  in  re- 
gard to  fitting  out  ships,  and  manning  squadrons, 
for  it  is  most  certain,  that  in  three  months,  nil 
that  can  pnssibly  be  wanted,  may  as  certainly 
be  got  ready  as  in  twelve  months ; and  oue  or 
two  such  squadrons  as  are  talked  of,  may  cer- 
tainly be  bud  and  got  ready  in  oil  particulars, 
except  seamen,  which  will  at  all  times  be  an 
unequal  difficulty,  as  well  ulthough  delayed  till 
the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  as  if  orders  were 
immediately  given. 

“ It  is  fit  you  should  likewise  be  acquainted, 
that  the  Pulteneys  build  great  hopes  upon  the 
difficulties  they  promise  themselves  will  arise 
from  the  foreign  affairs,  and  especially  from  the 
Hanover  treaty.  I had  a curiosity  to  open 
some  of  their  letters,  and  find  them  full  of  this 
language.  The  last,  foreign  mail  brought  a let- 
ter from  count  Staremberg  to  William  Pul- 
teney,  giving  him  great  expectations  of  the  ma- 
terials he  should  furnish  him  with,  when  it 
might  he  done  with  safety,  and  very  strong  in 
general  terms  upon  what  is  transacting  with 
you.  Wise  Daniel  fills  all  his  iuiand  corres- 
pondence with  reflections  of  the  same  kind,  and 
gives  all  their  fools  great  hopes  of  doing  won- 
ders : their  two  only  topics  are  the  civil  list 
und  the  Hanover  treaty  ; but  I cannot  learn 
they  have  gained  a man  but  righteous  sir 
Joseph  [Jekyll.j  I am,  with  great  truth  and 
affection."  Sir  Robert  Walpole  to  Lord  Towns- 

1 SeeCoxe's 
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10  render  themselves  formidable,  and  put  a 
jiop  to  the  larther  progress  of  such  dangerous 
designs.  For  these  ends  I have  entred  into  a 
defensive  Alliance  with  the  most  Christian  King 
and  the  king  of  Prussia,  to  which  several  other 
powers  and  particularly  the  States-Geueral 
have  been  invited  to  accede,  and  I have  not 
the  least  reason  to  doubt  of  their  concurrence. 
This  Treaty  shall  in  a short  time  be  laid  be- 
fore you. 

“ By  these  means,  and  by  your  support  and 
assistance,  I trust  in  God,  I shall  be  able  not 
only  to  secure  to  tny  subjects  the  enjoyment  of 
many  valuable  rights  and  privileges  long  since 
acquired  to  them  by  the  most  solemn  treaties, 
but  effectually  to  preserve  the  peace  and  ba- 
lance of  Europe,  the  only  view  and  end  of  nil 
tny  endeavours. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I have  ordered  the  Estimates  lor  the  ser- 
vice of  this  year  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before 
you,  which,  from  an  unwillingness  I always 
l nave  lo  put  tny  subjects  to  an  extraordinary 
expence  by  any  unnecessary  precautions,  are 
i formed  upon  the  foot  of  employing  no  greater 
| number  of  forces,  than  was  thought  necessary 
the  last  year;  for  which,  if  the  Supplies  you 

S'  e shall  be  fully  and  effectually  raised,  1 shall 
enabled  to  have  n strong  fleet  at  sea  early  in 
I the  spring.  If  the  posture  of  affairs  shallat  any 
time  make  it  necessary  to  augineut  our  mari- 
time force,  I confide  so  entirely  in  the  zeal  anti 
affection  of  my  parliament,  that  I assure  myself 
you  will  enable  me  to  make  such  an  addition 
1 to  the  number  of  Seamen,  as  shall  be  found 
requisite. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  the  enemies  to 
my  government  will  conceive  hopes,  that  some 
favourable  opportunity  for  renewing  their  at- 
tempts may  offer  from  the  prospect  of  new 
troubles  and  commotions : they  are  already 
very  busy  by  their  instruments  and  emissaries 
i in  those  courts,  whose  measures  seem  most  to 
favour  their  purposes,  in  soliciting  and  pro- 
moting the  cause  of  the  Pretender;  but  I per- 
■ suade  myself,  notwithstanding  the  countenance 
mid  encouragement  they  may  have  received,  or 
Hatter  themselves  with,  the  provision  you  shall 
make  for  the  safety  and  defence  of  the  kingdom 
will  effectually  secure  us  from  any  attempts 
frum  abroad,  and  render  all  such  projects  vain 
and  abortive. 

“ When  the  world  shall  see  that  you  will  not 
suffer  the  British  crown  and  nation  to  be  me- 
naced and  insulted,  those,  who  most  envy  the 
present  happiness  and  tranquillity  of  this  king- 
dom, and  are  endeavouring  to  make  us  sub- 
servient to  their  ambition,  will  consider  their 
own  interest  and  circumstances,  before  they 
wake  any  attempt  upon  so  brave  a people, 
strengthened  and  supported  by  prudent  and 
Powerful  alliances,  and,  though  desirous  to  pre- 
•orve  the  pence,  able  and  ready  to  defend  them- 
selves against  the  efforts  of  all  aggressors, 
ouch  resolutions  and  such  measures  timely 
I am 
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means  of  preventing  a war,  and  continuing  to 
us  the  blessings  of  peace  and  prosperity." 

The  Lords'  Address  of  Thanks .]  His  Ma- 
jesty being  withdrawn,  the  Lords  unanimously 
voted  the  following  Address  of  Thanks : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to  re- 
turn your  Majesty  our  most  hearty  thanks  for 
your  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne, 
and  with  hearts  full  of  inexpressible  joy  to  con- 
gratulate your  Majesty  upon  your  happy  re- 
turn in  safety  to  your  kingdom. 

“ We  cannot  without  the  highest  satisfac- 
tion reflect  upon  your  Majesty's  concern  for  our 
distressed  Protestant  brethren  abroad ; our 
most  zealous  endeavours  shall  never  he  want- 
ing, that  your  Majesty’s  pious  interposition  for 
•hem  may  produce  the  most  desired  effects. 

“ We  thaukfully  acknowledge  your  Majesty's 
exceeding  goodness  and  condescension,  in  ac- 
quainting us  with  the  Defensive  Alliance  lately 
inude  by  your  Majesty  for  preventing  the  ill 
consequences,  which  might  otherwise  attend 
the  Negocintions  and  Engagements  entered 
into  by  other  potentates,  to  the  apparent  pre- 
judice of  this  kingdom  ; and  for  your  Majesty’s 
gracious  assurance,  tlmt  it  should  he  soon  laid 
before  us.  Nothing  can  be  more  vain  than 
for  any  foreign  powers  to  entertain  the  hopes 
of  rendering  themselves  formidable  to  Britain ; 
your  Majesty  having  strengthened  yourself  by 
such  powerful  alliances,  the  resolution  and 
fidelity  of  your  subjects  being  so  well  known, 
and  the  late  marks  of  their  valour  not  yet  worn 
out.  We  most  humbly  intreat  your  Majesty 
to  believe,  that  our  lives  are  not  dearer  to  us, 
than  your  Majesty’s  honour ; and  that  your 
Majesty  may,  at  all  times,  with  certainty  de- 
pend upon  our  strongest  efforts,  to  maintain 
and  defend  it  against  all  powers  whatsoever, 
who  can  so  far  delude  themselves,  as  .to  ima- 
gine tlmt  they  may  with  safety  insult  and  me- 
nace the  British  crown  or  nation. 

“ It  is  no  surprize  to  us,  that  the  enemies  to 
your  Majesty’s  person  and  government  are  la- 
bouring to  disturb  the  peace  of  this  kingdom,  if 
they  can  flatter  themselves  witli  the  prospect 
of  any  new  troubles  or  commotions  in  Europe. 

“ We  can  easily  believe  that  at  such  a junc- 
ture, new  schemes  nnd  solicitations  are  daily 
making  by  the  most  profligate  and  abandoned 
of  them,  to  revive  the  expiring  cause  of  the 
Pretender  ; nil  which,  we  assure  ourselves,  can 
have  no  other  effect,  than  to  hasten  his  destruc- 
tion, and  the  utter  ruin  of  all  his  perjured  ad- 
herents. 

“ Yeur  Majesty's  constant  and  unwearied 
endeavours  to  perpetuate  to  us  the  blessing 
of  that  happy  tranquillity  we  now  enjoy,  and 
to  maintain  the  general  peace  and  balance  of 
Europe,  to  preserve  the  trade  of  this  nation,  and 
to  secure  to  your  people  the  many  valuable 
rights  and  privileges,  to  which  they  are  entitled 
>b|f  tdw-tflM!. j to  all 
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imaginable  returns  of  duty  and  gratitude,  and  i 
leave  us  no  room  to  doubt,  when  We  consider 
the  prudent  measures  your  Majesty  lias  taken 
for  attnmiug  those  great  ends,  but  tliatall  your 
Majesty’s  endeavours,  will,  by  the  blessing  of  ■ 
God  thereupon,  notwithstanding  any  attempts 
to  the  contrary,  be  crowned  with  success.”  j 
The  King’s  Answer.]  His  Majesty's  Answer 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ I heartily  thank  you  for  this  very  affection- 
ate and  loyal  Address  ; the  world  tnay  be  con- 
vinced by  it,  how  fixed  and  immovable  all  your 
purposes  and  resolutions  are  to  maintain  my 
honour,  and  promote  the  true  interest  of  your 
country  : You  may  he  assured  of  my  constant 
endeavours  to  support  the  Protestant  religion, 
to  preserve  the  peace  and  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  to  prevent  any  encroachment  on  the 
trade  of  my  subjects,  and  on  all  occasions  to 
increase  their  happiness.'’ 

The  Commons’  Address  of  1'hanks.]  The 
Commons  being-  returned  to  their  House,  and 
Mr.  Speaker  having  reported  his  Majesty’s 
Speech,  sir  Robert  Sutton,  knight  of  the  shire 
for  Nottingham,  moved,  and  being  seconded,  it 
was  resolved,  “That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty  for  his  gracious 
Speech and  a Committee  was  appointed  „to 
draw  up  an  Address  upon  the  said  Resolution: 
which  was  accordingly  the  next  day  reported  to 
the  House,  and  agreed  to. 

Jan.  22.  The  same  was  presented  to  his 
Majesty  by  the  whole  House  as  follows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Cormnonsmf  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament assembled,  beg  leave  most  ur.feignedly 
to  congratulate  your  Majesty's  safe  and  happy 
arrival  in  this  kingdom.  Nothing  can  equal 
the  dread  and.anxiety  which  filled  the  breasts 
of  your  good  people,  whilst  your  Majesty's  sa- 
cred person  was  exposed  to  the  perils  of  tem- 
pestuous seas*;  hut  the  universal  joy  that 

* To  the  King's  Escape,  the -author  of  the 
Night  Thoughts  alludes  in  his  seventh  Satire: 
While  sea  and  air,  great  Brunswick ! shook 

And  sported  with  our  king’s  and  kingdom’s  fate. 
Depriv'd  of  what  she  lov’d,  and  press’d  by  fear 
Of  ever  losing  wliat  she  held  most  dear; 

How  did  Britannia,  like  Achilles,  weep. 

And  tell  her  sorrows  to  the  kindred  deep  1 
Hang  o’er  the  floods',  mid,  iu  devotion  warm, 

Strive,  for  thee;  with  the  surge,  and  tight  the  storm! 
What  felt  thy  Walpole,  pilot  of  the  realm  ! 

Our  Palinurus  slept  not  at  the  helm. 

His  eyes  ne’er  closed,  long  since  enured  to  wakh. 
And  outmatch- every  star  for  Brunswick’s  sake : 

By  thwarting  passions  tost,  by  cares  opprest, 

He  found  the  tempest  pictur’d  in  his  breast. 

But  now,  what  joys  that  gloom  of  heart  dispel. 

No  powers  of  language — but  his  own  can  tell ; 

His  own,  which  nature  and  the  graces  form, 

At  will  to  rai»djrihia^EtSi9iCii»it  hftrtBvt'-'iversi 


Vvus  instantly  diffused  throughout  the  kingdom, 
upon  the  welcome  news  of  your  Majesty’s  be. 
ing  Safely  landed  on  the  British  shore. 

“ We  return  your  Majesty  dur  humblest 
thanks  for  your  most 'gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne;  and  cannot  sufficiently  acknowledge 
your  Majesty’s  great  attention  and  care  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  this 
nation,  and  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

“ The  tender  regard  and  compassion,  which 
your  Majesty  has  expressed  fur  the  distressed 
Protestants  abroad,  will  give  great  satisfaction 
to  all,  whose  profession  of  the  same  religion 
must  inspire  them  with  a just  resentment  of  the 
injuries  and  persecutions  which  they  suffer  for 
the  sake  of  it. 

“ Your  Majesty’s  vigilance  in  watching  over 
and  disconcerting  the  ambitious  views  and  de- 
signs of  those,  that  are  endeavouring  to  render 
themselves  formidable  ; your  wisdom  in  early 
forming  and  entering  into  alliances  with  powers 
best  able  to  withstand  the  common  danger, 
and  to  put  a stop  to  the  farther  progress  of  the 
negotiations  carrying  on  by  other  powers,  and 
yatir  particular  concern  for  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  these  nations,  call  upon  us  for  all  pos- 
sible returns  of  duty  and  gratitude. 

“ And  that  your  Majesty's  unwearied  endea- 
vours for  the  particular  interests  of  your  own 
subjects  of  these  kingdoms,  and  for  preventing 
a war,  may  have  their  desired  effect,  we,  your 
Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  Commons, 
promise  and  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will 
with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  unanimity  and 
dispatch,  so  effectually  raise  the  supplies  for  I 
this  year,  that  your  Majesty  may  be  enabled  I 
to  have  a strong  fleet  at  sea  early  in  the  spring,  I 
sufficient  to  protect  and  defend"  tile  kingdom,  I 
to  disappoint  the  hopes  of  the  enemies  to  your  I 
Majesty’s  government,  and  resent  any  insults  I 
and  attempts  thht  may  be  vainly  projected  and 
undertaken. 

“ It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  in  the  low 
state  to  w hich  the  affairs  of  the  Pretender  are  I 
reduced,  bis  emissaries  and  instruments  should  I 
bo  waiting  for  every  opportunity,  that  lias  the  I 
appearance  of  being  favourable  to  their  lan-  j 
guishing  cause ; and  as  they  hare  been  very  I 
busy  in  foreign'eourts,  the  disaffected  and  dis- 
contented here  have  not  been  less  industrious,  I 
by  false  rumours  and  suggestions  to  fill  the 
minds  of  the  people  with  groundless  fears  and 
alarms,  in  order  to  affect  the  public  credit,  and  J 
by  distressing  the  government,  give  encourage-  " 
meat  to  the  enemies  of  our  peace. 

“ But  we  promise  ourselves  that  the  pro-  \ 
dence,  temper  and  resolution  of  those  that  | 
truly  consult  their  own  interest,  aud  wish  well  I 
to  their  country,  will,  on  the  one  hand,  I 
prevent  and  obviate  the  mischiefs  that,  by  too  - 
great  credulity  and  vain  fears,  they  may  bring 
upon  themselves  ; and  on  the  other  bond,  we 
are  determined  to  convince  the  world,  that  if 
those  who  most  envy  our  present  happiness 
and  tranquillity,  shall  so  far  presume  upon  the 
, just  sense  and  value  we  have  for  these  inestinia* 

’]  biiKiblealng'J,  1 KTpCifsiie1  ifeir  desperate 
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measures;  lww  desirous  soever  we  may  be  of 

Brnce,  we  will  not  suffer  your  Majesty  anil  the 
rilisb  nation  to  be  insulted  ; but  tiiut  we  will, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  as  the  exigeucy  and 
necessity  of  affairs  shall  require,  stand  by  and 
support  your  Majesty  against-  ail  attempts  to 
disturb  the  public  repose." 

The  King’s  Answer .]  To  this  Address  his 
Majesty  returned  the  following  Answer: 

“ Gentlemen, 

' “ I return  you  my  thanks  for  tnis  dutiful 
and  loyal  Address.  I make  no  doubt  but  you 
will  soon  be  sensible  of  the  good  effect  of  this 
seasonable  vigour  and  resolution.  You  may 
be  assured,  that  I will  mnko  no  use  of  the  con- 
fidence you  repose  in  me,  but  for  preserving  to 
'us  the  blessings  of  peace,  und  for  promoting 
the  honour  and  interest  of  this  kingdom.” 

A Supply  voted.]  Jan.  22.  The  Commons 
took  into  consideration  his  Majesty’s  Speech 
to  both  Houses,  and  a motion  being  made  for  n 
Supply,  the  same  was  referred  to  the  Grand 
Committee  on  the  2-ith  instant. 

Jan.  84.  The  Commons  went  into  a Grand 
Committee,  to  consider  of  the  motion  for  grant- 
ing a Supply  to  bis  Majesty,  which  was  una- 
nimously resolved  upon. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Number  of  the 
Land  Forces.]  Jan.  28.  The  -House  having 
resolved  itselfinto  a Grand  Committee,  consi- 
dered farthey  of  the  Supply,  and  iu  particular 
of  the  charge  of  the  guards,  garrisons,  and 
other  his  Majesty’s  land  forces  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  the  year  1726. 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham  .opened  the  debate,  and 
moved,  That  provision  be  mnde  for  the  same 
number  of  men,  for  guards,  garrisons,  and  land 
forces,  for  the  year  1726,  as  were  provided  for 
the  last  year.  This  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Shippcn,  who  thereupon  stood  up,  arid 
spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

My  sentiments  concerning  a Standing  Army 
in  time  of  pence  are  well  known  here,  and  it 
may  seem  unnecessary,  perhaps  be  thought  im- 
pertinent, in  me  to  debate  anew  on  a worn  and 
exhausted  topic,  when  other  gentlemen  who 
entertain  the  same  sentiments,  are  pleased  to 
be  silent.  But  surely  the  question  before  you 
is  not  become  a motion  of  course  ; surely  ns 
long  as  the  grievance  is  continued  on  one  hand, 
so  long  there  is  a right  of  complaint  on  the 
other;  and  that  complaint,  I should  think, 
may  without  offence  be  continued,  till  it  can 
be  proved,  fhnt  the  British  government  is  in  its 
nature  military,  or  ought  to  be  made  so. 

I do  not  intend  to  trouble  you  with  what  I 
have  formerly  urged,  or  to  use  any  nrgument 
drawn  from  the  oxpcnce  and  burthen,  or  from 
the  terror  and  oppression  which  have  been 
brought  upon  this  and  other  nations,  by  raising 
and  keeping  up  a greater  number  of  forces  than 
were  absolutely  necessary  in  time  of  peace : 
cot  but  that  the  gradations  by  which  armies, 
YOU  Vfl£r,ntoSimaSe  vHgi>i«M  by  the  l.mJSRl 


with  nil  their  inconveniences,  have  been  first 
introduced  into  free  states,  and  afterwards  im- 
posed upon  them,  ought  to  be  Imd  in  perpetual 
remembrance.  VVe  ought  never  to  forget,  that 
such  steps  have  been  usually  taken  to  gratify 
the  views  of  ambitious  princes,  to  carry  on  the 
schemes  of  evil  ministers,  to  terrify  parliaments 
into  obedience,  and  to  make  the  members  of 
them  dumb  spectators  of  the  miseries  of  their 
country. 

I will  not  insist  on  these  arguments,  however 
just  in  themselves,  however  proper  on  other 
occasions,  because  they  would  lie  unapplicable 
to  the  present  situation  of  oar  affairs.  For  we 
have  a Prince,  whose  only  aim  is  to  continue 
to  us  the  blessings  of  peace  and  plenty ; we 
have  a ministry,  whose  merits  are  above  my 
commendations;  we  have  a parliament,  which 
acts  with  a spirit  superior  to  all  influences  und 
to  all  temptations.  Besides,  every  year  has  its 
particular  circumstances,  anil  those  particular 
circumstances  ought  to  guide  our  resolutions, 
when  we  are  making  our  annual  parliamentary 
provisions  for  the  public  service.  I thought 
our  circumstances  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
were  so  prosperous  the  last  session,  that  we 
might  without  hazard  have  disbanded  at  least 
the  4,000  augmentation-troops.  But  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House  was  of  another  opinion. 
There  was  theu,  indeed,  a rendezvous,  though 
not  a formed  congress,  of  plenipotentiaries,  vy- 
ing with  each  other  in  the  splendour  of  their 
equipages  and  the  magnificence  of  their  enter- 
tainments at  Cnmbray,  which  had  for  some 
time  employed  our  speculations,  ifAd  promised 
great  events  to  the  world.  And  it  was  thought; 
good  policy  to  shew  the  negotiating  powers,  by 
continuing  our  army,  that  if  they  would  not 
accept  his  Majesty’s  plan  for  settling  the  ba- 
lance of  power,  and  for  establishing  the  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  Great  Britain  was  ready  to 
do  her  part  towards  compelling  them  to  a com- 
pliance. But  that  policy  proved  ineffectual, 
and  that  negotiation  appears  n't  last  to  have 
wanted  substance,  as  well  as  form,  and  to  have 
produced,  nothing  to  Great  Britain  hut  an  in- 
ease of  the  Civil  List  Debt,  as  we  were  given 
to  understand  the  last  session,  in  a debate  on 
thni  subject,  by  one  that  knew  the  secret. 

But  ive  are  now  tuld,  that  prudent  and 
powerful  alliances  are  actually  made,  and  that 
what  was  only  attempted  at  Cambray,  has  been 
fully  accomplished  at  Herenhnusen.  Nor  can 
there  be  Dny  doubt,  but  that  his  Majesty’s  ex- 
tensive care  over  all  his  foreigu  and  domestic 
concerns,  but  that  his  alternnte  residence  here 
and  abroad,  as  it  bath  procured,  so  it  would, 
with  the  ndviee  of  a good  ministry,  and  with- 
out the  aid  of  a great  army,  preserve  to  us, 
through  the  whole  course  of  Ids  reign,  that  se- 
curity and  those  blessings  we  now  enjoy.  For, 
whether  at  home  or  abroad,  his  influence  is  ir- 
resistible, because  bis  counsels  are  wise,  and  his 
designs  are  just.  Nor  am  I altered  in  this  opi- 
nion by  what  hns  happened  at  Glasgow  in  Scot- 
I land,  or  at  Thorn  in  Poland. 

For,  if  I am  rightlv  informed,  the  tumult  at 
\f  ot^jgcha'ftipthn  l,Sr4.  Disitisatiifnrnir 
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Glasgow  was  no  more  than  n mob,  composed 
chiefly  of  women,  a mere  muck- resemblance  ol 
nn  Amazonian  army,  tlmt  might  have  been 
quelled  by  the  interposition  of  the  civil  autho- 
•rity,  without  recourse  to  that  military  vengeance, 
which  was  executed  there.  Such  commotions 
we  see  arise  almost  in  every  nation,  when  the 
occasions  of  the  public  call  for  new  and  extra- 
ordinary taxes  j and  yet  they  are  generally  de- 
spised, as  impotent  efforts  against  established 
governments,  and  left  to  bo  punished  by  the 
laws  of  the  country.  But,  now  all  is  quiet, 
now  all  is  safe  in  Scotland ; not  the  least  mur- 
mur is  heard  against  The  administration  : the 
Highland  clans  have  been  disarmed  without  any 
disturbance;  they  rejoice,  we  are  told,  in  their 
submission,  and  are  brought  to  a perfect  sense 
of  their  duty  to  his  Majesty,  by  the  obliging 
behaviour  and  prudent  conduct  of  the  general, 
whose  province  it  was  to  enforce  the  act  of 
parliament  against  them. 

As  to  the  important  affair  of  Thorn;  which, 
by  the  way,  was  no  act  of  retaliation,  as  some, 
who  neither  consider  the  circumstance  of  time 
nor  things,  would  insinuate,  but  the  effect  of  a 
spirit  of  persecution  ; we  are  assured  that  his 
Majesty  has  done  more  towards  obtaining  the 
desired  satisfaction  for  the  barbarous  and  un- 
christian cruelties  committed  there,  and  gained 
greater  concessions  from  the  Catholic  princes, 
by  his  pacific  mediation,  and  by  his  personal 
interest,  tliau  he  could  probably  have  done  by 
rougher  resorts,  by  threatening,  or  even  by  en- 
terin'; into,  a religious  war.  Nor  can  malice 
itself  suppose,  that,  whilst  he  is  resenting  the 
violation  of  treaties;  he  would  do  any  thing, 
that  would  but  look  like  an  infraction  of  the 
limitation  in  the  act  of  succession,  which  re- 
strains the  crown  from  involving  Great  Britain 
in  any  foreign  disputes,  except  where  her  own 
immediate  interests  and  alliances  are  concerned. 

1 hope  we  conceive  no  ill  omens,  1 hope  we 
have  no  apprehensions,  from  the  French  king's 
marriage  to  the  daughter  of  the  pretender  to 
the  crown  of  Poland;  no  distrust,  that  such  an 
alliance  can  shake  our  late  Protestant  Treaty 
with  that  young  prince ; no  jealousy,  that  he 
will  follow  the  example  of  the  emperor  and  the 
king  of  Spain,  by  engaging  in  a clandestine 
league,  without  our  knowledge,  and  to  our  pie- 
judice.  I must  own,  that  would  be  u melan- 
choly consideration.  For  then  an  army  of 
twice  18,000  men  would  not  be  sufficient  to  de- 
fend that  cause,  which  his  Majesty  has  hitherto 
asserted,  with  so  much  glory  to  himself,  with 
so-  much  advantage  to  the  Protestant  part  of 

’Twas  a notorious  saying,  and  the  avowed 

fiolicy  of  one  of  our  late  famous  statesmen , who 
ived  till  after  the  Revolution,  and  was  thought 
a secret  instrument  in  it,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  noise  mid  clamour  of  the  people  intninst 
soldiers  in  time  of  peace;  the  easiest  and  best 
way  of  governing  England  was  by  an  army  ; 
and  that  a minister  so  guarded  might  prosecute 
his  own  measures  with  safety  and  success,  and 
soon  make  the  boasting  assertors  of  liberty  and 


properly,  as  tame -as  a flock  of  turkies,  and 
drive  them  which  way  he  pleased.  This  gives 
us  a true  idea  of  some  soi  ls  of  modern  policy, 
and  of  the  insolence  of  that  man  iu  authority, 
who  ruined  his  prince  by  the  very  methods  he 
would  have  enslaved  his  fellow  subjects  ; but 
not  of  the  genius  of  the  people  of  England. 
For  he  found  another  spirit  in  them;  he  lound, 
they  perpetually  struggled  with  him  in  defence 
of  the  church  and  state,  when  he  was  endea- 
vouring to  sacrifice  both,  as  he  did  his  own  ho* 
nour  and  conscience,  in  order  to  erect  an  arbi- 
trary and  unlimited  dominion  in  these  king- 
doms. Nor  could  they  endure  his  return  into 
power  .after  the  Revolution,  though  he  was 
countenanced  by  king  William  himself,  and 
though  his  meritorious  perfidy  was  strongly 
pleaded  in  his  favour.  But  they  continued 
their  opposition  to  him,  till  they  had  accom- 
plished his  disgrace;  and  still  his  memory  is  as 
detestable,  as  his  administration  was  nicked, 
though  he  neither  aggrandized  his  family,  nor 
augmented  his  estate  by  the  spoils  ol  the  public. 

Now  we  are  to  hope  the  military  principles 
of  tins  stalesmnn  lire  dead  with. him,  and  we 
are  sure,  good  ministers  can  never  pursue  the 
maxims  of  bad  ones,  because  the  means  of 
their  actions  must  necessarily  be  as  different,  as 
the  ends  are.  ’Tis  therefore  unimelligible  to 
me,  how  the  keeping  up  an  army  in  time  of 
peace,  which  has  formerly  been  thought  crimi- 
nal advice  in  ministers,  as  being  incompatible 
with  our  constitution,  should  now  be  annually 
recommended  to  Parliament  by  our  modern 
patriots,  as  the  only  method  of  securing  us  in 
the  possession  of  our  laws  and  liberties.  I say, 
this  is  unintelligible  to  me,  and  till  the. seeming 
aradox  can  be  reconciled  to  reason,  I must 
eg  leave  constantly  to  oppose  questions  of  tbit 

Mr.  Shippen  was  supported  by  Mr.  Ileysham, 
Mr.  Ilungerford,  and  others,  who  insisted  ou 
the  reducing  the  4,000  men  that  were  raised 
some  years  ago,  upon  an  extraordinary  occasion, 
and  which  were  now  become  altogether  unne- 
cessary, since  on  the  one  hand  Great  Britain 
enjoyed  at  present  a happy  and  perfect  •tran- 
quillity, which  seemed  firmly  secured  by  the 
laie  disarming  of  the  highlands  of  Scotland; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  having  already  been 
unanimously  resolved,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
have  a strong  fleet  at  sea  early  in  the  spring, 
this  they  thought  sufficient  for  the  safety  anil 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  effectually  to  secure  us 
from  uny  attempts  from  abroad,  and  to  render 
all  projects  of  the  Pretender's  instruments  ami 
emissaries  vain  aud.abortive. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  Mr.  Henry  Pel- 
ham and  the  hon.  Mr.  Verney,  That  it  would 
he  highly  imprudent  to  lesseu  the  number  of  our 
laud  forces,  at  a time  when  some  foreign  powers 
who  endeavoured  to  make  themselves  formida- 
ble, aud  threaten  us  with  .the  loss  of  our  most 
advantageous  branches  of  our  trade,  were  aug- 
menting theirs.  That  the  alliances  his  Majesty 
was  lately  entered  into,  to  check  such  ambi- 
tious views,  and  put  a stop  to  the  farther  pro* 
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gross  of  snch  dangerous  designs,  might  make  it 
necessary  lo  send  some  laod  forces  abroad,  in 
support  of  those  alliances  ; and  that  in  such  a 
case,  the  leaving  the  kingdom  without  a suffi- 
cient number  of  men  for  guards  and  garrisons, 
would  be  too  great  a temptation  to  the  enemies 
of  the  government,  who  are  coatinuully  watch- 
ing for  favourable  opportunities  for  renewing 
their  attempts,  und  disturbing  the  happy  repose 
we  enjoy. 

Sir  Joseph  Jekpl,  having  hereupon  declared, 
That  he  was  indeed  the  last  year  for  reducing 
part  of  the  army ; but  that  the  face  and  pos- 
ture of  affairs  in  Kurope  being  since  changed, 
he  thought  it  now  unsafe;  his  opinion  had  so 
great  weight,  that,  without  any  farther  debate, 
it  was  resolved, 

1.  “ That  the  number  of  effective  men  to  be 

Cvided  for  guards  and  garrisons  in  Great 
tai'n.  and  lor  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  for  the 
year  1726,  be,  including  1815  invalids,  and 
S24  men,  which  the  six  independent  companies 
consist  of  for  the  service  of  the  highlands, 
18,254  men,  commission  and  non-commission 
officers  included.  2.  That  a sum  not  exceed- 
ing 555,178 /.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  for  de- 
fraying the  charge  of  the  said  18,220  effective 
men,  for  the  year  1726.” 

Jan.  29.  These  Resolutions  were  reported  to 
the  IIou3e  by  Mr.  Farrer,  and  agreed  to  ; after 
wbicli  it  was  resolved,  That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  bis  Majesty,  that  the  late 
Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce  concluded  be- 
tween the  Emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain  may 
•lie  laid  before  the  House. 

Debate  on  Mr.  IF.  Pullenei/’s  Motion  for 

Kintiag  a Committee  lo  stute  the  public 
Is.]  February  9.  Mr.  William  Fultenoy 
moved,  “ That  a Committee  be  appointed  to 
state  the  Public  Debts  us  they  stood  on  the 
25th  of  December,  1714,  with  what  Debts  have 
been  incurred  since  that  time,  till  the  25th  of 
December  1725,  distinguishing  how  much  of 
the  said  Debts  have  been  provided  for,  mid 
how-  much  remain  unprovided  for  by  parlia- 
ment.” He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Daniel  Pul- 
teney,  and  backed  by  sir  Joseph  Jekyl ; Hcre- 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  stood  up  and  endeavour- 
ed to  shew,  That  such  an  inquiry  was  unsea- 
sonable and  preposteious,  and  that  it  might 
given  dangerous  wound  to  public  credit  nt  this 
critical  juncture,  when  monied  men  were  al-  , 
teudy  but  too  much  alarmed  by  the  appear- 
ances of  an  approaching  war;  urging,  that  in 
the  present  posture  of  affairs,  they  cuuld  nut 
better  express  their  love  to  their  country,  than 
by  making  good  their  promises  and  assurances 
to  his  Majesty  at  the  beginning  of  this  session, 
*nd  with  the  greatest  dispatch  raising  the  ne- 
cessary Supplies,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  make 
good  his  late  Engagements,  for  the  welfare  of 
“is  subjects,  to  disappoint  the  hopes  of  theene- 
unes  to  his  government,  and  to  resent  any  iu- 
wlts  that  may  be  offered  to  bit  crown  and  dig- 
nity. 
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Mr.  Barnard,  member  for  London,  confirm- 
ed what  sir  Robert  Walpole  bad  said,  as  to  tlie 
danger  of  increasing  the  alarm  of  monied-men, 
which  had  already  so  much  affected  public 
credit,  that  the  slocks  were  within  a few  weeks 
fallen  12/.  or  14 1.  per  cent. 

But  sir  Thomas  Pengelly,  having  spoken  for 
the  motion,  sir  Robert  Walpule  replied  to  him. 
Hereupon 

Mr.  William  Pulteney  stood  up  and  declared. 
That  he  made  tins  motion  with  no  other  view, 
than  to  give  that  great  man  an  opportunity  to 
shew'  his  integrity  to  the  whole  wurld,  which 
would  finish  bis  sublime  character : To  which 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  answered,  That  this  com- 
pliment wuuid  have  come  out  with  a better 
grace,  and  appeared  more  sincere,  when  that 
fine  gentleman  had  himself  a share  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  public  money,  Ilian  now  he 
was  out  of  place. 

Then  the  question  being  put  upon  Mr.  Pul- 
teney's  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
by  262  Votes  against  89.* 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Treaties  of 
Hanover  and  Vienna.]  Feb.  10.  Sir  Robert 


* “ Feb.  10,  1726.  A very  long  debate  hap- 
pened yesterday  upon  a motion  of  Mr.  D.  Pul- 
teuey's  (which  you  will  see  in  the  Votes)  for  ap- 
pointing a Committee  to  examine  the  Public 
Accounts  from  the  year  17 14,  to  which  a nega- 
tive was  given  by  a majority  of  a great  many 
above  a hundred.  I was  with  the  majority, 
though  some  of  my  best  friends  (from  whom  I 
seldom  differ,)  divided  for  the  question  lo'cnusa 
I .thought  it  extremely  ill  timed,  though  the 
thing  in  itself  (generally  speakiug)  is  highly 
reasonable;  taking  it  in  either  view,  wus  what 
I formed  iny  judgment  upon,  supposing  no  debt 
should  Imve  been  incurred  in  that  time,  which 
could  possibly  have  been  avoided,  the  enquiry 
was  of  no  use.  Taking  it  in  another  view 
(which  I believe  would  have  been  the  case)  I 
thought  it  very  improper  to  shew  the  world  our 
nakedness.  People  abroad  would  nalurally 
conclude  us  very  willing  to  ruffle  the  govern- 
ment whenever  we  had  opportunity  for  so 
doing,  and  might  from  such  a notion  be  in- 
duced to  go  into  a war,  which  they  would  not 
have  ndveutured,  upon  any  other  consideration. 
Credit  has  for  some  lime  past  beeu  in  a sink- 
ing coudition,  and  in  my  opinion  would  have 
grown  worse ; let  people  think  what  they  will, 
this  is  our  main  support,  lake  that  away,  our 
case  will  be  bad.  1 suppose  I shall  be  said  to 
he  turned  courtier,  but  I despise  every  sugges- 
tion of  that  kind.  I never  was  for  a minority, 
because  they  are  so,  nor  will  I be  against  them, 
as  such,  which,  to  deal  plainly,  was  in  my  opi- 
nion, the  foundation  of  this  matter.  I content- 
ed myself  with  giving  my  vote,  without  speak- 
ing in  the  debate : the  Tory*  were  generally 
with  l he  minority,  some  few,  but  nut  many 
Whigs.”  Thomas  Broderick  to  lord  Middieton. 
See  Coxe's  Walpole:  Correspondence,  voi.  2. 
p.  495. 


503]  PARL.  HISTORY,  12  GEOncEl.  1726. — Debate  on  the  Treaties  [504 


Walpole  acquainted  the  House,  That  lie  had 
received  liis  Majesty's  commands  to  lay  before 
the  House  the  Treaty  between  his  Majesty,  ihe 
most  Christian  king,  and  the  king  of  Prussia, 
made  at  Hanover  the  3d  of  September  1725; 
and  that  his  Majesty  had  likewise  conununded 
him  to  Jay  before  the  House,  pursuant  to  their 
Address,  the  late  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Com- 
merce concluded  between  the  emperor  and 
the  king  of  Spain.  And  he  presented  copies  of 
the  said  Treaties,  with  translations  of  them,  to 
the  House:  together  with  a List  of  the  said 
Treaties;  which  List  being  read,  it  was  resolved 
to  take  the  said  Treaties  into  consideration  on 
the  16th. 

Feb.  16.  The  Commons  proceeded  to  take 
into  consideration  the  above-recited  Treaties. 
After  the  reading  thereof, 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole * opened  the  debate 
with  a speech,  whereia  he  laid  before  the 
House  the  state  and  posiure  of  affairs  in 
Europe,  from  the  peace  of  Utrecht  to  this  pre- 
sent time,  and  took  notice.  That  since  his 
Majesty's  happy  accession  to  the  throne  of  this 
realm,  his  constant  care  ami  endeavours  had 
been  to  settle  the  balance  of  power  on  a solid 
foundation  and  to  preserve  and  secure  the 
trauquillity  of  Christendom;  to  protect  and 
defend  the  Protestant  cause,  and  promote  the 
honour  and  iuterest  of  his  British  subjects. 
That  with  these  great  views,  his  Majesty  was 
become  mediator  and  guarautee  both  of  the 
barrier  treaty  concluded  in  1715,  and  of  the 
convention  made  in  1718,  for  the  execution  of 
that  treaty,  between  the  emperor  and  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Provinces.  That 
iu  the  year  1716,  his  Majesty  concluded  a de- 
fensive alliance  with  the  emperor ; and  in 
1717,  another  with  the  most  Christian  King 
and  the  States  General;  the  genuine  design  of 
both  which  treaties  was  only  to  preserve  the 
public  repose  of  Christendom,  established  by 
the  peace  of  Utrecht,  and  to  guaranty  the  suc- 
cession to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
Protestant  line.  That  in  order  to  fortify  all 
the  said  treaties,  and  to  extinguish  the  war 
which  the  Spaniards  had  kindled  in  Italy,  ills 
Majesty  in  1718  made  a convention  with  the 
most  Christian  king,  for  proposing  ultimate 
conditions  of  peace  between  the  emperor  and 
the  king  of  Spain,  and  between  bis  imperial 
majesty  and  the  then  king  of  Sicily.  That 
this  convention  was  a few  days  after  followed 
by  a treaty  of  alliance  between  tiie  emperor, 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  most 
Christian  king,  which,  by  their  ministers 
was  concluded  at  London,  and  signed  on  tlie 
22d  of  July  1718,  und  in  which  the  States 
Geneiul  were  named  as  one  of  the  contracting 
parties,  upon  a supposition,  that  their  high 
mightinesses  would  come  into  it  from  whence 
this  treaty  wns  named  the  Quadruple  Alliance : 
That  a few  months  after  the  king  of  Sicily  was 
admitted  into  ibis  treaty,  and  at  length  the 
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king  of  Spain  himself  was  forced  to  accede  to 
it,  which  was  mainly  owing  to  the  generous 
assistance  his  Britannic  Majesty  gave  the  em- 
peror in  the  Mediterranean.  That  there  re- 
maining some  points  still  controverted  between 
the  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  the  suine  were 
referred  to  be  amicably  determined  in  a con- 
gress, which  was  afterwards  opened  at  Cara- 
bray,  under  the  mediation  of  ids  Britannic 
Majesty  and  the  most  Christian  king.  That 
by  reason  of  several  difficulties,  industriously 
raised  by  the  courts,  of  Vienna  and'  Much  id, 
the  great  pains  taken  for  three  years  by  the 
ministers  mediators,  proved  unsuccessful ; and, 
at  last,  the  congress  wns  suddenly  dissolved, 
upon  advice  that  the  emperor  and  the  king  of 
Spain  secretly  had  adjusted  the  differences 
between  them,  and  concluded  a treaty  of  peace 
at  Vienna.  That  this  unexpected  event  occa- 
sioned no  small  surmise,  und  raised  jealousies, 
which  appeared  to  be  the  better  grounded, 
when  it  was  known.  That  the  said  treuty  of 
peace  was  soon  followed  by  a treuty  of  com- 
merce, the  mam  design  of  which  was  to  sup- 
port and  countenance  the  Eusl-Iiidin  Company 
some  years  before  established  at  Ostend,  by 
granting  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Austrian 
Netherlands  greater  privileges,  both  in  the 
East  and  West-Indies,  than  were  ever  granted 
either  to  the  English  or  Dutch,  whicli  visibly 
tended  to  the  entire  ruin  of  many  valuable 
brandies  of  our  trade,  and  was  contrary  to 
several  solemn  treaties  still  in  force.  That 
thereupon  his  Majesty,  ever  watchful  for  the 
interest  of  his  British  subjects,  had  caused 
lively  representations  to  he  made  against  the 
said  treaty  of  commerce,  both  to  the  emperor 
and  king  of  Spain.  That  at  the  court  of 
Madrid  these  complaints  were  received  with 
coldness,  and  at  that  of  Vienna  with  stiffness 
'and  haughtiness,  even  to  such  a degree,  that 
the  imperial  ministers  did  not  stick  to  in- 
sinuate, that  if  his  Britannic  Majesty  persisted 
in  his  resolution  to  take  measures  in  opposition 
to  the  treaties  of  Vienna,  his  imperial  Majesty 
would  not  only  think  hiuiself  disengaged  from 
the  guarantee  of  the  Protestant  Succession  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain;  but, that  the 
same  might  be  attended  with  consequences  in 
relation  to  his  Majesty's  dominions  in  Ger- 
many. That  these  insulting  menaces  made  no 
impression  on  his  Majesty’s  firmness,  nor  de- 
terred him  from  his  fixed  resolution  of  concert- 
ing, with  other  powers,  sucli  measures  as  might 
give  a check  to  the  ambitious  views  of  those 
wlm  endeavoured  to  render  themselves  for- 
midable: That  these  measures  seemed  to  be 
the  mure  necessary,  because  there  were  just 
grounds  to  believe,  that  the  imioreseeu  recon- 
ciliation of  the  emperor  and  king  of  Spain  was 
owing  to  tiie  constant  view  of  ihe  house  of 
Austria,  of  rendering  the  imperial  dignity  here- 
ditary in  their  family.  That  in  order  to  that, 
it  might  be  reasonably  supposed,  That  the 
treaties  of  Vienna  were  to  be  cemented  by  a 
match  between  the  emperor’s  eldest  daughter 
and  the  Infante  Don  Carlos,  That  it  was 
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easy  to  foresee  die  consequences  of  such  a 
I marrirge.  For  the  issue-male  that  might  come 
from  it,  might  iu  time,  be  (Assessed  not  only 
of  all  the  hereditary  dominions  belonging  to 
the  house  of  Austria  and  of  the  imperial 
dignity,  hut  also  of  all  the  dominions  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy  ; which  would  entirely  over- 
throw the  balance  of  power,  and  render  the 
liberties  of  all  the  rest  of  Europe  very  pre- 
carious. That  this  supposition  would  appear 
more  than  probable  to  any  one  who  considered, 
that  there  was  scarce  any  other  way  of  ac- 
counting, either  for  the  king  of  Spain’s  break- 
ing through  solemn  treaties  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  favour  of  the  emperor’s  subject's  in  the 
Netherlands;  or  lor  the  emperor's  forgetting  so 
far  the  obligations  he  hud  to  Great  Britain  and 
Holland,  as  to  enter  into  engagements  to  assist 
Spain,  towards  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  and  to  persist  in  supporting  and 
countenancing  the  Ostcud  Company,  esta- 
blished with  no  other  view  than  to  deprive 
the  subjects  of  the  maritime  powers  of  several 
of  the  most  advantageous  brauches  of  their 
trade.  That  iu  order  to  give  a timely  check 
to  the  farther  progress  of  such  dangerous  de- 
signs, his  Majesty,  in  his  great  wisdom,  had 
emcred  into  a defensive  nllinncc  with  the  most 
Christian  king  and  the  king  of  Prussia,  to 
which  several  other  powers,  and  particularly 
the  States  General,  had  been  invited  to  ac- 
cede ; that  the  Slates  of  Holland  hud  already 
done  it,  and  it  was  not  to  be  doubted,  but 
their  example  would  soon  be  followed  by  the 
other  United  Provinces.  That  the  main  view 
of  this  alliance  was  to  maintain  and  preserve 
the  public  repose  and  tranquillity  of  Christen- 
dom, and  to  secure  to  each  contracting  party 
the  possession  of  their  respective  dominions 
and  territories,  with  the  rights,  immunities  mid 
advantages,  particularly  those  relating  to  trade, 
which  their  subjects  enjoyed,  or  ought,  by  trea- 
ties, to  enjoy.  And  tbut  as  his  Majesty  ever 
hud  a particular  concern  for  the  Protestant 
interest  so  out  of  his  royal  and  tender  com- 
passion for  the  distressed  condition  of  some  of 
our  Protestant  brethren  in  Poland,  his  Ma-  J 
jesty  had  not  only  interposed  his  good  offices, 
in  the  most  pressing  manner,  in  theit  favour,  ( 
hut  had  taken  the  occasion  of  the  defensive 
alliance  made  at  Hanover,  to  engage,  by  a ] 
separate  article,  the  most  Christian  king  and 
the  king  of  Prussia,  who  together  with  his 
Majesty,  are  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva, 

1 to  see  it  maintained  and  observed  in  its  full 
i extent  and  to  cause  reparation  to  be  made  for 
what  may  have  been  done  at  Thorn,  contrary 
to  tlie  said  treaty  of  Oliva.  Concluding,  with 
an  encomium  upon  his  Majesty’s  wisdom,  care, 

I vigilnnce,  steadiness  and  resolution  in  the  con- 
duct ol  nil  these  weighty,  and  important  uf- 
feirs. — Mr.  Walpole  having  done  speaking, 

Mr.  Daniel  Pullency  stood  up,  and  made 
his  observations  on  most  of  the  points  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Walpole,  and  insinuated.  That 
the  subject  matter  of  this  day’s  debate  was  of 
* T«ry  nice  nature,  and  of  the  greatest  import-  j 
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ance,  and  therefore  they  ought  maturely  to 
consider  of  it,  before  they  came  to  any  Reso- 
lution upotiur. 

Another  Member  having  suggested,  ThBt  it 
was  10  be  supposed,  that  the  king  of  Spain  did 
not  seem  to  grant  any  further  privileges  to  the 
emperor's  subjects  in  the  Netherlands,  than 
what  had  been  granted  to  the  English  mid 
other  most  favoured  nations ; lie  was  answer- 

Colonel  Eludcn,  who  pointed  to  the  very 
Articles  of  die  Treaty  of  Commerce  of  Vienna, 
whereby  it  was  expressly  stipulated,  in  dm 
Second  Article,  “ That  the  Ships  of  war  and 
merchant  ships  belonging  to  the  contracting 
parties,  or  their  subjects,  should  he  allowed 
full  liberty  tu  frequent  the  harbours,  coasts, 
and  pruvinces  of  each  other;  naming-parncu- 
larly  the  East-Indies,  and  without  any  excep- 
tion as  to  the  Spanish  West-Indies,  or  any  other 
restraint  on  the  ships  of  war  and  merchant 
ships,  than  uot  to  buy  any  thing  besides  vic- 
tuals and  materials  for  repairing  their  ships,” 
which  implied  a permission  to  vend  their  mer- 
chandizes for  ready  money  ; so  that  it  was  ma- 
nifest, tbot  the  subjects  of  theAustriau  Lnw- 
Countries  were  allowed  more  extensive  privi- 
leges  than  ever  had  been  granted  to  any  other 
nation,  contrary  to  several  treaties  in  force  be- 
tween die  crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 

Mr.  Shippen  raised  an  objection  to  the  treaty 
of  Hanover,  viz.  That  it  would  engage  the 
British  nation  in  a war,  for  the  defence  of  his 
Majesty’s  dominions  in  Germany,  contrary  to 
an  express  provision  made  for  the  securing  our 
religion,  laws  and  liberties,  in  the  Act,  • For 
‘ farther  Limitation  and  Succession  of  the 
1 Crown  in  the  Protestant  line  which,  being 
the  basis  and  foundation  of  the  present  Set- 
tlement, was  become  part  of  our  coustitulion, 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  sacred  and  inviola- 
ble. He  was  answered  by 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  who  urged,  That  the 
true  meaning  and  intent  of  that  limitation  was 
not  wholly  and  for  ever  to  deprive  his  Ma- 
jesty's foreign  dominions  of  any  assistance 
from  this  nation;  for  if  so,  his  Majesty  in 
that  respect  would  be  in  a worse  condition 
upon  bis  accession  to  the  British  throne  than  he 
was  before hut  only  to  restrain  the  sovereign, 
for  the  future,  from  engaging  the  nation,  at  his 
pleasure,  in  a war  for  the  defence  of  any  do- 
minions not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, without  the  consent  of  parliament,  to 
whom  the  legislature  wisely  left  to  judge  cud 
determine  whether  such  a war  was  just  and 
necessary  or  no  f That  for  his  own  parr,  he 
wii9  fully  of  opinion,  that  if  in  the  present 
juncture  mid  circumstances  of  affairs,  his  Ma- 
jesty’s foreign  dominions  should  be  attacked  op 
insulted,  this  nation  ought  to  stand  by  and 
support- his  Majesty  against  all  his  enemies 
whatsoever.  And  therefore  he  moved,  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  bis  Ma- 
jesty to  return  bis  Majesty  the  thanks  of  this 
House  for  his  great  goodness  in  communicat- 
ing tb^  Treaties  of  Puttee  and  Commerce  con- 
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oludetl  between  llie  emperor  and  the  Icing  of 
Spain,  end  the  defensive  alliance  between  his 
Majesty,  the  most  Christian  king,  and  the  king 
of  Prussia,  ttxexpross  our  just  sense  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's concern  lor  the  balance  and  peace  of 
Europe,  and  the  Protestant  religion ; and, 
above  all,  our  unfeigned  gratitude  for  his 
earnest  and  seasonable  care  of  the  particular 
interest  of  his  British  subjects,  by  forming  and 
entering  into  the  said  defensive  alliance  with 
the  most  Christian  king  and  the  king  of  Prussia, 
in  order  to  obviate  and  disappoint  the  danger- 
ous views  and  consequences  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  betwixt  the  einperor  and  the  king  of 
Spilin;  and  to  preserve  the  many  valuable 
rights  and  privileges  of  this  nation,  nguinst  the 
fatal  tendency  of  the  said  Treaty  of  Commerce, 
calculated  for  the  entire  destruction  of  the 
British  trade,  in  breach  of  several  solemn 
Treaties  now  in  force.  To  acknowledge  his 
Majesty's  prudence  and  resolution,  in  not 
letting  any  attempts  or  insinuations  whatso- 
ever divert  his  Majesty  from  consulting  and 
steadily  pursuing  the  true  interest  of  these  his 
kingdoms;  and  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  in 
justice  to  and  vindication  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  British  crown,  this  House  will 
effectually  stand  by  and  support  bis  Majesty 
against  all  insults  and  attacks,  that  any  prince 
or  power,  in  i£seiumciit  of  the  just  measures 
w hi  oil  his  Majesty  lius  so  wisely  taken,  shall 
make  upou  any  of  his  Majesty’s  territories  or 
dominions,  iliougli  nut  belonging  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain.” 

This  mution  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Dodding- 
ton;  but  Dr.  Friend. and  Mr.  Foley  raised 
some  objections  to  it.  They  were  answered 
by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  who  was  replied  to  by  sir 
Thomas  Peugelly.  After  jtitn 

The  lord  Finch  stood  up,  and  made  a short 
panegyric  on  his  Majesty’s  illustrious  family  ; 
which  his  lordship  observed  had  ever  been  I he 
bulwark  of  the  reformation ; and  took  notice 
of  the  great  sufferings  nf  the  excellent  princess 
Elisabeth,  daughter  to  king  James  1,  queen  ol 
Bohemia,  and  bis  Majesty’s  grand-mother, 
upon  account  of  the  Protestant  religion.  Con- 
cluding, that  his  Majesty  seemed  to  have  been 
led  to  the  British  throne  by  the  bands  of  Pro- 
vidence, as  a reward  for  the  piety  of  bis  an- 

Mr.  William  Pulteney  spoke  against  the 
motion  and  suggested,  That  the  imperial  court’s 
backwardness  in  granting  the  investiture  for 
Bremen  and  Verden,  might  have  been  one  of 
the  motives  to  some  late  measures.  Upon  this 

Sir  Hubert  Walpole  stood  up  and  assured  the 
House.  That  his  Majesty  might  long  ago  Lave 
bad  the  same  investiture,  if  be  would  have  paid 
the  exorbitant  fees  that  were  demanded  for  it. 

Upou  the  whole  matter,  the  question  being 
put  on  Mr.  Pelham's  motion,  it  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative  by  285  voices  against  107,  and 
n Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an 
Address  according  to  the  said  Resolution.  The 
next  day,  Mr.  Pelham  reported  the  said  Ad-  I 
dress,  which  was  agreed  to.  ] 


, The  Commons'  Address  of  Thanhs  to  the 
King,  for  communicating  the  Treaties.]  Feh-. 
19.  The  Commons  presented  the  said  Address 
to  Itis  Majesty  as  follows  : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain ’in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
Majesty  our  most  humble  thunks  for  your 
great  goodness,  iu  communicating  to  us  the 
Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce  concluded 
between  the  emperor  and  tltcking  ofSpaiu,  and 
the  Defensive  Alliance  between  your  Majesty, 
the  most  Christian  king,  and  the  king  of 
Prussia. 

“ The  engagements  lyhich  your  Majesty  has 
entered  into  by  the  said  Defensive  Alliance 
with  the  most  Christian  king  and  the  king  of 
Prussia,  in  order  to  obviate  and  disappoint  the 
dangerous  views  and  consequences  of  the 
Treaty  of  Pence  between  the  emperor  und  the 
king  of  Spain,  and  to  preserve  the  many  va- 
luable rights  and  privileges  of  this  nation 
against  the  fatal'tendency  of  the9aid  Treaty 
of  Commerce,  calculated  for  the  entire  de- 
struction of  the  chief  branches  of  the  British 
trade,  and  iii  breach  of  the  several  solemn 
Treaties  now  in  force,  call  upon  us  to  express 
our  most  unfeigned  and  grateful  sense  of  your 
Majesty’s  concern  for  the  preservation  of  the 
balance  uud  peace  of  Europe,  the  Protestant 
religion,  and  the  particular  interest  of  your 
British  subjects. 

“ And  when  we  reflect  upon  your  Majesty's 
prudence  and  resolution,  in  not  letting  any  nt- 
temptsor  insinuations  whatsoever  divert,yon 
front  consulting  and  steadily  pursuing  the  good 
and  welfare  of  these  your  kingdoms;  we  think 
ourselves  obliged,  by  the  strongest  tics  of  duty 
and  affection,  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we 
will,  in  justice  to  and  vindication  of  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  uf  the  British  crown,  stand  by 
and  support  your  Majesty  against  all  insults 
and  attacks,  that  any  prince  or  power,  in  re- 
sentment of  the  just  measures  which  your  Ma- 
jesty has  so  wisely  taken,  shall  make  upon  any 
of  your  Majesty's  territories  or  dominions, 
though  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain.’' 

The  King’s  Answer .]  To  which  the  King  re- 
turned the  following  Answer: 

“ Gentlemen ; 

“ I return  you  my  thanks  for  this  particular 
ninrk  of  your  duty,  affectiou  and  confidence  in. 
me.  Your  assurances  not  to  suffer  my  foreign 
dominions  to'  be  exposed  or  insulted,  on  ac- 
count of  the  measures  I have  taken  for  the  in- 
terest of  these  kingdoms,  will,  I hope,  be  a 
means  to  preserve  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  Europe.  I have  no  views  of  ambition  to 
gratify ; I have  no  thoughts  of  aggrandising 
myself,  or  extending  any  parts  of  my  domi- 
nions, at  the  hazard  and  expence  of  the  other ; 
nnd  as  my  honour  is  the  common  cause  and 
concern  of  my  subjects,  their  particular  inter- 
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esti  shall,  upon  all  occasions,  be  my  constant 
care." 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  said  Treaties .] 
Feb.  17.  The  Lords  took  into  consideration 
the  said  Treaties.  After  the  reading  thereof 
Lord  Totcnshcnd  moved,  “ That  an  Address 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  return  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  for  communicating  the 
Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce  concluded  be- 
tween the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain,  and 
the  Defensive  Alliance  between  bis  Majesty, 
the  most  Christian  King,  and  the  king  of  Prus- 
sia. To  express  their  just  sense  of  bis  Majes- 
ty's concern  fowhe  balance  and  peace  of  Eu- 
rope, und  the  Protestant  Religion  ; and  their 
unfeigned  gratitude  for  his  earnest  and  season- 
able cure  of  the  particular  interests  of  his  Bri- 
tish subjects,  by. forming  mid  entering  into  the 
said  Defensive  Alliance  with  the  most  Christian 
King  and  the  king  of  Prussia,  in  order  to  obviate 
and  disappoint  the  dangerous  views  and  conse- 
quences of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  betwixt  the 
emperor  and  (he  king  of  Spniu  ; and  to  pre- 
serve the  many  valuable  rights  and  privileges 
of  this  nation,  ngaiust  the  fatal  tendency  of  the 
said  Treaty  of  Commerce,  calculated  for  the 
entire  destruction  of  the  British,  trade,  in  breach 
of  several  solemn  treaties  now  in  force.  To  ac- 
knowledge his  Majesty’s  prudence  and  resolu- 
tion, in  not  letting  any  attempts  or  insinuations 
whatsoever  divert  his  Majesty  from  consulting 
and  steadily  pursuing  the  true  interest  of  these 
his  kingdoms  ; and  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that 
in  justice  and  vindication  of  the  honour  and 
dighity  of  tho  British  crown,  this  House  will 
eQertually  stand  by  and  support  his  Majesty 
against  all  insults  and  attacks,  thnt  any  prince 
or  power,  in  resentment  of  the  just  measures 
which  his  Miyesty  has  so  wisely  taken,  shall 
make  upon  auy  of  his  Majesty's  territories  or 
dominions,  though  not  belonging  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain.” 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle seconded  the  motion, 
and  took  that  opportunity  of  acquainting  the 
-Huuse  with  a remarkable  passage  out  of  a 
fetter  from  Mr.  Stanhope,  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ter in  Spain,  viz.  “That  in  a private  conversa- 
tion, tiie  duke  of  Ripperda  lmd  nut  scrupled  to 
own,  that  besides  what  had  already  been  com- 
municated to  him  about  the  late  treaties  of  Vien- 
na, there  were  still  some  other  secret  Articles, 
which,  in  due  time,  should  be  made  public, 
whereby  the  contracting  parties  mutually  en- 
gaged to  assist  each  other  with  a certain  num- 
ber of  troops,  ill  order  w support  the  Ostend 
Company,  and  to  recover  Gibraltar.''  Ilis 
grace  being  asked,  whether  he  would  produce 
that  letter  f lie  said,  he  had,  not  the  King’s 
commands  for  it;  but  was  only  left  at  liberty 
to  take  notice  of  what  he  bad  already  mention- 
ed. Hereupon 

1 he  Lord  Lcchmere  observed,  That  no  stress 
could  be  laid  on,  or  any  judgment  made  of  an 
information  that  did  not  come  regularly  and  in 
form  before  the  House : that  besides  it  was 
‘‘Wal  with  ministers  of  stat£,  somepipo  to 
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drop  things  that  bave  no  reality  in  common 
conversation,  only  to  sound  those  with  whom 
they  negotiate : that  the  treaties  that  had  been 
communicated  to  them,  being  a'matter  of  the 
nicest  nature,  and  greatest  importance,  they 
ought  to  proceed  in  it  with  the  utmost  caution, 
and  maturest  deliberation,  and  therefore  lie 
was  of  opinion,  they  ought  to  rake  some  time 
to  consider  of  it,  and  adjourn  the  debate  ro 
another  day.  He  was  answered  by  the  enrl  of 
Scarborough,  and  the  question  being  put  upon 
the  motion  for  an  Address,  it  was  carried  with- 
out a division, 

Lord  Lechmerc's  Motion  for  a Clause  to  be 
added  to  the  said  Address,  relating  to  the  King's 
German  Dominions.']  After  this, 

Lord  Lcchmere  stood  up,  and  declared,  Thnt 
lie  would  go  as  for  as  any  member  of  that  illus- 
trious assembly,  in  vindicating  the  honour  ami 
dignity  of  the  British  Crown,  und  in  supporting 
and  defending  his  Majesty’s  person  and  govern- 
ment : that  as  their  preseut  und  future  happi- 
ness depended,  next  under  God,  on  the  settle- 
ment ol  the  crown  of  these  reulins  on  his  Ma- 
jesty and  his  royal  issue,  they  ought  to  be  ex- 
treme cautious  of  any  the  least  derogation 
from  the  Act  of  Parliament  by  which  that 
happy  settlement  was  made  ; and  therefore  lie 
wns  of  opinion,  and  moved,  that  to  the  said 
Resolution  for  an  Address,  the  following  words 
be  ndded,  “ This  Huuse  not  doubting  but  your 
Majesty,  iu  your  great  wisdom  and  justice  to 
these  your  kingdoms,  will  always  preserve  to 
them  the  full  and  entire  benefit  of  the  provision 
made  for  the  farther  securing  our  religion,  Inn  s 
oud  liberties,  h.V  an  act  passed  in  the  13th 
and  13lh  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty 
king  William  3,  of  glorious  memory,  whereby 
it  is  enacted,  ‘ That  in  case  the  crown  and 
‘imperial  dignity  of  this  realm  shall  hereafter 
* come  to  any  person  not  being  a native  of  this 
‘ kingdom  of  England,  this  nation  be  not 
‘ obliged  to  engage  in  any  war  for  the  defence 
‘ of  any  dominions  or  territories  which  do  not 
‘ belong  to  the  crown  of  England,  without  the 
‘ consent  of  Parliament.”' 

Lord  Lechmere  was  seconded  by 

The  Earl  of  Strafford,  who  urged,  That  the 
Clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  referred  to  in 
the  addition  proposed,  being  passed  into  a law, 
upon  so  solemn  an  occasion,, as  the  settling  the 
crown  of  these  kingdoms,  and  having  since 
been  re-enacted  upon  another  very  solemn  oc- 
casion, was  become  a fundamental  and  sacred 
part  of  the  constitution  of  the  united  kingdom 
upon  the  strict  and  inviolable  observance  of 
which  the  farther  tranquillity  of  these  nations, 
and  the  properties  of  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  greatly  depended  : that,  indeed,  a case 
may  happen,  wherein  the  consent  of  the  House 
of  Lords  to  engage  this  nation  iu  u war  in  de- 
fence of  his  Majesty's  dominions  in  Germany, 
may  he  both  just  and  necessary,  but  that  it 
being  reserved  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
by  the  law  abovementioned  to  deliberate  and 
^hw^upon^all . there- 
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upon  to  consent  to  the  justice  of  the  cause  for 
such  n war  ; he  was  convinced,  that  the  words 
proposed  ought  to  have  been  added  to  the  lie- 
solution  ; the  rather,  because  the  said  words 
import  the  most  dutiful  and  entire  confidence 
in  nis  .Majesty's  wisdom, and  his  justice  to  these 
kingdoms  in  that  respect ; and  would  have  pre- 
vented nny  jealousies  which  might  arise  in  the 
minds  of  the  subjects  of  this  realm,  in  a matter 
of  such  high  importance. 

Protest  on  the  said  Clause  being  rejected.] 
But  the  question  being  put,  That  the  said 
Words  be  made  part  of  the  Resolution  ? It 
was  carried  in  the  negative  by  94  votes  against 
15. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ The  Clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
referred  to  in  the  Words  proposed  to  be  added, 
being  passed  into  a law  upon  the  solemn  occa- 
sion of  settling  the  crown  of  these  realms  upon 
his  Majesty  and  his  royal  issue,  and  the  same 
provision,  with  others,  in  that  Act  made,  hav- 
ing been  since  re-enacted  by  Parliament  upon 
another  very  solemn  occasion,  we  are  of  opi- 
nion, thnt  it  is  hereby  become  a fundamental 
and  a very  sacred  part  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  upon  the  strict  and  un- 
violable  observance  of  which  the  future  tran- 
quillity of  this  nation,  and  the  properties  of  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  may,  in  our  opi- 
nions, greatly  depend  ; and  therefore  we 
thought  the  Words  proposed,  fit  to  be  added 
to  a Resolution  of  this  House,  wherein  the  de- 
fence of  bis  Majesty’s  dominions  and  terri- 
tories, not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  these 
realms,  is,  as  we  conceive,  in  some  measure  en-  ( 
gaged  for. 

'i.  “ We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  unfeigned 
zeal  constantly  shewn  by  .this  House  in  defence 
of  his  Majesty’s  sacred  person,  and  the  honour 
and  true  interest  of  his  government,  can  never 
fail  to  exert  itself  iu  vindication  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s honour  against  all  insults  and  indigni- 
ties whatsoever ; and  though  we  are  far  from 
thinking  but  that  a case  may  arise,  wherein 
the  consent  of  this  House  to  engage  this  nation 
in  a war  in  defence  of  his  Majesty’s  domi- 
nions in  Germany  may  be  both  just  and  ne- 
cessary, yet  it  being,  in  our  judgments,  re- 
served to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  by  the 
laws  above  mentioned,  to  deliberate  and  ad- 
vise upon  all  the  circumstances,  and  thereupon 
to  consent  to  the  justice  of  the  cause  whereby 
this  nation  shall  at  any  time  be  engaged  in 
a war  upon  that  account,  we  are  therefore 
convinced,  that  the  Words  proposed  ought 
to  have  been  added  to  the  Resolution. 

3.  “ Aud  the  rather,  because  the  Words  pro- 
posed to  be  added  import  the  most  dutiful  and 
entire  confidence  in  his  Majesty’s  wisdom,  and 
■his  justice  to  these  kingdoms  in  that  respect : 
nnd  therefore,  if  they  had  been  added  to  the 
Resolution  of  this  House  at  this  critical  junc- 
ture, would,  as  we  conceive,  have  prevented 
nny  jealousies  which  might  happen  to  arise  in 

the  ft 


matter  which  we  think  to  be  of  such  high 
importance  to  them.”  (Signed.)  Strafford, 
Lechincre,  Compton,  Scarsdale,  Litch- 
field, Cmven,  Bristol,  Aberdeen. 

The  Lords’  Address  of  Thanks .]  The  next 
day  the  House  of  Lords  waited  on  the  King 
with  their  Address  as  fulluws : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
Parliament  assembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majesty  our  most  hearty  thanks  I 
for  your  most  gracious  condescension  in  laying  | 
the  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce  made  at  i 
Vienna,  between  his  Imperial  Majesty  and  the  J 
King  of  Spain,  and  the  Defensive  Allinnce  con-  I 
eluded  between  your  Majesty,  the  most  Chris-  I 
tian  King,  aud  the  king  of  Prussin,  before  this  ] 

“ The  said  Treaty  of  Commerce  plainly  ap.  I 
pears  to  us,  upon  our  most  mature  considers-  | 
tiou  thereof,  to  have  been  calculated  with  a I 
view  to  put  the  trade  of  the  Spanish  East  and 
West  Indies  entirely  into  the  hands  of  his  1m-  I 
penal  Majesty's  subjects,  contrary  to  the  I 
Barrier  Treaty  made  between  the  Emperor  and  I 
the  States  General,  to  which  yonr  Majesty,  nt  I 
their  request,  became  guarantee  ; as  well  as  in  I 
breach  of  many  solemn  treaties  and  engage- 
ments to  the  contrary,  between  the  crowns  of  j 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and  to  the  in-  0 
expressible  damage  of  tbe  subjects  of  this  j 

“ We  cannot  sufficiently  express  our  sense  j 
of  the  infinite  obligations  we  lie  under  to  your  I 
Majesty,  for  your  care  to  the  Prntestaut  tine- 
rest  abroad,  and  of  the  trade  of  this  nation,  by  J 
concluding  at  so  critical  a junciure  the  above  I 
mentioned  Defensive  Alliance,  Itiehly  neces-  ] 
sary  for  maintaining  the  ballance  of  Europe, 
as  well  as  for  the  preserving  many  valuable 
rights,  immunities,  and  advantages  relating  to  ,1 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain  ; and  w e assure  your  | 
Majesty,  that  we  will  stand  by  and  support 
your  Majesty,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  in  ( 
the  engagements  you  have  entered  into  by  this 
Treaty,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  such  farther  . 
measures  as  your  Majesty  in  yourgreat  wisdom  j 
shall  think  proper,  for  preventing  the  ill  con-  I 
sequences  to  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  by  j 
the  above-mentioned  Treaty  of  Commerce. 

“ We  most  humbly  acknowledge  your  Ma- 
jesty’s goodness  in  not  suffering  yourself  to  l 
he  diverted  'lirough  nny  suggestions  or  insi-  ] 
nuations  whatsoever,  from  a work  so  neces- 
sary  to  the  welfare  of  your  British  subjects. 

“ They  must  have  the  meanest  thoughts  of 
this  nation,  who  can  imagine  us  capable  of  1 
tamely  suffering  any  insult  or  indignity  to  be 
offered  to  your  Majesty,  on  account  of  your 
Majesty’s  firmness  in  maintaining  the  true  in- 
terest and  happiness  of  yonr  people  : But  jus- 
tice, gratitude,  and  honour  fill  our  hearts  with 
very  different  sentiments,  ana  make  it  our  m- 
dispensible  duty  to  assure  your  Majesty,  "P°n 
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nay  time  insulted  or  attacked  by  any  prince  or 
state  whatsoever,  in  any  part  of  your  Majesty’s 
domiuions  or  territories,  not  belonging  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  resentment  of  such 
measures  as  your  Majesty  has  taken  for  pre- 
serving and  maintaining  the  trade  anti  safety  of 
Uiis  kingdom,  and  of  your  Majesty’s  having  en- 
tered into  the  said  defensive  alliance  for  that 
purpose ; we  are  fully  determined,  in  vindica- 
tion of  your  Majesty's  honour,  to  exert  our- 
selves to  the  utmost  in  defending  and  protect- 
ing such  dominions  from  any  suqh  insulls  and 
attacks.” 

The  King's  Answer.]  His  Majesty’s  Answer 
was  as  follows : 


prived  for  the  adherence  of  the  Petitioner’s 
grandfather  to  the  Protestant  religion  ; and  in 
regard  of  the  great  expence  the  Petitioner’s  fa- 
mily have  been  nt  in  recovering  and  maintain- 
ing the  right  of  the  crown,  That  leave  might 
be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jesty to  grant  the  Inheritance  of  the  said  folate 
to  the  Petitioner,  upon  his  paying  such  consi- 
deration as,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case, 
should  be  reasonable.” 

Hereupon  sir  Robert  Wnlpole  having  in- 
formed the  House  that  bis  Majesty  gave  his 
consent  to  the  bringing  in  such  a Bill  as  was 
desired  by  the  Petition ; a Bill  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 


“ My  Lords; 

« I thank' you  kindly  for  this  most  seasonable 
and  loyal  Address  ; the  true  concern  you  shew 
for  your  country  is  no  less  acceptable  to  me, 
than  the  regard  you  express  for  ray  honour. 
The  assurances  you  give  ine  in  relation  to  my 
territories  abroad,  will,  I am  persuaded,  contri- 
bute very  much  to  the  preserving  the  public 
peace  of  Europe ; and  you  may  depend  upon 
my  making  no  other  use  of  that  confidence, 
which  is  so  firmly  established  between  us,  than 
to  maintain  and  promote  the  welfare  of  this 
kingdom.” 

Petition  of  R.  Hampden,  Esq.  for  a Bill  to 
impoaer  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  compound 
with  him  for  the  Debt  he  owed  to  the  Croon.] 
March  2.  A Petition  of  Richard  Hampden, 
esq.  member  for  Wendover,  was  presented  to 
tire  House,  and  read,  praying,  That  leave 
might  be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill,  “ To  impower 
the  Lords’  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s 
Treasury  to  compound  with  the  Petitioner,  for 
the  Debt  due  from  him  to  the  crown.”  Sir 
Hobert  Walpole  Imviug  acquainted  the  House, 
dint  the  Petitioner  bad  applied  to  the  King, 
mid  that  his  Majesty  had  commanded  him  to 
acquaint  the  House,  that  his  Majesty  gave  his 
couseut,  that  the  House  might  do  therein  as 
they  thought  fit ; the  said  Petition  was  there- 
upon referred  to  tiie  consideration  of  a Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  on  tire  11th  instant. 

Petition  if  Sir  T.  Leather,  for  purchasing 
the  Reversion,  in  Fee,  of  his  Estate  held  by 
Grant  from  the  Crown'.]  A Petition  of  sir 
Tho.  Lowther,  bart.  was  presented  to  the 
House  and-  read  ; setting  forth,  “ That  the  site 
of  the  dissolved  monastery  of  Furneis  in  Lan- 
cashire and  lands  thereto  belonging  were  for- 
merly the  estate  of  the  Preston  family.  That  in 
1674,  this  estate  was  cujoyed  by  sir  Thomas 
Preston,  a Papist,  who,  to  prevent  its  descend- 
'"g  to  the  Petitioner’s  grundfather,  conveyed 
me  same  to  trustees  for  superstitious  uses.  Tbat 
the  Petiiioner  and  bis  ancestors  have  been  at 
considerable  charges,  in  maintaining  their  own 
and  in  recovering  the  crown's  title  to  the  said 
estate;  That  the  Petitioner  now  enjoys  the  said 
estate  by  a lease,  for  31  ydars,  of  which  22  are 
Jet  to  come ; and  praying,  That  as  this  estBte 

Voi..  VIII. 


A Petition  of  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman  to  the 
same  purpose.]  March  7.  A Petition  of  sir 
Orlando  Bridgman,  bart.  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read ; praying,  “ That  leave  may 
be  given  to  bring  in  aBill  to  enable  him  to  pui- 
chnse  llse  reversion  in  fee  of  Bowood  Park  in 
Wiltshire,  which  had  been  granted  for  a term 
of  years  to  his  grandfather  sir  Orlando  Bridg- 
man, Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
by  king  Charles  2.  on  payment  of  such  consi- 
deration for  the  same,  as  shall  be  set  by  liis 
Majesty’s  surveyor  general.” 

Sir  Robert  Wnlpole  having  thereupon  ac- 
quainted the  House,  that  his  Majesty  gave  bis 
consent  to  the  bringing  in  such  a Bill,  as  was 
desired  by  the  Petition,  the  said  Bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Upon  occasion  of  sir  Orlando  Bridgman  and 
sir  Thomas  Lowther’s  Petitions^  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford  represented,  That  through  the  generosity 
and  bounty  of  bis  Majesty’s  royal  predecessors, 
the  ancient  demesne  of  the  crown  bad  been  so 
curtailed  and  diminished,  that  little  was  left  of 
it ; that  therefore  it  was  high  time  to  think  of 
some  means  or  'other  to  recover,  at  least,  so 
much  of  it  as  reverted  to  the  crown,  by  the  de- 
termination of  former  grants ; that  ’twas  well 
known  how  apt  the  best  of  princes  are  to  yield 
to  the  importunities  of  courtiers,  even  to  the 
detriment  of  their  own  families  and  successors; 
and  therefore  he  moved,  “ That  the  House 
would  receive  no  more  Petitions  for  enabling 
his  Majesty  to  sell  the  reversion  of  lands  held 
of  the  crown.”  He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Free- 
man ; and  nobody  opposing  tbat  motion,  ic 
passed  into  a resolution. 

Debate  on  Mr.  Hampden’s  Petition.]  March 
11.  The  Commons  went  into  a Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  to  consider  of  the  Petition 
of  Richard  Hampden,  esq.  After  the  reading 
of  which  sir  William  Yonge,  who  had  brought 
it  in,  spoke  in  his  behalf,  but  was  opposed  by 
sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  Ship- 
pen,  Mr.  Hungerford,  and  others;  who  made 
just  reflections  on  the  crime  of  mismanaging  and 
imbezzelling  public  money.  This  charge  was 
much  aggravated  by  what 

Sir  John  Eyles,  Sub-Governor  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  declared.  That  it  appeared  by 
the  balanced  accounts  of  Mr.  Hawes,  one  of 
wa» 60 
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far  from  being  a sufferer  in  the  South  Sea  Pro- 
ject, that  lie  was  rather  upwards  of  9,00 0/. 
gainer.  Hereupon 

Mr.  Arthur  Onslow  said.  That  out  of  regard 
to  hi»  ancient  family,  and,  in  particular,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  great  grandfather,  who  made  a 
most  noble  and  courageous  stand  against  arbi- 
trary power  in  opposing  Ship  Moaey,  nnd  fell 
the  first  victim  in  the  glorious  cause  of  liberty, 
he  was  for  having  something  done  for  his  rela- 
tions : To  which 

Mr.  Shippen  replied,  That  he  would  not  enter 
upon  the  merits  of  the  great  grandfather ; but 
this  he  was  sure  of,  that  his  great  grandson  had 
wasted  more  Ship  Money  than  ever  himself 
saved  to  the  nation,  or  king  Charles  1 intended 

Other  members  spoke  against  the  granting 
Mr.  Hampden’s  Petition,  because  it  would  be 
a dangerous  precedent;  and  'twas  to  be  feared, 
that  several  others  in  the  like  circumstances 
might  expect  the  same  favour.  Upon  this 
Sir  Robert  Wulpole  declared.  That  he  would 
never  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  any  body  thpt 
embezzled  public  money : but  took  notice, 
that  they  could  not  come  to  any  determination 
in  this  affair,  before  they  had  looked  into  some 
papers,  particularly  the  state  of  Mr.  Hampden's 
final  account. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  (he  chair, 
and  then  the  further  consideration  of  Mr. 
Humpden’s  Petition  was  put  off  to  the  16th 
instant. 

March  23.  The  Commons  went  into  a Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  farther 
of  the  Petitions  of  Richard  Hampden,  esq.  his 
wife,  and  his  brother,  which  occasioned  a very 
high  debate.  After  the  reading  of  several 
Papers, 

Sir  William  Yonge  took  notice,  That  Mr. 
Hampden's  deficiency  had,  in  some  measure, 
been  occasioned  by  a general  calamity ; that 
he  had  already  done  all  that  lay  in  bis  power 
to  make  it  up ; that  however,  since  neither  his 
wife  nor  his  brother,  had  any  ways  been  acces- 
sary to  his  misfortunes,  it  were  unreasonable 
and  unjust  to  involve  them  in  his  offence  and 
its  punishment ; that  bis  real  and  patrimonial 
estate  amounted  to  about  2,200/.  per  annum, 
one  full  half  of  which  was  settled  for  a jointure 
to  his  wife,  who  brought  him  near  11,000/.  in 
marriage,  besides  an  annuity  of  200/.  per  ann. 
during  her  life,  for  her  separate  use,  all  whjch 
settlements  ought  to  he  secured  to  her;  that 
either  Mr.  Richard  Hampden,  or  his  brother 
may  have  issue  male  ; and  in  consideration  of 
the  signal  services,  at  divers  times,  performed 
by  their  illustrious  ancestors,  some  provision 
should  be  made  for  their  posterity  out  of  the 
family  estate  : And  therefore  he  moved,  That 
a Bill  be  brought  in,  “ For  vesting  the  real  and 
personal  estates  of  Richard  Hampden,  esq.  in 
Trustees  for  making  some  provision  for  his 
wife  and  family,  and  for  the  better  securing  the 
debt  due  from  him  to  the  crown.” 

This  ,jnonc^,^a|  ^ttjpnsjeii ,hy;Pajy _J[<$ip|I|Iflr' 


hart,*  and  backed  by  Mr.  William-Peer  -Wil- 
liams ; hut 

Mr.  Clayton  represented.  That,  if  this  affair 
went  through  the  usual  tedious  course  of  ex- 
tents in  the  Exchequer,  great  part  of  Mr. 
Hampden’s  estate  would  be  consumed  in  law 
expeuces,  so'  that  the  crown  would  never  get 
200/.  a year  out  of  it:  And  therefore  he  pro- 
posed that  the  said  estate  should  be  divided 
into  two  equal  parts,  one  of  which  should  be 
allotted  as  a provision  for  his  wife  and  family; 
and  the  other  half  immediately  sold  off,  towards 
satisfying  the  debt  due  from  him  to  the  crown. 

Many  members  shewed  their  approbation  of 
this  proposal : but  (he  majority  were  for  sir 
William  Yonge’s  motion ; and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  a Bill  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  accordingly;  which  afterwards 
passed  into  a law. 

The  King’s  Message for  an  Additional  Num- 
ber of  Seamen.]  March  24.  Mr.  Methuen  ac- 
quainted the  Commons,  That  he  had  a Message 
from  his  Majesty  to  the  House,  signed  by  his 
Majesty,  and  he  delivered  l he  same  to  Mr. 
Speaker,  who  read  it  as  follows : 

“ G.  R. 

“ Ilis  Majesty  having  nothing  more  at  heart, 
than  an  earnest  desire  to  secure  to  his  own 
subjects  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  their 
trade  and  navigation,  and  in  the  best  manner, 
to  prevent  and  frustrate  such  designs  ns  have 
been  formed  against  the  particular  interest  of 
this  nation,  and  the  general  peace  of  Europe, 
has  found  it  necessary,  not  only  to  augment 
his  Maritime  force,  but  to  concert  such  olher 
measures,  as  may  most  effectually  conduce  to 
these  desirable  eDds ; and  as  these  services  will 
require  some  extraordinary  Expence,  his  Ma- 
jesty hopes  he  shall  he  enabled,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  Parliament,  to  increase  the  number  of 
Seamen  already  voted  and  granted  for  the  ser- 
vice of  this  year,  and  to  enter  into,  and  make 
good,  such  engagements  as  the  circumstances 
and  exigency  o (^affairs  may  require.” 

Debate  thereon .]  After  the  reading  of  this 
Message. 

Mr.  Shippen  took  notice.  That  (his  Message 
had  all  the  air  of  another  sent  to  them  about 
the  beginning  of  April,  1717,  importing  in 
substance,  ‘ That  his  Majesty  being  desirous, 
‘ not  only  to  secure  his  kingdom  against  the 
‘ present  danger  from  Sweden,  hut  likewise  to 
‘ prevent  the  like  apprehensi®ps  for  the  future, 
‘ liad  thought  it  necessary  early  to  concert 
‘ measures  with  other  princes  anil  states;  and 
1 as  this  might  require  some  espence,  his  Ma- 
‘jesty  hoped,  that  the  Commons,  by  their  as- 
‘ sistance  at  this  juncture,  would  enable  him  to 
‘ make  good  such  engagements  as  might  case 
‘ his  people  of  all  future  charge  and  apprehen- 
* sions  upon  that  account.’  * Thathe  remem- 
bered, so  unexpected  and  so  unprecedented  a 
Message  was  received  with  great  surprize,  amt 
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occasioned  very  high  and  long  debates  in  that 
House;  that  he  himself  represented  and  urged 
the  unparliamentariness  of  askingand  granting 
Supplies,  without  an  Estimate  of  the  expence; 
and  bad  the  honour  to  be  then  supported  by  a 
great  many  worthy  gentlemen,  and  by  some  in 
- particular,  who  seemed  now  to  be  of  another 
opinion.  That  after  much  opposition,  it  was 
at  last  carried,  by  a majority  of  four  voices 
only,*  to  grant  his  Majesty  a Supply,  which 
was  afterwards  fixed  at  250,000 1.  But  that 
they  could  never  knowhow  that  money  had 
been  laid  out;  and  therefore  he  moved,  “That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
direct  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  the 
House  an  Account  of  the  Disposition  of  the 
250,000/.  granted  to  his  Majesty,  on  the  13th 
of  April,  1717,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  con- 
cert such  measures  with  foreign  princes  and 
States,  as  might  prevent  any  charge  or  appre- 
hensions from  the  desigus  of  Sweden.”  This 
motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Snell ; but  the 

evious  question  being  put,  that  the  question 
now  put  upon  the  said  motion,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative. 

March  25.  The  Commons  proceeded  to 
take  into  consideration  his  Majesty’s  most  gra- 
cious Message  of  the  day  before,  which  being 
read  again  by  Mr.  Speaker, 

Sir  William  Yongc  opened  the  debate,  and 
having  shewed  the  necessity  of  an  extraordi- 
nary Supply,  moved,  “ Thnt  an  humble  Ad- 
dress hepresented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  will 
be  pleased  to  make  such  an  addition  to  the 
number  of  Seamen  already  voted,  ami  to  con- 
cert such  oilier  measures,  as  his  Majesty  shall 
in  his  great  wisdom  think  will  best  conduce  to 
the  security  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this 
kingdom,  und  to  the  preservation  of  the  pence 
of  Europe ; and  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that 
this  House  will  effectually  provide  for,  and 
make  good,  all  such  expences  and  engagements 
as  shall  be  made  for  obtaining  these  great  and 
desirable  ends.” 

This. motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry 
Pelham,  but  was  opposed  by  sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  Snell,  Mr.  William  Pul- 
leney,  sir  William  Wyndham,  sir  Joseph  Jekyll, 
Mr.  Hungerford,  Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney,  Mr. 
Freeman,  Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Lulwyche,  ar.d  sir 
John  Rushout.  Sir  William  Yonge's  motion 
being  on  the  other  hand  supported  by  sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  Mr.  Edward  Thompson,  Air. 
Onslow,  lord  Finch,  sir  William  Strickland, 
Mr.  Doddington,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis, 
member  for  Southampton  ; the  question  was 
put  upon  sir  W.  Yooge’s  motion,  which  wns 
harried  in  the  affirmative,  by  270  votes  against 
89,  and  then  it  was  resolved.  That  the  said  Ro- 
•olution,  by  way  of  Address,  be  presented  to 
bis  Majesty  by  the  whole  House ; which  being 
done  accordingly  the  next  day,  his  Majesty 
was  pleased  to  return  the  following  Answer: 
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“ Gentlemen; 

“ I return  you  my  thanks  for  this  loyal  and 
affectionate  Address;  and  you  may  be  as- 
sured, I shall  make  no  other  use  of  the  con- 
fidence you  repose  in  me,  but  for  preserving 
the  general  tranquillity,  and  in  support  of,  the 
trade,  lionour,  and  interest  of  my  people.” 

The  Earl  of  Struffard  complains  of  a Mes- 
sagefor  an  Additional  Number  of  Seamen  being 
sent  to  the  Commons  on/y.]  April  20.  On  the 
24th  of  March  last,  his  Majesty  having  sent  a 
Message  to  the  House  of  Commons,  importing, 
‘ That  he  hoped  he  should  be  enabled  by  the 
‘ assistance  of  his  pnrliumeot,  to  increase  the 
‘ number  of  Seamen  already  voted  and  the 
said  Message  not  having  been  communicated 
to  the  House  of  Peers,  the  earl  of  Strafford 
took  notice  of  it;  and  upon  his  motion,  this 
day  being  appointed  for  taking  the  said  Mes- 
sage into  consideration,  his  lordship  endeavour- 
ed to  shew,  That  the  same  was  unprecedented, 
and  struck  at  the  ancient  privileges  of  the  House 
of  Peers,  who  are  the  grand  standingcouncil  of 
the  sovereign ; the  hereditary  guardians  of  the 
liberties  and,  properties  of  the  people,  and 
next  the  king,  the  principal  pan  ol  the  legisla- 
ture, and  who  therefore  have  a right  to  he  con- 
sulted in  all  matters  of  public  concern.  Con- 
cluding, That  an  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  to  know  who  advised  his  Majestynot 
to  send  the  same  Message  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  as  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

Lord  Trevor  moves  to  adjourn  the  Considera- 
tion thereof  for  a Mm/A.]  Hereupon  the- 
Lord  Trevor  moved,  That  the  farther  consi- 
deration of  that  matter  he  adjourned  for  a 
Month  ; and  was  seconded  by  the  duke  of 
Devonshire : To  this 

Lord  Lechmere  replied,  That  the  subject  of 
this  debate  was  of  so  great  consequence  to  his 
Majesty’s  service ; to  the  honour  of  that  as- 
sembly ; to  the  atreient  constitution  of  parlia- 
ment ; and  to  the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom, 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  postponed  at  ail,  ranch 
less  fur  such  a length  of  time,  as  amounted  to 
a laying  it  entirely  aside.  That  it  must  be  for 
Che  service  of  the  crown,  upon  nil  occasions, 
to  have  the  advice  of  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament ; and  as  the  Message  in  question  was 
only  sent  to  the  Commons,  anil  there  had  not 
yet  been  any  communication  with  their  lord- 
ships  upon  it,  though  it  contained  matters  of 
the  highest  importance,  it  tended  to  under- 
mine die  very  foundation  of  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  of  the  ancient  constitution  of  the 
kingdom.  That  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
England  were,  in  some  measure,  invaded, 
whenever  they  were  deprived  of  the  assistance 
of  that  House  of  Parliament,  without  whom  no 
aid  can  be  given  to  the  crown,  nor  any  taxes 
laid  on  the  subjects : And  therefore  if  this  de- 
bate should  be  adjourned  to  so  long  a day,  it 
might  be  inferred  from  such  a dilatory  proceed- 
ing, that  their  lordships  were  not  as  jealous  of 
their  own  privileges,  and  of  the  rights  and 
,^ro^ertieS|  of^ihe  peo^le^  Md  asnjuch  dster- 


5191  PARL.  HIST.  12  George  I.  17 26.— Debate  on 


mined  to  support  and  defend  them,  as  any  of 
their  predecessors  : That  it  was  the  undoubted, 
and  inherent  right  of  the  House  of  Peers,  to 
alter  and  amend  all  Money-Bills  which  came 
from  the  Commons;  and  though  in  some  late 
instances,  the  Commons  had  disputed  that 
right  ; yet  the  Lords  had  never  failed  to  assert 
it.  That,  according  to  ancient  usage,  all  de- 
mands of  supply  should  come  from  the  throne 
in  the  House  of  Peers,  and  therefore  all  other 
methods  are  unparliamentary,  new  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  constitution.  All  which  assertions 
his  lordship  corroborated  by  several  precedents 
upon  record,  which,  at  his  desire,  were  ordered 

Lok-d  Lechmere  was  answered  by  the  Lords 
Onslow  and  Townshend  : but  they  were  re- 
plied ro  by 

Lord  Bathurst,  who  toook  notice,  That  the 
appellation  of  Parliament  being  given  to  the 
Commons  separately  from  the  Lords,  was  en- 
tirely unprecedented  ; that  this  was  so  far 
from  being  the  language  of  former  times,  that 
though  of  late  the  Commons  took  upon  them 
to  begin  all  Money  Bills,  yet  there  ivas  a time 
when  they  were  so  inconsiderable,  as  to  apply 
to  the-Lords,  to  desire  them  to  provide  money 
for  the  public  service ; that  if  the  Lords  suf- 
fered themselves  to  he  overlooked  in  this  man- 
ner, they  might  come,  at  last,  to  be  voted 
useless,  as  they  bad  formerly  been  : And  there- 
fore lest  any  mistake  of  this  kind  should  be 
attended  with  such  ill  consequence,  his  lord- 
ship  was  of  opinion,  that  proper  notice  should 
be  taken  of  it  immediately,  instead  of  deferring 
the  farther  consideration  of  it  for  a month. 
Hereupon 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough-  stood  up,  and  said, 
That  he  did  not  deny,  that  the  peers  have  a 
right  to  be  advised  with,  in  all  matters  of  im- 

Ejrtance,  and  to  give  their  consent  to  Money 
ills:  but,  that  in  the  case  before  them,  it. 
teemed  needless  to  send  the  Message  to  their 
House,  because  their  lordships  laid  implicitly 
given  their  conseht  to  the  augmenting  the 
number  of  Seamen,  in  their  Address  of  Thanks 
to  his  Majesty,  wherein  the  said  augmentation 
was  hinted  at : that  indeed  formerly  the 
Commons  applied  to  the  Lords  to  pro- 
vide money  for  the  public  service;  because, 
at  that  time,  none  else  had  any  money  to 
give,  most  of  the  lands  being  then  in  their 
hands  ; whereas  since  the  reigns  of  Henry  7 
and  Henry  8 tlie  case  is  very  much  altered  ; 
and  that  therefore  they  ought  not  to  consider 
how  things  were  formerly,  but  how  they  are 
at  present,  and  so  act  as  they  find-  them. 

Protest  on  Lord  Trevor's  Motion  being 
agreed  to.j  At  last,  the  question  being  put 
upon  the  lord  Trevor's  motion,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  by  59  against  31. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  we  conceive  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  this  debate  to  be  of  so  great  conse- 
quence to  his  Majesty's  service,  to  the  honour 
»f  this  House,  to  the  constitution  of  jiarlia-^ 
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ment,  and  to  the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom, 
that  it  ought  not  to  imve  been  postponed  at  all, 
much  less  for  such  a length  of  time ; It  must 
be  for  the  service  and  support  of  the  crown  to 
have  the  advice  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
upon  all  occasions ; and  as  the  Message  taken 
notice  of  was  only  sent  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, there  has  hitherto  been  no  communi- 
cation with  this  House  thereupon,  though  it 
contains  matters  of  the  highest  importance ; 
and  we  conceive,  that  it  tends  to  undermiue 
the  very  foundation  of  this  House,  when  the 
lower  House  is  alone  ^advised  with  upon  any 
matter  which  concerns  the  iuteiest  of  the 
whole  kingdom. 

2.  •“  As  this  House  has  always  been  esteemed 
the  hereditary  and  perpetual  guardians  of  the 
liberties  and  properties  of  the  people,  they 
ought  not  to  be  excluded  from  giving  their 
advice  in  all  matters  of  public  concern  ; and 
the  rights  of  the  people  of  England  are,  as  we 
apprehend,  invaded,  whenever  they  are  de- 
prived of  the  assistance  of  this  House  of  Par- 
liament, without  whom  no  aids  can  be  given  to 
the  crown,  nor  no  taxes  imposed  on  the  peo- 
ple ; therefore  as  we  conceive,  this  Message 
being  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  only, 
tends  to  subvert  those  rights  : We  think  this 
debate  should  not  have  been  adjourned,  lest 
any  inference  should  be  drawn  from  this  dila- 
tory proceeding,  that  this  House  is  not  as  jea- 
lous of  their  rights  and  privileges  at  this  time, 
and  as  much  determined  to  support  them,  as 
auy  of  their  ancestors  have  formerly  been. 

3.  “ Since  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  it  is 
an  inherent  and  fundamental  right  in  this 
House  to  alter  and  amend  all  Money  Bills 
which  come  from  the  Commons,  we  cannot 
hut  apprehend  also,  that  demands  of  supply 
should  come  from  the  throne  in  this  House  of 
Parliament,  according  to  ancient  usage;  and 
we  conceive,"  all  other  methods  of  demanding 
supplies  are  new,  and  must  be  dangerous  to 
the  constitution. 

4.  “ Because  there  is  an  expression  in  the 
Message  which  we  apprehend  to  be  entirely 
unprecedented,  and  never  before  used  in  any 
Message  to  the  House  of  Commons,  the  appel- 
lation of  Parliament  being  given  to  them  sepa- 
rately from  this  House ; and  therefore,  lest  any 
mistake  of  this  kind  should  bo  attended  with 
such  ill  consequences  as  to  encourage  evil  mi- 
nisters hereafter  to  a total  neglect  of  this  House, 
we  conceive,  that  proper  notice  should  have 
been  taken  of  it  immediately,  without  deferring 
the  further  consideration  thereof  for  a month. 
(’Signed_),,Scarsdale,  Aberdeen,  Strafford, 

Coventry,  Gower,  Ashburnliam,  Boyle, 
Compton,  Exeter,  Craven,  Bruce,  Litch- 
field, Montjoy,  Lechmere,  Warrington> 
Bathurst,  Uxbridge,  Foley.” 

May  18.  The  order  of  the  day  being  read 
far  taking  into  farther  consideration  that  port 
of  the  printed  Votes  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
of  the  24th  of  March  1725,  purporting  to  be  a 
. Message  to  dial  Hputefrora  his  Majesty,  under 
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l^j  royal  sign  manual  : And  die  same  lie  ] 
read  by  the  clerk,  after  debate  it  was  ordered, 
That  the  farther  consideration  of  that  part  of 
the  said  printed  Votes  be  adjourned  to  this  day 

fortnight. 

1'hen  the  House  being  moved,  “ That  an  Ad- 
dress he  presented  to  his  Majesty,  representing 
the  fatal  consequences  which  must  happen  to 
this  kingdom,  when  any  ndvice  shall  be  given 
tn  the  crown,  whereby  the  council  and  assist- 
ance of  this  House  slmll  not  he  asked,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  council  and  assistance  of 
the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  asked,  in  mat- 
ters which  concern  the  peace  nnd  safety  of  this 
kingdom,  and  most  earnestly  to  beseech  his 
Majesty,  that  ho  will,  for  the  future,  discourage 
all  such  councils  as  shall  tend,  in  so  unwar- 
rantable and  dangerous  a manner,  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  rights  of  this  House."  After 
debnte,  the  question  was  put,  Whether  such  an 
Address  shall  he  presented  to  his  Majesty  ? It 
was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

“ Dissentient’,  Lechmere,  Monljoy.” 

A Bill  to  prevent  Bribery  at  Elections  passes 
tie  Commons , but  is  thraien  out  in  the  J.ords.] 
April  27.  Upon  a motion  made  by  sir  John 
Kusbout,  and  seconded  by  sir  Thomas  Coke 
and  Mr.  Arthur  Onslow,  a Bill  was  ordered  to 
,be  brought  in,  ‘ For  the  more  effectual  pre- 
1 venting  Bribery  nnd  Corruption  in  the  elec- 
‘ lion  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament.' 

April  29.  The  said  Bill  was  read  the  first 
time. 

May  18.  The  said  Bill  beiag  read  a second 
time  in  the  Lords,  it  being  proposed,  that  the 
House  be  put  into  a Committee  on  the  said 
Bill  to-morrow ; the  same  ivas  objected  to. 
After  debate,  the  question  was  put,  Whether 
this  House  shall  be  put  into  a Committee  on 
the  said  Bill  to-morrow  ? It  was  resolved  in  the 
Negative. 

“ Dissentienl’  Warrington, Lechmere,  Mont- 
joy,  Gower,  Foley,  Bathurst.’’ 

Mr.  John  IFord  expelled for  Forgery.']  May 
13th.  The  House  of  Commons  being  informed, 
that  Mr.  Harcourt,  secondary  of  the  crown  side 
of  the  court  of  King’s-bencb,  attended  at  the 
dour  ; he  was  called  in:  and,  at  the  Bar,  pre- 
sented to  the  House  a copy  of  the  Record  ot  the 
Proceedings  upon  the  Information  in  the  Court 
of  Kiug's-bench  against  Juhu  Ward,  esq.*  a 
member  of  this  House. 


* “ Like  Doctors  thus,  when  much  dispute  has  past, 
“ We  find  our  tenets  just  the  same  at  last : 

Both  fairly  owning,  Riches,  in  effect, 

“ N‘o  grace  of  Heav'n  or  token  of  th’  Elect; 

“ Giv’n  to  the  fool,  the  mad,  the  vain,  the  evil, 

“ To  Ward,  to  Waters,  Chartres,  and  the  Devil.” 

“ John  Ward  of  Hackney,  esq.  member  of 
Parliament,  being  prosecuted  by  the  Duchess 
of  Buckingham,  and  convicted  of  forgery,  was 
“rat  expelled  the  House,  and  then  stood  on  the 
pillory  on  the  17th  of  March,  1727.  He  was 
suspected  of  joining  in  a conveyance  with  Sir 
John  Blunt,  w secrete  50,00 0/.  of  that  pirec- 


Ordered,  that  the  said  copy  of  the  Record  of 
the  said  Proceedings  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion npon  Munday.  Also,  that  John  Ward, 
esq.,  a member  of  this  House,  do  attend  in  his 
place,  upon  Monday  next. 

Muy  16.  The  order  for  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  copy  of  the  Record  of  the  Proceed- 
ings upon  the  Information  in  the  Court  of 
KuigV-hench  against  John  Ward,  esq.  a mem- 
ber of  this  House;  and  also  for  Che  said  Mr. 
Ward’s  attending  iu  his  place;  being  read : 
nnd  the  said  Mr.  Wnrd  not  attending  in  his 
place,  pursuant  to  the  said  order;  Thomas  IIol- 
lingsheud,  one  of  the  messengers  belonging  to 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House,  was 
called  in ; and,  being  examined,  gave  the  House 
an  account  of  his  leaving  copies  of  the  said 
Orders  at  the  said  Mr.  Ward’s  house  in  London; 
and  at  his  bouse  at  Hackney ; and  that,  upon 
inquiry  after  the  said  Mr.  Ward,  he  was  in- 
formed, that  the  said  Mr.  Wnrd  was  gone  from 
his  said  houses;  nnd  that  he  could  get  no  far- 
ther account  of  him. 

Then  the  said  copy  of  the  Record  of  the  said 
Proceedings  io  ihe  Court  of  King’s-hench  was 
road;  and  it  appearing  to  the  House  by  the 
said  Record,  that  John  Wnrd,  esq.  a member  of 
this  House,  upon  an  Information  iu  the  Court 
of  King’s-bencli  exhibited  against  him,  by  the 
name  of  John  Ward,  of  Hackney,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  esq.  hath,  this  present  Easter 
Term,  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of  Forgery. 

Resolved  nan.  con.  That  the  said  John  Ward 
esq.  be  expelled  this  House. 

The  King’s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Session.] 
Muy  24.  The  King  came  to  tlie  House  of  Peers, 
with  the  usual  state,  nnd  the  Commons  being 
; sent  for  up  and  attending,  his  Majesty  gave  the 
royal  assent  to  several  public  and  private  Bills. 
After  which,  the  Lord  Chancellor  read  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Speech  to  both  Houses,  as  follows: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ I cannot  in  justice  to  you  pur  an  end  to 
this  sfession,  without  returning  you  my  henrty 
thanks  for  the  many  instances  you  have  given 


tors  estate  forfeited  to  the  South  Sea  Company 
by  act  of  parliament.  The  Company  recovered 
the  50,000/.  against  Ward  ; hut  he  set  op  prior 
conveyances  of  his  real  estate  to  his  brother 
and  son,  and  concealed  all  his  personal,  which 
was  computed  to  be  150,000/.  These  convey- 
ances being  also  set  aside  hya  bill  iu  Chancery, 
Ward  was  imprisoned,  und  hazarded  the  forfei- 
ture of  his  life,  by  not  giving  in  his  effects  till 
the  last  day,  which  was  that  of  his  examina- 
tion. During  his  confinement,  his  amusement 
was  to  give  poison  to  dogs  and . cals,  and  see 
them  expire  by  slower  or  quicker  torments.  To 
sum  up  the  worth  of  this  gentleman,  at  the  se- 
veral a:ras  of  his’life:  at  his  standing  in  the 
pillory,  he  was  worth  above  800,000/. ; at  his 
commitment  to  prison,  he  was  worth  150,000/. ; 
bat  has  been  since  so  far  diminished  in  his  re- 
putation, as  to  be  thought  a worse  man  by  fifty 
, orsixty  tkqusand ^ ,a.ion',  nj[ 
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ine  of  your  duty  and  affection  to  my  person 
and  government,  and  of  your  zeal  to  maintain 
the  honour  and  true  interest  of  this  kingdom. 

“ The  spirit  and  resolution  you  have  shewn 
on  this  important  occasion,  when  our  most 
valuable  rights  and  privileges  have  been  struck 
at,  are  highly  becoming  the  weight  and  autho- 
rity of  a British  parliument;  and  the  steps 
that  have  been-taken  abroad,  in  support  of  the- 
measures  entered  into  against  this  nation,  must 
convince  every  body  of  your  wisdom  and  pru- 
dence in  endeavouring  to  put  an  early  stop  to 
the  farther  progress  of  them.  I hope  the  pre- 
cautions you  have  enabled  me  to  take,  will  be 
sufficient,  in  conjunction  with  my  allies,  to  de- 
feat the  designs  which  have  been  formed  against 
us ; and  that  the  promoters  of  them,  when 
they  have  fully  weighed  their  own  circumstances, 
and  better  considered  those  of  the  several 

Swers  united  in  defence  of  the  tranquillity  and 
erties  of  Europe,  will  find  it  their  own  inte-  , 
rest  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  think  it  most 
safe  and  prudent  to  desist  from  their  dangerous 
schemes. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  or  Commons ; 

“ I return  you  my  particular  thanks  for  the 
Supplies  which  you  have  so  chearfully  and  ef- 
fectually raised  ; and  you  may  be  assured,  that 
they  shall  be  faithfully*  applied  to  the  uses  for 
which-you  intended  them. 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

“ The  constant  employment  of  my  thoughts, 
and  the  most  earnest  wishes  of  my  heart,  tend 
wholly  to  the  secuting  to  my  subjects  their  just 
rights  and  advantages,  and  to  the  preserving  to 
them,  and  to  all  Europe,  the  enjoyment  of  a 
safe  and  honourable  peace.  And  I must  not 
conclude  without  giving  you  the  strongest  as- 
surances, that  the  pa-ticular  confidence  you 
have  placed  in  tne,  shall  be  made  U9e  of  ip 
such  manner  only,  as  may  most  effectually 
conduce  to  the  attaining  those  gqpd  and  great 
purposes.” 

Which  being  ended ; the  Lord  Chancellor, 
by  bis  Majesty’s  command,  prorogued  the 
parliament  to  the  21st  of  July. 


FIFTH  SESSION  OF  THE  SIXTH  PAR- 
LIAMENT OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King's ' Speech  on  Opening  the  Session.'] 
January  If,  1727.  The  King  came  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  being  sent 
for  up,  aud  attending,  his  Majesty,  by  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  made  the 
following  Speech  to  both  Houses: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I acquainted  you  last  year  with  the  Trea- 
ties of  Peace  and  Commerce  concluded  be- 
tween the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain.  As 
that  sudden  and  unaccountable  conjunction 
gave  at  the  first  appearance,  just  grounds  of 
jealousy  and  apprehension  to  the  neighbour- 
ing powers  of  Eurppe,  the,  subsequent  pro- 
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ceedings  and  transactions  in  those  two  courts 
and  the  secret  and  offensive  alliances,  con- 
cluded between  them  about  the  same  time 
have  laid  the  foundations  of  n most  exorbitant 
and  formidable  power,  and  are  so  directly 
levelled  against  the  most  valuable  and  darling 
interests  and  privileges  of  this  nation,  that  we 
must  determine  either  tamely  to  submit  to  the 
peremptory  and  unjust  demunds  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  iu  giving  up  Gibraltar,  and  patiently  to 
acquiesce  in  the  emperor's  usurped  and  ex- 
tended exercise  uf  trade  and  commerce,  or 
must  resolve  to  be  in  a condition  to  do  our- 
selves justice,  and  to  defend  our  undoubted 
rights  against  these  reciprocal  engagements  en- 
tered into  in  defiance  and  violation  of  all  na- 
tional faith,  and  the  most  solemn  treaties. 

“ I have  likewise  received  information  from 
different  parts,  on  which  I can  entirely  depend, 
that  the  placing  the  Pretender  upon  the  throne 
of  this  kingdom  is  one  of  the-  Articles  of  the 
Secret  Engagements  *;  and  if  time  shall  evince, 
that  the  giving  up  the  trade  of  this  nation  to 
one  power,  and  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  to 
another,  is  made  the  price  and  reward  of  im- 
posing upon  this  kingdom  a Popish  Pretender, 
what  an  indignation  must  this  raise  in  the 
breast  of  every  Protestant  Briton  ! 


* “ The  Speech  from  the  throne,  on  this 
important  occasion,  contained  a remarkable 
passage  : ‘ I have  likewise  received  informa- 
‘ tion,  from  different  parts,  on  which  I can  en- 
‘ tirely  depend,  that  the  placing  the  Pretender 
‘ upon  the  throne  of  this  kingdom  is  one  of 
‘ the  articles  of  the  secret  engagements.’  This 
charge,  formally  announced  from  the  mouth  of 
the  King,  was-as  formally  disavowed  by  the 
emperor,  and  occasioned  his  imprudent  appeal 
to  the  British  nation,  by  the  publication  of  his 
minister,  count  Palm’s  memorial,  which  roused 
the  spirit  of  the  people,  and  united  all  parties 
in  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  throne.  This 
formal  charge  on  one  side,  and  denial  on  the 
other,  of  the  two*  sovereigns,  gave  rise  to  a con- 
troversy, which  occupied  theattention  of  Europe 
at  the  period,  aud  is  still  undecided.  Mr.  Wal- 
pole, whose  sagacity  and  information  cannot  he 
disputed,  and  whose  sincerity  cannot  he  ques- 
tioned, believed  the  existence  of  these  seers t 
articles ; as  appears  from  numerous  documents 
and  observations  in  his  own  hand-writing, 
found  among  his  papers,  not  only  during  tho 
ncgociatidns  against  Spain  and  the  emperor, 
but  even  in  the  latter  period  of  his  life,  when 
he  had  no  views  or  interests  to  promote.  Per- 
haps no  proof  made  a stronger  impression  on 
his  mind  than  the  communication  of  the  secret 
articles  by  two  Sicilian  nbbotB,  of  great  birth 
and  consequence,  who  received  them  from  king 
Philip  himself,  on  the  15th  of  November  1745, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  their  observations. 

“ The  spirit  of  England  was  roused  by  the 
imperious  conduct  mid  menaces  of  the  emperor 
and  Spain  ; and  the  efforts  of  parliament  co- 
but  his  opinion  once  formed,  lie  became  in- 
operated  with  the  zeal,  of  the  nation."  Coxe  a 

j,p* 
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« Nor  were  these  fatal  combinations  confined 
to  those  parts  of  the  world  alone,  but  they  ex- 
tended themselves  into  Russia;  and  had  not  the 
designs  of  that  court  against  some  of  their 
neighbours 'been  prevented  by  the  soosonnble 
arrival  of  our  fleet  in  those  seas,  a way  had 
been  opened  for  the  invnding  these  kingdoms, 
and  giving  a powerful  assistance  to  any  attempt 
to  be  made  trom  other  quarters. 

“ Such  circumstances  would  not  suffer  me 
and  my  allies,  among  whom  there  has  been  and 
is  the  most  perfect  harmony,  union,  and  con- 
cert, to  be  idle  spectators,  and  regardless  of 
our  own  safety  and  the  common  cause  of 
Kurope : for  which  purpose  his  most  Christian 
Majesty  has  been  at  a great  expence,  this  last 
year,  in  augmenting  his  forces;  and  the  States 

I General,  sensible  of  the  imminent  danger,  have 
not  only  acceded  to  the  Defensive  Alliance  con- 
cluded at  Hanover,  but  have  come  to  strong 
and  seasonable  resolutions  for  an  extraordinary 
augmentation  of  their  forces  both  by  sen  and 
laud.  The  accession  of  the  crown  of  Sweden 
I is  in  such  a forwardness,  and  the  negociations 
| with  the  crown  of  Denmark  are  so  far  ad- 

Ivnnced,  that  we  may  reasonably  depend  upon 
the  success  and  good  effect  of  them. 

| “ This  short  view  of  the  present  posture  of 

. affairs  will,  I am  confident,  not  only  secure  to 
me  the  support  anil  assistance  of  my  parlia- 
ment, in  carrying  on  this  great  and  necessary 
work,  in  conjunction  with  my  allies  ; but  justify 
the  measures  hitherto  taken,  and  the  expence’s 
already  made. 

“ The  confidence  you  reposed  in  me  last  year 
has  been  made  use  of  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Cublic ; and  ns  the  chief  article  of  exceeding 
as,  by  my  equipping  and  sending  to  sea  three 
considerable  squadrons,  fallen  upon  the  head  of 
the  navy,  I am  persuaded  the  necessity  of  the 
■ services,  and  the  security,  advantage,  and  glory 
I that  has  accrued  tO'-this  nation  from  those 
I squadrons,  will  sufficiently  speak  for  themselves, 
as  long  as  both  friends  and  foes,  with  joy,  or 
I concern,  confess  they  have  seen  and  felt  the  ef- 
' fccts  of  the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain. 

“ It  is  not  to  he  wondered  at,  that  the  princes 
engaged  in  these  enterprises  are  very  much  dis- 
turbed to  see  their  projects  rendered  nbortive.- 
1 The  king  of  Spain,  impatient  of  the  disappoint- 
ments he  has  met  with,  can  no  longer  disguise 
. that  enmity  to  us,  which  for  some  time  he  has 
only  waited  for  a favourable  opportunity  to 
declare.  He  has  now  ordered  bis  minister  re- 
siding here,  to  depart  immediately  from  this 
country,  leaving  a memorial  that  is  little 
short  of  a declaration  of  war,  wherein  lie  agnin 
demands  and  insists  upon  the  restitution  of 
I Gibraltar.  He  does  not  himself  deny  the  of- 
fensive allinnce,  nor  his  engagements  to  sup- 
port the  Ostend  company  : He  makes  my  re- 
calling those  squadrons,  which  his  conduct  had 
put  me  under  a necessity  of  sending  tu  the  West 
Indies  and  the  coast  of  Spain,  the  condilion 
o*  any  farther  correspondence  between  the  two 
crowns  ; and  supposing  the  continuance  of  my 
“ecu  abroad  r 


repel  tjiem  with  force  to  live  utmost  of  (iis  power. 

“ But  not  content  with  these  menaces,  in- 
sults, nnd  infractions  of  treaties,  his  Catholic 
Majesty  is  now  making  preparations  to  attack 
and  besiege  Gibraltar  ; and  in  order  to  carry 
on  that  service,  or  to  cover  another  design,  has 
assembled  a great  body  of  troops  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood : But  the  present  state  and  condition 
of  that  garrison,  with  the  reinforcements  I 
have  ordered  thither,  give  me  little  cause  to 
apprehend,  or  iny  enemies  to  hope  for  success 
in  that  undertaking.  The  certain  and  undoubt- 
ed intelligence  I have,  that  it  is  now  resolved  to 
attempt  an  invasion  upon  these  kingdoms  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Pretender,  by  an  embarkation  from 
the  coasts  of  Spain,  gives  me  reason  to  believe, 
that  though  the  siege  of  Gibraltar  may  pro- 
bably be  undertaken,  the  public,  avowed,  and 
immense  preparations  made  for  that  purpose, 
are  chiefly  calculated  to  amuse  the  world,  and 
to  disguise  the  intended  invasion,  which,  I am 
surely  informed,  has  been  for  some  time  agreed 
to  be  the  first  step  and  beginning  of  the  long 
premeditated  rupture. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ These  considerations  must  awaken  in-you 
all  such  a sense  of  our  common  mid  immediate 
danger,  as  will,  1 doubt  not,  inspire  you  with  a 
zeol  nnd  cheerfulness  in  raising  the  supplies 
necessary  fur  the  defence  of  your  country,  and 
for  .making  good  our  engagements  with  our 

“ I receive  too  much  satisfaction  from  the 
happiness  of  my  people,  in  their  full  enjoyment 
und  future  prospect  of  peace,  ease,  and  pros- 
perity, not  to  be  sensibly  affected  with  these 
new  convulsions,  nnd  the  unavoidable  neces- 
sity I am  under,  of  asking  larger  supplies  of  my 
people,  nnd  of  desiring  to  be  enabled  to  make 
such  an  augmentation  of  my  forces,  by  sea  and 
land,  as  the  present  exigency  of  affnirs  requires. 

“ I will  order  the  proper  estimates  to  be  laid 
hefore  you,  and  suen  treaties  as  I have  made 
with  foreign  princes  for  the  hire  of  foreign 
troops ; and  ns  the  expence  I was  last  year  in- 
trusted to  make,  has  amounted  to  no  consider- 
able'sum,  mid  the  public  utility  nmy  ngain  re- 
quire the  like  services  to  be  performed,  I hope 
you  will  again  repose  the  same  trust  aud  con- 
fidence in  me. 

“ It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I see  the  time 
so  nesir  approaching  when  such  n considerable 
addition  will  be  made  to  the  sinking  fund  : Let 
all  that  wish  well  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  my 
government  have  the  satisfaction  to  see,  that 
our  present  necessities  shall  make  no  interrup- 
tion in  ‘the  progress  of  that  desirable  work,  of 
gradually  discharging  the  national  debt:  I hope 
therefore  you  will  make  a provision  for  the  im- 
mediate application  of  the  produce  of  the  sink- 
ing fund,  to  the  uses  for  which  it  was  so  wisely 
contrived,  and  to  which  it  stands  now  appro- 
priated. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I have  had  no  thoughts  of  making  any  ac- 
quisitions to  any  part  of  my  dominions ; my 
• preserve 
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and  maintain  the  undouhted  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  my  people;  and  therefore  all  my 
measures  have  beeu  preventive  and  defensive  : 
But  such  endeavours  being  now  rendered  im- 
practicable, vigorous  resolutions,  and  a speedy 
execution  of  them,  can  alone  put  an  effec- 
tual end  to  the  dangers  that  surround  ns. 
However  hazardous  and  desperate  the  enter- 
prizes  formed  ogninst  us,  may  appear  to  Be, 
your  being  assured  that  they  are  resolved  upon, 
will,  I am  persuaded,  be  sufficient  to  prevail 
upon  you,  ta  put  yourselves  in  a condition  to  re- 
sist and  defeat  then. 

“ If  preserving  a due  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  if  defending  the  possessions  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  of  infinite  advantage 
and  security  to  our  trade  and  commerce,  if  sup- 
porting that  trade  and  commerce  against  dan-  ' 
gerous  and  unlawful  encroachments,  and  if  the 
present  establishment,  the  religion,  liberties, 
and  properties  of  a Protestant  people,  are  any 
longer  considerations  worthy  of  the  care  and 
attention  of  a British  parliament,  I need  say 
no  more  to  incite  my  loyal  and  faithful'Houses 
of  Parliament,  to  exert  themselves  in  ihe  de- 
fence of  all  chat  is  dear  and  valuable  to  them.'' 

The  Lords'  Address  of  Thanks.]  January  18. 
The  Lords  presented  the  following  Address  of 
Thanhs : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign  • 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lord  Spiritual  and  Temporal ’in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
Majesty  our  hearty  thanks  for  your  Majesty’s 
most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne.  We 
cannot  but  esteem  ourseives  in  duty  bound  most 
humbly  and  gratefully  to  acknowledge  your  Ma- 
jesty's exceeding  goodness,  in  opening  to  your 
Parliament  a scene  of  the  highest  importance 
to  this  kingdom.  The  world  must  now  be  con- 
vinced, that  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid, 
have  laid  the  foundations  of  such  an  exorbi- 
tant and  formidable  power,  as  may,  in  time, 
overturn  the  balance,  and  destroy  the  liberties 
of  Europe.  Were  we  not  filled  with  the  deep- 
est resentment  nt  the  indignities  which  have 
been  offered  to  your  Majesty,  we  should  be  un- 
worthy of  all  the  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your 
Majesty’s  most  gracious  and  excellent  govern- 
ment- The  invasions  made  upon  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  your  people,  in  the  most  im- 
portant branches  of  their  commerce  ; the  me- 
naces and  insults  used  towards  your  Majesty ; 
the  peremptory  demand  of  the  restitution  of 
Gibraltar,  which  place,  and  the  island  of  Mi- 
norca, both  being  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 

{our  people,  were  yielded  up  by  the  present 
mg  of  Spain  himself,  and  do  indisputably  be- 
long to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  by  most  so- 
lemn treaties  : but,  above  all,  the  engagements 
entered  into  for  placing  a Popish  Pretender 
upon  your  throne,  must  raise  the  wannest  indig- 
nation in  all  those  who  have  the  least  sense  of 
their  duty  to  the  best  of  sovereigns,  and 
any  regard  to  the  Protestant  Religion,  to 
the  irM^byfRMPII^'iim 


; their  country.  Wc  arc  truly  sensible  of r the 
wise  measures  taken  by  your  Majesty  for  pre- 
venting the  dangers  which  tbreatned  us  ; yf,Ur 
early  care  in  forming  and  entering  into  t he  De- 
fensive Alliance,  to  which  the  accession  of  il,c 
States  General  has  added  so  great  a weight; 
the  establishing  a perfect  harmony,  union  and 
\ concert  between  your  Majesty,  the  most  Chris- 
tian Ring,  and  the  States  General  ; thesevernl 
negociations  which  your  Majesty,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  your  allies,  is  carrying  on  with  Sweden, 
Denmark,  and  other  powers  ; ami  tiro  Shewing 
the  power  and  influence  of  your  naval  force, 
by  the  seasonable  equipment  of  three  consi- 
derable squadrons,  are  the  apparent  causes  to 
which,  next  under  God,  we  owe  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  ppblic  peace,  and  the- preventing  I 
the  execution  of  those  destructive  find  uiijW  1 
designs  that  had  been  formed  against  this  nn-  | 
tion,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe.  The  very  I 
greut  satisfaction  your  Majesty  is  pleased  to  fs-  I 
press  at  the  happiness  of  your  people,  in  iheir  I 
lull  enjoyment  of  peace,  ease,  and  prosperity ; I 
your  tender  concern,  for  their  sake,  at  the  ] 
prospect  of  any  new  commotions,  Rnd  your  I 
continual  care  every  where  to  preserve  and  | 
maintain  the  undoubted  rights  and  privileges 
of  all  your  subjects,  cannot  but  fill  their  hearts 
with  the  most  grateful  sense  of  rheir  dnty,  and 
raise  in  them  the  utmost  detestation  and  con-  J 
tempt  of  the  vain  imagination  of  placing  n l'o-  1 
pish  Pretender  on  the  throne.  We  do  there- 
fore, at  this  important  juncture,  most  humbly  j 
beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  steady  I 
and  unshaken  fidelity,  and  that  nnthing  shall  | 
ever  divert  or  deter  us  from  making  ourstrong-  I 
est  efforts,  for  maintaining  your  Majesty’s  un- 
doubted right  and  title  to  the  crown  of  this  J 
realm,  and  for  preserving  nur  present  happy  | 
establishment : and  we  beseech  your  Majesty  | 
to  believe,  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power,  enable  your  Majesty  to  make  good  all 
your  engagements  with  your  Allies,  and  topre-  , 
serve  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  in  its  utmost 
extent ; to  vindicate  your  honour,  and  to  assert  j 
and  defend  your  right  to  Gibraltar,  and  the 
island  of  Minorca,  which  are  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  preservation  of  the  com-  J 
inerce  and  naval  strength  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  to  maintain  your  right  to  every  other  part  | 
of  your  dominions,  against  all  attempts  what-  1 
soever;  and  that  we  shall,  nt  nil  times,  be  ready 
to  concur  in  such  proper  measures,  ns  may  ef- 
fectually enable  your  Majesty,  in  Conjunction 
with  your  allies,  to  bring  to  reason  all  such  I 
powers,  as  shall  at  any  time  disturb  tbe  general 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  Europe.” 

The  King's  Answer.]  His  Majesty’s  Answer 
to  this  Address,  was  as  follows  : 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ I thank  you  heartily  for  this  very  dutiful  , 
and  loyid  Address  ; your  warm  concern  for 
maintaining  my  honour,  and  the  rights  of  WJ 
crown,  and  for  preserving  the  trade  of  this 
.AwW&Wfe*  MVesb  Mid  very, leasable  instance 
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of  Jour  love  to  your  country,  as  well  as  of  your  uses;  and  repose  such  a trust  nnd  confidence 
duty  and  affection  to  me.  in  his  Majesty,  as  the  public  utility  shall  re- 

*•  Your  approbation  of  the  several  measures  quire,  and  his  Majesty  shall  find  reasonable 
I have  taken  for  preserving  the  public  peace  and  necessary,  for  carrying  on  the  great  work 
and  tranquillity,  and  securing  die  rights  and  in  which  his  Majesty  is  engaged,  for  the  inte- 
privileges  of  my  people  against  all  usurpations,  rest  and  security  of  his  people,  and  the  com- 
gives  me  great  satisfaction.  mon  cause  of  Europe.” 

I entirely  depend  on  the  many  faithful  and 

affectionate  assurances  you  have  given  me  in  This  Motion  was  seconded  by  the  Lon.  John 
this  address  : you  may  as  absolutely  depend  Finch,  member  for  Higham-Ferrers ; but  was 
on  my  constant  endeavours  to  promote  the  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  Ship  pen,  sir  Wil- 
happiness  of  all  my  people.”  liam  Wyndbam,  Mr.  Hungerlord,  Mr.  Wil- 

liam Fultehey,  and  sir  Thomas  Huumer;  who 
Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address  of  were  answered  by  Mr.  Dodumgton,  Mr. 
Thanks .]  The  Commons  being  returned  tu  Ilorado  Walpole,  and  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
their  House,  and  Mr.  Speaker  having  reported  Mr.  Shippen  urged,  That  the  mutter  of  peace 
his  Majesty’s  Speech,  Mr.  Ouslow  moved,  and  war  is  of  the  greatest  weight  that  cun  fall 
“ That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Ins  under  the  consideration  of  that  asssembly; 
Majesty  to  return  him  the  Thanks  of  this  that  as  his  Majesty's  Speech  contained  many 
House  for  his  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  points  of  the  highest  moment  and  importance, 
throne;  to  acknowledge  his  Majesty's  good-  so  no  doubt  his  Majesty,  in  his  great  wisdom 
ness,  in  acquainting  his  Parliament  with  the  and  goodness  towards  his  people,  expected,  on 
several  proceedings  nnd  alliances  entered  into  this  occasion,  not  only  the  support,  but  like- 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain,  wise  the  advice  nf  that  House : tlmt,  in  order 
giving  such  just  cause  of  jealousy  to  the  neigh-  thereto,  they  ought  maturely  to  deliberate 
Louring  princes  and  states,  so/ formidable  and  on  those  several  heads,  which  could  not  be 
destructive  of  ■ he  true  hnlunce  of  power  m done  before  set eral  Papers  were  communicated 
Europe,  nnd  striking  at  the  foundation  of  the  to  them,  tlmt  seemed  absolutely  necessary' 
roost  valuable  privileges  and  interests  of  (lie  to  state  some  facts  relating  to  those  weighty 
subjects  ot  Ins  Majesty,  and  those  of  his  allies;  nmtters : that  the  motion,  as  it  was  drawn  up, 
to  declare  the  resentment  of  the  Commons  of  implied  su  approbation  of  measures  taken  to 
Great  Britain,  at  the  unjust  demand  of  the  prevent  dangers ; which  seemed  preposter- 
king  of  Spniu  for  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar,  ous  before  they  knew  either  wbnt  those  men- 
ahd  the  unwarrantable  usurpation  of  the  Em-  »uies  were,  or  whether  those  dangers  weye 
peror,  in  erecting  and  carrying  on  the  Ostend  real:  that  therefore  they  ought,  for  the  present, 
trade,  and  (heir  mutual  obligations  to  support  to  content  themselves  with  returning  his  Mn- 
ench  other  in  these  unjustifiable  attempts  and  jesty  the  most  hurnbjc  Thanks  of  the  House 
undertakings.  But  above  all,  to  express  our  for  his  most  gracious  Speech,  with  assurances 
highest  indignation  at  the  resolutions  and  en-  of  supporting  his  Majesty  in  all  just  and  neces- 
gagements  entered  into,  for  attempting  to  sary  measures ; and  appoint  a day  for  taking 
place  the  Pretender  on  ihe  throne  of  these  the  said  Speech  into  consideration, 
kingdoms;  to  return  his  Majesty  the  Tlmuks  Sir  William  Wyndham  took  notice  of  the 
of  this  House,  for  his  great  care  in  strengthen-  unsteadiness  of  our  counsels,  and  observed, 
ing  his  alliances,  and  for  employing  his  royal  That  of  late  years  our  measures  had  been  in 
fleet  so  usefully  for  the  security,  advantage,  a perpetual  fluctuation ; that  Penelope-like, 
and  glory  of  ttiis  nation.  And,  as  this  House  we  were  continually  weaving  and  unravelling 
cannot  but  look  upon  the  measures  and  reso - the  same  web;  at  one  time  raising  up  the 
luiioi-s,  taken  in  opposition  to  and  in  defiance  Emperor  to  depress  France,  and  now  we  were 
Of  most  solemn  treaties,  as  tending  to  nn  irn-  for  depressing  the  Emperor,  which  could  nut 
mediate  rupture,  humbly  to  desire  his  Majesty,  he  done  without  aggrandizing  France,  which, 
that  he  will  forthwith  give  the  necessary  orders  in  the  cud,  may  make  ihe  latter  loo  powerful  : 
for  putting  this  kingdom  in  n posture  of  de-  so  that  at  this  rate,  under  pretence  of  holding 
fence;  and  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  this  t he  Balance  of  Europe,  we  should  be  engaged 
House  will  uot  only  chqarfullv  anti  effectually  in  continual  wars. 

raise  the  supplies  necessary  lor  the  present  Mr.  Hiingeij'ord  said,  Tlmt  the  dangers  with 
exigency  of  affairs,  but  will  stand  by  and  sup-  which  we  were  threatened,  were  not,  in  his 
port  his  Majesty  in  making  good  his  engage-  opinion,  so  great,  as  they  were  by  some  people 
meals  with  his  allies ; in  preserving  the  balance  represented  to  he:  That  the  Czarina’s  and  (lie 
of  power  in  Europe  ; in  defending  the  posses-  king  of  Spain's  design  of  invading  us  with  five 
uons  of  the  crowu  of  Croat  Britain  ; in  sup-  or  six  men  of  wnr  seemed  altogether  romantic, 
porting  the  trade  of  this  nation  against  all  un-  since  such  a project,  may,  at  any  time,  he  de- 
justifiable  encroachments;  and  in  defeating  leated  by  our  ordinary  guard  slaps,  much  more 
®nd  confounding  ail  attempts  that  shall  be  when  we  had  such  strung  fl-rets  at  sea:  that 
made  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  and  to  the  therefore  the  fears  of  the  Pretender  w ere 
destruction  of  our  religion,  liberties  and  pro-  groundless  and  chimerical,  and  he  could  not 
perties ; and  that  this  House  will  apply  the  tell  how  they  could  bring  bun  over,  unless 
produce  of  ^)ie  Sinking  £upd  to  fft .proper . they,  borrowed  t^taitf  .Gulliver'^  floating  is- 
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land.  As  to  the  Ostend  Company,  lie  united 
il  to  be  a national  concern,  mid  n very  just 
motive  to  u war  with  the  Emperor;  but  that 
it  Imd  In-en  on  easy  matter  to  nip  tlint  project 
in  the  bud  . fur,  if  he  was  rightly  informed, 
ten  thbustind  pounds  would  have  prevailed  with 
tile  marquis  de  Prie  to  drop  it,  whereas  now, 
wlu.-n-.ihuL  Company  has  had  time  to  get  foot- 
ing both  in  Europe  nod  in  India,  it  may  prove 
u difficult  matter  to  suppress  it.  That  as  to 
Gibialtar,  the  demand  of  which  was  nlledged 
ns  u proof  of  an  offensive  alliance  between  the 
Emperor  and  Spain,  he  had  in  his  pocket  the 
purport  of  the  secret  article  relnting  to  that 
alia  if,  which  was  only,  That  in  case  the  King  of 
Spam  could  produce  n positive  promise  from 
Great  Britain  to  restore  Gibraltar,  his  Imperinl 
Majesty  would  eugngu  to  become  a mediator 
and  guarantee  for  the  performance  of  such 
n promise.  That  upon  the  whole  matter,  he 
Imped'  tilings  were  nut  yet  brought  to  so  despe- 
rate an  issue,  hut  that  same  means  of  accom- 
modation might  he  found  out,  without  running 
into  an  expensive  war,  and  augmenting  our 
forces,  which  he  ivns  afraid,  would  prove  an 
aggravuiion  of . misfortunes. 

Sir  Thomas  Hunmer  declared,  That  if  the 
dangers  they  were  threatened  with,  were  so 
real,  and  so  imminent  a9  some  people  pretend- 
ed, he  would  be  one  of  the  toremosi  in  the 
most  speedy  and  most  vigorous  resolutions. 
But  that  he  thought  those  dangers  yet  extreme 
distant,  to  say  no  more — That,  indeed,  some 
foreign  princes  may  make  a political  use  of  the 
Pretender,  as  a state  bug-bear  to  frighten  and 
alarm  us,  mid  thereby  endeavour  to  make  as 
subservient  to  their  ambitious  designs  ; but 
dial,  in  his  opinion,  his  interest  was  never  so 
low,  nut  his  party  so  inconsiderable  nnd  so 
despicable,  as  at  present,  and,  therefore  in 
this  day’s  debate  he  ought  to  be  left  iutirely  out 
of  the  qiianion.  That  lie  was  apprehensive 
the  acquisition  or  some  dominions  abroad  had 
sown  die  seeds,  and  were  the  true  causes  of 
the  divisions  anil  disiractinns,  which  now 
threaten  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  by 
drawing^ us  into  unaccountable  cnmplionces  for 
the  emperor,  on  the  one  hand,  and  into  a 
promise,  at  least  a conditional  one,  for  the 
restitution  of  Gibraltar  oil  the  other  hand  : 
Both  which  hud  brought  us  lit.  last  into  the  pre- 
sentdiSiciMies. 

In  answer  to  these  objections, 

Mr.  Haddington  took  notice.  That  the  eyes 
of  all  Christendom  were,  at  this  critical  junc- 
ture, fixed  upon  the  British  Parliament,  whose 
resoiniions  had  ever  a great  nml  jnst  weight 
nnd  influence  in  all  the  affairs  of  Europe  : And 
the  season  of  the  year  being  so  far  ad- 
vanced, they  ought  not  to  slip  the  first  oppruv 
tmiity  that  offered  to  give  his  Majesty  t lie 
strongest  assurances  of  supporting  him  in  till  his 
engagements  he  had  entered  inn*  with  his 
allies,  and  in  the  measures  that  shall  be  judged 
necessary,  for  securing  the  rights  nnd  interests 
of  his  subjects,  nnd  the  common  cause  of  Eu- 
rnpe.  , 


might  be  fatal  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs, 
which  required  vigorous  mid  speedy  resolutions, 
both  tor  the  encouragement  of  our  friends,  and 
'the  perfecting  some  iillianccs,  that  were  al- 
ready m great  forwardness ; and  for  the  dis- 
couragement of  our  enemies,  wbn  had  already 
blocked  up  Gibraltar,  mid  threatened  it  with  a 
siege.  That  the  measures  that  had  been  taken, 
were  but  a consequence  of  the  hist  year's  Ueso- 
lurinns,  which  that  House  bad  come  to,  after  a 
full  examination,  nnd  mature  consideration  of 
the  state  of  affairs,  then  laid  before  both  Houses 
by  his  Majesty:  But  that  however,  such  an 
Address  as  was  proposed,  did  not  preclude  a 
farther  inquiry  into  those  matters. 

Mr,  Horace  Walpole  in  answer  to  the  objeo- 
tion  of  the  unsteadiness  of  our  counsels,  ob- 
served, That  it  hud  often  been  matter  of  com- 
plaint : hut  that  it  was  the  unavoidable  result 
of  our  situation,  which  puts  us  on  that  neces- 
sity, and,  at  the  same  lime,  gives  us  the  pre- 
rogative of  holding  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe  : But  thut  besides  the  preserving  of 
that  balance,  which  was  in  great  danger  of 
being  destroyed  by  tbe  conjunction  of  the  Em- 
peror nnd  king  of  Spain,  and  the  intermar- 
riages of  their  issue,  we  had  nn  intimate  and 
immediate  concern  in  maintaining  our  invalu- 
able rights  and  privileges  of  commerce,  which 
had  been  notoriously  invaded ; and  in  defend- 
ing our  possessions  of  Gibraltar  and  the  Island 
of  Minorca,  which  we  had -acquired,  in  lawful 
war,  at  n vast  expence  of  blood  nnd  treasure, 
and  which  had  been  yielded  to  us  by  several 
solemn  treaties. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  said,  As  to  the  promise 
of  restoring  Gibraltar  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
that  such  a promise  not  having  heen  made 
while  he  had  the  honour  to  be  in  the  adminis- 
tration, he  could  say  nothing  to  it ; that  if 
such  a promise  was  ever  made,  lie  durst  aver, 
that,  it  was  cnndltionni,  and  made  void  nnd 
invalid  by  the  king  of  Spain’s  refusing  to  com- 
ply with  (heconditions  un  which  it  was  made; 
and  that  whenever  tbe  performance  of  that 
romisc  was  mentioned  to  him,  ns  insisted  on 
y the  king  of  Spain,  he  always  delivered  it  as 
his  fixed  nnd  positive  opinion,  that  Gibraltar 
could  not  be  given  up  without  the  consent  of 

parliament.  As  to  the  Ostend  Company,  which 
a gentleman  suggested,  might  have  been 
nipped  in  the  hud  ; he  left  it  to  the  House  to 
judge,  whether  it  had  not  been  highly  impru- 
dent nnd  impolitic  in  us,  to  quarrel  with  the 
emperor  about  it,  before  we  had  engaged 
both  France  nnd  Holland  in  the  danger  and 
expence  of  that  quarrel,  who  have,  at  least, 
nn  equal  concern  with  us.  in  the  suppressing  of 
; the  Ostein!  trade.  And  as  to  the  danger  of  nn 
invasion  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  such  early 
measures  had  been  tuken  to  defeat  it,  that  ho 
hoped  by  ibis  time,  it  was  pretty  well  over: 
i But  that  besides  the  glaring  appearances  of 
' enmity  to  his  Majesty,  and  of  favour  anil  coun- 
tenance to  the  Pretender’s  friends,  at  the  courts 
of  Vie nua  nnd  Madrid,  his  Majesty  had  such 
sqqttoabim*  rad^tttarfitgiftdilwce  of  a formed 
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design  to  invade  his  dominions,  that  it  had 
been  the  most  unpardonable  want  of  duty,  ami 
n criminal  supineness  in  his  ministers,  not  to 
take  nil  possible  precautions  against  it.  And 
as  to  any  measures  that  had  been  taken  inuny 
years  ngo,  and  to  which  anuther  member  as- 
cribed the  convulsions  which  now  threaten  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  he  was  not  at  all  con- 
cerned in  those  measures  ; and  so  could  suy 
nothing  to  them ; neither  were,  indeed,  such 
remote  and  groundless  causes  a proper  subject 
for  their  present  consideration 

At  last,  .the  question  being  put  upon  Mr. 
Onslow’s  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  a (linn  a- 
tive,  by  251  voices  against  81:  and  a Com- 
mit tee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addres  ac- 
cordingly, which  was  the  next  day  reported  and 

The  Commons'  Address  of  Thanhs.']  January 
19.  The  Commons  presented  the  same  to  liis 
Majesty  as  follows  : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commous  of  Great  Britain  iu 
parliament  assembled,  return  your  Majesty 
our  humblest  thunks  for  ycur  most  gracious 
speech  from  the  throne. 

“ The  communication,  which  your  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  make,  of  tho  proceedings 
and  transactions  in  Europe  for  some  time  past, 
and  of  the  engagements  entered  into  between 
the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain,  js  an  instance 
of  your  Majesty's  singular  goodness,  in  being 
as  desirous  to  give  your  people  all  reasonable 
satisfaction,  as  you  have  ever  been  solicituus 
for  their  good  and  welfare. 

“ We  arc  very  sensible  of  the  fatal  tendency 
of  the  sudden  and  unaccountable  conjunction 
between  those  two  crowns  ; and  as  this  nation 
has  always  looked  with  jealous  eyes  upon  the 
very  beginning  of  every  attempt  made  by  tbeir 
neighbours  to  establish  a commerce,  at  the 
hazard  and  to  the  prejudice  of  our  undoubted 
rights  nnd  privileges  ; we  cannot  but  he  great- 
ly alarmed  to  see  these  incroacltments  upon 
our  trade,  and  notorious  infractions  of  treaties, 
accompanied  with  a scheme  of  greatness  that 
lays  the  foundation  of  a most  exorbitant  power, 
which,  if  not  timely  opposed,  and  withstood 
with  vigour  and  resolution,  may  liecotne  for- 
midable to  all  Europe,  and  enable  the  aggres- 
sors, without  controul,  to  maintain  their" un- 
warrantable attempts. 

“ Nor  can  we  at  ull  doubt  of  the  spirit  and 
design  of  this  new  friendship  nnd  alliance,  wben 
we  see  it>  cemented  by  mutual  obligations  for 
supporting  one  of  the  contracting  powers  in 
the  unjustifiable  and  usurped  exercise  of  the 
Ostend  trade,  at  the  same  time  that  a peremp- 
tory demand  is  made  and  insisted  upon  by  the 
other,  for  tlie  restitution  of  Gibraltar,  a place 
of  such  importance  to  the  trade  of  this  king- 

“ But  the  consideration  that  creates  the 
highest  resentment  in  your  faithful  Commons 
“» to  see  thal’«!itsnt*m'’t*e«i^titjntW'fc)jeigai| 


princes  leads  them  to  aspire  and  grasp  at  ex- 
orbitant power,  or  to  acquire  and  possess  them- 
selves of  any  valuable  rights  and  privileges  be- 
longing to  tlie  subjects  of  your  Majesty  and 
your  allies,  all  guarantees,  and  the  most  solemn 
engagements  of  faith  and  gratitude  to  your 
Majesty,  purchased  by  the  blond  and  treasure 
»f  ibis  nation,  tire  cancelled  and  forgot;  and 
it  is  vainly  imagined  that  your  Majesty  must 
either  trfmely  submit  to,  and  patiently  acquiesce 
under,  the  greatest  indignities  and  injuries  to 
your  crown  and  people,  or  he  insulted  with 
menaces  and  projects  in  favour  of  a popish 
Pretender.  * 

“ But  your  Majesty’s  loyal,  faithful*  nnd 
affectionate  subjects,  ihe  Luminous  of  Great 
Britain,  sensible  of  the  inestimable  bles-iugs 
they  enjoy  under  your  Majesty’s  most  gracious 
ami  happy  government,  have  coo  great  a regard 
to  the  honour  nnd  dignity  of  your  crown,  and 
too  much  abhorrence  ail'd  detestation  of  an 
abjured  Pretender,  to  suffer  these  vain  terrors 
to  have  any  ill  effect  upon  their  minds  or  deli- 
berations. 

“ It  is  with  indignation  that  we  see  this  in- 
jurious treatment  and  these  provoking  insults; 
and  it  is  with  nn  unshaken  fidelity  anil  resolu- 
tion. that  we  are  determined,  with  unr  lires 
and  fortunes,  to  stand  by  and  support  your 
Majesty  against  nil  your  enemies. 

We  must,  at  [lie  same  time,  with  all  gra- 
titude, acknowledge  your  Majesty's  wisdom 
nnd  vigilance,  iu  strengthening  yourself  with 
the  alliance  of  powers  united  in  interest,  nnd 
best  nlile  to  withstand  the  impending  danger, 
and  to  support  the  common  cause  of  Europe. 

“ We  see,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  the 
naval  power  of  Great-Brilnin  appearing  in 
distant  regions,  in  its  proper  lustre,  so  usefully 
and  wisely  employed  to  carry  safety  and  pro- 
tection to’  your  own  subjects  and  to  your  allies, 
and  to  curb  and  restrain  the  boasted  projects 
of  the  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  Europe. 

“ And  ns  we  cannot  but  look  upon  the  mea- 
sures nnd  resolutions  concerted  nud  taken  in 
opposition  to,  and  in  defiance  of  the  most 
solemn  Treaties,  as  rending  to  an  immediate 
rupture,  we  humbly  beseech  your  Majesty,  that 
you  will  be  pleased  forthwith  to  give  the  ne- 
cessary orders  for  putting  this  kingdom  into  a 
posture  of  defence  ; and  we  assure  your  Ma- 
jesty, that  we  will  not  only  cheerfully  and  ef- 
fectually raise  the  Supplies  necessary  for  the 
present  exigency  of  affairs,  but  will  support 
your  Majesty  m making  good  your  engage- 
ments with  your  allies,  in  preserving  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe,  in  defending  the  present 
possessions  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britnin,  in 
supporting  the  trade  of  this  nation  against  till 
unjustifiable  aud  pernicious  inernadiments, 
and  in  defeating  and  confounding  nil  attempts 
that  shall  be  made  in  favour  of  the  Pretender, 
nnd  for  the  destruction  of  pur  religion,  liber- 
tiesi  nnd  properties. 

“ And  that  all,  who  wish  well  to  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  your  Majesty's  government,  may 
■ have ■ thiii is tttisl b e twit-  li  .scisp-eintl  rbur  pruent 
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necessities  shall  make  no  interruption  in  the 
progress  of  tlint  desirable  work  of  gradually  dis- 
charging the ‘national  debt,  we  will  consider  of 
the  most  proper  methods  for  immediately  ap- 
plying the  produce  of  the  sinking  fund  to  the 
uses  for  which  it  was  so  wisely  contrived,  and 
to  which  it  stands  now  appropriated;  and  will 
reposesuch  a trust  and  confidence  in  your  Ma- 
jesty as  the  public  utility  shall  require,  and  as 
your  Majesty  shall  find  reasonable  and  neces- 
sary for  carrying  on  the  great  work  in  which 
your  Majesty  is  engaged,  for  the  interest  and 
security  of  your  people,  and  the  common  cause 
of  Europe.” 

The  King’s  Amucr.]  To  this  Address  the 
King  returned  the  following  Answer: 

“ Gentlemen; 

“ I return  you  my  thanks  for  this  very  dutiful 
and  loyal  Address:  The  just  sense  you  have 
expressed  of  the  present  posture  of  affairs  in 
Europe,  anil  the  hearty  assurances  you  have 
given  me  of  your  support  in  defending  my  pos- 
sessions and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  my 
people  as  they  are  evidences  of  your  known 
zenl  and  affection  to  my  person  and  govern- 
ment, I am  persuaded  they  will  confirm  the 
spirit  and  vigour  of  my  allies,  and  convince 
my  enemies  how  vain  and  ill  grounded  all  their 
expectations  are,  of  being  able  to  succeed  in 
any  attempts  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Europe, 
and  in  offering  injuries  and  insults  to  this  na- 
tion.” 

Debate  in  the  Lords  an  the  King’s  Speech.] 
January  24.  The  House  of  Lords  in  a Grand 
Committee  took  into  consideration  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Speech,  which  being  read  by  the  clerk, 
The  earl  of  Strafford  took  notice,  That  it  con- 
tained matters  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  whole  nation,  and  whicli  therefore  ought 
to  be  maturely  weighed,  the  rather  because 
his  Majesty  undoubtedly  expected  the  advice 
of  both  Houses ; and  in  particular  of  that  as- 
sembly which  is  the  standing  council  of  the 
crown.  That  besides  his  Majesty's  Speech, 
several  Papers  relating  to  the  present  critical 
juncture  had  been  laid  before  them,  which 
seemed  to  require  inure  time  than  they  had 
been  allowed  to  examine  into  them  : but  since 
they  were  called  upon  it,  on  so  short  a warning, 
his  lordship  moved,  “ That  the  House  might 
resolve  itself  into  a Grand  Committee,  to  take 
those  important  matters  into  their  considera- 
tion.” This  motion  being  unanimously  agreed 
to,  the  House  went  into  a Grand  Committee ; 
and  the  clerk  read  the  titles  of  the  several 
Papers  laid  before  the  House,  consisting  chiefly 
of  Letters  and  Memorials,  that  had  passed  be- 
tween the  ministers  of  Great  Britain,  Frfmce 
and  Spain,  and  the  Act  of  Accession  of  the 
States  General  to  the  Hanover  Treaty.  After 
the  reading  thereof, 

Lord  Bathurst  opened  the  debate,  and  took 
notice,  with  what  circumspection  the  States 
General  had  acted  in  this  whole  affair.  That 
they  had  not  folly  and  entirely  acceded  to  the 
-Treaty  of]I^iqvRr,;jiqce , (fey  Jjad.fivmaUyiHid- 
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expressly  excused  themselves  from  the  general 
guaranty  of  the  treaties  of  Westphalia  and 
Oliva,  in  which  they  said,  they  were  never 
engaged ; and  as  to  the  business  of  Thorn, 
they  Imd  only  promised  to  employ  their  friendly 
offices  for  obtaining  a reasonable  satisfaction  : 
So  that  they  acceded  only  upon  account  of  the 
5th  and  <5th  Articles  of  the  treaty  of  Munster, 
for  preserving  and  maintaining  their  rights  with 
respect  to  commerce  ; whereas  by  the  treaty  of 
Hanover,  Great  Britain  and  prance  stood  en- 
gaged to  guaranty  to  the  Dutch,  not  only  the 
said  5th  and  (5th  Articles  of  the  peace  of  West- 
phulia,  but  likewise  the  Barrier  treaty  ; and  tha 
lreaty.pl  Oliva,  iu  favour  of  the  protestants  of 
Germany.  And  thus,  what  they  had  done  did 
not  deserve  the  name  of  Accession,  the  rather 
because  they  had  made  it  an-expre6S  condition, 
That  their  act  of  accession  should  he  approved 
and  raiified  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  the 
mos_t  Christian  king,  and  the  king  of  Prussia  : 
But  though  this  last  potentate  was  one  of  the 
principal  t-ontractors  in  the  treaty  of  Hanover, 
yet  no  mention  being  now  made  of  him,  his 
lordship  could  not  tell  what  to  make  of  it. 
That  it  seems  his  minister  had  refused:  signing 
the  said  A.ct  of  Accession,  probably  upon  ac- 
count of  the  Dutch  excusing  themselves  from 
the  general  guaranty  : But  let  his  reasons,  for  . 
receding  from  his  engagements,  be  what  they 
would,  his  example  might  be  of  a very  danger- 
ous consequence,  for  by  a letter  from  the  duke 
de  Bournonville,  the  Spanish  minister  at 
Vienna,  it  appeared,  that  they  were  not  with- 
out hopes  at  the  imperial  court,  that  France 
might  thereby  think  herself  disengaged  from  the 
Hanover  alliance  : In  whicli  event  Great  Bri- 
tain alone  must  bear  the  burden  of  an  expen- 
sive war  with  two  of  the  greatest  potentates  in 
Europe.  That  the  Dutch  receiving  far  greater 
advantages,  than  Great  Britain,  Irom  the  East 
India  trade,  and  consequently  being  more  con- 
cerned than  we  in  the  suppression  of  the  Ostend 
Company,  ought,  at  least  to  bear  an  equal 
share  with  us  in  the  expences  of  this  war.  and 
guaranty  to  us  the  possession  of  Gibraltar,  in 
the  same  manner  as  Great  Britain  guaranties 
to  them  their  barrier.  That  his  lordship  did 
not  see  any  just  reason  fora  rapture  withSpnin. 
That,  indeed  the  the  duke  de  Ripperda  might 
have  dropt  some  indiscreet  expressions;  but 
that  be  was  known  to  be  a hoi- headed  man; 
and  princes  have  a right  to  disavow  the  indis- 
cretions of  their  ministers,  which  the  king  of 
Spain  had  done,  in  a most  solemn  manner,  with 
relation  to  Ripperda.  That  it  was  well  known, 
that  violent  ministers  do  many  un accountable 
things : And  if  their  idle  expressions  were  ft 
just  foundation  for  war,  nations  would  ever  be 
at  daggeis  drawing.  That,  for  some  time  past, 
the  emperor  had  been  treated  here  very  cava- 
lierly by  some  persons  ; and  that,  in  the  me- 
morial the  marquis  de  Pozzo  Bueno  left  behind 
him,  at  his  departure,  it  was  suggested,  lbat 
the  violent  state  to  which  affairs  are  now  re- 
duced, is  owing  to  the  ministers  of  England. 

mwpition  is  mail* 
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of  a positive  promise  by  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar : which 
could  not  be  supposed  to  have  been  said  with- 
out some  foundation ; and  therefore  it  would 
be  highly  necessary  to  inquire,  whether  such  « 
promise  was  ever  made  ; and  whether  any  thing 
like  it  was  mentioned  in  the  treaty  concluded 
at  Madrid?  That  all  possible  methods  of  an 

amicable  accommodation  ought  to  he  tried  be- 
fore'they  engaged  iu  a wnr,  which,  in  our  pre- 
seut  circumstances,  might  be  attended  with 
very  dangerous  consequences.  That  the  na- 
tion is  loaded , with  a debt  of  above  fifty  mil- 
lions: That  though  they  are  told  of  a Sinking 
Fund  applied  to  the  gradual  discharge  of  that 
burden,  yet  it  was  more  to  be  wished  than  ex- 
pected, that  the  operation  of  that  wise  contri- 
vance should  suffer  no  interruption,  by  the  exi- 
gencies inseparable  from  a war.  That  one  of 
our  best  mathematicians  has  foretold.  That  if 
ever  England  raises  above  five  millions  in  a 
year,  it  will  infallibly  be  exhausted  in  a few 
years : That  if,  at  this  juncture,  we  should  enter 
tipbn  a war,  and  not  meddle  with  the  Sinking- 
Fund,  according  to  die  scheme  of  those  in  the 
adminiscratiun,  they  must  he  obliged  to  raise, 
at  least,  seven  millions  a year  upon  the  people 
of  England ; the  consequence  of  which  wns  ob- 
vious to  any  one  who  admitted  the  principle  of 
rhat  grem  mathematician.  That  in  some  of  the 
papers  laid  before  the  House,  mention  wns 
made  of  great  sums  of  money  distributed  to 
bring  some  meusures  to  bear:  that  for  his  own 
part,  lie  had  touched  neither  Spanish  nor  Eng- 
lish gold;  he  was  neither  a Spaniard  nor  a 
Frenchman;  hut  a true  Englishman;  and  as 
long  as  he  Imd  the  honour  to  sit  in  that  House, 
he  would  speak  and  act  for  the  good  of  his 
country.  That  therefore  he  would  sum  up  all 
he  had  said,  with  earnestly  desiring  their  lord- 
ships seriously  Co  consider  the  matter  before 
them,  which  was  of  the  last  consequence  and 
importance  cu  the  whole  nation  : What  (said 
he)  can  we  get  by  a wnr,  if  it  be  a successful 
one?  1 will  say  it  in  oue  word.  Nothing.  What 
can  we  lose  if  it  he  unprosperous  ? I will  say  it 
in  one  word,  in  a syllable,  All. 

The  Duke  of  Argytc  stood  up  next,  and  took 
notice  of  an  insinuation  in  lord  Bathurst’s 
speech,  grounded  on  n suggestion  from  the 
duke  de  Bournonville,  as  if  the  court  of  France 
might  think  themselves  disengaged  from  the 
Hanover  alliance,  on  account  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  in  that  Treaty,  withdrawing 
himself  Ir.nn  it:  But  that  he  might  assure  the 
House,  that  the  king  of  France  stood  firm  to 
his  engagements,  and,  in  the  course  Of  this 
whole  affair,  had  acted  in  perfect  concert  with 
his  Britannic  Majesty  -.  To  evince  which,  his 

(pace  desired.  That  the  clerk  might  read  the 
e tiers  on  the  table,  from  count  de  Morville, 
secretary  of  state  to  the  most  Christian  king, 
to  Mr.  Walpole,  the  British  ambassador  iu 
France,  and  to  signior  Massci,  the  pope's 
nuncio  at  Madrid,  which  were  rend  accordingly, 
and  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  House. 
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answer  to  lord  Bathurst  alledged,  That  , the 
Treaty  of  Hanover  being  purely  defensive,  had 
made  no  alteration  in  the  treaties  subsisting 
before,  either  between  the  contracting  powers, 
or  oi  her  princes  and  states:  that 'the  true  aim 
and  intention  of  this  alliance  wns  a reciprocal 
guarantee  for  the  protecting  null  maintaining 
the  dominions  and  countries,  both  ip  and  out 
of  Europe,  whereof  eneb  of  the  allies  was 
actually  possessed,  at  the  time  of  t|ic  signing 
of  this  alliance:  so  that  by  acceding  thereto, 
the  crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  France  became 
guarantees  of  the  5th  and  6th  articles  of  the 
treaties  of  Munster,  by  which  the  Dutch  are 
inti’led  to  exclusive  rights  mid  privileges  of 
trade  in  the  East-Indies : hut  that  this  gua- 
rantee wns  reciprocal  between  Great  Britain 
nud  the  States  General,  since  by  the  tredty  of 
1667,  Spain  had  grained  to  England  the  same 
rights  and  privileges  which  the  Dutch  enjoyed 
by  the  said  5th  and  6th  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Westphalia:  that  therefore  the  suppressing  of 
the  Ostend  ‘Company,  which  manifestly  in- 
vaded those  exclusive  rights  and  privileges  wa» 
become  a common  cause  between  us  and  the 
Dutch ; that  our  concern  therein  is  almost 
equal  to  theirs;  since  our  East-Iodia  trade 
brings  about  300,000/.  a year  into  the  customs, 
which  being  part  of  the  general  mortgage,  if  so 
considerable  a branch  of  trade  should  he  lost, 
that  yearly  sum  would  be  taken  from  the  sink- 
ing fund.  That  by  former  treaties  Great  Bri- 
tain was  guarantee  to  the  Dutch  for  their 
barrier  in  the  Netherlands,  ns  reciprocally,  by 
the  same  treaties  they  were  guarantees  to 
Great  Britain  for  the  Protestant  succession; 
So  that,  in  those  respects,  we  stood  no  more 
engaged  to  them,  than  they  tu  us.  That,  in- 
deed, by  their  act  of  accession  to  the  Hanover 
alliance,  the  States  General  exempt  themselves 
from  the  general  guarantee  of  the  treaties  of 
Westphalia  and  Oliva,  to  which  they  never 
stood  engaged ; but  nevertheless,  by  the  same 
net  they  engage  themselves  to  employ  jointly 
with  Great  Britain  and  France  their  friendly 
offices  for  obtaining  a reasonable  satisfaction 
and  reparation,  as  to  the  infractions  which 
might  have  been  made  in  the  treaty  pf  Olivn ; 
which  is  as  much  as  tile  contracting  powers 
have  engaged  themselves  to,  by  the  first  secret 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Hanover : nnd  is,  in- 
deed, as  little  as  ihe  Protestant  potentates 
could  do  in  commiseration  pf  the  great  severi- 
ties lately  exercised  against  the  Protestants  of 
Thorn.  That  as  to  the  indecent  expressions 
of  the  duke  de  Ripperdo,  they  were  not  al- 
ledged as  a just  foundation  for  a rupture  with 
Spain  ; bat  only  ns  corroborating  indications 
of  an  offensive  alliance  between  that  prince 
and  the  emperor,  of  which  there  were  such 
convincing  proofs,  as  left  no  room  to  doubt  it. 
That  as  to  the  secret  article  of  that  alliance  in 
favour  of  the  Pretender,  his  Majesty  Imd  re- 
received  from  several  parts  such  positive  in- 
formations, that  if  die  safety  of  the  state  per- 
mitted to  lay  tliose  advices  before  the  House, 
.more  isfuaiioMltenieertouuy  of 


539] 

such  an  article,  than  if  they  had  been  present 
at  the  signing  of  it.  But  his  lordship  hoped 
that  illustrious  assembly  would  not  think  any 
of  his  Majesty's  servants,  who  had  the  honour 
to  sit  amongst  them,  so  audacious  as  to  tell 
them  downright  untruths,  or  to  presume  to  im- 
pose upon  Lheir  lordships  by  alledging  facts  of 
so  great  importance,  without  sufficient  vouchers. 
Thnt  as  to  the  other  articles  of  the  secret  of- 
fensive alliance,  relating  to  the  supporting  of 
the  Ostend  company,  and  the  restitution  of 
Gibraltar,  the  king  of  Spain  and  his  ministers 
were  so  far  from  denying  them,  that  on  the 
contrary,  they  did  nut  scruple  publicly  to  avow 
them.  That  hereupon  his  Majesty  could  not, 
in  prudence,  hut  take  early  and  proper  mea- 
sures to  oppose  an  alliance  so  directly  levelled 
against  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  invasive  of 
the  most  valuable  rights  and  privileges  ac- 
quired to  his  subjects  by  the  most  solemn  trea- 
ties. That,  at  the  same  time,  notwithstand- 
ing these  high  provocations,  his  Majesty  shewed 
his  inclination  and  disposition  to  au  amicable 
accommodation ; and  with  this  view,  it  was  in- 
timated to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid, 
that  if  the  emperor  would  remove  the  Ostend 
Company  to  Trieste,  or  any  other  place  in  his 
dominions,  which  did  not  heretofore  belong  to 
the  Spanish  monarchy.  Great  Britain  would 
quietly  acquiesce:  But  instead  of  accepting 
this  proposal,  those  two  courts  not  only  seemed 
resolved  to  support  the  Ostend  trade,  but 
Spain,  in  the  memorial  lately  presented  by  the 
marquis  de  Pozzu  Bueno,  insisted  on  the  speedy 
restitution  of  Gibraltar,  by  virtue  of  a pre- 
tended positive  promise,  which  exists  no  where; 
which  put  his  Majesty,  and  the  whole  nation, 
under  the  necessity  of  a vigorous  self-defence. 

Lord  Bin'glcy  urged.  That  in  our  present 
situation,  we  should  use  all  possible  methods  to 
avoid  entering'  into  a war,  which  might  prove 
of  long  continuance,  and  of  which  we  should 
be  obliged  to  bear  the  main  burden  without 
any  prospect  of  real  advantage  in  the  conclu- 
sion. That  we  were  involved  in  an  immense 
debt  which  could  nut  be  increased  (as  it  would 
infallibly,  in  the  progress  of  the  war)  without 
endangering  the  nation’s  sinking  under  the 
load.  That  the  distractions  which  now  threat- 
ened the  peace  of  Europe,  were  mainly  owing 
to  our  ftucluating  councils.  That  after  a long 
and  expensive,  but  most  glorious  war,  we  had, 
at  lust,  compassed  the  main  end  of  the  grand 
alliance,  which  was  to  give  the  house  of 
Austria  n reasonable  satisfaction,  and  to  settle 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  both  whicli 
were  effectually  done  by  the  peace  of  Utrecht. 
But  that  upon  bis  Majesty’s  accession,  some 
persons  made  it  their  business  to  exclaim 
against  all  that  had  been  done  in  the  former 
glorious  reign.  That  they  had  made  the  power 
and  riches  of  Great  Britain  subservient  to  the 
boundless  ambition  of  the  house  of  Austria; 
having,  in  concert  wiib  France,  formed  the 
scheme  of  the  quadruple  alliance,  and  put  the 
emperor  ill  possession  of  Sicily,  whicli  bore 
down  . 
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turned  the  balance  of  power.  That  we  were 
never  told  what  recoinpcnce  Great  Britain  was 
to  have  for  our  excessive  complaisance  to  the 
emperor,  (as  was  owned  in  n late  treatise  wrote 
to  justify  the  present  measures,)  in  which  it  is 
alledgcd,  “ That  we  were  hastening  apace  to 
make  the  emperor  a power  loo  great  and  too 
formidable;  and  thnt  we  should  find  in  him, 
at  last,  the  enemy  we  then  dreaded  only  iQ 
another."  Neither  wus  it  yet  known  what 
equivalent  Great  Britain  was  to  have  lor  Gib- 
raltar, the  restitution  of  which  the  most 
Christian  king  undertook  to  procure  to  the 
king  of  Spain,  and  which  undoubtedly  the  re- 
gent of  France  would  not  liave  mentioned  in 
the  manifesto  against  Spain,  unless  he  had  ob- 
tained  a previous  promise  for  it.  That  what- 
ever grounds  there  were  for  these  counsels,  the 
reason  now  given  for  running  counter  to  them, 
is  still  the  same ; to  wit,  Thai  it  is  the  preroga- 
tive, as  well  as  the  interest  of  Great  Britain, 
to  hold  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.  That 
he  did  not  absolutely  deny  this  maxim : but 
as  it  might  serve  to  justify  any  rupture,  it  ought 
to  be  confined  within  proper  bounds ; for  if 
this  prerogative  were  wantonly  exerted,  it 
might  engage  us  in  perpetual  wars ; and,  at 
last,  prove  fatal  to  our  trade,  the  main  spring 
of  our  wealth  and  power.  That  the  republic 
of  Venice  was  a pregnant  instance  of  this  truth, 
and  a standing  warning  to  all  trading  nations: 
for  by  their  refined  politics,  and  meddling  too 
far  in  the  differences  of  the  great  potentates  of 
Europe,  upder  pretence  of  holding  the  balance, 
they  first  lost  tneir  commerce,  and  soon  after 
their  greatness  and  consideration.  That  by  our 
late  quarrels  with  SpniD,  that  branch  of  our 
trade  which  heretofore  was  very  considerable,  it 
almost  entirely  lost ; and  if  upon  account  of  the 
unprofitable,  not  to  say  ruinous  trade  to  the 
East-Indies,  we  should  now  engage  in  a war 
against  the  emperor,  it  will  endnnger  the  Irfss 
of  the  great  and  profitable  commerce  we  drive 
in  Germany:  Concluding,  Thar  we  ought  to 
try  all  possible  means  to  bring  matters  in  dis- 
pute to  an  amicable  accommodation  to  which 
the  emperor  seemed  not  disinclined. 

The  Earl  of  Peterborough  said,  That  let  our 
circumstances  be  what  they  would,  we  ought  to 
exert  ourselves  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown,  and  defend  the  just  rights  aud  privi- 
leges of  the  nati.on. 

Lord  Carteret  answered  lord  Bingley,  urging, 
Thai  it  was  no  wonder  thnt  noble  lord  so  highly 
applauded  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  aud  ascribed 
our  misfortunes  10  the  measures  pursued  in 
this  reign  : for  this  way  of  reasoning  became 
well  enough  those  who  had  gone  so  great 
lengths  wiih  the  late  Queen’s  last  ministers. 
Nor  was  it,  for  the  same  reason,  at  all  surpris- 
ing, his  lordship  should  give  so  melancholy  a 
prospect  of  our  affairs : thnt  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Madrid  undoubtedly  entertained 
the  same  notions  of  Great  Britain,  else  they 
would  not  dare  to  insult  us  ; to  offer  indignities 
to  his  Majesty,  and  to  treat  our  ministers  with 
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bet  for  a eedula  : that  we  ought  not  invidi- 
ously to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  our  misfor- 
tunes ; but  consider  of  proper  means  to  do 
ourselves  justice, _ and  to  make  suitable  returns 
to  liis  Majesty's  paternal  care  in  laying  before 
his  Parliament  the  present  state  of  affairs  in 
Europe,  and  the  measures  taken  to  prevent 
the  dangers  that  threatened  ns : that  we  wnut 
neither  wealth  nor  strength,  and,  he  hoped,  we 
should  not  want  spirit  to  assert  our  rights,  and 
to  maintain  his  Majesty  and  his  royal  progeny 
on  the  throne:  That  the  example  of  the  repub- 
lic nf  Venice  far  from  deterring  ns,  ought  rather 
to  excite  us  to  make  our  last  efforts  to  support 
the  commerce  of  these  kingdoms,  against  the 
encroachments  made  upon  it  contrary  to  the 
most  solemn  treaties  ; fop  the  decay  of  that 
powerful  state  was  not  owing  to  their  meddling 
with  the  differences  among  the  potentates  of 
Europe,  but  rather  to  the  loss  of  the  great 
trade  they  carried  on  iu  the  East-Indies,  through 
the  Red  Sea  ; by  reason  of  the  settlements 
which  the  Portuguese,  and  after  them  the  Dutch 
. and  other  nations,  made  there  : That  our 
I Share  in  the  East-Indin  trade  is  neither  so  in- 
considerable, nop  so  unprofitable,  as  some 
were  pleased  to  represent  it : that,  indeed,  as 
that  commerce  drains  Europe  of  a great  deal  of 
silver,  and  returns  only  trifling  commodities, 
that  serve  to  feed  luxury,  and  which  conse- 
| quently  we  might  be  without,  it  were,  perhaps, 
to  be  wished  that  it  might  be  entirely  laid 
aside  : but"  that  this  must  be  doue  by  the  ge- 
| neral  consent  of  sill  the  states,  concerned  in  it ; 
otherwise  they  who  gave  it  up  would  be  obliged 
to  buy  at  a dear  rate  of  them  who  should 
carry  it  on,  those  commodities  which  custom 
I have  rendered  in  a manner  necessary  : that  as 
to  the  trade  to  Spain,  we  have,  for  many  years 
| past,  lost  a great  part  of  it : but  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  have  very  much  enlarged  our 
dealings  with  Portugal,  which  are  far  more  ad- 
vantageous to  us.  And  as  for  our  trade  to 
I Germany,  though  the  emperor  may  cramp  and 
restrain  it,  in  his  hereditary  dominions,  as  he 
has  already  done  by  prohibiting  several  of  our 
commodities,  that  loss  is  inconsiderable,  since 
1 he  cannot  deprive  us  of  our  commerce  io  the 
| other  parts  ol  the  empire,  and  the  North,  by 
the  way  of  Hamburgh,  Dnntzick  and  other 
Hanse  "towns.  That  though  in  many  things  he 
differed  from  the  noble  lords,  who  spoke  on  the 
j other  side,  yet  he  agreed  with  them,  that  peace 
I is  more  eligible  than  war,  especially  for  a trad- 
I ing  nation  ; and  therefore  that  all  possible  me- 
thods of  accommodation  ought  to  be  tried.  That 
U was  yet  uncertain,  whether  we  ought  to  look 
upon  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain  ns 
friends  or  enemies  : that  the  best  friends  may 
sometimes  fall  out ; hut  as  no  prilice  has  a 
tight  to  encroach  upon  others,  the  most  eflec 
tual  way  to  restore  amity,  was  to  come  to  vi- 
gorous resolutions ; and  to  put  ourselves  in  a 
posture  of  doing  ourselves  justice. 

Lord  Lechmere.  endeavoured  to  shew,  That 
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new  alliance:  that  their  act  of  accession 
was  in  reality  no  accession  at  all ; since 
they  exempt  themselves  from  the  general 
gnaranty  of  the  treaties  of  Munster  nnd  Oliva, 
and  of  any  possession's  in  dispute,  where- 
as we  stand  engaged  to  guaranty  all  their  pre- 
tensions to  trade,  and  their  barrier  in  the  Ne- 
therlands : adding,  that  the  guaranty  of  the 
treaty  of  Oliva  mentioned  in  the  first  separate 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  was  not  con- 
fined to  good  offices,  bnt  extended  to  see  that 
treaty  supported,  maintained  and  observetf  to 
all  intents  and  purposes : that  the  king  of 
Prussia,  one  of  the  original  contracting  powers 
in  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  having  refused  to  sigu 
the  said  act  of  accession,  seemed  thereby  to 
have  renounced  or  withdrawn  himself  from  that 
alliance,  since  by  the  seventh  article  of  it,  the 
States  General  were  particularly  invited  to  ac- 
cede to  it : that  they  wanted  several  informa- 
tions relating  to  the  negociations  nnd  mea- 
sures mentioned  in  his  Majesty's  speech; 
which  were  the  subject-matter  of  their  present 
consideration,  and  ought  to  be  well  examined 
into,  before  they  approved  those  measures. 

Resolution  approving  of  the  Measures  taken 
with  respect  to  Spain.]  ills  lordship  being  an- 
swered by  the  duke  ol  Argyle,  the  lordTowns- 
hend  moved,  “ That  it  fully  appears  to  this 
Committee,  upon  consideration  of  his  Majesty’s 
Speech,  and  the  Letters  and  Memorials  laid 
before  the  House  by  his  Majesty’s  order,  That 
the  measures  his  Majesty  has  thought  fit  to  take 
were  honourable,  just,  and  necessary  for  pre- 
venting the  execution  of  the  dangerous  engage- 
ments entered  into  in  favour  of  the  Pretender, 
for  preserving  the  dominions  belonging  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  by  solemn  treaties,  and 
particularly  those  of  Gibraltar  and  the  island  of 
Minorca,  and  for  maintaining  to  bis  people  their 
most  valuable  rights  and  privileges  of  Commerce 
and  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Europe.” 
Then  the  question  being  put  upon  the  said  mo- 
tion, it  was  agreed  to  by  a great  majority. 

Protest  against  the  said  Resolution^]  The 
House  being  resumed,  tlje  lord  De  la  War  re- 
ported the  said  Resolution;  and  the  same  being 
twice  read,  the  question  was  put,  whether  to 
Rgree  with  the  Committee  in  this  resolution  f It 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  Content  08, 

“ Dissentient” 

1.  “ The  Resolution  of  the  Committee  being 
not  only  a justification  of  the  measures  therein 
mentioned,  but  tending  to  approve  the  coun- 
sels which  have  been  given  to  the  crown  relating 
thereto,,  we  can  by  no  means  agree,  that  it 
folly  appears  they  were  honourable,  just,  and 
necessary,  before  they  have  been  maturely 
and  distinctly  considered  ; the  only  question  as 
yet  debated  in  the  Committee  (except  the  re- 
solution) being  upon  an  address  of  advice  to 
his  Majesty  for  obtaining  a further  security 
from  and  confidence  with  his  allies,  in  case  of 
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juncture,  than  any  vote  of  approbation  ; we 
therefore  cannot  concur  in  approving  measures 
and  counsels  not  yet  examined  into,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  whereof  may  b'e  also  pre- 
cluded by  tins  resolution. 

2.  “ The  Papdrs  hitherto  laid  before  the 
House  in  order  to  the  consideration  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Speech,  are  such  only  ns  concerned  the 
accession  of  the  States-General  to  the  treaty 
of  Hanover,  and  the  letters  and  memorials 
since  the  arrival  of  the  British  fleet  on  the 
coast  of  Spain  in  America;  hut  none  of  the 
negotiations  nr  measures  (which  we  suppose  to 
have  been  many)  that  have  been  carried  on 
between  the  Courts  of  Great  Britain  and 
Vienna,  and  the  Northern  powers,  which  his 
Majesty’s  speech  and  the  Resolution  also  may 
have  relation  to,  have  as  yet  been  communi- 
cated to  (his  House : But  all  those  measures, 
and  many  others  unknown  (as  we  believe  to 
this  House)  are  in  our  opinions,  intended  to  be 
approved  and  justified  by  this  Resolution;  to 
which  therefore  We  cannot  concur,  no  more 
than  if  it  had  declared  the  measures  honour- 
able, just,  and  necessary,  which  shall  hereafter 
be  taken  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

3.  “ Although  we  rely,  in  the  most  dutiful 
manner,  on  the  declaration  made  from  the 
throne,  concerning  a secret  dangerous  engage- 
ment for  placing  the  Pretender  on  the  throne 
of  these  kingdoms;  yet  finding  by  the  papers 
laid  before  ( be  House,  that  any  such  engage- 
ment or  measure,  for  putting  the  same  in  exe- 
cution, is  absolutely  denied  on  the  part  of  the 
crown  of  Spain  (one  of  the  supposed  parties 
to  the  said  engagement)  we  cannot  agree  to  the 
resolution,  because  time  may  evince,  that  the 
informations  his  Majesty  has  received  concern- 
ing that  engagement  were  notjustly  grounded; 
and  the  measures  taken  to  prevent  the  execu- 
tions of  them  (whatever  they  were)  not  having 
been  a3  yet  particularly  consideted,  we  can- 
not declare  them  honourable,  just  and  ne- 

4.  “’We  find  it  charged  in  one  of  the  papers 
laid  before  the  House,  that  very  considerable 
sums  of  money  have  been  sent  and  employed 
in  France,  Holland,  Prussia,  Sweden,  and  other 
places,  to  promote  and  accomplish  the  designs 
of  the  British  court;  which  insinuation,  as 
vile  as  we  think  it  is,  the  Committee  have  not 
yet  taken  the  same  into  their  consideration, 
though  a thorough  examination  into  the  grounds 
of  that  insinuation  is,  in  our  opinions,  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  honour  of  his  Majesty’s 
government,  and  the  satisfaction  of  this  House; 
we  cannot  therefore  agree  to  the  Resolution, 
which,  as  «e  conceive,  may  he  construed  to 
stop  all  future  inquiries  into  this  matter. 

5.  “ Whatever  measures  may  have  been 
taken  to  preserve  Gibraltar  and  the  Isle  of 
Minorca,  yet  we  cannot  agree  to  declare  them 
honourable,  just,  and  necessary,  before  they 
have  been  fully  considered  by  the  Committee  ; 
and  the  rather,  because  we  find  it  asserted,  on 
the  part  of  Spain,  in  one  or  more  of  the  me- 
morials 


mise  has  been  made,  on  the  behalf  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar  to  Spain  - 
on  the  performance  of  which  promise  Spain,  as’ 
it  nppears  to  us,  still  insists;  We  cannot  there- 
fore agree  to  the  resolution,  before  the  truth 
and  all  the  circumstances  of  that  pretended 
promise  are  thoroughly  examined  into ; which 
promise,  if  it  should  appear  to  have  been 
made,  as  is  asserted,  we  are  of  opinion,  that 
it  was  highly  criminal  in  those  who  advised  it. 

G.  “ The  measures  taken  for  maintaining 
the  British  commerce  and  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe  have  not,  as  we  think,  been  uuder  the 
distinct  consideration  of  the  Committee,  since 
the  Memorials  and  Letters  were  laid  before  the 
House;  And  the  oppositions  made,  if  any,  on 
behalf  of  Great  Britain  at  the  court  of  Vienna, 
to  the  Ostend  Company,  are  unknown  to  us,  ai 
well  as  the  circumstances  relating  to  the  late 
IJaltick expedition;  nud yet  nil  these  matters 
were  the  proper  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee ; for  which,  and  the  other  reasons 
abovemen tioned,  we  being  apprehensive,  that 
the  resolution  proposed  may  not  give  solid 
ground  of  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  or  to  any  foreign  powers  in  alliance 
with  us,  or  conduce  to  the  honour  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s government,  or  the  support  of  the 'dig- 
nity of  this  House,  cannot  agree  thereto. 

( Signed ) Scarsdale,  Bruce,  Strafliird,  St.  J.ihti 
tie  Bietsoe,  Weston,  Oxford  and  Mor- 
timer, Bristol,  Montjoy,  Leclunere, 
Gower,  Compton,  Coventry,  Aberdeen, 
Boyle,  Bathurst,  Foley. 

Lord  Lcchmere  moves  for  an  Address  to  the 
King,  to  make  farther  instances  with  the  King 
of  Prussia  and  the  States  General  for  their 
more  entire  concurrence  with  his  Majesty.] 
After  this  a motion  was  made  by  lotd  Lechmere, 
and  seconded  by  lord  Foley, 

“ That  an  humble  Address  he  made  to  hit 
Majesty,  representing  the  deep  concern  of  this 
House,  on  the  prospect  of  the  imminent  dan- 
gers which  threaten  these  kingdoms,  and  all 
Europe,  at  this  juncture,  from  the  formidable 
confederacies  which  his  Majesty  assured  his 
parliament  were  entered  into  between  tbs 
courts  of  Spain,  Vienna,  Russia,  and  other 
great  powers,  whereby  the  general  tranquillity 
may  soon  be  broke,  and  Europe  engaged  in  a 
new  war.  And  it  appearing  to  this  House, 
from  the  Act  of  Accession  of  the  States  Ge- 
neral, and  the  separate  Articles  thereto  be- 
longing, that  their  accession  is  made  upon  se- 
veral conditions  and  reserves  on  their  part, 
and  particularly,  that  in  the  separate  Article 
concerning  the  commerce  from  the  Austrian 
Lo"  Countries  to  the  Indies,  it  is  providid, 

‘ That,  if,  on  account  nl  their  use  of  their 
‘ rights  of  commerce,  or  111  hatred  of  that  al- 
1 liance,  any  disturbance  should  happen,  and 
‘ his  imperial  Majesty  should  su-pend  or  reloin 
‘ the  payment  of  the  subsidies  due  to  the  re- 
' public,  for  the  maintenance  of  their  troops  in 
‘ the  places  of  the  harrier,  or  the  payment  of 
s‘.  the.  Miieneut  mid.p&acrtai  - placed  by  mortgage 
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‘ on  divers  funds  assigned  by  bis  Imperial  ftla- 
' jesty  for  the  security  of  that  payment,  or 
« make  use  of  any  other  kind  of  reprizals  or 

* wtiysdf  force,  that  it  is  tlie  intention  of  the 
f other  contracting  powers  to  protect  and 

* maintain  the  States  General  in  their  rights  of 
.'  commerce  to  the  Indies,  and  guaranty  them 
'from" all  the  consequences  which  might  result 
' there  from,  without  having  power  to  proceed 
-*  by  force  against  the  company  of  Osteud,  be- 

* fore  the  contracting  powers  shall  have  agreed 
‘ thereon.  And,  by  another  separate  Article, 

* it  being  stipulated  and  reserved  to  the  States 
' General,  that  they  Shall  continue  to  have  the 
*‘samc  liberty,  with  respect  to  everything  that 
1 shall  be  proposed  to  them  by  the  contracting 
'powers,  upon  such  points,  whose  object  shall 

* be  the  Maintaining  the  balance  of  power  in 
‘‘Europe,  as  they  had  before  their  accession, 

‘ without  being  bound  by  their  accession  to 
' take  part  in  the  measures  which  they  should 
■'  not  consent  to.’ 

” And  it  appearing  to  this  House,  That  his 
Prussian  Majesy  did  not  concur  in  in  the  said 
accession  of  the  Stntes  General,  in  consequence 
of all  which  the  strength  and  security  which  the 
Treaty  of  Hanover  might  otherwise  import,  in 
the  present  unhappy  conjuncture,  is  mnch 
weakened,  and,  in  case  of  a general  ruptpre, 
the  danger  as  well  as  the  bnrthen  of  the  war 
miist  fall  upon  Great  Britain,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  depends 
on  the  continuance  of  the  friendship  and  as- 
sistance of  France  alone,  unless  more  effectual 
measures  are  taken  for  that  great  end. 

“ Therefore  that  this  House,  out  of  duty  to 
.Ins  sacred  Majesty,  and  from  their  unfeigned 
seal  for  the  safety  of  his  government  and  the 
liberties  of  Europe,  doth  most  earnestly  be- 
seech his  Majesty,  to  make  new  and  pressing 
instances  with  his  Prussian  Majesty,  and  the 
States  General,  to  concur  with  his  Majesty, 
and  his  other  allies,  in  such  manner  as  the  pre- 
sent critical  and  dangerous  juncture  requires, 
and  as,  in  the  event  of  a war,  in  case  a war  is  un- 
avoidable, his  Majesty  may,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  secure  a just  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
as  well  as  the  religion,  liberties,  properties  and 
commerce  of  his  subjects.” 

Protest  agaijiat  rejecting  if.]  But  this  being 
objected  to,  ami  the  question  put,  whether  such 
an  Address  be  made  to  his  Majesty  ? It  was  re- 
solved in  the  negative. 

“ Dissentient’ 

“ The  Address  proposed  representing,  as  we 
think,  the  present  state  of  the  late  defensive 
alliance  made  at  Hanover,  which,  for  ought  ap- 
pears to  us,  is  the  main  support  on  which  Grent 
Britain  can  depend,  beside  its  own  strength,  in 
a case  of  a general  rapture  in  Europe ; wc 
thought  it  highly  uecessary,  that  it  should  have 

Ced  into  a resolution,  whereby  his  Majesty’s 
Is  might  have  been  strengthened  in  his  fu- 
ture concerts  with  his  allies,  and  such  further 
measures  effected,  as  are  necessary  to  preserve 
bis  alliances'  Muriate 
Vot.  VIIL 
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gerous  combinations  levelled  against  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  by  which  such  a repartition  of  con- 
quests, in  case  of  saccess,  might  be  previously 
settled,  as,  in  the  event,  would  prevent  the  loss 
of  a just  balance  of  power  in  Europe;  and  we 
are  the  more  convinced  if  the  necessity  of  the 
advice  proposed  in  the  Address,  because  we 
find  in  one  of  the  letters  laid  before  the  House, 
That  a proposition  has  been  made  by  the  court 
of  Spain  to  the  king  of  France,  though  not 
agreed  to,  to  declare  himself  against  Great  Bri- 
tain, on  a pretence  (which  we  hope  is  ground- 
less) That  the  Defensive  Alliance  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  doth  no  longer  subsist. — 
{Signed,)  Scarsdaie,  St.  John  de  Bletsoe,  Gower, 
Bristol,  Coventry,  Strafford,  Bathurst, 
Montjoy,  Boyle,  Compton, Bruce,  Aber- 
deen, Weston,  Oxford  and  Mortimer, 
Leclimere,  Masham,  Foley/' 

Motion  for  a farther  Consideration  of  the 
King's  Speech!]  Then  it  was  moved  to  resolve. 
That  this  House  will  on  this  day  sen 'night 
take  into  farther  consideration  his  Majesty’s  most 
gracious  Speech.  And  after  debate,  the  question 
being  put  on  the  said  motion  ? It  was  resolved 
in  the  negative. 

Protest  on  its  passing  in  the  Negative.] 
“Dissentient’  1 . Because  the  Committee  hav- 
ing sat  one  day  only  on  the  consideration  of 
his  Majesty's  Speech,  could  possibly  deliberate 
but  upon  few  of  the  many  weighty  points  which 
arise  thereon ; on  ail  which  the  advice  and 
support  of  this  House,  in  our  opinions,  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  ; and  since  even  the  facts  re- 
lating to  many  of  these  weighty  mstteis  havo 
pot,  as  we  conceive,  been  yet  laid  before  the 
House,  we  think  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  speech  should  not  have  been  refused;  there 
not  being,  as  we  believe,  any  precedent  for  such 
a refusal,  under  the  like  circumstances  on  the 
Journals  of  this  House. 

2.  “ His  Majesty’s  Speech  containing  the 
causes  of  calling  his  parliament,  and  the  ad- 
vice of  this  House  to  the  crown  being  required 
thereon,  the  refusal  of  the  day  proposed,  seems 
to  us  tending  to  disable  the  House  from  dis- 
charging their  duty  to  the  crown,  as  well  ns  to 
the  kingdom,  ia  this  critical  and  dangerous 
juncture ; and  as  the  further  consideration  pro- 
posed, is  thereby  at  present  refused,  the  pre- 
cedent, as  we  fear,  lays  a foundation  for  de- 
priving this  House,  in  future  timer,  of  any  op* 
portunity  at  all  for  such  considerations,  by 
which  means  this  House  must,  in  our  opinions, 
berenderedluselessin  those  great  affairs  whereon 
the  safety  and  support  of  the  liberties  of  the 

kingdom  may  depend. (Signal,)  Bruce, 

Aberdeen,  Strafford,  Bristol,  Scarsdaie, 
Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Leclimere,  Wes- 
ton, Masham, Coventry,  Bathurst,  Mont* 
joy,  Boyle,  Foley,  St.  John  de  Bletsoe, 
Gower,  Compton.” 

A Supply  voted.]  January  20.  In  n Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House hisMajestv’sSpeech 
*j*«b'Mk8a"into  abti6idilatita'liy;  ttosCouioiopi. 
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And  n motion  that  a supply  be  granted  to  bis 
Majesty,  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Jnn.  91.  Mr.  Farrer,  from  the  said  Com- 
mittee, reported  die  Resolution  for  n Supply, 
which  was  agreed  to  item.  con.  and  it  was  re- 
solved, to  address  his  Majesty  tor  the  usual  Es- 
timates for  the  year  1727. 

.Inn.  23.  The  Commons  resolved  to  address 
his  Majesty  for  the  “ Accession  of  the  States 
General  to  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  together  ' 
with  the  separate  Articles,  if  there  were  any 
as  also  for  the  Copies  of  such  Memorials,  and 
Letters  with  the  Answers  thereto,  as  passed 
between  his  Majesty’s  ministers, and  the  courts 
of  Viennn  and  Spain,  since  the  communica- 
tion of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  em- 
peror and  the  king  of  Spain,  to  his  Majesty  by 
the  emperor’s  minister  But  a motion  being 
made  by  sir  William  Wyudham,  and  the  ques- 
tion put,  to  address  his  Majesty,  for  a copy  of 
the  Memorial  presented  to  die  king  of  Sweden, 
by  Mr.  Poyntz,  his  Mnjesty’s  envoy  extruor-  , 
ilinnry,  relating  to  the  accession  of  the  crown  of 
Sweden  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  dnted  at 
Stockholm  the  4th  of  June,  1726  : as  also  ano- 
tlier  motion  being  made  by  Mr.  Pulreney,  and 
the  question  put  to  address  his  Majesty,  for 
the  Secret  Offensive  Alliance  between  the  em- 
peror and  the  king  of  Spain,  both  these  ques- 
tions were  carried  in  the  negative,  without 
dividing, 

Dilate  on  the  Number  of  the  Limit  Forces .] 
Jan.  25.  The  Commons,  in  a grand  committee, 
cosnidered  (hither  of  the  Supply,  particularly 
with  relation  to  the  Land  forces ; and  Mr.  Henry 
Pelham,  having  shewn  the  necessity  of  an  aug- 
mentation of  about  6,000  men,  dragoons  and 
foot,  the  same  was  warmly  opposed  by  Mr. 
Shippen,  Dr.  Friend,  sir  William  Wyndhuin, 
Mr.  Hunger  ford  and  others:  who  were  answer- 
ed by  Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  col.  Bladen,  sir  Wil- 
liam Youge,and  general  Wade ; so  that  it  was, 
at  last,  resolved  by  250  voices  against  85, 
1.  “ That  the  number  of  effective  men  to  be 
provided  for  guards,  garrisons,  find  land  forces 
for  the  year  1727  be,  including  1850  invalids, 
and  555 men,  which  the  six  imlependam  com- 
panies consist  of  for  the  service  of  the  highlands, 
26,333  men ; 2.  That  the  sum  of 885,494  7. 9s. -1;/. 
be  granted  for  defraying  the  charge  thereof.” 
These  Resolutions  being  die  next  day  reported, 
were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Jan.  27.  Copies  and  Translations  of  several 
Memorials,  Letters,  &c.  relating  to  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Spain,  were  laid  before  the  House, 
after  which,  in  a Grand  Committee,  the  Com- 
mons considered  of  ways  and  means  to  raise 
the  Supply,  and  sir  Robert  Walpole  having 
shewed  the  necessity  of  laying  four  shillings  in 
the  pound  on  lend,  die  same  was  opposed  by 
some  members,  who  ulledged.  That  it  were 
more  eligible  to  apply  the  produce  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  towards  the  present  necessities  ; 
but  the  quustioa  being  put  upon  sir  Robert 
Walpole’s  motion,  it  was  resolved  in  the  af- 
firmative; 'liy"ito1VSfc‘feagSibSit; Sf, Whii3isReeT 
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solution,  being  the  next  day  reported,  wai 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Motion  for  a Copy  of  the  Letter,  on  which 
the  King  if  Spain  founds  his  Dmund  of  the 
Restitution  of  Gibraltar .]  February  6.  Mr. 
Sandys  moved,  “ That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  bis  Majesty,  that  lie  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  coitimunicate  to  this 
House,  Copies  of  the  Declaraiion,  Letter,  or 
Engagement,  which  in  the  Marquis  de  Pozo- 
bueno’s  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  of  the 
21st  of  December  last,  is  asserted  to  be  a posi- 
tive Promise,  upon  which  the  King  of  Spain 
founds  his  peremptory  Demand  for  the  Resti- 
tution of  Gibraltar,  which  had  been  so  solemnly 
yielied  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  by  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  was  afterwards  con- 
firmed and  granted  to  Great  Britain  by  the 
king  of  Spain’s  accession  to  the  Quadruple  Al- 

This  motion  was  seconded,  and  strenuously 
supported  by  sir  William  Wyndliam,  Mr. 
Hungerford,  and  also  by  Mr.  William  Pulteney, 
who  took  notice  of  a Letter,  written  in  1721, 
to  one  of  die  Emperor’s  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Cambray,  wherein  a Promise  for  the  Restitu- 
tion’of  Gibraltar  was  expressly  mentioned: 
But  they  were  opposed  by  Mr.  Henry  Pelbntn, 
Mr.  Thomas  Broderick,  Mr.  II.  Walpole,  and 
sir  Robert  Walpole.  The  latter  did  not  dis- 
own, That  such  a promise  might  indeed  have 
been  made  in  a former  administration ; but 
this  be  was  sure  of,  that  if  there  was  such  a 
promise,  it  was  upon  certain  conditions,  which, 
not  having  been  performed  within  the  limited 
Lime,  was  thereby  become  invalid ; and  as  for 
the  Declaration  or  Letter,  the  communication: 
of  which  was  insisted  on,  the  same  was  altoge- 
ther impracticable  and  unprecedented  ; the 
private  letters  of  princes  being  almost  as  sacred 
as  their  very  persons.  Then  the  previous 
question  being  put,  whether  the  question  upon 
Mr.  Sandys’s  motion  should  be  put?  It  was 
carried  til  the  negative,  by  204  voices  against  97. 

Feb.  7.  The  Commons  resolved  to  address 
his  Majesty  for  Copies  of  such  Memorials  and 
Representations,  as  have  been  made  to  tbe 
Court  of  Vienna,  concerning  the  Charter 
granted  to  the  Ostend  Company,  with  the  An- 
swers thereto : After  which,  the  lord  Morpeth 
moved,  “ That  another  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  direct  Copies  to  lie  laid  before  this 
Honse,  of  all  such  Memorials,  or  Representa- 
tions to  liis  Majesty,  from  tbe  crowns  of  Swe- 
den and  Denmark,  as  did  induce  him  to  send 
the  squadron  of  ships  the  last  year  into  the 
Baltic,  at  so  great  an  expence  to  this  kingdom." 
He  was  seconded  'by  sir  William  Wynahant ; 
but  opposed  by  sir’  William  Yonge,  and  the 
lion.  Mr.  Verney.  Hereupon  Mr.  Walpole  en- 
deavoured to  jnstify  all  the  steps  that  had  been 
taken  by  Great  Britain,  since  bis  Majesty's 
happy  accession,  particularly  from  the  opening 
of  the  Congress  of  Cambray  to  this  present 
Wife,  fo’  jinQstirVd  'iWMShcfe  -Bf  power,  tbe 
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pence  of  Europe,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 
north;  and  with  this  last  view  to  prevent  the 
Cwtriua's  deiigos  against  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark, in  favour  of  the  duke  of  Holstein,  Mr, 
William  Pulteney  answered  him,  and  was  re- 

Elied  to  by  Mr.  Broderick  ; and  the  question 
eing  put  upon  the  lord  Morpeth’s  motion,  it 
passed  in  the  negative,  by  196  voicesagainst  79. 

Motion  relating  to  the  Sum  of  125,000/. 
charged  for  Extraordinaries  in  the  Account  of 
the  Deficiencies  of  last  Tear's  Grants .]  Peb. 
13.  Upon  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House 
to  go  into  a Grand  Committee  to  consider  of 
the  Supply,  several  Papers  were  refefred  to  the 
said  Committee,  viz.  the  Copy  and  Translation 
of  the  Convention  between  Great  Britain,  the 
States  General,  and  the  landgrave  of  Hesse 
Cassel,  February  13th,  1701-2,  also  the  Esti- 
mate of  the  charge  of  4,000  horse,  and  8,000 
foot  of  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  from  the 
1st  of  April,  to  the  24th  of  December  1727. 
Then  a motion  was  made  bv  the  Court  party, 
and  the  question  put,  “ That  the  Account 
Shewing  how  the  money  given  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1726,  has  been  disposed  of,  distin- 
guished under  the  several  heads,  until  the  1st 
day  of  February  1726-27,  and  the  parts  there- 
of remaining  unsatisfied,  with  the  deficiency 
thereupon,  he  referred  to  the  said  Committee 
But  there  being  in  that  Account  an  Article  of 
the  sum  of  125,000/.  charged,  in  general  terms, 
as  issued  out  for  other  engagements  and  ex- 
pences  over  and  above  such  as  are  therein  par- 
ticularly specified,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  Onslow 
and  Mr.  William  Pulteney  strenuously  insisted, 
That  before  the  said  Account  of  the  deficiency 
of  the  lost  year's  Grants  was  referred  to  the 
Grand  Committee,  which  reference,  according 
to  die  usage  of  parliaments,  tacitly  implies  an 
acquiescence  in  the  disposal  of  the  money 
therein  mentioned,  the  House  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  a particular  disposition  of  so  con- 
siderable a sum  as  that  of  125,000/.  This  was 
as  strongly  opposed  by  sir  William  Strickland, 
Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  and  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
so  that  the  previous  question  being  put,  That 
the  question  be  put  upon  the  motion  before- 
mentioned,  the  same  occasioned  a debate  that 
lasted  till  six  in  the  evening,  when  the  said  pre- 
vious question  being  called  for,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative,  by  178  voices  against  78 ; 
and  the  main  question  being  put,  it  was  or- 
dered, That  the  said  Account  be  referred  to 
the  said  Committee.  This  done,  the  House 
went  into  a Grand  Committee  on  the  Supply, 
and  resolved  to  grant  the  sum  of  160,306/.  17s. 
Sd.  to  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  Grants 
for  the  year  1726. 

An  Address  for  an  Account  if  the  said  Sum.] 
Feb.  14.  Tue  above-mentioned  Resolution 
being  like  to  meet  with  great  opposition,  by 
reason  of  the  125,000/.  above-mentioned,  it 
was  moved,  and  resolved,  without  dividing,  to 
address  his  Majesty  for  a particular  and  dis- 
tinct Account  of  the  distribution  of  the  sum  of 
125,000/.  wlndi/Ti  aa1  Aeeou’acliaii!  heffetito 
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House,  shewing  how  the  money  given  for  the 

Car  1726,  has  been  disposed  of,  is  charged  to 
ve  been  issued  for  other  engagements  and 
expences,  over  and  above  such  as  are  therein 
particularly  specified,  for  the  securing  the  trade 
of  tliis  kingdom,  and  preserving  the  peace  of 
Europe ; and  also  of  the  times  when  the  said 
sum  of  125,000/.  was  issued  and  distributed. 
After  this,  Mr.  Ferrer  reported  the  Resolution 
on  the  Supply  above-mentioned,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Petition  from  the  Commissioners  of  Hawkers 
to  enable  them  to  compound  for  a Debt  to  the 
Crown.]  Feb.  15.  A Petition  of  George 
Townsend  and  others,  late  Commissioners  fur 
Licensing  Ilawk’ers,  &c.  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read,  proving,  That  leave  (nay  he 

Sven  to  bring  in  a Bill  to  enable  the  Lords 
ommissioners  of  his  Majesty’s  Treasury  to 
compound  with  the  Petitioners  for  a debt  duo 
to  the  crown,  occasioned  by  the  default  of 
Thomas  Tomkins,  lute  Cashier  of  the  said 
office,  who  hatli  withdrawn  liitqself  beyond  the 
seas,  or  that  they  may  have  such  other  relief  as 
to  the  House  shall  seem  meet.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  Iraving  acquainted  the  House,  That 
his  Majesty  gave  his  consent,  that  such  a Bill 
might  be  brought  into  the  House,  as  was  de 
sired  by  the  Petitioners,  the  said  Petition  was 
referred  to  a Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  King’s  Answer  to  the  Commons'  Address.] 
Feb.  21.  Sir  Paul  Methuen  reported  to  the 
House,  That  his  Majesty  had  commanded  him 
to  acquaint  this  House:  “ Thai  the  sum  of  mo- 
ney mentioned  in  their  Address  of  the  14th, 
has  been  issued  and  disbursed,  pursuant  to  the 
power  given  to  his  Majesty  by  Parliament,  for 
necessary  services  and  engagements  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  trade  and  navigation 
of  this  kingdom,  and  the  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
and  which  require  the  greatest  secrecy  ; and 
therefore  a particular  and  distinct  Account  of 
the  distribution  of  it  cannot  possibly  be  given, 
without  a manifest  prejudice  to  the  public.” 

Mr.  Pulteney  moves  for  a second  Address  on 
that  Head.]  Hereupon  Mr.  William  Pulteney 
endeavoured  to  shew  the  insufficiency  of  that 
answer,  nlledging,  That  he  had  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  his  Majesty’s  great  wisdom,  paternal 
care  and  royal  word  ; but  that  when  in  the  Inst 
session  the  House  came  to  a Resolution,  “ effec- 
tually to  provide  for  nnd  ntnke  good  all  such 
expences  and  engagements  as  should  be  made, 
for  the  security  of  the  trade  nnd  navigation  of 
this  kingdom,  and  for  the  preservation  of  ths 
peace  of  Europe the  Commons  did  not 
thereby  divest  themselves  of  their  undoubted 
right  of  being  acquainted  with  the  disposition 
of  public  money;  that  if  they  gave  tip  so  es- 
sential a right,  that  House  would  become  alto- 
gether useless,  or  serve  only  blindly  to  approve 
of  and  register  the  acts  and  deeds  of  the  mi- 
nisters. That  he  did  not,  in  the  least,  doubt 
die  issuing  and  disbursement  of  the  125,000/. 

■ Id  qtwsiicitiytfw  iJeceHdVyiife'Wesi 'but  that  if 
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they  were  satisfied  with  such  n general  Ac- 
count, the  same  might  in  future  reigns  prove  n 

embezzlements  of  the  public  treasure ; there- 
fore he  moved,  “ That  a farther  humble  Ad- 
dress be  made  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  repre- 
senting tbe  indisputable  right  of  this  House,  to 
have  particular  nnd  distinct  Accounts  laid  be- 
fore them  of  the  disposition  of  all  money 
granted  by  this  House,  for  the  service  of  the 
public ; and  that  this  House  did  most  earnestly 
beseech  his  Majesty,  that  he  would  be  graci- 
ously pleased  to  order  such  an  Account  of  the 
125,000/.  said  to  have  been  expended  for  se- 
curing the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  and  preserving 
the  peace  of  Europe,  to  be  forthwith  laid  before 
the  H*use.” 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Shippcn, 
but  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Doddington,  Mr. 
Lewis  and  sir  William  Yonge ; upon  which 
there  was  a high  and  warm  debate,  from  ome  ' 
till  six  in  the  afternoon.  The  courtiers  repre- 
sented, That  the  sum  in  question  was  incon- 
siderable, and  that  it  was  impossible  effectually 
to  carry  on  important  negotiations,  without  ex- 
pending a great  deal  of  money  in  secret  ser- 
vice. And  Mr.  St.  John  Broderick  mentioned 
in  particular,  a case  in  queen  Anne’s  reign, 
when  the  Commons  acquiesced  in  such  a gene- 
tal  Answer,  for  a more  considerable  sum.  The 
precedent  by  him  quoted  wus  read  by  the 
clerk,  us  follows,  viz. 

‘ On  the  10th  of  January,  1710-11,  Mr.  Se- 

* cretnry  St.  Juhn  acquainted  the  Commons, 

* that  their  Addresses  of  the  5th  und  8th 

* instant,  had  been  presented  to  her  Majesty, 

4 viz.  That  she  would  be  pleased  to  give  dircc- 

* tinn  to  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  the 

* House,  accounts  relating  to  the  poundage 

* and  days-pav,  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the 
4 army ; of  the  deficiencies  of  the  grants,  nnd 
‘ of  the  funds  since  Michaelmas,  1701 ; of  the 
4 payment  of  her  Majesty’s  proportion  of  sub- 
4 sidies  to  her  allies;  of  all  the  pensions  paya- 
‘ ble  our  of  the  levenue,  and  warrants  and  di- 

* rectinns  for  pensions  ; and  also  of  the  distri- 
1 huiions  of  the  contingencies,  and  forage  and 

* waggon  money  granted  for  the  forces  in  Flan- 

* derij  in  her  Majesty’s  pay,  and  of  the  distri- 
‘ buttons  of  the  money  granted  for  contingen- 

* cies  of  the  guards,  garrisons  and  land-forces 

* in  Great  Britain  : and  that  her  Majesty  had 

* been  pleased  to  give  directions  lor  laying  all 
4 the  said  accounts  before  this  House,  except 
4 the  accounts  of  contingencies,  and  that  the 
4 account  touching  the  deficiencies  of  the 

* grants  and  funds,  bad  already  been  laid  be- 

* fore  the  House ; and  that  other  of  tbe  nc- 

* counts  were  preparing,  and  would  soon  be 

* laid  before  the  House ; but  that  as  to  the  nc- 
4 count  of  contingencies,  it  was  not  possible 

* from  the  nature  of  the  service,  which  required 

* the  utmost  secrecy,  for  any  accoilnt  of  them 
‘ to  be  made ; but. that  they  were  really  distri- 

* buted.’ 

Some  objections  were  raised  to  this  prece- 
dent, as  if  ;Sb«!C»s%«ai  inotijrartsllel  »-  besides- 


which,  Mr.  Onslow  chiefly  insisted  on  the  pro- 
mise  made  to  the  House  the  last  session,  by  a 
great  man  in  the  administration,  That  they 
should  have  a particular  Account  of  all  the 
money  that  should  be  expended  upon  that  Vote 
of  Credit,  which  promise  induced  the  House  to 
come  so  readily  into  it.  They  were  answered 
by  sir  William  Strickland,  Mr.  Trelawney,  Mr. 
Conduit  and  sir  Robert  Walpole ; to  whom  sir 
Thomas  Hannier  replied ; after  which  the 
question  upon  Mr.  Pulteney’s  motion  being 
called  for,  it  was  carried  in  tbe  negative,  by 
235  voices  against  1 10.  Then  it  was  moved 
and  resolved,  without  dividing,  “ That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
to  return  his  Majesty  the  Tiianks  of  this  House, 
for  his  great  care  and  wisdum  in  taking  such 
steps  and  entering  into  such  Engagements,  as 
bis  Majesty  thought  would  best  conduce  to  the 
security  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this 
kingdom,  and  to  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
of  Europe;  and  to  assure  his  Mnjesty,  That 
this  House,  placing  an  entire  confidence  in  his 
Majesty’s  goodness  and  regard  for  tbe  true  in». 
terest  of  his  people,  will  stand  by  and  support 
his  Majesty,  in  all  such  farther  measures  as  his 
Majesty  shall  find  necessary  and  expedient  for 
preventing  a rupture,  and  for  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  these  kingdoms.” 

Report  from  the  Committee  relating  to  the 
Petition  from  the  Commissioners  of  Hawkers, 
At.]  Feb.  28.  In  a Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  they  examined  the  allegations  of  the 
Petition  of  the  late  Commissioners  for  licensing 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars,  and  also  the  Papers  an- 
nexed to  it,  and  likewise  called  in  and  exa- 
mined several  of  the  persons  ordered  by  tbe 
House  to  attend  the  said  Committee,  and  cfime 
to  several  Resolutions,  the  report  whereof  was 
put  off  till  the  7th  of  March.  Upon  this  occa- 
sion very  severe  reflections  were  made  on  the 
neglect  and  loose  management  of  his  Majesty’s 

March  7.  Mr.  Farrer  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  the 
Petition  of  George  Townsend,  &c.  late  Com- 
missioners for  licensing  Hawkers,  &c.  lmd  been 
referred,  the  Resolutions  they  had  directed 
him  to  report,  which  were  ns  follows,  viz.  “ 1. 
That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  no 
money  was  paid  into  his  Majesty’s  Exchequer 
on  account  of  the  Duties  upon  Hawkers  and 
Pedlars,  from  Midsummer,  1719,  to  Midsum- 
mer, 1723,  except  1,500/.  although  the  Com- 
missioners for  managing  the  said  revenue  are 
required,  by  act  of  parliament,  to  pay  all  the 
money  arising  by  the  snid  Duties,  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, once  in  every  week.  2.  That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  Committee,  that  by  reason  of  the 
loose,  careless  and  neglectful  management  of 
the  late  Commissioners  for  the  Duties  upon 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars,  there  is  a deficiency  of 
36.69S/.  13s.  5 d.  over  and  above  6,000/.  which 
has  been  paid  by  the  securities  of  Thomas 
Tomkins,  late  cashier  to  tbe  said  Commis- 
sWliMMWNhn  I ijicary  Diaitisqljph  I Mil 
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Debate  thereon.]  The  said  Resolution!,  be- 
ing severally  read  a second  time,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  House  : After  which. 

Sir  William  Wyndham  took  notice  of  the 
neglect  of  those  who  were  a check  on  the  ma- 
nagers of  that  branch  of  the  public  revenue ; 
and  who  therefore  ought  in  time  to  have  called 
upun  them  for  the  money  that  passed  through 
their  hands,  according  to  the  direction  of  lire 
act  of  parliament.  That  it  might  he  said,  that 
they  were  even  more  guilty  than  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Hawkers  and  Pedlars  themselves ; 
since  they  not  only  had  connived,  for  four 
years,  at  the  embezzlement  of  the  public  money, 
but  had  for  three  years  more  neglected  to  re- 
cover the  same,  and  seemed  at  last  to  have  en- 
cournged  a Petition  to  the  House,  to  have  it 
remitted  ; and  that  the  granting  such  a Peti- 
tion, would  be  giving  a parliamentary  sanction 
to  such  vile  practices,  and  openingn  wide  door 
for  the  like  mismanagements  of  the  public 
treasure.  He  was  seconded  by 

Mr.  William  Pulleney,  who  animadverted 
very  severely  on  the  neglect  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury,  whose  office  and  duly 
it  was,  to  have  called  the  petitioners  to  account. 
Hereupon 

Sir  William  Yonge  endeavoured  to  excuse 
the  present  administration,  the  failure  of  the 
cashier  of  the  Commissioners  of  Hawkers  and 
Pedlars,  which  had  occasioned  the  deficiency 
in  question,  having  happened  before  their 
time ; and  the  multiplicity  of  arduous,  im- 
portant and  intricate  affairs  that  fell  out  since, 
having  so  taken  up  the  attention  of  the  Ma- 
nagers of  the  Treasury,  that  it  was  no  wonder 
if  so  inconsiderable  a branch  of  the  revenue 
had  escaped  their  notice.  And  then  moved, 
“ That  the  Petition  of  the  late  Commissioners 
of  Hawkers  and  Pedlurs  be  rejected  which 
was  carried  without  dividing.  Nevertheless, 
some  gentlemen  of  the  Country  Party  came 
on  again  to  the  charge,  and  inveighed  against 
the  audaciousness  of  some  persons,  who,  by 
their  corrupt  management,  thought  themselves 
so  powerful  and  secure,  as  to  dare  to  screen 
the  greatest  offenders.  To  which  Bn  eminent 
member  replied,  That  he  could  not  help  re- 
flecting on  the  envy  and  rancour  of  some  men, 
who  made  it  their  constant  business  to  thwart 
and  revile  those  who  had  the  honour  to  have  a 
share  in  the  administration,  and  who,  not  sa- 
tisfied with  shewing  their  malignity  within  those 
walls,  shot  likewise  their  poison  in  the  dark, 
anti  scattered  it  under  allegories  in  vile  libels. 
— To  prevent  farther  altercation  the  Courtiers 
called  for  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  question 
being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative, by  248  voices  against  124. 

Dibale  in  the  Commons  on  M.  de  Palm's 
abusive  Memorial.]  March  8.  Lord  Fitzwil- 
lioms,  member  for  Peterborough,  took  notice, 
That  on  the  2d  instant  Monsieur  de  Palm,  the 
Emperor’s  Resident,  in  an  audience  he  had  of 
*he  King,  deliVittftli  :rViVs;clle^tifiiFli!»-  6f’l''fiih' rMa'- 
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jesty,  a Memorial  in  Latin,  couched  in  a very 
indecent  and  injurious  stile,  altogether  nnusual 
and  very  unbecoming  the  majesty  of  crowned 
heads  ; end  to  add  to  the  indignity,  that  the 
said  Memorial  was  the  next  day  publiclv  dis- 
persed, and  that  printed  copies  of  translations 
of  it,  one  inEnglish,  the  other  in  French, Imd  been 
sent  to  several  members  of  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, aldermen  of  London  nnd  other  persons, 
togetherwithalranslation  in  the  same  languages, 
of  a Letter  from  the  count  de  Sinzendorf  to  M. 
de  Palm,  wherein  that  Resident  was  ordered. 
To  present  the  said  Memorial  first  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  nnd  afterwards  to  publish  it 
to  the  whole  nation.  His  lordship  added, 
That  this  appeal  from  a foreign  power  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  against  their  lawful 
sovereign,  was  so  unprecedented,  and  so  great 
an  insult  upon  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and 
on  his  Majesty’s  sacred  person,  that  he  thought 
the  House  ought  to  resent  it  in  the  most  lively 
manner;  and  thereupon  he  moved,  “ That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di- 
rections, that  thesnid  Memorial,  presented  to 
his  Majesty  by  M.  de  Palm  the  Imperial  Resi- 
dent, might  he  laid  before  the  House;”  and 
being  seconded  by  sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  the 
said  Address  was  ordered  to  be  presented. 

March  10.  Sir  Paul  Methuen,  by  his  Ma- 
jesty’s command,  laid  a copy  of  M.  de  Palm’s 
Memorial  before  the  House,  together  with 
the  Translation  of  it:  whereupon  it  was  resolv- 
ed to  take  the  same  into  consideration  on  the 
13th.* 

March  13.  The  Commons  proceeded  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Memorial  presented  to 
his  Majesty  by  M.  de  Palm  ; and  the  translation 
of  the  said  Memorinl  being  read,  complaint  was 


* From  the  London  Gazette,  of  Saturday, 
March  4,  1726-7.  Whitehall,  March  4. 

“ This  rinv  Mr.  Inglis,  Marshal  and  Assistant 
Master  of  the  Ceremonies,  in  the  absence  of 
sir  Clement  Cntterell,  Master  of  the  Ceremo- 
nies, went  by  his  Majesty’s  order  In  M.  de 
Palm,  the  Emperor's  Resident,  and  acquainted 
him,  that  he  having,  in  the  audience  lie  had  of 
the  King  on  Thursday  Inst,  delivered  into',the 
hands  of  his  Majesty  a Memorinl  highly  inju- 
rious to  his  Majesty’s  honour,  nnd  the  dignity 
of  his  crown;  in  which  Memorial  he  has  forgot 
all  regard  to  truth,  and  the  respect  due  to  his 
sacred  Majesty;  nnd  the  same  Memorial  being 
being  also  publicly  dispersed  next  morning  in 
print,  together  with  n Letter  from  the  count  de 
•Sinzendorlf  to  him  the  said  Palm,  still  more 
insolent  and  more  injurious,  if  possible,  thnn 
the  Memorial : his  Mujesty  bad  thereupon 
commanded  him  to  declare  to  him  the  said 
Resident,  Palm,  that  his  Majesty  looked  upon 
him  no  longer  ns  a public  minister,  and  re- 
quired him  forthwith  to  depart  out  of  this 
kingdom.” 

The  Memorial  and  the  Letter  abovemen- 
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made  to  ibe  House,  that  the  substance  of  the 
said  Memorial  hud  been  printed  and  published 
in  a Paper  intitled,  ‘ Translation  of  a Memo- 
rial, &c.’  whereupon  the  said  Paper  was 


Memorial  presented,  in  Latin,  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  by  M.  de  Palm,  the  Imperial 
Resident,  upon  the  Speech  which  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  .made  to  the  two  Houses  of 
his  Parliament,  on  the  17-28  of  January, 
1720-7. 

“ Most  Serene  and  Potent  King, 

“ As  soon  as  the  Speech  made  by  your 
Majesty  to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
now  assembled,  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
his  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majesty,  my  most 
gracious  master;  he  was  struck  with  the  ut- 
most astonishment,  that  your  Majesty  could 
suffer  yourself  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  declare 
from  the  royal  throne,  to  that  most  renowned 
nation,  in  a manner  hitherto  nnheard  of,  as 
certain  and  undoubted  facts,  several  things, 
some  of  which  are  strained  in  that  Speech  to  a 
wrong  senso,  some  are  entirely  distant  from 
the  intentions  of  his  Imperial  and  Catholic 
Majesty ; and  lastly,  (which  affect  much  more 
sensibly  than  all  the  rest)  some  things  abso- 
lutely void  of  all  foundation. 

“ For  as  to  what  regards  the  peace  con- 
cluded ar  Vienna  with  the  most  serene  king  of 
Spain,  who  can  forbear  being  astonished,  that 
this  very  peace,  which  is  built  on  the  quadruple 
alliance  signed  at  London,  and  other  treaties 
contracted  with  your  Majesty,  as  its  solid  and 
sole  foundation  ; and  for  tiie  obtaining  of  which 
peace,  your  Majesty,  together  with  your  allies, 
waged  so  bloody,  so  long,  and  so  glorious  u 
war,  und  took  yourself  so  murb  pains  to  pro- 
cure, should  now  be  alledged  hy  your  Majesty 
ns  a just  ground  of  complaint,  anti  should  be 
made  use  of  as  a pretence  for  these  things, 
which  hitherto  your  ministers  have  been  doing 
in  all  parts,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  em- 

Iieror  and  the  empire,  and  the  public  tranquil- 
ity, and  should  he  represented  by  ynur  Majesty 
to  tiie  Britisli  nation,  with  so  much  animosity 
against  the  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  ns  a 
violation  of  treaties. 

“ After  compluining  of  the  peace  made  at 
Vienna,  complaint  is  likewise  made  of  the 
Treaty  of  Commerce  entered  into  with  Spain, 
which  is  calculated  to  promote  ihe  mutual  and 
lawful  advantages  of  the  subjects  of  both 
parties,  which  is  agreeable  to  the  law  of 
nations,  and  to  the  customs  of  nil  people  in 
amity  with  each  other ; which  can  in  no  re- 
spect be  of  any  prejudice  to  the  British  nation, 
whether  we  regard  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
tries, or  the  particular  nature  of  the  trade,  and 
which  is  not  in  the  least  repugnant  to  the 
treaties  made  with  Great  Britain.  So  that  if 
this  Treaty  be  considered  with  a mind  free 
from  prejudice,  and  from  all  design  of  inflam- 
ing the  nation,  there  will  remain  no  pretence 
to  say,  that  this  Treaty  can  be  grievous  or  hurt- 
ful to  a nartien  for  whibh 


brought  up  to  the  table  anti  read  ; after  which 
the  lord  Fitzwilliaroa,  sir  Robert  Walpole,  Mr. 
Onslow,  sir  William  Yonge,  Mr.  Doddington, 
und  sir  William  Strickland : also  sir  William  j 


has  the  greatest  affection  and  esteem,  and 
whose  glorious  exploits  and  important  succours  I 
no  time  will  efface  out  of  bis  memory. 

“ The  other  head  of  complaint,  which  con-  | 
tains  such  things  as  are  void  of  all  foundation, 
relates  principally  to  that  imaginary  Alliance 
which,  in  the  Speech,  is  called  Offensive,  and  ] 
is  there  supposed  to  have  been  made  against 
your  Majesty,  between  the  emperor  and  king  I 
of  Spain.  But  it  will  not  only  appear  how  I 
groundless  and  frivolous  this  supposition  is,  I 
from  the  oiler  lately  made  by  his  imperial  and  i 
Catholic  Mqjesty,  of  entering  into  a Conven-  ] 
tion,  “ De  se  rnutuo  non  Offendendo,”  but  will  I 
be  entirely  refuted  by  the  consideration  of  the  I 
tenor  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance  and  Friendsliip  i 
itself  made  with  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  coin-  J 
muuicatcd  in  its  whole  extent  to  your  Majesty  I 
when  it  was  proper ; from  the  words  of  which,  I 
whether  the  least  shadow  nr  appearance  of  mi  i 
offensive  alliance  can  lie  drawn,  is  submitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  whole  world. 

“ Another  part  of  the  complaint  relates  to  I 
the  secret  Articles  mnde  in  favour  of  the  Pre-  I 
tender,  whereof  your  Majesty  asserts  that  you  I 
have  certain  and  undoubted  informations,  by  J 
which  Articles  itshould  have  been  ngreed  to  set  J 
the  Pretender  on  the  throne  of  Great  Britain.  I 
With  what  view,  on  what  motive,  and  to  what  I 
purpose,  these  informations,  founded  on  ilia  I 
falsest  reports,  were  represented  to  the  people  I 
of  Great  Britain,  is  not  only  easy  to-be  under-  | 
stood  hy  his  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majesty,  i 
but  is  obvious  to  the  meanest  capacity.  But  ' 
since  the  inviolable  dignity  and  honour  of  such  I 
great  princes  cannot  suffer  that  assertions  of  I 
this  nature,  intirely  unsupported  by  truth, 
should  he  advanced  from  the  royal  throne  to 
the  whole  nation,  and  to  all  mankind ; his 
sacred  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majesty  bat  ex-  j 
pressly  commanded  me,  that  I should  declare 
to  your  Majesty,  and  to  the  whole  kingdom  of  i 
Great  Britain,  how  highly  he  thinks  himself  | 
affronted  thereby,  solemnly  affirming,  upon  his 
Imperial  word,  that  there  exists  no  secret  Art*- 
tide  nor  Convention  whatsoever,  which  con- 
tains, or  can  tend  to  prove  the  least  tittle  of 
what  has  been  alledged. 

“ But  that  the  secret  designs,  which  lie  con- 
cealed under  a conduct  until  this  time  unheard 
of,  may  more  manifestly  appear,  it  mu6t  be 
observed,  that  the  time  is  purposely  taken  for 
doing  this,  when  a negotiation  is  on  foot  at 
Paris,  for  composing  the  differences  which  | 
have  arisen  without  any  fault  of  his  Imperial  [ 
and  Catholic  Majesty;  which  negotiation  suf- 
ficiently shews  how  much  bis  Imperial  and  Ca- 
tholic Majesty  is  at  all  times  inclined  to  peace, 
and  to  the  religious  observation  of  his  treaties. 

“ As  to  what  is  said  of  Gibraltar,  and  con- 
cerning the  siege  thereof,  under  which  in  the 
Spelfccte  ii?  is 1 aa*  if  sobrti  other  desiga 
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Wyndham,  Mr.  William  Pulteney,  Mr.  San- 
ilys,  Mr-  Shippen,  Mr.  Himgerford,  and  sir 
John  Sr.  Aubin,  .spoke  oo  this  occasion,  and 
agreed  in  expressing  (be  highest  indignation 

' was  concealed;  the  hostilities  notoriously  com- 
I mined  in  the  Indies  and  elsewhere,  against  the 
king  of  Spain,  in  violation  of  treaties,  seem  to 
I have  given  a vety  just  occasion  to  the  king  of 
Spain  for  attempting  that  siege.  But  ns  to  the  in- 
| tentions  and  engagements  of  the  emperor  npon 
, that  Article,  it  is  easy  to  see  what  they  are,  by 
the  Treaty  abovementioned,  which  has  been 
communicated. 

“ As  to  what  is  said  in  the  last  place,  con- 
cerning the  Ostend  trade,  which  the  goodness 
of  the  Catholic  King  induced  him  to  favour, 

| (being  bound  by  no  Treaty)  after  he  had  been 
apprized  of  the  just  reasons  for  the  establish- 
ment of  it,  various  expedients  for  a composi- 
| tion  have  been  proposed,  not  only  at  the 
Hague  but  even  lately  at  Paris,  lest  this  harm- 
less method  of  providing  for  the  security  of  the 
| barrier,  should  prove  an  obstacle  to  the  com- 
mon friendship  of  neighbouring  powers. 

!,  “ Which  things  being  thus,  the  injury  of- 

Ifered  to  troth,  liie  honour  and  dignity  of  his 
sacred  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majesty  require, 
shat  ihev  should  he  exposed  to  your  Majesty, 

! to  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the 
I world.  And  his  sucred  Imperial  Majesty  de- 
mands (hat  reparation  which  is  due  to  him  by 
all  manner  of  right,  for  the  great  injuries  which 
have  been  done  him  by  these  many  imputations.” 
A Letter  from  the  Count  de  Sinzendorf, 
Chancellor  of  (he  Court  to  his  Imperial 
and  Catholic  Majesty,  srnt  to  Mods,  de 
Palm,  the  Emperor's  Resident  at  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain,  dated  from  Vienna  the 
20th  of  February,  1727. 

“ His  imperial  and  Catholic  Majesty  judges 
it  indispensably  necessary,  upon  the  step  which 
has  been  lately  taken  in  the  country  where  you 
are,  to  send  you  in  the  dispatch  here  annexed, 
a Memorial,  which  you  are  to  present  to  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  nnd  to  publish  after- 
wards, that  the  whole  nation  may  be  acquainted 
with  it,  whilst  answers  are  preparing  to  certain 
pamphlets  published  before  the  opening  of  the 
parliament. 

“ It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  Speech  was  made 
for  no  purpose,  but  to  excite  lire  nation  to  a 
rupture,  and  open  war  with  the  emperor  ami 
Spain,  and  to  make  the  parliament  approve 
| Site  precipitate  and  burthensome  measures 
which  the  government  has  taken  for  private 
euds,  but  too  well  known  : that  not  oniy  un- 
warrantable inferences  and  pretences  have  been 
made  use  of,  but  that  manifest  feisfaoods 
have  been  bnldly  advanced  for  indisputable 
facts,  u proceeding  never  seen  hefore  among 
powers  who  ought  to  respect  each  other,  when 
•Ur  die  must  flagrant  wars;  from  wlrence  it 
ouglu  to  be  presumed,  that  the  King,  whose 
sacred  mouth  ought  to  be  an  oracle  of  truth, 
must  have  bM.n'bitusflifcnbusetHby.  the  ktogges-i' 
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nnd  resentment  at  the  affront  offered  to  his 
Majesty,  by  tlte  Memorial  delivered  bv  M.  de 
Palin ; and,  in  a particular  manner,  at  his 
audaciousness  in  printing  and  dispersing  it 


tions  nnd  false  reports  of  those,  who  have  the 
honour  to  possess  his  confidence ; nnd  who 
think  it  their  interest  to  inflame,  by  these 
means,  both  the  prince  and  the  nation,  for 
their  own  private  views  and  personal  preserva- 
tion, without  any  regard  to  the  honour  of  the 
majesty  of  the  throne,  or  to  the  evils  which 
may  result  from  lienee  to  their  own  country, 
and  to  all  Europe. 

“ For  these  purposes  they  establish  a foun- 
dation, and  lay  down  as  a certain  fact,  that 
there  is  a positive  Article  in  the  Treaty  of 
Alliance  between  the  emperor  and  the  king  of 
Spain,  to  place  the  Pretender  on  the  throne  of 
Great  Britnin,  and  to  invude  that  kingdom  with 
open  force ; and  this  they  do,  a few  days  after 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Catholic 
King  had,  before  his  departure  from  London, 
in  a Memorial  presented  in  the  sacred  name  of 
his  master,  publicly  and  in  the  most  authentic 
manner,  disavowed  these  imputations,  which 
sufficiently  prove  the  Emperor's  disavowal  of 
the  same,  since  the  pretended  Article  was 
equally  imputed  to  the  two  powers,  and  one  of 
them  could  not  have  stipulated  any  thing  in 
the  same  Treaty  without  the  other.  Besides 
which,  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  six  months 
ago,  npon  the  first  reports  of  these  false  suppo- 
sitions, the  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  in  order 
to  silence  them,  proposed  a formal  act,  “ de 
non  offendendo,”  into  winch  all  tile  allies  on 
one  side  nnd  the  other  might  enter,  and  which 
would  effectually  have  secured  the  peaceable 
possessions,  of  each  of  the  powers  contracting, 
either  in  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  or  that  of  Han- 
over, until  such  time  as  it  had  been  possible  by 
one  general  Treaty  to  remove  nnd  quiet  the 
complaints  of  all  sides : but  these  proposals 
were  rendered  ineffectual,  by  the  same  views  of 
those  persons,  who  chose  rather  to  hinder  the 
peaceable  effects  of  these  just  designs,  by  at- 
tacks and  open  hostilities. 

“ It  is  further  known,  nnd  k is  even  notori- 
ous by  the  solemn  communication  made  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
•concluded  at  Vienna,  between  the  emperor 
and  king  of  Spain,  that  the  Treaty  of  the  Qua- 
druple Alliance,  made  at  London  the  2nd  of 
August,  1718,  has  lieen  laid  down  as  the  unal- 
terable basis  of  their  Pence ; ami  that  all  the 
Articles  of  this  Quadruple  Alliance  are  therein 
confirmed  and  corroborated,  ns  if  they  hud 
been  inserted  anew : How  then  can  it  be  sup- 
posed, and  even  given  out  as  a matter  of 
fact,  that  by  another  Secret  Treaty,  signed  on 
the  same  day,  conditions  have  been  established, 
and  engagements  taken  entirely  repugnant  to 
the  same  ? 

“ Such  a thing  cannot  be  advanced,  without 
insulting  and  injuring,  in  the  most  outrageous 
manner,  tlte  majesty  of  the  two  contracting 
•■powerej  i wboitotriti'a 'rig<r4  ' W' tf*»unnd  a signal 
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throughout  the  kingdom ; and  very  severe 
reflections  were  made  on  the  ill  returns  from 
his  Imperial  Majesty  to  the  great  obligations 
he  had  to  Great  Britain.  They  only  differed 
as  to  the  manner  of  wording  their  censure  upon 
so  extravagant  an  insult  upon  his  Majesty ; 
but  at  last  it  was  moved,  and  resolved  nan. 

“ That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  To  express  the  highest  resentment 
of  this  House  at  the  affront  and  indignity  offered 
to  his  most  sacred  Majesty,  by  the  Memorial 
delivered  by  M.  de  Palm  the  Emperor's  resi- 
dent, and  at  his  insolence  in  printing  and  dis- 
persing the  same  throughout  the  kingdom  ; to 
declare  tlieir  utmost  abhorrence  of  this  nuda- 
cious  manner  of  appealing  to  the  people, 
against  his  Majesty : and  their  detestation  of 
the  presumptuous  and  vain  attempt  of  endea- 
vouring to  instil  into  the  minds  of  any  of  his 
Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  tbe  least  distrust  nr 
diffidence  in  his  most  sacred  royal  word : T’o 
return  his  Majesty  the  Thanks  of  this  House, 
for  hit  care  and  vigilance,  in  discovering  the 
secret  aud  pernicious  designs  of  his  enemies, 
.and  his  goodness  in  communicating  to  his  par- 
liament the  dangers  that  threatened  this  king- 
dom. And  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  this 
House  will  stand  by  and  support  his  Majesty, 
against  all  bis  open  and  secret  enemies,  both 
at  home  and  abroad;  aud  effectually  defeat  tbe 
expectations  of  all  such  as  may  have,  in  any 
manner,  countenanced,  encouraged,  or  abetted 
the  disturbers  of  the  public  tranquillity  in  ' 
this  extravagant  insult  upon  his  Majesty,  or 
fluttered  them  with  hopes  that  an  obstinate 
perseverance  in  tlieir  destructive  measures, 
could  stagger  the  firmness  of  the  British  na- 
tion, in  vindication  of  his  Majesty’s  honour, 
and  the  defence  of  their  rights  and  privileges.” 


reparation  and  satisfaction  proportioned  to  the 
enormity  of  the  affront,  which  equally  interests 
their  honour,  and  that  faith  which  ought  al- 
ways to  be  respected  among  sovereign  princes. 

“ But  if  those  who  endeavour  to  avail  them- 
selves of  such  feigned  recriminations,  and  to 
excuse  themselves  from  the  blame  which  their 
rash  and  turbulent  measures  deserve,  imagine 
that  this  unjustifiable  conduct  may  at  Inst  ob- 
lige the  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  to  defend  themselves  by 
all  those  means  which  God  has  put  into  their 
hands,  from  the  mischiefs  with  which  they  are 
threatened,  and  from  the  insults  and  attacks 
which  have  been  actually  made  use  of  against 
them,  so  far  that  it  has  been  even  attempted 
to  engage  the  Ottoman  Porte  in  these  unpa- 
ralleled designs;  at  least,  ought  they  not  to 
publish  as  antecedent  facts,  those  things  which 
they  have  reason  to  apprehend  may  be  the  con- 
sequence of  a war,  into  which  they  will  have 
forced  these  two  powers  to  enter  in  their  own 
just  defence  f 

“ The  emperor  and  king  of  Spain  hope  how- 
ever from  the  divine  goodness,  and  from  the 
■wisdom  tesisjrqjuiiseid^;  anditless- 
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And  a Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up 
an  Address  upon  the  said  Resolution. 

March  14.  M.  de  Palm’s  Memorial  being 
laid  before  the  Lords,  a motion  was  made  to 
take  the  same  immediately  into  consideration 
.upon  which  lord  Lechmere  said,  That  it  was  to 
him  matter  of  surprise,  that  a Memorial  in 
which  his  Majesty’s  honour,  and  the  dignity  of 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain  were  so  highly  con- 
cerned, had  not  been  sooner  laid  before  that 
illustrious  assembly,  who  having  the  preroga- 
tive of  approaching  nearest  the  throne,  ought 
to  resent,  and  on  all  occasions  have  shewn 
themselves  ready  to  vindicate  any  injuries  aud 
affronts  that  ore  offered  to  their  sovereign. 
That  the  affair  now  before  them,  was  of  a very 
nice  nature,  and  no  less  importance  : that  they 
ought  to  proceed  in  it  with  deliberation,  and 
therefore  he  moved  to  put  off  the  consideration 
of  it  at  least  till  the  next  day.  But  this  de- 
bate was  interrupted  by  a Message  brought  by 
the  lord  Hervey  from  the  Commons,  desiring  a 
Conference  with  their  lordships,  upon  a matter 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain. 
This  Conference  beiug  readily  agreed  to  by  the 
Lords,  and  the  Managers  of  both  Houses  met 
in  the  Painted  Chamber,  those  of  the  Com- 
mons, desired  the  concurrence  of  the  Lords  to 
their  Address  relating  to  M.  de  Palm’s  Memo- 
rial ; and  the  Managers  for  the  Commons  left 
the  said  Address  with  the  Lords,  with  other 
Papers  relating  thereto. 

The  Joint  Address  of  both  Houses  to  the 
King,  on  M.  de  Palm’s  Memorial.]  March 
15.  At  a second  Conference,  the  Managers 
for  the  Lords  'declared  to  those  of  the  Com- 
mons, that  their  lordsliips  had  agreed  to  the 
said  Address;  which  the  next  day  was  by 


passionate,  that  more  mature  and  serious  re- 
flections will  be  made,  in  order  to  restore  ami- 
cably the  public  tranquillity,  and  to  save  all 
Europe  from  the  misfortunes  of  a war,  stirred 
up  by  motives  so  trifling  and  groundless,  which 
can  tend  to  nothing  but  tbe  destruction  of  the 
subject,  of  his  estate,  and  of  his  commerce. 

“ Their  Majesties,  the  emperor  and  the  king 
of  Spain,  ardently  desire  the  blessing  of  peace, 
and  to  observe  their  treaties  with  all  their 
allies,  with  the  strictest  fidelity : but  as  a mu- 
tual contract  can  subsist  no  longer  on  one  side, 
than  while  it  remains  unbroken  on  the  other; 
the  evil  consequences  of  a rupture,  if  that 
should  happen,  ought  to  be  imputed  to  those 
alone  who  have  been  the  authors  of  those  in- 
fractions. 

“ I have  the  emperor’s  express  order  to 
write  this  to  you  in  his  name,  that  you  may  he 
able  to  destroy  the  falshoods  and  calumnies, 
which  have  been  charged  on  the  high  contract- 
ing parties  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  who  have 
no  other  view,  but  that  of  making  peace  be- 
tween themselves,  without  hurting  any  one 
I else,  I am,  &c. 
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just  sense  of  its  interests,  nnd  an  unshaken 
loyalty  to  your  Majesty,  have  inspired  us.” 

The  King’s  Answer."]  To  this  Address  hi* 
Majesty  returned  the  following  Answer : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ Your  unanimous  concurrence,  in  this  du- 
tiful and  affectionate  Address,  gives  me  the 
greatest  satisfaction.  The  just  concern  you 
express  for  my  honour  and  the  dignity  of  the 
crown  is  very  becoming  a British  parliament. 
And  this  fresii  proof  of  your  confidence  in  me 
will  convince  the  world,  that  all  attempts  to 
divide  our  hearts  and  interests  will  be  vain  and 
ineffectual.”* 

* “ The  public  indignation,  excited  by  the 
peremptory  demand  of  the  restitution  of  Gib- 
raltar, and  the  secret  articles  in  the  treaty  of 
Vienna,  which,  according,  to  the  positive  de- 
clarations, of  the  king  and  his  ministers,  re- 

„ _ the  minds  lated  to  the  Pretender,  was  still  farther  in- 

of  any  of  vour  faithful  subjects,  the  least  dis-  creased  by  the  imprudent  conduct  of  Palm,  the 
trust  or  diffidence  in  your  Majesty’s  most  imperial  minister  at  London.  Caballing  with 
sacred  royal  word,  or  to  make  a distinction  j the  Hanoverian  ministers,  and  confiding  ir 


“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  faith- 
ful subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo- 
ral, nnd  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parlia- 
ment assembled,  think  it  our  indispeusible 
duty  to  express  the  highest  resentment  at  the 
affront  nud  indignity  offered  ro  your  most  sa- 
cred Majesty,  by  the  Memorial  delivered  by 
M.  de  Palin,  the  Emperor’s  resident;  and  at 
his  insolence  in  printing  and  dispersing  the 
same  throughout  the  kingdom. 

“ This  audacious  manner  of  appealing  to 
the  people  against  your  Majesty,  under  the 
pretext  of  applying  to  you  for  redress  and 
reparation  of  supposed  injuries,  and  turning  a 
Memorial,  presented  to  your  Majesty,  into  a 
seditious  libel,  is  a proceeding  that  creates  in 
us  the  utmost  abhorrence  and  detestation. 

“ The  endeavouring  to  instil 


i your  Majesty  and  your  people, . 
attempt  as  vain  as  presumptuous;  for,  by  your 
gooduess,  the  interest  of  your  Majesty  and 
your  people  is  hut  one,  ami  as  inseparable ; 
as  their  duty,  affection  nnd  confidence  in  your 
Majesty  are  most  justly  and  deservedly  un- 
alterable; and  if  time  has  not  cffiiced  the  me- 
mory of  the  glorious  exploits  and  important 
succours,  confessed  to  have  been  received 
from  Grent  Britain;  gratitude,  affection  and 
esteem  for  this  nation  will  be  best  manifested, 
by  doing  honour  to  the  King,  whom  the  people 
honour,  and  justice  to  the  people,  whose 
rights  nud  privileges  the  Lest  of  Kings  is  now 
defending  against  the  invasions  and  encroach- 
ments made  upon  them. 

“ We  return  your  Majesty  our  sincerest 
Thanks  for  your  care  nnd  vigilance,  in  disco- 
vering the  secret  and  pernicious  designs  of 
your  and  our  enemies,  and  for  your  goodness, 
in  communicating  tn  your  Parliament  the  dan- 
gers that  threatened  this  kingdom. 

“ And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty, 
That  no  amusements,  by  artful  or  evasive 
denials,  shall  lead  us  into  a false  security,  or 
divert  us  from  exerting  ourselves  in  vindication 
of  vour  Majesty’s  honour,  or  from  defending 
and  supporting  your  Majesty  against  all  your 
open  and  secret  enemies,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  And  if  any  among  your  own  subjects 
have  been  so  wicked  as  to  countenance,  en- 
courage and  abet  the  disturbers  of  the  public 
tranquillity,  in  this  extravagant  insult  upon 
your  Majesty,  or  flattered  them  with  hope*, 
that  an  obstinate  perseverance  in  their  de- 
structive measures  could  stagger  the  firmness 
of  the  British  nation.  We  are  resolved  effec- 
tually to  defeat  all  such  groundless  expecta- 
tions, and  to  convince  the  world,  that  the  in- 
trigues of  a few  cannot,  in  any  degree,  abate  or 
slacken  that  vigour  and  resuintion,  with  which 

“ $“*  ,9^ 
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counsels  of  opposition,  he  advised  the  emperor, 
in'a  letter  which  fell  into  the  bands  of  the 
ministers,  to  make  a public  declaration,  that 
the  assertions  contained  in  the  speech  were 
false. 

“ Guided  by  this  imprudent  advice,  the  em- 
peror, who  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the 
principles  of  the  English  constitution,  ordered 
Palm  to  present  a memorial  to  the  king.  Ia 
this  memorial,  the  imperial  minister,  alter  re- 
flecting on  the  speech,  nnd  after  denying,  in 
his  master's  name,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
the  existence  of  any  secret  articles,  concluded 
in  these  words:  “ Which  things  being  thus, 
the  injury  offered  to  truth,  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  .his  sacred  Imperial  and  Catholic 
Majesty  require,  that  they  should  be  exposed  to 
your  Majesty,  to  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  the  whole  world  : and  Ins  sacred  Impe-  ■ 
rial  Majesty  demands  that  reparation  which  is 
due  to  him  by  all  manner  of  right,  for  die 
great  injuries  which  have  been  done  by  him 
these  many  imputations.” 

“ This  Memorial  was  printed  and  circulated, 
and  was  accompanied  with  a letter  from  die 
imperial  chancellor,  count  Zinzcndorff,  en- 
joining Palm  to  publish  it,  that  the  whole  na- 
tion might  be  acquainted  with  it.  Tiie  intem- 
perate language  used  in  these  papers,  and  the 
indiscretion  of  distinguishing  between  the  king 
and  his  subjects,  and  of  appealing  from  the 
throne  to  the  nation,  excited  the  just  resent- 
ment of  parliament.  The  Memorial  being 
submitted  to  the  House  of  Commons,  not  only 
those  who  supported  government,  but  even 
Pulteney,  sir  William  Wyndham,  Shippen, 
and  the  leading  members  in  opposition,  agreed 
in  expressing  the  highest  indignation  nt  this 
affront  offered  to  the  crown,  nnd  strongly  re- 

G bated  the  audacity  of  the  impel  ini  minister. 

> whole  House  unanimously  adopted  the  nd- 

yWiiWiI6"  llie 
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Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a Motion  for  a 
Vote  of  Credit.']  April- 12.  After  the  reading 
of  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to 
resolve  itself  into  a Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  consider  farther  of  the,  Malt  Bill,  Mr. 
Scropc  moved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
said  Committee,  that  they  have  power  to  re- 
ceivea  Clause  of  Appropriation,  with  a power  to 
his  Majesty  to  apply  such  sums  of  money  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  answering  and  defraying 
-such  expences  and  engagements,  as  have  at 
any  time  been,  or  shall  before  or  until  the  25th 
of  December  1727,  he  made  by  his  Majesty, 
in  concerting  such  measures  as  he,  iu  his  great 
wisdom,  thinks  will  best  conduce  to  the  secu- 
rity of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom, 
and  to  the  preserving  and  restoring  the  peace 
of  Europe. 

lie  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Farrer,  and  backed 
by  sir  Edmund  Bacon,  lorij  Gage,  sir  William ' 
Yonge,  sir  Philip  Yorke,  Mr.  Talbot  and  Mr. 
Doddiugton,  who  allcdged,  in  support  of  the 
(notion,  That  his  Majesty  was  so  unwilling  to 
put  his  subjects  to  any  extraordinary  expences, 
that  he  hud  demanded  no  more  supplies  this 
session,  than  what  he  thought  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  service  of  the  year : but  that,  in 
the  present  posture  of  a flairs,  some  unforeseen 
accidents  might  require  a farther  expence,  for 
which  no  estimate  could  now  be  made,  because 
some  Treaties,  which  his  Majesty  thought  fit  to 
enter  into,  were  not  yet  finished  ; therefore 
they  ought  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  answer 
such  contingencies ; That  the  House  had 
several  times  reposed  the  same  confidence  in 
his  Majesty,  which  hail  never  been  abused  ; 
and  what  was  now  asked  was  only  for  a short 
time. 

They  were  opposed  by  Mr.  How,  Mr.  Whi- 
ttington, Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  St.  John  Brode- 
rick, sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  lord  Morpeth,  Mr. 
Thomas  Broderick,  Mr.  Gore,  Mr.  Wortley 
Montague,  Mr.  Lutwych,  Sir  William  Barker, 


. presentation  of  this  address,  Palm  was  com- 
manded to  leave  the  kingdom  ; the  British  re- 
sident at  Viennaquitted  the  imperial  dominions, 
and  ns  the  Spanish  minister  had  previously 
taken  an  abrupt  departure,  a rupture  with 
Spain  and  the  emperor  appeared  to  be  unavoid- 
able. The  most  active  preparations  were 
made  on  all  sides  ; Spain  commenced  hostili- 
ties by  the  siege  of  Gibraltar,  and  expected  to 
be  seconded  by  the  whole  force  of  the  house  of 
Austria.  A bloody  war  would  have  beeo  the 
consequence  of  this  attack,  had  the  emperor 
fulfilled  the  treaty  of  Vienna  ; of  had  England 
and  France  instantly  directed  their  whole  force 
against  the  restless  and  ambitious  court  of 
Madrid.  Fortunately,  the  pacific  sentiments 
of  Walpole  and  Fleurv  began  to  operate  on  the 
affairs  of  Europe,  and  the  government  of  Eng- 
land exhibited  a striking  instance  of  rigour 
end  moderation  ; of  vigour  in  the  preparations 
for  war,  and  of  moderation  in  suspending  the 
•blow,  at  the  very  moment  in  which  it  was 
- ready  to  strike  ^ith  effect.”  Coxes  Walpole. 


Mr.  Danvers,  Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney,  Mr.  Ship, 
pen,  sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Palmer, 
and  Mr.  Sandys,  who  urged,  That  it  was  un- 
parliamentary to  ask  or  grant  Supplies  without 
an  estimate  of  the  expence  ; That  the  Clause 
moved  for  was  inconsistent  with  that  pan  of 
the  Bill  which  forbids  the  issuing  of  the  Sup- 
plies thereby  granted,  to  any  other  purposes 
than  those  specified  ; and  rendered  ineffectual 
that  appropriation  of  the  public  money,  which 
the  wisdom  of  all  parliaments  had  thought  a 
necessary  security  against  the  misapplication 
of  it,  which  was  the  more  to  be  feared,  be- 
cause no  provision  was  made  to  oblige  any  per- 
son to  account  for  any  money  that  should  be 
disposed  of,  by  virtue  of  the  power  in  this 
clause.  That  vast  sums  had  already  been 
granted,  which  appeared  sufficient  to  answer 
any  occasions,  as  fur  as  their  present  views 
Could  reach  ; and  if  any  unexpected  emergency 
should  demand  a further,  supply,  it  might  be 
provided  for,  in  the  Usual  manner,  when' ne- 
cessity required : That  this  might  be  done 
with  less  inconvenience,  and  with  less  danger 
of  misapplication,  than  by  such  a delegation 
of  almost  a dictatorial  authority  to  the  minis- 
ters. That  this  parliament  had  already  given 
so  many  instances  of  their  zeal  and  affection 
for  his  Majesty,  that  there  could  be  no  roonj 
to  doubt  of  their  readiness  to  make  good  what- 
ever his  Majesty  should  expend,  in  concerting 
Such  measures  as,  in  his  great  wisdom,  he 
should  think  most  conducive  to  the  advantage 
and  interest  of  his  people.  That  such  an  un- 
limited and  absolute  power  ought  never  to  be 
given  in  n free  government  but  upon  occasions 
of  evident  necessity,  when  the  very  being  of 
the  government  is  in  imminent  danger.  That 
the  reposing  a confidence  in  the  crown,  in  the 
disposition  (if  such  immense  sums  of  money, 
as  by  the  advice  of  unthrifty  ministers  fnay  lie 
expended,  might  be  attended  with  greet  pre- 
judice to  the  properties  of  the  subject,  and 
great  danger  to  ourmost  excellent  constitution, 
which  cannot  be  preserved,  but  by  a strict 
adherence  to  those  essential  parliamentary 
forms  of  granting  Supplies  only  upen  Esti- 
mates, and  of  appropriating  the’  same  to  ser- 
vices and  occasions  publicly  avowed  and 
judged  necessary.  That  the  departing  from 
these  excellent  methods  would,  by  degrees, 
render  parliaments  altogether  useless.  That 
the  precedents  altedged  to  justify  this  Clause 
were  fur  from  being  full  to  the  point,  anti  sa- 
tisfactory ; and  if  they  were,  ought  not  to  be 
fullowed,  lest  clauses  of  the  same  nature  might 
become  so  frequent,  as  in  time  to  lodge  in  the 
crown,  and  in  the  ministers,  an  absolute  and 
uncoinroulable  power  nf  raising  money  upon 
die  people,  which  by  our  wise  constitution  is, 
and  wiih  safety  can  only  be,  lodged  iu  the 
whole  legislature. 

Mr.  Jiiinger/'ord  observed,  in  particular, 
That  they  had  already  given  four  shillings  in 
the  pound  upon  land,  which  he  could  not  but 
tbirtk  a very  heavy  and  extraordinary  tax,  espe- 
cially considering  they  were  more  titan  one* 
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told  by  a great  man,  that  in  his  opinion  ire 
should  have  no  war : But  if  now  they  passed 
this  Clause,  it  would  be  tacking  a tail  to  a 
whale,  which  might  sweep  away  the  other  six- 
teen. 

The  debate  being  ended  about  eight  in  the 
evening,  and  the  question  put  upon  Mr.  Scrope’s 
motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by 
S25  voices  against  109  ; and  the  House  having 
resolved  itself  into  a Grand  Committee,  the 
clause  above  mentioned  was  added  to  the 
Malt-Bill. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Vote  of  Credit .] 
April  18.  The  Lords,  in  a Grand  Committee, 
took  into  consideration  n Bill,  ‘ for  continuing 
‘ the  Duties  on  Malt,’  &c.  when  there  arose  a 
very  great  debate  about  the  following  Clause, 
viz.  “ That  out  of  the  Supplies  granted  this  ses- 
sion, there  may  be  issued  such  sums  of  money 
as  shall  be  necessary  for  defraying  such  ex- 

Gnces  and  engagements,  as  have  at  any  lime 
en,  or  till  Christmas  next  may  be  made,  by 
his  Majesty,  in  concerting  such  measures  as  he 
thinks  proper  for  the  security  and  interest  of 
these  kingdoms,  and  restoring  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope.” flic  dukes  of  Argyle  and  Newcastle, 
the  lord  Townshend,  and  the  bishop  of  Peter- 
borough, spoke  for  the  Clause:  The  earl  of 
Chesterfield,  lord  Bathurst,  lord  Bingley,  and 
lord  Lechmere,  against  it : but  it  was  carried 
by  76  voices  against  20,  that  the  said  Clause 
snould  make  part  of  the  Bill. 

Protest  thereon.J  Next  day  the  said  Bill 
was  rend  the  third  time,  and  the  question  being 
put  that  the  said  Bill  do  pass  ? it  was  resolved 
iu  the  Affirmative;  Contents  73;  Not-Con- 
tents  17. 

Dissentient1 

1.  “ Because  in  this  Bill  it  isenacted,  * That 
‘ out  of  the  aids  or  supplies,  granted  this  ses- 
‘ sign  of  parliament,  there  shall  and  may  be, 
‘ from  time  to  time,  issued  or  applied  such  sum 
‘ or  sums  of  money,  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
‘ and  towards  answering  and  defraying  such  ex- 
' peaces  nnd  engagements  as  have  at  any  time 
‘ been,  or  shall,  before  or  until  the  25th  day  of 
1 December  1727,  be  made  by  his  Mnjesty,  in 
‘ concerting  such  measures  as  he,  in  his  great 
‘ wisdom,  thinks  will  best  conduce  to  the  secu- 
' rity  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  king- 
‘ dom,  and  to  the  preserving  and  restoring  the 
‘ peace  of  Europe.’  Which  Clause,  we  think, 
is  inconsistent  with  that  part  of  the  Bill,  which 
forbids  the  supplies  to  be  issued  for  any  other 
purposes  than  those  specified,  and  renders  in- 
effectual that  appropriation  of  the  public 
money,  which  the  wisdom  of  many  parliaments 
bus  thought,  and  we  are  convinced,  ought  to  be 
thought  a necessary  security  against  the  misap- 
plication of  it.  ’ 

2.  “ Because  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Bill 
to  oblige  any  person  to  give  an  account  of  any 
money,  that  shall  be  disposed  of  by  virtue  of  the 
power  in  this  Clause. 

3.  “ Because  thera  are  sufficienf  su^sgf.ant- 
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ed  to  answer  every  particular  purpose  that 
money  can  be  wanterl  for,  as  for  as  our  present 
views  can  reach  ; and  if  any  unforeseen  emer- 
gency should  demand  a further  supply,  we 
should  tliiuk  that  might  be  provided  for,  ns  has 
been  formerly  practised,  when  necessity  re- 
quired ; and  we  are  persuaded  this  might  ho 
done  with  less  inconvenieuce,  than  by  this  de- 
legation of  almost  a dictatorial  .authority,  at 
least,  till  the  parliament  could  be  called  toge- 
ther, who  have  given  so  many  instances  of  their 
zeal  for  his  Majesty,  that  lie  could  have  no 
room  to  doubt  of  their  readiness  to  mnke  good 
whatever  he  should  have  expended  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  people. 

4.  “ Because  we  think,  that  absolute  powers 
ought  to  be  given  in  a free  government  only 
upon  occasions  of  evident  necessity,  and  when 
the  very  being  of  the  government  is  in  danger; 
and  though  we  allow  nur  present  circumstances 
to  be  as  melancholy  as  they  have  almost  at  any 
time  been,  yet  we  think  it  a very  improper  re- 
medy for  our  present  state  to  depart  from  the 
approved,  and  m our  judgment,  essential  forms 
of  giving  the  public  money ; nor  can  we  be  per- 
suaded, that  is  the  only,  or  even  the  best  expe- 
dient that  can  be  found  to  extriente  us  out  of 
our  unhappy  situation,  to  repose  such  a confi- 
dence in  the  crown,  in  the  disposition  of  im- 
mense sums  of  money,  as  may  by  the  advice 
of  wicked  and  incapable  ministers  (if  it  should 
be  our  misfortune  ever  to  have  such)  be  attend- 
ed with  great  prejudice  to  our  properties,  and 
great  danger  to  our  liberties,  with  the  hopes  of 
the  preservation  of  which  we  cannot  flatter  our- 
selves, but  by  a strict  adherence  to  those  excel- 
lent parliamentary  methods,  of  granting  all  sum* 
of  money  only  upon  estimates,  and  for  service* 
publicly  avowed. 

5.  “ Because  the  precedents  that  were  of- 
fered to  justify  this  clause  were  far  from  giving 
us  any  satisfaction,  for  if  they  had  been  plain 
and  foil  to  the  point  (which  we  think  they 
were  not)  yet,  in  our  opinions,  ought  not  to  bo 
followed,  lest  clauses  of  the  same  nature  might 
become  too  frequent,  and  lest  an  unlimited 
power  in  the  crown  to  raise  millions  on  our 
fellow-subjects  might  be  looked  upon  by  de- 
grees as  a thing  of  course,  and  so  nt  last  the  to- 
tal power  to  levy  and  dispose  of  the  people’s 
money  be  given  to  one  part  of  the  legislature, 
which  by  our  wise  constitution  is,  nnd  with 

safety  can  only  be  Indeed  in  the  whole. 

(Signed,)  Strafford,  Warrington,  Scarsdale, 

Coventry,  Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Gower, 

Litchfield,  Boyle,  Bingley,  Lechmere, 

Aylesford,  Foley,  Maynard,  Bathurst, 

Aberdeen,  Craveu,  Brooke.” 

April  26.  The  Commons  went  into  a Grand 
CommitLee  to  consider  further  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  raising  the  Supply : and  sir  William 
Yonge  moved,  “ That  towards  raising  the  Sup- 
ply granted  to  his  Majesty  the  sum  of  370,000f 
be  raised  by  Loaus  or  Exchequer  BiJIs  to  be 
charged  on  the  Surpluses  arisen  or  to  arise 
. from,  anil  after  MjchaelmavlfSO,  fpr  the  dc  - 
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ties  on  coalp  and  calm,  granted  by  an  act  of 
the  fifth  of  his  Majesty’s  reign,  from  the  29th 
of  September  1725,  to  Lady-day  1751,  and  by 
a subsequent  act  of  the  sixth  year  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty’s reign,  made  perpetual,  and  which  arc 
reserved  for  the  disposition  of  parliament. ” 
This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Doddington, 
and  hacked  by  sir  Charles  Turner,  Mr.  If.  Pel- 
liam,  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Onslow  and  sir  Philip 
Yorkej  but  was  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr. 
Shippen,  Mr.  How,  Mr.  Htingerl'ord,  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll,  Mr.  Barnard,  Mr.  Bootle,  Mr.  Wortley 
Montague,  sir  William  Strickland,  Mr.  Palmer, 
Mr.  Hutcheson,  Mr.  William  Pulteriey,  and  sir 
William  Wyndhatn.  The  objections  offered 
against  the  motion,  were,  That,  by  several 
votes  and  acts  of  parliaments,  all  the  exceed- 
ings  or  Surpluses  of  public  funds  were  to  be  ap- 
plied towards  the  lessening  of  the  Public  Debts, 
or  to  the  increase  of  the  Sinking  Fund;  and 
that  this  disposition  could  not  be  altered  with- 
out wounding  public  credit,  which  was  already 
extreme  low,  since  the  taking  off  any  part  of 
the  mortgage  could  not  but  lessen  the  security 
of  the  debt.  That  it  was  somewhat  strange, 
such  a motion  should  be  made  by  those  very 
persons  who  had  the  honour  of  being  in  the  ad- 
ministration, who  could  not  have  forgot  what 
his  Majesty  had  so  strongly  recommended  from 
the  throne,  at  the  opening  of  this  session, 
“ That  the  produce  of  the  Siuking  Fund  might 
be  immediately  applied  to  the  uses  for  which  it 
was  so  wisely  contrived,  and  to  which  it  now 
stands  appropriated."  And  that  this  motion 
was  still  the  more  surprizing,  after  the  large 
Vote  of  Credit  the  House  had  so  lately  come 
to.  To  all  this  the  Court-Party  answered. 
That  the  Surpluses  on  Coals  could  not  be 
deemed  a part  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  since  they 
had  nerer  been  appropriated,  but  were  reserv- 
ed for  the  disposition  of  parliament.  And  the 
question  being,  at  last,  put  upon  sir  William 
Yonge’s  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  209  voices  against  82. 

April  27.  Mr.  Farrer  reported  the  said  Re- 
solutions, which  being  agreed  to,  a Bill  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  thereupon,  which  the 
next  day  was  read  the  first  time. 

May  4.  The  said  Bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  and  af- 
terwards passed  into  an  Act. 

Georoe  tue  First’s  east  Speech  to  his 
Pabeiament.]  May  15.  The  King  came  to 
the  House  of  Peers,  with  the.  usual  state,  and 
the  Commons  attending,  his  Majesty  gave  the 
royal  assent  to  several  Bills ; after  which,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  read  his  Majesty’s  Speech  to 
both  Houses,  as  follows : s 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ I acquainted  yon  at  the  opeping  of  this 
session,  with  the  dangers  which  threatened  this 
kingdom,  and  the  peace  and  liberties  of  Eu- 
rope. I am  now  to  return  you  my  thanks  for 
the  zeal  and  dispatch  with  which  you  have 
proceeded  upon  the  several  points  1 then  re- 
commended 
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yon  have  reposed  in  me ; and  tor  the  assurances 
you  have  given  me  of  your  support  and  assist- 
ance in  vindication  of  my  honour  and  in  the 
maintenance  and  defence  of  the  undoubted 
rights  and  privileges  of  this  nation,  so  openly 
and  notoriously  invaded  and  attacked. 

“ The  siege  of  Gibraltar  proves,  beyond  all 
dispute,  the  end  and  design  of  the  engagements 
entered  into  by  tbe  emperor  and  the  icing  of 
Spain ; but  the  preparations  I had  made  for 
the  defence  of  that  place,  and  the  bravery  of  I 
my  troops,  will,  I doubt  not,  convince  them  of  4 
the  rashness  and  foliy  of  that  undertaking.  ] 

However,  the  love  of  peace  has  hitherfo  pre-  I 

vailed  upon  me,  even  under  this  liigli  prove-  I 
cation,  to  suspend,  in  some  measure,  my  re-  I 
sentments;  and  instead  of  having  immediate  j 
recourse  to  arms,  and  demanding  of  my  allies  j 
that  assistance  which  they  are  engaged  and  1 
ready  to  give  me,  I have  concurred  with  the  I 
most  Christian  King  and  the  Slates  General,  in  I 
making  such  overtures  of  accommodation,  as  I 
must  convince  all  the  world  of  the  uprightness  I 
of  our  intentions,  and  of  our  sincere  disposition  I 
to  peace  ; and  demonstrate  to  whose  ambition  1 
and  thirst  of  power  the  calamities  of  a war  are  I 
to  he  imputed,  if  these  just  and  reasonable  I 
propositions  are  rejected.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
I have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you,  th.it  ihe 
crown  of  Sweden  has  acceded  to  the  Treaty  of  I 
Hanover,  and  that  the  Convention  hetween  me,  I 
his  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  the  king  of  j 
Denmark,  is  actual!*  signed. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; I 

“ The  vigour  and  chearfulness  you  have  I 
shewn,  in  raising  so  effectually,  and  upon  such  | 
easy  terms,  the  necessary  Supplies  for  the  ser-  ! 
vise  of  the  current  year,  are  not  only  instances  i 
of  your  zeal  and  affection  to  me,  but  demon- 
strate the  established  credit,  power,  and 
strength  of  this  kingdom. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ It  would  have  been  a great  satisfaction  to 
me,  if  before  your  separation  I had  been  able 
to  speak  to  you  more  positively,  and  with 
greater  certainty,  upon  the  present  posture  and 
state  of  affairs  : but  as  you  have  now  dispatch- 
ed the  public  business,  and  as  the  season  of 
the  year  requires  your  going  into  your  respec- 
tive countries,  I choose  rather  to  put  nn  end  to 
this  session,  than  to  keep  you  any  longer  toge- 
ther unnecessarily.  The  provisions  you  have 
made,  nnd  the  perfect  union  and  harmony  be- 
tween me  nnd  my  allies,  will,  I hope,  enable 
me,  by  the  Divine  Assistance,  either  to  with- 
stand and  defeat  the  designs  of  our  enemies,  if 
their  condnet  shall  bring  upon  us  the  necessity 
of  a war  ; or  to  improve  the  blessings  of  peace 
if  peace  can,  with  justice,  honour  and  security, 
be  obtained.”* 


* “ At  this  period,  VValpolestood  in  the  high- 
est estimation  with  the  king  and  nation ; and 
his  pacific  sentiments  were  so  well  known,  that 
nil  who  desired  the  blessing  of  peace,  wished 
for  his  continuadce  in  office  ; yet  rumours  of  » 
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Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  the  King’s 
Command,  prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the 
27  th  of  June. 


Deatii  of  George  the  First. 

George  the  First  had  not  visited  his  German 
dominions  these  two  years,  and,  therefore,  soon 
after  the  breaking  up  of  the  parliament,  he  pre- 


circulated ; and  a formal  attempt  was  made  by 
Bolingbroke,  in  co-operation  with  the  duchess 
of  Kendal,  to  obtain  his  removal,  and  to  sub- 
stitute himself  in  his  place.  A full  account  of 
this  intrigue,  which  has  occasioned  various 
conjectures  and  uncertain  speculations,  is  here 
given  from  undoubted  authorities. 

“ The  Duchess  of  Kendal,  who,,  by  the 
death  of  lady  Darlington,  remained  without  a 
rival  in  the  confidence  of  the  King,  had,  in  con- 
sideration of 11, 000/.  assured  lord  Bolingbroke 
that  she  would  obtain  his  complete  restoration ; 
but  having  failed  in  effecting  her  promise,  she 
threw  the  whole  blame  on  sir  Robert  Wulpole 
ns  the  person  who  obstructed  the  King'sdesigns 
in  his  favour  : and  though  she  was  inclined  to 
second  all  attempts  for  the  purpose  oi  obtain- 
ing bis  disgrace,  yet  many  circumstances  pre- 
vented her  from  exerting  her  influence  in  fa- 
favour  of  Bolingbroke. 

“ She  was  become  timid  and  cautious; 
fearful  of  distressing  the  mind  of  the  king,  who 
was  declining  in  yc-ars  and  health,  and  easily 
depressed.  She  was  unwilling  to  offend  the 
ministers,  who,  besides  the  payment  of  a pen- 
sion of 7,500/.  from  the  Exchequer,  which  it  de- 
pended on  their  punctuality  to  discharge,  se- 
cured her  good-will  by  private  presents,  nnd 
supplied  her  with  various  means  of  gratifying 
her  rapaciousness.  She  affected  great  concern 
for  the  interest  of  England,  and  sacrificed  to 
her  own  tranquillity  the  concerns  of  the  Hano- 
verian junto.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
was  no  easy  task  to  rouse  her  active  exertions ; 
but  Bolingbroke  paid  assiduous  court ; his  wife 
was  no  less  constant  in  her  attendance,  and 
both  anxiously  watched  for  a favourable  op- 
gon unity,  which  at  length  seemed  to  present 

“ The  eldest  son  of  sir  Robert  Walpole  had 
been  appointed  ranger  of  Richmond  Park, 
and  the  minister,  while  anew  lodge  was  build- 
ing, took  a small  tenement  on  Richmond  Hill, 
wlujre  t he  King  after  shooting  occasionally  dined 
with  him,  and  passed  the  afternoon  drinking 
punch,  of  which  lie  was  excessively  fond,  in  an 
*asy  and  convivial  manner. 

“ The  duchess,  alarmed  at  this  familiar  in- 
tercourse, nnd  anxions  to  render  these  visits 
less  frequent,  attempted,  by  means  of  some 
of  her  German  friends,  who  were  generally  of 
the  party,  to  break  up  the  meeting  sooner 
thau  the  usual  time  of  retiring  ; but  their  at- 
tempts having  no  effect,  the  duchess  listened  to 

the  overture^  qf17Bi)iin^bf^Kcii^l|iavati'/ullih  fo»it 
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pared  for  his  journey  to  Hanover,  where  ho 
thought  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  labours  in  peace, 
or  continue  his  endeavours  for  the  good  of  the 
common  cause.  Having  appointed  the  lords  jus- 
tices for  the  administration  of  the  government 
he  embarked  at  Greenwich,  on  board  the  Caro- 
lina yacht,  the  3d  of  Jane,  attended  by  the 
earl  of  liny  and  the  lord  Townshend.  The  king 
landed,  on  the  7th,  at  Vnert  in  Holland,  where 
he  lay  that  night.  The  next  day  he  proceeded 
on  his  journey  to  Hanover ; and,  on  the  9th  of 


mented  her  jealousy  against  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole, and  prevailed  on  her  to  second  his  efforts. 

“ He  drew  up  n long  memorial,  full  of  invec- 
tives against  the  minister,  which  the  duchess  of 
Kendal  secretly  deliveredto  the  King.  After 
stating  in  various  instances  the  misconduct  of 
administration,  he  concluded  by  requesting  an 
audience,  nnd  undertook  to  demonstrate  that 
the  kingdom  must  inevitably  be  ruined,  should 
sir  Robert  Waloole  continue  at  the  head  of 
the  treasury.  The  King  put  this  memorial  into 
the  hands  of  the  minister,  who  concluded,  that 
the  person  who  conveyed  it,  could  hot  be  igno- 
rant of  the  contents  : after  some  inquiry,  he 
traced  it  to' the  duchess  of  Kendal,  who,  on 
being  interrogated,  acknowledged  that  she  had 
delivered  it,  and  attempted  tojustify  her  conduct 
by  frivolous  excuses.  Walpole,  in  reply,  only 
entreated  her  as  a favour,  to  second  the  instances 
of  Bolingbroke,  and  to  procure  for  him  that 
audience  which  he  so  earnestly  solicited.  The 
duchess,  after  several  endeavours  to  excuse 
herself,  promised  compliance ; and  nt  n proper 
interval,  Walpole  besought  the  King  to  grant 
an  audience  to  Bolingbroke  ; and  urged  the 
propriety,  by  observing,  that  if  this  request 
was  rejected,  much  clamour  would  be  raised 
against  him  for  keeping  the  King  to  himself, 
and  for  permitting  none  to  approach  hisperson 
who  might  tell  unwelcome  truths. 

“ The  King  declined  complying  in  so  posi- 
tive a manner,  that  Walpole  conld  not  venture 
to  press  it  any  farther  in  person ; but  waited 
on  the  duchess  to  renew  his  application.  He 
found  Indy  Bolingbroke  on  a visit,  nnd  when 
she  retired,  was  informed,  that  the  King  was 
unwilling  to  admit  Bolingbroke,  on  a supposi- 
tion that  it  would  make  him  uneasy.  Walpole 
repealed  his  earnest  entreaties,  and  declared 
that  he  could  not  be  easy,  until  the  audience 
was  granted.  These  pressing  solicitations  finally 
had  their  effect;  and  Bolingbroke  wasadmitted 
into  the  closet. 

“ While  Walpole  was  attending  in  an  ad- 
joining apartment,  lord  Lcchniere  cotne,  and 
demanded  admission  for  the  signature  of  papers, 
which  he  had  brought  as  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  of  Cornwall.  He  was  informed  that 
Bolingbroke  was  with  the  King,  and  that  Wal- 
pole was  also  waiting.  In  the  midst  of  hig 
surprise,  Bolinghroke  coming  out,  Lechmere 
instantly  rushed  into  the  closet,  and  without 
making  any  apology,  or  entering  upon  his  own 
business,  burst  out  into  the  most  violent  in- 
vectM«S'PgRiw:t  Walpobljiffsbom  ilitiirreviled  as 


571 1 PARL.  HISTORY,  1 3 George  I.  Ml.— Death  of  Geoige  the  First.  [574 


bavin;  rested  well  that  night,  set  out  from  Del. 
den  about  four  the  next  morning.  Between 


June,  between  ten  and  eleven  at  night,  arrived 
at  Delden,  in  all  appearance  of  perlect, health. 
He  supped  there  very  heartily,  and  eat  an 
orange,  but  no  melon,  as  was  reported ; and, 


not  contented  with  doing  mischief  himself,  but 
as  having  introduced  one  who  was,  if  possible, 
worse  than  binisc-lf,  to  be  his  assistant.  The 
King,  delighted  with  this  mistake,  calmly  asked  1 
him,  if  he  would  uudertnke  the  office  of  prime 
minister.  Lechinere  made  no  reply,  but  con- 
tinued pouring  forth  his  invectives,  and  finally 
departed  without  having  offered  any  of  the 

Eapers  to  sign.  Walpole  found  the  King  so  | 
ighly  diverted  ami  occupied  with  this  incident, 
that  it  was  some  time  before  he  lmd  an  oppor-  ! 
tuoity  of  enquiring  the  subject  of  Bolingbroke's  I 
ponversation.  The  King  slightly  answered,  j 
“ Bagatelles,  bagatelles.” 

“ Thus  was  this  formidable  attack  defeated  ! 
by  the  prudence  and  firmness  of  the  minister; 
the  Kiug  continued  his  confidential  visits,  and 
on  his  departure  for  Hanover,  ordered  him  to 
have  the  lodge  in  Richmoud  Park  finished 
against  his  return. 

“ Such  is  the  account  of  this  extraordinary 
transaction,  given  by  Walpole  himself;  yet 
other  reports  have  been  circulated,  which  de- 
serve consideration.  Bolingbroke  so  confidently 
and  repeatedly  asserted,  that  on  the  King’s  re- 
turn from  Hanover,  he  should  he  appointed  mi- 
nister, that  this  opinion  obtained  belief,  not  only 
from  his  friends  and  partisans,  but  from  others 
who  were  less  inimical  to  the  minister,  and  less 
desirous  of  his  fall.  Swift  expresses  his  hopes 
on  the  subject,  with  his  usual  freedom,  in  a let- 
ter to  Dr.  Sheridan,  May  13th,  1727 ; and  At- 
terbury  drew  up  a memorial  to  cardinal  Fleury, 
in  which  he  treated  Lhe  fall  of  the  minister  as  a 
certain  event.  Pelham  also  told  speaker  On- 
slow, that  at 'this  period,  Walpole  was  so  con- 
vinced of  Bolingbroke’s  intended  elevation,  as 
to  have  adopted  the  resolution  of  resigning  and 
accepting  a peerage,  hut  was  deterred  by  the 
remonstrances  of  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  and 
the  representations  of  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
who  dissuaded  him  from  accepting  an  office 
which  would  incapacitate  him  for  taking  his 
accustomed  lead  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

On  the  other  hand,  Horace  Walpole,  lady 
Walsingham,  and  the  duchess  of  Kendal  her- 
self, in  a conversation  with  Sir  Matthew  Decker, 
asserted  that  the  King  did  not  intendto  dismiss 
Walpole.  It  is  not  difficult,  however,  to  recon- 
cile these  contradictory  reports.  It  was  natural 
for  Bolingbroke  to  propagate  an  opinion  tend- 
ing to  exalt  his  own  importance;  it  is  probable 
that  Walpole,  in  a peevish  moment  of  dissatis- 
faction, might  have  expressed  a resolution  of 
retiring;  and  the  w hole  account  might  possibly 
have  received  its  greatest  authority  from  Wal- 
pole’s own  declaration,  that  knowing  the  vena- 
lity of  the  duchess  of  Kendal,  her  ascendancy 
over  the  King,  and  the  influence  of  Bolingbroke 
over  her,  he  was  not  without  apprehensions  that 
her  efforts  might  have  finally  succeeded.” 
Coxe's  rhe  t lriivep!i1y  (Vf. 


eight  and  nine  he  ordered  the  coach  to  stop,  in-  i 
order  to  make  water,  and  perceiving,  that  one  1 
of  his  hands  hung  motionless,  said,  ‘ I cannot  I 
move  this  hand.’  Monsieur  l'abrice  rubbed  it  I 
with  both  his,  hut  to  no  effect;  upon  which  lie  | 
called  the  surgeon  (who  followed  on  horseback) 
who  rubbed  it  also  with  spirits.  In  this  inter-.  ' 
val  the  king’s  eyes  and  mouth  began  to  move  * 
strangely,  and  his  tongue  to  swell,  so  that  he  ! 
could  not  speak.  The  surgeon,  taking  it  fur  an 
apoplectic  lit,  opened  a vein,  and  the  Kiug  re- 
covered his  sp-.?ch,  so  ns  to  say,  ‘ Hasten  to  j 
Osnaburg  but  immediately  fell  into  a slum- 
ber in  Fabrice's  arms.  As  the  violent  motion  ■ 
of  the  coach  could  not  keep  the  King  nwnke,  I 
Fabrice  asked  the  surgeon.  What  he  thought  of 
him  f who  answered,  he  despaired  of  his  life.  | 
Fabrice  ordered  him  to  take  care  of  him,  and 
riil  post  himself  from  the  last  stage  to  Osnaburg,  I 
to  prepare  the  duke  of  York,  the  King's  bro-  I 
ther,  for  such  unexpected  news.  The  King . ] 
being  arrived  there  about  ten,  was  immediately  ] 
carried  to  bed,  where  he  continued  speechless 
and  in  agonies  till  two  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
on  Sunday  the  11th  of  June,  when  he  expired  I 
in  the  C8th  year  of  his  age,  and  13th  of  hit 
reign ; and  was  interred  at  Hanover,  among  bit 
ancestors.® 


* “ The  King  depnrted  for  Hanover  on  the 
3rd  of  June  ; lie  enjoyed  perfect  health  till  he 
arrived  at  Delden.  He  was  eutertained  by  the 
count  de  Twittel,  at  a country  house  about  20 
miles  from  that  town.  The  King  eat  some  me- 
lons after  supper,  which  probably  caused  the 
indigestion  of'  which  he  died.  He  returned 
that  evening  to  Delden,  and  set  out  early  the 
next  morning,  after  having  breakfasted  on  a 
cup  of  chocolate.  On  his  arrival  at  Bemheim, 
the  King  felt  himself  indisposed,  hut  continued 
his  journey  in  opposition  to  the  repeated  en- 
treaties of  his  suite.  His  indisposition  in- 
creased, and  when  he  arrived  at  Ippenbnren,  he 
was  quite  lethargic  ; his  hand  fell  down  as  if 
lifeless,  and  bis  tongue  hong  out  of  his  mouth. 
He  gave,  however,  signs  of  life,  by  continually 
cryiDg  out,  as  well  as  he  could  articulate,  Osna- 
burg, Osnaburg.  This  impatience  to  reach  Os- 
naburg, induced  the  attendants  nut  to  stop  at 
Ippenburen,  but  to  hasten  on,  in  hopes  of 
arriving  at  that  city  before  he  died.  But  it 
was  too  late.  The  exact  time  and  place  of  his 
death  cannot  be  ascertained  ; but  it  is  most 
probable,  that  he  expired  either  as  the  carriage 
was  ascending  the  hill  near  Ippenburen,  or  on 
the  summit.  On  their  arrival  at  the  palace  of 
his  brother,  the  bishop  of  Osnaburg,  lie  was  im- 
mediately bled,  but  all  attempts  to  recover  bins 
proved  ineffectual.  A courier  had  been  dis- 
patched to  the  duchess  of  Kendal,  who  lmd  re- 
mained at  Delden,  with  the  account  of  the 
King’s  dangerous  situation ; he  met  her  nn  th» 
road,  about  two  miles  the  other  side  of  the 
Rhine ; but  as  she  was  hastening  on,  another 
beat  ^ 
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Thus  died  George  the  First,  who  may  truly  1 
he  considered  as  more  fortuuate  in  more  im- 
portant circumstances  of  his  life  and  aifairs, 
than  nny  prince  of  the  last  or  present  century. 

breast,  tore  her  hair,  and  gave  signs  of  extreme 
grief ; and  then  dismissing  the  English  ladies 
who  accompanied  her,  took  the  road  to  Bruns- 
nic,  where  she  continued  three  months.* 

“ Lord  Townshend,  who  was  on  his  journey 
to  Hanover,  required  instantly  to  Osnoburg, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  22d,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing; but  iiudiug  the  King  demised,  he  wrote  a 
Jetter  of  condolence  and  congratulation  to  the 
new  sovereign,  and  taking  post,  pursued  bis 
journey  to  England. 

“ Before  X conclude  the  reign  of  George  the 
First,  one  remarkable  fact  must  not  be  omitted. 
As  the  King  could  not  readily  speak  English, 
nor  sir  Robert  Walpole  French,  the  minister 
was  obliged  to  deliver  his  sentiments  in  Lutin  ; 
and  as  neither  could  converse  in  that  language 
with  readiness  and  propriety,  Walpole  was  fre- 

Suently  beard  to  say,  that  during  the  reign  of 
le  first  George,  he  governed  the  kingdom  by 
means  of  bad  Latin.  It  is  a mutter  of  wonder, 
tlint  under  such  disadvantages,  the  King  should 
take  pleasure  in  transacting  business  with  him  ; 
a circumstance  principally  owing  to  the  me- 
thod and  perspicuity  of  bis  calculations,  and  to 
the  extreme  facility  with  which  he  arranged  and 
explained  the  most  abstruse  and  difficult  com- 
binations of  finance. 

“ It  has  been  already  observed,  that  George 
the  First  had,  by  a lelt-Jianded  marriage,  es- 
poused the  duchess  of  Kendal,  though  bis  real 
wife,  the  unfortunate  Sophia  Dorothy,  was  still 
alive.  Sophia  was  the  oidy  child  of  William 
duke  of  Zell,  by  Eleanor  d'Bmiers,  of  the  house 
ofOlhreuse,  in  France ; she  was  born  in  1666, 
and  her  Imud  was  courted  by  die  most  power- 
ful princes’  of  Germany.  His  father  Ernest 
Augustus  having  once  designed  biro  for  tbe 
princess  Anne,  afterwards  queen  of  England; 
he  actually  went  to  England  to  pay  his  ad- 
dresses, and  was  well  received  and  approved 
by  tbe  whole  court.  But  he  was  recalled  by  1 
his  father,  who  had  suddenly  concluded  a match 
for  him  with  bis  cousin. 

“ Sophia,  at  tbe  time  of  their  marriage,  was 
only  sixteeu  years  of  age,  and  was  a princess  of 
great  personal  charms  and  mental  endow- 


* The  duchess  of  Kendnl  was  sister  of  Fre- 
deric Achatius,  count  of  Schulenburgh  and  ' 
Hedlen.  Petronelle  Mclesina.  couutess  of : 
Walsingham,  who  afterwards  married  the  earl  ! 
of  Chesterfield,  was  supposed  to  be  her  dmigh-  j 
•er  by  George  the  First,  though  she  was  consi-  ' 
dered  as  her  niece.  The  duchess  returued  to 
England,  and  died  in  1743  at  a very  advanced 
“Re.  She  principally  resided  at  Kendal  House, 
Xilewurth,  which  was  after  her  death  converted 
into  a tea  garden.  Her  immense  property  was 
divided  amongst  her  German  relations,  and  the 
•ountesg  of  Cj£«jt?rfwl'4-  digitize, I in-  i|ic  I ifivcfsi* 
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This  good  fortune,  which  is  often  the  reward  of 
virtue,  nnd  as  often  the  effect  of  prudence,  at- 
tended him  as  well  before  ns  after  his  acces- 
sion to  the  crown  of  Grent-Britain.  The  esta- 

tnents ; yet  her  attractions  did  not  retain  the 
affections  of  her  litisbaud.  After  she  Imd 
brought  him  n son  and  n daughter,  he  neglected 
his  amiable  consort,  and  attached  himself  to  a 
favourite  mistress. 

“ Such  was  the  situation  of  Sophia,  when 
count  Konigsinark,  a Swedish  nobleman, 
arrived  at  Hanover.  He  was  a man  of  a good 
figure,  and  professed  gallantry  ; had  been  for- 
merly enamoured  of  Sophia  at  Zell,  trod  was 
supposed  to  have  made  some  impression  on 
her  heart.  On  the  sight  of  her,  liis  passion, 
which  had  been  diminished  by  absence,  broke 
. out  with  increasing  violence ; lie  had  the  im- 
j prudence  publicly  to  renew  his  attentions;  and 
' as  George  was  absent  at  the  army,  made  his 
solicitations  witli  redoubled  ardour.  Informa- 
tion of  his  attachment,  and  of  his  success,  was 
conveyed  to  Ernest  Augustus ; and  one  even- 
ing, as  the  count  came  out  of  her  apartment, 
and  was  crossing  a passage,  he  was  put  to  death 
by  persons  placed  to  intercept  him,  in  tiie  pre- 
sence of  the  elector ; and  tradition  still  marks 
the  spot  where  this  assassination  was  com- 
mitted. Sophia  was  immediately  put  Under 
arrest;  and  though  she  solemnly  protested  her 
innocence,  yet  circumstances  spoke  strongly 

“'George,  who  never  loved  his  wife,  gave  im- 
plicit credit  to  the  account  of  her  infidelity,  a* 
related  by  his  father;  consented  to  her  im- 
prisonment, and  obtained  from  the  ecclesias- 
tical consistory,  a divorce,  which  was  passed 
on  the  2Stb  of  December  1694.  And  even 
her  father,  the  duke  of  Zell,  rcho-doated  on 
his  only  daughter,  does  not  seem  to  have  en- 
tertained nny  doubts  of  her  guilt ; fur  he  con- 
tinued upon  the  strictest  terms  of  friendship 
with  Ernest  Augustus,  and  bis  son-in  law. 

“ The  unfortunate  Sophia  was  confined  in 
the  castle  of  Alden,  situated  on  i lie  small  river 
Aller,  in  the  duchy  of  Zell.  She  terminated 
her  miserable  existence,  after  a long  captivity 
of  thirty-two  years,  on  the  13th  of  November 
1726,  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  her  age,  only 
seven  months  before  the  death  of  George  the 
First ; and  she  was  announced  in  the  Gazette, 
under  the  title  ot  the  Electress  Dowager  of 
Hanover. 

“During  her  whole  confinement,  she  he- 
haved  with  no  less  mildness  than  diguitv  ; and 
on  receiving  the  sacrament  once  every  week, 
never  omitted  on  that  awful  occasion,  making 
the  most  solemn  asseverations,  that  she  was 
not  guilty  Of  the  crime  laid  to  her  charge. 
Subsequent  circumstances  have  come  to  light, 
which  appear  to  justify  her  memory;  and  re- 
ports are  current  at  Hanover,  that  her  charac- 
ter was  basely  defamed,  and  that  she' fell  a sa- 
crifice to  the  jealousy  and  perfidy  of  I lie  countess 
of  Platen,  favourite  mistress  of  Ernest  An- 
, g<WWSUif.i8|Wfllg[  CtMfflt  Kouig- 
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blishment  of  (he  electoral  dignity  in  liis  family, 
was  a work  which,  though  begun  by  his  father, 
was  reserved  for  him  finally  to  accomplish.  A 
large  accession  of  dominion  fell  to  him  by  his 
succeeding  to  the  dukedom  of  Zell,  whereby 
be  became  one  of  the  greatest  princes  of  Ger- 
many, and  by  far  the  most  powerful  person 
that  ever  stood  next  heir  to  the  British  throne. 
The  duchy  of  Bremen,  and  the  bishopric  of 
Osnaburg,  considerably  strengthened  his  in- 
terests in  the  empire,  and  gave  an  additional 
weight  to  the  Protestant  cause. 

But  his  good  fortune  appeared  in  nothing  so 
remarkable  as  in  the  removal  of  those  seem- 
ingly invincible  obstacles  to  his  succession  to 
the  crown  of  these  kingdoms.  Queen  Anne 
had  high  notions  of  hereditary  right;  and,  in 
the  latter  part  of  her  reign,  slavish  doctrines  in 
support  of  the  indefessibleness  of  that  right, 
were  avowed  in  numerous  addresses.  Prepa- 
rations were  made  for  the  execution  of  pur- 
poses well  understood,  though  not  expressly 
avowed.  The  ministers,  and  all  who  had  been 
the  sure  supports  of  the  Hanover  succession, 
had  been  disgraced.  Many  favourable  con- 
cessions were  made  to  our  often  defeated  ene- 
mies, who,  both  by  interest  and  inclination, 
were  the  protectors  mid  friends  of  the  Pre- 


smark,  who  slighted  her  overtures,  jealousy 
took  possession  of  her  breast : she  determined 
to  sacrifice  both  the  lover  and  the  princess  to 
her  vengeance,  and  circumstances  favoured  her 

“ The  prince  was  absent  at  the  army : Ernest 
Augustus  was  a man  of  warm  passions  and 
violent  temper,  easily  irritated,  and  when  irri- 
tated, incapable  of  controul.  Sophia  herself 
had  treated  count  Konigsmnrk  with  regard  and 
attention,  and  the  lover  was  hot-headed,  self- 
sufficient,  priding  himself  on  liis  personal  ac- 
complishments, and  accustomed  to  succeed  in 
aflairs  of  gallantry. 

“ Those  who  exculpate  Sophia,  assert  either 
that  a common  visit  was  construed  into  an  act 
of  criminality  ; or  that  the  countess  of  Platen, 
at  a late  hour,  summoned  count  Konigsmark 
in  the  name  of  the  princess,  though  without 
her  connivance;  that  on  being  introduced, 
Sophia  was  surprised  at  his  intrusion  ; that  on 
quitting  the  apartment,  he  was  discovered  by- 
Ernest  Augustus,  whom  the  countess  had 
placed  in  the  gallery,  and  was  instantly  assassi- 
nated by  persons  whom  she  had  suborned  for 
that  purpose. 

“ It  is  impossible,  at  this  distance  of  time, 
to  discover  and  trace  the  circumstances  of  this 
mysterious  transaction,  on  which  no  person  at 
the  court  of  Hanover  durst  at  that  time  deliver 
his  opinion.  But  the  sudden  murder  of  count 
Konigsmark  may  be  urged  as  a corroboration 
of  this  statement : for  had  his  guilt,  and  that 
of  Sophia  been  unequivocal,  would  lie  not 
have  been  arrested  and  brought  to  a trial  for 
the  purpose  of  proving  their  connection  and 
confronting  him  with  the  unfortunate  princess? 
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tender.  The  administration  of  affairs  Was 
committed  to  the  most  during  mid  determined 
and  the  natiou  deluded  into  madness  for  de- 
struction. But,  amidst  these  apprehensions 
nnd  dangers,  the  queen’s  sudden  and  unexpect- 
ed death  gave  the  fortunate  elector  of  Hanover 
nn  easy  and  unmolested  accession  to  the 

King  George  did  not  labour  under  king  Wil- 
liam's first  disadvantages.  His  and  their  coun- 
tries enemies  were  well  known,  nnd  could  with 
no  colour  of  right  demand  confidence  and 
power.  After  strong  professions  of  submission 
and  loyalty,  many  actually  entered  into  re- 
bellion; and  greater  numbers  wished  it  success. 
The  inurmurings  and  complaints,  which  «ere 
occasioned  by  liie  disgrace  of  the  general  and 
ministry,  who  bad  raised  the  credit  and  glory 
of  the  nation  to  an  height  before  unknown, 
had  been  resented  as  unpardonable  affronts  to 
the  royal  prerogative : And  yet,  when  the  suc- 
cessor removed  those,  from  whom  he  had  re- 
ceived many  indignities,  and  of  whoso  mea- 
sures and  designs  to  defeat  him  of  his  royal 
dignity,  he  had  many  and  undoubted  proofs, 
this  was  represented  as  extreme  partiality  and 
injustice;  aud  in  public,  and  on  the  most  so- 
lemn occasions,  it  was  pleaded  ns  a just  provo- 


not  scrupled,  since  the  death  of  Ernest  Au- 
gustus and  George  the  First,  to  express  their  | 
belief  that  the  imputation  cast  on  Sophia  was 
false  and  unjust.  It  is  also  reported,  that  her  1 
husband  having  made  an  offer  of  reconciliation, 
she  gave  this  noble  and  disdainful  answer  of  1 
haughty  virtue,  unconscious  of  stain : “If 
what  I am  accused  of  is  true,  I am  unworthy 
of  his  bed;  and  if  my  accusation  is  false,  he 
is  unworthy  of  me ; I will  not  uccept  his  offers.''  a 

“ George  the  Second,  who  doated  ou  bis  y 
mother,  was  folly  convinced  of  her  innocence.  JJ 
He  once  marie  an  attempt  to  see  her,  nnd  even 
crossed  the  Aileron  horseback,  opposite  to  the 
castle,  but  was  prevented  from  having  an  in-  . 
terview  by  the  baron  de  Buiow,  to  whose  care  y 
the  elector,  her  husband,  lin'd  committed  her. 
Had  she  survived  his  accession,  he  intended  to  j 
restore  her  to  liberty,  nnd  acknowledge  her  as 
queen  dowager.  Her  memory  was  so  dear  to  | 
him,  that  lie  secretly  kept  her  portrait  in  his 
possession:  and  the  morning  after  the  news  of 
the  death  of  George  the  First  had  reached  | 
London,  Mr.  Howard  observed  (in  the  anti- 
chamber  of  the  king’s  apartment)  a picture  of 
a woman  in  the  electoral  robes,  which  proved 
to  lie  that  of  Sophia. 

“ George  the  Second  told  queen  Caroline, 
that  in  making  some  repairs  in  the  palace  of 
Hanover,  the  hones  of  count  Konigsmark 
were  found  under  the  floor  of  iheantichamber 
which  led  to  the  npnrtnient  of  Sophia.  I be  1 
queen  mentioned  this  fact  to  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole, ami  in  various  conversations  which  she 
held  on  ibis  sohjeci,  she  appeared  fully  °°"" 
vinced  of  her  innocence;  an  opinion  which  the 
minister  himself  constantly  adhered  to."  Coxes 

.ixrtlnppten  I iniaiy  Digitisation  i 'nil  " 
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cation  to  rebellion,  and  all  punishments  of  the  more  happy,  not  only  for  the  nation  hut  for  the 
authors  of  so  much  mischief  ami  misery  were  lasting  tranquillity  and  liberties  of  Europe, 
opposed  under  the  pretence  of  being  acts  of  France  would  then  have  been  compelled  to  giva 
inhumanity  and  cruelty.  up ''(be  Spanish  monarchy.  By  advantages  in 

There  are  many  circumstances  not  publicly  trading  to  the  dominions  of  Spain,  in  Europe 
known,  which,  if  brought  to  the  light,  would  and  America,  anti  by  several  concessions,  we 
demonstrate  the  king’s  extraordinary  good  for-  should  have  had  ample  means  of  repairing  the 
tune  in  defeating  the  rebellion.  Besides  what  losses  sustained  in  a long  ami  expensive  war. 
broke  ont  in  theNorth,  the  associations  ami  pro-  The  House  of  Bourbon  had  been  reduced 
parations  in  the  South  and  the  West  were  great  within  their  proper  bounds,  and  ceased  to  have 
and  numerous.  Caution,  fearfulness,  and  delay,  been  the  terror  and  scourge  of  their  'neighbours, 
prevented  the  execution  of  measures,  which  To  this  may  be  added,  that  king  George  came 
could  hardly  have  failed  of  proving  fatal  to  the  to  a people  who  hud  been  corrupted  both  in 
government.  Such  a multitude  of  enemies  in  their  political  and  religious  notions,  and  had 
so  many  places  would  have  divided  the  troops,  been  taught  an  aversion  to  our  natural  al- 
and have  rendered  the  army  insiguificant  in  the  lies,  nnd  to  all  foreign  Protestants,  while  an 
defence  of  the  whole.  The  march  of  part  of  the  esteem  aod  affection  for  France,  and' a tender- 
rebels  into  England,  their  trilling  at  Preston,  ness  for  many  doctrines  of  Popery  bad  been 
nml  their  speedy  defeat,  were  of  unspeakable  lufused’  into  them  with  great  success  ; and 
advantage,  by  effectually  discouraging  iusur-  these  prejudices  had  indisposed  the  natiop  to 
rections  in  many  other  places;  ..whereas  a few  submit  to  a Protestant  prince,  while  the  dan- 
days  march  further  would  have  very  much  gers  from  a popish  one  were  not  attended  to. 
swelled  their  numbers,  aud  given  them  a dan-  The  advantages  likewise  of  a prosperous  war, 
gerous  strength.  aud  many  valuable  branches  of  commerce  bad 

But  nothing  could  be  more  fortunate  to  the  been  given  up  or  neglected ; and  the  revenue 
king  than  the  death  of  Lewis  14,  of  France,  was  loaded  with  a very  heavy  debt.  The  au- 
From  him  the  rebels  would  have  received  all  thors  of  these  calamities  had  the  art  and  as- 
sorts of  succours  aud  supplies.  Bigotry  and  surance  to  impute  the  consequences  of  them  to 
revenge  animated  the  whole  Fronch  nation  the  king  and  his  ministers ; and  their  peace- 
with  unanimous  zeal  for  the  success  of  the  making  had  left  Europe  in  such  a state,  and 
Pretender.  And  even  a minority,  a contested  their  principles  infected  the  nation  to  such  a 
regency,  and  the  probable  need,  which  the  re-  degree,  that  a good  body  of  regular  troops  was 
gent  might  have  of  onr  support,  did  not  pre-  absolutely  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  ua- 
vent  ail  assistance.  However,  those  circum-  tion;  and  yet  this  was  exclaimed  against  as  in- 
stances proved  a powerful  restraint ; and  the  slaving  it. 

situation  of  the  neighbouring  nations  was  an  The  moderate  and  sure  methods  of  dischare- 
•mineut  security  to  this  reign.  The  utmost  ing  the  public  debts  which  had  been  offered, 
degree  of  aversion  and  jealousy  subsisted  be-  having  been  neglected,  the  South-Sea  scheme 
tween  the  regent  of  France  nnd  the  court  of  took  place,  to  the  great  misfortune  and  dis- 
Madrid  ; which  was  properly  improved  by  de-  grace  of  this  reign,  as  well  as  of  the  nation  in 
straying  the  growing  naval  power  of  Spain  ; general ; and  though  men  of  oil  parties  and 
and  our  surprizing  and  complete  advantage  in  degrees  upon  this  occasion  equally  renounced 
this  affair  utterly  disappointed  the  vast, designs  common  sense  and  honesty,  yet  they  trails- 
of  an  able  and  enterprising;  minister.  ferred  the  whole  blame  from  themselves  to  the 

The  invasion  and  rebellion,  in  1719,  are  the  government.  But  whatever  mistakes  ur  mis- 
less  remembered,  because  not  one  person  suf-  fortunes  happened,  they  cannot  Justly  be  im- 
fered.  death  on  that  account.  The  Spanish  puted  to  tne  king,  whose  integrity  and  good 
fleet  with  5.000  soldiers  suffered  so  much  in  a designs  were  eminent  and  undoubted,  and  his 
storm,  as  to  be  obliged  to  return  home  ; but  resolution  to  govern  agreeable  to  our  laws  and 
about  400  of  them  landed  in  Scotland,  where  constitution  steady  and  unalterable;  though 
they  were  joined  by  a considerable  body  of  the  best  understanding,  nnd  the  best  disposi- 
Highlanders,  but  were  soon  defeated,  by  an  tion  are  nut  always  secure  from  the  arts  of 
inferior  number  of  the  king’s  forces.  bold  and  ambitious  men. 

The  king  of  Sweden's  death  was  far  from  With  regard  to  the  management  of" affairs 
being  the  least  considerable  of  many  favour-  abroad,  a due  attention  was  paid  to  the  Feeble 
able  events;  for,  had  that  implacable  monarch  and  corrupt  state  of  our  allies  ; nnd  the  eager 
lived,  his  designs  against  Denmark  would  pro-  and  hasty  disposition  of  the  people  for  war, 
bably  have  succeeded ; and  then  he  would  their  perpetual  complaints  of  the  wisest  con- 
liave  had  full  leisure  and  opportunity  for  trails-  duct,  cavilling  at  the  most  affecting  successes, 
porting  his  hardy  troops  into  Scotland.  soon  growing  weary  of  the  expence,  and  long- 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  how  great  and  un-  ing  for  peace  on  any  terms,  were  well  con- 
enmmou  soever  the  king's  goo'd  fortone  was  in  sidered  ; hut  at  the  same  time  the  dignity  and 
temoving  all  obstructions,  and  firmly  establishing  I honour  of  the  nation  were  maintained  in  our 
himself  in  the  throne,  it  was  not  without  some  methods  of  composingfthe  disorders  and  dis- 
play. Had  bis  succession  taken  place  before  turbances;  which  was  performed  with  as  little 
“•  change  of  the  ministry,  and  the  disgrace  expence  and  hazard  as  possible ; and  nreven- 

& viif 1 aMMwffifc  s* 
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and  safe  politics,  the  happiness  and  glory  of  what  he  had  once  concerted.  To  this  uni- 
his  reign.  formity  and  firmness  of  mind  which  appeared 

Asking  James,  instead  of  giving  the  laws  in  all  his  proceedings,  the  successes  that  at- 
their  proper  course,  assumed  a power  to  dis-  tended  him  were  chiefly  owing.  His  martial 
pense  with  them;  and  as  queen  Anne  was  virtues  were  no  less  conspicuous  than  his  civil, 
flattered  into  a persuasion  that  the  legal  au-  though  for  Lite  good  of  his  subjects  he  studied 
thority  was  unlimited  ; King  George,  on  the  to  decline  all  occasions  of  military  glory.  He 
contrary,  desired  no  power  but  what  enabled  had  acquired  great  reputation  in  his  younger 
him  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  subjects,  and  days,  in  Hungary  and  the  Morea,  when  be 
was  too  wise  to  deem  those  his  friends  who  fought  against  the  Turks,  as  well  as  in  Ger- 
would  have  made  their  court  to  him  by  the  many  and  Flanders,  where  he  commanded 
profession  of  an  obedience  which  they  never  against  the  disturber  of  the  peace  of  Europe, 
practised,  and  which  has  always  proved  fatal  And,  as  if  personal  courage  was  an  hereditary 
to  those  princes  who  have  put  it  to  the  trial,  virtue  of  his  family,  three  of  his  brothers  fell 
He  had  given  a proof  his  sovereign  virtues  be-  gloriously  in  the  field,  fighting  against  the  ene- 
fore  he  exercised  them  in  this  nation.  His  na-  mies  of  their  country,  and  his  son  (his  present 
tural  inclination  tojustice  led  him  to  rule  his  majesty  king  George  2.)  fought  with  the  bravery 
German  subjects  in  the  same  manner  that  our  of  his  father  at  the  battle  of  Audenarde,  when 
constitution  directed  him  to  govern  the  English,  the  sons  of  France  and  the  Pretender  fled  be- 
He  regarded  civil  liberties  as  the  natural  rights  fore  him. 

of  mankind,  and  therefore  indulged  them  to  a As  to  his  more  private  virtues,  he  was  of  a 
people  who  pleaded  no  other  claim  to  them  grave,  easy,  and  calm  temper,  and  generous 
than  his  own  goodness.  The  consistency  of  upon  all  occasions ; and  the  serenity  and  be- 
his  behaviour  was  such  that  he  inflexibly  pur-  nignity  of  his  mind  discovered  themselves  in 
sued  those  measures  which  appeared  the  most  his  countenance,  and  captivated  the  love  and 
just  and  equitable.  As  he  was  most  prudent  veneration  of  all,  who  approached  him.* 

in  laying  proper  schemes,  ho  was  no  less  re-  

markable  for  bis  steadiness  in  accomplishing  * Tindal. 


GEORGE  THE  SECOND. 


A.  D.  1727. 


Accession  of  George  the  Second.]  On 
Wednesday  the  14th  of  June  1727,  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a messenger 
brought  thenews  of  the  death  of  King  George  the 
first  to  sir  Robert  Walpole,  then  at  Chelsea,  who 
immediately  carried  it  to  the  Prince  and  Prin- 
cess of  Wales*  at  Richmond;  Whereupon  their 

“ * The  news  of  the  king’s  death  had  no 
sooner  reached  London,  than  a general  belief 
was  current  that  the  administration  would  be 
totally  changed.  It  was  credited,  that  sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole  had  irretrievably  offended  the 
new  king,  when  prince  of  Wales,  as  he  had 
been  frequently  heard  to  protest,  that  when  he 
came  to  the  throne,  that  minister  should  never 
be  employed. 

“ Pulteney,  before  their  open  rupture,  had 
informed  the  prince  of  Wales  of  some  disre- 
spectful expressions  used  on  a former  occasion, 
and  told  him  that  he  was  sold  to  his  father’s 
ministers,  by  persons  who  considered  nothing 
but  themselves  and  their  own  interest,  and 
were  in  haste  to  make  their  fortunes.  Since 
*beir  quafrpl,  bel^.uBjjloubMly-exa^prqted- 


royal  highnesses  came  with  all  speed  to  Lei- 
cester House.  Here  they  found  several  Lords 
of  the  Privy  Council,  and  many  other  persons 
of  distinction,  who  drew  up  and  signed  a Pro- 
clamation for  proclaiming  his  royal  highness 
King  of  these  realms  ; but  it  being  then  late  at 
night,  the  ceremony  was  put  off  till  the  next 

this  representation,  and,  ns  he  continued  on 

Eid  terras  at  Leicester  house,  naturally  used 
whole  credit  against  Walpole. 

“ Bolingbrokc  and  the  Tories  had  also  ca- 
balled at  Leicester  house,  and  were  supported 
by  the  whole  weight  and  influence  of  the  fa- 
vourite, Mrs.  Howard.  Swift  also,  in  a letter 
to  his  friend  Dr.  Sheridan,  mentions  the  hopes 
of  the  Tories,  and  the  certain  dismission  of 
Walpole.  In  fact,  Walpole  himself  was  at 
this  moment  convinced  of  his  removal,  and 
yet  was  well  satisfied  that  his  exclusion  could 
not  be  of  long  continuance.  Iu  conformity 
with  these  sentiments,  he  said  to  his  friend  sir 
William  Yonge,  ‘ I shall  certainly  go  ont ; but 
1 let  me  recommend  you  not  to  go  into  violent 
‘ in  a6alD‘ 


581]  PAUL.  HIST.  I Geouce  II.  172 

morning.  In  the  mean  time,  his  Majesty 
caused  ail  the  Lords  and  others  of  the  bite 
King's  Privy  Council,  to  be  sworn  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Privy  Conncil. 

In  this  moment  of  probnble  disgrace,  Walpole 
was  deserted  by  many  of  iiis  friends ; and  sir 
Spencer  Compton,  whom  the  king  had  already 
avowed  his  intention  of  appointing  minister, 
became  the  idol  of  the  day.  But  the  event 
turned  out  otherwise,  and  the  public  expecta- 
tions were  disappointed. 

“ It  is  now  well  knuwn,  that  the  continuance 
of  the  new  administration  was  principally 
owing  to  the  influence  of  queen  Caroline ; and 
writers  of  great  credit,  but  not  acquainted 
with  the  interior  situation  of  Leicester  house 
at  that  period,  have  uot  scrupled  to  nscribe  her 
patronage  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  solely  to  the 
offers  which  he  made  to  obtain  from  parlia- 
ment a jointure  of  100,000/.  a year,  when  sir 
Spencer  Compton  could  only  venture  to  pro- 

C!  60,000/.  as  if  motives  of  sordid  interest 
alone  induced  the  queen  to  protect  the 
minister;  and  as  if  her  conduct  was  derived 
from  an  instantaneous  impulse,  unconnected 
with  any  previous  communication  or  inter- 
course. The  offer  had  doubtless  its  due  effect; 
but  a number  of  circumstances  combined  to 
influence  her  in  favour  of  sir  Robert  Walpole. 

“ The  queen  was  by  no  means  ignorant  of 
his  character  and  abilities.  While  he  was  in 
opposition  to  government,  from  1717  to  1720, 
he  bad  continued  in  the  highest  favour  with 
the  prince  of  Wales.  During  this  period,  a 
woman  of  her  good  sense,  could  not  fail  of 
distinguishing  that  capacity  for  husiuess,  those 
powers  of  intellect,  which  raised  him  to  the 
head  of  his  pany  ; and  Ids  wise  and  able  con- 
duct upon  the  failure  of  the  South  Sea  scheme, 
naturally  increased  this  prepossession  in  his 

<r  He  hnd.iu  conjunction  with  lord  Towns- 
hend,  gratified  the  prince  of  Wales,  by  ob- 
taining from  the  king  the  garter  for  the  earl  of 
Scarborough.  And  count  Broglio,  the  French 
embassador,  observes  on  this  occasion, 1 That 
‘ ministers  not  unfrequently  procured  places 
1 for  those  persons  who  were  attached  to  the 
‘ prince,  from  the  consideration  that  the  time 
‘ might  come,  when  such  a conduct  would  turn 
‘ out  to  their  advantage.' 

“ The  duke  of  Devonshire,  who  had  always 
been  the  great  friend  and  supporter  of  Wal- 
pole, had  continued  on  good  terms  with  the 
princess  of  Wales.  He  had  strongly  impressed 
her  with  sentiments  of  high  regard  for  his  abi- 
lities and  ministerial  capacity,  and  had  repre- 
sented him  as  the  person  who  had  principally 
counteracted  the  intrigues  of  the  Jacobites, 
discovered  the  plot  of  bishop  Atterbury,  and 
"hose  good  offices  were  essentially  employed 
,n  preserving  the  family  on  the  throne.  Nor 
■an  a stronger  proof  be  alledged  of  the  height 
*o  which  this  confidential  intercourse  was  car- 
ried,  than  that  the  resolution  which  he  had 
•nc*  formed  soi  rtaiga^.  wasi  i tiasnstt  tisicettdi  ■ by  . 
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And  afterwards,  his  Majesty,  in  council, 
was  pleased  to  make  the  following  Declara- 

“ The  sudden  and  unexpected  death  of  tli* 


the  duke  of  Devonshire  to  the  princess,  and 
that  she  persuaded  him  to  relinquish  the  design. 

“ But  the  principal  cause  which  secured  to 
him  the  protection  of  the  queen,  was  his  pru- 
dent behaviour  in  regard  to  Mrs.  Howard.  He 
had  penetration  sufficient  to  foresee,  that 
George  the  Second  would  be  governed  by  his 
wife,  whom  he  adored,  aud  of  whose  abilities 
and  good  sense  he  had  formed  the  highest  idea, 
and  not  by  his  mistress,  of  whose  judgment  he 
never  entertaiued  any  favourable  opinion.  The 
minister  had  always  treated  the  princess  of 
Wales  with  the  highest  respect,  and  declined 
paying  court  to  Mrs.  Howard ; a mode  of  con- 
duct, which,  according  to  the  opinion  of  super- 
ficial observers  would  inevitably  bring  on  his 
disgrace,  but  which,  in  effect,  contributed  to 
his  continuance  in  office.  A contrary  mode  of 
proceeding  had  inspired  the  queen  with  an  in- 
vincible aversion  to  Pulteney,  Boiingkroke, 
and  the  Tories.  Hence  site  used  all  her  in- 
fluence with  the  king  not  to  change  the  admi- 
nistration. 

“ The  account  of  the  king’s  death  was 
brought  first  to  the  minister  at  Chelsea,  in  a 
dispatch  from  lord  Townshend,  who  had  ac- 
companied George  the  first  to  the  continent. 
He  instantly  repaired  to  the  palace  at  Rich- 
mond. The  king  was  then  retired,  as  was  his 
usual  custom,  to  his  afternoon's  nop.  On  being 
informed  iliac  his  fattier  was  dead,  he  continued 
for  some  time  incredulous,  until  lie  was  told 
that  the  minister  was  waiting  in  the  anticham- 
ber  with  the  express.  lie  at  length  started 
up,  and  made  his  appearance  half  dressed  ; 
hut  he  still  retained  his  unbelief,  until  the  dis- 
patch from  Townshend  was  produced.  Wal- 
pole having  knelt  down,  and  kissed  his  hand, 
inquired  whom  his  Majesty  would  he  pleased 
to  appoint  to  draw  up  the  declaration  to  the 
privy  council?  “ Compton,”  replied  the  king 
with  great  abruptness,  and  Walpole  quitted  the 
apartment  under  the  most  mortifying  impres- 
sions. He  immediately  waited  on  sir  Spencer 
Compton  with  the  king’s  commands,  who,  un- 
acquainted with  the  etiquette  and  forms  of 
expression  used  on  tiie  occasion,  avowed  his 
ignorance,  and  requested  the  minister  to  draw 
up  the  declaration.  Walpole  complied,  and 
Compton  conveyed  it  to  the  king. 

Walpole  passed  the  two  days  which  imme- 
diately followed  the  accession  of  the  new  King, 
in  great  agitation  and  concern,  and  held  seve- 
ral conferences  with  his  friends  at  Devonshire 
House.  Scrope,  secretary  to  the  treasury,  who 
was  admitted  to  one  of  these  meetings,  de- 
scribed the  whole  company,  absorbed  in  gloom 
and  consternation.  Either  the  next,  nr  the 
following  day,  Scrope  repeated  his  visit  to  the 
desponding  minister,  and  found  no  alteration  in 
his  mien  and  appearance.  He  first  encouraged 
i him  is,  .gfiufipai-i  terms  ter, hope, i&nd  Stain  added 
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King,  my  dearest  father,  lias  filled  my  heart  j 
with  so  much  concern  and  surprise,  that  I am 


reasons  for  that  encouragement,  which  lie  Imd 
from  one,  whose  name  he  could  not  divulge. 
His  friend  had  informed  him,  that  queen  Caro- 
line was  displeased  with  Compton,  who  had 
been  deficient  in  deference,  and  respect,  and 
had  conceived  a high  opinion  of  Walpole's 
ability-fur  finance.  She  used  to  converse  with 
George  the  First  at  chapel,  on  political  sub- 
jects; and  once  in  particular,  having  observed 
that  a want  of  proper  funds  would  oblige  him 
to  disband  his  Ilnnover  troops,  he  replied, 
“ No,  for  Walpole  can  convert  stones  into 
gold.”  • This  anecdote  recurred  to  her  recollec- 
tion ; she-  communicated  it  to  the  King,  and 
exerted  herself  to  abate  his  predilection  for 
Compton,  and  influence  him  in  favour  of  Wal- 
pole. The  truth  of  the  information  soon  ap- 
peared; tliequeen  was  assiduously  employed  in 
removing  tlie  prejudices  of  the  King.  She  re- 
presented the  folly  and  hazard  of  dismissing  a 
well  established  ministry,  and  of  forming  a mot- 
ley cabinet  of  Whigs  and  Tories and  artfully 
took  an  opportunity  of  hinting  the  imprudence 
of  .placing  a tnun  at  the  head  of  the  ministry, 
who  could  not  draw  up  the  declaration  to  be 
laid  before  the  privy  council,  but  was  compelled 
to  have  recourse  to  him  who  was  about  to  be 
dismissed;  she  also  hinted  to  him,  that  sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole  had  agreed  to  carry  through  the 
House  of  Commons,  an  augmentation  of 
180,000/.  to  the  civil  list. 

“ These  representations  had  their  effect;  and 
with  .them,  many  other  causes  co-operated  to 
change  the  King's  sentiments.  Sir  Spencer 
Compton  found  himself  unequal  to  the  weight 
of  government,  and  was  not  eager  to  take  upon 
him  so  responsible  an  qflice.  He  was  convinced, 
that  he  could  not  bear  up  against  the  opposi- 
tion of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  had  so  much 
weight  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  who 
would  he  supported  hy  the  uniied  interests  of 
Newcastle,  Devonshire.  Towushend,  and  the 
great  leaders  of  the  Whigs,  unless  a Tory  ad- 
ministration was  formed.  George  the  Second 
was  averse  to  throw  himself  into  the  hands  of 
the  Tories,  and  yet  could  not  form  a new  minis- 
try, which  promised  stability,  without  taking 
that  step.  Pulteney,  the  only  man  of  great 
weight  and  influence  among  the  Whigs  in  oppo- 
sition, was  by  no  means  attached  to  the  Tories, 
nnd  would  not  have  heartily  coalesced  with 
them.  Boling  broke  was  so  extremely  unpopular, 
that  his  re-esta  bhslinient  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
nnd  his  admission  into  the  ministry,  would  have 
occasioned  great  murmurs  and  discontents 
among  those  who  usually  supported  govern- 
ment. Lord  Carteret,  the  only  man  of  abilities 
who  was  cordially  inclined  to  join  the  Tories, 
had  little  personal  consequence,  was  not  the 
leader  of  any  parly,  and  ilid  not  possess  the 
smallest  influence  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

“ The  situation  of  foreign  affairs  also  no  less 
contributed  to  confirm  the  King  in  his  resolu- 
tion ^Wt^ove 


. — Accctsion  of  George  the  Second.  [584 
at  a loss,  how  to  express  myself  upon  this  great 
and  melancholy  occasion. 


Hanover  had  been  recently  concluded,  and 
the  negotiations  for  the  consummation  of  that 
alliance  were  in  great  forwardness.  They  had 
been  planned  and  were  conducting  byword 
Townsliend,  in  co-operation  with  France.  The 
opposition  had  warmly  resisted  the  treaty,  and 
might  have  introduced  a new  plan,  which  must 
have  deranged  and  overturned  the  whole  system 
of  foreign  politics.  Cardinal  Fleury,  who  then 
governed  France,  was  intimately  connected 
with  Horace  Walpole;  lie  had  adopted  the  pacific 
sentiments  which  influenced  the  English  cabi- 
net, nnd  deprecated  the  change  of  that  system 
which  had  kepi  Enropc  in  pence  for  so  long  a 
period.  When  the  news  of  the  King's  death 
reached  Paris,  Horace  Walpole  requested  and 
obtained  an  immediate  conference,  which  took 
place  at  Versailles  on  the  ensuing  day.  In  this 
conference,  the  French  minister  conveyed,  in 
the  strongest  terms,  professions  of  friendship 
from  Louis  the  Fifteenth  to  George  the  Second; 
nnd  in  his  own  name  declared  his  firm  resolu- 
tion to  maintain  the  good  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  crowns.  He  also  expressed  these 
sentiments  in  a letter  which  he  wrote  on  the 
same  day  to  Horace  Walpole.  Immediately 
after  the  conference,  Horace  Walpole  quilted 
Pans,  without  waiting  for  leave  of  absence,  re- 
paired to  London,  and  delivered  bis  letter  to  the 
King  in  person.  The  King  was  at  first  extreme- 
ly dissatisfied  with  him  for  quitnng  bis  station 
so  abruptly;  but  during  the  conference,  which 
lasted  two  hours,  he  gradually  softened,  as 
Horace  Walpole  explained,  with  great  address, 
the  relative  situations  of  England  and  France, 
effaced  the  ill  impressions  that  he  bad  enter- 
tained of  his  and  his  brother’s  conduct,  nod 
confirmed  the  sentiments  of  the  French  cabinet, 
which  were  contained  in  llie  letter  from  car- 
dinal Fleury.  Accordingly,  the  King  wrote, 
with  his  own  hand,  u letter  to  the  cardinal,  in 
which  lie  declared  his  resolution  to  pursue  the 
same  measures  ns  were  pursued  hy  his  father, 
and  to  continue  the  same  ministers  who  bad 
conducted  those  measures. 

“ Under  these  circumstances,  the  offer  which 
had  been  made  to  Compton,  was  the  only  re- 
maining impediment  to  the  continuance  of 
Walpnie.  The  manner  of  surmounting  this 
difficulty  was  previously  concerted.  The 

Queen  having,  in  the  presence  of  Walpole,  re- 
peated to  Compton  the  intimation  that  the 
King  intended  to  place  him  at  the  head  of  the 
treasury;  Walpole  instantly  declared  his  ready 
acquiescence,  and  gave  assurances  of  his  best 
assistance  and  support.  Compton  was  ex- 
tremely affected  at  this  instance  of  bis  master’s 
kindness,  nnd  shed  tears,  as  he  declared  his  in- 
capacity to  undertake  so  arduous  a trust. 

“ While  this  scene  was  passingin  the  closet, 
the  door  of  sir-Spencer  Compton’s  house  in  St. 
James’s  Square  was  besieged  by  persons  of  an 
ranks,  who  crowded  to  pay  tlieir  court  to  tb» 
. injrnu^..a  A|i,W?lf  ole  w^s. passing  through 


5S5]  PARL.  HIST.  1 Georgs  II.  1727. — Accession  of  George  the  Second.  [5SG 


« I am  sensible  of  the  weight  that  immedi- 
ately fall*  upon  me.  by  taking  the  government 
of  a nation  so  powerlul  at  home,  anil  of  such 


die  square  in  his  carriage,  he  said  to  a friend 
who  was  with  him,  * Did  you  observe  how  my 

< house  is  deserted,  and  how  that  door  is 
i crowded  with  carriages?  To-morrow  the  scene 

< will  be  changed  : that  house  will  be  deserted, 

‘ and  mine  will  be  more  frequented  than  ever/ 

“ As  his  continuance  in  office  was  the  work 
of  the  Queen,  it  was  through  her  that  it  was 
first  made  known  to  the  public.  Oh  the  first 
drawing-rootn  which  - she  held  at  Leicester 
House,  lady  Walpole,  among  others,  presented 
herself ; hut  ns  there  was  a great  crowd,  and 
her  husband  was  supposed  to  have  received  his 
dismission,  no  one  retired,  till  the  Queen  per- 
ceiving her  nt  some  distance,  beckoned  to  her, 
and  said,  ‘ There  I am  sure  1 see  a friend.;'  in- 
stantly the  whole  company  made  way.  She 
approached  the  Queen,  and  kissed  her  hand  ; 
her  Majesty  spoke  to  her  in  a most  gracious 
manner,  and  lady  Walpole,  in  relating  the 
anecdote  to  her  son,  Irom  whom  I received  it, 
added,  ‘ and  in  returning  T might  have  walked  1 
• upon  their  heads,  so  eager  were  they  to  pay  I 

“ From  this  moment  Walpole  was  courted, 
Compton  in  his  turn  deserted,  and  the  ministry, 
with  very  few  alterations,  continued  in  their 
former  offices.  On  the  24th  of  June,  the  very 
day  in  which  Swift  said  the  ministry  would  he 
changed,  Walpole  was  re-appointed  First  Lord 
Commissioner  of  the  Treasury  anti  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  nnd  lord  Townshend  again 
received  the  seal  of  Secretary  of  State.  An  at- 
tempt was  finally  made  by  the  party,  through 
Mrs.  Howard,  to  prevail  on  the  King  to  confer 
an  earldom  on  lord  Bathurst ; but  that  mea- 
sure being  thwarted  by  the  influence  of  the 
queen,  they  relinquished  all  hopes  of  success, 
and  Bnlingbroke  retired  from  London  in  disgust. 

“ Queen  Caroline  possessed  great  art  in 
bending  the  king's  mind  to  the  purposes  w hich 
his  English  minister  thought  advantageous  and 
necessary,  nnd  in  counteracting  the  Hano- 
verian cabals.  She  always  affected  to  retire 
when  the  minister  came  into  the  closet,  de- 
clared slie  did  not  understand  business,  and 
only  remained  as  if  to  obey  the  king's  com- 
mands, and  not  out  of  inclination  or  curiosity. 
She  never  appeared  to  listen  ; never  gave  her 
opinion  unlrss  solicited,  and  then  delivered  it 
with  a modesty  and  humility  which  captivated 
and  charmed  the  king.  She  was  extremely 
fond  of  power,  though  she  affected  the  contrary, 
and  preserved  her  influence  over  the  king  by 
consummate  discretion.  She  was  a friend  to 
peace,  nnd  appreciated  and  enforced  the 
pacific  system  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  as  the 
only  means  of  preserving  the  interior  tran- 
quillity, and  preventing  a rebellion  ; as  the 
great  cause  of  the  national  prosperity,  of  the 
increase  of.commerce,  and  of  the  improvement 
of  manufactures  and  agriculture. 

“ The  intorpflaUDO,tof-iQ;uE«si  Caroline,  and 


influence  and  consequence  abroad : but  my 
love  nnd  affection  to  this  country,  from  my 
knowledge  and  experience  of  you,  makes  me 


the  assistance  which  she  gave  to  the  ministry, 
in  regulating  the  conduct  of  affairs,  was  of  ilia 
highest  advantage  both  to  them  und  the  coun- 
try. She  was  not  unacquainted  with  the  con- 
stitution of  England  ; aud  she  often  prepared 
and  smoothed  the  way  towards  obtaining  the 
king's  conseut  to  measures  which  lie  had  first 
opposed,  because  they  often  ran  counter  to  hit 
German  prejudices,  or  to  his  passion  for  mili- 
tary glory. 

“ From  the  time  ofhis  accession  to  the  hour 
of  her  death,  the  king  always  appointed  her, 
during  hisabseuce,  regent  of  the  kingdom,  and 
an  net  of  parliament  was  passed  for  the  express 
pnrpose  of  exempting  her  from  faking  the 
naths.  He  uniformly  expressed  as  much  satis- 
faction, when  the  affairs  of  government  were 
conducted  by  her,  as  when  they  were  con- 
ducted by  himself;  an  honourable  testimony 
of  his  confidence,  which  she  amply  merited  by 
her  consummate  good  senso  and  discretion. 

“ In  consequence  of  thfe  re-appointment  of 
Townshend  and  Walpole,  not  a single  member 
of  the  cabinet  council  was  removed,  excepting 
the  earl  of  Berkeley,  first  lord,  of  tie  Ad- 
miralty, who  was  replaced  by  sir  George  Byng, 
viscounL  Torringtnn,  the  confidential  Iriend  of 
Walpole;  and  the  power  of  the  minister  was 
increased  by  the  nomination  of  several  of  his 
friends  to  subordinate  oflices  in  the  Treasury, 
Admiralty,  and  other  boards  of  government.'' 
Coxe's  Walpole. 

“ At  the  Accession  of  George  2,  the  nation 
had  great  reason  to  wish  for  an  alteration  of 
measures.  The  public  debt,  notwithstanding 
the  boasted  (economy  and  management  of  the 
ministers,  notwithstanding  the  sinking  fund, 
which  had  been  extolled  as  a growing  treasure 
sacred  to  the  discharge  of  national  incumhraners, 
was  now  increased  to  50,261,206/.  19j.  8rf  j. 
The  kingdom  was  bewildered  in  a labyrinth  of 
treaties  and  conventions,  by  which  it  stood  cn- 
gngid  in  pecuniary  subsidies  to  many  powers 
upon  the  continent,  with  whom  its  real  interests 
could  never  he  connected.  The  wealth  of  the 
nation  had  been  lavished  upon  those  foreign 
connexions,  upon  unnecessary  wars,  and  fruit- 
less expeditions.  Dangerous  encroachments 
had  been  made  upon  the  constitution,  by  the 
repeal  of  the  act  for  triennial  parliaments: 
l>y  frequent  suspensions  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
act  upon  frivolous  occasions:  by  repealing 
clauses  in  the  act  of  settlement ; by  votes  of 
credit ; by  habituating  the  people  to  a standing 
army  ; aiid,  above  all,  by  establishing  n system 
of  corruplion,  which  at  all  times  would  secure 
a majority  in  parliament.  The  nature  of  pre- 
rogative, by  which  the  liberties  of  the  nation 
had  formerly  been  often  endangered,  was  now 
so  well  understood,  and  so  securely  restrained, 
that  it  could  no  longer  he  used  for  the  same 
fitpytssBRif.ipuigiwesj  i Beside*;  an*  sv  owed  «- 
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resolve  cheerfully  to  undergo  all  difficulties,  for 
llie  sake  and  good  of  my  people. 


tension  of  the  prerogative  required  more  ability, 
eourttge  and  resolution,  than  the  present  mi- 
nistry could  exert.  They  understood  their  own 
strength,  and  had  recourse  to  a more  safe  and 
effectual  expedient. 

“ The  vice,  luxury,  and  prostitution  of  the 
age,  the  almost  total  extinction  of  sentiment,  ho- 
nour, and  public  spirit,  had  prepared  the  minds 
of  men  for  slavery  and  corruption.  The  means 
'were  in  the  hands  of  the  ministry : the  public 
treasure  wns  at  their  devotion : they  multiplied 
places  and  pensions,  to  increase  the  numberof 
their  dependants  : they  squandered  away  the 
money  of  the  nation  without  taste,  discern- 
ment, decency,  dr  remorse  ; they  iulisted  an 
army  of  the  most  abandoned  emissaries,  whom 
they  employed  to  vindicate  the  worst  measures, 
in  the  lace  of  truth,  common  sense,  and  com- 
mon honesty  ; and  they  did  not  fail  to  stigma- 
tize as  Jacobites,  and  enemies  to  the  govern- 
ment, all  those  who  presumed  to  question  the 
merit  of  their  administration. 

“ The  supreme  direction  of  affairs  was  not 
yet  engrossed  by  a single  minister.  Lord 
Townshend  had  the  reputation  of  conducting 
the  external  transactions  relating  to  treaties 
and  negociations.  He  is  said  to  have  under- 
stood that  province,  though  he  did  not  always 
follow  the  dictates  of  his  own  understanding. 
He  possessed  an  extensive  fund  of  knowledge  ; 
and  was  well  acquainted  with  the  functions  of 
his  office.  The  riuke  of  Newcastle  his  colleague 
was  not  remarkable  for  any  of  these  qualifica- 
tions : he  owed  his  promotion  to  his  uncommon 
seal  for  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover,  and  to 
the  strength  ofhis  interest  in  Parliament,  rather 
than  to  his  judgment,  precision  or  any  other  in- 
tellectual merit.  Lord  Chesterfield,  who  maybe 
counted  an  auxiliniy,  though  not  immediately 
concerned  in  the  administration,  had  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  character  of  envoy  at 
several  courts  in  Europe.  He  had  attained 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  different  inter- 
ests and  connections  sulisisting  among  the 
powers  of  the  continent ; mid  he  infinitely  sur- 
passed all  the  ministers  in  leurning  and  capa- 
city. He  wns,  indeed,  the  only  man  of  genius 
employed  under’  this  government.  He  spoke 
with  ease  and  propriety  : bis  conceptions  were 
just  and  lively ; his  inferences  bold  ; his  coun- 
sels vigorous  and  warm.  Yet  he  depreciated 
his  talents,  by  acting  in  a subordinate  character 
to  those  whom-  he  despised  ; and  seemed  to 
look  upon  the  pernicioos  measures  of  a bad  mi- 
nistry with  silent  contempt,  rather  than  with 
avowed  detestation.  The  interior  government 
of  Great-Britain  was  chiefly  managed  by  sir 
Robert  Walpole,  a man  of  extraordinary  talents, 
who  lmd  from  luw  beginnings  raised  himself 
to  the  head  of  the  treasury.  Having  obtained 
a seat  in  the  lower  bouse,  be  declared  bimself 
one  of  the  moBt  forward  partisans  of  the  whig 
faction.  He  was  endued  with  a species  of  elo- 
quence, which,  though  neither  nervous  nor  ele- 


“The  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liberties  of  the 
kingdom  are  most  dear  to  me ; and  the  pre- 


gant,  flowed  with  great  facility,  and  was  so 
plausible  on  all  subjects,  that  even  when  he 
misrepresented  the  truth,  whether  from  igno- 
rance or  design,  be  seldom  failed  to  persuade 
that  part  ofhis  audience  for  whose  hearing  his 
harangue  was  chiefly  intended.  He  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  public  funds, 
and  understood  the  whole  mystery  of  stock-job- 
bing. This  knowledge  produced  a connexion 
between  him  and  the  money-corporations,  which 
served  to  enhance  his  importance.  He  per- 
ceived the  bulk  of  mankind  were  actuated  by 
a sordid  thirst  of  lucre : he  had  sagacity  enough 
to  convert  the  degeneracy  of  the  times  to  his 
own  advantage ; aud  on  this,  and  this  alone,  he 
founded  the  whole  superstructure  of  this  sub- 
sequent administration.  In  the  late  reign  lie 
had,  by  dint  of  speaking  decisively  to  every 
question,  by  boldly  impeaching  the  conduct  of 
the  tory  ministers,  by  his  activity  in  elections,  ! 
and  engaging  as  a projector  iD  the  schemes  of 
the  monied-interest,  become  a leading  member 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  By  his  sufferings 
under  the  tory  parliament,  lie  attained  the  rank 
of  a martyr  to  his  party  : His  interest,  his  repu- 
tation, and  his  presumption  daily  increased : 
he  opposed  Sunderland  as  his  rival  in  power,  I 
and  headed  a dangerous  defection  from  the  mi-  \ 
nistry,  which  evinced  the  greatness  of  his  in- 
fluence and  authority.  He  lind  the  glory  of  , 
being  principally  concerned  in  effecting  a re-  | 
Conciliation  between  the  late  King  and  the  ; 
Prince  of  Wales  : Then  he  was  re-associated  in 
the  administration  with  additional  credit  ; aud 
from  the  death  of  the  earls  of  Sunderland  and 
Stanhope,  he  had  been  making  long  strides  to- 
wards the  office  of  prime-minister.  He  knew 
the  maxims  he  had  adopted  would  subject  him 
to  the  hatied,  the  ridicule,  and  reproach  of 
some  individuals,  who  had  not  yet  resigned  all 
sentiments  of  patriotism,  nor  all  views  of  oppcH 
silion  : but  the  number  of  these  was  inconsider- 
able, when  compared  to  that  which  constituted 
the  body  of  the  community ; and  he  would 
not  suffer  the  consideration  of  such  antago- 
nists to  come  in  competition  with  his  schemes 
of  power,  affluence  and  authorily.  Neverthe- 
less, low  ns  he  had  humbled  anti-ministerial 
association,  it  required  all  his  artifice  to  elude, 
all  his  patience  and  natural  phlegm,  to  hear  the 
powerful  arguments  that  were  urged,  and  the 
keen  satire  that  was  exercised  against  his  mea- 
sures and  management,  by  a few  members  in 
the  opposition.  Sir  William  Wyudham  pos- 
sessed all  the  energy  of  elocution  ; Mr.  Ship- 
pen  was  calm,  intrepid,  shrewd,  and  sarcastic  ! 
Mr.  Hungerford,  sly,  insinuating,  and  ironical. 
Mr.  William  Pulteney  inherited  from  nature  a 
good  understanding,  which  he  had  studiously 
cultivated.  He  was  one  of  the  most  learned 
members  in  the  House  of  Commons;  extreme- 
ly well  qualified  to  judge  of  literary  produc- 
j tions  : well  read  in  history  and  politics  ; depp- 
| ly  skilled  iu  the  British  constitution,  the  detail 
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lervacion  of  the  Constitution  in  Church  and 
State,  a9  it  is  now  happily  established,  shall 
be  my  first,  and  always  my  chief  care. 

“ And  ns  the  alliances  entered  into  by  the 
lute  King,  my  father,  with  foreign  powers,  have 
contributed  to  the  restoring  the  tranquillity, 
and  preserving  the  balance  of  Europe,  I shall 
endeavour  to  cultivate  those  alliances,  and  to 
improve  and  perfect  this  great  work,  for  the 
honour,  interest,  and  security  of  my  people.*” 


Whereupon,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  mad* 
it  their  humble  request  to  his  Majesty,  that  his 
Majesty’s  most  gracious  Declaration  to  their 
lordships  might  be  made  public  ; which  hi* 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  order  accordingly. 

The  next  morning  about  ten  o'clock  Ins  Ma- 
jesty was  proclaimed  ; first,  'in  the  conrt  be- 
fore Leicester  House,  where  the  officers  of 
state,  nobility  and  privy  counsellors  were  pre- 
sent, with  the  officers  of  arms,  f.U  being  on 


of  government,  nud  the  nature  of  the  finances. 
He  spoke  with  freedom,  fluency,  and  uncom- 
mon warmth  of  declamation,  which  was  said  to 
be  the  effect  of  personal  animosity  to  sir  R. 
Walpole,  with  whom  he  bad  been  formerly  con- 
nected.” Smollett. 

• “ George  the  Second,  son  of  George  the 
First,  by  Sophia  princess  of  Luneburgh  Zell,  was 
boru  nt  Hanover  on  the  30th  of  Ocober  1683, 
and  principally  educated  under  the  direction  of 
his  grandmother,  the  electress  Sophia.  Being  at 
a very  early  period  initiated  into  the  profession 
of  arms,  he  made  the  campaign  of  1708  with 
the  allied  army  in  the  Netherlands,  under  the 
command  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  He 
greatly  distinguished  himself  as  a volunteer  at 
the  battle  of  Oudenard,  where  he  charged  the 
enemy  at  the  head  of  the  Hanoverian  dragoons, 
and  had  his  horse  shot  under  him.  In  170S, 
he  was  created  duke  of  Cambridge,  and  knight 
of  the  garter;  and  at  the  accession  of  George 
the  first,  was  so  elated,  that  he  said  to  an  English 
gentleman,  ‘ I have  not  one  drop  of  blood  in 
‘ mj  veins  which  is  not  English,  and  at  the 
* service  of  my  futhcr’s  subjects.’  He  accom- 
panied the  king  to  England ; soon  after  be  had 
taken  his  seat  in  the  privy  council,  was  created 
prince  of  Wales;  and  during  the  King’s  ab- 
sence in  17 16,  was  appointed  guardian  and 
lieutenant  of  the  realm. 

“ The  unfortunate  misunderstanding  which 
took  place  between  him  and  his  father,  has 
been  already  related  ; and  although  a reconci- 
liation was  effected  through  the  interposition  of 
Devonshire  and  Walpole,  yet  it  was  more  ap- 
parent than  real : the  king  gave  a strong  proof 
that  his  jealousy  was  not  abated,  by  never 

S'n  consigning  to  him  the  government  of 
irs  during  his  absence.  Notwithstanding 
this  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  the  prince,  from  the 
period  of  the  reconciliation,  seldom  formally 
opposed  his  father’s  government;  but  passed  a 
retired  life,  confining  himself  principally  to  a 
•mall  circle  of  select  friends,  with  whom  he 
lived  in  habits  of  strict  intimacy : of  these,  the 
earl  of  Scarborough  and  sir  Spencer  Compton 
were  the  most  favoured. 

“ George  the  Second  was,  at  the  time  of  his 
Recession,  in  the  45th  year  of  his  age;  and  bore 
the  character  of  a prince  of  high  integrity,  ho- 
nour, and  veracity.  His  countenance’  was 
pleasing,  dignified  and  expressive,  with  pro- 
minent eyes,  and  a Roman  nose.  In  person 
no  was  well  proportioned,  but  much  below  the 
middle  size.  He  possessed  one  great  advan- 

ta£°  overhij 


of  the  language  and  constitution  of  England, 
although  his  knowledge  of  both  was  limited. 
He  was  naturally  reserved,  except  to  those  who 
belonged  to  his  household,  or  were  admitted  to 
his  familiar  society,  fond  of  business,  and  of 
great  application  whenever  application  was 
necessary  ; well  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
foreign  affairs ; and  his  observations  and  replies 
to  the  notes  of  his  minister*,  dictated  by  tho 
occasion,  prove  good  sense,  judgment  and  rec- 
titude of  intentions.  His  temper  was  warm, 
vehement  and  irritable ; prone  to  sudden  emo- 
tions of  anger,  and  not  easily  appeased.  Ho 
wssslowin  deliberation,  cautious  in  decision; 
hut  his  opinion  once  funned,  he  became  in- 
flexible, and  impatient  of  remonstrance.  He 
was  strictly  economical,  punctual  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  expences;  so  peculiarly  methodi- 
cal in  all  his  actions  and  occupations,  that,  to 
use  the  expression  of  a nobleman  much  about 
his  person,  * lie  seemed  to  think  his  having 
‘ done  a thing  to-day,  an  unanswerable  reason 
1 for  his  doing  it  to-morrow.’  He  was  rigidly 
attached  to  etiquette  and  punctilious  forms,  nnd 
fond  of  military  parade ; without  the  smallest 
taste  for  the  arts,  or  love  of  scieace,  like  his 
father,  ha  gave  no  patronage  to  literature,  un- 
less from  the  suggestions  of  his  queen,  or  the 
intercession  of  his  ministers.  Cold  and  phleg- 
matic in  his  genernl  appearance,  he  at  the  same 
lime  possessed  a high  degree  of  sensibility  ; of 
which  he  gave  many  proofs,  particularly  an  the 
death  of  his  queen,  and  the  resignation  of  sir 
Robert  Walpole,  which  would  appear  incredi- 
ble to  those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  his 
domestic  character.  The  love  of  women  was 
his  predominant  weakness;  but  it  did  not  lead 
him  into  any  excesses  which  affected  his  public 
character,  or  interfered  with  the  interest  of  his 
kingdom.  He  had  seen,  nnd  lamented,  that  his 
father  had  been  governed  by  his  mistresses ; 
and  was  so  extremely  cautious  to  avoid  a simi- 
lar error,  that  the  countess  of  Yarmouth,  the 
only  one  among  them  who  possessed  any  real 
influence  over  him,  could  seldom  venture  to 
exert  her  interest  in  public  concerns.  She 
once  requested  Horace  Walpole  to  procure 
a trifling  place  for  one  of  her  servants,  but 
charged  him  uot  to  mention  to  the  king  thot 
it  was  at  her  request;  * because  (she  added)  if 
‘ it  is  known  that  I have  applied,  I have  no 
* chance  of  succeeding.’ 

“ But  his  conduct  was  far  different  in  regard 
to  queen  Caroline,  of  whosejudgment  and  good 
sense  he  had  the  highest  opinion,  and  in  whom 
■ fit;  1 -M'  taBk,1i&pSit  tibnfidenee. 
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foot;  then  the  officers  of  arms  being  mounted 
on  horseback,  the  like  was  Hone  in  Leicester 
square,  nt  Clniring  Cross,  within  Temple-Bar, 
at  the  end  of  Wood-street  in  Cheapside,  and 
lastly  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  with  die  usual 
solemnities : The  principal  officers  of  state,  a 
great  number  of  the  nobility,  and  other  persous 


Some  of  the  French  writers  call  history  la  futile 
uonrenue,  and  not  without  some  degree  of  rea- 
son : for  most  histories  are  w ritieu  either  by 
authors  who  have  been  themselves  interested 
in  the  events  which  they  relate,  and  gli 
the  transactions  of  their  own  party,  or  a 
posed  by  writers  who  have  not  access  to  original 
papers,  know  little  more  than  common  occur- 
rences, and  derive  the  principal  information 
from  uncertain  publications,  traditional  reports, 
gazettes,  and  newspapers.  The  personage 
whose  character  I am  attempting  to  delineate, 
will  afford  a striking  example  of  the  truth  of 
these  observations  ; for  it  is  a remarkable  fact, 
that  the  historians  of  the  reign  of  George  'he 
Second,  scarcely  mention  the  name  of  queen 
Caroline,  who  almost  entirely  governed  the 
King  during  the  first  te.u  years  of  his  reign  ; who 
bore  her  faculties  so  meekly,  and  with  such 
extraordinary  prudence,  as  never  to  excite  the 
least  uneasiness  even  in  a sovereign  highly  te- 
nacious of  his  authority,  hut  contrived  that  her 
opinion  should  appear  as  if  it  had  been  his  own ; 
who  solely  occasioned  the  continuance  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  in  the  ministry;  who  patron- 
ised and  promoted  Herring,  ifoadley,  Clarke, 
Hare, Sherlocke, Butler, and  Pearce;  and  with- 
out whose  recommendation  or  concurrence, 
scarcely  any  situation  in  church  or  state  was 
conferred. 

“ Carolina  Willielmina,  daughter  of  John 
Frederic,  Margrave  of  Anspacli,  by  the  princess 
of  Saxe-Evsenach,  was  born  in  1683.  Having 
lost  her  father  when  she  was  very  young,  nml 
her  mother  marrying  John  George  the  Fourth, 
elector  of  Saxony,  she  was  left  under  the 

fuardianship  of  Frederic,  elector  of  Branden- 
urgh,  afterwards  king  of  Prussia ; passed  part 
of  her  early  days  at  the  court  of  Berlin,  and  re- 
ceived hereducation  under  the  superintendence 
of  her  aunt,  the  accomplished  Sophia  Charlotte, 
sister  of  George  the  First.  From  her  example 
and  instructions,  she  imbibed  that  politeness  of 
demeanour  and  dignity  of  character,  those  sen- 
timents of  philosophy,  that  ardent  love  of 
learning,  and  fondness  for  metaphysical  know- 
ledge, which  merited  the  eulogium  of  Clarke 
and  Leibnitz. 

“ She  gave  an  early  instance  of  ber  attachment 
to  the  Protestant  religion.  The  f.ime  of  her 
beauty  and  accomplishments  attracted  the  no- 
tice of  the  archduke  Charles,  son  of  the  em- 
peror Leopold  the  first,  and  afterwards  Empe- 
ror himself,  who  made  a tender  of  his  hand. 
Not  allured  with  the  splendour  of  the  family 
into  which  she  might  have  been  adopted,  she 
declined  the  offer  without  hesitation:  “ R»r 
Providence  (observes  Addison)  kept  a sto 
reward  r- — — -*  L 


of  'distinction,  attending  during  the  whole  c*. 
remony. 

The  PnoctAMATtow  was  as  follows : 

“ Whereas  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  t» 
call  to  his  mercy  our  late  Sovereign  Lord  King 
George  of  blessed  meinoiy,  by  whose  decease 


secret  methods  of  its  wisdom,  opened  a way  for 
her  to  become  die  greatest  of  Iter  sex  among 
those  who  profess  that  faith  to  which  she  ad- 
hered with  so  much  Christian  magnanimity.” 

“ Caroline  espoused,  in  1705,  George  the 
second,  then  electoral  prince  of  Hanover.  She 
was  esteemed  handsome  before  she  had  the 
small-pox,  and  became  too  corpulent.  Tickell 
did  not  flatter  her  in  his  poem  of  Kensinglou 
Gardens,  when  he  said ; 


Gleams  through  the  shades.  She,  tow'rilig  o'er 
the  rest, 

Stands  fairest  nr  the  fairer  kind  contest ; 

Form'd  to  gain  hearts  that  Bruuswick’s  cause 
deny'd. 

And  charm  a people  to  her  father’s  side.” 

She  had  a hand  and  arm  greatly  admired  for  its 
whiteness  and  elegance,  a penetrating  eve, 
“ and  a'smile  celestial,”  an  expressive  counte- 
nance, great  sweetness  and  grace,  particularly 
when  she  spoke.  But  these  charms  of  ber  per- 
son were  far  surpassed  by  the  endowments  of 
her  mind.  She  possessed  quickness  of  appre- 
hension, a natural  good  understanding,  winch 
had  been  duly  cultivated ; and  obtniued  a con- 
siderable knowledge  in  many  brunches  of  useful 
and  polite  literature. 

“ Her  levees  were  a strange  picture  of  the 
motley  character  and  manners  of  a queen  and 
a learned  woman.  She  received  company 
while  she  was  at  her  toilette ; prayers,  aud 
sometimes  a sermon,  were  read ; learned  men 
ml  divines  were  intermixed  with  courtiers  and 
ladies  of  the  household  : the  conversation  turn- 
metaphysical  subjects, 'hltnded  with  re- 
partees, sallies  of  mirth,  and  the  tittle-tattle  of 
' .wing- room.  She  had  a happy  turn  for 
Tsalion,  and  a readiness  in  adapting  her 
discourse  to  the  persons  with  whom  she  talked; 
possessed  peculiar  talents  for  mirth  and  humour; 
excelled  in  mimicry,  and  was  fond  of  displny- 
ng  it ; was  pleaded  with  making  a repartee  her- 
self. and  with  hearing  it  from  others.  Iler  con- 
duct, during  the  unfortunate  misunderstanding 
which  took  place  between  George  the  First  and 
her  husband,  when  prince  of  Wales,  was  so 

Glent  and  dignified,  that  the  late  King  always 
lived  to  her  with  marks  of  due  respect  and 
affection,  though  he  never  cordially  loved  her. 
Yet  notwithstanding  her  courtesy,  affability  of 
deportment,  condescension  to  men  of  letters, 
and  fondness  for  social  intercourse,  she  had Is 
high  notion  of  the  regal  statiun,  and  was  partial 
to  the  etiquette  of  a court ; she  seldom  forgot 
that  she  was  a queen,  nnd  always  kept  up  a due 


mce  (observes  Addison)  kept  a store  in  I state  both  in  public  and  private.  She  would 
fur  iuch  an  eialted  virtue and,by  the  l oc^arionally  .dine; yub  sir.  Robert  Walp°l«  at 


v‘ 
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the  Imperial  Crowns  of  Great  Britnin,  Franco  nnd  Queens  do  Teign,  to  bless  the  royal  King 
and  Ireland,  are  solely  and  rightfully  come  to  George  the  Second,  with  long  and  happy  years 
| the  high  and  Mighty  Prince  George,  Prince  of  to  reign  over  lis. 

' Wales  : We  therefore  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  “ Given  at  the  Court  at  Leicester  House,  this 
I Temporal  of  this  realm,  being  here  assisted  14th  day  of  June,  1727.  God  save  the  King." 
| with  those  of  his  laic  Majesty's  Privy  Council, 

with  numbers  of  other  principal  gentlemen  of  The  Parliament  meets.]  j (me  15.  The  Par- 

Sisdity,  with  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  linmenr,  though  prorogued  to  the  27th  of  June, 
it  izens  of  London,  do  now  hereby,  with  one  met  this  day,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  the 

I full  voice  and  consent  hf  tongue  and  heart,  tth  and  oth  of  Queen  Anne,  chap.  8,  by  which 

| publish  and  proclaim.  That  the  High  and  it  is  enacted  ns  follows,  viz:  ‘That  this  pre- 

| Mighty  Prince  George,  Prince  of  Wales,  is  sent  Parliament,  or  any  other  parliament  here- 

now,  by  the  death  of  onr  late  Sovereign,  of  after  summoned  by  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and 
happy  memory,  become  our  only  lawful  and  successors,  shall  not  be  determined  or  tlissolv- 
rightful  liege  Lord,  George  the  Second,  by  the  od  by  the  death  or  demise  of  her  said  Majesty, 
Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France  or  of  her  heirs  and  successors  ; but  such  par- 
and  Ireland,  Defender  <>f  the  Faith,  &c.  To  Kamcpt  shall  continue,  mid  immediately  meet, 
whom  we  do  acknowledge  nil  faith  and  cou-  sit,  and  act,  notwithstanding  such  death  or 
itnnt  obedience,  with  all  hearty  and  humble  demise,  during  the  lime  of  six  months,  unless 
affection  : Beseeching  God,  by  whom  Kings  the  siime  shall  be  sooner  prorogued,  nr  dis- 

: solves,  by  such  person  who  shall  be  next  heir 

Chelsea ; but  even  her  visits  to  a favourite  — 

minister  were  subjected  to  form  and  etiquette:  nistfer  had  no  effect,  and  the  queen  was  highly 

she  sat  down  to  table  with  lady  Walpole,  the  disappointed,  that  she  was  prevented  from 
royal  family  whom  she  brought  with  her,  placing  Dr.  Clarke  on  the  bench  of  bishops, 
and  the  lady  in  waiting:  sir  Robert  always  “ Queen  Caroline  maintained  acorrespon- 
stood  behind  her  elmir,  nnd  gave  her  the  first  deuce  with  Leibnitz  on  the  most  abstract 
plate;  then  retired  into  another  apartment,  sciences,  in  which  she  supremely  delighted; 
where  dinner  wasserved  for  him  and  the  queen's  and  in  the  course  uf  this  literary  intercourse, 
household.  the  German  philosopher  having  insinuated  some 

“ Queen  Caroline  was  fond  of  conversing  suspicions  that  the  foundations  of  natural  reli- 
and  corresponding  with  men  of  learning,  and  gion  were  in  danger  of  being  hurt  by  the  doc- 
particularly  with  divines,  whom  she  often  per-  trines  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  she  applied  to 
plexed  with  questions  concerning  the  doctrines  Clarke  for  nn  answer  to  this  suggestion.  The 
of  the  different  churches,  and  consulted  with  a answer  brought  on  a reply,  and  the  reply  a se- 
view  of  settling  her  faith.  Hondley,  Clarke,  cond  answer,  and  the  controversy  was  carried 
Hare,  aud  Sherlocke,  were  nmong  the  number  on  with  all  the  spirit  and  learning  which  those 
<o  whom  she  principally  applied.  She  carried  great  philosophers  could  throw  into  such  dry 
on  a correspondence  on  these  Subjects,  by  subjects  as  flie  principles  of  natural  religion  and 
means  of  her  bed-chamber  woman,  Mrs.  Clay-  philosophy,  and  free-will  and  fatality.  They 
ton,  afterwards  lady  Sundon,  who  had  acquired  submitted  their  respective . arguments  to'  the 
a powerful  ascendancy  over  her.  The  divine  princess  as  to  an  umpire ; and  vied  in  utifold- 
whom  she  most  particularly  noticed,  and  by  ing  their  systems  in  as  conspicuous  a mnnner  as 
whose  conversation  she  often  owned  that  she  the  nature  of  so  intricate  a subject  would  allow, 
was  most  instructed,  was  Dr.  Clarke,  whose  The  princess  was  highly  flntterc-d  with  this  orbi- 
profound  learning,  in  all  branches  of  sacred  ami  nation,  and  permitted  Dr.  Clarke,  whose  opi- 
prnfane  literature,  was  scarcely  ever  equalled,  nion  she  seems  to  have  embraced,  to  dedicate 
whose  piety  was  unquestioned,  aud  whose  play-  to  her  the  account  of  the  controversy.  In  this 
ful  manners  and  placid  temper  rendered  him  as  dedication,  the  learned  author  has  not  omitted 
amiable  as  he  was  learned.  Dr.  Clarke  had  to  pay  a tribute  to  her  desire  of  knowledge  and 
only  the  rectory  of  St.  James's,  which  was  given  love  of  truth,  in  a strain  of  panegyric  which 
him  by  queen  Anne,  and  the  mastership  of  could  hardly  be  avoided  on  such  an  occasion: 
Wigston  Hospital ; nnd.  queen  Caroline  pro-  Nor  was  it  solely  dictated  by  flattery ; for  Whis- 
posc-d  placing  him  on  the  bench,  an  honour  ton  informs- us,  that  he  often  heard  Clarke 
which  Clarke  invariably  declined.  Finding  speak  with  admiration  of  her  marvellous  saga- 
tbat  he  persisted  in  his  refusal,  she  desired  sir  city  and  judgment,  in  the  several  parts  of  the 
Robert  Wnlpole  tn  try  the  powers  of  his  rhetoric,  dispute. 

which  had  never  been  employed  in  vain  on  a “ But  although  this  Accomplished  princess 
similar  occasion.  The  minister  oheyed;  and  possessed  considcrablei'jfluence  over  George  the 
in  a Conference  at  Kensington  palace,  used  Second,  she  hnd  acted  with  so  much  caution, 
every  argument  in  his  power  to  prevail  on  and  behaved  with  such  moderation  nnd  pru- 
Clurke  to  accept  the  proffered  dignity : when  dtnee,  that  she  was  considered  at  the  time  of  his 
Clarke  declined,  lie  continued  to  press  it ; and  accession,  by  the  party  in  opposition,  as  a mere 
*hc  conference  was  so  long  that  the  candles  cypher,  and  the'  whole  power  and  influence 
were  burnt  down  in  the  sockets ; and  the  pages  over  the  King  was  supposed  to  be  lodged  iu  the 
came  into  the  apartment  to  know  if  fresh  lights  hinds  of  Mrs.  Howard,  afterwards  countess  *f 
Were  not  I-I,il 
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to  the  crown  of  this  realm  in  succession.'  The 
Parliament  being  met  accordingly  was  proro- 

ged  by  commission  from  his  Majesty  King 
eorge  the  Second,  till  the  27th  instant. 

The  King’s  Speech  to  both  Houses  on  his  Ac- 
cession to  the  Crown.]  June  27.  Ilis  Majesty, 
being  seated  on  his  royal  throne,  adorned  with 
his  crmvn  and  regal  ornaments,  and  attended 
with  his  officers  of  state ; the  Lords  being  also 
in  their  robes ; commanded  the  Gentleman 
U»her  of  the  Black  Rod  to  let  the  Commons' 
know,*  His  Majesty  commands  their  immediate 
attendance  in  this  House.’  Who  being  come, 
with  their  Speaker ; his  Majesty  was  pleased 
to  speak  as  follows : 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

11 1 am  persuaded  that  you  all  share  with  me 
in  my  grief  and  affliction  for  llie  dealli  of  my 
late  royal  father  ; which,  as  it  brings  upon  me 
the  immediate  care  and  weight  of  the  govern- 
ment, adds  very  much  to  my  concern,  lest  I 
should  not  be  as  successful  in  my  endeavours, 
as  I am  above  all  things  desirous,  to  make  you 
a great  and  happy  people. 

I heartily  wish  that  this  first  solemn  de- 
claration of  my  mind  in  parliament  could  suffi- 
ciendy  express  the  sentiments  of  my  heart,  and 
give  you  a perfect  and  just  sense  of  my  fixed 
resolution,  by  nil  possible  means,  to  merit  the 
love  and  affection  of  my  people ; which  I shall 
always  look  upon  as  the  best  support  and  secu- 
rity of  my  crown. 

“ And  as  the  religion,  liberty,  property,  and 
a due  execution  of  the  laws,  are  the  most  va- 
luable blessings  of  a free  people,  and  the  pe- 
culiar privileges  of  this  nation  ; it  shall  be  my 
constant  care  to  preserve  the  constitution  of 
this  kingdom,  as  it  is  now  happily  established 
in  Church  and  State,  inviolable  in  all  its 
ports  ; and  to  secure  to  all  my  subjects  the 
full  enjoyment  of  their  religious  and  civil  rights. 

“ I see  with  great  pleasure  the  happy  effects 
of  that  vigour  and  resolution  which  was  exert- 
ed, in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  rights  and  possessions  of  this  na- 
tion, anil  for  maintaining  the  tranquillity  and 
balance  of  power  in  Europe.  The  strict  union 
and  harmony  which  has  hitherto  subsisted 
among  die  allies  of  the  treaty  of  Hanover  has 
chiefly  contributed  to  the  near  prospect  of  a 
general  peace;  I have  therefore  given  all  my 
allies  the  strongest  assurances  of  pursuing  the 
same  measures,  and  of  making  good  the  en- 
gagements entered  into  by  the  crown  of  Great . 
Britain.  ‘ 

“ The  cheerfulness  with  which  the  Supplies  ' 
necessary  for  currving  on  tliis  great  work  were  : 
raised,  making  it  but  jusUihat  the  public  ex- 
pence should  be  lessened  as  soon  as  the  circum- 
stances of  affairs  will  permit ; I have  already 
given  orders  for  sending  back  some  of  the  re- 
giments brought  from  Ireland  ; and  will  pro- 
ceed to  reduce  ray  forces,  both  by  sea  and  land, 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to 
the  common  cause,  and  consistent  with  the  in- 
tcresi  of  inv . kingdom. 


“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons* 

“ You  know  very  well  that  the  grant  of  the 
greatest  part  of  the  Civil  List  revenues  is  now 
determined,  and  that  it  is  necessary  for  you  i0 
make  a new  provision  for  the  support  of  me 
and  my  family.  1 am  confident  it  is  needless 
I for  me,  in  nny  particular  manner,  to  recom- 
mend to  your  cure  the  consideration  of  what 
so  nearly  and  personally  concerns  me  ; and  I • 
am  persuaded,  tint  the  experience  of  past 
times,  and  a due  regard  to  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  crown,  will  prevail  upon  you  to  giro 
me  this  first  proof  of  your  zeal  and  affection, 
in  a manner  answerable  to  the  necessities  of 
my  government. 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ I recommend  it  to  you  to  give  all  possible 
dispatch  to  such  business  as  shall  necessarily 
be  brought  before  you;  the  season  of  the  year, 
and  the  circumstances  of  time,  requiring  your 
presence  in  the  country,  and  making  it  impro- 
per to  carry  this  session  into  any  great  length.” 

Which  Speech  being  ended;  his  Majesty 
was  pleased  to  retire. 

The  Lords’  Address  of  Condolence,  Con- 
gratulation, and  Thanks.]  Upon  a Motion  of 
the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  the  Lords  unanimously 
voted  ihe  following  Address  of  Condolence, 
Congratulation,  and  Thanks ; which  was  pre- 
sented on  the  28th. 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return 
your  Majesty  our  most  hearty  and  unfeigned 
Thanks  for  your  Majesty’s  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  throne,  nnd  lo  assure  your  Majesty, 
that  though  we  are  affected  with  the  utmost 
sorrow  at  the  Death  of  our  late  gracious  Sove- 
reign, ourhearts  are  at  the  same  time  filled  with 
an  inexpressible  joy  at  your  Majesty’s  peace- 
able and  happy  Accession  to  the  throne  of 
your  royal  ancestors. 

“ Your  Majesty’s  tender  concern  for  your 
people,  and  vourmost  gracious  and  solemn  de- 
claration, ‘ Tlmt  you  will  always  esteem  their 
‘ love  and  affection  ns  the  best  support  of  your 
‘ crown ; that  it  shall  be  your  constant  care  to 
‘ preserve  the  constitution  of  this  kingdom  in- 
4 violabie,  as  it  is  now  hnppily  established  in 
1 church  and  state ; and  that  you  will  secure  to 
4 all  your  subjeeis  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
4 religious  and  civil  rights,’  claims  our  most 
sincere  mid  dutiful  acknowledgments ; and 
may  justly  be  depended  upon  from  your  Mor 
jesty,  who  so  early  nnd  so  eminently  distin- 
guished yourself  in  defence  of  the  Protestant 
cause,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe  in  general. 

“ Nothing  can  be  a greater  encouragement 
to  your  Majesty’s  good  subjects  in  the  faithful 
discharge  of  their  duty,  than  your  royal  ap- 
probation of  that  vigour  and  resolution,  which 
was  exerted  in  the  last  session  of  parliament 
for  the  defence  of  the  rights  and  possessions  of 
this  nation,  and  for  maintaining  the  tranquillity 
...  bahipce  ofi  jiow«”.  m -Europe  j nor  can 


£598 


PARL.  HIST.  1 George  II.  1727. — Addresses  of  both  Hcmsei. 


597] 

any  thing  be  a greater  satisfaction  to  us,  than 
ihc  strong  assurances  your  Majesty  bus  given 
tu  all  your  allies  of  pursuing  the  snme  mea- 
sures, and  making  good  the  engagements  en- 
tered into  by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain. 

“ We  are  most  firmly  persuaded,  that  these 
many  instances  of  your  Majesty's  great  good- 
ness to  your  people  justly  deserve,  and  cannot 
fail  of  meeting  with  all  imaginable  returns  of 
their  gratitude  and  loyalty,  and  we  beg  leave 
to  assure  your  Majesty,  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner, of  our  inviolable  fidelity,  and  of  our  fixed 
and  unalterable  resolution,  upon  all  occasions 
to  maintain  your  Majesty's  undoubted  right 
and  title  to  the  imperial  crown  of  these  realms, 
and  the  severnl  dominions  thereunto  belonging; 
and  that  we  will  in  pursuance  of  die  many 
solemn  assurances  we  have  already  given,  use 
our  utmost  efforts  to  maintain  your  Majesty’s 
undoubted  right  to  every  other  part  of  yuur 
dominions,  against  all  attempts  whatsoever, 
and  that  we  will  chearfully  embrace  all  oppor- 
tunities to  support  and  advance  the  honour  mid 
dignity  of  the  crown.” 

The  King’s  Ansrccr.]  To  this  Address  his 
Majesty  gave  the  following  Answer : 

“ My  Lords; 

“ I thank  you  heartily  for  this  very  loyal 
Address;  such  a demonstration  of  your  duty 
and  affection  cannot  but  he  truly  acceptable  to 
me.  You  may  he  assured  that  l shall,  through 
the  whole  course  of  my  reign,  Lave  no  other 
view  than  the  interest  and  happiness  of  my 

The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  House, 
Mr.  Speaker  reported  his  Majesty’s  Speech  to 
both  Houses.  Hereupon  sir  Paul  Methuen 
moved,  “ That  an  humble  Address  be  pro- 
tected to  his  Majesty,  to  condole  upon  the 
Death  of  his  late  royal  father;  to  congratulate 
his  Majesty  on  his  happy  Accession  to  the 
Throue ; and  to  return  his  Majesty  the  Thanks 
of  tliis  House  for  his  most  gracious  Speech ;” 
This  motion  being  seconded  by  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  and  voted  nan.  con.  a Committee  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  an  Address  upon  the 
said  Resolution.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,'  being 
one  of  the  said  Committee,  immediately  drew 
up  an  Address ; which,  on  the  99th,  was  re- 
ported, and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  Commons  resolve  to  grant  a Supply,  for 
the  Support  of  the.  Kings  Household .]  June 
29.  A motion  being  made,  That  a Supply  be 
granted  to  his  Majesty  for  the  better  support 
of  his  Majesty's  Household,  and  of  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  the  crown;  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved  to  consider  of  that  motion  the 
next  day  in  4 grtjnd  Committee;  which  was 
done  accortjingly ; and  therein  it  was  resolved, 
con.  to  grant  such  a Supply  to  his  Ma- 
jesty. 

The  Commons'  Address  of  Condolence,  Con- 
Simulation,  and  Thanks.]  June  30.  The 

Eg&jmmttititMmmtb  Wm, 

jesty  as  follows.: 


“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  assembled,  from  a grateful  sense 
and  remembrance  of  the  many  blessings  we  en- 
joyed under  the  government  of  our  late  most 
gracious  sovereign,  beg  leave,  in  the  most  duti- 
ful manner  to  condole  with  your  Majesty  upon 
the  death  of  your  late  royal  father;  a loss  to 
this  nation  which  your  Majesty  alone  could 
possibly  repair. 

“Your  immediate  succession  banished  all 
our  grief;  and  the  uninterrupted  continuance 
of  the  blessings  we  had  long  eujnyed  obliges 
us,  with  duty  aud  gratitude,  to  acknowledge 
thejust  sense  we  have  of  our  present  and  fu- 
ture happiness;  and  to  beseech  your  Majesty 
to  accept  the  sincere  congratulations  of  your 
faithful  Commons,  upon  your  Majesty’s  happy 
accession  to  the  throne  of  your  royal  ancestors. 

“ Your  Majesty's  most  gracious  speech  from 
the  throne  requires  a more  than  ordinary  re- 
turn of  duty  and  thankfulness,  for  that  tender 
and  paternal  care,  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  express  for  our  religion,  laws,  and  liberties, 
and  lor  those  ample  assurances  your  Majesty 
has  given  us,  inviolably  la  preserve  the  con- 
stitution of  these  kingdoms,  as  it  is  now  happily 
established  in  church  and  state;  and  to  secure 
to  all  your  subjects  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
religious  and  civil  rights : And  as  these  bles- 
sings are  the  most  valuable  and  dear  to  a free 
people,  and  the  peculiar  privileges  of  this  na- 
tion ; we  cannot  enough  admire  your  Majesty’s 
goodness,  and  express  our  satisfaction,  in  this 
solemn  declaration  of  your  Majesty’s  resolution, 
to  mnke  the  good  of  your  people  your  chief 
and  constant  care. 

“ We  congratulate  your  Majesty  upon  the 
preliminary  articles  being  signed  ; and  we  see, 
with  great  pleasure,  the  beginning  of  your  Ma- 
jesty’s reign  attended  with  the  happy  presages 
of  a general  peace.  The  early  assurances 
given  by  your  Majesty  to  your  allies,  of  pur- 
suing the  same  measures  as  your  lute  royal 
father  had  taken,  and  of  making  good  the  se- 
veral engagements  entered  into  by  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain ; as  they  strengthen  and  ce- 
ment that  strict  unioD  and  harmony  which  has 
hitherto  subsisted  among  the  allies  of  the  treaty 
of  Hanover,  so  they  confirm  to  us  the  hopes 
and  near  prospect  of  a general  tranquillity, 
upon  terms  honourable,  safe,  and  advanta- 
geous to  your  Mujesty,  and  all  your  allies. 

" The  regard  and  concern  which  we  had, 
and  always  shall  have,  for  the  defence  of  the 
rights  and  possessions  of  this  nation,  for  vindi- 
cating the  honour  of  our  Sovereign,  and  for 
maintaining  the  due  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 
rope, engaged  us  with  cbearfulness,  during  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  to  grant  the  supplies 
necessary  for  the  carrying  on  this  great  » ork. 
And  no  greater  encouragement  can  possibly  be 
given  to  us,  thnn  to  see  your  Majesty  so  early 
beginning  to  lessen  the  public  expences,  ana 
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laud,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  without  pre- 
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judice  to  the  common  cause,  and  consistent 
wiili  the  interest  and  safety  of  this  nution. 

“ These  many  and  great  instances  of  your 
Majesty's  goodness  and  concern  for  the  hap- 
piness and  welfare  of  your  people  call  upon  in 
for  the  highest  returns  of  duty,  teal,  and  af- 
fection to  your  Majesty's  p.erson  and  govern- 
ment : And  as  we  nre  fully  convinced  that  our 
own  interest  and  preservation  are  inseparable 
from  your  Majesty’s,  iVe  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Majesty , that  we  will,  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  maintain  aud  support  your  Majesty’s 
undoubted  right  and  title  to  the  imperiol  crown 
of  ibis  realm,  and  all  other  your  Majesty’s  do- 
minions, agianst  all  attempts  whatsoever. 

“ And  when  we  reflect  an  your  Majesty's 
royal  virtues,  which  promise  us  all  the  bless- 
ings that  can  flow  Irom  a mind  truly  great ; 
when  we  consider  the  distinguished  character 
of  the  Queen,  your  royal  consort,  -und  the  ad- 
ditional happimess  that  descends  to  your  people 
from  her  many  princely  qualities,  and  remem- 
ber your  numerous  and  hopeful  issue,  the  lust- 
ing pledge  and  security  of  our  happy  establish- 
ment ; that  your  Majesty’s  cruwn  may  sit 
with  ease  and  glory  on  your  head,  we  think 
ourselves  indispcusibly  obliged  to  assure  your 
Majesty,  that  we  will  provide  such  a revenue 
for  the  occasions  of  your  Majesty’s  civil  govern- 
ment, as  may  be  sufficient  to  support  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  the  crown  in  its  proper 
and  full  lustre." 

The  King's  Answer.]  To  this  Address  jhc 
King  returned  the  following  Answer ; 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I return  you  my  thanks  for  your  dutiful 
and  loyal  Address.  The  resolutions'll!'  the  Com- 
mon-. of  Great  Britain  are,  every  where,  so 
highly  regarded,  that  I cannot  but  receive, 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  this  unanimous 
declaration  of  your  fidelity,  zeal,  mid  affection, 
and  I will  endeavour,  by  n steady  care  and 
concern  for  the  interest  and  welfare  of  my  peo- 
ple, to  answer  the  expectation  you  have  con- 
ceived of  my  government." 

July  1.  Mr.  Farrar  reported  the  Resolution 
ef  the  Grand  Committee,  for  granting  a sup- 
ply to  his  Mnjesty,  for  the  Letter  support  of 
his  Majesty's  household,  und  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown,  which  was  agreed  to, 


Sir  R.  Walpoles  Motion  for  settling  on  the 
King  the  entire  Revenues  if  the  Civil  lAst.] 
July  3.  The  ( ominous,  in  a Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  considered  of  the  Supply 
grunted  to  his  Majesty,  nnd  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole represented,  That  the  annual  sum  of 
700,000/.  granted  to  and  seided  on  the  late 
King,  for  the  support  of  his  Household,  and  of 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  falling 
short  every  yenr,  they  had  been  obliged  to 
make  it  up  another  wav  ; and- that  his  present 
Majesty’s  necessary  expellees  being  like  to  in- 
crease,' by  reason  of  1 lie  largeness  of  his  family, 
Sind  of  iSjith|i!(gn*,iii(Bp«!»«).<J  hi- ur-i *1  a irayal ic.onr ; 
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sort,  lie  therefore  moved,  “ That  the  entire  I 
revenues  of  the  Civil  List,  which  produced  I 
about  100,000/.  per  annum,  above  the  said  I 
yearly  sum  of  700,000/.  might  be  settled  on  . 
his  Majesty  during  his  life./’ 

Mr.  'Shippcn’s  Speech  on  this  occasion.!  I 
This  mutiou  being  seconded, 

Mr.  Shippen  stood  up  and  spoke  as  follows:  I 
Mr.  Speaker, 

I agree  with  the  honourable  member  who  j 
spoke  first,  [Sir  Robert  \Valpi>lel  Tbat  on  lijx  I 
Majesty’s  happy  Accession  to  the  Throne,  ihere 
ought  to  be  no  other  contention  amongst  us,  1 
than  who  should  must  contribute  to  his  service,  j 
than  who  should  express  their  duty  and  loyalty  I 
in  tlie  moot  respectful  and  the  most  extensive  ] 
manner.  But  then  1 hope  he  will  agree  with  1 
me,  jliat  this  is  to  he  done  with  some  regard  I 
to  those  we  represent : tbat  this  is  to  be  dong  I 
consistent  with  the  trust  reposed  in  us : cun-  1 
sistent  with  that  Ifugulity  which  this  House  is  '] 
hound  to  use,  wheuever  ihe  crown  is  pleased  - 
to  call  upon  it,  to  exercise  its  gieat  power  of  I 
giving  money. 

Now,  notwithstanding  what  has  been  urged,  1 
I' think,  we  shall  so  fur  depart  from  this  rule  of  fro-  1 
gality,  as  we  exceed  the  Hevenue  granted  to  | 
his  late  Majesty,  whether  that  exccediug  shall  1 
amount  yearly  to  98,000/.  as  computed  at  the  J 
highest  by  that  honourable  member,  or  tu  I 
above  130,000/.  as  I have  seen  it  more  truly  1 
computed  by  another.  For  I remember  very  1 
well,  that  the  yearly  sum  of  7Q0.0Q0 /.  though  I 
now  thought  too  little,  was  not  obtained  for  I 
his  late  Majesty,  without  a long  und  so-  1 
lemn  debate;]*  and  it  was  allowed  by  every  j 
one  that  contended  . for  it,  to  be  an  ample  I 
royal  revenue.  Nor  was  it  asked  iuconsider-  I 
atelv,  and  on  a sudden  ; it  was  asked  on  ina-  •! 
tore  deliberation,  after  the  Queen's  Civil  l.i»f  I 
biaticlics  were  found  deficient : it  was  asked  I 
after  many  compulations  had  been  made  of  | 
every  clirrge  requisite  to  support  the  honour  jl 
and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  to  maintain  the  < | 
present  royal  family ; It  was  asked,  after  duly  j 
weighing  what  provision  would  be  sufficient  IQ  J 
answer  all  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  oc- 
casions of  the  ciyil  government ; wbat  would  I 
be  sufficient  to  answer  all  proper  augmeiuations  J 
of  salaries,  all  reasonable  and  charitable  pen- 
sions, all  secret  services  at  home  and  abroad, 
necessary  to  carry  on  a just  ami  wise  admiliis-  . 
tration  ; It  was  asked  by  that  honourable  mem-  . 
her  himself  and  others,  who  were  entering  into  | 
great  employments,  who  were  going  to  taste  of  ] 
the  rqynl  bounty,  and  who  therefore  coulil  not 
possibly  be  suspected  to  have  any  design  of  j 
crumpiug  his  Majesty,  by  a too  contracted  and 

Nor  does  the  late  alteration  in  the  royal 
family  call  for  any  increase  of  expeuce.  For  if  1 
the  establishment  lor  the  queen  should  he  en- 
1 larged,  whose  distinguished  character  und  many 
j princely  virtues,  taken  notice  of  in  your  Ad-  I 
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dress,  entitle  her  to  all  degrees  of  grandeur, 
which  any  former  queen  consort  ever  enjoyed  ; 
Jsay  if  her  majesty's  establishment  should  he 
enlarged,  I presume  the  establishment  for 
prince  Frederick  will  be  much  inferior  to  that 
settled  on  his  present  Majesty  when  prince  of 
Wales.  Besides  our  ardent  wishes  fur  his  Ma- 
jesty's constant  residence  in  these  kingdoms, 
and"  his  royal  intentions  of  making  us  a great 
and  hnppy’people,  give  us  hopes,  that  many  per- 
sonal, many  particular  expends  in  the  late 
reign,  especially  those  for  frequent  journies 
to  Hanover,  will  be  discontinued  and  entirely 

Nor  is  it  any  objection  to  the  reasoning  of 
that  time,  when  the  700,0001.  was  granted  to 
the  late  king,  or  to  the  computations  then  made, 
that  this  sum  is  said  to  have  been  found  by 
the  experience  of"  past  _ times,  to  be  not  an- 
swerable to  the  necessities  of  the  civil  govern- 

For  this  experience  could  not  be  found  in 
the  queen’s  reign,  because  her  civil  list 
branches  seldom  amounted  to  (300,000/.  com- 
monly to  about  550,000/.  and  sometimes  to 
very  little  above  500,000/.  as  appears  by  ac- 
counts formerly  laid  before  this  House;  and  I 
will  not  suppose  those  accounts  which  were 
brought  from  the  treasury  to  be  otherwise  than 
true,  in  regard  to  my  honourable  friend — I 
ask  pardon,  I should  have  said,  the  honourable 
member,  for  there  is  no  friendship  betwixt  us. 
But  he  must  give  me  leave  to  observe,  That 
when  he  asserts  her  civil  list  brauches  amount- 
ed to  above  700,000/.  yearly,  he  can  only 
mean  the  gross,  and  not  the  neat  produce, 
which  is  a very  uncandid  and  fallacious  way  of 
arguing. 

Though  her  revenues  were  so  low,  yet  she 
culled  upon  her  parliament  but  once  in  a reign 
of  above  thirteen  years,  to  pay  the  debts  con- 
tracted in  her  civil  government;  and  it  is  a 
justice  due  to  the  memory  of  that  excellent 
princess,  to  remind  gentlemen  of  the  unparal- 
leled instances  of  her  piety  and  generosity, 
which  occasioned  those  debts.  She  gave  the 
first  fruits  and  tenths,  arising  now,  as  the  ho- 
nourable member,  who  made  this  motion,  says, 
to  19,000 !.  a year,  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor  clergy  i she  gave 
5,000/.  a year  out  of  the  post  office  to  the  duke 
ol  Marlborough  : she  suffered  700/.  a week  to 
be  likewise  charged  on  the  post  office  for  the 
public  service,  and  by  that  concession  lost  a 
vast  sum,  the  additional  duty  then  producing 
pnly  8,000/.  a year : she  gave  several  hundred 
thousand  pounds  for  building  the  castle  of 
Blenheim : she  allowed  prince  Charles  of  Den- 
mark 4000/.  a year : she  sustained  great  losses 
by  tlie  Tin  contract : she  supported  the  poor 
Palatines:  she  gave  100,000/.  to  tlie  usee  of 
the  war.  These,  with  many  other  royal  boun- 
ties, which  escape  my  present  remembrance, 
were  the  reasons  that  brought  her  under  a 
necessity  of  asking  for  600,000/.  But  9be  was 
so  sensible  of  tlie  inconvenience,  and  so  deter- 
•woed  neveflSbldp[ily^'bet,  ji4jUaniedtnkgiW 
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in  the  like  manner,  that  she  ordered  a consider- 
able reduction  to  he  made  of  her  civil  govern- 
ment expences.  I have  seen  a scheme  of  tilts 
reduction,  as  it  was  actually  settled  a little  be- 
fore her  death,  and  inteudeil  to  comtueuce  the 
Lady-day  following.  It  would  be  tedious  to  go 
through  all  the  particular  articles  of  it,  ami  I 
will  only  name  three  or  four.  The  cofferer’s 
office  payments  were  reduced  from  85,000/.  to 
75,000 /.  The  allowances  for  foreign  ministers, 
from  75,000/.  to  30,000/,  Pensions  and  boun- 
ties from  upwards  ol  37,490 L to  00,000/.  Se- 
cret sen-ices  from  27,000/.  to  30,000/.  a sum 
surprisingly  small,  when  compared  with  the 
late  disbursements  On  that  head.  In  short,  the 
whole  yearly  expences  were  designed  to  be 
reduced  to  459  941/.  und  that  would  have  been 
done  without  eclipsing  the  glory  of  the  crown, 
which,  some  gentlemen  so  roundly  affirm,  can- 
not now  he  maintained  under  almost  a double 
appointment. 

From  hence  it  appears  plainly,  that  this  ar- 
gument of  tlie  experience  of  past  times  CBn 
have  no  reference  to  the  queen’s  reign.  It 
must  therefore  Ire  applied,  though  put  in  the 
plural  number,  to  the  luta  administration  only; 
and  I confess,  if  the  nunc  management  was  to 
be  continued,  if  the  same  ministers  were  to 
be  again  employed,  a million  a year  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  exorbitant  ex- 
pcuces,  so  often,  and  so  justly  complained  of  in 
tht9  House,  For  it  is  notorious,  it  is  fresh  in 
all  our  memories,  that  besides  the  yearly 
700,000/.  there  have  been  many  occasional 
taxes,  many  excessive  sums  raised,  and  they 
have  been  all  sunk  in  that  bottomless  gffif  of 
secret  service.  First,  the  memorable  350,000/. 
was  raised  in  defiance  of  tbe  ancient  parliamen- 
tary methods,  to  secure  us  from  the  apprehen- 
sions of  a Swedish  invasion . Then  tbe  two  in- 
surance offices  were  erected  in  as  irregular  a 
manner,  by  a bill  brought  into  this  House  at 
the  latter  end  of  a session,  and  alter  the  com- 
mittee of  supply  had  been  closed,  upon  the 
honourable  member's  return  into  power;  and 
those  Babbles  paid  near  300,000/.  for  their 
charters.  Then  a new  scene  of  affairs  opening 
in  Sweden  changed  our  entnity  into  an  alliance, 
and  there  was  a subsidy  of  72,000 /.  implicitly 
granted  to  make  good  some  secret  bargain  and 
engagement  with  that  crown.  At  the  same 
tin  a:  near  34,000/.  wore  given  tor  burning  two 
merchant-ships  arrived  from  infected  places ; 
but  though  the  goods  as  well  as  the  ships  were 
paid  for  by  this  House,  that  they  might,  with- 
out injury  to  die  owners,  be  destroyed  for  the 
public  safety,  yet  most  of  them  were  privately 
conveyed  into  counties  adjacent  to  the  port 
where  the  ships  lav,  and  sold  there.  Tlien  soon 
after  a sum  of  500,000/.  was  demanded  and 
granted  for  tbe  payment  of  tlie  Civil  List 
Debts;  on  which  occasion  his  late  Majesty 
declared  in  his  Message,  ‘ That  he  was  resolv- 
1 ed  to  cause  a retrenchment  to  be  made  of  bis 
* expences  for  the  future.’  But  notwithstand- 
ing that  resolution,  in  less  than  four  years,  the 
rendered 
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the  promised  retrenchment  impracticable,  there 
was  a new  demand,  and  a new  grant  of 500,000/. 
more  to  diachaige  new  incumhrances.  I might 
mention  too  the  Spanish  ships  which  were 
taken  in  the  famous  Mediterranean  sea-fight, 
and,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe,  sold  for  a 
considerable  sum  nf  money.  Nor  is  it  possible 
to  forget  the  125,000/.  which  we  could  only  be 
told,  the  last  session,  in  a general  unexplained 
article,  was  secretly  disposed  ofi  for  the  public 
utility,  for  the  conservation  of  the  peace  of 
Europe,  and  for  the  security  of  the  cutumerce 
and  navigation  of  Great  Britain. 

After  all  these  and.  other  extraordinary 
supplies,  I am  informed  there  yet  remains  a 
debt  in  the  civil  government  of  above  600,000 1. 
If  so,  sorely  there  must  have  heeu  a most 
egregious  neglect  of  duty,  to  say  no  worse  ; 
there  must  have  been  a strange  spirit  of  ex- 
travagance somewhere,  or  such  immense  sums 
could  never  have  been  so  soon,  so  insensibly, 
squandered  away.  And  it  is  amazing  that  this 
extravagance  should  happen  under  the  conduct 
of  persons  pretending  to  surpass  all  their  pre- 
decessors, in  the  knowledge  and  core  of  the 
public  revenue : But  »e  are  not  to  wonder  that 
the  world  has  been  free  in  its  censures, since  none 
of  these  sums  have  been  accounted  for,  since 
they  have  been  employed  in  services  not  lit  to 
be  owned.  None  but  those  who  were  in  the 
secret,  and  who  had  the  disposal  of  them,  can 
refute  the  reflections  that  are  made  without 
doors,  not  only  on  the  ministry,  but  even 
on  both  Houses  of  Parliament, — 1 must  say  no 
more;  But  1 heartily  wish,  that  time,  the  great 
discoverer  of  hidden  truths  and  concealed  ini- 
quities, may  produce  a list  of  all  such,  if  any 
such  there  were,  who  have  been  perverted 
from  tbeir  public  duty  by  private  pensions; 
who  huve  been  the  hired  slaves,  and  the  cor- 
rupt instruments  of  a profuse  and  vain-glorious 
administration.  If  there  have  been  none  such, 
then  the  whole' weight,  then  the  whole  guilt  of 
the  late  mismanagement  lies  on  the  ministers 
themselves. 

But  it  seems  to  be  matter  of  universal  joy  to 
the  nation,  that  the  case  is  like  to  be  altered  : 
We  hope  we  have  arrived  at  a day  of  better 
(economy  : We  hope  such  practices  will  be  so 
far  from  being  imitated,  that  they  will  be  detested 
and  abhorred;  nor  can  any  one  entertain  the 
least  dqubt  of  this,  when  lie  considers  that  a 
prince  is  ascending  the  throne,  who  will  choose 
a knowing,  faithful,  and  frugal  ministry  ; who 
will  not  permit  his  domestic  or  foreign  affairs 
to  be  negociated  by  bribery  and  corruption,  for 
want  of  sufficiency  and  skill  in  politics ; whose 
wisdom  will  enable  him,  and  whose  goodness 
will  incline  him,  not  only  to  inspect  the 
management  of  the  civil  list  branches,  but 
injustice  to  his  pniliamcnts,  and  in  compassion  i 
to  his  people,  to  direct  and  require  a due  and  j 
exact  disposition  of  all  the  other  public  funds, 
according  to  their  respective  appropriations.  I 

Now,  in  consequence  of  this  most  just  no-  j 
lion  of  his  Majesty's  frugality,  which,  amongst  | 
ether  bis 


much  to  his  subjects,  I hope  I may,  without  of-  j 
fence,  propose  the  addition  of  some  words  to  | 
your  question,  that  may  restrain  it  to  700,000/.  I 
And  in  tiiis  I as  much  consult  the  service  of  ) 
his  Majesty,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  , 
crown,  as  those  who  are  for  granting  the  funds 
without  any  restriction.  For,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  the  voting  a greater  sum  than  was 
settled  on  his  late  Majesty,  is  only  voting  an 
indemnity,  is  voting  at  least  ill  favour  of  minis- 
ters whose  conduct,  as  I have  already  hinted,  ' 
if  laid  before  you,  and  duly  examined,  would 
perhaps  rather  deserve  your  censure  than  ap- 
probation. 

Besides,  the  surplus  of  these  branches  is  ap- 
propriated to  the  Sinking  Fund ; and,  that,  I 
thought,  had  been  a sacred  depositum,  re-  ; 
served  for  tbe  gradual  discharge  of  ibe  national  j 
debt : I thought  it  would  have  been  looked 
upon  as  a sort  of  sacrilege,  to  have  diverted 
the  least  part  of  it,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  * 
from  its  original  uses  ; and  it  is  as  surprizing  | 
to  me,  that  the  honourable  person  should  be  ' 
for  destroying  liis  own  darling  project,  and  that 
he  should  be  for  pulling  down  the  boasted  mo- 
nument of  Ids  glory  ; as  it  maybe  to  others,  I 
that  I am  for  supporting  any  scheme  of  his,  1 
which  might  have  transmitted  his  name  with 
advantage  to  posterity. 

If  his  Majesty  was  rightly  apprized  of  these 
circumstances  lie  would  doubtless  rather  be  con-  i 
tent  with  a dear  annual  revenue  of  700,000/. 
than  suffer  his  first  demand  of  money,  by  any 
precipitate  proof  of  our  zeal,  to  carry  the  least 
appearance  of  being  burthensome  to  bis . peo- 
ple, wbo  have  long  iaboured  under  the  pres- 
sure ol  grievuus_  and  exorbitant  taxes  ; for  lit 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  signify  from  the 
throne  his  fixed  resolution,  1 By  all  possible  ' 
1 means  to  merit  their  love  and  affection,  which  1 
‘ he  shall  always  look  upon  as  the  best  support 
‘ and  security  of  his  crown.’  I will  detain  you, 

Sir,  no  longer,  but  desire  you  would  conclude 
your  question  with  these  words,  ‘ In  like  man-  , 
‘ ner  as  they  were  granted  and  continued  to  , 
‘ his  late  Majesty,  which  make  up  tbe  clear 
* yearly  sum  of  700,000/.’ 

To  this  Speech  no  reply  was  made,  but  the 
question  being  put,  sir  Robert  Walpole’s  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to  without  any  farther  op» 
posiliori.* 


* “ It  is  a curious  observation  of  Smollett, 
winch  must  tend  to  shew  with  how  much  par- 
tiality and  inaccuracy  he  compiled  his  History, 
that,  ‘ to  these  particulars  (namely,  in  the 
* speech  of  Shippen)  which  were  indeed  nunn- 
i swerable,  no  reply  was  made.  Even  this 
‘ mark  of  decency  was  laid  aside,  m idle  and 
‘ superfluous.’  The  fact  was,  that  no  reply  wai 
made,  not  because  the  arguments  were  un- 
answerable, but  because  no  one  seconded  the 
motion:  a circumstance  of  which  Smollett  takes 
no  notice.  Belshnm  also  observes  with  no 
less  inaccuracy,  * The  amendment  was  rejected 
‘ with  n great  majority,’  which  would  lead  the 

!W  * *«“••• 
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July  4.  The  Resolution  of  the  Committee,  in 
pursuance  of  the  nbove  motion,  was  reported 
and  agreed  to,  and  a Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  thereupon. 

July  5.  The  Bill,  ‘ For  the  better  support  of 
< fais  Majesty's  Household,  &c.'  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read  the  first  time. 

The  King's  Message  for  settling  a Dowry  on 
the  Queen.]  July  6.  The  said  Bill  wusread  the 
second  time,  and  committed  to  a grand  commit- 
tee; *nd  then  sir  Paul  Methueti  delivered  to  the 
House  a Message,  signed  by  his  Majesty,  which 
was  rend,  as  follows,  viz. 

“ George  R. 

“ His  Majesty  considering  that  the  provi- 
sion made  for  the  Queen  his  consort,  in  case 
the  should  survive  his  Majesty,  is  very  insuf- 
ficient to  support  her  myal  dignity  ; and  that 
his  Mnjesty  is  restrained,  by  the  laws  now  in 
being,  from  increasing  the  same,  thinks  it  ne- 
cessaiy  to  recommend  the  making  farther  pro- 
vision for  the  Queen  to  your  consideration.” 

Hereupon  it  was  unanimously'  resolved  to 
take  the  said  Message  into  consideration  the 
next  dny,  in  a Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

100,000/.  per  Annum  voted  for  that  Pur- 
pose.] July  7.  The  Commons,  in  a Grand 
Committee!  took  into  consideration  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Message,  and  resolved,  1.  “ That  a pro- 
vision be  marie  for  the  Queen,  in  case  she  shall 
survive  his  Mnjesty,  of  100,000/.  per  annum 
during  her  life,  with  his  Majesty's  palnce  of 
Somerset-House,  and  Richmond  Old  Park.  2. 
That  his  Mnjesty  be  enabled  to  charge  the 
said  100,000/.  per  annum  on  all,  or  any  of  the 
duties  or  revenues,  settled  for  the  better  sup- 
port of  his  Majesty’s  Household,  end  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  the  crown,  which  shall  sub- 
sist after  his  Majesty’s  demise.” 

July  8.  Mr.  Farrcr  reported  the  said  Resolu- 
tions, which  being  agreed  Lo,  nem.  con.  a Bill 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

July  10.  The  Civil  List  Bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  up  to  tbe  Lords ; 
then  sir  Robert  Walpole  presented  to  the 
House  a Bill,  ‘ To  enable  his  Majesty  to  settle 
‘ a Revenue  for  supporting  the  royal  dignity  of 
1 the  Queen,’  Sec.  which  was  read  (he  first  time. 

July  11.  Tbe  said  Bill  was  read  a second 
tune,  and  committed, 

July  14.  Tbe  said  Bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords. 

The  King’s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Ses- 
sion.] July  17.  The  King  came  to  the  House 
of  Peers,  with  tbe  usual  solemnity,  and  the 
Commons  attending,  bis  Majesty  gave  the  royal 
assent  to  an  Act,  ‘ For  the  better  support  of 
‘ his  Majesty’s  Household,  and  of  the  honour 
‘ and  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;’ 
also  to  an  Act.  • For  enabling  his  Majesty  to 
‘ settle  a revenue  for  supporting  the  royal  "dig- 

But  in  fact,  there  was  no  amendment  duly 
moved  and  seconded,  nnd  the  original  motion  of 


1 ‘ nity  of  theQueen,  in  case  she  shall  survive  his 
‘ Majesty and  to  tiiree  other  Bills. 

After  which  his  Majesty  made  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ I cannot  but  express  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion in  the  convincing  proofs  you  have  given 
me,  in  this  session,  of  your  duty  and  affection 
to  my  person,  and  zeal  for  iny  government. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

“ I must  particularly  thank  you  for  your 
unanimity  and  dispatch,  in  granting  me  the 
revenues  necessary  for  the  support  of  my 
family,  and  the  occasions  of  my  civil  govern- 
ment; which  you  have  done  in  a manner  so 
very  agreeable,  and  with  such  a doe  regard  to 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  that  if 
any  thing  could  add  to  my  own  inclinations  of 
making  the  happiness  of  my  subjects  my  prin- 
cipal care  and  study,  this  instance  of  your  par- 
ticular confidence  in  ine  would  engage  me  more 
strougly  to  make  use  of  the  power,  which  you 
have  given  me  of  doing  gopri,  in  promoting  tha 
honour  nnd  interest  of  my  people. 

“ The  ample  provision  you  have  made  for 
the  Queen  is  another  instance  of  your  regard 
for  me,  which  I am'confident-she  will  very  well 
deserve,  and  I shall  always  acknowledge. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ It  is  a great  happiness  to  me  to  see  the 
nation  in  so  prosperous  and  flourishing  a condi- 
tion, nt  the  highest  pitch  of  glory  and  reputa- 
tion, of  great  weight  in  holding  the  balance  of 
F.urope,  defending  themselves  in  their  just  pri- 
vileges and  possessions,  and  vindicating  the 
honeffir  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain. 

“ At  home  I find,  among  my  protestant  sub- 
jects, such  mutual  charity  and  forbearance  dif- 
fused throughout  the  kingdom,  that  the  na- 
tional church  repines  not  at  the  indulgence 
given  to  scrupulous  consciences ; nnd  those, 
that  receive  the  benefits  of  the  toleration,  envy 
not  the  established  church  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges which  they  by  law  enjoy. 

“ From  these  happy  causes  and  favourable 
conjunctures  has  flowed  that  general  tran- 
quillity, that  rise  of  public  credit,  and  that  im- 
provement of  irade  and  commerce,  which  have 
greatly  increased  our  wealth  and  power,  and 
given  ns  that  respect  and.  influence  abroad, 
which  has  so  much  advanced  the  glory  nnd 
happiness  of  this  nation. 

“ But  all  these  blessings,  great  and  valuable 
as  they  are,  bad  not  been  secured  and  trans- 
mitted to  us,  without  your  having  carefully 
avoided  all  occasions  of  strife  and  divisjon ; 
without  a strict  regard  to  public  faith,  a con- 
stant care  nnd  attention  towards  discharging 
the  national  debt,  and  without  that  singular 
steadiness  and  resolution,  which  this  parlia- 
ment has  shewed  upon  all  proper  and  neces- 
sary occasions. 

“ I can  therefore  make  no  donbt,  but  that 
your  behaviour,  and  the  temper  yon  have  shewn, 
will  sufficiently  recommend  this  parliament  to 
the  esteem  and  good  opinion  of  their  country ; 

sahii  dSadiK'iV  ‘b  Acf  By  pursuing 
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the  same  measures,  may  promise  themselves  all 
future  prosperity. 

“ The  expiration  of  ' this  parliament  now 
drawing  near,  I will  give  orders  for  issuing  the 
writs  for  calling  and  electing  n new  parliament, 
as  soon  us  it  can  conveniently  be  done;  and  I 
am  persuaded  thnt  the  general  contest  and 
emulation  iu  expressions  of  duty  and  affection 
to  me,  which,  to  my  great  satisfaction,  I have 
universally  met  . with,  ivill  be  further  demon- 
strated by  the  choice  of  a parliament,  zealously 
affected  to  our  present  happy  establishment  in 
the  Protestant  succession  ; and  in  return,  no- 
thing shall  be  wanting  on  my  part,  that  enn 
contribute  towards  improving  a good  corres- 
pondence and  harmony  between  me  and  my 
people,  and  that  can  tend  to  perfect  and  per- 
petuate the  happiness  of  Great  Britain.” 

The  Parliament  dissolved .]  Then  the  Lord 
Chancellor  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the 
29th  of  August ; hut  on  the  7th  of  the  same 
month  a Proclamation  was  issued  for  dissolving 
this  parliament,  and  calling  of  another.* 

FIRST  SESSION 


SEVENTH  PARLIAMENT 


manded  the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Blnck  Rod 
to  let  the  Commons  know.  It  is  his  Majesty's 

? (ensure,  they  attend  him  immediately,  in  this 
louse. 

Who  being  come ; the  Lord  Chancellor  said  J 
“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I am  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  let  I 
you  know,  he  will  defer  •declaring  the  causes.  1 
of  his  calling  this  Parliament,  till  the  House  of  I 
Commons  have  first  of  nil  a Speaker ; and  that,  1 
therefore,  it  is  his  Majesty’s  pleasure,  that  you,  I 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons,  repair  | 
to  the  place  where  you  are  to  sit,  and  there  I 
proceed  to  the  Choice  of  a proper  person  to  I 
be  your  Speaker ; and  that  you  present  such  I 
person  whom  you  shall  so  choose  here,  on  Sa-  I 
turduy  next,  at  one  o’clock,  for  his  Majesty’s  I 
royal  approbation.” 

Then  his  Majesty  wbs  pleased  to  retire,  and  j 
the  Commons  withdrew. , 

List  of  the  House  of  Commons J The  follow-  I 
ing  is  a List  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  J 
Commons  s 

A List  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Se-  I 
venth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain^  which  J 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Meeting  of  the  Nea  Parliament.']  Janunry 
23, 1728.  This  dny.tbe  New  Parliament  met  at 
Westminster:  The  King  being  seated  on  his 
royal  throne,  adorned  with  his  crown  and  regal 
ornaments,  and  attended  with  his  officers  of 
state ; the  Lords  being  also  in  their  robes;  cora- 

* “ His  Majesty  now  proceeded  to  settle  his 
Ministry,  his  Council,  and  his, Household  ; nnd 
that,  in  such  a manner,  as  proved  he  was  re- 
solved to  give  the  preference  to  the.  friends  of 
his  family,  and  of  public  liberty.  The  seals  of 
the  secretaries  of  state  were  continued  with  the 
duke  of  Newcastle  nnd  the  lord  Townshend  ; 
Mr.  Pelham,  the  duke’s  brother,  was  appointed 
secretary  at  war.  The  duke  of  Rutland  was 
appointed  Chancellor  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancas- 
ter. Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  nppninted  Chan-  , 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  first  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  ; and,  by  the  union  ot  these  two 
offices  in  his  person,  w.as  considered  as  prime 
minister  of  state  ; the  other  lords  of  treasury, 
were  sir  Charles  Turner,  Mr.  Doddington,  sir 
George  Oxenden,  and  Mr.  Clayton.  Lord 
Torrington  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. and  the  other  members  of  that  board  j 
Were,  Mr.  Cockburn,  sir  John  Norris,  and  sir 
Charles  Wager,  sir  Thomas  Littleron,  the  lord  , 
Mnlpns,  nnd  Mr.  Molyneux.  The  e«rl  of 
Chesterfield  was  appointed  to  go  embassador 
to  Holland,  and  the  lord  Carteret  was  made 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.” 

“ Meanwhile  tlie  general  election  for  mem-  j 
bers  of  parliament  was  going  on  in  the  nation, 
with  a spirit,  which  sufficiently  tesiified  the 


met  at  Westminster,  January  28,  1728.  i 

Bedfordshire. 

Sir  Rowland  Alston, 

Patee  Byng, — Succeeded  his  father  as  viscount  | 
Torrington,  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  21,  , 
1733. 

Charles  Leigh. 

Ledford. 

John  Oilebar, 

John  Thurloe  Brace,— Not  duly  elected. 

James  Metcalfe,— Died  ; a new  writ  ordered/ 
Jan.  91,  1731. 

Sir  J.  Van.  Sambroke. 


Winch.  H.  Packer. 


Berkshire. 

Sir  Jelm  Stonhouse, — Died ; a 
ed,  Jan.  17,  1734.  , 

Robert  Packer, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
April  26,  1731. 

William  Archer, 

Windsor.  , i 

Lord  Vere  Beanclerk,— Made  commissioner 
of  the  navy ; and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
May  10,  1732,  he  wns  re-elected. 

George  vise.  Malpns,— Succeeded  Ins  father  ns  • 
earl  of  Choimondeley ; a new  writ  ordered, 
May  11,  1730. 

Lord  Sydney  Beuuclerk. 

Reading. 

Richard  Thompson,  Richard  Puttenger. 

Wallingford. 

William  Hocks,  George  Lewen. 

Abingdon. 

Robert  Hacks. 

Bucks. 

Sir  Wm.  Stanhope, 

Richard  Hampden, — Died  ; and  a new  wrtv 
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Sir  Thomas  Lee. 

Buckingham. 

Thomas  Lewis,— Made  bis  election  for  Salis- 
bury. 

John  Fane, — Created  lord  Catherlough  in  Ire- 
land ; now  earl  of  Westmoreland. 

Geo.  Chamberlayne. 

Chipping  Wicomb. 

William  Lee, Made  si  judge,  of  the  KingV 

bench  (now  lord  chief  justice  of  England) ; 
and  a uew  writ  ordered,  Jau.  21,  1731. 

Harry  Waller,  Sir  Charles  Vernon. 

Aylesbury. 

Sir  William  Stanhope, — Made  his  election  for 
the  county. 

Philip  Lloyd, — Made  one  of  the  equerries  to 
his  Majesty  ; a new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  6, 
1730.  He  was  afterwards  elected  for  Christ- 
church, 

Edward  Radge*  Thomas  Ingoldesby. 

Agmondesham. 

Bt.  Leveson  Gower, — Made  his.  election  for 
Newcastle-  under-line. 

M.  Garrard  Drake, — Died;  a new  Writ  or- 
dered, May  10, 1728. 

Thomas  Lutwych,  MarmadukeAllington. 

Wendmer. 

James  vise.  Limerick, — Trustee  for  the  colony 
of  Georgia. 

Richard  Hampden, — Made  his  election  for  the 

John  Hamilton. 

Great-Marlow. 

John  Clavering, — Made  a groom  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  his  Majesty;  a new  writ  ordered, 
May  7,  1731. 

Edmund  Waller, 

George  Robinson, — Banker  in  Lombard-street. 
Expelled  the  House  for  indirect  and  fraudu- 
lent practices  in  the  affairs  of  the  Charitable 
Corporation,  and  for  having  never  attended 
the  service  of  the  House,  although  required 
so  to  do ; and  a new  writ  was  ordered, 
April  3, 1732. 

Sir  Thomas  Hoby. 

Cambridgeshire, 

Henry  Bromley,  Samuel  Shepherd. 

TJniv.  of  Cambridge. 

Edward  Finch,  Thomas  Townshend. 

Town  qf  Cambridge. 

Sir  3.  Hynd  Cotton,  Tho.  Sciater  Bacon. 

CiiEsiunx. 

Charles  Cbolmondeley, 

Sir  R.  Salushury  Cotton. 

Chester. 

Sir  Rob.  Grosvenor,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury. 

Sir  William  Carew. 

! ’leskard , 

John  Cope, — Lieiitcnnnt-colonel  of  the  second 
troop  of  Grenadier  guards,  made  colonel  of 
a regiment. 


Thomas  Chraerlaclr^rM^tfiecltiidrQf  iteAii--| 


miralty;  and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  June 
1,  1732,  he  was  re-elected. 

Lestzoithiel. 

Darrell  Trelaivney, — Died;  a new  writ  order- 
ed, Feb.  17,  1728. 

Sir  Orlando  Bridgman, — Made  his  election  for 
Blechingley. 

Sir  Edward  Knatchbull, — Died;  a new  writ 
•rdered,  April  20,  1730. 

Anthony  Cracherode, — Solicitor  to  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Edward  Walpole, — Second  son  of  sir  Robert 
Walpole. 

Truroe. 

Hugh  Boscawen,  Sydney  Meadows. 

Bodmin. 

John  Laroche, 

Robert  Booth, — Died;  a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  31,  1733. 

Sir  John  Heathcote. 

Heist  on. 

John  Evelyn, 

John  Harris, — Made  paymaster  of  the  Board 
of  Works ; and  a new  writ  being  ordered. 
May  17, 1738,  he  was  re-elected. 

I Salt  ash, 

John  vise.  Glcnorchy, — Envoy  to  the  court  of 
Denmark,  and  master  of  the  horse  to  the 
three  eldest  Princesses. 

Edward  Hughes, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  29,  1731. 

Thomas  Corbet,— Joint  secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty with  Josiah  Burchet,  esq.  and  secre- 
tary to  Greenwich  hospital. 

Camdfard. 

Thomas  Hales, — Clerk  of  theGreen-cloth. 

John  Pitt, — Colonel  in  the  first  regiment  of 
Guards,  aid-de-camp'  to  his.  Majesty,  and 
vice  admiral  of  the  Summer  Islands. 

West  Looc. 

John  Willes, — Made  chief  justice, of  Chester; 
and  r new  writ  being  ordered,  Feb.  17, 
1729,  he  was  re-elected,  and  made  attorney 
general  to  bis  Majesty  ; and  a new  writ  be- 
ing ordered,  Jan.  17, 1731,  he  was  re-elected. 

Edward  Trelawney, — Made  a commissioner  of 
the  Customs;  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  1C, 
1733. 

Thomas  Walker, — Surveyor-general  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s crown  revenues. 

Grampound. 

Philip  Hawkins, 

Humphry  Morice, — Bank  director;  died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  T9, 1732. 

Isaac  Leheup. 

East  Loce. 

Sir  John  Trelawney,  Charles  Longneville. 

Penryn. 

Edward  Vernon,  Sir  Cecil  Bistop. 

Tregony. 

John  Goddard,— A commissioner  for  settling 
the  merchants  losses  by  the  Spaniards. 

Thomas  Smith, — Vice  chamberlain  to  the 
^Queen’s  household ; died,  a new  writ  or- 
dered, Jan.  25,  1729. 


2R 
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Bossiney. 

Robert  Corker, — Died  ; a new  writ  ordered, 
March  12, 1731. 

John  Hedges, — Treasurer  to  the.  Prince  of 
Wales ; and  envoy  to  the  court  of  Turin. 

Jas.  Cholmondeley, — Major  of  the  Horse  ! 
Guards,  and  deputy-governor  of  Chester 

St.  Ives. 

Sir  Robert  Rich,  Henry  Ivnollys. 

Foiccy, 

Jonathan  Rasldeigh,  Rich.visc.Fitzwilliams. 

St.  Germains. 

Sir  G.  Heathcote, — Senior  alderman  of  Lon- 
don; and  director  of  the  Bank  ; died,  a new 
writ  ordered,  Feb.  20,  1733. 

Sidney  Godolphiu, — Died ; a new  writ  order- 
ed, Jan.  16, 1733. 

Dudley  Ryder, — Made  solicitor-general  to  his 
Majesty;  and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
Jan.  17,  1734,  he  was  re-elected. 

Richard  Eliot. 

St.  Michael. 

Henry  Kelsal, 

Thomas  Farrington, — Made  nuditorof  his  Ma- 
jesty's land  revenues  within  the  principality 
of  Wales;  and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
June  1,  1733,  he  was  re-elected. 

Newport. 

Thomas  Herbert,  Sir  William  Morice. 

St.  Maws. 

Henry  Vane, 

John  Knight, — Made  his  election  for  Sudbury. 

William  East. 

Ketlington. 

Sir  John  Coryton,  Thomas  Copleston. 

Cumberland. 

Sir  James  Lowther, — Succeeded  his  brother  in 
the  dignity  of  baronet. 

Gilfred  Lawson. 

Carlisle. 

Charles  Howard, — Lieutenant-governor  of  this 
city  and  castle,  and  colonel  in  the  second 
regiment  of  Foot  Guards. 

John  Hylton.- 

Cockermouth. 

William  Finch,  Sir  Wilfred  Lawson. 

Derbyshire. 

Godfrey  Clarke,  Sir  Nathaniel  Curzon. 

Derby. 

Lord  Jas.  Cavendish, 

William  Stanhope, — Created  lord  Harrington  .- 
a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  21,  1730. 

Charles  Stanhope. 


it  ordered,  Mn 


Devonshire. 

Sir  Will.  Courtenay, 

John  Rolle, — Died  ; a 
15, 1730. 

Henry  Rolle. 

Exeter. 

Samuel  Molyneux, — A lord  of  the  Admiralty 
died,  a new  writ  ordered,  May  10, 1733. 
Francis  Drew, 

John  Belfield, — Serjeant  at  law. 


Totness. 

Sir  Charles  Willes, 

Extou  Sayer, — Doctor  of  laws,  advocate  of  the 
Admirulty,  and  chancellor  of  Durham,  made 
aui  veyor-geneval  of  his  Majesty’s  lands;  and 
a-  new  writ  being  ordered,  May  8,  1730,  he 
was  re-elected  und  died ; a new  writ  order- 

. ed,  Jan.  13,  1732. 

Sir  Henry  Gough. 

Plymouth. 

Arthur  Stert, 

George  Treby, — Made  his  election  for  Dart- 
mouth. 

Robert  Byng, — Made  a commissioner  of  the 
navv,  and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  Jau. 
13, '1732,  he  was  re-elected. 

Oakhampton. 

W.  Nortkmore,  Thomas  Pitt. 

Barnstable. 

Richard  Coffin,  Theophilus  Fortcscue. 

Plympton. 

George  Treby, — Made  his  election  for  Dart- 
mouth. 

Richard  Edgecumbe,  John  Fuller. 

Honiton. 

Sir  W.  Yonge, — Made  a lord  of  the  Admiralty  : 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  May  27, 1728, 
he  was  re-elected,  and  afterwards  made  a 
lord  of  the  Treasury : and  a new  writ  being 
ordered,  May  8,  1730  he  was  re-elected. 

James  Sheppard, — Died  : and  afterwards  voted 
not  duly  elected,  March  15,  1731. 

Sir  William  Pole. 

Tavistock. 

Sir  Francis  II.  Drake, 

Sir  John  C'ope, — Made  his  election  for  the 
county  of  Southampton. 

Sir  Humphry  Monnoux. 

Ashburton. 

Richard  Reynel,  Roger  Tuckfield. 

Dartmouth. 

George  Treby, — For  Plympton  in  the  last  Par- 
liament, made  master  of  the  household  ; and 
a new  writ  being  ordered,  May  8,  1730,  he 
was  re-elected. 

Walter  Cary, — Made  one  of  the  chief  clerks 
uf  the  council ; and-  a new  writ  being  order- 
ed, May  14,  1729,  he  was  re-elected. 

Bcrcalston. 

Sir  F.  Hen.  Drake, — Made  his  election  for 
Tavistock. 

Sir  John  Hobart, — Made  his  election  for  Nor- 
folk. 

Sir  Archer  Croft, — Made  a commissioner  of 
trade  and  plantations,  and  a new  writ  be- 
iug  ordered,  May  15,  1730,  he  was  re- 
elected. 

Ilcifry  lord  Walden,— Succeeded  his  father  as 
earl  of  Suffolk.  A uew  writ  ordered,  Jan.  18, 
1734. 

William  Morden, — Changed  his  name  to  Har- 
bord. 

Tiverton. 

Arthur  Arscot, 

Sir  Wm.  Yonge,— Made  his  election  for  Honi- 
ton. 

James  Nylthorpe. 
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Dorsetshire. 

Ed  in.  Mort.  Pleydell,  George  Chaffin. 

Poole. 

George  Trencbard, 

. Dennis  Bund, — Letter-carrier  to  his  Majesty, 
expelled  the  House  for  a notorious  breach  of 
trust  reposed  in  him,  as  a commissioner  ami 
trustee  for  the  sale  of  forfeited  estates  for  the 
use  of  the  public.  A new  writ  ordered, 
April  3,  1732. 

Thomas  Wyndbam. 

Dorchester. 

John  Brown, 

William  Chappie, — Made  justice  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Merioneth,  Carnarvon,  and  Anglesea, 
in  the  principality  of  Wales ; and  a new  writ 
being  ordered,  March  4,  1729,  he  was  re- 
elected. 

Lyme- Regis. 

.Tulin  Burridge,  jun. — Not  duly  elected. 

Henry  Drax, 

Henry  Holt  Henley, — Made  clerk  of  the  Pipe ; 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  Jan.  21,  1729, 
lie  was  re-elected. 

Weymouth,  and  Melcombe-Regis. 

Sir  James 'Thornhill,  Thomas  Pearse, 

Edward  Tucker, 

William  Betts, — Knox  Ward,  esq.  petitioner 

■ against  Mr.  Betts,  renewed  Sess.  2 and  3, 
and  the  election,  ns  to  Mr.  Belts,  was  decla- 
red void,  and  a new  writ  ordered,  May  7, 
1730. 

George  Doddington. 

Bridport. 

William  Bowles, 

James  Pelham, — Made  his  election  for  Newark; 
and  upon  Solomon  Ashley,  esq.  withdraw- 
ing his  petition,  a new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  12, 
1730. 

John  Jewkes. 

Shaftesbury. 

Stephen  Fox,  Sir  Edw.  Desbouverie. 

Warcliam. 

Sir  Edward  Ernie, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  17,  1729. 

Joseph  Gascoigne, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  6,  1729. 

Nathaniel  Gould,  Thomas  Tower. 

Corfe-Caslle. 

John  Bond,  John  Banks. 

Durhau  County. 

George  Bowes,  . John  Ilcdwortb. 

Durham. 

Charles  Talbot, — Created  lord  Talbot,  and 
lord  chancellor;  a new  writ  ordered,  June 
17,  1734. 

Robert  Shaftoe, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  15,  1730. 

Henry  Lombton,  John  Shaftoe. 


Essex. 

Rich.  vise.  Castlemain,  Sir  Robert  Abdy. 
Colchester. 

Stamp  Brooksbank, — Bank  director. 

Samuel  Tuffuell, — A commissioner  for  settling 
commerct^.  . . ■ ^ 


Malden. 

Henry  Parsons,  Thomas  Bramston. 

Harwich. 

John  vise.  Percival,  Sir  Philip  Parker. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Sir  John  Dutton,  Henry  Berkley. 

Gloucester. 

M.  D.  Morton, — A double  return,  the  two 
last  duly  elected ; Mr.  Morton  and  Mr. 
Chester  waving  their  return,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
ton was  re-elected  for  Tregony. 

Thomas  Chester, 

Chas.  Selwyn, — Equerry  to  the  Queen. 

BenjauiinrJath  urs  t. 

Cirencester. 

Thomas  Master.  Peter  Bathurst. 

Tewksbury. 

Thomas  vise.  Gage,  George  Read. 

Herefordshire, 

Edward  Harley,  Velters  Cornwall. 

Hereford. 

Henry  m.  ofCamarvon,  Thomas  Geers. 

Leominster. 

Sir  George  Cnswall,  William  v.  Bateman. 

Wcobly. 

Udeval  Price, 

John  Birch, — Made  cursitor-baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer; and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  Jan. 
14,  1730,  he  was  re-elected,  and  expelled  for 
a notorious  breach  of  trust,  reposed  in  him,  as 
a commissioner  and  trustee  fur  the  sale  of  the 
forfeited  estates,  and  a uew  writ  ordered, 
March  31,  1732. 

James  Cornewall. 

Hertfordshire. 

Sir  T.  Sound.  Sebright,  Charles  C«sar. 

St.  Albans. 

William  vise.  Grimston, 

Caleb  Lomax, — Died : a new  writ  ordered, 
March  16,  1730. 

Thomas  Gape, — Died : a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  16,  1733. 

John  Merril. 

Hertford. 

Sir  Tboinns  Clerke,  George  Harrison. 

Huntingdonshire. 

John  Bigg, 

Will.  marq.  of  Hartington, — Succeeded  his  fa- 
ther as  duke  of  Devonshire ; a new  writ  or- 
dered, Jan.  14,  1780. 

Robert  Pigott. 

Huntingdon.  • 

Roger  Uandaside,  Edward  Wortley, 

Kent- 

Sir  Roger  Mfcreriitb, 

Sir  Robert  Furnese, — Died,  a new  writ  or- 
dered, March  19,  1738. 

Sir  Edw.  Dering. 

Canterbury. 

Sir  Will,  liardres,  Sir  Thomas  Hales. 

Rochester. 

David  Polhill, — Made  keeper  of  the  records  in 
the  Tower ; and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
April  27,  1731,  he  was  re-elected. 
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Sir  John  Jennings, — House-keeper  to  Green- 1 London. 

1 Sir  John  Eyles, — A commissioner  of  the  for- 
feited estates,  and  sub-governor  of  the  South 
Sea  Company. 

Humphry  Parsons, 

John  Barnard,  Micnjah  Perry. 


Thomas  Hope,  John  Finch. 

Queenborough. 

Sprig  Mauesty, — Commissioner  of  the  Victual- 
ling-office; died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan. 
21,  1720. 

John  Crowley,— Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  15,  1728. 

Lancashire. 

Sir  Edward  Stanley,  Richard  Shuttloworth. 

Preston. 

Sir  Henry  Hoghton, 

Daniel  Pulteuey, — Died,  a new  writ  order- 
ed, Jan.  13,  1732. 

Nicholas  Fazakerley. 

Lancaster. 

Sir  Thomas  Lowther,  Christopher  Tower. 

Newton. 

Legh  Master,  William  Shippen. 

Sir  Roger  Brndshaigb,  Peter  Bold. 

Clithero. 

John  vise.  Galway,  Thomas  Lister. 

Liverpool. 

Thomas  Brereton, — Made  a commissioner  of 
the  Victualling-oliice;  a new  writ  ordered, 
May  14,  1729. 

Thomas  Bootle,  Sir  Thomas  Aston. 

Leicestershire. 

Lord  William  Manners, — Lord  of  the  bedcham- 
ber to  his  Majesty.  . 

Sir  Clobery  Noel, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  17,  1734. 

Ambrose  Philips. 

Sir  George  Beaumont, 

George  Wrighte, Grandson  of  the  lord- 

Lincoi.nshire. 


Henry  Pacey,— 
13,  1730. 

Sir  Richard  Ellys. 


iv  John  Tyrwhit. 
jw  writ  ordered,  Jan. 


, Henry  Id.  Coleraine. 

Great  Grimsby. 

George  Monsnn,  John  Page. 

Stamford. 

William  Noel,  Robert  Shirley. 

Grantham. 

Joha  vise.  Tyrconnel,  Sir  M.  Newton. 

Middlesex. 

James  Bertie, 

Sir  Fraacis  Child, — Ea3t  India  director,  and 
alderman  of  London. 

Kelt  minster. 

Lord  Charles  Cavendish, — A lord  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  Prince. 

William  Clnyton, — A lord  of  the  Treasury, 
created  lord  Sundon  in  Ireland  in  1735. 


M OS  MOUTHSB  IRE. 

Sir  Wm.  Morgan, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
April  28,  1731. 

John  Banbury, 

L.  Chat.  Noel  Somerset, — Brother  of  the  duke 
of  Beaufort,  afterwards  duke  of  Beaufort. 

Monmouth. 

Edward  Kemeys. 

Norfolk. 

Sir  .T.  Hobart, — Created  lord  Hobart;  anew 
writ  ordered,  May  28,  1728,  and  since 
created  earl  of  Buckinghamshire. 

Sir  Thomas  Coke, — Created  lord  Lovel,  a new 
writ  ordered,  May  28,  1728,  and  since 
created  earl  of  Leicester. 

Sir  Edmond  Bacon,  Harbord  Harhord. 

Norwich. 

Waller  Bacon,  - Robert  British. 

Lynn-Regis. 

Sir  Charles  Turner, — A teller  of  the  Exche- 
quer. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole, — One  of  the  governors  of 
the  Chatter-house. 

Great  Yarmouth. 

William  Townshend, — Aid-de-camp  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, groom  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  usher  of  the  Ex- 

Horatio  Walpole, — Made  cofferer  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's household;  and  a new  writ  being 
ordered,  Mav  5,  1730,  he  was  re-elected. 

Thelford. 

Sir  Edmund  Bacon, 

Robert  Jacombe, — Inspector-general  of  Ac- 
compts  of  the  out-ports;  died,  a new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  16, 17S3. 

Charles  Fitzroy, — Cornet  of  horse,  and  master 
of  the  Tennis-court. 

Castle-rising. 

Algernon  c.  of  Moatratb. 

Charles  Churchill. 

Northamptonshire. 

Sir  Justinian  Isham, — Died ; a new  writ  or- 
dered, May  15, 1730. 

Thomas  Cartwright,  Sir  Justinian  [sham. 

City  of  Peterborough. 

John  earl  Fitzwilliain, — Died,  a new  writ  or- 
dered, Jan.  21,  1729. 

Sir  Edward  Obrien,—  Not  duly  elected. 

I Sir  C.  Counter  Nicol, — Died;  a new  writ  or- 
dered, Jan.  17,  17S4. 

Sidney  Wortley, — Died;  anew  writ  ordered, 
May  14,  1728. 

Armsted  Parker,  Joseph  Banks. 

Town  of  Huntingdon. 

George  Compton, 

Edward  Montagu, — Brother  to  the  earl  of  Hali- 
fax, and  colonel  of  a regiment  of  foot,  made 
governor,  of  the  town  of  itingston-upon- 
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Hull ; and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  Jan. 
18,  1783,  lie  was  re-elected. 

Bruckley , 

Sir  Paul  -Methuen, 

William  Egerton, — Colonel  of  a regiment  of 
foot;  died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  16, 
1733. 

George  Lee. 

Eigham  Ferrers. 

John  Finch. 

Northumberland. 

Ralph  Jenisoii,  Sir  Will.  Middleton. 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Sir  William  Blacket, — Voted  not  duly  elect- 
ed. 

Nicholas  Fenwick,  William  Carr. 

Morpeth. 

Henry  vise.  Morpeth,  Sir  Tho.  Robinson. 

Berwick  upon  Tweed. 

Joseph  Sabine, — Lieutenant-general  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty’s forces,  governor  of  Berwick,  and  of 
Huly  Island,  and  colonel  of  the  royal  regi- 
ment of  Welch  Fuzileers. 

George  Liddell. 

Nottinghamshire. 

Scroop  vise.  Howe, — Made  governor  of  Bar- 
badoes  ; a new  writ  ordered,  May  15,  1782. 

Sir  Robert  Suitou, — Sub-governor  of  the  royil 
African  company,  expelled  on  account  of  the 
Cluiritable  Corporation  ; a new  writ  order- 
ed. May  15,  1732. 

William  Levin?.,  Thomas  Beuoet. 

Nottingham. 

Borlace  Warren, 

John  Stanhope,- — Secretary  to  the  embassy  at 
the  Hague,  and  brother  to  the  earl  of  Ches- 
terfield. 

East  Retford. 

Thomas  White, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
Jim.  16, 173.3. 

Sir  Robert  Clifton,  John  White. 

Newark  upon  Trent. 

James  Pelham,  Richard  Sutton. 

Sir  William  Stapleton,  Henry  Perrot. 

University  of  Oxford. 

George  Clark,  Henry  vise.  Cornbury. 

■ Oxford. 

FratJois  Knollys,  Thomas  Rowney. 

Woodstock. 

W.  marq.  of  Blandford, — Died ; a new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  13, 1732. 

Samuel  Trotman,  John  Spencer. 

Banbury. 

Francis  North, — Succeeded  his  father  us  lord 
Guilford,  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  13, 1730. 

Toby  Chauucy, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
April  2,  1733. 

William  Knollys,  called  vise.  Wallingford, — 
Son  of  the  carl  of  Banbury,  whose  claim  to 
that  title  was  disallowed  by  the  House  of 
Peers.  See  the  State  Trials,  for  the  pro- 
ceedings on  that  claim. 

Rutlandshire. 

Daniel  lord 


earl  of  Wincbelsea  and  Nottingham ; a new 
writ  ordered,  Jan.  28,  1730. 

John  Noel, — Eldest  son  of  the  former  John  ; 
died,  a new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  15,  1728. 

William  Burton, 

Thomas  Noel,— Second  son  of  the  former 

Salop. 

John  Walcor,  William  Lnconchild. 

Shrewsbury. 

Richard  Lister,  Sir  John  Astlcy. 

Bridgnorth. 

Sir  John  Clinrltou,  John  Weaver. 

Ludlow- 

Hen.  Ann.  Herbert,  Richard  Herbert. 

Great  Wenlock. 

Samuel  Edwards, 

John  Sambrokc, — One  of  the  gentlemen  of  his 
Majesty’s  privy-chairiber. 

Bishop's  Castle. 

John  Plumptre, — Treasurer  and  paymaster  of 
his  Majesty’s  Ordnance. 

Robert  Moore. 

SOMERSETSUIP.E. 

Sir  Wm.  Wyndbam,  T.  S.  Horner. 

Bristol. 

Abrahnra  Elton, 

Jobu  Scroope,— -Joint  secretary  of  the  Trea- 

Bath. 

Rohert  Gay, — Treasurer  to  Christ’s  hospital, 
London. 

George  Wade. — Made  governor  of  the  town  of 
Berwick  upon  Tweed  ; and  a new  writ  be- 
ing ordered,  Jan.  22,  1733,  he  was  re- 
elected. 

Wells. 

Edward  Prid.  Gwyn, — Not  duly  elected. 

Thomas  Edwards,  juu.  William  Peirs. 

Taunton. 

George  Speke, 

Francis  Fane, — One  of  Ids  Majesty’s  counsel  at 
law,  and  standing  counsel  to  tho  board  of 
trade  and  plantations. 


G.  B.  Doddington, 

Sir  Holswell  Tyute,— Died;  anew  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  21,  1731. 

Thomas  Palmer. 

Minehead. 

Francis  Whitworth, — Made  surveyor  of  liis 
Majesty’s  woods  north  an.d  south  of  tho 
Trent,  and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  April 
6,  1732,  he  was  re-elected. 

Alexander  Luttrell. 

Ilchester. 

Chnrles  Lockyer, — Chief  accomptant  to  the 
South-Sea  Company. 

Thomas  Crispe. 

Mi  /bum  Fort. 

Thomas  Medlycott, — Mads  a commissioner 
of  tbe  revenue  in  Ireland,  and  a new  writ 
being  ordered,  Feb.  31, 1727,  be  was  re-elect- 
ed. 


I 
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Southampton. 

Lord  Harry  Powlett, — Made  a lord  of  tlio  Ad- 
iniriilty,  and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
June  8,  1733,  lie  was  re-elected. 

Sir  John  Cope. 

Winchester. 

Lord  William  Powlett, — Died  ; a new  writ  or- 
dered, Jan.  14,  1730. 

George  Bridges.  Norton  Powlett,  jun. 

Southampton. 

Robert  Eyre, — Made  a commissioner  of  the 
Excise;  a new  writ  ordered,  May  14,  1729. 

Anthony  Henley,  ■ Sir  William  Ileathcote. 

Portsmouth. 

Sir  John  Norris,  Sir  Charles  Wager. 

Yarmouth. 

Maurice  Morgan, — Colonel  in  the  third  regi- 
ment of  guards,  made  lieutenant-governor  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight ; and  anew  writ  being  or-  ' 
dered,  Jan.  25,  1731,  he  was  re-elected,  and  ; 
died  ; a new  writ  ordered,  May  9,  1733. 

Paul  Burrnrd,  Maurice  Buckland. 

Peters  field. 

Norton  Powlett, 

Joseph  Taylor, — Chief  clerk  of  the  hospital  of 
Bridewell,  London. 

William  Fortescue, — Secretary  to  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  as  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  attorney-general  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
made  one  of  his  Majesty’s  counsel  at  law ; 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  May  14, 1730, 
he  was  re-elected. 

George  Huxley, — Made  commissary-general  of 
the  musters ; and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
May  14,  1729,  he  was  re-elected. 

Stoekbridge. 

Martin  Bladen,  John  Chetwynd. 

Newtown. 

Janies  Worsley,  and  Thomas  Holmes, — Both 
not  duly  elected. 

Charles  Arm.  Powlett,— Second  son  of  lord 
William  Powlett. 

Sir  John  Barrington. 

Chmt-Church.  . 

Chnrles  Wither, — Surveyor-general  of  all  his 
Majesty’s  woods;  died,  a new  writ  order- 
ed, Jan.  13, 1732. 

Joseph  Ilinxman, — His  Majesty’s  woodward 
and  keeper  of  underwood  in  New  Forest. 

Philip  Lloyd,— Before  in  this  Parliament  for 
Aylesbury. 

Lymington. 

Lord  Nassau  Hewlett, 

Anthony  Morgan, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered. 
May  7, 1729. 

William  Powlett. 

Whitechurch. 

John  Selwyn, — Groom  of  the  bedchamber  to 
his  Majesty. 

John  Conduit. 


Andover. 

James  Brudenel, — Made  a commissioner  of 
trade  and  plantations ; and  a new  writ  being 
ordered,  May  15,  1730,  he  was  re-electec 
and  made  oue  of  the  grooms  of  his  Majesty’: 


bedchamber ; and  a new  writ  being  ordered 
June  13,  1733,  he  was  re-elected.  ’ 

Chnrles  Collycar,— Succeeded  ’ his  hither  as 
earl  of  Portinore,  his  elder  brother'dying  be- 
fore bis  father;  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan 
13,  1730. 

William  Gaidott. 

Staffobdshibk. 

Sir  Walt.  Wag.  Qagot,  Will.  Levison  Gower. 

Litchfield. 

Walter  Chetwynd,— Made  governor  of  Barba, 
does;  a new  writ  ordered,  Mny'l,  1731. 

Richard  Plummer,  Geo.  Vennb.  Veruon. 

Stafford. 

J.  Gas.  Nightingale, — Son-in-law  to  earl  Per- 


Walter  vise.  Chetwynd. 

Newcastle  under  Line. 

Bapt.  Levison  Gower.  John  Ward. 

1 Tamicctrth. 

William  e.  oflnchiquin, 

Thomas  Willoughby, Voted  duly  elected 

against  Thomas  Abney,  esq.  petitioner. 

, Suffolk. 

Sir  William  Barker, — Died ; a new  writ  or- 
dered, Jan.  13,  1732. 

Sir  Jermyn  Davers,  Sir  Robert  Kemp. 

Sir  William  Thompson, — Made  a baron  of  the 
Exchequer;  a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  16, 
1730. 

Francis  Negus,— Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  11,  1733. 


Philip  Broke. 

Dunaich. 

Sir  George  Downing, 

Thomas  Wyndham, — Auditor  of  the  south  part 
of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster. 

Orjord. 

Dudley  North, — Died  ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  16,  1730. 

Price  Devereux, — Made  his  election  for  the 
county  of  Montgomery. 

Robert  Kemp,  William  Acton. 

Aldborough. 

Will.  Wyndham, Lieutenant-governor  of 

Chelsea  hospital;  died,  anew  writ  ordered, 
April  28,  1780. 

Samuel  Lowe, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  13, 1732. 

George  Purvis, — Captain  in  the  navy. 

Sir  John  Williams. 

Sudbury. 

Carteret  Leatbes, 

John  Knight, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered,  Jan. 
17, 1734. 

Richard  Jackson, — South  Sea  director. 

Eye. 

Stephen  Cornwallis,  John  Cornwallis. 

St.  Edmundslury. 

Thomas  Norton, — Made  lieutenant-governor 
of  Chelsea  hospital ; and  a new  writ  being 
ordered,  May  7,  1730,  he  was  re-elected. 

John  lord  Harvey, — Made  vice-chamberlain  of 
his  Majesty’s  household,  and  anew  writ  being 
ordered,  May  7, 1730,  he  was  re-elected,  and 
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called  up  to  the  House  of  Peers ; a n 
writ  ordered,  June  13,  1738. 

Thomas  Hervey. 


Thomas  Scawen, 

Arthur  Onslow, — Speaker  of  this  and  the  three 
succeeding  Parliaments,  made  treasurer  of 
the  navy  at  the  expiration  of  this  Parlia- 

Southicark. 

Edmund  Halsey, — Died  ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  13,  1730. 

Sir  Joseph  Eyles,  Thomas  Tnwen. 

Blechingly. 

Sir  Orlan.  Bridgman*— A commissioner  of  trade 
and  plantations. 

William  Clayton.  ' 

Ryegate. 

Sir  Joseph  jekyll,  James  Cocks. 

Guilford. 

Arthur  Onslow, — Made  his  election  for  the 
county. 

Henry  Vincent, 

Richard  Onslow, — Colonel  in  the  first  regi- 
ment of  foot  guards,  and  adjutant-general. 

Gatton. 

William  Newland,  Paul  Docmiuique. 

Haslemere. 

James  Oglethorpe, 

Peter  Burrel, — South  Sea  director. 

-Sussex. 

Sir  Spencer  Compton, — Created  lord  Wilming- 
too ; a new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  15|  1728. 

Ilenry  Pelham, — Made  paymaster-general  of 
the'  land  forces;  and  a new  writ  being 
ordered,  May  11,  1730,  he  was  re-elected. 

James  Butler. 

Chichester. 

Charles  Lumley, — One  of  the  grooms  of  the 
bedchamber  to  hisMajesty ; died,  a new 
writ  ordered,  Jan.  21,  1729. 

Lord  William  Beauclerk, — Died,  a new  writ 
ordered,  March  6,  1732. 

Sir  Tho.  Prendergast,  James  Lumley. 

Horsham. 

Charles  Eversfield,  Henry  Ingram. 

Midhurst. 

Alan  vise.  Middleton, — Died ; a new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  21,  1729. 

Bulst.  Peach.  Knight,  Sir  Richard  Mill. 

Lewes. 

Thomas  Pelham, 

Thomas  Pelham, — Of  Stanmere. 

New-  Shoreh  am . 

Sir  Nath.  Gould,— A liank  director;  died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  21,  1729. 

Francis  Chamberlayne, — Died;  a new  wric 
ordered,  Jan.  21,  1729. 

John  Gould,  Samuel  Ongley. 

Bramber. 

Sir  Richard  Gough,— Died ; a new  writ  or- 
dered,  Feb.  23,  1728. 

Joseph  Danvers, 

John  Gumley, — Not  duly  elected. 

James  Hoste,  • .ligrtis^  ,y  ,ho  ,;nivcr 


Steyning. 

William  vise.  Vane,  Thomas  Bladen. 

Eust-Grinstead. 

Henry  vise.  Palmerston, — Chief  remembrancer  , 
of  the  court  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland. 

Richard  vise.  Shannon. 

Arundel. 

Thomas  vise.  Gage, — Not  duly  elected. 

Sir  Johu  Shelley,  John  Lumley. 

Warwickshire. 

William  Peytoe, — Died ; a new  wric  ordered, 
Jan.  22,  1734. 

Edward  Digby.  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt. 

Coventry. 

Sir  Adolph.  Oughton,  John  Neale. 

Warwick. 

Sir  Will.  Keyte,  William  Bromley,  jun. 

W ESTMORELAND. 

Anthony  Lowther,  Daniel  Wilson. 

Appleby. 

John  Ramsden, 

Sackville  Tuftou, — Succeeded  as  earl  of  Tha- 
net ; a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  13, 1730. 
Walter  Pluraer. 

Wiltshire. 

Sir  James  Long, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
March  27,  1729. 

John  Ivory  Talbot,  John  Howe. 

New  Sarvjn. 

Anthony  Duucomhe,  Thomas  Louis. 

Wilton. 

Robert  Herbert, — Commissioner  of  the  re- 
venue in  Ireland. 

Thomas  Martin. 

Downton. 

John  Verney, — Made  chief  justice  of  Chester ; 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  Jan.  17,  1734, 
he  was  re-elected. 

Gyles  Eyre,— Serjeant  at  law,  nnd  recorder  of 
Balb. 

Hindoo. 

George  Ileathcote, 

Townshend  Andrews, — Deputy  paymaster  of 
the  forces. 

Heytesbury. 

Edward  Ashe, 

HoratioTownshend, — Gentleman  of  the  privy- 
chamber,  and  bank  director. 

Westbury. 

John  Hosk.  Gifford,  Francis  Annesley. 

Caine. 

William  Wardour,  WilliamDncket 

Devises. 

Francis  Eyles,  Benj.  Haskin  Style*. 

Chippenham. 

Gabriel  Roberts,— South  Sea  director. 

Rogers  Holland. 

Malmesbury. 

Giles  Earle, — Made  a commissioner  of  the  re- 
venue in  Ireland  ; and  a new  writ  being  or- 
dered, May  27,  1728,  he  was  re-elected. 

Will.  Rawlinson' Earle, — Made  clerk  of  the  de- 
liveries in  the  Ordnance ; and  a new  writ 
being  ordered,  May  11,  1732,  lie  wa«  re- 
in- Hilary  Digitisation  l.'nii 
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Cricklade. 

Christopher  Tilson, — One  of  the  clerks  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sir  Thomas  Read. 

Bedmin. 

George  vise.  Lewisham, — Not  dhly  elected. 
Sir  William  Willys, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
April  21,  1782. 

William  Sloper,  Francis  Seymour. 

Ludgershall. 

Charles  Bonne, — Late  governor  of  Bombay. 
Borlace  Uichm.  Webb. 

Old  Sarum. 

Tho.  earl  of  Londonderry, — Colonel  of  a regi- 
ment of  foot,  made  governor  of  the  Leeward 
Islands;  a new  writ  ordered,  May  14, 1728. 
Thomas  Pitt, — Made  his  election  for  Onk- 
harapton. 

Thomas  Harrison, — Colonel  of  a regiment  of 
foot. 

Matthew  Chitty  St.  Quintin. 

Walton  Basset. 

John  St.  John,  John  Crosse. 

Marlborough. 

Thomas  Gibson,  Edward  Lisle. 

Worcestershire. 

Sir  H.  P.  Packington,  Edmund  Lecbmere. 
Worcester. 

Sir  Richard  Lane,  Samuel  Sandys. 

Droilwich. 

Richard  Foley, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
April  5,  1732. 

Thomas  Wiunington, — Made  a lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty ; and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  May 
14,  1730,  he  was  re-elected. 

Edward  Foley. 

Evesham. 

John  Rudge,  Sir  John  Rushout. 

Betadley, 

William  Crew  Offiey. 


Yorkshire. 

Cholmond.  Turner, 

Sir  Thomas  Wentworth, — Created  lord  Mal- 
ton ; a new  writ  ordered.  May  28,  1728. 

Sir  George  Saville. 

York. 


Sir  William  Milner,  Edward  Thompson. 
Kingston  upon  Hull. 

George  Crowle, — Made  a commissioner  of  the 
Victualling-office;  and  a new  writ  being 
ordered,  Feb.  14,  1733,  he  was  re-elected. 
Jos.  vise.  Micklethwait, — Died,  a new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  24,  1734. 

Henry  Maister. 

Knarcsborough. 

Sir  Henry  Slingsby, 

Richard  Arundel, — Made  surveyor-general  and 
keeper  of  his  Majesty's  private  roads  and 
ways;  and  a new  writ  being  ordered.  May 
4,  1781,  he  was 're-elected . 

Scarborough. 

John  Hungerford, — Died  ; a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  14,  1730. 

Sir  Wm.  Strickland, 

William  Thompson,— »A  commissioner  of  the 

VictapUing^c|.e  • ^ by  the , lniv.en.^.  ;)f 


Rippun. 

Wiljiam  Aislabie, — Son  to  John,  sen. 

William  Aislabie, — Nephew  to  John,  sen. 

Richmond. 

Charles  Bathurst,  and  Sir  Marrn.  Wyvill  — 
Both  not  duly  elected. 

John  York, 

Sir  Conyers  D'Arcy, — Made  comptroller  of 
the  Household,  and  privy  counsellor ; and 
a new  writ  being  ordered.  May  11,  1730 
he  was  re-eiefcted. 

Heydtml 

Henry  Pulteney, — Colonel  of  a regiment  of  I 

William  Pulteney, — Made  cofferer  ofhisMa- 
jesty’s  Household ; and  a new  writ  being 
ordered,  May  27,  1723,  he  was  re-elected. 

Borouglbridgc. 

James  Tyrrel, 

George  Gregory, — Store  keeper  of  the  Ord- 

Mallon. 

War.  Geo.  Westby, — Made  a commissioner  of 
the  Customs ; a new  writ  ordered,  May 
1731. 

Henry  Finch, — Made  receiver  general  and  col- 
lector of  the  revenues  in  the  island  of  Minor- 
ca; and  a new  writ  being  ordered.  May  13, 
1739,  he  was  re-elected. 

Sir  Will.  Wentworth. 

Think. 

Sir  Thomas  Fruukland, — Made  a commissioner  [ 
of  trade  and  plantations;  and  n dew  writ  f 
being  ordered,  May  28,  1728,  he  was  re- 
elected, and  made  a lord  of  the  Admiralty;  I 
and  n new  writ  being  ordered,  May  14,  I 
1730,  he  was  re-elected. 

Thomas  Robihson, — Secretary  to  Horatio  Wal-  J 
pole,  esq.  as  ambassador-extraordinary  to  I 
the  court  of  France. 

Aldhorough. 

Charles  Stanhope, 

William  Jessop, — Made  seepnd  justice  ofChes-  | 
ter ; and  a new  writ  being  ordeied,  Feb.  9j 
25,  1729,  he  was  re-elected. 

Beverly. 

Ellerker  Bradshaw, — Not  duly  elected. 

Charles  Pelham,  Sir  Cburlc's  Hstham.  1 

Northallerton. 

Henry  Peirce, 

Leonard  Smelt, — Made  clerk  of  his  Majesty's  i 
Ordnance,  and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  | 
May  16,  1733,  he  was  re-elected. 

Pontefract. 

Sir  Will.  Lowtlier, 

John  Lowther, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered,  1 
Jan.  14,  1730. 

John  Mordnunt. 

CINQUE  PORTS. 

Hastings.  1 

Thomds  ToWnshend, — Made  his  election  for 
the  University  of  Cambridge. 

Sir  Will.  Ashburnhnui,  . H 

Tho.  Pelham,  jun. — Secretary  to  the  British 
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Dover. 

Jlenry  Furncse,  George  Berkeley. 
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Josiah  Burchet, 

Sir  George  Oxendeu — Made  one  of  the  lords 
of  die  Treasury  at  the  eud  of  this  Parlia- 

Hythe. 

Hercules  Baker, 

Sir  Sam.  Leonard, — Died;  a new  writ  or- 
dered, Feb.  16,  1728. 

William  Glanvillo. 

New-Romncy. 

John  Essington,  and  David  Papillon, — Both 
not  duly  elected. 

Sir  Robert  Furnese, — Made  his  election  for  the 

Sir  Robert  Austen,  David  Papillon. 

Rye. 

John  Norris, — Made  usher  of  the  Custom- 
House  in  the  port  of  London  ; a new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  17,  1733. 

Phillips  Gvbbon,  Matthew  Norris. 

Winckelsea. 

Robert  Bristow, 

John  Scrope, — Made  his  election  for  Bristol. 

Sir  Arthur  Croft, — Made  his  election  for 
Beeralston,  March  5,  1728. 

Peter  Walter. 

Seafood. 

Sir  W.  Gage, 

Sir  Philip  Yorke, — Created  lord  Ilardwicke, 
and  made  lord  chief  justice  of  England ; n 
new  writ  ordered.  Jan.  17,  1734. 

William  Haye. 

WALES. 

Anglesea, 

Hugh  Williams. 

Beaumaris. 

Wat.  Will.  Wynne,— Made  his  election  for  the 
county  of  Denbigh. 

Richard  vise.  Bulkeley. 

BllECO.V. 

W.  Gwyn  Vaughan. 

Brecon  Town. 

Thomas  Morgan. 

Cardigan. 

John  vise.  Lisbume. 

Cardigan  Town. 

Francis  Cornwallis, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  28,  1729. 

Thomas  Powell,  and  Richard  Lloyde, — Double 
return. 

Caermarthen. 

Sir  Nich.  Williams. 

Caermartlien  Town. 

Arthur  BevaU. 

Carnarvon.  , 

John  Griffith. 

Carnarvon  Town. 

Thomas  Wynne. — Clerk  of  the  green  cloth  to 
the  King.  ' 
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Denbigh. 

Wat.  Will.  Wynn. 

Denbigh  Town. 

Robert  Myddelton, — Died ; a new  writ  or- 
dered, April  12,  1733. 

John  Myddelton. 

Fust. 


Gi.amorgan. 

Sir  Charles  Kcmeys. 

Cardiffe  Town. 

Bussy  Mansell. 

Merioneth. 

Richard  Vaughan. 

Montgomert. 

Price  Devereux. 

Montgomery  Town. 

Robert  Williams,  and  William  Corbet,— Dou- 
ble return. 

Pembroke. 

John  Campbell. 

Pembroke  Town- 
William  Owen. 

Havetford  West. 

Erasmus  Philipps. 

Radnor. 

Sir  Hum.  llowartb. 

New  Radnor  Town. 

Thomas  Lewis. 


Sir  Archibald  Grant, — Expelled  the  House  on 
account  of  the  charitable  corporation ; a 
new  writ  ordered,  May  22,  1732. 

Sir  Arthur  Forbes. 

Air. 

Col.  James  Campbell, — Colonel  of  the  regi- 
meut  of  Scots  Greys,  and  groom  of  the  bed- 
, chamber  to  his  Majesty ; only  brother  to 
the  earl  of  Loudoun. 

Argyle. 

Sir  James  Campbell, Commissary  of  tha 

Musters  in  North  Britain. 

Banff. 

William  Dull, — Created  lord  Braco  in  Ireland, 
9 Geo.  2. 

Berwick. 

George  Baillie. 

Bute  and  Caithness. 

Patrick  Dunbar. 

Clackmannan  and  Kinross. 

Colonel  John  Hope. 

Cromartic  and  Nairn. 

Sir  Ken.  Mackenzie, — Died,  a new  writ  or- 
dered, Jan.  22,  1729. 

Sir  George  Mackenzie. 

Dumfries. 

Charles  Areskme. 
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Dunbarton. 

Jolm  Cnmpliell, — Groom  of  tlic  bedchamber 
to  Iiis  Majesty. 

Edinburgh. 

Robert  Dundass. 

Elgin. 

Alexander  Brodie. 

Fife. 

Sir  John  Anstrutber. 

1'orfur, 

Janies 'Scot,  jiin, — Died,  a new  writ  ordered, 
March  23,  1733. 

Robert  Scot. 

Haddington. 

John  Cockbum. 

Inverness. 

James  Grant. 

Kincardine. 

James  Scott,  sen. 

Kircudbright. 

Patrick  Heron. 

Lanark. 

Lord  Arch.  Hamilton, — Made  a lord  of  the 
Admiralty ; and  a new  writ  being  ordered, 
May  13,  1729.be  was  re-elected. 

Linlithgow. 

Alexander  Hamilton, — Secretary  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales  for  Scotland. 

Orkney  and  Shetland. 

Colonel  George  Douglas, — Succeeded  to  the 
title  of  earl  of  Morton ; a new  writ  ordered, 
March  18,  1730. 

Captain  Robert  Douglas. 

Peebles. 

John  Douglas, — Died ; a new  writ  ordered, 
March  21, 1732. 

Sir  James  Nasmyth. 

Perth. 

John  Drummond. 

Renfrew. 

Sir  John  Schaw. 

Ross. 

Lieut  -gen.  Charles  Ross, — Died ; a new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  23, 1733. 

John  Monro. 

Roxburgh. 

Will.  Douglas,  juu. — Made  keeper  of  the.gone- 
ral  register  of  hornings  in  Scotland ; and  a 
new  writ  being  ordered,  May  27,  1728,  life 
was  re-elected. 

Selkirk. 

John  Pringle,  sen. — Made  one  of  the  lords  of 
Session  in  Scotland;  a new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  14,  1730. 

J.  Rutherford,  jpn. — Made  commissary  of  the. 
Commissariot  of  Peebles;  and  a new  w 
being  ordered,  June  13,  1733,  he  was 
elected. 

- Stirling. 

Hen.  Coningham, — Commissary-general  of  the 
Musters  in  Scotland, 

Sutherland. 

Will,  lord  Stratbnaver,— Grandson  and  heir  qf 
the  ear^  of  Sutherland,  whom  he  succeeded 
a new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  22,  1734. 

Wigtoun. 

Col.  William  Dalrymplo. 


Edinburgh  City. 

John  Campbell. 

Bobougus  OF 

Kirkwall,  tfC. 

Col.  Robert  Munro,  jun. 

Forlrose,  Sfc. 

Duncan  Forbes. 

Elgin,  Ifc. 

William  Stuart*— Made  his  election  for  the 
boroughs  of  Air,  &c. 

;ter  Campbell. 

Aberdeen,  $c. 

John  Middleton. 

Forfar,  <$'C. 

John  Drammond. 

Craill,  <§-(•. 

Philip  Anstruthcr, — Colonel  of  a regiment  of 
foot  at  Gibraltar. 

Dysart,  Sfc. 

James  Sinclair. 

I nverkithen,  fyc. 

H.  Cuningham,  jun. — Made  his  election  for 
the  shire  of  Stirling. 

Thomas  Erskine, — Made  captain  of  foot  in  his 
Majesty's  army;  and  a new  writ  heing.or- 
dered,  May  13, 1729,  he  was  re-elected." 

Glasgow,  SfC. 

John  Blackwood, — Not  duly  returned. 

Daniel  Campbell. 

Selkirk,  SfC. 

John  Murray. 

Haddington,  SfC. 

Sir  James  Dalrymple. 

Duntfries,  S,c. 

Archibald  Douglas,  sen. 

Wigtoun,  4'C. 

Will.  Dalrymple, — Made  his  election  for  the 
shire  of  Wigtoun. 

John  Dalrymple. 

Air,  SfC. 

William  Stuart, — Made  paymaster  of  divers 
annual  bounties  and  pensions  in  England  ; 
and  a new  writ  being  ordered,  May  5, 1731, 
he  was  re-elected. 

List  of  the  Sixteen  Peers  of  Scoteand. 
Duke  of  Montrose 
Roxburgh 
Marquis  of  Tweedale 
Earl  of  Sutherland 

Rothes,  (died,  in  1722.)  In 
his  stead 

Finlater  and  Seaficld. 

Buchan 

Haddington 

Loudoun 

Selkirk 

Aberdeen 


Hopetoun 

Delorain* 

Ilia. 
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Arthur  Onslo.o,  esq.  chosen  Speaker.]  The 
Commons  being  returned  to  their  House, 

The  Marquis  of  Uurtington  moved,  “ That 
Arthur  Onslow,  esq.*  do  take  the  Choir  of 
this  House.”  Upon  which 
Sir  William  Strickland  seized  the  present  oc- 
ension  of  bearing  tiis  testimony  of  the  merits  of 
the  worthy  gentleman,  than  recommended,  to 
such,  who  hod  not  sat  with  him  in  Parliament; 
for  to  such  only  could  it  be  necessary  to  say 
any  thing  upon  this  occasion.  That  this  vu- 


* “ January  24.'  The  King  came  yesterday 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  us  to  choose  u 
Speaker,  and  present  hint  on  Saturday ; Mr. 
Onslow  was  chosen  by  the  most  general  con- 
currence that  was  ever  known,  moved  by  lord 
Hnrtingtou  and  seconded  by  sir  William  Strick- 
land. We  had  427  members  in  the  House; 
most  of  them  sincere  and  hearty  friends  and  in 
perfect  good  humour,  and  things  I nm  per- 
suaded will  go  gloriously  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  Majesty  arid  his  friends  abroad ; 1 went 
through  the  park  by  chance,  whert  his  Majesty 
passed  that  way  to  the  House,  and  the  quan- 
tities of  people  wgre  numberless  ; and  the  ac- 
clamations of  joy  the  greatest  that  were  ever 
known;  I must  own  1 never  saw  such  a sight. 
I am  with  the  greatest  affection  and  respect, 
&c."  Horace  Wnlpole  to  the  Earl  of  W aide- 
grave:  Coxe’s  Walpole. 

“ Mr.  Arthur  Otislow  was  chosen  Speaker, 
with  an  unanimity  which  could  only  he  in- 
spired by  that  opinion  of  his  virtue  and  abi- 
lities, which  his  conduct  has  since  so  fully  jus- 
tified in  a longer  series  of  public  and  irrepre- 
bcnsible  service  in  that  station,  than  any  roan 
ever  discharged.”  Tindtd. 

Mr.  Hatsell,  in  his  valuable  hook  of  Prece- 
dents (vol.  3-  p.  vi.),  pays  the  following  tribute 
of  gratitude  and  respect  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  Onslow  : 

“ It  will  be  impossible  to  peruse  a page  of 
the  following  work,  without  observing  the  great 
advantage  that  it  derives  from  the  Notes  and 
Observations  of  Mr.  Onslow,  the  lato  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  huve  been 
very  obligingly  communicated  upon  this  occa- 
sion by  his  son,  the  present  lord  Onslow. 

“ It  would  be  impertinent  in  the  Editor  of 
this  collection  to  suppose,  that  any  thing,  which 
he  can  say,  will  add  to  the  reputation  of  a cha- 
racter so  truly  eminent  as  that  of  Mr.  Onslow  ; 
but,  as  it  was  under  the  patronage,  and  from 
the  instructions  of  that  excellent  man,  that  he 
learnt  the  first  rudiments  of  bis  Parliamentary 
knowledge;  and,  when  Mr.  Onslow  retired 
from  a public  station,  as  it  was  permitted  to 
the  Compiler  ol  this  work,  to  visit  him  in  that 
retirement,  and  to  hear  those  observations  on 
the  law  and  constitution  .of  this  government, 
which,  particularly  in  the  company  of  young 
persons,  Mr.  Onslow  was  fond  of  communi- 
cating, be  n.ay  be  perhaps  be  allowed  to  in- 
dulge himseW"fe‘ 


—Arthur  Onslow,  esq.  chosen  Speaker.  [630 
cancy  had  been  twice  supplied  from  his  family," 
with  great  Jiouour,  and,  when  the  duty  of  the 
Chair  came  to  he  considered,  he  doubted  not 
but  all  the  qualifications,  necessary  for  an  exact 
performance  of  it,  would  be  found  in  him : A 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  orders  and  methods 
of  Parliament ; a clearness,  and  readiness,  in 
delivering  opinions  in  matters  of  the  greatest  in- 
tricacy ; and,  above  all,  an  unshaken  zeal  in 
the  service  of  the  kingdom,  and  an  impartiality 
in  judging  on  all  occasions  : And  who  had  sat 
with  him  in  the  last  Parliaments,  without  ob- 


those  virtues  which  distinguished  that  respecta- 
ble character,  and  in  endeavouring  to  point 
them  out  as  patterns  of  imitation  to  oil  who 
wish  to  tread  in  his  steps.  Superadded  to  his 
great  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  history  of 
this  country,  and  of  the  minuter  forms  and  pro- 
ceedings ol  Parliament,  the  distinguishing  fea- 
ture of  Mr.  Onslow’s  public  character  was,  a 
regard  and  veneration  for  the  British  constitu- 
tion, ns  it  was  declared  and  establsihed  at  the 
Kevolution.  This  was  the  favourite  topic  of 
his  discourse : and  it  appeared,  from  the  uni- 
form tenor  of  his  conduct  through  life,  that  to 
maintain  this  pure  and  inviolate,  was  the  ob« 
ject  at  which  he  always  aimed.  In  private 
life,  though  he  held  the  office  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  for  above  three  and  thirty 
years,  and  during  part  of  that  time  eujoyed 
the  lucrative  employment  of  Treasurer  of  the 
Navy,  it  is  un  anecdote  perfectly  well-known, 
that,  on  his  quitting  the  chair  in  1761,  his 
income  from  his  private  fortune,  which  had 
always  been  inconsiderable,  was  rather  lets 
than  it  hud  been  in  1737,  when  he  was  fitf-C 
elected' into  it. 

“ These  two  circumstances  in  Mr.  Onslow’s 
character,  are  of  themselves  sufficient  to  render 
the  memory  of  that  character . revered  and  re- 
spected by  all  the  world;  but  the  recollection 
of  them  is"  peculiarly  pleasant  to  the  editor  of 
this  work  ; who,  amongst  the  many  fortunate 
events  that  have  attended  him  through  life, 
thinks  this  one  of  the  most  considerable,  that, 
in  a very  early  period  of  it,  he  was  introduced 
and  placed  under  the  immediate  patronage  of 
so  respectable  a inah ; from  whose  instruc- 
tions, and  by  whose  example,  he  was  confirmed 
iu  a sincere  love  and  reverence  for  those  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  which  form  the  basis 
of  ibis  free  government ; the  strict  observance 
of,  and  adherence  to  which  principles,  ns  well 
nfl  the  part  of  the  crown  ns  of  the  people,  can 
alone  maintain  this  country  in  the  enjoyment 
of  those  invaluable  blessings,  which  have  de- 
servedly drawn  this  eulogium  from  the  best- 
informed  writers  of  every  nation  in  Europe, 
‘ That  ns  this  is  the  ooly  constitution  which, 

* from  the  earliest  history  of  mankind,  lias  had 
« for  its  direct  object  “ Political  Freedom ;”  so 

* there  i3  none  other  in  which  the  laws  are  so 
‘ well  calculated  to  secure  and  defend  the  life, 
‘ the  property,  and  the  personal  liberty  of 
‘ every  individual.’  ” 

* ot  wdovch  'Of  ip.  744. 
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serving,  bow  exactly  lie  bad  appeared  to  be 
versed  in  the  orders  and  methods  of  proceed- 
ing, with  what  seal  for  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  with  what  strength  and  perspicuity, 
lie  had  debated,  and  how  impartially  he  had 
acted  in  all  the  important  affairs  then  in  agita- 
tion? That  these  were  the  qualifications,  which 
so  eminently  pointed  him  out  a most  worthy  suc- 
cessor to  the  noble  person,  who  last,  and  for  so 
many  years,  filled  tne  Chair  with  so  great  dig- 
nity : and  that,  thus  qualified,  he  hoped,  from 
the  duty  the  worthy  person  owed  his  country, 
nod  from  the  zeal  he  bad  always  shewn  for  the 
service  of  it,  that  he  would  not  decline  any 
service  the  Iionse  might  require  from  him,  how 
difficult  and  painful  soever  it  might  appear ; 
and  that  he  should  be  excused  for  the  share  he 
had  taken  in  this  matter,  since,  he  assured  him, 
it  proceeded  from  a full  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  what  he  said,  and,  of  consequence, 
from  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  House,  and  his 
country:  That  he  forbore  adding  more  to  what 
he  had  said;  not  doubling  other  gentlemen’s 
impatience  to  be  as  great  as  bis  to  call  to  the 
Chair  the  worthy  person  named ; and  there- 
fore concluded,  by  seconding  the  motion  that 
Arthur  Onslow,  esq.  do  take  the  Chair  of  this 
House,  as  Speaker. 

• And  the  House  calling  upon  Mr.  Onslow  to 
the  Chair ; he  stood  up  in  his  place,  and  said, 

“ Mr.  Stables, 

“ I am  very  sensible  how  great  an  honour  I 
receive,  in  the  noble  lord  and  the  worthy  gen- 
tleman thinking  me  in  any  degree  qualified  for 
that  high  station,  the  filling  of  which  is  now  the 
subject  of  our  consideration.  Their  motion  to 
the  House,  Sir,  will  be  the  glory  of  my  life ; 
but,  to  make  it  so,  it  must  stop  here,  lest  my 
having  the  execution  of  this  office  should  lose 
me  that  credit  which  their  recommendation 
will  otherwise  give  me ; an  office,  Sir,  that  all, 
who  have  been  chosen  to,  liBve  not  succeeded 
in : the  greatest  men  have  tried  their  abilities 
there,  and  some,  who  have  been  esteemed  such 
before,  it  is  said,  have  found  this  eminence  too 
high  for  them  : nay,  Sir,  even  speeches  of  dis-  j 
ability,  having  become  a custom  and  a fashion 
on  these  occasions,  and  should  thpy  be  thought 
only  such,  shew  the  sense  of  mankind  in  all 
times  as  to  the  hazard  of  this  undertaking.  But 
that,  which  most  increases  my  dread,  is,  the 
difficulty,  the  example  of  the  great  person  who 
resided  last  among  us,  has  left  upon  the  be- 
aviour  of  his  successor.  What  then,  Sir,  must 
the  terrors  of  my  mind  be,  under  the  appre- 
hension of  being  raised  to  this  dangerous 
height,  when  surely  no  one,  who  ever  came 
there,  hut  gave  fairer  hopes  of  well  performing 
his  duty,  than  it  is  possible  for  me  to  do?  Who, 
Sir,  (of  late  ages  at  least)  has  been  called  to 
this  promotion  at  the  end  of  so  short  a service 
in  the  House,  as  mine  has  been  ? and  who  has 
had  it  to  say  in  any  age,  that  his  knowledge  of 
the  business  of  Parliament  was  not  greater  than 
what  I have  acquired  ? I should  also  urge  my 
want  of  years,  would  not  that  be  an  argument 
against  some  gentlemen  here,  whose  great  qua- 


lifications might  long  ago  have  recommended 
them  to  this  charge,  and  whom,  among  others, 
I wish  my  honourable  friends  had  rather 
thought  of,  than  the  person  they  have  now 
named.  Many,  Sir,  and  great,  are  my  other 
inabilities  for  the  discharge  of  this  important 
trust;  needless  for  me  to  mention,  where  there 
are  so  many  witnesses  of  them,  and  who,  I am 
satisfied,  Sir,  wili  join  with  me  in  beseeching 
the  noble  lord  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  recede  from  the  motion  they  have  made, 
and  by  that  to  make  way  for  nnother,  which 
will  be  more  for  the  credit  and  benefit  of  the 

But  the  House  again  calling  upon  Mr.  Onslow 
to  the  chair;  he  was  taken  out  of  his  place  by 
the  lord  marquis  of  Harrington  and  sir  William 
Strickland,  who  led  him  from  the  bar  of  the 
House  up  to  the  chair ; where  (upon  the  first 
step  to  the  chair)  he  said, 

“ I hope,  before  I go  any  further,  gentlemen 
will  re-consider  what  they  have  done,  and  stiffer 
me  to  return  to  ray  place,  in  order  to  the  making 
choice  of  another  person  more  fit  for  this.” 

But  the  Members  cried,  “ No,  no.” 
Whereupon  Mr.  Onslow  ascended  the  upper 
step:  aiid  standing  there,  said, 

“ Since  Gentlemen  will  not  receive  the  rea- 
sohs  I have  offered,  for  my  not  being  brought 
hither,  I am  to  return  (which  I do)  my  humblest 
thanks  to,  the  House  for  the  great  honour, 
which  has  this  day  been  done  me  ; but  I hope, 
I shall  have  the  leave  of  gentlemen  to  submit 
my  inabilities  to  his  Majesty,  and  to  implore 
his  gracious  permission  for  the  House  to  make 
another,  which  I am  sure  must  be  a better, 
choice.” 

The  House  cried,  “ No,  no.” 

And  thereupon  he  sat  down  in  tliechair;  and 
then  then  the  Mace(which  before  lay  under  the 
table)  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Speaker’s  Speech  on  being  presented  and 
approved  of.]  January  27.  The  King,  being 
seated  on  his  royal  throne,  adorned  with  his 
crown  and  regal  ornaments,  and  attended  with 
his  officers  of  state;  the  Lords  being  also  in 
their  robes  commanded  the  gentleman  usher 
of  the  black  rod  to  let  the  Commons  know,  “ It 
is  his  Majesty’s  pleasure,  they  attend  him  im- 
mediately, in  this  House.”  Who  being  come; 
Mr.  Onslow  said, 

“ May  it  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 
“ The  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parlia- 
ment assembled,  having  received  your  Majesty's 
commands  to  make  Choice  of  one  of  their  mem- 
bers to  he  presented  to  your  Majesty  for  their 
Speaker,  have,  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  ac- 
cording to  their  ancient  right,  proceeded  to  ail 
election ; nnd  their  choice,  Sir,  is  fallen  on 
me,  for  that  important  trust ; but  how  proper 
a choice,  is  now  with  your  Majesty  to  judge ; 
and  happy,  Sir,  is  it  for  your  Commons,  tlmt 
your  Majesty’s  disapprobation  will  give  them 
nn  opportunity  to  re-consider  whnt  they  have 
done,  nnd  to  make  another  election,  more 
^vorjffi)riof^&^^TO^of^pur.Ifln]^_iy’sappr<>va*' 
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nnil  that  your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  shew  this  indulgence  to  your  fnithful  Com- 
mons, nm  I,  Sir,  an  humble  suitor  to  you,  for 
their  sakes  and  iny  own,  that  their  debates,  the 
I order,  the  decorum,  and  the  dignity  of  their 
' assembly,  and  thereby  the  great  affairs  of  the 
kingdom,  may  not  suffer  thiough  my  inabilities; 
nor  1 sink  under  the  weight  of  so  unequal  n 
burthen,  but  to  he  left  to  perform  my  duty  to 
your  Majesty  and  the  public,  in  a way  more 
suited  to  my  capacity.  But  what,  Sir,  above 
all  renders  me  most  improper  for  this  high  sta- 
tion, and  creates  the  greatest  dread  on  my 
mind,  is  my  unfitness  to  approach  your  sacred 
person,  and  to  represent  your  Commons  as  they 
ought  ever  to  appear  before  the  Majesty  of  their 
Sovereign. 

“ It  is,  Sir,  for  these  reasons,  that  I once 
more  crave  leave  to  implore  your  Majesty’s 
goodness,  to  command  your  Commons  to  do 
what  they  can  very  easily  perform;  to  make 
choice  of  another  person,  more  proper  for 
them  to  .present  to  your  Mnjcsty  on  this  great 
occasion.’’ 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  receiving  directions 
from  his  Majesty,  said, 

“ Mr.  Onslow, 

1 “lam  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  ac- 

I quaint  you,  that  he  well  approves  of  the  decent 
and  modest  manner  of  excusing  yourself : but 
doth  not  admit  the  excuse;  for,  being  perfectly 
satisfied  with  tbechoice  the  Uouse  of  Commons 
have  made,  his  Majesty  does  allow  and  confirm 
you  to  be  their  Speaker.” 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  said, 

I “ Your  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  ap- 
I prove  the  Choice  your  Commons  have  made, 
is  a command  upon  me,  and  makes  it  my  duty 
to  submit.  1 do,  therefore.  Sir,  with  all  thank- 
fulness, acknowledge  your  Majesty's  grace,  in 
conferring  this  undeserved  honour  upon  me; 
and  do  here  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty 
i of  my  best  endeavours  to  discharge,  if  I cannot 
with’ ability,  yet  with  impartiality  and  uprigbt- 
I ness  of  heart,  this  great  trust,  which  the  Com- 
mons have  committed  to  me,  and  which  has 
now  received  your  royal  confirmation.  And 
for  my  encouragement  herein,  permit  me, 
great  Sir,  to  beseech  your  Majesty's  pardon  on 
my  failings  and  infirmities;  at  least,  that  your 
| Majesty  will  not  impute  them  in  any  wise  to 

Cur  faithful  Commons.  And,  that  they  may 
the  better  enabled  to  do  their  duty  to  your 
Majesty  and  their  country,  I do,  in  their  name, 
and  on  their  behalf,  by  humble  petition  to  your 
Miyesty,  lay  claim  to  all  tbeir  ancient  Rights 
ana  Privileges : particularly,  ‘ That  tbeir  per- 
‘ sons,  their  servants,  and  their  estates,  may  be 
‘ free  from  arrests  and  all  molestations : That 
‘ 'bey  may  enjoy  freedom  of  speech,  for  the 
1 better  management  of  tbeir  debates;  and  have 
‘ liberty  of  access  to  your  royal  person,  when 
| ‘ occasion  shall  require  it.  And  that  all  their 

* proceedings  may  receive  from  your  Majesty 
‘ ^ m°«  ftTOlHR^lpn^MtiRtfiklqaVy'  the  IJnivcrsi 


The  Lord  Chancellor,  by  bis  Majesty’s  fur- 
ther commands,  said, 

“ Mr.  Speaker, 

“ llis  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  grant 
to  the  House  of  Commons  all  the  privileges  yon 
have  asked  in  their  name,  in  the  most  full, 
ample,  and  beneficial  manner,  they  have  been 
at  any  time  granted  or  allowed  by  any  of  Ids 
royal  predecessors;  and  as  to  yourself,  his  Ma- 
jesty is  so  entirely  satisfied  of  your  dutiful  affec- 
tion to  his  service,  that  lie  will,  on  all  occasions, 
make  the  best  and  most  favourable  construc- 
tion of  all  your  words  and  actions,  in  the  exe- 
cution and  performance  of  this  great  trust,  os 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons." 

The  King's  Speech  on  Opening  the  Session .] 
Then  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  speak  as  fol- 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ It  is  a great  satisfaction  to  me,  that,  at  the 
meeting  the  first  parliament  summoned  nnd 
convened  by  my  authority,  I am  able  to  give 
you  hopes  of  seeing  the  public  peace  and  tran- 
quillity very  soon  restored.  I very  much  wish- 
ed that  the  first  period  of  my  reign  might  have 
been  distinguished  by  putting  an  immediate 
end  to  the  troubles  and  disorders  of  Europe, 
by  a reduction  of  some  part  of  my  forces,  a di- 
minution of  taxes,  and  all  the  happy  conse- 
quences of  an  honourable  and  established 
peace,  to  which  my  endeavours  have  in  no 
manner  been  wanting,  as  far  as  was  consistent 
with  maintaining  the  possessions,  rights,  and 
privileges,  of  my  kingdom  ; and,  I promise 
myself,  not  without  great  probability  of  suc- 

“ lam  very  sensible  of  the  disagreeable  and 
uneasy  situation  in  which  our  affairs  have 
been  for  some  time  ; and  have  been  extremely 
concerned  to  see  many  of  the  inconveniencies 
of  a war  attending  us,  without  any  opportunity 
of  resenting  the  injuries  we  sustained,  or  gain- 
ing of.ili'ise  advantages  in  return,  which  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  so  just  a cause,  and  the 
success  of  our  arms,  might  probably  have  se- 
cured to  us. 

“ But  you  are  sufficiently  apprized  that  Pre- 
liminary Articles  for  a general  pacification 
were  some  time  ago  signed  and  accepted  by 
the  contracting  parties  on  both  sides ; and  al- 
though the  ratifications  of  them  had  been  ex- 
changed bv  me  and  my  allies  with  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  The  good  effects  expecced  from  them 
were  retarded  by  the  refusal  on  the  part  of 
Spaiu  to  execute  some  of  the  most  material 
poiuts  contained  in  them,  nnd  by  endeavours  to 
alter  and  explain  some  articles  in  such  a man- 
ner ns  immediately  affected  the  possessions 
and  thejust  rights  of  my  kingdom.  I therefore 
jointly  with  my  allies,  declined  exchanging  the 
ratifications  of  the  preliminaries  with  the  court 
of  Spain  ; and  rejected  all  such  propositions 
as  were  detrimental  and  injurious  to  my  ho- 
nour, and  ilie  interest  of  my  people. 
y were  ua- 
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avoidably  carried  into  a tedious  length  ; which 
I endured  with  the  greater  patience,  from  an 
earnest  desire  to  procure  to  my  subjects  a safe 
and  honourable  peace,  and  to  see  the  tranquil- 
lity of  Europe  preserved  and  settled  upon  a 
solid  and  lasting  foundation : during  which 
time,  I received  from  the  most  Christian  King 
and  the  States  General  the  greatest  proofs  of 
iheir  sincerity,  and  a renewal  of  the  strongest 
assurances  imaginable,  that  they  would  effec- 
tually make  good  all  their  engagements  in  sup- 
port of  the  common  cause,  and  of  our  mutual 
interests  ; and  I am  very  glad  that  I can  ac- 
quaint you,  that  our  joint  endeavours  have  had 
so  good  an  effect,  that  by  the  last  advices  from 
abroad,  I have  great  reason  to  hope  that  the 
difficulties,  which  have  hitherto  retarded  the 
execution  of  the  preliminaries  and  the  opening 
of  the  Congress,  will  soon  be  entirely  removed. 

“ However,  it  will  in  the  mean  time  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  continue,  as  our  allies  have 
already  resolved  to  do,  the  preparations  which 
have  hitherto  been  our  security,  and  prevented 
an  open  rupture  in  Europe,  that  we  may  not 
at  once  lose  all  the  advantages  which  our  for- 
mer expences  and  vigour  have  so  nearly  pro- 
cured, by  not  being  in  a condition,  if  that  ne- 
cessity should  unexpectedly  be  brought  upon 
us,  to  vindicate  our  honour,  and  assert  our 
rights  : and  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  my 
first  care  shall  be,  to  reduce,  from  time  to 
time,  the  expence  of  the  public,  as  often  and 
as  soon  as  tbe  interest  and  safety  of  my  people 

“Tile  Preliminary  Articles,  and  such  other 
Treaties  and  Conventions  as  have  not  yet  been 
communicated  to  Parliament,  and  winch  may 
without  manifest  prejudice  be  exposed  to  public 
view,  shall  be  laid  before  you. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 

“ I have  given  orders  to  the  proper  officers, 
to  prepare  and  lay  before  you  Estimates  of 
the  Expences  for  the  service  of~the  current 
year  ; and  you  may  be  assured,  that  the  Sup- 
plies, which  I find  myself  obliged  to  demand 
of  you,  shall  as  certainly,  as  they  do  exceed  my 
wishes  and  inclinations,  be  employed  solely 
for  the  interest  and  security  of  the  nation  ; and 
I make  no  doubt,  but  that  if  any  method  can 
be  found  out  for  raising  the  necessary  supplies, 
less  grievous  to  my  people  than  another,  that 
will  have  the  preference  in  all  your  delibera- 

“ I think  myself  obliged  to  recommend  to 
you  a consideration  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  I should  look  upon  it  as  agreat  happiness, 
if,  at  the  beginning  of  my  reign,  I could  see 
the  foundation  laid  of  so  great  and  necessary  a 
work  as  the  Increase  and  Encouragement  of 
our  Seamen  in  general,  that  they  may  be  in- 
vited, rather  than  compelled  by  force  and  vio- 
lence, to  enter  into  the  service  of  their  country, 
as  often  as  occasion  shall  require  it ; a consi- 
deration worthy  of  the  representatives  of  a 
people  great  and  flourishing  in  trade  and  navi- 
gation. 

“ Thi»i<m4s( 
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of  Greenwich  Hospital,  that  care  may  be  taken 
by  some  addition  to  that  Fund,  to  render  conn 
fortabio  arid  effectual  that  charitable  provision 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  our  Sea- 
men, worn  out  and  become  decrepit  by  age  and 
infirmities.in  the  service  of  their  country. 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ As  I hare  great  hopes  that  a general  paci- 
fication will  be  now  ohtainedrby  a speedy  exe- 
cution of  the  Preliminaries ; I am  satisfied 
that  nothing  will  more  effectually  contribute  to, 
and  secure,  this  desirable  end,  than  such  an 
unanimity,  real,  and  dispatch  of  the  public  bu- 
siness in  this  parliament,  as  may  convince  the 
world,  that  none  among  you  are  capable,  out 
of  any  views  or  considerations  whatsoever,  to 
wish  the  distress  of  their  country,  or  to  eive  an 
occasion,  from  the  prospect  of  difficulties  that 
may  arise,  and  be  fomented  here  at  home,  to 
interrupt  or  disappoint  onr  present  promising 
expectations  : this  it  is  in  your  power  to  defeat; 
and  this  I depend  upori,  from  your  known  zeal 
and  affection  to  my  person  and  government, 
and  your  hearty  concern  for  the  interest  and 
welfare  of  my  people.”  * 

Which  being  ended;  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  retire  ; and  the  Commons  withdrew. 

The  Lords’  Address  of  Thanks.]  The  Lords 
unanimously  voted  an  Address  of  Thanks, 
which,  on  live  29th,  was  presented  as  follows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
arliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
lajesty  the  humble  Thanks  of  this  House,  for 
your  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne, 
and  to  congratulate  your  Majesty  upon  the  great 
hopes  you  have  been  pleased  to  communicate 
to  us,  of  seeing  the  public  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity very  soon  restored. 

“ These,  we  must  humbly  acknowledge,  are 
the  happy  consequences  of  that  spirit  and  re- 
solution, with  which  your  Majesty  has  asserted 
your  rights  as  Sovereign  of  this  kingdom,  tem- 
pered with  a noble  sclt-denial  of  all  the  success 
and  gliAy  that  might  attend'  your  Majesty’* 
arms,  in  the  prosecution  of  a just  and  necessary- 
war,  when  put  in  balance  with  the  ease,  quiet, 
and  prosperity  of  your  subjects.  It  is  a dis- 
position of  mind  truly  great  in  your  Majesty,  a 
Prince  so  early  initiated  in  thefert  of  war,  and 
formed  by  nature  for  the  greatest  military 
achievements,  to  choose  rather  to  procure  peace 
for  your  subjects,  than  to  lead  them  to  victo- 
ries; and  to  adorn  your  reign  with  the  sincere 
and  grateful  acclamations  of  a happy  people, 
rather  than  the  splendour  of  triumphs. 

“ Your  Majesty’s  tender  and  indulgent  care 
for  the  welfare  of  your  kingdoms,  has  induced 
you  to  express  so  land  and  affectiouate  a con- 

* “This  Speech,  which  was,  in  general, 
looked  upon  as  what  the  public  called  an  ho- 
nest one,  and  was  acknowledged  to  be  very 
little  dashed  with  ministerial  brewage,  bad  » 
syef?:S99^iefe’y  I^Mltn  Unit 
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cern  for  the  late  disagreeable  situation  of  af- 
, fairs,  tbougli  occasioned  .by  mere  necessity 
which  no  human  prudence  could  have  pre- 
vented: Dut  whatever  inconveniences  bnve 

happened,  they  fnll  light  upon  us,  when  we  ob- 
serve, that  your  Majesty,  ns  n true  father,  of 
vour  country,  feels  every  uneasiness  your  sub- 
jects suffer : and  as  your  Majesty  has  justly 
rejected  all  propositions,  that  were  detrimental 
or  injurious  to  your  honour,  and  the  interest 
of  your  people,  we  canuot  doubt  but  your  Ma- 
jesty's endeavours,  in  conjunction  with  your  al- 
lies, to  put  an  end  to  the  troubles  and  disor- 
ders of  Europe,  will  soon  have  the  desired  suc- 

“ The  nature  of  such  negotiations  could  not 
1 but  carry  them  into  that  length  your  Majesty 
is  graciously  pleased  to  regret,  and  the  patience 
I your  Majesty  has  had,  solely  from  on  earnest 
desire'  to  procure  to  your  subjects  a safe  and 
honourable  peace,  must  in  duty  and  gratitude 
animate  the  whole  nation  with  the  most  steady 
seal,  to  exert  itself  in  vindicating  your  Majes- 
i ty’s  honour,  aud  defending  the.  rights  of  your 
crown.  If  contrary  to  expectation,  the  day 
should  come,  when  the  safety  of  your  people 
shall  require  stronger  remedies  than  negocia- 
I tions;  we  shall  most  cheerfully  in  that  case, 
under  God,  depend  upon  yourMajesty’s  valour 
and  conduct. 

“ We  therefore  humbly  concur  in  opinion 
with  your  Majesty,  of  the  absolute  necessity  of 
supporting  your  Allies,  and  promoting  the  mu- 
tual fidelity,  which  we,  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction, observe  between  your  Majesty  and 
them,  by  continuing  the  preparations  that  have 
hrought  us  to  so  near  a prospect  of  peace;  that 
your  Majesty,  however  unwilling,  may  not  be 
unable  to  defend  by  force  those  rights,  which 
we  are  persuaded  will  be  maintained  by  amica- 
ble measures. 

“ The  gracious  assurances  from  your  Majesty 
of  your  desire  to  reduce  the  Public  Expence, 

1 and  the  full  conviction  we  have,  that  it  will  be 
managed  with  the  utmost  care  and  frugality, 
lay  the  greatest  obligations  upon  us  to  do  all 
in  our  power,  to  support  tho  prudent  and  ne- 
cessary measures  your  Majesty  so  steadily  per- 
severes in,  for  establishing  a solid  and  lasting 
peace. 

“ Your  Majesty's  condescension  in  acquaint- 
ing yoar  parliament,  that  the  Preliminary  Arti- 
cles, aud  such  other  treaties  and  conventions, 
which,  without  manifest  prejudice,  may  he  ex- 
posed to  public  view,  shall  be  laid  before  us, 
is  anticipating  all  we  could  reasonably  ask  of 
your  Majesty  in  the.present  conjuncture.  , 

“ We  have  a fresh  instance  of  your  Majesty’s 
early  application  to  prosecute  the  real  interest 
and  peculiar  advantage  of  this  kingdom,  by 
your  heiug  graciously  pleased  to  recommend  to 
us  so  important  a work,  as  that  of  the  increase 
and  encouragement  of  ourscamen.  Theweight 
which  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  has  so 
lately  and  visibly  had,  in  asserting  the  honour 
of  your  Mujesty's  arowu,  and  the  rights  and 

possessions  o^o^coun^ 


our  minds,  for  us  not  to  enter  with  the  greatest 
willingness  on  a deliberation  so  useful  and  ne- 
cessary, that  they  may  be  invited  into  the  ser- 
vice, by  means  more  suitable  to  the  known  lio- 
manity  and  tenderness  of  the  Prince  they  are 
to  serve,  and  to  those  liberties  they  arc.  to  en- 
joy as  well  as  defend,  than  the  methods  hitherto 
used  of  compulsion. 

“We  cannot  give  better  proofs  of  our  duty 
to  your  Majesty,  and  love  of  our  country,  than 
by  our  unanimity,  xeal,  and  dispatch  of  the 
public  business ; and  we  hope  this  parliament 
will  convince  the  world,  that  none  of  your  sub- 
jects are  so  weary  of  their  own  happiness,  ns 
out  of  envy  or  malice  to  wish  a public  distress, 
or  to  foment  difficulties  at  home,  in  order  to 
interrupt  our  present  promising  expectations : 
We  should  look  on  such  as  incendiaries,  un- 
worthy of  the  name  of  Britons ; they  would  he 
detested  at  home,  and  despised  abroad,  even 
by  those  whose  cause  they  would  serve.  The 
just  indignation  such  an  unnatural  temper 
would  raise  in  the  hearts  of  ali  your  faithful 
subjects,  would  necessarily  incite  them  to  the 
greater  real  for  your  Majesty’s  service,  and 
support  of  your  government,  upon  which  our 
happy  prospect  of  peace  and  prosperity  does 
depend  : and  as  we  are  deeply  sensible  of  the 
happiness  we  enjoy  under  the  best  of  govern- 
ments, administered  by  the  best  of  kings,  we 
will  shew  that  we  know  how  to  set  a just  value 
on  those  blessings,  by  admitting  no  other  con- 
tention amongst  us,  but  who  shall  be  most  ac- 
tive and  zealous  in  preserving  them,  and  in  pro- 
moting the  public  felicity,  by  rendering  your 
Majesty's  reign  as  easy  and  glorious  to  your- 
self, as  it  is  happy  aud  advantageous  to  your 
people." 

The  King's  Answer .]  His  Majesty’s  Answer 
was  as  follows : 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ I thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful  and  affec- 
tionate Address,  which  cannot  fail' of  having'  a 
good  effect  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Tho 
welfare  and  happiness  of  my  people  shall  al- 
ways take  place  with  me  of  all  other  consider- 
ations ; and  you  may  be  assured  that  the  con- 
fidence you  put  in  me,  shall  not  be  made  use  of 
to  any  other  purposes,  but  for  the  safety,  inte- 
rest, and  honour  of  the  nation.” 

The  Command  Address  of  Thunks."]  Jan.  SI. 
The  Spenker  reported  his  Majesty's  Speech  to 
both  Houses ; upon  which  the  lord  llervey, 
member  for  Bury,  moved  an  Address  of  Thanks 
to  his  Majesty,  which  being  seconded,  a Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Address  to 
his  Majesty  upon  the  said  Resolution:  which 
was  agreed  to  ;•  and  the  said  Address  pre~ 


• “ February  3.  In  the  House  of  Commons 
Mr.-  Shippen  would  have  made  an  nmeudmehc 
after  the  words,  ‘ the  disagreeable  and  uucer- 
• tain  situation  of  alfairs,’  by  adding  these  fol- 
lowing, ‘at  his  Majesty’s  accession  to  the 
‘ thron^’mwhicl^  .were  ^tepded  a^  a reflocuoa 
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scntcd  on  the  2nd  of  February  as  fol- 
lows : 

“ Most  Grniions  Sovereign, 

“ Wc  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  our 
humblest  Thants  for  your  Majesty’s  most  gra- 
cious Speech  from  the  Throne ; and  to  ac- 
knowledge, in  the  most  dutiful  and  grateful 
manner,  the  tender  and  affectionate  concern 
your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  express,  for 
the  many  inconveniences  that  have  arisen  from 
the  late  "disagreeable  and  unsettled  state  of  the 
affairs  of  Europe. 

“ We  are  sensible  of  the  unwearied  and  un- 
interrupted care  with  which  your  Majesty,  ever 
since  we  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  your 
reign,  hss  laboured  to  put  an  end  to  the  dis- 
putes, and  restore  the  trnnquillity  of  Europe ; 
of  the  desire  you  have  had  to  Tree  your  people 
from  all  the  burthens  occasioned  by  impending 
war,  and  to  procure  to  them  all  the  happy  con- 
sequences of  a safe,  honourable,  and  established 
peace ; and  we  think  it  as  impossible  that  any 
difficulties  should  arise,  to  prevent  us  feeling 
the  good  effects  to  be  expected  from  your  pru- 
pencc,  ns  it  is  for  any  event  to  make  us  forget 
the  marks  we  have  already  received  of  your  af- 
fection. 

“ The  Iirtnnes3  your  Majesty  lias  shewn  in 
absolutely  refusing  to  admit  of  any  explana- 
tions of  preliminaries,  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour,  or  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  this  na- 


on  his  late  Majesty  and  his  ministers;  and 
thence  he  took  occasion  to  launch  out  into 
many  invectives,  and  among  other  things,  taxed 
flur  squadrons  with  being  useless  and  insignifi- 
cant, for  that  we  might  have  rifled  the  galleons 
nt  Carthugena,  and  plundered  Porlobello ; and 
have  had  those  riches  in  our  hands  to  dispute 
with  the  Spaniards,  &c.  Sir  W.  Wyndhara 
seconded  him,  mid  added  that  by  our  languid 
and  lifeless  way  of  proceeding,  we  did  no  more 
than  remove  the  negotiations  from  Paris  and 
Madrid  to  Cnmbray,  and  that  he  could  not  See 
'by  this  slow  method,  that  we  were  any  thing 
near  getting  out  of  our  difficulties.  But  these 
declamations  were  received  so  ill  by  the  House, 
and  raised  so  much  indignation,  that  the  oppo- 
site party  had  not  the  courage  to  offer  at  any 
division,  so  that  your  lordship  may  be  assured 
that  the  opening  of  this  Parliament  has  been 
most  auspicious  for  tho  King  and  his  affairs, 
and  there  is  no  question  but  it  will  continue  so: 
only  your  lordship  will  observe,  nnd  my  lord 
■thinks  yon  may  well  take  notice  of  it  to  the 
Cardinul,  that  instead  of  the  vivacities  some 
take  os  to  have,  how  the  King’s  ministers  are 
accused  of  languidness  and  want  of  spirit.  And 
ns  sir  William  Wyndlmm  is  an  intimate  friend 
of'  lord  Bolingbroke's,  my  lord  believes  that 
they  pass  with  him  too  as  not  having  vivacity 
enough.  I hope  this  will  encourage  your  lord- 
ship  nnd  all  cur  friends.”— George  Tilson 
(under  Secretary  of  State)  to  the  Earl  of  Wnl- 
degrave.  Code's  Walpole. 


2S. — The  Common:?  Address  qf  Thanh.  [G4q 
tion,  we  feel  more  sensibly:  as  wc  think  it  j» 
equally  for  your  Majesty’s  glory  nod  our  happj. 
ness  to  bav£  it  appear  to  the  whole  world,  that 
the  care  of  your  people  is  a consideration  so 
much  superior  to  every  other,  in  fixing_yolir 
Majesty's  resolutions,  that  not  even  one  'sb’im. 
portanc  as  the  peace  of  all  Europe  could  induce 
you  to  submit  to  the  demands  of  dtliets,  or  rt- 
cede  from  your  own  in  any  point,  whtroour 
possessions  wereinvaded,  our  interest  struck  at, 
or  our  privileges  disputed. 

“ And  since  this  Btattd,  which  your  Majesty, 
in  justice  to  yourself  and  regard  to  your  people, 
thought  fit  to  make,  has  not  broke  off  the  Ac- 
commodation, but  only  retarded  it  for  our  ad- 
vantage; we  beg  lenve  to' congratulate  your 
Majesty  upon  the  near  prospect  of  that  success 
in  your  negotiations,  which  cannot  more  effec- 
tually fulfil  our  wishes,  as  the  earnest  of  our 
prosperity,  than  it  answers  our  expectations  in 
demonstrating  your  wisdom. 

“ But  in  case  your  Majesty’s  expectations  of 
seeing  the  public  peace  and  tranquillity  soon 
restored,  should  still  be  disappointed;  that  your 
people  may  no  longer  continue  in  that  uncer- 
tainty, in  which  the  policy  of  others  may  en- 
deavour to  keep  us ; and  that  we  may  he  in>a 
condition  to  do  ourselves  justice,  should  that 
necessity  unexpectedly  be  brought  upon  us,  we 
are  determined,  out  of  regard  to  our  own  inte- 
rest, as  well  as  that  we  shall  ever  pay  to  yoor 
Majesty’s  honour,  most  effectually  to  enable 
you  to  do  yourself  right,  and  to  assert  and  to 
maintain  ail  the  possessions,  advantages,  and 
privileges  of  your  people. 

“ Whatever  Supplies  therefore  may  be 
wanted  for  the  service  of  the  current  year,  your 
Commons  will,  with  the  utmost  chenrfubiess 
and  unanimity,  grant;  being  assured  no  Aid 
will  ever  he  demnnded  by  your  Muiestv  of  your 
subjects,  but  what  you  judge  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  their  own  interest  aud  security.  And 
as  we  are  determined,  in  whatever  Supplies  wo 
raise,  to  have  regard  to  such  methods  as  shall 
he  least  grievous  to  your  people ; so  we  Hava 
the  greatest  satisfaction  in  thinking  we  may  en- 
tirely. depend  on  your  Majesty’s  justice  anil 
wisdom,  that  whatever  we  do  grant,  will  be 
constantly  applied  in  the  manner  that  will  be 
most  beneficial  to  them.  Neither  hod  we  die 
least  doubt,  before  we  received  ynur  Majesty's 
most  gracious  promise,  but  that  your  Majesty, 
from  your  paternal  goodness  to  your  people, 
would,  from  time  to  time,  take  every  opportu- 
nity to' make  all  such  reductions  of  the  public 
expenccs,  as  should  be  for  our  present  ease, 
without  endangering  our  future  snfety. 

“The  assurances  your  Majesty  has  given  us 
of  the  sincerity  nnd  steadiness,  with  which  you 
are  satisfied  all  your  allies  are  determined,  in 
nil  events  to  adhere  to  their  engagements,  and 
espouse  the  common  cause,  gave  us  the  greatest 
satisfaction;  and  let  the  future  dangers  and 
difficulties  that  may  yet  arise,  impossible  to  be 
foreseen,  be  ever  so  formidable  or  ever  so  nu- 
merous, we  do  not  imagine  there  can  be  any 
which  your  Majesty’s  prudence,  caution,  ab»- 
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lilies  and  experience,  joined  lo  the  assistance 
of  your  parliament,  the  firmness  of  soar  a!jit.s, 
and  the  bravery  of  your  people,  will  not  easily 

“It  is  an  indispcnsible  duty  of  those,  who 
have  a just  sense  of  tho  great  importance  of 
the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  this  kingdom,  to 
provide  proper  encouragements  for  our  Sea- 
men ; and  common  justice  requires  that  we 
should  take  a compassionate  care  of  those, 
who  by  misfortunes  in  their  hrave  and  faithful 
services  to  their  country,  are  become  equally 
incapable  of  continuing  those  services,  or  pro- 
viding for  themselves  : we  beg  leave  therefore 
to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will  take  this 
miitter  into  our  consideration,  and  on  this,  as 
well  as  every  other  occasion,  pay  tliedeferencc 
and  regard  due  to  your  Majesty's  most  gracious 
recommendation. 

“ If  there  are  any  so  ill  informed  of  the 
steady  affection  of  your  Commons,  ti9  vainly  to 
place  their  hopes  on  any  disputes  or  differences 
that  might  arise  amongst  us,  we  are  determined, 
by  a hearty,  zealous  and  general  concurrence 
in  all  our  deliberations,  for  your  Majesty’s  in- 
terest and  the  public  welfare,  effectually  to  dis- 
appoint such  ill  grounded  expectations;  and 
we  are  satisfied  we  cannot  give  better  evidence 
of  our  lore  to  our  country,  than  hy  constant 
demonstrations  of  our  duty  to  the  best  of 
kings:  And  as  your  Majesty’s  endeavours 
have  been,  and,  we  are  persuaded,  ever  will  be, 
to  preserve  us  a free,  and  establish  us  a happy 
people,  so  we  should  think  ourselves  undeserv- 
ing all  the  benefits  and  blessings  of  your  reign, 
were  it  possible  we  could  ever  fce  wanting  in 
the  least  point,  on  our  part,  to  make  it  as  great, 
happy  and  glorious,  as  that  of  any  of  your 
royal  predecessors.” 

The  King’s  Answer.]  To  this  his  Majesty 
returned  the  following  Answer ; 

“ Gentlemen ; 

*•  I give  you  my  Thanks  for  this  very  loyal 
and  affectionate  Address.  Such  returns  of 
duty  and  gratitude  from  iny  faithful  Commons 
would  ndd,  if  any  thing  possibly  could,  to  ray 
resolutions  of  promoting  and  consulting  upon 
all  occasions  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  my 
people.  The  entire  confidence  you  place  in 
me  will  engage  me  more  strictly  to  make  use 
of  the  power  and  trust  you  sbali  repose  in  me, 
for  your  interest,  and  to  your  satisfaction;  and 
you  shall  always  find  my  readiness  to  ease  and 
reduce  the  expences  of  the  public  to  your  ex- 
pectations." * 


* “ It  was  at  this  period,  in  which  Walpole, 
confiding  on  the  support  of  queen  Caroline, 
took  the  lead  in  the  administration,  and  be- 
came in  reality  the  first  minister,  although  lord 
Townshend  still  ostensibly  retained  the  nnme; 
tlrnt  the  Opposition  began  to  form  itsell  into 
consistency,  and  to  compose  a firm  and  com- 
pact phalanx,  which  resisted  all  the  efforts  and 
influence  of  the  minister  to  divide  them,  nnd 
winch  finnl^jfrejs  l Iniversit; 
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Debate  on  the  Number  of  the  Land  Forres.] 
Feb.  9 The  Commons  in  a Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  Supply,  considered  of  the 
Estimate  of  the  Charge  of  the  Guards,  Gar- 
risons, nnd  other  his  Majesty's  Lund  Forces  in 
Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1728  ; and  a motion 
being  made,  That  the  number  of  effective  men, 
be  22,955;  the  same  met  with  opposition 
some  members  insisting,  that  the  8,000  Ang- 
uicntntion-troops,  raised  last  year,  should  be 

“Until  the  death  of  George  the  First,  the 
component  parts  of  this  heterogeneous  body, 
which  consisted  of  a few  disappointed  Whigs, 
Tories,  and  Jacobites,  did  not  cordially  coalesce. 
Many  of  those  Whigs  and  moderate  Tories, 
who  looked  up  to  that  event  as  u prelude  lo 
their  own  admission  into  the  ministry,  kept 
aloof  from  those  who,  ns  being  professed  Jaco- 
bites, or  violent  Tories,  could  not  expect  the 
same  success.  But  no  sooner  hod  the  conti- 
nuance of  Walpole  in  office  annihilated  their 
hopes,  than  the  whole  body  became  compact 
and  united.  In  this  respect  the  Whigs  became 
Tories,  the  Tories  Wliigs;  and  the  Jacobites 
assumed  every  shape  which  tended  to  promote 
their  views,  by  distressing  government,  nnd 
harassing  the  minister,  whom  they  considered 
as  the  great  supporter  of  the  house  of  Bruns- 
wick. 

“ The  chief  aim  of  the  minister  was  ta 
comprehend  almost  all  the  Tories  as  enemies 
to  the  government,  by  the  name  of  Jacobites, 
or  at  least  to  give  that  stigma  to  everyone  who 
was  not  a profest  and  known  Whig.  With  this 
view,  his  own  administration  being  naturally 
supported  on  a Whig  foundation,  he  endea- 
voured to  attach  to  himself  all  those  who  had 
been  dependent  on  Sunderland.  With  some 
he  succeeded,  hut  not  with  all ; and  of  those 
whom  he  could  not  gain,  several  remained  in 
their  employments,  because  they  were  protected 
by  the  Ilanover  junto.  -This  body  of  Whigs, 
small  but  of  considerable  eminence,  remained 
his  enemies  to  the  time  of  the  king’s  death, 
watching  for  every  opportunity  to  ruin  him; 
and  from  the  accession  of  George  the  Second, 
commenced  the  opposition  which  become  af- 
terwards so  troublesome  and  formidable.  Pul- 
leney  was  the  great  leader  of  this  body ; under 
him  were  ranged  his  kinsman  Daniel  Pulteney, 
sir  John  Barnard,  Sandys,  and  afterwards  lord 
Folwartb,  Pitt,  Littleton,  and  the  Grenvilles. 
Sir  William  Wyndham  was  the  great  chief  of 
the  Tories,  and  William  Shippen  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Jacobites,  who  did  not  form  less 
than  fifty  members.  Those  who  supported  the 
minister  were  lord  Hervey,  whose  charactec 
nnd  talents  have  Keen  scandalously  depreci- 
ated by  Popp.  Henry  Pelham,  sir  William 
Yonge.  wbom  Johnson  calls  the  best  speaker  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  Winnington  and  his 
brother  Horace  Walpole,  whose  talents  for  ne- 
gotiation. indefatigable  assiduity  in  business, 
ami  acquaintance  with  foreign  transactions, 
rendered  him  an  able  coadjutor.”  Coxc's 
1 iftyprifaiipton  l.ihrary  Digitisation  Unit 
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entirely  reduced  ; But  being  apprehensive  tlmt 
the  majority  of  the  Committee  were  for  the 
motion,  they  endeavoured  to  put  off  the  de- 
bate, by  moving,  ‘ That  Mr.  speaker  should 
resume  the  chair;'  which  being  carried  in  the 
negative,  by  290  voles  agaiust  84,  * the  Com- 
mittee entue  afterwards  to  the  following  Reso- 
lutions. 1.  “ That  the  number  of  effective 
men  to  be  provided  for  Guards  and  Garrisous 
in  Great  Britain,  and  for  Guernsey  and  Jersey, 
for  the  year  1728,  including  1850  invalids  und 
555  men  for  the  six  independent  companies  for 
the  service  of  the  Highlands,  be  22,955  men, 
commission  and  non-commission  officers  in- 
cluded. 2.  That  the  sum  of  786,9744  2».  9cl. 
be  granted  for  defraying  the  chaige  of  the  snid 
22,955.  effective  men."  These  Resolutions, 
being  the  next  day  reported,  were  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Hessian 
Troops .]  Feb.  14.  The  House  in  a grand  Com- 
mittee on  the  Supply,  considered  of  the  estimate 
of  the  Charge  of  2,224  horse, 1,836  dragoons, 
and  8,034  Foot  of  the  Troops  of  ihe  landgrave 
of  Hesse-Cassel,  for  the  year  1728.  Then  a 1 
motion  being  made,  that  the  sum  of  230,9234 
11s.  8(4  be  granted  for  the  said  Charge,  the 
same  occasioned  a great  Debate. 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  hereupon  set  forth  the 
state  of  affairs  in  Europe  for  some  years  past, 
and  endeavoured  to  shew  the  absolute  necessity 
of  keepiug  up  all  our  furces  till  the  end  of  the 
present  negociations,  particularly  the  19,000 
men,  which,  by  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  Great 
Britain  stood  engaged  to  furnish. 

He  was  answered  by  Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney, 
Mr.  W.  Pulteney,  sir  William  Wyndham,-  sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson,  and  Mr.  Bramston,  member 
for  Malden,  who  objected,  That  by  the  said 
Treaty,  the  contracting  parties  were  not  obliged 
to  furnish  the  succours  stipulated  therein,  but 
within  two  months  after  requisition ; and  that, 
even  in  such  a case,  Great-Brilain  was  only  to 
furnish  men  of  war,  or  transport-ships,  or  even  1 
subsidies  of  money,  at  the-choice  of  the  party  ( 
requiring  the  said  Succours.  To  this 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  replied,  That  the  lace 


* “ Feb.  12.  You  guessed  extremely  right, 
in  imagining  that  Mr.  Penterliidter’s  discourse 
about  disbanding  of  forces  pointed  at  us,  for  in 
the  debate  on  Friday  about  keeping  the  same 
number  of  forces,  Air.  Pulteney,  though  be 
pretended  that  he  had  up  other  iuteution  but 
to  put  off  the  question  fur  some  days  in  expec- 
tation of  senna  news  from  Spain,  could  not 
forbear  Reasoning  in  a manner  that  tallied  ex-' 
aclly  with  Penterhidter’s  discourse.  You  will 
have  learnt  from  others  the  success  of  the  day, 
wjiere  the  division  was  290  against  86,  the 
greatest  majority  that  ever  was  known  in  a 
committee;  and  there  is  all  the  reason  in  the 
world  to  believe  that  the  rest  of  the  public  bu- 
siness  will  he  carried  on  by  the  same  spirit  and 
unanimity."  Horace  Walpole  to  the  earl  of 
WaUcgravu pute.  by  'he  l Inivendty  0 


king,  in  his  great  wisdom,  had  thought  fit  to  pro- 
vide  betimes  the  snid  body  of  12,000  men,  in  or- 
der to  obtaiu  the  ends  of  die  Treaty  of  Hanover : 
that  with  this  view  a Convention  was  madd 
witli  the  landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel,  whose 
troops  were  the  most  ready  at  hand  for  that 
purpose,  and  much  cheaper  than  the  raising 
and  'maintaining  national  troops:  that  the 
necessity  of  making  this  Convention  was  the 
greater,  by  reason  of  an  unforeseen  disappoint- 
ment from  one  of  the  contracting  parties  in  the 
1 he  foremen  tioned  alliance:  (hat  time  had 
shewn,  that  the  taking  the  said  12,000  men 
into  his  Majesty's  Service  was  a wise  and  neces- 
sary precaution,  since  they  had  hitherto  pre- 
vented the  kindling  of  a war  in  Germany; 
and  that  as  the  same  reasons,  for  which  they 
were  taken  into  pay,  still  subsisted,  it  was  pru- 
dence nnd  absolutely  necessary  to  continue 
that  expeuce  till  the  intended  congress  at 
Cambray  was  over. 

Then  tliequestion  being  put  upon  the  motion 
above-mentioned,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive hy  280  votes  against  84.* 

Feb.  15.  Sir  Charles  Turner  reported  the 
said  Resolution,  which  ivas  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Address  for  an  Account  of  250,0004  charged 
for  Secret  Service.]  Feb.  19.  It  was  resolved 
to  address  his  Majesty  for  a particular  and  dis- 
tinct Account  of  the  Distribution  of  the  Sum 
of  250,0004  which,  in  an  Account  laid  before 
this  House,  shewing  how  the  money  given  for 
tjie  year  1727  has  been  disposed,  of,  is  charged 
to  have  been  issued  for  other  Expences  and 
Engagements,  oyer  and  above  such,  as  are 
therein  particularly  specified,  for  securing  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom,  and  pre- 
serving and  restoring  the  peace  of  Europe; 
and  of  the  time  or  times  when  the  said  sum  of 

250.0004  was  issued  and  distributed. 

The  Committee  of  Supply  resolve  to  raise 

1.750.0004  on  the  Coal  Duty.]  Feb.  23.  The 
Commons,  in  a Committee  on  the  Supply, 
caine,  to  the  following  Resolution,  viz.  “ That 

1.750.0004  be  raised  by  Grant  or  Sale  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  of  Annuities  not  exceeding 

70.0004  per  annum,  being  after  the  rate  of  44 
per  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  by  parlia- 
ment, to  commeuce  front  the  24th  of  June, 
1728,  nnd  to  he  chnrged  on  the  Unties  on  coals 
and  culm."  Hereupon 

Mr.  William  Pulteney  observed,  That  the 


* “ Feb.  35.  We  had  yesterday  in  the 
Committee  of  Supply  a debate  abuuc  continu- 
ing the  Hessians  another  year  in  his  Majesty's 
pay,  which  called  me  up,  and  although  the  de- 
bate did  not  last  long,  yet  thfe  opposite  party 
would  come  to  a division,  and  we  were  280 
against  86.  and  I reckon  that  our  dispute  about 
foreign  affairs  is  as  good  as  over,  nnd  by  wbat 
the  King  said  to  me  this  morning,  1 believe  it 
will  not  lie  long  before  I shall  have  the  honour 
to  see  you  at  Baris.”  Horace  Walpole  to.  the 
EMl1  uf  • B Walpole. 
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shifting  of  funds  was  but  perpetuating  taxes, 
and  putting  off  the  evil  day  ; and  that  notwith- 
standing the  great  merit  that  some  had  built 
on  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  appeared  that  the  Na- 
tional Debt  had  been  increased  since  the 
setting  up  of  that'  pompous  project.  Upon 

Sir  Nathaniel  Gould,  an  eminent  merchant, 
6aid,  He  apprehended  that  gentleman  had  his 
notions  out  of  a Treatise,  intitled,  •*  A State  of 
the  National  Debt,"&c.  supposed  to  be  written 
by  that  very  gentleman ; but  that  if  he  under- 
stood any  thing,  it  was  numbers,  and  he  durst 
pawn  his  credit  and  reputation  to  prove  tlmt 
Author's  calculation  and  inferences  to  be  false 
and  erroneous.  To  this 

Mr.  Pullency  replied.  That  he  took  them  to 
be  right;  and  he  would  likewise  pawn  his  credit 
and  reputation  to  make  good  his  assertion. 
Upon  this 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  took  up  the  cudgels,  and 
said,  He  would  maintain  what  sir  Nathaniel 
Gould  had  advanced. 

Several  warm  expressions  having  passed  on 
both  sides, 

Mr.  Hungerford  interposed,  in  a jocular 
speech,  that  put  the  House  iu  good  humour, 
and  so  the  dispute  ended.* 

Petition  of  the  City  of  London,  for  Relief 
with  regard  to  the  Coal-Duty.]  Feb.  26.  A 
Petition  of  tbe  Tord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in  common 
council  assembled,  was  presented  to  tbe  House, 
setting  forth,  “ That  the  Duties  already  iaid 
upon  Coals  and  Culm  imported  into  the  port  of 


* “ Whitehall,  February  21.  Yesterday,  as 
oir  Robert  Walpole  was  giving  an  account  to 
the  House  of  Commons  of  the  state  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  he  acquainted  them  that  since 
tbe  year  1716,  it  had  paid  off  of  the  nation's 
debts  a certain  sum  (I  think  6,000,000/.  and  7 
or  800,000/.)  but  that  by  the  contracting  of 
new  debts  the  debt  of  the"  nation  had  upon  the 
balance  been  lessened,  ns  I remember,  about 
two  millions  and  half  only.  Mr.  Pulteney  an- 
swered him,  and  averred  that  the  debt  of  the 
nation,  instead  of  being  at  all  lessened,  was 
greatly  increased  since  1716,  and  that  though 
he  was  not  now  prepared  to  prove  it,  he  would  l 
undertake  to  do  so  in  two  or  three  days,  and 
put  his  reputation  upon  it.  Sir  Robert  put  his 
reputation  upon  making  out  the  truth  of  what 
he  had  advanced.  In'the  debate  mention  hav- 
ing been  made  of  the  book  published  about  a 
twelve-month  ago,  os  was  thought  by  Mr.  Pul- 
teney’s  direction,  called,  “ A State  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt,”  sir  Nathaniel  Gould  said  he  had 
carefully  examined  that  book,  and  would  un- 
dertake to  prove  it  very  fallacious.  So  it  is 
expected  there  will  on  the  next  proper  occasion 
he  a formal  debate  upon  this  subject ; but 
*ome  say  they  remember  that  some  such  chal- 
lenge was  formerly  given  by  the  same  gentle- 
man, but  not  supported." — De  la  Faye  to  the 
Earl  of  l,n  1 ven " 
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London  nffect  their  trade  only  ; and  that  tlta 
inequality  of  the  burden  hereof  is  a great  dis- 
couragement to  the  manufactures,  as  well  as  an 
hardship  upon  the  whole  trading  people  in  and 
about  the  city  of  London;  and  praying  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  anti  such  relief  as 
to  the  House  shall  seem  meet.”  But  a motion 
being  made,  and  the  question  put,  that  the  said 
Petition  be  rejected,  it  was  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative, by  214  voices  against  92. 

Then  sir  Charles  Turner  reported  the  above 
Resolution,  which  being  read  a second  time, 
and  a motion  being  made  and  the  question 
put,  that  the  said  Resolution  be  recommitted, 
it  passed  in  the  negative i After  which  the  said 
Resolution  was,  upon  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  King's  Answer  to  the  Address  for  an  Ac- 
count if  250,000/.  charged  for  Secret  Service ,] 
l'eb.  29.  Sir  Paul  Methuen  reported  to  tlie 
House,  That  their  Address  for  n particular 
mid  distinct  Account  of  the  sura  of  250^000/. 
&c.  had  been  presented  to  his  Majesty,  and 
that  his  Majesty  had  commanded  him  to  ac- 
quaint the  House; 

“ That  the  late  King,  bis  Majesty’s  royal 
father,  having  the  like  occasion,  received  from 
the  la9t  parliament  the  most  dutiful  acknow- 
ledgments of  his  great  care  and  wisdom,  in  tak- 
ing such  steps,  and  entering  into  such  engage- 
ments, as  he  thought  would  best  conduce  to  th« 
security  ot  this  kingdom,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  peace  of  Europe;  and  at  the  same  time 
the  strongest  assurances  of  their  future  support, 
in  all  such  farther  measures,  as  he  should  find 
necessary  and  expedient,  for  preventing  a rup- 
ture, and  for  the  honour  and  advantage  of 
these  kingdoms : and  a power  being  accord- 
ingly  given  hv  parliament  to  his  late  Majesty, 
for  issuing  and  applying  such  sums  of  money  as 
he  should  find  necessary,  for  answering  and  de- 
fraying such  expences  and  engagements,  as  hdd 
been  or  should  be  marie  for  these  great  and  ne- 
cessary purposes ; some  part  of  the  money, 
mentioned  in  this  Address,  had  been  issued 
and  disbursed  by  his  late  Majesty ; and  the  re- 
maining part  had  been  applied  by  his  present 
Majesty,  for  carrying  on  the  same  necessary 
services  ; for  strengthening  his  alliances ; and 
in  fulfilling  Engagements  of  tbe  utmost  import- 
ance to  these  kingdoms,  and  to  the  general 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  which  require  tbe 
greatest  secrecy.  His  Majesty  therefore  hopes. 
That  this  House  will  repose  the  same  confidenco 
in  him  ; and  be  assured,  that  the  money  has 
been  necessarily  expended,  pursuant  to  the 
power  given  by  act  of  parliament,  and  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  thereby  directed  ; and  that 
a particular  and  distinct  Account  thereof  can- 
not be  given  without  manifest  prejudice  to  the 
public.”  Upon  this 

Mr.  IF.  Pulteney  raised-  several  weighty  ob- 
jections against  such  a vague  and  general  way 
of  accounting  for  public  money,  as  tendiug  to 
render  parliaments  altogether  insignificant  and 
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corrupt  and  rapacious  ministers;  urging  the  ' 
increase  of  the  National  Debt,  notwithstanding 
the  so  much  boasted  Sinking  Fund,  and  insist- 
ing on  having  that  important  affair  immediately 
debated  in  a Grand  Committee. 

Dut  the  court-party  waved  it,  by  moving  to 
adjourn  the  House  to  lhe4th  of  March;  which, 
after  some  debate,  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive; by  202  votes  against  06. 

Debate,  in  the  Commons  on  the  State  of  the 
National  Debt.]  March  4.  The  Commons, 
in  a Committee  of  the  whole  House,  considered 
of  the  State  of  the  National  Debt,  and  the 
proper  officers  were  examined  as  to  the  follo»v- 
mg  Accounts,  vir.  “ 1.  An  Account  of  such 
National  Debts,  incurred  before  December  25, 
1716,  as  are  redeemable  by  parliament,  with 
the  interest  attending  the  same,  and  when  the 
same  are  redeemable.  2.  An  Account  of  the 
Money  paid  into  the  Exchequer  on  the  Duties 
on  Coals  and  Culm,  from  the  29th  of  Sept.  1720, 
to  lh«  29th  of  Sept.  1727,  distinguishing  each 
year ; and  also  the  Account  of  thepresent  annual 
and  other  charges  thereupon.  3.  An  Account 
shewing  how  theMoneygiven  for  the  service  ofthe 
year  1727  hath  been  disposed  of,  distinguished 
tinder  the  several  heads,  until  the  15th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1727,  with  the  deficiency  thereupon. 
4.  An  Account  of  the  Estimute  ofthe  Debt  of 
hi?  Majesty's  Navy,  as  it  stood  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1727." 

Then  a motion  was  made  by  the  Courtiers, 

‘ That  it  appeals.  That  the  Monies  already 
issued  and  applied  towards  discharging  the 
National  Debts,  incurred  before  Christmas 
3716,  together  with  the  sum  of  220,435 /. 
16s.  \d.  J q.  which  will  be  issued  at  Lady-Day 
1728,  towards  discharging  the  said  debts, 
amount  to  6,648,762/.  5s.  lil.  J q.’ 
j Hereupon  there  arose  a very  warm  debate, 
and  Mr.  Daniel  Pulieney*  endeavoured  to 
chew  the  fallacious  tendency  of  that  motion  ; 
and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  William  Pulteuey, 
and  supported  by  lord  Morpeth,  Mr.  Sbippen, 
and  sir  William  Wyudlmin.  They  suegested 
in  general,  That  notwithstanding  the  Supplies 
that  were  annually  raised  in  the  lost  reign ; 
notwithstanding  the  great  sums  of  money  given 
front  time  to  time,  for  i xtraordinnry  expences 
and  secret  service  ; notwithstanding  the  pro- 
duce ofthe  Sinking  Fund  ; yet  the  Public 


* “ Mr.  Daniel  Pulieney  was  at  that  lime  in 
high  credit  for  his  great  knowledge  of  public 
business  and  foreign  transactions.  He  was  a 
man  of  vnst  application  and  uncommon 
talents.  He  was  a cold,  but  weighty  speaker, 
and  though  other  members  in  the  opposition 
had  brighter  parts,  none  of  them  had  equal 
abilities,  because  his  natural  capacity,  which 
was  sound  and  vigorous,  had  been  improved 
by  study  and  application.  lie  put  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  debate  upon  this  occasion,  and 
being  quite  master  of  the  subject,  he  endea- 
voured to  shew  there  was  fallacy  and  deceit  in 
the  modoil/nreSiadsbdi- Itised  lw The  l Irtiversity  ot 
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Debts,  for  the  gradual  discharge  of  which  tlmi 
famous  project  was  said  to  be  contrived,  were 
rather  increased  than  lessened  ; and  this  in  a 
time  of  almost  uninterrupted  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, which  must  be  owing  to  a very  profuse 
management  of  the  public  treasure  ; nnd  yield- 
ed but  a very  melancholy  prospect ; since  at 
this  rnte  our  debts  must  Still  grow  faster  in  case 
of  a war  or  public  troubles ; so  that  the  heavy 
and  numerous  taxes  that  now  lay  upon  the  i 
nation,  must  be  perpecuated  to  the  latest  pos- 
ferity.  Then,  entering  upon  particulars,  they  ] 
took  notice  of  the  artifice  with' which  the  ac-  ! 
counts  that  lay  before  them,  were  drawn  up  : s 
that  in  order  to  swell  that  of  the  sums  said  to  j 
have  been  issueil  and  applied  towards  the  dis- 
charge  of  the  Public  Debts,  incurred  before  J 
Christmas  1716,  there  were  added  to  it  above  | 
three  millions,  for  the  advanced  price  given  in  I 
the  year  1720,  in  order  to  make  the  irredeem-  I 
ables  redeemable,  which  conld  not  properly  be  I 
called  n payment  of  tbosedebts:  whereas,  on  | 
the  other  baud,  in  the  Account  of  thepresent  I 
National  Debt,  or  of  the  increase  of  that  debt  J 
since  Christmas  1716,  several  large  sums  were  1 
omitted,  particularly  one  million,  raised  upon  1 
the  credit  of  the  Civil  List;  and  several  deli-  ] 
cieucies  on  the  Land  Tax,  Malt,  and  other  i 
funds  which  certainly  still  remained  a public 
debt.  Hereupon 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  having  shewed  the  na- 
fure  nnd  state  of  the  Public  D<  bts  and  the 
operation  and  efficacy  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  ! 
strenuously  maintained  the  assertion  contained 
in.the  motion. 

The  opposite  party  perceiving  that  the  ma-  ' 
jority  of  the  Committee  were  for  the  motion,  ( 
moved  that  Mr.  Speaker  should  resume  the  j 
chair  ; hut,  after  some  debate,  the  question  I 
being  put  upon  this  second  motion,  it  was  4 
carried  in  the  negative  by  250  voices  against  | 
97.  Then  the  question  being  put  upon  the  I 
first  motion,  it  was  carried  without  dividing ; * 
and  the  farther  consideration  of  the  State  of  ] 
the  Nation,  in  relation  to  the  National  Debt, 
was  put  off  to  the  8th.* 


* “ Whitehall,  March  7.  I was  glad  that  . 
what  my  lord  directed  me  to  write  about  the 
parliament  was  so  useful  to  your  lordship. 
There  wns  last  Monday  a great  h.ittle  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  carried  with  the  usual  , 
majority  of  above  250  to  90  and  ndd  ; hut  it 
was  a domestic  point,  wherein  our  neighbours 
take  no  very  great  part.  It  was  the  dispute  ; 
Mr.  Pulieney  raised  about  the  vast  increase  of 
our  debt,  more  than  was  paid  off  by  tbe  Sink- 
ing Fund.  It  appeared  clear  to  the  House, 
that  above  six  millions  had  been  paid  off  by 
that  fund  since  17  J 6.  To  day  is  appointed  to 
debate  the  other  part  of  the  question,  how 
many  new  debts  are  incurred  since  that  year : 
and  it  is  generally  said,  that  it  will  be  made 
plain,  that  with  the  debts  properly  said  to  be 
contracted  for  services  within  llmt  time,  at 
least  two  or  three  millions  will  have  been  paid 
-.0®-  Ftir  itlie.pBrelyisiitig.ttienlotigrannuitics, 
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March  8.  The  Commons,  in  a Committee,  of 
the  whole  House,  resumed,  the  consideration 
of  the  National  Debt,  and  alter  a long  debate 
came  to  the  following  Resolutions,  which,  to- 
gether  with  the  Resolution  of  the  4th  instant, 
are  as  follow  : viz.  1.  “ That  the  Mqmes  al- 
ready issued  and  applied  towards  discharging 
the  National  Debts  incurred  before  Christmas 
1716,  together  with  (he  sura  of  220,435b  16s. 
4 d.  }q.  which  will  be  issued  at  Lady  day  1723, 
towards  discharging  the  said  debts,  amount  to 
6,648.762/.  5s.  Id.  }q.  2.  That  the  several 

Natioiml  Debts,  including  the  Debt  of  the 
Navy  as  it  stood  Dec.  31,  1727,  contracted 
and  incurred  since.  December  25,  1716,  for 
answering  and  defraying  the  annual  chorees 
and  expences  of  the  public,  for  the  current 
service.of  the  several  years  since  the  said  25th 
of  December,  1716,  amounted  on  the  8ih  day 
of  March,  1727,  to  the  sum  of  2,605, 545/.  16s. 
Od.  ^q.  3.  That  ihe  National  Debt  con- 

tracted since  the  25ch  of  December,  1716,  for 
or  in  respect  of  the  sum  advanced  by  the  South 
Sea  Company,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  5th 
year  of  king  George  I.  for  ihe  liberty  of  increas- 
ing ibeir  capital  stock,  being  so  much  thereof 
as  was  applied  to  the  Sinking  Tumi,  doth 
amount  to  the  sum  of  328,673/.  4s.  lOrf.  |q. 
4.  That  the  Nutional  Debt  contracted  since 
the  25th  of  Decemher  1716,  for  making  good 
the  yearly  deficiencies  of  the  general  fund, 
from  the  establishment  thereof  to  and  for  the 
year  ending  at  Michaelmas,  1726,  the  surplus 
whereof  is  applicable  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  703,740 /.  6s.  2d.  Iq-"* 

army  debentures,  and  such  deficiencies  as  have 
been  provided  for,  are  strictly  speaking,  debts 
contracted  before  1716.  I shall  be  very  glad 
to  see  this  clearlv  determined,  for  it  will  stop 
the  clamours  of  thu-e  who  have  all  along  been 
asserting  that  we  run  in  debt  continually  ; and 
that  our  Sinking  Fund  docs  not  suffice  to  pay 
exceeriings  annually  contracted  ; with  other 
such  general  accusations,  that,  like  throwing 
of  dirt  at  random,  stick  with  many.”  George 
Tilson  to  the  earl  of  Waldcgrave  : Coxe’s  Wal- 
pole. 

* “ The  Opposition,  recollecting  their  former 
defeat  by  a large  majority,  and  seeing  that  die 
House  wholly  differed  from  their  representa- 
tions, did  not  lay  their  wonted  stress  on  the 
main  question,  but  loudly  called  again  upon  the 
minister  for  an  account  of  the  sum  lately  em- 
ployed in  secret  service.  To  these  clamours 
Walpole  made  the  usual  reply,  time  it  bad 
been  expended  in  negotiations  too  delicate 
to  be  specified.  In  the  midst  of  his  speech, 
en  account  was  transmitted  by  lord  Towushend, 
that  the  convention  with  Spain  was  aigned  at 
the  Pardo.  Walpole  avniled  himself  of  tins 
information  ; nnd  acquainting  the  House  with 
the  news,  added,  “ That  the  nation  would  he 
now  relieved  from  the  burthen,  of  the  late  ex- 
pences,  nnd  that  he  could  assure  the  members 
Who  called  «0,!qsd/yTWe»li l of  v&h I 


March  12;  Sir  Charles  Turner  having  re- 
ported the  above-mentioned  four  Resolutions, 
the  same  occasioned  a long  debate,  which  whs 
chiefly  managed  by  Mr.  William  Pulteney  on 
the  one  side,  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole  on  the 
other.  Upon  the  whole,  the  first  of  the  said 
Resolutions  being  read  a second  time,  nnd  a 
motion  made,  and  the  quesiiun  being  put.  That 
the  said  Resolution  be  re- commit! erf.  it  passed 
m thenegntive:  After  which  the  said  Resolution 
was  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The  second 
Resolution  being  read  a secoud  time,  anil  n 
motion  being  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  That  the  said  Resolution  he  re  committed, 
it  pnSsed  in  the  negative : Then  the  said 
Resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The 
third  Resolution,  being  read  a second  lime, 
was  agreed  to  by  tire  House.  The  fourth 
Resolution  being  read  u second  time,  was,  with 
nn  Amendment,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and 
is  as  lollowetb,  viz.  Resulved,  “ That  the  No- 
tional Debt  eontracted  since  die  25th  of 
Dec..  1716,  for  making  good  the  yearly  Defi- 
ciencies of  the  General  Fund,  from  the  esta- 
blishment thereof,  to  and  fnr  the  year  ending 
at  Michaelmas,  1726,  the  surplus  whereof  isap- 
pliculde  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  703.740/.  6s.  2| d.  and  that  by  virtue  of 
two  acts  ol  parliament  of  the  5th  year  of  king 
George  1.  farther  Additions  have  been  made 
to  the  cupitnl  stock  ol  the  South-SeaCompany, 
for  making  good  several  Deficiency*  of  the  ori- 
ginal and  addiiionnl  funds  of  the  said  Company 
settled,  nod  established  before  the  25lh  Decem- 
ber, 17 16,  amounting  together  to  .the  Sum  of 
290,028/.  19s.  ll‘-</.” 

A Committee  appointed  to  dram  tip  a Repre- 
sentation of  the  State  of  the  National  Debt,  the 
Sinking  Ifunit,  und  the  Public  Credit.']  The 
Courtiers  having  carried  their  point  so  fnr,  it 
was  moved,  and  resolved,  arm.  con.  “ That  an 
humble  Representaiinn  be  made  to  bis  Majesty 
upon  the  said  Resolutions,  and  upon  the  dc- 
1 bale  of  the  House;  laying  lx  tore  Ids  Majesty 
a particular  Account  of  the  National  Debts 
discharged  and  incurred  since  the  25th  day  of 
December,  17 16,  distinguished  under  their  pro- 
per Heads  and  Services;  wnh  a State  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  nnd  of  the  Public  Credit,  ” nnd 
a Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the 
said  Ri  presentation. 

Debate  concerning  the  Omission  of  an  Article 
i of  300,000/.  in  the  Account  of  the  Public 

secret  service  money,  that  it  had  been  expend- 
ed in  obtaining  the  conclusion  of  that  peace, 
the  preliminaries  of  which  were  now  signed. 
The  designs  of  those  (he  said)  who  had  labour- 
ed to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  were 
thus  defeated  ; und  (he  purchase  of  peace,  and 
the  prevention  of  war,  on  terms  so  cheap,  were 
highly  beneficial  to  the  public.”  This  inform- 
ation spread  general  satisfaction  through  the 
House  ; the  question  was  instantaneously 
called  for,  and  the  resolutions  passed  vrithout 
1 ,'nrt  . . 
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Debts.]  April  5,  The  House  was  informed, 
that  an  Article  relating  to  the  Duty  upon 
Wrought-Plate,  which  amounted  to  300,000 /. 
was  omitted  to  be  inserted  in  the  Account  of 
all  the  Public  Debts,  at  the  receipt  of  his 
Majesty’s  Exchequer,  standing  out  at  Christmas, 
1727,  with  the  annual  Interest  paid  for  the 
same  : Hereupon  it  was  ordered,  “ That  Mr. 
Chocke  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  said  Ac- 
count ; and  that  he  do  present  to  the  House 
a perfect  Account  of  all  the  public  Debts,  at 
the  Receipt  of  his  Majesty's  Exchequer,  stand- 
ing out  at  Christmas  1727,  with  the  annual  In- 
terest paid  for  the  same.” 

This  extraordinary  omission,  however,  occa- 
sioned a great  complaint  and  Debate,  wherein 
severe  reflections  were  made  on  the  neglect 
and  carelessness,  with  which  the  Public  Ac- 
counts, laid  before  the  House,  were  drawn  up, 
and  thereupon  it  was  moved,  “ That  in  order 
to  prevent  the  same  for  the  future,  all  Accounts, 
to  be  delivered  to  this  House  from  the  Exche- 
quer, be  signed  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer, 
or  the  Clerk  of  the  Pells,  or  by  their  lawful 
Deputies,  or  chief  clerks,  or  one  of  them.” 
But  the  question  being  put  upon  the  said 
motion  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Tiie  Commons’  Representation  to  the 
Kino  op  the  State  op  the  National  Debt, 
the  Sinking  Fond,  and  the  Public  Cbe- 
DtT.]  April  8.  Sir  William  Yonge  reported 
from  the  Committee,  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
Representation  to  be  made  to  his  Majesty, 
upon  the  Resolutions  of  the  House,  the  12th 
of  March  last,  and  upon  the  Debate  of  the 
House  laying  before  his  Majesty  a particular 
Account  of  the  National  Debts,  discharged, 
and  incurred,  since  the  25th  day  of  December 
1716,  distinguishing  under  their  proper  Heads 
and  Services,  with  a State  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  of  the  Public  Credit ; that  they  had  drawn 
up  a Representation  accordingly,  which  they 
had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House  : and 
he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  it  in  at  the  clerk’s  table ; where  the 
same  was  twice  read,  and  amended,  and  is  as 
follows;  viz. 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ Your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  faithful 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  having,  in  duty  to  your 
Majesty,  for  the  sake  of  truth,  and  lor  the  bet- 
ter informatipn  nnd  satisfaction  of  all  your 
good  people,  taken  into  their  consideration  the 
State  of  the  National  Debt,  in  regard  to  what 
debts  have  been  discharged  and  paiil  off,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  that 
purpose,  and  what  new  debts  have,  within  the 
said  time,  been  contracted  and  incurred,  beg 
leave,  with  all  duty  nnd  submission,  to  lay  the 
same  before  your  Majesty  iu  this  our  most 
humble  Representation. 

“ The  National  Debt  of  this  kingdom  con- 
tracted in  currying  on  two  long  and  expensive 
wars,  befMei-tte  bappy  &cMSS'sn-  of  you*  Ma-* 
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S ’a  late  royal  father  to  the  crown  of  these 
is,  as  it  was  a matter  of  the  Inst  conse- 
quence to  the  nation,  was  become  the  care  nnd 
concern  nf  all,  who  wished  well  to  our  present 
nnd  future  prosperity.  This  produced  several 
considerations  iu  Parliament,  to  find  nut,  and 
settle  some  means  of  putting  this  great  Debt 
into  a method  of  being  gradually  reduced  and 
diminished  ; and  the  Sinking  Fund  was  at  last 
happily  established,  to  general  satisfaction. 
This  Fund  became  immediately  the  favourite 
article  in  all  parliamentary  considerations,  re- 
lating to  the  public  revenues,  and  was  consi. 
dered  as  a national  interest,  worthy  of  the 
highest  regard  nnd  attention  ; which  was,  by 
all  possible  meaus,  to  he  cherished  and  im. 
proved,  and  the  produce  of  it  set  apart,  and 
kept  distinct,  from  nil  other  services  and  pur- 
poses, and  was  appropriated  by  Parliament,  to 
ay  ofT  and  discharge  national  debts,  incurred 
efore  the  25th  day  of  December,  1710. 

“ Hence  arose  that  distinction  in  the  Public 
Revenues,  which  has  ever  since  been  so  far 
continued,  and  kept  up,  that  the  nation  has 
seemed  to  have  two  different  interests  ; one,  in 
the  produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  for  the  ilis 
charge  of  the  National  Debt,  another,  in  the 
annual  Supplies,  granted  to  the  crown,  for 
carrying  on  the  current  service  of  the  year. 

“ But  several  controversies  having  of  late 
years  been  started,  concerning  wbat  real  bene- 
fit had  accrued  to  the  nation  from  the  produce 
nnd  application  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  if  consi- 
dered and  compared  with  new  Debts,  supposed 
to  have  been  incurred  within  the  same  time; 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  truly  sensible 
of  the  weight  of  this  National  Debt,  a burthen, 
of  itself  sufficient  to  create  some  unensiness  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  without  the  help  of 
any  aggravations,  or  misrepresentations,  thought 
it  a duty  incumbent  upon  them,  so  far  to  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  this  important  affuir, 
as  to  examine,  and  state,  how  much  of  the 
National  Debt,  incurred  before  the  25th  of 
December,  1716,  had  been  actually  paid  off, 
or  discharged,  and  what  new  debts  had  been 
really  contracted  nnd  incurred  iu  support  of 
the  public,  and  in  carrying  on  the  current  sen- 
vice  of  the  several  years,  tince  tiiat  time. 

“ It  is  well  known,  with  what  content  and 
cliearfulness  your  Majesty’s  subjects  have  nil 
along  paid  and  contributed  towards  the  annual 
interest  of  this  National  Debt,  contracted  and 
incurred  in  securing  to  them  the  inestimable 
blessings  of  your  Majesty’s  auspicious  reign, 
and  the  Protestant  Succession  in  your  illustri- 
ous family,  and  in  defence  of  their  Religion, 
Liberties,  and  Properties,  which,  they  always 
thought,  could  not  be  purchased,  and  preserved 
at  too  dear  a rate : and,  from  the  time  they 
had  the  comfort  of  having  a Sinking  Fund  set- 
tled and  established,  that  gave  them  the  pros- 
pect nnd  hopes  of  seeing  this  great  Debt  gra- 
dually reduced,  and  discharged,  it  was  a satis- 
faction, that  rendered  the  burthen  easy  and 
light ; and  your  people  seemed  even  to  forget 
s£sigreai:<  expense  rhey  tadnleen  at,  happy  *B 
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the  free  anti  full  enjoyment  of  all  that  was 
dear  and  valuable  to  tlibm,  the  fruit  and 
return  of  so  much  treasure,  necessarily  and 
usefully  employed. 

“ Notwithstanding  this  flourishing  State  of 
the  Public  Credit,  and  the  good  effects  of  this 
happy  situation,  there  were  not  wanting  those, 
whu  attempted  to  disturb  the  quiet  and  satis- 
faction that  almost  universally  prevailed  in  the 
minds  of  your  people,  by  publishing  and  pro- 
moting, with  the  greatest  industry,  most  noto- 
rious misrepresentations  of  the  true  state  of  our 
Debts,  and  of  the  provisions  made  for  the  dis- 
charge of  them ; end  by  infusing  groundless 
jealousies  and'irisinuatkms,  as  if  the  Produce 
of  the  Smking  Fund  Imd  been  but  little  and 
inconsiderable,  or  that,  by  wrong  and  impru- 
dent measures,  had  ceconomy,  neglect,  or  mis- 
management, unnecessary  expences  had  been 
made,  and  new  Debts  contracted, 'that  not 
only  equalled,  but  exceeded  by  several  mil- 
lions the  amount  of  the  whole  Debts,  that  had 
been  discharged. 

“ These  art(jil  insinuations  and  misrepresen- 
tations served  to  a double  purpose,  to  make 
our  fellow-subjects  restless  und  uneasy  under 
their  present  difficulties,  by  persuading  them, 
they  were  endless,  and  inextricable  ; and,  at 
the  same  time,  so  apprehensive  of  new  engage- 
ments, that  they  might  be  prepared  rather  to 
suffer  all  sorts  uf  insults  and  injuries,  than,  by 
endeavouring  to  do  themselves  justice,  to  enter 
into  new  expences,  every  where  represented 
as  destructive,  and  intolerable. 

“ This  prevailing  Mischief  called  for  an  im- 
mediate Remedy,  and  made  it  necessary  to  enter 
into  a strict  disquisition  of  the  truth  and  cer- 
tainty of  these  affairs,  that  your  Majesty  might 
be  truly  informed,  and  your  faithful  and  well- 
nffected  subjects  have  the  satisfaction  to  see, 
how  grossly  the  world  had  been  imposed  upon 
bv  these  groundless  misrepresentations  ; and 
that  your  enemies  might  be  convinced,  that 
the  wealth  and  power  of  Great  Britain  is  not 
so  exhausted,  as  to  render  this  nation,  under 


your  Majesty’s  happy  government,  less  consi- 
derable and  formidable,  than  in  the  time  of  any; 
of  your  royal  predecessors. 

“ We  observed,  that  what  gave  any  founda- 
tion for  the  belief  of  these  notorious  falshoad?, 
was,  the  liberty  which  some  misinformed,  or 
ill-designing,  persons  lmd  taken  from  the  several 
alterations,  which  bad  been  made  of  late  years 
in  the  shape  or  denomination  of  our  Public 
Debts,  to  make  and  publish  imaginary  states 
of  the  whole  of  those  debts,  by  putting  ficti- 
tious values  upon  them,  nt  their  own  will  and 
pleasure,  and  from  thence  making  balances, 
that  might  serve  their  purpose,  but  were  not 

“ But  the  difficulties  of  making  up  this  Ac- 
count in  that  manner,  with  any  certainty,  made 
us  carefully  avoid  going  into  a method,  which 
might  be  afterwards  liable  to  cavil  and  disputes 
according  to  the  humour,  caprice,  or  private 
opinion,  of  every  man. 

“ That  we  might  therefore  avoid,  as  much 
as  possible,  any  doubt  or  perplexity,  ue  pro- 
ceeded to  state  the  truth  of  this  fact  in  a me- 
i tliod,  that  was  plain,  obvious,  and  intelligible 
to  the  meanest  capacity ; and  took  an  Account 
of  the  sereral  National  Debts,  incurred  before 
1 the  25th  day  of  December,  1716,  which,  since 
that  time,  had  been  actually  paid  off,  or  dis- 
charged, and  also  an  Account  of  the  several 
National  Debts,  that  since  that  time,  had  been 
contracted  or  incurred,  and  were  still  subsist- 
ing ; upon  comparing  of  which  together,  it 
will  appear,  whether  the  National  Debt  is', 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
increased,  or  decreased,  and  to  what  amount. 

“ Having  now  gone  through  this  enquiry 
with  ns  much  care  and  exactness,  ns  was  pos- 
possihle,  we  beg  leave,  in  the  most  dutiful  man- 
ner, to  lay  before  your  Majesty  two  Accounts, 
the  first  containing  the  several  particular  Arti- 
cles of  National  Debts,  incurred  before  the 
25th  day  of  December  1716,  and  since  dis- 
charged ; which  is  as  followeth  : 


Aji  ACCOUNT  of  such  NATIONAL  DEBTS,  incurred  before  ire  25th  op  December,  . 

1716,  AS  HAVE  BEEN  SINCE  DISCHARGED,  VIZ. 


Debt;  discharged. 

The  capital  Sum  of  the  Lottery  Annuities*' -established  by  £.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 
the  Act  3 Geo.  1,  which  creates  the  General  Fund,  and 
also  the  Sinking  Fund,  was  -----  9,534,357  13  11$ 

Of  which  there  was  subscribed  into  South  Sea  Stock  8,329,571  10  7 

The  remainder,  paid  off,  is  1,204,786  3 4$ 


Annuities  at  5 1.  per  cent,  redeemable  by  Parliament,  and 
transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  were  granted  by 
an  Act  l Geo.  1.  for  -----  - 910,000  0 0 

Of  which  there  was  subscribed  into  South  Sea  Stock  706,175  15  0 
The  remainder,  paid  off,  is 


203,824  £ 


Other  Annuities  of  the  same  kind,  were  granted  same 
>e“r/or  - --------  169.000 

Of  which  there  were  subscribed  into  3 ' ~ ’ 

■' 1 
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Debts  discharged. 

Annuities  at  Al.  per  cent,  redeemable  by  Parliament,  and 
transterruble  at  the  Bank  of  England,  were  created  for 
Tallies  of  Sol,  Act  3 Geo.  1.  for  - - - - 947,514  7 8 

Of  which  there  was  subscribed  into  South  Sea  Stock  748,555  19  5 

The  remainder,  paid  off,  is  — 198,958  8 3 

The  like  Annuities  were  granted  by  sundry  Acts,  for  Army 

Debentures,  certified  before  the  aistofMnrch,  1719,  for  1,603,987  8 1* 

Of  which  there  was  subscribed  into  South  Sea  Stock  1,210,792  IS  8 

The  remainder,  paid  off,  is  - 393,194  14  51 

The  principal  Sum  remaining  due  at  Christmas,  1716,  on 
Lottery,  1713,  was  599,210  0 0 

Of  which  there  was  subscribed  into  South  Sea  Stock  464,990  0 0 

The  remainder,  paid  off,  is  - . — ■ 134,220  0 0 

The  like  on  Lottery,  anno  1714  ....  1,812,100  0 0 

Of  which  there  was  subscribed  into  South  Sea  Stock  1,403,970  O 0 

The  remainder,  paid  off,  is  - 408,130  0 0 

The  Exchequer  Orders,  for  Army  Debentures,  certified 
since  the  21st  March,  1719,  are  all  paid  off,  being  - - - 548,939  12  6{ 

The  deficiency  of  the  Duty  on  Hops,  anno  1711,  which 

was  directed  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  paid  off,  was  ...  12,480  b 1 

The  like  of  the  East  India  Company's  Fund  stated  to 

Christmas,  1716,  and  paid  nut  of  Sinking  Fund,  was  - 7(9,339  17  5 

The  3 per  cent.  Aunnities  in  the  Million  Lottery,  which 
were  returned  as  Cash  into  the  Exchequer,  and  which 
were,  by  an  Act  13  Geo.  1,  applied  to  discharge  Nevis 

Debentures,  were  - --  --  --  --  - 103,272  10  ft 


The  principal  Sum  standing  out  in  Exchequer  Bills  on  25th 

December,  1716,  was  ------  4,561,025  0 O 

Interest  and  Premium  due  thereon  ...  - 35,159  15  7 i 


Total  Debt  in  Exchequer  Bills  - - 4,596,184  15 

Of  which  Two  Millions  were  converted -into  a Bank  An- 
nuity, at  5 1.  per  cent,  by  the  Act  3 Geo.  1.  so  deduct 
that  2,000,000/. 

And,  towards  discharging  the  rest  of  these  Bills,  500,000/. 
was  raised  by  a Lottery  anno  1719,  and  charged  on  the 
Aggregate  Fund,  of  which  441,700/.  was  afterwards  sub- 
scribed into,  and  still  remains  part  of  the  South  Sea 
Stock,  and  the  remaining  58,300/.  has  been  since  paid 
off;  so  deduct  only  441,700/. 

Total  of  these  Deductions  - - - - - 2,441,700  0 O 

The  remainder  is  the  net  Debt  on  this 
bead,  that  is  paid  off  - - ' - - — . 2,154,484  15  7{  | 

The  Duty  on  Coals,  for  building  of  Churches,  &c.  was 
granted  before  1716,  for  several  terms  of  years  to  expire 
at  Michaelmas,  1725,  and  the  whole  produce  of  that 
Duty  was  appropriated  for  those  Services,  which  may  be 
estimated  as  a Debt  at  1716,  of  540,000  0 0 

Anno  1719,360,000 /.  was  gran  ted  for  these  Services,  to  be 
raised  on  a Fund  of  21,000/.  per  annum,  for  32  years, 
in  lieu  of  the  provision  by  the  former  terms,  and  of  that 
360,000/.  there  remains  undischarged,  but  - - - 193,140  0 0 

The  remainder  may  be  estimated  so  much 

Debt  discharged  -----  - — ...  340,860  0 01 

The  Debt  of  the  Navy,  as  it  stood  on  the  31st  December, 

1716,  deducting  the  effects  in  the  Treasurer’s  hands, 

was 1,043,336  15  9J 

Deduct  thereout  the  Sum  then  unissued  on  this  head  of 
the  Supplies  anno  1716,  afterwards  provided  for  by  Al. 
per  cent,  annuities,  part  of  the  Tallies  of  Sol,  subscribed 
into,  and  still  remaining  in  South  Sea  Stock  - - 334,239  16  1J 

The  Debt efiberNevj!  i foraiy  K)isiti«tinn  i >789,096  19  8i 


657]  PARL. .HISTORY,  1 George  H.  1728.— State  of  the  National  Debt.  [658 

Debts  discharged. 

29,925/.  4».  Id.  per  annum  of  the  short  Annuities  remain- 
ing unsubscribed  into  South  Sea  Stock,,  wlurli  being 
valued  nt  14  years  purchase,  the  rate  at  which  they 
were  subscribed  into  South  Sea  Stock  anno  1720,  makes 

a Debt  at  1716,  of 418,952  17  2 

Deduct  the  present  value  of  these  Annuities,  in  which 
there  were  but  14 -years  3 quarters  to  come  at  Christ- 
inas, 1727,  at  10  years  purchase  -----  899,252  0 10 

The  remainder  is  so  much  Debt  discharged  - 119,700  16  4 

Total  Debts  discharged  -------  6,648,762  5 1} 

“ In  the  stating  of  which  Account,  we  leave  ed  at  Lady-day,  1717,  to  above  270,000/. ; so 
humbly  to  represent  to  your  Majesty,  that  the  tliut  notwithstanding,  upon  the  subscription  of 
Articles,  stated  therein  by  way  of  Estimate,  those  Lotteries  into  redeemable  annuities,  one 
are  the  Interest  and  premium,  Said  to  be  due  quarter’s  interest  due  thereon  between  Midsum- 
on  the  Exchequer  Bills,  the  Debt  for  the  build-  mer  and  Michaeltnns,  1717,  was  made  princi- 
ing  of  Churches,  and  the  value  of  the  differ-  pal,  amounting  to  140,884/.  6s.  3 £d.  or  there- 
ence  in  tlietterms  for  the  short  annuities;  which  ubouts,yetthe  same  was  much  short  of  the  de- 
Articles  are  so  small  in  respect  of  the  whole,  ficiencies  then  incurred  on  those  funds,  and 
that  any  ulterntiun  in  those  estimated  values  therefore  properly  charged  amongst  the  Debts 
would  make  no  material  difference  in  the  real  iucurred  before  the  25th  of  December,  1716. 
increase  or  decrease  of  the  whole  debt.  “ And  wc  think  it  proper  further  tn  observe 

“ We  beg  leave  further  humbly  to  represent  upon  the  Article  of  the  Short  Annuities  re- 
tn  your  Majesty,  that  all  the  Articles  in  this  ninining  unsubscribed,  which  are  stated  at 
Account  are  stated  as  the  Debts  stood  on  the  29,925/.  4s.  Id.  per  annum,  that  it  appears, 
25th  of  December,  1716,  except  the  first  Atli-  the  real  sura  did  amount  to  but  24, 3351.  17s. 
cle  of  the  Lottery  Annuities,  which  is  siated  nt  per  annum  ; which  mistake  did  arise  by  a mis- 
r lie  sum,  tlmt  was  made  principal  at  Michaelmas,  recital  in  the  act,  of  the  sixth  year  of  your 
1717,  by  the  act  that  established  the  G&teru  Majesty’s  late  royal  father ; which  difference, 
Fund,  and  also  the  Sinking  Fund,  from  which  being  valued  nt  the  same  rale,  that  the  whole 
time  only  the  Sinking  Fund  commenced;  for  annuities  are  herein  valued  at,  makes  a dip- 
which  reason,  no  credit  is  taken  in  this  Ac-  Terence  of  22,357/.  8s  4 d.  to  be  deducted 
count  for  any  principal  money,  paid  off  in  part  out  of  the  total  sum  of  the  Debts  discharged, 
of  the  four  Lotteries,  comprehended  in  tlmt  “ The  next  Account,  which  is  most  humbly 
sum  between  Christmas,  1716,  and  Michaelmas,  submitted  to  your  Majesty’s  consideration, 
1717;  nor  is  any  thing  charged  therein  for  the  contains  the  several  particular  Articles  of 
deficiencies  of  funds  standing  out  at  Christmas,  Debts,  contracted  and  incurred  sipcc  the  25th 
1716,  and  unprovided  for,  although  the  deficien-  of  December,  1716,  and  now  subsisting,  which 
cies  of  three  of  thoseLottery  funds  only  amount-  is,  asfolloweth : 

An  ACCOUNT  op  NATIONAL  DEBTS,  contracted  and  incuisred  since  the  25tuop  De- 
cember, 1716,  AND  now  subsisting  : 

By  South  Sea  Stock,  for  so  much  of  the  Money  agreed  to 
be  advanced,  by  the  South  Sea  Company  on  the  sub- 
scription of  the  Lottery,  1710,  as  was  recouped  or  de- 
ducted by  them,  pursuant  to  the  Act  5 Geo.  1,  for 
making  good  the  deficiency  of  their  original  and  addi- 
tional funds ; vie. 

For  the  Deficiency  of  their  original  Fund  for  two  quarters,  s.  d. 

ending  at  Midsummer  1719  - - - - 141,547  19  1{ 

For  ditto  for  one  quarter  at  Christmas,  1719  - - 14,846  18  3 

For  die  Deficiency  of  their  additional  Fund  for  two  quar- 
ters, ending  at  Midsummer,  1719  - - - 25.831  4 10 

183,226  2 7i 

By  so  much  of  the  5/.  per  cent.  Annuities  (created  by  vir- 
tue of  a clause  in  the  Land  Tax  Acts  Geo.  1,  for  re- 
placing to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  the  Sum  he  luul 
issued  to  the  South  Sea  Compuny,  for  making  good  the 
Deficiency  of  their  origin*!  Fund  at  Midsummer.  1718) 
as  was  subscribed  iuto  South  Sea  Stock,  the  Remainder 
being  paid  off  ------  - 107,802  17  4i 

Total  Debts  contracted,  for  making  good  the  De- 

ficie..pHnrftc^,&BM<>WC»»p»wFlh>twteTSoiitham:)«swl.'i|irini-IW'itlLktiti^OtM>W  0 8 
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By  Sooth  Ses  Stock,  for  so  much  of  the  Money,  agreed  to* 
be  advanced  by  the  South  Sen  Company  on  the  sub- 
scription of  Lottery  1710,  pursuant  to  the  Act  5 Geo. 

1,  as  was  paid  by  them  into  the  Exchequer,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  Sinking  Fund  --------- 

By  Annuities  ut  4 /.  per  cent,  redeemable  by  Parliament, 
charged  on  tbe  Duty  on  wrought  Plate  by  the  Act  6 
Geo.  1.  ---------- 

By  tbe  Benefit  Tickets  in  Lottery  1719,  charged  on  the 

Duty  on  Coals  5 Geo.  1,  for  - - - - - 500,000  0 0 

Of  which  there  has  been  paid  off  - - - - 65,395  0 0 

The  Remainder  was  subscribed  into  South  Sea 

Stock  -------  . 

By  Exchequer  Bills  standing  out  and  charged  on  the 
Duty  on  Victuallers  by  the  Act  12  Geo.  1 -----  - 

By  the  like  Exchequer  Bills,  charged  on  Surplus  of  Coals 

13  Geo.  1 

By  the  Debt  of  the  Navy  as  it  stood  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1727,  deducting  the  effects  then  stated  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurers  -----  - 1,937,023  4 9$ 

Deduct  the  sum  then  unissued  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  Supplies  Anno  1727,  which  lias  been  since 

issued  to  him • - 199,742  2 . 6 

The  Remainder  is  the  net  Debt  on  this  head  ■ 


312,000 

434,605 

486,600 

338,800 


1,737,281 


[GCO 


4 10§ 
0 0 


0 0 


0 0 
0 0 


Total  of  these  Debts  - - - - 8,927,288  7 lj 


u From  these  two  Accounts,  we  presume 
most  humbly  to  represent  to  your  Majesty,  that 
the  several  National  Debts,  incurred  before  the 
25th  day  of  December  1716,  which  have 
been  since  discharged,  after  deducting  the  be- 
fore-mentioned sum  of  22,357h  8s.  4 d.  do 
amount  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  6,626,404/. 
16s.  9\d. ; and  that  the  several  National  Debts, 
incurred  since  tbe  said  25th  day  of  December, 
1716,  and  now  subsisting,  amount  together  to 
the  sum  of  3,927,988 /.  7s.  l^rf. 

“ Which  being  deducted  outofthe  ainountof 
the  Debts  discharged,  the  difference  is  so  much 
real  decrease  of  the  national  debt  since  25th 
December,  1716,  being  2,698,416/.  9s.  7 $(/. 

“ And,  that  the  State  of  the  new-contracted 
Debts  may  appear  in  a true  light,  we  think  it 
necessary,  for  the  better  information  of  your 
Majesty,  to  distinguish  them  under  the  proper 
Heads  of  Services,  for  which  they  were  con- 
tracted, and,  by  way  of  explanation,  to  observe, 
that  a considerable  part  of  tbe  new-contracted 
Debt,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  703,740 /.  6s. 
Q\d.  was  occasioned  by  the  annual  provisions, 
made  by  parliament  for  making  good  the  yearly 
deficiencies  of  the  General  Funtl  to  and  for  the 
year  ending  at  Michaelmas,  1726,  pursuant  to 
the  directions  of  the  Act  establishing  the  Ge- 
neral Fund,  the  surplus  whereof  composes  part 
of  the  Siuking  Fund ; and  by  these  means  tbe 
Sinking  Fund  lias  received  annually  some  pro- 
portion out  of  the  supplies  of  the  year: 

“ And,  that  the  further  sum  of  290,029/.  has 
been  raised  by  new-contracted  Debts,  and  is 
included  therein,  for  making  good  at  several 
times  the  deficiencies  of  the  original  and  addi- 
tional funds  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  which 


making  good  deficiencies  of  the  General  Fund, 
and  other  funds,  established  before  the  25th 
day  of  December,  17 16,  ought  to  be  distin- 
guished from  the  National  Debt  incurred  since 
that  time: 

As  likewise  the  sura  of  328,673/.  4s.  lOJd. 
another  part  of  the  sail)  netv  contracted  Debts, 
which  was  occasioned  by  stock  created  for  so 
much  of  the  ijioncy  to  Le  advanced'  by  the 
South  Sen  Company,  upon  the  enlargement  of 
their  cnpitnl  stock  by  the  subscription  of  the 
tickets  in  the  Lottery  Anno  1710,  pursuant  to 
an  Act,  of  the  5ib  year  of  the  reign  of  your 
Majesty’s  late  royal  father,  as  was  paitl  into  the 
Exchequer ; and,  us  the  same  was  applied  to 
the  uses  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  no  part  of  it 
to  any  other  public  services,  this  sum  ought  also 
to  be  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the  Debts, 
contracted  since  the  establishment  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  : which  three  sums  making  together 
the  sum  of  1,322,442/.  11*.  id.  and  being  de- 
ducted out  of  the  said  sum  of  3,927,9881.  7s. 
1 \d.  the  remaining  sum  of  2,605,545/.  16*.  Ojd. 
is  the  whole  National  Debt,  that  has  been  con- 
tracted or  incurred,  for  answering  or  defraying 
the  annual  charges  and  expencesof  the  public 
for  the  current  service  of  the  several  years  since 
the  25th  day  of  December,  1716,  including 
therein  the  whole  debt  of  the  navy,  as  it  stood 
on  tbe'Slstday  ofDeccmber,  1727. 

“ And  further,  to  obviate  any  objections, 
that  may  be  made  to  the  stating  of  the  account 
of  National  Debts,  contracted  and  incurred 
since  the  25th  of  December,  1716,  and  still 
subsisting,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  iliac  no  no- 
tice is  taken  therein  of  the  Debts  by  Loans,  or 
Exchequer  Bills  on  the  annual  Land  Taxes,  or 
Malt  Duties ; because,  as  those  loans,  or  bills, 
iare -ineakly  dacliwiid  bar  of  the  produce  of 
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those  taxes,  and  as  often  ns  any  deficiencies 
happen  thereon,  they,  ns  well  as  the  deficien- 
cies of  grants,  arc  not  suffered  to  remain  as 
Debts,  but  nre  constantly,  from  year  to 
year,  discharged,  by  being  made  part  of  the 
supplies,  granted  for  the  current  service  of 
the  subsequent  years;  and  accordingly  provi- 
sion has  been  already  made  for  sucii  of  them 
as  can  be  any  ways  ascertained,  out  of  the  sup- 
plies for  the  service  of  the  year  172b  ; there- 
fore they  were  not  proper  to  be  brought  into 
this  Account. 

“ Having  thus  humbly  represented  to  your 
Majesty  the  true  state  of  the  Decrease  of  the 
National  Debts  since  the  25th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1716,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  with  the  occasions  and  sendees  for 
which  the  several  New  Debts  have  been  in- 
curred, we  beg  leave,  by  this  our  humble  Repre- 
sentation, to  luy  before  your  Majesty  the  cir- 
cumstances this  nation  was  in,  with  regard  to 
theNational  Debt,  before  the  establishment  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  nmi  what  happy  consequences 
hnve  arisen  from  the  establishment  thereof. 

“ At  the  Accession  of  your  Majesty's  late 
royal  father  to  the  throne  of  these  realms,  u 
groat  part  of  the  Public  Debts  consisted  of  ab- 
solute Annuities,  granted  for  very  long  terms 
of  years,  which  were  only  to  he  discharged  by 
the  wearing  out  of  those  terms ; other  great 
parts  thereof  were  the  capital  Stocks  of  the 
Bank,  the  South  Sea  and  India  Companies,  at 
very  high  interest ; other  Debts  were  charged 
upon  particular  fuuds,  appropriated  to  pay  off 
and  discharge  the  principal  monies,  wi'h  inter- 
est, at  very  high  rates,  in  course,  to  multitudes 
of  people  both  at  home  and  abroad;  other  1 
great  parts  thereof  were  in  Exchequer  Bills, 
circulated  and  exchanged  at  very  high  rates 
for  interest,  premium,  and  charges ; and  the 
Debts  of  the  Army,  which  were  very  con- 
siderable, were  not  then  liquidated,  nor  had 
any  provision  at  all  then  been  made  for  the 
discharge  of  them  : Besides  this,  the  funds 
themselves,  appropriated  for  these  Debt9,  were 
most  of  them  deficient;  so  that,  if  these  debts 
had  been  suffered  to  coutiuue  in  this  state,  so 
far  would  they  have  been  from  being  lessened 
to  any  degree,  that  new  burthens  must  have 
been  laid  on  the  nation,  for  securing  the  Debts 
anprovided  for. 

“Soon  after  his- late  Majesty’s  Accession, 
an  unnatural  rebellion  brokeout,  during  which, 
not  only  all  thoughts  for  any  method  for  the 
more  speedy  payment  of  our  Debts  were  of  ne- 
cessity suspended,  but  new  and  heavy  debts 
were  contracted;  and  in  the  year  1715  annui- 
ties, at  5/.  per  cent,  redeemable  by  parliament, 
were  sold  for  1,079,000/.  besides  a considerable 
addition  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  South  Sea 
Company. 

“ But  no  sooner  was  that  Rebellion  defeated, 
and  the  fears  of  the  people  removed,  hut  the 
parliament  immediately  began  to  set  about  the 
great  work  of  patting  the  National  Debt  in  a 
method  of  being  sooner  discharged  with  honour 
and  justice:  L il-l'ff  .^P*i r 


dation  was  laid,  by  establishing  the  Sinking 
Fund ; the  consequences  and  advantages  where- 
of will  best  appear,  by  cunsidering,  wbnt  it  is, 
and  by  what  means  it  was  perfected. 

“ The  only  methods,  that  could  lie  thought 
of,  for  paying  off  the  Natioual  Debts,  must  be, 
either  by  improving  and  augmenting  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Funds,  already  settled  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  ami  interest,  or  by  grant- 
ing new  taxes  and  impositions  upon  the  people, 
or  by  a redaction  of  the  interest,  made  pay- 
able on  the  several  debts;  and,  as  the  first  me- 
thod would  have  been  found  not  sudicient  to 
answer  this  desiralila  end,  and  the  second 
would  have  been  verj  grievous  and  buthen- 
some  to  the  people,  the  principal  method,  that 
was  then  thought  expedient,  and  most  free  from 
objections,  was  to  reduce  the  high  interest,  and 
other  charges,  payable  on  all  the  public  Debts. 
But,  as  great  part  of  those  Debts  were  not  sub- 
ject tu  any  power  of  Redemption,  and  as  none 
of  them  were  redeemable,  but  on  payment  of 
the  principal  money,  it  manifestly  appeared, 

1 that  such  reduction  could  never  be  made,  with- 
out the  voluntary  consent  of  the  proprietors  of 
such,  as  were  irredeemable,  or  a legal  tender 
to  the  others  of  their  principal  money  ; both 
which  seemed  attlmtt  ime  almost  impracticable; 
but,  by  an  extraordinary  zeal  and  application 
to  the  public  service,  ibis  difficulty  was  sur- 
mounted, with  respect  to  the  whole  of  the 
Debts,  that  were  then  redeemable,  by  procur- 
ing, not  only  the  voluntary  consent  of  the 
South  Sen  Company  to  the  reduction  of  the  in- 
terest on  their  whole  capital  stock,  then  con- 
sisting of  ten  millions,  from  C /.  to  5/.  per  cent, 
and  of  the  Bank  to  a like  reduction  on  an  an- 
nuity, then  payable  to  them  in  respect  of  a sum 
of  upwards  of  1,775,000/.  and  to  a great  abate- 
ment in  their  allowances  for  circulating  Ex- 
chequer Bills,  then  amounting  to  more  than 
1,500,000/.  at  an  animal  charge  of  above  7/. 
per  cent,  but  also  by  engaging  those  corpora- 
tions to  furnish  sufficient  sums  . for  paying  the 
principal  money  to  such  of  the  proprietors  of 
other  redeemable  debts,  amounting  to  more 
than  nine  millions,  as  would  not  voluntarily 
choose  to  accept  an  interest  at  51.  per  cent,  for 
the  future. 

“ This  provision  being  made,  the  Act  passed 
in  the  -3rd  year  of  his  late  Majesty’s  reign,  for 
establishing  the  General  Fund;  whereby  the 
proprietors  of  certain  debts  therein  mentioned, 
idl  carrying  an  interest  at  6l.  percent,  bad  their 
free  election,  either  to  accept  an  interest  at  5/. 
per  cent,  per  annum,  or  to  receive  their  principal 
money  ; and  so  general  was  the  satisfaction  of 
all  the  proprietors,  that  few  and  very  incon- 
siderable sums  were  demanded  to  be  paid  off; 
but  the  principal  sums,  that  were  voluntarily 
reduced  to  5/.  per  cent,  amounted  to 9,932,31 1/. 
4s.  2 i<i.  or  thereabouts ; and  by  this  method 
more  than  25,800,000 /.  wa9at  once  voluntarily 
reduced  from  6/.  per  cent,  or  upwards,  to  51. 
per  cent,  wbicli  was  an  annual  saving  of  above 
320,000 /. 

(if  “By  the^s^e^j^tiot  ; cgnljr  ^surplus  *f 
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this  General  Fund,  but  the  surplusses  of  several 
other  funds,  were  appropriated  to  the  discharge 
of  national  debts,  contracted  before  the  25th 
of  December,  1710  : and  this  was  the  begin- 
ning and  establishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

“ From  this  happy  event  arose  such  general 
satisfaction  in  all  degrees  of  people,  that,  though 
the  interest  of  the  Public  Debts  was  reduced, 
and  the  proprietors  received  a less  income  from 
them  than  before,  yet  their  security  for  their 
capital  being  so  much  mended,  the  rate  or 
price  for  the  purchase  of  these  debts  soon  ad- 
vanced to  a much  higher  value,  than  they  were 
at  before  the  reduction;  and  ic  was  easy  to 
foresee,  that,  in  process  of  time,  a further  reduc- 
tion might  have  been  made  by  the  same  just 
and  honourable  methods,  without  any  extraor- 
dinary advantages  to  be  granted  for  the  effect- 
ing it. 

“Had  this  method  (begun  and  executed  so 
successfully,  and  with  such  satisfaction)  been 
further  pursued,  nnd  without  interruption,  the 
dangerous  and  mischievous  part  of _ the  late 
Sooth  Sea  Scheme  might  have  been  avoided  : 
and  yet  the  further  reduction  of  interest  might 
have  been  obtained,  and  taken  place,  much 
sooner  than  it  was  done  by  the  execution  of 
that  scheme. 

“ But  now,  at  length,  not  only  the  redaction 
from  5/  to  4/.  per  cent,  settled  by  the  South 
Sea  Act,  has  taken  place,  but  a voluntary  re- 
duction hath  also  been  made,  by  the  Bank  of 
England,  from  5l.  to  4/.  per  cent,  interest  or 
annuities,  for.two  principal  sums  belonging  to 
them,  amounting  together  to  upwards  of 
3,775,000 /.  and  by  these  several  reductions  a 
farther  addition  is  made  to  the  Sinking  Fund 
of  more  than  377,000 /.  per  annum,  from  Mid- 
summer last:  by  all  these  means,  and  by  the 
savings  of  interest  of  the  debts  that  have  been 
already  discharged,  and  by  several  wise  pro- 
visions for  die  improvement  of  the  funds  them- 
selves, this  Sinking  Fund  is  risen  to,  and  may 
be  reasonably  estimated  at  1,200,000/.  per  ann. 
or  thereabouts;  and  will  be  every  year  increas- 
ing from  the  further  savings  of  the  interest  of 
the  remaining  debts,  from  time  to  time,  as  they 
shall  be  paid  off. 

“ But,  if  any  thing  were  further  necessary  to 
demonstrate  the  immediate  and  certain  advan- 
tages, that  have  accrued  to  the  public  from  the 
methods  used  and  established  to  discharge  the 
National  Debts,  it  is  sufficient  only  to  reflect, 
that  the  interest  of  the  greatest  part  of  the 
debt,  being  now  actually  reduced  from  6/.  to 
4/,  per  cent,  makes  a saving  of  one-third  of  the 
interest  of  such  debt ; which,  being  in  the 
hands  and  possession  of  the  govern  mem,  and 
applicable  from  time  to  time,  to  the  discharge 
of  the  principal,  makes  a gain  and  profit  co  the 
public,  equal  to  the  discharge  of  one-third  of 
such  principal. 

“And,  if  the  amount  of  the  produce  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  did  appear  originally  to  be  about 
400,000/.  per  annum  only,  the  produce  of  the 
said  fund  being  now  raised  to  shout  1,200,000/. 
per  annumji theiatWii^ii^ifi - SOOjOCiO/-  1 ipeer  -.mi- . 


num  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  is  just  so  much 
gained  by  the  public,  if  valued  at  25  years 
purchase,  at  which  rate  all  annuities  are  now 
currently  sold,  makes  a real  profit  to  the  pub- 
lic, amounting  to  twenty  millions. 

“This  is  the  happy  state  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  taken  separately  and  by  itself;  but,  if 
we  cast  our  eyes  upon  the  state  of  our  Publie 
Credit  m gcueral,  it  must  be  an  additional  sa- 
tisfaction to  us,  that,  by  preserving  the  public 
faith  inviolable,  by  the  discharge  of  the  old  Ex- 
chequer Bills,  and  the  reduction  of  the  high  in- 
terest on  all  our  Standing  Debts,  the  whole 
credit  that  is  taken  on  the  annual  funds,  for 
carrying  on  the  current  service  of  the  year,  is 
and  may  be  supplied  for  the  future  at  31.  per 
cent,  or  less,  for  interest,  premium  and  charges, 
by  Exchequer  Bills,  created  just  as  the  occa- 
sions of  the  public  require,  without  any  loans, 
or  being  obliged  to  any  persons  for  money  to 
be  advanced  or  lent  on  the  credit  of  them ; 
and  so  far  is  the  public  from  being  under  the 
former  necessities  of  allowing  extravagant  in- 
terest, premiums  or  discounts,  for  any  money 
they  want,  that  the  only  contest  now  among 
the  creditors  of  the  public  is,  that  every  one  of 
them  desires  to  be  the  last  in  course  of  payment, 

“ Permit  us  then,  most  gracious  Sovereign, 
to  congratulate  your  Majesty  on  the  comforta- 
ble prospect  we  have  now  before  us,  if,  not- 
withstanding the  many  difficulties  this  nation 
has  laboured  under  since  the  happy  accession 
of  your  Majesty’s  late  royal  father  to  the 
throne,  notwithstanding  the  unnatural  Rebel- 
lion which  soon  after  broke  out,  and  the  many 
heinous  Plots  and  Conspiracies  which  have 
since  been  formed  nnd  carried  on  for  overturn- 
ing the  Religion  and  Liberties  of  our  country, 
and  the  Protestant  Succession  in  your  most  il- 
lustrious family,  the  many  disturbances  which 
have  arisen,  and  the  uncertain  and  embroiled 
condition  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  not  a little 
fomented  and  encouraged  by  the  false  intelli- 
gence, and  malicious  insinuations,;  which  have 
been  industriously  spread  abroad  by  your  Ma- 
jesty's aud  our  enemies,  of  the  uneasy  and  per- 
plexed state  of  our  affairs  at  home,  as  if  that 
had  rendered  it  almost  impossible  for  this  na- 
tion, effectually  to  exert  themselves  in  defence 
of  their  own  just  rights  and  possessions,  and 
for  establishing  and  securing  the  public  peace 
and  tranquillity  ; if,  notwithstanding  these  and 
many  other  difficulties  which  we  laboured 
under,  and  while  the  Sinking  Fund  was  yet  in 
its  infancy,  and  so  much  less  than  it  uow  is,  we 
have  been  able  to  diminish  the  National  Debts 
so  much-alreitdy,  what  may  we  not  hope  for  in 
regard  to  a more  speedy  and  sensible  discharge 
of  them  for  the  future,  now  the  Sinking  Fund  is 
so  greatly  increased,  and  our  Public  Credit  m 
so  flourishing  a condition  ? 

“ The  finishing  and  perfecting  thiB  great  work 
seems  to  he  a peculiar  glory  reserved  for  your 
Majesty’s  reign.  From  your  known  goodness 
and  wisdom,  the  present  age  may  promise 
themselves  the  certain  and  immediate  benefit 
ef  youciMaj(i5tj’a'paftku!a!  rftg*r(i  to  the  Pub- 
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lie  Credit,  and  your  universal  care  and  concern 
for  the  ease  and  happiness  of  your  people, 
which  our  latest  posterity  must  rememlier,  and 
acknowledge  with  duty  and  gratitude.”* 

A motion  being  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  That  the  House  do  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Representation ; the 
House  divided : Ayes. '243.  Noes,  77.— So  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Representation  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty  by  the  whole  House. 
r Ordered,  That  such  members  of  this  House, 
as  are  of  his  Majesty’s  most  honourable  Privy 
Council,  do  humbly  know  his  Majesty’s  plea- 
sure, when  he  will  be  attended  by  this  House. 

The  King's  Answer  lo  the  said  Representa- 
tion.] April  10.  The  House  presented  to  the 
King  the  said  Representation,  and  on  the  11th 
Mr.  Speaker  reported  to  the  House  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Answer  thereto  as  follows: 

“ Gentlemen 

« I cannot  hut  be  very  well  pleased  with 


* “ Notwithstanding  the  great  superiority 
of  numbers  which  the  minister  had  in  the 
House,  yet  he  very  wisely  considered,  that  un- 
less his  credit  without  doors  as  well  as  within, 
was  established,  his  power  must  be  precarious, 
or  at  best  uneasy,  if  not  dangerous  to  himself, 
not  to  mention  the  impression  which  a general 
dissatisfaction  might  make  upon  the  mind  of 
his  royal  master.  lie  knew  his  enemies  were 
in  possession  of  the  press,  that  most,  powerful 
of  all  batteries  against  government,  and  that 
they  had,  with  great  success,  propagated 
amongst  the  people  a notion  that  the  Sinking 
Fund,  that  sacred  deposit  for  paying  off  the 
National  Debt,  had  been  of  no  service  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  originally  intended. 
They  had  pretended  to  prove  this  by  numbers, 
and  laborious  calculations,  which  the  people  in' 
general  were  obliged  to  take  upon  trust,  be- 
cause they  did  not  understantl  them  ; and  the 
effect  which  those  writings  had  produced,  were 
bv  no  means  favourable  to  the  administration. 
The  minister,  in  order  at  once  to  destroy  or  to 
rectify  all  prepossessions  and  mistakes  in  so 
capital  a consideration,  made  his  appeal,  and 
that  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  the  tribunal 
of  Majesty  itself.  This  wasthe  true  intention  of 
the  Representation  which  had  been  voted  to  he 
presented  to  the  King  concerning  the  National 
Debt.”  Tindal. 

“ The  effects  of  the  Representation  both  at  1 
home  and  abroad,  were  incalculably  beneficial  ' 
to  the  credit  of  the  minister.  Whatever  were 
the  opinions  of  individuals,  whatever  might  be 
the  cavils  of  those  who  opposed  government, 
the  statement  of  the  minister  was  approved  by 
more  than  two  thirds  of  the  national  represen- 
tatives, assembled  in  parliament,  and  was  so- 
lemnly sanctioned  by  the  King.  At  home  the 
discontents  visibly  subsided ; abroad  the  na- 
t'onal  credit  was  established  on  stronger  grounds 
than  ever.”  iCW»1siW«^fethse!i  by  The  l Ifiiversi 
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this  Representation,  which  must  give  genera* 
satisfaction  to  all  my  people,  by  removing 
those  groundless  jealousies  mid  apprehensions, 
which  have  been  propagated  and  dispersed 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

“ The  happy  effects  of  the  flourishing  state 
of  the  Public  Credit  are  too  sensibly  felt  and 
seen,  rot  to  be  confessed  and  acknowledged  by 

“ The  provision  made  for  gradually  discharg- 
ing the  National  Debt  isuow  become  so  certain 
and  considerable,  that  nothing,  but  some  un- 
foreseen event,  can  alter  or  diminish  it ; which 
gives  us  the  fnirest  prospect  of  seeing  the  Old 
Debts  discharged,  without  auy  necessity  of  in- 

“ And  you  may  be  assured,  that  it  shall  be 
my  particular  care  and  study  to  maintain  and 
preserve  the  Public  Credit;  to  improve  the 
Sinking  Fund;  and  to  avoid  all  occasions  of 
laying  any  new  burthens  upon  my  people.” 

The  King’s  Message  for  a Vote  of  Credit .] 
May  6.  Sir  Paul  Methuen  delivered  to  the 
House  a Message  signed  by  bis  Majesty,  which 
was  rend  by  Mr.  Speaker,  as  follows,  viz. 

“ George  R. 

“ His  Majesty  being  under  some  Engage- 
ment, entered  into,  and  concerted  with  the 
advice  and  concurrence  of  the  Inst  parliament, 
fur  securing  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  this 
kingdom,  and  for  restoring  and  preserving  the 
peace  of  Europe ; and  having  been  enabled  to 
answer  and  defray  the  charges  and  expences 
thereof,  as  far  as  they  have  hitherto  become 
due  and  payable,  and  there  being  still  wanting 
a sum  not  very  considerable,  to  perfect  and  ful- 
fi’  these  obligations,  relying  upon  the  duty  and 
affection  of  his  Commons,  hopes  they  will 
enable  him  to  discharge  such  engagements,  as 
still  remain  unsatisfied  upon  this  head  of  ser- 

The  consideration  of  this  Message  was  put 
off  to  the  next  day. 

Debate  thereon .]  May  7.  The  House  took 
into  consideration  "his  Majesty’s  Message,  and 
after  some  debate,  it  was  at  last  resolved,  by 
237  voices  against  101,  “ That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  bis  Majesty,  to  declare 
the  duty  and  fidelity  of  this  House  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  the' entire  confidence  which  they  re- 
pose in  his  royal  care  of,  and  gobdness  to,  his 

K'ople;  and  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  this 
ouse  will  enable  his  Majesty  to  answer  and 
defray  the  charges  and  expences.  that  still  re- 
main unsatisfied,  of  the  Engagements  entered 
into  and  concerted,  for  securing  the  Trade  and 
Navigation  of  this  kingdom,  and  for  restoring 
and  preserving  the  peace  of  Europe. 

The  King's  Answer  thereto .]  May  8.  The 
Commons  presented  the  said  Address  to  his 
Majesty,  who  returned  the  following  Answer: 
“Gentlemen; 

“ I return  you  my  Thanks  for  this  very  duti- 
ful and  aflectionate  Address ; and  you  may  be 

yflS5tefcdl'tl»rtfeel<i0fflMftieei'^unWpb5e  in  roe, 
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thall  he  employed  for  the  public  good,  and  sup- 
port of  the  common  cause.” 

JWr.  W.  Pultcney’s  Motion  for  an  Account 
of  Grants  of  Timber from  the  Crown.']  May  17. 
A mutiou  being  made,  “ That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions, 
that  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before  this  House 
an  Account  of  the  Sale  of  Woods,  and  Grants 
of  the  Falls  of  Woods,  by  his  late  Majesty, 
from  Christmas,  1715,  to  June  1,  1727,  and 
how  the  same  have  been  accounted  for:"  It 
occasioned  a warm  debate,  wherein 

Mr.  William  Pullency  urged,  That  through 
the  connivance  of  some  men  in  favour  with  our 
late  most  gracious  Kiug,  his  Majesty's  goodness 
had  been  abused  in  several  grants  of  considera- 
ble falls  of  woods,  to  the  great  detriment  and 
waste  of  the  royal  forests,  at  a time  when  the 
nation  stood  in  so  great  need  of  Timber,  for 
the  repairing  and  buildiug  of  ships ; and  there- 
fore he  thought  it  very  proper  for  the  House  to 
inquire  by  what  means  the  said  Grants  came 
to  be  obtained.  He  was  answered  by 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  represented,  That 
such  an  inquiry  might  be  injurious  to  the  me- 
mory of  some  dead,  and  after  all,  prove  alto- 
gether unprofitable  to  the  living. 

Then  the  previous  question  being  put,  That 
the  question  be  now  put,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 

The  King’s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  theSession.] 
May  28.  The  King  came  to  the  House  of 
Peers,*  and  the  Commons  attending,  his  Ma- 
jesty made  the  following  Speech  to  both- 
Houses : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ The  dispatch  you  have  given  to  the  public 
business,  and  the  advanced  season  of  the  year, 
make  it' proper  for  me  to  put  an  end  to  chiases- 
sion  of  parliament. 

“ The  zeal  and  unanimity  which  you  have 
shewn  in  all  your  proceedings,  in  regard  to  the 
true  interest  of  your  country,  and  in  support  of 
the  common  cause,  have  fully  nnswered  my 
expectations,  and  will,  I am  persuaded,  give 
general  satisfaction  here  at  home,  and  cannot 
fail  of  having  their  due  weight  and  influence 
abroad. 

“ I expect  very  soon  to  bear  that  the  Con- 

Kss  Is  opened.  The  Preliminary  Articles 
ving  laid  so  good  a foundation  for  a general 
pacification,  I hope  all  parties  will  bring  with 
them  sucb  favourable  dispositions  for  finishing 
and  perfecting  this  desirable  work,  that  we  shall 
soon  see  a happy  conclusion  of  this  important 
transaction,  with  that  satisfaction  to  me  and 
my  Allies,  which  may  reasonably  he  expected 
from  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the  mutual 
confidence  which  is  established  among  us. 

* The  Order  against  the  Admission  of 
Strangers  into  the  House  of  Lords  was  so 
strictly  observed  during  this  session,  that  no  ac- 
count of  their  lordships’  Speeches  or  Debates 
was  published,!  ns  iih»I,  iitafr  ihd'Tecesi?1'”/  “r 


“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  • I 
“ I return  you  my  Thanks  for  the  effectual  J 
Supplies  you  nave  raised  for  the  service  of  the  ■ 
year.  The  prudent  application  you  have  made  I 
of  the  produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund  will  contri-  I 
bute  to  the  support  of  the  Public  Credit ; and  I 
the  power  you  have  given  me  of  borrowing  1 
500,0001.  for  the  discharge  of  the  Seamen's  * 
Wages,  will  meet  with  universal  approbation.  ' 
“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  recommend,  iq  J 
any  particular  manner,  to  your  cure,  the  pre- 
servation of  the  public  peace  in  your  several 
stations  and  countries:  your  own  inclinations  ' 
will  naturally  lead  you,  by  a due  execution  of  I 
the  laws,  and  a faithful  administration  of  jus-  I 
tice,  to  promote  upon  all  occasions  the  welfare  : 
and  prosperity  of  my  people.” 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the 
Parliament  to  the  8th  of  August : It  was  after-  I 
wards  further  prorogued  to  the  21st  of  Janu*  I 
ary  1729. 


SECOND  SESSION 


SEVENTH  PARLIAMENT 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King's  Speech  on  Opening  of  the  Session.] 
January  21,  1729.  The  Parliament  being  met  . 
at  Westminster,  the  King  came  to  the  House  | 
of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  being  also  come  I 
thither,  his  Majesty  made  the  following  Speech  1 
to  both  Houses : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ I am  sensible  you  are  met  together  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  informed  of  the  present  si-  1 
tuation  of  public  affairs  ; and  of  receiving  that  j 
satisfaction  which  the  expences  already  made, 
and  the  apprehension  of  their  being  continued  I 
for  some  louger  time,  make  it  just  and  reason- 
able for  you  to  desire. 

“ The"  execution  of  the  Preliminary  Articles, 
and  the  opening  of  the  Congress  at  Soissons, 
laid  a foundation  for  you  to  entertain  hopes  of  ' 
seeing,  very  soon,  the  happy  fruits  and  effects  | 
of  a general  pacification. 

“ Bnt  the  various  and  extensive  views,  which  , 
fell  under  consideration,  in  settling  and  recon-  j . 
ciling  the  different  interests  and  pretensions  of  I 
so  many  different  powers,  appeared  to  be  a • 
work  oi‘  so  much  time  and  difliculty,  that  the 
project  of  a Provisional  Treaty  was  thought  of 
us  a proper  expedient ; which  being  concerted 
and  negotiated  among  the  ministers  of  the  prin- 
cipal powers,  parlies  to  the  Treaties  of  Hano- 
ver and  Vienna,  was  approved  of  by  roe  and 
iny  allies,  not  without  reasonable  hopes  of  the 
concurrence  of’  the  Imperial  Court  and  the 
Court  of  Madrid. 

“ But  no  definitive  Answer  being  yet  re* 
turned  by  either  of  them,  nor  the  Project  of  the 
Provisional  Treaty  either  accepted,  or  rejected, 
tlii  fale'df1  Euvbptis  iJiU  held  fa  suspence,  1*- 
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bouring  under  difficulties  thut  unavoidably  at- 
tend such  a doubtful  and  undetermined  con-, 
dition. 

“ It  is  with  no  small  concern,  that  I am  again 
obliged  to  speak  to  my  Parliament  in  this  state 
of  uncertainty ; nor  rnn  I insensible  of  the  bur- 
thens which  my  subjects  bear,  and  that  in  our 
present  circumstances  some  may  be  be  induced 
to  think,  that  an  actual  war  is  preferable  to 
such  a doubtful  and  imperfect  peace.  But  as 
the  exchange  is  very  easy  to  be  made  at  any 
time;  and  as  1 am  confident  I shall  not  be 
thought  backward  in  doing  myself  and  the  na- 
tion justice,  when  a proper  occasion  calls  upon 
me  for  it,  I hope  you  will  believe,  that  a just 
regard  for  the  ease  and  interest  of  my  people 
alone  prevailed  upon  me,  rather  to  suffer  some 
temporary  inconveniencies,  with  the  daily  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  a safe  and  honourable  Peace; 
than  too  precipitately  to  kindle  a War  in  Eu- 
rope, and  to  plunge  the  nation  into  still  greater 
and  unknown  expeuces.  But  how  disagreeable 
soever  these  delays  may  be,  nothing  is  more 
unjust  than  to  impute  them  to  the  conduct  of 
roe,  or  ray  allies.  No  endeavours  indeed  have 
been  wanting  to  separate  and  dissolve  the 
happy  union  that  is  established  among  us;  but 
long  experience,  and  repeated  proofs  of  mutual 
fidelity,  have  so  strengthened  and  cemented 
this  alliance,  founded  upon,  and  united  by  com- 
mou  interest,  that  all  attempts  to  weaken  it,  or 
to  create  jealousies  and  diffidence  among  us, 
have  proved  us  vain  and  fruitless,  as  the  insi- 
nuations to  the  contrary  are  false  and  ground- 
less. 

11  It  will  nevertheless  be  incumbent  upon  us 
to  bring  this  important  transaction  to  a speedy 
and  certain  decision,  that  if  a conclusion  can 
be  put  to  it,  consistent  with  the  security  and 
preservation  of  the  rights,  privileges,  and  pos- 
sessions of  Great  Britain  and  my  allies,  the 
blessings  of  peace  may  be  diffused  throughout 
Europe,  and  mv  kingdoms  again  enjoy  the 
happy  effects  of  a settled  tranquillity ; or,  if 
this  cannot  be  had,  that  the  allies  may  unite 
with  vigour  and  resolution,  and  exert  them- 
selves in  procuring  that  justice  and  satisfaction 
which  has  been  so  long  delayed.  If  this  should 
unavoidably  be  the  case,  1 depend  upon  the 
zeal  and  affection  of  this  Parliament,  that  they 
will  cheerfully  and  effectually  support  me  iu 
carrying  on  a just  and  necessary  war. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

“ I wished  and  truly  hoped  to  have  seen  the 
public  Expences  lessened  before  this  time,  but 
the  present  circumstances  of  affairs  oblige  me 
to  ask  of  you  such  Supplies  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  answering  and  defraying  the  charge  and 
services  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  for  enabling 
me,  as  events  may  require,  to  act  with  vigour, 
and  in  concert  with  my  allies,  who  have  re-  i 
solved  to  make  the  same  preparations,  and  to 
keep  on  foot  all  their  extraordinary  forces : I 
will  order  the  proper  Estimates  to  be  imme- 
diately prepared  and  laid  before  you.  And  as 
the  produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund  has  exceeded 
expectatiow^^^sp^^.i*,^  ytwr. 
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care  to  make  a farther  application  of  it  to  it* 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ It  cannot  be  expected  that  I should  enter 
into  the  several  causes  and  motives,  which  may 
have  occasioned  the  present  delays  in  the 
courts  of  Vienna  nnd  Madrid;  but  if,  among 
other  reasons,  hopes  given  from  hence  of  cre- 
ating discontents  and  divisions  among  my  sub- 
jects, and  a prospect  of  seeing  difficulties  arise 
at  home,  hnte  greatly  encouraged  them  in  their 
dilatory  proceedings:  1 am  persuaded,  that 
your  known  affection  to  nie,  and  a just  regard 
for  your  own  honour  and  the  interest  and  se- 
curity of  ihe  nation,  will  determine  you  effec- 
tually to  discourage  the  unnatural  and  injurious 
practices  of  some  few,  who  suggest  the  means 
of  distressing  their  country,  nnd  afterwards  cla- 
mour at  the  inconveniencies  which  they  them- 
selves have  occasioned.  It  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, that  foreign  courts  will  wait  now  for  the 
result  of  your  deliberations;  and  as  you  may 
depend  upon  my  constancy  and  steadiness,  that 
no  wicked  and  groundless  suggestions  or  insi- 
nuations shall  make  me  depart  from  my  pre- 
sent purposes,  so  I entirely  rely  upon  your  wis- 
dom and  uuanimity,  to  convince  the  world, 
that  such  pernicious  designs  and  intrigues  shall 
not  alter  that  affection,  harmony,  and  good  un- 
derstanding, which  has  hitherto  subsisted,  and 
I hope  will  always  subsist,  between  me  and  my 
Parliament.” 

The.  Lords’  Address  of  Thanks .]  The  Lords 
agreed  to  the  following  Address  of  Thanks: 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
humble  and  hearty  Thanks  of  this  House  for 
your  Majesty’s  must  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne;  and  to  congratulate  your  Majesty  upon 
the  safe  arrival  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
of  Wales. 

“ This  happiness  is  owing  to  your  Mnjesty'j 
paternal  affection,  and  affords  l lie  highest  and 
most  peculiar  liopour  to  this  House,  nnd  n great 
satisfaction  to  all  good  subjects.  The  com- 
municating to  us  the  present  situation  of  Pub- 
lic Affairs,  the  giviug  nil  the  sal  isfaniou  con- 
cerning them  we  could  reasonably  desire,  and 
the  tender  concern  your  Majesty  is  pleased  to 
express  for  the  suspcucc  in  which  the  affairs  of 
Europe  are  still  held,  and  the  temporary  in- 
conveniences to  us,  which  of  necessity  must  at- 
tend it,  are  fresh  instances  how  much  your  Ma- 
jesty has  at  heart  the  welfare  of  your  kingdoms. 

“ However  doubtful  the  event  of  the  pre- 
sent negotiations  may  prove,  which  your  Ma- 
jesty has  laboured  with  so  much  prudence,  iu 
concert  with  your  Allies,  to  bring  to  an  ho- 
nourable conclusion,  we  must  with  great  satis- 
faction observe,  that  our  present  state  of  un- 
certainty will  soon  be  determined,  your  Ma- 
jesty having  been  pleased  to  declare  your  opi- 
nion, in  concurrence  with  the  most  ardent  dc- 
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cessary  to  insist  upon  a speedy  and  certain  de- 
cision of  this  important  transaction.  This  is  a 
measure  now  become  essential  to  the  interest 
of  our  country,  aud  will  convince  all  those 
who  have  promoted  those  delays,  or  have  bad 
the  high  presumption  to  impute  them  to  your  , 
Majesty's  conduct,  that  the  sceptre  of  Great 
Britain  is  in  the  hands  of  a prince  as  little 
capable  of  being  amused  as  intimidated. 

“ We  are  fully  sensible,  that  a generous  and 
compassionate  regard  for  the  ease,  and  happi- 
ness of  your  subjects  could  alone  have  prevail- 
ed upon  your  Majesty  to  be  hitherto  patient 
under  these  dilatory  proceedings;  for  if  this 
undetermined  state  has  been  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  your  kingdoms,  anil  if  it  has 
laid  any  burthen  on  your  people,  it  must  ne- 
cessarily have  raised  a high  resentment  in  your 
Majesty,  the  guardian  and  father  of  them. 

“ But  if,  contrary  to  your  Majesty’s  wishes 
and  onr  own,  that  justice  and  satisfaction,  so 
long  delayed,  cannot  be  obtained  by  amicable 
measures;  if  the  patience  of  your  Majesty 
and  your  Allies  should  be  abused,  and  if  the 
only  way  to  Peace  should  be  by  an  appeal  to 
Heaven  in  a just  and  necessary  War,  we  shall, 
with  the  greatest  cheerfulness  and  zeal,  support 
your  Majesty  in  the  prosecution  of  it,  and 
enable  you  to  carry  it  on  with  vigour  in  con- 
junction with  your  allies;  we  have  this  com- 
fort, if  a war  unavoidably  must  happen,  that  it 
will  be  kindled  at  a time,  when  the  reputation 
of  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  cannot  suffe  r any 

“ The  alliance,  in  which  your  Majesty  is  en- 
gaged, being  founded  upon  common  interest, 
and  strengthened  with  repeated  marks  of 
mutual  fidelity,  will,  we  hope,  effectually  de- 
feat the  wicked  designs  of  your  enemies,  who, 
by  false  and  malicious  insinuations,  would 
either  create  a diffidence  among  the  powers  so 
united,  or  mislead  your  own  subjects  into  un- 
just opinions  of  the  conduct  of  your  Majesty’s 
Allies. 

“ It  appears  evident  to  us,  that  nothing  could 
more  encourage  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Madrid  in  their  present  delays,  than  if  hopes 
have  been  given  from  hence  of  creating  dis- 
contents and  divisions  among  us,  and  of  a pros- 
pect of  seeing  difficulties  arise  at  home  : But 
whatever  have  been  the  various  and  secret  ma- 
chinations of  .some  few,  who,  through  envy  or 
nmbitiou  may  have  debased  themselves  so  far, 
as  to  act  in  concert  with  the  meanest  and 
most  treacherous  disturbers  of  the  stale;  we 
hope  that  by  their  continual  disappointments 
in  their  pernicious  and  unnatural  designs,  they 
will  themselves  despair  of  being  able  to'  bring 
distress  upon  ibeir  country,  even  though  they 
shomd,  by  artifice,  and  the  lenity  of  the  con- 
stitution, almost  daily  abused,  escape  the  in- 
famous punishment  due  by  the  laws  of  the 
land  to  such  crimes.  We  entirely  depend 
upon  your  Majesty's  constancy  and  steadiness 
(virtues  ever  inseparable  from  a greut  mind) 
that  no  wicked  and  groundless  suggestions  or 
msinuationar^Hr«4iieriy'Bi)i*7<fiif!esetit  ‘ purposes^ , 
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or  induce  your  Majesty  to  give  ear  to  fluctuat- 
ing counsels and  we  shall  endeavour  to  con- 
vince the  world,  that  no  artful  designs  or  in, 
trigues  shall  change  that  affection  and  harmony, 
which  has,  and  we  are  confident,  ever  will 
subsist,  between  your  Majesty  and  your  parlia* 

The  King’s  AnsKier.]  To  this  Address  his 
Majesty  returned  the  following  Answer : 

“ My  Lords; 

“I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  Ad- 
dress. So  seasonable  an  instance  of  your  con- 
fidence in  me,  cannot  fail  of  produciog  very 
good  effects  both  at  home  and  abroad.  You 
may  depend  upon  my  constant  endeavours  to 
promote  the  ease  and  prosperity  of  my  people, 
which  is  the  best  return  I can  make  for  yout 
zeal  and  affection.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address  of  I 
Thanks.]  The  Commons  being  returned  to 
their  House,  anti  the  Speaker  having  reported 
his  Majesty's  Speech,  sir  George  Oxcnden  1 
moved  for  an  Address  “ To  return  bis  Majesty  I 
the  Thanks  of  the  House,  for  his  most  gracious 
Speech ; to  congratulate  his  Majesty  upon  the  ; 
arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Wales;  to  acknow-  j 
ledge  his  Majesty’s  goodness  and  wisdom,  in  ] 
avoiding  all  difficulties  aud  delays,  by  concert-  ! 
ing  the  most  expeditious  methods  of  concind.  1 
ing,  witli  honour  and  justice,  the  negotiations  I 
depending  at  Soi-sons : to  express  their  grate-  I 
ful  sense  of  his  Majesty’s  lender  regard  for  the  ‘ 
ease  and  interest  of  lus  people,  in  declining  to  I 
plunge  the  nation  into  greater  and  unknown  I 
expenccs,  as  long  as  there  is  a prospect  of  ob-  * 
mining  a salt  and  honourable  peace  : to  assure  I 
his  Majesty,  that  this  House,  fully  convinced,  I 
that  his  Majesty’s  own  honour,  and  the  honour  9 
of  the  nation,  are,  above  all  things  dear  and  { 
precious  to  him,  entirely  relies  upon  his  Ma-  J 
jesty  to  do  himself  and  the  nation  justice,  as  I 
soon  as  any  proper  occasion  shall  call  upon  hint  I 
for  it,  and  to  secure  the  commerce  of  this  king-  I 


* “ Nothing  could  be  more  decent  than  the  I 
Address  proposed  ; but  the  Opposition,  ill  or-  I 
der  tp  expose  the  ministry  to  the  commercial  I 
part  of  the  nation  especially,  raised  a debate  3 
upon  a mere  quibble ; for  they  moved,  that  his  ■ 
Majesty  should  he  addressed  to  ‘ restore’  the  ■ 
commerce  of  the  kingdom.  Though  this  cavil  ■ 
was  below  criticism,  yet  it  gave  n handle  for  I 
declamation  upon  a point  which  the  ministry  ■ 
could  not  get  over,  llie  depredations  of  the  Spa-  J 
niards.  Sir  William  Young  was  then  a Ire-  j 
quentaud  a ready  speaker.  He  was  obnoxious  to 
many,  how  justly  we  cannot  9ay,  for  some  steps  , 
he  had  made  in  private  life,  and  ihis  prepos- 
session allecied  the  opinion  of  ihe  public  in  his  | 
parliamentary  and  ministerial  character.  Not- 
withstanding this,  had  he  been  in  the  opposition 
lie  would  have  been  cried  up  as  a unin  o!  wit, 
parts  and  eloquence.  Iu  fact  he  was  a man  ot  i 
good  natural  endowments,  and  i hough  he  stuck 
i tnrlfiisi&itmdii-wfaa  faasaO'Uifi  lletid  of  the  adnn* 
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Sir  George  Oxeoden  whs  seconded  by  Mr. 
Walter  Chet  wynd,  ami  supported  by  Air.  Ed- 
ward Thompson,  anil  sir  Williuin  Yonge.  Some 
Members  hereupon  took,  exception  at  the  words 
to  * speure  the  Commerce,’  instead  of  which 
they  though!  it  more  proper  to  say  ‘‘restore  the 
Commerce And  to  support  their  opinion, 
took  notice  of  the  many  and  great  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  British  merchants,  by  the  depre- 
dations of  the  Spaniards,  both  in  Europe  and 


uistrntion,  no  man  in  the  House  had  more  true 
English  behaviour  and  sentiments.  It  is  cer- 
tain ilmt  lie  had  great  volubility  in  speaking, 
which  his  enemies  termed  frothmess,  but  with 
no  more  justice,  than  as  the  term  is  applicable 
to  any  speaker,  whose  eagerness  in  supporting 
his  friend’s  measures,  render  him  a little  too 
prolix  on  ccilain  occasions.  But  in  all  other 
respects,  sir  William  Young  had  great  public 
and  parliamentary  abilities. 

“ When  the  opposition  shewed  themselves 
in  earnest  to  support  their  amendment,  sir  Wil- 
liam endeavoured  to  prove  with  great  success, 
that  restoring  and  securing  commerce  was  a 
distinction  without,  a difference;  because  sup- 
posing, which  be  did  not  admit,  that  the  British 
commerce  was  ruined,  it  must  he  restored  be- 
fore it  could  be  secured.  Both  lie  and  Mr. 
Thompson  of  York,  who,  with  very  moderate 
abilities,  wus  a perpetual  advocate  for  the 
minister,  aud  severul  other  gentlemen,  endea- 
voured to  shew,  that  whatever  was  just  in  the 
outcry  against  the  Spanish  depredations,  was 
in  u great  measure  owing  to  the  insatiable 
avarice  of  the  Euglish  merchants  and  command- 
ers of  vessels,  who  carried  on  an  illicit  trade 
with  the  subjects  of  Spain  in  America,  in 
dctiauce  of  treaties  and  the  laws  of  nations,  as 
well  as  to  the  manifest  prejudice  of  the  fair 
English  trader. 

“ A Pamphlet  had  been  wrote  at  this  lime 
in  favour,  and  under  the  countenance,  of  the 
minister,  and  was  supposed  to  be  the  work  of  a 

{relate,  who  had  greatly  distinguished  himself, 
y his  political  writings  against  the  Tory  minis- 
try at  the  lullc-r  end  of  queen  Anne’s  reign. 
The  Pamphlet  was  spirited  and  genteel,  but 
contained  some,  and  those  capital  iunaccura- 
cics,  which  the  minister,  who  was,  in  matters 
of  that  kind,  inexcusably  careless,  lmd  suffered 
to  pass  uncorrect'ed  and  unquestioned.  As  it 
was  known  however  to  be  a pamphlet  of  au- 
thority, Mr.  Thompson  and  some  others  of  the 
court  members  ventured  very  injudiciously  to 
quote  it,  in  defence  of  the  administration ; par- 
ticularly some  passages,  tending  to  vindicate 
the  ministry  m that  unpupuku  part  of  their 
conduct,  the  keeping  of  Admiral  Hosier's  fleet 
so  long  inactive  on  the  coasts  of  America. 
This,  besides  its  being  unparliamentary,  gave 
great  advantages  to  the  opposition;  for  Mr. 
Pulteney,  by  exposing  one  glaring  inconsis- 
tency in  it,  that  of  confounding  the  Spanish 
flotilla  and  the  galleons  together,  turned  the 
whole  of  the  court  writings  into  ridicule. 
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the  . West-Indies-;  not  without  reflecting  on 
some  persons,  for  nut  giving  proper  orders  to 
secure  our  trade,  to  repress  those  insults,  and 
to  make  reprisals,  according  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions. This  occasioned  a debate,  upon  die 
question,  whether  the  word  ‘Secure  should 
stand,  or  whether*  Restore'  should  be  inserted 
instead  of  it;  hut  sir  George  Oxenden,  Mr. 
Walter  Chetwynd,  Mr.  Edward  Thompson,  sir 
William  Yonge,  Mr.  Doddington,  Mr.  Horatio 


udwiral  Hosier's  and  other  English  sea-officers 
instructions,  which  the  government  had  suffer- 
ed to  be  published,  were  likewise  represented 
as  beiug  uufuir,  because  the  whole  of  tbe 
instructions  were  not  exhibited.  Captain,  after- 
wards admiral  Vernon,  made  a considerable 
figure  in  this  debule.  Being  well  acqniuted 
with  the  nature  of  the  service  admiral  Hosier 
had  gone  upon,  and  having  few  or  none  in  the 
limise  who  could  contradict  him  upon  their 
own  experience,  he  laboured  to  prove,  that  the 
extracts  from  Hosier’s  instructions  were  spuri- 
ous, or  if  not  spurious,  the  instructions  them- 
selves were  impracticable. 

“ Sir  Joseph  Jekyl.  master  of  the  rolls,  was 
then,  occasionally,  in  tbe  opposition.  He  was 
esteemed  an  honest,  uncorrupted  judge  and 
senator;  his  affection  for  the  Protestant  suc- 
cession wus  unquestionable,  and  his  abilities 
both  ia  law  nnd  equity  were  deemed  to  be  con- 
siderable. lie  was,  however,  a weak  politi- 
cian, and  a very  indifferent  speaker.  But  his 
character  giving  him  weight,  the  opposition 
thought  they  lmd  gained  a great  point  in  bring- 
ing him  over  to  their  side.  His  prepossessions 
in  favour  of  the  old  Whig  principles  were  so 
strong,  that  he  could  not  with  any  patience 
bear  the  thoughts  of  England  detaching  herself 
from  the  house  of  Austria,  and  being  linked 
with  that  of  Bourbon.  This  was.  n revolution 
in  politics,  which  lie  thought  even  endangered 
the  constitution,  the  security  of  which,  he  said, 
ought  to  he  addressed  for,  as  well  as  the  secu- 
rity of  commerce.  In  slioit,  the  ablest  speakers, 
both  for  and  against  the  measures  of  the  admi- 
nistration, exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  in 
this  debate;  hut  the  question  being  put,  whe- 
ther the  word  ‘ secure'  should  stand,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  aflirmativc,  by  a mnjority  of  2*9 
against  87.”  Tinrtal. 

“ It  is  observnble  that  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  satisfy  a laudable  cu- 
riosity of  being  acquainted  with  the  manner  of 
proceeding  in  the  House  of  Commons,  was  pre- 
sent at  this  remarkable  debate ; which  beiug 
over,  the  lord  Harrington  moved,  ‘ That  n 
‘ message  be  seut  to  his  Royal  Highness,  to 
‘ express  the  satisfaction  nnd  great  joy  of  this 
‘ House,  at  liis  Royal  Highness's  safe  nnd  hap- 
• py  arrival  in  Great  Britain.  &c.'  His  lord- 
ship was  seconded  by  the  hon.  col.  Onslotv ; 
whereupon  the  said  Message  was  unanimously 
voted,  and  these  two  members,  with  several 
others,  were  ordered  to  attend  his  Royal  High- 
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Walpole,  lord  Finch,  lord  Mnipas,  Mr.  Tal- 
bot, sir  William  Strickland,  sir  Paul  Methuen, 
and  sirRobert  Walpole,  insisted  on  the  former; 
and  on  the  other  hand;  sir  William  Wyndham, 
Mr.  William  Pulteney,  capt.  Vernon,  Mr. 
Shippcn,  sir  Joseph  Jekvll,  Mr.  Lutwyche,  Mr. 
Sandys,  and  Mr.  Wilmington,  were  as  stre- 
nuous for  the  latter;  and  an  eminent  courtier 
having  offered  to  produce  a pamphlet,  [Entitled, 
“ Observations  on  the  conduct  of  Great- Britain, 
with  regard  to  the  Negociations  and  other  Tran- 
sactions abroad, 1729.’']  to  justify  the  conduct  of 
Great-Britnin,  with  relation  to  the  supposed 
inactivity  of  our  squadrous,  and  the  depreda- 
tions committed  by  the  Spaniards ; and  with 
that  view,  containing  abstracts  of  the  Instruc- 
tions given  to  admiral  Hosier,  and  the  other 
Commanders  of  the  British  squadrons," 

Mr.  WilliamPultenei/ animadverted  upon, and 
exploded  that  pamphlet,  as  made  up  of  glaring 
misrepresentations  of  facts,  inconsistencies,  aud 
contradictions.  He  urged,  that  though  the  Au- 
thor, by  bis  bold  launching  into  politics,  his  pre- 
tending to  be  let  into  the  deepest  mysteries  of 
State,  and  his  publishing  part  of  the  Instructions 
given  toour  Admirals,  would  he  thought  to  write 
with  authority;  yet  it  seemed  very  extraordinary, 
nnd  highlyimprubable  that  an  obscureand  name- 
less pamphleteer  should  be  favoured  with  Pa- 
pers of  such  importance  and  private  nature  : 
that  therefore  it  was  more  reasonable  to  be- 
lieve, that  this  scribbler  had  surreptitiously  pro- 
cured these  imperfect  lights  and  lame  abstracts 
from  some  of  the  under-clerks,  which  Jie  printed 
with  his  crude  and  indigested  observations,  in 
order  to  curry  favour ; for  that  it  could  not  be 
supposed,  that  men  of  so  great  abilities,  as  they 
who  are  at  the  head  of  our  affairs,  should  not 
know  the  difference  between  the  flotilla  and 
galleons,  or  that  they  sailed  from  two  ports,  at 
a very  great  distance  from  each  Other.  Mr. 
Pulteney  was  backed  by 

Capt.  Vernon,  member  for  Penryn,  who  said, 

‘ That  he  would  not  pretend  to  determine, 
whether  those  scraps  of  Instructions  published 
in  the  Pamphlet  in  question,  were  genuine  or 
forged ; but  this  he  would  venture  to  aver,  that 
there  were  in  them  some  tilings  so  very  odd 
and  inconsistent,  as  gave  them  a very  suspici- 
ous aspect ; or,  if  genuine,  rendered  them  im- 
practicable.’ Hereupon 

Sir  Joseph  Jefo/U  said,  that  since  the  cour- 
tiers so  strenuously  insisted  on  the  word  ‘ se- 
cure,’ he  would  readily  comply  with  them,  pro- 
vided a small  addition  was  made  to  the  Ad- 
dress, to  put  them  in  mind  of  securing  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people. 

At  last  the  question  being  called  for,  and 
put.  Whether  the  ivord  * secure,'  should  stand? 
It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  2-19  votes 
against  87  : and  a committee  wrs  appointed  to 
draw  up  the  said  Address. 

The  Commons’  Address  of  Thanks. ] January 
22.  Sir  George  Oxendeu  reported  the  Address 
drawn  up  :Uy'tJife  (>'olattrti«tfejcWhich'^as;agfel£d' 
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to,  and  on  the  following  day  the  House  present- 
ed the  same  to  the  King  as  follows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
| parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  humbly  to 
return  our  sincere  and  unfeigned  thanks  for 
your  Majesty's  most  gracious  speech  from  the 
throne. 

“ We  congratulate  vour  Majesty  upon  the 
safe  arrival  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
Wales,  so  much  to  the  joy  and  satisfaction  of 
your  Mnjesty  and  all  your  people. 

“ We  arenotinsensihle  of  the  various  and  ex- 
tensive views,  which  must  naturally  arise  in 
settling  and  reconciling  the  different  interests 
and  pretensions  of  so  many  different  powers, 
parties  to  the  treaties  of  Hanover  and  Vienna ; 
and  we  acknowledge,  with  the  utmost  grati- 
tude, your  Majesty’s  great  wisdom  and  pru- 
dence, in  avoiding,  us  far  as  was  possible,  all 
occasions  of  difficulties  and  delays,  by  con- 
certing the  most  expeditious  methods  of  con- 
cluding, with  honoor  and  justice,  the  nego- 
tiations depending  at  Soissons. 

“ We  have  the  happiness  to  see  your  Ma- 
jesty indefatigable  in  the  pursuits  of  the  inter- 
ests of  your  people  ; accommodating  and  com- 
posing the  public  differences,  declining  the 
temptation  of  military  glory,  and  chusing  ra- 
ther to  secure  to  your  subjects  their  just  rights 
and  possessions,  by  the  milder  arts  of  modera- 
tion and  forbearance,  than  to  plunge  the 
nation  unnecessarily  into  infinite  and  unknown 
expences. 

“But  your  faithful  Commons  are  so  folly 
convinced,  dipt  your  own  honour,  and  the 
honour  of  your  kingdoms,  are  considerations  so 
dear  to  your  Majesty,  and  so  inseparable  from 
your  royal  inind,  that  we  can,  with  the  great- 
est confidence  imaginable,  entirely  rely  upon, 
your  Majesty’s  undoubted  valour  and  resolu- 
tion to  do  yourself  and  the  nation  justice,, 
whenever  a proper  occasion  calls  upon  you  for 
it ; nnd  we  cannot  in  tile  least  doubt,  from 
your  Majesty’s  constant  and  due  regard  to  the 
rights,  privileges,  nnd  interests 'of  your  (people/ 
bat  that  your  princely  care  will  equally  ex- 
tend itself  to  the  securing  our  commerce,  and 
obtaining  a just  satisfaction'  for  the  many  and 
great  losses  sustained  by  your  trading  subjects. 

“ The  mutual  harmony  and  fidelity,  so  firmly' 
established  and  subsisting  between  your  Ma- 
jesty and  your  Allies,  cannot  fail  to  create  in 
your  Commons  the  highest  satisfaction  ; and 
it  is  with  pleasure  we  observe,  that  all  endea- 
vours and  attempts  to  separate  and  dissolve 
this  happy  union,  of  such  consequence  to  your 
kingdoms,  and  so  essential  to  the  preserving 
the  pence  and  tranquillity  of  Europe,  have 
proved  vain  and  unsuccessful. 

“ We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that 
we  will,  with  the  greatest  chearfolness,  raise 
the  supplies  necessary  for  answering  and  de- 
fraying the  charges  and  expences  of  the  en- 
suing year,  and  Will  not  foil  to  make  the 
produce  of 
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the  sinfeingjuiid.  And  if,  after  all  your  Ma- 
jesty's unwearied  endeavours  to  procure  a safe 
and  honourable  peace,  a rupture  should  be- 
come unavoidable,  your  Majesty  may  depend 
upon  tbe  zeol  apd  affection  of  this  House,  ef- 
fectually to  support  your  Majesty,  in  carry- 
ing on  a just  and  necessary  war,  and  enable 
you  to  act  with  vigour  in  conjunction  with  your 
allies,  as  future  events  and  the  circumstances 
of  public  affairs  may  require. 

“ And  as  nothing  can  be  more  injurious  to 
your  Majesty’s  honour,  and  the  interest  and 
reputation  of  your  people,  than  the  vile  and 
detestable  practices  of  those,  who  by  giving 
hopes  of  discontents,  divisions  and  difficulties 
arising  here  at  home,  encourage  the  dilatory 
proceedings  that  have  hitherto  retarded  the 
conclusion  of  this  important  transaction  : We 
look  with  the  utmost  abhorrence  upon  the  au- 
thors and  contrivers  of  such  base  and  unnatural 
artifices,  who  suggest  the  means  of  distressing 
their  country,  and  clamour  at  the  inconveni- 
ences which  they  themselves  have  occasioned. 
This  makes  it  highly  incumbent  upon  us  to 
give  your  Majesty  the  most  unfeigned  assurance, 
that  this  House  will,  by  an  unshaken  duty  and 
affection  to  your  Majesty,  and  by  a steady 
perseverance  in  support  of  your  government, 
convince  the  world,  that  no  false  and  ground- 
less insinuations,  no  wicked  designs  and  in- 
trigues whatsoever,  shall  be  able  to  alter  or 
diminish  that  harmony  and  good  understanding 
between  your  Majesty  and  your  parliament, 
which  our  inclination,  duty,  and  interest  call 
upon  us  inviolably  to  preserve.” 

The  King’s  Answer .]  To  this  Address  the 
King  returned  the  following  Answer : 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful  and  affec- 
tionate Address,  and  for  the  assurances  you 
have  given  me  of  your  concurrence  and  sup- 
port in  my  present  engagements  : You  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  tbe  honour  and  interest 
of  my  people  shall  be  my  principal  care  and 
concern,  in  all  events.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Number  of 
the  Land  Forces.]  January  81.  The  Commons 
being  in  a grand  Committee  on  the  Supply,  a 
motion  was  made  for  continuing  the  same 
Number  of  Men  for  Guards  and  Garrisons  in 
Great- Britain,  as  were  provided  for  the  year 
1728,  amounting  to  22,955  men. 

This  was  strongly  opposed  by  Mr.  William 
Pulteney,  and  Mr.  Shippen,  who  urged,  That 
a Standing  Army  was  altogether  inconsistent 
with  our  laws  and  constitution  : that  there  is 
uo  instance  of  any  regular  force  kept  in  Eng- 
land ia  time  of  peace,  before  the  unfortunate 
reign  of  king  Charles  1.  That  the  Armies  that, 
were  raised  in  former  days,  either  to  suppress 
intestine  commotions,  or  for  foreign  service, 
were  always  disbanded  immediately  after  those 
occasions  were  over : that  the  army  in  the 
time  of  king  Charles  1 proved  no  less  fatal 
and  oppressiVB  tft.tte  partiamsBt.  tbatiraised-kjir 
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than  to  the  king  himself  whose  head  they  cut 
offi  for  though  they  were  raised  in  defence  of 
liberty,  yet  they  served  at  last  to  support  an 
usurper,  and  to  establish  an  arbitrary  military 
government : that  the  army  king  James  2 
raised  was  the  primary  cause  of  his  misfortunes, 
as  it  roused  the  true  JEiiglisb  spirit,  and  created 
those  fears  and  jealousies,  which  his  subsequent 
acts  of  power  and  bigotry  made  afterwards 
appear  to  be  but  too  well  grounded  : that  the 
nation  were  so  sensible  of  the  dangers  they 
had  escaped,  by  the  seasonable  coining  over 
of  a Deliverer,  that  one  fundamental  Article 
for  the  establishment  of  our  Liberties,  in  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  is,  ‘ That  the  keeping  up  a stand- 
1 ing  army  in  time  of  peace,  is  contrary  to  law 
that,  accordingly,  after  the  Peace  of  Ryswick 
the  greatest  part  of  the  army  was  disbanded  ; 
and  though,  upon  the  just  fear  of  a new  war, 
the  parliament  complimented  king  William 
with  an  establishment  of  10,000  men,  yet  the 
same  was  not  obtained  without  opposition; 
many  honest  and  sober  men,  among  the 
warmest  sticklers  for  the  Revolution,  looking 
upon  it  as  an  encroachment  on  our  liberties, 
and  being  justly  apprehensive  it  would  prove  a 
dangerous  precedent:  that  during  the  late  war, 
our  Land-Forces,  together  with  those  in  our 

E,  amounted  to  above  200,000  men,  the 
I of  which  still  lies  heavy  upon  us ; but 
after  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  there  was  a general 
reduction,  except  about  12,000  men  : that 
upon  the  late  king’s  accession,  when  the  Re- 
bellion broke  out  iu  Scotland  and  England,  the 
army  was,  indeed,  augmented  with  several  re- 
giments, and  other  additional  troops:  but  these 
were  again  reduced  not  long  after  : that  in  the 
year  1727,  upon  the  prospeot  of  the  great  dan- 
gers that  were  apprehended  from  the  Treaty 
of  Vienna,  an  augmentation  ofabout8000  men 
was  moved  for  in  this  House;  but  the  same  was 
warmly  opposed;  nor  was  it  granted  but  apou 
assurance  that  this,  expence  should  cease,  as 
soon  as  the  extraordinary  occasion  that  called 
for  it  was  over:  that  the  event  luisshewii,  iliac 
most  of  these  dangers  were  ill  grounded  and 
chimerical,  the  court  of  Vienna  having  readily 
agreed  to  preliminaries,  that  nave  been  looked 
upon  as  a sufficient  foundation  for  a general 
pacification  : That,  at  the  solicitations  both 
of  tbe  Emperor  and  king  of  France,  the  king 
of  Spain  being  prevailed  upon  to  come  into 
the  same  measures,  the  Congress  of  Si  lissom 
was  formed,  in  which,  it  seems  a Provisional 
Treaty  has  been  negotiated,  among  the  minis- 
ters of  tbe  principal  powers,  parti,  s to  the 
Treaties  of  Hanover  and  Vienna,  which  has 
been  approved  of  by  his  Majesty,  and  his  Allies, 
not  without  reasonable  hopes  of  the  concur- 
rence of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  : 
That  therefore  this  seemed  n most  proper  time 
tC,  retrench  our  annual  Expences,  and  by  using 
tbe  most  exact  ceconoray,  to  shew  they  were 
willing  to  ease  the  nation  of  tbe  immense  load 
of  Debt  that  lies  upon  it : That  besides  the 
present  Establishment  of  Guards  and  Garri-- 
mm i»-Gmtnitei<*f  Ittas-Forow lift  Minorca, 
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Gibraltar,  ami  the  West-Indies,  we  pay  for 
12,000  Hessian  auxiliaries  and  subsides  to  the 
kin?  ofSwcdeu,  and  thedukeof  Wolfeinbuttle: 
And  since,  by  the  situation  of  the  * Public  Af- 
fairs, it  was  apparent,  that  those  extraordinary 
expences  might  with  safety  be  lessened,  they 
ought  to  begin  with  reducing,  if  not  all,  at 
least  part  of,  the  additional  Forces  that  were 
raised  two  years  before:  That  his  Majesty  was 
entirely  possessed  of  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
wherein  his  best  security  is;  but  if  any  thing 
could  lessen  their  affections  {o  the  present 
happy  Settlement,  and  make  the  nation  jea- 
lous and  apprehensive  of  dangers  to  our  ex- 
cellent constitution,  it  would  be  to  see  such 
numerous  Forces  kept  up,  while  (here  was  no 
manner  of  business  !br  them  either  at  borne  or 
abroad. 

To  this  Mr.  Walpole  and  Mr.  Doddington 
answered,  ‘ That  arguments  against  Standing 
Armies  drawn  from  antieiit  times,  were  foreign 
and  inconclusive,  siuCe,  in  those  days,  there 
were  no  regular  forces  kept  up  in  any  part  of 
Europe;  whereas  at  present,  there  is  no  king- 
dom uor  state  without  them : That  the  sup- 
posed incouvenieuces  and  dangers  from  Stand- 
ing Armies  ought  not  to  be  of  any  weight, 
aince  more  instances  might  be  produced  of 
thdir  being  beneficial  tlmn  of  their  being  hurt- 
ful ; for  many  States,  and,  in  particular,  the 
Republic  of  Holland,  owe  the  preservation  of 
their  liberties  to  their  regular  troops;  and 
others  have  been  enslaved  by  encroaching  am- 
bitious neighbours  for  want  of  them : That  the 
body  of  Forces  now  on  the  establishment, 
though  larger  tlmn  in  former  time9,  could  give 
no  jealousy  or  umbrage  to  any  reasonable 
Englishman ; for,  if  it  deserves  the  name  of 
an  army,  it  is  but  an  annual  and  parliamentary 
army,  under  the  severest  and  strictest  discipline, 
and  not  only  dependent  upon,  but  subservient 
and  useful  to  the  civil  power;  and  therefore  it 
was  no  less  unjust  that)  absurd,  to  entertain  and 
infuse  apprehensions  from  such  an  army : That 
as  long  as  the  main  reasons,  for  which  our  na- 
tiomil  forces  were  encreased, subsisted, so  long, 
in  prudence,  ought  that  addition  to  be  kept  up. 
That  the  public  affairs  have  now,  indeed,  a 
fairer  aspect  than  some  years  ago,  yet  no  rea- 
sonable man  would  have  the  army  reduced  be- 
fore a peace  is  fully  concluded : That  a provi- 
sional Treaty  for  that  purpose  had  been  con- 
certed at  Soissons,  and  approved  of  by  his 
Majesty  and  his  allies;  but  nt  this  project  was  ! 
uot  yet  accepted,  eiilier  by  the  court  of  Vienna 
or  that  of  Madrid,  the  fate  of  Europe  was  still  i 
undetermined;  and  therefore  to  reduce  our  ‘ 
forces  in  such  a state  of  uncertainty,  which,  ! 
of  course  implies  danger,  would  be  the  highest 
piece  of  folly,  and  expose  the  nation  to  fresh 
insults  ami  depredations  from  the  Spaniards. 

Then  the  question  being  put  upon  the  mo- 
tion, the  following  resolutions  were  carried 
without  dividing.  1.  “ That  the  number  of  ef- 
fective ineu  to  be  provided  for  guards  and  gar- 
risons in  Great  Britain,  and  for  Guernsey 
and  Jcrsdjji&s^  tbe'ggrdwitilW^  be,  tochidwig 
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1,815  invalids,  and  555  men,  which  the  six  Irr- 
dependnnt  companies  consist  of,  for  the  servica 
of  the  highlands,  22,955  men,  commission  and 
non-commission  officers  included.  2.  That  the 
sum  of  784,9831.  12s.  10tf.  be  granted  to  his 
Majesty  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  said 
22,955  effective  men,  for  guards,  garrisons, 
and  other  his  Majesty's  land  forces  in -Great 
Britain,  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  for  the  year 
1729.” 

Mr.  W.  Pultevefs  Observations  on  thePublic 
Debt.]  Feb.  3.  Sir  George  Saunders,  from  the 
commissioners  of  the  navy,  laid  before  the 
House,  uu  Account  of  the  Amount  of  the  In- 
terest-money which  had  been  paid  for  Navy 
and  Victualling  Bills  from  the  25th  of  De- 
cember, 1/51,  to  the  25th  of  December,  1728. 
This  account  gave  occasion  to 

Mr.  Pulteney  to  take  notice, 'That  notwith- 
standing the  good  oeconomy  that  tkas  said  to  be 
established  in  the  management  of  the  revenues, 
the  public  debts  still  increased  every  year;  to 
which  die  Courtiers  answered,  That  the  con- 
trary plainly  appeared,  from  the  produce  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  by  means  whereof,  the  Sup. 
plies  for  this  year  would  be  raised,  without  lay- 
ing any  new  taxes. 

Hereupon  it  was  moved,  “ That  this  House 
will  raise  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  current 
service  of  this  year,  without  creating  any  new 
debt  upon  any  fund  whatsoever But  the 
question  being  put  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 

Debtors'  Relief  Bill.]  Feb^G.  In  the  House 
of  Lords  the  Earl  of  Strafford  took  notice  of 
the  hardships, of  Insolvent  Debtors  iu'England, 
which  his  lordship  observed,  was  worse  than 
in  Turkey,  where,  if  after  nine  months  imprison- 
ment it  appeared  that  they  were  unable  to 
satisfy  their  creditors  ;•  they  were  upon  oath  of 
delivering  up  their  all  released  by  law. 

The  earls  of  Aylesford  and  Ilay,  and  lord 
Bingley,  pressed  very  much  the  hardship  of 
imprisoning  persons  rfho  are  absolutely  in- 

The  Lord  Toumshend  observed,  that  the  case 
of  many  debtors  was,  by  the  uiunercifulnesj  of 
their  creditors,  worse  than  that  of  galley  slaves, 
who  are  provided  for  and  kept  clean  ; whereas 
in  England  they  are  in  a starving  con- 
dition, and  rotting  in  a gaol.  His  lordship 
thereupon  moved.  “ That  Lists  be  sent  up 
from  ail  the  Prisons  in  England  of  the  debtors 
under  confinement,  and  for  what  time,  and  for 
what  sum,  which  wus  ordered  accordingly.’' 
— On  the  lltb  of  March  a Report  was  made 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of 
the  Case  of  Debtors,  with  respect  to  the  im- 
prisonment of  their  persons ; and  the  Judges 
were  ordered  to  fating  in  a Bill  thereupon. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  upon  the  Hessian 
Troops .]  Feb.  7.  Mr.  Pelham  laid  before  the 
House  a copy  of  the  establishment  of  the  Hes- 
sian Forces  for  the  year  1729  ; and  then,  in  a 
ign*rtdnioinnthi«8H>  Uhe-  G^mkwrs  considered 
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the  Subsidies  payable  to  foreigo  princes.  Mr. 
Pelbani,  sir  William  Yonge,  and  some  other 
members,  having  shewn  the  necessity  of  making 
good  his  Majesty’s  engagements,  which  the 
Commons  had  made  their  own,  by  approving 

• Mr.  IF.  Pulteney  snid  thereupon,  “ He  lind 
go  great  regard  for  the  king's  honour,  that  he 
would  rendilr,  at  any  time,  give  his  vote  to 
enable  his  Majesty  to  answer  and  discharge  bis 
engagements  ; but  that,  at  the  same  time,  out  of 
regard  to  their  country  whom  they  represented, 
and  who  laboured  under  a heavy  load  of 
debts  and  taxes,  be  thought  it  a duty  incum- 
bent on  them,  to  retrench  all  superfluous  ex- 
ponces : That  in  relntion  to  the  demand  now 
before  them,  he  would  not  enter  upon  the  in- 
. quiry,  whether  such  a large  body  of  Hessian 
auxilaries  was  necessary  at  a time  of  perfect 
tranquillity,  at  least,  of  inaction  : but  he  begged 
leave  to  observe,  that  tiie  Lnndgrnve  of  Hesse- 
Cassel  used  to  keep  7,000  men  constantly  iu 
his  pay  ; and  ns  he  had  only  added  5,000  men 
to  make  up  the  12,000,  which  he  was  to  furnish 
to  the  allies  of  Hanover,  it  seemed  hut  reason- 
able that  Great  Britain  should  pay  for  no  more 
than  these  5,000  additional  troops;  adding, 
That  the  same  might  be  said,  with  respect  to 
the  duke  of  Wolfenbuttle,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing the  subsidy  he  received  front  Great  Britain, 
maintained  no  more  troops  than  lie  did  be- 
fore." Hereupon 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  endeavoured  to  justify 
the  measures  that  had  been  taken,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Hanover  alliance ; nnd  in  par- 
ticular to  shew  how  useful  this  body  of  13,000 
Hessians  Imd  been,  towards  preventing  the 
kindling  of  a war.  for  which  the  court  of 
Vienna,  with  tue  assistance  of  Spanish  subsidies, 
hud  made  great  preparations,  anil,  in  order 
thereto,  had  retained  troops  of  three  electors, 
hesides  the  augmentation  of  its  own.  Adding. 
That  for  his  part,  lie  was  lully  convinced,  that 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Hessians,  the  Emperor 
would  not  have  come  into  the  Preliminaries, 
and  other  pacific  measures  ; und  therefore  they 
ought  not  to  grudge  ail  ex  pence,  which  hud  al- 
ready proved  so  beneficial  to  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe. 

To  this,  sir  Joseph  Jekyll  und  Mr.  Lutwyche 
replied,  That  whatever  gloss  might  be  put 
upon  such  measures,  yet,  iu  their  opinion,  they 
were  repugnant  to  the  coustunt  maxims,  by 
which  England,  in  funner  limes,  steered  and 
squared  its  conduct,  with  relation  to  its  interest 
abroad:  that  when  onr  glorious  ancestors  had 
any  quarrels  with  their  neighbours,  they  brave- 
ly fougbt  them  till  they  either  beat  them  into 
peace,  or  forced  them  to  buy  it ; of  which 
there  were  many  instances  in  onr  history: 
that  our  Navy  is  our  natural  strength ; und,  if 
well  managed,  our  best  defence  and  security: 
but  if,  in  order  to  avoid  u war,  we  are  to  con- 
descending and  so  free-hearted  ns  to  buy  and 
maintain  the  forces  of  foreign  princes,  we  are 
neverlike  to  sec  an  end  of  such  extravagant  ex- 
P«nces.  PrlnterHmage  digllfcSMby  The  l iniveRii 
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They  werereplied  to  by  sir  Philip  Yorke  and 
Mr.  Talbot ; but  at  last,  by  a Majority  of  256 
voices  against  91,  the  following  Resolutions 
were  carried,  viz.  1.  “ That  the  stun  of 
241,259/.  Is.  3d.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  for 
defraying  the  expence  of  12,000  Hessians, 
taken  into  his  Majesty’s  pay,  for  the  year  1729. 
2.  The  sum  of  50,000 /.  for  one  year’s  Sub- 
sidy to  the  king  of  Swedeo,  pursuant  to  a 
treaty  dated  the  14th  of  March,  1726-7.  S. 
The  sum  of  25,000/.  for  one  year's  subsidy  to 
theduke  of  Wolfenbuttle,  pursuant  to  a treaty 
dated  the  25th  of  Nov.  1727.” 

Feb.  10.  These  Resolutions  being  reported 
were  agreed  to  by  the  House,  without  dividing  : 
hut  it  was  resolved  to  address  his  Majesty, 
“ That  whenever  it  shall  be  necessary  to  take 
any  Foreign  Troops  into  his  service,  lie  will  ba 
graciously  pleased  to  use  his  endeavours,  that 
they  be  clothed  with  the  Manufactures  of 
Great  Britain.’' 

Petition  of  the  American  Merchants  relat~ 
ing  to  the  Depredations  of  the  Spaniards .] 
Feb.  21.  A Petitiou  of  the  Merchants  trading 
to,  and  interested  iu  the  British  Plantations  in 
America,  ill  behalf  of  themselves  and  many 
others,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  rend, 
complaining  of  great  interruptions,  for  several 
years,  past,  of  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  to  the 
British  colonies  in  America,  by  the  Spaniards, 
whose  Depredations  in  those  seas  endanger 
the  entire  loss  of  that  valuable  trade  ; and  that 
the  petitioners  are  without  remedy,  for  wunt  of 
proper  powers  for  the  recovery  of  their  losses  ; 
and  that  the  Spaniards  treat  such  of  his  Majes- 
ty's subjects,  as  have  fallen  into  their  hands,  in 
a very  bnrbnrous  and  cruel  manner ; und  pray- 
ing the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  such 
timely  remedy  as  the  House  slnill  think  fit.  This 
Petition,  after  some  debate,  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Resolution  forbidding  the  Publication  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  House.]  Fell.  18.  A Com- 
plaint being  made  to  the  [louse  of  Coinmonsof 
a printed  Pamphlet,  intituled,'1  The  Gloucester 
Journal;  with  the  most  material  occurrences,  fo- 
reign and  domestic  : Tuesday,  February  lltli, 
1729  : Gloucester  : printed  liy  K.  Raikes 
wherein  the  Proctedints  of  this  House  ure  print- 
ed, in  contempt  of  the  Order,  aud  iu  breach  of  the 
privilege,  of  this  House  : The  said  Pamphlet 
was  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  a paragraph 
therein  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  R.  Raikes  do  atteud 
this  House  upon  this  day  fortnight. 

Feb.  26.  A Petition  of  Robert  Raikes,  of 
the  city  of  Gloucester,  Stationer  and  Primer, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting 
forth,  “ That,  before  the  beginning  of  this  ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  he  gave  orders  to  his  servant 
not  to  insert  in  his  journal  anyof  the  Votes  or 
Resolutions  of  this  House  : that  tin-  Paragraph 
complained  of,  was  inserted  without  his  know- 
lege,  and  was  taken  (as  he  is  informed)  from  a 
. rai'w&  letlerjWmt  %,i  Mr;  i python  (trliirk  of  the 
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Bristol  road)  or  his  assistant,  to  the  King's 
Head  Inn  Gloucester:  That  the  Petitioner  is 
very  ill  of  a fever,  keeps  his  bed,  and  is  not  able 
to  travel:  and  praying,  that  he  may  be  ex- 
cused from  attending  the  House.” 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Raikes,  who 
was  ordered  to  attend  this  House  upon  Tues- 
day morning  next,  be  discharged  from  such  at- 
tendance. 

Resolved  nem.  eon.  “ Thai  it  is  an  indignity 
to,  and  a Breach  of  the  Privilege  of,  this  I louse 
for  any  person  to  presume  to  give,  in  written  or 
printed  news-papers,  any  Account,  or  Minutes 
of  the  Debates,  or  other  Proceedings,  of  this 
House,  or  of  any  Committee  thereof.” 

Resolved,  ncm.con..  “That,  upon  discovery 
of  the  authors,  printers,  or  publishers,  of  any 
snch  written  or  printed  news-paper,  this  House 
will  proceed  against  the  offenders  with  the  ut- 
most severity.” 

Motion  for  an  Account  of  60,000/.  charged 
for  Secret  6’emce.]  March  11.  A motion  was 
made,  “ That  an  humble  Address  he  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  that  he  would  direct  the  proper 
officers  to  lay  before  the  House  a particular 
and  distinct  account  of  the  distribution  of  the 
sum  of  60,000/.  which  in  an  Account  laid  be- 
fore this  House,  shewing  how  the  money  given 
for  the  service  of  the  year  17518,  lias  been  dis- 
posed of,  is  charged  to  have  been  issued  to  per- 
fect and  fulfil  the  obligations  his  Majesty  is 
under,  on  account  of  engagements  entered  into 
and  concerted,  for  securing  the  trade  and  navi- 
gation of  this  kingdom,  and  for  restoring  and 
preserving  the  peace  of  Europe."  Which  was 
agreed  to. 

A Bill  against  Bribery  at  Elections  ordered 
to  be  brought  in.]  March  13.  A Bill  was  or- 
dered to  he  brought  in,  1 For  the  more  effec- 
tual preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the 
elections  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament.’ 

Petition  of  the  Portuguese,  Spanish  and  Ita- 
lian Merchants  relating  to  the  Depredations  of 
the  Spaniards .]  - The  same  day.  Petitions  of 
divers  Merchants  trading  to  Portugal,  Spain, 
and  Italy,  &c.  were  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  complaining  of  great  losses  for  seve- 
ral years  past,  by  their  ships  and  effects  having 
been  seized  in  the  harbours  of  Spain,  and 
taken  at  sea  by  Spanish  men  of  war  and 
privateers,  and  confiscated  ; auB  though  regu- 
lar application  had  been  made  for  redress,  and 
proofs  given  of  the  losses:  and  satisfaction 
might  have  been  demanded  at  the  court  of 
Madrid,  yet  no  benefit  had  been  received  there- 
by; and  therefore  praying  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  and  such  relief  a*  to  the  House  shall 
seem  fit.  These  Petitions  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House.* 


* “ The  Depredations  of  the  Spaniards  still 
continuing  in  the  American  sens,  the  anti-mi- 
nisterial party  omitted  nothing  that  could  per- 
suade the  nation,  that  these  violences  and  in- 
sult were  OBieg  to  aboitetnveness  of-tbe  Brtfish 
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Representation  from  the  Board  or 
Trade  averting  the  Right  of  the  Sua- 
jects  or  Great  Britain  to  out  Logwood 
in  the  Bat  of  Cahpeachy.]  Tltis  day,  Mr. 
Doctniuique  from  tho  Commissioners  fur  Trade, 
and  Plantations,  presented  to  the  House  of 


ministry,  who  were  afraid  of  breaking  with. 
Spain.  The  truth  is,  the  ministry  had  been  a 
little  too  averse  to  vinlent  measures.  They  w ere 
fully  persuaded,  and  not  without  good  grounds, 
that  most  of  the  captures  were  of  vessels  which 
had  been  concerned  in  an  illicit  trade  with  tho 
Spaniards,  and  therefore  it  was  unjust  upon 
their  account  only,  to  hazard  a war  with  that 
crown.  But  it  happening  that  a few  captures 
of  ships  trading  lawfully,  hail  been  made  by 
the  Spaniards,  the  opposition  improved  and 
heightened  this  circumstance  so  much  to  their 
own  advantage,  and  so  greatly  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  minister,  that  the  dissatisfaction  on  that 
account  was  general  all  over  the  nation.  The 
city  of  Bristol  and  the  port  of  Liverpool  were 
amongst  the  first  that  petitioned  the  parliament 
on  that  account,  and  many  members,  who, 
upon  other  occasions,  were  ready  to  go  all 
lengths  with  the  minister,  enneurred  in  voting 
for  the  necessary  lights,  in  an  affair  (hat  so  nearly 
touched  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  nation. 
On  the  28th  of  February  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  admiralty  were  ordered  to  lay 
before  the  Commons  the  complaints  that  had 
been  lodged  before  them  by  the  British  mer- 
chants against  the  Spaniards ; and  the  House 
at  the  same  time  came  to  a Resolution  of  ad- 
dressing Itis  Majesty,  for  admiral  Hosier's  In- 
structions, and_  those  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  who  succeeded  him.  Though  the  miuis- 
ter  saw  that  (he  main  tendency  of  all  those 
motions  was  to  distress  hint,  he,  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  oppose  them,  and  some  of  the 

Eetitioners  and  their  witnesses  were  examined- 

efore  a Committee  of  the  whole  House,  which 
sat  to  consider  of  their  several  complaints 
agaimt  the  Spaniards.  On  the  10th  of  March 
an  Address  was  voted  to  his  Majesty,  for  copies 
of  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  representations 
to  himself  or  bis  father,  or  their  secretaries, 
in  relation  to  Spanish  captures  and  British 
ships. 

“ The  Spanish  ministry,  on  the  other  hand, 
strongly  insisted  upon  iheEnglish  being  excluded 
from  all  right  of  cutting  logwood  in  Cam- 
peachy,  or  of  trailing  to  that  bay.  This  was  no 
new  claim  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  it  had 
been  made  by  the  marquis  de  Monteleuue,  so  far 
back  as  the  year  1717,  and  the  matter  had 
been  referred  by  the  then  king  to  the  board  of 
trade.  They  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the 
English  had  a right  to  cut  logwood  there,  which 
opinion  was  founded  upon  no  Spaniards  being 
found  in  that  country  when  the  English  first 
landed  there,  and  that  they  had  ever  since  ex- 
ercised the  cutting  of  wood  in  that  count  ty,  and 
that  in  theyaar  1669,  the  numbers  ofEnglish  log- 
wood-cutters settled  in  the  Laguno  de  Termi- 
nonjiTteniiso  i eoEuidSJiablydtwreesitd,  that  gr«*‘ 
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Commons,  pursuant  to  their  Order  of  Tuesday 
last,  copy  of  n Representation  from  tlie  Board 
of  Trade,  relating  to  the  Right  of  the  Subjects 
of  Great  Britain  to  cnt  Logwood  in  the  hay  of 
Campeachy ; which  Representation  follows : 

A REPRESENTATION 
From  the  Honourable  Board  of  Trade  to  his 
late  Majesty  King  George  1.  asserting  and 
proving  the  Right  of  the  Subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  to  cut  Logwood  in  the  Bat  of 
Camfeacut. 

To  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty, 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

The  right  honourable  Paul  Methuen,  esq. 
ona  of  your  Majesty’s  principal  secretaries  of 
state,  having  transmitted  to  us  on  the  15th  of 
November  last,  hy  order  of  his  royal  highness, 
a letter  or  memorial  he  hnd  received  from  the 
marquis  de  Monteleone,  ambassador  extraor- 
dinary from  his  Catholic  Majesty,  relating  to 
the  trade  carrying  on  in  the  West  Indies,  nnd 
to  the  settlement  made  by  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects ou  the  island  ofTrist,  nnd  on  or  near  the 
lake  or  marsh  de  Terminus,  in  the  province  of 
Jucatnn  : in  which  parts  he  represents,  ‘ That 

• they  employ  themselves  in  cutting  of  logwood, 

‘ or  (os  the  Spaniards  call  it)  Campeacby  wood, 

‘ and  that  the  Spanish  viceroy  and  governor 

* had  proposed  to  di-lodge  them  from  thence, 

* but  that  his  said  Catholic  Majesty  would  not 
1 send  his  orders  before  lie  had  given  your  Mn- 
"jesty  notice  of  it,  not  doubting,  but  that  ac- 
‘ cording  to  all  the  treaties  of  peace,  nnd  par- 

• ticularly  that  made  at  LTtreeht,  yonr  Majesty 
‘ would  oblige  your  said  subjects  to‘  leave  the 


quantities  of  logwood  were  transported  both  to 
Jamaica  and  New  England.  This  being  the 
state'  of  that  trade  in  1669,  and  the  American 
treaty  being  concluded  in  1670,  which,  by  the 
clause  of  nti  possidetis,  confirmed  to  the  Eng- 
lish all  their  possessions  in  America,  their  log- 
wood trade  and  possessions  upon  the  bay  of 
Compeocby,  were  thereby  clearly  confirmed. 
Nevertheless,  the  maxims  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment admitting  no  competition  about  what 
they  looked  upon  to  be  their  property  in  Ame- 
rica, in  1672,  they  began  to  question  the  Eng- 
lish right  to  tlmt  trade.  For  on  the  22nd  of 
June  that  year,  the  queen  regent  of  Spain  pub- 
lished a royal  cedula,  importing,  * That  such  us 
‘ should  make  an  invasion,  or  trade  without 
1 licence  in  the  ports  of  the  Indies,  should  be 
‘ proceeded  against  as  pirates,  &c.’  This  cc- 
dalo  was  constructed  by  the  Spaniards  in  Ame- 
rica, to  inhibit  the  English  from  cutting  log- 
wood in  Campeacby,  and  they  actually  confis- 
cated all  English  ships  that  had  any  on  board. 
1 his,  however,  being  an  act  of  unjust  power, 
and  not  acquiesced  in  by  the  English,  their 
tight  to  the  settlements  in  Campeachy  and  the 
logwood  trade,  was  not  thereby  weakened,  the 
treaty  0f  Utrecht  confirmed  it,  because,  after 


* aforesaid  lake  de  Terminos,  and  give  positive 
‘ orders  to  yoor  governors  at  Jnmaica,  and  of 

* the  other  islnnds,  not  to  suffer  the  least  trade 
* 10  be  enrried  on  for  Campeachy  wood,  and  to 
‘ declare,  that  if,  in  the  space  of  eight  month?, 
1 they  do  not  leave  the  said  place,  they  shall  be 

* looked  upon  and  used  as  pirates.’ 

We  beg  leave  to  represent  to  yoor  Majesty, 
that  although  we  did  humbly  propose  such 
methods  ns  we  esteemed  proper  nnd  necessary 
to  support  the  cutting'  of  logwood  in  the  West 
Indies,  when  the  said  Mr.  Methuen  was  on 
departure  for  Madrid,  yet  on  this  neenvion, 
when  n trade  of  so  great  importance  to  uur 
navigation  and  the  American  colonies,  is  in 
danger  of  being  lost,  wc  have  again  carefully 
perused  the  hooks  and  papers  in  uur  office,  nnd 
received  from  the  merchants  and  others  the 
fullest  information  we  can  hope  to  obtuin, 
which  hath  taken  up  much  time ; and  we  do 
nuw  humbly  crave  leuve  to  lay  before  your 
Majesty  the  past  and  present  stuteof  this  trade, 
with  the  arguments  that  formerly  engaged  your 
Majesty’s  royal  predecessors  to  protect  nnd  sup- 
port the  same ; to  which  we  shall  add  some 
observations,  and  the  rensons  that  induce  us 
to  conclude  your  Majesty’s  subjects  have  now 
as  full  and  ample  tight  to  this  trade,  ns  to  any 
other  liberty  or  privilege  that  lias  been  allowed 
hy  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  enjoyed  hy  them, 
hy  virtue  of  any  treaty  whatsoever. 

In  the  first  place,  therefore,  it  must  be  ob- 
served, That  logwood  is  one  of  the  products  of 
the  province  of  Jucatan,  which  extends  itself 
into  the  north  sea,  in  form  of  a peninsula, 
about  100  leagues  in  length.  The  Spaniards 
are  possessed  of  San  Francisco  de  Campenchv, 


‘ any  prejudice  to  any  liberty  or  power,  which 
‘ the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  enjoyed  be- 
‘ fore,  eitner  through  right,  sufferance,  or  in- 

“'lucfT'is  the  substance  of  this  famous  Re- 
presentation, which  was  now  laid  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  whom  several  other 
petitions  abode  this  lime  from  merchants  and 
others  complaining  of  Spanish  depredations, 
were  presented.  These  complaints  coming  so 
thick,  raised  a flame  in  the  nation,  which  the 
minister  durst  not  attempt  to  stifle;  but  it  is 
uncertain,  whether  be  did  not  connive  at  some 
officious  writings,  which  represented  the  peti- 
tioners in  no  favourable  light,  and  the  petitions 
as  destitute  of  real  foundation.  These  writings 
and  pamphlets  did  inconceivable  prejudice  to 
the  minister,  who,  as  has  been  observed  before, 
generally  employed  the  press  very  injudi- 
ciously, nnd  no  arts  were  nnnting  on  the  part 
of  the  opposition  to  persuade  the  public,  that 
he  secretly  abetted  the  Spaniards  in  their  de- 
predations. Thongh  nothing  could  be  more 
ridiculous  and  groundless  than  this  accusation, 
yet  still  the  minister  bore  it  with  invincible  pa- 
tience, and  nitliont  throwing  the  least  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  Committee,  wbich  sat  from 

3 
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its  caudal  town  and  port,  which  has  been  thrice  I 1.  That  the  English  lin'd  done  so  for  divers 


taken  by  the  English,  und  besides  they  have 
two  other  inland  towiu,  Meridin  and  Valla- 
dolid, of  no  great  importance,  having  few  in- 
habitants ; but  the  rest  of  the  province,  before 
the  logwood  cutters  were  settled,  was  in  a man- 
ner wholly  desolate  and  uninhabited. 

Nevertheless,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the 
Spaniards  had,  from  time  to  time,  cut  wood  in 
several  places  near  their  own  settlements ; but 
during  the  hostilities  that  were  committed  in 
tlie  West  Indies  before  the  year  1667,  they  de- 
serted that  employment,  being  frequently  in- 
terrupted by  the  privateers,  both  by  sea  and 
land,  who  by  degrees  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  coasts,  and  with  those  pints  where  the 
wood  grew,  that  were  most  remote  from  the 
Spaniards,  they  at  lust  fell  into  the  trade,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  their  future  establisb- 

Tbeir  first  settlements  were  near  to  cape  Ca- 
toclie  : but  upon  (if  not  before)  the  publica- 
tion of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Madrid  in  1667, 
by  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  they  likewise  settled 
near  Sumn-Sunta,  adjacent  to  the  Laguna  de 
Terminos,  and  to  Tiist  and  Deef  islands,  which 
being  the  most  convenient  place  for  cuttiug  of 
wood,  and  a tolerable  harbour  for  their  ships 
and  vessels,  the  whole  trade  soon  centered 
there.  For  notwithstanding  the  aforesaid 
treaty  was  principally  intended  to  settle  and 
adjust  our  commerce  with  his  Catholic  Majes- 
ty’s dominions  in  Europe,  yet  ‘ a general,  firm 
‘ and  perfect  amity,  confederation  and  peace 

* being  thereby  agreed,  and  concluded  (as  in 

* the  first  article)  between  the  two  crowns,  to 
‘ be  observed  inviolably,  as  well  by  land  as  by 
‘ sea  and  fresh  waters,  and  between  the  coun- 
‘ tries,  kingdoms,  dominions  and  territories  be- 

* longing  unto  or  under  the  obedience  of  either 
‘.of  them,'  &c.  It  was  concluded,  that  the 
peace  extended  to  America  as  well  as  Europe; 
whereupon  many  of  ihe  British  privateers  that 
had  before  used  those  seas,  to  the  great  inter- 
ruption of  commerce,  were  then  induced  to  quit 
their  former  course,  and  to  settle  with  the 
logwood  cutters  in  the  Laguna  de  Terminos  ; ■ 
lo  that  in  tlie  year  1669,  their  numbers  were  I 
considerably  increased,  and  great  quantities  of 
wood  were  transported  both  to  Jamaica  and 
New  England. 

The  American  treaty  for  restraining  depre- 
dations in  those  parts  being  afterwards  con- 
cluded by  sir  William  Godolphiu  in  July,  1670, 
added  to  their  strength  by  encouraging  several 
others  of  the  privateers  or  seamen,  to  fall  in 
with  this  employment  of  cutting  wood,  to  which 
it  was  now  generally  supposed  they  had  a right 
by  the  said  treaty. 

And  as  the  logwood  trade  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  Jamaicn,  on  the  lOlli  of  March, 
1671,  sir  Thomas  Lynch,  then  governor  of 
tlmt  island,  not  having  received  any  orders  how 
to  govern  himself  in  this  affair,  transmitted  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Council  the  reasons  that  in- 
duced him  to  encourage  the  same  underproper 
rqgulalio&wned  image  digitised  bv’tlie  1 iniversity  of 


2.  It  was  in  desolate  and  uninhabited  places. 

3.  That  this  seems  a possession  granted  by 
the  American  treaty. 

4.  It  might  give  a right  to  seclude  tlie  Dutch 
mid  the  French,  if  we  should  break  with  Spain. 

5.  The  Spaniards  had  not,  to  that  time, 
made  any  complaints  of  it. 

6.  This  employ  makes  the  reducing  of  the 
privateers  more  easy.  And 

7.  That  it  will  employ  100  sail  annually, 

and  bring  in  more  to  bis  Majesty’s  customs  and 
the  nation's  trade,  than  any  colony  the  King 
hath.  6 

While  these  arguments  were  under  con-  ■ 
sideratiou,  the  earl  of  Arlington  laid  before  the  . 
lords  of  the  Committee,  a letter  from  sir  Thomas  I 
Modyford  the  late  governor  of  Jamaica,  dated  J 
the  16tli  of  May  1672,  wherein,  after  lie  had  | 
givcu  an  account  of  the  great  extent  or  com-  I 
pass  of  the  country,  in  which  the  lodgwood  I 
grows;  how  meanly  the  Spanish  towns,  on  the  I 
foresaid  tract  of  land  were  peopled ; and  of  the  I 
places  frequented  by  the  English,  he  adds, 

“ That  they  have  used  this  trade  for  three  I 
years  past,  at  first  finding  it  by  the  sea-side,  I 
but  afterwards  being  forced  to  go  four  or  five  I 
miles  up  into  the  country  for  their  refreshment,  I 
they  had  planted  Indian  provisions,  and  built  I 
houses  there  to  keep  themselves  and  their  pro- 
visions from  the  sun  and  rain  : That,  in  gene- 
ral, they  bad  affirmed  to  him,  never  to  have  I 
seen  any  Spaniards  or  other  person,  in  all  the 
time  of  their  working,  although  they  bad  gone  ' 
six  or  seven  miles  farther  into  the  country  to  I 
kill  deer,  &c.  This  possession,  he  says,  in  the  " 
West-Indies,  “is  held  the  strongest  that  can  be, 
viz.  felling  of  wood,  building  of  houses,  and 
clearing  and  planting  the  ground.” 

Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  to  confirm  what  lie  had 
before  asserted,  and  to  justify  his  proceedings,  I 
in  November  1672,  sends  home  the  copies  of  J 
several  depositions  lie  had  taken  from  tlie  mas-  ] 
tera  of  ships,  and  others  concerned  in  the  log-  I 
wood  trade,  and  a proclamation  he  had  issued  J 
out  for  the  better  regulation  and  security  there-  j J 
of,  importing, 

That  whereas  he  was  informed,  by  the  oaths  , 
of  many  credible  witnesses,  that  his  Majesty’s  j 
subjects  have  used  to  hunt,  fish,  and  cut  wood  ( 
in  divers  bays,  islands,  and  part,  of  the  conti-  J 
neat,  not  frequented  or  possessed  by  any  of  the 
subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  had,  for  i 
some  yearj,  peaceably  done  the  same  without 
any  molestation  ; nevertheless,  divers  vessels  J 
having  been  seized  at  anchor  and  under  sail  by  M 
some  pirates  and  fugitives  of  this  island,  aud  " 
being,  m Hanger  of  being  so  surprised  again, 
therefore  he  orders  aud  appoints  all  vessels  J 
sailing  out  of  the  Port  Royal,  for  the  aforesaid  J 
lawful  emiiloyments,  to  go  out  together  in  1 
small  squadrons,  four  at  least  iu  company,  aim 
to  give  bond  to  keep  company  with,  and  toB 
obey  him,  whom  he  should  make  commander '1* 
for  the  voyage,  and  their  niuturd  defence,  and  | 
swhMmhfijn  ihoutd  lawfully  Mu  i nr  their  own  dir 
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fence,  and  for  the  preservation  of  his  Majesty's  • 
subjects,  their  ships  and  goods,  be  authorised 
and  warranted,  &c. 

In  January  following,  the  secretary  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Committee,  by  tiieirorder,  advises 
the  said  sir  Thomas  Lynch,  That  he  had  ac- 
quainted him  with  their  lordships'  pleasure 
fully,  concerning  cutting  of  logwood,  and  that 
they  did  altogether  allow  of  the  same,  provided 
those  rules  were  observed,  which  they  had  for- 
merly directed,  and  which  were  agreeable  to 
what  the  said  governor  himself  had  already 
mentioned. 

This  allowance  of  carrying  on  the  trade  as 
aforesaid,  gave  fresh  vigour  to  'hose  engaged  in 
it,  though  about  this  time  the  Spaniards  began 
to  interrupt  them  in  the  prosecution  thereof, 
and  to  dispute  their  right  to  that' liberty  they 
had  so  long  quietly  enjoyed. 

For  we  must  insist  on  it,  ns  an  undoubted 
and  nncontested  fact,  that  from  the  publica- 
tion of  the  treaty  io  1067,  until  about  two 
years  after  the  conclusion  of  the  American 
treaty,  the  logwood  cutters  had  never  been  in 
the  least  disturbed  or  molested  in  their  em- 
ployment, either  directly  or  indirectly;  nor 
does  it  appear,  that  the  Spanish  governors  took 
any  umbrage  at  it,  or  made  any  complaint 
about  it ; much  less  did  they  pYetcnd  to  an  ex- 
clusive right,  or  that  it  was  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  their  commerce. 

Nay,  so  far  were  they  from  expressing  any 
resentment  on  this  account,  or  making  it  a pre- 
tence to  justify  the  first  hostilities  they  com- 
mitted. in  violation  of  the'  treaties  both  of  1667 
and  1670;  that  when  sir  Thomas  Lynch  sent 
to  Don  Fernando  Francisco  Descavedo,  the 
governor  of  St.  Francisco  tie  Campeachy,  to 
demand  satisfaction  for  two  English  ships  which 
had  logwood  on  hoard,  and  were  taken  by  some 
Spanish  men  of  war;  in  his  answer  to  that 
Sliarge  on  the  6th  of  April  1672,  he  takes  no 
notice  of  our  cutting  logwood,  or  that  those 
Ships  had  any  on  hoard,  or  that  we  had  settled 
on  the  Laguna  de  Terminos,  nor  Imd  ho  any 
other  complaint  to  make  by  way  of  retaliation, 
save  that  an  English  vessel  had  taken  a Spanish 
bark  at  the  Laguna  de  Terminos  bound  to  Tu- 
bttsco,  which  is  the  more  remarkable,  because 
the  said  Laguna  was,  at  that  lime,  apd  bad  been 
several  years,  actually  in  oar  possession. 

• It  must  likewise  be  farther  urged,  That  be- 
fore the  queen  regent  of  Spain  bad  published  a 
royal  Cedilla,  bearing  date  the  22d  of  June 
1672,  which  orders,  4 That  such  as  should  make 

• invasion,  or  trade  without  licence  in  the  ports 
1 of  the  Indies,  should  be  proceeded  against  as 

* pirates,  &c.’  It  does  not  appear  that  cutting 
of  logwood  was  esteemed  by  the  Spaniards  to 
be  ati  invasion,  and  trading  without  licence ; 
but  by  virtue  of  this  Cedula,  it  was  at  length 
carried  to  that  lieight,  that  if  our  ships  had  but 
any  logwood  on  board,  they  were  confiscated 
without  remedy. 

Upon  this  subject,  the  earl  of  Arlington,  on 
uie  19th  of  Maf6h  il6?-4,-i  Wt>«;  t®  sir-  tViH'ktnu  < 

Voi.  V1IL 


I Gndolphin,  then  ambassador  at  Madrid,  as  fol- 

‘ In  a word,  his  Majesty  is  so  sensible  of  the 
‘ sufferings  of  liis  subjects  in  this  particular, 
4 that  you  must  endeavour,  by  all  the  skill  you 
‘ have,  to  procure  some  liberty  lor  tbe  cutting 
4 of  logwood,  in  those  remote  parts,  where  the 
‘ Spaniards  have  none,  nnd  his  Majesty's  sub- 
4 jects  have  had  long  abode  and  residence ; and 
•'  the  rather,  for  that  we  find,  by  all  tbe  replies 
4 we  have  seen,  they  justify  themselves  by  that 
4 single  point  of  cutting  logwood,  nay,  even  or 
4 finding  it  on  hoard  our  vessels,  which  to  us 
4 appears  very  unreasonable.’ 

And  sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  thejudge  of  the  ad- 
miralty, in  his  report  to  his  late  Mujesty  King 
Charles  II,  of  the  8th  of  October  1675,  inti- 
mated, 4 That  the  Americau  trealy  does  require 
4 a a farther  elucidation  and  adjustment  he* 
4 tween  your  Majesty  and  the  crown  of  Spnin  ; 
• for  it  appears  by  the  judgment  of  the  Queen, 
4 in  the  matter  of  Campeachy,  and  by  their 
4 Cedulas  Iteales,  that  they  affix  a new  iater- 
4 pretatiou  upon  that  treaty,  in  declaring  what 
4 shall  be  private  or  not  private,  prize  or  no* 
4 prize,  without  communicating,  it  seems,  with 
4 your  Majesty,  nnd  without  publication,  that 
4 may  reach  your  Majesty’s  subjects,.’ 

Thus,  by  a Spanish  Auto,  or  a decree  of  that 
court,  which  was  inconsistent  with,  and  made 
(expost  facto)  after  the  ratifications  ofa  public 
and  solemn  treaty,  it  was  manifestly  intended, 
not  only  to  debar  ilie  British  subjects  of  that 
liberty  they  enjoyed  before  the  said  treaty  was 
made,  but  in  some  measure,  to  deprive  them 
of  the  common  right  of  all  nations ; whereas,  if 
your  Majesty's  subjects  did  actually  hold  and 
possess  the  Laguna  de  Terminos,  and  the  pans 
adjacent,  at  the  time  of  the  conclusion  of  the 
American  treaty,  as  hath  been  already  proved, 
the  last  clause  of  (he  7th  article  will  determine 
to  whom  the  same  belongs,  viz. 

4 Moreover,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  most  serena 
4 king  of  Great-Britain,  bis  heirs  and  succes- 
4 sors,  shall  have,  hold,  and  keep,  nnd  always 
4 possess,  in  full  right  of  sovereignty,  seniority, 
' possession,  and  propriety,  all  the  lands,  coun- 
4 trie^,  islands,  colonies,  nnd  other  places,  be 
4 they  what  they  will,  lying  and  situute  in  the 
4 West-Indies,  or  in  any  part  of  America, 
4 wliich  the  said  king  of  Great-Britain  and  his 
4 subjects  now  bold  and  possess,  insomuch 
4 they  neither  can,  nor  ought  hereafter  to  he 
4 contested  or  called  in  question  for  them,  upon 
4 any  account,  or  under  any  pretence  whatso- 

And  as  long  as  the  8th  article  of  the  same 
treaty  subsists,  it  will  appear  very  extraordinary, 
that  the  Spaniards  should  pretend  to  any  domi- 
nion or  power  in  the  ports  or  havens  where 
they  neither  had  bonifications,  nor  magazines, 
or  in- those  places  which  were  not  possessed  by 
them,  because  these  descriptions  are  undoubt- 
edly laid  down  by  the  treaty,  as  the  sole  and 
distinguishing  marks  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
erftwffiitjfiSpflini  iat.hejci  pasts  ;twd  places,  which 
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only  ire  were  Co  forbear  sailing  to  and  traffick- 
ing in,  while  all  other  ports  and  places  were  left 
open  and  free. 

But  notwithstanding  the  said  treaty  was  so 
strong  in  our  favour,  the  Spaniards  having  there- 
by compassed  the  two  main  ends  they  proposed 
to  themselves,  viz. 

1st,  The  securing  their  West-India  trade  to 
themselves,  by  excluding  us,  and  consequently 
all  other  nations,  from  trafficking  with  them  ; 
a point  which  could  never  be  before  obtained, 
though  it  was  strenuously  insisted  on,  in  the 
reign  of  king  James  I.  and  afterwards  in  1630. 

2dly,  .The  dispersion  of  the  privateers,  who 
had  long  miserably  harrassed  and  distressed  the 
Spaniards'  settlements,  and  notably  checked  the 
increase  both  of  their  power  anti  trade  in  those 
parts,  but  are  now  entirely  reduced,  by  the 
great  care  of  the  English  governors,  and  by  their 
entering  into  the  logwood  trade. 

Yet  the  only  advantages  Great-Britnin  aimed 
at  by  the  treaty,  viz.  That  her  subjects  might 
carry  on  their  trade  without  interruption,  and 
peaceably  enjoy  those  places  they  then  held 
and  possessed,. were,  in  a great  measure,  abso- 
lutely defeated. 

For,  after  the  publication  of  the  aforesaid 
royal  Cedula,  mauy  of  our  ships  were  made 
prizes,  under  that  pretence,  sometimes  by  Spa- 
nish men  of  war,  at  other  times  by  English  pi- 
rates, seduced  by  the  governors  into  the  sen-ice 
of  Spain,  and  afterwards  by  the  Biscayneers, 
that  were  sent  to  c rinse  in  those  seas. 

And,  upon  the  same  pretence,  in  April  1680, 
several  ships  under  the  command  of  Don 
Philippo  de  Varedda  Villegas,  arrived  at  the 
island  of  Trbt  nnd  the  Laguna  de  Terminus, 
attacked  our  logwood-cutters,  while  separated 
from  one  another,  and  dislodged  them  from 
thence. 

Moreover,  the  Spnnish  governors  encouraged 
by  this  success,  and  little  regarding  the  just  right 
of  your  Majesty,  or  your  subjects,  even  to  plan- 
tations still  more  distant  from  their  dominions, 
did  snon  resolve  upon  another  expedition,  and 
in  1682  surprized  New  Providence,  one  of  the 
Bahama  islands. 

But  these  places  were  again  soon  rcpeopled, 
nnd  the  trade  from  Trist  and  the  Laguna,  in 
1682,  was  greater  than  ever. 

The  rise  and  progress  of  the  log-wood  trade 
from  about  the  year  1667,  to  the  year  1682, 
beingthus  stated,  and  laid  before  your  Majesty, 
we  presume  it  would  be  too  tedious,  and  not 
very  material  to  the  point  in  question,  to  enter 
into  die  particulars,  how,  and  in  wlmt  manner, 
it  was  afterwards  constantly  carried  on ; and 
how  it  has  been  from  time  to  time  interrupted 
and  supported  until  the  year  1713,  when  the 
adjustment  and  settlement  thereof  was  again  un- 
der consideration,  both  at  Madrid  and  Utrecht. 

But  6ince  the  Spanish  ambassador  insists  on 
it,  that  by  the  treaty  of  peace  made  at  Utrecht, 
in  which  (he  says)  it  is  stipulated,  ‘ That  the 
‘ lands  or  other  places  which  had  been  taken 
‘ in  the  Indies  during  the  war,  should  be 
* evacuated ! jre, ijioufee  JdsjtJsty  i jsri  iteiigdgccl'rt® 
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* oblige  your  subjects  who  are  come  to  the 
‘ lake  de  Terminos,  to  leave  it  immediately,' 

We  must  humbly  take  leave  to  represent 
farther  to  vour  Majesty : 

That  if  liis  excellency  would  hereby  insi- 
nuate, that  your  Majesty’s  subjects  are  but  , 
lately,  and  during  the  war,  come  to  the 
Laguna  de  Terminos,  that  is  a mistake  in  | 
fact,  fur  it  appears  by  the  forementioned  de- 
positions, sent  by  sir  Thomas  Lynch,  and  sir 
Thomas  Modyford,  that  they  were  there  in  ) 
1669,  and  for  some  time,  or  yenrs  before ; and 
it  is  well  known  to  the  Spaniards,  that  they 
have  been  ever  since  possessed  of  that  psirt  of 
the  country,  except  for  two  or  three  months 
after  the  aforesaid  assault  in  1680. 

Neither  will  what  the  said  ambassador  as- 
sens  from  the  treaty,  answer  the  end  for  which  , 
it  was  produced.  . 1 

By  the  8tb  article  it  is,  indeed,  agreed  by  I 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  ‘ not  to  alienate  any  of  1 
‘ bis  territories  in  the  West-Indies,  to  the  ! 

‘ French  or  any  other  nation ; and  upon  this  i 

‘ condition  her  late  Majesty  engages,  that  she 
‘will  eudeavuur  and  give  assistance  to  tht  11 
‘ Spaniards,  that  the  ancieut  limits  of  their  do- 
‘ minions  in  America  be  restored,  See.  if  it  I 
‘ shall  appear  that  they  have  in  any  manner 

* been  broken  into,  and  lessened  in  any  part,  I 
‘ since  the  death  of  king  Charles  2.’  But  to  ,1 
argue  from  hence,  that  the  Laguna  de  Ter-  1 
miuos,  in  possession  of  the  English  before  the  1 
year  1670,  must  be  evacuated,  when  this  II 
treaty  lias  only  reference  to  what  has  passed  1 
since  the  demise  of  the  said  king  Charles  2,  is  U 
very  extraordinary. 

But  if  the  ambassador  refers  to  the  memo-  1 
rial  on  the  affairs  of  commerce,  that  was  signed  | 
at  Madrid  the  13th  of  July  1713,  by  the  lord 
Lexington,  and  the  marquis  de  Bedmar,  we  ! 
must  confess,  that  the  article  relating  to  the 
logwood  trade,  proposed  therein  by  bis  lord-  | 
ship,  bad  not  then  its  effect : but  we  are  as-  I 
sured  it  was  from  thence,  among  other  things,  f 
referred  to  the  discussion  of  the  plenipoten-  1 
tiaries  at  Utrecht. 

What  passed  particularly  on  this  affair  at 
Utrecht,  doth  not  appear  to  us ; but  ‘bv  the  •! 
treaty  of  commerce  concluded  the  28th  of  No-  I 
vember  following  (of  which  the  said  ambassador  • 
takes  no  notice  in  this  memorial)  and  wherein  I 
the  several  interests  of  the  two  crowns,  and 
their  subjects,  with  respect  to  commerce,  were  | 
more  particularly  under  consideration,  it  is  1 
manifest,  that  the  rights  and  liberties  insisted  ij 
on  by  the  British  subjects  in  the  West-Indies,  1 
were  adjusted  by  the  Lords  plenipotentiaries,  1 
and  that  a clause  in  the  treaty  which  deter-  1 
mines  this  contest  relating  to  the  cutting  of  I 
logwood,  beyond  all  possibility  of  dispute  for  I 
the  future,  was  then  agreed  upbu  and  cun-  I 
eluded  ; it  being  expressly  stipulated  in  the-  < 
first  article  after  the  confirmation  and  ratifi- 
cation  of  the  American  treaty  in  1670,  as 
follows : 

‘ Without  any  prejudice,  however,  to  any 
S‘-.!ifcartiyj‘''ol  p-DW^^  wfewli-  iSic  subjects  »> 
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< Great  Britain  enjoyed  before,  either  through 

< right,  sufferance,  or  indulgence.’ 

If  therefore  this  comprehensive  clause, 
(which  relates  only  to  the  West-Indies)  con- 
firms, secures,  and  re-establishes  those  liber- 
ties, which  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  en- 
joyed in  America  before  the  treaty  in  1670,  it 
necessarily  follows : 

That  they  having  then  enjoyed  the  liberty  of 
cutting  logwood,  without  any  interruption* (ns  ! 
hath  been  proved)  either  through  right,  suf-  j 
ferance,  or  indulgence,  they  are  ngnin  in- 
titled  by  this  treaty,  to  the  same  liberty,  in  qs  ( 
plain  and  express  words  as  can  be  used  or 
imagined. 

And  that  your  Majesty  may  be  more  fully 
apprized  of  the  importance  .of  this  trade,  the  ' 
same  will  be  effectually  demonstrated  by  the 
following  account  of  the  quantities  of  logwood  I 
imported  since  the  war,  viz. 


T.  C.  Q.  lb. 
In  1713 2189  15  3 22 

1714  -----  4878  14  3 24 

1715  5863  12  1 14 

1716  -----  2032  17  2 05 


In  four  years,  Tons  14965  00  3 09 

That  is,  communibus  annis,  tons  3741, 
which  cannot  be  computed  at  less  than 
60,0001.  per  annum,  though  the  price  is  at  pre- 
sent reduced  from  401.  to  16/.  per  ton,  where- 
as, before  your  Majesty’s  subjects  were  settled 
there,!  it  was  worth  100/.  the  ton. 

Nor  is  this  trade  less  necessary  than  bene- 
ficial to  your  Majesty’s  dominions,  by  reason 
of  i he  great  encouragement  it  gives  to  our  sea- 
men and  shipping,  which  at  all  limes  requires  | 
a particular  attention,  but  now  especially,  | 
when  it  is  daily  observed,  that  very  many 
British  mariners,  either  through  defect  of  the 
laws,  for  want  of  employment  at  home,  or  in 
hopes  of  greater  advantage  abroad,  enter  them- 
selves into  foreign  service. 

Upon  the  whulc,  therefore,  we  are  humbly 
of  opinion ; 

That  the  subjects  of  this  your  Majesty's 
kingdom,  for  some  years  before,  as  well  as  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  American  treaty  in 
1670,  did  enjoy  an  uninterrupted  liberty  of 
cutting  logwood  in  the  Laguna  de  Terminos,  1 
and  in  other  places  not  inhabited  by  the  Spa-  I 
niards  in  the  province  of  Jucatan,  either  : 
through  right,  sufferance,  ur  indulgence. 

That  the  said  American  treaty  did  establish  j 


been  (at  least)  suffered  to  enjoy  the  liberty  of 
cutting  logwood  as  aforesaid,  before  the  con- 
clusion of  the  American  treaty  (although  your 
Majesty  should  not  insist  on  your  Said  right 
to  the  Laguna  de  Terminos)  yet  that  the  same 
liberty  is  absolutely  granted  and  confirmed  by 
the  treaty  of  commerce  made  at  Utrecht. 

And  we  do  farther  think  it  oar  duty  to  re- 
present to  your  Majesty,  that  although  tha 
said  Spanish  ambassador  seems  to  declare  in 
his  memorial,  that  no  attempt  should  be  made 
to  dislodge  yuur  subjects  settled  on  the  Laguna 
de  Terminos,  iu  a less  time  than  eight  months 
from  the  date  of  his  said  memorial ; yet  they 
were  dislodged  and  tnken  prisoners  in  the 
same  month  the  memorial  was  delivered,  as 
appears  by  several  affidavits  sent  to  this  board 
by  general  Hamilton,  your  Majesty’s  governor 
of  the  Leeward  islands. 

All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted* 

(Signed,)  Suffolk,  J.  Chetwvnd,  Charles 
Cooke,  J.  Molesworth,  D.  Pulteney,  M. 
Bladen.— Whitehall,  Sept.  25th,  1717. 

Resolution  of  the  House  relating  to  the  De- 
predations of  the  Spaniards.]  Then  the  Ilonse, 
haying  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Committee, 
considered  farther  of  the  Petitions  of  divers 
merchants  and  Others,  interested  in  the  British 
plantations  in  America ; proceeded  in  the  far- 
ther hearing  of  the  Petitioners ; went  through 
the  Evidence ; and,  at  last,  after  some  debate, 
put  off  the  farther  consideration  of  that  affair 
to  the  20th,  but  came  to  the  following  Resolu- 
tion, viz.  “ That  from  the  Peace  concluded  at 
Utrecht,  in  the  year  1713,  to  this  time,  the 
British  trade  and  navigation  to  and  from  the 
several  British  colonies  in  America,  has  been 
greatly  interrupted  by  the  continual  Depreda- 
tions of  the  Spaniards,  who  have  seized  very 
valuable  effects,  and  have  unjustly  token  and 
made  prize  of  great  numbers  of  British  ships 
and  vessels  in  those  parts,  to  the  great  loss  and 
damage  of  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  and  in 
manifest  violation  of  the  Treaties  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  crowns.” 

An  Address  thereon  presented  to  the  King.] 
Then  Mr.  Winnington,  by  direction  from  the 
Grand  Committee,  moved,  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly resolved,  nem.  con , “ That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress he  presented  to  the  King,  to  desire  his 
Majesty  will  use  lus  utmest  endeavours  to  pre- 
vent such  Depredations;  to  procure  just  nnd 
reasonable  satisfaction  for  the  losses  sustained; 
and  to  secure  to  his  subjects  the  free  exercise 
of  commerce  and  navigation  to  and  from  the 
British  colonies  in  America." 

March  14.  Mr.  Winnington  reported  the 
said  Resolution,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  King’s  Answer  thereto.]  March  17. 
The  Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  having  at- 
tended the  King  with  this  Address,  his  Majesty 
returned  the  following  Answer : 

' d p^ve'k'wa/s’iiad'1  Hie1  'greilUst'regard  and 
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concern  for  the  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
my  kingdoms  ; I am  sensibly  affected  with  the 
Losses  sustained  by  my  trading  subjects;  I 
have  upon  all  proper  applications  given  the 
strictest  orders  for  procuring  just  and  reason- 
able satisfaction  ; and  you  may  be  assured, 
that  I will  use  my  best  endeavours  to  answer 
the  desires  and  expectations  of  my  people  upon 
an  affair  of  so  much  importance.” 

Proceedings  concerning  the  Restitution  of 
Gibraltar.]  March  18.  The  Lords,  in  a full 
House,  considered  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
particularly  with  relation  to  the  positive  de- 
mand made  by  the  court  of  Spain,  for  the  Res- 
titution of  Gibraltar,  grounded  on  a Letter* 
written  in  the  year  1721,  by  his  late  Majesty  to 
the  king  of  Spain  : A copy  of  that  Letter  in 
French,  with  a translation  of  it  in  English,  hav- 
ing been  laid  before  the  House,  the  said  trans- 
lation was  read,  as  follows  : 

‘ Sir,  My  Brother;  July  1,1721. 

‘ I have  learnt,  with  great  satisfaction,  by  the 
‘ report  of  my  ambassador  at  your  court,  that 
‘ your  Majesty  is,  at  last,  resolved  to  remove 
‘ the  obstacles  that  have,  for  some  time,  dejay- 
‘ ed  the  entire  accomplishment  of  our  union. 

‘ Since,  from  the  confidence  your  Majesty  ex- 
‘ presses  towards  me,  I may  look  upon  the 
‘ Treaties  which  have  been  in  question  between 
‘ us  as  re-established;  and  thnt  accordingly  the 
‘ instruments  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
‘ trade  of  my  subjects,  will  be  delivered  out : 1 
‘ do  t.o  longer  balance  to  assure  your  Majesty 

* of  my  readiness  to  satisfy  you,  with  regard  to 
‘ your  demand  touching  the  Restitution  of 
‘Gibraltar;  promiring  you  to  make  use  of  the 
‘ first  favourable  opportunity  to  regulate  this 

‘ Article,  with  consent  of  my  Parliament.  And  1 
‘ to  give  your  Majestv  a further  proof  of  my  uf-  I 
‘ fection,  I have  ordered  my  ambassndor,  ns 
‘ soon  ns  the  negociation,  with  which  he  has  | 
‘ been  charged,  shall  be  finished,  to  propose  to  i 
‘ your  Majesty  new  engagements  to  be  entered 
‘ into,  in  conceit  and  jointly  with  France,  suit- 
‘ able  to  the  present  conjuncture,  hot  ouly  for 
‘ strengthening  our  union,  but  also  for  securing 
‘tie-  tranquillity  of -Europe:  Your  Majesty 
‘ may  be  persuaded  that  I,  on  tny  part,  will 

* shew  all  the  facility  imaginable,  promising 
‘ myself  that  you  will  do  the  mine,  for  the  mu- 

* tual  benefit  of  our  kingdoms,  being  most  per- 

‘ fectly,  Sir,  tny  Brother,  your  Majesty’s  Good 
‘ Brother,  George  R.' 

‘ To  the  King  of  Spain, 

‘ Monsieur,  My  Brother.' 

A Motion  in  the  Lords  that,  the  King  of 
Spain  be  obliged ' to  renounce  his  Claim  to 
Gibraltar  ami  Minorcu ; passes  in  the  Nega- 


9 A motion  was  made  in  the  last  session  of 
king  George  1,  for  Ikying  before  the  Commons 
a copy  of  the  said  Letter,  but  it  passed  in  the 
negative;  «cc  p.  547  See  likewise  lord  Ba- 
tiinrsr’s,  and  lord  Townshend's  Speeches  relat- 
ing theretBriW'4heiSte«e'a‘toW‘'p.rl83Bl'liver''|ri;  ol 


tivc.l  Then  it  being  moved  to  resolve,  “ That 
for  the  honour  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  preserva- 
tion and  security  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  this  kingdom,  effectual  care  should  he  taken 
jn  the  present  Treaty,  That  the  king  of  Spain 
do  renounce  all  claim  and  pretension  to 
Gibraltar  and  the  island  of  Minorca,  in  plain 
and  strong  terms.” 

After  debate,  the  question  being  put  there- 
upon, it  was  resolved  in  the  negative  by  84 
against  31. 

Protest  thereon.] 

“ Dissentient 

1.  “ Because  we  think  onr  right  to  a place 
of  such  importance  to  our  commerce  should  be 
secured  by  more  than  general  stipulations, 
which  may  be  liable  to  different  constructions, 
and  will  probably  be  interpreted  by  the  Spa- 
niards in  their  own  favour,  however  we  may  in- 
terpret them  in  ours. 

2.  “ Because  the  king  of  Spain,  having 
claimed  by  bis  ministers  several  times,  not  only 
from  the  lute  king's  positive  promise,  ns  he  as- 
serts it  to  be,  but  from  our  forfeiture  of  it  too 
by  our  infractions,  of  those  conditions  on  which 
he  gave  it  up  to  us ; and  having  actually  be- 
sieged it  since  he  yielded  it  to  us  by  treaty,  it 
seems  reasonable  to  us,  thnt  we  should  insist 
upon  bis  making  his  renunciation  of  it  in  words 
as  plain  and  strong  as  he  has  made  his  claim 
to  it,  especially  since,  as  far  as  we  have  heard, 
our  plenipotentiaries  have  not  been  able  to  pre- 
vail upon  him  to  shew  any  inclination  to  relin- 
quish his  pretensions  to  it,  during  the  long 
course  of  these  perplexed  negotiations,  in  which 
we  have  been- unskilfully,  as  we  fear,  and  we 
are  sure  we  have  been  unfortunately  involved. 

3.  “ We  think  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to 

take  particular  care,  that  our  right  to  it  should 
not  in  the  least  be  precarious,  because,  we  ap- 
prehend, we  have  great  reason  to  fear  that  the 
king  of  Spain’s  allies  are  very  desirous  to  have 
it  again  io  his  bands,  and  have  no  reason  at  all 
to  believe  that  cur  own  allies  are  solicitous  to 
have  it  continue  in  ours:  if  there  should  be  the 
least  room,  upon  a peace,  for  the  king  of  Spain's 
preteusions  to  it,  from  any  loose  or  doubtful 
expressions,  we  are  apprehensive,  it  may  lay  a 
foundation  for  uneasiness  and  animosity,  and 
might  interrupts  perfect  harmony  between  us 
and  a nation  whose  friendship  must  always  be 
of  the  greatest  advantage  to  us.  We  think  our 
zeal  to  preserve  our  title  to  it,  in  that  roost  ef- 
fectual milliner  we  proposed,  would  have  terri- 
fied any.  wicked  ministers  even  from  the 
thoughts  of  giving  it  up,  if  ever  we  should  be  in 
such  wretched  circumstances,  as  to  have  any 
who  might  think  a'  war  more  dangerous  to  them- 
selves than  the  nation,  and  who  might  fur  that 
reason  be  tempted  to  purchase  tin  inglorious 
peace,  at  the  high  price  of  so  valuable  a part  or 
the  British  dominions (Signed)  Beaufort, 

Strafford,  Gower,  Bathurst,  Plymouth, 
Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Berkshire,  Scors- 
tlale,  Boyle,  Montjoy,  Weston,  Wil* 
Siv.ithari-Jjlftglft^tjle'  Ui'lWlly;  Litchfield, 
Craven,  Abingdon,  Foley.” 
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Then  it  was  resolved,  “ That  this  House  doth 
entirely  rely  upon  his  Majesty,  that  he  will,  ior 
maintaining  the  bonnur,  and  securing  the  trade 
of  this  kingdom,  take  elfectunl  care  iu  l he  pre- 
sent Treaty,  to  preserve  his  undoubted  right  to 
Gibraltar  and  the  island  of  Minorca.’' 

Match  19.  The  Lords  sent  a Message  to  the 
Commons,  desiring  a present  Conference,  re- 
lating to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca:  which  being 
agreed  to,  the  Mnnngersfor  the  Lords  commu- 
nicated to  those  of  the  Commons  tbe  above 

Resolution. 

The  lord  Mnlpns,  one  of  the.  Managers  for 
the  Commons,  having  reported  the  Conference 
to  the  House,  it  .was  resolved  to  address  his 
Majesty  for  a copy  of  the  Letter  written  by 
his  late  Majesty  to  the  king  of  Spain,  in  1721, 
relating  to  Gihraltur. 

March  21.  The  said  Letter  being  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  the  same  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration, together  with  the  Lords'  Resolution, 
above-mentioned;  upon  which,  there  was  a 
warm  debate.  Many  severe  reflections  were 
made  on  those  who  first  advised  his  late  Ma- 
jesty to  write  such  a Letter,  ns  either  implied, 
or  at  least  was  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  as  a 
positive  promise  of  giving  up  Gibraltar;  and 
therefore  might  he  looked  upon  ns  the  main 
source  and  occasion  both  of  the  subsequent 
measures  that  have  been  pursued  to  recover 
that  false  step,  and  of  the  difficulties  we  at 
present  laliour  under.  The  Courtiers  endea- 
voured to  justify  those  measures,  and  assured 
(lie  House,  That  effectual  cure  had  been  taken 
in  the  present  ncgucinlion,  to  secure  the  pos- 
session of  Gihraltur  to  the  Crown  of  Great- 
Britain:  But  the  Country-Party  answered, 
That  the  same  did  not  plainly  appear  by  (lie 
tenor  of  the  Provisional  Treaty  ; and  therefore 
moved,  That  to  ti.e  Lords’  Resolution,  now 
under  consideration,  the  following  words  might 
be  added,  viz.  ‘ And  thnt  all  pretensions  on 
‘ the  part  of  the  crown  of  Spain  to  the  said 
' places  he  specifically  given  up."  But  after 
some  farther  debate,  the  question  being  put 
upon  the  said  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  267  voices  against  111.  After  this, 
the  question  being  put,  Thnt  this  House  does 
agree  with  the  Lords  in  the  said  Resolution, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  divid- 
ing^ 


" Thus  ended  this  business  in  Parliament, 
which  had  created  so  much  ill-will,  occasioned 
so  many  fulse  reports  at  the  time,  and  which 
ha,  since  been  misrepresented  by  those  who  in- 
oolpate  the  niioistor.  for  breaking  a promise 
which  he  never  made,  and  for  violating  the 
national  honour,  when,  in  fact,  he  defended 
mid  supported  it.  Although  the  busiuess  was 
thus  concluded  in  Parliament,  yet  tlie  asser  ■ 
tions  of  the  minister  did  not  satisfy  Opposition, 
and  as  the  affair  was  again  renewed  in  the 
Craftsman,  and  other  periodical  publications, 
^'•h  increased  rancour  and  exaggerated  invec- 
tueL> to  wliich:>,V^fy«!e,pgv^r,iTOHf!e4fWlide<i  .tO; 
make  any  reply,  these  invectives  have  been 


The  same  day, a Bill,  ‘For  the  more  effec- 
* ,im-  preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in 
■ the  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
‘ nicnt,’  was  rend  the  first,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  n second  time. 


adopted  by  subsequent  historians  with  no  less 
asperity,  aud  have  heen  considered  as  authen- 
tic fuels.  Nor  is  this  misrepresentation  con- 
fined to  the  authors  of  this  country:  Many 
of  the  French  writers  are  totally  mistaken 
in  theaccount  of  this  negotiation  in  asserting 
that  George  the  first  promised  uncondition- 
ally to  restore  Gibraltar. 

“ in  1715,  George  the  first,  for  tbe  purpose 
of  avoiding  a rupture  with  Spain,  gave  full 
powers  to  the  regent  duke  of  Orleans,  to  offer 
the  restoration  of  Gihraltur  ; the  hostilities 
which  followed,  annulled  the  promise,  and  af- 
terwards the  king  of  Spain  acceded  purely  and 
simply  to  the  quadruple  alliance,  without  sti- 
pulating the  cession.  The  regent,  however, 
with  a view  to  ingratiate  Immelf  with  the  king 
of  Spain,  and  to  promote  the  double  marriage 
between  the  two  infams  and  his  ("O  daughters, 
repeatedly  renewed  the  offer  in  the  name  of 
George  the.  first,  and  inspired  Philip  with  the 
most  sanguine  hopes  of  recovering  go  important 
a fortress.  These  expectations  being  urged  hy 
Philip  with  great  warmth,  ami  with  little  dis- 
cretion, obliged  the  King  to  declare  that  he 
did  not  consider  himself  as  bound  by  his 
former  conditional  promise.  The  regent 
being  reproached  by  the  queen  of  Spain  with  a 
breach  of  his  word,  dispatched  the  count  de  Se- 
neterre  to  England,  to  represent  the  danger 
and  delicacy  of  his  situation.  He  declared, 
that  he  considered  the  King's  promise  as  full 
and  positive,  and  thnt  he  would  as  soon  Consent 
to  his  utter  ruin,  ns  to  the  dishonour  of  failing 
in  so  public  an  engagement.  These  strong  ex- 
pressions from  the  regent,  who  hud  proved 
himself  so  faithful  an  ally,  and  whose  assistance 
in  discovering  and  counteracting  the  schemas  of 
rhe  Jacobites  was  so  necessary,  perplexed  the 
King,  und  induced  him  to  use  his  utmost  en- 
deavours to  gratify  him  and  the  king  of  Spain, 
with  this  view,  earl  Stanhope  sounded  the  dis- 
position of  the  upper  House,  by  insinuating 
an  intention  to  obtain  a bill,  empowering  the 
King  to  dispose  of  Gibraltar,  fer  tile  advan- 
tage of  the  nation.  But  this  hint  produced  a 
violent  ferment.  The  public  were  roused  with 
indignation  oil  the  simple  suspicion,  that  at  the 
close  of  a successful  war,  unjustly  begun  hy 
Spain,  so  important  a fortress  should  be  ceded. 
General  murmurs  were  at  the  same  time  ex- 
cited by  a report  industriously  circulated  by 
Opposition,  that  the  King  lind  eniered  into  a 
positive  engagement  for  that  purpose  : virulent 
pamphlets  werepublished  to  alarm  the  people, 
and  to  persuade  them  rather  to  continue  the 
war,  than  to  give  up  Gibraltar.  The  ministers 
were  compelled  to  yield  to  the  torrent, 

. and  to  adopt  the  prurient  resolution  of 
UwSfgitltiWVifeM  WraVpki  Mri  i^Wrfd  J prod  urea 
contrary  effect,  by  a bill,  which  might  lor  ever 
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March  25.  The  above  Resolution  having 
been  formed  into  an  Address,  both  Mooses  pre-, 
pouted  the  same  to  Ins  Majesty,  who  returned 
the  following  Answer: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ I thank  you  for  the  confidence  you  repose 
in  me,  I will  take  effectual  care,  as  I have 
hitherto  done,  to  secure  my  undoubted  right 
to  Gibraltar,  and  the  Island  of  Minorca.” 

The  same  day,  sir  Paul  Methuen  delivered 
to  the  Commons  the  following  Answer  to  their 
Address  of  the  11th  instant,  viz.  “ That  the 
sum  of  60,000/.  mentioned  in  that  Address, 
had  been  issued  and  disbursed,  pursuant  to  the 
power  given  to  his  Majesty  by  parliament,  for 
necessary  services  and  engagements  entered 


. — The  Bribery  Bill  passes  the  Commons.  [7(jq 
into  for  restoring  and  preserving  the  peace  of 
Europe,  und  which  require  the  greatest  secrecy 
and  therefore,  a particular  and  distinct  account 
of  the  distribution  of  it,  could  not  possibly 
be  given,  without  a manifest  prejudice  to  the 

March  27.  The  Commons,  in  a grand  Com- 
mittee, considerd  farther  of  the  petition  of  se- 
veral merchants  relating  to  the  Spanish  depre- 
dntons ; heard  some  of  the  petitioners;  exa- 
mined witnesses;  and  altera  warm  debate, put 
off  the  further  consideration  of  that  matter  to 
the  2d  of  April. 

The  Bribery-Bill  pasted  and  sent- up  to  the 
■Lords.]  April  1.  The  Bill,  ‘ For  the  more  ef- 


tie  up  the  King’s  hands.  The  interference  of 
France  in  this  alfair,  and  the  extreme  eagerness 
to  obtain  the  restitution,  was  of  great  detriment 
The  alarm  was  indeed  so  strong,  that  suspicions 
were  entertained  thnt  the  Regent  was  medita- 
ting the  desertion  of  the  alliance  with  England, 
and  made  Gibraltar  a pretext  to  justify  a change 
of  system.  These  apprehensions  induced  the 
King  to  send  earl  Stnuhopn  to  Paris,  with  a 
view  of  representing  the  true  situation  of  affairs, 
and  to  state  the  unpopularity  of  tbe'measure, 
and  the  impracticability  of  carrying  it  against 
the  general  sense  of  the  people.  The  letter 
which  Stanhope  conveyed  from  the  King  to  the 
Regent  on  this  occasion,  was  firm,  discreet, 
and  satisfactory.  He  acknowledged  that  he 
had  made  the  offer  of  ceding  Gibraltar,  solely 
■with  a view  of  preventing  the  rupture,  and 
that  Spain  might  have  obtained  it,  had  she  then 
acceded  ,to  the  proposed  conditions.  But  it 
was  now  too  late  to  revive  the  demand,  as  the 
king  of  Spain  had  proved  himself  the  aggressor. 
It  never  could  be  understood  that  a volun- 
tary offer  of  this  nature,  to  prevent  a war,  was 
binding  as  a preliminary  of  peace.  lie  con- 
cluded by  observing,  that  he  had  never  given  his 
consent,  since  the  rupture,  to  the  renewal  of 
the  offer,  and  had  received  no  communication 
from  the  regent  of  any  intention  to  bring  it  for- 
ward. The  duke  of  Orleans  was  fully  satisfied 
with  this  representation.  He  owned,  thnt  al- 
though he  could  not  avoid  continuing  to  press 
for  the  restitution  which  he  had  so  solemnly 
promised  in  the  King’s  name,  yet  thnt  he  would 
employ  every  indirect  means  in  his  power,  to 
prevent  its  being  indiscreetly  and  improperly 
urged,  and  testified  his  resolution  to  make  a 
separate  peace  with  Spain. 

“ The  Kine,  however,  being  still  inclined  to 
gratify  the  Regent,  if  lie  could  do  it  without 
diyobiiging  his  subjects,  referred  the  object  of 
dispute  to  the  congress  at  Cambray,  hoping 
thnt  in  the  course  of  negotiations,  the  Spanish 
plenipotentiaries  might  urge  such  motives  nnd 
arguments  in  its  favour,  as  would  influence  the 
Parliament  and  people.  Under  the  same  im- 
pressions, he  made  another  effort.  By  his  or- 
der, earl  Stanhope  wrote  to  secretary  Graggs, 
to  lay  before  the  lords  justices  the  advantages 
which  wouldfesultfe^cy«liBgGibialtar|yrli!o--j. 


rida,  or  the  eastern  part  of  St.  Domingo,  nnd 
for  certain  commercial  advantages.  This  pro- 

Ksal  being  laid  before  the  council,  lordToivns- 
nd  at  first  warmly  opposed,  but  finally 
agreed,  if  a suitable  equivalent,  particularly 
Florida,  could  be  obtained.  Accordingly,  the 
cession  seemed  ultimately  determined,  if  it  met 
with  the  approbation  of  Parliament.  But  the 
obstinacy  of  the  King  of  Spain,  rendered  this 
proposal  ineffectual.  He  declined  yielding  Flo- 
rida in  exchange,  and  insisted  on  Gibraltar 
without  giving  any  equivalent.  This  Clnim  on 
his  part  was  so  warmly  and  repeatedly  insisted 
on,  as  the  indispensable  requisite  for  acceding 
to  the  terms  of  pacification,  that  it  was  deemed 
a prudent  art  of  policy  not  to  retard  the  con- 
clusion of  peace,  by  a positive  denial.  Philip 
having  requested,  ns  an  ostensible  vindication 
of  the  peace,  which  was  reprobated  in  Spain  as 
highly  dishonourable,  a letter  conveying  a pro- 
mise of  restoring  Gibraltar,  George  the  first 
complied,  and  expressed  himself  with  great  dis- 
cretion on  this  delicate  subject.  “ I no  longer 
balance  (he  observed)  to  assure  your  Majesty 
of  my  readiness  to  satisfy  you  with  regard 
to  your  demand,  touching  the  restitution  of 
Gibraltar,  upon  the  footing  of  an  equivalent, 

Cromisingyou  to  make  use  of  the  first  favoura- 
le  opportunity  to  regulate  this  article,  with 
consent  of  my  Parliament.”  When  the  British 
minister  delivered  this  letter,  both  tho  king 
and  queen  ofSpain  made  so  many  objections, 
particularly  to  the  word  ‘ equivalent,'  that  at  his 
suggestion  die  King  consented  to  write  another 
letter,  in  which  those  words  were  omitted, 
under  the  full  conviction  that  the  letter,  even 
in  that  mutilated  state,  left  the  affair  entirely  to 
the  Parliament,  who  might  refuse  to  part  with 
Gibraltar  upon  any  terms ; or  if  they  agreed 
to  the  cession,  might  equally  insist  upon  an  equi- 
valent. 

“ This  was  the  memorable  letter,  f which  c 
was  the  cause  of  so  much  obloquy.”  Coxes  1 
Walpole. 

j-  This  letter  is  printed  in  the  Journals  of 
the  Lords  nnd  Commons,  in  the  Political  State 
of  Europe,  Historical  Register,  Chandler,  and 
Tindal,  with  an  omission  of  the  words  marked 

' iltataen  I .ihrary  Digitisation  Unit 
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« feciual  preventing  Briber;  and  Corruption  in 
« Elections,’  was  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Lords  by  Mr.  Watkin  Wil- 
liams Wynne,  knight  of  the  shire  for  Denbigh. 

A Motion  in  the  Lords  to  resolve.  That  Ad- 
miral Hosier’s  Expedition  zcas  an  unreasonable 
Burthen  upon  the  Nation,  passes  in  the  nega- 
tive.'] April  17.  The  Lords  having  called  for 
most  of  the  Papers,  that  had  been  laid  before 
the  Commons,  relating  to  the  Spanish  Depre- 
dations; and  read  some  of  them,  considered, 
the  next  day,  in  a full  House,  the  State  of  the 
Natiou.  Very  severe  reflections  were  made 
on  the  late  conduct  of  those  in  the  adminis- 
tration : .and  the  residue  of  the  papers  which 
were  laid  before  the  House,  as  well  in  relation 
to  the  squadron  of  ships  sent  to  the  West- 
Indies,  as  to  the  depredations  made  by  the 
Spaniards  on  his  Majesty’s  subjects  in  America, 
being  read,  it  was  proposed  to  resolve,  “ That 
it  appears  to  this  House,  that  the  expence  of 
the  squadron  sent  to  the  West-Indies,  under 
the  command  of  vice-admiral  Hosier,  having  ^ 
been  borne  by  this  nation  alone,  though  de- 
signed to  prevent  the  Spaniards  from  seizing 
the  effects  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  allies,  as 
well  as  his  subjects,  which  were  on  board  the 
Flota  or  Galleons,  and  from  applying  the  trea- 
sure to  disturb  the  peace,  and  invade  the  liber- 
ties of  Europe,  has  been  an  unreasonable  bur- 
then upon  this  kingdom.” 

Protest  thereon .]  After  debate  the  question 
was  put  thereupon,  and  it  was  resolved  in  the 
negative,  by  87  against  27. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because,  we  conceive,  that  our  Allies 
were,  at  least,  as  much  concerned  as  ourselves, 
to  prevent  the  Spaniards  from  disturbing  the 
peace  and  invading  the  liberties  of  Europe,  if 
there  was  at  that  time  suflicient  foundation  to 
apprehend  such  attempts  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
anil  because  our  allies  (the  French  in  particu- 
lar) had  a much  greater  share  in  the  effects  of 
the  Galleons  tliau  the  subjects  of  this  nation, 
and  by  consequence  were  much  more  con- 
cerned in  interest  to  prevent  the  king  of  Spain 
from  seizing  those  effects. 

2.  “ Because  wo  not  only  took  the  whole 
charge  of  this  expedition  upon  ourselves,  but 
have  increased  our  national  forces,  taken  great 
numbers  of  foreign  troops  into  our  pay,  and 
contracted  to  pay  divers  subsidies  to  Foreign 
princes,  when  it  has  not  appeared  to  us  in  any 
authentic  manner  (as  we  apprehend)  that  our 
allies  have  taken  upon  themselves  any  expence 
proportionable  to  this,  in  consequence  of  the 
Hanover  Treaty. 

3.  “ Because  we  are  convinced,  that  the 

national  expence  and  losses,  occasioned  by 
this  expedition,  do. not  oidy  very  far  exceed 
any  interest  which  the  subjects  of  this  nation 
can  be  supposed  to  have  in  the  Galleons,  but 
have  likewise  been  much  more  considerable 
w i-a.ccnupd,.^, 

spam  by  delaying  die  return  of  the  Galleons. 


4.  “ That  by  taking  this  expedition  solely 
upon  ourselves,  we  drew  the  whole  resentment 
ol  the  court  of  Spain  upon  this  nation,  and 
gave  the  French  an  opportunity  of  healing  the 
breaches  which  had  been  made  between  those 
two  courts;  of  acquiring  a greater  share  than 
ever  they  bad  in  a most  beneficial  branch  of 
trade,  and  of  acting  mber*ihe  part  of  medi- 
ators limn  that  of  parties  in  the  dispute. 

5.  “ We  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  that 

tins  burthen  was  the  more  unreasonable,  since 
it  dues  not  appear  that  this  expedition  has  had 
the  effect  of  obliging  the  Spaniards  clearly  to 
adjust  the  points  in  dispute  between  us,  or  ef- 
fectually to  secure  to  our  merchants  a just  sa- 
tisfaction for  l lie  great  losses,  which  they  have 
sustained  by  the  seizures  and  captures  made  by 
the  Spaniards. ( Signed ) Beaufort,  Strat- 

ford, Gower,  Montjoy,  Coventry,  Ox- 
ford and  Mortimer,  Plimouth,  Foley, 
Craven,  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Litch- 
field, Bathurst,  Scarsdale,  Norlliamp- 


Hebatc  in  the  Commons  on  the  Arrears  of  the 
Civil  List.]  April  23  The  Commons  went 
into  a grand  committee  on  the  Supply  ; and 
after  examination  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
customs  aud  excise,  the  postmaster  general, 
and  other  officers  concerned  in  the  Civil  List 
Revenues,  the  Courtiers  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  there  were  so  great  Arrears  standing  ouc 
on  the  several  branches  of  those  revenues,  that 
they  fell  short  of  producing  within  the  year,  the 
clear  sum  of  800,000/.  which  was  settled  for 
his  Majesty’s  Civil  List;  and  hereupon  Mr. 
Scrope  moved,  “ That  ihe  sum  of  US, 000/.  he 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account  of  the 
Arrears  of  his  Civil  List  Revenues,  to  be  re- 
placed aud  refunded,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  public,  out  of  such  arrears  of  the  said  reve- 
nues, as  shall  be  standing  out  at  his  Majesty’s 
demise,  and  together  with  the  said  sum  of 
115,000/.  shall  be  more  than  sufficient  to  make 
up  the  produce  of  the  said  revenues  800,000/. 
per  annum,  during  his  Majesty’s  life,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  2oth  of  June' 1127.*" 


* “In  this  session  occurred  one  of  those  diffi- 
cult aud  critical  cases,  in  which  Walpole  was  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  complying  with  the  will 
of  the  sovereign,  contrary  to  his  own  judgment,  or 
of  resigning.  Gieat  complaints  had  been  made 
of  the  deficiency  of  the  civil  list,  and  upon  an 
examination  of  the  revenue  officers,  a motion  was 
made  by  Scrope,  secretary  to  thelreasuiy,  that 
the  sum  of  115,000/.  be  grouted  to  his  Majesty, 
not  as  a deficiency,  but  as  an  arrear.  It  ap- 
peared that  there  was  no  deficiency,  yet  the 
House  rejected  a motion  for  a secret  committee, 
and  passed  the  act,  by  a majority  of  241 
against  115.  In  the  Lords,  the  bill  met  with 
strenuous  opposition,  and  though  carried,  very 
strong  protests  were  entered  on  the  journals, 
and  signed  by  fourteen  peers.  This  transac- 

,ripn®sp.greVri|WJt'?  ilfotasfe*  ihffijssaid  to 

have  used  every  effort  of'nddress  aud  reason- 
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Though  the  design  of  this  motion  was  easily 
apprehended,  yet  many  members  expressed 
their  surprise,  that  it  should  be  mnde  so  late  in 
the  session,  and  after  the  recess  of  Easter,  and 
when  it  was  generally  understood  that  there 
was  no  farther  demand  of  money  to  be  made; 
since  it  related  to  an  account,  said  by  the  mem- 
ber who  made  the  motion,  to  have  been  closed 
at  Midsummer  1728,  and  consequently  proper 
in  every  respect,  if  at  all,  to  have  been  brought 
in  very  early  in  the  session,  and  to  have  been 
considered  in  a full  House ; and  this  motion  ap- 
peared to  them  the  more  extraordinary,  be- 
cause, in  the  former  session,  the  several  duties 
and  revenues  granted  by  the  act  for  the  better 
support  of  his  Majesty’s  houshold,  and  of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  were  under- 
stood, and  appeared  by  the  accounts  then  be- 
fore the  House,  to  produce  yearly  much  above 
the  sum  of 800,000/.  for  which  they  were  given; 
and  therefore  the  said  motion  was  vigorously 
opposed  by  Mr.  William  Pulteney,  and  other 
members,  who  moved,  “ That  these  Accounts 
and  Papers  should  be  referred  to  a Select 
Committee,  with  power  to  send  for  such  ntlief 
accounts,  and  to  call  before  them,  and  examine 
such  officers  of  the  revenue  as  they  judged  ne- 
cessary, and  then  to  report  to  the  House  a true 
state  of  the  fact,  and  whether  it  did  appear  to 
them  that  there  really  was  such  a deficiency  in 
the  produce  of  the  Civil  List  Revenues.’' 

But  this  was  opposed  by  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
and  Mr.  Scrope  who  had  delivered  in  these  ac- 
counts ; and  the  question  being  put  upon  Mr. 
Pulteney’s  motion,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  it  was  moved  by  the  Country  Party, 
That  this  affair  might  he  considered  in  a full 
House,  and  that  for  that  for  that  purpose  all 
leaves  of  absence  might  be  revoked,  and  the 
members  summoned  to  attend;  which  having 
also  passed  in  the  negative,  the  question  wns 
put  upon  Mr.  Scrape's  motion,  which  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative,  by  241  voices  against 
115.  The  following  is  a List  of  the  members 
who  voted  Pro  and  Con  on  this  remarkable  oc- 
casion : 

A List  of  the  Members,  who  voted  for  grant- 
ing 115,0001.  for  making  good  the  Arrears 
of  the  CivrL  List. 

Andrews,  Townshend  Bacnn,  Waller 
Arundel,  lion.  Rich.  Baker.  Hercules 
Ashe, .Edward  Beauclerck,  lord  Vere 

Aslihurnham,  sir  Will.  Beauclerk,  lord  Will. 
Bacon,  sir  Edmund,  Berkeley,  lion.  col.  H. 
(of  Gillingham)  Birch,  John 

ing  to  dissuade  the  prosecution  of  the  demand, 
so  much  as  even  to  offend  the  King.  The 
enemiesof  his  administration  were  not  ignorant 
of  his  resistance,  and  some  of  the  leading 
Tories  made  secret  proposals  to  the  King,  that 
if  he  would  discard  Walpole,  they  would  not 
only  obtain  the  sum  required,  but  add  to  it 
100,000/.  Thus  circumsianced,  the  minister 
reluctantly  complied,  and  subjected  his  charac- 
ter to  mucii-'OBloqgy.'^-^hGo'ic’siWatpotei  ity  i -t 


Bishop,  sir  Cecil,  bt.  Eversficld,'  Charles  I 

Bladen,  col.  Martin  Byre,  Robert 

Bladen,  Thomas  Fane,  Francis 

Bond,  Dennis  Fane,  him.  John 

Bradshaigh,  sir  Roger  Farrington,  Thomas  I 

Brereton,  Thomas  Finch,  lord  Daniel  I 

Bridgeman,  sir  Orlnn.  Finch,  hon.  Henry  I 

Bristow,  Robert  Finch,  hon.  William  I 

Britliffe,  Robert  Fitzwilliams,  vise.  I 

Brodie,  Alexander  Forbes,  Duncan 

Brooksbank,  Stamp  Fortescue,  William  1 

Brudenel,  lion.  Jas.  Frankland,  sirTho.  I 

Burcbet,  Josiah  Gage,  sir  Will.  K.  B. 

Burrard,  Paul  Gage,  vise. 

Byng,  hon.  Pattee  Galway,  vise. 

Byng,  hon.  Robert  Gibson,  Thomas 

Caernarvon,  marq.  of  Glanville,  William  J 

Campbell,  Daniel  Glenorchy,  vise. 

Campbell,  sir  James  Goddard,  Jolia 

Campbell,  col.  James  Gould,  John 

Campbell,  John  Gould,  Nathaniel  I 

Campbell,  John  Grant,  Janies 

Campbell,  Patrick  Gregory,  George 

Carr,  William  Griffith,  John 

Carey,  Walter  Grimstone,  vise. 

Castlemain,  vise.  Hales,  sir  Thomas  I 

Caswal,  sir  George  Hales,  Thomas 

Cavendish,  lord  Chas.  Hamilton,  Alexander  I 

Cavendish,  lord  Jas.  Hamilton,  lord  Arch.  I 

Chetwynd,  Walter  Hanriasyde,  col.  linger  I 

Chappie,  William  Harris,  John  . I 

Clavering,  John  Harrison,  George  ] 

Clayton,  William,  Iiartington,  marq.  of  fl 

(Westminster)  Ileathcote,  George  I 

Clayton,  William,  Hedges,  John 

(Bletchingly)  Herbert,  Hen.  Atthur  I 

Outlet-buck,  Thomas  Herbert,  hon.  Robert  I 

Cockburne,  John  Herbert,  Richard  I 

Collyer,  hon.  capt.  G.  Herbert,  hon.  Tho.  I 

Conduit,  John  Heron,  Patiiok 

Cope,  col.  John  Holland,  Rogers 

Coppleston,  Thomas  Hope,  col.  John 

Corbet,  William  Hope,  Thomas 

Corker,  Robert  Hoste,  James 

Cornwallis,  hon.  John  Hotham,  sir  Charles  I 

Cornwallis,  hon.  Step.  Hoghton,  sir  Henry  1 

Cotton,  sir  Robert  Howard,  hon.  col.  C.  I 

.Cracherode,  Anthony  Howarth,  sir  Humph.  | 

Crispe,  Thomas  Hocks,  Robert 

Croft,  sir  Archer  Hughes,  Edward 

Cross,  John  Huxley,  George 

Crowle,  George  Hynxmati,  Joseph  I 

Darcy,  sir  Conyers,  Jacomb,  Robert  . 

K.  B.  Jenison,  Ralph 

Docminique,  Paul  Jessop,  William 

Doddington,  George  Inchequin,  earl  of  I 

Downing,  sir  George  Ingram,  hon.  Henry  3 

Ducket,  William  Kclsnll,  Henry 

Dunbar,  Patrick  Knatchbull,  sir  Ed"'.  >| 

Duncombe,  Anthony  Knollys,  Henry 

Edgecombe,  Richard  Lane,  sir  Richard  I 

Edwards,  Samuel  Leat  lies,  Carteret  1 

Egerton,  col.  William  Lew  is,  Thomas,  (of  So-  1 

Erie,  Giles  berton)  I 

Erie,  W.  Rawlinson  Lewis,  Thomas,  (Rad* 

Evans,  capt.  Richard  nor) 
EsRlyjJjcJdliituiy  t:%irkai*kkttr  George 
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Lloyd,  Philip 
Lloyd,  Salisbury 
Lomax,  Caleb 
Longueville,  Charles 
Lowtber,  lion.  Antli. 
Lumley,  lion.  James 
Luinley,  lion.  John 
Lyltleion,  bir  Thomas 
Mnlpas,  lord  vise. 
Metcalfe,  Jauus 
Methuen,  sir  Paul, 
K.B. 

Micklethvvoite,  vise. 

Middleton,  col.  John 
Mills,  sir  Richard 
Monsoo,  George 
Moreton,  lion.  M.  D. 
Morrice,  Humphry 
Morgnn,  col.  Maurice, 
Morgan,  Thomas 


Morgan,  sir  Will.  K.B.  Thompso. 


Read,  sir  Thnmus 
Rich,  sir  Robert 
Robinson,  Thomas 
Sabine,  lieut.-gen. 
Saunders,  sir  George 
Sayer,  Dr.  Exton 
Scot,  col.  James 
Scro'pe,  John 
Selwyn,  Charles 
Sehvyn,  John 
Shannon,  lord  vise. 
Shelly,  sir  John 
Shepard,  James 
Sloper,  William 
Smelt,  Leonard 
St.  Clair,  hon.  col. 

St.  Quiutin,  M.  Chitty 
Strickland,  sir  Will. 
Stuart,  William 
Talbot,  Charles 


, Edward 
, sir  Will. 


Nicoll,  Chas.  Counter  l'ilson,  Christopher 


Norris,  sir  John 
Norton,  Thomas 
Offley,  Crew 
Onslow,  Arthur 
Onslow,  col.  Richard 
Orlebar,  John 
Oxenden,  sir  George 
Page,  John 
Palmerston,  vise. 
Parsons,  Henry 
Pearse,  Thomas 
Pelham,  hon.  Henry 
Pelham,  James 
Pelham,  Thomas 
Percival,  vise. 

Piers,  William 
Pitt,  col.  John 
Plummer,  Richard 
Pluintree,  John 
Polhill,  David 
Powlet,  lord  Henry 
Powler,  lord  Nassau 
Powlet,  Norton 
Powlet,  lord  William 
Price,  Uvedale 
Ramsden,  John 
Read,  col.  George 


Towers,  Christopher 
Toners,  Thomas 
Townshend,  hon.  Ilor. 
Townshend,  hon.  Tho. 
Townshend,  hon.  col. 
William 

Tyrrol,  brig.  James 
Verney,  lion.  John 
Vincent,  Henry 
Wade,  lieut.-gen. 
Wager,  sir  Chas.  K.B. 
Wnlpole,  sir  Robert 
Walter,  Peter 
Westby,  Wardel  Geo. 
White,  Thomas 
Whitworth,  Francis 
Williams,  Hugh 
Williams,  sir  Nich. 
Willes,  Jolm 
Willis,  sir  William 
Wills,  sir  Chas.  K.  B. 
Wilson,  Daniel 
Winnington,  Tho. 
Wyndham,  col.  Will. 
Wynne,  Thomas 
Yonge.  sir  W.  K.  B. 
Yorke,  sir  Philip. 


A List  of  the  Members,  who  voted  against 
granting  the  above  Sum  of  115,000/.  for 
the  Civil  List. 


Abdy,  sir  Robert 
Aislabie,  William 
Astley,  sir  John 
Austen,  sir  Robert 
Bacon,  Tho.  Sclater 
Banks,  John 
Banks,  Joseph 
Barker,  sir  William 
Barunrd,  John 
Bathurst,  Peter 
Berkeley,  hon.  Geo. 
Bertie,  hon.  James 
Vol.  Vlftirf  i™: 


Booth,  Robert 
Bootle,  Thomas 
Boone,  Charles 
Bowes,  George 
Bowles,  William 
Bramston,  Thomas 


Clerke,  sir  Thomas 
Cocks,  James 
Compton,  hon.  Geo. 
Comewall,  Velters 
Cotton,  sir  J.  Hynde 
Curcon,  sir  Nathaniel 
Danvers,  Joseph 
Devereux,  hon.  Price 
Digby,  hon.  Edward 
Dutton,  sir  Jolm 
Ellis,  sir  Richard 
Elion,. sir  Abraham 
Eyles,  sir  John 
Fenwick,  Nicholas 
Finch,  lion.  John 
Foley,  Riclmrd 
Fuller,  John 
Furnese,  sir  Robert 
Furnese,  Henry 
Gibbon,  Philips 
Gower,  lion.  Will.  L. 


Norris,  John 
Oglethorpe,  James 
Pacey,  Henry 
Papillon,  David 
Parsons.  Humphry 
Perrot,  Henry 
Perry,  Micaiuh 
Peytoe,  William 
Philips,  Erasmus 
Pitt,  Thomas 
Pleydell,  Ed.  Moreton 
Pulteney,  Daniel 
Reyneli,  Richard 
Roberts,  Gabriel 
Rushnut,  sir  John 
Sambronk,  John 
Sandys,  Samuel 
Saville,  sir  George 
Saunderson,  sir  Tho. 

Lumley,  K.  B. 
c „n,  Thomas 


Gower,  hou.  Baptist  L.  Sebright,  sir  Thomas 
Grant,  sir  Archibald  Shippen,  William 


Grosvenor,  sir  Rich. 
Honbury,  John 
Harvey,  Michael 
Hawkins,  Philip 
Holmes,  Thomas 


Shirebey,  hnn.  Robert 
Shuttlevvorth,  Richard 
Stanhope,  Charles 
Stanley,  sir  Edward 
Sutton,  sir  Robt.  K.B 


Horner,  T.  Strangways  Taylor,  Joseph 


Howe,  John 
Jekyll,  sir  Joseph 
Knight,  John 
Lawson,  Gilfrid 
Lawson,  sir  Wilfrid 
Lee,  sir  Thomas 
Lewen,  George 
Limerick,  vise. 

Lisle,  Edward 
Lister,  Richard 
Lowe,  Samuel 
Lowtber,  James 
Lutwyche,  Thomas 
Mansell,  hon.  Bussy 
Milner,  sir  William 
Morpeth,  vise. 
Newiand,  William 
Newton,  sir  Mich.K.1 


Trelawney,  Edward 
Tufton,  Sackville 
Tyrconuel,  vise. 
Vane,  vise. 

Vane,  lion.  Henry 
Vernon,  capt.  Edw. 
Vyner,  Robert 
Walden,  lord  Henry 
Waller,  Edmund 
Waller,  Harry 
Ward,  John 
Wardour,  William 
Weaver,  John 
Worsley,  James 
Wortley,  Edw.  Mont, 
Wyndbam,  Thomas 
Wyndbam,  sir  Will. 


April  30.  The  Commons,  in  a grand  Com'* 
mitlee,  considered  of  a Bill  for  settling  the 
price  of  Corn  and  Grain  imported,  &c.  and 
after  some  debate,  the  Resolution  for  granting 
to  bi3  Majesty  the  sum  of  115,000/.  on  account 
of  Arrears  due  on  the  Civil  List  Revenues, 
were  made  part  of  that  Bill,  which  afterwards 
passed  into  an  Act. 


First  Report  of  the  Sei.ect  Committee 
oji  tiie  State  of  she  Gaols  of  this  King- 
dom,] February  25.  The  Commons  appointed 
a Committee  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the 

, , Gaols  of  this  Kingdom,  and  report  the  same,  4 

Campbell,  John, (Pern-  : with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House.* 

hrokeshire)  j — — 

Charlton,  St.  John  * “ Some  public  spirited  gentlemen,  at  the 

Chetwynd,  vise.  ! head  of  whom  were,  Mr.  afterwards  General 
Chetwynd,  hon.  John  i Oglethorpe,  had  received  intimations  of  the 
Child,  Francis  J "L 
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March  90.  Mr.  Oglethorpe,4  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  enquire  into  the  State  of 
the  Gaois  of 't Ids  Kingdom,  in»de  a Report  of  , 
some  progress  which  the  Committee  had  made 
in  their  Enquiry  into  the  State  bf  the  Fleet 

nlmost  hll  the  Gaols  in  the  kingdom,  upon  pri- 
soners, and  more  particularly  iu  his  Majesty’s 
Prison  of  the  Fleet.  Upon  this,  h Committee, 
of  which  Mr.  Oglethorpe  was  chairman,  was 
appointed  (o  'enquire  into  the  Stale  of  the 
Gaols  nil  Over  the  kingdom;  and  on  the  37th 
of  Fdb.  repaired  to  tile  Fleet  Prison,  that  they 
might  examine  the  .prisoners  in  their  onu  per- 
sons. One  Bam  bridge  acted  then  as  warden 
of  the  Fleet,  and  the  "Committee  found’sir  Wil- 
liam Rich,  baronet,  by  his  comma'nd,  loaded 
with  heavy  irons,  which  they  Ordered  to  be 
taken  olF.  But  upon  their  retiring,  Barabridge 
understanding  that  sir  William  had  igivenevi- 
dence  to  the  Committee,  which  was  very  unfa- 
vourable for  himself,  he  ordered  him  again  into 
irons,  fdr  which  the ‘House  immediately  com- 
mittal him  to  the  Custody  of  the  serjeant  at 
'amis.  The  farther  'the  Committee  proceeded 
in  their  enquiries,  the  more  dismal  and  shock- 
ing was  the  scene  of  cruelty,  barb&fity  and  ex- 
tortion, which  they  disclosed.  Upon  this, 
March  the  38th,  the'IIouse  came  to  an  unanim- 
ous resolution,  ‘ That  Thomas  Bambridge,  th’e 
‘ then'toorden,  John  Huggins,  the  late  warden, 

• who  had  acted  in  the  same  cruel.  Oppressive 
1 manner,  James  Barnes,  WilliamPinriar,  John 
‘ Everett  and  Thomas  King,  who  were  aceom- 
' plices  in  the  same  crimes,  be  committed  close 
‘ prisoners  to  Newgate and  his  Majesty  at 
the  same  time  was  addressed,  to  order  his  At- 
torney General  to  prosecute  them : a Bill  was 
likewise  brought  in,  to  disable  Bauibridge  from 
holding  the  office  of  W arden ; and  another;  for 
better  regulating  the'Prisou  of  the  Fleet,  and 
for  more  effectmd  preventing  nod  punishing 
arbitrary  and  illegal  practices  of  the  Warden 
of  the  said  Prisdn.  A Report  of  the  Proceed- 
iugs  of  the  Committee,  relating  to  the  Fleet 
Prison,  was  likewise  ordered  to  be'printed.  In 
this  Report,  the  clearest  proofs  Were  brought, 
not  only  of  extortion  and  oppression,  but  even 
Of  murders  being  committed  by  the  ‘Warden 
and  his  gaolers  ; the  particulars  of  which  being 
jmproper  for  general  history,  we  Shall  Omit." 

* “Die  driv’iby  Strong  benevolence  Of  soul, 

wSBilffly,  like  Oglethorpe,  from  pole  to  pole.” 
Pope.  ‘ 

“ Here  are  lines  that  will  justly' confer  im- 
mortality on  a man  who  well  deserved  so  mag- 
nificent an  eulogium.  lie  was  at  once  a great 
hero  and  n great  legislator.  The  vigour  of  his 
' mind  and  body  have  seldom  been  equalled. 
The  vivacity  of  his  genius  continued  to  a great 
old  age.  The  variety  of  his  adventures,  mid 
the  very  different  scenes  in  which  he  had  been 
engaged,  makes  one  regret  that  his  Life  never 
was  written.  Dr.  Johnson  once  offered  to  do 
it,  if  the  General  would  furnish  the  materials. 


Prison,  with  the  Resolutions  of  the  Committee 
thereupon  : Aud  lie  rend  the  Report  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  same  (with 
two  Appendixes)  in  at  the  clerk's  table;  where 
the  Report  was  read,  and  is  as  folloneth ; 


FIRST  REPORT 
SELECT  COMMITTEE 

APPOINTED  TO  ENQUIRE -INTO  THE  STATS  01, 
THE  GAOLS  OF  THIS  KINGDOM. 

State  of  tIie  Fleet  Prison. 
le  Committee  having,  iu  pursuance  of  the 
Order  of  this  House  of  the  25th  day  ofFeb.,  to 
enquire  into  the  State  of  the  Gaols  of  this 
Kingdom,  adjourned  to  the  Fleet,  and  at  several 
times  examined  into  the  State  of  that  Prison, 
have  made  some  progress  therein,  which  they 
have  thought  fit  to  lay  before  the  House. 

The  Committee  find,  that  the  Fleet  prison  is 
an  ancient  prison,  and  formerly  used  for  the 
reception -of  the  prisoners  committed  by  the 
Council  Table,  then  called  the  Court  of  the 
Star-chamber,  which  exercised  unlimited  au- 


Johnson  had  a great  regard  for  him,  for  he  was 
one  of  the  first  persons  that  highly,  in  all  com- 
panies, praised  his  “ London.”  His  first  Cam- 
paign was  made  under  Prince  Eugene,  against 
the  Turks ; and  this  great  general  always  spoke 
of  Oglethorpe  iu  the  highest  terms.  Neither 
he  nor  Eugene  loved  Marlborough.  He  once 
told  me,  (for  I had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him 
well,)  that  Eugene,  speaking  of  Marlborough, 
said,  ‘ There_is  agreat  difference  in  making 
< war  en  maitre,  or  eii  avocat.'  But  his  settle- 
ment of 1 the  Colony  io  Georgia,  gave  a greater 
lustre  to  his  character  than  even  Ins  military 
exploits.”  Warton. 

“ Ode  of  the  warmest  patrons  of  Dr.  John- 
son’s “London,”  on  its  first  appearance,  was 
General  Oglethorpe,  whose  ‘ strong  benevo- 
‘ lence  of  sou),’  was  unabated  duritiglhe  course 
of  a' very  long  life ; though  itis  painful  to  thiuk, 
that  he  bad  but  too  much  reason  to  become 
cold  and  callous,  and  discontented  with  die 
world,  from  the  neglect  which  he  experienced 
of  his  public  and  private  worth,  by  those  in 
Whose  power  it  was  to  gratify  so  gallant  a 
veteran  with  marks  of  distinction.  This  ex- 
traordinary person  was  ns  remarkable  for  his 
learning  mid  taste,  as  for  his  other  eminent 
qualities ; and  no  man  was  more  prompt,  ac- 
tive and  generous,  in  encouraging  meric.  I 
have  heard  Johnson  gratefully  acknowledge,  in 
his  presence,  the  kind  and  effectual  support, 
which  he  gave  to  bis  “ Loudon,”  though  unac- 
quainted with  its -author.  Dr.  Johnson  urged 
General  Oglethorpe  to  give  the  world  his  Life- 
lie  said,  ‘ I know  no  man  whose  Life  would 
‘ be  more  interesting.  If  I were  furnished 
‘ with  materials,  I should  be  very  glad'  to  write 
‘ it.’  BoswelPsiLife  of  Dr.  Johnson. 
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thority  and  inflicted  heavier  punishment!,  than 
by  any  law  were  warranted. 

And  as  that  assumed  authority  was  found  to 
be  nn  intolerable  burden  to  the  subject,  and 
the  means  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  power  and 
government,  all  jurisdiction,  power  and  autho- 
rity belonging  unto  or  exercised  in  the  same 
court,  or  by  any  the  judges,  officers,  or  minis- 
ters thereof,  were  clearly  and  absolutely  dis- 
solved, taken  away,  and  determined,  by  an  Act 
made  in  the  16th  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  the  first. 

And  thereby,  the  Committee  apprehend,  aU 
pretences  of  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet  to  take 
fees  from  archbishops,  bishops,  temporal  peers, 
barunets  and  others  of  lower  degree,  or  to  put 
them  in  irons,  or  exact  fees  lor  not  doing  so, 
were  determined  mid  abolished. 

That  after  the  said  Act  took  place,  the  Fleet 
prison  became  a prison  for  debtors,  and  for 
contempts  of  the  courts  of  Chancery,  Exche- 
quer and  Common  Fleas  only,  and  fell  under 
the  same  regulations  ns  other  gaols  of  this  king- 
dom. 

That  by  an  Act  of  the  22nd  and  23rd  of  king 
Charles  2nd,  the  future  government  of  all  pri- 
sons wns  vested  in  the  lords  chief  justices,  the 
chief  baron,  nr  any  two  of  them  lor  the  lime 
being,  and  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  London, 
Middlesex  and  Surrey,  and  the  judges  for  the 
several  circuits,  and  (he  justices  of  the  peace 
fur  the  time  being  in  their  several  precincts; 
and  pursuant  thereunto,  several  Oiders  and 
Regulations  have  been  made  (the  last  of  which 
is  hereunto  annexed  in  the  Appendix,  marked 
letter  A)  which  the  present  Warden  of  the 
Fleet  hath  not  regarded  or  complied  with  ; but 
bath  exercised  an  unwarrantable  and  arbitrary 
power,  not  only  in  extorting  exorbitant  fees, 
nut  in  oppressing  prisoners  for  debt,  by  loading 
them  with  irons,  worse  than  if  the  Star-churn-  : 
ber  was  still  subsisting,  and  contrary  to  the  , 
Grant  Charter,  the  foundation  of  the  lilierty  of 
the  subject,  and  in  defiance  and  conlempt 
thereof,  ns  well  as  of  other  good  laws  of  this 

It  appears  by  a patent  of  tlie  3rd  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  recited  in  letters  patent, 
bearing  date  the  19th  of  king  Charles  2nd,  that 
the  Fleet  prison  was  nn  ancient  prison,  called. 
Prisona  de  le  Fleet,  alias,  the  queen’s  gaol  of 
the  Fleet ; and  that  certain  Constitution*  tveie 
then  established  by  agreement  between  Richard 
Tyrrell,  .warden,  mid  the  prisoners  of  the  Fleet, 
and  a Table  of  Fees  annexed,  in  which  the 
fees  to  be  paid  by  »n  archbishop,  duke,  mar- 
quis, earl,  or  other  lord  spiritual  or  temporal, 
are  particularly  mentioued,  and  the  fine  ascer- 
tained, which  they  are  to  pay  for  the  liberty  of 
the  house  and  irons  ; and  that  tlicse  constitu- 
tions and  orders  were  confirmed  by  the  said 
letters  patent  of  king  Charles  2nd ; which  let- 
»ers  pateut  grant  the  office  of  Warden  of  the 
Fleet,  and  of  the  keeper  of  the  old  palace  at 
Westminster,  the  shops  in  Westminster- hull, 
certain  tenements  adjoining  to  the  Fleet,  and 
olher  rents  and  ^irpfils  belonging  j»  fie  War- 
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den,  to.  sir  Jeremy  Wbickcot  apd  b«.  heirs,  far 
ever ; and  the  said  sir  Jeremy  rebuilt  the  said 
prison  at  his  own  expence,  as  a consideration 
lor  the  grant  thereof ; but  die  said  prison,  and 
the  custody  of  the  prisoners,  being  n freehold, 
and  falling  by  descent  o*  purchase,  into  die 
hands  of  persona  incapable  of  executing  the  of- 
fice of  Worden,  was  die  occasion  of  great 
abuses,  and  frequent  complaints  to  parliament, 
till  at  length  the  pateut  was  set  aside. 

Anri  a patent  for  life  was  granted  to  Bnldwyn 
Leighton,  esquire,  in  consideration  of  his  great 
pains  and  Expences  in  suing  the  former  paten- 
tees to  a hit  future : and,  he  soon  dying,  John 
Huggins,  esquire,  by  giving  5,000/.  to  the  late 
Lord  Clarendon,  did,  by  his  iuterest,  obtain  a 
grant  oi  the  said  office  for  bis  own  son's 
life. 

That,  during  the  time  the  said  Huggins  pos- 
sessed the  said  office  of  wardeu  of  the  fleet, 
Thomas  Pertain,  u prisoner  in  (bat  prison, 
charged  with  40,000/.  debt  (die  greatest  part 
thereof  to  the  crown)  encaged,  having  the  liber- 
ty of  the  rules  by  permission  of  lbg  said  Hug- 
gins, for  which  escape  Huggins  pretends,  he 
hath  obtained  a Quietus;  and  since  that  lime, 
Joseph  Vaius,  charged  with  10,000/.  debt  to  the 
crown,  having  like  liberty  of  die  rules,  also  et- 

ed. 

'bat  Thorn  as  Dumay  made  several  voyages 
to  France,  \\  hilst  a prisoner  in  die  Fleet,  and 
in  custody  of  the  said  Huggins,  and  there  bought 
wines,  some  of  winch  were  delivered  to  the  said 
Huggins;  and  Dumay  drew  several  bills,  whilst 
in  France,  to  the  viilue  ol  320/.  on  Richard 
Bishop,  one  of  the  tipstaffs  of  the  said  prisou, 
who  paid  300/.  and  the  said  lluggius  paid  the 
rest:  Thus  by  the  punctual paymeut of  the  said 
bills,  Dumay  acquired  a credit  in  France,  and 
drew  for  a further  sum,  and  theu  returned  to 
England ; and,  when  the  bills  came  for  pay- 
ment, the  said  Uipbacd  Bishop  refused  to  accept 
them;  nnd  ihe  merchants  upon  Duality’s  re- 
turn, endeavouring  to  got  the  money  of  him, 
who  was  the  drawer  of  the  hills,  found  him  a 
prisoner  in  tlie  rules,  am!  had  no  remedy. 

The  said  John  Huggins  owned  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  so  many  prisuneis  bud  escaped,  dur- 
ing the  time  lie  was  warden,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  enumerate  litem,  he  haring  kept  uo  list 
of  the  persons  so  escaped. 

He  also  owned  to  the  Committee,  that  in  bis 
time  Oliver  Heed  made  his  escape,  when  there 
was  a great  funeral,  and,  wliiist  the  doors  were 
open,  he  went  off : that  afterwards,  being  re- 
taken, he,  tlie  said  Huggins,  sent  him  to  aspung- 
ing-htmsc,  kept  by  Richard  Corbett,  one  of  ihe 
lipstuffs  belonging  to  the  said  prison  ; where  be 
was  locked  up,  ironed  and  stapled  down,  by  hi* 
order,  thoogb  not  condemned  by  auy  Court  pf 

That  it  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  in 
the  year  1725,  one  Mr.  Arne,  an  upholder,  was 
carried  into  a stable,  which  stood,  where  tbe 
strong  room  ou  the  master's  sidexow  is,  nod 
wns  there  confined  (being  a place  of  cold  res- 
traint) tjiii  be  died  ; and  that  he  was  in  good 
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state  of  health,  before  he  was  confined  to  that 

That  the  said  John  Huggins  growing  in  years, 
and  willing  to  relire  from  business,  and  his  son 
not  caring  to  take  upon  him  so  troublesome  an 
office,  he  bath  for  several  years  been  engaged 
in  continual  negotiations  about  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  said  office:  and  in  August  last  con- 
cluded a final  ireaty  with  Thomas  Barabridge 
and  Dougal  Cuthbcrt,  esquires,  and  for  5,000/. 
to  be  paid  unto  him,  obliged  himself  to  surren- 
der the  said  patent  for  his  and  his  soti'slife,  and 
procure  a new  patent  for  the  said  Bambridge 
and  Cuthbert ; which  the  said  Huggins  did  ac- 
cordingly obtain  : and  Cuthbert  paid  in  money 
-or  gave  good  security  fo  pay,  2,500/.  for  one 
moiety  ot  the  said  office  of  warden,  and  Batu- 
bridge  gave  land,  and  oilier  security,  which  the 
said  Huggins  was  then  content  with,  for  2,500/. 
being  for  the  other  moiety  of  the  said  office. 

That,  upon  inspection  and  examination  on 
the  common  side  of  the  prison,  in  the  three 
wards,  called  the  upper  chapel,  the  lower  cha- 
pel, and  Julius  Ctesar's,  ninety-three  persons 
were  confined,  who  are  obliged  to  lie  on  the 
floor,  if  they  cannot  furnish  themselves  with 
bedding,  or  pay  Is.  per  week  to  such  prisoner, 
as  is  so  provided. 

That  the  Lyons  Den,  and  Womens  Ward, 
which  contain  about  eighteen  persons,  are  very 
noisome,  and  in  very  ill  repair. 

That  there  are  several  rooms  in  the  chapel 
stairs,  for  each  of  which  5/.  a year  is  now  paid, 
but  did  formerly  belong  to  the  common  side,, 
and  for  which  nothing  was  paid,  until  charged  by 
IVIrr  Hoggins  at  Si.  a year  each;  and  on  this  floor 
there  are  several  persons,  who  arc  uncertain, 
what  chamber  rent  they  shall  be  obliged  to  pay, 
-and  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  warden. 

That  in  some  rooms  persons,  who  are  sick 
of  different  distempers,  are  obliged  to  lie  toge- 
ther, or  on  i he  floor : one,  in  particular,  had  the 
email  pax,  aiid  two  women  were  ordered  to  lie 
with  her ; and  they  pay  2s.  lOd.  per  week  each 
for  such  lodging. 

That  in  all  the  rooms  (except  very  few)  the 
furniture  is  provided  by  the  prisoners,  and  those, 
which  are  furnished  by  the  warden,  are  extreme- 

Tbat  there  was  a regulation  by  the  Judges 
in  Trinity  Term,  1727,  by  which  the  warden 
ought  to  furnish  all  the  ruoms,  find  in  such  case 
the  prisoners  to  pay  2s.  6 d.  per  week  for  each 
room,  so  furnished  ; but  now  there  are  several 
rooms,  in  .each  of  which  there  are  two,  three, 
and  four,  beds,  and  in  each  bed  two,  and  some- 
times three,  persons,  who  pay  2s.  lOd.  each  per 
week  for  such  lodging. 

That  the  walls,  which  secure  the  prison,  are 
35  foot  high,  with  pallisadoes  on  the  top,  and 
in  good  repair ; and  no  seeming  possibility  for 
ony  prisoner  to  escape. 

That  at  the  end  of  the  place  called  the  Bare, 
a watchhouse  was  built  about  a year  since, 
wherein  nre  kept  several  muskets  and  bayonets, 
as  are  likewise  several  others  in  a room  front- 
ing Fleet  Ditch;  whereas  formerly  only  pikes 
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and  halberts  were  kept  in  that  part  of  the 
prison,  which  is  called  the  lodge. 

That  several  men  called  Watchmen,  and  un- 
der the  pay  of  Mr.  Bambridge,  belong  to  the 
prison,  one  of  which  Bambridge  ordered  to  fire 
upon  Captain  Mackpheadris,  upon  the  dispute 
which  happened  between  them ; but  the  watch- 
man fearing  the  consequence,  refused  to  obey 

That  the  windows  of  the,  prison  are  in  very 
bad  repair,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  health 
of  the  prisoners,  though  by  a late  order  of  the 
judges,  they  ought  to  have  been  kept  in  good 
repair  by  the  warden. 

That  there  are  three  houses  adjoining,  and 
belonging  to,  the  prison,  which  are  kept  as 
spunging- houses  by  tenants  to  Mr.  Bao.hridge, 
as  warden ; in  one  of  which,  kept  by  Corbett, 
20  prisoners  nre  confined. 

That  many  or  these  prisoners  pay  2s.  n day 
for  the  use  of  a room  in  this  house,  and  lor  firing 
Is.  and  the  other  prisoners  Is.  a night  for  a 
bed ; hut,  notwithstanding  such  payments,  they 
are  obliged  to  lie  two  or  more  in  the  same  bed: 
the  sums,  paid  by  these  twenty-six  prisoners 
(two  at  2s.  per  day,  and  twenty-four  at  Is.  for 
the  use  of  the  lodgings  only,  being  in  the  whole 
1/.  8s.)  amount  yearly  to  511/.  besides  the  mo- 
ney paid  for  firing,  at  Is.  a day,  by  such,  as 
have  any,  and  Is.  a day  for  their  board. 

Some  of  these  prisoners,  not  being  able  to 
pay  the  Is.  a day  for  eating,  procured  ueces- 
saries  to  dress  their  own  meat;  hut  Corbett, 
the  tipstaff,  would  not  suffer  them  so  to  do, 
and  they  are  under  the  necessity  of  being  sup- 
plied by  their  friends  or  starve. 

That  lieutenant  Jenkiu  Leyson  (now  a pri- 
soner with  Corbett)  paid  the  following  fees, 
upon  his  being  taken  into  custody,  for  one 

£.  s.  tf. 

To  the  Judge’s  Clerk  - 12  8 

To  the  Filaxer  - - - - 0 4 0 

To  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet  - - 2 6 8 

To  Corbett,  the  Tipstaff  - - 0 10  6 

To  do.  for  being  taken  into  Custody  1 10  0 
To  the  Turnkeys  - - - - 0 2 6 

Total  - - - - 5 16  4 

It  also  appeared,  upon  the  examination  of 
several  other  prisoners,  that  they  paid  the  like 
fees  for  every  single  caption ; and, 

That  every  prisoner,  removed  by  Habeas 
Corpus  from  one  place  to  another,  pny9  to  the 
tipstaff  4s.  2d.  every  one  brought  out  of  the 
country  by  Habeas  Corpus,  and  committed  in 
court  for  want  of  bail,  pays  13s.  4 d.  and  every 
prisoner,  carried  to  Westminster  Hall'  by 
Habeas  Corpus,  in  order  to  be  charged  in  exe- 
cution, pays  10s. 

That  every  prisoner  pays,  at  his  entrance 
into  the  house  of  the  tipstaff,  6s.  towards  a 
howl  of  punch. 

That  Thomas  Hogg,  who  had  been  a prisoner 
in  the  Fleet  prison,  and  was  then  discharged  by 
order  of  court,  about  eight  months  after.sach 
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discharge,  passing  by  the  door  of  that  prison, 
stopped,  10  give  charily  lo  tlie  prisoners  nl  the 
grate,  and  being  seen  uy  James  Barnes  (one  of 
ibe  said  Bam  bridge's  agents,  and  accomplices) 
the  said  Uarues  seized,  and  forced  him  into 
Corbett’s  springing-  house,  where  he  hath  been 
detained  ever  since  (now  upwards  of  nine 
months)  without  any  cause,  or  legal  authority, 
whatsoever. 

That  Corbett,  being  examined  touching  the 
discharge  of  his  prisoners,  owned,  lie  never 
mnde  any  regular  entry ; -and  that  all  the 
original  discharges  of  prisoners,  cumniitted  to 
his  custody  since  Mr.  Ouyhon’s  time,  were  not 
received  by  him  from  the  warden,  but  left  with 
the  turnkey,  from  whom  lie  only  received 
verbal  directions. 

The  Committee  could  not  get  from  Mr.  Bam- 
bridge,  or  his  officers,  any  List  ol  such  prison- 
ers, as  have  the  liberty  of  the  rule3  and  pre- 
cincts of  the  Fleet  prison;  but  the  Committee 
obtained,  by  another  linnd,  a List  of  382  per- 
sons, with  an  account  of  what  each  person 
hath  paid  to  the  warden  for  such  liberty,  and 
the  annual  gifts  every  Christmas,  amounting 
to  near  2,828/.  17s.  4 d.  And  it  appeared  to  the 
Committee,  that  the  prisoners  for  the  greatest 
debts  have  not  signed  the  book:  That  tire  gra- 
tuity to  the  warden,  for  the  liberty  of  the  rules, 
is  exacted  in  proportion  to  the  greatness  of  the 
debt,  and,  if  nil  paid,  that  account  would  be 
three  times  the  before-mentioned  sum : These 
sums,  so  paid,  appear  U)  be  very  extraordinary 
exactions  from  the  prisoners,  and  are  the  more 
unreasonable,  because  all  prisoners,  who  have 
the  liberty  of  the  rules,  enter  into  bonds,  in 
very  great  penalties,  with  sufficient  sureties,  for 
not  escaping,  the  least  of  which  pcnnltics  are 
always  double  the  sums  they  stand  com- 
miticd  for. 

Mr.  Cotton,  clerk  of  the  papers,  upon  his 
examination  concerning  the  money,  taken  by 
him  lor  day  rules,  granted  to  prisoners,  con- 
fessed, that  every  prisoner,  who  lias  the  liberty 
tn  go  abroad  in  term  time,  pays  5s.  Od.  for  each 
day,  and  for  the  the  first  and  last  days  ofihe 
term  6s.  which,  be  said,  is  divided  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner;  viz. 


To  the  Four  .1  udges  Sd.  each  - - 1 0 

To  the  Secondary  -----  18 

To  the  Warden  -----  i o 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Papers  - 1 10 

5 6 

More  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Papers  the"!  - - 
first  and  last  day  ot  the  term  J ° 0 

Total  - - - - - 6 0 


And  that  in  about  two  years  time  one  gen- 
tleman paid  30/.  for  obtaining  day  rules. 

That  an  act  having  passed  in  the  sixth  year 
of  the  late  king,  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors,  Mr.  Fytcbe  did  thereupon  declare,  in 
the  name  of  tne  said  Mr.  Huggins  (who  had  di- 
rected him 
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within  the  rules  would  give  him  two  guineas, 
they  should  not  be  listed,  in  order  to  be  dis- 
charged, in  pursuance  of  that  act ; for  that  he, 
the  said  Hoggins,  would  refuse  to  swear  them 
his  prisoners,  ns  that  act  required,  nnd  would 
not  sutler  his  deputy  to  do  it  ; but  a list  was 
delivered  of  about  20  prisoners,  then  in  the 
rules,  who  were  discharged,  having  given  two 
guineas  each  to  Huggins,  for  inserting  them  in 
the  List,  and  for  swearing  them  to. he  his  pri- 
soners ; and  300  prisoners  were  carried  up  to 
Guildhall,  in  order  in  their  discharge, .but  some 
were  refused  tn  he  listed,  and  lost  the  benefit 
of  the  net,  because  they  bad  not  money  enough 
to  pay  for  being  put  into  the  List. 

That  Mr.  Huggins,  being  examined  touching 
an  instrument,  signed  by  him  in  November, 
1724,  appointing  Kirlmrd  Corbett  one  of  the 
five  tipstutfs  of,  or  belonging  to,  the  Fleet  pri- 
son, acknowledged,  that  he  had  no  power,  by 
virtue  of  any  patent  from  the  crown,  to  con- 
stitute such  tipstaff ; but  that,  w hen  he  came 
to  his  office,  he  found,  llmt  such  an  officer  had 
been  so  constituted,  and  he  took  that  for  n pre- 
cedent to  do  the  same. 

That  there  are  five  Commitment  books, 
wherein  the  names  of  all  prisoners,  committed 
tn  the  Fleet  prison,  are,  or  ought  to  he,  entered  : 
The  commencement  of  the  Hate  of  the  first 
first  book  is  the26th  of  March,  1708,  and  the 
Inst  the  6 tli  of  May,  1728,  to  this  time. 

There  is  one  Book,  wherein  the  iinmps  are 
inserted  of  those  prisoners,  who  are  removed 
to  the  Fleet  by  Habeas  Corpus,  beginning  in 
Michaelmas  Term,  1727,  to  this  time. 

There  is  one  Declaration  Book,  wherein  the 
names  of  those  creditors  are  inserted,  who  de- 
clare against  their  debtors,  beginning  the  23d 
of  January,  1728,  to  this  time. 

There  is  one  Lodge  Book,  wherein  the 
prisoners  names  arc  entered,  when  they 
come  into  the  prison,  beginning  November, 
1728. 

There  is  one  Security  Bond  hook, without 
date. 

That  he,  the  said  Mr.  Iluggins,  on  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday,  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd 
of  March,  1728  (since  the  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed) did  exonerate,  or  discharge  out  of  the 
Commitment  Books,  119  persons,  for  several 
sums,  amounting  to  about  17,099/.  6s.  7 d. 

He  owned,  thut  he  has  in  his  custody  52  dis- 
charges more,  which  ought  to  have  been  long 
since  discharged,  and  amount  lo  very  great 

That  by  tlie  dates  in  the  List,  which  Mr. 
Huggins  delivered  to  tlie  Committee,  of  lip 
persons,  so  discharged,  and  the  52  to  be  dis- 
charged, it  appeared,  that  many  of  them  ought 
to  have  been  discharged  in  the  years  1718, 
1719, 1720,  and  so  on  to  this  time. 

That  there  are  two  escape  warrants,  one  of 
which  the  judge  grants,  the  other  the  warden  : 
that  which  the  judge  grants  carries  the  prisoner 
to  Newgate,  there  to  remain  during  life,  unless 
the  debt  he  paid ; and  that,  which  the  warden 

^fehWnPn^.l^Sft^^iWiiFWence, 
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that  the  prisoner  is  out  of  the  rules,  and  so  re-  | in  the  county  of  Salop,  where,  the  Committee 
mands  him  to  the  prison.  are  informed,  he  still  remains. 

One  ill  use,  which  is  made  of  keeping  the  That  the  said  James  Barnes  (though  a nri. 


prisouers  so  long  on  the  Commitment  Book, 'is, 
that  the  warden  may,  at  his  pleasure,  issue  his 
escape  warrant  against  any  such  person,  con- 
tinued on  the  Commitment  Book,  and  carry 
him  to  thespunging-house,  or  to  the  prison, 
and  there  detain  him,  until  he  squeezes  from 
biui  all  the  money,  that  can  possibly  be  got. 

Another  ill  use,  and  inconveniency,  is,  that 
persons,  who  have  been  seven  years?  or  more, 
out  of  the  rules,  or  out  of  the  prison  (their 
names  remaining  in  the  Commitment  Book)  re- 
turn, after  having  contracted  new  debts,  and  so 
become  prisoners  again  fraudulently,  to  obtain 
the  benefit  of  the  usual  acts  for  relief  of  in- 
solvent debtors. 

That  the  date  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  book 
beiog  but  in  Michaelmas  Term  1727,  the  date 
of  the  declaration  book  the  23rd  of  JanuaVy, 
1728,  and  the  date  of  the  lodge  book  Novem- 
ber, in  1728,  the  Committee  conceive,  from 
socb  late  dates,  that  there  must  be  a conceal- 
ment of  former  books  of  that  kind,  nr  that  they 
are  destroyed ; either  of  which  must  tend  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  prisoners,  and  the 
creditors,  and  to  the  suppressing  the  truth  in 
this  enquiry. 

That,  since  the  said  Thomas  Bambridge  has 
acted  as  warden,  the  books,  belonging  to  the 
office  of  the  warden,  have  been  very  negligent- 
ly kept,  and  the  discharges  not  duly  entered, 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  many  of  his  Majesty’s 
subjects ; and  he  hath  not  regularly  taken 
charge  of  the  prisoners,  committed  to  his  care 
by  his  patent,  and  bath  not,  os  he  himself  con- 
fessed, ever  had  any  authentic  list  of  the  pri- 
soners in  the  rules  delivered  him;  so  he  cannot 
have  executed  the  trust  of  keeping  his  priso- 
ners in  safe  custody  when  he  did  not  know, 
who,  or  where,  they  were. 

The  Committee  find,  that  the  said  Thomas 
Bambridge,  who  for  some  years  acted  as  depu- 
ty-warden of  the  fleet,  and  is  now  actually 
warden  of  that  prison,  hath  himself  been  aid- 
ing and  assisting  in  an  escape;  that  he  caused 
a private  door  to  he  made  through  the  walls  of 
the  prison,  out  of  the  yard,  where  the  dogs  are, 
she  key  of  which  door  was  kept  by  himself; 
and  he  with  his  own  hands  opened  tlie  door, 
and  let  out  Boyce,  the  smuggler,  charged,  at  the 
King’s  suit  with  upwards  of  30,000/.  and  was 
afterwards  seen  at  Islington,  and  hath  been  se- 
veral times  let  out  of  the  prison  by  Bambridge. 

That  William  Kilberry  was  allowed  by  Batn- 
bridge  to  go  out  of  the  |irison,  and  the  rules 
thereof,  though  charged  at  the  suit  of  the  crown 
with  the  sum  of  5,820/. 

That  William  Booth,  charged  with  5,820/. 
at  the  suit  of  the  crown,  though  committed 
close  prisoner,  was  also  suffered  to  go  out  of  the 
prison,  and  the  rules  thereof. 

That  William  Talure,  committed  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  710/.  upon  mesne 
process,  and  charged  with  forgery,  bath  been 
suffered  to  go  out  of  the  fleet  prison  to  Wcm, 


soner  in  the  Fleet  prison  upon  execution)  hath 
been  permitted,  during  this  enquiry,  to  come 
from  thence  to  Westminster,  to  the  said  Bam. 
bridge,  when  in  custody  of  the  messenger  to 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House. 

The  Committee  find,  that  the  said  Bam- 
bridge  bath,  by  himself,  and  his  agents,  often 
refused  to  admit  prisoners  into  the  prison, 
though  committed  by  duo  course  of  law ; and 
in  order  to  extort  money  from  them,  hath  often, 
contrary  to  an  act,  of  the  22nd  and  23rd  of 
king  Charles  2,  without  their  free  and  volun- 
tary consent,  caused  them  to  he  carried  away 
from  the  prison  gate  unto  a public  victualling 
or  drinking  house,  commonly  called  a spunging 
house,  belonging  to  him  the  said  Bambridge,  as 
warden,  and  rented  of  him  by  Corbett,  his  tip. 
staff,  and  hath  there  kept  them  at  exorbitant 
charges,  and  forced  them  to  call  for  more  li- 
quor, than  they  were  inclined  to,  and  to  spend 
more,  than  they  were  able  to  afford,  to  the 
defrauding  their  creditors,  and  the  distressing 
of  their  families,  whose  substance  they  nro  com- 
pelled there  to  consume;  and,  for  the  more 
effectual  making  them  stretch  their  poor  re- 
mains of  credit,  and  to  squeeze  out  of  them  the 
charity  of  their  friends,  each  prisoner  is  better 
or  worse  treated,  according  to  his  expences, 
some  being  allowed  a handsome  room  and  bed  ! 
to  themselves,  some  stowed  in  garrets,  three  in 
one  bed,  and  some  pul  in  irons. 

That  these  houses  were  further  used  by  the 
said  Bambridge  as  a terror  for  extorting  money 
from  the  prisoners,  who,  on  security  given,  have 
the  liberty  of  the  rules:  of  which  Mr.  Robert  J 
Castell  was  an  unhappy  instance;  a man  bom 
to  a competent  estate : hut  being  unfortunately 
plunged  in  debt,  was  thrown  into  prison : he 
was  first  sent  (according  to  custom)  to  Cor- 
bett’s; from  whence  he,  by  presents  to  Bam- 
bridge, redeemed  himself,  and,  giving  security, 
obtained  the  liberty  of  the  rules ; notwithstann-  1 
ing  which,  lie  had  frequently  presents  (ns  they 
are  called)  exacted  from  him  by  Bambridge, 
and  was  menaced,  on  refusal,  to  be  sent  back 
to  Corbett’s  again. 

The  said  Bambridge  having  thus  unlawfully  -J 
extorted  large  sums  of  money  from  him  in  a 
very  short  time,  Castell  grew  weary  of  being 
made  such  a wretched  property,  and  resolving  l 
not  to  injure  further  his  family  or  his  creditors,  3 
for  the  sake  of  so  small  a liberty,  he  refused  to  , 
submit  to  further  exactions;  upon  which  the 
said  Bambridge  ordered  him  to  he  re-coin-  I 
mitred  to  Corbett's  where  the  small  pox  then  H 
raged,  though  Castell  acquainted  him  with  his 
not  having  had  that  distemper,  ami  that  he 
dreaded  it  so  much,  that  the  putting  him  into  a 1 
house,  where  it  was,  would  occasion  his  death, 
which,  if  it  happened,  before  he  could  settle 
his  affairs,  would  be  a great  prejudice  to  his 
creditors,  and  would  expose  his  family  t0 
destruction ; and  therefore  he  earnestly  desired, 
that  he  mij'ht  either  be  sent  to  another  house, 
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or  even  into  the  gaol  itself,  as  a favour : the 
melancholy  case  of  this  poor  gentleman  moved 
the  very  agents  of  the  said  Bambridge  to  com- 
passion, so  that  they  also  used  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  dissuade  him  from  sending  this 
unhappy  prisoner  to  that  infected  house;  but 
Bambridge  forced  him  thither,  where  he  (as  he 
feared  be  should)  caught  the  small  pox,  and  in 
a few  days  died  thereof,  justly  charging  the 
said  Bambridge  with  his  death,  and  unhappily 
leaving  all  his  affairs  in  the  greatest  confusion, 
and  a numerous  family  of  small  children  in  the 
utmost  distress. 

It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  the 
letting  out  of  the  Fleet  tenements  to  victuallers, 
for  the  reception  of  prisoners,  hath  been  but 
of  late  practised ; and  that  the  first  of  them, 
let  for  this'  purpose,  was  to  Mary  Whitwood, 
who  still  continues  tenant  of  the  same;  and 
that  her  rent  has,  from  32/.  per  annum,  been 
increased  to  60/.  and  a certain  number  of 
prisoners  stipulated  to  be  made  a prey  of,  to 
enable  her  to  pay  so  great  a rent;  and  that  she, 
(b  procure  the  benefit  of  bnving  ;ucb  a number 
o 1-prisoners  seut  to  her  house,  hath,  over  and 
above  the  increased  rcot,  been  obliged  to  make 
n present  to  the  said  Bambridge  of  -JO  guineas, 
as  also  of  a toy  (as  it  is  called)  being  the  model 
of  a Chinese  ship,  made  of  amber,  set  in  silver, 
for  which  fourscore  broad  pieces  had  been  of- 
fered her. 

This  is  the  first  method  of  extorting  money 
from  the  unhappy  prisoners ; and,  when  they 
can  no  longer  bear  the  misery  and  expence  of 
a spungiug-house,  before  they  can  obtain  the 
privilege  of  being  admitted  into  the  prison, 
they  are  obliged  to  comply  with  such  ex- 
orbitant fees,  as  the  said  Bambridge  thinks  fit 
to  demund  ; which  if  they  do  not,  they  are  sure, 
under  various  pretences,  of  being  turned  down 
to  die  cominmi  side,  if  not  put  iu  irons,  hnd 
dungeons;  and  this  bus  been  dune  to  those, 
who  were  willing,  and  offered  to  pay  the  fees, 
established  hv  tiie  regulation,  made  by  the 
judges  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  Trinity  term, 
1727,  which  ought  to  have  been  hung  up  in 
some  public  place  in  the  ptisan,  to  which  the 
prisoners  might  have  free  access,  but  was 
secreted  by  the  said  James  Barnes,  pursuant 
to  the  orders  of  the  said  Bambridge;  which 
Table  of  Fees  seems  to  be  unreasonable,  be- 
cause it  obliges  men,  who  ure  committed  for 
not  being  able  to  pay  their  debts,  to  pay 
aucli  sums  of  money,  as  their  circumstances 
render  them  altogether  unable  to  comply 
with. 

And  this  Table  of  Fees  was  fraudulently  ob- 
tained by  the  said  Bambridge;  -for  it  appeared 
to  the  Committee,  that,  upon  complaint  of  the 
prisoners  of  die  Fleet  to  the  court  olJCommon 
Metis,  the  order,  made  by  lord  chief  justice 
Herbert,  establishing  the  fees  of  that.gnoi,  was 
ordered  to  be  read  : which  order  was  founded 
npon  institutions  made  m the  year  1651,  in 
which  was  a Table  of  Fees ; two  items  where- 
of being  taken  away;  the  test  remained,  os  fol- 
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To  the  Warden,  for  the  Liberty  of  his  £.  t.  d. 

House  and  Irons  - - - 1 6 8 

For  the  Dismission  Fee  - - - 0 7 4 

To  the  Clerk,  for  making  the  Obliga- 
tion - - - - - -024 

For  entering  the  Name,  and  Cause  - 0 0 4 
To  the  Chamberlain  - - - 0 1 0 

To  the  Gaoler  - - - - 0 1 o 

To  the  Porter  - - - - 0 1 0 

To  a Gallon  of  Wine  - - - 0 2 8 

And  a Fee,  added  by  Order  of  Court, 
to  the  Chaplain  - - - - 0 2 0 

Total  - - - - 2 4 4 


And  the  said  Bambridge  read  the  said  order, 
and,  instead  of  reading  the  particular  items,  he 
read  only  the  said  sum  total  of  fi /.  4s.  Ad.  and 
thereby  lie  induced  the  judges  to  believe, 
that  the  said  sum  was  the  fee  due  to  the  War- 
den ; and  accordingly  they  ordered  that  St.  4s. 
Ad.  to  be  paid,  as  due  to  the  Warden  fur  a 
commitment  fee,  and  ordered  the  other  fees, 
due  to  the  Chamberlain,  Gaoler,  and  others,  to 
be  paid,  over  and  above  the  said  Si.  4s.  4 d. 
and  the  same  have  been  ever  since  taken,  be- 
sides the  7s.  4 d.  to  the  Warden,  upon  the  pri- 
soner's discharge,  notwithstanding  they  are  all 
included  in  the  SI.  4s.  Ad. 

The  said  Judges  of  the  Common  Pleas  seem- 
ing to  be  of  opinion,  that  every  action,  to  which 
a prisoner  was  tendered  in  discharge  of  his 
bail,  wns  a separate  commitment,  and  that 
there  was  a separate  commitment  fee  due  upon 
each  action,  the  said  Bambridge  has  thereupon 
received  six  or  seven  titties  Si.  4s.  4 d.  of  a 
single  person,  as  Iris  hare  commitment  lees; 
whereby  the  prisoner  Ims  paid  six  times  for  the 
liberty  of  the  house  anil  irons,  six  dismission 
fees,  tor  six  obligations  (though  none  given)  six 
fees  to  the  Chamberlain,  Porter,  Gaoler,  tec. 
and  six  gallons  of  wiue  ; aud  the  prisoner  pays 
the  Chamberlain,  Gaoler,  tec.  for  his  discharge 

The  said  Bambridge  likewise  takes  a fee  of 
Si.  6s.  8 d.  from  every  prisoner,  committed  by 
the  Exchequer,  orChencery;  whereas  there  is 
no  such  fee  due,  nor  any  distinction  in  tire 
table  of  fees  between  the  commitment  of  one 
court,  or  another. 

And  for  a more  particular  Account  of  the 
Fees,  Chamber  Rent,  and  Dues  to  the  Chap- 
lain, the  Committee  refer  to  tire  annexed  Ap- 
pendix, marked  with  Che  Letter®. 

And,  notwithstanding  the  payment  of  such 
large  fees,  in  order  to  extort  further  sums  from 
the  unfortunate  prisoners,  the  snid  Bambridge 
unjustly  pretends,  he  Ims  a right,  as  Warden, 
to  exercise  an  unlimited  power  of  changing 
prisoners  from  room  to  room,  of  turning  them 
into  the  common  side,  though  they  have  paid 
the  master's  side  fee,  and  inflicting  arbitrary 
punishments,  by  locking  them  dowu  m un- 
wholesome dungeons,  and  loading  theul  with 
torturing  irons ; -some  instances  of  which  fol- 
low ; viz. 

**v” 
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far  as  it  appeared  to  the  Committee,  one  of 
llie  first  prisoners  for  debt,  time  ever  was  loaded 
with,  irons  at  the  Fleet..  The  said  Bambridge 
one  dav  called  him  into  the  gate- house  of  the 
prison,  called  The  Lodge ; where  tie  caused 
him  to  be  suited,  lettered,  and  carried  to  Cor- 
bett's, the  Spunging-  house,  and  there  kept  for 
upwards  of  a week  ; and,  when  brought  back 
into  the  prison,  Bambridge  caused  him  to  be 
turned  into  the  Dungeon,  called  The  Strong 
Room  of  the  master's  side. 

This  place  is  a vault,  like  those  in  which  the  ! 
dead  are  interred,  and  wherein  the  bodies  of  i 
persons,  dying  in  the  said  prison,  are  usually 
deposited,  till  the  coroner’s  inquest  hath  passed 
upon  them  : It  has  no  chimuey,  nor  lirc-place,  ( 
nor  any  light,  but  what  comes  over  the  door, 
or  through  a bole  of  about  eight  inches  square:  1 
It  is  neither  paved  nor  boarded  ; and  the  rough 
bricks  appear  both  on  the  sides  and  top,  being 
neither  wainscoted  nor  plaisu-red:  What  adds 
to  the  dampness  and  stench  of  the  place,  is,  its 
being  built  over  the  common  shore,  and  ad- 
joining to  the  sink  and  dunghill,  where  all  the 
nastiness  of  the  prison  is  cast.  In  this  mise- 
rable place  the  poor  wretch  was  kept  by.  the 
said  Bambridge  manacled  and  shackled  for 
uear  two  mouths.  At  length,  on  receiving  five 
guineas  from  Mr.  Kemp,  a friend  of  Solas’s, 
Bambridge  released  the  prisoner  from  his  cruel 
confinement ; hut,  though  his  chains  were 
taken  off,  his  terror  still  remained  ; and  the 
unhappy  man  was  prevailed  upon,  by  that 
terror,  not  only  to  labour  gratis  for  the  said 
Bambridge,  but  to  swear  also,  at  random,  ail 
that  he  hath  required  of  him : and  the  Com- 
mittee themselves  saw  an  instance  of  the  deep 
impression  his  sufferings  had  made  upon  him  ; 
for,  on  his  surmising,  from  something  said,  that 
Bambridge  was  to  return  again  ns  Warden  of 
the  Fleet,  be  fainted,  and  the  blood  started  out 
> of  his  mouth  and  nose. 

Captaiu  John  Mackpheadris,  who  was  bred 
a merchant,  is  another  melancholy  instance  of 
the  cruel  use,  the  said  Bambridge  hath  made  of 
Ills  assumed  authority.  Mackpheadris  was  a 
considerable  trader,  and  in  a very  flourishing 
condition,  until  the  year  1720,  when,  being 
bound  for  large. sums  to  the  crown  fora  person, 
afterwards  ruined  by  the  misfortunes  of  that 
year,  he  was  undone.  In  June  1727,  he  was 
prisoner  in  the  Fleet ; and,  although  he  had 
before  paid  his  commitment  fee,  the  like  fee 
was  extorted  from  him  a second  time  ; and  he 
baviug  furnished  a room,  Bambridge  demanded 
an  extravagant  price  for  it,  w hich  he  refused 
to  pay ; and  urged,  that  it  was  unlawful  for  the 
Warden  to  demand  extravagant  rents,  and 
.offered  to  pay  what  was  legally  due:  notwith- 
standing which,  the  said  Bambridge,  assisted 
by  the  said  James  Barnes,  and  other  accom- 
plices, broke  open  his  room,  and  took  away 
several  things  of  great  value,  amongst  others, 
the  King's  extent  in  aid  of  the  prisoner  (which 
was  to  have  been  returned  in  a few  days,  in 
order  to  procure  the  debt  to  the  crown,  and 
the  prisoner's  enlargement)  which  Bambridge 


still  detains:  Not  content  with  this,  Bambridge 
locked  the  prisoiierout  of  his  room,  and  tbreed 
him  to  lie  in  the  open  yard, 'called  the' Bare, 
lie  sat  quietly  under  his  wrongs,  and,  getting 
some  poor  materials,  built  a little  but,  to  pro. 
tect  Imnself,  ns  well  as  he  could,  from  the  In- 
juries of' the' Weather.  The  said  Bambridge 
seeing  his  uiiconceriicduess,  said,  •“  Damn  him 
“ he  is  easy  ! I will  put  him  inch  the  Strong 
“ Room  before  totmofrbw and  ordered 
Barnes  to  pulldown  his  little  hut:  which  was 
done  accordingly.  The  poor  prisoner,  being  in 
nn  ill  state  of  health,  and  the  night  rainy,  was 
put  to  great  distress.  Sonie  time  after  this  lie 
was,  about  eleven  a clock  at  night,  assaulted 
by  Bambridge,  with  several  other  persons,  his 
accomplices,  in  a violent  manner;  and  Bain- 
bridge,  though  the  prisoner  was  unarmed,  at- 
tacked him  with  his  sword,  but  by  good  fortune, 
was  prevented  from  killing  him  ; ami  several 
other  prisoners  coming  out,  upon  the  noise, 
they  carried  Mackpheadris,  for  safety,  into 
another  geutleman’s  room.  Soou  after  which, 
Bambridge,  cqraing  with  one  Savage,  and  seve- 
ral others,  broke  open  the  door;  and  Bam- 
bridge strove  with  Ids  sword  to  kill  the  pri- 
soner; but  he  again  got  away,  and  hid  himself  I 
in  another  room.  Next  morning  ihe  said  Bom-  I 
bridge  entered  ihe  prison  with  a detachment  of  1 
soldiers,  and  ordered  the  prisoner  to  he  dragged  1 
to  the  lodge,  and  ironed  with  great  irons : on  I 
which  he  desiring  to  know,  for  what  cause,  nnd  1 
by  what  authority,  he  was  to  be  so  cruelly  I 
used,  Bambridge  replied,  It  was  by  his  own 
authority ; and,  damn  him,  he  wouid  do  it,  and  I 
have  his  Ufe!  The  prisoner  desired,  he  might 
be  carried  before  a magistrate,  that  he  might  I 
know  his  crime,  before  he  was  punished ; but  ( 
Bambridge  refused ; and  put  irons  upon  his  I 
legs,  which  were  too  little,  so  that,  in  forcing  J 
them  on,  his  legs  were  like  to  have  been 
broken,  nnd  the  torture  was  impossible  to  he 
endured  : upon  which  the  prisoner  complain-  I 
ingot'  the  grievous  pain,  and  stroitness  of  the  ,1 
irons,  Bambridge  answered,  that  he  did  it  on  " 
purpose  to  torture  him  : on  which  the  prisoner  1 
replying,  that  by  the  law  of  England  no  man 
ought  to  be  tortured  ; Bambridge  declared,  J 
that  he  would  do  it  first,  and  answer  for  it  | 
afterwards ; and  caused  him  to  he  dragged 
away  to  the  dungeon ; where  he  lay  without  a . I 
bed,  loaded  with  irons,  so  close  nvited,  tiiit  ; 
they  kept  him  in  continual  torture,  and  mor-  , 
tiffed  his  legs.  After  long ...  application*  his 
irons  were  changed,  and  a surgeon  directed  to  I 
dress  his  legs;  hut  his  lameness  is  not,  nor 
ever  can  be,  cured.  lie  was  kept  in  this  mise-  1 
rable  condition  for  three  weeks,  by  which 
his  sight  is  greatly  prejudiced,  and  in  danger, of  1 
being  lost. 

The  prisoner,  upon  this  usage,  petitioned  the 
judges  ; and,  alter  several  meetings,  and  a full 
hearing,  the  judges  reprimanded  Mr.  Huggins 
and  Bambridge,  and  declared,  that  a g»o|er 
could  not  answer  the  ironing  of  a man,  hetor 
he  was  found  guilty  of  a prime  : but,  it  beu'JJ 
out  of  term,  they  could  not  give  the  prisons 
a o n 1 1 1,  it  Jl 
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Notwithstanding  this  opinion  of  the  Judges, 
tlie  9aid  Bambridge  continued  to  keep  ,tbe  pri- 
soner in  iron*,  till  he  bud  paid  him  si*  guineas; 
end,  tn  prevent  the  prisoner's  recovering 
damages  tor  the  cruel  treatment  of  him,  Bum- 
bridge  indicted  him,  and  his  principal  witnesses, 
at  tlie  Old  Bailey,  before  they  knew  any  thing 
of  the  matter ; end,  to  support  that  indictment, 
ho  had  recourse  to  subornation,  and  turned 
ttvo  of  his  servants  out  of  places,  which  they  , 
bud  bought,  because  they  would  not  swear  ' 
falsely,  that  the  prisoner  had  struck  the  said  j 
Bambridge  ; which  words  he  had  inserted  in  , 
affidavits,  ready  prepared  for  signing, and  which 
they  knew  to  he  false.  As  soon  as  they  were 
apprised  of  it,  they  applied  to  the  lord  mayor,  , 
who  ordered  the  grand  jury  down  to  the  Fleet; 
where  they  found  that  Bambridge  was  the  ag- 
gressor ; hut  the  bill  against  the  prisoners  being 
already  found,  the  second  enquiry  was  too  late.  ( 
The  prisoners,  being  no  longer  able  to  bear 
the  charges  of  prosecution,  which  had  already 
dost  1031.  and  being  softened  by  promises,  and 
terrified  by  threats,  submitted  to  plead  guilty,  1 
on  a solemn  assurance,  and  agreement,  made 
with  Bambridge  before  witnesses,  of  having  hut 
one  shilling  fine  laid  upon  litem  ; but,  so  soou 
as  they  had  pleaded  guilty,  Bambridge  took  ad-  j 
vantage  of  it,  and  has  continued  harrassing  1 
them,  and  their  securities,  ever  since. 

The  desire  of  gain  urged  the  said  Bambridge  j 
to  the  preceding  instuuces  of  cruelty  ; but  a 
more  diabolical  passion,  that  of  malice,  ani- 
mated him  tu  oppress  Cuptain  David  Sinclair 
in  the  following  manner: 

At  the  latter  end  of  June,  or  beginning  of 
July,  last,  the  said  Bambridge  declined  to  the 
said  James  Barnes,  one  of  tlie  agents  of  his 
cruelties,  that  he  would  have  Sinclair's  blood  ; 
and  lie  took  the  opportunity  of  the  first  festival 
day,  which  was  on  the  first  of  August  follow- 
ing, wlien,  he  thought,  captain  Sinclair  might, 
by  celebrating  the  memory  of  the  late  King,  he 
warmed  wiih  liquor  so  far,  as  to  give  him  some 
excuse  for  the  cruelties,  which  he  intended  to 
indict  upon  him  : but  in  some  measure  he  was 
disappointed  ; for  captain  Sinclair  was  perfectly 
sober,  when  the  said  Bambridge  rushed  into  his 
room,  with  a dark  lantlmrn  in  his  hand,  assisted 
by  his  accomplices  James  Barnes  and  William 
Pinder,  and  supported  by  his  usual  guard, 
armed  with  muskeis  and  bayonets,  and,  with- 
out any  provocation  given,  run  Ins  lamhorn 
into  captain  Sinclair’s  face,  seized  him  by  the 
collar,  and  told  him,  he  must  come  along  with 
him.  Captain  Sinclnir,  though  surprised,  asked, 
for  what,  and  by  what  authority,  he  60  treated 
him  : upon  which  Barnes,  and  the  rest,  seized 
captain  Sinclair;  who  still  desiring  to  know,  by 
what  authority  they  so  abused  him,  Bambridge 
grossly  insulted  him,  and  struck  him  with  his 
cane  on  die  head  and  shoulders,  whilst  he  was 
held  fust  by  Pindar  and  Barnes.  Such  base 
and  scandalous  u-age  of  this  gentleman,  who 
had  in  the  late  »urs  always  signalised  himself 


the  most  brave  and  desperate  occasions,  must 
he  most  shocking  nmJ  intolerahli ; yet  captain 
Sinclair  bore  it  with  patience,  refusing  only  to 
go  out  of  his  room,  unless  he  was  forced : where- 
upon the  said  Bambridge  threatened  to  ran  his 
cane  down  his  throat,  and  ordered  his  guard  to 
stab  him  with  their  Uayonots,  or  drug  him 
down  to  the  said  dungeon,  called  The  Strong 
Room  ; the  latter  of  which  they  did ; and  Baro- 
i.  ridge  kept  him  confined  in  that  damp  and 
loathsome  place,  till  lie  had  lost  tlie  use  of  his 
limbs,  and  memory,  neither  of  which  has  he 
perfectly  recovered  to  this  day.  Many  aggra- 
vating cruelties  were  used,  to  make  his  confine- 
ment more  terrible;  and,  when  Bambrides 
found,  he  was  in  danger  of  immediate  death, 
be  removed  him,  for  fear  of  hia  dying  in  duress, 
and  caused  him  to  be  carried,  iu  a dying  con- 
dition, from  that  dungeon  to  a room,  where 
there  was  no  lied,  or  furniture;  uud  so  unmer- 
cifully prevented  his  friends  having  any  nccess 
to  him,  that  he  was  fpur  days  without  the  least 
sustenance. 

It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  by  tlie  evi- 
dence of  a surgeott,  aud  others,  who  were  pri- 
soners in  the  house,  that,  when  captain  Sinclair 
was  forced  into  that  loathsome  dungeon,  he  was 
in  perfect  health. 

Captain  Sinclair  applied  for  remedy  at  law 
against  the  said  orueltics  of  Bambridge,  and  had 
rocured  a Habeas  Corpus,  for  his  witnesses  to 
e brought  before  the  sessions  of  Oyer  nud 
Termiuer ; when  the  said  Bambridge,  hv 
colour  of  his  assumed  authority  as  warden,  took 
the  said  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  from  the 
officer,  whose  duly  it  was  to  make  a return  of 
them,  and  commanded  him  to  keep  out  of  the 
way,  whilst  he  himself  went  to  the  Old  Bailey, 
nud  immediately  indicted  captain  Sinclair,  and 
socli  of  his  witnesses,  as,  he  knew,  he  could 
nut  deter  by  threats,  or  prevail  with  by  pro- 
mises, to  go  from  tlie  truth. 

Captuin  Sinclair  imd  temper  enough  to  hear 
patiently  almost  insupportable  injuries,  and  to 
reserve  himself  for  a proper  occasion,  when 
justice  should  be  doue  him  by  tlie  laws  of  the 

But  the  said  Bnmbridge  has  forced  others, 
by  wrongs  anil  injuries  beyond  human  hearing, 
to  endeavour  the  avenging  injuries  and  oppres- 
sions, which  they  could  no  longer  endure. 

And  it  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  the 
said  Bambridge.  in  order  to  avoid  the  punish- 
ment due  to  these  crimes,  hath  committed 
greaier;  and  hath  uot  only  denied  admittance 
to  the  solicitors,  who  might  procure  justice  to 
the  injured  prisoners,  and. io  open  d>  fiance  to 
the  law,  disobeyed  the  King's  writs,  but  hath 
also  seduced  some,  by  indulging  them  in  riot, 
and  terrified  others  with  fearof  duress,  to  swear 
to,  and  subscribe,  such  false  affidavits  as  he 
thought  fit  to  prepare  for  them  on  several  oc- 
casions; in  all  which  wrongs  and  oppressions 
John  Everett  also  acted  os  one  of  the  said  Barn- 
bridge’s  wicked  accomplices. 

That  tlie  said  Bambridge,  being  asked  by  ihe 
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pul  prisoners  into  dungeons,  and  irons;  answer- 
ed, tlint  he  did  it  by  liis  own  authority,  as  war- 
den, to  preserve  the  quiet  and  safety  of  the  cus- 
tody of  the  prison. 

But  it  appeared  to  the  Committee,  by  the 
examinations  of  many  witnesses,  that  before  the 
time,  when  Gybbon’  and  the  said  Cambridge 
acted  as  deputy-wardens  under  Mr.  Huggins, 
the  quiet  and  safety  of  the  custody  wore  very 
well  preserved,  without  any  use  of  irons,  or 
dungeons : 

That  the  two  dungeons,  called,  the  Strong 
Boom  on  the  master  side”,  and  the  Strong 
Room  on  the  common  side,  were  both  built  . 
within  these  few  years ; and  that  the  old  me- 
thod of  punishing  drunken  and  disorderly  per- 
sons was,  putting  them  in  the  stocks ; and  the 
punishment  of  those,  who  had  escaped,  or  at- 
tempted to  escape,  was  putting  them  upon  n 
tub  at  the  gate  of  the  prison,  by  way  of  public 
shame,  or  securing  them,  without  irons,  in  their 
proper  rooms  for  some  days. 

And,  that  the  said  dungeons,  were  built  in 
defiance  of,  and  contrary  to,  the  declaration  of 
the  lord  King,  when  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the 
common  pleas;  who,  upon  an  application  made 
to  him  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners  of  the  Fleet, 
.when  Mr.  Huggins  and  Gybbon  urged,  that 
there  was  danger  of  prisoners  escaping,  de- 
clared, that  they  might  raise  their  walls  higher, 
but  that  there  should  be  no  prison  within  a 

That,  upon  the  strictest  enquiry,  the  Com- 
mittee could  not  find,  that  any  prisoners  in  the 
Fleet  for  debt  had  been  pul  in  irons,  before 
the  said  Mr.  Huggins  had  the  oliice  of  Warden. 

That  it  is  not  the  only  design  of  the  said 
Thomas  Bmnhridge-to  extort  money  from  his 
prisoners,  if  they  survive  his  inhuman  treat- 
ment, hut  he  seems  to  have  a further  view, ' in 
case  it  causes  death,  of  possessing  himself  of 
their  effects ; one  remarkable  proof  of  which 
the  Committee  think  proper  here  to  insert ; 

Mr.  John  Holder,  a Spanish  merchant,  was 
a prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  and  had  n room,  which 
he  fitted  up  with  his  own  furniture,  and  had 
with  him  all  his  honks,  accounts,  and  writings, 
and  other  effects,  to  the  value  of  about  30,000/. 
which  he  declared  by  affidavit  upon  the  fallow- 
ing occasion : 

The  said  Thomas  Bambridge  by  force  turned 
the  said  Mr.  Holder  over  to  the  common  side, 
and  took  possession  of  his  room,  in  which  ali 
his  effects  were. 

Mr.  Holder  remonstrated  strongly  against 
this  usage,  and  Bambridge  refusing  to  restore 
him  to  his  room,  or  possession  of  his  effects, 
be  made  a . proper  affidavit,  in  order  to  apply 
Co  the  judges  f r relief;  and  declared,  that  he 
feared,  his  effects  might  he  embezzl’  d,  whilst 
be  was  thus  unjustly  forced  from  them,  and 
that  he  feared,  Bnmhridge’s  cruel  treatment  of 
him  would  be  the  cause  of  his  death.  The 
miseries  of  the  common  side,  which  he  dread- 
ed, had  such  an  effect  upon  him  (being  a man 
of  an  adiTicaadiage^imid  laiceuiiwnted  to.fivu'iiK'’ 
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case  and  plenty)  that  it  threw  him  into  such  a 
fit  of  sickness,  as  mude  his  life  despaired  of- 
and  ‘ in  his  illness  lie  often  declared,  that  the 
villain  Bambridge  would  be  the  occasion  of  his 
death : which  proved  true ; for  Bambridge 
finding  Mr.  Holder  like  to  die  in  the  duress 
which  lie  had  put  him  into  (for  his  own  sake, 
to  avoid  the  punislnneot,  inflicted  by  law  upon 
gaolers,  who  so  inhumanly  destroy  their  pri- 
soners) permitted  him  to  be  carried  back. to  his 
room,  where  in  a few  days  he  died  of  the  said 
sickness,  contracted  by  the  said  forcible  re- 
moval of  hint  to  the  common  side  by  Bambridge, 
as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Holder  by  his  last  will  appointed  major 
Wilson  and  Mr.  John  Pigott  trustees  for  liis 
son,  a youth  of  about  13  years  of  age,  who 
had  accompanied  him  in  the  time  of  liis  confine- 

This  young  gentlemen,  after  his  father's 
death,  locked  up  his  effects  in  several  trunks 
and  boxes,  and  delivered  the  keys  thereof  to 
Mr.  Pigott,  as  his  trustee  ; who  locked  up  the 
room,  and  look  the  key  with  him  ; but  the  said 
Thomas  Bambridge  caused  the  snid  room  to  lie 
broke  open  by  Thomas  King,  another  of  his 
accomplices,  and  caused  the  said  effects  to  be 
seized,  after  that  he  (Bambridge)  had  forced 
Mr.  Pigott  out  of  the  prison  (though  a prisoner 
in  execution)- and  locked  down  major  Wilson 
(the  other  trustee)  in  the  dungeon,  to  preveut 
their  taking  any  inventory  in  behalf  of  the  heir 
at  law,  then  an  orphan. 

These  evil  practices  of  letting  out  prisoner 
extorting  exorbitant  fees,  suffering  escapes, 
and  exercising  nil  sorts  of  inhumanity,  for  gain, 
may  in  a great  measure  be  imputed  to  the 
venality  of  the'warden’s  office ; for  the  warden, 
who  buys  the  privilege  of  punishing  others, 
does  consequently  sell  Bis  forbearance  at  high 
rates,  and  repair  his  own  charge,  and  loss,  at 
the  wretched  expeuce  o!  the  ease  and  quiet  of 
the  miserable  objects  in  liis  custody. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  Committee  came 
to  the  following  resolutions ; viz. 

“ Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee, 
“ That  Thomas  Bambridge,  the  acting  ivar- 
“ den  of  the  prison  of  the  Fleets  hath  wit- 
“ fully  permitted  several  debtors  to  the 
“ crown  in  great  sums  of  money,  ns  well  as 
“ debtors  to  divers  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects, 
“ to  escape,  hath  been  guilty  of  the  most 
“ notorious  breaches  of  liis  trust,  great  ex- 
“ tortious,  ami  the  highest  crimes  and  inis- 
“ demeanors,  in  the  execution  of  his  said 
“ office,  and  hath  arbitrarily  and  unlawfully 
“ loaded  with  irons,  put  into  dungeons,  and 
“ destroyed,  prisoners  for  debt  under  his 
“ charge,  treating  them  in  the  most  barbarous 
“ and  cruel  manner,  in  high  violation  and 
“ contempt  of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom. 

“ Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee, 
“ That  John  Huggins,  esq.  late  warden  o( 
“ the  prison  of  the  Fleer,  did,  during  the 
“ time  of  his  wardenship,  wilfully  permit 
vi  iW  «iiaTiyitfdhBitefkible-al<ri«iifsin  his  custody 
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“ to  escape,  and  was  notoriously  guilty  of 
“ great  breaches  of  bis  trust,  extortions, 
“ cruelties,  and  other  high  crimes  and  xnis- 
“ demeanors,  in  the  execution  of  his  said 
“ office,  to  the  great,opuression  and  ruin  of 
“ many  of  the  subjects  oi  this  kingdom. 


Appendix  A. 

Serjeants  Inn  Hall,  Trinity  Term,  1727. 
The  Table  of  Fees,  ordered  by  the  Judges 
be  paid  by  the  prisoners  of  the  Fleet  to  ti._ 
Warden,  and  his  Agents,  and  to  he  bung 
up  in  the  Hall  of  the  said  Prison. 

Whereas  several  matters,  in  controversy  be- 
tween the  prisouers  and  the  Warden  of  the 
Fleet,  were  heard  by  the  right  hon,  sir  Robert 
Eyre,  knight,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Westmins- 
ter, the  Honourable  Robert  Price,  esq.  sir 
Francis  Page,  knight,  and  Alexander  Denton, 
esq.  justices  of  the  said  court,  at  Serjeants  Inu 
Hall  in  Chancery, Lane,  on  Monday,  the  24th 
day  of  April,  on  Wednesday,  the  20th  day  of 
the  same  month  of  April,  on  Monday,  the  first 
day  of  May  follow  ing,  and  on  Friday,  the  5th 
dny  of  the  same  month  of  Mny,  in  Easter  Term 
in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign 
lord  King  George,  Annoque  Domini  17-27, 
upon  which  hearing  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  said  court  came  to  the  following  resolu- 


Tliat  there  is  due,  nnd  ought  to 
be  paid,  to  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet, 
for  every  commitpient  fee  (exclusive 
of. Commons)  from  all  persons  of  the 
degree  of  an  esquire,  gentleman,  or 
gentlewoman,  nr  aqy  other  person 
under  those  degrees,  who  shall  enter 
i the  roaster's  side  of  the  saiil  pri- 


i 4 d. 


And  that  there  ought  to  be  paid  to 
the  Warden,  for  every  such  person, 
for  the  use  of  the  minister  of  the 


2s. 


e,  and  ought  to  be 
paid,  to  the  Wnrdeu  of  the  Fleet,  for 
a commitment  fee,  for  every  prison- 
er in  wards,  or  common  side,  not 
takiug  part  of  the  poor's  box,  1 1.  Os. 

4d. 

And  every  such  person  ought  to 
pay  the  warden,  for  the  use  of  the 
minister  of  the  said  prison,  Is.  - - t 
And  every  prisoner,  taking  part  of 
the  poor's  box,  ought  to  pay  to  the 
Warden  7s.  id.  nnd  no  more,  for  his 
commitment  fee,  and  nothing  for 
the  minister 

That  there  is  due,  and  ought  to  be 
paid,  to  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet,  fur 
every  render  in  each  cause,  2 1.4s.  4 d. 
and  noi  lung  to  the  minister  - - - s 
That  there  is  due,  nnd  ought  to  be 
Paid,  to  the  Ckawberisiijf  luiitMeiry.  jh 


-for  every  prisoner’s  entrance  into  the 
ho.use,  Is.  and  no  more  - - - 0 
That  there  is  due  and  ought  to  be 
paid,  to  the  Warden,  for  every  pri- 
soner’s discharge,  either  by  creditor, 
or  supersedeas,  as  a fee  for  his  disr 
mission  out  of  prison,  without  any 
regard  to  the  number  of  causes, 
wherewith  he  stands  charged,  7s.  6d. 

That  there  is  due,  and  ought  to 
be  paid,  to  the  clerk  of  the  papers, 
for  every  discharge  of  every  action, 

2s.  6 d. 0 

And  for  the  copy  of  every  cause, 
not  exceeding  three.  Is.  - - 0 

And  for  every  cause,  exceeding 
three  causes,  Ad.  besides  the  Is. 
a-piece  for  each  of  the  said  first  three 
causes  - - - - - 0 i 

Thai  there  is  due,  and  ought  to 
be  paid,  to  the  clerk  of  the  papers, 
for  his  certificate  of  the  prisoner’s 
discharge,  delivered  to  the  prisoner 
himself,  without  any  regard  to  the 
number  of  causes  he  stood  charged 
with,  2s.  6d.  and  for  his  certificate 
to  the  warden,  for  such  discharge, 

2s.  Gd. 0 1 

That  there  is  due,  and  ought  to 
be  paid,  to  the  clerk  of  the  enquiries, 
on  the  discharge  of  a prisoner  by  the 
creditors,  ami  uot  by  Supersedeas, 

2s.  Gd. 0 2 

That  there  is  duej  and  ought  to 
oe  paid,  to  the  turnkey  (who  is  now 
both  porter  and  gaoler)  for  the  pri- 
soner’s entrance  into  the  house,  2s. 
and  fur  such  prisonerVuischarge,  to 
the  turnkey  (being  porter  and  gaoler) 

2s.  Gd. 0 4 

That  there  is  due,  and  ought  to  be 
paid,  to  the  turnkey,  for  every  de- 
claration, delivered  to  him  for  a pri- 


That  there  is  no  fee  due  to  the 
warden,  upon  his  accepting  security, 
on  the  prisoner’s  having  the  benefit 
of  duv  rules. 

That  there  is  no  fee  due  to  the 
warden  for  lodging  and  chamber 
rent,  where  the  prisoner  has  not  ac- 
tual possession  of  the  chamber ; lint 
there  is  due  to  the  warden  for  cvei 7 
prisoner  or  prisoner*  his  or  their 
lodging  or  chamber  rent  2s.  (id,  per 
week,  such  lodging  or  chamber  being 
furnished  - - - - ( 

That  there  is  due  to  tlie  minister, 
that  officiates,  and  performs  divine 
:e,  within  the  said  prison,  for 
_ ime  being,  from  every  prisoner 
within  the  walls  of  the  said  prison, 
or  without  the  walls,  or  withiu  the 
j rules.  Ad.  per  week,  to  be  paid 
to  the  warden  for  the  use  of  such 
■ hmm&tottei  itftabua  t^s&j^qiawiistitli'jiit 
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or  any  other  clergymaa,  being  a pri- 
soner within  the  walls,  or  rules,  of 
the  Fleet,  <16  presume  to  ranrry  any 
person,  without  licence,  within  the 
prison,  or  rules,  of  the  Fleet;  and 
that  the  warden,  and  his  oQieers,  do 
use  their  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent 
atlsuch  marriages. 

That  there  is  no  fresh  commitment 
■fee  due  to  the  warden,  npon  the  pri- 
soner’s bringing  himself  buck  to  the 
Fleet  by  Habeas  Corpus,  when  the 
warden  himself  had  removed  him 
theiice  by  Habeas  Corpus ; and 
that  there  is  no  fee,  gratuity,  or  re- 
gard, dbe  to  the  warden,  for  his  re- 
turning a H&teas ■Corpus ; but  there 
is  a fee  of  5s.  Ad.  due  to  She  clerk  of 
the  papers,  for  the  allowance  of  every 
Writ  of  'Habeas  Corpus,  and  4s.  for 
the  return  of  the  first  cause,  and  2's. 
for  every,  other  cause,  and  no 

That,  when  a prisoner  die's  in  the 
Fleet,  the.  warden  shall  detain  the 
. body  no  longer,  than  till  the  Coro- 
ner’s Inquest  be  finished,  which 
shall  be  done  With  all  reasonable 
speed;  and  immediately  afterwards 
the  body  shall  he  delivered  to  the 
prisoner’s  friends,  or  relations;  if 
they  desire  it,  without  fee  or  re- 
ward. 

That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  warden, 
and  belongs  to  biro,  to  keep  the  pri- 
son house,  and  windows,  in  neces- 
sary and  good  repair,  and  to  keep 
the  bog-house,  and  dunghill,  as 
clean,  and  free  from  stench  aud  noi- 
someness, * possible. 

That  a table  ofgifts  and  bequests, 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  Fleet,  expressing  the  particu- 
lar purposes,  for  which  the  same  were 
given,  be  prepared  by  the  warden, 
and  bung  up  in  the  Hall  of  the  said 
prison. 

That  the  ward  gates  be  opened  at 
five  of  the  dock  in  the  summer,  and 
seven  of  the  elock  in  the  winter,  and 
do  stand  constantly  open  in  the  day 
time,  according -to  the  Order,  made 
the  l?tb  February,  1727. 

And  whereas  this  court,  upon  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  premises 
this  present  Trinity  term,  in  the  13th 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign 
lord  King  George,  is  of  opinion,  that 


1 Resoli 


hereby  ordered,  that  the  same  be  ob- 
served by  the  warden, and  prisoners, 
and  all  other  persons  therein  con- 

Cerueu. ( Signed ) — Robert  Eyre, 

Robert  Price,  F.  Page,  Alex- 
ander Denton. 


A List  of  Bequests,  &c.  which  the  Warden 
of.  the  Fleet  has  set  up  in  the  common. 
Hall  in  the  said  Fleet  prison,  the  20th 
June,  1727,  which  he  allows  of. 

Received  froth  the  Court  of  <£.  s.  d. 
Common  Pleas  S/.  each  term  12  6 0 
From  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 

6s.  8 d.  every  term  - - - 16  0 

The  gift  of  Edward  Thatcher,  40s. 
per  annum,  the  King’s  tax  allowed 

out  - 1 16  0 

The  gift  of  Mr.  Parker,  30s  per 
annum,  payable  from  merchant-t'ny- 
lors  company.  King's  tax  allowed  out 

of  it 1 7 0 

The  gift  of  John  Grubham,  esq. 

Si.  allowed  out  of  it  10s.  for  a sea 
breach  in  a fence  of  land  in  Somer- 
setshire, called  The  Close  - - 2 10  0 

The  gift  of  Mr.  John  Kendrick,  80s. 
payable  from  the  Drapers’  Com- 
pany - - - - -1100 

Received  from  the  running  box- 
men,  Christmas,  Easter,  and  Whit- 
suntide - - - - -3  12  6 

Received  from  the  honourable 
Master  of  the  Rolls  - - - 2 0 9 

The  gift  of  Mr.  Dawson,  which 
has  hot  been  paid  these  several  years, 
to  be  given  by  tjie  churchwardens  of 
Estrel  Pleas  - - - - 0 9 0 

The  gift  of  Mr.  Carter,  which  has 
not  been  paid,  as  appears  from  the 
churchwardens  of  Underhurst  - 0 17  0 
Received  from  the  Leather-sellers' 

Company  - --  - - 0 18  0 

Received  e,very  Christmas  S3 
penny  loaves,  parted  at  the  dividing 
table. 

Appendix,  B. 

An  Account  of  the  Profits,  arising  yearly  to  ill* 
Warden  of  the  Fleet  by  Rents,  payable  for 
Lodgings,  apd  other  Rents,  Perquisites,  and 
Profits,  which  appear  to  be  made  there- 


in the  first  gallery  teii  prisoners,  ,£.  i 
2s.  10 d.  per  weekeach  - - 1 ! 

In  the  secondgallery  11  prisoners, 

2s.  10 d.  per  weelf  each  - - 11 

More  in  the  same  gallery ; viz. 
ne  at  Ss.  6d.  two  at  10s.  and 
ree  at  5s.  Ad.  each;  which  conies 


In  the  third  gallery,  19at2s  lOrf. 
Two  at  Ss.  9d.  four  at  5s.  Ad.  and 
two  at  Ss.  8 d.  each ; which  comes 
to  -----  - 

In  the  fourth  gallery  30,  at 
2s.  lOd.  each  ; which  comes  to  - 
In  the  garden  rooms  13, ' at 
2s.  lOd.each  .... 


Total  per  week 16  18  0 
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Which  for  52  weeks,  or  one  year, 
cones  to 
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To  which  add, 

The  cellar,  let  per  annum  at  - 80  < 

The  coffee  room,  let  per  an- 

The  several  rooms  in  the  cha- 
pel stairs,  let  per  annum  at  - 79  ' 

The  thirteen  houses  fronting 
Fleet  ditch,  between  the  two 
walls  and  the  prison,  ten  of  Which 
are  let  at  310/.  there  is  also  three 
unlet,  at  90/.  per  annum  ; and 
comes,  together,  to  - - - 400 

Rent  paid  nnnuully  by  Hie 
sheriffs  of  London  to  the  keeper 
of  the  palaces  of  Westminster  - 8 

Ditto  to  the  warden  of  the 
Fleet  - 10 

The  commitment  fees,  at  2/. 

4s.  4 d.  each  cmnniitmtul,  being 
computed  by  ML  By  grave  and 
Mr.  Cotton,  the  former  and  pre- 
sent clerk  oi  the  papers,  to  be  at 
least,  communibus  annis,  320  in 

646/.  18s.  8 d.  and  the  dismission 
fees  at  7 s.  6 d.  each  prisoner, 
amount  to  per  annum,  120/.  and 
make  in  the  whole,  per  tiimum  766  1 
Besides  the  vast  number  of 
extortions  over  and  above  ihese 
fees;  particularly  from  Walter 
Newbury  11/.  4s.  John  Dudley 
1G/.  12s.  Benjamin  Wukeliug  hi. 
it.  Peter  Jordnin  6 /.  10s.  Tho- 
mas Gonlder  Bl.  19 s.  till.  Alex- 
ander Sydall  61.  10s.  Alexander 
Leickey  3 1.  6s.  8 d.  Jeremiah 
Miles  4/.  14s.  6d.  James  Bayley 
13/.  8s.  8 d.  and  several  others. 

By  liherty  of  rules,  anil  new 
years’  gifts,  from  the  best  ac- 
counts that  are  given  or  can  bo 
learot,  per  nnnum  upwards  of  - 1,500 
Shops  in  Westminster-hall,  let 
at  117/.  and  when  all  are  let  - 150 

Tho  chaplains  fees  for  entrance 
of  330  prisoners,  at  2s.  each, 
amount  to  82/.  per  nnnum,  be- 
sides id.  per  week  from  at  leiist 
1.000  prisoners  in  the  prison;- end 
the  liberty  of  the  rules,  dtnount- 
mg  to  865/.  16s  per  annum,  and 
together  make  897/.  Ids.  But 
Dr.  Franks,  dean  of  Bedford,  be- 
mg  the  officiating  chaplain,  has 
been  allow,  d but  40  guineas  a 
yoaraml  40  guineas  a year  more 
"hen  there  was  a real  chaplain, 

"™th  together  make  80  guineas 
per  ami. ; deducting  the  snid 
80  guineas  from  the  said  897 Z. 

16>-  there  will  remain  a clear 
psofit  to  the  warden,  perannum  818  1 
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The  clerk  of  the  papers  gave  for  his  place, 
1,500/. 

The  clerk  of, the  enquiries  place,  worth  150/. 
per  annum. 

The  turnkey’s  place  50/.  per  nnnum. 

The  clmtiilierlain’s  place  40/.  per  annum; 

The  tipstaff  li.  the  court  of  Chancery  gave 
for  Ins  place  328  guineas. 

The  tipstaff  of  i tie  Rolls  gave  150  guineas. 

The  tipstaff  of  the  Exchequer  130  guineas. 

The  tipsniff  of  the  Common  Fleas  210 

The  other  tipstaff  there,  200  guineas. 

The  Resolutions  of  the  Committee,  being 
severally  read  a second  time,  were,  upon  the 
question  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  unto 
by  the  [louse  ; and  are  as  follow  ; viz. 

“ Resolved,  near,  con,  That  Thomas  Bam- 
“ bridge,  the  acting  Wnrdeu'of  the  prison  of 
*•  the  Fleet,  hath  wilfully  permitted  several 
“ debtors  to  the  crown  in  great  sums  of  money, 
“ a,  well  as  debtors  to  divers  of  his  Majesty’s 
“ subjects,  to  escape,  hath  been  guilty  of  the 
“ most  notorious  breaches  of  his  trust,  great 
“ extortions,  and  the  highest  crimes  and  mis- 
“ demeanors,  in  the  execution  of  his  said  of- 
“ dee,  and  hath  arbitrarily  an  I unlawfully 
“ loaded  with  irons,  put  into  dungeons,  nnd  de- 
“ stroyed  prisoners  lor  debt  under  his  charge, 
“ treating  them  in  the  most  barbarous  and 
“ cruel  .manner,  in  high  violation  and  contempt 
“ of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom. 

“ Resolved,  ncm.  cun.  That  John  Hoggins, 

“ esq.  late  Warden  of  the  prison  of  the  Fleet, 
“ did,  during  the  time  of  his  vrardenship,  wil- 
“ fully  permit  many  considerable  debtors  in  his 
“ custody  to  escape,  and  was  notoriously  guilty 
“ of  great  breaches  of  his  trust,  extortions, 
“ cruelties  nnd  other  high  crimes  and  misde- 
“ meanors,  in  the  execution  of  his  said  office, 

“ to  tlie  great  oppression  and  ruin  of  many  of 
“ the  subjects  of  this  kingdom." 

The  House  also  came  to  the  following  Roso- , 

“ Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
“ 1.  That  James  Barnes  was  an  agent  of,  and 
“ an  accomplice  with,  the  said  Thomas  Bam-  . 
“ bridge,  in  the  commission  of  his  said  crimes.. 

“ 2.  That  William  Pindar  was  an.  agent  of,  - 
“mid  nn  accomplice  with,  the  said  Thomas 
“ Bumbridge,  in  the  commission  of  his  said 
“crimes.  .,  . ,i> 

“ 3.  That  John  Everett  was  an  agent  of,  mid 
“ nn  accomplice  with,  the  said  Thomas  Bmn- 
“ bridge,  in  the  commission  of  his  said  crimes. 

“ 4.  That  Thomas  King  was  an  agrnt  o£  , 
“ and  an  accomplice  with,  the  said  Thomas 
“ Bumbridge,  iu  the  cammissioo  of  his  said 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  acquainted  the  House,  that 
lie  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move, 

“ That  nn  humhle  Address  hr  presented  to  hi* 

to 
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direct  liis  Attorney  General  forthwith  to  pro- 
secute, in  the  most  effectual  manner,  the  said 
Thomas  Bambridge,  John  Huggins,  the  said 
James  Barnes,  William  Pindar,  John  Everett, 
and  Thomas  King,  for  their  several  crimes." — 
Which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House.*  And  the 
said  persons  were  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
Newgate.  - 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  also  acquainted  the  House, 
that  he  was  directed  by  .the  Committee  to 
move,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill,  to 
disable  the  said  Thomas  Barabridge  to  hold 
or  execute  the  office  of  Warden  of  the  prison 
of  the  Fleet,  or  to  have  or  exercise  any  au- 
thority, relating  thereto.  W liich  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  also  acquainted  the  House, 
that  he  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to 
move,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill, 
l'or  better  regulating  the  Prison  of  the  Fleet, 
and  for  more  effectual  preventing,  and  punish- 
ing, arbitrary  and  illegal  practices  of  the  war- 
den of  die  said  Prison. — Ordered  accordingly. 

Second  Report  of  tiieSei.ect Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Gaols  of  this  King- 
dom.] May  14.  .\lr.  Oglethorpe,  from  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  to  euquire  into  the  Slate  of 
the  Gaols  of  this  kingdom,  made  a Report  of 
some  progress,  which  the  Committee  had  made 
in  their  Enquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Prison  of 
die  Court  of  Marshalsea,  and  of  the  king's 
Palace  court  of  Westminster,  and  also  of  a 
further  progress,  which  the  Committee  had 
made  in  their  Enquiry  into  the  State  of  the 
Fleet  Prison,  with  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Committee  thereupon : and  he  read  the  Report 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  t he  same 
(with  die  Appendixes)  in  at  the  clerk’s  table  ; 
where  the  Report,  and  Resolutions  of  the 
Committee,  were 'rend,  and  are,  as  follows ; 

The  Committee,  having,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Order  of  this  House,  of  the  25th  day  of 
February  172Flj  to  enquire  into  the  state 
of  the  Gaols  of  this  kingdom,  adjourned 
to  the  Prison  of  the  Court  of  the  Mar- 
Shnlsea,  and  of  the  King’s  Palace  Court 
of  Westminster,  and  at  several  times  exa- 
mined'into  the  state  of  that  Prison,  have 
made  some  progress  therein,  w hicli  they 
have  thought  fit  to  lay  before  the  House. 

ft  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  the  Prison 
of  the  Marslmlsea  doth  belong  to  the  Court  of 
the  Marshalsea  of  the  king’s  houshold,  and  to 
the  Churt  of  Record  of  the  king’s  palace  of 
Westminster;  and  that  the  person,  who  hath 
the  care  of  the  prison,  and  custody  of  the 
Marshalsea,  is  sided  deputy  marshal  of  the 
Marshalsea  of  the  king’s  household,  and  keeper 
of  Ihe  Prison  of  the  same  Court,  and  of  the 
Prison  of  the  Court  of  Record  of  the  king's 
Palace  of  Westminster;  and  is  appointed  by 
tbe  'knight  marshal  for  the  time  being. 

Thai  sir  Philip  Meadows,  llieu  knight  mar- 
shal of  the  king’s  household,  did,  by  deed 
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poll,  given  under  his  hand  and  seal  the  25th  ofi 
November,  1720,  constitute  Jolra  Darby  gen. 
t Ionian,  deputy  marshal  of  the  Marslmlsea 
of  the  king’s  household,  and  keeper  of  the  J'A.  j 
sons  aforesaid  during  the  term  of  his  naturuHife, , 
And. the  said  knight  marshal,  by  Articles  pf! 
agreement  indented,  bearing  even  date  with  tl|g  ' 
said  last  mentioned  Deed  Poll,  declares  the  con- 
ditions,  under  which  the  said  John  Darby  is  t0 
enjoy  tliesairi  offices  ; and  (among  others)  that 
if  the  said  John  Darby,  without  the  knight  , 
marshal's  consent  in  writing,  shall  at  any  time 
let  to  farm  the  said  offices,  or  any  of  the  fees,  ! 
profits,  advantages,  or  benefits,  thereof,  the 
said  grant  shall  cease,  determine,  and  be  void, 
That  John  Darby,  contrary  to  the  said  con- 
ditions, iiath  let  the  profits  of  the  said  offices, 
without  consent  .of  the  said  knight  marshal; 
and  by  indenture  of  lease,  hearing  date  the.. 
21st  day  of  March,  1727,  did  gram,  and  to  *) 
farm  let,  to  William  Acton,  butcher,  the  May- 
shalsea  Prison  for  140/.  per  annum;  and  by  | 
the  suuie  lease  did  let  the  benefit  of  ihe  lodg- 
ing of  the  prisoners,  and  oilier  advantages,  for 
the  further  yearly  rent  of  2C0/.  to  he  paid  to  J 
him,  clear  of  all  taxes,  for  the  term  of  7 years.  ) 
That,  to  make  the  profits  of  the  Prison  arise, 
to  answer  the  said  exorbitant  rents,  no  kind  of 
nrtifice,  or  oppression,  hath  been  unpractised,  ' 
It  appears,  upon  tbe  examination  of  many  . 
witnesses,  that,  on  the  entry  of  prisoners  into  1 
the  said  Prison,  money  has  been  extorted  from  l 
them,  for  obtaining  the  liberty  of  going  to  the 
master's  side,  though  the  said  Darby  himself  I 
acknowledged,  lie  had  uo  right  to  any  fees,  till  * 
the  prisoner  was  discharged : And,  in  order  to  , 
cren'e  a greater  profit,  by  vending  liquors,  and  1 
food,  the  servants  of  the  keeper  have  obstruct- 
ed the  bringing  in  necessary  liquors,  nnd  pro-  > 
visions,  contrary  to  tbe  express  words  of  the 
act  of  parliament,  of  the  22d  and  23d  year  of  '• 
king  Charles  2d ; and  have  often  under  the 
pretence  of  searching  for  liquors,  treated  very 
ruddy  nnd  indecently  women,  who  came  to.  ( 
relieve  and  support  their  husbands,  labouring 
under  ,l(ie  hardships  and  necessities  of  the 
said:  And  they  raise  the price  of  liquors,  and 
other  necessaries,  insomuch  that  the  necessi-. 
tous  prisoner  is  obliged  to  pay  three  pence  per.  ( 
quart  for  worse  beer,  than  he  can  buy  out  of,  g 
• lie  Prison  for  two-pence  halt-penny:  And  ; 
they  have  also  encouraged  a practice,  among 
ihe  prisoners,  of  forcing  those,  newly  com-  | 
milted,  to  pay  garnish,  and  of  levying  lines,  ^ 
upon  each  other,  under  frivolous  pretences;  i 
the  .money,  arising  from  which,  is  to  be  spent 
at  the  tap-house ; so  thai  lie,  who  is  mostactiv.e  » 
in  exacting  it,  is  favoured,  as  the  greatest  friend 
to  the  house.  This  method  of  levying  garnish;  j 
money,  and  lines,  is  so  publicly  allowed,  that  , 
there  are  cables  bung  up  in  each  room,  of  the. 
stated  garnish  fees,  some  of  which  amount  to, 

7 s.  6t/.  some  lu  more;  and  if  the  unhappy, 
wretch  (which  i>  the  general  case)  hatb.oot 
money  to  pay  them,  the  prisoners  strip  him  to 
a riotous  manner  ..Inch,  in  their  cant  phrase, 
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This  shews  thelnconveniency  of  the  Keener’s 
having  the  advantaae  of  the  tnp-house ; Since, 
to  advance  the  rent. thereof,  and  to  consume 
the  liquors,  there  vended,  they  not  only  en- 
courage not  and  drunkenness,  btit  also  prevent 
the  needy  prisuner  front  being  supplied  by  his 
friends  with'  the  mere  necessaries  Of  life,  in 
order  to  increase  an  exorbitant  gain  to  their 
tenants. 

And  these  extortions,  though  small  in  the 
purlieu  I srs,  are  very  tienvy  upon  the  unhappy 
prisoners,  many  of  whom  are  so  poor,  as  to  be 
committed  for  a deblot  one  shilling  only ; for, 
by  the  usage  of  the  said  Court  of  Record,  pro- 
cesses are  issued  tor  the  smallest  sums;  and, 
though  the  causeof  action  is  but  one  penny,  a 
process  is  issued,  the  process  is  returned,  and 
the  proceedings  are  carried  on,  till  sucli  time  as 
the  costs  amount  to  above  -10s.  and  thereupon 
the  debtor  is  thrown  into  prison  ; and,  by  add- 
ing the  costs  to  tlie  debt,  the  late  act  of  par- 
meut,  against  frivolous  and  vexatious  arrests, 
is  cludfO:  Nor  is  it  probable,  that  he  can  he 
from  thence  released ; for  if  he  tvas  incapable 
before  to  pay  the  cause  of  action,  lie  must  be 
much  more  so,  when  the  costs  are  added 
thereto;  and,  ii  his  creditor  then  relents,  lie 
is  detained  for  ihe  gaoler's  fees,  and  costs  of 
suit,  infinitely  greater  than  the  original  debt. 

It  appeared  to  tlo  Committee,  that  there  was 
no  list  of  fees  publicly  hung  up  in  nny  part  of 
the  Prison,  though  required  by  law:  As  to 
which  the  said  John  Darby  being  examined,  he 
acknowledged,  that  no  such  list  of  late  hnd 
been  hung  up;  hut  he  delivered  to  the  Con.- 
initiee  a paper,  which,  lie  informed  them,  was 
a schedule  of  fees,  established  by  the  judges  of 
the  court  of  the  king’s  Palace  of  Westminster 
the  17th  of  December,  1675.  hereunto  an- 
nexed in  the  first  Appendix,  marked  with  the 
letter  A;  which  fees  seem  very  exorbitant,  in 
rognrd  there  arc  different  fees  paid  by  the  same 
prisoner  to  the  same  ofticer,  and  the  whole 
amnunisto  more,  than  is  proportionable  to  the 
smallness  of  the  sums,  for  which  processes  are 
issued  out  of  rlmt  court. 

Upon  inspection  of  the  several  parts  of  the 
said  gaol,  the  Committee  find,  that  the  said 
gaol  is  divided  into  two  divisions,  viz.  the  mas- 
ter's side,  nod  the  common  side;  and  that  n 
pare  thereof  is  only  fenced  in  with  a few  weak- 
old  boards:  That  there  are  several  rooms  on 
the  muster's  side  kept  empty,  some  with  hut 
one  or  two  persons  in  them,  and  others  at  the 
same  time  croudcd  to  that  degree,  as  even  to 
make  them  unhealthy ; particularly,  in  one  of 
the  rooms  in  a part  of  the  Prisoa,  called  the 
Oeke,  nine  men  are  laid  ill  three  1-eds,  and 
each  man  pays  Is.  6d.  per  week ; so  that  room 
singly  produces  if.  2a.  C d.  per  week : Bur  a 
more  particular  account  of  the  numbers  of 
Prisoners  in  each  room,  and  of  the  sums  they 
“t  tn  pay  for  chamber  rent,  will  appear  by 
the  annexed  Appendix,  B. 

It  appeared  to  the  Committee  that  the 
Gaoler  of  the  said  Prison,  out  of  a view  of 
8«in,  hath  freq^M^  SdE r 
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persons,  upon  complaint  of  those,  who  lay  in 
thesamebed  with  them;  a particular  instance 
of  which  follows. 

Mrs.  Mary  Trapps  was  prisoner  in  the  Mnr- 
slmlsea,  and  was  put  to  lie  in  the  same  bed  With 
two  other  women,  each  of  which  paid  2s.  dd. 
per  week  chnmbcr  rent : She  fell  ill,  and  lan- 
guished for  a considerable  time ; and  the  last 
three  weeks  grew  so  offensive,  that  the  others 
were  hardly  able  to  bearthe  rfioin:  They  fre- 
quently complained  to  the  turnkeys,  and  officers; 
and  desired  to  be  removed  ; but  all  in  vain  : 
At  Inst  the  smelt  so  strong,  that  the  turnkey 
himself  could  not  hear  to  come  into  the  room, 
to  hear  the  complaints  of  her  bedfellows ; and 
they  were  forced  to  lie  with  her,  or  on  the 
boards,  till  she  died. 

And  the  Committee,  inspecting  the  various 
nrts  of  the  gaol,  saw  a prisoner,  who  kept  his 
ed  with  a fistula,  and  two  other  persons  obli- 
ged to  lie  with  him  in  the  same  bed,  though  ench 
paid  Si.  6 d.  per  week  ; yet  they  even  submitted 
to  such  rent,  and  usage,  rather  thun  be  turned 
down  to  the  common  side. 

The  common  side  is  enclosed  witii  n strong 
brick  wall ; In  it  are  now  confined  upwards 
of  330  prisoners,  most  of  thc-m  in  the  utmost 
necessity:  They  are  divided  into  particular 
rooms,  culled  wnrds ; and  the  prisoners,  be- 
longing to  each  ward, “arc  locked  up  in  their 
respective  wards  every  night ; most  of  which 
are  excessively  crowded,  thirty,  forty,  nay  fifty, 
persons  having  been  locked  up  in  some  ot  them, 
not  sixteen  font  square;  and  at  the  same  time 
that  these  rooms  have  been  so  crowded,  to  the 
great  endangering  the  healths  of  the  prisoners, 
the  largest  room  ill  the  common-side  hath  been 
kept  empty,  and  the  room  over  George's  ward 
was  let  oat  to  a taylor,  to  work  in,  and  no  body 
allowed  to  lie  in  it,  though  alt  the  Inst  year  there 
were  sometimes  forty,  and  never  less  than  thirty- 
two,  persons  locked  up  in  George's  ward  every 
night,  which  is  a room  of  sixteen  by  louiteen 
feet,. and  about  eight  feel  high : The  surface  of 
the  room  is  not  sufficient  to  contain  that  number, 
when  laid  down  ; s«  that  one  half  are  hung  up 
in  hammocks,  whilst  the  others  lie  on  the  iloor 
under  them  : The  air  is  so  wasted  by  the  num- 
ber of  persons,  who  breathe  in  that  narrow 
compass,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  them 
from  stifling,  several  having  in  the  heat  of  sum- 
mer perished  for  want  of  air:  Every  night,  at 
eight  of  the  clock  ill  the  winter,  and  nine  in  the 
summer,  the  prisoners  are  locked  up  in  their 
respective  wards,  and  from  those  hours,  until 
eight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  iff  the  winter, 
mid  five  in  Hie  summer,  they  cunnor,  upon  any 
occasion,  come  out ; so  that  they  are  forced  to 
ease  nature  within  the  room,  tlie  stench  of  Which 
is  noisome  beyond  expression,  and  it  seems  sur- 
prizing, that  it  hath  not  caused  a contagion. 

The  crowding  of  prisoners  together  in  this 
manner  is  one  great  occasion  of  the  gaol  dis- 
temper; anti,  though  the  unhappy  tnen  should 
escape  infection,  or  overcome  it,  vet.  if  they 
have  not  relief  from  their  friends,  famine  des- 
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hav  e to  subsist  on,  is  an  accidentalallownnceof 
pease,  given  once  a week  .by  a gentleman,  who 
conceals,  his  name,  and  about  thirty  pounds  ol" 
beef,  provided  by  the  voluntary  contribution  of 
the  judge  and  officers  of  the  Marslinlsea,  on 
Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  ; which  is  di- 
vided into  very  small  portions,  of  about  an 
ounce  and  an  half,  distriouted  with  one  Iburth- 

et  of  an  half-penny  loaf:  each  of  the  sick  is 
; served  with  one  of  those  portions,  and 
(hose,  that  remain, -are  divided  amongst  the 
wants ; but  . the  numbets  of  the  people  iu  them 
are  so  grout,  that  it  comes  to  the  turn  of  each 
man  but  about  once  in  fourteen  days,  ar.d  of 
each  woman  (they  being  fewer)  once  in  a week. 

When  the  miserable  wretch  hath  worn  out 
the  charity  of  his  friends,  and  consumed  the 
money,  which  he  hath  raised  upon  his  cloaths, 
and  bedding,  and  hath  eat  his  last  allowance  of 
provisions,  he  usually  iu  a few  days  grows  weak, 
for  want  of  food,  with  the  symptoms  of  a hec- 
tic fever;  and,  when  he  is  no  longer  able  to 
stand,  if  he  can  raise  3d.  10  pay  the  fee  of  the 
common  mine  of  the  prison,  he  obtains  the  li- 
berty of  being  carried  into  the  sick  ward,  and 
lingers  on  for  about  a month  or  two,  by  tbe  as- 
sistance of  the  above-mentioned  prison  portion 
of,  provision,  and  then  dies. 

. The  Committee  saw  in  the  Womens  Sick 
Ward,  many  miserable  objects  lying,  without 
beds,  on  the  Boor,  perishing  with  extreme  want ; 
and  in  the  Mens  Sick  Ward  yet  much  worse : for 
along  the  side  of  the  walls  of  that  ward  boards 
were  laid  upon  trestles;  like  a dresser  in  a kit- 
chen; and  uuder  them,  between  those  trestles, 
were  laid  »n  the  floor  one  tire  ofsick  men,  and 
upon  the  dresser  another  tire,  and  over  them 
hung  a third  tire  in  hammocks. 

• On  the  giving  food  to  these  poor  wretohes 
(though  it  was  done  with  the  utmost  caution, 
they  being  only  allowed  at  first  the  smallest 
quantities,  and  that  of  liquid  nourishment)  one 
died  : the  vessels  of  bis  stomach  were  so  disor- 
dered, and  contracted,  for  want  of  use,  that 
they  were  totally  incapable  of  performing  their 
office,  and  the  unhappy  creature  perished  about 
tbe  time  of  digestion.  Upon  his  body  a coro- 
ner's inquest  sat  (a  thing  which  though  required 
by-law  to  he  always  done,  hath  for  many  yeats 
been  scandalously  omitted  in  this  gaol)  and  the 
jory  found,  that  he  died  of  want. 

Those,  who  were  not  so  far  gone,  on  proper 
nourishment  given  them,  recovered,  so  that  not 
•above  nine  have  died  since  the  25th  of  March 
last,  the  day  the  Committee  first  met  there, 
though,  before,  a day  seldom  passed  without  a 
death,  and  upon  the  advancing  of  the  spring, 
not  less  than  eight  or  ten  usually  died  every  84 

The  great  numbers,  who  appeared  to  have 
perished  for  want,  induced  the  Committee  to 
enquire,  vrhat  charities  were  given  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  tbe  prisoners  in  this  gaol : they  have 
as  yet  been  only  able  to  coine  at  full  proof  of 
10f;  per  annum,  left  by  sir  Thomas  Gresham, 
and  one  pound  per  annum,  paid  by  each  coun- 
ty  in  EBg'^  ^mpweJy  .Qftlied . estehiMon- 
3 


money ; but  have  reason  to  believe,  there  are  1 
many  other  sums,  -which  the  shortness  of  the 
time  prevented  the  Committee  from  being  able  I 
fully  to  discover. 

All  the.  Charities  belonging  to  the  prison 
| were  formerly  received  by  a steward,  chose  by 
tbe  prisoners  <j>n  tbe  common  side , and  the 
said  prisoners  had  a cominun  seal  belonging  to 
them,  kept  by  their  said  steward;  and  they 
were  divided  into  six  wards,  each  of  wliichchose 
monthly  a constable;  aud  the  said  constable* 
signing  a receipt,  end  sealing  it  with  the  said 
common  seal,  was  a full  discharge  to  the  persons 
payiug  the  charities. 

-n  1783  Matthew  Pugh  was  chosen  steward 
by  the  prisoners,  and,  at  their  request,  approved 
by  sir  John  Rennet,  then  Judge  of  the  Mar- 
shalsea  Court.  Pugh  discovered  several  chnri-  j 
ties,  which  had  been  before  concealed,  and  ap- 
plied  them  to  the  use  of  the  prisoners ; and  in 
1735  he  acquainted  the  then  constables,  that  1 
John  Darby,  and  his  servants  in  the  lodge,  had 
got  possession  of  the  old  common  seal,  and  that  ■ 
Edward  Gilhourne,  Deputy  Prothonotary  of  1 
the  said  court,  had  the  possession  of  another 
seal,  with  the  same  impression,  which  he  bad  1 
reason  to  believe  was  made  use  of  to  affix  to  ■ 
receipts  for  charity  money,  to  the  great  frand  I 
and  oppression  of  the  poor  prisoners:  upon  ■ 
which  the  said  constables  agreed  to  be  at  the  . 
•expence  of  making  a new  seal,  with  this  ad- 
dition, “ Marshalsea  Prison,  1735  ; ” and  they  ' 
also  bought  a cheat,  with  seven  different  locks  " 
and  keys,  so  that  the  chest  could  not  be  opened 
without  all  the  said  seven  keys,  one  of  which 
was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  each  constable, 
and  tbe  seventh  in  the  hands  of  the  steward; 
and  they  fixed  the  chest  to  the  wall  in  the 
ward,  called  (he  Constables  Ward,  and  locked 
up  ilie  seal  therein  ; and,  whenever  any  receipt 
was  to  be  sealed,  the  six  constables,  and  the. 
steward,  were  all  concurring;  and  the  money, 
so  received,  was  publicly  known,  and  divided,  1 

But  this  public  and  just  mauner  ol  receiving, 
and  distributing,  the  charities,  was  disliked  by  I, 
the  keeper,  and  his  servants  ; and  they  com- 
plained to  the  judge  of  the  Palace  Court,  and 
gave  information,  that  the  said  Pugh  was  a 
very  turbulent  fellow  ; and  procured  a rule  3; 
(a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed  in  the  , 
Appendix  marked  C)  by  which  it  is  ordered, 
that  Matthew  Pugh  shall  be  no  longer  per-  , 
mined  to  have  access  to  the  said  Prison,  -or  I 
Court ; and  the  prisoners  are  allowed  to  chuse  { 
another  steward  : And  accordingly  John  Grace, 
then  clerk  to  the  keeper,  was  chosen  steward  ■ 
by  those  in  the  keeper’6  interest ; but  the  con- 
stables, in  behalf  of  the  prisoners,  refused  to  . 
deliver  up  the  keys  of  the  chest,  where  their 
seal  was,  insisting,  that  all  receipts  should  be 
sealed,  as  usual,  in  a public  manner,  that  they 
might  know,  what  money  was  received;  and 
thereupon  the  said  chest  was  broke  down,  1 
and  carried  awny,  by  tbe  said  William  ActoB 
and  the  said  John  Grace. 

The  said  William  Acton,  in  his  defence. 
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said,  he  did  it  by  order  of  the  Court  And  being  miserable  wretches,  «ho  have  perished  in  the 
required  to  produce  such  order ; he  spirl  it  was  said  gaol  with  mere  hunger, 
a verbal  order,  given  him  by  the  said  Edward  The  Committee  have  reason  to  believe,  that 
Oilhourne  : And  the  said  Edward  Gilbourne,  tbe  chtiriiies,  given  by  well  disposed  persona, 
being  examined  in  the  presence  of  the  said  unknown,  have  been  sufficient  for  the  support 
William  Acton,  denied,  that  he  gave  any  such  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  prisoners  in  this 
order.  gaol ; but  the  modesty  of  the  donors  concenl- 

This  transaction  was  about  die  time  the  act  mg  their  alms,  this  too  great  fear  of  ostentation 
for  rthef  of  insolvent  debtors,  in  1725,  took  bath  enabled  the'gaoler,  and  his  miscreants  at 
place  ; and  the  old  prisoners,  who  knew  this  the  Lodge,  to  pervert  the  charity  monies,  and 
affair,  being  discharged  by  that  act,  those,  who  defraud  the  poor  miserable  prisoners  thereof, 
were  newly  committed,  being  ignorant  of  their  The  Committee  have  discovered  some  pri- 

Tights  to  charities,  were  defrauded  thereof  rate  charities  (notwithstanding  the  industry  of 
under  this  abuse.  tiie  donors  to  conceal  them)  particularly,  that 

After  the  time  of  taking  by  violence  posses-  of  his  grace  the  duke  of  Dorset,  the  present 
sion  of  the  prisoners  seal,  as  before  mentioned,  lord  steward  of  the  household,  who  raised  a 
the  said  seal  was  used  in  the  Lodge,  without  fund  uf  charity  upon  the  destruction  of  that 
the  privity  or  consent  of  the  prisoners,  and  was  pernicious  practice  of  selling  offices, 
affixed  to  receipts  for  legacies,  nm!  charities,  The  enstom  of  this  Court  formerly  was  to 
which  the  said  Gilbourne  received,  and  disposed  sell  all  the  places  belonging  thereto,  and  the 
of,  as  he  plenscd,  in  a very  irregular  and  arbi-  very  counsel,  and  attornies,  purchased  the  li- 
tmry  manner,  untill  complaint  thereof  was  berty  of  pleading,  and  practising,  in  this  Court; 
made  to  sir  John  Durn.dl,  judge  of  the  Court;  foy  which  the  first  gave  as  far  as  1,OOOL  the 
and  then  what  was  afterwards  paid  for  the  pri-  latter  as  far  as  l,500l.  each  ; one  moiety  of 
soners,  was  distributed  regularly,  but  no  ac-  which  sums  was  for  the  benefit  nf  the  lord 
count  was  given  to  the  prisoners,  by  Gilboorne,  steward,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  knight 
of  the  monies  he  received,  marshal. 

Till  the  turning  out  of  Pugb,  and  the  violent  As  the  present  inquiry  is  not  into  the  nn- 
hreuking  open  the  prisoners  said  chest,  the  lure  and  practice  of  this  Court  (the  Abuses  of 
steward  used  to  distribute  the  charity  money  which  will  deserve  a particular  inquiry)  the 
among  the  prisoners  equally  and  indifferently,  Committee  do  not  enlarge  upon  the  ill  conse- 
wnhout  favour  or  affection,  and  accounted  re-  quences  nf  such  corrupt  sales  ; but  cannot 
gulirly  to  llie  prisoners,  and  never  received  any  forbear  to  observe,  that  the  first  who  stemmed 
money  without  their  privity,  and  orders ; but  this  tide  of  corruption,  was  his  grace  the  duke 
since  the  said  violence  nothing  hath  been  re-  of  Argyle,  then  lord  steward  : who,  disdaining 
gularly  done  in  respect  of  the  charities  : Some-  to  share  the  spoils  nf  the  unfortunate,  scorned 
times  the  said  Edward  Gilbourne,  at  other  to  take  any  money  arising  from  the  sale  of 
times  the  said  John  Grace,  distributed  them,  offices,  and  made  an  excellent  precedent  (very 
ns  they  thought  fit ; and,  since  the  said  William  much  disliked  by  Lite  practising  purt  of  tbs 
Acton,  butcher,  bath  rented  the  said  gaolj  there  Court)  that  of  appointing  officers  for  their 
1ms -been  no  steward,  nor  any  nccount  given  of  merit,  not  for  their  money.  Upon  the  death  of 
the  said  charities,  he  having  taken  upon  him-  sir  John  Bennet,  his  grace,  without  fee  or  re- 
sell to  act  ns  steward,  without  tho  choice,  or  ward,  appointed  sir  John  Damall  judge  of  thq 
consent,  of  the  prisoners : And,  upon  his  ex-  Court,  and  followed  the  same  method  in  dis- 
aaiinution,  be  confessed,  that,  from  May,  1728,  posing  nf  the  utherofiices  of  the  Court, 
to  Mity  1725),  he  lmd  received  charity  mnnev  The  duke  of  Dorset  (now  Lord  Steward)  was 
for  the  poor  prisoners,  amounting  to  above  US?,  very  much  importuned  by  the  officers  of  tho 
of  which  he  bad  kept  no  account,  and  took  no  Court  to  permit  the  practice  of  selling,  as  for- 
notice  thereof,  till  this  Committee  was  ap-  uierly;  but,  being  resolved  not  to  give  wny  to 
pointed,  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the  Gaols,  it,  yet  willing  to  be  cased  of  tbeir  importunity, 
not  expecting  to  have  been  asked  about  it.  lie  be  let  them  know,  that  lie  would  sell  the  place 
pretended,  lie  had  distributed  the  money  of  one  of  the  counsel,  then  vacant  : The  sum, 
among  the  prisoners  directly,  but  produced  no  lie  sold  it  for,  was  lOOf.  only,  to  George  Bidlard, 
sort  of  vouchers  for  it.  esq.,  which  his  grace  ordered  to  be  applied  to 

The  present  extreme  want  and  necessity  of  discharge  poor  prisoners,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  prisoners  in  the  said  gaol  proceeds  from  the  expressly  directed  Mr.  Ballard  to  give  uu  other 
charities  being  grossly  perverted,  and  not  laid  money  to  any  person  whatsoever, 
out  in  proper  provisions,  and  divided  into  pro-  The  aforementioned  Edward  Gilbourne,  do- 
per portions  : For  if  l_13f.  n year  (which  Acton  pnty  prpthQnotary,  received  the  said  money, 
iUDiseJfacknowltdgeshe  had  received)  had  been  and  was  two  years  in  disposing  of  it,  discharg- 
ed out  in  bread  only,  it  would  have  afforded  ing  such  only,  as  be  himself  thought  proper, 
each  prisoner  two  pounds  of  bread  per  week.  In  chat  time  an  act,  for  relief  of  insolvent 
supposing  the  prisoners  on  the  cunirnon  side  debtors,  took  place,  by  virtue  nf  which  many 
to  have  amounted,  one  time  with  another,  to  persons  were  discharged  out  of  the  said  prison, 
300;  w hich  pittance,  though  very  small,  would  nod  others  were  at  several  times  also  discharged 
have  prevented  the  starving  to  death  many  *>y  private  chanties  from  persons  unknow  n ; 
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but  the  names  of  those,  tlius  released,  cannot  are  generally  a very  desperate  and  aban- 
now  be  discovered,  or  compared  with  the  List,  tloned  sort  of  people,  are  suffered  to  mi* 
delivered  by  the  said  Gilbourne,  of  the  names  with  all  the  unhappy  debtors  pf  the  com- 
of  the  prisoners,  which,  he  pretemis,  were  mon  side  : which  may  be  of  dangerous  con- 
discharged  by  the  duke  of  Dorset’s  said  charity,  sequence:  For  this  being  a prison  for  the 
It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  the  poorer  sort,  in  'which  great  numbers  of  poor 
keepers  in  the  lodge  have  greatly  imposed  on  sailors  are  commonly  confined,  the  conversa- 
the  charitable  persons,  who,  without  discover-  lion  of  these  pirates,  and  their  boasts,  how 
jpg  their  names,  have  released  prisoners,  by  riotously  they  lived,  whilst  at  sea,  may  instil 

Cing  their  debts,  and  fees.  These  keepers  inclinations  of  follorving  the  same  wicked  prac- 
e a set  ofidle  fellows,  employed  by  them  as  tices.  This  correspondence  with  these  despe- 
agents  in  carrying  on  their  wicked  designs,  and  rate  people  hath  already  had  some  influence 
whom  they  indulge  in  riot,  and  in  abusing  their  upon  the  poor  debtors,  and  was,  in  part,  the 
fellow  prisoners,  and  allow  to  go  out,  as  mes-  occasion  of  several  of  them  attempting  to  es- 
sengers.  These  persons  are  voluntary  prison-  cape;  to  which  hunger  and  extreme  want  being 
ers  ; and  in  the  List,  given  in  by  jolm  Darby,  added,  some  of  them  became  so  desperate, 
he  acknowledged  20,  who  chose  rather  to  be  that,  after  having  fasted  four 'days,  and  seeing 
confined,  than  at  liberty.  These  the  keepers  no  hone  of  relief,  they  attempted  to  break 
generally  produce,  as  proper  objects  of  eba-  through  the  prison  wall,  and  were  taken  in  the 
rity,  when  pious  persons,  unknown,  come  to  attempt. 

discharge  poor  prisoners  in  secret;  and  their  This  gave  the  gaolers  a pretence  to  exercise 
pretended  debts,  and  fees,  being  paid,  as  bucIi  their  greater  cruellies.  All  the  persons,  so 
objects,  they,  in  form,  go  out  of  the  prison,  but  attempting  to  escape,  were  called  into  the  ' 
in  a little  time  return  hack  again  to  the  same  lodge  by  the  said  Acton,  one  by  one,  and  there 
wicked  practice,  to  the  scandalous  abuse  of  such  examined.  One  of  them  was  seen  to  go  in  ! 
pious  and  excellent  charities,  and  to  the  great  perfectly  well,  and,  when  he  came  out  again, 
fraud  and  oppression  ofthe  miserable,  for  whom  lie  was  in  the  greatest  disorder:  His  thumbs 
they  were  intended.  were  much  swollen,  and  very  sore  ; and  he  * 

The  abuse  of  the  Begging  Bo*  is  another  declared,  that  the  occasion  of  his  being  in  that 
great  imposition.  condition  was,  that  the  keeper,  in  order  to 

The  prisoners  have  all  along  had  a right  to  extort  from  him  a confession  of  the  names  of 
nominate  persons,  to  go  about  with  beggiug  those,  who  had  assisted  him,  and  others,  in 

baskets,  and  boxes,  and  to  give  them  deputa-  their  attempt  to  escape,  had  screwed  certain 

tions,  under  their  hands  and  their  common  instruments  of  iron  upon  his  thumbs,  so  close,  i 
seal,  to  make  such  collections  ; but  since  that  that  lliey  had  forced  the  blood  out  of  them, 
seal  has  been  violently  taken  away,  and  kept  in  with  exquisite  pain  : After  this  he  was  carried 
the  Lodge,  as  aforesaid,  these  deputations  are  into  the  strong  room,  where,  besides  the  other  • 
countersigned,  and  sealed,  by  the  deputy  irons,  which  lie  had  on,  they  fixed  on  his  neck  • 

marshal,  or  some  of  his  agents,  or  servants;  aud  hands  an  iron  instrument,  called  a collar,  ] 

and  the  prisoners  have  been  forced  to  submit  like  a pair  oT  tongs : and,  be  being  a large 
to  give  to  such  persons,  for  llieir  pains,  all  life  lusty  man,  when  they  screwed  the  said  instru- 
monies  collected  by  them;  provided  they  bring  ment  close,  bis  eyes  were  ready  to  start  out  of 
in  two  baskets  only  of  brhken  victuals  per  week,  his  head,  life  blood  gushed  out  of  bis  ears  and  j 
or,  in  lieu  thereof,  pay  two  shillings.;  and  even  nose,  be  foamed  at  the  mouth,  the  slater  ran 
this  disadvantageous  agreement  is  not  complied  down,  and  he  made  several  motions  to  speak,  i 
with;  for  the  prisoners  are  months  together  hut.  could  not:  After  these  tortures  he  was  ; 
without  bearing  any  thing  at  all  of  their  basket  confined  in  the  strong  room  for  many  days  I 
men.  with  a very  heavy  pair  of  irons,  called  sheer?, 

So  that  the  good  and  charitable  intentions  of  on  his  legs, 
mankind  are  wickedly  perverted,  and  rendered  It  has  been  usual  in  this  prison  for  the  keep-  I 
useless,  aud  of  no  avail,  to  the  poor  prisoners,  ers  unlawfully  to  assume  to  themselves  a pre-  ( 
who  can  neither  come  out  to  bfe  relieved,  nor  tended  authority  of  magistrates,  and  not  only  i 
can  those,  who  come  to  relieve,  have  easy  ac-  to  judge  and  decree  punishments  arbitrarily, 
cess  to  such  poor  wretches,  nor  distinguish  the  but  also  to  execute  the  same  unmercifofly. 
impostors  from  the  unfortunale.  Nurabei less  are  the  instances  of  their  immo-  i 

The  only  effectual  way  to  distribute  such  derate  beating  poor  debtors,  at  their  pleasure,  1 
charity  rightly  seems  to  be,  to  see  some  prisoner  insomuch  that  llie  very  name  of  the  instrument 
Of  each  ward,  who  is  not  in  the  keeper’s  in-  hung  up  in  the  lodge,  for  beating  the  prison- 
lerest,  and  from  such  prisoner  to  know  the  ers, 'became  a terror  to  them. 

: mjist  necessitous.  The  various  tortures  and  cruellies,  hefors 

. The  abovementioned  practice  of  farming  mentioned,  not  contenting  these  wicked  keep- 
. and  defrauding  the  hegging  box  is  not  peculiar  ers  in  their  said  pretended  magistracy  over  th« 
lo  this  prison  of  the  Muvsbalsea  only  : the  poor  prisoners,  they  found  a way  of  making,  within  , 

. prisoners  in  the  Fleet  Prison,  are  abused  in  the  this  prison  a confinement,  more  dreadful  than 
same  manner.  the  strong  room  itself,  by  coupling  the  living 

In  this  prison  of  the  Marshalsea  pirates  are  with  the  dead;  and  have  made  a practice  of 
kept,  as  well  as  debtors;  and  the  first,  who  locking  up  debtors,  who  displeased  them,  •* 


the  yard  with  human  carcases.  One  particular 
instance  of  this  sort  of  inhumanity  was  of  a 
person,  whom  (lie  keepers  confined  in  thnt 
part  of  the  lower  yard,  which  was  then  sepa- 
rated from  the  rest,  whilst  there  were  there 
two  dead  bodies,  which  had  lain  there  four 
days  ; yet  was  he  kept  there  whh  them  six 
days  longer  ; in  which  time  the  vermin  de- 
voured the  flesh  from  the  faces,  eat  the  eyes 
out  of  the  heads  uf  the  carcases,  which  were 
bloated,  putrified,  and  turned  green,  during 
the  poor  debtor’s  dismal  confinement  with 

The  great  business  depending  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  having  often  required  the  long  at- 
tendance of  the  members  of  this  Comraitee,  the 
Committee  have  not  been  able  to  go  through 
the  examinations,  which  they  Imd  entered  into, 
upon  the  various  complain^  laid  before  them, 
of  cruel  beating,  ironing,  torturing,  and  mur- 
dering, dehtors,  too  shocking,  aud  too  nume- 
rous, to  be  thoroughly  examined  in  so  short  a 
time,  as  the  remainder  of  this  session  of  par- 
liament allows. 

One  cruel  and  barbarous  instance,  among 
others,  which  appeared  to  the  Committee,  they 
cannot  omit;  tit. 

In  the  year  1726  Thomas  Bliss,  a carpenter, 
not  having  any  friends  to  support  him,  was 
almost  starved  to  death  in  the  prison;  upon  , 
which  he  attempted  to  get  over  the  prison  by  a j 
rope,  lent  him  by  another  prisoner  : In  the 
attempts  he  was  taken  by  the  keepers,  dragged 
by  the  heels  into  the  lodge,  barbarously  beaten,  i 
aud  put  into  irons,  in  which  he  was  kept  se-  j 
veral  weeks.  One  afternoon,  as  he  was  quietly 
•lauding  in  the  yard,  with  his  irons  on,  some  of 
the  said  Acton’s  men  called  him  into  the  lodge 
where  Acton  was  then  drinking,  and  merry, 
with  company.  In  about  half  an  hour  Bliss 
came  out  again  crying  ; and  gave  an  account, 
that,  when  he  wns  in  the  lodge,  they,  for  their 
diversion  (as  they  called  it)  fixed  on  his  head  an 
iron  engine,  or  instrument  (which  appears  to 
be  an  iron  scull  cap)  which  wns  screwed  so 
close,  that  it  forced  the  blnod  out  of  his  ears 
and  nose.  And  he  further  declared,  that  his 
thumbs  were  at  the  same  time  put  into  a pair  of 
thumb-screws,  which  were  screwed  so  tight, 
that  the  blood  started  out  of  riiom  : Aud  from 
that  time  he  continued  disordered  to  the  day 
of  his  death.  He  was  let  out  of  the  prison, 
without  paying  his  debt ; and,  at  his  going  out, 
Acton  desired,  that  all,  that  was  pa9t,  might 
he  forgot,  and  that  he  would  not  bear  him  any 
ill  will.  This  miserable  wretch  was  put  into 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital  Tor  help,  but  died  very 

The  Committee  observe, 

That,  though  in  this  prison  there  nre  many 
rooms  intirely  empty,  yet  in  other  rooms  the 
prisoners  are  crowded  together,  to  the  utter  des- 
truction of  their  healths,  anrf  the  endangering 
a general  infection  : 

That,  notwithstanding  thirty  and  forty  pri-  1 
•oners  were  locked  up  together  in  one  room, 
y«tth«  said  JiUto.iDasby^tiW.k'eiJperydid  coot 
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tifjr  to  the  Committee,  that  the  said  prison  of 
the  Marshalsea  was  sufficient  commodinusly 
to  contnin  the  number  of  prisoners  thereto 
committed  : 

Thnt  the  charities  have  not  been  accounted 
for,  but  have  been  scandalously  perverted, 
while  great  numbers  have  perished  in  the  pri- 
son through  mere  want : 

That  many  prisoners  have  died  daily  in  the 
snid  prison,  as  well  those  in  execution,  (it 
others,  and  no  coroner's  inquest  hath  sat  upon 
their  bodies. 

The  snid  William  Acton,  being  examined, 
at  first  denied,  but,  after  being  confronted 
with  several  witnesses,  acknowledged,  that  he 
had  Imd  thumb-screws  in  bis  possession,  and 
pretended,  be  bad  given  them  to  the  gaoler  at 
York.  He  positively  denied  the  having  any 
iron  instrument,  or  cap  for  the  head  : and  yet 
afterwards  directed  the  turnkeys,  where  to  find 
the  iron  scull  cap  before  mentioned,  und  it  wns  ' 
produced  to  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  also  found  several  very 
heavy  iron  bars,  shackles,  fetters  and  handcuffs, 
for  the  miserable  prisoners  in  the  said  MnY- 
shnlsca  prison. 

The  unwarrantable  letting  to  farm  the  be- 
nefit of  keeping  these  prisoners  hath  unjus- 
tifiably increased  the  profits  of  the  prison,  to 
the  greater  oppression  of  the  prisoners.  The 
said  William  Acton  (to  whom  the  profits  of  the 
said  prison  are  let  by  the  snid  Johu  Darby) 
hath,  in  this  first  year  of  his  farming  the  snmo 
invented  new  oppressive  methods,  to  make 
his  profits  double  those  of  the  preceding 
year. 

If  the  gaolers  are  not  punished  for  these  their 
wicked  devices,  and  due  care  he  not  taken,  to 
prevent  the  like  barbarous  practices  lor  the 
future,  the  poor  prisoners,  who  may  happen 
to  survive  these  cruelties,  must  he  more  miser- 
able, than  can  be  expressed. 

The  Committee,  apprehending  the  conclu- 
sion of  this  session  to  he  now  so  near,  as  to  pre- 
vent their  proceeding  to  farther  enquiries,  have 
thought  it  their  duty  at  this  lime  to  lay  n state 
of  these  facts  before  the  House ; hoping,  soma 
effectual  provision  will  be  made  in  the  next 
session  of  parliament,  for  remedying  the  great 
grievances  before  mentioned,  for  better  regula- 
tion of  gaols,  and  for  inflicting  proper  punish- 
ments upon  gaolers  for  cruelties  to  their  pri- 
soners. 

And  the  Committee  have  come  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolutions  ; viz. 

“ Resolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  Commit- 
“ tee,  That  William  Acton,  clerk  of  the 
“ prison  of  the  Marshalsea,  and  farmer  of  the 
“ same  gaol,  and  the  profits  thereof,  by  lease 
“ from  Mr.  John  Darby,  the  keeper  of  the 
*‘  said  prison,  hath  been  guilty  of  many  High 
“ crimes  ntid  misdemeanors  in  the  execution  of 
“ his  office,  and  liath  arbitrarily  and  unlawfully 
“ loaded  with  irons,  tortured,  and  destroyed, 
“ in  the  most  inhuman,  cruel,  and  barbarous 
care,  in 
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“ high  violation  and  contempt  of  the  laws  of 
this  kingdom. 

“Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Com- 
“ mittee.  That  the  Charities,  given  by  well  dis- 
“ posed  persons,  for  the  relief  and  sustenance 
“ of  the  poor  debtors  conliued  in  the  said  pri- 
“ sop  of  the  Marshalsea,.are  notoriously  and 
“ scandalously  misapplied:  and  that  the  keeper 
“ of  the  said  prison,  and  his  dependants,  and 
“ agents,  instead  of  distributing  the  said  chart' 
“ ties  to  the  said  poor  debtors,  have  most  un- 
justifiably possessed  themselves  thereof,  and 
“ wickedly  perverted  the  same  to  theirown 
“ uses,  to  the  great  fraud  and  oppression  of  the 
“ said  poor  prisoners  in  general,  and  to  the 
“ starving  many,  who  have  perished  in  the  said 
“.prison,  for  want  thereof. 

“Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
“ mittee.  That  Mr.  John  Darby,  keeper  of  the 
“said  prison  oftheMarshalsea,  having,  contrary 
“.to,  and  in  defiance  of,  the  law,  let  to  farm  his 
“ said  gaol,  and  office,  and  the  profits  thereof, 
“ unto  the  said  William  Acton,  and  having 
“ grossly  neglected  hisduty,  in  not  preventing,  or 
“ remedying,  the  said  inhumanities,  cruelties, 
“.  frauds,  and  abuses,  is  guilty  of  a high  misde- 
“ meauour  in  his  office,  and  a notorious  breach 
“ of  his  trust,  in  contempt  of  the  law,  and  to 
“ the  great  oppression  and  ruin  of  many  of  his 
. Majesty’s  Subjects. 

A Sciiedcle  of  such  Fees,  ns  are  appointed 
and  established  by  the  J udges  of  the  Court 
of  the  king’s  palace  of  Westminster,  the  17  th 
day  of  December,  1675,  Annoque  R.  R. 
Car.  2.  27,  to  he  from  henceforth  taken  and 
received  by  the  keeper  of  the  prison  belong- 
ing to  the  said  court,  as  followctb,  viz. 

For  the  Knight  Marshal's  Fee,  upon  „ , 

the  discharging  of  every  prisoner,  *' 
for  the  first  Action  only  - 0 18 

For  the  Knight  Marshal’s  Deputy, 

upon  the  like  discharge  - 0 o 3 

For  the  Prothonotary,  upon  the  like 
discharge  ...  0 1 < 

For  his  own  Fee,  for  his  care  and 
safe  custody  of  every  prisoner,  to 
be  taken  upon  the  discharge  of 
every  such  prisoner,  for  the  first 
action  - - - 0 4 8 

For  his  Porter,  upon  the  like  dis- 
charge - - - 0 16 

For  his  own  Fee,  upon  every  dis- 
charge of  such  prisoner,  for'the 
second  action  ...  038 

For  Itis  Porter,  upon  the  like  dis- 
charge ....  014 

For  his  Clerk,  for  entering  the  charge 
against  every  action,  except  that, 
upon  which,  he  is  first  brought  into 
custody  - - - - 0 10 

For  his  said  Clerk,  for  entering 
every  discharge  of  a prisoner,  for 
every  action  ...  010 

Edmond  Wtndham, 
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Farther  in  relation  to  the  Fleet  Prison. 

The  dispatch,  which  your  Committee  found 
themselves  obliged  to  give  to  their  former  Re- 
port (relating  tfo  the  Fleet  prison)  prevented 
tlieir  inserting  several  facts,  which  in  the  course 
of  their  examination  have  since  come  to  their 
knowledge  in  a fuller  light,  and  which  they, 
think  proper  to  lay  before  the  House,  by  way  of  . 
Supplement  to  their  said  former  Report,  as  fol- 
loweth;  viz. 

It  farther  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that 
Mr.  Arne,  mentioned  in  the  said  former  Report,  ■ . 
whilst  he  was  in  the  tap-house  of  the  said  Fleet  1 
prison,  during  the  wardenship  of  John  Huggins, 
esq.  and  behaving  himself  quietly,  was  suddenly 
seized  by  James  Barnes  (agent  for  Huggins)  j 
and,  without  any  reason  given,  was  forced  into  < 
the  strong  room,  or  dungeon,  on  the  master?*  1 
side;  which  dungeon,  being  then  but  lately  | 
built,  and  so  damp,  that  the  drops  hung  upon 
the  walls,  was  very  nauseous,  and  unwholesome. 

In  this  place  was  this  unfortunate  man  locked 
up,  and  never  once  permitted  to  go  out ; but, 
by  an  accident,  on  a Suuiiay,  the  door  being  ‘ 
opened,  he  ran  into  the  parlour,  adjoining  to 
the  chapel,  during  the  time  of  divine  service. 

He  had  then  no  covering  upon  his  liody,  but 
the  feathers  of  a bed  (which  bed  was  thrown  in 
to  him  by  a prisoner)  into  which  he  crept,  to 
defend  himself  from  the  cold ; and  the  feathers 
stuck  and  were  clotted  upon  him  by  his  own 
excrements,  and  the  dirt,  which  covered  his 

He  was  immediately  seized  and  carried  back 
into  the  said  dungeon ; where,  through  the  cold,, 
and  the  restraint,  and  for  want  of  food,  he.lost 
his  senses,  languished,  and  perished.  • I 

Notwithstanding  the  miserable  condition  of  . • 
this  man,  and  the  applicaiions,  which  were1' 
made  to  Mr.  Huggins^the  then  warden  who  saw  - . 
this  miserable  object  lying  naked  in  the  said 
dungeon,  and  unable  to  speak,  but  lifting  up  . 
his  eyes  to  Mr.  Huggins,  the  said  Huggins  had 
no  compassion  on  him,  but  caused  the  door  to:, 
he  close  locked  upon  him.  :••'•]  I 

Oliver  Reed,  another  prisoner  in  tbeFleet.pri-si 
son,  was  loaded  with  irons  by  the  directions  of  . > 
Mr.  Huggins;  who  confessed  to  tbe  Committee,, 
that  he  sent  for  the  fetters  and  manacles  from 
Newgate,  and  ordered  them  to  be  put  on  the 
hands  and  legs  of  this  unfortunate  debtor,  who 
in  October  last  was  put  into  another  dungeon 
(and  was  continued  there,  till  your  Committee  J 
went  to  view  the  gaol)  where  he  was  forced  to 
lie  on  a small  bed,  wiih  chains  of  forty,  pounds 
weight,  which  even  Bamhridge  thought  too 
heavy,  and  applied  to  Huggins  for  lighter. 
Reed  had  nothing  but  a thin  ragged  blanket,  to 
cover  his  naked  body,  in  the  most  piercing  i 
weather  of  the  last  Hard  winter ; and  within 
three  yards  of  him  was  a window,  treble  barred, 
without  glass  or  shutter;  under  which'window 
was  a heap  of  the  most  noisome  offals,  to  feed 
the  dogs,  there  kennelled : and  the  place  was 
the  more  unwholesome,  because  of  a necessary 
house  t^e  ^^rown^thp  stench  whereof 
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was  so  intolerable,  that  your  Committee  could  pliance  with  the  lady’s  great  charity,  and  in  re- 
not  continue  in  the  room  six  minutes  to  ex-  gnrd  to  the  poor  prisoners,  consented  to  accept 
auiine  this  unhappy  person,  whose  great  suf-  the  three  guineas  for  each  prisoner,  in  full  dib- 
feriugs  under  the  warden’s  crael  usage  of  him  charge  of  all  demands,  assuring  the  said  gctt- 
were  far  greater  than- your  Committee  can  ex-  tlemun,  that  they  should  he  discharged  on  that 
press.  condition.  Whereupon  he  pa'ttl  Bumbridge, 

It  appears  also  to  the  Committer,  that  the  in  the  presence  Of  the  said  twelve  prisoners, 
said  Mr.  Hoggins  hath,  in  combination  with  thirty-six  guineas  fur  their  discharge;  hut,  ns 
Hiclmrd  Bishop  (his  tipstaff)  consented  to  let  soon  as  the  gentleman’s  hack  tins  turiied, 
out  several  prisoners  (whom  they  cull  by  a cant  Bnmbridgeinsisted  on  all  his  former  demands 
name  pidgeons)  to  go  into  foreign  parts,  as  to  the  foil,  and  would  not  suffer  them  to  “it  Oilt 
well  as  into  several  distant  trading  counties  at  of  prison,  till  they  had  given  him  notclj  for 
home,  and  furnished  them  with  a sham  credit,  what  exceeded  the  three  guineas, 
to  buy  goods;  which  being  consigned  to  the  Mr.  Fitz-Sinmumds,  one  of  these  pri*oners, 
said  Bishop,  lie  took  out  commissions  of  bank-  wns  forced  to  sign  a note,  drawn  by  Bumbridge 
ruptcy  against  the  persons,  so  let  out  of  prison,  himself,  payable  to  William  Pindnr  (one  of  his 
and  fraudulently  employed,  as  aforesaid,  and  accomplices)  or  order,  for  ill.  10s.  nod  the 
thereby  cheated  the  creditors,  who  dealt  with  other  eleven  of  the  said  prisouers  were  forced  to 
them,  of  their  goods,  to  n verv  considerable  do  in  the  same  manner. 

value;  and  that  a waggon  load  of  scarlet  cloth  It  also  appears  to  the  Committee,  that  the 
was  brought  away  from  the  owner,  on  such  first  bringing  soldiers  to  the  Fleet  prison,  to 
false  credit ; but  the  owner,  pursuing  it,  seized  putin  fear,  and  to  insult,  the  poor  Debtors, 
die  cloth,  as  they  were  unloading  it,  upon  Lud-  wns  in  the  time  when  Mr.  Huggins  was 
gate  Hill,  Warden. 

Aud  farther  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  Injustice  to  his  Majesty's  revenue,  the  Com- 
thm.  during  the  said  Mr.  Huggins’s  wardenship,  mittee  think  it  their  indispensable  duty  to  lay 
several  writs  of  ‘ Habeas  Corpus  nd  testificmi-  before  the  House  one  particular  transnetiort  of 
dam,'  were  surreptitiously  taken  out  by  his  di-  Mr.  Huggins  with  Mr.  Thomas  Perrin,  of  Lon- 
rectioit,  to  protect  prisoners,  « ho  desired  to  go  don,  merchant,  debtor  to  the  crown  in  several 
to  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  on  pretence  of  giv-  bonds  to  the  amount  of  42,057/.  wherewith  he 
ing  evidence  at  some  trial,  or  at  some  assizes;  was  charged  in  the  Fleet  prison,  and  was  per- 
for  which  liberty  Huggins  received  large  sums  mitted  to  escape  from  thence  by  Mr.  Huggins, 
of  money ; nnd  even  those  writs  have  Imd  when  Warden.  The  Committee  having  come 
blanks  left  in  them,  to  insert  a pretended  cause,  to  a more  particular  knowledge  of  this  affair 
and,  to  avoid  suspicion  of  such  Writs  being  by  the  papers,  which  the  said  Pc-rrin  sent 
collusire,  Huggins,  by  a letter  under  his  own  over  from  Holland  to  the  treasury  here, 
hand,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee,  ns  his  case,  the  Committee  crave  leave  to 
pretended  to  caution  his  servants  not  to  he  subjoin  the  same,  by  way  of  Appendix  to  this 
concerned  in  taking  nut  such  Writs  : and  by  Report ; with  ibis  observation,  that  at  thetime, 
the  said  letter  it  fully  appears,  that  this  wicked  when  Mr.  Huggins  was  examined  before  the 
practice  was  lor  lucre  only  ; and  such  liherty,  Committee  touching  this  escape,  he  acquainted 
thus  given,  wns  to  prisoners  committed  for  very  them,  that  lie  had  got  a quietus  for  the  same  in 
large  sums.  the  late  King’s  reign,  mid  also,  that  the  com- 

?our  Committee,  notwithstanding  their  dili-  missioners  of  the  customs  having  pm  up  to  sale 
gence  and  zeal  in  the  premises,  have  not  been  Perrin's  security  to  the  crown,  he  (Huggins) 
able  to  come  at  a true  account  of  the  charities,  bought  in  the  said  debt  of  42,057/.  for  about 
given  for  relief  of  the  poor  prisoners  in  tile  2000/. 

Fleet  prison;  but  your  Committee  have  no  , The  Committee  think  it  proper  to  lay  before 
reason  to  believe,  there  is  in  that  particular  j the  House  the  case  of  sir  Wm.  Rich,  baronet, 
less  iniquity  in  the  warden’s  management,  than  j a prisoner  for  debt  in  the  Fleet  prison  ; viz. 
in  the  other  practices,  whereof  the  following  It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  sir  Wra, 
may  serve  os  an  instance  : lieutenant  Robert  l Rich  removed  himself  by  Habeas  Corpus  from 
Fitz  Simmonds,  being  discharged  by  the  plain-  Newgate  (where  he  lay  for  debt)  to  the  Fleet 
till’s  executors  on  the  12th  of  April,  1728.  lay  | prison  ; hut,  instead  of  being  admitted  (as  lie 
then  in  prison  for  his  fees  only;  about  which  | desired)  into  lliat  prison  ; he  was  carried  to, 
time  a gentleman  came  to  the  Fleet  prison  I and  confined  at,  Corbett's  Spunging-house  for 
from  an  unknown  Indy,  to  discharge  all  such  ! a fortnight,  at  very  great  erpences ; and,  though' 
prisoners,  as  remained  there  for  fees  only,  pro-  I he  often  applied  tobeput  into  the  prison,  it 
vided  the  same  exceeded  not  the  sum  of  tnree  | was  refused,  unless  lie  would  pay  5/.  to  the 
guineas  each,  or  that  the  wurden  would  His-  ] warden  as  a commitment  fee,  aud  also  lOi.  per 
charge  such  prisoners  of  all  fees  and  demands  j week  for  his  lodgings,  which  exorbitant  demands 
for  that  sum.  Upon  which  Mr.  Thomas  Bam-  ' he  was  obliged  to  comply  with,  not  heing  able 
bridge  (then  Warden)  sent  for  twelve  prisoners,  to  support  and  pay  the  heavier  extortions  of 
and  gave  the  said  gentleman  a list  of  their  the  said  Spunging-house. 
names,  with  his  foil  demands  on  them  seve-  In  about  ten  weeks  after  sir  William’s  re- 
raUy,  which  were  considerably  rnore  than  three  moral;  Mr.  Bambridge  became  deputy  warden  ; 
guineas  »ett^:ilHPWi^^^li»n5Jffiitiib«r  at 


747]  TARL.  HISTORY,  2 George  II.  1720. — Second  Report  respecting  [749 


a less  rent,  which  he  obtained,  at  3s.  fid.  per 
week,  on  payment  of  four  guineas.  After  sir 
William  had  been  in  this  new  chamber  about 
three  weeks,  William  Pindar,  the  chamberlain, 
came  to  him,  and  demanded  the  rent  of  3s.  6 d. 
per  week,  which  was  paid  ; but  sir  William  not 
being  able  to  pay  all  tbo  arrears  of  the  great 
rent,  due  for  the  former  chamber,  a message 
came  from  Mr.  Cambridge,  that  lie  wanted  him 
iu  the  lodge  ; but  sir  William  conceiving,  it 
was  the  part  of  Mr.  Bambridge  to  come  to 
him,  if  he  had  business,  answered  to  that  effect; 
thereupon  James  Barnes,  Corbett,  and  others 
armed  with  pikes,  and  halberts,  required  sir 
William  to  go  and  wait  upon  Mr.  Bambridge ; 
but  Bambridge,  immediately  following  his 
said  messengers,  met  sir  William  upon  the 
stairs,  seized  him  by  the  collar,  and,  the  rest  of 
Cambridge's  followers  assisting,  dragged  sir 
William  into  the  lodge,  and  soon  after  procured 
him  to  be  removed  by  Habeas  Corpus  to  the 
King's  Bench  prison ; where  he  remained  twelve 
months  and  was  afterwards  brought  back  to  the 
Fleet  prison,  by  another  Habeas  Corpus,  and 
carried  again,  to  Corbett's  Spunging-bouse,  in 
order  to  extort  a farther  5 1.  as  a baronet’s  fee, 
for  his  commitment,  though  sir  William  offered 
to  pay  the  fee,  settled  by  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas,  of  21. 4s.  8 d. 

After  ten  weeks  stay  at  Corbett’s,  sir  Wil- 
liam, late  at  night,  was  ordered  into  the  prison, 
and  by  the  consent  of  one  of  the  prisoners  on 
the  master’s  side,  went  into  his  room  ; where 
his  the  saiil  prisoner  permitted  him  to  have  part 
(if  bed,  anfl,  desiring  his  stay,  said,  he  would 
raise  money  to  pay  the  warden. 

Soon  after  this  the  said  Barnes  came  into  the 
room,  to  turn  sir  William  out  by  force ; and 
the  reason  being  asked,  Barnes  answered  short- 
ly, he  would  not  stand  arguing  with  him  ; and 
then  put  a red  hot  poker  to  sir  William’s  breast 
and  swore,  if  he  did  not  pay  the  money, 
or  go  down  immediately,  he  would  run  the 
poker  into  his  body. 

Then  came  iu  two  men,  like  ruffians,  armed 
with  mu  kets,  and  bayonets  fixed  on  them,  and 
forcing  the  standel-s-by  out  of  the  room,  Barnes 
run  at  sir  William  with  the  said  red  hot  poker, 
which  sir  William  having  the  good  luck  to  put 
by,  Barnes,  on  that  disappointment,  ordered  the 
sbid  ruffians  to  fire  on  him ; but  being  told  by 
another,  that,  if  they  killed  him,  they  would  be 
haiiged,  they  desisted  to  fire ; and  Barnes 
being  afterwards  put  out  of  the  room  by 
of  the  prisoners,  who  came  to  protect  sir 
liam  from  the  said  danger,  sir  William 
quietly  down  into  the  ward  on  the  comcfion 
side,  called  Julius  C»sar’s  ward  ; and  the  next 
Htbfninguptending  to  go  again  to  the  Master’s 
side,  and  being  opposed  by  a centinel  placed 
by  Baipbriilge,  he  returned,  and  went  into  a 
room  on  the  common  side,  and  Staid  by  the 
fire;  'and  a cobler  being  tbefe  at  work, 
William  borrowed  a knife,  to  cut  n piece 
loose  . leather  from  his  shoe  ; which  being  done, 
be  laid  do  wn  the  knife  upon  the  table. 

BamMSP,  Spd.John  Xv^ej!  J 


and  several  Others  (his  accomplices)  from  New- 
gate, |ome  with  muskets,  and  bayonets  fixed  on 
them,  rushing  together  into  the  room  to  sir 
William,  Bambridge  haughtily  demanded  of 
him,  bow  he  durst  use  his  servants  ill ; and 
instantly,  without  staying  for  any  answer 
struck  sir  William  with  a stick,  thicker  than  his 
wrist;  hut  in  some  measure  sir  William  put  by 
the  blow,  and  in  his  surprize  caught  up,  and 
struck  Bambridge  with  the  said  knife,  which 
Jay  on  the  table  near  him,  Bambridge  order- 
ing his  men  to  fire,  one  of  them  snapt  his  fire- 
lock at  sir  William,  and  Corbett  made  a stroke 
m with  a hanger,  which  stroke-one  Lailg. 
ley  happened  to  receive,  it  gave  him  a great 
wound  in  his  head  through  his  hat  and  wig. 

Immediately  after  this  sir  William  was  load- 
ed with  heavy  irons,  and  put  into  the  dungeon 
on  the  common  side  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
was  then  removed  to  the  dungeon  on  the  mas- 
ter’s side ; in  which  deplorable  situation,  in  the 
last  hard  winter,  lie  remained  ten  days,  and 
could  have  no  fire,  but  charcoal,  which  (there 
being  no  fire  place)  the  closeness  of  the  dungeon 
and  the  fear  of  being  suffocated,  rendered 
more  dangerous,  and  intolerable,  than  the  se- 
verity of  the  weather. 

Sir  William  applying  to  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  redress,  a rule  was  made  for  his  re- 
moval, and  lighter  irons,  Bambridge  being 
wounded.  Sir  William  was  accordingly  re- 
moved, b,ut  the  heavy  irons  were  kept  on  him ; 
and  in  that  condition  he  suffered,  until  the  com- 
mittee visited  the  prison,  having  been  forced  to 
lie  in  liis  cloaths  fora  month  before,  by  reason 
of  the  said  irons. 

One  application  to  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  redress  cost  sir  William  14/. 

The  expence  of  the  meanest  prisoner,  onithe 
first  motion  to  the  said  court  for  redress,  is,  as 
followed) ; viz. 


An  Attorney,  to  take  instructions  for 
drawing  ibe  Affidavit  - 
For  drawing,  according  to  die  lengdi 
Stamps  - 

To  the  Judge's  Clerk  to  take  the 
Affidavit  r 

To  Counsel,  to  move  - 
To  the  Prothonotary  for  the  Rule, 
which  is  generally  nisi 
Copy,  and  Service  on  the  warden  - 
The  Attorney’s  Attendance  in  Court 
The  Counsel’s  Second  Fee,  when  the 
Warden  shews  Cause 
The  Attorney’s  Attendance  - 
To  the  Prothonotary,  for  the  second 

Rule 

Copy,  and  -Service 


2 IS  '1 


TheJDommittee  in  their -former  Report  (re- 
lating,to, the  Fleet  prison)  spoke  only  in  gene- 
ral of  exorbitant  fees,  paid  at-tlie  entry  of  pri- 
soners into.that  prison ; but  having  since  oh- 
wtideS’  P“' 
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on  that  head,  the  Committee  have  thought  it 
proper  to  lay.  the  same  before  the  House ; 

John  Dudley  paid  at  his  entrance  into  the 


For  four  surrenders  at  the  judge's 
chambers  to  his  clerks  - - 9 It  C 

To  the  tipstaff  - 0 2 0 

To  the  warden  - - - - 16  12  0 

Taking  up  his  security  bond  upon  his 
surrender  - --  --  660 

Turning  him  iuto  the  house  and  for 
liberty  again  severed  times  - 10  10  0 

45  1 6 


Samuel  Siddale  paid, 
for  three  surrenders  at  the  Judge's 
Chambers  - - - - - 380 

To  the  tipstaff  - - - - - 0 10  6 

Three  commitment  fees  to  Corbett, 
the  tipstaff,  who  would  not  admit 
him  into  prison,  until  paid  - 6 10  0 

To  the  cluimherlaia  - - - 0 3 0 

To  the  turnkey  ----020 


10  13  6 

Walter  Newbury  paid. 

Fees  at  the  judge’s  chambers,  on  five 
actions  - - - - - - 7 12  10 

To  the  warden  - - - - -11  40 

To  the  turnkey  -----026 
To  the  steward  or  chamberlain  - 0 5 0 

19  4 4 


The  former  Report  of  the  Committee,  relat- 
ing to  the  said  FleetPrison,  having  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  directions 
having  been  given  thereupon,  the  Committee 
propose  nothing  further  at  present  to  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  said  Prison  in  pnr- 

The  Appendix. 

Perrin’s  Case, 

As  it  relates  to  John  Huggins,  esq.  Warden  of 
the- Fleet. 

That  in  Easter  term,  1714,  John  Huggins, 
esq.  warden  of  the  Fleet,  for  a sum  of  money 
and  upon  n security  bond,  wherein  the  said 
Thomas  Perrin,  together  with  Benjamin  Ro- 
oinson,  and  three  other  persons,  ashis  securi- 
ties, were  bound  for  his  lodging  without  the 
*aid  Prison,  permitted  him  the  liberty  afore- 

That  the  said  sureties  were  persons  of  no 
account,  or  substance;  That  the  said  Perrin, 
with  the  privity,  and  express  consent,  of  the  i 
•aid  Huggius,  went  often  at  large,  out  of  the 
rules,  without  any  day  rule,  or  lawful  licence  1 


Perrin  went  over  to  Holland,  hating  first  em- 
ployed the  said  warden  to  solicit  a matter,  thea 
depending  before  the  commissioners  of  the 
customs,  upon  a reference  on  a petition  of  the 
said  Perrin,  praying,  that  his  case  might  ba 
considered  with  relation  to  the  said  debts,  and 
have  his  liberty,  on  giving  security  to  return 
prison,  when  required. 

That  the  warden  undertook  the  care  and  ne- 
gotiation of  the  said  business,  and  the  better. to 
carry  on  the  same,  corresponded  with  the  Said 
Perrin,  when  in  Holland ; who  on  that  account, 
and  lur  his  liberty,  remitted,  by  bills,  and  other- 
wise, considerable  sums  of  money,  which  the 
warden  received. 

That  afterwards  the  said  warden,  feeing  a 
roseculion  for  the  escape,  sent  over  Air.  lto- 
inson  into  Holland,  to  remind  Perrin  of  his 
promise  to  return  to  the  said  prison  of  tint 
Fleet  before  the  next  term,  promising  him  (the 
said  Perrin)  by  letters,  and  upon  oath  before  a 
master  in  chancery,  that  he  (the  warden)  would 
not  seize  his  person  in  the  mean  lime,  and  that, 
whatever  the  suid  Robinson  undertook  for  him 
(the  warden)  touching  the  case  and  favour  of 
Perrin,  he  (the  said  Robinson)  should  see  faith- 
fully performed. 

That,  in  pursuance  thereof,  it  was  agreed  be- 
tween the  snid  Robinson  and  Huggins,  Perrin 
should  have  liberty  to  transact  his  affairs  at 
large,  so  as  he  returned  to  prison  before  next 
term ; and,  for  his  security  in  that  behalf,  the 
warden  offered  to  trust  Perrin  intirely,  not 
doubting  PerrinVhonour ; mid  gives,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  this  reason;  viz.  that  Perfin  came 
once  before  from  Holland,  to  surrender  him- 
self, to  save  his  bail. 

Whereupon  Perrin  came  back  to  Londou 
without  nny  seizure,  recaption,  restraint  or 
molestation,  of  his  person ; and,  for  liis  security 
on  that  behalf,  the  warden  offered,  and  did. 
give,  Perrin  a general  release ; and  by  this 
deed,  hearing  date  20th  October,  17J4,  re- 
leased to  Perrin  all  and  all  manner  of  actions, 
cause  and  causes  of  action,  suits,  bills,  bonds, 
writings  obligatory,  debts,  dues,  duties,  ac- 
counts, sum  and  sums  of  money,  judgments, 
executions,  extents,  qunrrels,  controversies,  tres- 
passes, damages,  and  demands,  whatsoever. 

That  on  the  22d  of  October,  1714,  Perrin  re- 
turned to  the  rules  of  the  Prison,  goes  under 
the  key,  to  save  the  warden,  as  if  in  execution 
for  the' said  debts,  and  for  the  pretended  da- 
mages by  means  of  the  said  escape  into  HoU 
land,  although  that  was  all  settled  betwixt 
Perrin  and  the  warden,,  and  bis  right  of  sei- 
zure and  recaption  released  also. 

That  Perrin  remained  in  the  Fleet  .until  on 
or  about  the  2d  of  April.  1716;  but  some 
short  time  before  consults  the  warden  about  a 
new-intended  voyage  to  Holland,  in  order  to 
raise  more  money  for  the  said  warden,  by  ap- 
plying to  Messieurs  Senserf  and  son,  his  old 
correspondents,  and  by  endeavouring  to  fall 
into  business,  to  exercise  his  industry,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  wardeu;  which  he  so  effectually 
iWtiltbe  said 
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Huggins,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's  in  the 
fields,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  esq.  have 
remised,  released,  and  for  ever  quit  claim,  unto 
Thomas  Perrin,  of  London,  merchant,  his 
heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  all  and  all 
manner  of  actions,  cause  and  causes  of  ac- 
tions, suits,  bills,  bonds,  writings  obigatory, 
debts,  dues,  duties,  accompts,  sum  or  sums  of  a 
money,  judgments,  executions,  extents,  quar- 
rels, controversies,  trespasses,  damages,  and 
J ' ' ' both  in  law  and  ei 
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warden  near  1,0004  which  came  safe  to  the 
warden's  hands. 

That  Huggins,  to  prevent  his  being  sued,  as 
he  pretended,  immediately  proposed  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  customs,  that  they  would 
he  pleased  to  say,  that  the  crown  had  gained 
1,000/.  morq,  than  if  Perrin  had  not  escaped; 
and,  after  he  hnd  prevailed  with  the  solicitor 
ao  to  do,  they  drew  up  a report,  and  trans- 
mitted it  to  the  treasury,  signed  by  thecotnmis- 
•ionersof  (lie  customs. 

The  Affidavit,  mentioned  in  the  said  Case. 

John  Huggins,  Warden  of  the  Fleet,  maketh 
oath,  that  Thomas  Perrin  of  London,  mer- 
chant, shall  peaceably  and  quietly,  without 
interruption  or  molestation,  hold  and  enjoy  to 
himself  the  liberty  of  the  rules  of  the  Prison 
of  die  Fleet,  without  any  future  charge  what- 
soever; and  this  deponent  will  not  permit  or 
suffer  the  said  Thomas  Perrin,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatsoever  (against  his  will)  to  be  con- 
fined within  the  walls  of  the  said  Prison ; nor 
shall  the  said  Thomas  Perrin  be  removed  to 
any  other  Prison  by  or  through  the  means  or 
procurement  of  this  deponent,  by  Habeas  Cor- 
pus, or  otherwise,  to  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Prison  or  Prisons,  placd  or  places  of  confine- 
ment, so  far  as  to  the  utmost  of  his,  this  depo- 
nent’s, power  can  be  prevented ; and  in  case  a 
Habeas  Corpus  be  brought  to  effect,  so  as  that 
the  said  Thomas  Perrin  should  be  removed, 
he,  this  deponent,  will  use  his  utmost  endea- 
vours to  bring  him  back  to  the  rules  of  the 
Fleet,  that  he  may  eujoy  the  liberty  aforesaid, 
or  to  procure  for  him  the  liberty  of  the  rules, 
at  this  deponent's  own  proper  charge  and  ex- 
pence, and  so  to  be  continued  to  him  under 
Moses  Cooke,  esq.  the  present  Marshal,  or  any 
other  marshal,  so  long  as  the  said  Thomas 
Perrin  shall  continue  to  be  a prisouer;  so  as 
xhat  he  may,  either  at  the  King's  bench  or 
Fleet  Prisons,  enjoy  the  liberty  proposed,  not- 
withstanding any  action  or  actions,  judgment 
qrjudgmeats,  declaration  or  declaration,  extent 
or  extents,  by  means  of  his  late  or  present 
misfortuues,  or  any  tiling,  that  may  or  shall 
happen  to  or  arise  there  from ; and  that,  in 
case  this  deponent  should  sell,  assign,  or  set 
over,  the  wardenship  or  property  in  the  Fleet, 
that  then,  and  in  such  case,  he,  this  deponent, 
will,  at  his  own  cost,;  use  his  endeavour,  so  that 
he  shall  enjoy  the  liberty  aforesaid  and  upon 
his  single  security ; and  that  he  shall  have  day 
rules,  to  transact  his  affairs  in  term  time,  as 
often  as  his  occasions  require,  without  any  ex- 
peuce  to  him,  the  said  Thomas  Perrin  ; and,  in 
case  of  his  consenting  to  he  within  the  walls 
of  the  prison, shall  be  let  into  the  rnles  again, 
whenever  he  shall  require  the  same  by  writing 
to  Mr.  Samuel  Blunt,  or  any  other  person,  im- 
mediately.— John  Huggins. — Jurat.  22  Oc- 
tober, 1710,  coram  Will.  Rogebs. 

Copy  of  his  General  Release,  upon  Stamp 
Paper,  in  form,  as  followetb;  viz. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that,  I,  John 


otherwise  howsoever,  which  against  the  said 
Thomas  Perrin  I ever  had,  and  which  I,  my 
heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  shall  or  I 
may  have,  claim,  challenge,  or  demand,  for,  or 
by  reason  or  means  of,  any  matter,  cause,  or  ( 
thing,  whatsoever,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  unto  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  pre- 
sents. In  witness  whereof  I hove  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal  the  20lh  day  of  October,  in 
the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord 
George,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  1 
France,  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the 
faith,  &c.  a.  d.  1714. — John  Huggins — 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  Sam. 
Blunt,  Benja.  Robinson. 

The  First  Resolution  being  read  a second 

“ Resolved,  That  the  House  doth  agree 
“ with  the  Committee,  in  the  said  Resolution, 

“ That  William  Acton,  clerk  of  the  prison  of  | 
“ the  Marsha Isea,  and  Farmer  of  the  same  , 
“ gaol,  and  the  profits  thereof,  by  lease  from  , 
“ Mr.  John  Darby,  the  keeper  of  the  said 
“ prison,  hath  been  guilty,  of  many  high  crimes 
“ and  misdemeanors  in  the  execution  of  his  j 
“ office,  and  hath  arbitrarily  and  unlawfully  J 
“ loaded  with  irons,  tortured,  and  destroyed,  in  I 
“the  most 'inhuman,  cruel,  and  barbarous  ' 
“ manner,  prisoners  for  debt  under  his  care,  in 
“ high  violation  and  contempt  of  the  laws  of  I 
“ this  kingdom.” 

The  Second  Resolution  being  read  a Second  I 
time  ; 

“ Resolved,  That  the  House  doth  agree 
“ with  the  Committee,  in  the  said  Resolution, 

“ That  the  charities,  given  by  well  disposed 
“ persons,  lor  the  relief  and  sustenance  of  the 
“ poor  debtors,  confined  in  the  said  prison  of 
“ the  Marsbalsea,  are  notoriously  and  scan- 
“ dalously  misapplied  ; and  that  the  keeper  of  ! 
“ the  said  prison,  and  his  dependents,  and  j 
“ agents;  instead  of  distributing  the  said  eba* 

“ rities  to  the  said  poor  debtors,  have  most 
“ unjustifiably  possessed  themselves  thereof  | 
“ and  w ickedly  perverted  the  same  to  their 
“ own  uses,  to  the  great  fraud  and  oppression  , j 
“ of  the  said  poor  prisoners  in  general,  and  to 
“ the  starving  of  many,  who  have  perished  in  I 
“ the  suid  prison,  for  want  thereof.” 

The  last  Resolution  being  read  a second  I 
time  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  House  doth  agree  w ith 
“ the  Committee,  in  the  said  Resolution, 

“ That  Mr.  John  Darby  keeper  of  the  said  pri- 
“ son  of  the  Marshalsea,  having,  contrary  to, 
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t^antf  in  d'cfi^hcetif,  tht£;  laWvlet^tofiirra'  hit 
":IA5d  gaol;  Vim!  office.' ffn'd;tfl£hfl^tSJh'«el)F,' 
"'into  "the  5afd:Mrilliaiii  Actbii;?  Sti<P1ia^T)g! 
“irmly  nojlocicii  his-fluty.  m not  •uriwentirij: 
“ or  remedying,  the  SaiH  nltjufnnttirrCs;  ^fitfe'l- 
*»  'ties,  frauds,  and  ntt&5,'ikJ^ii!iy'bF,arhig}i 
“misdemeanor  iff  his  Aflicc/'and  ^''notoribtis 
“ breach  ofhk  rrust^  in'contempt  ;nf,'lhe-|nnr 


he  presented  to  his  M :tj  e sty ,tha t h cVill  h e gra- 
ciously pleased  to  direct  his  attorney  general 
forthwith  to  prosecute,  in'  the  most  effectual 
manner,  the  snid  William  Acton  and  John 
Darby,  for  their  said  crimes  and  juisdemean-  ’ 

Tite  Bill  against  Baaibridgc,  the  Warden  of 
the  Fleet.]  May  5.  The  Judges,  according  to 
order,  delivered  a Bill  prepared  by  them,  upon  ' 
tire  debate  of  the  House  of  Lords,  mtitled,  An 
Act  to  disable  Thomas  Bambridge,  esq.  to  bold 
or  execute  tire  office  of  Warden  of  the  prison  of 
die  Fleet,  nnd  to  impower  his  Majesty,  his 
bciri  and  successors,  during  the  life  of  the  said 
Thomas  Bambridge,  to  grant  tho-said  office  to 
such  person  or  persons  us  he  shall  think  fit. 
And  the  same  was  read  the  first  time,  Then  it 
being  moved,  Thut  the  Bill  he  now  read  a 
second  time,  the  same  was  objected  to. 

Protest  against  reading  it  lake  in  one  Buy.] 
After  debate,  the  question  was  put,  whether 
this  Bill  shall  be  now  read  a second  lime  ? And 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “Because  the  reading  any  Bill,  twice  the 
same  day  is  against  the  standing  orders  of  this 
House,  which  ought  not  to  be  broke  but  in 
cases  of  the  utmost  necessity,  and  even  in 
those  cases  ought  first  to  be  considered  in  a full 
House;  or  else  absent  lords,  as  well  as  the 
parties  concerned  in  Bills,  may  be  surprised. 

3.  “ Because  we  do  not  conceive  rhat  there 
was  the  least  necessity  or  occasion  for  reading 
this  bill  twice  in  one  day. 

3.  “ Because  we  are  "apprehensive,  this  mny 
be  brought  as  a,  precedent  hereafter  to  proceed 
in  too  hasty  a wav,  to  pass.  hjUIs^ ...sjjiicli  divest 
men  of  their  properties^  anti  lay  ' lngijphcities 
Upon  them  during  life.  (Stymied)  Warrington, 
Strafford,  Havershum,  Coventry.'’ 

Amendments  made;  by  ih'e.LorA^  /o' the  Bill 
against  Bribery  and  CorrUptioik]  Miry  fi. 
The  Lords  sent  hack  to  ^tlie  Commons'  the 
Bill  for  the  more  .effecUpri'  prgvfntiiigBribery 
and  Corruption  in  the  elections  of  members, 
with  some  Amendments,  contained'  in  the  two’ 
following  clauses,  viz. 

‘ Be  it  Enacted,  ‘ That  sue®  Votes  shall  be 
'deemed  to  be  legal,  which  have: been  so' de- 
‘ dared  by  tholast  determination,  in  tlie  Jiou^e 
'of Commons,  which  last  determination  con- 
‘ eerning  any  county,  shire,  .city,  borough, 
* cinque- porljrOitepIiBMyahhJIti‘b8 


^ teftfc  afftf  purposes  whatsoever,  any  usage  to 
' the  contrary  notwithstanding.  " 

,jp  %ny  y,ersorr  who  hath  or  claim- 
’detb’tffhh'vfci’Pr  hereafter  shall  have,  or  claim 
Mohave,  any  right  to  vote  in  miysnch  elect  ion, 
‘ shall  from  ntld  ufter  the  34th  day  Of  Juiie, 
''iTWj  asfc,:  reccl*e,’or  taka  any  money,  or 
1 other  reward;  byway  of  gift,  loan,  or  other 
‘ device,  or 'agree,  orctmtract  for  any  money, 
■‘gift,  Afficfcj  employment,  or  other  rewfi-d 
‘ whatsoever,  to  give  hiS  vote,  or  to'  refuse1, -’or 
‘ W forbear  to  give  his  vote,  in  any  such  election, 
‘ or  if  any  person  by  himself,  or  any  person 
' ‘r'emphiyeit'hy  him,  doth  or  sliall'hy  ony  gift  or 
‘reward,  or’ by  any  promise,  agreement,  or 
" sb'citrity  for1  atiy  gift  or  reward,  corrupt  or 
‘procure  tiny  person  or  persons  to  give  bis 
' or  their  Vote  or  votes,  in  any  such  elec- 
1 tion,  such  person  so  offending  in  any  of' the 
‘cases  aforesaid,  shall,  tor  every  such  offence 

* forfeit  the  sum  of  5 Ml.  of  lawful  rnoney-'of 
‘Great  Britain,  to  be  recovered  ns  beforedi- 
‘ rected,  together  with  foil  costs  of  suit  t1  And 
‘ every  person  oflendins  in  nr.y  of  the  Cakes 
‘ aforesaid,  from  and  after  Judgrrtcht  obtnmed 
1 against  him  in  any  stielt  action,  of  debt;  bill, 
‘ plaint  or  information,  or  summary  action, 
‘ prosecution  or  heine  tiny  otherwise  lawfully 
‘ convicted  thereof,  snail  for  ever  he  disabled 
‘ to  vote  in  nny  election  of  meddler  or  mrrri- 
‘ bets  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  also  slhdl  for 
‘ ever  he  disnhleil  to  hold,  exercise,  or  enjoy 
‘ any  office  or  franchise  to  which  lie,  'mid  they 
‘ then  shall,  or  at  anv  time  afterwards,  may  be 
‘ intitled  as  a member  of  any  city,  borough, 

* town  corporate,  or  cinque  port,  as  if  such 
‘ person  wns. naturally  dead.’ 

Debate  in  the  Cnrrmnns  on  the  Amendments 
made  to  the  Bribrry^Bill  by  the  Lords.*]  May 

* “ The  great  success,  -With  which  the  Admi- 
nistration carried  every  interesting  question, 
did  riot  fat!  to  open  the  mouths  oftheir  enefnics, 
who  imputed 'it  to  the  force  Of  corruption  only. 
This  outcry,  however  destitute  of  foundation, 
became  nt  last  torvgenernl  to  he  longer  with- 
stood, and  the  Opposition  resolved  to  avail  tbem- 
selres  of  it.  For  that  purpose  n hill  was 
brought  iit  by  Mr.  afterwards  sir  Watkins  Wil- 
liams Wynn,  for  the  more  effectual  prevent- 
ing bribery  and  corruption  in  parliamentary 
elections.  As  nothing  codld  have-  a more  un- 
exceptionable title  than  this'  bill,  the  party 
tbouglit  thnt  if  the  court  should-  venture  to  put 
a negative'tipbn  it,  it  would  raise  an  irresistible 
outcry  against  them,  atid  that,  if  it  was  suffered 
to  pass,  it  would,  in  fact,  diminish  the  influence 
of  the  minister;  He  was  toff  wise  to.  give  coun- 
tenance to 'any  opposition  to  so  plattsihla  a 
bill,  and  it  had’  a very*  quick  passage' through 
the  House:  and  when  it  came  into  the  House 
of  Peers,  they  thijoght  proper  to  raise- tbe  -pe- 
naity  upon  a. corrupt  voter,, patty  or  ageitc,  in 
nn  "election  for  a member  of  patlianu  nt,  from 
5p/,to  500/.  nnd  the  person  so  convicted,  is  to 
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7.  The  Commons  linving  taken  these  Amend- 
ments into'  consideration,  some  of  the  courtiers 
represented,  That  the  Lords  making  altera- 
tions in  a bill  of  this  nature  was  an  encroach- 
meni  upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  who  were  the  sole  judges  of  the 
merits  of  the  elections  of  their  owu  members. 
To  this 

Mr.  William  Pulteney  answered,  That  the 
freedom  of  parliament  is  essentially  necessary 
to  the  preservation  of  our  ancient  constitution  : 
and  the  freedom  of  parliamentary  elections  the 
most  rnluhble  branch  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  Englishmen,  of  which  the  Lords  are  the  pro- 
per guardians,  as  well  as  the  Commons,  both  as 
a part  of  the  legislature,  and  as  the  supreme 
court  of  the  kingdom : that  the  freedom  of 
elections,  and  consequently  of  parliaments,  is 
the  great  bulwark  of  popular  liberty  against 1 
the  encroachments  and  oppressions  of  arbitrary 
ower  and  wicked  ministers : that  if  ever  this 
ulwark  should  be  thrown  down  by  force,  or 
undermined  by  corruption,  the  very  essence  of 
our  excellent  constitution  would  be  lost,  and 
we  should  no  longer  be  a free  people : and  i 
therefore  no  man,  who  had  any  sense  of,  or 
value  for  liberty,  could  either  think  the  penal- 
ties against  corruption  too  Bevere,or  grudge  the 
Lords  the  honour  of  having  made  the  provisions 
of  this  necessary  law  more  efficacious. 

Then  the  question  being  pht  for  agreeing  to  the 
Amendment  made  by  the  Lords,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  by  two  voices  only,  viz.  91 
to  89. 

Motion  in  the  Lords  for  supplying  the  Defi- 
ciencies in  the  Civil  List.]  May  10.  Upon 
report  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  upon  the  Bill  relating  to  the  Custom 
on  Corn  imported,  and  for  appropriating  the 


liament,  and  disqualified  from  holding  any 
officejor  franchise  as  a member  of  any  city,  bo- 
rough, town-corporate  or  cinqee-port.  The 
Lords  likewise  added  to  the  bill  the  following 
excellent  clause: 

“ ‘ That  such  votes  shall  be  deemed  to  be 

* legal,  which  have  been  so  declared  by  the 
1 last  determination  in  the  House  of  Commons, 

* which  last  determination,  concerning  any 

* county,  shire,  city,  borough,  cinque  port,  or 
1 place,  shall  be  final,  to  nil  intents  and  pur- 

* poses  whatsoever,  any  usage  to  the  contrary 
‘ notwithstanding.’ 

“ When  (he  bill  was  returned  with  those 
Amendments,  the  ministerial  party  did  not 
enter  upon  any  debate  upon  the  merits  of 
them ; but  several  gentlemen,  who  were  not 
at  all  in  the  interest  of  the  minister,  had  some 
doubts  as  to  the  peers  interfering  in  so  essen- 
tial a part  of  the  privileges  of  the  Commons. 

“ The  House  of  Commons  that  dav  happened 
to  be  hut  thin.  The  minister  made  no  point 
of  the  question  in  hnnd,  and  therefore  left  it  to 
its  own  merit;  and  the  Amendments  were 
agreed  to  by  a majority  of  no  more  than  91 
against  89.”  Tindall 

I V i met  l image  ■ <h  g it)  sed  by  the  University  < 


Supplies  granted  in  this  session  of  parliament,  J 
anil  other  purposes,  that  they  had  gone  through 
the  Bill  without  any  Amendment;  it  was 
moved,  That  the  following  Clause  be  left  out  of 
the  said  Bill,  viz. 

“ And  it  is  also  hereby  further  enacted,  That 
out.  of  all  or  any  of  the  aids  or  supplies  afore-  j 
•aid,  there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  ap.  1 
plyed,  fur  and  upon  account  of  the  arrears  of  t" 
the  several  duties  and  revenues  granted  to  his  1 
1 Majesty,  by  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  ■ 

first  year  of  his  Majesty’s  reign,  intituled,  An  1 

Act  for  the  better  Support  of  his  Majesty’s  fl 
Iloushold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  1 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  115,0001.  in  ' ' 
such  manner  and  for  such,  uses  and  purposes  | 
as  his  Majesty  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
pleased  to  direct  and  appoint.  Provided  al-  I 
wavs,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  in  case  there  shall  be  standing  out 
or  in  arrear  on  the  demise  of  his  Majesty,  whom  | 
God  long  preserve,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  ] 
for  or  on  account  of  the  said  duties  and  re-  1 
venues,  which,  together  with  what  hath  been  J 
nr  shall  be  received  out  of  the  same,  during  his  1 
Majesty’s  life,  and  together  with  the  saiil  sum  I 
of  1 15,000/.  shall  he  more  thnn  sufficient  to  I 
complete  and  satisfy  to  his  Majesty  during  'his  l 
life  to  the  yearly  sum  of  800,000 1.  per  annum  fl 
in  clear  money,  to  be  computed  from  the  25th  1 
day  of  June,  1737.  Then  and  jn  such  case,  ' 
the  said  sum  of  115,000/.  shall  be  replaced  and  ' ■ 
refunded,  by,  or  out  of,  such  sum,  or  sums  of  ] 
money  so  standing  out  or  in  arrear  as  aforesaid,  1 
as  shall  be  more  than  sufficient  to  complete  J 
the  said  yearly  sum  of  800,000/.  in  clear  I 
money  to  be  computed  as  ajoresaid,  or  so  ij 
much  thereof  as  the  monies  arising  there-  1 
by  shall  extend  to  satisfy  the  same,  and  that  ; 
the  monies  so  to  be  replaced,  or  refunded,  shall  i 
be  separated  and  kept  apart  in  his  Majesty’*  I 
Exchequer,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  pub-  l| 
lie,  and  shall  not  be  issued,  or  applied,  to  any  I 
other  use,  or  uses  thnu  such  as  shall  be  directed  J 
by  authority  of  parliament.’’ 

Protest  on  that  occasion .]  This  motion  be-  j 
ing  objected  to,  and  the  question  being  put, 
Whether  that  Clause  should  stand  part  of  the 
Bill  ? It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  by  69  j 
against  19. 

“ Dissentient' 

1.  “ Because  we  apprehend,  that  this  part  ,| 
of  the  clause  is  neither  founded  on  the  words  of  ij 
the  act  to  which  it  refers,  nor  warranted  by  any 
construction  thereof;  for  the  provision  made  . 
in  that  act  is,  ‘ That  whenever  the  prodace 
of  the  several  duties  and  revenues  thereby 
granted  appears  to  be  so  deficient,  that  within 
any  one  year  it  should  not  be  sufficient  to  an- 
swer and  satisfy  the  sum  of  800,000/.  then, 
and  not  in  any  other  case,  such  deficiency  is  to 
be  made  good  out  of  the  next  aids  in  parliament.’ 

As  this  act  therefore  provides  only  for  a real  de- 
ficiency of  the  produce,  and  not  for  any  arrear 

^et^ip^i^^e^^^ap'it.hasappearw  • 
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by  the  accounts  laid  before  this  House,  that  the 
real  produce  was  considerably  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  answer  the  sum  of 800,000/.,  we  think, 
there  can  be  no  colour  to  affirm  that  there  has 
been  any  Such  deficiency  as  the  act  can  be  sup- 
posed to  provide  for : this  appears  from  the 
words  of  the  clause,  which  directs  the  applica- 
tion of  the  sum  of  115,000/.  for  and  upon  ac- 
count of  arrears ; and  we  cannot  conceive  the 
arrears  provided  for  by.  this  clause,  and  the  de- 
ficiency described  in  the  act,  to  be  one  and  the 
same  tiling,  since,  if  they  could  be  so  understood, 
the  provision  in  the  clause  would  have  been 
made  agreeable  to  the  words  of  the  act,  which 
relate  to  a deficiency  only  ; and  it  would  be 
highly  unjust  to  his  Majesty  to  direct  the  sum 
of  115,0001.  to  be  refunded  to  the  public  at  any 
time,  or  under  any  conditions  ; for  if  there  had 
been  a real  deficiency,  the  grant  to  his  Majesty 
should  be  absolute,  and  the  sum  of  115,000/. 
would  legally  belong  to  him ; so  that  this  clauso 
either  takes  from  his  Majesty  what  we  have  no 
right  to  take,  or  it  gives  him  what,  as  we  con- 
ceive, he  has  no  right  to  claim.  As  we  cannot 
then  consider  this  sum  to  be  given  either  for  a 
real  deficiency  founded  on  the  civil-list  act,  or 
that  it  can  be  warranted  by  the  said  act  as  a 
supposed  arrear,  we  conceive  it  to  be  a new 
grant  to  bis  Majesty,  and  a new  burthen  on  the 
people,  which  does  not  appear  to  us  to  have 
been  demanded  by  the  crown,  and  consequently 
not  to  have  passed  according  to  the  forms  hi- 
therto practised  and  requisite  in  all  such  cases. 

3.  “This  clause  appears  to  us  unreasonable 
on  many  accounts ; as  there  was  no  real  defi- 
ciency at  Midsummer,  1728,  to  which  time  the 
account  is  stated,  so  neither  is  there  any  arrear 
at  the  time  when  this  new  supply  is  granted, 
but  the  whole  sum  of 800,000/.  and  considerably 
more,  was  come  into  his  Majesty’s  coffers,  and 
he  was  consequendy  in  possession  of  the  very 
money,  the  supposed  arrear  of  which  is  made 
good  to  him  by  this  clause:  thus  it  seems  to  us, 
that  the  nation  is  loaded  not  to  complete,  but 
to  augment  the  sum  designed  for  his  Majesty’s 
civil-list,  and  this  at  a time  when  the  public  debts 
are  encrcased,  when  the  taxes  are  heavily  felt 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  when  our  foreign 
trade  is  incumbered  and  diminished,  when  our 
manufactures  decay,  wheu  our  poor  daily  mul- 
tiply, and  when  many  other  national  calamities 
surround  us : these  considerations  are  in  them- 
selves very  moving,  and  we  apprehend  they  must 
appear  stronger,  when  it  shall  be  further  consi- 
dered, that  his  Majesty  would  be  so  far  from 
wanting  any  of  those  extraordinary  supplies, 
that  even  without  the  provision  in  the  Civil-List 
act,  for  making  good  deficieuces,  he  would  be 
possessed  of  n far  greater  revenue  than  king 
i,  queen  Anne,  or  even  bis  late  Majesty 


Wilha, 


enjoyed ; and  yet  his  present  Mnjosty,  then 
prince  of  Wales,  received  out  of  the  Civil-List 
revenues  during  the  reign  of  the  late  King, 
100,000/.  per  ann.  besides  the  entire  revenues 
of  tlie  principality  of  Wales,  and  the  dutchy 


3.  “ We  cannot  but  be  extremely  apprehen- 
sive of  the  many  ill  consequences  which  may 
follow  from  a grant  of  money  to  the  crown,  so 
ill  grounded  nndso  unreasonable  ns  weconceive 
this  to  be  : the  advantage  in  favour  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, established  by  the  Civil-List  Act,  is  very 
great,  since  if  the  produce  of  the  revenues  grant- 
ed and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Civil- List, 
does  not  attswer  theyenrly  sum  of  800,000/.  the 
deficiency  is  to  be  made  good  to  his  Majesty  by 
the  public  ; whereas  mi  provision  is  made  by 
which,  if  the  produce  of  these  revenues  exceeds 
the  sum  of  800,000/.  the  surplus  shall  accrue 
to  the  benefit  of  the  public  ; by  this  precedent, 
not  only  real  deficiencies  arc  to  be  made  good, 
hut  supplies  are  to  be  given  for  arrears  stauding 
out  at  the  end  of  every  year,  which  shall  come 
in  before  the  supplies  can  he  granted,  though 
the  supply  given  to  make  good  arrears  in  one 
year  will  certainly  increase  the  surplussages  in 
another:  when  we  consider  the  method  which 
1ms  obtained,  of  anticipating  the  revenues  be- 
fore they  come  into  the  exchequer,  contrary  to 
the  ancient  and  legal  practice,  when  we  reflect 
in  what  manner  these  accounts  have  been  made 
up,  and  in  what  manner  they  have  been  brought 
in,  we  cannot  but  apprehend  that  a door  is 
opened  by  this  precedent  for  laying  new  and 
excessive  charges  on  the  nation  : the  revenues 
appropriated  to  the  uses  of  his  Majesty’s  Civil- 
List  are  subject  in  their  own  nature  to  vary, 
and  even  when  there  is  no  deficiency  in  the  pro- 
duce, there  may  be  arrears  in  the  receipt ; these 
arrears  nmy  easily  be  increased  by  the  manage- 
ment of  designing  ministers,  by  private  directions 
to  receivers,  and  by  artful  methods  of  stating  ac- 
counts ; from  ail  which  we  cannot  hut  appre- 
hend, that  now  this  precedent  is  made,  we  rnuy 
have  frequent  accounts  of  arrears,  oud  u grievous 
and  even  intolerable  load  may  be  brought  on 
the  nation  in  a short  time ; aud  we  are  per- 
suaded that  his  Majesty  cun  have  no  satisfaction 
in  finding  his  court  abuund  in  wealth,  whilst  he 
may  undergo  the  mortification  of  seeing  his 
people  reduced  to  poverty ; neither  cun  we 
conceive  that  the  hitter  part  of  the  clause  is,  in 
any  degree,  an  adequate  provision  against  the 
evil  we  complain  of,  or  the  apprehensions  we 
entertain ; for  an  account  to  bemade  up  at  his 
Majesty’s  demise  will  not  prevent  the  conse- 
quences of  this  precedent  during  ln>  life  ; and 
as  we  hope  that  Ins  reign  will  be  long,  So  we 
may  be  allowed  to  (ear  that  even  during  the 
continuance  of  it,  this  extraordinary  method  of 
increasing  bis  Majesty’s  private  reveuue  (already 
very  ample)  may  prove  u source  of  general  dis- 
content, which  is  but  t'io  apt  to  produce  gene- 
ral disaffection. (Signed)  Plymouth,  Wil- 

loughby He  broke,  liower,  Boyle,  Ox- 
ford ami  Mortimer,  Northampton,  Straf- 
ford, Warrington,  Cuventry,  Bathurst, 
Litchfield,  Beaufort,  Scarsdale,  Mont- 
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Protest  against  passing  the  Clause  for  grant- 
ing 115,000/.  to  the  King.],  May  12:b.  The 
Lords  read  the  third  time  the  Bill  above  men- 
mentioned  : and  the  question  being  put,  That 
the  said  Bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because,  we  conceive,  there  will  accrue 
Jess  detriment  to  the  public,  by  rejecting  this 
Bill,  than  agreeing  to  it  with  that  part  of  the 
appropriation  clause,  which  enacts  the  sum  of 
115,000/.  to  be  given  to  bis  Majesty  for  and 
upon  account  of  arrears  in  bis  Civil  List:  since 
it  would  have  been  easy,  had  this  Bill  been  re- 
jected, to  have  provided  for  the  general  appro- 
priation of  the  several  aids  grunted  in  this  ses- 
sion of  parliament  in  some  other  manner. 

3.  “ Because  the  revenue  for  defraying  the 
expeuces  ofhis  Majesty’s  civil  government  being 
considerably  mere  ample  than  that  of  any  ofhis 
predecessors,  we  flattered  onrselves  that  the  pub- 
lic would  not  have  been  culled  upon  again  in  so 
short  a time,  to  ranke  an  addition  to  that  liberal 
provision  for  the  crown,  though  there  had  been 
some  small  deficiency  in  some  of  the  duties  ap- 
propriated to  the  service  of  it;  but  this,  in  our 
opinion,  is  so  far  from  being  the  case,  that  we 
are  firmly  persuaded,  if  Wb  had  agreed  to  this 
Bill,  with  that  part  of  the  clause,  we  should 
have  consented  to  a grant  of  a new  aid,  and  not 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  of  an  old  oue, 
since  it  seems  evident  to  us,  that  the  produce  of 
the  Civil  List  funds,  in  the  first  year  of  his 
Majesty’s  reign,  rather  exceeded  than  fell 
short  of  800,000/.  even  from  those  ac- 
counts delivered  into  cite  House,  which,  we 
believe,  will  be  universally  allowed  to  be  free 
from  any  suspicion  in  favour  of  the  people. 

3.  “ Because  wo  look  upon  this  to  be  not 
only  a grant  of  a new  aid,  but  a grant  made  in 
such  an  irregular  manner,  without  being  de- 
manded by  the  crown,  that  it  cannot  but  give 
us  some  reason  to  think,  that  however  it  may 
be  wanted  by  the  minis)  ers,  it  may  possibly  not 
be  desired  by  his  Majesty. 

4.  “ Because  the  literal  interpretation  of 
part  of  the  act  for  settling  the  Civil  List  Ueve- 
nues  on  his  Majesty,  which  war.  contended  for, 
in  order  to  justify  that  part  of  this  clause  to 
which  we  object,  seems  to  us  liuble  to  conse- 
quences very  dangerous  to  the  properties  of  all 
the  subjects,  by  putting  it  into  the  power  of 
those  who  hnve  the  management  of  the  public 
money,  to  give  the  crown  a title  to  the  arrears 
•f  the  Civil  List  Funds  (though  perhaps  left  on 

a lose  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers)  and  to  a 
iaineutary  supply  for  those  very  arrears  too. 
5.  “ Because  the  argument  which  .was  used 
for  passing  the  clause,  i'rom  the  smallness  of  the 
sum,  seems  to  us  a much  stronger  reason  why 
it  should  - not  be  asked,  than  why  it  should  be 
granted.  1 

0.  “ Because,  we  observe,  that  whenever  a 
supply  for  the  Civil-List  libs  been  asked  in  par- 
liament, it  hns  caused  great  uneasiness  in  the 
nation,  though  demanded  from  the  crown  itself, 
and  iwwsrjiisih-.i 


liable,  and  at  times  less  unseasonable  than  this, 
when,  notwithstanding  our  most  prevailing  me- 
thods of  negociation,  the  fate  of  Europe,  as  far 
as  we  are  enabled  to  judge,  is  still  in  suspcnce, 
and  we  labour  under  difficulties  that  unavoid- 
ably attend  such  n doubtful  and  undetermined 
situation  of  our  affairs  abroad;  when  the  com- 
plaints of  the  people  at  home  are  general  and 
loud,  and,  as  we  fear,  too  well  founded  on  ac- 
couot  of  their  poverty,  and  other  calamities 
with  which  they  have  been  long  afflicted;  and 
when,  for  that  reason,  it  appears  to  us  to  he  not 
only  a proper  clemency,  but  true  policy  too,  to 
avoid  giving  them  the  least  ground  to  appre- 
hend that  the  parliament,  by  laying  unnecessary 
burthens  upon  them,  may  itself  become  one  of 
their  grievances. 

7.  “ Because  this  attempt,  when  we  consider 
it  in  all  its  circumstances,  ns  far  as  appears  to 
us,  is  without  example,  and  we  dread  lest  it 
should  be  made  oue,  and  laid  bold  of  as  a pre- 
cedent hereafter;  if  ever  the  nation  should 
have  the  misfortune  to  see  a lavish,  weak  and 
rapacious  ministry,  armed  with  great  power, 
desirous  to  raise  such  extraordinary  supplies, 
more  in  reality  to  support  their  own  inconsi- 
derate and  pernicious  schemes,  than  the  honour 

and  dignity  of  the  Crown. ( Signed ) Scars- 

riale,  Plymouth,  Beaufort,  Coventry, 
Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Strafford,  Moat- 
joy,  Boyle,  Northampton,  Willoughby 
de  Broke,  Warrington,  Litchfield, 
Gower,  Bathurst." 

T/ieKing’sSpcech  at  the  CloSeof  the  Session.] 
May  14.  The  King  came  to  the  House  of 
Lords  with  the  usual  state,  and  the  Commons 
attending,  his  Majesty  gave  the  royal  assent  to 
severnl  public  and  private  Bills,  and  then  made 
a Speech  to  both  Houses,  as  follows  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ The  season  of  the  year,  and  the  dispatch 
you  have  given  to  the  public  business,  make  it 
proper  for  me  to  put  nn  end  to  this  session  of 
parliament ; which  I cannot  do  without  ex- 
pressing iny  satisfaction  at  the  just  regard  you 
nave  shewn  upon  all  all  occasions,  to  my  ho- 
nours and  to  the  true  interest  of  my  people. 

“ The  prudence  and  temper,  with  which  you 
hare  proceeded  at  this  critical  conjuncture, 
have  been  very  acceptable  to  me,  and  cannot 
fail  of  meeting  with  geuertU  approbation  : your 
several  determinations,  upon  matters  of  the 
greatest  nicety  and  importance,  have  shewn 
you  not  insensible  of  the  difficulties  we  labour 
under,  without  suffering  yourselves  to  be  trans- 
ported, and  carried  into  any  unreasonable 
warmths  and  animosities.  You  have  considered 
the  losses  of  our  merchants,  with  a becoming 
compassion  and  concern : and  received  their 
complaints  in  such  a manner,  as  will  best  con- 
duce to  the  obtaining  them  justice  and  satisfac- 
tion ; and  you  may  be  assured,  no  endeavours 
shall  be  wanting,  on  my  part,  to  answer  the  ex- 
pectations and  wishes  of  my  people. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
s.AliTbfttSupplttiSywJiu'b.iibBnbayB  granted  me, 
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and  so  effectually  raised,  in  a manner  the  least 
burtbensoine  to  my  subjects,  are  a new  proof 
of  your  zeal,  affection,  and  readiness  to  support 
me  in  (he  defence  and  protection  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  uf  my  kingdom.  It  is  a great 
satisfaction  to  me  to  observe,  (but  you  have 
been  thus  able  to  supply  the  necossary  charges 
anil  expeuces  that  have  been  unavoidably 
brought  and  continued  upon  us,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  make  a farther  progress  in  lessening 
and  reducing  the  National  Debt. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I have  already  acquainted  you,  that  it 
being  necessary  for  me  to  visit  iny  German  do- 
minions this  year,  1 have  determined  to  make 
the  Queen  legem  here,  during  my  absence; 
and  I must,  in  a particular  manner,  recom- 
mend it  to  you  all,  to  make  her  administration 
as  easy  as  possible,  by  preserving  the  peace  anil 
quiet  of  the  kingdom,  in  your  several  stations 
and  countries;  and  by  endeavouring  to  discoun- 
tenance and  restraiu  the  vile  and  seditious 
practices  of  raising  unjust  clamours,  and 
creatingdiscomcnts  in  the  minds  of  my  people." 

Then  the  Lord  Chuncellor  prorogued  the 
parliament  to  the  22ml  of  July.  It  was  after- 
wards prorogued  to  the  13lh  of  January. 

Principal  Occurrences  during  the  Re- 
cess.] All  this  time  there  was  n total  suspeuce 
of  all  negotiations  for  peace,  excepting  those 
that  were  not  ripe  enough,  to  be  owned.  The 
imperial  first  plenipotentiary  still  resided  in 
France,  in  order  to  determine  himself  accord- 
ing to  the  answer  that  was  to  come  from  Spain 
upon  the  duke  de  Bournonville's  arrival  at  the 
court  of  Madrid  ; and  cardinal  Fleury  laboured 
very  linn)  to  keep  nil  parties  in  good  humour. 
Thu  apparent  causes  which  this  year  carried  his 
Majesty  to  Germany,  were  to  compromise  some 
differences  that  had  happened  between  the  re- 
gency of  Hanover  and  his  Prussinu  majesty, 
about  a breach  of  the  cartel  subsisting  between 
those  two  powers,  by  the  Hnnoveriuns  detain- 
ing some  Prussian  subalterns  and  soldiers,  as 
they  were  passing  through  the  territories  of 
Hanover ; but  this  affair  was  made  up,  being 
referred  to  the  duke  of  Saxe  Gotha. 

Auuilicr  incident  at  this  time  happened  in 
Germany,  which  was  very  interesting  to  his 
Majesty.  The  duke  of  Mecklenberg  had  been 
deposed  by  the  emperor  and  theaulic  council, 
from  his  duchy,  for  tyranny,  cruelty,  and  other 
acisof  contumacy,  against  his  imperial  majesty, 
and  the  administration  of  that  duchy  was  con- 
ferred upon  duke  Christian  Louis.  The  late 
king,  it  seems,  together  with  the  duke  of  Wol- 
ienbuttel,  had  been  intrusted  with  the  execu- 
tion of  some  imperial  decrees  against  the  duke 
of  Mccklcinberg,  which  bad  run  them  into  ex- 
pences,  and  haring  obtained  n mortgage  upon 
that  duchy,  they  refused  to  part  with  it,  or  with 
the  chest  oi  its  revenues ; at  the  same  time  they 
hinted  to  the  duke-administrator,  that  he  ought 
to  be  cautious  bow  be  accepted  of  die  adminis- 
tration, that  had  been  conferred  upon  him. 
Though  uodnug  codld  u^mittiTeak'nHble  t!®!  ’ 


this  demand,  the  emperor  pretending  that  it 
would  render  ineffectual  the  present  adminis- 
tration of  the  duchy,  published  a rescript,  re- 
quiring the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  the  duke 
of  Wolfemhutlel  to  desist  from  their  claims,  till 
they  should  be  settled  in  an  amicable  manner. 
But  ibis  rescript  had  very  little  weight  with 
those  princes,  nnd  they  returned  an  answer  to 
it.  writing  a letter  the  same  tune  to  the  king  of 
Prussia  with  die  answer  inclosed,  nnd  desiring 
that  prince  to  concur  with  them,  in  maintain- 
ing the  rights  of  the  empire. 

But  the  great  event,  which  this  year  struck 
all  Europe,  was  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Seville,  between  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
bis  Catholic  majesty.  Colonel  Stnnhope,  after- 
wards earl  uf  llurrii.gtou,  was  allowed  by  all 
parlies  to  understand  foreign  affairs  the  best 
of  any  minister  in  England.  Though  em- 
ployed in  most  negotiations  nhroad,  and  trusted 
by  the  minister  at  home,  yet  such  was  Ins  mo- 
deration, good  sense,  nnd  integrity,  that  he  was 
not  considered  as  a party-ninn,  and  Imd  few  nr 
no  personal  enemies,  ’ll  is  master  had  given 
him  very  early  marks  of  distinction  and  confi- 
dence, and  seemed  to  have  n pleasure  in  ad- 
vancing his  fortune  and  digni'y.  lie  had  this 
year  been  nominated  ambassador  extraordi- 
nary to  bis  Catholic  majesty,  and,  together  with 
Mr.  Keene,  the  British  plenipotentiary  at  ilia 
court  of  Madrid,  had  the  management  of  this 
treaty  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain;  the  Spa- 
nish plenipotentiaries  being  the  marquis  de  la 
Paz  and  don  Joseph  Putinho. 

By  the  first  article  of  this  celebrated  treaty, 
all  former  treaties  and  conventions  between 
the  two  powers,  aie  as  amply  confiinied,  os  if 
they  had  been  there,  word  for  word.  By  the 
second  article,  the  two  kings  guarantee  each 
other's  kingdoms ; and  in  case  of  either  of 
them  being  attacked,  the  other  is  to  furnish  the 
i parly  so  attacked,  with  8, QUO  foot  and  4,000 
I horse,  the  same  to  be  furnished  either  in  men, 
ships  of  war,  or  transports,  or  money.  The 
^ third  article  makes  void  all  his  Majesty’s  en- 
gagements by  the  treaty  of  Vieuna,  that  could 
be  prejudicial  to  the  treaties  beiween  the  two 
crowns,  antecedent  to  the  year  1T25.  By  the 
fourth  article,  the  commerce  of  the  English  ami 
French  nations,  both  in  Europe  and  in  the  Indies, 
are  to  be  restored  to  their  former  footing,  and 
orders  are  instantly  to  he  dispatched  on  all 
sides  for  that  purpose.  The  fifth  article  obliges 
his  Catholic  majesty  to  make  reparation  for  all 
damages  that  had  been  done  by  his  subjects  to 
other  contracting  powers.  The  6th,  being  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  having  been  at- 
tended with  great  consequences  and  alterations, 
we.  shall  give  verbatim. 

“ Commissaries  shall  be  nominated  with 
sufficient  powers  on  the  part  of  their  Britannic 
and  Catholic  majesties,  who  shall  assemble  at 
the  court  of  Spain,  within  the  space  of  four 
months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  the  preseut  treaty,  or  sooner,  if  it  can  be 
done,  to  examine  and  decide  what  concerns 
thk-isiij})s>''«Kiln  tiffstJtsv  tiikers-W'  sia^on  either 


tide,  to  the  time  specified  in  the  preceding  ar- 
ticle. The  said  commissaries  shall  likewise 
examine,  and  decide  according  to  the  treaties, 
the  respective  pretensions,  which  relate  to  the 
abuses  that  are  supposed  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  commerce,  as  well  in  the  Indies  as  in 
Europe,  and  all  the  other  respective  preten- 
sions in  America,  founded  on  treaties,  whether 
with  respect  to  the  limits,  or  otherwise.  The 
said  commissaries  shall  likewise  discuss  and  de- 
cide the  pretensions  which  his  catholic  majesty 
mny  have,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  1721,  for 
the  restitution  of  the  ships  taken  l>v  the  English 
fleet  in  1718.  And  the  said  commissaries,  after 
having  examined,  discussed,  and  decided  the 
abovesaid  points  and  pretensions,  shall  muke  a 
report  of  their  proceedings  to  their  Britannic 
and  Catholic  majesties,  who  promise,  that  with- 
in the  space  of  six  monlhs  after  making  the  said 
report,  they  will  cause  to  be  executed,  punc- 
tually and  exnctly,  what  shall  have  been  so 
decided  by  the  said  commissaries.” 

The  seventh  article  contains  a stipulation  of 
commissaries,  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  bis 
most  Christian  and  Catholic  majesties,  for  de- 
ciding all  differences.  The  eighth  article  limits 
the  time  for  the  several  commissaries  finishing 
their  commissions  to  three  years. 

By  the  ninth  article,  6000  of  his  Catholic 
majesty's  troops  are,  without  loss  of  time,  to 
garrison  Leghorn,  Porto  Ferraro,  Parma  and 
Placentia,  which  troops  shall  serve  for  the 
better  securing  mid  preserving  of  the  imme- 
diate succession  of  the  said  states,  in  favour  of 
the  most  sereue  infant  don  Carlos,  and  to  be 
ready  to  withstand  any  enterprise  and  opposi- 
tion, which  might  be  formed,  to  the  prejudice 
of  what  bus  been  regulated  touching  the  suc- 
cession. 

By  the  tenth  article,  the  contracting  powers 
are  to  use  the  softest  and  must  effectual  means 
of  persuading  the  dukes  of  Tuscany  and  Parma, 
that  the  garrisons  might  be  quietly  received  ; 
and  stipulating  the  taking  of  an  oath  to  be 
faithful  to  the  regnant  powers,  in  every  thing 
that  shall  not  be  contrary  to  the  right  of  the 
succession,  reserved  to  the  most  serene  infant 
don  Carlos.  It  is  likewise  stipulated,  that  the 
said  garrison  shall  not  meddle  directly  nor  in- 
directly in  the  government  of  the  places  where 
they  are  garrisoned,  and  render  to  the.dukes  of 
Tuscany  and  Parma,  all  the  honours',  that  are 
due  to' sovereigns  in  their  own  dominions. 

By  the  eleventh  article,  his  Catholic  majesty 
engages  to  withdraw  liis  troops  from  the  said 
garrisons,  ns  soon  as  the  said  successions  arc 
quietly  settled  in  the  person  of  don  Carlos  his 
son.  By  the  twelfth  article,  the  contracting 
powers  become  guarantees  for  don  Carlos 
quietly  possessing  and  enjoying  the  said  states 
of  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Placenlia,  after  be  bas 
succeeded  thereunto. 

By  the  thirteenth  article,'  the  kihgs  of  Eng- 
land and  France  promise  to  ratify  and  guaran- 
tee all  the  particular  regulatiuns  thnt  shall  be 
concerted  between  his  Catholic  majesty  and  the 
twod  ukesof  TusOmsysmd  Harm)*,  rfttetangto  ithet 


said  garrisons.  The  14th  article  stipulates,  that 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Proviuces  shall 
be  invited  to  accede  to  the  treaty,  the  ratifica- 
tions of  which  were  to  be  dispatched  within  2 
the  space  of  six  weeks  at  farthest. 

Besides  these,  there  were  two  separate  1 
articles;  the  first,  confirming  the  treaties  of  I 
pence  and  commerce,  concluded  at  Utrecht  the  *. 
13th  of  July  and  9th  of  December,  in  the  year 
1713,  in  which  are  comprised  the  treaty  of  I 
1687,  made  at  Madrid,  and  thecedulas  therein  II 
mentioned,  the  laiter  treaty  made  at  Madrid  I 
the  14th  of  December,  1715,  as  also  the  parii.  I 
color  contract',  commonly  called  tbe  Assiento,  I 
for  bringing  negro  slaves  into  the  Spanish  In-  J 
dies,  which  was  made  the  29th  day  of  March,  I 
in  the  said  year  1713,  in  consequence  of  the  I 
12th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  like-  J 
wise  the  treaty  and  declaration,  touching  that  H 
of  the  Assiento,  made  the  26th  of  May  1716.  I 
The  2nd  separate  article  says,  that  all  ships,  1 
merchandise  and  effects,  which  shall  not  have  * 
been  taken  or  seized  on  account  of  unlawful  I 
commerce,  and  which  shall  now  be  proved  by  I 
authentic  documents,  to  have  been  detained, 
seized,  or  confiscated,  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  I 
either  in  Europe  or  in  the  Indies  ; and  namely,  1 
tbe  ship  Prince  Frederic  and  her  cargo,  if  they  >1 
have  not  been  restored  already,  shall  be  imme-  l| 
diately  restored,  in  the  same  kind  as  to  those  II 
things  which  shall  be  found  still  remaining  in  I 
that  condition;  or  in  default  thereof,  the  just  |l 
and  true  value  of  them,  according  to  their  va-  J 
luation,  which,  if  it  was  not  made  at  the  time,  ■ 
shall  be  regulated  by  the  authentic  informa-  I 
tions,  whicti  the  proprietors  shall  exhibit  to  the  1 
magistrates  of  the  places  and  towns,  where  the  | 
seizure  is  made.  His  Britannic  majesty  stipu-  1 
lutes  the  same  on  his  part,  and  all  mntters  of  I 
controversy,  not  yet  settled  between  the  two  na-  |» 
tions,  nre  to  be  left  to  ihe  discussion  of  the  I 
commissaries,  upon  the  footing  of  the  treaties  U 
there  abovementiuned. 

Such  were  the  contents  of  the  famous  treaty  J 
of  Seville,  which  afterwards  produced  such  al-  1 
terations  as  to  the  system  of  power  in  Europe,  * 
aided  by  the  other  events,  which  happened,  jl 
This  year,  the  French  monarchy  received  a 
great  accession  of  strength  and  security,  by  tb*  I 
birth  of  a dauphin  in  September.* 


THIRD  SESSION 


SEVENTH  PARLIAMENT 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King's  Speech  on  Opening  the  Session.]  | 
January  13,  1730.  The  Kiug  came  to  die 
House  of  Peers,  and  die  Commons  attending,  .1 
bis  Majesty  made  the  following  Speech  to  both 
Houses  : 


Southampton  I ihrary  fliiEifldaln  Unit 
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“ It  is  with  great  satisfaction  I acquaint  you, 
thnt  we  have  at  length  extricated  ourselves  from 
the  many  difficulties  ami  inconveniences  that 
attended  the  uncertain  slate  of  affairs  in  Eu- 
rope, by  having  concluded  an  absolute  peace 
with  the  crown  of  Spain. 

“ This  negociation  hath  been  carried  on,  and 
finished,  with  a perfect  union,  harmony,  and 
fidelity,  between  me  and  my  Allies,  with  no 
other  view  but  to  prevent  the  miseries  and  con- 
fusion of  a war,  which  if  once  kindled  in  Eu- 
rope, it  Imd  been  as  hard  to  know  the  end,  as 
to  determine  the  success  of  such  a fatal  event. 

“ As  this  Alliance  is  built  upon  the  founda- 
tion, ami  is  ugreeable  to  the  purport  and  inten- 
tions, of  former  Treaties,  without  any  altera- 
tions in  the  principal  Articles,  but  such  as  'end 
to  render  more  effectual,  what  the  contracting 
powers  in  the  Quadruple  Alliance  were  before 
engaged  to  see  performed,  it  is  very  justly  to 
be  presumed,  that  from  this  happy  beginning, 
tire  great  work,  of  a General  Pacification,  will 
soon  be  perfect  and  complete. 

“ But  if,  contrary  to  expectation,  and  in  re- 
sentment of  the  present  Engagements,  any 
new  troubles,  although  with  little  prospect  of 
success,  should  be  raised  in  Europe,  to  oppose 
or  disappoint  the  execution  of  them,  I am 
confident  I shall  not  want  the  support  and  as- 
sistance of  my  parliament  in  so  just  n canse, 
which  hath  the  joint  concurrence  of  so  many 
considerable  powers,  for  the  linnour  and  credit 
of  the  present  measures,  and  their  united 
strength,  iu  maintenance  of  our  mutual  stipu- 

“ In  the  mean  time,  I can  assure  you  that  I 
bare  made  it  my  first  enre  to  consult  the  im- 
mediate interests  of  these  my  kingdoms,  pre- 
ferable to  any  other  consideration,  and  at  the 
hazard  of  all  other  events. 

“ All  former  Treaties  and  Conventions  made 
with  Spain,  in  favour  of  our  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion, are  renewed  and  confirmed  ; not  only  a 
free  and  uninterrupted  exercise  of  our  com- 
merce, for  the  future,  is  restored  ; but  just  nnd 
ample  restitution  and  reparation,  for  unlawful 
seizures  and  depredations,  are  expressly  stipu- 
lated, and  agreed  to:  In  general,  all  rights, 
privileges,  and  possessions,  iu  any  manner  be- 
longing to  me  and  my  Allies,  are  solemnly  re- 
established, confirmed  and  guaranteed,  and 
not  one  concession  is  made  to  the  prejudice  of 
me  or  my  subjects. 

“ By  this  means,  a foundation  is  laid  for  re- 
moving all  former  animosities  and  misunder- 
standings between  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Spain : and  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubt- 
ed, hut  that,  by  a faithful  execution  of  our  re- 
ciprocal engagements,  a perfect  friendship  be- 
twixt the  two  nations,  united  by  the  common 
ties  of  mutual  interest,  may  be  more  strongly 
established  and  cemented  than  ever. 

“ And  that  ray  subjects  might  reap  the 
earliest  fruits  of  this  advantageous  peace,  I gave 
orders  for  the  immediate  reduction  of  a great 
number  of  mf  Jayih|  tJjV: 

»nd  discharging  a great  part  of  my  Fleet. 
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“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

“ This  will  make  a considerable  saving  in 
the  ex  pence  of  the  current  year,  and  I hope  it 
will  give  a general  satisfaction  to  my  people,  ns 
it  is  a most  sensible  pleasure  to  ine.  The 
proper  estimates  shall  he  laid  before  you,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  hut  you  will  grant  me  the  ne- 
cessary supplies,  and  enable  me  to  make  good 
my  engagements  with  my  allies,  in  such  mnnner 
as  shall  be  most  effectual  for  the  public  service, 
and  most  easy  to  your  fellow  subjects. 

“ You  will  see,  by  the  Accounts  that  will  he 
laid  before  you,  the  .state,  produce,  nnd  appli- 
cation of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  fur  as  hath  been 
hitherto  directed  by  act  of  parliament ; and  you 
will  not  foil  in  take  into  your  consideration  the 
farther  disposition  of  the  growing  produce : 
You  are  the  best  judges,  whether  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt,  will  as  yet  admit  of  giving  ease, 
where  the  duties  are  most  grievous.  I have 
the  greatest  regard  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
look  with  compassion  upon  the  hardships  of 
the  poor  artificers  and  manufacturers.  I leave 
it  to  your  determination,  what  mny  reasonably 
nnd  with  Hue  caution  he  done  upon  this  criti- 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 

“ That  we  may  receive  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  our  present  situation,  I must  in  the 
strongest  manner  recommend  to  you  n perfect 
unanimity  among  yourselves;  such  ns  mny  en- 
tirely defeat  the  hopes  of  our  enemies  both  at 
home  and  abroad  : the  groundless  insinuations, 
cavils,  and  clamours  of  some  few  ill  designing 
persons,  to  shake  the  steadiness  of  thosepowers 
who  are  already  my  Allies,  or  to  hinder  others 
from  becoming  so,  will,  by  your  unanimity,  be 
rendered  ineffectual ; nnd  I desire  that  the  af- 
fections of  my  people  may  he  the  strength  of 
my  government,  as  their  interest  has  always 
been  the  rule  of  my  actions  nnd  the  object  of 
my  wishes.” 

The  Lords'  Address  of  Thanks .]  The  Lords 
agreed  upon  the  following  Address  of  Thanks, 
which  was  presented  to  his  Majesty  on 
the  14th : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  the 
humble  Thanks  of  this  House  for  your  Ma 
jestv's  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

“ We  humbly  congratulate  your  Majesty 
upon  your  safe  and  happy  arrival  in  this  king- 
dom. and  are  deeply  sensible,  that  nothing 
could  in  any  degree  alleviate  the  lots  we  must 
ever  sutler  by  your  Majesty’s  absence  from  us, 
hut  the  prudent  and  happy  administration  of 
the  government  by  the  Queen,  in  the  roost 
critical  conjuncture  of  affairs,  under  yaur  Ma- 
jesty’s authority,  arid  by  yonr  great  example. 

“ We  want  words  to  express  our  joy  and 
gratitude  in  congratulating  your  Majesty  on 
your  having  concluded  an  absolute  Peace  with 
'iius  Ctoti'n^-Spilirijc(aid'whe«w£ilgf«ct  upon 
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the  tender  and  anxious. concern  ynur  Majesty 
lias  shewn,  during  the  whole  course  of  the  late 
uncertain  slate  of  affairs  in  Europe,  we  cannot 
but  look  upon  this  lmppy  event  as  '-a  public 
reward  from  heaven  for  youp  Majesty’s  love  of 
your  people. 

“ The  earnest  desire  of  your.Majesty  to  pre- 
vent the  miseries  and  confusion  unavoidable  in 
war,  (the  events  of  which  are  far  removed  from 
all  human  foresight,  even  under  the  conduct  of 
the  greatest  princes)  and  at  the  same  time 
your  steadiness  and  . resolution  in  continuing 
the  necessary  preparations,  joined  with  a per- 
fect union  and  mutual  fidelity  between  your 
Majesty  and  your  allies,  have  at  last  surmount- 
ed all  difficulties  that  stood  in  the  way  of  our 

“ An  Alliance  built  upon  the  foundation  of 
former  Treaties,  and  rendering  more  effectual 
what  the  contracting  powers  in.  I he  Quadruple 
Alliance  were  before  obliged  to  perform ; the 
confirming  all  former  Conventions  made  with 
Spain  in  favour  of  our  trade ; the  stipulating  a 
just  and  ample  restitution  and  reparation  for 
unlawful  seizures  and  depredations;  and  in 
general,  the  re-establishment  and  guarantee 
of  all  rights,  privileges  and  possessions,  in  any 
manner  belonging  to  your  Majesty,  or  your 
Allies,  without  any  concession  being  made  to 
the  prejudice  of  your  Majesty,  or  your  sub- 
jects, are  conditions  intirely  agreeable  to  the 
true  interest  of  Great  Britain,  equal  even  to 
those  we  might  have  expected  after  a prospe- 
rous war,  as  the  fruits  'of  victories,  if  your 
Majesty’s  unwearied  labours  for  peace  had 
been  unsuccessful. 

“ We  have  the  greatest  reason  to  believe, 
that  a general  pacification  will  be  the  conse- 
quence of  this  happy  beginning;  for  your 
Majesty,  having  no  ambition  but  to  defend  the 
honour  and  rights  of  this  nation,  to  see  our 
trade  flourish,  and  to  reign  over  a happy  and 
willing  people,  is  ever  averse  to  war  : and,  on 
the  other  side,  so  just  a cause,  supported  by 
the  united  strength  of  :so  many  considerable 
allies,  joined  in  interest  for  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  will  incline  other  powers  to  peace. 
This,  we  hope,  will  produce  an  universal  ap- 
probation of  the  present  engagements.  But 
as  your  Majesty’s  first  care  has  been  to  consult 
the  immediate  interests  of  these  your  king- 
doms, preferable  to  any  other  considerations, 
and  at  the  hazard  of  all  other  events-;  if  con- 
trary 4o  expectation,  and  in  resentment  of  these 
measures,  any  new  troubles  should  be  raised  in 
Europe,  to  oppose  nr  disappohit  the  execution 
of  them,  the  same  justice,  grat  itude  and  honour 
which  have  hitherto  influenced  us,  must  make 
us  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  to  support  and 
assist  your  Majesty. 

“ Your  Majesty,  by  the  immediate  reduction 
of  a great  number  of  your  Land  Forces,  and 
the  laying  up  a great  part  of  the  Fleet,  has 
■hewn  how  unwilling  you  was  to  suffer  any 
time-  to  intervene  between  the  conclusion  of 
the  peace,  and  letting  your  subjects  see  the 
^PPy  f eip&lm  .ibe  stETOsej.t 


I:  obligation,  upon  us  to  place  the  greater  trust 
and  couiidence  in  your  Majesty,  when  we  find 
by  experience,  that  our  military  preparations  1 
a;e  made  ouly  when  the  public  neccssities-call  | 
ufwn  your  Majesty  to  defend  your-  kingdoms, 
nod  me  laid  aside,  the  very  instant  that  our 
, safety,  will  admit  of  it.  - 

“ Tim  unanimity  among  ourselves,  which 
,y, our -Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  recom-  I 
inpud  to-,  us,  is  oue  of  (lie  least  returns  we 
, ought  to  make  for  these  blessings  procured  for  | 
us:  your  Majesty  has  completed  the  wishes  I 
of  all  your  good-subjects,  and  the  despnir  of  I 
the  had  : you  have  obviated  all  the  groundless  [ 
cavils  and  clamours,  which  even  malice  itself  I 
could  invent;  so  that  the  insinuations' of  any  I 
considerable  remnant  of  faction,  which  may  be  fl 
yet  in  being,  will  Imve  as  little  appearance  of  I 
veracity  abroad,  as  of  duty,  loyalty,  or  love  of  I 
their  country  at  home : mid  will  serve  only  to  I 
excite  us  all'  to  act  with  the  greatest  zeal  anrl  I 
harmony,  so  as  to  make  your  government  as  I 
easy  and  happy  for  your  Majesty,  as  it  is  I 
for  us.” 

The  King's  Answer.]  To  this  Address  the  I 
King  returned  the  following  Answer : 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ I thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  | 
Address.  I doubt  not  but  my  subjects  will  ( 
reap  great  advantage  from  the  Treary  Con- 
cluded with  Spain;  and  a faithful  execution  j 
of  all  that  is  stipulated  in  their  favour,  shall  < 
be  my  principal  care;  to  which  nothing  will  f 
contribute  more  effectually,  than  the  strong  [ 
and  affectionate  assurances  you  give  ine-Jbf  ] 
.your  suppoit  and  assistance,  in'  case  ahy  I 
power  should,  in  resentment  of  these  measures  1 
I have  taken,  ^endeavour  to  raise  new  troubles”  □ 

The  Commons’  Address  of  Thanks.]  Whoa  ] 
the  Commons  returned  to  the  House,  sir  Ro-  j 
bert  Walpole  laid  before  them  the  Treaty  of  I 
Seville,  and  the  Court  Party  moved  for  n very  j 
particular  and  loyal  Address  of  Thanks  to  ihe  . I 
throne,  almost  in  the  very  terms  of  the  Speech.  I 
This  motion  was  made  by  lord  Fitzwilliams,  but 
opposed  by  the  Country  Party,  who  were  for  | 
saying  no  more  titan  “ to  assure  his  Majesty  of  ( j 
the  steady  and  zealous  attachment  of  the  House  j 
lo  his  royal  person,  government  and  family  ; J 
and  that  the  House  would  effectually  support 
his  Majesty  in  all  measures  which  shall  lie  ne- 
cessary for  the  honour  and  diguitv  of  his  crown, 
and  for  the  interest-,  and  welfare of  his  people.”  ! 

In  support  of  this  alteration  and  omission,  1 j 
many  severe  tumps  were  said  of  the  Treaty, 
which  had  heen  mode  public  for  some  time.  -| 
Sir  John  Hind  Cotton,  a sharp,  severe,  hut  not 
a weighty  speaker,  was  generally  looked  upon 
as  one  of  the  chief  Tories  in  the  House,  and 
was  always  ready  to  join  in  every  measure  of  j 
opposition  to  the  Court.  He  said,  that  the 
ministry  bad  imposed  upon  his  Majesty  in  call- 
ing the  peace  an  absolute  one ; because  the 
most  important  interests  of  Grant  Britain  were 
^-minister  mam- 
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no  difficulties  could  happen  in  tho  execution  of 
it,  unless  the  Spaniards  and  other  powers  were 
encouraged  to  raise  them  by  die  distentions 
that  might  happen  at  home.  Many  other 
speeches  were  made  on  both  sides;  but  the 
question  being  put  for  the  nbovc  words  to  he 
left  out,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
majority  of  262  against  120.  The  Address  first 
moved  for  was  dien  carried  up  to  his  Majesty, 
and  was  as  follows: 

u Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Brituin  in  Par- 
liament assembled,  return  your  Majesty  our 
most  humble  Thanks  for  your  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne. 

“ We  cannot  nmit  taking  this  first  opportu- 
nity to  congratulate  your  Majesty  upon  your 
happy  return  into  these  kingdoms:  The  just 
and  prudeut  administration  of  die  guvernment 
during  your  Majesty's  absence  by  the  Queen 
your  royal  consort,  ruling  bv  your  authority, 
and  governing  by  your  example,  could  uloue 
compensate  lor  die  want  of  your  royal  pre- 
sence and  auspicious  influence  among  us. 

“ The  welcome  news  of  your  Majesty’s  hav- 
ing concluded  an  absolute  Peace  with  the 
crown  of  Spain,  effected  by  a perfect  union, 
harmony  and  fidelity  between  your  Majesty 
and  your  allies,  filled  the  hearts  of  nil  your 
good  people  with  inexpressible  joy  and  Satisfac- 
tion ; and  we  should  be  wanting  in  duty  to 
your  Majesty,  in  justice  to  ourselves,  nnd  not 
answer  tbe  expectations  of  those  we  represent, 
if  we  did  not  approach  your  Majesty  upon  this 
happy  occasion  with  hearts  full  of  duty  nud 
gratitude,  and  with  the  strongest  acknowledg- 
ments of  your  Majesty’*  goodness,  wisdom  and 
resolution  ; your  wisdom  and  resolution,  in  tint  I 
suffering  yourself  to  be  diverted  by  any  false 
and  malicious  clamours  and  insinuations,  from 
steadily  pursuing  the  great  and  desirable  work 
of  giving  Pence  to  your  people  ; your  goodness 
in  consulting  the  immediate  interests  of  these 
your  kingdoms,  preferable  to  all  other  con- 
siderations, and  at  tile  hazard  of  all  other 
events. 

“ This  must  convince  tbe  world  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's paternal  care  und  tender  regard  for 
your  British  dominions,  when  we  see  aii  former 
treaties  made  in  favour  of  our  trade  and  com- 
merce, and  for  tbe  security  of  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  possessiuns  belonging  to  your  Ma- 
jesty renewed  and  confirmed ; when  we  see  the 
crown  of  Spain  under  new  and  fresh  obliga- 
tions _to  your  Majesty,  not  only  to  permit  to 
your  subjects  a free  and  uninterrupted  exercise 
of  their  trade  and  commerce  for  the  future,  but 
to  make  just  nnd  ample  restitution  and  repara- 
tion for  all  former  unlawful  seizures  and  depre- 
dations. 

“ The  extension  of  former  engagements, 
without  any  material  alterations  in  the  princi- 
pal articles  from  tbe  purport  and  intentions  of 
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and  truly  valuable  advantages,  without  one  con- 
cession made  to  the  prejudice  of  your  Majesty 
or  your  subjects,  is  a consideration,  that  to  re- 
ject, lind  been  losing  the  fairest  opportunity  to 
recover  tiie  ancient  freedom  and  liberty  of 
trade  and  commerce  to  these  kingdoms  ; and 
not  faithfully  to  fulfil  and  execute  what  is  stipu- 
lated ou  your  Majesty's  part  tn  secure  a reci- 
procal performance  from  your  Majesty’s  allies, 
of  the  engagements  they  have  entered  into, 
would  be  abandoning  ibe  particular  interests 
nnd  propei  des  of  your  Majesty’s  trading  sub- 
jects -r  and  to  expose  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  this  nation  to  all  the  hazards  and  uncertain- 
ties, which  they  have  so  long  laboured  under. 

“ These  blessings,  secured  to  us,  will  suffi- 
ciently compensate  ail  iuconvcniencies  that  can 
attend  the  performance  of  your  Majesty’s  en- 
gagements: And  as  it  is  justly’ to  be  presumed, 
that  a general  pacification  and  tranquillity  in 
Europe  will  be  the  consequence  of  the  present 
Treaty,  tho  prospect  of  seeing  this  soon  com- 
plete and  perfected  adds  greatiy  to  onr  satis- 
faction. 

“ But  if,  contrary  to  expectation,  and  in  re- 
sentment to  your  Majesty’s  just  nnd  prudent 
measures,  any  neiv  troubles  should  he  raised  in 
Europe,  to  oppose  or  disappoint  the  execution 
of  the  present  engagements,  we  think  ourselves 
obliged  by  the  strongest  lies  of  duty,  affection, 
and  gratitude,  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  w® 
will  stand  by  nnd  support  your  Majesty  against 
all  insults  and  indignities  that  shall  be  offered 
to  your  Majesty,  and  that  we  will  enable  yon 
tn  make  good  your  engagements  with  your 

“ The  immediate  reduction  of  so  considera- 
ble n part  of  ynur  forces  by  sen  nnd  Innd,  upon 
the  first  notice  of  the  confirmation  of  the  peace, 
is  another  instance  of  your  Majesty’s  csre  and 
attention  to  the  ease  and  welfare  of  "your  peo- 
ple ; aud  the  recommending  to  our  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Sinfcjpg  Fund,  in  so  graci- 
ous aud  condescending  d munner,  obliges  us  to 
proceed  with  nil  possible  caution  and  prudence 
in  nn  affair  of  that  nicety  and  importance, 
where  the  earliest  discharge  of  the  National 
Debt  on  one  hand,  and  the  liardships  of  the 
poor  artificers  nnd  manufacturers  on  the  other, 
require  the  greatest  regard,  and  deserve  the 
most  mature  deliberation. 

“ From  a due  sense  of  these  many  proofs  of 
your  Majesty’s  unwearied  endeavours  to  con- 
sult the  happiness  of  your  people,  we  think 
ourselves  obliged  to  assure  your  Majesty,  lhat 
this  House  will,  by  the  best  nnd  most  easy 
methods,  effectually  raise  the  necessary  sup- 
plies for  the  service  of  the  current  year ; and 
by  a proper  zeal  and  concern. for  tho  honour 
of  your  Majesty,  the  public  tranquillity,  and 
the  good  of  your  people,  defeat  the  vain  expec- 
tations of  such  ill-designing  persons,  who  may 
flutter  themselves  with  the  hopes  of  being  able, 
by  groundless  insinuations, cavils  and  clamours, 
to  shake  the  steadiness  of  those  powers  who 
are  already  allies  to  your  Majesty,  or  to  hinder 
Wtiifsatinn"  Unit 
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The  King's  Answer.]  To  the  above  Address, 
bis  Majesty  gave  this  Answer  t 
“ Gentlemen, 

“ I return  you  tny  tlmnks  for  this  very  affec- 
tionate and  loyal  Address.  The  assurances 

J'ou  hare  given  me,  and  the  support  of  my  pnr- 
iauient  in  enabling  me  to  make  good  my  en- 
gagements with  my  allies,  will,  I promise  my- 
self, greatly  contribute  towards  settling  the  ge- 
neral pacification  of  Europe. 

“ You  may  be  assured,  that  the  confidence 
ou  repose  in  me  shall  never  be  made  use  of, 
ut  for  preserving  the  public  tranquillity,  for 
maintaining  the  rights  and  interests  of  my 
people,  and  in  vindication  of  my  honour  anti 
dignity." 

Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  the  Num- 
ber of  the  Land  Forces.]  Jan.  28.  The  Com- 
mons, in  a grand  committee  on  the  Supply, 
took  into  consideration  the  charge  of  the  Land 
Forces  for  the  sen-ice  of  the  year  1730,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  Secretary  lit  War, 
moved,  “ That  the  number  of  effective  men  for 
guards  and  garrisons  in  Great  Britain,  Jersey 
and  Guernsey,  with  1,850  invalids  and  555 
men,  for  the  six  independent  companies  in  the 
Highlands,  be  17,709  men,  commission  and 
non-commission  officers  included.” 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  sir  William 
Yonge,  but  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and 
lord  Morpeth,  who  were  for  reducing  the  num- 
ber lo  12,000  men,  Mr.  Pelham  in  support  of 
his  motion,  having  urged,  That  every  reduction 
which  hath  been  made  within  these  16  years, 
has  been  attended  with  some  ill  consequence 
or  other,  which  soon  after  forced  us  Upon  a 
more  considerable  expence ; and  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  continue  that  number,  if  they 
consulted  the  preservation  of  the  government 
itself. 

Mr.  Shippen  hereupon  stood  up,  and  spoke 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker ; 

After  the  debates  we  have  bad  on  this  sub- 
ject for  many  years  successively,  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  offer  any  thing  new  ; and  repeti- 
tion, if  I may  judge  by  myself,  is  as  disagree- 
able to  those  that  speak,  as  it  can  be  to  those 
that  hear.  However,  a total  silence  at  this 
time  would  mis-becomc  me,  who  too  often 
trouble  you  on  occasions  of-  less  importance, 
when  you  aTe  going  to  put  a question,  that 
tends  directly  towards  the  establishment  of  an 
army  in  Great  Britain,  which  I hope  will  never 
be  so  far  Germanised,  as  tamely  to  submit  to  a 
military  government. 

I will  not  insinuate,  that  the  honourable  per- 
son .who  made  the  motion,  did  itratlier  to  com- 
ply with  the  obligations  of  his  office,  from 
whence  the  army  estimates  are  brought  into 
the  House,  than  out  of  ony  conviction  that  the 
troops  demanded  are  necessary  for  the  service 
of  tlie  year,  because  he  declares  otherwise  : 
and  as  we  are  all  supposed  to  act  here  without 
influence,  so  wq  must  not  suspect,  that  tie  ever 
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countenanced  these  almost  irresistible  jobs, 
nhicli-.my  new  ally  ou  the  flooc_[Mr,  W.  P *J 
owns  attended  the  war-office  in,  his  time,  and 
which  lie  believes  now  attend  all  offices  con- 
cerned in  the  public  expenn-,.  ,But  I will  in- 
sist, that  this  motion  is  a.  flat  negative  to  the 
Address,  for -which  be  voted  the  first  day  of  the 
session  ; and  it  plainly  implies  a distrust  of  the 
validity  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  which  he  then 
assured  us  would  immediately  produce  all  the 
blessings  of  an  absolute  peace,  and  deliver  us 
not  only  from  the  apprehensions,  but  from  the 
inconveniences  of  a war.  Now  he  is  pleased 
to  change  his  language,  and  endeavour  to  per- 
suade us,  that  we  ought  not  to  make  any  re- 
duction of  our  Land  Forces ; because  our  cir- 
cumstances have  been  such  for  16  years  post, 
that  whenever  any  reduction  has  been  made, 
something  happened  which  soon  occasioned  an 
increase  of  troops  and  expences. 

If  we  were  to  allow  him  this  last  sort  of  rea- 
soning, in  opposition  to  bis  former,  it  would 
prove  too  njnch ; it  would  prove,  that  we  hnva 
no  other  cause  to  rejoice  at  the  late  reduction, 
for  which  we  have  humbly  thanked  his  Ma- 
jesty, than  that  it  wa3sosmall ; it  would  prove, 
that  notwithstanding  our  famous  and  success- 
ful negotiations,  we  are  like  to  remnin  in  the 
same  condition,  and  under  the  same  difficul- 
ties, we  have  been  for  16  years  together.  But 
to  pass  over  these  remarks,  the  late  reduction 
was  very  fallacious,  and  looked  ns  if  those, 
who  had  the  direction  of  it,  were  not  heartily 
inclined  to  get  rid  of  our  growing  military 
power,  or  to  return  to  the  free  exercise  of  our 
civil  government.  Nay,  we  have  just  heard  it 
laid  down  for  doctrine,  that  though  our  go- 
vernment is  not  military,  though  an  army  it 
not  part  of  our  constitution,  yet  it  will  he  ne- 
cessary to  continue  our  present  army  of  near 
18,000  men  for  many  years  longer,  on  account 
of  the  government’s  consulting  its  own  preset- 
vation. 

Sir,  the  principle  of  self  preservation  will  last 
as  long  as  persons  and  governments  themselves 
subsist,  and  is  an  argument  that  may  he  con- 
stantly renewed ; that  may  be  urged  ad  infini- 
tum. But  I am  so  far  from  admitting  litis  ar- 
gument in  its  full  extent,  that  I cannot  admit 
it  in  any  degree,  as  applied  to  the  present  ques- 
tion. For  it  does  not  appear  lo  me,  that  we 
can  have  occasion,  even  this  year,  for  all  the 
troops  demanded,  considering  the  glorioos 
scene  of  affairs,  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man says  is  opened  to  us,  and  to  all  Europe : 
they  are  not  necessary,  I suppose,  to  awe  Spain 
into  a firm  adherence  to  its  own  treaty  : they 
are  not  necessary,  to  force  the  emperor  into  an 
immediate  accession:  nor  are  they,  in  any 
sort,  necessary,  for  tlie  safety  of  his  Majerty’s 
person  and  government. 

Force  and  violence  are  the  resort  of  usurper* 
and  tyrants  only.-;  o ■ I perceive  some  gentle- 
men take  offence  at  my  words,  and  therefore, 

• Mr.  William.  Eulteney,  Secretary  at  War 
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ibnt  they  may  not  be  misconstrued,  I will  re- 
peal them. 1 assert  then,  it  is  a grounded 

maxim  in  civil  science,  that  force  and  violence 
are  the  resort  of  usurpers  and  tyrants  only ; be- 
cause they  are,  with  good  reason,  distrustful  of 
tbe  people,  whom  they  oppress  ; and  because 
they  hare  no  other  security  for  tbe  continuance 
of  their  unlawful  and  unnatural  dominion, 
than  what  depends  entirely  on  the  strength  of 
their  armies. 

But  it  is  the  peculiar  happiness  and  glory  of 
Great  Britain  to  be  blessed  with  a Prince,  who 
wants  no  such  support ; who  reigns  absolute  in 
the  hearts  of  his  subjects ; who  prefers  their 
ease  and  interest  to  the  lustre  and  grandeur  of 
his  crown ; who  sets  them  a pattern  of  pru- 
dence and  wisdom ; whose  royal  goodness 
would  l:e  olfended  with  continuing  any  tax,  or 
any  burthen  upon  them,  but  what  is  requisite  to 
supply  the  immediate  occasions  and  necessities 
of  his  government. 

Far  these  reasons,  Sir,  I cannot  assent  to  the 
question.  But,  before  I conclude,  give  me  leave 
to  say,  there  is  an  article  in  the  Estimate  under 
your  consideration,  which  I readily  allow,  in 
tbe  midst  of  all  my  frugality  ; though  I must 
at  the  same  time  own,  with  those  gentlemen 
who  dispute  it,  that  it  is  n new  item,  and  an 
additional  article  to  the  Estimate  of  the  hut 
year,  I menn  the  Salary  of  200/.  for  the  Physi- 
cian of  the  Tower  : for  no  person,  who  shall 
hereafter  have  the  misfortune  to  be  confined 
there,  on  any  account  whatsoever,  should  want 

Ker  assistance  in  case  of  sickness.  Mem- 
of  (Ills  House  have  been  frequently  sent 
thither,  and  for  very  different  reasons.  Some 
for  speaking  freely,  * others  for  ncting  corrupt- 
ly. Now,  as  it  is  uncortaip  of  what  denomina- 
tion the  member,  or  any  other  gentleman  may 
be,  who  shall  next  be  committed  to  that  State- 
Prison,  let  us  give  an  instance  of  our  general 
compassion,  and  not  grudge  so  trifling  n sum 
for  so  charitable  a purpose. 

After  this  the  question  being  put  on  Mr. 
Pelham's  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirma- 
tive; audit  was  farther  resolved,  “That  the 
sum  of  72S.032/.  be  gmnted  for  the  Charge  of 
the  said  17,709  men.’’ 

Debate  in  the  Dtrdsan  the  Treaty  of  Seville.  ] 
Jan.  27.  The  Lords,  according,  to  order,  pro- 
ceeded to  take  into  consideration  tbe  Treaty 
of  peace,  union,  friendship  and  mutual  defence 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  most  Christian 
King,  and  the  king  of  Spain,  concluded  at  Se- 
ville the  9th  of  November,  N.  S.  1729,  with 
the  separate  Articles  thereunto  helonging : 
And  the  same  being  read  by  the  clerk, 

Lord  Batliurit  moved,  Thnt  the  5th  Article 
of  the  Quadruple  Alliance  might  be  read,  which 
being  done  his  lordship  moved  for  the  following 
question,  “ That  the  Agreement  in  the  Treaty 
of  Seville  to  secure  the  Succession  of  Don  Car- 
los to  the  duchies  of  Tuscany,  Parma  and 
Placentia,  with  Spanish  Troops,  is  a manifest 
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violation  of  the  5th  Article  of  the  Quadruple 
Alliance  ; tends  to  involve  this  nation  in  a 
dnngeroas  and  expensive  war  ; and  to  destroy 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe."  * 

The  Lord  Toiemhemi  spoke  against  the  ques- 
tion, and  observed,  That  it  was  allowed  by 
friends  and  foes,  and  his  Majesty  had  acquired 
great  honour  in  making  the  Treaty  of  Seville  ; 
that  it  was  a reproach  on  our  Allies  to  insi- 
nuate they  had  acted  otherwise  than  in  friend- 
ship with  us  : tlrnt  the  word  ‘ Violation'  in  the 
question  could  nut  be  applied  to  this  Treaty  j 
and  his  Lordship  added,  That  in  his  opinion, 
the  question  tended  only  to  encourage  the  em- 
peror to  stand  out,  and  to  provoke  the  court 
of  Spain,  therefore  he  hoped  it  would  not  pass. 

Then  the  question  being  put  on  the  said  mo- 
tion, it  passed  iu  the  Negative  by  86  against 

31. 

Then  it  was  moved  to  resolve,  “ Thnt  our 
right  of  sovereignty,  dominion,  possession,  and 
claim  to  Gibraltar  and  the  island  of  Minorca  is 
not  ascertained  by  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  so  as 
to  extinguish  the  claims  and  pretensions  set 
up  by  the  Spaniards,  which  were  followed  by 
an  actual  siege  since  the  cession  of  those  va- 
luable places  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht.”  After 
debate,  the  question  was  put  thereupon,  and 
resolved  in  the  negative:  Contents  31,  Not- 
contents  85. 


* “ Nothing  could  be  a greater  proofofthe 
infatuation  that  people  may  he  under  from 
patty  prejudices,  than  the  treatment  which 
this  negotiation  met  with  nil  over  tbe  kiugdum. 
The  ministry,  it  must  he  acknowledged,  in 
concluding  it,  had  chiefly  hi  their  eye  the  pre- 
servation of  the  public  tranquillity,  by  which 
Euglnnd  wns  every  day  making  immense  ncqui- 
sitions  of  wealth  and  commerce.  But  this  was 
a conduct  very  distaut  from,  and  destructive  of, 
the  views  of  the  Opposition,  who  knew  that 
the  ministry  never  could  be  shaken  hut  in  n 
lime  of  war  or  public  commotion.  The  minis- 
try, on  the  other  hand,  treated  tbe  opposition 
they  met  with,  too  superciliously  within  doors, 
aud  too  incautiously  without.  Secure  of  their 
own  numbers  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
conscious  that  the  opposition  was  carried  on 
only  from  views  of  interest  and  ambition,  they 
did  not  enter  into  that  length  and  solemnity  of 
debate  that  was  necessary  either  for  the  con- 
viction or  conversion  of  the  lew  who  opposed 
them  from  principle  only.  In  short,  matters 
were  rather  carried  by  dividing  than  debating. 
Many  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  great  and 
independent  fortunes,  took  this  method  of  pro- 
ceeding amiss,  and  resented  it  by  voting  against 
the  ministry.  This  gave  tbe  public  such  unfa- 
vourable impressions  uf  his  Majesty's  measures, 
that  nothing  either  spoken  or  wrote  for  tbe  mi- 
ni sty,  had  a fair  hearing.  It  must  he  owned  at 
the  same  time,  that  those  prepossessions  were 
in  a great  measure  owing  to  the  weakness  of 
the  ministerial  advocates  without  doors,  who 
in  general  were  the  very  worst  pens  that  money 
><«V iRrwrftPgiriTifl&kiiT 
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Then  it  was  moved,  “ That  an  bumble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  bis  Majesty,  tbnt  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  order  W be -laid  be- 
fore the  House,  a Copy  of  the  Orders  and  In- 
structions given  to  sir  George  Byng,  now  lord 
viscount  Torrington,  who  commanded  the  Fleet 
in  the  Mediterranean  in  the  year  1718,”  But 
the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  negative. 

Then  it  was  proposed  to  resolve,  “ That  the 
Stipulations  in  the  Treaty  of  Seville  for  the  re- 
pairing the  Losses  of  the  Merchants,- are  in- 
sufficient tiud  precarious.  And  the  question 
being  put  upon  the  said  proposition,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  negative  ; Contents  30,  Not-con- 
tents  79. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  maces  the  House  to 
declare  their  Approbation  of  the  said  Treaty. \ 
Then  the  duke  of  Devonshire  moved  to  re- 
solve,'‘That  the  said  Treaty  of  Seville  does 
contain  all  necessary  stipulations  for  maintain- 
ing and  securing  the  honour,  dignity,  rights  and 
|K>ssessions  of  this  crdivn ; and  that  all  due  care 
is  taken  therein  for  the  support  of  the  trade  of 
this  kingdom,  nnd  for  repairing  the  losses  suf- 
fered by  the  merchants." 

Protest  against  it.]  After  debate,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  thereupon,  nnd  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative,  by  72  against  30. 

“ Dissentient’, 

“ Because,  we  think,  this  question,  from  the 
debate  as  well  as  from  the  import  of  the  ques- 
tion itself,  was  designed  as  a justification  of  the 
whole  Treaty,  which  appear-  to  us  neither  to 
be  solid,  honourable,  nor  advantageous  for  the 
following  reasons  : 

1.  “ Because  we  know  not  whether  all  the 
treaties  and  conventions  concluded  between 
England  and  Spain  may  be,  ia  every  article  of 
them  so  beneficial  to  us,  ns  to  be  fit- to  be  again 
confirmed  and  renewed. 

• 2.  “ Because,  as  we  think  it  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  examine  with  requisite  nicety,  how 
advantageous  every  treaty  nnd  convention  be- 
tween Great  Britain  nnd  Spain  may  be  to  us, 
so  we  think  it  absurd  to  pretend  to  judge  of  any 
future  agreement ; and  therefore  we  think  it 
very- extraordinary,  and  apprehend  it  may  be 
of  very  ill 'consequence  to  be  bound,  as  we  are 
by  this  Treaty,  to  ratify  and  guarantee  what- 
ever -agreemem  shall  be  made  between  the  king 
Of  Spain  and  the  dukes  of  Tuscany  and  Parma, 
concerning  the-  garrisons  once  established  in 
their  countries. 

3.  “Because  the  obligations  on  our  mer- 
chants to  make  proof  of  the  justice  of  their  de- 
mands, for  their  losses  at  the  court,  of  Spain,  is, 
in  our  opinion  a hardship  upon  them,  and  not 
honourable  for  the  nution ; and  we  are  per- 
suaded those  unfortunate  gentlemen  will  under- 
take so  troublesome  and  expensive  a journey 
with  the  less  chearfiilness,  because  they  may 
fear  their  claims  are  likely  to  be  counter- 
balanced by  others  from  the  Spaniards ; and  after 
all  they  have  only  the  slender  comfort  of  hoping, 
if  they  think  there  is  any  rootp  for  them  to  hope. 


to  get  that  redress  by  commissaries,  which  they 
have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  obtain  by  plenipo-  . 
tentiaries. 

4.  " Because  we  are  obliged  to  assist  in  ef.  I 
fectuating  the  introduction  of  6,000  Spanish  j 
troops  into  the  towns  of  Tuscany  and-Parma,  I 
without  specifying  the  methods  we  are  to  take,  ! 
or  charge  we  are  to  be  ut  in  giving  that  assist-  ■ 
unce  ; so  that,  for  ought  we  know,  we  may  be 
liable  to  an  endless  trouble  nnd  unlimited  ex-  j 
pence . to  compass  what,  if  effected,  cannot,  in  I 
our  opinion,  be  of  any  advantage  to  us,  but,  as  J 
we  fear,  may  prove  most  prejudicial  and  de-  j 
structive. 

5.  “Because  we  oblige  ourselves  to  gun-  I 
rantee  for  ever,  not  only  to  don  Carlos,’  but  I 
even  to  all  his  successors,  die  right  to,  and  pos 
session  of  the  estates  of  Tuscany  nnd  Put  ma  ; I 
which  we  think  is  a stipulation  of  so  extensive  I 
a nature,  that  we  can  hardly  see  we  are  ever  l 
like  to  he  exempted  from  the  disputes  and 
quarrels  it  may  too  probably  draw  upon  us.  J 

6.  “ Because  this  Treaty  differs  from  the  1 

Quadruple  Alliance,  upon  which  it  is  pretended  a 
to  be  chiefly  founded,  in  some  points  that  I 
seemed  to  be  thought  essential  by  oursenes,  as.  I 
well  as  by  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain,  as  I 
far  as  we  can  judge  by  the  stipulations  of  I 
former  alliances,  particularly  in  that  of  intro-  I 
during  Spanish  troops  instead  of  neutral  into  I 
Tuscany  and  Parma,  and  by  stipulating  that  I 
those  troops  shall  remain  there  tflLdon  Carlos  I 
and  his  successors  are  secure  and  exempt  from  1 
all  events  ; which,  from  the  nature  and  extent  1 
of  human  foresight,  we  think,  the  warmest  ad-  J 
vocutes  for  the  Treaty  must  allow  is  in  effect  to  I 
say,  they  are  to  remain  there  for  ever.  I 

7.  “ Because  the  alierations  in  this  Treaty,  I 
from  that  of  tjie  Quadruple  Alliance,  are  mode  1 
not  only  without  the  consent  of  the  limperor,  I 
fait  we  fear  lie  will  interpret  it,  singe  he  has  not  I 
tin;  coinplnneut  paid  him  of  being  invited. into  I 
it,  almost  in  defiance  of  him  ; and  if  this  treat-  I 
ment  of  him  should  unhappily  alienate  his 
friendship  from  us,  we  think  we  should,  as  good 
Englishmen,  have  great  reason  ib  lament  the 
loss  of  such  an  ancient,  powerful  and  faith-  | 
fal  ally. 

8 “ Because  we  apprehend  that  there  is  an 
artful  omission,  throughout  the  whole  treaty,  of  l 
any  plnin  and  express  stipulation  to  secure  to  1 
us  our  right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca;  which,  j 
however  willing  we  are  to  attribute  it  rather 
to  the  superior  skill  of  the  Spanish  managers,  If 
than  to  any  want  of  zeal  for  their  country  in  I 
oar  own,  is  an  error  that  we  fear  will  leave  our  J 
possession  of  those  important  places  too  liable 
to  future  cavils;  and  we  think  the  Spaniards 
could  not,  with  the  least  plausible  pretence  of 
reason,  have  refused  to  ascertain  our  indubita-  I 
bJe  right  to  them,  in  as  strong  and  explicit 
terms  ns  we  have  declared  ourselves  guaran- 
tees of  the  right,  possession,  tranquillity  and  , 
quiet  of  the  Italian  dominions  allotted  to  Don 
Carlos  and  his  successors,  since  we  have  had  the  | 
complaisance  to  admit  the  Spaniards  to  discuss  j 
thtjir  pretensions  fijtr  the  restitution  of  the  ship* 
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taken  in  the  year  17 18,  though  their  right  to 
that- compensation  was  as  effectually  secured  to 
them,  as  it  can  be  pretended  ours  is  to  Gibral- 
tar -and  Minorca,  by  those  general  words  that 
reuew  and  coufirm  all  former  treaties. 

0.  “ Because  bis  Majesty  himself,  by  his 
speech  from  the  throne,  seems  not  entirely  free 
from  apprehensions  if  new  troubles  being  still 
likely  to  arise  iu  Europe,  even  in  resentment  of 
the  present  engagements;  and  if  lie  thought 
this  pence  hud  settled  the  public  tranquillity 
upon  blasting  foundation,  we  are  confident  his 
paternal  goodness  would  have  inclined  him,  by 
a farther  reduction  of  troops,  to  have  given 
more  ease  to  his  people,  who  have  long  groan- 
ed under  the  heavy  burthen  of  taxes,  almost 
insupportable,  and  of  a large  standing  army, 
and  have  had  all  their  grievances  increased  by 
a pernicious  interruption  of  lute  of  thnt  nou- 
rishing commerce,  without  which  they  can 
neither  be  Imppy  at  home  nor  respected  abroad. 

10.  “ Because  it  appears  to  us,  after  the 
most  mature  consideration  of  all  particulars, 
that  we  are  much  farther  obliged  than  we  were 
before,  and  tlinn  we  think  we  ever  ought  to  be, 
to  meddle  in  disputes  about  territories  at  u 
great. distance  from  us,  and  in  which  our  na- 
tional interest  seems  no  way  concerned  ; and 
since  one  of  the  principal  contracting  parties 
in  thnt  alliance  upon  which  this  is  built,  is  not 
only  left  nut  of  it,  but,  as  we  think,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  extremely  disobliged  by  it ; 
and  since  it  seems  impossible  to  make  the  in- 
troduction of  Spanish  troops  into  Tuscany  and 
Parmn,  even  by  the  must  prevailing  applica- 
tion we  can  use,  consistent  With  the  dignity 
and  quiet  of  those  princes  whose  towns  they 
are  to  garrison  ; we  own  uurselves,  upon  the 
whole,  incapable  t>f  discerning  either  the 
equity  or  policy  of  this  treaty,  which  we  fear 
will  not  enable  us  either  to  recover  wlmt  we 
have  lost,  or  long  to  preserve  quietly  and  undis- 
turbed what  we  yet  possess;  and  which,  we 
fear,  instead  of  extricating  us  out  of-  those  dif- 
ficulties that  we  have  of  late  been  involved  in, 
and  which  have  been  owing  in  n great  mea- 
sure, in  our  judgment,  to  the  incapacity  of 
those  ministers,  by  whose  counsels  we  have 
been  entangled  in  a labyrinth  of  unnecessary, 
if  not  prejudicial  treaties  und  engagement's, 
will  probably  be  the  melancholy  occasion  of 
fresh  disturbances,  and  bring  upon  us,  already 
too  much  impoverished,  the  misery  and  con- 
fusion of  a war,  which  if  once  kindled,  wa  are 
convinced,  jt  will  be  as  difficult  to  know  the 
end,  as  to  determine  the  success  ofsucii  u fatal 
e*eut. — ( Signed ) Scatsdaie,  Beaufort,  Gower, 
Bedford,  l'hanet,  Auglesea,  Coventry, 
Huntingdon,  Bruce,  Boyle,  Bathurst, 
Foley.  Bridgewater.  Plymouth,  Straf- 
ford, Northampton,  Abiugdon, ‘Warring- 
ton, Montjny,  Aylesford,  Middleton, 
Bristol.  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Oxford 
and  Mortimer.” 

Tie  Lords'  Address  of  Thanks  for,  and  Ap- 
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29.  The  Lords  voted  the  following  Address  of 
Thanks  for  Hie  Treaty  of-Seville: 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  humbly  bBg  leave  to 
return  your  Majesty  our  most  hearty  thanks  for 
your  most  gracious  condescension  in  laying 
ilie  Treaty  of  Peace,  Union,  and  Friendship, 
lately  concluded  nt  Seville,  before  this  House. 

“ And  we  beg  leave  to  declare  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, that  the  said  Trenty  doth,  in  our  opinion, 
contain  all  necessary  stipulations  for  maintain- 
ing and  securing  the  honour,  dignity,  rights; 
and  possessions  of  this  crown  ; and  chat  all 
due  care  is  taken  therein  for  the  support  pf  the 
trade  of  this  kingdom,  and  for  the  repairing 
the  losses  suffered  by  the  merchants." 

The  King's  Anstcer.]  Ilis  Majesty’s  An- 
swer was  as  follows : 

' “ My  Lords; 

“ 1 am  glad  the  Treaty  which  I have, in  coni 
junction  with  my  allies,  concluded  with  Spain,, 
is  so  entirely  to  yoHr  satisfaction.  By  n punc- 
tual execution  of  our  mutual  engagements  we 
shall  establish  n firm  and  lasting  friendship 
with  tliot  crown,  which  will  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this 
kingdom.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  for  pro- 
hibiting Loans  to  Foreign  Toners-]  Feb.  24. 
A Bill,  1 To  prevent  any  Persons,  his  Majesty’s 
Subject-,  or  residing  within  this  kingdom;  to 
advance. any  sum  of  money  to  any  Foreign 
Prince,  Slate,  or  Potentate,  without  having 
obtained  Licence  from  his  .Majesty,  under  Inn 
Privy  Seal,  or  some  greater  authority,'  was 
read  a second  time,  in  which,  inter  alio,  was 
the  following  Clause,  viz.  ‘ That  the  king  be 
‘ empowered  by  Proclamation,  wltich  shall  cake 
1 place  within  a limited  time,  to  prohibit  all 
‘such  Loans  of  money,  jewels  or  bullion;  and 
‘ this  Prohibition  to  continue  a limited  time, 

1 under  limited  forfeitures  and  penalties,  unless 
‘ dispensed  with  by  the  crown  ; thnt  trie  At- 
‘ torney  Guneral  be  empowered  by  English 
1 Bill  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  to  compel 
‘ the  effectual  discovery  on  oath  of  any  such 

* Louns,  and  that  in  default  of  an  Answer  to 
‘ any  such  Hid,  the  court  shall  decree  a limited 
' sum  against  Ibedefeudant,  refusing  lo  answer. 

* Provided  that  this  Act  do  not  extend  to  pro- 
‘ liibit  any  Subscriptions  to  the  Public  Funds, 

‘ or  Trading  Companies  of  foreign  kingdoms.’ 

Sir  Robert  Walpole * stood  up,  and  endea- 


* “Although  the  Tories  had  hitherto  joined 
l lie  discontented  Wings  in  their  attacks  against 
the  minister,  yet  their  coalition  had  never  been 
liearty  and  sincere.  They  formed  a separate 
body  ; and  as  they  did  not  amount  to  less  than 
one  hundred  and  teu  members,  they  considered 
themselves,  both  from  their  supen  jr  numbers 
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voured  to  shew  that  such  a bill  was  always  right 
and  necessary ; that  all  possible  core  had  been 
taken  in  drawing  this  bill  to  obviate  every 
objection,  to  avoid  every  inconvenience;  that 
as  to  any  exception  which  gentlemen  possibly 
might  make  to  the  frame  of  it  as  it  now  stands, 
he  conceived  they  would  properly  come  under 
consideration  when  the  bill  wus  committed  ; 
that  any  reasonable  alterations  might  be  regu- 
larly offered  and  agreed  to  in  such  a committee; 
and  therefore  he  moved,  That  the  foill  might 
be  committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  4th  of  March."  But  this  was 
sed  by 

r.  Daniel  Pul  tenet/  who  declared.  That 
this  being  the  second  time  of  reading  this  bill, 
he  thought  it  w as  proper  to  give  his  opinion  : 
and  that  after  having  considered  it  fully,  he 
neither  approved  it  on  the  whole  or  in  any  part, 
for  it  would  entirely  prove  ineffectual  to  all  the 
purposes  proposed  ; it  could  not  possibly  an- 
swer good  ends,  and  it  would  certainly  produce 
very  bad  ones ; he  thought  it  would  be  a 
restraint  upon  commerce,  a restraint  of  a dan- 
gerous. nature ; he  had  heard  all  the  mer- 
chants in  general  complain  of  its  tendency. 


ther  to  give  than  receive  an  impulse  from  the 
other  parts  of  the  minority.  They  did  not 
therefore  chuse  to  pay  that  regular  attendance 
in', parliament,  which  a constant  and  uniform 
warfare  required  from  all  those  who,  however 
differing  in  many  points,  were  united  in  that 
of  distressing  the  minister.  But  in  the  session 
which  opened  in  1730,  a regular  and  systematic 
plan  was  formed  by  Bolingbroke,  and  carried 
intp  execution  by  means  of  his  address  and  ac- 
tivity. ilis  connection  with  Pulteney,  as  the 
joint  manager  of  the  Craftsman,  gave  him  mi 
influence  over  the  Whigs;  and  his  intimacy 
with  sir  William  Wyndhmn,  secured  to  him  the 
acquiescence  of, the  Tories.  He  had  persuaded 
the  whole  body,  that  notwithstanding  the  sig- 
nature of  the  convention  at  Pardo,  a peace 
with  Spain  still  met  with  insuperable  difficulties. 
That  Philip  had  not  relinquished  his  demand  of 
Gibraltar;  that. the  Spanish  depredations  would 
still  continue  to  be  committed  with  impunity  : 
that  the  British  commerce  with  Spain  would 
either  be  suspended  or  annihilated.  Measures 
were  therefore  concerted  to  call  the  ministers 
to  account  for  their snpineness  and  pusillanimity. 
The  clamours  thus  excited,  extremely  popu- 
lar in  a nation  jealous  of  its  honour,  »nd 
anxious  to  secure  its  commercial  advantages,  oc- 
casioned great  discontents,  as  well  amongst  the 
friends  as  the  enemies  of  the  minister. 

“ Although  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Seville,  which  was  liighly  favourable  to  the 
commercial  interests  of  England,  and  honorable 
to  her  national  glory,  disconcerted  opposition, 
and. overset  the  schemes  of  Bolingbroke  in  this 
particular,  yet  lie  was  too  able  not  to  form  I 
another  plan  of  attack.  Having  made  a coali- 
tion between  the  discotdant  parlies  in  the  mi- 
nority. and  appointed  a general  muster  in  par- 
liament, he  still  continued  to  animate  the  mass 
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and  he  wished  they  mighi  not  feel  it  in  a very 
grievous  manner  : Thai  by  denying  this  liberty  < 
to  all  the  people  Of  England,  by  restraining 
all  loans  or  assistance  of  inoiiey  to  princesumd  Tl 
powers mbroad,  we  made  Holland  the  market 
of  Europe  and  the  mart  of  money  to  the  na- 
tions of  the  continent : Thnt  this  was  unjust 
and  imprudent  in  us,  when  our  subjects  had  ' 
money  to  trade  with  as  well  as  their  neighbours, 
when  his  Majesty’s  subjects  might  make  an 
advantage  even  of  his  very  enemiex,  were  it 
not  for  this.il!  judged  prohibition  : That  our 
neighbours  the  Dutch  would  rejoice  at  such  a 
procedure;  they  would  certainly  make  tliis 
most  fortunate  accident  as  beneficial  as  it  could 
be  to  their  people : That  the  contrary  could 
not  be  expected,  for  not  only  the  late  wars  of 
Europe  evince  that  the  greatest  of  dangers,  the 
most  formidable  enemies,  could  not  be  so  tert 
rifying  as  to  prevent  them  from  leuding  their 
money  to  tiieir  private  advantage;  hut  that 
even  in  their  ancient  war  with  Spain,  a war 
wherein  they  were  treated  not  only  as  enemies 
but  rebels,  and  bad  they  been  conquered,  they 
must  have  been  slaves  to  the  victor,  they  must 
have  submitted  to  popery  and  chains  : yet 
their  merchants  assisted  the  Spaniards,  even 


with  fresh  spirit.  His  labours  were  now  turned 
to  sow  discord  among  the  Hanoverian  allies,  to 
avail  himself  of  a growing  misunderstanding 
which  had  recently  appeared  between  England 
and  France,  to  encourage  the  emperor  to  per- 
sist in  his  refusal  to  admit  Spanish  garrisons  in-  I 
to  Pariua  and  Tuscany,  and  thus  to  counteract  I 
the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Seville.  Under  I 
his  auspices,  and  by  his  ilirection,  the  opposition  I 
brought  forwards  many  questions  calculated  to  1,1 
harrass  government,  and  to  render  themselves  i I 
popular.  The  expectations  formed  hy  the  dis-  [ 
affected  were  highly  sanguine ; and  a notion' 
prevailed  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  the 
fall  of  the  miuister  was  unavoidable.  Their  ! 
hopes  of  success  were  founded  on  the  disunion 
in  the  cabinet ; on  the  supposed  aversion  of  the 
king  to  Walpole,  and  on  the  disgust  of  those 
Wings  who  adhered  to  Townshend. 

“ The  first  trial  of  their  strength  was  made 
on  the  question  concerning  the  imperial  loan. 
The  Emperor,  by  the  treaty  of  Seville,  having  -j 
been  deprived  of  liberal  remittances  from  Spain,-  i- 
attempted  to  borrow  400,0001.  in  London.  A , 
bill  was  accordingly  presented  to  the  commons  , 
for  preventing  loans  to  foreign  powers,  without 
licence  from  the  King  under  his  privy  seal. 
Had  the  ministry  permitted  the  loan,  they  would 
have  been  abuudamly  and  deservedly  re- 
proached : advocates,  however,  against  (lie  pro- 
hibition were  r.ot  wanting.  The  hardships  of 
all  restraints,  the  disadvantage  to  us  and 
the  advantage  to  the  Dutch,  were  specious  ( 1 
pretences.  Walpolo  took  an  active  share 
in  combating  the  arguments  of  opposition,  and 
the  question  was  carried.  A sufficient  justifica-  1 
lion  of  the  measure  was,  that  the  want  of  mo- 
ney compelled  the  court  of  Vienna  to  submit 
to  terms  of  accommodation."  Coxe’s  Walpole. 
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in  that  most  hazardous  juncture,  with  money, 
with  arms  aud  ammunition  ; nor  could  we 
juppose  they  would  scruple  to  furnish  the  em- 
peror also  with  the  very  same  assistance,  wnen- 
cver  be  asked  it,  as  had  always  been  practised 
since  the  first  foundation  of  that  wise  republic. 
He.  added,  Tlmt  this  bill  was  a general  prohi- 
bition, extending  to  all  princes,  states,  or  po- 
tentates whatever : That  thus  we  were  wholly 
disabled  to  assist  the  best  allies,  the  truest 
friends,  and  those  who  really  well  deserved  our 
aid  : Hint  lie  wus  credibly  informed,  that  the 
king  of  Portugal,  to  whom  we  conld  have  no 
exception,  very  frequently  borrowed  money  of 
our  merchants  residing  within  lib  dominions  ; 
and  tlmt  it  could  not  be  denied  him,  without 
disobliging  a prince  on  whose  favour  our 
' commerce  depends,  nay,  exposing  it  to  his 
| severest  displeasure  : That  should  a proclama- 
tion issue  here,  the  British  subjects  who  reside 
| in  Portugal,  or  more  remote  dominions,  nmy 
contract  fur  loons,  though  liable  to  penalties, 

I of  which  they  may  be  wholly  unapprized:  That 
I be  had  therefore  the  most  powerful-motives  to 
' throw  out  the  Bill,  because  it  prevented  the 
people  of  England  from  aiding  their  friends  and 
allies  ; but  wlmt  was  more,  it  might  involve 
many  innocent  persons  in  unavoidable  guilt, 
and  expose  them  to  the  heavy  pains,  of.  un- 
known crimes.  But  bis  principal  objection  to 
| this  Bill  was  the  power  of  licensing  reserved 
' thereby  to  the  crown  : Thnt  he  believed  it  a 
| power  the  King  would  apply  to  the  welfare  and 
advantage  of  the  people,  therefore  he  wus  not 
against  it,  as  a power  in  the  hands  of  the 
i King  : but  lie  knew  it  would  be  influenced  by 
an  administration  ; thnt  whenever  these  li- 
cences issued,  it  must  be  through  the  hands  of 
, the  ministers  ; and  whilst  such  a prohibition 
continued,  lie  knew  not  but  the  licensing  trade 
i might  become  a new  branch  of  their  business, 
and  a managing  minister  might  make  it,  by 
tolerable  husbandry,  an  article  of  20,  30,  or 
40,0001,  a year  ; and  that  therefore  they  might 
I easily  see  it  was  not  for  the  honour  of  the  King, 

| or  the  interest  of  his  subjects,  that  any  such  Bill 
was  contrived,  but  tlmt  it  was  wholly  designed 
I for  creating  of  profitable  jobs,  and  making  a 
market  of  the  merchants.  That  lie  opposed  this 
I bill,  because  it  made  the  Court  of  Exchequer  a 
Court  of  inquisition  : Thai  it  gave  new,  great, 
and  extraordinary  powers  to  the  crown,  already 
armed,  in  his  opinion,  with  weighty  and  terrible 
authority  : That  whilst  it  restrained  our  mer- 
chants from  assisting  the 'princes  and  powers  of 
Europe,  it  permitted  our  stock  jobbers  to  inide 
in  their  funds  without  ary  interruption  : That 
lie  knew  for  whose  benefit,  this  complaisance 
was  designed,  but  that  jobbing  abroad,  in  the 
stocks  of  foreign  nations,  was  what  we  should 
least  encourage,  and  what  we  ought  most  to 
prohibit ; for  we  have  suffered  severrlv  by  that 
means  already,  and  our  ministry  would  never 
j give  ub  n lief  or  ass-stance  ; and  thus  our  peo- 
ple, when  they  trusted  their  money  with  our 
faithful  allies  the  French,  in  the  affair  of  the 
Mississipi,  were.^wsdbflQdjtrtkiayMhbj  ^ i 
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edicts  of  state,  and  had  nothing  but  paper  for 
specie  : That  notwithstanding  this  most  shame- 
ful treachery,  this  great  injustice  and  violation 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  tile  ministry  never  inter- 
posed with  the  least  good  office  for  their  suf- 
fering fellow  subjects,  who  have  irrecoverably 
lost  tlie  money  they  unhappily  advanced  in 
those  fatal,  those  faithless  schemes. 

Sir  lloliert  Walpole  replied.  That  he  thought, 
those  objections  more  proper  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House,  in  a Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  where  every  paragraph  would  be 
debated  ; where  every  member  might  reply  ns 
often  as  occasion  required,  anil  fully  pursue  the 
inquiry:  That  he  did  not  desire  this  Bill  for 
any  advantage  to  himself,  for  any  accession  of 
extraordinary  powers  to  the  crown,  or  for  any 
thiug  else,  but  the  pressing  occasion,  tb6  appa- 
rent necessity  of  this  important  conjuncture  : 
That  if  this  Bill  was  committed,  he  wonld 
heartily  concur  in  every  amendment  that  could 
be  with  reason  proposed  : Thnt  be  would  freely 
consent  the  Committee  should  make  it  a tem- 
porary law.  should  enact  it  for  a short  duration, 
ar.d  limit  the  continuance  for  a very  small  space 
of  time  : That  the  honourable  member,  who 
spoke  last,  had  departed  from  the  question  be- 
fore them ; hnd  opened  a charge  against 
France,  and  had  brought  in  the  old  Mississippi 
affair,  in  debating  a particular  Bill  on  an  argu- 
ment about  lending  money  : That  he  thought 
it  a weak  reasoning,  that  we  should  not  do  our- 
selves justice  in  ibis  point,  because  that  our 
neighbours  had  treated  us  ill  in  another;  and 
because  that  the  French  had  not  yielded  ns  all 
we  could  wish  for,  that  therefore  the  Parlia- 
ment should  not  in  this  case  do  all  that  they 
ought.  He  added,  Why  was  not  this  matter 
laid  open  in  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Nation,  but  that  this  was  an  objection  indeed 
to  the  French,  like  all  other  complaints  against 
France ; it  was  raised  en  occasion  of  proper 
precautions  to  prevent  a war  with  the  emperor: 
Tlmt  he  was  fully  convinced,  this  Bill  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance  and  necessity : That 
he  had  been  so  tender  in  this  argument,  that 
be  had  not  even  said  wlmt  he  was  authorized  to 
say;  he  had  meant  no  aspersions,  or  reflections 
on"  any  gentlemen ; Ire  was  willing  that  this 
and  all  other  dehates  should  be  managed  with 
decency  and  candour : But  since  thnt  these 
things  had  thus  passed,  lie  was  thereby  pro- 
voked to  declare,  what  lie  knew,  what  he  had 
the  King’s  leave  to  declare,  and  what  would  ef- 
fectually silence  the  debate;  that  he  was  very' 
much  inclined  to  soy  it,  he  would  say  it,  if  the 
gentlemen  required  it;  [Here  several  members' 
called  out  for  this  nffair]  he  Would  say  it  be-  . 
fore  he  xut  down  : This  Bill  was  not  drawn  or' 
promoted  from  any  other  view  than  its  great, 
necessity,  its  being  now  absolutely  expedient' 
In  the  pence  of  Europe,  and  the  general  repose 
of  mankind  ; for  he  could  say  it,  he  hud  the 
King's  have  to  declare  it  ; viz.  That  there  was 
at  tins  time  a subscription  transacted  for  the 
service  of  the  i mptror,  and  money  was  raising  - 

/wbis,IIHt)iPy.nl«:5hWt.;i^^Vt(h''5f-.i400,000/. 
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He  added.  That  this  pill  could  not  possibly  be 
a restraint  upon  trade,  or  a grievance  to  the 
merchants  in  any  one  lawful  point  of  com- 
merce : That  the  view  of  this  Bill  having  been 
to  prohibit  such  loans  and  assistance  to  the 
emperor,  who  could  not  inarch  his  armies,  or 
cloath  his  troops  without  supplies  of  money,  it 
was  not  just  or  reasonable,  he  should  have  as- 
sistance from  us  ; from  that  nation  - against 
which  he  was  forming  a war,  and  projecting 
future  disturbances ; could  the  emperor  main- 
tain the  soldiers  he  had  in  his  troops,  and  the 
numerous  forces  he  quartered  upon  his  own 
people ; or  conld  be  bring  them  into  the  field, 
without  treasure  to  pay  the  expence ; and  now 
when,  by  treaties  with  Spain,  that  prince  was 
deprived  of  those  subsidies  and  that  assistance, 
which  once  made  him  dangerous  to  us  ; when 
thus  he  is  happily  cut  off  from  all  commutjica- 
tiona  with  those  countries,  from  whence  his 
treasure  used  to  flow,  shall  the  people  of  Eng- 
land assist  him  themselves  with  supplies  ? Shall 
they  arm  on  enemy  « itb  strength,  which. his 
best  ally  denies?  And  the  British  merchants 
lend  their  money  to  a prince  against  the  British 
nation  ? If  this  should  be  done  in  the  time  of 
hostilities,  and  after  the  commencement  of  a 
war,  it  would  be  high  treason  by  law ; for  to 
aid,  abet,  or  assist  a foreign  power  at  war  with 
the  King,  is  expressly  declared  in  the  statute  of 
high  treason  : And  shall  the  merchants  be  al- 
lowed po  enable  a prince  to  become  our  enemy, 
whom  it  is  even  high  treason  to  aid  when  an 
enemy  ? shall  it  be  allowed  with  impunity  to 
aid  tne  emperor  to  inarch  his  troops,  and  yet 
open  rebellion  to  assist  the  emperor  whilst 
those  troops  were  marching  ? Must  the  quiet  yf 
ithe  whole  world  be  a victim  to  the  avarice  of 
men,  who  would  make  an  inglorious  advantage 
of  their  money  ? Must  men  he  indulged  in  those 
dealings  which  bear  such  analogy  even  to  high 
treason,  only  for  the  sake  of  self-interest  ? He 
added,  It  was  compassion  and  humanity  to  ig- 
norant unwary  men,  which  led  him  to  bring  iu 
"this  Bill;  for  in  case  of  a wjir  with  the  empe- 
ror, merchants  might  transact  with  his  imperial 
majesty  for  loans  before  it  broke  nut,  and  when 
their  second  payments  became  due,  it  would  be 
• within  the  statute  should  they  make  them  good; 
*0  that  such  a proclamation  would  warn  them 
of  approaching  dangers : It  would  give  them 
due  notice  of  a rupture,  and  prevent  them  in- 
curring the  unforeseen  pains  of  capital  crimes, 
by  coveiing  such  a premium  and  interest.  He 
owned,  ThaL  many  difficulties  had  occurred  to 
him,  and  the  gentleman  ordered  to  bring  in  this 
Bill : That  lie  was  sorry  to  be  sensible,  that  it 
could  not  be  60  effectual  as  many  might  wish, 
and  himself  had  most  heartily  desired  ; but 
was  tliis  an  argument  to  a House  of  Commons 
against  a Bill  for  such  important  ends,  that  be- 
cause they  could  not  do  all  that  they  would, 
therefore  they  must  not  do  all  that  they  could  ? 
if  their  power  could  not  wholly  prevent  those 
practices,  must  they  not  exert  the  utmost  of 
their  power  ? if  the’y  Imd  not  an  absolute  re- 
dress foj;  the  evil,  mult  they  not  jiad  out  .all 


I possible  redress ; and  because  they  could  not 
shut  up  all  the  avenues  of  assistance,  therefore  1 
must  they  leave  all  open  ? He  added.  That  it  I 
was  no  objection  10  the  Bill  before  ihein,  ilmt  '. 
any  prince,  state,  or  potentate,  was  equally  in-  I 
tended  with  the  emperor:  lor  that  the  end  of  it  ' 
was  to  prevent  a war  with  that  prince,  and  tq  E 
name  him  in  this  case  distinct  from  all  others 
would  amount  to  a full  declaration  of  Wnr;  be- 
sides, one  prince  might  borrow  money  for  ano- 
ther, and  elude  the  import  of  the  law : That  ta 
to  the  kiog  of  Portugal,  or  any  other  prince  in  ', 
alliance  with  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  his 
Majesty  would  readily  grant  his  allowance  for  | 
loans  to  so  good  an  ally : That  however  this  1 
law  would  not  have  an  effect,  hut  in  case  of  ap-  I 
parent  necessity;  if  the  emperor  gave  his  Ma-  * 
jesty  ■ reason  to  oppose  his  intentions,  it  mights 
produce  a future  proclamation,  yet  this  was 
eventual,  it  might  be,  or  it  might  not  he: 
And  if  it  ever  should  happen,  no  subjects 
of  Britain,  no  merchants  abroad  could  of- 
fend through  ignorance  of  such  a prude- 1 
mation  ; for  the  Bill  was  drawn  with  a blank, 1 
to  .be  filled  with  a proper  limitation  of  time,  >' 
before  the  law  should  take  place,  or  the 
prohibition  bold  good ; and  the  limitation  | 
might  be  very  large  and  extensive,  that  mer- 
chants abroad  might  he  duly  informed  of  the 
terms  which  the  law  had  enjoined,  lie  said, 
That  it  was  the  proper  policy  of  nations,  the 
reasonable  authority  vested  in  the  councils  of  a 
country,  to  use  such  precautions  and  lay  such 
prohibitions,  on  an  appearance  of  danger,  al-  • 
though  not  discerned  by  the  people:  That  the 
reason  uf  this  was,  because  they  had  early  and 
secret  intelligence  not  proper  for  the  public, 
view  when  immediately  received,  vet  highly  ex- 
pedient to  be  observed  : That  as 'to  the  indul- 
l ace  allowed  to  those  persons  who  traded  in!  1 
the  funds  abroad,  or  trusted  their  money  in  fo- 
reign  companies,  it  was  reasonable  and  proper, 
beoause  many  persons  thought  those  a good  se- 
curity for  their  fortunes:  That  many  of  the 
British  merchants  in  other  countries  had  no 
better  employment  for  cash  in  then-  hands;  and 
it  would  occasion  great  confusion  to  include 
those  cases  in  this  prohibition,  neither  indeed 
did  they  any  ways  relate  to  this  case ; for 
though  money  might  he  lent  to  the  emperorby 
private  persons,  he  would  never  have  aids  from 
the  public  companies  abroad.  He  owned,  that 
he  was  not  so  conversant  in  the  laws  ns  some 
gentlemen  were,  who  could  justly  support  this 
Bill  in  its  provision  for  a proper’  discovery  ofii 
evidence  by  precedents ; he  was  a stranger  to 
that;  but  he  himself  remembered  the  act  to,, 
prevent  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  from 
trading  in  the  Ostend  Company,  and  that  there 
the  same  method  of  discovery  was  provided; 
and  should  not  the  public  detect  such  a crimi- 
nal cumtnerce  with  a powerful  and  national- 
enemy,  when  they  were  allowed  it  against  »'  1 
little  interloping  company?  It  was  far  from  st>  I 
ting  up  a court  ol  inquisition,  it  was  far  from  I 
laying  hardships  or  severities  on  any  man ; hot  I 
i Ut|wM^or  ^^re^nuon^f^^ulgnt  dealing*  I 
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and  concealed  transaction;  ; and  it  involved 
tlie  party  in  nto  other  penalty. than  oncy  which 
he  could  not  incur  but  through-  conscious  guilt, 
which  he  might  easily. avoid  by  purging- himself 
of  (he  crime;  and  that  this  penalty  was. still  in 
the  judgment  of  the  House  to  be  limited,  by 
their  authority,  having  no  other  end- 1 bun  to  be 
such  a tax  upon  loans,  as  might  make  it  unpro- 
fitable to  advance  tlieiu  lor  the  highest  pre- 
miums or  interest.  He  also  observed.  That  the 
proclamation  provided  in  the  Bill,  tvns  the  same 
as  by  law  had  been  usual  in  the  case,  of  qua- 
rantine in  the  apprehensions  of  a pestilence, 
and  us  a prevention  of  any  contagious  distem- 
pers; lie1  thought  it  a reasonable  remedy  on  all 
such  uppenrances  of  danger ; it  would  nut  he 
made  use  of  unless  such  grievances  happened  ; 
and  if  they  did  happen,  he  thought  they  tie- 
served  n redress : He  therefore  insisted  on 
committing  this  Bill,  ns  highly  expedient  and 
necessary. 

Mr.  Wertlry  Montague  said,  That  he  had  a 

Eiiut  uf  Order  to  debate : tint  that  iionoura- 
le  member  had  brought  in  the  name  of  the 
King  to  influence  their  considerations  contrary 
to  a standing  rule  of  the  House-,  nnd  that  it 
was  never  allowed  that  the  name  of  the  King 
should  ever  be  used  upon  any  occasion  to  nwe 
llieir  proceedings,  or  to  over-bear  their  debates: 
tlmt  if  that  honourable  member  Imd  been  pro- 
perly careful  of  his  Majesty’s  honour,  lie  would 
not  Imre  mentioned  bis  name  at  tlmt  rate;  be 
.would  have  informed  them  of  the  evidence 
they  had,  and  regularly  brought  it  before  them 
iu  the  present  inquiry  : that  whatever  that  evi- 
dence might  bef  lie  supposed  it  must  come 
from  foreign  ministers,  and  he  thought  the 
House  ought  to  have  it  opened  in  a proper  par- 
linmeiuurv  wav.  He  added,  that  bis  opinion 
was  ugaiust  the  Bill,  for  lie  thought  it  restrained 
our  commerce,  and  we  miglit  us  well  prohibit 
all  commerce. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  replied,  That  the  man- 
ner of  his  declaruiion  bud  been  very  much  mis- 
taken, in  asserting  that  what  lit-  hud  said  was 
unparliamentary,  for  he  well  knew  and  duly 
observed  the  Orders  of  the  House  : that  he  hud 
not  brought  in  the  naaie  of  the  King  to  influ- 
ence gentlemen,  or  to  over- bear  the  debates; 

- tlmt  be  had  mentioned  the  positive  assurances 
which  were  received,  not  as  a Message  from 
•tile  King,  but  by  his  Majesty's  leave  ; uot  by 
bis  command,  but  only  by  bis  permission  ; that 
' the  station  he  was  in  obliged  him  to  ask  tlmt 
permission  because  that  by  bis  oath  he  was 
obliged  to  keep  the  Kind’s  counsel  secret,  and 
therefore  be  asked  this  allowance  from  his  Ma- 
jesty yesterday  morning,  nppfehcnding  the  de- 
bate of  this  day  would  require  him  to  mention 
it,  nnd  he  had  offered  it  to  prove  the  import- 
ance of  the  Bill  now  before  them. 

Mr.  Goultl  said,  He  was  n merchant  him- 
*elf:  that,  he  could  make  it  appear  to  the 
House,  the  emperor's  agents  had  been  in 
Change-alley  ; that  he  knew  a particular  Jew, 
who  had  been  applied lo/or  30, OOO/.and  others 
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them,  as  fearing  it  would  draw  the  displeasure 
nftbo  government  upon  them  : tlmt  be  thought 
the  Bill  a good  bill,  nnd  till  reasonable  licences 
might:  be  obtained,  whenever  they  might  an- 
swer an  iunoccut  purpose;  nuy,  he  thougbc 
they  ought  to.  be  grunted  when  applied  for 
without  any  charge  to  the  merchants ; which 
sir  Robert  Walpole  agreed  to.  Hereupon 

Mr.  Waite r Plolner  said,  Tlmt  he  would  not 
appose  the  design  of  (his  Bill ; lie  would  never 
oppose  whatever  might  strengthen  hi>  Majes- 
ty's liuiids,  lie  never  did  nor  ever  would  appear 
in  any  such  cause:  but  if  this  must  be  dune, 
why  was  it  to  be  effected  by  a proclamation  i 
why  were  the  ministry  to  he  judges  in  this 
case?  Jet  the  House  determine  the  fitness  of 
the  affair,  let  them  enact  the  prohibition, let 
.them  alone  have  the  absolute  direction,  and 
then  lie  had  nothing  to  offer  against  such  a Bill. 
To  this 

Mrl  Henri/  Pelham  replied,  That  that  gen- 
tleman misunderstood  them,  if  he  imagined 
that  lie  or  the  persons  employed  to  piepara 
and  bring  in  that  Bill,  intended  to  make  o ay 
ministers  judges  where  the  House  might  much  ' 
belter  decide;  but  it  was. a tenderness  to  the 
people,  that  made  them  provide  n proclama- 
tion ; they  hoped  this  affair  might  even  yet  ho 
adjusted  without  a prohibition ; hut  if  the 
House  would  not  have  it  eventual,  if  they  would 
liuve  it  immediately,  he  should  not  stand  in  op- 
position to  tuiy  such  demand. 

Mr.  Barnard  declared  himself  against  the 
Bill.  He  said,  tlmt  he  thought  i<  n restraint 
upon  commerce  that  could  uot  be  justified,  and 
such  restraints  had  ever  been  prejudicial  to 
ourselves:  that  lie  remembered  a Bill  uf  ibis 
sort  against  Sweden,  to  prohibit  all  commerce 
with  that  kingdom,  yet  the  consequence  was, 
that  we  were  forced  to  enable  our  merchants 
to  carry  it  on  in  Dutch  bottoms,  which  rendered 
the  prohibition  useless,  as  well  as  burdensome, 
before  we  took  it  off":  that  he  ihnnalit  if  tlie 
Dutch  could  assist  llieir  enemies  the  Spaniards 
in  a war,  where  rebellion  was  the  quarrel,  and 
the  crown  of  Spain  claimed  all  the  people  as  its 
natural  horn  subjects,  they  would  .surely  lead 
money  to  the  emperor  when  lie  applied  for  as- 
sistance. He  added,  That  the  argument  used 
ubout  merchants  incurring  high  treason  far 
llieir  second  .payments  was  very,  absurd,, for  no 
men  in  the  world  wou|d  contract  for  Jo.oyiq  op 
such  terms, -or  make  them. good.  Hp  insisted, 
that  they  should  name  the  emperor  .cjyressjy, 
and  not  make  a great  prohibition  to  afleqiyho 
whole  world  as  if  we  wyre.at.war  path  ail.  ^ jQe 
said,  that  however  the  practice  might  obtaimpf 
licensing  loans  to  his  majesty  of  Portugal,  or  to 
any  of  nur  good  allies,  tlint  ibis  p'ould  be  of.iio 
service  to  our  merchants,  who  would  lose  the 
advantage  of  lending  their  money,  because 
other  nations  could  furnish  such  Toans  .with 
more  readiness  ; and  whilst  opr,  vfere  applying 
for  permissions  to  tlie  crown,  the  others  wouU 
advance  such  assistances  in  the  mean  time, 
nnd  supplant  our  people  in  all  llieir  ui ones- 

MMMp 
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eived  it  unhnowu  to  the  laws ; hay, 
odious  to  the  constitution,  that  men  should'be 
obliged  to  accuse  themselves,  and  thereby  in- 
cur the  worst  of  penalties ; lie  knew  not  wlmt 
precedents  might  be  furnished  ; lie  believed 
that  they  could  easily  find  precedents  for  atiy 
thing  : but  he  thought  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try much  more  weighty  with  him  than  any  pre- 
cedents whatever;  anti  lie  would  never  consent 
to  a Bill,  which  he  thought  a -violation  of  our 
fundamental  laws,  a breach  of  our  dearest  li- 
berties, and  a very  terrible  hardship  on  man- 
kind. To  this 

Sir  Philip  Torke  (Attorney  General)  said, 
Thai  himself  nud  the  gentlemen  honoured  by 
the  House  with  their  commands  to  bring  in  the 
Bill,  bad  considered  the  Dutch  and  the  Eng- 
lish merchants  as  two  different  resorts,  where 
the  emperor  might  apply  for  assistance ; that 
if  one  shop  was  shut  up,  he  had  one  the  less  to 
make  use  of;  and  even  the  other,  if  our  true 
and  faithful  ally,  and  governed  by  reason  und 
right  policy,  not  under  extraordinary  influence, 
might  also  be  prevailed  on  to  stop  this  assist- 
ance of  money,  and  yield  a private  imerest  to 
the  common  cause  of  Europe ; he  thought  they 
were  very  well  justified  in  drawing  this  Bill,  not 
only  from  reason  and  the  fitness  of  things,  bui 
from  the  common  law  of  the  kingdom  : that 
the  King  had  a lawful  prerogative  io  recal  his 
subjects  by  proclamation  from  the  service  ot 
foreign  states,  and  should  he  not  also  have 
power  to  prohibit  them  from  lending  their 
money,  which  might  be  more  useful  and  dan- 
gerous than  even  the  service  of  their  persons : 

1 that  in  Ireland  the  parliament  had  made  it 
high  treason,  to  enlist  men  for  foreign  service 
without  licence  obtained  from  the  crown  ; and 
surely  a restraint  upon  money,  the  sinews  of 
war,  was  highly  expedient  any  where ; that  this 
law  was  intended  only  as  a temporary  restraint, 
a present  remedy  applied  to  an  approaching 
evil,  and  not  to  be  established  iu  perpetuity. 
He  observed,  that  the  clause  for  discovering 
evidence,  by  English  Bill  in  the  court  of  Ex- 
chequer, was  the  onlymethod  to  make  this  law 
effectual ; for  such  a transaction  as  lending  of  | 
money  in  this  manner,  would  always  he  done 
in  s' very  concealed,  a very  clandestine  way: 
that  if  they  did  not  pass  this  clause,  they  might 
justly  throw  out  the  whole  Bill,  for  there  would 
be  no  evidence  ever  to  support  its  design  : that 
many  such  laws  had  provided  such  methods  of 
discovery ; that  memorable  law,  among  others, 
which  punished  the  South  Sea  Directors,  made 
it  felony  to  refuse  answering  or  to  demur  to  a 
Bill  for  discovery  of  concealments;  ail'd  yet  if, 
they  did  discover  a concealment,  the  very  an- 
swer was  good  in  evidence  against  them,  and 
the  concealment  was  fdlony  ; hut  here  was  a 
limited  sum,  arid  no  other  penalty  could  be  the 
consequence,  attending  conscious  guilt  upon 
such  a Bill  of  discovery : that  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a court  of  equity,  such  a Bill  of  dis- 
covery would  have  beeu  allowed,  if  this  clause 
bad  nut 


Exchequer  had  maintained  the  legality  of  suits 
to  discover  frauds  and  misdemeanors  relating 
to  the  revenue ; nor  could  they  deny  that  this 
was  as  just  by  parity  of  reasoning;  though  if 
the'  House  should  throw  nut  thisHahse,  it  might 
make  the  Judges  unwilling  to  supp.W'itby  such 
a construction  ; and  therefore  lie  hopbd  they 
would  not  throw  it  out.  Hereupon  ' " 

Sir  William  Wi/ndham  said,  That  he  hoped 
when  this  Bill  was  committed  they  would  makd  1 
it  a reasonable  Bill:  That  the  mm.  member, 
who  spoke  last,  had  mentioned  a possible  case, 
that  the  Dutch  would  shut  up  their  shop  to  the 
Emperor;  and  soch  a bare  possibility  it  was, 
that  no  man  could  think  it  a common  pro- 
bability : that  in  the  late  wars  with  France,  We 
drew  them  into  a bargain,  and  paid  them  a 
price  to  discontinue  their  trade  with  the  French, 
which  they  did  for  one  year  only,  but  took  our 
money  for  two  or  three  more,  aud  when  re- 

3uired  to  follow  the  tenor  of  their  contract,  tliej 
eclared  they  neither  could  nor  would  do  any  I 
such  thing  : that  therefore  We  could  not  ini  a-  | 
gine  the  Dutch  would  refuse  to  lend  tlidit 
money  to  the  Emperor  now,  any  more  than  to 
trade  with  the  French  in  the  Queen’s  war: 
that  he  looked  on  all  these  restraints  upon 
liberty,  as  unjustifiable  powers  in  the  hands  of  1 
a ministry : and  that  to  argue  from  any  suspen'-  1! 
sion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  to  the  suspen1-  ; 
sion  of  trade,  was  to  argue  from  one  evil  to 
another:  That  he  was  also  against  the  practice  .j 
of  no  English  Bill  in  the  Exchequer,  to  discover  M 
evidence ; that  lie  had  heard  the  South-Sea  act 
mentioned,  but  though  it  was  a law,  and  there- 
fore to  he  tenderly  used,  he  was  no  ntbre  cob-  i 
vinced  of  the  justice  of  that  than  he  wasuf  thi?: 
and  that  he  found  from  some  passages  in  this 
debate,  that  because  wo  stood  in  fear  of  a War 
with  the  Emperor,  therefore  the  nation  must 
bear  whatever  the  French  should  impose. 

Mr.  Danvers  said,  Thut  this  was  a Bill  df 
Terrors;  and  that  though  a temporal  net,  it 
would  be  an  eternal  yoke  on  them  and  their  fel- 
low subjects  : tliat  since  the  honourable  mem- 
ber in  the  administration  had  opened  secret  in- 
telligence, they  should  also  know  what  bfe 
knew  of  this  matter  : that  the  Emperor  had  de- 
posited jewels  in  Holland,  as  a security  for  the 
sum  of  400,000/.  and  tlrathe  himself  ha’d  morihy  , 
to  lend,  and  he  did  hot  know  any  cause  wliy 
he  and  other  people  might  r.ot  make  an  advhfi-  - 
tageous  bargain,  as  well  astbeir  neighbours  the 
Dutch.  To  this 

Mr.  Fane,  member  for  Taunton,  replied, 
That  indeed  it  was  a Bill  of  Terrors,  aiid'He 
hoped  ic  would  prove  so  (o  all  the  King's  ene- 
mies; the  foes  to  the  peace  of  Great  Britain ; 
but  that  the  terror  of  our  enemies  would  bethe 
delight  of  our  friends ; and  added,  That  thic 
gentleman  was  misinformed,  Ibr  the  EtupeWr 
had  no  jewels  to  mrni  gage,  hut  the  revenue*  of 
liis  hereditary  countries. 


Then  tlie  question  being  put,  it  was  carried 
withont  any  division,  tilde  the  said  Bill  be_ 


indeed  to  a Committee  6P  the  whole  HodSfe, 

k#  ,fl.;  Wh’VTJrJf  1 ' ' L '1* 
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The  Petition  Bill  brought  into  the  House  of  | 
Commons.]  February  16.  Mr.  Samiys  moved,  | 
“ That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill,  for 
making  more  effectual  the  laws  in  being,  for 
disabling  persons  from  being  chosen  Members  1 
of,  or  jilting  ami  voting  in,  the  House  of  Coin- 
mom,  who  have  any  Pension,  during  pleasure, 
or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  ooy  oliices,  held 
in  trust  for  them,  from  the  crown."* 

This  motion  was  strongly  supported  by  the 
whole  strength  of  the  opposition.  Tue  follow- 
ing Oath,  to  be  taken  by  every  member  of  the 
House,  was  held  forth  to  be  n wise  and  a virtu- 
ous expedient,  for  preserving  the  iudepeudeucy 
of  parliament,  viz. 


• “ The  most  popular  nnd  plausible  measure 
proposed  by  opposition  was,  the  Pension  Bill, 
which  was  now  first  introduced,  nnd  which 
from  this  period,  became  a never-failing  topic 
of  antimioisterial  attack,  and  of  ministerial  de- 
fence. Sandys  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  disable  all  persons  from  sitting  in  parlia- 
ment, who  had  any  pension,  or  any  oliices  held 
in  trust  for  them  from  the  crown,  directly  or  in- 
directly; nnd  for  the  purpose- of  enforcing  this 
exclusion,  he  proposed  that  every  member,  on 
takiug  his  seat,  should  swear  that  he  had  not 
any  pension,  directly  or  indirectly,  did  not  en- 
joy any  gratuity  or  reward,  or  bold  any  office  or 
place  ot  trust ; and  that  after  having  accepted 
the  same,  he  would  signify  it  to  the  House 
within  14  days.  Walpole,  who  knew  die  un- 
popularity of  the  arguments  which  could  be 
urged  against  the  Bill,  and  appreciated  the  ef- 
fect of  those  which  would  be  brought  in  its  fa- 
vour, declined  taking  any  active  part  against  it, 
notwithstanding  the  express  injunctions  of  the 
King,  who  called  it  a villainous  hill,  and  the 
disgust  of  Tnwtishend,  who  was  unwilling  thut 
tfie  odium  of  its  rejection  should  be  cast  upon 
the  House  of  Lords.  He  dues  not  seem  to  have 
spoken  in  the  debate,  or  to  have  exerted  his 
ujual  influence  ; for  while  most  of  the  questions 
Wpported  or  apposed  by  government,  were 
passed  or  thrown  nut  by  n majoiity  of  more 
than  two  to  one,  the  bill  was  only  carried  by 
144  against  134.  It  was  negatived  by  the 
House  of  Lords  after  a Inug  debate,  and  a pro- 
test entered  by  86  peers.  A similar  fete  at- 
tended it  the  next  session ; and  during  his 
whole  administration,  sir  Robert  Walpole  never 
made  any  strong  opposition  to  it,  but  left  it  to 
be  rejected  by  the  upper  house.  It  was  now 
the  generally  received  opinion,  and  not  without 
foundation,  that  the  n.iuisier  suffered  the  Pen- 
sion Bill  to  pass  the  House  of  Commons,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  it  would  be  thrown  out  by 
the  peers.  Sandys  therefore,  in  the  subsequent 
session,  brought  forward  a motion  for  appoint- 
ing a Committee,  to  inquire  whether  any  mem- 
ben  had,  directly,  or  indirectly,  any  pensions, 
or  any  offices  from  the  crown  held  in  trust  for 
them,  in  part,  or  io  the  whole.  Walpole  ven- 
tured to  oppose  it;  he  called  jt  a motion  for 
erecting  the  House  into  a court  of  inquisition, 
and  urged,  ib8ttjtijnstj.6ed?ib«direMtB*ni«feichy 


‘ I do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear,  that  I 
‘ have  not  directly  or  indirectly,  any  pension 
‘ during  pleasure,  or  lor  any  number  of  years, 

‘ or  any  office,  in  part  or  m w hole,  from  the 
‘-crown,  held  for  u:e,  or  for  my  benefit,  by  any 
‘ person  whatsoever ; and  I do  solemnly  and 
‘ sincerely  promise  anti  swear,  that  I wul  not 
1 receive,  accept  or  lake,  directly  or  indirectly, 

1 during  the  lime  of  my  being  a member  of  this 
‘ parliament,  any  pension,  duriug>  pleasure,  or 
‘ fur  nny  number  of  years,  or  any  other  gratuity 
‘ or  reward  whatsoever,  or  any  office  IVopt  the 
‘ crown,  to  be  held  lor  me,  or  my  benefit,  in 
‘ part,  or  in  the  whole  thereof,  by  any  person 
‘ whatsoever,  without  signifying  the  same  to  this 
‘ House,  within  fourteen  days  after  I have  re- 
1 ceived  or  accepted  the  same,  if  the  parliament 
‘ be  then  sitting,  or  within  fourteen  days  alter 
‘ tbe  next  meeting  of  parliament.’  -- 

The  falsifying  this  oath,  was  by  the  enacting 
clause,  to  be  deemed  and  punished  as  wilful 
and  corrupt  peijury  ; nnd  tbe  seats  of  all  mem- 
bers, refusing  to  take  it,  were  to  be  vacated  as 
if  they  were  actually  dead  : aud  30/.  penalty 
was  enacted,  for  every  day,  a member  should 
sit  in  the  House,  without  taking  the  said  oath ; 
and  be  incapacitated  for  ever  alter,  either  from 
serving  the  crown,  or  sitting  in  parliament,  or 
enjoying  nny  place  of  profit  or  trust,  under  his 
Majesty,  or  his  successors. 

They,  who  opposed  it,  though  they  expressed 
as  great  a detestation  as  the  others  did  uf  cor- 
ruption, could  not  be  persuaded,  that  the  bill, 
should  it  pass  into  nn  act,  could  be  eflecluul, 
for  that  purpose,  without  violating  the  first 
principles  of  the  English  constitution.  “ Sup- 
posing, said  they,  a member  declaring,  within 
fourteen  (jays,  that  he  has  taken  a pension  or 
gratuity  from  the  crown,  or  tbnt  he  has  a place 
j held  for  him  in  tiust,  what,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  hill  in  question,  is  to  he  the  con- 
sequence? None  is  expressed  in  site  bill,  and 
if  die  minister,  as  is  alledged  by  tbe  friends  of 
the  bill,  has  such  an  alarming  influence  over 
the  House  of  Commons,  ns  to  render  the  bill 
necessary,  they  lieing  the  only  judges,  (for  it 
comes  before  no  .other  tribunal)  of  die  conse- 


the  bill  bad  met  with  in  tbe  upper  Imuse.  He 
declared  that  the  art,  if  passed,  could  not  an- 
swer the  end  for  which  it  was  proposed,  unless 
the  House  should  assume  in  itself  a power  un- 
known to  the  constitution,  namely,  a power  of 
compelling  every  member  that  was  suspected, 
to  accuse  himself,  not  of  any  thing  criminal,  for 
it  could  not  be  criminal  to  take  eitber  place  or 
pension  from  tbe  crown,  and  in  consequence  of 
dial  construction,  to  diiposiess  half  tlie  coun- 
ties nnd  boroughs  in  England  of  their  repre- 
sentatives. The  arguments  and  influence  of 
die  minister  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  thrown 
out,  by  806  against  143.  Yet  such  was  the 
unpopularity  of  tbe  rejection,  dial  many  mem- 
bers, -uspected  of  having  pensions -or  places 
held  in  trust,  ruled  fur  it,  lest  their  oppositipn 
might  disoblige  their  constituents.”  Core's 
oSnlpRkhpton  I i fn-ary  'Digitisation  V. i nit  ' « 
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quence  of  such  a declaration,  it  Will  be  easy  for 
him  to  obtain  a vote,  for  dispensing  with  the 
members  holding  whatever  he  Ims  declared  he 
enjoys  tinder  the  crown.  Tliusrit  will  be  always 
in  the  power  of  a minister,  not  only  to  elude,  the 
purposes' of  the  bill,  but  to  defeat  the  very  pur- 
poses of  the  acts  now  in  force  against  bribery 
arid  corruption,  and  which  this  Pension  Bill,  as 
it  is  called,  is  intended  to  make  more  effec- 
tual." 

But  even  supposing  the  Commons  to  be  in 
good  earnest  to  expel  the  member,  who  thus 
declares  he  holds  n place  or  a pension,  in  de- 
fiance of  ibis' act,  yet  still,  said  the  opposers  of 
the  bill,  this  would  be  both  highly  unconstitu- 
tional and  indecent,  because  it  implies  n‘ power 
to  be  lodged  ill  one  Mouse  of  Parliament,  to 
condemn  the  exercise  of  the  just  and  unques- 
tionable prerogative  of  the  crown,  in  mnking  a 
gift,  which  it  has  a power  to  make.  This  must 
he  attended,  said  they,  with  most  unconstitu- 
tional consqttcuces,  ns  the  House  of  Commons 
would  then  take  upon  themselves  to  sit  ns  an 
inquisition,  upon  the  proceedings  nnd  preroga- 
tive of  the  crown;  by  which  as  in  the  last 
century,  the  crown  itself  may  tumble  from  the 
head  of  the  sovereign. 

The  pernicious  consequences  of  the  bill, 
added  the  enemies  of  it,  did  not  even  stop  here. 
The  member  is  obliged  to  sw  ear, 'that  ho  shall  not 
directly,  or  indirectly  accept  of  any  pension, 
gratuity  or  reward,  or  any  place,  in  trust, 
from  the  crown.  Now,  may  not  the  severe 
construction  of  the  word  • indirectly,’ by  a future 
captious  House  of  Commons,  make  a member 
liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  bill,  if  the  crown 
should  think  fit  to  extend  its  favours  to  the 
children,  wife,  Or  relations  of  n member. 
Though  the  bill  seems  to  leave  the  House  open 
to  many  great  officers  and  place  men,  who  are 
not  disqualified  by  it,  vet  who  can  say,  that  the 
Hous’e  may  nor,  some  time  or  another,  apply 
the  word  indirectly  to  a member  accepting  a 
place  or  .office,  tlint  dues  not  disqualify  him, 
according  to  the  seeming  purport  ami  mean- 
ing of  the  bill.  Add  tii  this,  that  the  exercise 
of  litiy  part  of  the  prerogative,  even  -the  most 
salutary  and  necessary  part  of  it,  such  as 
giffin ring  pardon  for  offences;  the  remitting 
fines  and  forfeitiifes,  the  receiving  grants,  pa- 
tqilts,  and  the  like;  mav,  some  time  or  other, 
bb  construed  into  an  indirect  influence.  The 
ci'tViVil'  has  sufficient  powers,  which  it  can  avow', 
and  which  nre  ih  no  degree  affected  by  the 
bill,  r.r  create 'hs  much  inllaerice  in  the  House 

sinri  to  Ctnploy;  and  unless  ail’ great  offices 
and  places,  ns  well  as  pensions,  become  dis- 
qualifications; the  purposes  of  the  bill  never 
can  be  answered. 

Upon  the  ‘wlffile,  therefore,  die  question 
Upon  thjs'billTtail  no  regard  nor  relation  to 
corruption;  "tHt  opposers  of  it  expressed  them- 
selves as  Willillg,  iis  the  friends  of  it  were,  in 
going  Oil  ■IbAfeths  to  punish- corruption,  but  die 
fibjectibiV'Was  tbWIt  was  inconsistent  with 
tbe.lnws 
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dint  the  king  and  the  peers  should  give  their 
assent  to  n bill,  which  invested  the  Common* 
with  powers,  which,  should  they  be,  as  in  former 
dines,  misapplied,  rendered  them  paramount 
to  "die  oilier  two  branches  of  the  legislature, 
and  extended  tlieir  judicial  capacity  lo  mat- 
ters, nf  which  they  could  not  constitutionally; 
take  cognizance.”  . 

The  Pension  Bill  passed  bp  the  Commons.] 
Those  arguments  against  the  form  and  man- 
lier of  the  hill,  though  unanswerable,  were 
unregarded.  The.  Cry  of  corruption  struck  an 
awe  into  many,  who  were  in  their  heart* 
against  the  bill,  and  'many  more  fell  in  with 
the  stream  of  popularity,  ami  voted  lor  it, 
because  they  thought  it  would  be  rejected  by 
the  House  of  Peers.  . This,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  was  the  opinion  of  the  minis-, 
ter  himself,  for  though  the  bill  was  opposed 
by  some  of  his  friends,  who  bad  very  little 
either  to  hope  or  to  fear  from  popularity,  yet,  it  7 
is  certain,  he  did  not  exert  himself  to  h.ire 
it  thrown  out ; for  the  question  was  carried  in  I 
favour  of  the  bill,  by  a majority  of  14-1  against  I 
134;  mid  Mr.  Sandys,  sir  Edward  Stanley,  and  ^ 
Mr.  Wyndham,  were  ordered  to  bring  it  in.  I 
After  this  it  had  an  easy  passage  through  the 
Commons.* 

A Motion  in  the  Lords  for  a List  of  Pensions  *' 
passes  in  the  Negative.]  March  19.  The 
House  of  Lords  being  moved,  “ That  an  hum-  P 
ble  Address  be  presented  to  Iris  Majesty,  that 
he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  to  he 
laid  before  this  House  a List  of  all  Pensions  f 
payable  by  the  crown."  And  a question  be- 
ing stnted  thereupon,  the  previous  question  I 
was  put,  whether  that  question  shall  be  now 
put?  It  was  resolved  in  the  negative,  con-  - 
tents  30,  iiot-contems  83. 

Protest  thereon.]  Dissentient’ 

f “ Because,  we  think  this  question  ought  ' 
to  have  been  put  nnd  passed  in  the  aliirnm-  U 
live,  since  no  instance  could  be  given,  that  the 
List  of  Pensions  was- denied,  when  called  for  V 
by  Cither  House  of  Parliament;  and  we  can-  1 
not  imagine  there  can  ever  be  h more  proper  0 
time  to  address  the  crown  for  that  List  to  be  j 
laid  before  this  Iluiise,  than  when  they  nre  lo 
.enler  upoifethe  consideration  of  a bill,  which  « - j 
calculated  to  prevent  the  members  of  the’  • 
Hortse  of  Commons,  for  the  future,  from  , 
silting  and  voting  under  any  undue  influences  1 
_3.  “ Because  we  conceive,  the  refusal1  of 
complying  with  this  question  will  be  misiiH"  ^ 
terpre'ed  without  doors,  w hether  the  bill  shall  : 
pass  or  be  rejected;  for  in  one  cave,  it  will  I 
give  just  reason  to  believe  the  List  of  Pension*-'# 
was  tilled  with  members  of  the  House  of  Com--' 
mons : and  though  this  House  would  concur  ' 
to  prevent  the  evil,  they  were  tender  of  ex- 
posing the  names  of  particular  persons:  in  the 
other  case  it  would  raiso  n jealousy,  that  there  1 
were  too  many  members  of  this  House  who 


•non- 
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were  upon  that  List;  which  aspersion  ought, 
as  we  conceive,  to  have  been  obviated,  by  pro- 
ducing those  Lists,  and  making  them  public, 
as  in  former  times  Inis  been  frequently  done. 

. (Signed,)  Berkshire,  Beaufort,  Foley, 

Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Abingdon,  Co- 
ventry, Litchfield,  Avlesl'unl,  Buthurst, 
Thanet,  Strafford,  Gower,  Hereford.” 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  on  the  fention  Bill.'] 
March  21.  A Bill  for  milking  more  effectual 
die  laws  in  being  for  disabling  persons  from 
being  chosen  members  of,  or  sitting  or  voting 
iu  the  House  of  Commons,  who  hove  anv 
pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  any  number  of 

fears,  or  any  offices  hidden  in  trust  for  them, 
y obliging  nil  persons  hereafter  to  be  chosen  to 
serve  for  the  Commons  in  parliament  to  take 
the  oath*  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a se- 


* The  following  is  n copy  of  the  said  Bill : 

“That  after  the  24th  of  June  1730,  no  per- 
son who  shall  he  elected  a member,  shail  sit 
and  vote  in  the  House  of  Commons,  during  nny 
debate  there,  after  their  Speaker  is  chosen, 
until  he  hath  taken  the  oath  following,  and  I 
subscribed  the  same,  viz. 

‘ I A.  B.  do  solemnly  nnd  sincerely  swear, 

* that  I have  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
‘ pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  any  number  of 
‘years,  or  nny  office  in  part,  or  in  the  whole, 

' from  the  crown,  held  forme,  or  for  my  bene- 
‘ fit,  by  auy  person  whatsoever,  and  I do  so- 
‘ Jemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear  that 

* I will  uot  receive,  accept  or  take,  directly  or 
' indirectly,  during  the  time  of  my  being  a 

* member  of  this  jjarliument,  any  pension 
1 during  pleasure,  or  for  any  number  of  years, 

‘ or  any  other  gratuity  or  reward  whatsoever, 
‘or  any  office  from  the  crown  to  be  held  for 
‘ me,  or  for  my  benefit,  in  part,  or  in  the  n hole 

* thereof,  by  any  person  whatsoever,  without 
‘ signifying  the  same  to  this  House  within  four- 
■ teen  days  after  I have  received  or  accepted 
‘the  same,  if  the  parliament  lie  then  sitting, 

‘ or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  next  meeting 
‘ of  the  parliament.  So  help  me  God.'" 

“ Which  Oath  shall  be  in  this  and  every  suc- 
ceeding parliament,  solemnly  and  publicly 
taken  and  subscriber!  hy  every  member  of  tin? 
House  of  Commons,  ut  the  table  iu  the  middle 
of  the  said  Honsc,  ut  the  same  lime  lie. takes 
the  oath  by  law  directed,  whilst  a full  House  of 
Commons  is  there  duly  silting,  with  their 
Speaker  in  his  chair:  And  if  any  member  so. 
taking  the  oath,  and  subscribing  as  before  di- 
rected, shall,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  said  oath, 
have  any  pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  nny 
number  of  years,  or  auy  office  from  the  crown", 
in  part,  or  in  the  whole,  held  in  trust  for  him, 
or  his  benefit ; or  shall,  during  his  being  a 
member,  receive,  or  take  any  pension  during 
pleasure  : nr  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any 
°ther  gratuity  or  reward  whatsoever,  or  unv 
office  to  be  held  for  him  or  his  benefit  from  the 
•town,  withotrt;i^®i^|(1§ffi<epi^hjt,  infb£h: 
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cond  time  : And  it  being  proposed  to  commie 
the  Bill,  it  «as  resolved  in  the  negative,  by 
86  against  31. 

Protest  on  a Resolution  against  Committing 
the  pension  Bill.] 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  all  objections  ngainst- particular 
clauses  or  expressions  in  the  Bill  would  have 
bceu  regularly  the  subject  of  debate  in  a Com- 
mittee, and  might  have"  been  there  removed,  if 
it  should  have  appeared  nectssary,  by  making 
such  amendments  to  the  Bill  ns  the  wisdom  of 
the  House  should  have  thought  proper. 

2.  “ Because  wc  conceive  the  general  design 
of  this  Bill  to  be  highly  reasonable,  and  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  constitution  of  par- 
liaments ; ami  aro  therefore  extremely  con- 
cerned it  should  not  receive  even  die  counte- 
nance of  a commitment,  when  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  alone  would  have  beeu  imme- 
diately affected  by  it,  had  passed  if,  as  we  ap- 
prehend, with  so  much  regard  to  their  country, 
and  so  much  honour  to  themselves. 

3.  “ Because  this  Bill  does,  in  effect,  enact 
nothing  new,  since  it  only  enforces  the  observa- 
tion nod  prevents  the  evasions  of  former  laws, 
which  were  judged  necessary  for  the  public 
good  by  so  many  parliaments,  mid  which  we  do 
not  apprehend  that  our  experience  since  has 
given  us  reason  to  look  upon  as  less  necessary 
for  the  same  purposes  at  this  time.  By  one  ut" 


House,  as  aforesaid,  sucb  member  shall  be, 
and  is  hereby  adjudged  and  declared  to  be 
guilty  of  wilful  nnd  corrupt  perjury,  and  being 
thereof  convicted  by  due  course  ol  Inw,  shall 
incur  nnd  sutler  the  pains  arid  penalties,  which, 
by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm,  are  in- 
flicted in  cases  of  willhl  and  corrupt  perjury  ; 
nud  shall  from  llit  nctfoilh  be  incapable  of  tak- 
ing, holding,  or  enjoying  any  office  wl.atso- 

“ If  any  member  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
rakennd  subscribesucboaiIi,.us before  directed, 
the  plnce  for  which  such  person  was  elected  is 
hereby,  without  any  older  conviction  nr  pro- 
ceeding, declared  void  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
oses,  as  if  such  member  was  actually  dead, 
n case  any  member  shall  presume  to  sit  anil 
vote  in  the  House  of  Commons,  after  tho 
Speaker  is  chosen,  without  taking  the  oath 
aforesaid,  such  member  shall,  over  and  above 
the  penalties  already  inflicted,  forfeit  the  sum 
of  30/.  for  each  day  lie  shall  sit  and  vote,  to  be 
recovered,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  hint  or 
them  who  shall  sac  for  the  same,  and  to  be 
prosecuted  by  nny  action,  suit,  bill,  or  inform- 
ation, in  any  of  his  Majesty’s  courts  of  record 
ut  Westminster,  wherein  no  essoifcn,  protection, 
or  wager  of  law,  or  mure  than  one  imparlance; 
shall  be  admit  ledjor  allowed ; and  shad  irora 
thenceforth  he  incapable  of  takintt,  holding, 
or  enjoying  nny  office  or  employment  of  profit  nr 
trust  under  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors, 
nr  of  silling  or  voting  iu  cither  Iicuse  of  Paiita- 
tWPStuv thamptriiyi.ihraiy  Digitisation  Unit 


PARL.  HISTORY,  3 George  II.  1730. — Protest  thereon. 


796]  PAUL.  HIST.  3 George  II.  II 

these  lares  no' person,  who  has  a pension  from 
the  crown  during  pleasure,  cau  tit  in  llie  House 
of  Commons;  but  the  effect  of  this  law  was, 
or  might  have  been  evaded,  in  great  measure, 
by  grants  of  pensions  for  certain  terms  of 
years,  whereof  we  presume  that  examples  have 
not  been  wanting.  To  remedy  or  prevent  this 
abuse,  it  was  enacted  by  another  fare,  that  no 
persop,  wlio  enjoys  a pension  from  the  crown 
for  any  number  of  years,  shall  sit  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  under  certain  penalties  therein 
mentioned;  but  the  effect  of  this  law  likewise 
is,  nr  inny  be  entirely  evaded  several  ways;  it 
is,  or  may  be  evadeil  by  giving  occasional  gra- 
-tuities,  or  making  annual  presents,  which  will 
not  be  construed  to  fall  under  the  denomination 
of  pensions,  and  which  are,  however,  in  their 
nature,  and  must  be  in  their  effect,  manifestly 
the  same;  it  is,  nr  may  be  evaded  also  by  the 
difficulty  of  discovering  and  convicting  those 
who  presume  to  break  it,  siuce  there  is  ground 
to  believe,  by  what  has  happened  lately  in  this 
House,  os  well  ns  ou  some  other  occasions,  that 
the  Commons  would  find  it  difficult  to  obtain 
those  accounts,  which  can  alone  shew  what 
pensions  are  paid  to  particular  persons.  We 
observe  further,  that  by  the  laws  now  in  force, 
all  those  who  bold  certain  offices  therein  spe- 
cified, as  well  as  all  those  who  hold  any  offices 
erected  since  that  time,  are  made  incapable  of 
sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons ; and  that 
whoever  accepts  of  auy  office  or  employment 
under  the  crown  cannot  sit  in  that  House  till 
he  has  been  re-elected  : Now  it  appears  to 
us,  that  all  those  good  and  laudable  provisions 
may  be  rendered  fruitless;  that  the  House  of 
Commons  may  be  filled  with  persons,  who  are, 
by  law,  incapable  of  sitting  there;  that  the 
electors  may  be  deprived  of  that  reasonable  op-, 
tion  which  the  law  has  given  them,  whether  they 
will  trust  the  same  person  to  represent  them, 
after  he  lias  accepted  an  employment,  whom 
they  elected  to  represent  them  when  lie  had 
none ; and  nil  tins  may  be  effected  by  the 
single  expedient  of  getting  an  office  or  em- 
ployment to  be  held  by  some  person,  who  is 
not  a memberiof  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
trust  for  one  who  is.  We  shall  not  determine 
on  public  fame  or  private  suspicion,  whether 
nil  or  some  of  these  abuses  and  evasions  of  so 
many  acts  of  parliament  have  prevailed  or  not; 
but  since'it  is  evident,  that  they  may  be  easily 
introduced  under  a corrupt  administration,  we 
must  be,  of^  opinion,  that  a law  which  would 
prevent,  them  as  effectually  as,  we  believe,  the 
Hill  sent  up  by  the  Commons  would  have  doue, 
could  not  have  met  with  too  great  encourage- 
ment from  this  House,  nor  have  been  passed  too 

4.  “ Because  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  argu- 
ments used  against  this  Bill,  drawn  from  tjje 
necessity  cr  expediency  ,nf  preserving  an  in- 
fluence to  the  crown  by  the  power  of  reward- 
ing, are  either  not  at  all  to  the  present  purpose, 
or  else  are  applied  to  prove,  that  an  influence 
guarded vngainsc  by  so  many  solemn  acts  of 
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nivanceof  parliament;  and,  we  think,  it  would 
be  much  more  for  the  honour  of  this  House,  if 
these  arguments  were  of  real  weight,  to  he 
prevailed  upon  hy  them  directly  to  repeal  the 
laws  above-mentioned,  than  by  rejecting  a Bill  » 
designed  to  render  those  Inws  effectual,  to  seem 
as  «e  apprehend,  to  approve  all  the  evasion*  ‘ 
of  tltem,  whip!)  have  beeu  or  can  be  invented 
and  put  in  practice.  , 

5-  " Becausp  we  think,  that  although  this 
Bill  tenils  to.restruin  any  illegal, and  dangerous 
influence  over  the  House  of  Commons,  yet  it 
leaves  such  au  influence  entire  to  the' crown,  as 
will  appear  at  least  sufficient,  when  we  con- 
sider that  there  are  in  the  present  House  of 
Commons,  hardly  less  than  two  hundred  mem- 
bers  who  hold  such  offices  and  employments 
under  the  crown,  as  would  have  CQittinued  to 
be  tenable  by  them,  if  this  Bill  bad  passed; 
and  even  the  power  of  granting  pensions  for 
life  to  members  of  parliament  openly,  would 
have  still  remained  ill  the  crown. 

6.  “ Because,  strictly  speaking,  all  influence 
over  either  House  of  Parliament,  except  that 
which  arises  from  a seuse  of  thoscditties  wbicb 
we  owe  to  our  King  and  country,  ure  improper, 
and  the  particular  influences,  which  this  Bill 
was  intended  to  preveut,  are  not  only  iropro-  I 
per,  but  may,  and  naturally  must,  in  course  of 
time,  become  extremely  pernicious  both  to  the 
crown  and  to  the  people;  lor,  first,  although 
this  influence  appears  to  be  that  of  the  crpnn, 

it  may  become  virtually  that  of  the  minister, 
and  be  applied  to  deceive  the  prince  ns  well  as 
to  oppiess  the  people,  if  ever  a corrupt  minis'  , 
ter  should  have  the  disposition  of  places  and 
the  distribution  of  pensions,  gratuities  and  re-  ‘ 
wards;  be  may  create  such  an  influence  as 
shall  effectually  deprive  the  prince  of  the  great  | 
advantage  of  knowing  the  true  sense  of  his 
people;  and  a House  of  Parliament  being  pre- 
vailed upon  to  approve  such  measures  as  the 
whole  nation  dislikes,  he  may  be  so  confirmed 
in  the  pursuit  of  them,  as,  for  the  sake  of  an 
uuworlhy  servanl,  to  lose  the  affections  of  his 
people,  whilst  he  imagines  that  lie  both  de- 
serves and  possesses  them.  In  the  next  place, 
if  ever  this  improper  influence  should  obtain  a 
certain  degree  of  strength,  these  terrible  con- 
sequences must  inevitably  flow  fruro  it,  that 
the  worst  proposals  lor  the  public  will  be  <b<*  - 
most  likely  to  succeed,  and  that  the  weakest 
ministers  will  be  the  best  supported;  the 
reason  whereof  we  take  to  be  extremely  plain, 
since  this  improper  influence  may  be  directed 
to  any  purpose  whatsoever,  and  will  always  b® 
most  exerted  where  it  is  most  wanted,  that  is, 
in  the  support  of  ill  measures  and  weak  mi- 

7.  “ Because  we  agree,  that  ns  national  or 
other  circumstances  have  exposed  the  crown  to 
any  new  danger,  tliesecurity  of  fidelity  pud  ah 
legiance  given  by  the  oat  hi.  of  tjte 

the  crowa  has  beeu  increu^Urara  (itqp  fotime; 
and  we  therefore  think, ,.tb"at,'  by  a parity  ofrea- 
sou,  some  ereatersecurity.thaii  was  formerly  ®x- 


757]  PARL.  HIST.  3 Geo.  II.  1730!'— 77ie  Pension  Bill  rejected  by  the  Lords.  [793 


representatives,  for  a faithful  discharge  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  them;  because  this  trust, 
which  is  the  same  as  it  was  iu  every  oilier  re- 
spect, is  come  to  be  much'  greater  than  it  Was  ; 
in  respect  to  those  heavy  tales  vrhieh  have  been 
for  many  years  past,  and  which,  ns  we  fear, 
must  be  for  nil  succeeding  times  annually  laid 
by  parliament  on  the  people,  ns  well  ns  to  those 
immense  debts  which  huve  been  contracted, 
and  which  ive  apprehend  to  hare  annually  in- 
creased upon  the  nation  : The  service  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  formerly  a real  ser- 
vice, therefore  often  declined  and  niways  paid  for 
by  the  people  ; it  is  now  no  longer  paid  for 
by  the  people,  and  so  far  from  being  declined, 
that  it  has  beuu  courted  nud  sought  after  at 
great  expence.  How  far  these  considerations, 
together  with  that  of  the  vast  increase  of  the 
Civil  List  revenue,  and  of  the  debts  contracted 
on  it  in  the  former  reigns,  deserve  to  enforce 
the  reasons  for  exacting  some  new  and  stronger 
engagements,  from  the  members  of  the  House 
OP  Commons  to  those  whom  they  are  chosen  to 
fepreseut,  is,  we  think,  sufficiently  obvious. 

8.  “ Although  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the 
multiplying  of  oaths,  without  great  and  evident 
reasons,  ought  to  he  avoided,  yet  an  oath  being 
the  most  solemn  engagement  which  men  cun 
be  laid  under,  we  judge  it,  on  that  very  ac- 
count, the  more  proper  to  be  imposed  upon  this 
important  occasion  ; nor  w ill  the  probability 
of  its  being  broke  through,  by  the  iniquity  of 
mankind,  he  an  argument  of  greater  force 
against  this  bill,  tlmn  nguinst  any  oilier  law 
tilnde1  for  preventing  any  other  crime  whatso- 
ever.  (Signed)  Huntingdon,  Bruce,  Ply- 

mouth, Mnntjny,  Northampton,  Straf- 
ford, Hereford,  Craven,  Oxford  and 
Mortimer,  Ker,  Sunderland,  Berkshire, 
Aylesford,  Litchfield,  Maynard,  Foley, 
Coventry,"  Masham,  Bristol,  Bathurst, 
Beaufort,  Warrington,  Gower,  Abing- 
don, Boyle,  Thnnet.” 

The  Pension  Bill  .rejected  by  the  Lords.] 
TJien  the  tarnation  was  pur,  whether  the  said 
Bill  shall  be  rejected  l It  was  resolved  in  the 


Protest  thereon.]  * Dissentient', 

1.  “ Because  the  evident  intention  of  this 
Bill,  was  ohly  to  make  a fotther  advance  to- 
wards gaming  that  good  end,  which  the  legis- 
lature hitherto  has,  we  fear,  too  weakly  endea- 
voured to  cotnpBSs,  the  prevention  of  corrup- 
tion ; which,  it  must  he  owned,  is  an  evil  of 
vd  mischievous  a nature,  so  apt  to  spread  and 
gtqw  epidemical,  that  a wise  and  virtuous  peo- 
ple will  apply  the  most  timely  and  effectual  re- 
medies tlmt  can  be  devised  fnr  the  cure  of  it, 
fince  a nation  once  infected  must  boon  get  the 
better  of  so  contagions  a distemper,  or  it  will 
toon  get  the  bettdr  of  the  nation. 

9.  •*  Because  we  can  hnrdly  frame  in  our 
minds  n more  reasonable  method,  tlmn  the 
sanctiou  of  such  an  oath  of  purgation  ns  was 
“**e  been  taken  if  all  the  members  of  the 
Hour  of  CoiDat'tilJsj  if  tbi»'bul'b*d  potted  iato1 


a law,  to  preserve  that  purt  of  the  legislature 
pure  and  free  from  that  kind  of  bribery,  which 
seems,  from  the  nature  or  it,  to  he  the  most 
pernicious,  a secret  unavowed  pension;  or 
what  (however  different  in  uatne)  would,  we 
fOar,  be  too  much  the  same  in  effect,  an  office 
in  trust,  or  a clandestive  gratuity. 

I S.  “ Because  the  act  of  Parliament  which 
passed  last  year,  though  it  contains  some  ex- 
cellent provisions  against  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, and  ought,  in  our  opinion,  ever  to  be  held 
snereri,  inviolable,  und  a fundamental  part  of 
our  yet  free  constitution,  wanted  still  some- 
thing, as  we  judge,  to  make  if  more  complete, 
for  establishing  an  oath  far  the  elected  as  well 
as  the  electors;  which  being  done  by  this  bill, 
we  cannot  but  look  upon  it  to  have  been  a sea- 
sonable and  necessary  addition  to  those  laws 
already  enacted  for  the  same  purpose,  in  order 
to  guard  us  more  strongly  against  the  powerful 
and  malignant  influence  of  wicked,  aspiring, 
nnd  despotic  minister*!,  who  con  invent  no  arti- 
fices so  likely  to  subvert  the  libeities  of  the 
people,  as  by  corrupting  those  who  are  chosen 
to  defend  them. 

4.  “ Because,  we  apprehend,  the  House  of 
Commons  may  think  themselves  unkindly  treat- 
ed by  us,  for  rejecting  n bill  sent  from  them  of 
great  consequence,  by  which  they  designed  only 
to  secure  their  own  honour  anti  the  nation's 
liberties,  nud  tlmt  concerned  only  their  own 
members,  without  allowing  it  even  the  usual 
lonns  of  commitment;  and  the  rest  of  our 
fellow  subjects  will,  we  feur,  hardly  be  cha- 
ritable enough  to  think  that  one  House  of 
Parliament  could  be  perfectly  unbiassed,  when 
it  refused  so  proper  an  expedient  to  make, 

in  a great  measure,  the  other  so. -(Signed) 

Plymouth,  Beaufort,  Moiiijny,  War- 
rington, Berkshire,  Strafford,  Aylesford, 
Bruce,  Litchfield,  Ker,  Sunderland, 
Bristol,  Gower,  Bathurst, Boyle,  Here- 
ford, Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Masham, 
Maynard,  Coventry,  Foley,  Thnnet, 
Craven,  Huntingdon,  Abingdon,  North- 
ampton.” 

The  Commons'  Address  to  the  King  respecting 
the  Harbour  iff  Dunkirk.]  Feb.  11.  The 
Cninmons  resolved,  “ That  nn  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  be' will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions,  that 
the  orders,  instructions,  reports  and  all  pro- 
ceedings had  in  regard  to  ihe Portend  Harbour 
of  Dunkirk,  since  the  demolition  thereof,  be 
laid  before  this  Hou'e.”*— On  the  following 
dny,  la’s  Majesty  agreed  to  this  Address. 


• “ The  opposition  had  been  long  impressed 
with  a notion,  tlmt  the  minister  was  in  a secret 
compact  with  the  court  of  France,  to  suffer' 
that  king  to  repair  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk.. 
They  knew,  that  nothing  would  more  exasperate 
the  nation,  than  the  suffering  that  harbonr  to 
be  repaired,  ifit  could  be  proved,  andthat  the 
suspicion  of  conniving  at  it  would  fall  upon  the 
'EngUih'toimsiry.1  iii&yMSftiSiy  tttiHftVtv’wt* 


79D]  PARL.  HISTORY,  3 Georoe  II.  1730.— East  Lidia  Company’’  Charter,  [sqo 


Feb.  27.  The  Commons  resolved,  “That 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  Ids  Majesty, 
to  return  him  the  Thanks  of  this  Hoose,  for  his 
Majesty’s  early  enre  and  attention  for  the  inte- 
rest of  this  nation,  in  causing  proper  applica- 
tion to  he  made  to  the  court  of  France,  not 
only  for  putting  a stop  to  the  Works  carrying 
on,  but  for  demolishing  such  sis  had  been  made 
by  the  inhabitants  nt  Dunkirk,  for  repairing 
the  port  and  channel  there ; and  to  express 
our  satisfaction  in  the  good  efl'ects,  which  his 
Majesty’s  instances  have  had,  by  obtaining  ex- 
press orders  from  the  most  Christian  king,  for 
causing  to  be  destroyed  all  the  Works  that 
may  have  been  erected  nt  Dunkirk,  contrary  to 
the  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and  the  Hague,  mid 
our  reliance  upon  their  being  faithfully  exe- 
cuted ; and  further  to  declare  our  satisfaction 
in  the  firm  union  and  mutual  fidelity  which  so 
happily  subsist,  and  are  so  strictly  preserved, 
between  the  two  crowns.” 


“ Gentlemen, 

“ I thank  you  for  this  Address,  which  is  very 
pleasing  and  acceptable  to  me  ; and  J make 
no  doubt,  but  the  most  Christian  king  will, 

Krsuant  to  the  mutual-fidelity  which  subsists 
tween  the  two  crowns,  cause  the  Orders  to 
be  effectually  executed,  which  he  has  given  at 
my  instances,  for  demolishing  the  Works  that 
have  been  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Dun- 
kirk, contrary  to,tbe  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and 
the  Hugue.”* 


voted,  ‘ That  the  King  should  direct  tiint  the 
‘ orders,  instructions,  reports  and  all  proceed- 
‘ i"g5  had  in  regard  to  the  port  nnd  harbour  of 
‘ Dunkirk,'  since  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk, 
should  be  laid  before  the  House.  This  absurd 
motion  was  made  upon  the  information  and  at 
the  instigation  of  lord  Bolingbroke,  nn  invete- 
rate enemy  to  the  minister,  who  pretended  that 
he  could  bring  evidence  of  the  flourishing  state 
of  the  fortifications  of  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk. 
But  having  trusted  the  management  of  the  af- 
fair to  a person,  who  had  served  him  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a secretory,  without  any  abilities  but 
those  of  the  bacchanalian  kind,  this  important 
discovery  came  to  nothing ; nnd  the  motion, sd 
far  from  being  detrimental  to  the  minister,  pro- 
duced a resolution  in  his  fuvour.”  Tintlal. 


• “ March  2,  1730.  The  opposition  pro- 
ceeded on  Thursday  hist  with  vigorous  attacks 
on  the  affair  of  Dunkirk.  Sir  William  Wynd- 
hum  proposed,  after  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses, anil  reading  papers  was  over,  that  what 
had  been  dune  relating  to  the  harbour  there 
was  ‘ a manifest  violation  of  the  treaties  be- 
• tween  the  two  crowns.’  But  the  .other  side 
haviug,  before  be  wns  seconded,  got  upon  the 
paper  the  motion  for  an  Address ; the  debate 
beguu  at  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  lasting 

ooMMOMl  «*h*»M»* 


A Petition  against  the  Rcncuul  of  the  East 
India  Company’s  Charter  rejected,]  Februarv 
26.  A Petition,  uod  Proposal,  ol  several  Mer- 
chants, Tiaders,  nnd  other  persons,  in  bi-hulf  0| 
themselves,  and  others,  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  wns  presented  to  the  House,  and  read- 
“ Offering  to  ad  vnnce  3,200,000/.  io  redeem  the 
fund,  and  trade,  of  the  present  East  India  Com. 
pany  * (the  Petitioners  conceiving  both  to  be 


morning,  nnd  had  such  a turn,  that  the  Whig- 
party  wns  animated  to  the  last  degree,  which 
was  chiefly  occasioned  by  sir  Hubert  Walpole 
having  very  artfully  and  vigorously  fell  on  [fig 
late  lord  Bolinghroke,.sir  W.  Wyndliam  took 
his  part,  and  justified  Ins  old  friend,  making  a 
comparison  between  Bolingbrokc  and  sir  Hu- 
bert, as  if  the  first  was  every  way  us  honest  a 
man  as  the  latter,  which  wns  answered  with  as 
much  zeal,  fire,  and  good  sense  by  Mr.  H.  Pe[. 
ham,  as  ever  I heard  in  my  life,  and  created  un 
universal  spirit,  flume,  nnd  resentment  against 
Bolinghroke  in  the  whole  House ; so  that  upon 
the  divisiou,  the  Whigs  were  270  against  149, 
In  my  opinion,  it  was  the  greatest  day  with  re- 
spect to  the  thing  itself,  and  the  consequences 
of  it  both  at  home  and  abroad,  for  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  present  ministry,  that  I ever 
knew ; and  must,  1 think,  prove  n thunderbolt 
to  the  adversaries  here,  ns  well  as  to  their 
friends  on  your  side  the  water.” — Horace  Wal- 
pole to  Lord  Harrington  : Coxe's  Walpole. 


* “ Another  object  of  great  national  interest 
brought  forward  by  opposition,  was  to  prevent 
the  renewal  of  the  Chat  ter  of  the  East  India 
Company,  which  was  near  its  expiration,  and 
to  form  another  incorporated  society  without: 
the  exclusive  privileges,  which  should  grant 
licences,  upon  certain  conditions,  to  all  persons 
inclined  to  trade  to  the  Ea3t  Indies.  The  lead- 
ing men  in  the  minority,  foreseeing  that  the 
Company  would  apply  to  the  legislature  for 
the  renewal  of  their  Charter,  had  secretly  pre- 
vailed on  many  respectable  merchants  in  the 
city  to  engage  in  the  scheme,  it  had  a po- 
pular tendency,  from  the  general  aversion 
which  is  always  entertained,  against  Mono- 
polies nnd -exclusive  privileges,  by  those  who 
derive  uo  immediate  share  from  the  emola-' 


ments ; and  was  still  farther  recommended  by. 
the  plausible  pretenceof  casing  the  public  bur- j 
tliens,  by  obtaining  a large  sura  of  money  from 
the  new  incorporated  society. 

“ Having  obtained  iufoiuiation  of  their  views, 
the  minister  laboured  to  counteract  them.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  trade  could  only  be  car- 
ried on  by  an  exclusive  Company.  The  per- 
sons who  were  to  forip  the  new  society  were 
wholly  unacquainted  with  the  secrets  of  the! 
business,  and  unless  the  company  could  be  in- 
duced to  communicate  information,  Bttd  to 
part  with  its  forts  and  settlements  in  the  coun- 
try, the  trade  might  be  reduced  or  annihilated* 
Having  concerted  his  p|au  with  a few  of  the 
directors,  in  whom  ho  placed  implicit  conn- 
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redeemable)  the  6nid  Money  to  be  advanced  at  cipal  j and  pj-pyiug,  . that  the  premises  mny  be 
live  several  payments  uu  or  before  the  25th  of  taken  into,  Cunsitleratiuu,  and  such  determi- 
Marcli,  1733,  at  an  interest  of  4 per  cent,  from  nation  made  thereupon,  as  to  this  House  truly 
the  times  ol  payment,  till  the  25tbof  March,  seem  cnea.” 

1735,  and  two  per  cent,  afterwqrds  ; provided.  And  the  House  being  moved,  That  the  fol- 
thc  Lenders  limy  he  incorporated,  and  vested  lowing  acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  Last 
with  the  whole  trade  to:  the. .East  ludies,  and  India  Company,  might  be  read,  viz.  9"  et  10° 
elsewhere,  in  the  same  ewensive  degree,  as  is  Willielmi  3,  c.  44.  s.  56.  61.  79.  81.  6°  Arose, 
granted  to  the  present  Company,;,  yet  so,  as  cap.  17.  10°  Ann*,  cap.  28.  The  faid  Acts 
not  to  trade  with  their  joint  stock,  or  in  a cor-  were  reatl  accordingly.  And  the  question  being 
porate  capacity,  but  the  Trade  to  be  opeu  to  put,  'Hint  the  said  Petition  be  rejected,  it  wus 
all  Iris  Majesty’s  subjects,  upon  licence  from  carried  by  a Majority  of  223  against  138.; 
such  proposed  new  Company,  to  be  granted  to 

all  bis  Majesty's  subjects  desiring  tlie  same,  on  Bill  for  belter  regulating  of  Juries.']  March 
proper  terms  and  conditions  ; and  provided  12,  , j Bill  was  brought  into  the  llouse  of 

die  trade  be  exercised  to  and  from  the  port  of  Commons,  for  bettor  regulating  of  Juries; 
London  only;  and  to  be  subject  to  redemption  which  passed  the  several  stages  without  opposi- 
at  any  time,  upou  three  years  notice,  after  a lion  ;•  and  was  agreed  to  by  the  Lords. 

term  of 31  years,  and  repayment  of  the  prin-  __ 

• * '•  This  session,  a most  excellent  act  past 

cess  conceived  by  opposition,  were  founded  011  for  the  better  regulation  of  juries.  Before 
the  popular  ground  of  obtaining  sums  of  money  this  time,  it  was  a reproach  to  the  English  law, 
for  the  use  of  the  public,  he  anticipated  their  that  no  provision  was  made  .to  oblige  men  of 
views,  by  insinuating  to  the  House,  that  a part  substance  effectually  to  serve  us  jurymen;  for 
of  his  Ways  and  Means  would  be  derired  which  reason  it  was  very  common  lor  men  of 
from  the  East  ladia  Company.  This  uuexpect-  property  to  shift  that  office  off  from  themselves 
cd  turn  surprised  the  minority,  und  wholly  upou  indigent  people;  which  opened  nu  easy  way 
disconcerted  their  plan  before  it  was  brought  tn  lor  corruption  iu  the  most  capital  cases.  There 
mnturity.  They  had  however  proceeded  so  haring  been  many  great  and  notorious  corrup- 
far  iu  opening  private  subscriptions,  and  making  tionsin  the  trials  und  causes  in  courts  of  justice, 
engagements,  1 hat  lliey  could  not  recede.  A lor  want  of  proper  persons  to  serve  upou  juries; 
Petition  was  therefore  presented  to  the  House,  arising  sometimes  from  the  neglect  of  persons©!' 
but  alter  a long  riebuie,  it  was  rejected  by  a good  substance  and  credit,  who  shifting  off  from 
majority  of  223  against.  !58.  themselves  the  trouble  of  attending  at  those 

“ The  opposition,  however,  were  not  inti-  courts  to  serve  as  jurymen,  made  it  necessary 
undated  by  the  rejection  of  this  proposal.  They  often  to  am  l,e  use  of  indigentmen  for  that  ser- 
hari  been  taken  unnwares,  and  compelled,  by  vice,  who  were  easy  to  be  drawn  in  to  serve  an 
the  address  of  the  minister,  to  bring  it  forward  ill  cause  ; and  sometimes  front  the  practice  of 
before  it  Imd  been  fully  digested.  They  re-  knavish  lawyers,  who  would  often  find  means 
solved  therefore  to  introduce  lire  business  again,  to  pack  a jury  by  concert, -with  those  who  were 
aud  employed  the  intervening  time  in  publishing  concerned  in  returning  persons  for  that  service : 
anonymous  letters,  essay  s ui  periodical  papers,  ’ t he  parliament  made  this  act  to  remedy  those  in- 
and  pamphlets,  against  exclusive  companies  m j conveuiencies,  as  well  ns  some  others  of  less 

Ec nil,  aud  particularly  against  the  East  In-  consequence,  that  attended  the  ancient  manner 
Company.  All  the  arguments  which  had  of  summoning  and  returning  juries.  By  this 
ever  heeu  advanced  ngninst  Monopolies  in  this  I net,  the  petty  constables  are  required  to  make 
and  nther  mercantile  companies,  were  retailed  | up  true  lists  of  the  persons  qualified  to  serve 
011  this  occasion,  and  nil  the  benefits  which  on  juries  within  their  purishes  or  precincts;  and 
were  supposed  to  result  from  a free  trade,  were  that  no  man  may  lie  inserted  therein  who  is  not 
magnified  with  great  nrt  aud  subtilty.  The  qualified,  those  lists  are  to  be  fixed  on  the 
ministers  and  the  East  India  Company  were  church  door,  two  or  more  Sundays,  twenty  ilaya 
not  on  their  pare  silent;  they  likewise  defended  before  Michaelmas  every  year;  so  that  all  per- 
with  no  less  skill,  the  advantages  of  an  united  sons  knowing  who  are  tu  serve  lor  that  year 
Company,  vested  with  exclusive  privileges,  and  within  their  neighbourhood,  may  make  any  ob- 
bound  by  peculiar  reguliUionSjUinler  the  comroul  jections  they  think  proper.  To  prevent  needy 
of  the  legislature.  The  petition  was  again  persons  from  serving  upon  these  occasions;  the 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  qualification  necessary  for  a juryman  is,  to  be 
9th  nf  April,  and  rejected  witiiout  a division,  a freeholder  or  a copyholder,  of  at  least  10/. 
While  it  was  depending,  the  minister  brought  per  ami.  in  England,  and  61.  in  Wales,  or  a 
in  his  Bill,  which  prolonged  the  Chnrter  to  leaseholder  for  lifie,  of  the  yearly  value  of  20/. 
1766,  on  the  condition  of  paying  200,000/.  to-  These  lists  being  transmitted  to  the  sheriff,  be  is 
wards  the  supply  of  the  year,  mid  of  reducing  restrained  to  retarn  no  otheis  upon  juries  but 
the  interest  of  the  lousy  advanced  to  the  pub-  whore  names  are  found  there;  and  lest  the 
Be,  from  160,000/.  to  120,000/.  or  one  per  under  sheriffs,  or  the  like  officers,  sbouid  endea- 
cenL  by  which  bargain,the  nation  was  beiie-  vour  to  make  money  by  sou,  moiling  persons  to 
fited  to  the  amount  of  at  least  n million.”  Coxe’s  serve  onjtfries,  oftener  than  is  reasonable,  in 
"Tiage<,i“'ti^-  by  Hie  l intversn  r i “ ** 
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Third  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  tbeStateofthe  Gaols  op  this  Kingdom.] 
May  lltb.  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  from  the  Commit- 
tee, appointed  to  enquire  into  the  §tate  of  the 
Gaolsof  this  kingdom, made  a Report  (according 
to  order),  of  the  Progress  the  Committee  had 
made  in  their  Enquiry  into'  the  State  of  the 
King’s  Bench  prison,  with  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Committee  .thereupon : and  he  read  the 
Report  in  bis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
the  same  in  at  the  clerk’s  table,  together  with 
an  Appendix  to  it,  os  follows : 


THIRD  REPORT  of  the  SELECT  COM- 
MITTEE APPOINTED  to  enquire  into 

THE  STATE  O t TIIE  GAOLS  OF  THIS  KINO- 


The  said  Committee,  having  entered  into  an 
Examination  of  the  State  of  the  King’s 
Bench  Prison,  have  thought  it  proper  to 
lay  their  Proceedings  before  the  House; 


It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  the  pri- 
son of  the  King’s-bencb  doth  belong  to  the 
Court  of  the  King’s-bench,  and  the  keeper  of 
the  said  prison  is  stiled  Marshal  of  the  Mar- 
shalsea  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  before 
himself  being ; which  office  of  Marshal  former- 
ly belonged  to  the  earl  Marihal  of  England,  as 
appears  by  an  inquisition,  taken  in  the  11th 

Sar  of  Henry  the  6th,  on  the  death  of  John 
owbray,  duke  of  Norfolk ; which  sets  forth, 
that  it  had  been  separated  from  the  office  of 


ordered  that  no  person  be  obliged  to  serve 
oftener  than  once  in  two  years,  except  in  the 
small  county  of  Rutland.  When  the  assize  is 
held,  the  name  of  each  person  summoned  mid 
impanneled,  is  to  be  written,  with  his  addition 
and  place  of  abode,  in  distinct  pieces  of  parch- 
ment or  paper,  rolled  up  in  the  same  manner  as 
like  each  other  as  may  be ; which  names  are  to 
he  put  into  a box  or  glass ; and  When  a cause 


is  brought  to  be  tried,  some  indiifercnt  person 
in  open  court,  is  to  take  out  twelve  of  these 
parchments  or  papers  one  after  another;  and 


y of  these  persons  drawn  do  not  appear, 
or  is  challenged  or  set  aside,  then  a further 
number,  till  twelve  be  drawn,  who  shall  ap- 
pear, and  shall  be  the  jury  to  try  the  cause. 
After  which,  those  names  are  to  be  mixed 
again  with  the  other,  and  a new  jury  is  to  be 
appointed  for  the  next  cause  in  the  same  man- 
ner. From  this  institution,  two  benefits  arise; 
for  it  becomes  impossible  to  pack  or  corrupt  a 
jury ; because  no  man  knows  who  will  try  the 


and  the  freeholders,  &c.  will  be  obliged  to  at- 
tendance, because  none  can  tell  whether  his 
name  will  not  be  amongst  those  that  are  drawn 
out : in  which  case,  if  the  person  does  not  ap- 
pear, after  three  times  calling,  he  is  liable  to  a 
fine  between  40s.  and  5/.  at  the  discretion  of 
thejodge^’’r^TjiWal.e  djujfk|j(!  b The  ( |niver^.  0l 


11.1730. — Report  on  the  Slalt 
I earl  Marshal,  but  in  the  20th  year  of  Richard 
' the  2nd,  by  letters  patent,  confirmed  by  parlia- 
ment, was  re-united  to  the  office  of  earl  Mar- 
shal, nnd  granted  to  Thomas  Mowbray,  then 
earl  of  Nottingham,  afterwards  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  to  beheld 
in  capite;  and  that  the  yearly  value  of  th» 
office  of  Marshal  of  the  King’s-bench  was  ten 

That  the  heirs  male  of  the  said  duke  failed 
and  the  office  devolved  to  the  crown.  ’ 

That  William  Lenthall,  esq.  mortgaged  cer- 
tain manors  and  lands,  for  7,000/.,  to  jjf 
John  Cutler  knight ; and,  for  the  further  secur- 
ing of  the  sail!  7,000/.,  and  the  additional 
sum  of  3,000/.,  he,  by  indenture,  bearing  date 
the  24th  day  of  February,  1684,  mortgaged  the 
office  of  the  Marshal  of  the  King's- bench  prisoa 
to  the  said  sir  John  Cutler,  by  a bare  covenant, 
to  stand  seized  of  the  said  office,  subject  to  the 
payment  of  the  said  10,000/.  pounds  and  in- 
terest.— (Appendix,  A.) 

Whether  the  said  William  Lenthall,  esq.  had 
any,  or  what,  title  to  the  said  office,  and  under 
w hat  limitation  it  was  granted  from  the  crown, 
doth  not  appear  to  this  Committee. 

That  the  frequent  Escapes  of  Prisoners  from 
the  King’s-bench  and  the  Fleet,  occasioned  an 
Act  to  be  passed  8 and  9 Gulielmi  Tertii,  inti- 
tuled, 4 An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  relief  of 
‘ creditors,  in  cases  of  escapes,  and  for  prevent- 
‘ ing  abuses  in  prisons,  and  pretended  privi- 
4 leged  places : In  which  act  it  is  recited,  That 
4 divers  great  sums  of  money,  and  other,  re- 
‘ wards,  were  received  by  the’ Marshal,  of  the 
4 King’s  Bench,  and  Warden  of  the  Fleet,  to 
‘ assist,  or  permit,  prisoners  to  escape,  for  pre- 
' venting  which,  it  is  enacted,  that  if.  any  Mar- 
4 sbal,  or  Warden,  of  the  said  prisons,  or  their 
4 respective  deputy  or  deputies, whatsoever,  shall 
‘ take  any  sum  of  money,  reward,  or  gratuity, 
wbasoever,  or  security  for  the  same,  to  procure, 
assist,  connive  at,  or  permit,  any  such  escape, 
and  shall  be  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  the  said 
4 Marshal,  orWarden,  or  their  respective  deputy 
‘ or  deputies  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit 
4 500/.  and  his  said  office,  and  be  for  ever  after 
4 incapable  of  executing  such  office.’ 

That  by  a subsequent  Clause  it  is  in  the  said 
Act  provided,  ‘ That  nothing  in  tho  said  Act 
4 contained  shall  extend  to  prejudice,  impeach, 

4 or  lessen  any  security  or  securities  for  any 


out  of  the  said  office  of  Marshal  of  the  Iff 
shalsea  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  or  the 
' profits  thereof,  by  Wm.  Lenthall,  esq.  to  sir 
4 John  Cutler,  baronet,  deceased,  or  to  Ed- 
' mund  Boulter,  esq.  executor  of  the  said  sir 
John  Cutler,  or  to  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons in  trust  for  them,  or  either  of  them,  or  to 
subject  the  said  office,  or  the  profits  thereof, 
or  the  person  or  persons  in  whom  the  same 
are  or  shall  be  vested,  to  any  of  the  forfeiture* 
or  penalties  in  the  said  Act  contained,  other 
than  such  as  they  are  or  may  be  liable  unto 
before  the  making  of  the  said  Act,  until  such 
fuUy 
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4 satisfied  and  paid ; any  thing  in  the  said  Act 
* contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwith 
4 standing.’ 

That  this  Exemption  is  only  from  the  Penal- 
ties imposed  by  the  said  Act,  and  not  from  any 
Forfeitures  or  Penalties,  to  which  the  said 
office  was  otherwise  liable. 

And  the  heirs  of  Lenthall  are  not  allowed 
nominate  a Marshal,  without  the  cunsent  of  the 
mortgagees,  as  appears  by  the  following 
Clause,  viz.  ‘ That  all  and  every  deputation 
« deputations,  grant  or  grants,  at  any  time  liei 
4 tofore  made,  or  executed  by  Wm.  Lenthall, 
4 esq.  of  the  said  office  of  Marshal  of  the  Mnr- 
4 sbalsea  of  the  said  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  is 
4 and  are  hereby  declared  void,  and  of  none 
‘effect;  and  that  all  and J:' 


4 Marshal  shall  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
4 times  hereafter,  be  constituted  and  appointed 
4 by  the  said  William  Lenthall,  his  heirs  and  as- 
4 signs,  by  and  with  the  consent,  in  writing, 
4 under  the  hand  and  seal  of  Edmund  Boulter, 
4 esq.  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
4 until  the  debt,  owing  by  the  said  William 
4 Lenthall  to  the  said  Edmund  Boulter,  exccu- 
4 tor  of  sir  John  Cutler,  baronet,  deceased,  be 
4 satisfied.’ 

That  in  July,  1708,  the  manors  and  lands 
which  were  mortgaged  with  the  said  office 
for  securing  the  said  10,000/.  were  sold  for 
the  sum  of  8,700/. ; 7,600/.  whereof  was  paid 
towards  the  discharging  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  said  mortgage. 

That  in  the  year  1718  Charles  Bodvile, 
earl  of  Radnor,  claiming  under  the  said  sir 
John  Cutler,  and  his  said  executor,  Edmund 
Boulter,  did  by  indenture,  hearing  date  the 
SOth  day  of  September,  1718,  assign  to  Jo- 
seph Studley,  his  executors,  administrators, 
and  assigns,  in  consideration  of  a competent 
sum,  all  his  right  and  title  to  the  money,  se- 
cured upon  the  said  office,  which  in  the  said 
deed  he  mentions  to  amount  to  19,984/.  1 1.  4 d. 
which  is  said  to  have  arisen  to  that  sum  by 
the  adding  of  interest,  repairs,  and  other 
charges. 

That,  on  examination  of  witnesses,  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  said  competent  sum  was 
10,500/.  which  was  all  the  money  that  was 
paid  by  the  said  Studley  to  the  said  earl.  [B.] 
That  the  said  Studley  purchased  these  secu- 
rities in  trust  for  other  persons,  aud  divided 
them  into  shares ; which,  being  sold  at  various 
prices,  by  divers  mesne  assignments  aud  trans- 
fers came  into  the  hands  of  the  present  Mort- 
gagees ; via. 

Twentieth  Parts. 

Mr.  John  Preston  -----  4 

Mr.  Thomas  and  John  Martin,  in 
trust,  &c.  - --  --  --  4 
Mr.  Studley  ------  1 

Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  in  his  own 
right  - --  --  --  -7 
Mr.  John  Martin,  in  his  own  right  4 
That  the  said  Mortgagees  have  received  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  said  office,  and  the  pro- 
fits arising  fre^lhe*?!* 
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offices  in  the  disposition  of  the  Marshal,  where- 
by they  have  received  n much  greater  sum, 
than  the  interest  of  the  said  10,500 /.  to  this 
time  amounts  to.  [C.3 

That  Lenthall’s  claim  to  the  freehold  of  the 
said  office  hath  been  conveyed  to,  and  kept  in. 
Trustees ; and  these  Trustees  have,  generally, 
been  men  of  mean  circumstances,  nnd  nomi- 
nated at  the  request  of  the  Mortgagees. 
[D.  1.] 

The  present  Trustees  are  James  Statin,  a 
footman  to  one  of  the  Mortgagees,  and  John 
Wildey,  n scrivener ; which  said  Trustees,  in 
pursuance  of  a verbal  order  of  four  of  the 


of  January,  1729,  let  to  Richard  Mullens,  esq. 
the  office  of  Marshnl  and  Keeper  of  the  prison- 
ers in  the  King’s  Bench  prison,  for  three  years; 
which  prisoners  (as  appears  by  the  Commit- 
ment Books)  are  in  number  657,  and  are 
charged  with  126,434/.  12s. ; besides  great 
numbers,  who  are  charged,  without  specifica- 
tion of  the  sums,  they  being  charged  on  surren- 
ders to  actions,  the  number  of  which  action* 
amount  to  398,  and  the  sums  due  may,  proba- 
bly, be  very  great.  [D.  2.] 

The  Committee  do  not  find,  that  any  secu- 
rity (except  their  own  personal  security)  hath 
been  taken,  or  required,  from  any  Marshal  of 
the  King's  Bench,  lor  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
prisoners,  either  by  the  Trustees,  or  by  nny 
oilier;  and  the  Marshals,  as  well  as  the'Trus- 
tees,  have,  generally,  been  men  of  very  mean 
circumstances ; ami  the  Mortgagees  having 
thus  screened  themselves  behind  Trustees,  no- 
minated at  their  owu  request,  deem  themselves 
not  answerable  for  escapes;  so  the  creditor 
hath  no  person,  of  any  substance,  to  have  re- 
course to,  in  case  of  an  escape ; the  conse- 
quence of  which  (amongst  many  other  exam- 
ples) appeared  very  evidently  in  tile  case  of  Mr. 
Poulter:  [E.]  lie  was  indebted  to  Mr.  William 
Wilson  in  the  sum  of  18,000/.  for  which  he  was 
charged  in  execution  in  the  King's  Bench  pri- 
son, and  chose  rather  to  make  the  Marshal  a 
large  present,  than  to  pay  his  own  debts.  Mr. 
Machen  who  was  then  Marshal,  accepted 
of  the  money;  Poulter  went  to  Holland;  and 
Wilson  sued,  and  recovered  judgment  against 
Machen  the  Marshal ; who  (being  an  insolvent, 
remained  n prisoner  in  bis  own  gaol ; and  Wil- 
son npplied  to  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  that 
the  profits  of  the  office  might  be  sequestered 
for  Iiis  debt;  but  the  Mortgagees  made  such  a 
claim,  as  to  protect  them ; so  that  Wilson, 
having  a right,  but  no  remedy,  and  being  by 
this  slight  of  law  intirely  ruined,  shot  himself  in 
despair. 

The  office  of  Marshnl  of  the  said  prison  was 
..I  to  the  said  Richnrd  Mullens  by  a Trustee, 
by  the  consent  and  direction  of  the  Mortgagees, 
in  Jnnuary,  1724,  for  the  annual  rent  of  700/.; 
he  being,  over  and  above,  obliged  to  pay  the 
annual  sum  of  22/.  10s.  as  a fee  farm  rent,  and 
also  no  annual  sum  of  30/.  to  the  Chamberlain, 
nominated  by  the  Mortgagees ; the  whole 
Unif  ' 
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His  lease  was  renewed  in  January  last ; and 
l>y  indenture,  bearing  date  the  14th  day  of  the 
said  month,  he  covenants  with  James  Slann 
and  John  Wildey,  to  pay  them  700 1.  per  aim. 
clear  of  all  taxes';  besides  wbicb,  to  pay  the 
fee  farm  rent,  &c.  although  all  the  open  and 
legal  profits,  of  whicb  the  said  Mullens  could 
give  any  account  to  the  Committee,  amounted 
to  about  350/.  per  annum,  and  no  more. 

The  high  rents  of  the  said  office  cannot  be 
made  up,  without  great  oppression  ; much  less 
can  the  other  fees,  with  which  it  is  loaded,  be 
complied  with;  insomuch -that  the  Marshals 
generally  continue  but  a short  time  in  that 
office,  there  having  been  15  from  the  year  1668 
to  the  year  1724  ; and  sometimes,  on  a pri- 
soner’s being  committed  for  a considerable 
sum,  the  Marshal  accepts  of  money  to  giant 
him  the  Rules,  and  suffers  him  to  escape ; [F.] 
and,  if  the  plaintiff  recovers  against  the  Mar- 
shal, he  turns  himself  a prisoner  into  his  own 
gaol,  which  is  accompanied  with  a kind  of  gaol 
delivery  : The  insolvent  Marshal,  being  in  this 
condition,  generally  refuses  to  give  hi:,  succes- 
sors any  account  of  the  prisoners,  to  whom  he 
gave  the  Liberty  of  the  Rules,  and  by  this  pro- 
ceeding the  new  Marshal  does  not  apprehend 
himself  to  be  charged  or  chargeable  with  them. 

On  this  occasion  a rule  of  court  is  sometimes 
granted,  for  the  new  Marshal  to  take  all  the 
prisoners  in  the  rules,  and  persons,  who  have 
escaped  ; but  the  Marshal  does  not  think  him- 
self obliged  to  re-take  them,  anil  it  gives  the 
new  Marshal  a pretence  to  squeeze  great  sums 
of  money  out  of  such  prisoners,  as  enjoy  the 
rules.  [G.] 

Over  and  above  the  aforementioned  exorbi- 
tant rents,  on  A new  Marshal’s  being  sworn,  it 
hath  been  usual  for  him  to  pay  100  guineas  10 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench,  and 
50  guineas  to  each  of  the  Puisne  Judges  of  that 
court.  The  present  Marshal,  when  he  was 
sworn  Marshal  (in  pursuance  of  a lease,  granted 
to  him  in  1724)  gave-  n purse  of  100  guineas 
into  the  hands  of  sir  John  Prat,  knight,  then 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench,  and 
one  other  purse,  containing  50  guineas,  to  Mr. 
Justice  Fortescue,  and  the  like  sum  to  Mr. 
Justice  Powis;  and  he  offered  die  like  sum  to 
sir  Robert  Raymond,  knight,  then  one  of  the 
Puisne  Judges  of  that  coorr,  who  refused  the 
same,  saying,  he  did  not  know  ’any  such  fee 
was  due,  and  that,  if  it  was  not  n legal  fee,  he 
would  imt  take  it ; but  that  lie; would  inform 
himself  of  die  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  the  other 
Judges  : and  some  days  after  he  accepted  the 
said  sum,  having  se  n the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
and  the  other  Judges  ot  the  said  Court.  [Vide 

D-  2-] 

The  said  R-cbard  Mullens  was  again  sworn 
into  the  said  office  on  die  25  th  day  of  January, 
1729,  his  former  lease  being  then  expired,  and 
a new  one  obtained ; on  which  occasion  sir 
Robert  Raymond,  knight,  LorU  Chief  Justice  of 
tho  King's  Bench,  and  the  other  Judges  of  the 
said  Bench,  dij  not  accept  of  any  Fee  whatso- 
ever froia,the_si^Ma^h^[_,1  |w  the  ( lniverslh,  (yf 


Over  and  above  these  Fees  or  Presents,  paid 
by  the  Marshals,  on  their  being  sworn  into  the 
said  office,  they  used  to  pay,  every  Christmas- 
to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench 
20  guineas,  and  to  eacli  of  the  puisne  Judges 
10  guineas,  until  such  ijine,  as  the  present  sir 
Roheit  Raymond  came  to  be  Lord  Chief  Jus, 
ticc  : He  then  generously  refused  to  accept  of 
any  such  presents,  and  would  never  receive  any 
gratification  whatsoever  from  the  said  Marshal ; 
and  he  was  imitated  in  this  by  Mr.  Justice 
Reynolds,  who,  though  he  accepted  i he  10  gui- 
neas,  sent  the  same,  by  his  Clerk,  to  be  distri- 
buted amongst  the  prisoners  of  the  said  pri- 
son; and  all  the  Judges  of  the  said  Court  have 
now  followed  tiiis example:  at  Christmas,  1729, 
they  nil  re  fused  to  accept  any  presents  from 
the  said  Marshal. 

Not  only  the  Marshals,  but  the  deputy 
Marshals,  usually  made  presents  (on  their  ad- 
mittance) to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  tl«  said 
Court : Mr.  John  Morris,  who  is  now  deputy 
Marshal,  on  his  buying  that' office,  besides  the 
purchase  money  paid  by  bim  for  the  said  of- 
fice, made  a present  to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Holt  of  20  guineas,  which,  as  far  as  he  remem- 
bers, he  gave  to  him  with  his  own  hands.  [U.] 

That,  upon  inspecting  die  said  King’s  Bench 
Prison,  it  appears  to  he  in  very  bad  repair,  and 
not  capable  of  containing  a third  pan  of  die 
number  of  prisoners,  even  now  in  the  Marshal's 
custody,  who  amount  to  657  ; which  number  is 
much  less,  than  used  to  be  in  that  custody, 
before  the  late  acts  of  parliament  ugainst  frivo- 
lous Arrests,  und  for  relief  of  insolvent  debtors: 
aird  it  is  remarkable,  that  not  one  person,  dis- 
charged by  the  said  late  act  (for  relief  of  insol- 
vent Debtors)  hath  been  re-committed  for  any 
new-  Debt. 

The  commou  side  of  this  prison  is  divided 
into  little  cabins,  or  lodges,  the  floors  of  many 
of  which  arc  six  or  eight  feet  below  the  level  of 
the  ground  ; the  master's  side  is  in  a very  had 
condition  ; and  the  whole  in  no  way  adequate 
to  the  vast  rent  paid  for  it. 

Many  complaints  were  laid  before  the  Com- 
mitter, of  cruelties  committed  by  former  Mar- 
shals of  the  said  prison,  particularly,  of  a mur- 
der of  one  Allen,  a prisoner  in  the  said  prison, 
in  the  year  1723,  when  Mnchen  wasMaishal; 
and  also  complaints  of  exorbitant  stmis  having 
been  taken  for  the  liberty  of  the  rules. 

But  the  requisite  ai  tendances  nn  other  ser- 
vices of  the  House  have  made  it  impracticable  to 
go  through  the  examinations  of  these  com- 
plaints, before  the  conclusion  of  this  session. 

However,  the  Committee  having  examined 
all  the  prisoners  on  the  common  side,  and 
many  of  those  on  the  Master's  side  (who  are 
mostly  new  prisoners,  committed  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  late  parliamentary  enquiries  into 
the  State  of  the  Gaols)  it  appeured  by  their  ex- 
aminations, that  no  violence  or  cruelty  hath 
been  used  to  them  by  the  present  Marshal,  hut, 
on  the  contrary,  that  lie  hath  done  many  acts 
of  compassion  and  charity  towards  those  ob  the 
frCe  C0“feS' 
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sons,  and  satisfactory  answers  given  to  the 
Committee,  upon  his  several  examinations  be- 
fore them,  he  hath  rather  entitled  himself  to 
favour,  than  blame. 

The  said  prisoners  also  declared,  that  they 
had  heard  of  terrible  oppressions  formerly,  none 
of  which  have  happened  of  late,  the  ears  of  the 
present  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  court  of 
King's-beucli  being  always  open  to  the  com- 
plaints of  the  prisoners,  nnd  he  having  fcith  great 
patience  beard  all  their  petitions.  ' 

Their  chief  Complaints,  at  present,  are  the 
grent  distress  they  are  reduced  to,  the  charities 
not  being  sufficient  lor  maintenance  of  the  poor 
prisoners ; and  thnt  the  being  admitted  on  the 
common  side,  and  thereby  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  charities,  which  are  confined  to  that 
side,  is  granted  as  a particular  favour,  and  not 
us  a general  right ; and  that  it  is  with  great 
difficulty  a poor  wretch  on  the  master's  side, 
though  never  so  miserable,  can  be  admitted  on 
the  common  side,  to  share  in  these  Charities. 

The  Marshal  is  chiefly  enabled  to  pay  his 
rent,  by  permitting  prisoners,  on  security,  to 
live  out  of  the  prison,  any  where  within  the 
rules.  [Vide  E.]  The  straituess  of  the  prison, 
and  its  incapacity  ro  contain  the  numbers, 
thereto  usually  committed,  occasioned  the  pri- 
soner’s application  to  the  Court  of  King's- bench 
for  more  room ; who  took  upon  them  to  impower 
the  Marshal  to  suffer  his  prisoners  to  live  out  of 
the  w alls  of  the  prison,  he  being  answerable  for 
their  forth-coming.  The  limits,  within  which 
such-  prisoners  were  allowed  to  be,  were  fixed 
by  the  Court  of  King’s-bench ; and  that  space 
of  ground  is  called  the  Rules,  and  now  deemed 
j>art  of  the  prison.  The  Court  of  King's-  bench 
hath  taken  on  them  to  enlarge  the  said  space; 

Earticularly,  in  the  time,  when  sir  John  Prat, 
night,  was  Lord  Chief  Justice,  lbs  Cnuit  then 
declared,  that  it  was  in  their  power  to  extend 
the  rules  in  such  manner,  as  they  should  think 
fit. 

If  this  be  law,  all  England  may  be  made  one 
extended  prison. 

The  prisoners  nuke  large  presents  to  the 
Marshal,  for  the  Liherty  ol  these  Rules  ; and, 
being  under  his  protection,  nnd  in  his  favour, 
may  take  houses,  or  lodgings,  within  the  rules, 
and  live  in  a very  easy  manner;  whilst  the 
poor  honest  debtor,  who  hath  paid,  away 
all  his  substance,  to  satisfy  bis  creditors, 
L a close  prisoner  within  the  prison  : Thus  the 
debtor,  who  will  not  pay  his  creditors,  lives  at 
ease  ; and  lie,  who  Cannot  pay,  suffers. 

The  Prisoners,  enjoying  the  liberty  of  the 
Rules,  are,  by  the  present  usage  of  the  Court  of 
Kiog's-beRch.insomemannerprotected  even  in 
criminal  cases ; for,  if  they  are  guilty  of  rite 
greatest  crimes,  nr  disorders,  they  cannot  (by  the 
opinion  of  that  Court)  be  committed  by  any  au- 
thority, but  that  ol  the  Judges  of  the  said  Court  of 
King's- bench ; so  that,  if  a murder,  riot,  or 
mutiny,  should  happen,  whilst  the  said  Judges 
are  on  the  circuits,  or  otherwise  nhsent,  there 
H no  power  to  commit  to  the  county  gaol  any 
prisoner  in  ibeWef^asiuti^ihiafti  twrbaitherawdt: 
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therein;  for,  should  a Justice  of  the  peace,  on 
complaint  made,  commit  a prisoner  in  the  rules 
to  the  county  gaol,  he  would,  it  seems  (by  a late 
opinion  of  the  said  Court)  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a rescue  and  escape,  and  be  liuble  to  the  debts 
of  the  prisoner,  whom  he  had  so  committed. 

For  it  appears,  that  a complaint  was  made, 
in  December,  1798,  to  Samuel  Woodham,  esq. 
one  of  his  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Surry,  against  Llumpbry  Heybord 
and  Joseph  Allen  (two  prisoners  in  the  rules) 
for  violently  assaulting  a woman,  and  other 
misdemeanours ; and  they  not  being  able  to 
find  security  for  their  appearance  at  the  next 
quarter  sessions  for  the  said  county,  Mr. 
Woodham  committed  them  to  the  said  county 
gaol  : On  this,  the  Marshal  moved  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  for  nil  attachment  against  Mr. 
Woodham  ; and  the  matter  being  brought  be- 
fore the  court,  the  court  declared,  that  Mr. 
Woodham,  iu  committing  the  said  Heybord  and 
Allen  (prisoners  in  the  custody  of  the  Marshal) 
to  the  county  gaol,  upon  any  'pretence  whatso- 
ever (notwithstanding  the  county  gaol  was 
within  the  rules  of  the  prison  of  the  King's 
Bench)  was  guilty  of  u rescue : after  which, 
the  Court  interposed,  and  prevailed  with  the 
said  Mullens  (the  Marshal)  to  mnke  up  the 
matter,  on  Mi.  Woodham’s  paying  31/.  costs, 
for  committing  two  prisoners,  who  hud  broke 
the  peace,  and  could  not  find  security. 

The  high  Rent,  paid  by  the  Marshal,  occa- 
sions exorbitant  fees,  extonious,  nnd  many 
other  inconveniencies. 

The  Marshal  hath  one  shilling  per  night,  for 
every  prisoner,  who  lies  in  n spunging- house; 
which  may  be  a great  inducement  to  him  to 
keep  prisoners  from  coming  into  the  prison. 

The  Prison  Fees  are  exorbitant;  nnd  the 
Judges  having  met  together,  and  proceeding- to 
take  the  same  into  their  consideration,  in  order 
to  their  making  a reduction  thereof,  pursuant 
to  the  late  act,  a doubt  arose,  whether  they 
could,  or  ought,  to  reduce  the  stud  fees,  because 
of  the  property  of  the  mortgagees  : and  this 
matter  remains' for  the  further  consideration  of 
parliament. 

That  no  Security  being  given  for  safe  custody 
of  the  prisoners,  and  the  artful  confusion  of  the 
title  between  the  trustees  fur  Lcntlinll.  nnd  the 
mortgagees,  render  the  custody  of  the  said 
prison  unsafe,  and  precarious. 

It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  thar,  not- 
withstanding the  inconreniency,  arising  from 
the  claim  of  the  mortgagees,  nnd  the  high  rent 
paid  by  the  Marshal,  yet  this  prison  of  ilie 
King's  Bench  is  much  better  regulated  than 
any  other  prison,  the  Committee  hath  enquired 
into  ; which  they  cannot  but  ascribe  to  tbecare 
of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Raymond,  who,  not 
accepting  of  any  presents,  or  fees,  from  the 
Mnrshnl  of  the  said  prison,  liath  kepi  the  said 
Marshal  strictly  to  t he'performance  of  his  duty ; 
and  bis  lordship  hath  heard,  and  redressed,  the 
complaints  of  the  prisoners. 

It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  drat  there 
■ areoi»aciisr-ntleii«gisatn|atiBotiksi.taM  Lists  of 
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Charities,  belonging  to  this  prison ; and  also 
that  there  have  been  other  books,  relating  to 
the  said  Charities,  which  books  are  not  now 
forth-coming. 

There  is  a Charity  collected  from  the  several 
counties,  and  another,,  of  monies  collected  in 
the  courts  of  Westmiuster-hnll,  called  High 
Bar-mnney.  In  the  collecting  the  first  of  the 
said  Charities  there  is  some  difficulty,  full 
powers  not  being  given  for  the  raising  thereof; 
and  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  Committee, 
that  the  latter  (though  Charity  Money)  doth 
belong  to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  that  he 
hath  a right  to  dispose  of  the  same,  as  he  thinks 
fit.  [K.] 

And  it  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  out 
of  the  small  charity,  which  yet  remains  unim- 
bezzled,  an  attempt  was  lately  made  to  deduct 
monies,  to  repair  the  Wards  for(  receiving  the 
furniture,  given  to  the  sick  rooms  by  the  pre- 
sent  Lord  Chief  Justice  Raymond;  and  that 
these  poor  creatures,  besides  their  great  fees, 
pay  also  for  repairing  rooms  in  the  gaol,  and 
they  were  induced  to  sign  a common  seal  for 
this  purpose:  [L.] 

That  the  poor  Prisoners  suffer  greatly,  by 
the  applying  of  the  Charity  Money  to  repairs, 
or  to  any  other  uses,  than  dividing  it  amougst 
them,  and  by  their  not  being  admitted  to  the 
common  side,  and  the  sharing  the  charities : 

That  the  prosecuting  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
for  acting  in  cases  of  breaches  of  the  peace, 
committed  by  prisoners  of  the  King's  Bench 
prison,  or  within  the  rules  thereof,  greatly  tcnd- 
to  the  encouraging  of  disorderly,  riotous,  and 
dangerous,  practices  there. 

By  inspecting  the  Lists  of  Prisoners  for  Debt, 
transmitted  from  the  various  Gaols  of  this  king- 
dom, and  the  Gazettes,  and  other  authorities, 
the  Committee  find,  th.it  near  6,000  persons 
have  been  discharged  out  of  the  said  Gaols  by 
virtue  of  the  act,  passed  in  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  for  relief  of  insolvent  debtors ; aud 
that  600  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects,  fugitives  for 
debt,  have  returned,  and  reaped  the  benefit  of 
that  act : And  by  the  returns  of  the  Lists  from 
the  Country  Gaols,  it  appears,  that  many  hun- 
dred persons  are  still  confined  there,  who  were 
prisoners  for  debt  before  the  29th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1728,  from  which  time  the  said  Act 
took  place. 

The  Committee  came  to  the  following  Reso- 
lutions ; viz. 

“ Resolved,  1.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 

Committee,  That  effectual  provision  be  made, 
“ to  prevent  the  Judges,  their  clerks,  and  ser- 
“ vants,  from  receiving  any  Fees,  Gifts,  Pre- 
“ sentSj.or  any  gratuities  whatsoever,  from  the 
“ gaoler  or  keeper  of  any  prison,  or  from  any 
“ officer,  intrusted  with  the  custody  of  the  pri- 
“ soners,  or  any  person  impowered  by  them. 

“ 2.  That  it  is  necessary  to  make  further 
“ provision,  for  the  discovering,  collecting,  dis- 
“ tributing,  and  accounting  for,  the  Charities, 
“ belonging  to  the  King’s  Bench  prison. 
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“ provision  for  Creditors,  for  their  more  easy 
“ and  effectual  Recovery  of  debts  and  damages 
“ on  the  escapes  of  prisoners  from  the  King’s 
“ Bench  Prison. 

“ 4.  That  it  is  necessary  to  make  further  pro- 
“ vision,  for  the  better  preservation  of  the 
“ peace  within  the  King's  Bench  Prison,  end 
“ the  rules  thereof.” 

Examination  of  John  Wildey. 

[A.]  John  Wildey,  being  examined  the  lit), 
day  ol  March,  1729,  saith,  that  he,  this  Exami- 
nant, hath  searched  the  Records  at  the  Tower, 
and  also  at  the  Chapel  of  the  Rolls,  for  the  ori- 
ginal grant  from  the  crown  of  the  office  of  Mar- 
shal and  prison  of  the  King's  Bench,  but  fcould 
not  find  the  same,  or  any  other  deed,  or  con- 
veyance, relating  to  the  said  office,  either  to 
Mr.  Lenthall,  or  the  duke  of  Norfolk  ; and  that 
lie,  this  examinant,  doth  not  know  what  title 
the  said  Lenthall  had  thereto. 

Examination  of  John  Jones,  Esq. 

[B.]  John  Jones,  esq.  being  examined  the 
16lh  day  of  March,  1729,  saith,  that  he  was 
concerned  for  the  late  earl  of  Radnor  in  the 
sale  of  the  said  Earl's  interest  in  the  office  of 
Marshal  and  Prison  of  the  King’s  Bench;  and 
that  he,  this  examinant,  remembers  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Consideration  Money  for  the  same, 
and  that  upwards  of  10,000/.  was  paid  to  the 
said  Earl  in  this  examinant’s  presence ; and  this 
examinant  believes,  that  the  whole  considera- 
tion money,  being  10,5001.  was  then  paid  to 
the  said  Earl. 

Examinajion  of  Mr.  Jasper  Blythman. 

Jasper  Blylbman, gentleman,  being  examined 
the  13th  day  of  March,  1729,  saith,  that  lie 
saw  the  late  earl  of  Radnor  sign  the  receipt 
(now  produced  to  him,  tills  examinant)  for 
10,600/.  and  that  his,  this  examinant’s  name, 
subscribed,  as  a witness  to  the  said  receipt,  is 
of  this  examinant’s  proper  hand-writing.  And 
this  examinant  further  saith,  that  he  cannot, 
at  this  distance  of  time,  say,  whether  the 
money  was  paid  at  that  time  of  signing  the 
said  receipt,  hut  doth  believe,  that  the  same 
was  then  paid ; for  that  otherwise  the  said 
Earl  would  not  have  signed  the  said  receipt, 
nor  should  this  examinant  have  witnessed  the 
same  ; and  also  for  that,  by  the  sale  of  the 
office  of  Marshal  and  Prison  of  the  King's 
bench,  and  of  an  estate  in  Wales,  the  said 
Earl  rendered  his  circumstances  (which  before 
that  time  were  very  uneasy,  and  unsettled)  in- 
tirely  easy. 

Lord  Radnor’s  Receipt  for  10,500/.  .produced 
by  Mr.  Wildey,  13th  March,  1729. 

I,  the  right  honourable  Charles  Bodville,  earl 
of  Radnor,  do  hereby  acknowledge,  that  I 
have  this  20th  day  of  September,  1718,  re? 
ceived  of  Joseph  Studley,  of  London)  gentle- 
of, . ,(law^l  money  of 
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Great  Britain,  being  the  consideration  of  and 
for  my  assigning  to  him  (by  an  indenture,  bear- 
ing equal  date  herewith,  and  made,  or  express- 
ed to  be  made,  between  me,  the  said  Earl,  of 
the  one  part,  and  the  said  Joseph  Studley,  and 
liail  Loader,  and  John  Alton,  of  London,  gen- 
tleman, of  the  other  part)  the  debt  remaining 
due  to  me  upon  several  securities,  made  by 
William  Lenthail,  esq.  deceased,  to  sir  John 
Cutler,  knight  and  baronet,  decensed,  and  se- 
cured by  the  office  of  Marshal  of  the  Marshal- 
sea  of  the  King’s  bench,  the  consideration  of 
which  assignment  is  in  the  said  indenture  men- 
tioned to  be  a competent  sum  of  mouey,  paid  by 
him,  the  said  Joseph  Studley  to  me;  and  there- 
fore of  and  from  the  said  consideration  money, 
and  every  part  thereof,  and  all  demands  con- 
cerning the  same,  I do  hereby  acquit  aud  dis- 
charge the  said  Joseph  Studley.  Witness  my 
hand  the  day  and  year  abovesaid. — Radnor. — 
Witness,  Jas.  Blythman,  John  Martin, 
William  Batty. 

[C]  An  Account  of  the  Shares  of  the  several 
Proprietors  of  the  King’s  Bench : De- 
livered by  Mr.  John  Wildey,  13  March, 
1789. 

SOth  September,  1718,  lord  Radnor  assigns 
to  Mr.  Studley  for  10,500/. 

24th  September,  1718,  Mr.  Studley  declares, 
that  the  10,500/.  was  the  money  of  Richard 
Houlditcb  and  Robert  Knight,  enquires,  Tho- 
mas Martin  and  Wm.  King,  goldsmiths,  and 
William  Martin,  gentleman,  and  by  them  paid 
in  enunl  shares,  viz.  2,100/.  n-piece. 

4th  December,  1748,  Mr.  King  sold  his  fifth 
part  to  Mr.  Crull  for  2,178/.  15s. 

31  Mar.  1720,  Mr.  Crull  assigned  to  Sur- 
man  for  2,775/. 

Note:  Upon  Surman’s  Forfeiture,  it  became 
vested  in  the  Trustees  of  the  South  Sea 
Company. 

1727.  The  trustees  assigned  to  Richard 
Bishop  Surman's  share  for  1,555/. 

21  Mar.  1728,  Mr.  Bishop  assigned  his 
•hare  to  Mr.  Preston  for  1,821/. 

4 December,  1718,  Mr.  Houlditch  sold  his 
fifth  part  to  Richard  Capper  for  2,200/. 

20  Feb.  1720.  Note:  Mr.  Capper  acknow- 
ledged, that  he  was  only  a trustee  for  Mr. 
Bowman. 

Note:  Mr.  Bowman,  by  will,  gave  his  Fifth 
to  Mr.  Thomas  and  John  Martin,  in 
trust,  &c. 

4 April,  17  20.  Mr.  ThomasMartin  sold  one 
fourth  of  his  fifth  part  to  Mr.  Studley  for  525/. 

1721.  Mr.  Knight’s  fifth  part  became  for- 
feited to  the  trustees  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany. 

1727.  The  trustees  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany assigned  Mr.  Knight’s  fifth  part  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Martin  for  1,605/. 

_ 8th  April,  1721,  Mr.  William  Martin  as- 
signed one  moiety  of  his  fifth  part  to  Mr.  John 
Martin  for  4,3W/.4Did,?Jiefi-i«!fdi  itffiei-taidiiMssi 
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William  Martin  assigned  the  other  moiety  to 
said  John  Martin. 

Examinations  of  Mr.  JosEpit  Studley,  the 
9th,  11th,  nnd  13th,  March,  1729,  at  the 
Committee,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
State  of  tbeGaoisof  this  kingdom. 

Joseph  Studley,  being  examined  the  9th  day 
of  March,  1729,  saith  that  he  is  emitted  to  one 
twentieth  pnrt  of  the  office  of  Marshal  and 
Prison  of  the  King's  bench ; and  that  he  hath 
had  such  share  ever  since  the  year  17 18 ; and 
that  he  paid  for  the  same  525/.  at  two  puy- 
ments,  in  or  about  October,  1718,  to  the  use 
of  Mr.  Win.  Marlin.  And  this  examinnnt 
further  saith,  that  the  whole  debt,  due  to  the 
carl  of  Radnor  on  the  snid  premisses,  was  as- 
signed to  this  examinant;  and  that  lie,  tliii 
examinant,  has  all  along  received  the  renl» 
and  profits  of  the  said  premisses  for  all  the 
proprietors  thereof,  nnd  hath  from  time  to  time 
accounted  with  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Wildey, 
who  have  all  such  accounts,  as  also  all  the  title- 
deeds,  aud  writings,  relating  to  the  said  office 
of  Marshal  and  Prison  of  the  King's  bench,  in 
their  or  one  of  their  custody  ; and  that  he,  ibis 
examinant,  lmth  been  nllowed  5/.  a term  for 
his  trouble.  Aud  this  examinant  further  saith, 
that  the  book  now  produced  by  thi*  examinant, 
doth  contain  n true  account  of  all  alienations 
of  offices,  fines,  nnd  other  profits,  of  the  said 
ofilce  of  Marshal  ami  Prison  of  the  King's 
bench,  which  have  come  to  the  hands  orknuw- 
lege  of  this  examinant.  Anri  the  said  exami- 
nant being  asked,  whether  he  doth  not  appre- 
hend himself  liable  to  make  good  escapes ; he, 
this  examinant,  saith,  that  he  is  not  liable 
thereto,  it  having  been  so  determined,  npon  a 
trial  at  law,  in  Pouller’s  case.  And  this  exa- 
minant further  saith,  that  both  Machen,  the 
late  Mnrshal,  and  Mr.  Mullens,  the  present 
Marshal,  of  the  King's  bench,  were  appointed 
Marshals  since  this  examinant's  snid  purchnse, 
and  with  this  examinant’s  consent;  and  that 
both  the  said  Marshals  gave  security,  for  pay- 
ment of  die  rent;  but  that  no  .security  was 
token  from  either  of  them,  to  answer,  or  make 
good  escapes,  or  for  good  behaviour. 

And  the  said  Joseph  Studley,  being  again 
examined  on  the  11th  day  of  Mareli,  1729, 
saith,  that  he  was  present  at  the  execution  of 
the  purchnse  deeds,  dated  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1718,  by  the  late  earl  of  Radnor : and 
then  saw  the  said  earl  sign  the  receipt  for 
10,500 /.  consideration  money,  nnd  did  then 
also  see  Mr.  William  Manin  pay  unto  the  said 
earl  several  bank  notes  at  Mr.  filytbman’s 
chambers  in  the  Temple,  hut  how  much,  in 
the  whole,  was  paid  to  the  said  earl,  this  exami- 
nant doth  not  know. 

And  the  said  examinant  being  again  exa- 
mined on  the  13th  day  of  March,  1729,  saith, 
that  he  hath  used  his  best  endeavours  to  find 
out  Lenthnll's  title  to  the  office  of  Marshal 
and  Prison  of  the  King’s  bench,  but  hath  not 
been  able  to  discover  the  same,  nor  can  give 
v-airy,3tfeier!1¥,p?fflBir,v.it,herpffl^-itt8ifir,  that  he,  this 
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examinant,  hath  been  informed  by  Mr.  Martin, 
that  the  title-deeds  of  the  said  office  were 
lodged  in  the  House  of  Lords,  upon  the  passing 
of  an  act  of  parliament,  relating  to  the  said 
prison,  in  the  8th  and  9th  years  of  the  reign  of 
King  William  the  Third. 

Examination  of  James  Slann. 

[D.  1.]  James  Slunn,  footman  to  Thomas 
Martin,  esq.  being  examined  the  6th  day  of 
March,  1729,  and  asked,  what  property  he  has 
in  the  Prison. of  the  King’s  bench,  snys,_  that 
lie  is  a nominal  trustee  for  the  heirs  of  Mr. 
Lenthall.  And  this  examinant  being  asked, 
what  he  means  by  a nominal  trustee,  and  by 
whom  he  was  appointed  such  trustee;  he  says, 
he  does  not  know,  what  a nominal  trustee  is, 
nor  by  whom  he  was  appointed  such : .And 
being  asked,  how  he  knows,  he  is  a nominal 
trustee ; he  says,  he  is  informed,  that  he  is 
such,  but  does  not  know  by  whom  ho  was  so 
informed. 

And  this  examinant  being  asked,  whether 
he  signed  and  sealed  the  deed,  now  shewn  to 
him,  and  by  whose  order  lie  so  executed  the 
same ; he  says,  lie  did  sign  and  seal  the  said 
deed  by  the  order  of  his  master,  Mr.  Martin. 
And  the  said  examinant  being  asked,  how  long 
it  is  since  he  executed  the  said  deed,  and  who 
was  present,  when  he  executed  the  same ; he 
says,  he  does  not  know  how  long  it  is  since  he 
executed  the  said  deed,  nor  who  was  present 
at  such  execution,  except  Mr.  John  Wildey, 
who  was  then  present.  And  the  said  exami- 
nant being  asked,  whether  he  ever  read,  or 
heard  read,  the  said  deed,  or  knows  the  contents 
thereof,  saith,  that  he  never  did  read,  or  hear 
read,  the  said  deed,  nor  knows  the  contents 
thereof;  and  that  he,  this  examinant,  hath 
signed  and  sealed  several  deeds,  without  read- 
ing, or  hearing  the  same  read,  or  knowing  the 
contents  of  the  same. 

And  this  examinant  being  asked,  whether, 
at  the  time  of  his  executing  the  said  deed,  he 
apprehended  he  should  reap  any  benefit  by  his 
executing  the  same,  or  that  he  was  thereby 
liable  to  answer  any  escapes,  and  whether  he 
was  able  to  make  good  escapes,  that  might 
happen,  or  to  pay  4 or  5,000i.  on  that  occa- 
sion ; he,  this  examinant,  saith,  that  he  knew 
not  whether  he  was  to  reap  any  benefit  by  hip 
signing  the  said  deed ; and  that  he  did  not  ap- 
prehend, by  his  signing  the  same,  he  was  liable 
to  make  good  any  escapes  that  happened ; aud 
saith,  that  if  any  escapes  sheuld  happen,  he  is 
not  able  to  make  good  or  pay  for  the  same. 

Examination  of  Mr.  John  Wildey. 

[D.  2.]  John  Wildey,  being  examined  the 
6th  day  of  March,  1729,  and  being  asked  what 
property  he  has  in  the  King’s-bench  prison, 
saith,  that  he  is  n trustee  for  the  heirs  of  Lent- 
hall, and  was  nominated, such  trustee  at  the 
request  of  John  Martin,  esq.  in  a deed  now 
shewn  to  this  examinant ; and  that  he,  this 
examinant,  by  the  verbal  order  of  the  said  Mr. 
Martin,  apcj.of  , 


ley  and  Mr.  John  Preston,  did  execute  the  I 
ocher  deed,  now  also  shewn  to  this  examinant 

And  this  examinant  being  asked,  whether 
he  does  not  apprehend  himself  liable  to  answer  ' 
escapes,  or  who  is  liable  to  make  good  the 
same ; he,  this  examinant,  saith,  chat  lie  doth  ' 
not  apprehend  himself,  or  any  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  King’s-bencii  prison,  nii9werable  for 
escapes ; but  that  the  Marshal  of  the  said  pri. 
son  is  liable  to  make  good  the  same;  auri  that  ’ 
he,  this  examinant,  was  never  put  to  any  trou-  i 
ble  upon  account  of  escapes.  And  this  Exa- 
ininant  being  asked,  whether  the  said  Marshal 
has  given  any  aud  what  security,  to  answer  es- 
capes ; this  examinant  saith,  that  the  said  , 
Marsha!  has  given  no  other  security  for  that  ' 
purpose,  than  his  own  personal  security,  by  a I 
covenant  contained  in  the  said  last-mentioned  I 
deed ; but  this  examinant  apprehends,  tbnt  if  J 
any  escapes  shall  happen,  which  the  said  Mar-  | 
shal  shall  not  be  able  to  make  good,  the  heirs  J 
of  Lenthall  will  he  liable  to  make  good  the  ifl 
same.  And  this  examinant  further  saith,  that  M 
he  doth  not,  nor  ever  did,  receive  any  rent  ■ 
whatsoever  from  the  Marshal  of  the  King’s-  I 
bench,  nor  ever  sign  any  receipt  for  rent.  And  fl 
the  said  examinant  being  asked,  whether  lie  | 
ever  received  any  surplus  money  for  the  heirs  I 
of  Lenthall ; he,  this  examinant,  saith,  that  ha  ■ 
never  did  receive  any  such  surplus  money. 

Examination  of  Mr.  John  Preston.  I 

Mr.  John  Preston,  being  examined  the  9th  I 
day  of  March,  1729,  saith,  that  he,  this  exami-  ■ 
nant,  is  entitled  to  one  fifth  part  (the  whole  J 
into  five  equal  parts  being  divided)  in  the  oHice  J 
of  Marshal  of  the  KingVbench,  and  the  prison  ■ 
thereof,  with  the  buildings  and  appurtenances  I 
thereto  belonging  ; and  that  lie  purchased  the  a 
same  iu  May  last,  of  Richard  Bishop,  to  whom  I 
this  examinant  paid  1,821 1.  for  the  said  share;  II 
and  that  the  said  Richard  Bishop  thereupon  as-  I 
signed  to  this  examinant  all  the  estate  and  in-  l 
terest  of  biin,  the  said  Richard  Bishop,  in  the  H 
said  premisses ; the  profits  whereof  being  tisu- 
ally  accounted  for  by  Joseph  Studley,  the  re-  M 
ceiver  thereof,  every  term,  this  examinant  sail  b,  I 
that  lie  hath  received  for  his  share  of  the  said  | 
profits,  28/.  each  term  or  thereabouts. 

Aud  the  said  etaminant  being  asked,  vrhe-  I 
ther  he  does  not  think  himself  liable  to  make  1 
good  escapes  of  prisoners  that  may  happen,  S 
saith,  lie  hath  been  advised,  and  doth  apnre-  1 
hend  that  he  is  not  liable  thereto,  being  only  a ■ 
mortgagee. 

And  the  said  examinant  being  asked,  whether  J 
Mr.  Mullens  was  made  Marshal  of  the  King's-  | 
bench  since  this  examinant’s  said  purchase,  and 
with  this  examinant’s  consent,  and  whether  the  ( 
said  Mullens  had  given  security  to  answer  or  .1 
make  good  escapes ; this  examinant  saith,  that 
the  said  Mullens  was  made  Marshal  since  the  J 
purchase,  and  with  the  consent,  of  this  exanii- 
nant ; and  that  he,  this  exaininailt,  doth  not  J 
know  that  any  security  has  been  given  by  the 
said  Mullens,  to  answer  or  make  good  any  es- 
iSSHStopfon  I library  p£imafit)n  Unit 


8 1 7]  PARL.  HISTORY,  3 George  H. 

The  further  Examinations  of  Mr,  RichardMut- 
lens,  Marshal  of  the  King’s-bench  Prisou, 
taken  before  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  appointed  to  inspect  the 
Gaols  of  this  Kingdom,  this  21st  day  of 
February,  1729,  and  April  9,  17S0. 

This  examinant  saith,  that  he  is  Marshal  of 
the  KiugVbench  prison,  and  appointed  by  the 
proprietors,  viz.  Thoma9  Martin,  .William  Mar- 
tin, John  Martin,  John  Preston  and  Joseph 
Studley,  esquires  : that  the  said  proprietors  have 
a right  to  present  a Marshal  of  the  said  prison 
to  the  court  of  King’s-bench,  who  are  to  op- 

Kjve  and  confirm  the  said  Marshal;  nud,  after 
is  sworn  in  before  the  said  court,  he  is  then 
in  full  possession  of  the  said  otiice.  This  exa- 
minant further  saith,  that  in  the  year  1724  he 
applied  to  the  said  Joseph  Studley,  in  order  for 
to  get  the  office  of  Mtirsiial  to  t he  KingVbench 

(risou,  and  by  means  of  the  said  Joseph  Stud- 
!y  was  introduced  to  the  other  proprietors, 
whom  he  (Mullens)  met  ut  Garrawuy’s  coffee- 
house towards  the  end  of  the  year  1724,  where 
the  said  proprietors,  viz.  Thomas  Martin,  John 
Martin  and  Joseph  Studley,  esquires  (and,  as 
he  thinks,  William  Martin)  were  present ; who 
proposed  to  the  said  examinant,  that  they  the 
said  proprietors  would  present  him  to  the  court 
of  KingVbench  as  Marshal  of  the  snid  prison, 
and  grant  him  (Mullens)  n lease  of  the  said  of- 
fice and  prison  for  the  space  of  five  years,  with 
a right  of  renewal  for  three  years,  after  tiie  ex- 
piruiion  of  the  said  term,  on  condition  of  pay- 
ing to  the  said  proprietors  the  annual  sum  of 
800/.  and  also  the  further  annual  sum  of  about 
20/.  as. a quit-rent,  and  to  allow  to  the  cham- 
berlain of  the  said  prison,  appointed  by  the 
proprietors,  the  usual  profits  of  the  said  office, 
which  he  hath  since  compounded  with  the  said 
chamberlain,  for  the  yearly  sum  of  30/.;  and 
that  the  said  proprietors  further  told  him,  that 
over  and  above  the  said  sums,  be  (theMarsbal) 
before  he  was  approved  of  aud  sworn  into  the 
said  office,  must  pay  100  guineas  to  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King’s- bench,  and  a further 
sum  of  30  guineas  to  each  of  the  three  puisne 
judges  of  the  said  court : that  he,  this  exami- 
nant, objected  to  all  these  demands  ns  too 
exorbitant,  from  the  impossibility  of  fairly  rais- 
ing the  said  sums ; to  which  the  said  proprie- 
tors answered,  that  if  he  (Mullens)  refused  to 
take  the  said  office  on  these  conditions,  many 
others  would  gladly  accept  of  this  offer;  and' 
that  the  former  marshals  had  made  a great  deal 
of  money  of  the  said  office,  and  particularly 
Mr.  Machen  had  got  between  2 and  3,000/. 
by  it : this  examinant  replied,  that  no  person 
could  make  such  a profit  honestly  ; and  if  any 
one  got  so  much  money  in  the  said  office,  ;t 
must  be  by  giving  liberty  to  some  of  the  pri- 
soners and  running  away  with  them  : to  which 
the  snid  John  and  Thomas  Martin,  or.one  of 
them,  answered,  that  he  (Mullens)  must  take 
his  chance  for  that,  for  he  took  the  said  office 
with  bis  eyes  open.  And  this  examinant  fur- 
ther sauh.  that  ihet.Btatsd  (itpthejlbs-  «r.d  pro- 

Vouvm. 
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prietors  for  the  said  office  and  prison,  and  a 
grant  of  the  same  was  made  to  him  and  de- 
emed on  the  14th  day  of  January,  1724,  by 
Richard  Wellman,  a hackney  writer  to  the  -aid 
John  Martin,  or  one  of  them,  with  the  con-ent 
of  the  said  Joseph  Studley  ; und  that  on  or  lie- 
fore  the  23rd  day  of  the  SHid  month  ol  January, 
he  (Mullens)  gave  a purse  containing  100  gui- 
neas, into  the  hands  of  sir  John  Prut,  die  then 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  KiugVbench,  and 
one  other  purse  containing  50'  guineas,  to  Mr. 
Justice  Fortescue,  and  the  like  sum  to  Mr. 
Justice  I’otvis;  and  he  offered  the  like  sum  to 
sir  Robert  Raymond,  then  one  of  the  puisne 
judges  of  the  said  court,  who  refused  the  same, 
saying,  lie  did  not  know  any  such  fee  was  due, 
and  time  if  it  was  not  a legal  fee  he  would  not 
take  it;  but  that  he  would -inform  himself  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  the  other  judges; 
and  some  days  after,  the  said  sir  Robert  Ray- 
mond did  accept  of  the  S8id  sum,  having,  as  he 
informed  this  examinant,  seen  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  nnd  the  other  judges  of  the  said  court: 
and  this  examinant  has  heard,  and  believes, 
that  no  Marshal  was  ever  approved  of  and 
sworn  into  the  said  office,  without  making  the 
said  presents,  except  himself,  who,  on  the  re- 
newal of  his  grant  of  the  said  office  nnd  prison, 
was  sworn  into  the  said  office  on  the  25tb  of 
January  Inst,  1729,  without  making  the  said 
presents  to  the  judges.  And  he  (Mullens)  fur- 
ther saith,  that  the  Marshal  usually  gave,  erery 
Christmas,  twenty  guineas  to  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  KingVbench,  nnd  ten  guineas  to 
each  of  the  puisne  judges  of  the  said  court ; 
hut  that  sir  Robert  Raymond,  the  present 
Chief  Justice,  has  nlwnys  refused  the  sutd  sura, 
but  desired  he  would  not  mention  such-refusal, 
lest  his  successors  should  think,  he  lessened 
their  perquisites : nnd  further  saith,  that  Mr. 
Justice  Reynolds  did  accept  of  the  ten  guineas, 
but  sent  the  said  sum  by  bis  clerk,  to  bo  distri- 
buted among  the  prisoners  of  the  said  prison  : 
and  further  saith,  that  all  the  judges  of  the  said 
court  refused  to  take  the  said  presents  last 
Christmas.  R.  Mullins. 

At  the  Committee,  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  State  of  the  Gaols  of  this  Kingdom, 

The  said  Richard  Mullens,  being  examined 
this  9th  day  of  April,  1730,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  saith,  that  the  above-written  Exami- 
nation, and  every  part  thereof,  is  true. 

R.  MO  liens. 

The  said  Richard  Mullens  further  saith,  that 
the  lease,  hy  which  he  agreed  to  pay  800/.  per 
annum  to  the  snid  proprietors,  was,  hy  the 
interposition  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Pratt, 
cancelled,  und  a new  lease  granted,  of  the 
same  date,  which  is  the  lease  lust  expired. 

R.  Mullins. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Richard  Mullens,  Mar- 
shal of  the  King’s  Bench  Prison,  21sl  Fe- 
bruary, 1729. 

About  five  months  ago  all  the  judges  of  the 
King  Vluttaci  t<  «rd tieri  M r.  -Jditita  sin  give  the 
3 G 
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' proprietors  notice  to  attend  them  at  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice’s  chambers,  and  they  all  met  ac- 
cordingly, my  Lord  Chief  Justice  then  told  the 
proprietors,  the  occasion  of  sending  for  them 
was,  to  acquaint  them,  that  they  (the  judges) 
were  of  opinion,  that  there  would  he  a parlia- 
mentary enquiry  into  their  prison,  as  there 
had  been  of  others  ; and,  though,  they  appre- 
hended, they  had  no  direct  right  to  make  any 
order  upon  them  (the  proprietors)  yet  they  re- 
commended it  to  them  (the  proprietors)  to  alter 
the  exorbitant  rent,  they  now  let  it  at  ; and, 
though  they  imagined,  they  were  secure  under 
an  act  of  Parliament,  yet  it  was  theii  » union, 
that  the  parliament  would  construe  it,  aat  by 
their  letting  it  nt  such  exorbitant  rents,  and  to 
people  without  sufficient  security,  and  obscure 
people  permitted  to  covenunt  for  it,  that 
escapes  would  be  deemed  voluntary  in  them, 
ns  if  they  had  acted  themselves  as  Marshal ; 
that  they  themselves  would  be  liable  to  make 
good  the  escapes,  and  forfeit  their  office. 

R.  Mullens. 

At  the  Committee,  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  State  of  the  Gaols  of  this  King- 

The  said  Richard  Mullens,  being  examined 
this  ninth  day  of  April,  1730,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  saith,  that  the  above  written 
Examination,  and  every  part  thereof,  is  true. 

R.  Mullens. 

The  Fourth  Examination  of  Mr.  Mullens,  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  9th  April,  1730. 

At  tho  Committee,  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  State  of  the  Gaols  of  this  Kingdom, 

|^E.]  Richard  Mullens,  Marshal  of  the  King's- 
bench  prison,  being  examined  this  9th  day  of 
April,  1730,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  saith, 
that  he,  this  examinant,  hath  lived  within  the 
rules  of  the  said  prison,  and  been  conversaut 
therein,  for  the  space  of  ten  or  eleven  years ; 
mnd  that  in  or  about  the  year  1793,-  one  Poul- 
ter  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  Richard 
Machen,  then  Marshal,  in  execution,  for 
. 18,0001.  and  upwards,  nt  the  suit  of  William 
Wilson ; and  that  soon  afterwards  the  said 
Machen  gave  the  said  Puulter  the  liberty  of  the  I 
rules,  for  9C0  guineas,  or  thereabouts,  and 
took  a bond  from  the  said  Poulter's  brother, 
for  1,000/.  (as  the  said  Machen  informed  this 
examiuant)  and  in  and  about  ten  days  alter  the 
♦aid  Poulter  obtained  the  liberty  of  the  rules, 
be  escaped  to  Holland,  and  there  continues, 
as  this  examinant  is  also  informed  : And  there- 
upon the  said  Wilson  brought  an  action,  in  the 
court  of  King's-bench,  against  the  said  Machen, 
i for  the  said  escape,  and  recovered  judgment 
for  the  said  debt ; and  afterwards  the  said 
Wilson  moved  'the  said  court,  that  the  profits 
of  the  office  of  Marshal  nud  prison  of  the  King's 
bench  might  he  sequestered  fur  the  snid  debt  ; 
and  the  court  referred  it  to  the  master  of  the 
King's-bench  office,  to  stale  the  account  of  the 
mortgagees  ; nod  the  said  muster  reported  due 


obtain  any  satisfaction,  and  soon  afterwards 
shot  himself,  in  despair,  ut  an  inn  in  Barnaby 
Street,  which,  this  examinant  believes,  was 
called  St.  Christophers.  And  this  examinant  1 
further  saith,  that  the  said  Machen  is  now  a ' 
prisoner,  in  the  custody  of  this  examinant,  at 
the  suits  of  Elizabeth  and  Anne  Wilson,  the 
administratrixes  of  the  said  Wm,  Wilson,  and 
also  at  the  soils  of  Benjamin  Arnold  and  Chris- 
topher Thwaites  ; and  that  several  other  pri- 
soners, besides  the  said  Poulter,  did  escape,  '* 
during  the  time  that  the  said  Machen  ivas 
Marshal ; and  that  the  rent  of  the  office  and 
prison  is  so  exorbitant,  that  no  person  of  good 
substance  would  lake  the  said  office ; and  that 
it  has  been  customary  for  former  Marshals  to 
suffer  escapes,  to  enable  them  to  raise  money 
to  pay  their  rent,  and  to  get  their  livelihood.  ,1 
R.  Mullens.  1 

The  Examinations  of  Mr.  Richard  Mullens, 
Marshal  of  the  King's  Bench  Prison,  taken  ‘l 
23d  February,  1739,  and  9th  April,  1780.  I 
This  examinant  saith,  that  Knight  and  Sur-  r] 
man  being  possessed  of  two  fifths  of  the  office  M 
of  Marshal  of  the  prison  of  the  King’s-bench,  1 
as  he  is  informed,  Thomas  Martin,  esq.  and 
Richard  Bishop,  tipstaff  of  the  court  of  com-  •’ 
mon  pleas,  purchased  those  two  fifths  of  the  I 
trustees  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  for  the  i 
sum  of  1,000/.  each,  as  this  examinant  is  also  9 
informed,  and  some  time  about  twelve  months  1 
since,  Mr.  Preston,  clerk  of  the  VintnersCont-  I 
any,  purchased  Mr.  Bishop's  said  fifth;  but  l| 
nows  not  what  sum  of  money  was  paid  for  it. 
That  ho  computes  the  fees,  which  he  has  ac-  j 
luully  received,  as  Marshal  of  the  prison,  to  j 
amount  to  about  60/.  annually,  before  they  j 
were  lately  reduced  ; and  that  he  expects,  I 
very  little  will  arise  from  those  fees  for  the  1 
future  : That  what  induced  him  to  take  anew 
grant  of  the  said  office  and  prison,  at  a rent  of  4 
750/.  was,  from  an  assurance  given  him  by 
Mr.  Studley,  one  of  the  proprietors,  of  an  in-  , 
tenlion  of  the  proprietors,  to  reduce  his  rent 
to  100/.  (the  Judges  having  recommended  suck  | 
reduction)  and  in  further  hopes,  that,  if  the 
government  should  take  the  gaol  into  their  j 
hands,  he  (Mullens)  might  be  appointed  ; 
marshal  of  it : That  the  profit  chiefly  arises  j 
from  giving  the  liberty  of  the  rules  to  the  pri-  - ] 
setters,  which  were  greatly  enlarged  by  the 
late  Chief  Justice  Prat,  by  the  addition  of  St.  J 
George’s  Fields  to  the  rules,  on  application  of  "J 
the  prisoners  to  the  Court  of  King’s-bench ; w 
but,  having  kept  no  account  of  these  profits, 
he  cannot  say,  tvbat  they  annually  produce : J 

That  he  believes,  there  are  generally  upwards  I 
' of  120  prisoners,  who  enjoy  the  liberty  of  the  j 
rules  ; but  that  lie  will  deliver  in  a particular  j j 
account  of  them  to  the  Committee:  That,  on 
his  being  admitted  Marshal,  he  had  no  prisoners  | 
delivered  to  him,  but  such,  as  were  within  the  «r 
house,  under  the  key,  which  did  not  exceed  j, 
77  ; hut  that  he  had  no  account  given  him  of 
all  die  prisoners,  that  had  the  liberty  of  the 
s |S I^X  r,  W«clieo, 
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nor  does  he  apprehend  himself  io  lie  charged 
or  chargeable  therewith  -.  He  is  informed,  and 
believes,  that  great  numbers  of  those  prisoners, 
who  then  enjoyed  the  roles,  made  their  escnpe 
when  Maciteu  run  away  ; and  believes,  ho  has 
an  authority,  by  virtue  of  a rule  of  court  (the 
copy  of  which  is  delivered  to  the  Committee) 
to  re  take,  and  lock  up,  any  of  those  prisoners, 
if  he  thiuks  fit : but  that  he  is  not  by  such 
rule  obliged  to  re-take  them,  and  thereby  make 
himself  liable;  and- believes,  this  has  been  tbe 
practice  of  all  former  marshals,  formally  years, 
since  the  ofiice  has  been  in  the  hands  of  par- 
ticular proprietors  : That  his  other  profits  arise 
to  him  by  groats  out  of  the  judgments  and  bnils 
in  the  court  of  King's  benrh,  paid  him  by  the 
masterof  the  King’s-bench  office,  which  he  com- 
putes at  about  100/.  annually  : That  be  lets  the 
profit  of  his  tap,  and  sutlerage,  to  one  Met- 
calf (a  brewer  of  Greenwich)  fur  100  guineas 
fine,  and  100  guineas  yearly  ; That  he  bus  one 
shilling  out  of  every  day  rale,  which  he  com- 
putes to  be  worth  to  him  about  35 1.  per  annum: 
That  he  has  one  shilling  for  every  night,  that  a 
prisoner  lies  in  a spungmg  house,  which  he 
computes  to  he  worth  about  30/.  yearly : And 
these,  lie  declares,  are  the  only  methods,  by 
which  he  makes  any  profits.  R.  Mullens. 

At  the  Committee,  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  state  of  tbe  gaols  of  this  kingddm, 

The  said  Richard  Mullens,  being  examined 
this  9th  day  of  April,  1730,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  saitb,  that  the  above-written  Examina- 
tion, anil  every  pnrt  thereof,' is  true. 

R.  McllpSs. 

[F.]  A List  of  the  Names  of  the  several  per- 
sons, who  have  executed  the  Office  of 
Marshal  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
(from  the  year  1068)  the  Dates  of  their 
several  admissious,  and  how  long  they  re- 
spectively continued  in  the  said  office,  as 
appears  per  the  several  Books  of  Entry, 
which  are  now  in  Custody  of  Mr.  R'tchnrd 
Mullens,  present  Mnrslml  of  the  said 
Court,  Delivered  by  the  said  Mr.  Mul- 
lens. 

Marshals  Names. 

Mr.Stepb.  Mosdell, -admitted,  February  12th, 
1068  ; continued  to  April  23d,  1672. 

Mr.  Thomas  Meney,  April  24th,  1672  ; to 
October  21, 1675. 

From  tbe  year  1675 ; to  theyear  1684,  bouks 
wanting. 

Mr.  Hen.  Glover,  May  20th,  1684:  to  April 
12th,  1687. 

Mr.  Coke,  April  15tb,  1687 ; to  November 
9th,  1683. 

Mr.  Fhilpot,  November  23d,  1688 ; to  May 
31st,  1690. 

Mr.  Will.  Briggs,  June  2d,  1690 ; to  October 
3d,  1693.  - 

From  tbe  year  1693 ; to  tbe  year  1696,  books 

Mr.  George  Taylor,  May  2d,  1696  ; to  Fe- 
bruary 23d,  WSF-t  intake  dtg.irised  by  die  Uni  vers 


Mr.  Godfrey  Gimbert,  December  29lh,  1698 
to  March  99th,  1701. 

Mr.  William  Sutton,  March  15th,  1700  ; to 
November  10th,  1703. 

Mr.  Fr.  Southward,  November  11th,  1703  ; 
the  continuance  uncertain  : book  cut. 

Mr.  Will.  Broughton,  May  6th,  1706  ; to 
February  13th,  1711. 

Mr.  Moses  Cook,  February  14th,  1711;  to 
February  7tli,i  1715. 

Mr.  David  Crawfisrd,  February  9lb,  1715;  to 
March  8th,  1721. 

Mr.  Richard  Machen,  March  24th,  1721 ; to 
January  20lh,  1724. 

Mr.  Rich.  Mullens,  January  24th,  1724 ; 
present  Marshal. 

[G.]  Copy  of  a Rule  of  Court  for  the  new 
Marshal  to  retake  such  Prisoners,  ns  hud 
the  Liberty  of  the  Rules  granted  by  i is 
Predecessors. 

Die  Mercurii,  in  Quinden’  Sc'  Hillnrii,  Ai  no 
It  Georgii  Regis. 

Ordinal'  est,  quod  mnrr’  maresc’  liujus  cur' 
:apial  orniies  prisoner'  ml  lurgum  existen' 


pr’  et  ducat  eos  in  prison’  pr.  Ex  tnotiouc  Mr. 
Ketieby,  per  Cur. 

Examination  of  Mr.  John  Morris. 

[11.]  John  Morris,  Deputy  Morslini  of  tho 
King's-liench  prison,  br  ing  examined  this  21st 
day  of  February,- 1729,  says,  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Marshal  uf  the  King's-bencb 
by  Charles,  carl  of  Radnor,  above  twenty  years 
ago  (but  hath  not  the  grant  now  with  him)  and 
paid  50/.  tu  Thomas  Cook,  for  the  said  curl,  by 
way  of  alienation,  and  n considerable  sum  to 
him,  the  said  Cook  (who  was  then  Deputy 
Marshal,  and  is  since  dead)  for  his  surtemlermg 
to  this  examinant;  and  that  be  paid  a further 
sum  of  ten  guineas  tn  one  Broughton,  the  then 
Marshal,  and  20  guineas  tu  the  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice Holt,  which,  as  far  ns  this  examinant  re- 
members, he  gave  «o  him  with  his  own  hands. 

Being  asked,  in  what  manner  the  office  was 
surrendered  ; says,  that  Cook  surrendered  the 
office  to  lord  Radnor,  nvo  days  befure  lord  Rad- 
nor granted  the  office  to  tbe  examinant. 

Being  asked,  whnt  was  the  business  of  Do- 

K Marshal  ; says,  that  now  the  business  of 
uty  Marshal  is  to  attend  the  Cuurc  of. 
King’s  Bench,  with  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
wheresoever  he  goes;  bnt-forraerly  the  offices  of 
Deputy  Mnrshal,  BtnJ  clerk  of  the  papers, 
were  annexed  ; and  now  the  fees  are  given  at 
jointly  together. 

Being  asked,  if  he  ever  gave  nny  thing,  by 
way  qf . Christ  tuns-  box,  to  the  judges,  or  any 
officers  under  them  ; says,  that  there  was  a 
table  kept  in  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt's 
timer  and  now  be  sometimes  eats  at  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice’s  table;  aud  he  has  given  at 
Christinas  half  a crowo,  or  so,  to  each  servant, 
John  Moastis,  Deputy  Marshal. 

>'  «>f  SaSUif'tfclnmi'jS'-JISftiShi satin n I Jolt  _ ■ 
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[I.]  Samuel  Woodham,  esq.  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 


Surry,  being  examined  the  7th  day  of  April, 
1730  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  sail b,  that 
lie,  this  examinant,  having  in  the  mouth  of 
December,  1788,  committed,  for  want  of  sure- 
ties, to  the  county  gaol  of  Surry,  Humphry 
Ileybord  and  Joseph  Allen,  for  violent  assaults 
commit ied  by  them;  and  Richard  Mullens, 
Marshal  of  the  court  of  King’s-bench,  having 
threatened  to  more  the  said  court  against  this 
examinant  for  so  doing,  he,  the  said  Mullens, 
alleging,  that  the  said  ileybord  and  Allen  were 
then  prisoners  in  the  custody  of  him,  the  said 
Mullens;  this  exnminant,  together  with  sir 
John  Gonson,  did,  about  three  weeks  before 
the  then  next  term,  wait  upon  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  said  court,  and  acquaint  him 
therewith:  to  which  his  lordship  answered, 
that  what  this  examinant  had  done,  was  very 
right  ; and  that  this  examinant  should  pro- 
ceed in  the  same  manner  against  all  offenders 
in  the  like  cases;  and  that  he  would  support 
or  protect  this,  examinant  therein,  or  to  that 
effect.  And  this  examiuant  further  said,  that 
the  said  Mullens,  as  be  had  before  threatened, 
did  accordingly,  in  Hilary'  term,  1728,  move 
tlifc  court  of  King’s  bench,  that  an  attachment 
might  be  awarded  against  this  examiuant,  for 
this  examinant's  having  committed  the  said 
Heyhord  and  Allen  to  the  said  county  gaol,  6s 
afoiesnid,  although  such  county  ga«l  is  within 
the  rules  of  the  King’s- bench  prison ; and 
thereupon  a rule  having  been  granted  by  th 


> shew  cause, 


why  such  attachment  should 
against  him,  he,  this  examinant,  did  attend 
with  his  counsel  eight  days,  or  thereabouts,  in 
order  to  shew  cause  against  such  attachmeut, 
and  to  represent  to  the  suid  court  (as  he  had 
before  done  to  the  said  Lord  Chief  Jusi ice)  the 
reasons,  why  this  examinant  had  committee 
the  said  Ileybord  and  Allen  to  the  said  county 
gaol,  which  reasons  are  contained  ill  an  affida- 
vit, made  by  this  examinant  in  the  said  court. 
Ana  this  examinant  saith,  that,  before  this 
Cxaminnnt'9  counsel  could  be  heard,  the  said 
■court  declared,  rlmt  this  examinant,  in  com- 
mitting the  said  Heyhord  and  .Allen  (being 
prisoners  in  i lie  custody  of  the  said  Marshal)  to 
the  said  county  gaol,  upon  any  pretence  'What- 
soever, and  notwithstanding  ilrnt  such  county 
gaol  was  within  the  rules  of  the  prison' of  the 
KingVhench,  was  guilty  of  a rescue,  or  in  that 
effect;  and  the  counsel  for  the  said  Mullens 
th.  ii  moving,  that  he,  the  said  Mullens,  migh' 
be  at  liberty  to  sue  ibis  examiuant  for  tin 
rescues,  or  escapes,  of  the  said  lliyhnrd  and 
Allen,  this  examinant  was  asked  by  i lie  said 
court,  whether  he,  this  examinant,  was  willing 
’ * the  said  Mullens  If 


which  Advice  of 1 toif  j -SviiatiiSKf'WlisI  1 'cAft'Odt  ttike  upon  him 


counsel,  and  to  avoid  further  prosecutions) 
answered,  that  he  was  willing  to  pay  the  same. 
And  this  examinant  saith,  that  thereupon  a 
hill  of  costs  was  delivered,  by  the  attorney  for 
the  said  Mullens,  to  this  examinant,  amount, 
hip  to  31/.  and  upwards;  in  which  was  in- 
cluded one  article  of  8/.  and  upwards,  for  ex- 
pences,  which  the  said  Mullens  alleged  he 
had  been  at,  in  removing  into  the  crown 
office  several  indictments,  which  had  been  pre- 
ferred against  the  said  Allen  and  Heyhord, 
for  misdemeanors,  they  Imd  been  guilty  -of, 
no  ways  relating  to  those,  for  which  they  had 
been  committed  by  this  examinant,  as  afore- 
said : and  the  said  bill  of  costs  being  referred 
to  Mr.  Clark,  master  of  the  King's  bench 
office,  for  a taxation  ; and  a dispute  arising, 
touching  the  said  article  of  Si.  and  upwards, 
so  charged,  for  removing  the  said  indictments, 
as  aforesaid;  this  examinant  did  attend  the 
snid  Lord  Chief  Justice,  for  bis  opinion,  whe- 
ther this  examinant  ought  to  pay  the  same ; 
and  his  lordship  then  declared  to  this  exntni-  '< 
nant,  he  apprehended,  the  said  court  did  not 
mean,  nr  intend,  that  this  examinant  should 
pay  lho»e  costs;  or  to  that  effect:  which 
declaration  of  his  lordship’s  this  examinant 
did  communicate  to  Mr.  Marriot,  his,  this 
examinant's  attorney ; who  thereupon  .in- 
sisted before  the  said  Mr.  Clark,  that  the 
said  article  should  be  disallowed ; but  the 
said  Mr.  Clark,  not  being  satisfied  there- 
with, did  attend  the  said  Lord  Chief  Justice 
alone,  for  his  directions  therein ; and  the 
said  Mr.  Clark,  at  his  return  from  the  said  j 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  did  declare,  that  his  h rd- 
ship  directed,  that  this  examinant  should  pay  - 
all  costs,  as  well  the  said  8/.  and  upwards,  as 
other  the  costs,  contained  in  the  said  Bill : and 
this  examiuant  hath  been  obliged  to  pay  the 
same  accordingly.  Samuel  Woodham.  j 


Examination  of  Sir  John  Gonson  in  the  most 
solemn  manner. — At  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the 
Gaols  of  this  Kingdom. 

Sir  John  Gonson,  knight,  being  examined 
the  9th  day  ol  April,  1730,  in  the  most  so-  J 
leinu  manner,  saith,  that  about  16  or  18 

Samuel  Woodham,  esq.,  one  of  , 
his  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  | 
nf  Surry,  desired  tins  examinant  to  accompany  h'| 
liim  to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  . 
Bench,  to  inform  him,  that  he,  the  said  Mr.  a 
Woodham,  had  been  threatened  with  trouble,  j 
•cuted  his  office,  in  committing  W 


t nf  ii 


of  the  King's  Bench  (on  accmu 

iirs  by  them  committed)  lo  ti 
of  Surry,  which  county  Gaol  ti 

believes  to  he  within  the  titles  of  the 

King's  Bench  Prison:  That  they  found  thesaid 
Cijef  Ju-ticeat  his  chair,  hers  m Seijtanis  l»n;  ■ 
iat  the>e  passed  a long  cor.vi rsation  be*  •> 
the  said  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Wand— 
hum.  and  this  examinant,  all  the  particular! 
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Co  remember  ; but,  upon  the  whole,  the  said  ; the  said  Lord  Chief  Justice,  in  order  to  receive 
Lord  Chief  Justice  received  them  with  great  , 4/.  14».  5d.  for  the  said  repairs,  out  of  the 
civility,  and  did  not  then  seem  to  blame  the  couuly  monies,  designed  for  the  subsistence  of 
said  Mr.  Woodbam  ; but  this  examinant  very  j the  prisoneis  on  the  common  side  of  the  King's 
well  remembers,  that  the  said  Lord  Chief  Jus-  , Bench  ; which  the  said  Mason  refused  to  com- 
lice  then  said,  that  he  would  support  the  said  ply  with,  as  not  having  any  monies  in  his  hands. 
Mr.  Woodbam,  and  the  gentlemen  in  the  cam-  And  this  examinant  further  saith,  that  he  never 
mission  of  the  peace,  ns  Inr  as  he  could  by  law;  knew  nuy  money  raised  upon  the  prisoners, 
or  used  wurds  to  that  effect.  J.  Got.  son.  nor  taken  out  of  the  charities,  for  repairs : 


Examination  of  Mr.  Joseph  Mason.  j 
[K.]  Mr.  Joseph  Mason,  clerk  to  the  Lord  t 
[ Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  i 
being  examined  the  16th  day  of  March,  1789,  I 
sail  It,  that  lie,  this  examinant,  hath  always  re-  . 
ccived  tiie  exhibition  money,  belonging  to  the  ! 
King's  Bench,  and  also  the  said  Lord  Chief  i 
Justice’s  shore  of  the  high  bar  money,  which  t 
high  har  money  has  been  given  away  by  the  s 
Said  Lord  Chief  Justice  to  charitable  uses. 
Aud  this  examinant  further  saith,  he  believes, 
that  the  high  bar  money  doth  belong  to  the 
1 said  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  that  he  hath  a I 
right  to  dispose  of  the  same,  as  he  thinks  fit.  I 
I Examination  of  Thomas  Backhouse,  Steward 

to  the  Common  Side,  &c — At  the  Com-  ! 
mittee,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  '■ 
State  of  the  Gaols  in  this  Kingdom,  i 

[L-]  Thomas  Backhouse,  being  examined 
the  7th  day  of  April,  1730,  in  the  most  so- 
lemn manner,  saith,  that  last  Michaelmas  term 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  court  of  King’s 
, Bench  gave  furniture  for  the  sick  wards  of  the  ( 
King's  Bench  Prison ; upon  which  the  Marshal  of  , 
' the  said  prison  told  this  examinant,  that  the  wards  j 

were  not  in  a fit  condition  to  receive  the  tar-  , 
future,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  repaired ; 
which  this  examinant  understood  to  he  at  the  j 
expence  of  the  prisoners : And  accordingly  . 
tins  examinant  ordered  the  said  sick  wards,  or 
looms,  to  be  tepaired  ; and  called  the  prisoners 
together,  and  told  them,  that  the  Marshal  said,  . 
. it  was  fitting,  the  sick  rooms  should  he  repair-  ' 
etl,  befoie  the  Lord  Chief  Justice’s  furn  lure  ' 
i should  he  put  up;  and  asked  them,  whether 
they  were  consenting,  it  should  be  dime  and 
William  Watson,  and  Thomas  Maund,  and  ' 
others,  said,  they  were  consenting  ; and  this  ] 
examinant  doth  not  remember,  that  any  pers-m 
refused  to  be  consenting:  And  that  this  ex- 
aminant ordered  workmen  to  repair  the  said 
rooms;  and,  when  the  workmen  demanded 
money  of  him,  he  went  to  the  Marshal,  and  de- 
sired him  to  send  this  examinant  some  monies  : 
To  which  the  Marshal  told  him,  he  might  get 
the  common  seal:  And  this  examinant  ac- 
cordingly applied  to  the  prisoners,  to  sign  a 
common  seal ; and  some  of  them  refused  to 

Xthe  same,  particularly  William  Lucas  (who 
wards,  upon  persuasion, did  sign) and  Wil- 
liam Moore,  who  then  refused,  and  .hath  not 
yet  consented,  to  sign  the  said  common  seal : 
Notwithstanding  which,  this  examinant  did  ob- 
tain a common  seal,  which  the  said  Marshal 
s^'ted  ; and  this  examinant  did  present  the 
•aid  sod  to  J&djsfc1  clerlfto' ' 


I the  said  Lord  Chief  Justice,  in  order  to  receive 
, 4/.  14s.  id.  for  the  said  repairs,  out  of  the 
county  monies,  designed  for  ibe  subsistence  of 
■ the  prisoners  on  the  common  side  of  the  King's 
, Bench  ; which  the  said  Mason  refused  to  com- 
ply with,  as  not  having  any  monies  in  his  hands. 
And  this  examinant  further  saith,  that  he  never 
knew  nuy  money  raised  upon  the  prisoners, 
nor  taken  out  of  the  charities,  for  repairs : 
But,  on  recollection,  saith,  that  be  paid  for  the 
mending  of  the  windows  out  of  the  said 
county  monies,  designed  for  the  subsistence  of 
the  said  poor  prisoners ; and  that  he  did  this 
but  once,  about  one  year  since,  or  upwards. 
And  this  examinant  further  saith,  that  he  is 
steward  of  the  common  side  of  the  said  prison, 
and  was  chose  such  by  the  prisoners  about 
two  years  since,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
said  Marshal.  T.  Backhouse* 


The  Resolutions  of  the  above  Committee, 
being  seveially  read,  were  agreed  to  by  the  . 

Protest  against  passing  the  Mutiny  Bill.'] 
March  23.  A Bill  for  punishing  Mutiny  and  De- 
sertion, and  for  the  belter  payment  of  the  array 
and  their  quarters,  being  read  the  third  lime 
in  the  Lords,  the  question  wus  put,  whether 
this  bill  shall  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

“ Dissentient' 

“ Because,  we  think,  that  so  large  a number 
as  is  proposed  to  be  kept  up  in  this  kingdom 
for  this  year,  by  this  bill,  is  not  necessary  for 
our  safety,  as  far  as  we  can  judue  from  the  pre- 
sent conjuncture  of  affairs  : and  that  a stand- 
ing arn.y  in  time  of  peace  must  he  always  bur- 
then-mine  to  the  people  and  dangerous  to  their 
liberties,  for  reasons  often  given  by  several 
Lords,  and  remaining  upon  the  Journals  of  this 
House,  to  which  we  choose  to  refer,  rather 
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Tliat  the  keeping  up  the  12,000  Hessians  for 
this  year,  was  to  fulfil  the  engagements  to 
our  allies,  whom  we- cannot  in  honour,  expose 
to  the  fury  of  the  emperor,  and  discharge,  in 
the  present  conjuncture,  a body  of  troops  which 
is  most . capable  of  harrussing  him:  that  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Holland  are,  in  case  of  an 
attack  on  their  dominions,  to  assist  each  other, 
and  furnish  their  respective  quotas;  and,  in 
consequence  of  these  engagements,  the  French 
have  augmented  their  troops  above  30,000 
men,  and  the  Dutch  24,001),  and:  have  likewise 
foreign  troops  in  their  pay  ; and  that  the  ex- 
pence  of  12,000  English  would  be  much-greater 
thah  thatof  12,000  Hessians,  aud  that  this  ex- 
pence for  one  year  may  prevent  a war. 

Protest  on  the  said  Motion's  passing  in  the 
Neg/itive.]  Then  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  negative,  Contents  21,  Not- 
eon tents  80. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  we  think  die  maintaining  fo- 
reign troops  in  our  pay,  where  we  have  no 
territory,  and  not  only  when  we  have  no  war, 
but  immediately  after  a peace  concluded  with 
one  of  the  most  considerable  power™  in  Europe, 
whilst  we  are  in  alliance  with  Holland, 
and  are  in  strict  friendship  with  France,  the 
most  considerable  power  of  all,  is  a policy,  that 
before  this-instance  of  it  cannot  be  paralleled, 
as  far  as  we  Can  recollect,  in  all  our  annals, 
and  must  be  owing  to  the  advice  of  ministers 
less  cautious  and  less  concerned  for  the  true 
interest  of  this  kingdom  than  their  duty  obliged 
them  to  be:  and  we  cannot,  out  of  the  regard 
we  owe  to  our  posterity,  consent  to  it. 

2.  “ Because  the  importance  of  the  service, 
in  which  they  are  designed  to  be  employed, 
does  no  way  appear  to  us,  and  we  fear  it  may 
create  an  appreheusion  that  they  may  be  in- 
tended for  purposes  that  do  not  concern  Great 
Britain:  which  is  a jealousy  (however  ill- 
founded)  that  we  are  persuaded  from  his  Ma- 
jesty’s goodness  he  will  always  be  inclined  to 
prevent  for  his  people’s  sake ; and  his  coun- 
sellers, we  think,  ought,  if  possible,  to  prevent, 
for  their  own. 

3.  “ Because,  we  think,  it  would  he  an  un- 
reasonable burthen  upon  the  people  at  any 
time,  but  we  look  upon  it  to  be  particularly  so 
at  this,,  whilst  we  are  still  heavily  loaded  with 
an  immense  national  debt,  severe  annual  taxes, 
oppressive  and  perpetual  excises,  and  have  had 
of  late  the  additional  misfortune  of  an  unusual 
and  excessive  dearness  of  almost  all  necessaries 
for  living;  whilst  our  commerce,  we  cannot  hut 
fear,  has  been  declining  for  some  years,  and 
many  valuable  branches  of  it  running  into 
other  channels,  from  whence  we  have  but  little 
'expectation  of  ever  deriving  them  again  into 
our  own  : when  the  dubious  and  unhappy  si- 
tuation of  affairs,  under  which  we  have  labour- 
ed of  late,  lias  reduced  many  substantial  mer- 
chants to  poverty,  aud  has  been  productive  of 
other-ill  consequences  that,  we  apprehend,  will 
be  sensib^r  fi|lt  for  spate  time  by  w hole,  pa- : 


King’s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Session . jg 

tion  ; when  the  sum  which  is  to  bo  allowed  for 
the  maintenance  of  these  troops  is  at  least  six. 
pence  in  the  pound  on  every  landed  man’s 
estate  in  England;  and  when  we  avowedly  | 
pay,  at  the  same  time,  greater  subsidies  to 
other  foreign  princes  than  our  present  circum-  * 
stances,  in  our  opinion,  can  well  bear,  or  than 
any  wise  reasons  of  state  seem  to  require. 

4.  “ Because  it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that 
his  Majesty  either  in  any  speech  or  by  any  nes-  ’ 
sage,  lias  demanded  any  supply  for  what  seems  * 
to  us  so  extraordinary  a charge : and  he  seems 
not  to  think  them  necessary  for  our  safety  at 
home,  since  he  has  lately  disbanded  some  ol’our  1 
own ; and  we  cannot  find  we  arc  under  any  direct 
stipulation  to  maintain  them  for  the  safety  of  our  - 
allies  abroad,  who,  notwithstanding  the  various 
engagements.and  multiplicity  of  treaties,  with  T 
which  we  have,  within  the  compass  of  a few  g 
years,  most  incautiously  (as  we  fear)  entangled  1 
ourselves,  have  no  right  to  require  succours  I 
from  us,  till  by  some  molestation  or  hostile  at-  I 
tack  the  public  tranquillity  is  disturbed ; which  3 
misfortune  may  still  (us  we  hope)  he  prevented, 
if  such  measures  are  taken  as  it  becomes  able  4 
and  upright  statesmen  always  to  pursue;  if  the  I 
reputation  of  otlr  wisdom  and  power  is  alone  ' 
sufficient  (as  it  ought  to  be)  to  procure  us  equal  - 
and  useful  alliances  (and  it  always  will  be,  « 
when  tire  affairs  of  the  kingdom  are  adotinis-  ] 
tered  as  they  ought,  to  be)  and  if  to  save  out 
friends  from  dangers  that  perhaps  are  only  ima- 
ginary, we  do  not  run  iuto  real  ones  ourselves.  I 

(Signed,)  Berkshire,  Scarsdale,  Strafford,  ^ 

Coventry,  Huntingdon,  Northampton,  I 
Montjoy,  Craven,  Plymouth,  Maynard,  1 
Boyle,  Oxford  and  Mot  timer,  Abing-  1 
don,  Aylesford,  Willoughby  de  Broke,  J 
Litchfield,  Gower.” 

The  King’s  Speech  at  the  Close  if  the  Ses - , i 
s/on.]  May  15.  The  King  came  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  the  Commons  attending  his 
Majesty  made  the  following  Speech  to  both  , 
lionses : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ The  season  or  the  year,  and  the  dispatch  I 
you  have  have  given  to  the  public  business, make  i 
it  proper  Rtf  me  to  put  an  end  to  this  Session.;  I 
and  I make  no  doubt,  but  the  conduct  and  be-  L 
haviourof  this  parliament,  as  it  bas  answered  I 
my  expectations,  .will  be  equally  satisfactory  10  I 
all  my  good  and  faithful  subjects. 

“ The  support  you  have  given  the,  in  enabling  1 
me  so  effectually  to  make  good  my  engage-  1 
tnents  with  my  Allies,  will,  I persuade  myself,  I 
have  the  desired  effect;  and  when  it  shall  he  fl 
seen,  that  the  allies  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville  E 
are  not  only  determined,  but  in  a readiness,  to  ■ 
execute  their  mutual  engagements,  it  is  very  ■ 
much  to  be  hoped,  that  a general  pacification  ■ 
will  be  the  happy  consequence  of  this  just  and  J 
powerful  alliance. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons,  U 
“ I give  you  my  thanks  in  particular  for  « 
the  Supplies  you  have  raised  for  the  ser- 
sSCg4»^,  “•  8r*al 
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(refaction  to  me,  thnt  you  have  had  such  n due ' 
regard  for  the  ease  of  your  fellow-subjects, 
whose  welfare  and  prosperity  it  shall  always  be 
my  principal  care  and  study  to  advance  and 
promote. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I am  very  glad,  that,  for  the  general  satis- 
faction you  entered  into  a particular  considera- 
tion of  the  State  of  the  Nation  ; and  it  is  a 
great  happiness  to  see,  after  so  many  unjust 
and  unreasonable  clamours  raised  with  all  pos- 
sible art,  industry  and  malice,  that  upon  ms- 
tore  deliberation  and  the  most  solemn  debates, 
you  were  so  far  from  finding  any  thing  worthy 
of  blame  or  censure,  that  all  mutters  which 
catne  under  your  consideration,  met  with  your 
approbation. 

“ This  must  give  all  mankind  n just  detes- 
tation of  those  incendiaries,  who,  from  u spirit 
of  envy  and  discontent,  continually  labour,  by 
scandalous  libels,*  to  alienate  the  affections  of 
my  people,  and  to  fill  their  minds  with  ground- 
less jealousies  and  unjust  complaints,  in  disho- 
nour of  me  nod  my  government,  and  defiance  of' 
the  sense  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

“ But  I must  rely  apon  your  prudence,  and 
your  concern  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
your  country,  to  discountenance  nil  such  sedi- 
tious practices,  and  to  make  my  people  sensi- 
ble, that  these  wicked  proceedings  can  have  no 
ether  view  or  end,  but  to  create  confusion  and 
distraction  among  us.”  f 


* “ The  ‘ scandalous  libels’  mentioned  in  the 
King's  Speech  were  supposed  chiefly  to  ailude  to 
the  periodical  papers  entitled  “ The  Craftsman,” 
supported  by  the  ablest  political  writers  of  the 
age,  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  Mr.  Pulteney  being 
themselves  of  the  number,  and  in  which  the 
measures  of  the  'administration  were  attacked 
with  erjual  animosity,  wit,  and  argument.  So 
transient,  however,  is  the  fame  attached  to  con- 
troversial politics,  that  this  publication,  so  ad- 
mired and  celebrated  in  its  day,  is  already 
consigned  to  obscurity  and  almost  to  oblivion.” 
Belsham. 

t “ The  power  of  the  minister  and  -his  fami- 
ly, wasso  far  from  being  diminished,  by  the  out- ' 
cry  raised  against  his  administration,  that  his 
friendsevery  day  succeeded  to  the  great  honours 
and  places  that  were  vacant  in  England.  His 
brother  Horatio  Walpole,  was  made  cofferer 
•f  the  household,  in  the  room  of  the  late  earl  , 
of  Clinton  ; Mr.  Pelham  was  appointed  pay- 
master of  the  forces,  in  the  room  of  Spencer  ’ 
Compron,  now  lord  Wilmington,  who  was  made 
keeper  of  the  Privy-Seal,  in  the  room  of  lord 
Trevor  preferred  to  be  lord  president  of  tlie 
council.  Lord  Herrey  was  appointed  vice 
chamberlain  of  the  household,  and  sworn  into 
the  Privy  Council.  Sir  Conyers  D’arcy  was 
made  comptroller  of  the  Household,  in  the 
room  of  the  earl  of  Winchelsea,  who  resigned. 
Tlie  duke  of  Dorset  succeeded  lord  Carteret, 
“ lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland.  The  famous  lord 
Torrington  wa»iaMh<rki«*d!i*iii>tbe^'adiimrKlty' 


Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majesty’s 
command,  prorogued  the  Parliament  to  die  14th 
of  July.  It  was  afterwards  farther  prorogued  t» 
the  Slat  of  January  1731. 


FOURTH  SESSION 

OF  THE 

SEVENTH  PARLIAMENT 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King's  Speech  on  Opening  the  Sesiion.] 
January  21,  1731.  The  King  came  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  attending, 
his  Majesty  made  the  following  Speech: 


and  the  earl  of  Westmorland  was  first  commis- 
sioner of  traiie  and  plantations,  and  the  earl 
of  Chesterfield  was  made  Lord  Steward  of  hit 
Majesty's  Household.  All  the  offices  of  less 
importauce,  either  in  the  court  or  the  govern- 
ment, or  army,  went  in  the  same  channel.  Such 
a flow  of  favours  heaped  on  one  man,  could  not 
but  disgust  some  old  servants  of  the  crown,  who 
thought  their  merits  were  overlooked,  or  at 
least,  eclipsed  amongst  these  was  Charles,  lord 
Townshcud,  a nobleman  of  great  zeal  and  acti- 
vity forilic  Protestant  succession.  He  wus  a fa- 
vourite with  the  late  King,  mid  esteemed  one  of 
the  of  the  whig-parly.  His  acknowledged  merit 
rendered  his  resigning  the  seals,  which  he  did  in 
the  month  of  May  this  year,  very  disagreeable 
to  many  of  his  Majesty's  friends;  and  tbuogh 
no  open  breach  had  been  declared  between 
him  and  the  minister,  yet  it  was  thought  by 
tlie  public,  he  was  laid  under  a kind  of  necessity 
to  take  that  step.  With  the  seals  he  elso  re- 
signed the  lord-lieutenancy  of  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  which  was  given  to  his  son,  as  was 
also  the  place  of  master  of  the  jewel  office. 
His  lordship,  during  the  late  and  the  present 
reign,  was  considered  as  the  chief  conductor  of 
foreign  utfairs,  and  the  minister's  enemies  con- 
sidered his  resignation  as  being  a prelude  to  a 
total  alteration  in  the  ministry.  But  they  were 
deceived,  for  lie  was  succeeded  in  the  seals,  by 
William  Stanhope,  lord  Harrington,  whose  ex- 
perience in  foreign  affairs,  rendered  the  resigna- 
tion of  lord  Townshend  the  less  alarming  ci- 
ther to  the  public  or  the  minister.”  Tiudni 

“ The  same  day  on  which  the  House  was  pro- 
rogued, Townshend  resigned.  Lord  Harrington 
was  appointed  Secretary  of  State,  Henry  Pel- 
ham bicrtiary  at  War,  and  the  Privy  Seal  was 
giveu  tu  the  earl  of  Wilmington,  on  whose  as- 
sistance opposition  had  relied  with  die  most 
perfect  security.  In  a few  months  after,  he 
was  created  lortl  president  of  the  council,  which 
high  office  lie  held  dll  die  removal  of  sir  Robert 
Walpole.  The  charge  of  foreign  affairs  now 
ostensibly  devolved  on  the  duke  of  Nencosde 
and  lord  Harrington,  whose  characters  form  a 
remark  able  contrast,  though  they  acted  together 
itwnh.Hhetfei«!«sWncl'Sinteiiils)ig:tl'GiisbV  WBlpolv. 
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“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

«'  You  cannot  but  bo  sensible,  that  t lie  mea- 
sures formerly  taken,  and  the  conclusion  of 
tbeTreaty  of  Seville,  have  prevented  and  dis- 
appointed the  dangerous  consequences  that 
were  so  justly  opprehended  from  the  Treaty  of 
Vienna ; and  we  do  not  only  see  that  union 
dissolved,  which  had  alarmed  all  Europe,  but 
the  allies  of  the  Treaty  of  Hanover  strengthened 
by  the  additional  power  of  the  crown  ofSpain. 

“ This  situation  of  affairs  gave  us  a reason- 
able prospect  of  a general  pacification,  and 


just  hopes  of  seeing  the  conditions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Seville  complied  with,  without  the 


necessity  of  coming  to  extremities; 
endeavours  have  been  wanting,  conformable 
to  my  engagements  with  my  allies,  to  obtain 
that  happy  end.  But  this  desirable  event  hav- 
ing been  hitherto  delayed,  the  Treaty  of  Seville 
lays  an  indispensible  obligation  upon  all  the 
contracting  parties  to  prepare  for  the  execution 
of  it ; and  we  must  be  in  readiness  to  perform 
our  part,  and,  by  continning  to  pursue  the  pro- 
per measures,  convince  our  allies,  that  we  will 
faithfully  fulfil  our  engagements,  and,  as  far  as 
shall  depend  upon  us,  procure  the  satisfaction 
due  to  them,  either  by  such  means  as  shall  be 
most  eligible,  or  by  such  as  shall  be  found 
absolutely  necessary. 

“ The  present  critical  conjuncture  seems  in 
a very  particular  manner  to  deserve  your  atten- 
tion and  you  need  not  be  told,  with  what  im- 
patience the  resolutions  of  this  parliament  are 
every  where  waited  for  and  expected. 

“ I am  incapable  of  attempting  to  influence 
your  proceedings  by  groundless  fears  and  ap- 
prehensions, and  as  incapable  of  amusing  you 
with  vain  hopes  and  expectations;  but  as  the 
transactions,  now  depending  in  the  several 
courts  of  Europe,  are  upon  the  point  of  being 
determined,  the  great  event  of  peace  or  war 
may  be  very  much  affected  by  your  first  reso- 
lutions. The  continuance  of  that  zeal  and 
vigour,  which  you  have  hitherto  shewn,  in  sup- 
port of  me  and  my  engagements,  must,  at  this 
time,  be  of  the  greatest  weight  and  importance, 
both  with  regard  to  my  allies,  who  cannot 
think  their  interest  and  the  common  cause  neg- 
lected, before  the  conditions  of  their  treaties 
are  accomplished ; and  with  regard  to  those, 
who  may  be  disposed,  before  the  season  of  ac- 
tion is  come,  to  prevent,  by  an  accommodation, 
the  fatal  consequences  of  a general  rupture, 
which  they  will  have  little  reason  to  apprehend, 
if  they  find  the  allies  of  Seville  not  prepared 
to  do  themselves  justice. 

“ The  plan  of  operations  for  the  execution 
of  the  Treaty  of  Seville  by  force,  in  case  we 
shall  be  driven  to  that  necessity,  is  now  under 
consideration;  and  until  the  proportions  of 
the  confederate  forces,  ami  the  proper  dispo- 
sitions for  employing  them,  shall  be  finally  ad- 
justed and  agreed  upon,  it  will  not  be  easy  to 
determine  how  far  the  expences,  necessary  lor 
the  service  of  the  eusumg  year,  may,  or  may 
not,  exceed  the  provisions  made  lor  the  service 
of  the  l«ary*idrimagc-  digitised  by  The  University  of; 


“ In  the  mean  time,  I am  persuaded,  yBn 
will  go  on  to  give  ail  possible  dispatch  ty  t|,c 
public  business;  and  if  it 'hull  be  ixcessarr 
I shall  not  fail  toaslt  the  Inrther  advice  and  as- 
sistance of  my  parliament,  according  to  i|,e 
circumstances  of  public  affairs,  and  as  soou  as 
any  proper  occasion  shall  require  it. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons- 
“ I will  order  the  proper  Estimates  to  be 
prepared  and  laid  before  you ; and  I cau  make 
no  doubt,  but  (hat  dutiful  regard  which  you 
have  always  shewn  to  me  and  my  honour,  and 
your  just  concern  for  the  true  interest  of  your 
country,  will  induce  you  to  gram  meihe  neces- 
sary Supplies,  and  ennhle  me  to  make  good 
my  engagements  with  my  allies,  with  that 
chearfulness  and  affection,  which  becomes  a 
British  House  of  Commons,  tender  and  jea- 
lous  of  the  honour  of  the  crown,  careful  and 
solicitous  for  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  the 
kingdom. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

‘ The  time  draws  near,  which  will  adroit  of 
farther  delays.  If  the  tranquillity  of  Europe 
i be  settled  without  the  effusion  of  blood,  or 
the  expence  of  public  treasure,  that  situation 
will  certainly  he  most  happy  and  desirable : 
But  if  that  blessing  cannot  be  obtained,  ho- 
nour, justice,  and  the  sacred  faith  due  to  solemn  j 
treaties,  will  call  upon  us  to  exert  ourselves,  in , J 
procuring  by  force  what  cannot  be  had  upon 
just  and  reasonable  terms.” 


Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Address  of  J 
Thanks  ] The  King  being  withdrawn. 

The  Dukeol  Devonshire  moved  for  an  Ad-  J 
dress  of  Thanks,  and  to  assure  his  Majesty, 
that  they  would  enable  him  to  make  good  hii  J 
igagementS : hereupon 


The  Lord  Carteret  moved  for  a Clause  to  be 
added  lo  the  Address,  viz.  Humbly  to  beseech 
his  Majesty,  not  to  enter  into  any  measures  for 
carrying  on  a war  against  the  emperor  on  the  , 
Rhine,  or  in  Flanders.  His  lordship  was  se-  j 
conded  bv  the  earls  of  WmcheUea  and  Straf-  j 
ford. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  thd  dukes  of  New- 
castle and  Argyle,  That  though  they  knew  no 
intention  of  a war  on  the  Rnineorthe  Nether-  j 
lands,  yt  l the  telling  the  emperor  where  he 
must  lie  attacked,  und  where  not,  was,  in  mi- 
litary affairs,  the  greaiest  absurdity,  and  wuultt  j 
rather  hinder  than  forward  an  acumniodationi  r 
und  that  when  the  emperor  came  to  hear  of 
the  zealous  icsoluiioos  of  the  parliament,  for-i 
enabling  bis  Majesty  to  make  good  his  engage-  | 
meots  with  his  Allies  for  putting  in  executioa.i 
the  Tieaty  01  Seville,  bis  Imperial  MajwqJ 
would  be  thereby  induced  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  thereof.  Then  the  question  being  , 
put  upon  tlie  lord  Carteret's  motion,  it  passed  ,1 
in  the  negative  by  84  against  23. 


The  Duds'  Address  of  Thanks.]  After  this,  j 
tbe  Address,  as  first  m ve d by  the  duke  o 
Devonshire,  was  agreed  to  : and  ilie  next  day 
•'pre&eil  HRi  tb<  teMujritj'iisfJltes ; 
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“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
•ubjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal' in 
parliament  assembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to  re- 
turn your  Majesty,  the  Thanks  of  this  House 
for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

“ Tlid  many  fatal  consequences  attending 
the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  which  affected  all  Eu- 
rope, but  more  particularly  this  nation,  could 
only  have  been  obviated  by  dissolving  that  dan- 
gerous union  : this  the  measures  formerly  taken, 
and  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville, 
have  not  only  accomplished,  but  have  even  join- 
ed one  of  the  great  contracting  powers  of  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna,  to  the  Allies  ol  the  Treaty  of 
Hanover. 

*•  Your  Majesty  having  thus  laid  a sure 
foundation  of  the  public  tranquillity,  if  thejust 
conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville  were  com- 
plied with,  and  having  in  pursuance  of  your 
engagements  with  the  Allies,  used  all  endea- 
vours to  obtain  that  happy  end  ; it  is  highly 
our  duty  to  persevete  in  that  zeal  for  your  Ma- 
jesty's honour,  and  the  public  faith  of  the  na- 
tion, that  all  the  parties  of  that  Treaty,  who 
are  under  mutual  and  indispensible  obliga- 
tions for  the  execution  of  it,  may  find  nothing 
wanting  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

“ We  therefore  humbly  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Majesty,  that  the  same  zeal  and  vigour, 
which  has  hitherto  appeared  in  this  House,  for 
the  support  of  your  Majesty  and  your  engage- 
ments, shall  continue  to  be  so  manifest,  in  all 
oar  proceedings,  to  the  contending  powers 
abroad,  that  there  shall  as  little  doubt  remain, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  of  your  Majesty's 
being  fully  enabled  in  all  events  to  procure 
satisfaction  to  your  Allies,  if  force  should  be 
necessary,  as  there  is  of  your  Majesty's  known 
inclination,  from  a tenderness  to  your  people, 
and  concern  for  the  pence  of  Europe,  to  pre- 
vent by  nay  just  accommodation  (he  bad  conse- 
quences of  u general  rupture. 

“ Wcshall,  in  the  mean  time, give  all  possible 
dispatch  to  the  public  business,  and  wheuever 
your  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  ask 
our  further  advice  anti  assistance,  this  House 
will  come  to  such  resolutions  as  become  dutiful 
and  faithful  subjects,  tender  of  the  effusion  of 
blood,  and  the  expence  of  public  treasure,  but 
unalterably  steady  in  maintaining  the  honour 
of  the  nntion,  nnd  the  sacred  faith  due  to  pub- 
lic treaties ; ever  mindful  that  wo  owe  the  en- 
joyment of  our  happy  Constitution  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  crown  in  your  present  Majesty's 
royal  family,  and  contributing  all  that  is  jo  our 
power,  that  vour  Majesty  may  long  wear  it 
with  case  and  honour,  undisturbed  by  enemies, 
at  home  or  abroad.” 

The  King’s  dnstrer.]  To  which  his  Majesty 
returned  the  following  Answer : 

“ My  Lords, 

“ I thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal ’Ad- 
dress. The  enabling  me  to  fulfil  my  engage- 
ments with  my  Allies  in  all  events,  will  not 

Voi.  VHI. 


-Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address.  [SM 

people  the  advantages  stipulated  for  them  hy 
treaties,  but  may  greatly  contribute  to  the  ob- 
taining of  a general  Pacification.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address  of 
Thanks. ] The  Commons  being  returned  to 
their  House,  Mr.Speaker  reported  his  Majesty’s 
Speech,  and  thereupon  n Motion  was  made  for 
an  Address  of  Thnuks;  “ and  to  acknowledge 
his  Majesty’s  goodness  in  endeavouring  to  have 
the  Conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville  fulfilled 
and  executed,  in  such  manner  as  might  best 
secure  a general  Pacification,  antt  be  conform- 
able ip  bis  engagements  with  his  Allies ; to  de- 
clare their  entire  confidence  in  his  Majesty'# 
care  and  concern  for  the  honour  and  in- 
terests of  his  people ; and  llieir  perfect  re- 
liance upon  his  wisdom  and  justice,  iu  do- 
ing every  thing  that  shall  depend  upon  him, 
to  procure  the  satisfaction  to  his  Allies,  by 
such  means  as  shall  be  most  desirable,  or 
absolutely  necessary ; to  express  their  firm  reso- 
lution to  continue  their  utmost  zeal  and  vigour, 
in  support  of  his  Majesty  nnd  his  engagements ; 
and  tu  assure  his  Majesty,  that  they  would 
give  all  possible  dispatch  to  the  public  busi- 
ness, as  it  should  from  lime  to  time  be  brought 
before  them  ; and  that  from  a dutiful  regard  to 
bis  Majesty’s  honour  and  dignity,  and  a just 
concern  for  the  true  interest  of  their  country, 
which  they  should  always  look  upon  as  inriis- 
pcnsiblc  and  inseparable  obligation!,  they 
would  grant  to  his  Majesty  such  Supplies  as 
should  be  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  en- 
suing year  ; and  effectually  enable  his  Majesty 
to  make  good  his  engagements  with  his  Allies : 
mid  in  return  to  his  Majesty's  goodness,  in 
avoiding  to  bring  any  unnecessary  burthens 
upon  his  people,  10  assure  his  Majes  y,  that  in 
case  the  circumstances  of  affairs  should  oblige 
his  Majesty  to  ask  the  farther  advice  and  as- 
sistance of  that  House,  they  would  upon  every 
occasion  discharge  their  duty  to  bis  Majesty 
and  those  they  represent,  with  that  cheerful- 
ness and  affection  which  became  a British 
House  of  Commons,  tender  and  jealous  of  the 
honour  of  the  crown,  and  careful  anti  solicitous 
for  the  glory  of  the  kingdom.” 

This  motion  wa9  opposed  by  Mr.  Daniel 
ruiteney,  Mr.  William  Pulteney,  and  sir  Wil- 
l liatn  Wyudham,  who  were  for  leaving  ont  most 
part  of  the  motion  in  order  to  make  the  Ad- 
j dress  general  ; and  for  desiring  bis  Majesty  to 
! take  care,  that  no  war  should  be  carried  on  in 
Fianders  or  upon  the  Rhine.  The  Argument* 
they  offered  in  • support  of  this  Amendment 
were,  That  according  to  the  ancient  Parlia- 
mentary method,  all  Addresses  were  general: 
that  our  ancestors  never  were  so  complaisant  a* 
to  declare  their  sense  of  things,  until  the  parti- 
culars came  regularly  before  them  : that  the 
making  of  an  Address  in  terms  so  particular  a* 
those  now  proposed,  looked  like  an  immediate 
determination  of  all  the  points  likely  to  come 
before  them,  which  was  in  effect  bringing  the 
business  of  the  whole  session  into  the  resolves 
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ont  cither  proofs  or  reasons  for  such  determi- 
nations : That  the  promising  now  to  support 
his  Majesty  in  all  his  engagements,  without 
knowing  what  those  engagements  were,  seem- 
ed to  he  determining,  that  they  would  support 
him  before  any  reason  could  he  offered  for  such 
a determination  ; for  no  other  reason  could  be 
offered,  than  that  they  were  all  just  and  rea- 
sonable, which  no  man  could  say  before  he 
knew  what  they  were  : That  every  gentleman 
in  that  House,  must  remember  very  well  the 
great  expence  of  blood  and  treasure,  which  it 
had  cost  this  nation  to  reduce  the  exorbitant 
power  of  France,  which  by  the  impolitic  .mea- 
sures of  former  times  had  been  allowed  to  rise 
to  such  a height,  that  it  began  to  threaten  the 
liberties  of  all  Europe  : that  our  joining  with 
France,  and  attacking  the  emperor  in  Flanders, 
or  npon  the  Rhine,  would  naturally  throw  Flan- 
ders and  perhaps  a part  of  Germany,  into  the 
liand9  of  the  French  ; by  which  that  monarchy 
would  again  become  terrible  to  Europe : that 
French  alliances,  through  the  unfaithfulness  of 
that  people,  and  their  inveterate  malice  to  us, 
had  always  proved  destructive  to  the  interest  and 
trhde  of  this  nation  ; and  the  use  they  had  al- 
ways made  of  a correspondence  with  us,  was  to 
encourage  arbitrary  designs  in  our  princes,  and 
that  therefore  it  had  generally  proved  fatal  for 
any  King,  or  ministry  of  England,  to  enter  cor- 
dially into  any  friendship  or  correspondence 
with  them:  that  we  might  learn,  from  the  his- 
tories of  former  times,  what  fhith  could  be 
given  to  French  promises  or  French  engage- 
ments : that  even  at  present  we  may  see,  that 
they  have  taken  advantage  of  the  late  precari- 
ous situation  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  and  of 
the  confidence  we  have  reposed  in  them,  and 
from  thence  have  presumed  to  clear  and  re- 
store the  harbour  of  Dunkirk,  and  to  incroach 
upon  our  settlements  in  the  West-Indies:  that 
from  their  present  management  we  may  jndge, 
how  much  their  friendship  is  to  be  depended 
on  ; we.  may  see  that  we  must  pay  dear  for  any 
superficial  favours  they  are  pleased  to  vouch- 
safe to  us,  or  to  any  of  our  Allies  : that  prose- 
cuting a war  either  in  Flanders  or  upon  the 
Rhine,  in  conjunction  with  the  French,  could 
tend  to  nothing  but  the  min  of  that  balance  of 
power  in  Europe,  which  with  difficulty  we  had 
at  last  established,  after  a ten  years  bloody 
and  expensive  war,  crowned  with  many  glorious 
victories,  and  attended  with  a most  surprizing 
success  : that  in  the  present  conjuncture  of  the 
affairs  of  Europe,  the  balance  of  power  by  our 
being  beaten  might  suffer ; by  our  being  vic- 
torious, it  would  be  entirely  destroyed  and  lost 
perhaps  for  eve'r. 

Tn  answer  to  this,  sir  Robert  Walpole,  Mr. 
Horatio  Walpole,  lord  Tlervey,  and  sir  Wil- 
liam Yonge,  urged,  That  the  making  of  the  Ad- 
dress in  terms  so  very  general,  seemed  to  lie 
shewing  a sort  of  diffidence  in  his  Majesty's 
conduct  and  maaagement : that  his  Majesty, 
ever  since  he  came  to  tl:e  throne,  had  always 
been  so  careful  of  the  interests  of  the  nation, 
that  no  nhaxl  any  reasant 
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to  harbour  the  least  suspicion  of  his  Majesty's 
measures  : that  as  to  the  other  part  of  t|,e 
amendment  relating  to  the  war  in  Flanders  or 
upon  the  Rhine,  they  agreed,  that  it  was  not 
for  the  interest  of  Europe,  that  any  part  of 
those  countries  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
French : that  his  Majesty  would  without  doubt 
according,  to  his  wonted  prudence,  take  al[ 
proper  care  to  prevent  any  such  consequence : 
and  that  tlie  putting  such  words  into  the  Ad- 
dress would  look  like  an  encroachment  upon 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  a directing 
of  the  operations  of  the  future  war,  if  any 
should  happen,  which  they  hoped  would  not ; 
for  that  they  had  good  reason  to  believe* 
that  the  measures  already  concerted  would 
produce  n pacification  : that  the  principal 
design  of  the  great  alliance  formed  against 
the  emperor  was  to  convince  him,  that  if  be  did 
not  come  into  the  peaceable  measures  proposed 
he  would  he  so  powerfully  attacked  upon  all 
sides,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
resist ; which  design  would  be  entirely  frus- 
trated, if  they  should  declare  at  the  beginning, 
that  be  was  not  to  be  attacked  in  Flanders  or 
upon  the  Rhine,  these  being  the  only  two 
places  in  which  he  was  vulnerable  ; for  that 
in  Italy  he  could  make  himself  superior  to  the 
whole  alliance,  since  he  was  already  in  posses- 
sion of  that  country,  and  could  pour  in  what 
troops  he  pleased  by  unexpensive  land  marches, 
whereby  he  might  fill  the  whole  country  with 
bis  tlumerous  body  of  horse ; which,  being  1 
master  of  the  open  country  as  well  as  of  all 
the  fortified  places,  he  might  easily  subsist,  : 
whilst  the  troops  seut  by  the  Allies  to  attack  { 
him  in  Italy,  in  order  to  force  him  to  a com-  | 
piiance  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  | 
must  be  both'  transported,  and  supported  by 
sea;  it  being  well  known  to  all  who  understand  , 
anything  of  the  geography  of  Italy,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  force  a passage  by  laud  into  that  1 
country,  when  it  is  provided  with  a powerful 
and  well  disciplined  army  to  oppose  the  entry 
of  an  enemy  : that  therefore  it  would  be  very  - 
impolitic  to  put  any  such  words  into  their  Ad- 
dress, because  it  would  persuade  the  emperor 
that  the  allies  had  come  to  a resolution  not  to 
attack  him  in  Flanders  or  upon  the  Rhine, 
which,  by  taking  away  all  grounds  of  fear  from  j 
the  court  of  Vienna,  would  make  them  prese- 
vere,  in  refusing  to  enter  into  any  peaceable  , 
measures:  whereby  those  alliances  which  had 
been  procured  'with  so  much  expence  and 
labour,  would  be  rendered  fruitless  and  of  no  , 
effect,  and  consequently  « pacification  would  'I 
become  altogether  impracticable. 

Then  another  Amendment  was  offered  by 
Mr.  Wyndhnm,  member  for  Sudbury,  via.  I] 

• That  they  would  support  his  Majesty's  En-  ■ 

* gagements,  so  far  ns  thev  related  to  tire  inter-: 

‘ est  of  Great  Britain.’  This  Motion  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Pulteney  and  tiiose  gentlemen  | 
who  were  for  the  first  Amendment:  In  support  | 
[hereof  it  was  alledged,  4 That  this  was  agree- 

‘ able  to  the  act  of  setriement,  whoreby  it  isex- 
.bipsjiSsjjrcptpiriid^EligEtetitdiiB.fflauon  shall  not 
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* be  obliged  to  enter  into  a war  for  the  do-  aud  make  both  attentive  to  sucb  proposals  as 

* fence  of  any  dominions  not  belonging  to  the  his  Majesty  should  think,  proper  to  make  to 

‘ crown  of  Great  Britain  That  by  virtue  of  them  ; and  it  would  testify  to  the  world  their 
this  act  his  Majesty  held  the  crown  of  these  teal  for  the  support  of  the  present  happy  esta- 
realms;  and  that  therefore  every  clause  mid  blishuient : That  for  his  part,  he  looked  upon  all 
proviso  thereof  was  to  he  exactly  observed,  Addresses  in  be  in  their  own  nature  general,  and 
except  in  so  far  as  they  hud  been  or  should  that  no  words  which  could  be  put  into  an  Ad* 
be  altered  by  parliament ; and  tliat  there-  dress  could  any  ways  influence  the  future 
fore  the  Bouse  could  not  well,  by  way  of  resolutions  of  pailiaineot:  He  looked  upon 
Address,  go  any  farther  tlmn  to  soy,  that  they  them  only  us  words  of  course,  and  no  more  ob- 
would  support  his  Majesty's  engagements,  iigatury  tlmn  the  penal  words  of  a bond,  which 
in  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  interest  of  Great  every  one  knows  obliges  llie  debtor  to  the  pay- 
Britain.  ment  of  nothing  more  than  the  priucipnl  sum  . 

' To  this  it  wns  replied  by  Lord  Ilervey,  Sir  harrowed,  with  interest  and  costs  of  suit : that 
Robert  Walpole,  and  those  other. members,  the  declaring  m the  Address,  that  they  would 
who  were  for  the  moduli  as  at  first  proposed,  support  the  King’seiigageinenu,  necessarily  uu- 
‘ That  such  an  expression  in  their  address  would  plies  that  such  engagements  do  relate  ii.  the 
seem  to  insinuate  thnt  his  Majesty  had  entered  interest  of  England ; and  if  ufterwanhi  it  should 
into  engagements  that  did  not  relate  to  the  in-  appear,  that  any  one  of  them  ditl  not,  he  would 
terests  of  Great  Britain,  which  would  be  the  not  at  all  think  himself  obliged  by  the  general 
greatest  ingratitude  tliat  could  be  imagined  to-  words  of  the  Address  to  approve  of,  or  support 
wards  his  Majesty,  who  in  all  bis  measures  had  any  such  engagement : that  he  believed  he 
never  shewed  the  least  regnrd  to  any  thing  hut  should  vote  for  an  Address  in  the  terms  as  at 
the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  ease  and  first  proposed,  but  that  his  voting  in  thnt  way 
security  of  the  people  thereof,  as  nil  those  might  not  be  construed  so  as  to  anticipate  bis 
who  had  the  honour  to  serve  him  could  testify,  assent  to  any  tiling  therealter  proposed,  fie 
and  upon  their  honour  declare:  that  they  thought  it  proper  to  declare,  that  by  supporting 
hoped  every  member  o!  that  House  was  con-  his  Alujeaty  s engagements,  lie  neither  meant  to 
vinced,  that  his  Majesty  never  would  enter  into  agree  to  the  continuing  of  the  Hesswns  in  the 
any  engagement  thBt  was  not  absolutely  ne-  pay  of  Great  Britain ; nor  to  approve  of  sub- 
cessary  for  procuring  the  happiness  and  insuring  nutting  tamely  to  the  depredations  of  the 
the  safely  of  his  people,  and  therefore  it  wns  Spaniards,  nor  of  allowing  them  to  blockade 
quite  unnecessary  to  confine  the  words  of  their  Gibraltar;  nor  did  lie  upprove  of  submitting 
Address  to  such  engagements  as  related  to  the  passively  to  the  incronchments  of  tlie  Breach  in 
interest  of  Great  Britain.’  Upon  this  occa-  the  West  Indies ; or  to  the  opening  the  port 
sion,  and  harbour  of  Dunkirk ; nor  would  he  from 

Mr.  Heuthcete,  member  for  Ilindon,  said,  thence  tliink  himself  obliged  to  approve  of  any 
Thnt  jvith  respect  to  the  prerogative,  he  did  not  measure,  which  he  should  not  at  the  time  ol' 
think,  that  the  giving  of  advice  to  his  Majesty  proposing  think  expedient,  and  consisteut  with 
could  ever  be  called  nn  interfering  with  the  pre-  the  real  and  true  interest  of  Great  Britain  : 
rogative  of  the  crown,  since  it  was  the  proper  that  by  assuring  his  Majesty,  that  tho  House 
business  of  Parliament,  which  was  the  King's  would  support  liis  engagements,  he  meant  to 
great  council,  to  advise  the  crown  in  all  mat-  support  no  other  engagements,  than  such  as  the 
ters  of  importance ; and  it  was  what  many  par-  House  should  judge  to  he  for  the  advantage  of 
liaments  had  done,  and  whBt  they  were  always  the  nation  : that  for  his  part,  he  was  very  sure  that 
obliged  to  do  : thnt  the  acting  against  the  em-  Ids  Majesty  would  enter  into  none  but  such  as 
peror,  iu  Flanders  or  upon  the  Rhine,  was  ab-  were  so ; and  if  it  should  appear  that  any  other 
solutely  destructive  to  the  interest  of  England,  sort  of  engagement  had  been  enrered  into,  be 
and  inconsistent  with  that  political  maxim  of  would  take  it  to  be  an  engagement  of  the  Mi- 
maintaining  a balance  of  power  in  Europe,  as  nister’s,  and  uot  an  engagement  of  the  King's; 
had  been  acknowledged  by  all  the  gentlemen  and  consequently  that  tlie  words  of  the  Aridresa 
who  had  spoke  in  the  debate;  therefore  he  did  not  oblige  the  House,  or  any  member  of  the 
thought  he  had  good  reason  to  believe,  tliat  no  Uouse,  to  support  the  same  io  nny  manner  of 
minister  would  dare  to  advise  his  Majesty  way.  For  these  reasons,  he  was  of  opinion,  That 
concur  in  such  n measure ; lor  which  reason  the  Address  ought  to  be  in  the  terms  first  pra- 
there  was  no  peed  of  advising  his  Majesty  to  posed. 

against  a measure,  which  it  could  not  be  sop-  Sir  Joseph  Jjjjkyll  and  several  other  member* 
pined  lie  would  take  : that  in  order  to  procure  declaring  that  they  understood  Addrerees  in  the 
the  long  wisbed-for  peace,  it  was  necessary  to  same  manner,  the  question  was  put,  outfit  p ass- 
con  viice  the  world,  that  they  would  join  ed  without  a division,  to  address  his  Majesty 
heartily  with  his  Majesty  in  all  proper  measures  in  the  terms  first  proposed  without  any  amend- 
fortbat  end,  which  tliey  could  not  more  effec-  meat.  • 

tually  do,  than  by  shewing  an  unanimity  in  — — ■ - ■ — 

their  resolves  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  of  * “ There  was  a debate  upon  the  address, 
parliament : that  soch  an  unanimity  would  which  lasted  till  nine  o’clock,  but  ended  witfi- 
certainly  have  its  weight  abroad,  it  would  en-  out  any  division.  After  the  motion  for  the  ad- 
conrage  our  sdjhqfi,.  it  WfitailjJ;  pq^^;i^,,6pwndffd,  a t •* 
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The  Commons'  Address  of  Thanks.']  Here- 
upon, a Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up 
an  Address  accordingly,  and  the  same  being 
drawn  up,  and  reported  next  day  to  the  House, 
was  agreed  to,  and  presented  to  bis  Majesty 
by  the  whole  House  ns  follows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
aubjecis,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Par- 
liament assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  our  sin- 
cere thanks  for  your  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  throne. 

“ We  cannot  but  in  gratitude  acknowledge 
our  Majesty's  goodness,  in  endeavouring  to 
ave  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Seville  ful- 
filled and  executed  in  such  manner  as  might 
best  secure  a general  pacification,  and  be  con- 
formable to  your  engagements  with  your 

“ And  out  of  a just  sense  of  the  blessings  ween- 
joy  we  think  it  our  duty  to  declare  our  entire  con- 
fidence in  your  royal  care  and  concern  for  the 
honour  and  interest  of  your  people,  and  our  per- 
fect reliance  upon  your  Majesty's  wisdom  and 
justice,  in  doing  every  thing  that  shall  depend 
upon  you  to  procure  the  satisfaction  due  to 
your  allies,  by  such  means  as  shall  be  most  de- 
sirable ; or,  if  they  prove  ineffectual,  by  such 
as  shall  be  absolutely  necessary. 

“ We  are  firiply  resolved  to  continqe  our  ut- 
most zeal  and  vigour  in  support  of  your  Majesty 
and  your  engagements;  esteeming  this  the  least 
part  of  our  duty,  when  we  consider,  that  those 


members  made  some  short  speeches  to  declare 
their  several  opinions,  though  there  wns  no 

J,reat  Spirit  of  opposition,  or  appearance  of  any 
taving  been  concerted  by  rhe  enemy,  till  sir 
W.  Windham  got  up  and  made  a motion  for  an 
additional  paragraph  to  the  following  effect : 
“ assuring  ourselves  that  bis  Majesty  would  con- 
cert such  measures  with  his  allies,  as  might  pre- 
vent a war  on  the  Rhine,  or  in  the  Austrian 
Netherlands,  the  preservation  of  which,  in  the 
bands  of  the  present  possessors,  was  of  such 
consequence  to  this  nation,  and  had  formerly 
cost  us  so  much  blood  and  treasure."  A motion 
of  this  kind,  half  nonsense,  and  wholly  absurd, 
your  lordship  will  easily  imagine  did  not  meet 
with  great  success,  but  out  of  complaisance  to 
sir  W.  Windhnm  it  was  treated  more  seriously 
than  it  deserved,  lie  was  supported  in  it, 
though  faintly,  by  Shippen,  Plummer,  and  W. 
Palteney,  who  made  a very  long  incoherent 
speech,  and  with  no  great  applause  from  his 
friends.  He  hegan  with  condemning  all  the 
treaties  that  have  been  made  since  the  late 
king's  accession,  excepr  one  made  this  last  year 
by  the  board  of  Trade  with  some  Indian  kings, 
which  he  thouglit  must  be  a good  one,  and  was 
liked  by  the  Iudians,  for  that  they  had,  on  that 
occasion,  emertaiued  the  commissioners  with 
a song  nud  a dance.  He  declared,  in  as 
strong  and  positive  a manner  as  possible, 
Hint  it  was  his  opinion,  the  two  dutchies  of 


engagements  are  the  effect  of  your  vigilance  for 
the  welfare  of  your  subjects. 

“ We  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will  giv# 
all  possible  dispatch  to  the  public  business  M 
it  shall  from  time  to  lime  be  brought  before  ust 
That  as  your  people  feel  the  happiness  of  your 
reign,  so  your  Majesty  may  feel  the  ease  of  it. 
And  from  a dmilul  regartl  to  your  honour  and 
dignity,  and  a just  concern  for  the  true  interest 
of  our  country,  which  we  shall  always  look  upon 
ns  indispensitile  and  inseparable  obligations,  we 
have  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  assuring  your 
Majesty,  that  we  will,  with  all  chearfulness, 
grant  such  supplies  as  shall  be  necessary  fot 
| the  service  of  the  ensuing  year;  and  effectually 
i enable  your  Majesty  to  make  good  your  en- 
gagements with  your  allies. 

“ Your  Majesty's  goodness  to  your  people  ii 
very  apparentiu  your  avoiding  to  bringany  unne- 
cessary burthens  upon  them : and  it  is  the  least 
return  we  can  make  for  it,  to  assure  your  Ma- 
jesty, that  in  case  the  circumstances  of  public 
affairs  shall  oblige  you  to  ask  the  farther  advice 
and  assistance  uf  your  faithful  Commons,  »e 
will,  upon  every  occasion,  discharge  our  duty 
to  your  Majesty  and  those  »e  represent,  with 
that  cheerfulness  and  affection  which  become 
a British  House  of  Commons,  tender  and  jea- 
lous for  the  honor  of  the  crown,  careful  ami  so- 
licitous for  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  the  king- 
dom.” 

The  King’s  Answer.]  To  this  his  Majesty 
returned  the  following  Answer  : 


of  those  bail  treaties,  all  which  lie  w ould  have 
publicly  burnt  in  the  Palace-yard,  and  were  the 
real  source  of  all  the  present  disputes  in  Europe. 
As  to  the  speech  and  address,  lie  said,  they 
were  of  a piece  with  all  the  others  for  these 
four  or  five  years  past,  and  that  fie  could  not 
help  comparing  the  method  that  the  ministry, 
whom  he  called  a committee  of  administration, 
followed  in  the  drawing  them  up  at  the  begin- 
ning of  every  sessiuns,  to  a committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  where  the  Chairman  says, 
that  they  had  made  some  progress,  and  asks 
leave  to  sit  again. 

“ Mr.  Walpole,  after  having  very  handsomely 
confuted  all  that  Puiteney  bad  advanced  about 
(lie  foreign  negotiations,  in  answ  er  to  that  witty 
simile,  said  that  as  tbeminister  had  pot  yet  left  the 
chair,  they  need  not  ask  his  (Pulteney’s)  leave 
to  sit  again.  Toro  Wyndbam,  in  order  to  shew 
a true  spirit  of  patriotism,  proposed  lhat,  after 
the  word  ‘ engagements,’  the  words  ‘ so  far  ns 
‘ they  relate  to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain,’ 
should  be  inserted ; but  as  they  were  equally 
absurd  with  the  first  motion,  they  met  with  the 
same  fate.  This  is  the  substance  of  the  debate, 
and  as  much  ns  I can  remember  worth  troubling 
your  lordship  with.  Whether  the  enemy  had 
nothing  to  say,  or  were  not  prepared,  I know 
not,  but  a more  pitiful  figure  they  never  made, 
nor  greater  joy  and  triumph  ever  appeared 
among  our  friends.”  Thomas  PelliBin  to  the 
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“ Gentlemen," 

“ 1 return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  dntiful 
and  loynl  Address.  The  zeal  and  affection  you 
express  for  me,  and  the  assurances  you  bare 
■given  me  of  enabling  me  to  make  good  my  en- 
gagements with  my  allies,  will,  I am  persuaded, 
have  n very  good  effect  at  this  critical  and  im- 
portant conjuncture." 

A Bill  brought  in  to  prevent  Pensioners 
from  Sitting  in  the  blouse  of  Commons.]  Fe- 
bruary l.The  Commons  ordered,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Sandys,  That  leave  begivcn  to  bring  in  a 
Bill,  for  making  uiote  effectual  the  laws  in  being  l 
for  disabling  persons  from  being  chosen  Members 
of,  or  silting  or  voting  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
who  have  any  Pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  auy 
number  of  yeais,  or  any  office  held  in  trust  for 

Fell.  2.  The  said  Bill  was  accordingly 
brought  in  and  read  the  first  time. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  the  Hes-  I 
sian  Troops .]  Feb.  3.  The  House,  in  a grand 
cuinmitlee  on  the  supply,  considered  of  the 
F.stiinnte  of  the  charge  ol'  the  Hessian  Troops  : 
upon  which  there  ensued  a warm  debate.  The 
country  party  were  against  continuing  those 
troops  in  our  pny,  because  they  apprehended 
that  ihey  could  nut  be  of  any  service  to  Grcnt 
Britain,  for  as  we  were  surrounded  by  the 
sea,  our  fleet  was  our  only  real  and  proper  se- 
curity ; and  therefore  we  had  no  use  for  the 
maintaining  of  Standing  Armies  either  at  home 
or  abroad,  more  particularly  at  a time  of  per- 
fect tranquillity  : They  alledgrd,  That  if  the 
apprehension  of  a war  being  speedily  to  break 
out  should  be  made  an  argument  for  keeping 
foreign  troops  in  our  pay,  we  could  never  be 
without  them  ; for  Cm  ope  never  was,  nor  never 
could  he  in  such  circumstunces,  ns  that  it 
could  he  said,  there  was  no  reason  for  having 
any  apprehension  of  a war  : That  many  wars 
might  happen  upon  the  Continent  with  which 
we  had  nothing  to  do  ; and  if  we  should  at  any 
lime  have  the  misfortune  of  being  involved  in 
any  war,  it  was  then  time  enough  to  take  fo- 
reign troops  into  our  pay,  but  till  ihcn  there 
was  no  necessity  for  it,  for  we  should  always 
find  troops  enough  in  Rurope  to  hire,  when- 
ever we  had  occasion  for  them  : That  there- 
fore the  keeping  of  such  troops  in  pay  at  pre- 
sent, when  we  had  no  occasion  fur  them,  was 
a wasting  of  the  public  money,  which  every 
man,  who  has  any  regard  to  the  interest  and  1 
welfare  of  his  native  country,  ought  to  prevent 
as  far  as  lies  in  his  power. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  the  Courtiers, 
That  though  we  were  disjoined  by  the  sea  from  1 
the  comment  of  Europe,  yet  os  long  as  we  had 
any  trade  or  communication  with  any  of  the 
countries  upon  the  Continent,  »e  could  not  ■ 
help  being  involved  in  some  of  their  quarrels,  . 
as  well  as  hnving  quarrels  of  our  own  with  ( 
some  of  iliem:  That  by  means  of  our  influence  | 
upon  the  affairs  of  the  continent  we  had  got  a , 
great  many  advantages  in  trade,  and  in  order  I 
W maintain  tbci».ad*riq*iig.eiiiv?«.  ibarfiegot^vsnstj 
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were  obliged  from  time  to  time  to  interfere  in 
the  quarrels  among  foreign  princes  : That  some 
of  the  countries  of  Europe  had  so  little  commu- 
nication with  the  sea,  that  they  were  entirely 
out  of  the  reach  of  our  fleol,  and  therefore,  in 
case  they  laid  the  trade  of  our  subjects  in  Uieir 
dominions  under  any  hardships  or  iuconve- 
niencies,  or  offered  us  nny  other  injury  or  in- 
dignity, we  bad  no  other  way  of  righting  or  re- 
venging ourselves,  but  by  getting  some  of  tbeir 
powerful  neighbours- and  rivals  upon  die  con- 
tinent to  engage  in  our  quarrel,  which  we 
could  never  procure  without  engaging  in  some 
of  i heirs  : That  this  consideration  first  brought 
on  ihe  treaty  of  Hanover,  and  obliged  us  to 
take  theHessianTroopsiiito  our  pay  :Thntsuch 
measures  prevented  the  fatal  effects  of  the  Treaty 
ofViennu  between  the  emperor  and  Spain,  and 
nt  last  brought  nbout  the  Treaty  of  'Seville,  by 
which  Spain  was  effectually  disunited  from  the 
emperor ; but  that  in  order  to  do  this,  we  were 
obliged  to  enter  into  some  new  engagements 
with  Spain,  by  which  we  bad  bound  ourselves 
to  see  0000  Spanish  troops  introduced  into  Italy, 
to  secure  the  eventual  succession  of  the  Infante 
Don  Carlos  to  the  dutchies  of  Tuscany,  Parma, 
and  Placentia  : That  the  Emperor  not  only  re- 
fused to  consent  amicahlv  to  the  introduction  of 
those  Spanish  troops,  hut  had  filled  Italy  with  his 
troops,  in  order  to  repel  the  Spaniards  by 
force,  io  case  we  and  our  allies  offered  to  in- 
troduce them  without  his  consent : That  wre 
had  already  seen  the  good  effects  of  having 
those  Hessian  troops  in  our  pay ; and  the  con- 
tinuance of  them  might  probably  have  such  nn 
influence  upon  the  Emperor,  as  at  last  to  in- 
duce him  to  agree  to  reasonable  terms ; 
whereas,  if  we  should  now  dismiss  them,  it 
would  free  the  Emperor  from  all  fears  of  being 
nlinrked  upon  that  side .-  That  thereupon  he 
would  become  more  obstinate,  and  his  obsti- 
nacy would  certainly  involve  Europe  in  n ge- 
neral war,  which  would  cost  us  a great  many 
millions  j so  that  they  could  not  hut  look  upon 
dismissing  the  Hessian  troops,  at  this  time,  ns  a 
very  unreasonable  and  foolish  piece  of  thrift, 
because  we  thereby  ruu  the  great  risk  of  losing 
millions,  for  the  sake  of  saving  a year's  subsidy 
to  those  troops. 

Then  the  question  being  put,  it  was  resolved, 
11  That  241,259/.  Is.  3d.  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expence  of  12,000 
Uts.iniis  taken  into  his  Majesty's  pay,  fur  the 
service  of  the  year  1731.” 

A Petition  from  several  Bristol  Merchants 
trading  to  America,  complaining  of  the  Spanish 
Depredations.]  Feb.  6.  A Peiition  of  the  Mer- 
chants and  other  trndrrs  of  the  City  of  Bristol, 
trading  to  his  .Majesty's  colonies  in  America, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  complain  mg  of 
the  great  interruptions  of  tbeir  trade  to  the 
said  colonies,  and  the  Depredations  of  tlie 
Spaniards  for  several  years  past : who,  not- 
withstanding the  Resolutions  of  that  House, 
and  his  Mnjesty's  endeavours  to  obtain  for  his 
vnl^em  . jwh.fliidxfrfasocaWsr  s^tisfeciion,  Mil! 
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continued  their  depredations,  and  had  lately 
taken  and  plundered  several  ships  and  vessels- 
belonging  to  Bristol  and  other  British  ports, 
and  had  treated  sueh  as  bad  fallen  into  their 
bands  in  a very  barbarous  and  cruel  manner, 
and  therefore  praying  the  consideration  of  the 
Honse,  and  such  timely  and  adequate  remedy 
as  to  the  House  should  seem  fit. 

This  Petition  was  referred  to  a Committee  of 
the  whole  Hoose. 

Debate  concerning  the  Subsidy  to  the  Duke 
of  Wolfenbuttel.']  Feb.  10.  The  Commons 
resolved  itself  into  a Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  consider  farther  of  the  Supply  granted 
to  his  Majesty,  when  a Debate  arose  about  the 
Subsidies  payable  to  the  duke  of  Wolfenbuttel. 
The  Country  Party  insisted,  that  all  those  Sub- 
sidies were  of  no  service  to  Great  Britain ; and 
time  they  were  paid  only  for  the  sake  of  pro- 
tecting his  Majesty’s  foreign  dominions,  which 
was  contrary  to  the  following  clause  in  the  Act 
of  Settlement;  viz.  ‘That  in  case  the  crown 
4 shall  come  to  any  person  not  a native  of  Eng- 
‘ land,  this  nation  shall  not  be  obliged  to  a war 
* in  defence  of  dominions  not  belonging  to  this' 
‘ crown.’  To  this  the  Courtiers  answered,  That 
all  the  quarrel  we  had  with  the  Emperor  was 
upon  account  of  the  interest  and  trade  of  Eng- 
land, and  not  at  all  on  account  of  any  of  his 
Majesty's  foreign  dominions ; sd  that  if  they 
should  be  involved  in  a war,  it  would  be  so  far 
from  involving  Great  Britain  in  any  war  upon 
account  of  them,  that  the  case  would  be  di- 
rectly the  contrary ; they  would  be  iuvolved 
in  a war  for  defence  of  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  Great  Britain : that  since  we  had  a quarrel 
with  the  Emperor,  who  was  a very  powerful 
prince  upon  the  continent,  we  had  no  way  of 
revenging  this  quarrel,  but  by  engaging  as 
many  princes  upon  the  continent  as  we-could 
on  our  side ; and  that  therefore  i r was  neces- 
sary to  -continue  those  subsidies  till  we  could 
bring  the  Emperor  to  our  terms. 

Then  the  question  being  put,  the  Committee 
agreed  to  the  continuing  of  this  Subsidy,  and  - 
resolved,  That  the  sum  of  25,000/.  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty,  for  one  year’s  Subsidy  to  the 
duke  of  Brunswick  Luuenburgh  Wolfenbuttel. 


tion  of  the  Rights  of  the  Subject  difficult  and  ! 
expensive:  That  the  Recovery  of  small  Debts  i 
as  the  law  then  stood,  was  impracticable,  and  f 
the  number  of  Attornies  excessive;  and  prav.  f 
ing  the  House  to  take  these  Grievances  into  ] 
consideration,  and  to  give  such  remedy  as  to  I 
the  House  shall  seem  meet.” 

These  Petitions  were  ordered  to  be  referred  p 
to  a Committee. 

The  Pension  Bill  passes  the  Commons.]  Fe|,_ 
17.  The  Pension  Bill  was  read  the  third  time  ■ 
and  passed ; and  Mr.  Sandys  was  ordered  to  1 
carry  it  to  the  Lords. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill  against 
Pensioners  sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons .1 
Feb.  20.  A Bill  from  the  Commons  ‘ For  ] 
‘ making  more  effectual  the  Laws  in  being  for 
4 disabling  Persons  from  being  chosen  Mem-  ] 
‘ bers  of,  or  sitting  or  voting  in  the  House  of  < 
4 Commons,  who  have  any  Pension  during  I 
* pleasure,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  , 
‘ offices  holden  in  trust  for  them,  by  obliging 
4 persons  hereafter  to  be  chosen  to  serve  for 
4 the  Commons  in  parliament  to  take  the  oath 
4 therein  mentioned,’*  was  read  the  first  time,  ~ 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a second  time  on  the 
2nd  of  March. 


* The  following  is  a copy  of  the  said  Bill : 

44  May  it  please  your  most  Excellent 
Majesty, 

41  That  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  I 
by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spi- 
ritual and  temporal,  and  Commons  in  this  "I 
present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  from  and"  after  the  fl 
24th  day  of  June,  1731,  no  person  who  shall  I 
he  elected  a member  to  serve  in  the  House  of  1 
Commons,  shall  vote  or  sit  in  the  said  House,  J 
during  any  debate  there,  after  their  Speaker  is  J 
chosen,  until  such  member  shall  from  time  to  ' 
time,  and  in  manner  following,  first  take  the 
oath  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  subscribe  the  j 
same  in  a parchment  roll,  to  be  provided  by 
the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  that 
purpose,  viz. 


Petitions  against  the  Proceedings  at  Law  be- 
ing in  Latm.]  Feb.  11.  Two  Petitions  were 
presented  to  the  Commons,  from  the  quarter- 
sessions  of  the  peace  held  for  the  East  and 
North  Ridings  of  Yorkshire,  complaining, 
“ That  the  obliging  Grand-Jury-Men,  at  the 
sessions  of  the  peace,  to  make  their  present- 
ments in  a lauguage,  which  few  of  them  under- 
stood ; and  the  suffering  in  any  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Courts  of  Justice,  or  in  any  of 
the  transactions  of  the  Law,  whereby  the  per- 
son or  property  of  the  Subject  may  be  affected, 
the  use  of  a Language  not  intelligible  and  of  a 
character  not  legible,  but  by  the  Learned  in 
the  Law,  were  great  occasions  of  the  delay  of 
Justice,  and  gave  room  to  most  dangerous 
Frauds : That  Speciqj  Pleadings,  by  their  in- 
tricacy and  i rijts  wr iasss netsdic  red  tlioi  prase©!*  1 1 


44  4 1 A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear,  i 
4 that  I have  not  directly  or  indirecily,  auy  1 
4 pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  any  number  j 
4 of  years,  from  the  crown,  nor  auy  office  in  | 
‘ part,  or  in  the  whole,  from  the  crown,  held  i j 
4 lor  me,  or  for  my  benefit,  by  any  person  what-  l 
'soever:  And  1 do  solemnly  and  sincerely  I 
4 promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  receive,  . 

4 accept,  or  take,  directly  or  indirectly,  during  i 
4 the  time  of  my  being  a member  of  this  par- 
4 liament,  any  pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  T 
4 any  number  of  years,  or  any  other  gratuity  of 
4 reward  whatsoever,  or  any  office  from  the 
4 crown,  to  be  held  for  me,  or  fur  my  benefit; ' 

4 iu  part,  or  in  the  whole  thereof,  by  any  per- 
4 son  whatsoever,  without  signifying  the  same 
4 to  this  House,  within  fourteen  days  after  I 
^haro.iiiemtiodupiijaBceptedichB  same,  if  w* 
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Accordingly  the  'Bill,  being  then  read  a se- 
cond time,  occasioned  a great  debate.  The 
dultes  of  Newcastle  and  Argyle,  nnd  the  earl  of 
Bay,  who  opposed  the  Bill,  urged,  That  in 
case  such  a Bill  should  pass  into  a law,  it  would 
notbe  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  reward 
those  who  had  done  signal  services  to  the 
public,  without  at  the  same  time  disabling 
them  to  serve  their  country  as  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  was  most  unreason- 
able ; for  a man  who  had  before  served  the 
public  so  well,  as  to  deserve  not  only  the  thanks 
of  the  people,  but  a reward  from  the  crown, 
was  in  their  opinion  the  most  proper  person  to 
be  entrusted  by  the  people  in  Parliament : that 
many  of  those  posts  that  are  for  life  required  so 
close  an  attendance,  thit  the  persons  who  en- 
joyed them  could  not  stay  for  any  time  at  Lon- 
don, or  attend  the  business  of  parliament ; 
and  that  there  were  many  other  places,  the  . 
possessors  of  which  were  by  the  laws  then  in 
being  disabled  from  being  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  : That  the  variety  of  the 
public  business  made  it  necessary  to  employ  so 
many  gentlemen  of  character  ami  eduentinn, 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to 
provide  sufficient  rewards  for  all  those  who  had 
served  the  public  faithfully  in  their  respective 
stations,  without  giving  Pensions  to  some,  till 
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an  opportunity  offered  for  providing  better  for 
them  ; and  it  would  be  hard  to  exclude  any 
man,  from  serving  his  country  in  pailiainent, 
only  because  the  crown,  which  was  the  distri- 
buter of  public  rewards  as  well  as  punishments, 
bud  shewn  a due  sense  of  his  past  services ; That 
such  a method  would  be  a depriving  the  publio 
of  its  most  faithful  servants,  which  would  tend 
to  the  destruction  of  the  commonwealth  in 
general,  instead  of  contributing  to  the  support 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

They  further  said,  That  they  could  find  no 
sufficient  provision  in  the  Bill  then  before  them 
for  preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption,  which 
was  the  evil  they  intended  to  guard  against ; 
for  no  good  man  would  take  a bribe  from  any 
minister  with  an-intention  to  betray  bis  coun- 
try ; auy  man  that  would  do  so  must  be  au  aban- 
doned wretch,  and  every  one  knew  how  little 
regard  such  men  lmd  for  any  declaration  upon 
oath,  where  no  witnesses  could  be  brought  to 
prove  the  coutrary  of  what  they  swore : so  that, 
in  their  opinion  the  Bill  as  it  then  stood  might 
give  occasion  for  a great  deal  of  perjury,  with- 
out contributing  in  the  least  to  prevent  llie 
evil  it  was  intended  against ; nnd  therefore 
they  could  not  but  be  ngninsta  Bill,  which  they 
foresaw  might  do  a great  deal  of  mischief,  with- 
out  doing  the  least  good. 
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‘ parliament  be  then  sitting,  or  within  fourteen 
‘ days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  parliament. 
1 So  help  me  God.’ 

“ Which  said  oath  shall  be  in  this  and  every 
succeeding  parliament,  solemnly  aud  publicly 
taken  and  subscribed  by  every  such  member  Jf 
the  House  of  Commons,  at  the  table  in  the 
middle  of  the  said  House,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  takes  the  other  oaths  by  law  directed 
to  be  taken,  whilst  a full  House  of  Commons 
is^ there  duly  sitting  with  their  Speaker  in  liis 

“And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
member  so  taking  the  oath,  and  subscribing  as 
before  directed,  shall,  at  the  time  of  the  taking 
the  said  oath,  have  any  pension  during  plea- 
sure, or  for  auy  number  of  years,  or  ni.y  office 
from  the  crown,  in  part,  or  in  the  whole,  held 
in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  benefit,  or  shall, 
during  his  being  a member  of  parliament,  ac- 
cept, receive,  or  take  any  pension  during  plea- 
sure, or  for  any  number  of  years, "or  any  other 
gratuity  nr  reward  whatsoever,  or  nny  office  in 
part,  or  in  the  whole,  to  be  held  for  him,  or  for 
his  benefit,  from  the  crown,  without  signifying 
the  same  to  the  House,  ns  aforesaid,  such  mem- 
ber shall  be,  and  is  hereby  adjudged  aud  de- 
clared to  be  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jury, nnd  being  thereof  convicted  by  due  course 
of  law,  shall  incur  and  suffer  the  pains  and 
penalties  which  by  the  law3  and  statutes  of  this 
realm  are  inflioted  in  cases  of  wilfnl  and  cor- 
rupt pi  ijury,  nnd  shall  from  thenceforth  be  in- 
capable of  taking,  holding,  or  enjoying  any  of- 
fice whatsoever. 

“ And  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  if-  any 


neglect  to  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  as  be- 
fore directed,  the  place  fur  which  such  mem- 
ber was  elected,  is  hereby,  without  uny  other 
conviction  or  proceeding,  declared  void  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  such  member  was 
naturally  dead. 

“ And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  member  shall  presume  to  sit  or  vote  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  alter  the  Speaker  is  cho- 
sen, without  tnkiug  and  subscribing  the  until 
herein  before  mentioned,  such  member  shull 
forfeit  die  sum  of  301.  for  each  day  he  shall  sic 
and  vote  ns  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  and 
received,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  him  or  them 
who  shall  sue  for  die  some,  and  to  be  prose- 
cuted by  any  actiou,  suit,  bill,  plaint,  or  in- 
formation, in  nny  of  his  Majesty’s  courts  of 
record  at  Westminister,  wherein  no  essoin, 
protection,  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one 
imparlance  shall  be  admitted  or  allowed  ; 
and  shail  from  thenceforth  he  incapable  of 
taking,  holding,  or  enjoying  any  office  or  em- 
ployment of  prufit  or  trust  under  his  Majesty, 
his  heirs  or  successors. 

“ Provided  nlwuys,  nnd  it  i3  hereby  de- 
clared nnd  enacted  by  the  authorhy  afore- 
said, That  no  person  shall  .be  made  liable 
to  any  disability,  incapacity,  forfeiture  or 
penalty  by  this  'net  laid  or  imposed,  unless 
prosecution  lie  commenced  within  otie  year 
next  after  the  dissolution,  or  other  determi- 
nation of  the  pmliameni  in  which  such  dis- 
ability, inoapacity,  forfeiture,  or  penalty  ahull, 
be  incurred  ; of, -in  case  of  n prosecution) 
unless  the  same  lie  carried- on  witbotit-wjlful 


delay,  cny  thing  herein  contained  to  the  cuo* 
■ember  eleo^jg  ^ 5 . feiuf.vaTuiii'  l J ln  it 
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The  Bishop  of  Bangor  spoke  against  the 
Bill.  His  lordship  alledged,  That  though  this 
Bill  at  first  sight  seemed  to  be  a Self-denying 
Bill ; and,  ti>  some  particular  members,  might 
perhaps  prove  so  : yet  lie  suspected  the  Com- 
mons, considered  as  a House  of  Parliament, 
would  find  in  it  a very  great  enlargement  of 

Kwer  : That  whatever  tends  to  break  the  bu- 
ice  between  the  powers  essential  to  this  con- 
ititution,  must  sooner  or  later  prove  the  ruin  of 
the  whole,  that  an  independent  House  of  Com- 
mons, or  an  independent  House  of  Lords,  was 
as  inconsistent  with  our  constitution  as  an  in- 
dependent, that  is,  absolute  King  : That  who- 
ever loves  tlieliberiies  and  laws  of  bis  country, 
would  no  mere  desire  to  see  one  than  the  other. 
Let  Bribery  be  punished,  added  his  lordship, 
let  Corruption  be  punished,  but  not  by  giving 
so  much  strength  to  one  power  of  this  con- 
stitution as  shall  make  it  able  to  overbear 
the  rest.  * 


* The  above  Speech  made  a great  noise  in 
the  town,  and  gnve  occasion  to  so  many  reflec- 
tions thereon,  as  well  ludicrous  as  serious,  that 
some  friends  of  the  Bishop  thought  proper  to 
vindicate  him,  in  the  following  Letter  published 
jn  the  Daily  Post-Boy,  May  7,  which  maybe 
looked  on  as  a sort  of  counterpart  to  the  Pro- 
test of  the  Lords : 

“ Extract  of  a Letter  from  Cambridge,  to 
a Gentleman  at  London,  dated  April  27, 
1731,  rel&tiug  to  the  Pension  Bill. 

“ If  a great  appearance  of  zeal  against  Bri- 
bery and  Corruption  were  a certain  sign  of  in- 
tegrity, I should  felicitate  you  upou  your  pre- 
sent state  of  purity.  But  he  who  cries  '4  stop 
thief’  loudest,  is  not  always  the  honestest  man 
in  the  crowd.  Knaves  dare  not,  and  honest 
men  will  not  defend  Corruption ; and  hence 
comes  the  general  consent  in  such  cases. 

“ But  the  present  question  is  not.  Whether 
Bribery  is  a bad  thing,  or  no?  Whiclr neil her 
the  lnmest  or  dishonest  part  of  the  nation  will 
dispute  with  you.  The  single  point  is,  Whe- 
ther i he  method  proposed  to  stop  Bribery,  he 
an  effectual  method,  and  consistent  with  our 
Constitution  ? 

‘‘-To  clear  this  to  myself,  and  to  know  upon 
what  gtooiids  some  of  unblemished  characters 
opposed  a late  bill,  commonly  called,  ‘ A Bill 
against  Bribery  and  Corruption;’  I got  with 
with  some  difficulty  one  of  the  printed  Bills, 
with  the  blanks  filled  up.  As  1 had  heard  that 
it  related  to  places,  pensions,  and  all  ‘ rewards 
and  gratuities  whatever’  from  the  crown,  I 
read  it  in  full  expectation  of  finding  every 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  made  inca- 
pableof  taking  or  receiving  in  his  own  name,  or 
in  trust,  any  place,  pension,  reward  or  gratuity 
whatever.  But  to  my  very  great  surprize,  I 
found  nothing  like  it.  The  Bill  creates  no  new 
incapacity  ; and,  had  it  passed  into  a law,  any 
member,  notwithstanding,  might  have  taken 
.hoy 
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The  Earl  of  VVinchelsea,  the  Lord  Carteret 
and  Lord  Bathurst  spoke  for  the.  Bill,  and  in. 
sisted  much  upon  die  dangers  accruing  fr0Bl 
Bribery  and  Corruption  ; they  shewed  that  the 
tinman  Common-wealth  lutd  been  thereby 
ruined,  and  dial  the  Human  emperors  governed 
as  arbitrarily  and  tyrannically,  with  consent 
and  approbation  of  the  Roman  .Senate,  by  the 
means  of  Bribery  and  Corruption,  as  if  there 
had  been  no  Senate  at  all  : That  the.  endea- 
vouring to  prevent  corrupting  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  was  doing  no  injury,  or  * 
offering  any  affront  to  the  crown  ; hut,  upon 
the  contrary,  it  was  providing  for  the  tumour 
and  safety  of  the  crown,  for  it  was  not  to  be 
supposed  that  the  crown  would  ever  bribe  0; 
corrupt  the  members  of  the  HouseofCoratnons: 
That  that  House  was  the  grand  inquest-  of  the 
nation,  from  whom  the  crown  was  to  receive 
information  of  all  the  Complniuts  anti  demands 
of  the  people  : That  the  safety  of  the  crown . 


which  he  could  obtain.  Hn>v,  then,  are  Bri- 
bery and  Corruption  shut  out  ? 

“ All  that  I can  find  in  the  Bill  is  this  1 
Every  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  tu 
swear  to  this  effect,  ‘That  lie  will  not  directly; 
’ nor  indirectly,  lake  or  receive  any  reward  or 

* gratuity’  (I  will  confine  myself  to  this  part  of 
the  Bill)  • from  die  crown,  during  die  time  of 

* his  being  u member  : or,  that  if  lie  does  re- 

‘ it  to  the  House  of  Commons  within  fourteen 
‘ days.  If  any  member  neglects  or  refuses  t'd 
‘ take  this  oath  : or,  if  taking  a gratuity  or  re- 
‘ ward  afterwards,  lie  does  not  declare  it  to  the 
‘ House,  lie  is  made  subject  to  the  pains  and 

* penalties  of  perjury,  &c.'  (The  same  provi- 
sion extends  to  Places  and  Pensions.) 

“ The  whole,  you  see,  comes  to  this : The 
members-  may  take  what  rewards,  what  gratui- 
ties they  please,  provided  they  declare  what 
they  take  within  fourteen  days  to  the  House  of 

“ Yoo,  and  every  man  must  naturally  ask, 
what  is  to  be  done'in  consequer.ee  of  tliis  de- 
claration ? To  this  question  I-can  give  no  po- 
sitive answer  : for  here  the  Bill  stops  short,  and' 
gives  not  the  least  intimation  of  the  use  to  he 
made  of  this  declaration : And  yet  can  it  he 
thought  that  no  use  is  to  he  made  of  it,  and 
that  die  whole  Bill  means  nothing? 

“ Consider  then,  whatever  use  is  to  be  made, 
it  must  be  by  the  House  of  Commons  only. 
There  the  declaration  is  to  he  made.  And  it 
would,  1 suppose,  he  a breach  of  privilege  for 
any  person  in  this  kingdom  to  take  cognizance 
of  what  passes  there.  Besides,  the  use  must 
be  discretionary  and  arbitrary;  for  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  Bill  to  direct,  much  less  to  limit 
tlie  use  to  be  made  of  this  declaration.  Sup- 
pose now  any  House  of  Commons  hereafter 
should  refer  the  consideration  of  ull  such  decla- 
rations to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  there 
the  merit  of  the  person  who  receives,  the  view 
and  design  of  the  crown  who  gives  the  reward, 
.ni^st (Cojae  ^ .^es^pn^^  though  they  should 
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dependad  upon  the  affections  of  the  people,  and 
it  being  impossible  to  preserve  their  affections, 
without  a thorough  kt  ' ' 
plaints  and  desires,  it  w; 


be  judged  of  there,  and  determined  with  the 
same  honour  and  justice  (nud  I make  no  doubt 
but  they  would)  that  elections  are,  yet  never- 
theless I fear  the  consequence  of  erecting  such 
a judicature  would  be  injurious  to  the  cunsti- 

“ We  have  had  several  laws  to  render  per- 
sons under  certain  circumstances  incapable  of 
offices  of  trust ; but  in  all  such  cases,  the  inca- 
pacity rests  upon  the  subject ; the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown  are  saved,  and  not  ex- 
posed to  the  censure  and  judgment  of  the  peo- 
ple : I remember  no  law  that  leaves  the  crown 
at  liberty  to  give,  and  sets  up  a judicature  to 
condemn  or  approve  the  gift.]  I apprehend 
such  a power  in  the  subject  to  be  absolutely 
inconsistent  with  our  constitution;  and  that  it 
is  every  where  a branch  of  the  supreme  power; 
and  that  wherever  it  is  placed,  it  must  necessa- 
rily draw  the  supreme  power  to  it.  We  have 
ins  tances  in  ourown  history,  when  powers  of  this 
sort  have  been  assumed ; but  never,  I think, with- 
out ending  in  the  ruin  of  the  crown.  Once 
the  House  of  Lords,  by  this  and  like  r 
(hods,  lost  their  very  being ; and  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  if  they  are  jealous  of  every  ap- 
proach, every  tendency  to  the  same  power  m 
the  Mouse  of  Commons. 

“ You  may  think,  perhaps,  that  I carry  this 
matter  ton  far;  and  that  the  Commons  could 
have  no  such  meaning  as  this.  I am  as  willing 
to  think  honourably  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  as  you  are.  But  consider 

“ Laws  are  not  to  be  made  upon  a presump- 
tion that  men  will  be  so  honest  as  not  to  abuse 
them ; nor  is  it  enough  to  say,  that  they  who 
propose  the  law,  mean  no  harm  by  it.  Jt  must 
be  considered,  not  only  what  is  intended  by  a 
law  at  present,  but  also  what  use  may  possibly 
be  made  of  it  hereafter.  And  can  any  tnan 

E retend  to  say,  that  no  House  of  Commons 
ereafter  will  ever  ground  any  partial  proceed- 
ings on  this  Bill?  And  if  any  House  of 
Commons  should,  who  can  hinder  them? 
It  will  be  too  late  to  complain,  when  the  case 
happens;  which,  whenever  it  happens,  will  be 
remediless.  In  some  instances  it  may  be 
right  to  pass  laws  in  hopes  of  good  success,  and 
with  a view  of  repealing  them,  if  they  should 
not  answer  the  end  proposed  : But,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  where  the  consequence  to  be  feared 
is  a new  power  unknowu  to  our  constitution  ; 
a kind  of  supreme  judicature  to  arise  in  the 
House  of  Commons ; if  such  consequence 
should  prove  real,  how  shall  the  evil  he  cured  r 
Do  you  think  the  law  would  be  easily  repealed  ? 
That  the  Commons  would  consent  to  give  up 
the  power,  after  they  had  found  what  strength 
it  gave  them  ? I am  afraid  not : And  there- 
fore Bills  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be  passed  to 
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terest  of  the  crown,  that  the  channel,  through 
which  such  information  was  to  be  conveyed, 
should  remain  pure  and  incorrupt. 

They  said,  iliac  Bribery  and  Corruption  were 


the  experiment  miscarry,  and  the  presumption 
fail,  it  might  prove  fatal  to  the  constitutiou, 
and  be  an  evil  never  to  be  removed. 

“ Consider  farther,  if  this  power  should  ever 
be  allowed,  now  far  it  will  extend.  It  must  go 
to  ‘ all  rewards  and  gratuities  whatever,’  re- 
ceived directly  or  indirectly,  by  any  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  I think  there  is  no- 
thing iu  the  power  of  the  ciowo,  to  give  or 
grant,  but  may  be  taken  in  under  these  gene- 
ral words.  There  are  great  offices  in  the 
kingdom,  which,  os  the  law  now  stands,  do 
not  disqualify  those  who  hold  them  from  silting 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  But  if  you  consi- 
der them  as  rewards  or  gratuities  given  by  the 
crown,  (and  what  shall  hinder  their  being  so 
considered  ?)  they  must  be  affected  by  this  Bill, 
and  they  who  hold  them,  made  subject  to  such 
scrutiny  and  discretionary  judgment,  as  shall 
at  any  time,  in  consequence  of  this  Bill,  be 
exercised  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

“ If  the  relation  of  a member  is  advanced  to 
any  office,  it  may  be  construed  as  a reward,  in- 
directly at  least,  to  the  member,  and  lie  made 
answerable  to  ibe  House  under  the.  suspicion  of 
Bribery.  And,  considering  how  numerous  the 
relations  of  the  best  families  are,  how  often  the 
subject  stands  in  need  ol  the  favour  of  the 
crown  for  the  pardon  of  offences,  for  the  remit- 
ting of  fines  or  forfeitures,  for  renewing  leases, 
grants,  patents,  and  the  like ; it  will  always  be 
in  the  power  of  a majority  to  fix  the  guilt  of 
Bribery  upon  those  who  are  not  in  their  fa- 
vour, nnd  either  to  turn  such  members  out  as 
corrupt  men,  or  by  the  terror  of  such  usage 
make  them  subservient  to  their  own  ends. 

“ There  is  little  difference  between  a power 
to  give  places,  and  a power  to  approve  or  dis- 
approve die  gift  of  them  by  another.  What 
must  this  power  be  in  the  ban  Js  of  the  Com- 
mons, joined  to  the  sole  right  they  claim  of 
giving  money,  to  the  right  of  determining  all 
disputed  elections,  to  the  right  uf  calling  to  ac- 
count every  minister  and  officer,  in  the  king- 
dom, and  to  many  other  powers  now  and  an- 
ciently exercised  by  the  Commons?  Must 
they  lint  grow  too  great  to  be  contributed  or 
checked  by  tbe  odier  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture ? And  may  they  not  iu  such  a plenitude 
of  power,  think  the  House  of  Lords  to  lie 
(what  in  such  a case  it  probably  would  be)  of 
ise?  Should  a republican  spirit  ever  pos- 

a House  of  Commons,  invested  with  such 

uncontrollable  power,  (and  what  boa  been, 
may  be  again)  how  long  could  oar  ancient  con- 
stitution, on  which  our  religion,  liberties  and 
properties  depend,  subsist? 

“ Upon  this  view,  which  I have  given  yon  of 
tbe  Bill,  and  its  consequences,  it  will  not  be 
hard  for  you  to  npplv  properly  the  words  of  n 
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known  in  this  university,  to  be  suspected  hare 
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never  to  be  dreaded,  nor  would  ever  be  put  in 
■practice  but  by  princes  of  an  arbitrary  aud  ty- 
rannical disposition,  dr  by  wicked  ministers 
who  were  resolved  to  plunder  the  nation,  and 
would  therefore  give  hundreds  to  such  as  would 
stoop  to  be  their  tools  and  agents,  in  order  that 
•fhtiy  might  squeeze  thousands  from  the  people: 
none,  but  such  wicked  men  would  ever  endea- 
vour to  bribe  any  man,  or  to  prevail  upon  him 
'to  betray  his  trust ; against  such  the  people 
ought  always  to  be  upon  their  guard  ; by  such 
’even  this  nation  had  suffered,  and  therefore 
they  had  the  more  reason  to  take  all  possible 
care  to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future:  That 
though  this  Bill  should  pass  into  a law,  the 
crown  would  still  have  power  enough  to  reward 
those  who  had  deserved  well  of  their  country ; 
for  there  were  Sinecure  places  enough  in  the 
kingdom,  of  honour  and  profit  for  life,  to  re- 
ward all  those  who  had  done  any  real  service 
to  their  country,  unless  it  Was  to  he  supposed, 
which  they  hoped  would  never  be  the  case,  that 
every  man  was  to  have  a reward,  who  voted  in 
parliament  which  ever  way  the  ministers  of  the 
crown  pleased  to  direct  him : But  that  in  case 
there  should  he  any  deficiency,  the  crown  had 
it  in  their  power  to  give  such  reward  as  they 


to  be  a pleader  for  Bribery  and  Corruption) 
and  to  see  upon  what  foundation,  the  appre- 
hension therein  expressed  of  an  independency 
to  accrue  from  this  Bill,  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, was  grounded.  As  you  tnay  not  perhaps 
have  the  said  words  at  baud  when  you  receive 
this  Letter,  1 have  transcribed  them  for  you, 
from  the  paper  in  which  they  were  lately  com- 
municated to  the  public. 

“ ‘ For  though  this  Bill  at  first  sight  seems 
4 to'be  a self-denying  Bill ; and  to  some  pnrti- 

* cular  members  may  perhaps  prove  so : Yet 
4 the  Commons,  considered  as  ifn  House  of 

• Parliament,  will  find  in  it,  I suspect,  a very 
' great  enlargement  of  power.  And  whatever 
4 tends  to  break  the  balance  between  the  powers 
' essential  to  this  constitution,  must  sooner  or 
4 later  prove  the  ruin  of  the  whole.  An  inde- 
' pendent  House  of  Commons,  or  an  inde- 

* pendent  House  of  Lords,  is  as  inconsistent 
' with  our  constitution,  as  hu  independent,  that 

• is,  absolute  King.  Aud  whoever  loves  the 
4 liberties  and  laws  of  his  country,  will  no  more 
‘ desire  to  see  one  than  the  other.  Let  Bri- 
4 hery  be  punished,  let  Corruption  he  punished^ 

4 but  not  by  giving  so  much  streugtii  to  one 
' power "of  this  constitution,  as  shall  make  it 
' able  to  over-bear  the  rest.’ 

“ I am  well  assured,  these  were  the  very  1 
wbrds  spoken  by  the  Bishop.  What  think  you, 
Sir,  are  they  either  empty  sounds,  or  capable 
bf  the  wicked  construction  that  has  beeu  put 
upon  them  ? I am,  &c.” 

“ Several  answers  to  this  Letter  have  been 
published,  and  a great  deal  said  against  it  in 
private  conversation  ; the  sum  of  which  is,  that 
Bribery  and  Corruption  is  a crime  so  heinous 

openly  to  aeieftd  it,-  or  to  oppose  any  method 
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thought  proper,  by  granting  a Pension  f0f  ]jfj 
to  the  person  who  had  done  any  signal  service 
to  the  public,  without  subjecting  him  to  afiy  df 
the  forfeitures  or  disabilities  in  that  Bill  or  any 
former  law  contained  ; and  those  who  had  done 
any  such  signal  service  deserved  a provision  fot 
life,  in  cuse  .they  stood  in  need  of  it,  arid  not  to 
be  left  depending  for  their  daily  bread  upon  the 
whim  of  a minister  or  favourite. 

That  as  to  the  method  for  preventing  Bribery 
and  Corruption  proposed  by  the  Bill  then  before 
them,  they  wished  that  any  method  more  effec- 
tual could  be  contrived,  but  its  not  being  in  then 
power  to  contrivea  method,  whicbraighfbe call- 
ed an  effectual  and  absolute  bar  tci  the  great 
evil  of  Bribery  and  Corruption,  was  nb  reason 
why  they  should  refuse  the  method  that  was,  of 
any  method  that  could  be  proposed : That  thdy 
were  sorry  to  find  the  sanctity  of  Oaths  so  much 
ridiculed  arid  neglected,  as  they  feared  the) 
were  in  the  present  age ; but  they  hoped  ft 
coaid  be  no  crime  in  them  to  lay  a man  under 
the  necessity  of  being  guilty  of  perjury,  before 
he  could  be  guilty  of  the  other  crime  of  betray- 
ing his  country : Few  men,  they  Said,  became 


that  is  proposed  for  preventing  it;  bnt  that 
those,  who  are  secretly  for  supporting  and  en- 
couraging Bribery  nnd  Corruption,  give  it4* 
pretty  new  name,  and  call  it  a necessary  de- 
pendence, in  favour  of  which  new  name  they 
use  all  the  arguments  they  can  invent,  though 
they  are  conscious  to  themselves,  lhat  the  mbit 
infamous  crime  of  Brihery.  is  couched  under 
what  they  call  necessary  dependence;  ’add 
when  nuy  method  is  proposed  for  preventing 
their  favourite  vice,  they  endeavour  to  find  bot 
sbme  hobgoblin  or  another  privately  lurking  fit 
the  method  proposed,  with  which  they  endea- 
vour to  frighten  people  out  of  their  wits. 

“ Thus  they  say  this  Letter  Writer  has  foutttl 
out,  that  the  House  of  Commons  endeaVOUMSI 
by  this  Bill  to  grnsp  at  a power,  which  in  time 
would  have  made  them  supreme  over  the  House 
of  Lords  as  well  as  the  crown ; though  frotn 
the  very  words  of  the  Bill  itself  it  will  appear, 
as  they  say,  to  every  impartial  reader,  that  Hie 
House'  of  Commons  neither  did  acquire,  ndf  | 
could  from  any  thing  contained  in  this  Bill, 
assume  any  other  power,  than  that  of  putting 
the  oath  or  receiving  the  declaration;  and 
whether  such  a power  could  make  that  House 
so  terrible  to  the  crown,  or  to  fhe  House  of  , 
Lords,  they  leave  to  every  uncorrilpted  man  to 
judge : Even  this  power,  small  as  it  is,  if  it  had 
been  obtained,  might  perhaps  they  say  have 
made  that  House  terrible  to  an  ill  designing 
prince,  or  a knavish  minister;  it  was  the  glurj 
of  the  English  constitution  that  it  had  always 
been  so,  and  it  was  I he  aim  of  that  Bill,  tliatJf 
should  always  continue  to  be  the  terror  of  as- 
piring princes,  and  the  scourge  of  rapacious  • 
ministers.  While  that  House  continues  to  be  so, 
our  constitution  is  preserved,  but  as  soon  as  it 
loses  that  noble  quality,  it  will  become  despi- 


853}  PARL,  tUSTO.RV,  4 3*0*94  II.  H[3l.— on  fa  P*W».m  [1$* 

at  once  wholly,  abandoned,  end  the  honor  of  judicature  whatever : That  it  was  not  possible 
being  guilty  of  a false  oai.ii  might  perhaps  have  that  ever  the  House  of  Commons  cbufd,  from 
more  weight  with  some  men,  than  the  horror  of  any  words  in  that  Bill,  assume  s power  of  jtrdg- 
bsing  guilty  of  a breach  uf  trust,  which  is  a iog  or  determining  whether  any  person  rcceitf- 
criwe  of  such  a nature,  that  the  guilt  of  it  is  ing  n gratuity  front  the  crown,  deserved  such  a 
not  always  apparent  at  the  time  il  is  commit-  gratuity  or  no ; or  that  they  could  draw  any 
ted : That  even  the  most  wilful  betrayers  of  other  consequences  from  such  a declaration,' ' 
their  country  ore  seldom  sensible  of  the  fatal  hot  only  to  determine,  whether  the  accepting  of 
consequences  of  their  treachery,  till  they  find  such  a gratuity  or  reward  came  under  any  Of 
themselves  involved  in  the  ruin  that  they  have  the  disabling  laws  in  being;  and  without  such 
brought  upon,  their  country.  declaration,  wherever  the  House  could  prove 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  said.  That  though  some  that  any  man  accepted  of  an  office  or  gratuity, 
meu  might  he  b-qrqy  enough  to  declare  a falsity  which  subjected  him  to  any  legal  incapacity; 
upon  oath,  where  there  was  no  man  preseut,  they  were  the  judges,  and  could  declare  his 
who,  as  they  thought,  knew  the  contrary,  yet,  seat  in  parliament  vacant  by  the  laws  formerly 
he  believed,  no  man  would  have  assurance  enacted:  so  that  in  this  case  also  all  that  via* 
enough  to  declare  upon  oath,  that  he  had  no  intended  by  the  Bill  then  before  them  was,  a 
pension,  in  the  very  face  of  the  man  who  paid  new  method  of  discovering  whether  any  of  their 
him  his  money,  and  who,  upon  heating  such  a members  had  fallen  under  the  description  of 
declaration,  must  know  and  must  think  him  a any  of  the  former  laws  for  disabling  person* 
most  abandoned  villain ; for  no  man  could  well  from  sitting  or  voting  in  the  House  or  Com- 
bear  to  be  thought  or  known  a downright  vil-  mons : That  these  disabling  laws  were  certainly 
lain  even  by  bis  greatest  enemy,  and  far  less  by  thought  reasonable,  otherwise  they  would  have 
his  bosom  friend.  And,  iu  answer  to  the  bishop  been  repealed  : That  the  Incapacities  intros 
of  Bangor’s  argument,  his  lordship  urged,  That  duced  by  these  laws  were  necessary  for  the 
he  was  as  far  as  any  man  from  having  the  least  preservation  of  our  constitution;  and  if  the 
thought  of  weakening  that  legal  dependence,  methods  formerly  provided  were  not  sufficient 
which  each  of  the  branches  of  our  constitution  for  discovering  of  those  incapacities,  new  mi- 
had  upon  the  other  two,  nor  could  they  find  thods  must  be  contrived,  which  was  the  only 
any  such  tendency  in  the  Bill  before  them  : iutention  of  the  Bill  then  before  them, 
what  they  were  for,  and  what  every  good  Chris- 
tian muse  be  for,  was  ail  iliac  was  or  could  be  The  Pension  Bill  rejected  by  the  Lords:'} 
intended  by  that  Bill,  and  that  was  to  prevent  The  debate  being  over  the  question  was  put, 
any  pernicious  and  corrupt  dependence  of  the  That  the  Bill  be  committed ; which'  was  re*- 
House  of  Commons  upon  the  servnnts  or  mi-  solved  in  the  negative.  Then  the  question  be- 
nisters  of  (Jic  crown:  lie  insisted,  That  there  ing  put, That  the  said  Bill  be  rejected;  it  was 
was  no  clause  in  that  Bill,  that  could  ever  give  resolved  in  the  affirmative.* 
occasion  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  assume  ■■  ■ — . ■ ■ . , 

any  new  or  extraordinary  power : That  though  * •<  The  opposition,  during  the  recess  of 
it  was  provided  by  the  Bill,  that  any  member  parliament,  having  perceived  a great  ferment  in 
refusing  to  take  tlie  oath  thereiu  mentioned,  the  nation,  upon  the  rejection  of  the  Peusiotl 
■should,  by  such  refusal,  forfeit  his  seat  in  par-  Bill,  resolved  to  repeat  the  experiment  this  ses* 
ltament , it  was  only  subjecting  the  member  to  sion.  The  motion  was  introduced  with  great 
a forfeiture,  but  giving  no  new  power  to  the  solemnity,  and  after  passing  with  very  little 
House,  except  that  of  administering  the  oath;  opposition  through  die  House  qf  Commons, 
for  if  the  member  had  no  Pension,  he  might  was  sent  to  die  House  of  Peers,  where  it  wits' 
freely  take  the  oath,  and  if  he  had  such  pen-  thrown  out.  The  then  bishop  of  Bangor 
sion,  be  was  by  former  laws  declared  incapable  despising  popular  prejudices,  nud  founding  his 
of  having  a seat  in  parliament ; so  that  all  that  speech  upon  die  true  principles  of  reason  and 
was  new.  in  this  Bill  was  only  a new  method  of  the  English  constitution,  had  the  courage  ta 
discovering  whether  or  no  a man  was  capable  strip  the  motion  of  its  masque  of  popularity, 
or  being  a member  by  the  standing  laws  of  die  and  expose  its  bad  teudency  to  the  view  of  tlie 
realm  : That  as  to  the  ..liter  part  of  the  Bill,  House. 

whereby  a member  is  obliged  to  declare  to  the  “ It  is  certain,  that  the  reverend  prelate  con- 
U'.use  when  lie  receives  any  Gratuity,  &C.  from  suited  the  lights  of  his  owu  unclerstanding,experi. 
tbe  Crovyn,  tlie  House  of  Commons  had  no  new  ence,  and  reading,  more  than  he  did  the  mis- 
power  given  them  by  the  Bill,  hut  only  the  taken,  but  general  sentiments  of  the  public, 
power  of  receiving  such  declaration  ; for  if  the  who  took  bold  of  bis  pleading  against  the  in- 
gratuity  that  he  bad  received  from  the  .crown  I dependency  of  the  two  Houses  upon  the  crnwnr 
did  not  disable  him  from  continuing  a member  as  if  be  meant  that  they  ought  to  be  dep'eos 
oy  former  Ians,  the  Huuse  could  not,  by  any  dent  upon  the  minister.  But  it  is  plain  from 
clause  in  tliis  Bill,  proceed  to  determine  that  to  the  whole  of  his  speech  that  he  meant  no  more 
he  an  incapacity,  which  was  not,  declared  so  by  by  the  word  independency,  than  that  relation 
former  disabling  laws ; and  whether  a man  be  which  the  constitution  prescribes  to  exist 
by  law  under  any  incapacity  ol  being  a mem-  amongst  all  the  constituent  parts  of. the  legale- 
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Protest  thereon.] 

“-  Dissentient’, 

1.  “ Because  the  Reasons  which  were  en- 
tered on  our.  Journals  last  session*  for  the 
commitment,  and  utmost  the  rejecting;  of  this 
Bill,  can,  in  our  judgment,,  have  nothing  of 
weight  said  against  tin  in,  us  we  think  they 
want  little  tu  he  added  to  them  ; though  they 
seeui  to  us  to  lie  strengthened  on  this  occasion, 
lest  our  second  refusal  to  conpur  with  the 
House  of  Commons  in  what  solely  regards  their 
own  member.',  and  without  any  arguments  of- 
fered to  them  in  a puiliameiitory  way  for  that 
refusal,  should  be  looked  upon  by  them  as  un- 
kind, if  not  unprecedented  treatment;  and 
should,  in  the  opinion  of  many  disinterested 
lovers  of  our  ancient  frame  of  government,  too 
justly  create  in  them  a resentment  that  might 


could  be  dissolved,  unless  one  House  should 
arrogate  to  itself  powers  inconsistent,  not  only 
with  the  general  plan  of  public  welfare,  which 
the  constitution  lays  down,  but  with  that  exe- 
cutive power  which  it  vests  in  the  crown, 
and.  without  which,  all  operations  of  govern- 

“ It  must,  however,  be  admitted,  that  his  lord- 
ship happened  to  make  use  of  an  unlucky  word, 
and  it  is  incredible  what  use  bis  speech  was 
put  to,  in  order  to  influence  the  public  to  be- 
lieve that  there  was  a settled  design  to  unhinge 
the  constitution,  by  making  both  Houses  0/ 
Parliament  dependent  upon  the  minister.  The 
Speech,  torn  into  scraps,  was  hackneyed  round 
the  kingdom;  and  none  of  the  common  writers 
for  the  ministry  had  either  understanding  or 
knowledge  of  the  constitution,  sufficient  to  vin- 
dicate the  speaker.”  Tindal. 

“ The  bill  against  pensions  produced  a 
waym  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  where  it 
was  violently  opposed  by.  the  dukes  of  New- 
castle and  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Ilay,  and  Dr. 
Sherlock,  bishop  of  Bangor.  This  prelate,  in 
a remarkable  . speech,  represented  it  as  a 
scheme,  to  enlarge  the  power  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  to  break  the  balance  between 
the  powers  essential  to  the  constitution,  so  as, 
sooner  or  later,  to  prove  .the  rain  of  the  whole, 
Tbe  great  barrier  provided  against  bribery  and 
corruption  by  this  bill  consisted  in  an  oai  b to 
bo  imposed  on  all  members  of  the  lower  Hoose, 
by  which  they  must  have  solemnly  sworn  and 
declared,  that  they  had  not  directly,  nor  indi- 
rectly, any  pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  any 
number  of  years,  or  any  office  in  part,  or  in  the 
whole,  held  for  them,  or  for  their  benefit,  by 
any  persons  whatsoever;  and  that  they  would 
not  Atxept  any  Such  pensions  or  offices,  without 
signifying  the  same  to  the  House  within  four- 
teen days  after"they  should  be  received  nr  ac- 
cepted. The  bilL  wus  vindicated  as  just  and 
necessary  by  the  earls  of  Winchelsea  and 
Strafford,  lord  Bathurst,  and  lord  Cnrteret,  who 
had  by  this  lime  joined  as  an  auxiliary  in  tbe 
opposition.”  Smollett. 
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interrupt  the  harmony  between  the  two  Houses, 
which  is  necessary  for  carrying  on  tbe  most  iuv! 
portant  affairs  of  the  untion. 

3.  “ Because  tbe  Commons  seemed  to  think 
this  Bill  is  wanted  ; and,  we  are  persuaded,  it 
is  earnestly  desired  by  the  people,  and  so  wise- 
ly contrived,  by  a solemn  and  strict  oath  of 
purgation,  to  guard  against  secret  corruption  in 
that  place,  w here,  if  ever  it  should  be  preva- 
lent, its  consequences  would  be  most  pernicious 
and  extensive,  that,  we  fear,  we  should  he  ex- 
posed to  some  uncharitable  suspicions,  if  we  did 
not,  in  this  most  authentic  manner  the  consti- 
tution of  parliament  will  allow,  from  a becom- 
ing zeal  to  hinder  the  infection  of  so  mischiev- 
ous an  evil  from  spreading  among  others,  give 
an  undeniable  proof  that  we  are  untainted  with 

3.  “ Because  a member  of  parliament,  who 
is  not  ashamed  to  accept  a gratuity  for  any 
service  which  lie  is  ashamed  publicly  to  avow, 
must  be  conscious  to  himself,  as  we  fear,  that 
he  is  guilty  of  an  immoral  action : and  there- 
fore we  conceive  ourselves  tint  only  obliged 
in  policy*  but  in  conscience,  to  yield  our  assent 
to  a Bill,  that  as  far  as  we  could  apprehend 
upon  the  most  mature-  and  serious  reflection, 
contains  a proper  expedient  in  this  limited 
monarchy,  to  preserve  both  the  innocence  and 
independency  of  elected  legislators,  and  that 
we  bad  reasonable  hopes  would,  in  a great 
measure,  have  prevented  the  danger  of  an  in- 
famous breach  of  trust  of  the  highest  nature, 
reposed  in  eTery  single’  member  of  the  lower 
House,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  com- 
munity ; which  we  think  a crime  that  ought  to  : 
be  dreaded  by  us,  as  good  patriots,  and  that 
we  are  bound  to  abhor  as  sincere  Christians. 

4.  “ Because  we  cannot,  but  with  grief  of 
heart, lament  the  loss  of  that  opportunity  which,  t 
by  enacting  this  Bill  into  a law,  we  assure  our- 
selves bis  Majesty  would  have  embraced  with 

articular  satisfaction,  of  demonstrating  to  all 
is  subjects,  that  he  is  incapable  of  sufiering.au 
improper  use  to  be  made,  by  any  of  his  ser- 
vants, of  that  large  revenue  which  a parlia- 
ment, liberal  beyond  any  example  of  their  pre- 
decessors; so  cheerfully  gave  him ; or  of  enter- 
taining the  least  thought  himself  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  liberties  or  properties  of  his  people, 
by  anynnjostifiable  influence  on  tbeir  represen- 
tatives.  (Signed,)  Bruce,  Berkshire,  Nor- 

thampton, Plymouth,  Bedford,  Foley, 
Gainsborough,  Oxford  and  Mortimer, 
Willoughby  de  Broke,  Gower,  Maynard, 
Alievgnveuny,  Strafford,  Thanet,  War? 
rington,  Aylesforri,  Ancaster,  G.  S. 
Litchfield,  Cadogan,  Bristol,  Coventry,  j 
Bridgwater, Abingdon,  Boyle,  Bathurst.” 

Petilionfrom  the  Sugar  Coloniesin  Jmrrice.] 
Feb.  23.  A Petition  of  several  merchants,  i 
plantr  rs  and  others,  trading  to  and  interested  in 
his  Majesty’s  Sugar  Colonies  in  America,  was 
presented  to  the  House  in  bt-hulf  of  themselres 
and  many  others,  complaining,  “ That  diver* 
within  ha 
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dominions  in  America,  and  elsewhere,  had  of 
lata  years  carried  on  a irade  to  the  foreign 
Sugar-Colonies  in  America, "from  whence  they 
were  supplied  with  sugar,  ruin,  molosses,  and 
their  other  productions,  instead  of  those  from 
our  own  colonies,  as  wail  as  with  foreign  Euro- 
pean goods  and  manufactures,  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  the  laws  in  being,  mid  the  Treaty 
made  with  France  in  1686;  and  as  that  View 
method  of  trade  encreased  and  enriched  the 
colonics  of  other  nations,  so  it  was  injurious  to 
the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  and  greatly  im- 
poverished the  British  Sugar- Colonies ; and 
therefore  the  Petitioners  prayed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  and  such  relief  as  the  House 
should  think  fit."  This  Petition  was  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  a Committee. 

Petition  of  the  Liverpool  Merchants  com- 
plaining of  the  Depredations  of  the  Spuniurds 
in  the  Wcst-Iudies .1  Fi  b.  25.  A Petition  of 
the  corporation  of  Liverpool,  nod  also  of  the 
Merchants  trading  from  that'  Port  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's colonies  iu  the  West-Indie s,  whs  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read  ; “ complaining  of 
their  Sufferings  by  the  continued  Depredations 
of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  treated  such  as  iiad 
fallen  into  their  hands  iu  a very  barbarous  and 
cruel  manner,  anil  praying  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  and  such  redress  as  (he  House 
should  think  fit"  This  Petition  was  referred 
to  a Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

A Motion  for  a List  of  the  Members 
who  had  Pensions  rejected.}  March  3.  The 
Pension'  Bill  having  been  rejected  by  the 
Lords,  a motion  was  made  in  the  Com- 
mons by  Mr.  Sandys,  “ That  a Committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  Member 
of  the  House  had  directly  or  indirectly  any 
Pensions  during  pleasure,  or  for  any  number  of 
years,  or  any  Offices  from  the  crown  holden  in 
trust  for  them,  in  part  or  in  the  whole.” 

Sir  liob.rt  Walpole  called  this  a motion  for 
erecting  the  House  into  a court  of  inquisition; 
and  said,  that  it  justified  the  treatment  which 
the'  Bill  bad  met  with  in  the  other  Home.  He 
added,  that  he  could  not  see  any  possibility  of 
the  ends  of  the  million  being  answered,  unless 
the  House  should  assume  to  itself  powers  un- 
known to  this  constitntion ; a power  of  obliging 
every  gentleman  that  was  suspected  to  accush 
himself,  not  of  any  thing  criminal,  for  there 
could  be  no  crime  in  inking  either  a place  nr  a 
pension  from  the  crown,  but  of  wltai  the  House 
may  construe  to  he  criminal,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  that  construction,  disforuish  half  the 
counties  and  boroughs  in  England  of  their  re- 
presentatives. 

A great  many  gentlemen,  who  were  sus- 
pected to  have  pensions  or  places  in  trust, 
though  they  were  in  their  minds  against  the 
motion,  yet  to  avoid  suspicion  vnred  for  it ; but 
it  was  thrown  out  by  a majority  of  206  against 

Motion  for  a Bill  to  prevent  the  Translation 
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bring  in  a Bill,  ‘ To  prevent  the  Translation  of 
‘ Bishops ;’  which  occasioned  a debate.  In 
support  of  the  motion  it  was  urged,  That  such 
a Bill  was  necessary  to  prevent  a too  great  de- 
pendence of  that  part  of  the.  legislature  upon 
the  Crown.  To  this  the  Courtiers  answered,' 
That  such  a law  would  be  a great  incmach- 
inent  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and 
an  injury  to  the  rights  of  the  clergy. 

Then  the  question  being  put  on  the  motion, 
it  passed  in  the  negative.* 

The  English  Language  Late- Bill  passes  the 
Commons .]  The  same  dny  sir  George  Seville 
presented  to  the  House,  a Bill  to  enacr,  “ That 
all  Proceedings  in  Courts  of  Justice  shall  be  in 
the  English  Language,"  which  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a second  time,  and 
likewise  to  be  printed. 

While  this  Bill  was  depending  in  the  Honse, 
great  opposition  was  made  to  it,  mid  the  prin- 
cipal arguments  insisted  on  were.  That  if  the 
Language  and  Writing  of  the  Law  should  be 
altered,  and  made  according  to  the  modern 
way  of  speakiug  und  writing,  no  one  would  ever 
he  at  the  pains  to  study  tlmt  ancient  language 
und  n riling,  which  most  of  our  old  valuable  Re- 
cords are  wrote  in,  so  that  the  use  of  them 
would  in  a few  years  be  entirely  lost : That  the 
method  of  distributing  justice  was  now  estab- 
lished according  to  a most  concise  and  regular 
form,  which  must  be  entirely  altered,  if  the 
language  and  methods  of  pleading  should  be 
changed:  That  this  would  necessarily  produce 
such  a confusion,  that  it  would  cost  many  years 
painful  and  troublesome  application,  before  the 
new  forms  could  be  settled  in  a certain  and  re- 
gular courseof  proceedings;  so  thntthe  making 
of  those  alterations  would  occasion  greater  de- 
lay of  justice;  give  more  room  to  dangerous 
frauds;  render  the  prosecution  of  the  rights  of 
the  subject  more  difficult  and  expensive;  the 
recovery  of  small  debts  more  impracticable  ; 
and  the  number  of  Atloraics  more  excessive 
than  heretofore. 

To  these  objections  it  was  answered  by  the 
Advocates  for  the  Bill,  That  though  both  the 
language  and-  writing  of  the  law  should  be  air 
tered,  there  would  he  no  danger  of  losing  the 
use  of  our  ancient  Records  ; because,  ns  long 
as  we  have  any  such,  there  always  will.be  soute 
men,  who  cither  out  of  curiosity,  or  foe, the  sake, 
of  gain,  will  make  it  their  business  to  isudgr-.. 
stand  both  the  language  and  character  iu 
which  they  are  wrote,  in  the  same  manner  as,  v»e, 
find  among  us  now  several  gentlemen,  who  make 
it  their  business  to  learn, to  understand  the  bin,-  ' 
guage  and  character  of  manuscripts  much  an- 
cieuter  than  any  ofour  Records:  Tluitn  very  few 
ofsuchLaw  Antiquarians  will  suffice,  considering 


* This  motion  was  generally  supposed  to  be 
owing  to  the  bishop  of  Bangor's  Speech  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  against  the  Pension- Bill,  the 
day  before,  and  to  the  unanimity  which  appear- 
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the  little  occasion  wehave  ii)  any  lavr  proceeding* 
to  have  recourse  to  any  very  ancient  records; 
and  that  when  they  are  made  use  of,,  they  often 
do  more  harm  than  good:  it  being  necessary 
for  every  nation  to  have  private  property  de- 
termined and  ascertained  by  a continued  pos- 
session for  a moderate  term  of  years.  And  as 
to  the  Set  Forms  of  the  law,  it  was  alledged, 
That  we  had  already  too  many  of  them,  and 
that  they  were  of  opinion  that  nothing  so  much 
perplexed  and  retarded  the  proceedings  of  the 
courts  of  justice,  as  a too  nice  observance  of 
the  established  forms  > That  such  forms  are  ge- 
nerally brought,  for  the  soke  of  new  fees,  to 
such  a bulk  by  the  lawyers  of  all  countries, 
that  every  country  have  found  it  necessary 
from  time  to  time  to  curtail  and  abridge  them ; 
That  justice  was  generally  the  most  speedily, 
and  the  most  impartially,  distributed  m those 
places  where  the  fewest  forms  were  observed  : 
That  therefore  they  thought  the  destruction  of 
onr  law  forms  was  a good  argument  for  the  Bill, 
instead  of  being  one  against  it;  because  it  i 
would  take  up  a considerable  time,  before  the  ' 
lawyers  could  again  perplex  the  course  of  .jus-  ' 
tice,  with  a number  of  useless  forms  and  cere- 
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The  Bill  was  afterwards  passed  and  ordered 
up  to  the  Lords. 


The  Commons  consider  of  the  Petitions  of  the 
Merchants  relating  to  the  Spanish  Depreda- 
tions.'] March  5.  The  House,  in  a grand  com- 
mittee, considered  of  the  Petitions  of  the  Mer- 
chants of  Bristol  and  Liverpool,  relating  to  the 
depredations  of  tire  Spaniards : and  after  hear- 
ing counsel  for  the  petitioners,  and  examining 
several  captains  and  owners  of  ships,  who  gave 
i account  of  a very  great  number  of  British 


it  any  just  pretence  of  their  having  been 
carrying  on  any  contraband  trade  with  any  of 
the  Spanish  dominions,  came  to  the  following 
Resolutions,  vjz.  1.  “ That  the  Petitioners 
bad  fully  proved  and  made  good  the  allegations 
of  their  Petition.  2.  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  continue  his  endeavours 
to.  prevent  the  Depredations  of  the  Spaniards 
for  the  future;  to  procure  full  satisfaction  for 
the  damages  then  sustained ; and  to  secure  to 
the  British  subjects  the  full  and  uninterrupted  ex- 
ercise of  their  trade  and  navigation  to  and  from 
the  British  Colonies  in  America.”  These  Reso- 


Tlien  a motion  was  made  for  the  following 
Amendment  to  the  above  Address,  viz.  • And 
‘ to  procure  a foil,  prompt  nud  speedy  satisfac- 
* tion ;’  on  which  there  was  a long  debate. 
Those  who  were  for  the  motion  insisted,  That 
it  was  the  business  of  parliament  to  protect, 
or  take  care  that  the  subjects  should  be  pro- 
tected from  all  injuries  and  wrongs  both  at 
home  and  abroad ; and  that  the  case  before 
them  was  an  injury  of  so  high  a nature,  that  it 
required  not. > louly. lafcefliDjii  bait! 'aiiprhuipt  aad'1 


speedy,  redress.  The  Courtiers  hereupon  ei 


words  would  look  a 
dence  in  his  Majesty’s  conduct  and  coucernJor  ' 
the  good  of  his  subjects.  At  last  the  question 
being  put,  it  was  carried  against  adding  those 
words,  hy  207  against  135. 

March  22.  Upon  the  Report,  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  Petition  of  the  Merchants 
trading  to,  and  interested  in,  his  Majesty’s 
Sugar  Colonies  in  America  had  been  relerred, 
a Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  for  better 
securing  and  encouraging  the  trade  of  those 
Colonies. 

March  26.  The  said  Bill  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  committed. 

April  14.  The  said  Bill  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed,  but  was  afterwards  dropt  hi 
the  Lords. 


Motion-  in  the  Commons  for  an  Address  to  the 
King  to  discharge  the  12,000  Hessian  Forces .] 
Aprd  30.  A motion  was  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion put,  “ That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  desire  his  Majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously 
pleased  for  the  case  of  his  subjects  of  this  king- 
dom, to  give  orders  for  discliargiug  the  12,000 
men  of  the  troops  of  die  landgrave  of  liesse- 
Csssel,  then  in  the  pay  of  his  Majesty  as  king 
of  Great  Britain  But  after  some  debate,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 


Debate  in  the  Lords  on  a Motion  for  on  Ad-  \ 
dress  to  the  King  to  discharge  the  12,000  J 
Hessian  Forces.]  May  1.  A motion  was  made  ii 
by  lord  Bathurst,  “ That  an  Address  he  pre-  | 
sented  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  to  desire  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased,  for  the  ease  of  bis  ■ 
subjects,  to  giye  directions  for  discharging  the  1 
Hessian  Troops  now  in  the  pay  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.” His  lordship  was  supported  by  lord 
Carteret,  the  earisof  Strafford  and  Winchelsea, 
lord  Gower,  and  lord  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
who  spoke  for  the  question,  nud  argued  the  ne- 
cessity of  discharging  the  said  Troops,  espe- 
cially now  that  a peace  is  made  with  the  empeii 
ror;  and  that  there  is  so  good  a prospect  of  the 
other  powers  acceding  thereto.  Bui  the  dukes 
of  Newcastle  and  Argyle,  the  earls  ofllay  and 
Scarborough,  and  the  lord  King  alledged, 

‘ That  it  was  not  reasonable  to  discharge  the 
said  Troops,  before  the  ratification  wus  arrived 
from  Vienna,  and  the  principal  powers  hud  ac- 
ceded thereto ; besides  that  Ins  Majesty  ought  < 
to  have  the  merit  of  discharging  the  said  Troops 
himself,  who,  it  was  not  to  be  doubted,  would 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  so  doing,  whether*,  I 
he  was  addressed  or  not:  That  »hut  was  chiefly  1 | 
contended  for,  was  perhaps  not  above  a month’s 
pay  for  the  said  Troops,  since  it  was  likely  that . 
in  that  rime  they  might  be  discharged  by  his 
Majesty ; and  that  the  keeping  up  of  these 
Troops  had  induced  the  emperor  to  agree  to  a 


At  last,  the  question  heing  put,  on  a division,1' 
it  passed  in  the  negative,  by  73  against  22. 


■ Dvbutiiiii  (£fte  'Lohrfs  inihe  English  L»  nguagt 
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J Cato  JSJW.'I  May  3.  The  Lurch,  in  a Committee 
on  tl,e  English  Law-bill,  went  through  the  same 
after  debate. , Those  who  were  against  it,  al- 
ledged, That  great  difficulties  would  arise  in 
translating  the  jaw  out  of  Larin  into  English  ; 
and  instead  of  being  an  ease  to  the  people,  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  theoccasion  of  great  disputes, 
and  multiply  law  suits,  in  regard  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  English  words  f and 

Lord  Raymoud  saying,  That  if  the  bill  passed 
the  law  must  likewise  bo  translated  into  Welch, 
since  many  in  Wales  understood  not  English. 

The  Duse  of  Argyle  replyed,  That  the  mean- 
ing of  the  law  had  been  long  understood  by  the 
interpreters  thereof,  the  Judges,  and  would  sure- 
ly he  so  when  translated : That  our  prayers 
were  in  our  native  tongue  that  they  might  be  in- 
telligible, and  why  should  not  the  laws,  wherein 
our  lives  and  properties  arc  concerned,  be  so, 
for  the  same  reason  i His  gracp  added, 1 That 
he  was  glad  to  see  that  the  said  lord,  perhaps 
as  wise  and  learned  as  any  thnt  ever  sat  in  that 
House,  had  nothing  more  to  offer  against  the 
bill  than  a joke.’ 

Other  Lords  instanced,  That  in  the  reign 
of  king  Edward'S,  an  act  of  parliament  passed 
‘ For  Imving  the  laws  in  English,  and  not  -in 
French,  as  they  then  were,  for  the  ease  of  the 

After  this  a debate  arose  about  the  law-pro- 
ceedings being  wrote  in  a plain  legible  hand,  and 
■not  in  any  court-hand  ; wherein 

The  Earl  of  Ilay  said,  ‘ That  in  Scotland 
tliey  had  come  to  that  pass,  that  writs,  which 
were  to  be  executed  by  sheriffs,  were  wrote 
iu  characters  so  hard  to  be  read,  that  the 
sheriffs  knew  nothing  of  the  contents;’  his 
lordship  therefore  moved  for  an  amendment  to 
the  Bill,  vir.  “ That  the  proceedings  in  the  ex- 
chequer of  Scotland,  be  also  wrote  in  a plain 
legible  hand,”  which  was  agreed  to;  as  like- 
wise that  the  Records  lie  •wrote  in  the  same 
hand  ns  Acts  of  Parliament  are  engrossed. 
The  next  day  the  Lords  passed  the  said 
Bill. 

Petitions  against  (hr  Charitable  Corpora- 
tion.]  The  abuse  of  the  Charitable  Corpora- 
tion was  a public  nuisance,  which  was  enquired 
into.  During  this  session,  several  petitious 
were  brought  up  against  it ; one  particularly, 
from  the  City  of  Lonrtoe,  complaining, “ That  tlic 
Corporation,  called  the  Charitable  Corporation, 
for  the  reliefof  the  indostrions  poor,  by  assisting 
them  with  small  sums  of  moneyat  legal  interests, 
do  lend  large  sums  on  goods  bought  on  credit 
by  ill-designing  persons,  and  do  exact  and  take 
exorbitant  and  unreasonable  rates,  and  sell  the 
goods  pledged,  if  not  redeemed  ia  the  time  sti- 
pulated, at  sneh  low  rates,  ns  no  foir  trader  can 
afford  them  ; and  several  other  acts,  contrary 
Mthe  true  intent  of  their  charter,  repugnant  to 
the  public  good,  and  prejudicial  to  the  fair  tra- 
der." 

The  Petition  was  presented  at  the  bar  by  the 
sheriffs  of  Lomtofc;  haflA  <bgini&irtefrrned  ito-eau 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  was  followed 
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by  another  from  the  Merchants  and  other  tra- 
ders in  the  city  of  London,  complaining,  “ That 
uldiough  the  laws,  for  lessening  the  interest  of 
money,  are  the  support  of  trade,  and  of  common 
benefit  to  mankind,  yet  divers  persons  have 
contrived  various  ways  tn  evade  their  force ; 
and  others,  as  a corporation,  have  also  carried 
on  the  same  pernicious  practices  to  a greater 
degree,  by  misusing  and  abusing  a charter, 
granted  by  the  late  queen,  for  relief  of  the  poor, 
by  assisting  them  with  small  sums  on  pledges,  at 
legal  interest,  and  aating  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  of-tbat  grant,  under  colour  whereof,  they 
lend  very  great  sums  to  ill-minded  and  necessi- 
tous persons  on  pawns,  for  which,  under  pre- 
tence of  warehonse-room,  insurance,  and  such- 
like evasions,  they  take  such  exorbitant  rates, 
as  no  fair  trade  can  afford,  to  the  destruction 
of  trade  and  credit,  the  oppression  of  the  poor, 
and  the  encouraging  ill-designing  persons  to 
take  up  goods  on  credit,  pawn  the  same  for 
ready  money,  and  then  withdraw  from  their 
creditors : and  praying,  that  the  law  may  be 
made  more  effectual  against  usury  and  exac- 
tion.’’ This  Petition  was  referred  to  the  same 
committee  as  the  last  was,  as  was  another  Peti- 
tion, of  the  same  nature,  from  the  silk  and 
worsted  manufacturers  in  Spitallields. 

'On  the  other  hand,  the  Directors  and  others, 
concerned  in  the  Corporation,  procured  a 
Petition,  said  to  be  signed  by  divers  merchants, 
traders,  and  others,  in  London,  and  the  suburbs 
thereof,  in  favour  of  the  Corporation  ; and  the 
Corporation  itself  petitioned  to  be  heard  by- 
counsel,  against  the  Petitions  from  the  city  of 
London,  which  was  granted. 

Though  the  Petitions  against  the  Corporation 
were  founded  upon  tht  general  principles  of 
trade,  yet  there  was  great  suspicion  at  the  same 
time,  of  the  most  flagrant  abuses  having  been 
introduced  into  the  management  of  the  capital 
of  the  proprietors,  by  the  indolence  or  conni- 
vance of  the  directors,  and  the  iniquity  of  their 
servants.  This  suspicion  was  strengthened, 
when  several  servants  belonging  to  the  Corpo- 
ration endeavoured  to  abscond  from  being  ex- 
amined before  the  committee,  to  whom  the 
above  petitions,  and  several  others,  agninst  the 
Corporation,  were  referred.  All  the  effect, 
however,  that  the  Petitions  against  the  Corpo- 
ration, produced  during  this  session,  was.  a 
Resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  by  Mr. 
Conduit,  the  chairman,  and  unanimously 
agreed,  to  by  theHouse,  “ Thnt  the  Corporation 
had  taken  for  large  sums  they  had  lent,  ten  per 
ceut.  under  colour  and  pretence  of  reasonable 
costs  and  clmrees,  and  that  the  Corporation 
ought  therefore  to  he  regulated  aud  restrained." 
And  n Bill  was  accordingly  ordered  in,  for  regu- 
lating the  Leuding  Money  upoti  pledges,  and 
for  preventing  usury  nnd  extortion. 

The  King's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Ses- 
sion.] May  7.  The  King  came  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  tlie  Commons  being  come  thither, 
vhisMniiestj'jtBada-iiqfcfew'isigjSpeeeh  to  both 
Houses: 
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“ My  Lord*  nnd  Gentlemen, 

“ It  is  a great  pleasure-  to  me,  that,  at  the  close 
of  this  session  of  parliament,  1 am  able  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  the  hopes  I had  conceived  and 
given  you,  of  seeing  very  suddenly  a happy 
eriod  put  to  the  troubles  and  disorders  which 
ad  been  so  long  apprehended,  are  now,  by  the 
Treaty  signed  at  Vienna,  answered  and  accom- 
plished. 

“ A project  of  a Convention  betwixt  the 
. Emperor  and  the  Maritime  powers,  for  accom- 
modating i be  differences  and  disputes  that  were 
subsisting,  having  been  formed,  the  Treaty  is 
concluded  and  signed  by  me  and  the  Emperor; 
and  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  States 
General,  the  forms  of  that  government  not  ad- 
mitting a previous  concert  in  a negotiation  of 
this  nature  ; and,  as  this  Treaty  principally 
regards  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville, 
it  is  likewise  communicated  to  the  courts  of 
France  and  Strain,  as  parties  to  the  treaty  of 
Seville : and  I have  just  received  advice,  that 
the  ratifications  between  me  and  the  Emperor 
are  .exchanged. 

“ The  Conditions  and  Engagements,  which  I 
have  entered  into  upon  this  occasion,  are  agree- 
able to  that  necessary  concern,  which  this  na- 
tion must  always  have  for  the  security  and  pre- 
servation of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe : 
and  as  the  uncertain  and  violent  state  of  affairs, 
to  which  Europe  was  reduced,  and  the  mischiefs 
of  an  immediate  general  war,  which  began  to 
be  thought  unavoidable,  are  now  removed ; 
this  happy  turn  duly  improved, with  a just  regard 
to  our  former  Alliances  which  it  shall  be  my 
care  to  preserve,  gives  us  a favorable  prospect 
•i  seeing  the  public  tranquillity  re-established. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  Rouse  of  Commons, 

“ I return  you  my  thanks  for  the  effectual 
Supplies,  which  you  have  granted  me  for  the 
service  of  tbe  present  year,  and  for  the  proper 
disposition  you  have  made  of  the  Public  Funds, 
towards  lessening  and  discharging  the  National 
Debt : The  remarkable  dispatch  and  unani- 
mity which  you  have  shewn,  at  this  critical  con- 
juncture, has  added  very  much  to  tbe  credit 
and  weight  of  your  proceedings  ; and  you  shall 
fiud  as  great  a readiness  on  my  part  to  ease  the 
burthensof  my  people,  as  soon  as  the  circum- 
stances and  situation  of  affairs  will  admit  of 
it,  as  you  have  shewn  to  raise  the  Supplies  ne- 
cessary for  the  service  of  the  public. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I hope  at  your  return  into  the  country, 
you  will  find  all  attempts  to  raise  a spirit  of  dis- 
content among  my  people,  by  unjust  clamours 
and  misrepresentations,  vain  and.  ineffectual. 
All  malicious  insinuations  to  the  prejudice  of 
my  measures  must  surely  vanish,  when  it  shall 
appear  that  my  first  and  principal  care  has  been 
for  the  interest  and. honour  of  this  kingdom. 
Let  it  be  your  endeavour  to  remove  all  ground- 
less jealousies  and  apprehensions,  that  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  this  nation  may  be  as  general,  us 
it  is  my  earnest  desire  that  their  happiness 
may  be ; let  all  my  people,  let  all  orders  of 
men  enjo^iqlifedy-'aiMetoeiVKU^ 
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privileges,  and  indulgences,  which  by  law  they' 
are  emitted  to ; let  no  innovations  disturb  any 
part  of  my  subjects  in  the  possession  of  their 
legal  property  : let  all  that  are  zealous  in  the 
support  of  me  and  my  government  partake  in! 
common  tbe  benefits  of  the  present  happy  es. 
tablishmcnt ; and  let  your  good  will  to  one  ' 
another  be  as  extensive  as  my  protection,  which ' 
all  my  good  and  faithful  subjects  have  an  equal] 
right  to,  and  may  equally  depend  upon.” 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the 
Parliament  to  the  27tb  of  July.*  It  was  af.  j, 
terwards  farther  prorogued  to  the  13th  of  I 
January. 


1TFTII  SESSION 
SEVENTH  PARLIAMENT 


GREAT  BRITAIN; 

The  King’s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Session.]  [I 
January  13,  1732.  The  Parliament  being  met  1 
in  pursuance  of.neir  last  prorogation,  his  Ma-  . 


•“The  state  of  tbe  nation  during  the  re-  1 
mainder  of  the  year  1731  was  far  from  being 
tranquil : the  violence  of  party  pamphlets 
continued  to  such  a degree,  that  even  tbe  most 
sacred  repositories  of  friendship  were  broken 
up  and  exposed  to  every  vulgar  eye.  This 
served  only  to  exasperate  matters,  and  to  re  is- 
der  party  controversies  merely  personal.  It 
was  generally  supposed  to  be  somewhat  of  that 
kind,  which  prevailed  upon  bis  Majesty  in 
council  to  strike  the  name  of  Mr.  William 
Pulteney  out’  of  the  list  of  the  privy  counsel- 
lors, and  bis  Majesty  farther  ordered,  That  the  ; 
said  William  Puileney  be  put  out  of  all  com-: 
missions  of  the  peace ; and  that  the  several  I] 
lords  lieutenants  who  have  given  him  cominis- J 
sions,  do  revoke  the  same ; and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  Majesty’s  ■ 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  were  directed  to  I 
give  the  necessary  orders  therein.”  Tindal.  S 
“ July  12,  was  to  have  come  on  the  trial  oflJ 
Mr.  Franklin,  the  bookseller,  for  printing  the  .1 
Craftsman  of  the  22nd  of  January  last.  A 
vast  crowd  of  spectators  of  all  ranks  and  con-  j 
ditions  were  gathered  about  the  court  to  hear  1 
the  said  trial,  and  the  court  was  crowded  with  J 
noblemen  nnd  gentlemen,  particularly  my  lord  I 
Winchelsea,  my  lord  Bathurst,  Mr.  Pulteney, 
sir  William  Wyndbam,  sir  William  Young,  &c.  1 
but  when  the  jury  came  to  be  called,  there , ] 
were  but  II  of  the  24  appeared;  whereuponll 
some  debates  ensued  about  adding  one  to  the'  J 
jury,  or  calling  a new  jury ; at  last  the  trial  was  , 
put  off  till  next  term.  It  was  remarkable  that 
Mr.  Pulteney,  who  is  presumed  to  be  one  of  the; 
patrons  of  that  weekly  paper,  was  loudlTfl 
huzza’d  by  the  populace  as  lie  went  out  ot 
Westminster-halL.  Which  shews  tbe  fondness 

of  the  people  of  England  for  the  liberty  of  the 

^^^plbifl.ibiary  Bfeilisalion  tpuiitical  State.  1 1 
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jesty  made  the  following  Speech  to  both 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ It  is  a great  pleasure  to  me,  that  I am 
able  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  expectations 
which  I have  from  time  to  time  given  you,  of 
seeing  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe  restored 
and  established,  are  now  fully  answered. 

“ The  share  of  credit  and  influence,  which 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain  has  had  in  bringing 
about  ibis  diflicult  and  desirable  work,  and 
which  redounds  so  much  to  the  honour  nnd  in- 
terest of  this  nation  ; ns  it  is  universally  con- 
fessed abroad,  will,  I am  confident,  bengreea- 
bie  to  my  people,  and  acknowledged  with  gra- 
titude by  you. 

I “ It  is  well  known,  that  from  the  time  of  con  - 
eluding  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  the  several 
courts  of  Europe  have  beeii  employed  in  finding 
means  to  execute  what  the  principal  powers 
, had  agreed  to,  for  the  Succession  of  Tuscany 
j nnd  Parma,  in  favour  of  an  infant  of  Spain; 

but  the  various  jarring  and  contending  interests, 

! hard  lo  be  reconciled  and  united  in  effectuating 
a point  of  so  much  importance  ; the  extended 
views  and  hopes  of  obtaining  on  every  side  far- 
ther advantages ; and  the  natural  jealousies  and 
distrusts  arising  among  the  several  powers  con- 
cerned, from  such  opposite  principles  and  pur- 
poses, had  kept  in  suspence  and  unexecuted, 

! what  the  court  of  Spain  had  very  much  at  heart; 

and  occasioned  such  troubles  nnd  disturbances, 
as  embarrassed  the  affairs  of  Europe  lor  many 
years,  and  particularly  affected  the  interests  uf 
this  nation. 

“ You  have  from  time  to  time  been  informed 
of  the  different  measures  nnd  negotiations,  that 
have  on  ail  sides  been  carrying  on  during  this 
long  unsettled  state  of  affairs;  and  you  have 
enabled  me  to  persevere  iu  maintaining  the 
rights  and  possessions  of  this  kingdom,  mid  in 
■preserving  the  peace  and  balance  of  Europe. 

“ The  Preliminary  Articles  and  the  subse- 
quent transactions  thereupon  not  answering 
the  expectations  of  the  court  of  Spain,  aud 
creating  a coolness  and  dissatisfaction  among 
tile  contracting  parties  of  (he  first  Treaty  of 
Vienna,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Treaty  of 
1 Seville,  and  tliereby  dissolved  that  unioo,  which 
bad  raised  so  many  apprehensions,  and  so  Jong 
I alarmed  the  world. 

“ The  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville  was 
the  great  difficulty  that  still  remained  ; and 
this,  unsurmoun cable  as  it  was  thought,  I have 
by  your  support,  and  by  the  confidence  you  re- 
posed in  me,  been  able  to  overcome  by  just  and 
honourable  Treaties,  without  Cuming  to  extre- 
mities, and  without  tiie  hazard  and  ex  pence  of 
a general  rupture,  or  kindling  a war  in  any  part 
of  Europe. 

“ Parma  and  Placentia  nre  now  in  the  actual 
possession  of  the  Infant  Dou  Carlos;  the  6,000 
Spaniards  are  quietly  admitted  nnd  quartered 
in  the  Dutchy  of  Tuscany,  to  secure,  by  the 
express  consent  and  agreement  of  the  great 
duke,  the  reversion  of  his  dominions  ; and  a 


of  Spain  and  Tuscany,  for  preserving  peace  and 
friendship  between  those  two  Houses,  during 
the  life  of  the  Great  Duke. 

“ For  perfecting  nnd  finishing  this  tedious 
work,  conducted  through  u senes  of  inGnite 
changes  and  vicissitudes,  and  incumbered  with 
nil  the  differeut  views  of  interest  and  ambition, 
l concluded  tiie  late  Treaty  of  Vienna  ; where- 
in I have  entered  into  no  Engagements  contrary 
to  former  Treaties,  or  tending  eitiier  to  aggran- 
dize or  reduce  the  power  or  weight  of  any  po- 
tentate, calculated  purely  for  preserving  a due 
balance,  nnd  to  avoid  such  confusion,  us  new 
changes  aud  convulsions  upon  future  events 
would  unavoidably  create,  and  wherein  Great- 
Briiain  could  never  stund  by,  and  be  an  idle 
spectator. 

“ When  this  shall  he  duly  considered,  and  it 
shall  he  seen  that  the  wounds  which  have  been 
long  bleeding  are  intirely  healed,  groundless 
jealousies  will  cease,  ill  humours  will  subside, 
nnd  peace  and  good  harmony  return  together ; 
all  diffidence  and  distrust,  the  natural  effect  of 
repeated  delays,  artfully  instilled  and  indus- 
triously improved  nnd  aggravated,  will  be  re- 
moved ; and  mutual  satisfaction  be  the  conse- 
quence of  (he  punctual  nnd  effectual  perform- 
ance of  all  engagements  on  our  side,  which  will 
ever  be  remembered  with  great  regard  and 
honour  to  this  crown  and  nation,  nnd  leave  an 
indispensible  ohligatinu  upon  those  that  are  im- 
mediately concerned,  to  make  such  returns  as 
honour  nnd  justice  call  for  and  demand. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

“ The  Estimates  for  the  service  of  the  current 
year  shall  he  prepared  and  laid  before  you, 
which  you  will  observe  to  be  considerably  lest 
than  those  of  former  years : It  is  a pleasure  to 
me  to  give  ease  to  my  subjects,  whenever  the 
welfare  of  the  public  will  admit  of  it.  You 
have  seen  the  happy  effects  of  your  former  zeal 
and  resolution  ; success  has  attended  my  mea- 
sures, and  you  reap  the  fruit  of  my  endeavours 
and  of  your  confidence  in  me  ; and  it  must  be 
a satisfaction  to  you  to  reflect,  that  all  tiie  ex- 
pences,  which  you  have  lately  made,  ere  amply 
recompensed  by  preventing  and  avoiding  far 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

" This  happy  situation  of  nffairs,  I promise 
myself,  will  inspire  you  all  with  such  temper 
and  unanimity,  and  such  a seasonable  zeal  for 
the  public  good,  as  becomes  a parliament  sen- 
sible of  the  great  blessings  they  enjov  : The 
duty  and  affections  of  ray  subjects  are  all  the  re- 
turn I desire  for  my  paternal  love  and  concern 
for  them.  My  government  has  no  security, 
but  what  is  equally  conducive  to  your  happiness 
and  to  the  protection  of  my  people  ; and  your 
prosperity  nns  uo  foundation,  but  in  the  de- 
fence and  support  of  tny  government : our 
safety  is  mutual,  our  interests  are  inseparable."* 

• “ It  is  very  plain,  Irum  the  whole  tenor  of 
this  Speech,  which  is  uuusually  lodg.  that  his 
Majesty  and  his  ministers  imagined  the  sucf"“ 


vis 
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The  Lords'  Address  of  Thanh.']  His  Mn- 
jesty  being  withdrawn,  the  earl  of  Marchmont 
moved  the  following  Address  of  Thanks,  which 
was  agreed  lo  and  presented  the  next  day  : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
•objects  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempornl  in 
parliament  assembled,  come  with  liearts  full  of 
duty  and  gratitude  to  return  the  humble  Thanks 
of  this  House  for  your  Majesty's  most  gra- 
cious Speech  from  the  throne. 

“ We  should  appear  insensible  of  our  own 
happiness,  and  disregardful  of  the  honour  of 
this  nation,  if  we  did  not  beg  leave  to  con- 
gratulate your  Majesty,  on  your  having  mnde 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain  so  great  and  signal 
an  instrument  of  restoring  and  securing  the  ge- 
neral tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  that  in  a man- 
ner the  must  advantageous  and  most  honour- 
able to  this  kingdom  : Such  is  the  success  we 
may  ju3tly  expect  will  ever  aticnd  the  measures 
of  your  Majesty,  pursuing  steadily  the  irue 
interest  of  your  people,  and  assisted  witli  the 
advice  and  support  of  a British  parliament. 

“ Your  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  recapitulate  the  several  treaties  and  nego- 
tiations framed  and  carried  on,  during  many 
years  past,  fur  the  adjusting  the  different  in- 
terests and  interfering  views  of  the  great  pow- 
ers of  Europe,  which,  though  calculated  with 
*be  greatest  wisdom  and  justice  for  eo  desirable 
an  end,  have,  through  a long  scene  of  violent 
contentions,  met  with  those  unavoidable  delays, 
which  your  Majesty,  in  tenderness  to  your  sub- 
jects, and  out  of  nn  anxiety  for  their  happiness, 
has  so  often  been  pleased  to  regret  from  the 
throne.  We  have  now  the  great  satisfaction 
to  observe,  that  those  very  difficulties  and  dis- 
tractions, tlibsejarring  and  contending  interests, 
opposite  in  the  public  good,  and  to  each  other, 
have,  by  your  Majesty’s  wisely  improving  each 
critical  conjuncture,  by  reconciling  mutual  pre- 
tensions and  claims,  or  by  defeating  and  dis- 
uniting dangerous  leagues  and  conjunctions, 
and  above  nil,  by  an  uninterrupted  persever- 
ance in  maintaining  the  rights  and  possessions 
of  this  kingdom,  been  each  mnde  subservient 
and  contributing  in  various  ways,  to  the  great 
work  of  peace,  which  your  Majesty  has  so  long 
laboured  to  procure  for  us,  and  has  now  hap- 
pily accomplished. 

“ The  difficulties  that  attended  the  execution 


the  mouth  of  all  opposition,  and  have  satisfied 
the  nation.  It  is  certain,  that  the  nnti-minis- 
teriul  party,  during  the  recess  of  parliament, 
had  Tepentedly  affirmed,  both  in  their  conversa- 
tion aud  writings,  that  don  Carlos  never  could 
he  quietly  settled,  tlint  the  nation  was  upon 
the  eve  of  a war  with  France,  and  that  the  ne- 
gotiations with  the  emperor  must  prove  abor- 
tive, or  detrimental  10  Grpat  Britain.  They 
■were  mistaken  in  all  those  conjectures,  but 
their  opposition  continued  as  strong  as  ever; 
though  they  had,  since  the  last  session,  rereived 
a great  blow  by  the  death  Of  Mr.  Daniel  Pul- 
ley” | Menage  digitized  l-v  die  l diversity  ol 


of  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  without  coming  to  an 
open  rupture,  and  trusting  to  the  uncertain 
event  of  war,  so  much  the  grounds  of  just  con- 
cern and  apprehensions  in  some,  and  of  secret 
hopes,  or  even  bonsts  of  others,  have  been  en- 
tirely removed,  with  the  express  convent  of 
those  princes,  who  alone  claimed  a fight  t<>  op- 
pose it,  aud  who  have  themselves  become  par- 
ties in  the  oinking  it  effectual ; aud  such  have 
been  the  happy  consequences  of  your  Ma- 
jesty’s measures,  that  the  most  successful  war 
in  which  11s  experience  teaches  us  the  pros! 
perous  do  not  always  reap  the  advantage, 
could,  at  the  ex  pence  of  the  blood  and  treasure 
of  ibis  nntion,  have  produced  only  that  quiet 
and  just  balance  of  power,  which  your  Majesty, 
by  negotiations,  and  just  and  lioaoumble 
treaties,  has  established. 

“ Your  Majesty  has  not  only  given  imme- 
diate peace  to  your  kingdums,  and  extinguished 
those  flames  that  must  very  soou  have  embroil- 
ed all  Europe,  but  in  the  finishing  this  glorious 
design  has  carried  yet  farther  your  great  views 
for  the  public  tranquillity,  by  framing  and  con- 
cluding the  late  treaty  of  Vienna  ; u hereby  the 
dangers  which  too  evidently  appeared  likely  to 
arise,  or  new  differences  and  confusions  upon 
future  events,  are,  as  far  as  human  prudeuce 
can  operate,  obviated  and  prevented,  without 
entering  into  any  engagements  contrary  to 
former  treaties,  nr  having  a tendency  to  raise 
or  depress  any  power  abroad:  And  it  is  from 
this  bnppy  situation  of  affairs,  we  may  reasonably 
hope,  thut  by  our  duly  supporting  and  defend- 
ing yttur  Majesty's  government  at  home,  Great 
Britain,  instead  of  being  necessarily  involved 
in  new  troubles  and  emulsions,  may  with 
safety,  ease,  anti  honour,  sirare  with  our  allies 
the  happy  lieoefitsof  a general  pence. 

“ .The  whole  series  of  your  Majesty’s  artions 
had  already  proclaimed  the  gracious  declara- 
tion, which  your  Majesty  in  your  great  good- 
ness. has  been  pleased  to  make  from  the  throne, 
Thai  the  safety  of  die  ci  on  n and  of  the  people 
is  mutual,  and  that  their  interests  are  inse- 
parable. This  lays  us  under  the  highest  ob- 
ligations to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will 
proceed  in  discharging  the  trust  reposed  in  as, 
with  such  temper  and  unanimous  veal  for  the 
public  good,  as  becomes  a House  of  Parliament, 
truly  faithful  and  affectionate  to  the  prince  that 
reigns  over  them,  fully  sensible  that  our  rights 
and  liberties  depend  on  the  strength  and  se- 
curity of  your  Majesty's  government,  and  en- 
deavouring to  merit,  in  some  measure,  the 
blessings  we  enjoy:’' 

The  King’s  Answer.]  To  this  Address  hi> 
Majesty  gave  the  following  Answer: 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ I thank  you  for  this  affectionate  ami  loyal 
Address.  As  the  interests  of  my  people,  and 
the  securing  the  peace  aud  bulance  of  power 
in  Europe,  has  been  ory  chief  care  and  con- 
cern, the  satisfaction  you  shew  in  the  succc* 
of  my  endeavours  cannot  but  be  extremely  BO- 
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“ Yon  may  depend upon  my  favour  and  pro- 
tection; and  f am  persuaded  I may  always  rely 
upon  your  duty  and  support." 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address  of 
Thanhs.]  The  Commons  being  returned  to 
their  House,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  bis  Ma- 
jesty’s Speech,  and  thereupon, 

The  Lord  Tyrcmnel*  rose  up,  and nfter  hav- 
ing enumerated  the  many  difficulties  this  nn- 
tioii  was  brought  under  by  the  intrigues  of  our 
enemies  abroad,  and  the  many  dangers  and 
expences  we  should  have  been  inevitably  in- 
volved in,  if  the  war  with  which  Europe  was 
threatened,  had  not  been  prevented  by  iiis  Ma- 
jesty’s great  foresight  and  wise  measures ; by 
the  good  success  of  which  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe  was  settled  and  established  upon  a firm 
nnd  lasting  foundation;  his  lordship  moved, 

“ That  nil  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  to  return  his  Majesty  the  Thanks  of 
this  House  for  his  most  gracious  Speech  from 
the  throne;  to  declare  our  highest  satisfaction 
in  seeing  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe  re- 
stored anti  established  by  his  Majesty's  credit 
and  influence,  with  so  much  glory  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  nnd  honour  to  this  nation; 
to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  his  Majesty’s 
unwearied  ende.tvours  for  the  happiness  of  his 
people,  and  his  goodness  in  pursuing  with 
steadiness  and  constancy  such  measures,  as  bc-st 
conduced  to  the  preserving  the  rights  and  pos- 
sessions of  these  kingdoms;  to  express  our  just 
sense  of  his  .Majesty's  great  wisdom,  in  being 
able  to  surmount  the  various  difficulties  that  so 
long  embarassed  the  affairs  of  Europe,  nnd  par- 
ticularly affected  the  interests  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  by  pncific  measures  and  negotiations  to 
bring  to  a happy  Conclusion  the  disputes,  that 
for  many  years  had  been  subsisting  and  de- 
pending; and  by  just  and  honourable  treniies 
to  settle  and  re-establish  the  public  tranquillity, 
without  the  hazard  and  expence  of  a general 
rupture,  or  kindling  a war  m any  port  of  Eu- 
rope; to  assure  his  Majesty  that  this  House, 
sensible  of  the  happy  effects  of  the  confidence 
so  just  ly  reposed  in  his  Majesty,  and  the  bless- 
ings we  enjoy  under  his  government,  will  with 
cheerfulness  grant  the  Supplies  nrcelsnry  lor 
the  service  of  the  current  year,  for  the  defence 
and  support  of  his  Majesty's  government,  anti 
for  the  security  and  protection  of  his  people.” 
His  lordship  was  seconded  by 

Mr.  CtuUerbucI; *,  who  explained  the  several 
jarring  interests  of  Europe,  which  hod  all  been 
happily  reconciled  by  his  Majesty's  wisdom  nnd 
good  conduct ; nnd  added,  That  as  our  secu- 
rity depends  upon  the  preservation  of  ibe  ba- 
lance of  power  in  Europe,  we  could  not  in 
common  prudence  have  sat  unconcerned,  nnd 
seen  any  one  of  the  powers  of  Europe  swal- 
lowed up  by  another : that  if  any  war  had 
broke  oat,  we  mnst  necessarily  have  been  con- 


* The  Historical  Register  says,  by  mistake, 
the  lord  Harvey.  But  see  the  Journals. 

* Made  oneol  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
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cemed,  and  every  man  was  sensible  of  the 
fatal  effects  such  n war  might  hnve  been  at- 
tended with:  i hat  we  were  now  free  from  all 
such  apprehensions;  and  as  the  present  hap- 
inesS  and  tranquillity  not  only  of  this  nation, 
ut  of  Europe  in  general,  was  owing  to  the 
prudent  and  pacific  measures  pursued  by  hi* 
Majesty,  he  could  not  but  approve  of  the 
terms  of  addressing  proposed,  and  therefore  he 
seconded  the  motion. 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  stood  up,  and  spoke  at 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker: 

I shall  join  with  all  my  heart  in  nn  Address 
of  Thanks  to  his  Majesty,  for  his  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  throne ; but  I cannot  agree 
with  descending  so  far  into  particulars,  as  are 
contained  in  the  motion  made  by  the  noble 
lord  who  spoke  first,  and  seconded  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  spoke  last.  The 
Treaties,  upon  which  it  is  pretended,  that  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe  nnd  I lie  hnppiness  of  this 
natiou  are  so  firmly  nnd  lastingly  established, 
ure  uot  nmv  before  the  House ; and  therefore, 
from  my  own  knowledge,  I can  say  nothing 
about  them,  nor  can  I form  u judgment  of  the 
honour  or  advantage  which  will  from  tbence 
accrue  to  ibis  kingdom:  hut  if  I judge  from 
what  I bear  or  see.  abroad  in  the  world,  I must 
be  of  opinion,  that  notwithstanding  the  great 
things  we  have  done  for  the  crown  of  Spain, 
nnd  the  favours  we  have  procured  for  the  royal 
family  of  that  kingdom,  we  have  as  jet  received 
very  little  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  done  by 
them  to  this  nation.  I have  seen  published, 
in  our  News-papers,  nn  Order  of  Instructions 
from  his  Catholic  Majesty  to  the  governors  of 
his  ports  in  the  Indies,  relating  to  the  Depre- 
dations committed  by  the  Spaniards  upon  our 
Merchants  trading  to  those  seas,  but  I cannot 
look  npon  this  Order  as  any  satisfaction  for 
the  depredations  already  committed;  neither 
can  I look  upon  it  ns  a sufficient  check  against 
the  committing  of  any  in  time  to  come:  There 
are  sn  ninny  conditions  in  this  (JVder,  so  many 
Ifs  nnd  Audi,  that  it  affords  a large  scope  to 
the  Spaniards  in  that  part  of  the  world,  to  go 
on  in  the  taking  or  plundering  of  our  mer- 
chants slops,  under  the  pretence  of  their  being 
concerned  in  some  illicit  comifiorce,  or  of  their 
being  found  navigating  in  those  latitudes,  where 
the  Spaniards  inny  say  they-ouglll  not  to  na- 
vigate. These  Orders  nre  so  general,  that  the 
captains  of  the  Spanish  Gunrda-Costn's  .and 
ihe  governors,  who  nre  generally  partners  with- 
the  captains,  may  p”t  any  construction  they 
please  upon  them’ ; and  we  may  expect,  that 
the  construction  to  he  put  upon  them  will  he 
most  unfavourable  for'  the  subjects  of  this  na- 
tion. I shnll  not.  Sir,  at  present  make  any 
motion,  but  as  a member  of  this  House,  I 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  declare  my 
sentiments  in  an  affair,  in  which  the  honour  of 
this  House  and  the  interest  of  the  nation  sin* 
much  concerned, 
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Mr.  Shippcn  spoke  next,  09  follows:  laid  before  us;  I cannot  but  look  upon  it  M 

Mr.  Speaker ; an  anticipation  of  the  Resolutions  of  thi* 

I rise  not  only  to  offer  my  sentiments  against  House  to  (bank  his  Majesty  for  those  treaties 
the  terms  of  the  Address  proposed,  but  like-  which  we  have  not  as  yet  had  any  opportunity 
wise  to  make  a motion.  It  has,  Sir,  npon  such  either  to  peruse  or  consider ; and  therefore  I 
an  occasion,  been  the  ancient  custom  »f  this  move,  “ That  the  first  part  only  of  the  Motion 
House,  to  present  an  Address  of  Thanks  to  his  already  made  should  stand,  and  that  all  the 
Majesty,  for  his  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  other  complimenting  paragraphs  should  be  left 
throne,  but  such  addresses  were  in  former  days  out.” 

Mr.  William  Pultcney  spoke  as  Mows , 
made  to  the  throne,  for  transactions  and  sue-  Mr.  Speaker, 

cesSes  which  had  never  been  laid  before  the  I am  very  willing  that  an  Address  of  Thanks 
House,  and  of  which,  by  a necessary  conse-  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  for  his  most  gra- 
quence,  the  House  must  have  been  supposed  cious  Speech  from  the  throne;  but  I cannot 
to  have  been  entirely  ignorant : It  is  true,  Sir,  agree  to  an  Address  in  the  terms  proposed  by 
we  haveof  late  years  fallen  into  a custom  of  the  noble  lord  who  made  the  motion,  because 
complimenting  the  Throne  upon  every  such  oc-  they  seem  to  imply  an  approbation  of  all  that 
casioa  with  long  addresses,  and  tins  custom  has  been  transacted  or  negociated  by  his  Ma- 
liasbeeu  followed  so  long,  that  I am  afraid  it  jesty’s  ministers ; I am  the  more  obliged  upon 
may  at  last  become  a Vote  of  course,  to  vote  this  occasion  to  declare  my  opinion,  because  of 
an  Address  to  his  Majesty,  iu  such  terms  as  the  motion’s  having  been  made  by  that  noble 
shall  be  concerted  by  those  very  men,  whose  member,  lest  some  of  my  friends  should  be 
measures  are  approved  of  by  the  compliment  thereby  misled,  and  made  to  believe  that  I am 
made  to  the  throne.  1 confess.  Sir,  that  I atu  for  the  motion  in  ilsfull  extent.  We  ought  to 
so  little  of  a courtier,  that  I cannot  return  tlmnk  his  Majesty  for  his  most  gracious  Speech, 
Thanks  for  what  I know  notliing  of;  nor  can  I hut  I cannot  see  any  reason  we  have  to  tlmnk 
applaud  before  I kuow  a reason  for  such  ap-  him  for  our  Liberties  and  Properties : they  are 
planse.  I am  not  at  all  against  an  Address  nf  secured  to  us  by  our  constitution  ; and  as  sub- 
Thanks  in  the  ancient  usual  style;  but  though  jects  of  Great  Britain  we  have  a natural  right 
2 should  happen  to  be  single  and  alone  in  my  to  them,  and  his  Majesty  is  far  from  having  ther 
opposition,  which  I hope  I shall  not,  yet  I am  least  thought  of  making  any  incronchmenti 
resolved  to  oppose  addressing  in  the  terms  upon  them:  But  as  fnr  the  Treaties  and  Nego- 
inoved  for,  if  it  were  for  no  o.lher  reason  but  tintinnsabroad,  and  the  honours  and  advantages 
this,  that  such  a motion  may  not  stand  upon  we  have  by  them  acquired,  I do  not  ihink  that 
the  Journals  of  this  House,  as  agreed  to  item,  we  .can  lake  noiice  of  them,  for  till  they  he 
con.  for  if  not  taken  notice  of  111  time,  such  laid  before  the  House,  we  must  be  presumed  to 
bumble  addresses  to  the  throne  may  at  last  be  ignorant  of  them,  for  my  own  part  I shall 
come  to  pass  as  a matter  of  course;  nnd  be  as  Le  glad  to  know  that  we  are  now  at  last  gut 
little  regarded  or  opposed,  as  some  affairs  now  into  a right  war;  but  supposiug  tlwt  all  is  now 
are,  which  at  first  stood  a long  contest  before  right  with  us,  1 am  certain  there  was  a time' 
they  could  be  introduced.  some  years  ngo,  when  we  might  have  been  as 

Sir,  It  is  no  new  thing  in  me  to  oppose  such  right  os  we  are  now,  ami  upon  the  same  con- 
Addresses:  I have  always  opposed  them;  and  ditions.  If  we  had  embraced  that  opportunity, 
though  I do  not  therehy-nppear  to  be  a good  a great  deal  of  money  would  have  been  saved 
courtier,  yet  it  shews  that  I have  some  respect  to  the  nation  ; but  in  those  days,  the  guaranty 
lor  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  House ; be-  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction  whs  looked  on  os  in- 
aides,  Sir,  when  such  Addresses  have  beeu  pro-  consistent  with  the  interest  and  happiness  of 
pused,  it  has  been  promised,  end  we  liuve  heen  this  nation,  and  was  represented  as  such  erea 
assured,  that  no  advantage  should  afterwards  be  hy  those  who  have  now  agreed  to  it  ; what 
taken  of  any  words  contained  in  the  conipli-  wore  their  reasons  for  representing  it  in  such  a 
menting  part  of  such  Address ; but  every  mein-  hideous  shape  at  that  lime,  and  for  placing  it 
ber  in  this  House  knows,  that  when  the  IJoiise  now  in  so  amiable  a view,  l cannot  corapre- 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  things  more  bend:  For  my  own  part,  Sir,  I c!o  not  see  nay 
particularly,  and  debates  ensued  thereupon,  necessity  we  were  under  of  agreeing  to  it,  even 
they  have  then  beeii  told  that  they  could  not  at  this  present  time;  for  by  our  agreeing  w 
censure  any  of  the  past  transactions,  because  that  Guaranty,  we, lay  ourselves  under  au  olili-  | 
\Jiey  had  approved  of  them  all  by  their  Address  gatiou  of  assisting  the  Austrian  Family,  when- 
of  Thanks  to  his  Majesty  for  his  most  gracious  ever  they  shall  be  attacked  hy  any  potentate 
Speech  from  the  Throiie.  I hope.  Sir,  for  the  whatever,  except  the.  Grand  Siguior  ; . they 
sake  of  my  country,  that  all  things  are  well,  may  happen  to  be  attacked,  when  it  will  be 
that  oar  affairs  both  abroad  and  qt  home  are  much  against  the  interest  of  this  nation  to  en- 
in  that  prosperous  condition,  in  which  they  gage  itself  in  a war  upon  any  foreign  account; 
have  been  represented  to  us;  hut  as  we  cannot  and  if  they  should  acquire  many  more  territo- 
as  vet  judge  from  the  effects,  and  ns  t|ie  Trea-  ries,  it  may  he  for  the  interest  of  the  nation 
ties,  from  which  this. great  prosperity  and  even  to  join  in  the  attack,  in  order  to 
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hits  already  cost  us  such  immense  sums  of  mo- 
ney ; thus  we  may  be  obliged,  either  to  engage 
in  a war  contrary  to  the  interest  and  well-being 
of  our  country,  or  otherwise  he  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  faitlt,  to  the  eternal  dishonour  of  the 
nation : Thu.se,  Sir,  are  the  circumstances 

which  this  nation  may  be  brought  into  by  en- 
tering into  this  Guaranty  so  eurly ; and  these, 
Sir,  are  circumstances  winch  every  wise  man 
ought,  by  all  means,  to  avoid ; besides,  Sir,  I 
do  not  know  hut  tve  may  be  accused  of  some 
sort  of  breach  of  faith,  ou.account  of  our  late 
Negotiations  with  the  Emperor:  The  French 
may  perhaps  sav,  that  by  the  Treaty  of  Hano- 
ver’we  were  obliged  not  to  treat  witli  any  of 
the  powets,  against  whom  that  Treaty  seemed 
to  be  made,  without  the  concurrence  of  our 
Allies  ; and  yet  notwithstanding  thereof  we  not 
only  negotiated,  hut  concluded  a Treuly  with 
’ the  Emperor  without  communicating  the  same 
to  them;  what  reason  the  French  may  have  for 
such  an  accusaiiou  I cannot  at  present  properly 
' speak  to ; Prussia,  it  is  true,  had  before  set  us 
an  example,  and  had  drawn  oft'  from  that  Trea- 
ty long  before  we  had;  but  France  and  Hol- 
land bad  adhered  firmly  to  it  to  the  very  Inst. 

“ According  to  the  view  I have  of  our  late 
Negotiations,  I cunnot  say,  that  cither  the  ho- 
nour or  the  interest  of  the  nation  has  been 
' much  considered  ; it  is  true,  Don  Carlos  may 
ha  now  established  in  the  Succession  to  the 
. Duchy  of  Tuscany,  and  in  the  possession  of 
the  Duchies  of  Parma  and  Placentia;  the  Spa- 
nish troops  may  be  introduced  into  Italy  and  I 
wish  their  iauoduction  do  not  prove  to  bathe 
origin  uf  new  troubles  ; but  in  these  things  we 
have  no  particular  interest.  1 cannot  say  that 
much  regard  has  beeu'had  to.  the  particular  in- 
terest of  this  nation  in  our  conduct  at  home,. 

[ our  debts  have  been  iucreased,  at  least  not  di- 
minished; and  at  the  same  time  luxury  has 
been  so  much  encouraged,  that  many  have  run 
out  a great  part  of  their  fortunes,  anil  are  there- 
by obliged  to  depend  upon  the  court ; insomuch 
that  1 must  say,  happy  it  is  for  the  nation,  that  i 
the  King  is  so  good  and  so  just,  us  not  to  linve 
any  designs  against  our  liberties : our  Trade 
is  decaying  every  day,  and  Public  Credit  is  like 
to  be  entirely  disiroyed  by  the  many  public 
frauds  that  are  committed  ; for  credit  depends 
upon  that  faith  and  confidence  winch  one  mnn 
puts  in  another,  lor  the  preservation  of  that 
which  is  committed  to  his  ca>e;  but  by  these 
Public  Funds  all  mutual  faith  and  confidence 
will  be  taken  away ; no  man  will  think  Ins 
I money  safe  but  when  it  is  locked  up  in  his  own 
coders;  lie  will  not  for  the  future  trust  the  mn- 
I nagement  or  keeping  thereof  to  any  one  man, 

1 or  to  any  set  of  men.  However,  I hope.  Sir, 
that  all  our  nffuna  abroad  are  now  set  to  rights, 
and  that  our  domestic  Grievances  are  in  a fair 
way  of  being  redressed  ; but  if  they  are  so,  I 
roust  say,  it  is  something  like  a pilot,  w ho, 
though  lie  has  a clear,  a 6afe,  and  a straight 
passage  forgoing  into  port,  yet  takes  it  in  his 
•read  to  carry  the  slop  a great  way  about, 
through  aandij:  racks  sb<t>hwN.an,d 
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loses  a great  many  of  the  seamen,  distroys  a 
great  deal  of  the  tackle  and  rigging,  and  puls 
the  owners  to  a vast  expeuce;  however,  at  last 
by  chance  he  hits  the  port,  and  then  triumphs 
in  his  good  conduct.” 

Mr.  Pulteney  having  done  speaking, 

Mr.  Darners  said,  That  when  he  returned 
to  the  country,  he  should  be  glad  to  have  gome* 
thing  to  tell  his  country  neighbours  that  would 
please  them;  they  did  not  understand  Trea- 
ties, nor  did  they  trouble  their  heads  much 
about  distant  prospects  of  wealth  and  happiness, 
but  he  wished  he  could  tell  them,  that  part  of 
our  Debts  were  paid  off,  or  that  some  of  our 
taxes  were  abolished,  or  the  Standing  Army  dis- 
banded. These  were  effects  they  would  imme- 
diately feel,  but  be  was  afraid  they  would  be  of 
opinion,  that  a peace  atteuded  with  a continu- 
ance of  all  the  Taxes,  and  a keeping  on  foot 
the  standing-army,  did  not  deserve  nny  Thanks 
from  the  nation. 

Sir  William  Wyndkam  spoke  next; 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I cannot  agree  to  the  terms  for  addressing 
his  Majesty,  proposed  by  the  noble  member 
who  spoke  first,  because  though  every  thing  may 
now  he  well  settled  upon  a solid  and  lasting  foun- 
dation, yet  I cannot  think  that  our  conduct  has 
in  every  respect  been  right;  or  that  the  interest 
of  this  nation  hnsbecn,  by  his  Majesty’s  minis- 
ters, principally  and  steadily  pursned.  At  one 
time  we  were  frightened  out  of  our  wits  with  ap- 
prehensions that  the  Frcteader  was  to  be  put 
upon  us,  and  that  without  any  reason  for  all  that  I 
linve  yet  seen  or  heard  upon  the  subject.  Then 
Don  Carlos  was  made  such  a giant  of,  that  be, 
that  infant,  was  to  swallow  up  and  destroy  all 
the  powers  of  Europe ; and  at  that  time  wo 
sued  to  France  for  an  alliance,  nud  besought 
their  assistance,  by  which  we  put  it  in  their 
puwer  to  commence  a war  whenever  they 
pleased ; and,  if  they  had  not  been  more  taken 
up  with  whims  and  disputes  about  Religion, 
than  any  wise  nation  ought  to  be,  they  would 
certainly  have  involved  us  in  a war  in  conjunc- 
tion with  them  ; and  thereby  would  have  made 
us  assist  them  in  recovering  all  that  they  had 
lost  by  the  last  two  wars,  the  taking  of  whicti 
from  them  hud  cost  us  so  much  blood  ami 
treasure.  Some  time  after 'we  shook  off  fill 
fears  of  the  Pretender,  Don  Curios  was  again 
diminished  to  an  ordinary  size,  and  then  we 
begun  to  bully  France  as  much  as  we  had 
i courted  it  before  : such  conduct  cannot  appeur 
I to  me  to  he  right,  at  least  it  does  not  appear 
to  be  steady  and  uniform.  Upon  the  other 
hand  it  must  be  said  ofthe  Imperial  Court,  tha  t 
they  have  acted  with  steadiness  and  prudence; 
they  have  firmly  adhered  to  tlie  proper  interest 
of  their  native  country,  and  have  stendily  pur- 
sued the  nim  they  hud  in  view,  through  all  the 
different  shapes  in  w hich  the  affairs  of  Europe 
have  been  put  within  these  few  years;  nnd  by 
this  firmness  and  resolution  ihty  have  at  last 
brought  us  to  their  own  terms  : and  have  nc- 
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conjunction  and  alliance  of  so  many  formida- 
ble powers  iigiinit  them  ; whereas  »e  hare 
been  obliged,  in  some manutr,  to  comply  with 
the  demands  of  almost  every  power  we  have 
treated  with  ; and  if  by  such  means  we  havent 
last  got  off  upon  any  tolerable  conditions,  it 
must  be  said,  that  we  have  been  like  a man  in 
a room,  who  wants  to  get  out,  and  though  the 
door  be  open,  and  a clear  nay  to  it,  yet  lie  stalks 
round  the  room,  breaks  his  shins  over  a stool, 
tumbles  over  a clmir,  and  at  last,  rumbling 
■over  every  thing  in  Ids  way,  by  chance  find9  the 
door  and  gets  out,  after  abundance  of  needless 
trouble  and  unnecessary  danger. 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  stood  up,  mid  spoke  as  fol- 

Sir; 

. I do  not  think,  that  the  guaranty  of  tiie 
Pragmatic  Sanction  is  much  Co  lie  taken  notice 
of  in  the  present  case;  for  there  are  many 
other  tilings  which  at  present  relate  more 
nearly  to  the  honour  and  interest  of  this  na- 
tion. I wish  I could  have  heard  that  the  late 
new  Works  at  Dunkirk  had  been  entirely  razed 
and  destroyed  ; that  we  had  received  a full  and 
complete  satisfaction  for  the  many  Depreda- 
tions committed  by  the  Spaniards;  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  more  care  taken  in  arm- 
ing the  country,  and  disciplining  our  Militia.  I 
thiuk  it  was  a scandal  to  the  nation  to  appear 
90  much  frightened,  as  we  lately  appeared  to 
be,  at  the  marching  of  a few  French  troop3 
down  to  those  coasts  of  France  which  lie  next 
to  us.  We  have,  it  is  true,  a standing  army  of 
good  regular  forces;  but  I hope  tiiis  nation 
will1  never  be  brought  so  lew,  as  to  have  no- 
thing to  trust  to  for  their  defence,  but  their 
standing  army:  our  army  bear;  but  a small 
proportion  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people, 
they  con  cover  but  a small  part  of  our  coast 
from  an  invasion,  and  therefore  care  should  be 
taken  to  keep  up  military  discipline  and  a 
warlike  spirit  among  our  Militia,  through  nil 
parts  of  the  kingdom ; for  whenever  we  nre 
threatened  with  an  invasion,  our  safety  and  our 
barrier  next  to  our  Fleet  must  depend  upon 
them : it  must  be  to  them  chiefly  that  we  must 
trust  our  defence  against  the  landing  of  n 
foreign  enemy  ; and  if  they  come  once  to  lose 
entirely  the  use  of  arms,  or  the  knowledge  of 
military  discipline,  an  enemy  that  can,  either 
by  cunning  or  accident,  escape  our  fleet,  may 
land  with  little  danger ; and  may  do  a deal  of 
mischief,  before  a sufficient  nutnher’  of  our  re- 
gular forces  can  be  brought  together  to  oppose 
them. 

As  to  our  Foreign  Affairs,  I must  say, 
Sir,  that  considering  bow  much  the  Protestants 
in  Germany  have  been  oppiessed  by  the  pre- 
sent Imperial  family,  I could  have  wished  with 
all  ray  heart  to  have  heard,  that  some  care  had 
been  taken  of  them  in  the  Treaty  we  have 
lately  made  with  the  Emperor ; but  as  the 
Dutch  have  not  ns  yet  acceded  to  the  treaty, 

I hope  some  care  may  as  yet  be  taken  of  those 
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nefit,  that  the  Dutch  have  not  as  yet  acceded 
because  «ve  may  make  an  advantage  of  it  hj 
getting  them  to  insist  upon  all  such  additions 
explanations  or  amendments,  as  may  be judged 
necessary  for  the  common  good  of  Europe  jn 
general,  and  of  the  Protestant  Religion  in  par. 
ticular.  In  the  mean  time  I am  pleased  to 
find,  that  we  are  hot  now  so  closely  umted 
with  France  as  we  formerly  were ; for  I have 
generally  observed,  that  when  two  dogs  are  in 
a leash  together,  the  stronger  generally  run* 
away  with  the  weaker;  and  I am  afraid  this 
was- something  of  the  case  between  Frattca 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham  spoke  next  for  the  mo- 
tion, anti  endeavoured  to  shew,  « That  it  was 
no  way  inconsistent  with  the  honour  or  dignity 
of  that  House,  to  thank  his  Majesty  in  the 
most  particular  terms  for  every  thing,  which  he 
had  been  most  graciously  pleased  to  acquaint 
them  with,  in  Ins  Speech  from  the  throne: 
that,  in  common  decency,  they  were  upon  that 
occasion  to  look  upon  every  thing  to  be  as 
it  httd  been  represented  to  them  by  his  Ma- 
jesty ; but  that  no  compliments,  as  some  of  the 
honourable  gentlemen  who  had  spoke  before 
were  pleased  to  call  them,  that  could  be  put 
into  the  Address,  could  be  any  way  made  use 
of  to  prevent  that  House’s  inquiry  afterwards 
into  the  measures  that  bad  been  pursued,  when 
the  Treaties  that  had  been  entered  into  should 
be  laid  before  them  : on  the  contrary,  if  upon 
such  an  inquiry  it  should  be  found,  that  any  of 
the  Negneiatipns  had  Been  carried  on,  or  any 
of  the  Treaties  concluded,  contrary  to  the  ho- 
nour or  interest  of  the  nation,  they  were  then 
to  presume,  that  his  Majesty  had  been  im- 
posed upon,  und  thereby  induced  to  make  such 
a Speech  to  them  ; and  by  such  an  imposition, 
those  who  had  advised  the  carrying  on  such  ne- 
gotiation, or  the  concluding  of  such  Treaties, 
would  accumulate  guilt  upon  themselves,  and 
would  heap  coals  of  fire  upon  their  own  heads; 
for  in  such  a case,  that  House  was  not  only  to 
punish  such  evil  counsellors  for  measures  so 
weak  or  so  wicked  ; but  also  to  punish  them 
for  imposing  upon  his  Majesty,  and  advising 
him  to  make  such  a Speech  from  the  throne: 
that  generally,  upon  the  opening  of  a session  ( 
of  parliament,  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were 
turned  towards  Great  Britain  : and  from  their  ' 
first  Resolves,  all  the  neighbouring  powers 
were  to  judge  of  the  unanimity  which  was  to 
ensue  between  his  Majesty  and  his  parliament;  j 
that  if  they  at  first  appeared  to  be  in  the  least 
diffident  or  jealous  of  his  Majesty's  conduct,  it , 
would  weaken  his  influence  upon  the  councils  I 
of  foreign  courts;  and  thereby  they  might  put  ' 
it  out  of  his  (rower  to  rectify  a false"  step,  if  any 
had  been  made  by  his  ministers,  and  this  he 
was  persuaded  no  man  would  incline  to  do, 
who  was  a friend  either  to  his  king  or  his  conn-1' 
try,  for  the  sake  of  any  private  pique  he  might 
have  ro  any  of  his  Majesty's  ministers : the* 
for  these  and  many  other  reasons,  he  was  for 
agreeing  to  the  Address  in  the  terms  first 
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FIs  was  supported  by 

Mr.  Eomtio  Walpole,  who  spoke  next. 

Mr.  Speaker ; 

The  honourable  gentleman  upon  the  floor 
[Mr.  W.  Pulteney]  said,  that  lie  was  afraid 
lest  (lie  noble  lord,  who  first  moved. for  an  Ad- 
dress, might  have  some  weight  with  his  friends. 
J do  not  know.  Sir,  but  that  it  may  be  so  ; I do 
not  know  but  he  mny  have  weight  with  some  of 
(hose,  whom  that  gentleman  now  looks  upon 
as  his  friends;  hut  1 am  persuaded,  that  no- 
thing that  he  has  said,  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion rnnde  by  tbe  other,  will  tend  to  diminish 
that  weight  which  he  is  afraid  of.  As  to  tbe 
House's  agreeing  to  the  motion  for  presenting 
nn  Address  to  his  Majesty,  and  in  tiie  terms 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord  who  made  the  mo- 
tion, I need  not.  Sir,  say  any  thing  to  it ; that 
affair  has  been  so  fully  explained,  and  the  rea- 
sonableness of  it  so  clearly  demonstrated  by 
the  gentlemen  who  have  spoke  upon  that  side 
of  the  question,  that  I have  nothing  to  add: 
but  since  the  gentlemen,  who  have  spoke  on 
the  other  side,  have  entered  into  nn  examina- 
tion ofllie  measures  that  liuve  been  pursued,  I 
hope  the  House  will  pardon  me  if  I depart  a 
liule  from  the  subject  of  the  present  (leiiate, 
in  order  to  answer  some  of  the  objections  that 
have  been  made  to  our  late  conduct. 

It  has  been  said, Sir,  that  there  was  a time, 
some  years  ngo,  when  the  same  thing  might 
have  been  done  that  is  nntv  done,  by  which  a 
great  deni  of  money  might  have  been  saved  to 
tbe  nation.  J wish.  Sir,  the  gentleman,  who 
said  so,  lmd  tnld  us  wlmt  particular  time  be 
meant:  I know  that  the  entering  into  the  Gun- 
. ratity  of  the  PragmatiCk  Sanction  was  proposed 
to  us  some  years  ago;  but.  Sir,  I know  that  it 
was  then  proposed  in  such  dogmatic  mid  po- 
sitive terms,  (lint  it  was  inconsistent  with  the 
honour  of  his  Majesty,  and  of  this  nation,  to 
give  the  least  ear  to  a proposal,  which  was 
made  rather  in  the  terms  of  a peremptory  de- 
mand, and  without  ottering  tbe  least  considera- 
tion to  this  nation,  for  our  agreeing  to  enter 
into  such  a Guaranty : Besides,  Sir,  there  was 
at  that  time  good  reason  to  fear  that  Don 
Carlos  was  the  person  upon  whom  (lie  Imperial 
court  had  fixed  their  eye,  as  a successor  to  his 
lanperiul  Majesty;  and  I am  sore  it  was  against 
the  interest  of  this  nation,  to  contribute  to  the 
establishing  of  a person  in  tbe  full  and  sole 
possession  of  all  ,the  Austrmn  dominions,  who 
was  by  the  Quadruple  Alliance  to  have  such 
large  ilominionsof  his  own  in  Italy,  and  bad 
ky  his  birth  so  near  a prospect  to  the  crown  of 
Spain,  and  at  that  lime  also  n very  near  pros-, 
pect  to  the  crowu  of  France.  This  Guaranty 
was  again  offered  at  the  time  when  the  Treaty 
of  Seville  was  iu  agitntiun  ; liut  theu  again  it 
was  rejected,  because  it  was  well  known,  that 
the  Proposal  was  made  at  that  time  only  with 
a view  to  disturb  the  negotiations  then  carrying 
on,  and  which  were  so  happily  ended  by  the 
conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville;  so  that  at 
*b«t  time  no  Treaty  enuid  be  mitered  into  bv 
M with  the  idhpowill  nwautlj ; tfhahihsfliftit 1 rtber 
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Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction  or  any 
(lung  else,  nor  at  any  time  till  they  came  to 
he  a little  more  reasonable  in  their  proposals; 
and  as  soon  as  that  lime  came,  we  embraced 
the  opportunity,  nnd  uur  negotiations  had  then 
all  wished  for  success. 

Nor  can  it  he  said,  Sir,  that  we  have  entered 
into  that  Guaranty  too  soon;  it  was  our  own 
interest  to  enter  into  it  ns  soon  os  possible,  be- 
cause the  preserving  of  tile  Imperial  dominions 
entire  is  necessary  for  preserving  the  Balance  of 
Power  ill  Europe : if  » c hod  delayed  entering 
into  that  Guaranty  till  his  Imperial  Majesty's 
death,  it  would  then  have  been  too  lute;  Eu- 
rope would  have  been  in  flames,  and  tlie 
Austrian  dominions  divided  before  we  could 
liuve  done  auy  thing.  There  may  be  civil 
broils  in  Germany  upon  the  Emperor's  death 
without  male  heirs,  happen  when  it  will,  but 
surely  the  best  way  of  preventing  it,  is  to  have 
the  affair  fully  settled,  nnd  that  settlement 
strongly  guarantyed  before  the  accident  hap- 
pens; those  who  pretend  to  any  shore  will  then 
be  cautious,  and  will  not  be  ready  to  euter  into 
any  violent  measures:  mid  I must  say.  Sir,  tbat 
if  the  Imperial  family  were  iu  any  danger  of 
being  ruined  or  swallowed  up  by  any  neigh- 
bouring power,  we  must  engage  in  tlie  rescue, 
let  our  circumstances  be  at  that  time  what  they 
will ; for  if  such  a ruin  should  happen,  our  own 
would  not  he  a great  way  off:  t his  Guaranty 
we  ought  perhaps  to  have  gone  into  sooner, 
because  of  tlie  fatal  consequences  that  might 
hare  ensued,  if  his  imperial  Majesty  had  dropt 
off  in  the  mean  time;  hut  we  could  not  agree 
to  it  till  the  Imperial  couit  agreed  to  give  satis- 
faction to  Spain,  with  respect  to  tlie  dominions 
provided  for  Don  Carlos  in  Italy  by  tlie  Quad* 
ruple  Alliance;  to  the  Dutch  with  respect  to 
I the  paiticulnr  disputes  betweeu  the  empire  and 
them ; and  to  the  Dutch  anil  us  with  reflect 
■o  the  Ostend  Cumpany ; and  all  these  his  Ma- 
jesty, by  hi,  wise  and  steady  measures,  bus  at 
lust  procured. 

Sir,  1 say  steady  measures,  and  I believe  it 
1 will  appear  that  our  meusuies  have  been  as 
steady  and  unifmm,  as  thorn  of  any  court  in 
Europe : our  aim  «»s  to  preserve  our  own  do- 
minions abroad  against  tlie  design  laid  for 
wresting  them  fiom  us;  (•>  preserve  our  Trade 
against  tlie  incmachtneiil  made  upon  it  by  the 
setnut!  up  of  the  Ostend  Compuny  ; and  to 
preserve  the  Imhtuoe  of  power  in  Europe 
against  any  present  or  Allure  attempts  for 
overturning  ir , in  order  thereby  to  establish,  as 
fur  us  is  consistent  wi'li  human  prudence,  the 
general  tranquillity  of  Europe.  This  aim  was 
most  steadily  pursued  through  the  various 
shapes,  which  the  affairs  of  Europe  have  taken 
within  a lew  years  past,  and  is  now  at  last,  in 
all  humnn  appearance,  most  happily  accom- 
plished ; but  it  was  necessary  to  establish  the 
present  tranquillity  of  Europe, . before  w e could 
think-of  tlie  future:  We  wereengnged,  by  the 
Quadruple  Alliance,  to  see  the  Infant  Don 
Curios  settled  in  the  succession  of  the  Duchies 
itif ' t Stkiiili  ■ ■ftettlitiitij  Spain 
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could  not  be  easy,  nor  could  we  expect  any 
sincere -friendship  with  them,  till  that  "us  fully 
and  completely  effectuated  ; nor  could  either 
the  Dutch  or  we  he  easy  till  we  saw  the  Ostend 
Company  absolutely  demolished  ; and  ns  soon 
ns  we  got  the  present  tranquillity  settled  by 
the  Imperial  Court's  agreeing  to  these  l*n 
main  points,  then  we  began  to  think  of  the 
future  tranquillity  of  Europe;  and  in  order  to 
establish  that  upon  ns  solid  a foundation  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of,  we  Imre 
agreed  to  the  Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick 
Sanction. 

In  all  these  transactions,  the  true  interest  of 
this  nation  has  been  most  svictly  pursued,  and 
never  once  departed  from : the  interest  of  this 
nation  is  connected  with  the  general  interest  of 
Europe  in  preserving  the  balance  of  power; 
and  therefore  it  is  the  interest  of  this  nation,  as 
well  as  of  almost  every  one  of  the  other  nations 
of  Europe,  to  preserve  the  dominions  of  the 
Austrian  family  entire  and  undivided : I am 
sure  that  no  man  will  say  but  it  is  the  interest  of 
this  nation,  that  the  duchies  OfTuseany,  Parma, 
aijd  Placentia  shooldnever  he  in  the  possession 
of  Germany,  FraneeorSpain.  It  is  very  plain, 
that  it  is  the  interest  of  this  nation  lo  have  the 
East-India  trade  from  Ostend  demolished  ; and 
it  is  as"  evident  that  this  nation  is  particularly 
interested  in  the  preserving  of  Gibraltar  anti 
Port-Mallon,  and  at  the  same  time  in  cultivating 
a good  friendship  and  correspondence  with 
Spain.  In  all  these  cases  the  interest  of  this 
nation  is  certainly  most  particularly  concerned, 
and  in  every  one  of  these  points  we  have  ob- 
tained all  that  we  would  expect  nr  desire  ; and 
all  this  without  any  mean  compliance  upon  our 
part,  or  gjving  up  nnv  thing  that  we  were  before 
lolitled  unto  ; upon  the  contrary,  whenever  any 
scheme  was  offered  by  any  of  our  allies,  which 
had  the  least  appearance  of  being  against  the 
honour  or  interest  of  this  nation,  any  sort  of 
concurrence  was  absolutely  refused,  and  there- 
upon all  such  schemes  have  been  dropt : how 
then  can  it  be  said,  that  neither  the  honour  nor 
interest  of  this  nation  has  been  regarded  in  our 
negotiations  with  otir  neighbours  abroad,  or 
that  we  have  complied  with  every  one  in  their 

In  all  this  course*  of  negotiation,  there  have 
been  many  jarring  interests  to  he  reconciled, 
nnd  many  difficulties  to  he  surmounted,  all 
•which  his  Majesty  has,  by  his  wisdom  and  good 
conduct,  got  over ; nor  is  there  the  least  reason 
to  suspect  that,  in  any  one  measure,  the  public 
faith  has  been  violated,  nor  ns  any  power  or 
potentate  any  ground  for  such  n complnint ; 
nay,  there  is  not  one  that  does  so  much  as  pre- 
tend to  it.  The  only  view  that  France  had,  or 
ntlenst  owned,  was  to  preserve  the  tranquillity, 
find  to  see  the  terms  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance 
complied  with:  If  these  two  points  were 
brought  to  a happy  issue,  it  was  all  that  the 
French  had  to  demand  ; and  ns  both  are  fully 
accomplished  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  the 
French  court  have  no  reason  to  complain,  so 
far  otherwa^  that  the|have  depliycd  they  arp  I 


laud,  it  did  not  proceei 
subsists  between  tbetn 
that  prudi 


fully  satisfied  : and  as  for  our  taking  an  aiarm  ' 
at  the  march  of  some  of  their  troops  towa,™ 
the  coasis  of  France,  whicli  lie  opposite  to  Eng! 

liuusy  that* 
°»ly  from 

jealousy  which  every  natiou  uug|,t 
to  nave  ot  all  its  neighbours,  so  fur.us  to  be  a|. 
ways  upon  its  guard  against  every  one  of  ti,(.m . 

upon  that  occasion  the  French  were  as  much 

alarmed  upon  our  marching  troops  down  to- 
wards  our  coasts  next  to  them,  as  we  were  upon 
the  marching  of  theirs. 

' all  fieaties  there 


points  left 

be  determined  afterwards,  according  to  ||le 
plan  then  laid  down  ; so,  Sir,  by  the  Treaty  uf 
Seville  the  Spaniards  are  to  male  full  satisfac.  1 
tion  and  reparation  for  the  losses  which  our  ‘ 
merchants  have  sustained  by  any  unjust  sei- 

zures;  hut  as  the  quantum  of  that  loss  could! 

not  then  be  determined,  nor  could  it  then  l,0  . 
determined  what  seizures  were  lawful  and  « lun 
not,  therefore  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  leave 
that  affair  to  be  inquired  into  nud  determined  by 
commissaries  mutually  appointed ; and  we  have 
all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  expect  that  we; 
shall  at  last  meet  with  a full  satisfaction  in  that: 
affair,  though  it  has  been  hitherto  retarded 
the  negotiations  about  public  affairs  of  gie: 
moment,  whicli  have  occurred  since  the  ex- 
clusion of  that  Treaty.  In  aJI  human  affairs,; 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  have  patience,  and 
to  wait  the  course  of  things ; nations  musi  not  ! 
upon  every  little  delay,  or  upon  every  trifling  ; 
dispute,  come  to  an  npeu  rupture,  and”  involve?! 
themselves  and  their  neighbours  in  war  and  ! 
bloodshed  for  things,  whicli  with  a little  patience;  j 
might  Imve  been  easily  adjusted. 

I should  ooi,  Sir,  have  troubled  the  Houwj 
any  farther ; hut  that  siuce  comparisons  iiave 
been  going  round,  I hope  1 rony  have  leave 
make  one  in  my  turn ; and  I must  say,  ihatourjji 
much  resemble  a set  of  honest"  j 


quiet  country  people  got  into  a country  dance,  j 
who  went  through  tlicir  dance  vviih  agreat  deal  of  ! 


and  alacriiy,  until  a turbulent  noisy  fellow'  ] 
came  in  among  them,  who  immediately  forced’ t 
himself  into  the  dance,  and  made  such  a noise',: 
that  such  a one  was  out.  and  such  a one  no1 
right,  such  a step  out  of  tune,  and  such  a tun 
not  according  to  rule,  that  they  could  notgt 
on  with  a dance ; but  at  last  they  resolved  U 
turn  this  troublesome  fellow  out  of  company?  I 
and  then  they  all  went  on  easily  and  quietly  #» 
they  had  done  before. 


The  Commons'  Address  of  Thanks.]  At  InsV 
.the  question  was  put  upon  the  Lord  Tyrconm' 
motion,  which  was  carried  in  the  affirm."* 
without  any  division  ; and  a Committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  an  Address  accordingly  | 
which  is  as  follows : 


1 

was 

S'/' 


“ Most  gracious  Sovereign,  . 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  loyal  and  dutiful 
Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Briuun  w 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  W return  y°“j 
Majesty  our  most  huoii.le  thanks  for  your  molt 
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“ It  is  the  highest  satisfaction  to  your  faithful 
Commons,  to  see  the  general  tranquillity  of 
Europe  restored  and  re-established  by  your 
Majesty's  credit  and  influence,  which  reflects 
the  greatest  glory  to  the  British  crown,  and  of 
consequence  to  the  British  nation ; the  honour 
and  interest  of  which  are  always  inseparable. 

“ We  are  fully  persuaded,  that  the  Treaties 
vour  Majesty  lias  entered  into,  were  marie  with 
no  other  view,  than  to  preserve  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe,  and  secure  the  possessions  of 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  we  are  entitled  to  ; and  we  ac- 
knowledge with  gratitude  your  Majesty's  wis- 
dom anti  goodness,  in  procuring  for  us  all  these 
advantages,  without  the  expence  and  hazards 

“ We  arc  very  sensible  of  the  mauy  difficul- 
ties which  your  Majesty  laboured  under,  in 
bringing  this  great  and  glorious  work  to  so 
happy  a conclusion.  The  many  obstacles  aris- 
ing from  various  pretensions  and  jealousies 
during  the  course  of  these  transactions,  unsur- 
muuntnble  as  they  have  been  thought,  are  by 
your  Majesty’s  steadiness  and  prudence  entirely 
removed  ; and  at  a time  when  a war  seemed 
unavoidable,  the  settlement  of  the  succession 
of  Don  Carlos  to  the  Stntts  of  Tuscany  and 
Parma  has  been  peaceably  accomplished,  anti 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe  preserved  by 
the  weight  and  credit  of  your  Majesty’s  nego- 
ciations. 

“ Thus  has  your  Majesty  extricated  not  only 
this  nation,  but  all  Europe  out  of  the  uncertain 
state  for  many  years  laboured  under,  and  that 
by  means  mosc  honourable  to  your  Majesty, 
consistent  with  all  former  engagements,  and 
without  the  least  injury  to  any  prince  or  power 
in  Europe. 

“ And  we  humbly  assure  your  Majesty,  that 
-having  the  truest  sense  of  the  many  blessings 
we  have  enjoyed  during  the  course  of  your 
Majesty’s  reign,  and  how  much  our  preseut 
happiness  is  owing  to  your  paternal  love  and 
care  for  your  people,  we  will  with  the  greatest 
cheerfulness  grant  the  necessary  supplies  for 
the  current  service  of  the  year;  and  your  Ma- 
jesty will  always  find  such  returns  of  duly  and 
gratitude  from  us,  ns  the  best  of  kings  may  ex- 
pect from  the  most  loyal  subjects,  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  only  end  of  your  Majesty’s  aus- 
picious government,  is  the  protection  and  pros- 
perity of  yOur  people.” 

The  King’s  AriOTcr.]'  To  this  Address  his 
Majesty  gave  the  following  Answer: 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I return  you  mythank6  for  this  dutiful  and 
loyal  Address.  I make  no  doubt  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  your  duly,  affection  and  confidence 
in  me;  and  you  will  always  find  that  all  my 
views  tend  to  the  honour,  interest,  and  security 
of  r.iy  crown  and  people.” 

A Supply  vo led.]  January  18.  The  Com- 
mons resolved  to  grant  n Supply  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  usual  Estimates  wore  laid  before 
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The  Pension  Bill  brought  in.]  January  ^5. 
Mr.  Sauriys  presented  to  the  House  a Bill  for 
making  more  effectual  the  laws  in  fceiug  for 
disabling  persons  from  being  chosen  members 
of,  or  sitting  or  voting  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who  have  any  Pension  during  pleasure, 
or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  oflices  held 
in  trust  for  them;  which  was  received  and 
read  a first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a se- 

IMute  in  the  Commons  on  the  Number  of  the 
Lund  forces.]  Jan.  26.  The  Commons  being 
in  a Grand  Committee  on  the  Supply, 

Sir  William  Strickland  moved,  “ That  the 
number  of  effective  men,  for  guards  and  garri- 
sons in  Great  Britain,  and  for  Guernsey  and 
Jersey  for  the  year  1732,  should  he,  including 
1,815  invalids,  and  555  men  which  the  six  In- 
dependent Companies  ponsist  of  for  the  service 
of  the  Highlands,  17,709  men,  commission  and 
non-commission  officers  included.”  In  support 
of  this  motion  he  endeavoured  to  shew,  Time 
though  ihe  public  tranquillity  was  happily  and 
fully  established,  yet  it  was  necessary  for  us  to 
keep  up  at  least  the  number  of  troops  he  had. 
proposed,  till  we  should  see  how  those  mea- 
sures by  which  the  public  tranquillity  had  been 
established,  should  be  approved  of  by  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  who  had  not  then  declared 
their  sentimeuts  upon  that  subject.  Hereupon 
Lort)  Morpeth  stood  up,  and  having  shewed 
how  dangerous  if  was  to  the  liberties  of  this 
nation  to  keep  up  a numerous  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace  ; his  lordship  moved  “ That 
the  number  should  be  reduced  to  12,000  ef- 
fective men  ;’’  and  was  hacked  by  Mr.  V\atkin 
Williams  Wynn:  but  they  were  opposed  by 
The  Lord  Hervey,*  who  spoke  next  as  fol- 
Sir ; 

Though  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  this  na- 
tion, both  abroad  and  at  home,  be  now  by  his 
Majesty's  wise  conduct  established,  in  all  pro- 


* “ Lord  Hervey,  eldest  son  to  the  earl  of 
Bristol,  began  at  this  time  to  make  a very  con- 
siderable figure  in  the  ministerial  parly,  nnd 
history  ought  to  repair  the  injury  that  poetry 
has  done  to  some  part  of  his  character.  He 
had  read  a good  deal,  and  was  what  may  be 
called,  a learned  nobleman,  though  he  scarce 
could  have  been  deemed  so  in  a literary  sphere 
of  life.  He  was  not  without  wit,  but  lie  was  a 
much  better  writer  than  a speaker;  his  man- 
ner was  too  slow  ; and  he  was  aot  to  flag  at 
the  latter  part  of  his  period.  He  affected  a 
gravityand  solemnity  which  ill-suiting  so  deli- 
cate a’  figore  as  he  had,  was  not  at  all  pleasing. 
Notwithstanding  this,  lie  was  nmster  of  a very 
sound  judgment,  ami  when  he  pleased  to  em- 
ploy it.  a most  excellent  pen  in  ihe  political 
way.’’ — Tindai. 

“ John  lord  Hervey,  eldest  son  of  John  the 
first  earl  of  Bustol,  was  born  in  1096.  He 
esfet  dtet'tesa  |p®iitoiieiK'so6u  fi<'tle»  the  acc«- 
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bnbility,  upon  a firm  and  lasting  foundation, 
yet  a wise  people  ought  always  to  be  upon  their 
guard  against  the  worst  that  may  happen.  The 
public  quiet  both  abroad  and  at  home  depends 
upon  the  views  «pd  inclinations  of  men  ; and 
we  know  by  experience,  that  nothing  is  more 
fickle  and  variable;  we  ought  not  therefore  to 
do  any  thing  that  may  turn  the  inclinations  of 
our  enemies  towards  disturbing  us,  or  that  may 
give  them  any  views  of  success  in  any  such  at- 


tetriptsp-ihe. only  method  to  prevent  the  having 
any  such  inclinations,  or  conceiving  any  such 
hopes;  is  10  keep  up  a good  army  of  regular 
IbrceB.  The  number  moved  far,  is,  in  my  0pi. 
i,  tlie  least  that  lean  be  thought  of  by  any 

i,  who  has  a true  regard  for  the  quirt  and 

prosperity  of  this  nation,  and  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Protestant  Succession  in  his  Ma- 
jesty’s most  illustrious  family. 

Every  man  knows,  Sir,  and  every  man  ought 


sion  of  George  the  First;  was  appointed  vice- 
chamberlain to  the  King  in  173G ; in  1733  was 
created  a peer ; and  in  1740  was  constituted 
lord  privy  seal,  from  which  post  he  was  re- 
moved in  1742.  He  died  in  1743.  He  took 
a considerable  share  in  the  political  transac- 
tions of  the  times,  and  was  always  a warm  ad- 
vocate on  the  side  of  sir  Robert  Walpole. 
Tindal  has  observed,  ‘ that  history  ought  to 
* repair  the  injury  that  poetry  has  done  to  some 
‘ part  of  his  character,’  and  in  fact,  it  is  neces- 
.sary ; for  never  was  man  more  exposed  to  ridi- 
cule, and  lashed  with  greater  severity,  than  lord 
Hervey  has  been  exposed  and  fashed  by  the 
satirical  pen  of  Pope.  If  we  may  credit  the 
Satirist,  who  has  delineated  his  character  under 
the  name  of  Sporus,  he  was  below  all  contempt ; 
a man  without  talents,  and  without  one  solitary 
virtue  to  compensate  for  the  most  ridiculous 
foibles,  and  them  ost  abandoned  profligacy, 

‘ Let  Sporus  tremble. — A.  What  ? that  thing  of 


silk. 


* Sporus,  that  mere  white  curd  of  asses  milk? 

* Satire  or  sense,  alas  1 can  Sporus  feel  ? 

* Who  breaks  a butterfly  upon  a wheel  ? 

' P,  Yet  let  me  flap  this  hug  with  gilded  wings, 

* This  painted  child  of  dirt,  that  stinks  and  stings, 


‘ Eternal  smiles  his  emptiness  betray, 

* As  shallow  streams  run  dimpling  all  the  way. 

‘ Whether  in  florid  impotence  he  speaks, 

‘ And,  as  the  prompter  breathes,  th»  puppet 

* Or  at  the  car  of  Eve,  familiar  toad, 

‘ Half  froth,  half  venom,  spits  himself  abroad, 


‘ Amphibious  thing!  that  acting  cither  part, 

‘ The  trifling  head,  or  the  corrupted  heart, 

‘ Fop  at  the  toilet,  flatt'rer  at  the  board, 

‘ Now  trips  a lady,  and  now  struts  a lord. 
‘.Eve’s  tempter  thus  the  Rabbins  have  exprest, 

‘ A cherub’s  face,  a reptile  all  the  rest, 

'*  Beauty  that  shocks  you)  parts  that  none  w 


Hervey  having  felt  some  attacks  of  the  epi- 
lepsy, entered  upon,  and  persisted  in  a very 
strict  regimen,  and  thusstopt  the  progress,  and 
prevented  the  effects  of  that  dreadful  disease. 
His  daily  food  was  a small  quantity  of  asses 
milk,  and  a flour  biscuit ; once  a week  he  in- 
dulged himself  with  eating  an  apple:  he  osed 
emetics  daily.  To  this  rigid  abstemiousness, 
Pope  malignantly  alludes,  when  he  says; 


‘ The  m 


e white  curd  of  asses  milk.’ 


“ In  short,  I agree  with  the  ingenious  editor 
of  Pope,  ‘ Language  cannot  afford  more  glow- 
‘ mg  or  more  forcible  terms  to  express  the  ut- 
‘ most  bitterness  of  contempt.  We  think  we 
‘ are  here  reading  Milton  against  Salmasius. 

‘ The  raillery  is  carried  to  the  very  verge  of 
‘ railing,  some  will  say  ribaldry.  Hebnsarmed 
‘ his  muse  with  a scalping  knife.’  May  we  not 
ask,  with  the  same  author,  “ Can  tins  be  the 
nobleman  whflbi  Midleton,  in  his  dedication  to 
the  History  of  the  Life  of  Tully,  has  so  serious- 
ly, and  so  earnestly  praised,  for  his  strong  good 
sense,  his  consummate  politeness,  his  real  pa- 
triotism, his  rigid  temperance,  his  thorough 
knowledge  and  defence  of  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try, his  accurate  skill  in  history,  his  unexam- 
pled and  unremitted  diligence  in  literary  pur- 
suits, who  added  credit  to  this  very  history,  ai 
Scipio  and  La  I i us  did  to  that  of  Polibius,  by 
revising  and  correcting  it,  and  brightenilig  if, 
fas  he  expresses  it) by  ihestrokesof  his  pencil?" 
May  we  not  also  ask,  Is  this  the  nobleman 
who  wrote  some  of  the  best  political  pamphlets 
which  appeared  iir  defence  of  Walpole’s  admi- 
nistration ? who,  though  sometimes  too  florid  . 
and  pompous,  wits  a frequent  and  able  speaker 


parliament,  and  who,  for  his  political  abili- 
ties, was  raised  to  the  post  of  lord  privy  seal? 
In  truth,  lord  Hervey  possessed  more  titan  1 
ordinary  abilities,  and  much  classical  eruditinn; 
lie  was  remarkable  for  his  wit,  and  the  number 


satirist,  I never  could  read  this  passage  without  first  acquaintance  highly  forbidding,  yethesel- 


disgust'and  horror:  disgust  at  the  indelicaoy 
'the  ttlhtsions,  horror  at  the  malignity  of  the 

and  what  is  still  worse,  on  sickness  and  debi-  1 — ' 

hfy.  The  poet  has  so  much  distorted  this  por- 
«t,  that  he  has  in  one  instance  made  the  ob- 


failed  to  render  himself,  by  his  lively  con- 
nation,  which  Pope  calls;  [1 

of  courtly  common  sense.'  1 j 
entertaining  companion  to  those:  whom  he 
isbed  to  conciliate.  Hence  he  conquered  the 
prejudice  which  the  King  had  con-  , 


ject  of  his  satire,  what  ought  to  have  been  the  1 ceived  against  him,  and  from  being  detest  , 
subject  of  his  praise,  the  rigid  abstinence  to  , he  became  a great  favourite,  lie  was  par  ' 
which  lord  Hervey  unalterably  adhered,  from  ! cularly  agreeable  ft  queen  Caroline;  as 
the  necesyfe  qf  ^rqseryipa  a C°  ' 
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to  reflect  upon  it  with  concern,  that  we  i 
did  yet  reduce  our  arm;,  but  that  reduction 
was  the  occasion  of  some  plot  or  machination 
against  us : Did  not  the  small  number  of  our 
forces  in  the  beginning  of  bis  late  Majesty'; 
reign,  spirit  up  and  encourage  that  wicked  and 
unnatural  rebellion  that  was  raised  agaiust  him? 
After  that  insurrection  was  happily  quelled,  we 
made  a reduction  of  the  army  ; what  were  the 
consequences?  The  army  was  no  sooner  re- 
duced, but  our  enemies  began  to  think  of  tak- 
ing advantage  of  it ; we  were  not  only 
threatened  with  a new  insurrection  at  home, 
bot  likewise  with  an  invasion  from  Spain.  By 
good  management  and  good  luck,  their 


with  sprightly  repartees  nnd  lively  sallies  cf 
wit.  His  ccol  and  munly  conduct  in  the  duel 
with  Pulteney,  proved  neither  want  of  spirit  to 
resent  an  injury,  or  deficiency  of  courage  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  and  he  compelled  his  ad- 
versary to  respect  his  conduct,  though  he  had 
satirised  his  person.  His  defects  were  extreme 
affectation,  bitterness  of  invective,  prodigality 
of  flattery,  and  great  servility  to  those  above 
him.  Horace,  earl  of  Orford,  has  given  a List 
of  his  Political  Writings,  in  the  Catalogue  of 
Royal  nnd  Noble  Authors ; and  among  the 
Orlord  Papers,  are  draughts  of  several  of  tliose 
Pamphlets  which  were  submitted  to  sir  Rober 
Walpole.  Some  are  corrected  by  him,  i 
others,  the  minister  made  codbideruble  addi- 
tions."— Coxe’s  Walpole. 

Dr.  Middleton  published  a laboured  panegy- 
ric on  lord  Hervey  in  his  Dedication  to  the 
Life  of  Cicero,  for  which  both  were  introduced 
into  the  Dunciad  : 


The  duchess  of  Marlborough,  in  her  Opi- 
nions, printed  by  sir  D.  D.  (lord  Hailes),  lias 
tbe  following  remarks  under  the  year  1737: 
“ Lord  Hervey  is  at  this  time  always  with  the 
King  in  vast  favour.  He  has  certainly  parts 
and  wit,  but  is  the  most  wretched,  profligate 
man  that  ever  was  born,  besides  ridiculous ; a 
painted  face  nnd  not  a tooth  in  his  liend  : nnd 
it  is  not  above  six  months  ago  chat  tip;  King 
hated  him  so,  that  he  would  not  suffer  him  tu 
be  one  in  his  diversions  at  play.  I think  it  is 
possible  that  sir  Robert  Walpole  may  ronke 
Mine  use  of  him  at  first,  and  perhaps  the  other 
may  have  vanity  enough  .to  imagine  that  he 
may  work  himself  up  to  be  a great  limn  ; but 
that  is  too  mad  I think  to  be  ever  effected,  be- 
cause nil  the  world,  except  sir  Robert,  abhors 
him.  and  notwithstanding  all  the  mischiefs  sir 
Robert  has  done  ibe  nation,  and  myself  in 
Particular,  which  people  generally  resent  in  the 
first  place,  L had  much  rather  he  should  cou- 
tioue  in  power  than  my  lord  Uervey p.  44. 

The  following  account  of  the  Duel  between 
lord  Hervey  and  Mr.  William  Pulteney,  is 
given  in  a LerttfMfoih'Slft.siite-PelhaiB 


tempts  were  frustrated,  their  hopes  were  ren" 
dered  abortive;  and  when  we  found  ourselves 
quiet  and  easy,  we  again  reduced  our  army. 
This  reduction  revived  again  the  hopes  of  our 
enemies,  they  began  again  to  plot  and  to  cabal 
nguinst  us,  under  the  management,  and  by  the 
advice  of  the  late  bishop  of  Rochester;  but 
their  schemes  wera  defeated  by  a timely  and 
seasonable  discovery,  and  the  wicked  authors 
suffered  the  most  moderate  punishment  that  the 
justice  of  the  nation  could  inflict. 

Though  every  thing  be  at  present  quiet  and 
easy,  yet  we  must  not  imagine  that  we  have 
no  enemies,  or  that  they  have  lost  their  former 
watchfulness ; as  long  as  we  have  a good  and 


See  Coxe's  Walpole,  vol. 


11  My  Lord,  January  28,  1730. 

“.As  the  present  discourse  of  this  town  is 
about  a Duel  that  was  fought  two  days  ago 
between  lord  Uervey  anil  Mr.  I’ulteney,  your 
lordship  may  be  glad  to  hear  the  particulars  of 
it,  as  well  as  I have  been  able  to  learn  them, 
which  is  the  only  reason  for  troubling  you  hy 

‘ "*  Lord  Hervey  sent  a message  to  Mr.  Pul- 
teney, desiring  to  know,  whether  he  wrote  tbe 
late  pamphlet  called  ‘ The  Reply  ’ to  that  of 
‘ Sedition  and  Defamation  displayed ;’  in  an- 
swer to  which,  Mr.  Pulteney  said,  he  would 
not  satisfy  lord  Hervey  till  he  knew  whether 
his  lordship  was  the  author  of  the  ‘ Dedication’ 
to  the  latter.  Accordingly  lord  Uervey  sent 
him  word  that  lie  was  not ; and  Mr.  Fox,  who 
carried  this  message,  asked  Mr.  Pulteney  what 
answer  he  would  give  about  ‘ The  Reply ;’  to 
which  Mr.  Pulteney  said,  that  since  lord  lier- 
vey  did  not  wriie  the  ‘ Dedication,'  he  was  sa- 
tisfied. But  Fox  insisting  upon  some  other 
answer  with  relation  to  ‘ The  Reply.’  Pulteney 
then  said,  that  he  might  tell  lord  Hervey,  that 
whether  he  (Pulteney)  was  author  of  * The  Re- 
‘ ply,’  or  not,  be  was  ready  to  justify  and  stand 
by  the  truth  of  any  part  of  it,  at  what  (ime-aud 
wherever  loid  Hervey  pleased.  This  last  mes- 
sage. your  lordship  will  easily  imagine,  was  the 
occasion  of  the  Duel ; and  accordingly,  on 
Monday  lost,  bc-tnccn  three  and  four  o’clock 
iu  the  afternoon,  they  met  in  the  Upper  St. 
James's  Park,  behind  Arlington-street,  with 
their  two  seconds,  who  were  Mr.  Fox  and  sir 
J.  Rushnul.  The  two  combatants  were  each 
of  them  slightly  wounded  ; but  Mr.  Pulteney 
had  once  so  inucli  tbe  advantage  of  lord  Hervey, 
that  he  would  Irave  infallibly  run  my  lord  through 
the  body,  if  his  foot  had  not  slip!,  and  then  the 
seconds  took  no  occasion  to  part  them.  Upon 
which  Mr.  Pulteney  embraced  lord  Hervey, 
and  expressed  a great  deal  of  concern  at  tlie 
accident  of  their  quarrel,  promising  at  tire  same 
lime  ih.it  he  would  never  personally  attack 
lignin  either  with  his  mouth  or  bis  pen ; 
lord  Utrvey  made  him  a bow,  without  giving 
him  any  sort  of  answer,  and  (to  use  the  com- 
':indtf>Gx^<Mbn)hhh3'ehb^ji0iieid.<' 1 
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brave  army  for  our  support,  they  know  they 
dare  not  breakout  into  any  open  acts  of  vio- 
lence: But  the  nmuy  scandalous  and  seditious 
libels  that  are  every  day  published  against  the 
government,  and  the  many,  scribbleis  that  ore 
employed  to  vilify  und  asperse  his  Majesty  and 
liis  administration,  and  to  sow  disaffection  and 
discontent  amongst  the  people,  is  an  evident 
sign  that  wo  have  as  yet  tuuny  enemies,  even 
within  our  bosum,  who  would  probably  think 
of  making  use  of  other  weapons  than  the  pen, 
if  wo  should  be  so  unwise  as  to  afford  them 
the  least  hopes  of  success,  by  making  u 
great  reduction  in  uur  army  ; and  therefore  I 
nin  for 'continuing  the  army,  for  this  year  at 
least,  upon  the  footing  that  was  first  proposed. 

Mr.  Walter  l1  turner  replied,  That  the  most 
weighty  argument  made  use  of  by  the  noble 
lord,  seemed  to  he,  that  there  was  a great  num- 
ber of  Scribblers  employed  to  write  against  the 
government ; but  for  Ins  pari,  lie  could  noi 
see  why  that  was  a sufficient  reason  for  keep- 
ing up  u standing  army  of  soldiers.  If  scribbling 
gave  the  government  any  uneasiness,  or  made 
them  dream  of  danger,  he  thought  the  best 
way  w ould  be  to  employ  an  army  of  scribblers 
to  dclenil  them,  for  be  did  not  doubt  but  a suf- 
ficient number  of  such  might  be  found,  who 
would  hat  upofa  that  side  w here  they  expected 
they  could  make  the  most  advantage. 

Sir  William  Yange*  then  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker ; 

The  question  now  before  ns  is  not  anyway 
relating  to  the  preservation  or  the  loss  of  our 
liberties;  we  are  not  to  suppose,  weeannot  sup- 
pose, that  bis  Majesty  is  to  employ  the  Forces 
we  are  to  keep  on  foot  in  any  illegal  way  : or 
that  he  is  to  make  use  of  them,  or  of  any  other 
means,  to  encroach  upon  the  liberties  of  our 
country.  We  have  had  sufficient  experience 
of  his  Majesty’s  wisdom  aud  goodness  not  ,to 
entertain  the  least  suspicion  of  any  such  de- 
sign ; all  that  his  Majesty  wants  is,  that  we  will 
take  a cure  to  keep  up  a parliamentary  force, 
sufficient  for  enabling  him  to  repel  any  attack 
that  may  be  made  upon  our  country,  or  upon 
our  constitution.  His  Majesty  desires  nothing 
but  what  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  us  in 
the  happy  and  quiet  state  in  w hich  we  are  at 
present,  and  fur  continuing  and  protecting  the 
free  enjoyment  of  those  liberties  and  privileges 
for  which  he  has  always  shewn  so  great  a re- 
gard. While  this  is  the  use  that  is  to  be  made 
of  oar  standing-army,  I cannot  think  that  the 
number  proposed  is  at  all  too  large,  aod  if  auy 
other  use  were  to  be  made  of  them,  1 hope,  1 
should  he  as  ready  as  nny  man  in  this  House 
to  oppose  any  such  measures;  but  as  long  as 
the  continuance  of  the  army  depends  upon 
the  resolutions  of  Parliament  from  year  to 
year,  there  is,  I think,  no  danger  of  any  such 
measures  bring  entered  upon,  or  even  so  much 
as  thought  ot;  the  parliament  will  always  have 


•Appointed  n Lord  of  the  Treasury,  May 
8, 1730.  in  the  room  of  sir  Charles  Turner, 
made  a TtfAigFiArfi.^seri^cb^MW.c  t.'nivcrsii.v  or: 
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it  in  tjieir  power  to-  put  a stop  to  such  mea- 
sures in  their  infancy,  nod  long  before  they 
can  he  made  effectual,  or  so  much  as  brought 
to  any  maturity  ; ami  I hope  it  never  will  he 
imugined  that  the  pa'liument  will  join  in  any 
measures  for  enslaving  the  people. 

The  present  question  is  not,  whether  we  slinll  ' 
establish  a standing  army  to  continue  for  ever, 
or  for  any  term  of  years?  It  is  only  about  con- 
tinuing the  number  now  proposed  for  one  year 
longer,  till  we  see  how  the  treaties  we  have 
lately  madeare  relished  by  some  foreign  powers. 

If  they  should  happen  not  to  approve  of  the 
measures  we  have  taken  for  establishing  the 
general  good  and  tranquillity  of  Europe,  our  | 
keeping  up  of  our  standing  army  will  prevent  1 
them  from  taking  any  measures  for  disturbing  I 
that  peace  and  tranquillity  so  lately  settled  and  I 
established ; as  long  as  they  find  that  we  are  in  I 
a capacity  to  compel  their  consent,  they  will  at  I 
least  dissemble  and  conceal  their  dislike.  If  I 
at  the  expiration  of  the  ensuing  year  vve  find,  I 
that  all  the  other  powers  of  Europe  are  quiet  I 
and  easy;  if  we  then  find  that  they  are  willing  I 
to  rest  satisfied  with  those  measures  w hich  have  I 
been  agreed  upon,  we  may  then  lessen  the 
number  of  our  Forces  if  vve  think  fit,  and  one 
year's  expence  of  maintaining  5 or  6,000  men,  I 
is  but  a trifle  in  comparison  with  the  loss  this  E 
nation  may  sustain,  by  exposing  Europe  and  , 
itself  to  the  danger  of  a new  war. 

It  is  well  known,  Sir,  how  fatal  it  was  to  ,| 
Europe,  how  fatal  it  was  to  ibis  nation  in  par-  < 
ticular,  the  disbanding  of  our  army  after  the  I 
peace. of  Ryswick ; king  William  had  too  much  ft 
wisdom  and  penetratiou  not  to  foresee  the  | 
consequences  of  so  w rong  a step,  and  therefore  I 
he  opposed  it  with  all  his  might ; but  bis  well  •! 
founded  reasons  could  nut  prevail  against  the  | 
spirit  of  that  faction  and  party,  which  was  so  fj 
troublesome  to  him  during  bis  whole  reign,  and  i 
prevented  this  nation’s  rtapiug  all  those  advan-  ,J 
tages  it  might  have  done  from  his  prudent  ad-  J 
ministration.  After  this  mischievous  resolu-  i 
tion  was  carried  against  him,  and  the  brave  J 
army,  which  he  had  been  at  so  much  pains  to  I 
discipline  aud  train  up,  was  in  pursuance  l| 
thereof  disbanded,  he  saw  himself  in  no  con-  W 
dition  to  oppose  or  prevent  the  Fiencli  king’s  1 
taking  possession  of  lire  whole  kingdom  of  Jj 
Spain,  upon  the  demise  of  the  then  king,  who  - j 
was  even  at  that  time  io  so  lingering  a condi-  | 
lion,  that  his  death  was  every  day  expected,  g 
which  made  the  Resolution  for  disbanding  our  J 
army  at  so  critical  a juncture  the  mure  l idicu-  \ 
lous;  therefore  king  William  found  himself  j 
under  a sort  of  necessity  of  entering  intn  the  ' 
Partition  Treaty,  which  was  afterward  so  much  | 
censored  in  this  House,  and  was  certainly  a J 
treaty  thnt  he  never  would  have  agreed  to,  but  i 
only  that  he  thought  it  was  necessary  to  give  | 
the  French  a small  part  ot  the  Spanish  doim-  | 
■lions,  in  order  to  prevent  their  getting  hold  of  I, 
the  whole. ' . I 

We  have  seen.  Sir,  the  good  cflccts  of  I 
agreeing  with  his  Majesty  in  the  measures Tie  | 

‘■‘•-esiubhsfo 
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j nient  of  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Europe  ; 

1 am  persuaded,  that  the  continuing  of  the  Hes- 
; iian  troops  in  our  pay  was  one  of  the  principal 
I causes  ol  the  success  of  his  Majesty’s  negocia- 
| tions,  and  I think  the  event  has  justified  me 
and  every  one  who  agreed  with  his  Majesty  in 
I that  measure;  as  I wns  then  uf  opinion,  that 
the  continuing  of  the  Hessian  troops  in  our 
pay  was  absolutely  necessary  for  bringing  about 
those  good  ends  which  have  been  thereby  ef- 
j fectuated,  so  now  I am  of  opinion,  that  the 
keeping  up  the  number  of  our  own  forces  pro- 
posed, is  a measure  that  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  preserving  that  tranquillity  which  is 
just  established. 

But  if  there  were  no  fears  from  abroad,  if 
there  were  no  danger  of  any  foreign  powers  at- 
tempting to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
yet  the  preservation,  even  of  our  own  liberties, 
and  of  the  Protestant  succession,  make  it  neces- 
sary to  continue  the  whole  number  proposed  of 
our  own  troops  in  our  pay  ; for  though  1 am 
very  far  from  thinking,  thnt  the  generality,  or 
that  the  greatest  pari  of  the  people  are  disaf- 
fected, because  I always  reckon  that  the  af- 
fection of  the  people  is  to  he  measured  by  the 
affection  of  their  representatives  in  parliament; 
| yet  1 am  sorry  to  ~ay,  that  there  is  still  a spirit 
uf  jneobitism  in  the  country;  though,  it  be 
i at  present  dormant,  it  is  nor  quite  extinguished, 
as  may  appear  from  the  treatment  lately  given 
to  a petition  for  erecting  the  statue  of  king 
I William,*  that  great  king  who  delivered  us 
I from  so  many  evils,  and  who  had  prevented  our 
I falling  into  the  most  abject  slavery  that  ever  a 
people  were  brought  into  ; yet  a petition  for 
' erecting  a statue  m memory  of  this  glorious 
king  met  with  such  contempt,  as  could  not  be 
given  by  any  but  those  who.  are  most  enthu- 
siastically led  by  thnt  evil  spirit;  and  while 
there  are  any  great  remains  of  that  spirit  in  the 
country,  the  government  never  can  be  safe,  nor 
can  the  peace  or  quiet  of  the  nation  he  secured 
without  keeping  up  such  a number  of  regular 
I force,  as  may  deprive  such  people  of  all  hopes 
j of  success.  For  which  reasons,  Sir,  I shall 
give  my  rote  for  keeping  up  the  number  of 
forces  proposed. 

Sir  William  Wyndhum  spoke  as  follows  : 

Sir  ; It  has  alwats  been  looked  on  as  contrary 
to  the  constitution,  anil  inconsistent  with  the 
liberties  of  this  country,  to  keep  up  a standing 
army  in  time  of  peace.  This  is  a tnaxim  that 
lm»  been  handed  down  to  us  from  our  fore- 
fathers, and  is  certainly  as  true  a maxim  as  any 


* The  old  Conduit  in  Cheaptide,  London, 
being  ordered  to  be  pulled  down  to  make  that 
street  more  commodious,  a petition  wns  pre- 
sented to  the  Common  Council  by  some  citi- 
aens.  desiring  leave  to  erect  a statue  of  ling 
William,  in  the  same  place,  at  ibeir  owu  sole 
expellee,  which  was  refused  : and  upon  tbis 
occasion,  one  of  the  Common  Council  made 
use  of  tins  remarkable  expression,  viz.  That  to 
consent  to  such  a request  would  be  only  re- 
moving one  ilililSfii«'bSySdl‘»il]J*iit!itlite  1 !rfversr 


that  ever  was,  or  ever  can  be  laid  down,  for 
the  preservation  of  our  happy  constitution. 
His  Majesty  has  been  most  graciously  pleased 
to  assure  us  from  the  throne,  ‘ That  the  ex- 
‘ pectntions  lie  had  given  us,  from  time  to 
'time,  of  seeing  the  general  tranquillity  of 
‘ Europe  restored  and  established,  are  now 
i‘  fully  answered.’  Wbafc  have  we  more  to  ex- 
pect i Do  we  hope  ever  to  see  a time  « hen  all 
the  powers  of  Europe  will  be,  even  to  outward 
appearance,  so  fully  satisfied  and  pleased  that 
no  jealousies  nor  private  animosities  do  seem  to 
remain  f The  hope  is  vain,  the  thing  is  impos- 
sible, for  those  very  measures  that  make  one 
easy  will  ulwnys  give  some  appearance  of  dis- 
quiet to  another : besides,  the  ambition  of 
princes  is  such,  that  no  general  satisfaction 
can  he  expected,  nor  can  a profound  tran- 
quillity be  hoped  for,  to  remuin  for  anytime 
without  s-intc  disturbance.  Either  now  is  a 
proper  time  for  us  to  reduce  a part  of  our 
army,  or  such  a time  will  never  happen  ; and 
this  nation  must  always  be  obliged  to  be  at  thci 
expence  of  maintaining  a numerous  regular 
army,  and  lie  exposed  to  have  its  liberties  and 
privileges  trampled  upon  by  the  means  of  thnt 
army,  whenever  «e  shall  have  a king  weak 
or  ambitious  enough,  or  a ministry  wicked 
enough,  to  engage  in  such  measures. 

A much  less  number,  than  we  have  at  pre- 
sent, have  been  found  sufficient  to  guard  us 
both  against  invasions  from  abroad,  nnd  in- 
surrections at  home,  even  in  the  time  of  open 
war  ; during  the  whole  course  of  the  long  wars, 
ne  had  in  the  feigns  both  ofking  William  and 
Queen  Anne,  a body  of  6,000  or  7,000  men 
wus  i bought  nil  that  was  requisite  to  be  kept 
in  this  nation,  for  guarding  us  against  all  the 
attempts  of  our  enemies  foreign  or  domestic  ; 
nnd  this  small  body  of  men  with  the  affections 
of  the  people,  appeared  to  be  so  sufficient  for 
the  purpose  designed,  that  the  united  powers  of 
Franceand  Spain  nerdr  durst  venturetomokean 
invasion  upon  us  : nay,  they  never  so  much  Mat- 
tempted  it  but  once,  and  then  they  did  it  in 
such  a faint  manner  as  shewed  they  were  afraid 
of  the  success  of  what  they  were  going  about : 
Yet  every  one  knows  wlmt  an-  advantage  it 
would  have  then  been  to  the  French  cause,  if 
they  could  have  made  a diversion,  by  lauding  a 
body  of  troops  in  tbis  island. 

After  the  peace  of  llyswick  the  Parliament 
was  then  so  jealous  uf  their  liberties,  and  so 
much  afraid  of  introducing  the  dangerous  cus- 
tom of  keeping  up  a Standing  Army  in  time  of 
peace,  that  they  got  the  army  disbanded  imme- 
diately after  the  pence  was  concluded,  and 
they  certainly  did  right  in  doing  so.  There 
were  no  fatal  consequences  from  thence  ensued, 
nor  could  the  disbanding  of  our  army  give  the 
least  occasion  to  the  Partition-Treaty  : Spain 
w as  then  in  a manner  our  own,  they  were  upon 
nor  side,  and  were  heartily  engaged,  or  would 
Imve  engaged,  in  any  tolerable  measures  for 
preventing  the  French  king's  tnkiug  possession 
of  all,  or  of  any  part  of  their  territories : but 
>liy  even  he- 
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fore  the  conclusion  of  it,  and  before  the  fatal 
effects  it  produced  were  felt,  strenuously  op- 
posed by  some  of  our  own  ministers,  and  was 
afterwards  so  justly  censured  ill  parliament,  the 
Spaniards  were  forced  to  throw  themselves  into 
the  arms  of  France ; they  were  obliged  to  ac- 
cept of  the  protection  of  France,  in  order  to 
prevent  their  monarchy  from  living  rent  and 
torn  to  pieces,  in  pursunnee  of  that  ridiculous 
scheme  agreed  upon  by  the  Treaty  of  Partition. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  this  false  step  by  which 
we  lost  the  whole  monarchy  of  Spain,  we  lost 
nothing  by  having  disbanded  our  army  ; for 
immediately  upon  the  war’s  breaking  out 'afresh, 
we,  in  conjunction  with  our  allies  not  only 
raised  such  an  army  as  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  have  defended  Spain,  but  was  found 
to  be  an  over-niptcli  for  the  joint  powers  of 
France  and  Spain,  assisted  by  their  new  ally 
the  duke  of  Bavaria,  whom  we  had  likewise 
disobliged,  and  throw  n into  the  scale  against  us 
by  the  second  Partition-Treaty.  And  consider- 
ing the  great  success  of  our  arms  in  this  Inst  war 
and  the  small  number  of  regular  forces  we  had 
in  pay  before  it  broke  out,  I think.weniay  from 
thence  most  certainly  conclude,  that  there 
never  can  be  any  necessity,  or  really  so  much 
as  a pretence,  for  keeping  up  such  a numerous 
Standing- Army  iu  time  of  peace,  as  we  have  at 
present  in  the  island  of  Great  Britain  alone. 

Sir,  The  brave  and  hold  spirit  which  the 
British  subjects  naturally  have  is  well  known  ; 
our  enemies  have  often  felt  it  to  their  cost;  I 
hope  the  same  spirit  still  remnius,  I hope  we 
have  men  enough  in  Britain  who  have  resolu- 
tion to  defend  themselves  against  any  invasion 
whatever,  though  (here  were  not  so  much  as  one 
red-coat  in  the  whole  kingdom.  It  is  upon  the 
bravery  of  our  subjects,  upon  the  natural  cou- 
rage of  our  men,  that  we  ought  principally  to 
depend  for  the  protection  and  safety  of  our 
country  against  a foreign  enemy  : By  trusting 
to  this  we  have  conlinued  for  many  years  to  be 
a happy  and  free  people,  and  as  soon  as  we  be- 
gin to  pat  our  trust  iu  any  thing  else,  our  hap- 
piness and  our  liberty  will  ho  at  an  end,  and  a 
state  of  misery  and  slavery  must  soon  after 

As  to  the  Disaffection  that  is  pretended  to 
be  in  the  country,  it  is  nothing  but  a pretence, 
and  it  will  always  be  a pretence  : I hope,  Sir, 
it  is  so  inconsiderable,  that  our  ordinary  civil 
officers  are  sufficient  to  seize,  and  our  common 
gaols  capable  to  hold  all  the  disaffected  in  the 
kingdom : But  I must  say  that  the  continuing 
of  a Standing  Army,  even  from  year  to  year, 
will  certainly  make  the  disaffection  increase, 
and  will  make  it  spread  through  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  ; the  people  never  can  be  easy  under 
the  load  of  taxes  and  the  many  oppressions, 
which  always  are,  and  always  must  be,  the  con- 
sequences of  keeping  up  a numerous  Standing- 
Army  in  any  country.  Our  I’eople  are  natu- 
rally jealous  of  their  liberties ; the  continuing 
of  the  army  thus  from  year  to  year  will  make 
them  conclude,  that  they  are  never  to  he  relieved 
therefrom  hyl.p.arijitrnsu*;.  itt\i.'l  tnay  .oitike.vtbKm.i 


despair  of  preserving  their  liberty  by  any  peace- 
able method,  and  may  make  them  engage 
against  one  another  in  a cruel  civil  war,  for  the 
preservation  of  those  liberties  which  they  judge 
to  be  ,in  imminent  danger  : These  may’  he  the 
consequences,  but  woe  to  those  med  who  nd» 
vise  such  measures  ns  may  produce  such  fatal 
effects ! I wish  that  neither  God  nor  man  may 
ever  pardon  the  authors  of  so  much  misery ! 

We  have  heard  much,  Sir,  of  the  distinction 
between  a Standing  Army,  and  a Pailiumentary  If 
Army;  for  my  part,  I can  see  no  difference;  I 
a Standing-Army  is  a Standing  Army,  let  it  be  I 
authorized  by  Parliament  or  not:  the  people  ( 
may  meet  with  the  same  oppressions  from  both,  ' 
and  both  must  be  maintained  at  the  people's 
expence.  I join  with  the  worthy  member,  who  I 
spoke  last,  in  opinion  that  the  affections  of  the 
people  ought  to  be  measured  by  the  affections 
of  tlieir  representatives  in  parliament ; it  has 
always  been  so  hitherto ; the  subjects,  when 
they  suspected  that  the  crown  was  making  any 
incrou.chmcnts  upon  their  liberties,  always 
pleased  themselves  with  the  thoughts  that  they 
would  find  a sure  redress  from  their  represent 
tatives  assembled  in  parliament ; upon  them 
they  always  depend  for  a certain  remedy  for 
all  their  real  or  even  imaginary  wrongs;  but  if 
this  House  shall  thus  from  year  to  year  agree  to 
the  continuance  of  a Standing-Army,  I am 
afraid  this  will  no  longer  continue  to  he  a rule 
for  measuring  the  people's  affections : The 
people  will  begin  to  look  upon  us  not  as  their 
representatives,  or  as  the  guardians  of  their  li- 
berties, but  as  the  insignificant  tools  of  a court, 
and  the  hireling  supporters  of  an  adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham  replied,  That  as  long  as 
the  army  was  regularly  paid,  and  strict  disci- 
pline kept  up,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  peo- 
ple could  meet  with  any  injustice  from  them ; 
and  as  long  as  they  were  subject  to  be  reduced 
•or  disbanded  by  the  parliament,  whenever  it 
was  thought  convenient,  they  never  could  be 
employed  against  the  liberties  and  privileges  of 
the  subjects ; therefore  be  did  not  believe  that 
the  small  number  now  proposed  could  ever 
raise  any  discontent  or  jealousy  in  the  minds  i 
of  the  people:  but  he  joined  heartily  with  the  j 
honourable  member,  who  spoke  last,  in  wish-  ( 
ing,  that  neither  God  nortnan  might  ever  fur-  J 
give  those,  who  were  or  should  be  the  occasion 
of  our  being  ubliged  to  fight  for  our  liberties;  1 
yet  the  case,  he  said,  had  happened ; we  had 
"been  obliged  to  fight  forour  liberties,  and  every  , 
thing  that  was  dear  to  us  : and  yet  notwith-  I 
standing,  many  of  those  who  had  been  princi- 
pally i lie  occasion  thereof,  had  been  forgiven,  at 

Mr.  Barnard  said,  That  be  could  not  agree  I 
to  the  continuing  of  the  army  upon  the  footing 
proposed,  because  we  had  been  assured  by  his 
Majesty  that  there  was  a profound  tranquillity  | 
abroad  ; and  if  there  was  any  party  at  home 
against  the  Protestant  Succession,  he  was  con- 
vinced it  was  so  insignificant  that  it  was  not 
.-.WPS (h  tftikiug  .tiptiff©};  li  JillKt  fhfii  setting  up,  or  . 
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not  setting  up  king  William’s  statue,  could  be 
no  argument  for  proving  that  there  was  a spirit 
of  Jacobitism  in  the  country : That  for  his 
part,  he  wished  that  the  proposal  had  been 
agreed  to,  and  chat  the  statue  had  been  set  up ; 
b'ut  he  was  sure  chat  the  late  opposition  that 
was  made  to  it,  and  the  refusing  to  set  it  up  in 
the  place  proposed,  did  not  proceed  from  any 
disaffection  to  the  government,  or  from  any 
dislike  of  the  Revolution  ; there  were  many 
other  reasons  to  be  assigned  for  that  refusal, 
which  by  the  generality  of  the  people,  who  were 
concerned  in  that  matter,  were  thought  to  be 
of  weight  enough  to  make  them  give  their  ne- 
gative at  that  time. 

Sir  Philip  Yorke  spoke  next : 

Sir;  It  is  certainly  the  interest  of  this  na- 
tion to  render  itself  as  considerable  ns  possible 
amongst  its  neighbours  ; for  thegreater  opinion 
they  have  of  our  strength  and  power,  the  less 
apt  they  will  be  to  undertake  any  expeditions 
or  invasions  agninst  us,  and  the  more  easy  it 
will  be  for  us  to  obtain  from  them  nny  advan- 
tages or  immunities,  which  we  may  think  ne- 
cessary for  improving  the  trade  and  increasing 
the  riches  of  the  kingdom.  There  is  nothing 
contributes  more  to  the  power  and  strength  of 
a people  than  unanimity  and  concord  among 
themselves  : a factious  divided  people  are  never 
able  to  do  much  good  to  themselves  or  their 
friends,  uor  any  great  injury  to  their  enemies 
and  rivals.  The  only  thing  then,  that  can 
make  this  nation  considerable  in  the  eyes  of 
foreigners,  is  a hearty  union  and  agreement  be- 
tween his  Majesty  and  his  parliament;  this  it 
is  which  has  produced  that  happy  tranquillity 
which  we  now  enjoy,  and  which  by  our  influ- 
ence has  been  communicated  to  the  rest  of 
Europe,  and  in  a manner  forced  upon  some  of 
the  princes  thereof ; some  of  them  had  inclina- 
tion enough  to  have  raised  commotions,  and  to 
have  disturbed  the  peace  and  quiet  of  their 
neighbours,  but  they  durst  not  venture  upon  it, 
when  they  found  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  his  parliament  would  join  heartily  in  the 
same  measures  against  them  : it  may  be  sup- 
posed that  the  same  inclinations  still  remain, 
they  only  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  follow 
them  ; the  least  disagreement  between  his 
Majesty  and  his  parliament  will  afford  them 
what  they  wish,  what  they  long  for,  and  there- 
upon the  flames  of  war  will  break  out  afresh  ; 
' for  preserving-  therefore  the  tranauillity  which 
by  our  influence  has  been  established,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  continue  the  means  by  which  we 
have  been  able  to  accomplish  so  good  a design, 
for  wliicb  reason  I am  for  agreeing  with  what 
has  been  proposed. 

Mr.  Walter  V lamer  spoke  as  follows  : 

Sir ; If  I thought  that  the  continuing  the 
number  of  forces  proposed  were  necessary  for 
preserving  the  public  tranquillity,  either  at 
borne  or  abroad,  or  for  any  other  good  end 
whatever,  I should  join  most  heartily  in  the 
proposal.  It  is  certain,  that  the  continuing  of 
*o  great  an  army  in  time  of  a profound  peace 
way  be  of  dari^bj-bbff^tth-ce'to'dSrebff.1 


| stitution ; ami  it  always  must  be  oppressive  as 
well  as  burdensome  to  the  people;  therefore 
nothing  but  an  absolute  necessity  ought  to  pre- 
vail upon  us  to  continue  a standing  army. 
From  past  times  we  may  be  able  to  form  a 
| judgment  of  the  present ; from  what  has  hap- 
ened  heretofore  we  may  judge,  whether  there 
o at  present  any  absolute  necessity  for  keeping 
up  such  a number  of  regular  forces.  During 
the  whole  time  of  the  late  war  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  there  were  hut  6 or  7,000  men  of 
regular  forces  kept  in  this  kingdom,  and  these 
were  found  suflicient,  though  the  Pretender 
was  then  openly  entertained  at  the  French 
court,  and  was  but  a few  days  journey  distant 
from  us ; it  was  then  much  easier  to  carry  on 
a correspondence  between  him  and  his  friends 
in  this  country  tha  n at  present,  and  it  must  be 
supposed  that  he  had  more  of  them  than  he 
has  now  ; for  hy  the  very  nature  of  things  they 
must  be  daily  decreasing,  and  will  at  last  wear 
quite  out,  if  wrong  measures  at  home  do  not 
prevent  it ; yet  notwithstanding  the  small  num- 
ber of  forces  then  kept  in  the  kingdom,  they 
were  never  able  to  give  the  government  any 
great  disturbance  or  uneasiness;  therefore  I 
must  conclude,  that  for  preventing  any  attempts 
from  the  Pretender  or  his  party  in  the  king- 
dom, a greater  number  is  now  not  absolutely 
necessary,  but  is  rather  quite  unnecessary  and 
superfluous.  1 

As  soon  as  that  war  was  at  an  end  our  troops 
were  immediately  disbanded,  and  the  army  re- 
duced to  about  6,000  men ; it  was  not  however 
at  that  time  pretended,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  keep  our  army  on  foot  till  it  should  be  seen 
how  the" treaty  we  had  made  should  he  relished 
by  foreign  powers,  or  that  there  was  any  danger 
of  the  war’s  breaking  out  afresh  in  case  we 
should,  for  the  safety  of  our  constitution,  and 
the  ease  of  our  people,  disband  our  regular 
forces.  Yet  I have  so  great  a respect  for  her 
Majesty’s  memory,  that  I cannot  believe  she 
had  any  views  of  favouring  the  Pretender  or 
his  interest,  either  at  home  or  abroad ; and 
with  this  small  number  of  regular  forces  at 
home,  we  found,  that  not  only  the  general 
tranquillity  of  Europe  was  preserved,  but  upon 
the  Queen’s  demise  the  Protestant  Succession 
took  place  without  the  least  disturbance  or  op- 
osition.  There  was,  it  is  true,  a rebellion 
roke  out  some  time  after,  and  thereupon  the 
army  was  augmented,  but  that  rebellion  wai 
crushed  even  before  the  augmentation  was 
made;  the  6,000  or  7,000  troops  we  had  in  our 
pay  at  home  were  found  sufficient  for  suppress- 
ing that  insurrection  ; and  notwithstanding  this 
small  number  of  forces  we  had  on  foot,  and 
this  insurrection  that  was  at  the  same  time 
raised  agninst  his  late  Majesty,  yet  we  find  that 
none  of  the  powers  abroad  ever  offered  either 
to  disturb  us  or  any  of  their  neighbours.  Thus 
we  find  that  in  former  times,  and  that  very 
lately  too,  the  public  tranquillity  has  been  pre- 
served, both  abroad  and  at  home,  by  a little 
more  than  one  third  of  the  regular  forces  now 
,pfoj&j-tft:t6'  ben lip1  rbiP 'Mrf  ftr  'Whit  end 
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part,  I can  find  none,  but  very  strong  reasons  raised  and  maintained  by  king  James  himself 


lor  opposing  it  ns  much  as  lies  at  my  power.  ( 
I must  say,  Sir,  that  it  is  not  to  the  diminu- 
tion or  reduction  of  our  regular  forces,  thnt 
any  attempts  against  us  ever  were,  or  ever  can 
he  owing  ; such  attempts,  either  by  invasions 
or  insurrections,  must  always  arise  from  our 
government’s  pursuing  measures  by  which  dis- 
affection and  discontent  are  sowed  among  the 
people ; when  the  people  are  generally  disaf- 
fected, the  malecontents  will  gather  confidence 
from  their  numbers;  and  our' neighbours  will, 
upon  every  occasion,  be  ready  to  invade  us, 
when  they  arc  sure  of  meeting  with  a powerful 
support  and  assistance  from  the  people  them- 
selves. There  is  no  one  measure  more  apt  to 
spread  a general  disaffection  among  the  people 
than  that  of  keeping  up  a numerous  standing 
army  ; this  was  une  of  the  principal  things  that 
ruined  the  late  king  James,  and  alienated  from 
him  the  people’s  affections  almost  to  a man  : 
lie  bad  to  trust  to  even  a more  numerous  army 
than  that  at  present  demanded ; but  what  was 
the  consequence  ? That  army  was  So  (hr  from 
recuring  him  against  the  general  discontent  of 
the  people,  that  they  themselves,  like  honest 
men  as  they  were,  joined  in  the  general  defec- 
tion, and  contributed  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
man  who  unjustly  put  his  whole  trust  and  con- 
fidence in  itiem.  I hope,  Sir,  that  the  English 
armies  will  always  behave  so  ; I hope  they  will 
always  be  so  faithful  to  their  country  as  to  for- 
sake the.  man  who  has  a mind  to  enslave  it ; 
but  this  is  not  to  be  depended  on  ; however, 
the  example  shews  that  any  army  breeds  dis- 
affection among  the  people,  and  that  even  an 
army  cannot  be  much  depended  on  by  that 
King,  who  by  putting  his  whole  confidence  in 
them,  has  incurred  the  displeusure  of  the  peo- 
ple. Therefore  from  the  sincere  affection  [ 
have  for  the  present  establishment,  I must  be 
against  continuing  such  a great  number  of  re- 
gular forces  in  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  Spoke  next : 

Sir; — I am  sorry  to  hear  a parallel  drawn 
by  any  member  of  this  House,  between  the 
army  kept  up  by  the  lute  king  James,  and  the 
army  intended  to  be  kept  up  at  present : king 
James’s  army  was  raised  against  law,  was 
maintained  against  the  consent  of  the  people, 
and  was  employed  in  overturning  the  liberties 
of  the  people  : the  present  question  is  about  an 
army  which  is  to  he  kept  up.  according  to  law, 
and  by  and  with  the  consent  and  approbation 
of  the  people.  If  we  look  into  the  Petition  of 
Right  * itself,  what  does  it  say  ? why  that  an 
army  raised  nr  kept  up,  without  consent  of 
parliament,  is  contrary  to  theconstitution;  but 
it  was  never  said,  that  nn.  army  kept  up  by 
consent  of  parliament  is  illegal,  or  any  way 
contrary  to  our  happy  constitution  ; in  tliis  re- 
spect, therefore,  no  parallel  can  he  drawn  be- 
tween the  present  army,  which  is  to  be  kept 
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and  was  so  far  from  being  with  the  concurrence 
or  consent  of  the  people,  that  it  was  to  be  em- 
ployed against  them  ; and  I am  persuaded 
that  no  man  here  suspects  that  the  present 
army  is  to  he  employed  in  any  such  maimer. 

“ I really  believe,  Sir,  and  I hope  I am  right, 
that  mere  is  but  very  little  dissatisfaction  in  die- 
nation,  and  that  the  Jacobite  party  is  now  be- 
come very  inconsiderable  ; hut  still  that  party 
is  not  to  be  ridiculed  and  made  a joke  of : we 
are  not  so  much  to  despise  all  attempts  that 
limy  be  made  by  them,  as  not  to  take  any  mea- 
sures to  provide  ourselves  against  them  ; such  a 
security  is  the  best  thing  they  can  wish  for; 
they  would  be  glad  to  oe  despised  iu  such  a 
manner.  Gentlemen  may  say  what  they 
will  of  the  little  consequence  of  any  endeavours 
thnt  have  been,  or  may  be  used  by  them  ; but 
the  late  rebellion  is  a certain  testimony  that  j 
they  are  not  to  be  too  much  despised. . The 
fate  of  the  kingdom  was  at  that  time  brought 
even  to  the  decision  of  a day,  and  if  the  rebels  j 
had  been  successful  but  at  Preston,  I do  not 1 
know  what  might  have  been  the  consequences  ; 

I dread  to  think  of  them,  but  let  them  have  been 
never  so  fatal,  if  the  liberties  of  this  nation  hud 
been  overthrown  by  the  success  of  those  rebels, 
it  would  have  been  entirely  owing  to  our  having  ! 
so  few  regular  forces  on  foot  at  that  time.  We 
have  escaped  that  danger,  but  Ho  not  let  usex- 
pose  ourselves  every  day  to  such  dangers  for 
the  future,  which  must  be  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  reducing  any  part  of  the  small 
army  now  on  foot,  and  desired  to  be  conli- 

A Parliamentary  Army  never  yet  did  any 
harm  to  this  nation,  hut  reductions  of  that 
army  have  often  been  fatal.  1 have  been  as-  >| 
sured  by  u minister  of  very  great  consequence 
, at  the  court  of  France,  that  the  reducing  of  t 
our  army  after  the  pence  of  Ryswick  very  much 
encouraged  the  court  of  France  to  take  such 
measures,  nnd  to  make  such  belt!  steps  as  they  , 
afterwards  did.  They  would  have  been  more 
cautious  if  we  had  kept  ourselves  in  a capacity  f 
of.  pouring  in  a numerous  army  upon  them;'] 
but  they  saw  that  we  had  put  it  out  of  our  ’ 
power  : and  therefore  they  despised  us.  The  re-  5 
tluclion  of  thenrmy  after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  A 
hint  not,  by  good  luck,  all  the  ill  consequences  *l 
that  were  designed,  but  the  reduction  was  cer- 
tainly made  with  no  good  intent.  I have  a 
good  opinion  enough  of  the  late  Queen,  she  i| 
had  not,  perhaps,  any  ill  intentions  ; hut  I am 
convinced  that  her  ministers  had  luid  a schema  ,* 
for  overturning  the  Protestant  Succession;! 
and  they  had  no  other  way  of  executing  this 
scheme,  but  by  getting  free  of  all  tbo-e  brave 
officers  nnd  soldiers  who  had  served  their  coun-  j 
try  so  faithfully  in  the  late  wars  ; this  was  what 
made  the  otmy  be  reduced  at  thnt  lime  so  low 
us  it  was : the  ministers  knew  thnt  those  honest 
officers  would  not  serve  them  in  the  execution 
. of^heiC  jdj^rpcciytf^cl^n^^,  ^ut-tbey  took  car* . 
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to  supply  their  .place  by  a body  of  above  6000 
ineu,  ivho  were  privately  kept  in  pay,  and  main- 
tained under  colour  of  Chelsea-Hospitnl ; and  1 
the  consequence  shewed  what  sort  of  men  these 
new  troops  were,  for  almost  every  man  of  them  ' 
appeared  in  arms  in  the  late  rebellion  against 
the  government.  We  have  heard  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  upon -which  this  reduction  was  made, 
opplauded  by  some ; whether  it  deserves  any 
such  applause  I do  not  know  ; but  I am  cer- 
tain, that  since  that  time  we  have  been  obliged 
to  enter  into  separate  treaties  and  negotiations 
almost  with  every  power  in  Europe,  for  amend- 
ing or  explaining  the  blunders  of  that  treaty; 
and  if  we  are  now  right,  whoever  ascribes  our 
being  so  to  that  treaty  may  be  said  to  be  like 
a man,  who  afier  breaking  another's  bones, 
and  seeing  them  set  again  very  right,  and 
well  cured  by  an  able  surgeon,  cries,  you  are 
obliged  to  me,  Sir,  for  this  great  cure  that  has 
been  performed  upon  yon. 

After  all,  Sir,  1 would  not  have  the  friends  to 
the  present  establishment  think  themselves  ab- 
solutely safe  and  secure  ; it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed but  that  his  Majesty  has  still  some  pri- 

ple  may  say  whut  they  will  about  the  treatment 
the  petition  for  erecting  king  William's  statue 
lately  met  with,  but  1 look  upon  it  ns  an  affront 
designedly  pal  upon  the  Revolution  ; mid  l am 
sure  it  never  could  have  met  with  so  much 
contempt  from  any  thing,  but  a spirit  ofjacobi- 
tism  still  subsisting  in  the  country,  which  can 
never  be  desfroyed  but  by  taking  away  from 
them  all  hopes  of  success,  and  lids  can  only  be 
done  by  keeping  up  an  army  sufficient  to  defend 
us  against  their  utmost  efforts. 

Mr.  Noel  spoke  next  and  said,  That  lie  ap- 

E roved  very  much  of  his  Majesty's  speech  to 
oth  Houses  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  ; 
he  was  glad  to  observe,  that  Ins  Majesty  therein 
declared,  in  so  strong  terms,  his  affection  for 
bis  people,  but  from  the  motion  that  had  been 
made  for  such  a number  of  troops  lie  i bought 
the  speech  ought  to  have  concluded  with  these 
words,  That  Ins  Majesty,  to  shew  his  affection  for 
his  people,  would  quarter  upon  them  for  next 
year  but  18,000  men. 

Mr.  Shippen  stood  up,  suid  spoke  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Speaker, 

I see  this  question  in  the  same  light  with 
those  gentlemen,  who  are  of  opinion  that  the 
determination  of  it  will  shew  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  whether  they  are  to  enjoy  tlieir 
civil  constitution,  with  all  its  rights  and  privi- 
leges, or  to  endure  a military  government,  with 
■II  its  incouveniencies  and  oppressions. 

However  harsh  this  assertion  may  sound,  it 
is  so  well  founded,  that  if  we  cannot  now  hope 
for  a reduction  of  the  army,  we  may  for  ever 
despair  of  it.  For  this  is  the  conjuncture,  this 
is  the  crisis,  when  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
may  with  reason  -and-jnstice  expect,  1 bad  al- 
most said  demand,  an  exemption  from  every 
Unnecessary  tax ; and  as  none  is  more  grie- 
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I unnecessary  at  this  time,  than  that  which  is 
occasioned  by  maintaining-  an  extraordinary 
number  of  land  forces.  Such  an  exemption 
must  be  acceptable  to  bis  Majesty,  who  hath 
been  most  graciously  pleased  to  open  his  ses- 
sion with  declaring,  ‘ That  it  is  a pleasure  to 
‘ him  to  give  ease  to  his  subjects,  whenever  the 
‘ welfare  of  the  public  will  admit  of  it.’ 

Sir,  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the  welfare 
of  the  public  will  now  admit  of  reducing  our  ex- 
pences  on  the  head  of  the  army.  For  we  have 
the  same  royal  assurance,  That  the  general 
tranquillity  of  Europe  is  fully  restored  and  esta- 
blished ; that  ’all  the  jarring  and  contending 
powers  are  united,  all  the  different  views  of  in- 
terest and  ambitian  reconciled,  by  his  Majesty’* 
extensive  influence,  and  consummate  wisdom  ; 
that  the  wounds,  which  have  been  loDg  bleed- 
ing, are  entirely  cured,  by  his  healing  hand  ; 
that  peace  and  good  harmony  are  returned  to- 
gether ; that  the  doty  and  affection  of  his  sub- 
jects, are  all  he  desires  for  his  paternal  love 
and  concern  for  them  ; that  his  Government 
has  no  other  security,  but  what  is  equally  con- 
ducive to  their  happiness. 

This  is  the  situation,  which  his  Majesty  pro- 
mises himself  will  inspire  us  with  such  a sea- 
sonable zeal  for  the  public  good,  as  becomes  a 
parliament  sensible  of  the  blessings  they  enjoy. 
And  imagination  cannot  form  a more  pleasing 
idea,  a more  perfect  plan  of  national  prosperity, 
than  what  is  here  described.  Nor  could  a good 
and  gracious  prince  bring  better  tidings,  or 
communicate  more  welcome  news  from  the 
throne,  to  a free  people. 

Since  then  his  Majesty  has  so  gloriously  per- 
formed his  part,  let  ns  not  be  wanting  on  ours. 
Let  us  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  con- 
vincing tbnse  we  represent,  that  they  are  im- 
mediately to  reap  the  fruit  of  his  royal  labours, 
and  that  all  their  grievances  will  be  gradually 
redressed.  Let  us  begin  with  reducing  the 
army,  and  making  them  sensible,  that  it  is  hot 
intended  they  should  any  longer  bear  the  bur- 
then and  i neon venietf ties  of  war,  in  a day  of 
profound  pence,  and  universal  tranquillity. 

If  we  fail  in  this  great  point,  the  people,  who 
did  not  resign  their  understandings,  when  they 
delegated  their  power  to  us,  know  they  have  a 

right  to  judge  for  themselves.  They  will  not 
be  imposed  upon  by  appearances.  They  will 
lie  opt,  notwithstanding  all  the  line  words  they 
hear,  and  all  the  tine  speeches  they  read,  to 
call  this  boasted  success,  these  promised  bless- 
ings, no  more  than  a mere  delusion,  a golden 
dream,  a chimerical  and  visionary  scene  of 
happiness. 

1 wish  therefore  the  honourable  person,  who 
moved  this  question,  and  the  other  gentlemen 
who  have  heen  his  coadjutors  in  the  support 
of  it,  had  heen  a little  more  explicit.  I wish 
instead  of  amusing  the  Committee  with  a de-” 
tail  of  the  various  reductions  of  our  forces 
from  the  treaty  of  Ryswick  down  to  this  day, 
and  assigning  wrong  causes  and  consequence* 
to  each  of  those  reductions : instead  of  assur- 
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the  officers  of  the  nrtny  had  frequently,  on  ex-  most  sacred  obligations.  Nay,  this  notion  is 
traordiuary  occasions,  assisted  the  civil  inagis-  not  only  injurious,  but  impracticable;  for  whnc  ■ 
tratcs  in  the  execution  of  their  duty;  instead  I have  frequently  advanced  here  must  be  uni-  j 
of  reviving  the  old  exploded  argument  of  dis-  versaily  allowed,  that  the  civil  and  military  I 
affection  and  Jacobitisin;  I wish,  instead  of  power  canaot  subsist  long  together;  and  it  i 
rambling  so  widely  from  the  point  in  dehate,  easy  to  foretell  which  will  at  lust  prevail,  which  I 
they  would  have  dealt  more  candidly  with  their  wiljiat  last  assume  the  sole  dominion.  We  see 
audience,  and  told  us  plainly,  whether  they  the  fatal  effects  of  such  a conjunction  in  those 
think  a standing  land-force  will  always  be  ne-  kingdoms,  where  armies  tyrannise,  and  where 
cessary  to  preserve  and  secure  our  present  senates  servilely  obey, 
happy  settlement ; or  whether  they  think  the  Now  God  forbid;  that  the  delightful  view, 
civil  constitution  of  this  kingdom  so  weakly,  the  glorious  prospect  which  his  Majesty  has 
and  so  imperfectly  framed,  ns  to  want  some-  opened  to  his  subjects,  of  their  present  envied 
thing  of  the  military  power  to  strengthen  and  condition,  and  of  their  future  unspeakable  feli- 
sustoin  it.  If  they  entertain  the  first  of  these  cities,  should  terminate  in  confusion  and  cala-  5 
notions,  they  must  give  me  leave  to  take  no-  inity.  God  forbid,  that  any  compliance,  any 
rice,  tbatsuch  an  insinuation  is  unjust,  and  the  resolution  of  ours  should  endanger,  or  alter  the  I 
, argument  odious,  since  it  is  a very  gross  re-  best  constituted,  the  best  lialuuced  government  I 
flection  on  our  present  happy  settlement,  in  Europe.  For  os  it  is  the  glory  of  our  ances-  I 
which  is  founded  on  the  principles  of  liberty;  tors,  that  they  have  maintained  it  in  oppositioa  I 
and  which  you  know,  Sir,  was  intended  Co  to  all  the  attempts  of  innovation,  and  that  they, 
rectify  all  the  errors,  and  to  reform  all  the  have  transmitted  it  entire  to  their  posterity ; so  '? 
abuses  of  preceding  reigns.  I say,  it  is  a very  it  will  he  a mark  of  eternal  infamy  to  that  gene-  ji 
gross  reflection  on  our  present  settlement,  to  ration,  in  whose  time  it  shall  happen,  either  by  h 
suppose  that  his  Majesty,  cannot  wear  his  crown  the  ambition  of  the  prince,  or  by  the  treachery  I 
with  safety,  hut  by  burtbening  the  nation  with  of  the  ministry,  or  by  the  sluvishness  of  the 
the  constant  charge  of  maintaining  near  18,000  people,  to  be  surrendered,  or  destroyed, 
men  ; but  by  establishing  a force,  which  will  But  I forbear  running  into  general  urgu- 
perpetually  interfere  with  the  liberty  of  his  sub-  ments.  I forbear  too  answering  the  distme- 
Jects,  and  consequently  shake  the  foundation  lions,  which  have  been  made,  betwixt  parlia- 
of  his  throne.  For,  however  changeable  the  ment-arinies  and  crown-armies.  For,  by  what 
counsels  and  actions  of  ministers  may  be,  the  epithets  soever  distinguished,  or  by  wlmt  au- 
nature  of  tilings  is  permanent,  and  it  is  impos-  thority  soever  raised  or  allowed;  armies  are  ia 
sible,  tlmt  wliut  has  been  the  constant,  the  cer-  their  nature  the  same,  and  the  danger  of  con-  tt 
tain  cause  of  destruction  to  other  governments,  tinuiug  them  the  same,  as  1 have  formerly  en- 
should,  by  any  new  schemes,  by  nny  refine-  deavoured  to  prure,  when  the  ministry  required  j 
Hients  in  politics,  be  made  the  snie,  or  at  least  for  mnuy  sessions  an  extraordinary  number  of  I 
the  chief,  security  of  his  Majesty's  crown,  land  forces,  only  because  they  had  by  their  J 
It  is  true  indeed,  tlmt  the  parliament  has  of  negligence,  or  by  their  insufficiency,  so  incuin- 
lnte  years  consented  to  keep  up  tin  extraordi-  bored  uud  embarrassed  the  public  affairs,  that  i 
nary  number  of  troops  in  time  of  peace,  for  they  wanted  a stronger  guard,  a more  effectual 
reasons  better  known  to  those  who  gave  their  support  to . secure  their  ndmiuistratiou,  than  i 
consent,  than  to  me  who  opposed  them  when  .their  own  wisdom  and  conduct, 
they  did  so : But  it  lias  never  yielded  up,  or  “ But  the  ense  is  altered,  and  his  Majesty  'l 
renounced,  that  fundamental  maxim,  viz.  That  uas  extricated  us  out  of  all  the  difficulties,  out  .1 
a land-force  in  England  ought  to  he  considered  of  the  long  unsettled  state  of  affairs,  in  which  I 
as  the  creature  of  necessity,  which  should  not  his  ministers  hud  involved  us,  1 therefore  rest 
,be  hllowed  to  subsist  one  moment  longer,  than  the  whole  debate  on  the  circumstances  we  are  1 
the  exigencies  of  the  state  require.  said  to  be  in  at  this  d:iy,  and  in  thuL  view  I lake  | 

If  they  entertain  the  second  notion,  they  are  it  to  be  impossible  for  an  v one,  who  is  a well-  » 
equally  mistaken  in  that,  ns  in  the  first ; for  it  is  wisher  to  the  true  and  antient  constitution  of,  )| 
a notion  highly  injurious  to  our  constitution,  ibis  kingdom,  to  vote  for  the  question  as  it  now  d 
which  was  so  happily  compounded  in  its  origi-  stands.  I submit  indeed  to  the  amendment  j 
dal  formation,  that  it  can  receive  no  addition  made  by  a noble  lord,  [lord  Morpeth]  for  a : 
or  alteration,  without  prejudice.  There  is  so  smaller  number  of  forces  than  was  at  first  pro-  , 
close,  so  just  a connexion  betwixt  all  the  parts  posed,  I mean  for  12,000  rather  than  near  j 
of  it,  that  if  any  one  should  be  made  indepen-  18,000  men,  only  as  it  is  the  minus  Malum,  and  I 
dent  of  the  rest,  it  would  destroy  that  syturne-  not  because  I ihiuk  that  number  now  ueces-  , 
try,  which  is  essential  to  the  whole,  and  which  sary  for  our  preservation,  nor  because  I think  j 
distinguishes  it  from  nil  other  constitutions,  any  number  ought  ever  to  be  admitted  into  ourl 
The  crown,  though  limited,  is  armed  with  pre-  establishment,  or  considered  as  a part  of  out 
rogative  and  power,  sufficient,  ns  well  to  de-  constitution,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever, 
fend  itself,  as  to  protect  its  subjects.  The  peo- 
ple are  possessed  of  rights  and  privileges,  in  as  Sir  Robert  Walpole  stood  up  next,  and  made 
extensive  a degree,  as  is  consistent  with  the  the  following  speech  : 

nature  of  monarchy,  and  those  rights  and  privi-  Sir;  I find  the  gentlemen,  who  oppose  the  mo-. 

luges  are  jMurjd  to  tk^.b^the  ^uyiigew  and , 811 1,1008 
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gued,  as  if  the  number  of  forces  now  proposed 
were  to  be  kept  up  against  law,  or  to  continue 
for  ever ; whereas  the  very  design  of  the  motion 
made  to  this  House  is,  in  order  to  have  a law 
for  keeping  them  up  ; and  all  that  the  gentle- 
man wants  by  his  motion  is,  that  they  shall  be 
continued  for  this  year  only.  The  case  then 
before  us  is,  whether  it  will  be  more  proper, 
and  more  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  to  keep 
tip  the  number  proposed  for  one  year,  or  by  an 
ill-timed  frugality  , to  reduce  some  part  of  them, 
and  thereby  expose  the  nation  to  be  contemned 
and  despised  by  our  neighbours  round  us,  and 
that  at  a time  when  the  public  tranquillity  is 
but  just  settled,  and  before  we  can  know  whe- 
ther some  of  our  neighbouring  powers  are  satis- 
fied or  not.  Nations,  as  well  as  private  men, 
must  accommodate  their  measures  to  the  times 
they  live  in.  The  circumstances  of  Europe  are 
now  much  altered  from  what  they  were  in  for- 
mer days  ; but  a very  few  ages  ago  there  was 
no  such  tiling  in  Europe  as  what  we  now  call  a 
standing  army  ; there  was  nothing  but  the  mili- 
tia in  any  country,  and  therefore  it  was  no  way 
necessary  for  us  to  have  any  thing  else.  If  we 
quarrelled  with  any  of  our  neighbours,  we  wore 
sure  they  had  nothing  but  Militia  to  bring 
against  us,  our  Militia  was,  and  1 hope  is  still 
as  good  as  theirs,  but  I do  not  believe  that  any 
man  will  say,  that  the  militia  of  any  country 
can  be  made  fully  as  good  as  regular  troops  bred 
up  to  discipline,  and  accustomed  to  command 
for  many  years  ; the  thing  is  impossible,  and  is 
so  looked  on  by  all  the  powers  of  Europe : 
There  is  not  now  a sovereign  state  in  Europe, 
but  keeps  a body  of  regular  troops  in  their  pay ; 
there  are  none  of  our  neighbours  but  what 
keep  a much  greater  number  than  we  do ; and 
therefore  it  is  become  in  a manner  absolutely 
necessary  for  us  to  keep  some;  we  must  have 
some  regular  troops  to  oppose  to  those  that 
may  upon  a sudden  emergency  be  brought 
against  us,  and  to  obstruct  and  oppose  their 
passage  till  we  have  time  to  raise  mere  : The 
only  question  js,  how  great  a number  we  ought 
to  keep,  and  in  what  manner  they  are  to  be  kept 
up,'  and  so  as  not  to  be  dangerous  to  our  con- 
stitution ? 

As  to  the  preventing  of  any  danger,  arising 
from  the  regular  forces  kept  up,  I do  not  think 
there  can  be  a better  method  proposed,  than 
that  of  keeping  them  up  only  by  authority  of 
parliament,  and  continuing  them  only  from 
year  to  year  ; by  this  method,  Sir,  they  must 
always  be  dependent  upon,  and  subservient  to 
the  parliament  or  people,  and  consequently 
can  never  be  made  use  of  for  any  thing,  but 
for  the  preservation  and  safety  of  the  people 
against  all  attempts  foreign  and  domestic;  and 
while  they  are  kept  up  in  this  manner,  they 
will  always  be  a terror  to  oar  enemies,  without 
subjecting  us  to  any  of  those  misfortunes  which 
other  countries  have  fallen  into.  A standing 
army,  I find,  is  represented  by  some  gentlemen, 
who  have  spoke  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  as  not  to  be  depended  on  even  by  the 
Kiug,  whose  afjEnce  Uugr  I ^roui^baj. 


I an  army  of  British  subjects,  whatever  way 
kept  up  or  modelled,  is  not  to  be  trusted  to  by 
a King  who  makes  any  attempts  upon  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people;  but  if  such  an  army  raised 
and  maintained  without  consent  of  parliament 
was,  we  find,  not  to  be  trusted  to  by  a King 
who  had  such  designs,  how  much  "less  can 
any  man  depend  for  the  execution  of  such  de- 
signs upon  an  army  such  as  we  have  at  present? 
An  army  raised,  kept  up,  and  maintained  by 
the  people : an  army  lliut  may  be  dismissed  by 
them  when  they  please;  and  an  qrmy  that  is 
commanded  by  gentleraenpfsomeof  the  best  es- 
tates and  families  amongst  us,  who  never  can  be 
supposed  capable  of  joiniog  in  any  measures  for 
enslaving  a country  where  they  have  so  great 
an  interest,  and  where  their  ancestors  have  so 
often  signalized  themselves  in  the  cause  of 
liberty.  It  is  not  therefore  to  heimagined,  that 
ever  such  an  army  can  be  of  auy  dangerous 
consequence  to  our  liberties,  were  they  much 
more  numerous  than  tbey  are  proposed  to  be. 

It  is  certain,  that  every  state  in  Europe  now 
measures  the  strength  of  their  neighbours  by 
the  number  of  regular  troops  they  can  bring 
into  the  field ; the  number,  or  even  the  bravery 
of  any  Militia  is  not  now  much  regarded,  and 
therefore  the  influence  and  the  credit  that 
every  state  in  Europe  has,  or  can  expect  in  the 
public  negociations  thereof,  depends  entirely 
upon  the  number  of  regular  troops  they  can 
command  upon  any  emergency ; we  must  there- 
fore conclude,  that  if  we  reduce  the  number  of 
our  forces,  our  influence  abroad  will  decrease  ; 
our  enemies  will  begin  to  imagine,  that  they 
may  catch  great  advantages  of  us,  or  at  least 
of  our  allies,  before  we  can  be  in  a condition 
to  aflbrd  any  considerable  assistance  to  our 
friends,  or  do  any  great  injury  to  them;  upon 
which  account  1 cannot  think  it  prudent  to 
make  any  great  reduction  of  our  army,  before 
the  treaties  we  have  made  for  establishing  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe  are  fully  and  absolutely 
secured  by  such  alliances,  as  may  make  the 
execution  of  what  we  have  stipulated  anil 
agreed  upon,  certain  and  indisputable. 

But  even  as  to  our  security  at  home,  Ido 
not  think,  Sir,  that  it  can  bear  any  reduction  at 
present;  we  do  not  know  what  sudden  and  un- 
expected attempts  may  be  made  upon  us ; and 
notwithstanding  the  great  army  we  have,  as  is 
pretended,  at  preseut,  it  is  certain  that  we 
could  not  in  several  weeks  time  bring  5000 
men  of  regular  forces  together  in  any  part  of 
the  island,  for  opposing  any  invasion  that  may 
happen  to  he  made  upon  us,  without  stripping 
our  capital,  and  leaving  it  without  any  defence 
against  its  open  or  secret  enemies.  Those  who 
tell  us,  that  there  were  no  more  than  7000 
men  in  England  during  the  course  of  the  late 
war,  forget  that  we  had  at  that  time  dOCO  or 
5000  men  in  Scotland,  and  had  all  along  a 
great  army  abroad  at  our  command,  which  we 
could  bring  over  when  we  pleased,  and  did 
actually  bring  over  10,000  men  from  Flanders, 
immediately  upon  the  first  certain  accounts  we 
had  tha^  the  French  designed  on  invasion  in 
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Scotland,  which  made  the  number  of  regular 
forces  then  in  the  island  above  20,000,  and 
shews  that  we  vrere  very  far  from  relying  upon 
the  7,000  men  we  then  had  iu  England,  for  our 
sole  defence  in  the  time  of  danger : besides,  we 
ought  to  consider  that  the  king  of  France  was 
then  wholly  taken  up  in  defending  his  own 
territories  ,and  settling  his  sou  iu  the  possession 
of  the  Spanish  Monarchy ; he  bad  not  time  to 
think  of  the  Pretender,  nor  could  he  spare  any 
troops  for  making  an  invasiou  upon  us. 

Whereas,  should  thnt  nation,  or  any  other 
begin  notv  to  have  a quarrel  with  ns;  the  first 
thing  they  would  probably  do,  would  be  to 
endeavour  to  steal  in  the  Pretender  upon  us 
with  a good  body  of  regular  troops;  which  at- 
tempt they  will  always  ho  the  more  ready  to 
make,  the  fewer  regular  forces  we  huve  at 
home  to  oppose  them:  We  have  now  no  army 
abroad  ut  our  command ; our  allies  might  per- 
haps have  uo  more  than  were  absolutely  ue- 
cessary  for  the  defence  of  their  own  territories, 
uod  though  they  had,  wo  know  whut  a tedious 
eflair-it  is  before  they  can  he  brought  ove>  to 
our  assistance;  we  cannot  therefore  properly 
put  our  trust  in  nuy  hut  those  which  we  have 
within  the  Island,  the  number  proposed  is  the 
smallest  we  can  trust  to,  till  the  affairs  of  Eu- 
rope be  so  settled,  as  that  we  can  he  in  no 
danger  of  an  attack. 

I must  take  notice,  Sir,  that  all  those  who 
ore  professed  enemies  to  our  constitution,  and 
to  the  Protestant  succession,  exclaim  loudly 
qgninst  a standing  army  : There,  is  not,  I be- 
lieve, a Jacobite  in  the  luud,  but  whut  appears 
strenuously  against  the  keeping  up  so  great  a 
number  of  regular  forces  : I must,  Sir,  upon 
this  occasion,  acquaint  you  with  a story  that 
happened  to  me  hut  the  other  day.  Some  hills 
having  been  lately  sent  over  from  Ireland  for 
his  Majesty’s  approbation,  and  among  them 
one  against  the  pnpists'of  that  kingdom;  coun- 
sel wore  admitted  to  bo  heard  for  and  against 
She  Bill;  In  mguing  of  this  matter,  it  happened 
-h.it  the  counsel.  for  the  Papists  had  occasion 
So  refer  to  the  articles  of  Limerick,  and  there- 
fore wanted  them  to  be  read ; but  there  being 
no  copy  of  them  then  at  the  counsel  board, 
their  solicitor,  who  was  a Papist,  pulled  a little 
book  out  of  his  pocket,  and  from  thence  read 
the  Articles;  I supposed  that  this  little  book 
was  his  Vadt  Mecum,  and  therefore  I desired 
to  look  upon  it,  and  found  that  it  contained 
those  articles  of  Limerick,  the  French  king’s 
declaration  against  the  States  of  Holland  in 
the  year  1701,  and  three  arguments  against  a 
standing  army : from  whence  I concluded,  that 
this  solicitor  was  a notable  hulderforth  in 
coffee-houses  against  the  pernicious  conse- 

3ueuces  of  a standing  nrmy ; and  I do  not 
uubt,  hat  that  if  he  were  a member  of  this 
House,  he  would  be  one  of  the  keenest  among 
us  against  the  present  question  : For  which 
reason,  Sir,  I shall  glory  in  being  one  of  those 
that  are  for  it; 


[,  1732 .—Debale  in  the  Common*  [904 

Mr.  William  Pulteney*  replied  as  follows. 

Sir ; 

We  have  heard  a great  deal  about  parlia- 
mentary armies,  and  about  an  army  continued 
from  year  to  year;  I have  always  been,  Sir, 
and  always  shall  he  against  a standing  many  oi 
any  kind;  to  uie  it  is  u terrible  tiling  whether 
under  tbat-of  parliamentary  or  any  other  de- 


* " Mr.  Pulteney  being  horn  toajpieiiiifuifnr- 
luue,  lie  early  had  a seat  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  began  to  distinguish  himself  byfbemg 
a warm  partisan  against  the  ministry  ’iu  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne.  He  hud  sagactly  to  de- 
tect their  errors,  and  spirited  eloqueute  suffi- 
cient to  expose  them.  These  services  were  well 
rewarded  by  king  George  1,  who,  upon  coming 
to  the  throne,  raised  Mr.  Pulteney  to  the  place 
of  secretary  at  war,  iu  the  year  17 14.  Not 
long  after  he  was  raised  to  lie  cofferer  to  his 
Majesty’s  lioushuld  ; but  the  intimacy  between 
this  gentleman  and  sir  Robert  Walpole,  who 
then  acted  as  prime  minister,  was  suou  inter- 
rupted, by  its  being  suspected  that  sir  Robert 
was  desirous  of  extending  the  limits  of  the  pre-. 
rogotive,  and  promoting  the  interest  of  Hanover, 
at  the  expence  of  his  country. 

“ Nor  iiul  Mr.  Pulteney  confine  his  displea- 
sure ut  the  minister  to  his  person  only,  hut  to 
ull  ‘lijs  measures ; so  that  some  huve  been  of 
opinion,  thut  lie  opposed  sir  Rnberi  often,  when 
the  measures  he'pursued  were  beneficial  to  the 

“ This  course  of  steady  opposition  at  Iasi  be- 
came so  ohnoxjuus  to  thecrowu,  that  the  King, 
on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1731,  culled  tor  the  coun- 
cil book,  and  with  hisowahaud  struck  the  name 
of  William  Pulteney,  esq.  out  of  the  list  of  privy 
counsellors:  his  Majesty  lurther  ordered  him 
to  be  put  out  of  all  commissions  of  the  pence ; 
the  several  lord  lieutenants,  fr..ui  whom  he  had 
received  deputations,  were  commanded  to  re- 
yoke them  ; and  the  lord  chancellor  and  secre- 
taries of  stale  were  directed  to  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  that  purpose. 

“ A proceeding  so  violent  in  the  ministry 
only  served  to  inflame  iliis  gentleman's  resent- 
ment, and  increase  his  popularity.  It  was 
some  time  after  this,  thut  lie  made  that  celebrat- 
ed speech,  in  which  he  compared  the  ministry 
to  an  empiric,  and  the  constitution  of  England  . 
to  his  patients.  “ This  pretender  in  physic," 
said  he,  “ beiug  consulted,  tells  the  distemper- 
‘ ed  person,  there  were  but  two  or  three  ways 

* of  treating  his  disease,  aud  he  was  afraid  that 
‘ none  of  them  would  succeed.  A vomit  might 

* throw  him  into  convulsions  that  would  acca- 
‘ siou  immediate  death;  n purge  might  bring 
‘ on  u diarrheen  that  would  carry  him  nS  in  u 
‘ short  time ; and  he  had  been  already  bled  so 
< much,  aud  so  often,  that  he  could  bear  it  no 
1 longer.  The  unfortunate  patient,  shocked  at 
‘ this  declaration,  replies, 1 Sir,  you  have  always 

* pretended  to  be  a regular  doctor,  hut  I now 
1 find  you  are  air  arrant  quack  ; I had  an  excel- 
‘ lent  constitution  when  1 first  fell  into  your 

''i  htindsjriha t yiisrhtote: quite ndcsiroy ed  it ; and 
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stgnation  ; n standing  army  is  still  a standing 
army,  whatever  nnme  it  be  called  by  ; they  are 
a body  of  men  distinct  from  the  body  of  the 
people  : they  are  governed  b^  different  lnws  : 
blind  obedience,  and  an  enure  submission  to 
tlie  orders  of  their  commending  officer  is  their 


* now  I find  l have  no  other  chance  for  saving 
‘ my  life,  but  by  calling  for  the  help  of  some  re- 
' gular  physician.’ 

“ In  the  year  1741,  when  sir  Robert  found 
his  place  of  prime  minister  no  longer  teunble, 
he  wisely  resigned  all  his  employments,  aud 
was  created  earl  of  Orford.  His  opposers, 
among  whom  Mr.  Pulteney  had  long  been  fore- 
most, were  assured  of  being  provided  for ; and, 
among  several  other  promotions,  Mr.  Polteney 
was  sworn  of  the  privy  council,  nnd  soon  after- 
wards created  earl  of’ Bath.  He  had  long  lived 
in  the  very  focus  of  popular  observation,  and 
was  respected  as  the  chief  bulwark  against  the 
encroachments  of  the  crown.  But,  from  the 
moment  he  accepted  a title,  nil  his  favour  with 
the  people  was  at  an  end  ; and  the  rest  nf  his 
life  was  spent  in  contemning  that  applause 
which  be  could  no  longer  secure.” — Biographi- 
cal Dictionary. 

“ Air.  Pulteney  was  the  head  of  the  opposi- 
tion jn  the  House  of  Comnious.  He  was  n 
professed  whig,  nnd  as  such  he  opposed  the 
minister ; hut  he  never  intended  that  this  op- 
position should  be  carried  farther  than  to  re- 
trieve the  nation  from  those  measures,  which  as 
a whig  lie  thought  to  he  wrong,  and  which  he 
blamed  the  minister,  who  had  risen  upon  the 
whig  interest,  for  pursuing.” — Tinilak. 

“ Mr.  Pulteney  inherited  fropt  nature  n good 
understanding,  which  be  had  studiously  culti- 
vated ; he  was  oneof  the  most  learned  members 
in  the  House  of  Commons;  Extremely  well 
qualified  to  judge  of  literary  productions;  well 
read  in  history  and  politics ; deeply  skilled  in 
the  British  constitution,  the  detail  of  govern- 
ment, nuil  the  nature  of  the  finances.  lie 
spoke  with  freedom,  fluency,  and  uncommon 
warmth  of  declamation,  which  whb  said  to  he 
the  effect  of  personal 'animosity  to  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  with  whom  lie  had  formerly  been  con- 

“ Soon  after  he  was  made  carl  of  Bath,  he 
declared  in  the  House  of  Lords,  ‘ That  he  con- 
‘ sidered  it  as  an  net  of  cowardice  nnd  mean- 
‘ ness  to  fall  passively  down  the  stream  of  popu- 
‘ larity,  and  to  suffer  his  reason  nnd  integrity 

* to  be  overborne  by  the  noise  of  vulgar  cla- 
‘ mors,  which  had  been  raised  against  the  mca- 
‘ sures  of  government  by  the  low  arts  of  exag- 

* geration,  fallacious  reasonings,  and  partial  re- 
‘ presentations.’  The  very  language  which  sir 
Robert  Walpole  hnd  often  used  against  Mr. 
Pulteney  and  his  confederates  in  the  House  of 
Commons." — Smollett. 

“ Mr.  Pulteney  was  formed  by  nature  for  so- 
dal  and  convivial  pleasures.  Resentment  made 
■im  engage  ifttattyuav-  lkuh»d  tbcrtightimu'i 


only  principle.  The  nations  around  us,  Sir, 
are  already  enslaved,  mid  have  been  enslaved 
by  those  very  means;  by  means  of  their  stand- 
ing armies  they  hare  every  one  lost  their  liber- 
ties i it  is  indeed  impossible  that  the  liberties 
of  the  people  eao  he  preseived,  in  any  country 


self  slighted  by  sir  Robert  W nlpole,  to  whom  he 
publicly  avowed  not  only  revenge,  but  utter 
destruction.  He  hnd  lively  and  shining  parts, 
a surprizing  quickness  of  wit,  and  a happy  turn 
to  the  most  amusing  nnd  entertaining  kinds  of 
poetry,  os  epigrams,  ballads,  odes,  he.;  in  all 
which  lie  Imd  an  uncommon  facility.  His  com- 
positions in  that  way  were  sometimes  satirical, 
often  licentious,  hut  always  full  of  wit. 

“ He  had  a quick  and'  clear  conception  of 
business,  could  equally  detect  and  practise  so- 
phistry. He  could  state  and  explain  the  most 
intricate  matters,  even  in  figures,  with  the  ut- 
most perspicuity.  His  parts  were  rather  above 
business;  and  the  warmth  of  bis  imagination, 
joined  to  the  impetuosity  nmj  restlessness  of 
bis  temper,  made  him  incapable  of  cunducting 
it  long  together  with  prudence  nnd  steadiness. 

“ He  wus  a most  complete  orator  and  debater 
in  the  House  of  Commons;  eloquent,  enter- 
taining, persuasive,  strong,  and  pathetic,  as  oc- 
casion required ; for  he  l)a(l  arguments,  wit, 
and  tears,  at  his  command.  Iiis  breast  was 
the  seat  of  all  those  passions  which  degrade  our 
nature,  nnd  disturb  our  reason.  There  they 
raged  in  perpetual  conflict;  but  avarice,  the 
meanest  of  them  all,  generally  triumphed,  ruled 
absolutely,  and  in  many  instances,  which  I 
forbear  to  mention,  most  scaudnlously. 

“ His  sudden  passion  was  outrageous,  but 
supported  by  great  personal  courage.  Nothing 
exceeded  his  ambition  but  his  avarice ; they 
often  accompany,  aud  are  frequently  nnd  reci- 
procally the  causes  and  the  effects  of  each 
other;  but  the  latter  is  always  a c log  upon  the 
former.  He  affected  good-nature  and  com- 
passion, nnd  perhaps  his  heart  might  feel  the 
misfortunes  and  distresses  of  bis  fellow-crea- 
tures, but  his  hnud  was  seldom  or  never  stretch- 
ed out  to  relieve  them.  Though  he  wgs  an 
able  actor  of  trntli  and  sincerity,  lie  could 
occasionally  lay  ihein  aside,  to  serve  the  pur- 
poses of  his  ambition  or  avarice. 

“ He  was  once  in  the  greatest  point  of  view 
that  ever  I beheld  any  subject  in.  When  the 
opposition,  of  which  be  was  the  leader  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  prevailed  at  last  against 
sir  Robert  Walpole,  lie  became  the  arbiter  be- 
tween the  crown  nnd  the  people  : the  former 
imploring  his  protection,  llic  latter  his  support. 
In  that  critical  moment  his  various  jarring  pas- 
sions were  in  the  highest  ferment,  nnd  for  a 
while  suspeuded  his  ruling  one.  Sense  of 
shame  made  him  hesitate  at  turning  courtier 
on  a sudden,  after  having  acted  the  patriot  so 
long,  and  with  so  much  applause;  and  his  pride 
made  him  declare,  that  he  would  accept  of  no 
place,  vainly  imagining,  that  lie  could'  by  such 
a simulated  and  temporary  self-denial  preservo 
yhis  jMjjtUiwdy.iwithrSSie  jJuWiCjTamt  his  power  at 
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where  a numerous  standing  army  is  kept  up. 
Shall  we  then  take  any  of  our  measures  from 
the  examples  of  our  neighbours?  No,  Sir,  upon 
the  contrary,  from  their  misfortunes  we  ought 
to  learn  to  avoid  those  rocks  upon  which  they 
have  split. 

court.  .He  was  mistaken  in  both.  The  King 
linted  him  almost  as  much  for  what  he  might 
have  done,  as  for  what  he  hud  done;  and  a mot- 
ley ministry  w as  formed,  which  by  no  means 
desired  his  company..  The  nation  looked  npon 
hint  as  a deserter,  and  he  shrunk  into  insignifi- 
cancy and  an  earldom. 

“ He  made  several  attempts  afterwards  to 
retrieve  the  opportunity  he  had  lost,  hut  in 
vain  ; his  situation  would  not  allow  it.  IJe  was 
fixed  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  hospital  of  in- 
curables ; and  his  retreat  to  popularity  was  cut 
off:  for  the  confidence  of  the  public,  wheu  once 
great  and  once  lost  is  never  to  he  regained. 
He  lived  afterwards  in  retirement  with  the 
wretched  comfort  of  Horace's  miser;  (Populus 
me  sibilat,  &c.)  I may,  perhaps,  be  suspected 
to  linve  given  too  strong  colouring  to  some  fea- 
tures of  this  portrait ; but  1 solemnly  protest, 
that  I Have  drawn  it  conscientiously,  and  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  from  a very  long  ac- 
quaintance with,  and  observation  of,  the  original. 
Nay,  I have  rather  softened  than  heightened 
the  colouri ug.” — Lord  Chesterfield. 

“In  1730  Pultcney  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  discontented  Whigs.  In  conjunc- 
tion with. Bolinghroke,  his  ancient  antagonist, 
he  became  tin;  principal  supporter  ofibe  Crafts- 
man, to  which  paper  lie  gave  many  essays,  and 
furnished  hints  and  observations. 

“ At  this  period,  Pulieney  was  greatly 
courted  by  i Ije  foreign  ministers  of  those  pow- 
ers who  were  displeustd  with  the  measures  of 
tiie  Though  Cabinet,  and  by  none  more  than 
by  Palm,  the  imperial  ambassador,  who  ca- 
balled with  opposition  and  endearoured  to 

“ The  controversy  in  1731,  which  passed 
between  Pulteney  und  Walpole’s  frieuus  and 
pamphleteers,  widened  the  breach,  and  render- 
ed it  irreparable.  The  Craftsman  was  full  of 
invectives  against  Walpole,  and.. the  measures 
of  his  administration.  In  answer  to  this  paper, 
n pamphlet  was  published  under  tlio  title  of 
‘ Sedition  and  Dofamation  Displayed in  a { 
Letter  to  Lise  Author  of  the  Craftsman,  with 
a motto  from  Juvenal, 

* Ande  illiquid  hrevibus  Gyaris,  *t  carccre  dignum, 

* Si  vis  esse  aliquis 

It  contained  a violent,  nnd,  according  to  the 
spirit  of  the  political  pamphlets  of  the  times,  a 
scurrilous  abuse  of  Pultcney  and  Bolinghroke. 
The,  character  of  Pulteuey  is  pourtrayed  in 
the  colours  of  party,  in  a dedication  to  the 
patrons  of  the  Craftsinati  ; and  his  opposition 
is  nltoljy  attributed  to  disappointed  ambition  j 
and  personal  pique.  In  answer  to  this  pain-  i 
p|  tie  t,  whJth'iie  supposed  'w-'beowl'iitbfl  > byfordi 
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It  signifies  nothing  to  tell  me,  that, our  army  . 
is  commanded  by  such  gentlemen  as  cannot 
be  supposed  to  joiu  in  any  measures  for  en- 
slaving their  coiiutry  ; it  may  ho  so ; I hope  it 
is  so ; 1 have  a very  good  opinion  of  inuuy  gen- 
tlemen now  in  the  army ; 1 believe  they  would 

Henrey,  the  great  friend  and  supporter  of  sir  j 
Robert  Walpole,  he  wrote,  ‘ A proper  Reply 
‘ to  a late  scurrilous  Libel,  intituled  Sedition 
‘ mid  Defamation  Displayed,  in  a Letter  to  * 

‘ the  Author;  by  Caleb  D'Anvers  of  Grays 

“ In  tin's  pamphlet,  Mr.  Pultcney  introduces  I 
the  character  of  sir  Robert  Walpoie,  which  it  I 
must  lie  confessed  does  not  yield,  either  in  J 
scurrility  or  misrepresentation,  to  that  of  Pul-  1 
teney,  g’iven  in  * Sedition  and  Defamation  Dis-  I 
• played. 

“ In  this  publication,  the  Author  treated  lord  I 
Hervey  with  such  contempt,  and  lashed  him  I 
with  such  ridicule,  in  allusion  to  his  effeminate  I 
appearance,  as  a species  of  half  man  and  half  1 
woman,  w hich  Pope,  in  his  character  ofSporus  I 
has  no  less  illiberally  adopted,  that  lord  Iiervcy  I 
was  highly  offended,  a duel  ensued,  and  Pultc-  I 
ney  slightly  wounded  his  antagonist.  It  after  I 
wards  appeared  that  lord  Hervey  did  not  com-  I 
pose  this  pamphlet;  and  Pultcney  acknowledged  I 
liis  mistake,  and  imputed  it,  withuut  sufficient  I 
authority,  to  Walpole  himself.  [It  was  written  I 
by  sir  William  Yonge,  Secretary  at  War,  as  ho  | 
himself  informed  the  late  lord  llurdwicke.] 

“ As  one  great  source  of  ubloquy  vented  by  U 
the  ministerial  writers  against  Pulteney,  win  K 
his  junction  with.  Bolinghroke,  who,  when  I 
driven  from  his  country,  Imd  espoused  the  I 
pnrty  of  the  Pretender,  a letter  by  Bolinghroke  I 
appeared  in  the  Craftsman  of  Slay  22,  1731,  1 
with  the  fictitious  name  of  Old-castle,  which,  A 
after  heaping  many  charges  on  the  minister,  | 
drew  the  characters  of  Pulteney  and  Boling-  I 
broke  in  a most  favourable  light,  and  vindicat-  ■] 
cd  them  from  the  imputations  of  the  writers  on 
the  side  of  government. 

“ This  Letter  produced  an  Answer,  intituled,  j 
‘ Remarks  on  the  Craftsman’s  Vindication  of  j 
‘ his  two  honourable  Patrons,  in  his  paper  of  J 
‘May  22,  1731.  Par  Nobile  Frntrum  ;’  In 
which  the  two  characters  commended  by  the 
Craftsman,  were  attacked  with  increasing  as- 
purity,  and  Polteuey  was  loaded  with  the  most  j 
virulent  personal  abuse,  by  ransacking  his  pri-  1 
vate  life,  prying  into  Ins  domestic  concerns  and  « 
family  transactions,  by  accusing  him  of  acting  ,) 
solely  from  disappointment  mid  revenge,  of  || 
being  governed  by  veteran  Jacobites,  of  dis- 
respect to  the  king,  ingratitude  to  the  minister,  D 
of  sharing  the  bounties,  mid  adtling  to  the  pen-  1 
sions  of  the  crown,  and  of  having  obtained  the 
fee-simple  of  0,000/.  per  annum,  by  the  favour,  j| 
indulgence,  and  assistance  of  Hie  minister,  j 
whom  he  had  sworn  to  destroy.  Perhapshe  j 
would  have  acted  a more  prudent  and  dignified 
part,  in  not  making  uny  reply  to  the  invective  , 
of  n parly  pamphlet  ; but,  as  he  conceited  i»  I 
.'-'to  lira  re'tieen  vrciptiHip  or  arte  letiatnbe  mate  r ial« 


*KJ9]  PARL.  HISTORY,  3 George  H.  17 
not  join  in  any  such  measures;  but  their  lives 
are  uncertain,  nnr  can  we  be  sure  how  long 
they  may  be  continued  in  command ; they  may 
be  all  dismissed  in  a moment,  and  proper  tools 
of  power  put  in  their  room.  Besides,  Sir,  we 
know  the  passions  of  men,  we  know  how  dan- 
gerous it  is  to  trust  the  best  of  men  with  too 
much  power ; where  was  there  a braver,  army 
than  that  under  Julius  Cmsar?  Where  was 
there  ever  an  army  that  bad  served  their  coun- 
try more  faithfully  ? That  army  was  commanded 
generally  by  the  best  citizens  of  Home,  by 
men  of  great  fortune  and  figure  in  tlieircountry; 
yet  that  army  enslaved  their  country.  The  af- 
fections of  their  soldiers  towards  their  country, 
the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  under-officers, 
are  not  to  be  depended  on ; by  the  military 
law,  the  administration  of  justice  is  so  quick, 
and  the  punishments  so  severe,  thnt  neither 
oliicer  nor  soldier  (lares  offer  to  dispute  the  or- 
ders of  his  supreme  commander  ; lie  must  not 
consult  H’s  own  inclinations:  If  an  officer  were 
commanded  to  pull  his  own  father  out  of  this 
House,  he  must  do  it : lie  dnrps  not  disobey  ; 
immediate  death  would  be  the  sure  consequence 
of  the  least  grumbling.  And  if  an  officer  were 
sent  into  the  Court  of  Bequests,  accompanied 
by  a body  of  musketeers  with  screwed  bayonets, 
and  w ith  orders  to  tell  us  whntweonght  to  do, 
and  how  we  were  to  vote,  I know  what  would 
be  the  duty  of  this  House : I kuow  it  would  be 
our  duty  to  order  the  officer  to  he  taken  and 
hanged  up  at  the  door  of  the  Lobby  t but  Sir, 
I doubt  much  if  such  a spirit  could  he  found  in 
the  House,  or  in  any  House  of  Commons  that 
will  ever  he  in  England. 


to  have  been  furnished  by  the  minister,  his  in- 
dignation was  roused,  and  he  published  an  ani- 
mated defence  of  himself  and  his  own  conduct, 
a work  to  which  I have  frequently- alluded;  ns 
containing  much  carious  information  on  the  ' 
origin  and  progress  of  the  q barrel  between  him' 
and  Walpole.  It  is  styled.  ‘ An  Answer  to  one 

* part  of  a late  infamous  Libel,  intituled,  “ Re- 
' marks  otT tile  Crnftsmao'i  Vindication  of  his 
‘two  honourable  Patrons-;’’  in  which  the  cha- 
' rncter  and  conduct  of  Mr.  P.  is  fully  vin- 

* dientod.'  Addressing  it  to  sir  Robert  Wttl- 

Cole,  lie  says  of  the  pamphlet  in  which  he  had 
ten  so  indecently  abused,  “ There  Hre  seve- 
ral passages  of  secret  history  in  it  fnlselv 
stated  and  misrepresented,  which  could  come 
from  nobody  but  yourself.  Yon  might,  per- 
hnps,  employ  some  of  your  mercenaries  to 
work  them  up  for  you  ; hut  the  ingredients  are 
certainly  your  own.” 

“In  the  course  of  the  defence,  Mr.  Pul'eney 
gives  ns  his  account  of  the  conversation  about 
“taking  him  Secretary  of  State,  which  he  ac- 
cuses Walpole  of  having  disclosed,  and  mis- 
represented. And  as  Walpole  had  thrown  out 
to  him  the  bait  of  the  secretaryship,  to  prevent, 
if  possible,  his  opposing  the  payment  of  the 
king’s  debts,  the  secret  history  of  that  trans- 
ection, as  far  as  Pultenev  was  concerned,  is 
laid  before 
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Sir,  I talk  not  of  imaginary  things ; I talk  of 
what  has  happened  to  an " English  House  of 
Commons,  and  from  an  English  Army,  not 
only  from  an  English  Army,  hut  an  Army  that 
was  raised  by  that  very  House  of  Commons,  ark 
Army  that  was  paid  by  them,  and  an  Army  that 
was  commanded  by  Generals  appointed  by 
them ; therefore,  do  not  let  us  vainly  imagine, 
thnt  an  Army  raised  end  mninlBined  by  au- 
thority of  Parliament  will  always  be  subnussivo 
to  them  : If  an  Army  be  so  numerous  os  to  have 
it  in  their  power  to  overawe  the  Parliament, 
they  will  he  submissive  ns  long  ns  the  Parlia- 
ment does  nothing  to  disoblige  their  favourite 
general ; but  when  that  case  happens,  1 nm 
afraid  that  instead  of  the  Parliament’s  dismiss- 
ing the  army,  the  army  will  dismiss  the  Parlia- 
ment, as  they  hare  done  heretofore.  Nor  does 
the  legality  or  illegality  of  that  Parliament,  or 
of  that  army,  alter  the  case,  for  with  respect  to 
that  army,  and  according  to  their  way  of  think- 
ing. the  Ptiriiament  diitnisscd  by  them  was  a 
lega[  Parliament ; they  were  an  army  raised 
and  maintained  according  to  law,  anti  at  lirst 
they  were  raised,  ns  they  imagined,  for  the 
preservation  of  those  Liberties  which  they  after- 
wards destroyed. 

It  has  been  urged,  Sir,  that  whoever  is  for  the 
Protestant  Succession  must  be  for  continuing 
the  Army : ’for  that  very  reason,  Sir,  I atn 
against  continuing  the  Army : I know  that 
neither  the  Protestant  Succession  in  his  Majes- 
ty's must  illustrious  house,  nor  any  succession 
can  ever  he  safe  as  long  ns  there  is  a Standing 
Army  in  the  country.  Armies,  Sir,  have  no 
regard  to  hereditary  Successions.  The  first  two 


that  part  of  his  defence  he  proceeds,  " Since 
now  we  are  upon  the  heads  of  secret  history^ 
which  you  hnve  opened,  I must  explain  ano- 
ther point  in  this  gentleman's  defence,  con- 
cerning the  reconciliation  between  his  late  ma- 
jesty and  the  present  king,  from  whence  it  will 
appear,  whether  you  or  tins  gentleman  was 
most  greedy  of  employments,  and  w ho  dis- 
covered the  truest  zeal  lor  the  honour  of  his  pre- 

“ The’  disclosure  of  this  secret  conversation, 
nnd  of  the  contemptuous  expressions  which 
Wnlpnie  is  said  to  have  uttered  against  the 
king,  when  prince  of  Wales,  instead  of  irritat- 
ing him  against  the  minister,  only  raised  his 
resentment  higher  against  Pulteney.  Frank- 
lin, the  printer  of  the  pamphlet,  was  arrested  ; 
Pultcney’s  nnme  whs  struck  out  of  the  list  of 
privy  counsellors,  and  he  was  put  out  of  all 
cormnisthms  of  the  peace,  measures  which, 
tendered  to  render  l lie  breach  irreparable. 
Such  was  indeed  the  bitterness  of  party,  and 
the  nnimnsiiy  against  -the  minister,  that  Pul- 
teney does  not  hesitate'  to  declare,  that  “ the 
opposition  had  come  to  a determined  resolution, 
not  to  listen  to  any  trenty  whatsoever,  or  from 
whomsoever  it  may  come,  in  which  the  first  and 
principal  condition  should  not  be  to  deliver 
him  up  to  the  justice  of  the  country.”  Cose'* 
[tffiWiiamptoh  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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Cmsars  at  Rome  did  pretty  well,  and  (bond 
menus  to  keep  their  armies  in  tolerable  subjec- 
tion, because  the  general*  and  officers  were  nil 
their  own  creatures ; but  how  did  it  fire  with 
their  successors  ? Was  not  every  one  of  them 
tunned  by  the  army  without  nny  regard  to 
hereditary  right,  or  to  any  right?  A oobler,  a 
gardener,  or  any  man  who  happened  to  raise 
himself  iu  the  army,  and  could  gaimheir  affec- 
tions, was  made  emperor  of  the  world ; Was 
not  every  succeeding  Emperor  raised  to  the 
throne,  ur  tumbled  headlong  into  the  dust,  ac- 
cording to  the  tueer  whim  or  mad  frenzy  of  the 
soldiers ? 

We  are  told,  Ho  ! Gentlemen,  but  this  army 
is  desired  to  be  continued  but  for  one  year 
longer,  it  is  not  desired  to  * be  continued  for 
any  term  of  years':  how  absurd  is  this  distinc- 
tion ! Is  there  any  army  in  the  world  continued 
for  any  term  of  years  ? Does  the  most  absolute 
monarch  tell  his  army,  that  he  is  to  continue 
them  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  number 
of  months  ? How  long  have  wenlready  continued 
our  army  (torn  year  to  year?  And  if  it  thus 
continues,  wherein  will  it  differ  from  the  Stand- 
ing Armies  of  those  countries  which  have  al- 
ready submitted  their  necks  to  the  yoke?  We 
are  now  come  to  the  Rubicon  ; our  army  is 
now  to  be  reduced,  or  it  never  will ; from  bis 
Majesty's  own  mouth  we  are  assured  of  a pro- 
found tranquillity  abroad ; we  know  there  is  one 
at  home ; if  Ibis  is  not  a proper  time,  if  these 
circumstances  do  not  afford  us  n safe  oppor- 
tunity for  reducing  at  least  a part  of  onr  regular 
forces,  we  never  can  expect  to  see  any  reduc- 
tion ; and  this  nation,  already  overloaded  with 
debts  and  taxes,  must  be  loaded  with  the  heavy 
charge  of  perpetually  supporting  a numerous 
Standing  Army  ; and  remain  for  ever  exposed 
to  the  danger  of  having  its  Liberties  and  Privi- 
leges trampled  upon,  by  any  future  king  or 
ministry,  who  shall  tqke  it  in  their  heads  to  do 
ao,  and  shall  take  a proper  care  to  model  the 
army  for  that  purpose. 

Then  the  'question  was  put,  on  sir  William 
Strickland’s  motion,  which  was  agreed  to,  with- 
out any  Amendment,  by  241  against  171. 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  on  Mr.  Pu/teney’s 
Motion  for  an  Account  ofmhat  Savings  had  been 
made  by  Vacancies  in  the  Army.]  Jan.  27.  Mr. 
William  Pulteney,  moved,  11  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he 
would  be  graciously  plea*"d  to  give  directions 
to  the  proper  officers,  to  lay  before  the  House 
an  Account  of  what  Commissions  in  the  Army 
and  Governments  of  Garrisons  had  been  kept 
vacant,  nod  what  Savings  Imd  been  made  there- 
upon.” Upon  this 

Sir  WUliam  Strickland  stood  up  and  said, 
‘ That  uo  surh  Account  had  ever  been  kept  at 
the  War  Office ; the  custom  there  was,  that 
when  any  officer  died,  theCoruiuissary  certified 
bis  death  to  that  officer,  in  order  that  tire  pay 
might  be  stopt ; and  Utey  never  began  to  issue 
any  money  upon  that  account  till  a uew  com- 
mission l.mvcrshyot 
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Sir  William  Yonge  * added,  That  whatever 
Savings  could  possibly  lie  upon  ,,Uiut  account 
amounted  to  such  a small  sum,  that  it  was  a 
mere  trifle,  and  w as  nut  worth  being  taken  any 
notice  of  by  that  House. 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham  said.  That  all ,lbe  time  he 
had  been  in  that  office,  and  he  believed  it  was 
so  still,  no  commissions  were  ever  kept  vnoant 
for  any  time:  that  it  was  always  his  Majesty’s 
custom  to  fill  tip  every  commission  in  the  army  I 
immediately  niter  it  became  vacant,  so  that  1 
there  could  be  iittle  or  no  Savings  upon  that  1 
account ; and  if  there  was  any,  the  custom  had  I 
always  been  to  leave  it  to  be  disposed  of  by  1 
his  Majesty,  in  such  muuuer  as  he  thought  fit,  J 
Hereupon 

Mr.  William  Pulteney  spoke  as  follows: 

Sir;  I made  th.s  motion  in  a manner  by  I 
mere  accident;  but  I do  not  think  it  is  nuy  I 
argument  against  it  to  tell  us,  that  the  Savings  ■ 
amount  to  but  a mere  tritle;  we  shall  be  best  l 
judges  of  that,  when  we  see  the  Accouuts  laid  f 
before  us  ; urn!  let  it  amount  to  what  it  will,  if  I 
it  is  saved,  (I  will  not  say  sunk,  being  a hard  A 
word)  we  ought  to  inquire  into  the  application  n 
of  it.  I believe  there  are  not  a great  mauy  | 
Commissions  kept  long  vacant,  but  I tun  sure  1 
there  have  been  some  that  have  been  kept  | 
vacant  for  a considerable  time,  we  ought  at  H 
least  to  have  an  Account  of  them ; because  l 91 
observe,  there  is  a demand  every  year  brought 
in,  which  is  culled,  * An  Account  of  Services 
* incurred  and  not  provided  for;’  I think,  the  M 
most  proper  way  of  answeriug  this  Account  is,  J 
to  have  ‘ An  Accouut  of  Services  provided  for  B 
‘ and  not  performed.’  I am  persuaded  that  iu  jl 
the  Civil  List  Revenue  there  is  not  an  office  'j 
vacant  for  a day,  but  what  the  Savings  thereby  ■ | 
ore  brought  to  account,  and  disposer!  of  in  the 
most  frugal  manner.  I think  the  same  good  J , 
management  ought  to  be  observed  in  the  army.  I 

General  Ross  said,  Thai  he  supposed  the  I 
.same  method  was  observed  now,  that  was  for- 
merly observed  in  Flanders : that  be  knew  no  J 
commission  was  then  kept  vacant  for  ally  time;  , 
ns  soon  as  ever  the  death  of  »uy  officer  was 
certified,  a new  commission  was  granted  to  , 
some  other  in  his  place,  and  what  little  Savings 
could  be  marie  that  way  were  always  left  to  the 
disposal  of  the  general,  and  were  applied  by  ' 
him  in  such  manner  as  he  thought  most  proper 
for  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Bootle  spoke next: 

Sir;  Whatever  is  given  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Army  is  a part  of  the  public  money,  and 
it  is  our  business  to  call  for  the  Accounts,  and 
inquire  into  the  disposal  of  every  furlhingof  jl 


* Smollett  describes  sir  William  Yonge  as  a | 
man  “ wlio  rendered  himself  serviceable  and 
necessary,  by  stooping  to  all  compliances,  run- 
ning upon  every  scent,  and  haranguing  on  every. . 
subject  with  an  even,  uninterrupted,  tedious  1 
flow  of  dull  declamation,  composed  of  assertion*  J 
without  veracity,  conclusion  from  false  premie 
ses,  words  without  meaning,  and  language 
Wllteffierji»1clpiil6t5?:l>:ii  Shi  ration*  -nit" 
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•uch  money.  I f the  Savings  by  vacant  cornmis-  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  defraying  the  charge 
sions  have  hitherto  beeu  well  and  properly  ap-  of  the  said  17,709  men.” 

plied,  they  who  advised  such  applications  will  | The  first  of  the  above  Resolutions  was  agreed 
have  the  more  honour,  and  if  there  have  been  ^ to  by  the  House,  without  any  new  debate,  but 


any  misapplications,  this  House  ought 
care  to  prevent  any  such  for  the  future.  iu 
past  times  the  Savings  upon  this  account  may 
perhaps  amount  to  but  a trifle ; however  it  is 
certain,  that  considering  the  great  number  of 
Officers  we  maintain,  a very  large  sum  may  be 
annually  saved  ; and  if  we  never  call  for  any 
such  account,  commissions  may  in  time  of 
peace  be  kept  vacant  for  a long  time,  on  pur- 
pose thereby  to  Vaise  money,  in  order  to  convert 
it  to  uses  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  nation. 
Then, 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  stood  up  and  said : 

Sir ; During  all  the  lime  that  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  commanded  our  armies,  there  was 
never  any  commission  became  vacant  but  was 
immediately  filled  up ; there  was  indeed  general- 
ly about  a week  allowed  for  the  filling  up  of  any 
vacancy,  hut  what  was  saved  that  way  was  gene- 
rally given  to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  to  an- 
swer some  of  the  extraordinary  expences  he  was 
sometimes  put  to : or  it  was  given  to  the  officer 
that  succeeded,  to  defray  the  charges  he  might 
be  nt  upon  account  of  his  new  commission. 
The  same  custom  is  still  observed,  and  any 
little  Savings  that  happen  between  the  death 
of  one  officer,  and  the  putting  of  another 
in  bis  room,  have  always  been  disposed  of 
by  his  Majesty  in  the  manner  1 have  men- 
tioned, or  have  been  applied  to  charitable 
uses,  and  given  in  small  sums  to  those  of 
the  army  who  stood  in  need  of  any  such.  I 
hope  this  House  does  nut  iutend  to  take  the 
disposal  of  such  small  charities  into  their  own 
hands,  contrary  to  the  custom  that  has  always 
hitherto  been  observed.  1 do  not  think  this 
House  can  be  so  good  judges  as  a board  of 
general  officers  in  the  disposal  of  such  chari- 
ties ; and  while  it  is  left  to  his  Majesty,  he  can 
always  have  the  advice  of  sucli  a board  when 


upon  putting  the  question  as  to  the  second, 


Mr.  Walter  Plumer  stood  op,  and  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker ; There  was  last  nigbt  such  a 
long  debate  upon  the  first  of  these  Resolution", 
and  such  a disturbance  upon  the  second,  that  I 
could  not  then  have  an  opportunity  to  speak  to 
it.  I hope  therefore,  Sir,  that  the  House  will 
now  indulge  me  with  a little  time  to  give  my 
sentiments  even  as  to  this  second  Resolution. 
Sir,  it  is  highly  necessary  for  the  good  and  wel- 
fare of  this  nation,  that  every  farthing  of  the 
charge  which  the  people  are  put  to  should  be 
publicly  known,  and  fully  considered  by  this 
House ; the  nation  ought  not  to  be  cheated, 
and  made  to  believe,  that  the  maintaining  of 
this  18,000  men  cost  them  only  653,000/.  when 
in  reality  it  costs  them  a great  deal  more.  Be- 
sides the  money  that  is  raised  among  the  peo- 
ple, and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  government, 
for  maintaining  this  Army,  there  is  not  an  inn- 
keeper, an  ale-house,  or  a brandy-shop  in  the 
nation,  but  what  pays  a very  great  additional 
tax,  by  way  of  Quarters  for  the  officers  and  sol- 

But  there  is  still,  Sir,  a much  greater  evil 
arises  froni  this  hidden  way  at  raising  money 
upon  the  people.  It  is.  Sir,  an  arbitrary  and 
an  unequal  way  of  raising  money,  and  conse- 
quently affords  to  those  who  have  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Army,  an  opportunity  of  oppressing 
some  people,  or  some  parts  of  the  nation.  If 
any  country,  if  any  borough  iu  this  kingdom 
disobliges  those  in  power,  by  sending  represen- 
tatives to  this  House,  who  do  not  vote  as  the 
ministers  would  have  them,  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  government,  even  without  any  pretence  for 
so  doing;  to  send  a great  number  of  the  regular 
forces  to  be  quartered  upon  that  county,  or 
that  borough  ; by  which  means  a much  greater 
sum  is  raised  upon  the  people  of  that  cc 

i 1-  — — ►!— -II”  — -sed  in  any 

if  any  prt- 

i-keeper,  or  nle-house  man  in  any 
e army,  the  | C0,jrUy  or  borough  shall  give  a wrong  vote  at  the 
atm  in  both  | e|ec,jon  0p members  of  parliament,  it  is  in  the 
I power  of  the  government,  by  means  of  the  jus— 

I tices  and  the  constables  who  are  named  by 
'■  | them,  to  oppress  that  man,  by  quartering  more 

f^e  soldiers  upon  him,  than  are  in  proporti 


any  small  sum  is  to  be  disposed  of  in  that  way.  _ ut  w __u 

As  to  the  Civil  List  there  are  no  savings  by  any  ' "nised 

vacancies  m that  part  of  the  revenue  ; every  olhers  t.ofUlc  . nay/  ' 

place  is  filled  up  as  soon  ns  it  becomes  vacant,  “ ■ . . 

in  the  same  manner  as  it  is  in  the  army,  the 
management  in  both  is  the  same,  an  ' 1 

there  is  as  much  frugality  as 'possible. 

Then  the  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Pul- 
teney’s  Motion  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Further  Debale,  in  the  Commons 


lar^Ls  S.75.K:  | r’dr.jrsi 


being  over,  sir  Charles  Turner  reported  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sup- 
ply, as  follows,  1.  “That  the  Number  of  ef- 
fective men,  to.  be  provided  for  cuarils  and 
garrisons  in  Great  Britain,  and  for  Guernsey 


plain 


> consider  how  they 


Sir  William  Strickland  replied. 

Sir;  The  honourable  gentleman,  who  spoke 


and  Jersey  for  the  year  1732,  be,  including  last,  seetni.  by  what  lie  lias  said,  to  bring  a 
1815  Invalids,  and  555  men,  which  the  -ix  In-  I charge  against  tne,  or  at  least  against  those 
dependent  companies  consist  of  for  the  service  [ w ho  have  heea  in  the  office  which  I have  the 
of  the  Highlands,  17,709  men,  commission  and  honour  to  be  in  at  present.  For  my  own  part, 
non-commission  officers  included.  2.  Tlint  a 1 Sir  I can  safelv  declare,  that  ever  since  1 came 
•■m  not  W Jai'Wj''  ffltiVtrtliFafO^  <flt¥ff  frilf  betW'fid  ftffour  shewn 
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to  any  one  part  of  the  country,  nor  to  any  one 
iimn  m the  nation  ; we  lmve  never  so  much  as 
thought  of  having  a regard  to  any  tiling,  hut  to 
that  of  cantoning  and  quartering  the  troops 
into  such  places,  ns  were  most  easy  for  the 
country  and  most  convenient  for  them  ; unless 
when  the  safety  and  security  of  the  nation  in 
general  required  the  inarching  of  a number  of 
them  into  any  particular  country.  This,  Sir, 
has  been  the  method  ever  since  I came  into 
the  office  : It  shall  he  ihe  method  as  long  as  I 
continue  in  it ; and  I firmly  believe,  that  the 
same  method  was  always  observed  by  my  pre- 
decessors in  office. 

Mr.  Edmund  Waller  said, 

Sir ; I do  not  know  wbat  method  has  been 
observed  in  coiitoning  and  quartering  the 
Troops,  but  I Uuow  that  the  country  complains 
heavily  of  the  oppressions  they  lie  under  upon 
that  nccouut ; it  is  but  a little  time  ago  since 
some  of  my  own  tenants  enme  and  told  me, 
that  they  should  be  ruined  by  the  dragoons  that 
were  quartered  upon  them  ; they  bad  not,  they 
said,  a lock  of  hay  but  what  they  were  obliged 
•to  give  to  the  soldiers;  so  that  all  their  o\yu 
cattle  were  in  danger  of  being  starved.  For, 
Sir,  in  all  countries  were  the  soldiers  come, 
they  and  their  horses  must  he  first  served,  and 
with  the  best  of  every  thing  too  ; and  what  is 
still  worse,  the  poor  people  are  often  obliged  to 
serve  them  at  their  own  prices. 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham  answered  Mr.  Waller: 

Sir ; As  1 hBd  the  honour  to  serve  for  some 
time  in  that  office,  and  particularly  at  the  time 
mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  I think  it  necessary  to  say  something 
upon  the  present  occasion.  I remember  very 
well,  that  gentleman  did  make  some  complaints 
to  me;  hut  I remember  likewise,  and  lie  must 
also  remember  it,  that  I told  him  that  the  re- 
view, which  at  that  time  was  the  occasion 
of  bringing  so  many  of  the  forces  iuto  that 
country  ; and  ns  soon  ns  that  was  over  they 
were  sent  elsewhere,  and  that  gentleman’s  te- 
nants, in  particular,  were  relieved  from  any 
hardship  they  might  think  they  Iny  under  upon 
that  account.  During  the  whole  time  that  1 
was  in  tlmt  office,  there  was  never  any  such 
complaint  made  to  me,  hut  thnt  I immediately 
ordered  relief  to  the  persons  who  thought  them- 
selves aggrieved,  or  gave  them  such  reasons 
why  I could  not  give  them  relief,  as  they 
seemed  to  be  satisfied  with.  In  such  cases  I 
never  had  any  respect  of  persons;  so  far  other- 
wise, that  I have  often  given  relief  at  the  de- 
sire of  those  with  whom  I never  did  vote  in  Lilia 
House,  nor  I believe  ever  shall ; and  have'  or- 
dered those  very-  troops  to  be  sent  and  quar- 
tered upon  those,  w ith  whom  I have  always 
agreed  in  opinion. 

Mr.  Plumer  spoke  again  as  follows : 

Sir ; I am  sorry  thnt  what  I proposed  only 
for  the  relief  of  the  public,  should  be  turned 
into  a personal  dispute,  or  that  gentlemen 
should  begin  to  vindicate  themselves  before  they 
ore  accuse4„,,J1t)4).lpfl®}[,L(|i^  l«H«Wffr,- 
ble  gentleman  now  in  tlie  office,  or  that  atiy 


gentleman  that  has  been  in  that  office,  used 
any  unjustifiable  methods  in  that  respect,  to 
favour  one  party  in  the  nation  more  than  ano- 
ther; all  that  I said,  and  I say  so  still,  was, 
that  such  methods  may  be  practised,  such 
means  may  be  used  for  oppressing  those  who 
happen  to  differ  ill  opinion  from  the  chief  men 
in  power;  and  such  means  being  of  dangerous 
consequence  to  our  constitution,  they  ought  to 
he  guarded  against  and  prevented  if  possible. 
The  Army,  Sir,  is  supported,  I hope,  and  main- 
tained for  the  service  of  all,  and  therefore  all 
the  subjects  of  the  nation  ought  to  contribute 
equally  to  the  expence  of  inaintqining  it.  There 
is  not  a soldier  quartered  upon  an  Inn-keeper 
in  town  or  Country,  but  what  costs  thnt  Inn- 
keeper near  as  much  as  he  costs  the  govern- 
ment; so  that  if  we  were  to  raise  all  the  money 
by  parliamentary  authority,  that  is  necessary 
for  maintaining  the  great  Army  we  have,  I am 
afraid  we  must  raise  near  double  the  sum  that 
is  proposed. 

Mr.  William  Pultcney  spoke  next : 

Sir;  I was  afraid  at  the  beginning  of  this, 
debate,  that  Barracks  were  to  have  been  pro- 
posed ; I am  glad  to  find  it  is  not  so.  I am,, 
indeed,  as  much  as  any  person  for  giving  relief 
to  that  part  of  our  poor  oppressed  subjects,  the 
Innkeeperssnd  Victuallers;  for  since  1 find  that 
an  Army  is  like  to  be  n part  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, I . think  it  very  just  and  reasonable,  that 
the  expencc  of  maintaining  them  should  be 
laid  as  equally  as  possible  upon  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  the  nation.  But,  Sir,  I must  observe,, 
that  the  same  money  that  we  raise  for  main- 
taining 18,000  men,  would  maintain  60,000 
men  of  regular  forces  in  France,  Germany,  or 
any  other  country  in  Europe,  according  to. 
their  way  of  regulating  their  armies.  I know, 
Sir,  from  whence  our  great  expence  proceeds : 
it  is  from  the  great  number  of  Officers  tnain- 
: rained  in  our  Army;  we  have  so  many  regi- 
ments, and  so  few  private  men  in  each  regi- 
ment, that  really  a great  part  of  our  Army  are 
commission  or  non-commission  officers,  which 
makes  our  army  so  expensive  to  us,  and  at  the 
same  time  makes  it  more  dangerous  to  our 
constitution.  I have  been  assured  that  100,000/; 
English  money  per  annum  will  maintain  10,000 
men  of  the. armies  of  France  or  Germany,  or 
nny  other  troops  but  our  own  : ami  I have 
been  told,  I do  not  say  that  I remember,  or 
that  I enu  depend  upon  my  author,  that  til*. 
13,000  Hessians,  which  we  have  so  long  main- 
tained, were  maintained  for  less  than  that  sum 
yearly. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  replied: 

Sir;  I wish  the  gentlemun,  who  spoke 
last,  would  give  us  his  author  for  the  fact  men- 
tioned ; let  him  he  who  he  will,  I know  the 
story  to  be  false:  hut  it  is  the  common  way  of 
scandalizing  the  government,  to  invent  and 
spread  false  reports  through  the  country.  The. 
stipulation  for  the  12,000  Hessians  was  made. 
Sir,  upon  the  same  fooling  that  all  such  supu-„ 

was  not  a penny,  less:  stipulated  to  be  para 
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them,  than  what  was  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
end  the  whole  money  was  yearly  advanced 
them,  according  to  the  Accounts  that  have 
been  laid  before  the  House. 

General  Wade  " spoke  as  follows : 

Sir;  Those  who  are  acquainted  With  the 
tnelhud  of  maintaining  a German  army,  will 
not  envy  them  the  happiness  of  maintaining 
their  troops  at  so  cheap  u rate  as  they  do.  It 
is  well  known,  that  what  they  come  short  of 
ours  in  pay,  they  do  more  than  make  up  by 
plundering,  oppressing,  and  raising  contribu- 
tions upon  the  countries  where  they  are  quar- 
tered. When  I was  in  Italy,  Sir,  I had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  invited  to  dine  with  one  of  the 
German  generals,  who  commanded  in  thnt 
country:  when  I came  to  the  palace  where  he 
had  his  quarters,  I found  the  hall  and  the  ave- 
nues leading  thereto  full  of  country  people, 
some  with  wine,  some  with  beer,  some  with 
bread,  some  with  fowls,  some  with  pigs,  and 
God  knows  how  many  other  things;  1 could 
not  imagine  what  all  this  meant;  but  when  <ve 
came  to  sit  down  at  table,  I found 'such  variety 
of  dishes,  such  variety  of  wines,  so  magnificent 
attendance,  and  so  sump  Lunas  an  entertainment 
every  munuer  of  way,'  which  at  the  same  time 
I was  told  to  he  the  General's  ordinary  way  of 
living,  that  I was  very  much  surpriz'd ; and 
after  dinner,  over  a glass  of  wine,  I took  the 
liberty  to  ask  the  General,  “ Tor  God’s  sake, 
‘ Sir,  how  ore  you  able  to  live  after  this  rate  ? 

* for  it  would  break  any  of  oiir  English  Gene- 

* rals  to  live  in  so  splendid  a manner ; Our 
‘ pay  could  not  support  it.’  ‘ Pay,  Sir,  says 

* he,  Why  I have  none  upon  this  account  from 

* the  Government ; all  tins  comes  from  the 

* country  where  I nm  quartered,  which  they 

* are  obliged  to  furnish  me  with  for  nothing; 

* I have,  Sir,  seven  miles  of  the  country  round 

* allotted  to  me  for  supporting  my  table.’ 
Then,  Sir,  I guess’d  at  the  meaning  of  nil  those 
country  people's  being  in  and  about  the  hall ; 
I found  they  were  nil  edme  with  their  peace- 
offerings  to  the  Gcneriil : at  this  rate,  Sir,  a 
German  officer  does  not  stand  iii  need  of  much 
pay  from  the  Government;  but  I iitipe  the 
kingdom  of  England  will  never  be  served  at 

Sir  William  Wyndhnm  spoke  next; 

Sir,  l do  not  know  what  may  be  the  methods 
by  which  the  Germans  or  Trcfich' maintain 
their  armies ; hut  let  their  rahtmir  be  what  it 
will,  1 aai  Sure  that  the  eXpence  we  are  now  at 
for  maintaining  our  army  is  much  creator  than 
necessary;  nay,  Sir,  much  treater  limn  was 
usual,  even  among  outsell  C5  for  maintaining 
an  equal  number  of  men.  I kili.vr  that  during 


• “ This  genitemsn,  from  having  seen  some 
service  abroad.  was  now  m a fa  r way  of  being 
at  the  head  of  his  profession,  and  his  rise  from 
a Very  ine-in  original  was  owing  more  n 
courtly,  than  military,  qualifications.  Ho  was 
naturulv  generous,  ami,  though  n it  void  nf 
understanding,  wa-T  extreme;  v Ingutted  to  his 
own  notions, WX1 


the  last  war  18,000  of  our  troops  were  main- 
tained abroad  for  400,000/.  per  annum,  and 
both  the  officers  and  soldiers  had  the  same  pay 
they  have  now  ; it  is  true,  it  may  be  said,  that 
this  hotly  of  men  did  not  cost  so  much,  be- 
cause there  were  no  guards  among  them.;  but 
I know,  Sir,  that  13,000  men,  guards  and  garri- 
sons included,  were  maintained  at  home  for 
between  3 and  400,000/.  per  annum  ; out  of 
which  sum  were  paid,  the  general’s  money, 
waggon-money,  contingencies,  nnd  all  other 
items  whatever,  any  way  appertaining  to  the 
army.  Considering  the  state  this  nation  is  in 
at  present,  and  the  heavy  debts  it  is  loaded 
with,  I think  no  proper  method  for  saving  the 
public  money  ought  to  be  neglected;  if  we 
must  maintain  an  army,  let  us  maintain  it 
at  as  cheap  a rate  as  possible.  Even  100,000/. 
per  annum  would  make  no  small  figure,  if 
added  yearly  to  the  sinking  fond  : I hope, 
therefore,  this  affair  will  be  thought  on,  and 
taken  iuto  consideration  when  we  meet  next 

After  this  the  question  wn&  put,  and  the 
above  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Pension  Pill  brought  into  the  Commons .] 
Jan.  35.  Mr.  Sandys  presented  to  the  House  U 
hill,  “ For  making  more  effectual  the  laws 
in  being,  for  disabling  Persons  from  being 
chosen  Members  of,  or  sitting  or  voting  in,  the 
House  of  Commons,  who  hnve  any  Pension 
during  pleasure,  or  for  nuy  number  of  years,  or 
nny  offices  held  in  trust  fur  them and  the 
same  was  received;  and  retul  the  first  time. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  for  se- 
curing the  Trade  oj  the  Sugar  Cotunits  in 
America .]  Jan.  28.  Mr.  Wiimington  pre-' 

sented  to  the  House  a Bill,  “ Tor  the  better  se- 
curing and  cncnuraging-the  trade  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Sugar  Colonies  in  America,  which  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a second  time.  Hereupon, 

Mr.  Perry,  Member  for  London,  said,  That 
this  3i!l  wns  of  snch  a nature,  that  all  our 
colonies  in  America  are  sonic  way  or  another 
concerned  therein ; Tont  it  was  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this 
kingdom,  ami  therefore  ought  to  lie  maturely 
considered,  not  only  within  doors,  hut  likew  ise 
by  all  those  without  doors  who  understand  any 
tiling  of  trade,  and  have  n regard  for  the  pros- 
perity and  welfare  of  their  native  country ;_  and 
iliiit  all  such  might  have  ;m  opportunity  of  giving 
their  sentiments  upon  this  occusibn,  he  moved. 
That  the  Bill  might  he  printed.  Tins  mot  ion 
being  seconded  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
the  Bill  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Winnington  spoke  next ; 

Sir;  As  tins  Bill  is  of  very  greRt  consequence 
to  thv*  trade  of  this  nation  in  general,  and  to 
the  well-being  of  our  settlements,  either  upon 
the  continent  or  in  the  islands  of  America,  we 
ought  to  consider  the  particular  trade  and  pro- 
duce of  etery  oiie  of  our  settlements;  and 
therefore,  that  we  may  have  ns  mqch  insight 
That  the 
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Representations  sent  over  from  our  several 
Colonies,  and  laid  before  the  honourable  the 
ComnKssionera  of  trade  ami  plantations,  may 
be  laid  before  this  House,,  before  we  go  upon 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill. — Mr.  Winning- 
ton  was  supported  by 

Col.  Bladen,  who  spoke  ns  follows : 

Sir;  There  have  been  several  representations 
pent  over  to  his  Majesty  from  our  settlements 
in  the  West-Indies,  which  representations  have 
been  referred  to  the  board  of  trade  to  be  con- 
sidered by  them,  and  for  them  to  report  their 
opiniou  upon  the  matter  therein  contained  to 
bis  Majesty  : Some  of  them  we  have  already 
considered,  and  have  given  our  opinion  upon 
them  ; but  tlierc  are  others  that  we  have  not 
as-yet  had  time  so  thoroughly  to  consider  as  to 
be  able  to  give  any  opinion  upon  them ; how- 
ever, Sir,  in  these  last  we  shall  make  all 
imaginable  dispatch,  and  shall  be  ready  to  lay 
them  before  the  House  as  soon  as  possible. 

,Mr.  Ferry  spoke  again. 

Sir;  As  this  is  an  affair  of  so  great  conse- 
quence, we  ought  not  to  be  in  any  hurry  about 
passing  the  Bill;  we  must  wait  tUl  we  have  all 
those  materials,  which  are  necessary  for  giving 
us  a full  information  in  the  aSuir  before  us. 
There  is  particularly  in  the  Bill,  as  now  brought 
in,  a clause  about  Lumber,  which  in  my  opinion 
will  do  more  harm  to  the  trade  of  most  of  our 
colonies,  and  consequently  to  the  trade  of  this 
nation,  than  nil  the  other  clauses  can  do  good  ; 
but  I shall  have  another  opportunity,  I hope, 
of  giving  my  sentiments  fully  upon  this  head, 
and  therefore  I shall  not  trouble  the  House 
with  them  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Sandys  said, 

Sir;  This  Bill  was  last  session  of  parliament 
a tong  time  before  this  House ; there  is  no 
clause  in  the  bill  now  brought  in,  but  what  was 
in  die  former,  and  every  one  of  them  was  then 
fully  considered  and  particularly  examined 
into.  The  Committee,  that  was  appointed  last 
session  of  parliament  for  drawing  up  the  Bill, 
were  no  less  than  three  .months  about  it;  in 
which  time  they  certainly  bad  under  their  con- 
sideration every  thing,  that  could  possibly  be 
thought  of  for  giving  them  any  light  into  the 
affair.  I believe  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this 
House,  hut  what  is  persuadpd  that  some  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  taken,  and  speedily  taken 
too,  for  giving  an  encouragement  to  our  Sugar- 
Colonies,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  carry  on 
a trade,  at  least,  upon  an  equal  fooling  with 
their  rivals  in  the  Sugar-Trade.  The  only 
reason  of  the  Bill's  not  passing,  which  was 
. brought  in  lust  session  of  parliament,  was  that 
they  luid  not  lindi  time  in  the  other  House  to 
consider  the  affair  so  fully  as  they  thought  was 
necessary;  I have  been  informed,  that  some  of 
the  members  of  the  other  House  even  com- 
plained, ihut.it  » hs  hard  that  we  did  not  allow 
them  three  weeks  to  consider  of  an  affair,  that 
we  had  been  above  three  months  in  examining 
into.  As  the  Bill  now  before  us  contains 
nothing  vMkyfefct 

was  so  iully  considered  as  to  pass  through  this 


House,. I am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  there  is 
no  occasion  to  make  any  delay  in  the  passing 
of  this  Bill,  or  to  wait  for  any  farther  informa- 
tion in  the  affair ; for  I am  persuaded  we  con 
receive  none,  but  what l has  been  already  laid 
before  this  House,  and  fully  considered  in  the 
pnssing  of  the  former  Bill. 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  spoke  next. 

Sir; 

In  all  cases  that  come  before  this  House,  , 
where  there  seems  to  be  a clashing  of  interests 
between  one  part  of  the  country  and  another, 
or  between  one  set  of  people  and  another,  we 
ought  to  have  no  regard  to  the  particular  in- 
terest of  any  country  or  set  of  people ; the 
good  of  the  whole  is  what  we  ought  only  to 
have  under  our  consideration : our  colonies  are  I 
all  a part  of  our  own  dominions ; the  people  in 
every  one  of  them  are  our  own  people,  and  we 
ought  to  shew  an  equal  respect  to  all. 

1 remember,  Sir,  that  there  was  once  a Pe- 
tition presented  to  this  House  by.  one  county, 
complaining,  that  they  were  very  much  injured 
iu  their  trade,  as  to  the  sale  of  beans,  by  ano- 
ther ; and  therefore  they  modestly  prayed, 
that  the  other  county  should  be  prohibited  II 
to  sell  any  beans. 

Such  things  may  happen,  I hope  it  is  not  so  I 
at  present,  hut  m the  case,  before  us,  if  it  I 
should  appear,  that  all  our  plantations,  upon  1 
the  continent  of  America,  are  against  that  A 
which  is  desired  by  the  sugar  colonies,  we  are  J 
to  presume,  at  least,  that  the  granting  thereof  I 
will  be  a prejudice  to  the  trade  or  particular  I 
interests  of  our  continent  settlements;  and,  E 
surely,  Sir,  the  danger  of  hurting  so  consider-  I 
able  a part  of  our  dominions,  a part  so  exten-  I 
sive  as  to  reach  from  the  34th  to  the  46th  de-  I 
gree  of  northen  latitude,  will  at  leagt  make  us  . 
incline  to  he  extremely  cautious  in  what  we  I 
are  going  about. 

I shall  be  as  ready  as  any  man,  to  give  all  || 
(possible  relief  and  encouragement  to  our  sugar 
colonies;  but  if  the  relief  or  encouragement  A 
asked  for  appear  to  be  an  injury  to  the  whole,  | 
or  if  it  appears  that  it  will  do  more  harm  to  the  I 
other  parts  of  our  dotniniuns  than  it  can  do  | 
good  to  them,  we  must  refuse  it ; we  must 
tliiuk  of  some  other  methods  for  putting  them 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  those,  who  are 
their  rivals  in  any  particular  branch  of  trade.  \! 

We  may  form  some  judgment,  Sir,  from  the 
appearances  that  were  before  us  lust  session  of 
parliament:  but  we  may  forma  vitlch  more  ' 
distinct  judgment  of  things  from  what  may  be 
brought  before  us  now.  Some  of  those,  con-  n 
cerned  hero  for  our  settlements  upon  the  con-  || 
tinent,  seemed  last  year  to  be  indifferent;  P 
they  seemed  in  soine  manner  to  give  the  af- 
fair up,  1 believe  without  any  good  authority  W 
from  their  constituents ; but  now  the  colonies 
themselves  hove  had  an  opportunity  to  con-  i ■ 
siiler  the  affair  then  before  us,  and  to  send 
over  their  thoughts  upon  the  subject  in  a pro-  . 
per  and  authentic  manner ; rheir  true  and 

SfMafipfliW,^^UmhiWne3li  l'ronl  tb1  r.m  1 
presentations  they  have  sent  over;  and  uu 
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these  are  laid  before  us,  we  cannot  give 
opinions,  either  as  to  tbeir  inclinations, 
to  the  weight  of  the  objections  that  they  may 
make. 

I must  say.  Sir,  to  the  honour  of  the  gentle- 
meu  concerned  in  the  Board  of  Trade,  that 
they  are  as  exact  and  as  diligent  in  all  the 
matters  which  fall  under  their  province  as  any 
board  in  England  ; they  have  much  more  bu- 
siness than  most  others,  and  tbeir  business 
will  be  daily  increasing,  in  proportion  as  our 
colonies  increase  in  riches  and  in  power.  It 
is  already  one  of  the  most  useful  boards  we 
have,  and  ns  lung  as  the  same  good  conduct  is 
pursued,  it  will  always  be  of  great  benefit  and 
advantage  to  the  trade  of  the  British  dominions. 

After  this  debate,  it  was  resolved,  “ That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  he  would  be  graciously  plensed  to 
give  directions  to  the  commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  to  lay  before  the  House,  * 
Copies  of  all  Representations  and  Papers, 
which  bad  been  laid  before  them,  since  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  relating  to  the  Dis- 
pute between  his  Majesty’s  Sugar  Colonies  and 
Northern  Colonies  in  America.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a Motion  for  ap- 
pointing a Committee  to  inspect  and  settle  the 
Fees  of  the  House .1  Then  Mr.  VYyndham, 
member  for  Dumvich,  moved,  “ That  a Com- 
mittee be  npp"inied  to  inspect  and  settle  the 
Fees  lo  he  taken  by  all  the  officers  and  ser- 
vants of  their  House,  and  to  examine  what 
salaries  or  allowances  they  had  from  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House.”  Hereupon 

Sir  William  Touge  spoke  as  follows  : 

Sir;  Considering  how  much  business  of 
great  consequence  now  lies,  or  may  probably 
come  before  this  Uouse  during  the  course  of 
this  session  of  pailiament,  I do  not  think  tlmt 
we  ought  lo  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
with  any  matters  of  such  a trifling  nature.  If 
any  complaint  hud  been  made  to  us  of  any  ex- 
actions or  exorbitant  fees  taken  by  any  of nur 
officers  or  servants,  it  would  have  been  nur 
duty  to  have  inquired  into  it,  and  to  have 
given  all  proper  redress;  but  as  there  has 
been  no  such  complaint  made,  at  least  I have 
heard  of  none,  I can  see  no  reason  why  we 
ought  to  enter  at  present  into  such  au  inquiry. 
—To  this 

Mr  Wyndham  replied  ; 

Sir,  1 made  this  motion,  not  expecting  in- 
deed that  it  would  have  been  opposed  by  any 
gentleman  m the  House,  and  therefore  I did 
not  chink  jl  was  necessary  for  me  to  give  any 
reasons  for  making  the  motion;  but  now  dint 
I am  called  upon,  I must  sat,  1 believe,  Sir,  it 
is  well  known,  lhat  there  are  very  great  com- 
plaints without  doors  of  (lie  extravagant  charges 
and  expences  that  people  are  obliged  to  lie  at 
in  passing  private  hills,  or  in  carrying  any 
other  business  through  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment; I do  not  know  where  the  fault  lies,  per- 
haps it  mayl'iheeiiBintfee  <ti{hure,£teute,i  'butde'tM 
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them  look  to  themselves,  we  ought  at  least  to 
take  care  that  there  be  no  ground  for  any  such 
complaint  in  our  House.  We  are  not  to  wait 
till  a regular  complaint  be  made  : few  will 
venture  to  complain  in  form,  because  no  man 
knows  how  soon  he  may  be  obliged  to  come 
back  again  ; and  when  any  exactions  nfemade 
they  are  singly  considered  so  inconsiderable, 
that  no  man  thinks  it  worth  his  while  to  com- 
plain ; but  many  trifles  amount  to  n sum,  and 
such  tilings  generally  grow  worse  and  worse 
when  not  looked  after  and  inquired  into : if 
there  beany  evil,  what  I have  pruposed  will 
be  an  effectual  remedy  ; I shall  be  sorry  if  my 
minion  is  not  agreed  to  ; but  I will  at  least 
have  the  pleasure  of  having  made  it  and  there- 
by done  what  was  in  my  power  for  preventing 
nny  evil  that  may  ensue. — Upon  this, 

Mr.  Speaker  stood  up,  and  spoke  as  follows. 
Gentlemen, 

Since  my  time,  I know  of  no  cxaclions  nor 
any  exorbitant  fees  that  have  been  taken  ; I 
have  been  as  careful  as  possible  in  Ibis  point, 
and  have  always  made  as  close  inquiries  as  I 
could.  I remember  some  time  ago,  I found 
that  u guinea  was  usually  given  to  my  secretary, 
upon  the  giving  out  the  warrant  for  writ's, 
whereas  the  old  fee  was  but  ten  shillings ; I 
thereupon  ordered  expressly,  that  he  should  not 
receive  any  more  upon  such  occasion  thnu  the 
old  fee  often  shillings ; and  to  prevent  all  pre- 
tence of  giving  or  taking  wlmt  is  commonly 
called  expedition-money  I ordered  that  even 
this  fee  should  not  be  charged  or  paid  till  after 
the  election  was  made  and  the  oaths  taken 
upon  the  return  of  the  writs.  I likewise 
have  observed,  that  the  clerk  of  committees 
usually  got  a guinea,  in  place  of  the  old  fee  of 
13 s.  id.  This  1 also  have  endeavoured,  to  rec- 
tify, though  it  must  be  granted  that  in  most 
cases,  even  a guinea  is  a reward  small  enough 
for  his  trouble  and  attendance  upon  such  occa- 
sions. But  I believe  that  this  motion  was 
made,  not  so  much  on  accountofnnynbusesthat 
have  been  lately  committed,  as  to  prevent  any 
such  in  time  to  come,  which  ought  to  beerery 
gentleman's  care,  and  shall  he  mine,  in  parti- 
cular, as  long  as  I have  the  honour  to  be  Jn  the 
place  where  l am.  * 

Mr.  Sandys  spoke  next ; 

Sir,  1 am  persuaded,  that  it  has  always  been 
your  particular  care,  that  no  imposition  should 
he  made,  upon  any  of  the  subjects,  who  have 
happened  to  have  any  business  before  ibis 
House  ; and  1 believe  no  gentleman  thinks  that 
we  have  any  occasion  for  such  a committee,  ns 
hath  been  proposed,  on  account  of  any  late  ex- 
actions or  exorbitant  fcos  ; but  now  that  an  iu- 
quiry  into  the  fees  taken  by  our  own  servants 
has  been  proposed,  I am  afraid  it  may  be  some 
imputation  upon  us;  not  to  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion. Considering  how  many  years  ago  it  is, 
since  the  fees  to  be  taken  by  the  servants  of 
this  House  have  been  settled,  I do  not  doubt 
but  that  some  of  them  may  now  be  found  to  be 
too  small ; and  if  this  affair  be  referred  to  a 
ictKamtare^dnlkinkiithfeyiauglittoi  increase  those 
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which  they  judge  to  be  too  small,  os  well  as 
to  diminish  those  which  they  may  think  extra- 
vagant. 

Mr.  Walter  Pltrncr  said, 

Sir,  I look  upon  this  motion  to  be  a very 
proper  one  at  present,  and  I hope  the  house 
will  agree  to  it:  because  I think,  Sir,  we  ought 
to  search  whether  or  no  there  lie  a beam  in 
our  own  eye  in  order  to  pull  it  out,  before  we 
begin  to  pull  out  the  mote  tlmi  is  in  another's. 

I presume  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  made 
this  motion,  mnde  it  only  us  a prelude  to  some- 
thing of  more  consequence ; 1 hope,  after  we 
have  examined  into,  and  settled  the  fees  to  he 
taken  by  our  own  clerks  and  servants,  we  shall 
next  proceed  to  examine  into,  aud  settle  the 
fees  to  be  taken  by  the  officers,  clerks  and  ser- 
vants of  all  our  courts  of  law.  As  to  the  fees 
of  this  House,  1 do  not  know  what  may  be  the 
case,  but  I am  sure  that  the  other  is  a very- 
great  grievance,  and  loudly  complained  of  by 
the  whole  nation.  We  have  had  printed  lists 
of  all  those  fees  laid  ' before  us  : as  yet  we  have 
gone  no  farther  but  only  to  receive  them  ; but 
those  who  brought  them  in  have  gone  a little 
farther;  they  think  they  may  now,  by  authority 
of  parliament,  exact  all  the  fees,  at  least,  that 
are  mentioned  in  those  lists,  and  from  thence 
they  have  takc-u  occasion,  even  to  encrease  se- 
veral of  their  fees  much  beyond  what  they  had 
formerly  any  authority  for  ; so  that  unless  we 

Eroceed  farther,  and  make  some  proper  regu- 
itions  as  to  all  those  lists  of  fees  that  have 
been  laid  before  us,  we  have  by  calling  for 
them,  done  rather  an  injury  than  a service  to 
our  country.  1 shall  therefore  be  for  agreeing 
to  the  motion  now  made,  on  purpose  that  we 
may,  with  decency,  proceed  to  the  inquiring 
iuto  and  settling  the  fees,  that  are'  to  be  taken 
in  all  the  courts  ofldw,  and  other  offices  in  the 

Mr.  Winnington stood  up,  and  said, 

Sir;  According  to  the  order  of  this  House,  a 
List  of  the  Fees  usually  taken  by  every  clerk 
and  servant  belonging  thereto,  has  been  brought 
in,  and  has  been,  1 believe,  perused  by  most 
meniliers  of  the  House.  I do  not  hear  that  any 
objection  is  marie  to  any  of  them,  or  that  it  is 
pretended  that  more  has  been'  at  any  time 
taken ; 1 therefore  do  not  see  uhat  use  there  is 
for  a Committee  in  this  affair;  1 believe  if  we 
order  them  to  be  printed,  and  copies  to  be 
fixed  up  in  the  public  oriices  belonging  to  the 
House,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  preventing  »nv 
exorbitant  demands  in  tiqie  to  conic,  and  will 
be  as  effectual  as  any  tiling  tlmt  can  lie  done 
by  t>  Committee.  1 suppose  the  gentlemen 
have  some  lari  her  design  in  this  matter;  but  if 
they  have,  1 think  they  may  proceed  upon  it, 
without  giving  the  House  any  needless  trouble 
as  to  the  Commute e -now  moved  lor. 

Mr.  1'ulteney  answered, 

Sir;  I was  not  at  all  in  the  secret  ns  to  this 
motion  ; I did  not  know  any  thing  of  what  tiir- 
thnr  design  there  may  he,  so  tlmt  I am  sure  1 
cmnot  in  ji'hMcaMgi^iSflKdHiN^  fhitoWWMiyt 
agree  with  tho  honourable  gentleman  who 
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spoke  last,  as  to  the  ordering  the  List  of  Fees 
to  be  printed ; let  them  be  printed  and  pub- 
lished, and  if  my  worthy  friend  pleases,  let 
them  be  printed  in  the  Free  Briton*  too:  But 
I cannot  think,  Sir,  that  we  ought  to  rest  sa- 
tisfied with  the  List  delivered,  without  inquiring 
any  farther  about  rhe  matter;  because  a List 
of  Fees  has  been  delivered  i n e are  not  surely 
from  thence  to  conclude,  that  no  greater  fee 
has  ever  been  taken  than  what  is  ‘mentioned  in 
that  List : exactions  are  always  made  in  a pri- 
vate clandestine  manner ; such  secrets  may  be 
discovered  by  a Committee,  but  we  are  trot  to 
expect  that  ever  the  authors  of  such  Will,  in  n 
public  manner,  come  voluntarily  and  give  the 
House  an  infbhuntioti  of  the  crimes  they  have 
been  guilty  of.  It  is  well  known  how  terrible 
parliamentary  inquiries  are  to  those  who  have 
been  guilty  of  any  iniquity : and  though  by  the 
inquiry  now  moved  fur,  no  iniquity  shall  be  dis- 
covered, yet  the  terror  of  it  will  remain,  and 
will  be  a bar  to  extortion  for  a long  time  tb 

Then  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  and  a Committee  was  ap- 
pointed accordingly. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a Petition  of  Sir 
Thomas  Lombe  reluting  to  bis  Silk  Engine .} 
The  same  day  a Petition  was  presented  by  sir 
Thomas  Lombe,  alledging,  “ That  he  had,  at 
his  own  expence,  and  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
aud  hazard,  discovered  and  introduced  into  this 
kingdom  the  art  of  making  fine  Italian  organ- - 
zine  or  thrown  silk  out  of  fine  raw  silk,  by 
large  engines  of  a most  curious  and  intricate 
structure,  which  commodity  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  carry  on  our  silk  weaving  trade,  and 
was  formetly  bought  with  our  money,  ready 
worked  in  Italy  : That  his  late  Majesty  hail 
granted  him  a patent  for  the  sole  making  and 
using  the  said  engines  for  the  term  of  14  years; 
but  that  several  years  of  the  said  term  was  ex- 
pired before  he  could  finish  the  said  engine, 
and  by  reason  of  other  difficulties,  die  whole 
term  was  almost  expired  before  he  could  bring 
the  manufacture  to  perfection  ; and  therefore 
praying  that  the  House  would  take  his  case 
into  consideration,  and  grant  him  n farther 
term  of  years  for  thesole  making  and  using  the 
said  engines,  or  such  other  recompence  or  re- 
lict as  to  tho  House  shall  seem  meet.”  Upon 
this 

Mr.  Perry  stood  up  and  said,  That  he  knew 
that  the  Petitioner  had  been  at  a very  great 
trouble  and  expence  about  the  setting  up  of 
that  engine ; and  that  a great  part  of  the  term 
granted  hy  die  patent  had  passed,  before  any 
udvaninge  could  he  made  of  that  most  useful 
invention,  and  therefore  he  moved,  'I  hat  the 
Petition  should  he  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  a Committee. 

Mr.  Ogletharn  added,  That  since  die  Peti- 
tioner bad,  at  his  own  expence  and  hazard,  in- 
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traduced  a most  useful  and  necessary  manufac- 
ture into  this  kingdom,  he  certainly  ought  to 
meet  with  all  proper  encouragement : That  one 
engine  was  now  set  up  and  finished  in.  the  town 
of  Derby,  by  which  that  whole  county  was  im- 
proved, and  mnuy  of  their  poor  employed,  who 
probably  would  have  otlierways  been  a burden 
upon  their  respective  parishes:  Therefore  he 
seconded  the  motion  for  referring  the  Petition 
to  a Committee. 

Sir  Thomas  Aston  said.  That  patents  had  air 
ways  beep  looked  upon  ns  prejudicial  to  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  more 
especially  when  continued  for  any  long  term  of 

Ers;  for  which  reason  their  aucesturs  lmd 
a so  wise  as  to  make  a law  against  the 
granting  of  any  patent  for  a longer  term  than 
J4  years;  and  it  would  be  a dangerous  prece- 
dent for  them  to  prolong  the  term,  or  to  gram  a 
new  term  to  any  .patentee:  That  the  Petitioner 
had  enjoyed  the'  benefit  of  his  potent  several 
years,  hud  carried  on  a vast  trade  under  the 
same,  and  lind  thereby  acquired  a great  deal  of 
riches,  which  he  thought  was  a sufficient  recom- 
pence  for  the  charge  nr  hazard  he  had  been  at : 
That  tire  prolonging  of  the  term  would  not  only 
be  to  prevent  the  nation's  making  any  benefit 
of  that  invention,  but  also  to  give  the  Peti- 
tioner a farther  opportunity  of  disturbing  all 
other  inventions,  works  or  engines,  any  way  re- 
sembling his,  which  would  be  a great  discou- 
ragement to  all  new  improvements  or  inaua- 
factures,  and  consequently  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence to  the  trutle  of  this  nation;  therefore 
he  could  not  but  be  against  evou  referring  the 
Petition  to  the  consideration  of  a Committee. 

Sir  John  R'ushoul  said,  ‘ That  as  no  man 
was  intitled  to  a patent,  hut  he  who  introduced 

kingdom,  he  did  not  know,  whether  the  peti- 
tioner had  at  first  any  title  to.  a patent;  for 
that  to  bis  knowledge  there  had  been,  in  the 
parish  where  he  lived,  same  such  manufacture 
for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  However,  sup- 
posing that  the  petitioner  had  at  first  a good 
title  to  a patent,  yet  he  could  not  think  that 
there  was  any  reason  for  reuewing  the  term ; 
but  as  all  these  tilings  would  properly  come 
under  the  cognizance  of  'he  Committee,  there- 
fore he  would  nnt  be  against  referring  the  peti- 
tion to  the  consideration  of  a Committee.’ 

Mr.  Perry  stood  up  again,  and  spoke  ns  fnl- 

Sir : 

The  petitioner,  air  Thomas  Lombe,  happen- 
ing to  have  a brother  whose  head  is  extremely 
well  turned  for  the  mechanics,  and  both  of 
them  being  well  informed  of  the  great  charge, 
that  this  natiun  was  yearly  put  to  in  the  pur- 
chase of  that  sort  of  Italian  thrown-silk  cnlled 
orgaitzine,  and  tiint  the  same  was  all  made 
within  the  dominions  of  Savoy,  by  the  means 
of  a lurge  and  curious  engine  which  had  been 
•et  up  and  kept  at  work  for  ninny  years  in  that 
country,  hut  bail  been  kept  so  secret,  that  no 
whe-r  nation  could  ever  vet  come  at  the  inven- 
tion; they  rilStiteeiliiioigattJ^iiisea  Iwttwilptivfirrn 
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the  bringiug  of  this  invention  into  their  own 
country.  They  knew  that  there  woold  be  great 
difficulty  and  danger  in  this  undertaking,  be- 
cause the  king  of  Sardinia  bad  made  it  death 
lor  any  man  to  discover  this  invention,  or  at- 
tempt to  carry  it  out  of  his  dominions;  how- 
ever, the  petitioner’s  brother  resolved  to  ven- 
ture his  person  for  the  benefit  and  advantage 
of  his  native  country,  and  sir  Thomas  was  re- 
solved to  venture  histuuney,  and  to  furnish  his 
brother  with  whatever  sums  should  be  necessary 
for  executing  so  bold  and  so  generous  a design. 
His  brother  went  accordingly  over  to  Italy,  nnd 
alter  a long  stay,  and  a great  expence  in  that 
country,  he  found  means  to  see  this  engine  so 
often,  nnd  to  pry  into  the  nature  of  it  so  nar- 
rowly, that  lie  made  himself  master  of  the 
whole  invention,  and.  of  all  the  different  porta 
and  motions  belonging  thereto.  After  his  re- 
turn to  England,  sir  Thomas,  who  knew  the 
excellency  of  his  brother's  genius,  und  could 
depend  upon  his  word,  was  convinced  that  he 
was  fully  muster  of  the  tiling,  and  therefor* 
he  chearfullv  agreed  to  supply  .whatever  ex- 
peuce  shuuld  be  necessary  for  selling  it  up  in 
England;  but  that  he  might  have  the  same 
ndvautugo,  that  other  persons  have  and  me 
intitled  unto  upon  such  occasions,  he  applied- 
and  got  a grant  of  a patent  from  his  lute  Ma- 
jesty in  the  year  1718.  This  eogine  is  so  large, 

' aud  there  are  so  many  wheels,  motions,  spin- 
dles, and.  o titer  things  belonging  to  it,  that  it 
was  three  years  nfter  he  had  obtained  his  pa- 
tent, before  he  cunhl  possibly  finish  the  engine. 
After  the  finishing  thereof,  he  could  make  not 
benefit  thereby,  till  he  had  procured  and  in- 
structed a sufficient  number  of  persons  bow  to 
work  the  same  : and  before  he  could  do  this, 
his  Sardinian  Majesty  had  got  an  account  that 
the  engine  was  set  up  in-  England,  and  he  was 
so  sensible  of  the  disadvantage  it  would  be  10 
his  country,  to  have  thnl  sort  of  thrown-silk 
made  in  any  other  port  of  the  world,  that  be 
immediately  prohibited  tiie  exportation  of  law- 
silk  out  of  Ids  country ; und  before  sir  Tho- 
mas could  fall  upon  any  way  of  getting  a suf- 
ficient quantity  of  raw-silk  stoic  out  of  that 
country,  so  os  to  make  any  advantage  of  bis 
engine,  the  term  of  his  patent  was  within  a 
very  few  years  of  being  expired,  from  which 
we  may  conclude  that  it  is  impossible,  that  he 
could  as  yet  have  got  a sufficient  recompeuce 
for  the  hazard  and  expence  that  he  lias  been  at. 
There  might  have  been  before,  there  may  be 
still,  some  other  sorts  of  twist-silk  made  in 
England;  but  there  never  was  any  such  as 
Organzine  made,  nor  was  there  ever  any  such 
engine  in  England,  as  this  tliat  lins  been  brought 
in  and  set  up  by  the  petitioner  nnd  his  brother. 
Those  who  are  expert  in  the  silk-manufactures 
know  well  the  difference  between  the Organziue 
and  any  other  sort  of  twisted-silk,  but  geu- 
tlemen  who  have  not  narrowly  examined  into 
the  affair  may  be  mistaken;  but  os  to  tile  en- 
gine, tlie  difference  between  it  and  any  other 
may  be  easily  discovered  It  is  a very  largo 
i cogUM^mddfihria  by  tfis 
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and  spindles  are  set  a moving,  and  thereby 
great  quantities  of  silk  are  twisted  in  a much 
finer  manner,  and  by  much  fewer  hands,  than 
can  possibly  be  done  by  any  engine  thut  was 
ever  yet  invented. 

M r.  Barnard  spoke  next  t 
Sir;  The  chief  reason  why  the  petitioner  has 
never  yet  been  able  to  muke  any  great  advan- 
tage of  his  invention  is,  that  no  raw  silk  is 
proper  for  his  purpose  but  the  Italian,  so  that 
he  could  have  but  very  little,  except  what  wns 

K irately  stole  out  of  the  dominions  of  Savoy. 

e has  been  at  the  expepce  of  making  several 
experiments  of  the  Turkey  raw  silk,  but  has 
always  found  that  it  is  impossible  to  muke  good 
organzine  of  that  sort  of  silk.  He  has  likewise 
tried  the  raw  silk  brought  from  China,  and  he 
finds  that  it  would  do  a9  well  as  the  Italian, 
but  then  the  company  keeps  it  at  so  high  a 
price,  that  it  will  not  answer;  what  may  be 
the  reason  <*f  the  company’s  keeping  that  silk 
so  dear, -I  know  not;  I can  find  no  other  reason 
for  it,  but  only  the  great  profits  that  company 
are  resolved  to  make  of  every  thing  which  they 
have  an  exclusive  privilege  for  dealing  in.  I 
am  sure  they  purchase  it  in  the  country  at  a 
very  cheap  rate,  and  the  danger  or  expeace 
of  bringing  it  home  cannot  be  so  great,  but 
tbat  they  may  sell  it  at  a more  reasonable 
price.  The  petitioner  has  likewise  made  some 
experiments  of  the  raw  silk  that  has  been  pro- 
duced from  Carolina,  which  has  answered  ex- 
tremely well ; and  if  there  were  enough  of  it, 
wc  should  not  perhaps  be  obliged  to  lay  out  so 
much  of  the  nation's  money  on  the  purchase  of 
Italian  raw  silk,  nor  sbouid  we  hnve  occasion 
to  trouble  ourselves  much  about  the  prohibit- 
ing of  the  exportation  of  their  raw  silk  ; but  as 
yet  there  is  hut  very  little  silk  produced  from 
Carolina,  so  that  the  petitioner  could  not  make 
3Kiy  advantage  thereby,  I do  not  know  what 
this  House  may  judge  to  be  a proper  recoin- 
pence  to  the  petitioner,  for  the  hazard  and  ex- 
pence he  has  been  at ; but  whatever  resolu- 
tions may  be  made  in  this  affair,  all  possible 
care  ought  to  be  taken  for  preventing  the  in- 
vention's being  carried  out  of  this  country.  If 
we  can  keep  our  neighbours  from  stealing  it 
from  us,  it  will  be  a great  encouragement  to 
several  brandies  of  our  silk  manufacture  trade, 
we  shall  have  the  henefit  at  least  of  supplying 
most  of  them  with  thut  sort  of  thrown  silk 
called  organzine. 

Mr.  Oglethorp  stood  up  again,  and  said, 

Sir  : The  net  for  confining  the  king’s  patents 
to  the  term  of  14  years,  was  made  in  the  reign 
of  king  James  I.  The  bubbles  and  monopolies 
which  were  erected,  and  the  many  enormities 
which  were  committed  about  that  time  and 
for  some  years  before,  had  become  a public 
grievance,’ and  was  loudly  exclaimed  at;  and 
the  reason  for  making  that  law,,  was  to  pre- 
vent the  setting  up  of  any  such  bobbles  or 
monopolies  for  the  future.  The  petitioner  has 
never  so 

ble  of  his  alfnir,  nor  has  be  ever  grasped  at  the 
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setting  up  of  any  unlawful  monopoly.  He 
pretends  to  nothing  else  but  vrhnt  every  author 
of  a new  invention  is  reasonably  intitled  unto, 
that  is,  to  have  the  sole  use  of  Jiis  own  inven- 
tion for  so  long  a time,  as  uinv  be  a just  rc- 
compence  to  bim  for  the  hazard  and  expence 
he  has  been  at,  in  bringing  his  invention  to  per- 
fection. If  he  cun  shew  to  this  House,  that  he 
bus  not  yet  had  such  a recompence  as  is  suffi. 
cicnt,  we  are  not  cunfined  by  the  former  law ; 
we  not  only  may,  but  we  aught,  to  bring  in  n 
Bill  for  prolonging  the  term  of  his  patent,  or 
we  ought  io  grant  him  such  other  recompence 
ns  may  he  deemed  proper  and  reasonable. 
Raw  silk  may  be  bought  even  in  this  country 
for  16s.  per  pound,  but  when  that  very  raw  silk 
is  manufactured  nnd  made  organzine,  it  sells 
for  24i.  per  pound  ; the  difference,  which  is 
fifty  per  cent.  16  all  clear  money  got  to  the 
nation  ; the  8s.  per  pound,  which  is  added  to 
the  price  of  that  commodity,  is  all  clear  gain  to 
us,  because  it  is  added  by  the  lnbour  and  in- 
dustry of  our  own  people  ; and  since  this  gnin 
can  be  made  only  by  the  means  of  this  engine, 
we  must  grant  that  this  gentleman  has,  at  his 
own  hazard  and  charge,  brought  home  a very 
useful  and  profitable  branch  of  trade  to  his  own 
country,  for  which  lie  certainly  deserves  a re- 
compence. If  he  can  shew  that  lie  has  not  as 
yet  a recompence  by  means  of  the  patent 
granted  to  him,  either  because  of  the  difficulty 
of  bringing  his  invention  to  perfection,  or  be- 
cause of  inevitable  accidents  that  have  occur- 
red, his  case  ought  to  be  considered  ; and  the 
only  proper  way  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  is 
to  refer  his  petition  to  the  consideration  of  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  John  Drummond,  member  for  Perth, 

Sir : I shall  only  take  notice  that  since  the 
time  that  this  gentleman's  invention  was 
brought  to  perfection,  our  exports  of  gold  and 
silver  lace  have  increased  to  a great  degree; 
the  reason  of  which  is,  that  the  sort  of  twist  or 
thrown  silk,  tluit  is  made  by  the  means  of  his 
engine,  is  the  only  proper  silk  that  con  be 
made  use  of  in  the  manufacture  of  gold  uud 
silver  lace ; and  we  having  now  that  sort  of 
silk  in  much  greater  plenty,  and  much  cheap- 
er than  we  ever  had  it  before,  our  manufac- 
turers in  such  laces  have  been  able  tn  sell  those 
manufactures  much  cheaper  than  they  were 
ever  sold  before  in  this  country,  from  whence 
has  proceeded  the  great  increase  of  our  exports 
of  that  commodity  ; nnd  when  there  are  such 
quantities  exported,  we  may  depend  upon  it 
that  there  is  very  little,  if  any,  imported,  not- 
withstanding tluit  there  is  perhaps  more  of  it 
now  wore  in  this  country  than  ever  was  before. 
This  I take  notice  of.  Sir,  because  I look  upon 
it  as  an  improvement  in  our  manufactures,  that  j 
is  intirely  owing  to  this  gentleman's  inven- 

Tlien  the  above  petition  wns  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  a Committee:  A Bill  passed 
i%it  nii°wing  s'r 
Thomas  Lombe  14,000 /.  as  nil  encourage* 
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meat  for  his  useful  invention,  but  without  re- 
newing lu's  patent. 

Debate  in  the  Comment  j respecting  the  Out- 
Pensioners  of  CbeUca- Hospital.']  The  lioiise 
having  resolved  itself  into  a grand  Cummitle'e, 
to  consider  farther  of  the  supply,  a motion  Wits 
marie,  “ Thai  23,348 L 2s.  be’jtranUd  To  bis 
Majesty,  upon  account  far  Uiit-f’ensi&'riers 
of  Chelsea-Hospiuvl  for  the  year  1732 wlitcfi 
being  seconded, 

Mr.  Pulteney  spoke  on  that  occasion  as  fol- 
lows : 

Sir, 

I do  not  now  rise  up  to  mate  any  motion  i 
but  1 think  I am,  in  duty  to  my  oountry,  in  duty 
to  those  who  do  me  the  honour  to  give  ine  a 
place  in  this  House,  bound  to  take  notice  of 
some  Accounts  or  Estimates  which  have  beeu 
laid  before  us,  and  which  to  me  seem  to  be 
somewhat  extraordinary.  I most  in  general 
observe,  that  the  estimates  of  the  public  ex- 
pence increase  every  year : from  year  to  year 
there  is  always  some  new  article  to  he  provided 
for,  or  tome  addition  made  to  the  old.  If  we 
at  any  lime  get  frc-e  of  on  extraordinary  charge, 
it  always  leaves  same  marks  behind  it ; there 
is  always  some  part  of  it  remains,  and  is  con- 
tinued to  be  a burden  upon  the  people : these 
small  remains  may  be  by  some  thought  too  in- 
considerable to  lie  taken  notice  of,  but  to  me 
nothing  seems  to  he  inconsiderable  that  is  a 
charge  upon  the  people;  these  small  remains 
and  these  annual  additions,  by  thus  yearly  in- 
creasing, may  come  at  last  to  be  a burden  too 
hemvy  to  be  borne. 

I cannot  now  omit  taking  nniico  of  the  ar- 
ticle of  Chclsea-Collegc ; by  ilie  estimate  row  j 
laid  before  us,  that  article  appearsTo  be  luiav.er 
than  ic  was  lust  year.  During  the  Inst  war  this 
nation  maintained  near  200,000  men,  of  which 
.henr  90,000  were  national  troops,  yet  towards  I 
the  end  of  that  war,  the  Pensioners  of  Chelsea  ; 
College  did  not  mnoout  to  above  3,000,  whereas  I 
if  we  include  the  regiment  of  invalids,  and  the 
several  independent  companies  of  invalids,  they 
now  amount  to  above  4,000  men.  I do  not 
doubt  but  the  commissioners  do  whatever  they 
can  to  examine,  and  to  admit  none  but  those, 
who  by  the. rules  of  that  Hospital  appear  to  be 
in  titled  To  be  taken  in.  I likewise  know  how 
many  solicitations  they  must  daily  meet  with, 
and  how  imrd  ii  is  in  most  rases  to  refuse  them  ; 
et  litr  the  sake  of  their  country  they  ought  to 
e extremely  Cautious  in  this  respect;  there  may 
be  many  who  are  by  The  rules  infilled  to  be  tak- 
en in,  and  yet  are  not  proper  objects  of  cha- 
rity and  compassion  either  public  or  private. 

I know,  sir,  that  there  is  a sprrit,  among  the  of- 
ficers of  the  array,  for  having  all  their  regiments 
look  well  to  the  eye ; there  is  n sort  of  emula- 
tion among  them,  who  shall  have  the  most 
young  and  the  best  looked  fellows  in  their  regi- 
ment : this  is  the  cause  that  many  a brave  old 
soldier  is  di-charecd,  in  order  to  make  room  for 
» spruce  young  fellow,  who  can  powder  his  hair 

“t'oTviu:''  “ 


upon  a day  of  review,  though  the  old  man  he 
pi-rhups  the  belter  soldier  of  the  two,  and  not 
only  willing  but  able  to  serve  his  country  for 
many  ygjirs  ; yet  he  is  discharged  cs  unfit  for 
service,  and  brought  in  ns  a Pensioner  upon 
Chelsea  College : they  are  admitted  into  the 
College  as  men  old  and  infirm,  yet  when  once 
they  are  got  in,  they  seem  to  lie  immortal ; their 
numbers  never  decrease;  surely  there  are  many 
of  those  immortal  old  men  who  live  so  long  as 
idle  Pensioners  of  Chelsea  College,  that  might 
have  served  for  u great  pail  of  that  time  niigaod 
soldiers  even  in  a marching  regiment,  more 
especially  in  lime  of  peace,  when  there  is  not 
Urn  least  occasion  for  their  being  "bilged  to  un- 
dergo any  great  fatigues  ; their  duty  cannot 
be  extraordinary,  aud  their  marches  may  he 
made  as  easy  as  they  please.  1 remember  thnt 
tit  the  last  scrutiny  which  was  made  into  the  «f- 
fuirg  of'  that  Hospital,  in  which  a right  honour- 
able person  had  a principal  concern,  bove  one 
half  of  the  persons,  whose  mums  wire  entered 
os  Pensioners,  could  not  .possibly  he  found; 
and  of  those  who  were  entered  us  letur-.men, 
there  were  above  100,  which  was  ar  least  one 
half,  discharged  ; 1 do  not  indt-rd  know  why 
there  should  be  anv  entered  ib  that  character, 
1 do  not  see  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  it. 

We  have  heard.  Sit,  a great  deal  of  the  tine 
roeds  lately  made  through  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  mid  I do  not  doubt  of  their  being 
such  ns  they  have  been  represented  ; nor  do  I 
doubt  but  that  the  gentleman,  who  had.  die 
oversight  and  direction  of  them,  has  taken  care 
to  execute  the  design  as  faithfully  and  as  fru- 
gally ns  was  possible  ; hut  I cannot  see  what 
it  was  that  made  such  n design  so  absolutely 
necessary  i these  Highlanders,  it  is  true,  were 
made  appear  terrible  before  they  were  known, 
but  nfier  we  got  a little  more  into  their  ac- 
quaintance, they  appeared  to  be  but  men;  nnd 
nfter  they  were  disarmed,  I cannot  see  that 
there  was  any  great  occasion  for  this  extraordi- 
nary expence,  for  which  I find  there  is  now 
charged  about  the  sum  of  10,000/.  hut  since  wo 
have  bfen  nc  this  extraordinary  nnd  unneces- 
sary expence,  and  that  the  Highlands  arc  there- 
by made  accessible,  whenever  we  have  a mind 
to  send  any  troops  into  that  country,  there  is 
certainly  no  farther  occasion  for  the  six  High- 
land companies,  which  are  kept  up  only  for 
preserving  the  peace  of  that  country ; these  six 
1 companies  amount  to  above  500  men,  and  the 
maintaining  of  them  costs  the  public  rnneh 
above  5000/.  yearly ; this  expeiice  may  cer- 
tainly he  now  saved,  and  nil  the  service  they 
do,  or  can  possibly  do,  may  for'  the  future  be 
performed  by  detachments  from  the  regiments, 
winch  are  kept  ip  that  part  of  the  island. 
These  things.  Sir,  I thought  tnvseff  obliged  to 
take  notice  of,  but  I shall  mate  no  motion, 
only  I hope  that  they  will  be  serionsly  consi- 
dered, and  that  all  proper  methods  will  be  tak- 
en for  lessening  the  public  charge  as  much  as 

sir  William  Strickland  Stood  up  and  said  : 

- .t  ItyteSS  MftlteSSSffl  HU'  Or  somt 
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tune  at  I lie  board,  fur  admitting  pensioners  into 
C'holsea-liospirnl ; I can  answer  for  it>ibut  in 
all  my  lime,  and  I believe  I may  say  for  several 
years  before,  all  imaginable  cure  lias  been 
taken,  to  admit  none  but  those  wbo  were justly 
intitled  in  that  public  charity,  or  rutl.er  that 
public  reward  for  long  and  faithful  services : 
None  have  ever  been  admitted  but  such  as  hat! 
heen  disabled  in  the  service,  or  such  ns  had 
served  their  country  for  nt  least  twenty  years, 
and  were  discharged  as  unfit  for  further  service. 
The  soldiers  have  always  been  obliged  to  bring 
certificates  from  their  officers  ofrlietime  of  their 
service,  or  of  the  manner  of  their  having  been 
disabled  in  the  sendee.  We  Imve  been  so  cau- 
tious, that  we  have  made  the  fellows  strip  to 
the  skin,  that  we  might  examine  them  the  more 
narrowly,  and  might  be  the  better  able  to  judge 
whether  they  were  actually  disabled  and  unfit 
for  any  farther  service ; and  after  such  a strict 
inquiry,  we  could  not  in  conscience,  we  could 
not  in  humanity,  refuse  to  admit  them. 

Sir  John  Rushout  spoke  next : 

Sir : It  does  appear  strange  to  me,  that  not- 
withstanding our  long  peace,  the-  number  of 
those  pensioners,  and  the  charge  the  public  is 
put  to  for  iimintnining  them,  should  be  every 
day  inci  easing:  twenty  years  services  I must 
grant  to  be  a long  term,  but  yet  it  is  apt  always 
a proper  qualification ; if  a man  enters young  into 
the  service,  which  most  do,  hemay  have  been  it 
•oldier  for  twenty  years,  and  yet  very  fit  for 
cervice,  or  for  any  day  labour;  and  if  such  a 
man  be  discharged,  I see  no  reason  why  the 
public  should  be  obliged  to  maintain  him;  lie 
may  work  for  his  daily  bread.  The  public 
ought  not  to  encourage  any  man  to  live  idle, 
if  be  can  possibly  earn  a subsistance  by  his 
daily  labour:  I believe,  Sir,  I here  ore  many, 
who  are  now  pensioners  of  Chelsea-hospital, 
who  Imve  wives  mid  children,  nntl  who  not  only 
can,  but  do  earn  ns  much  by  their  labour  us 
might  maintain  ibem  and  their  families  ; what 
they  Imve  from  the  public  only  contributes  to 
encourage  and  support  their  extravagance : that 
hospital  was  never  designed  for  such  men;  it 
was  designed  ns  a charitable  relief  only  for  those, 
whose  great  age,  or  great  sufferings  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  |iad  'tendered  utterly  incapable  of 
maintaining  themselves  by  their  daily  labour, 
and  such  only  cun  regularly  be  admitted  as 
pensioners  upon  the  public. 

Mr.  II.  Pelham  answered  : 

Sir : I have  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of  the 
Chelsea  board  for  some  years,  and  am  very 
certain  that  ever  since  I bail  any  concern  in  it, 
there  have  been  lew  or  no  impositions  ever  pul 
. upon  the  Commissioners ; I could  never  indeed 
, discover  that  any  one  man  was  admitted,  who. 
was  not  justly  'intitled  thereto.  The  worthy 
gentleman,  who  spoke  Inst,  is  mistaken,  if  he 
thinks,  that  the  number  of  the  pensioners  of 
that  college  is  this  year  increased,  upon  the 
contrary  the  number  in  diminished  : there  are 
*weuty-twjj>ipfi^sipp|5S(s|es5i<J)i£byqg|;  MHM.-ftaf«i 
were  (lie  last ; it  is  true,  the  sum  charged  for 
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that  hospital  is  larger  nnw.tlian  it  was  last  year, 
but  that  proceeds  from  this  being  leap-year,  so 
that  there  is  a day’s  subsistance  lor  the  whole 
number  of  pensioners  more  than  there  was  last 
year,  which  amounts  to  a much  larger  sum  than 
tbe  savings, ’by  the  decrease  in  tbe  number  of 
pensioners  does  amounl  to. 

■As  for  the  great  increase  of  pensioners  upon 
that  college  within  these  few  years  past,  it  is 
very  easy  to  account  for  it,  because  there  were 
some  time  ago  two  or  three  regiments  brought  f 
over  from  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mnhon,  tlint  bad  I 
been  in  garrison  in  those  two  places  for  15  or  I 
16  years,  in  all  which  time  there  had  been  few 
or  no  men  discharged  upon  account  of  age  or 
infirmity,  from  either,  of  those  regiments;  the  I 
reaspu  of  which,  I suppose,  was  the  great  ex-  | 
pence  of  sending  them  home,  and  carrying  over  V 
fresh  recruits  in  their  room  : these  soldiers  hav-  I 
ing  but  very  little  fatigue,  the  officers  found  I 
means  to  make  them  perform  all  the  duty  that  I 
was  required  of  them,  while  they  remained  in  ■ 
garrison  : but  upon  their  being  brought  home,  I 
the  change  of  the  air,  added  to  their  own  age  J 
and  infirmities,  made  most  ol  them  entirely  un-  I 
fit  for  a inarch,  or  for  any  duty  whatever ; and  U 
it  being  then  easy  for  the  officers  to  supply  their  I 
places  with  young  men  that  were  fit  for  service,  I 
great  numbers  of  them  were  discharged,  so  that  I 
I may  say,  that  the  most  part  of  those  two  or  I 
three  regiments  came  nil  upon  the  hospital  at  I 
• once.  Another  reason,  Sir,  that  has  contri-  I 
l.utcd  much  to  the  increase  of  those  pensioners,  I 
is,  that  there  is  as  yet  but  a very  bad  provision  I 
for  decayed  soldiers  in  the  hospital  in  Ireland,  I 
which  is  the' cause,  that  whenever  any  regiment  I 
is  brought  over  from  that  country  in  the  course  I 
of  changing,  the  old  and  disabled  men,  who  I 
while  ill  In  land,  did  all  they  could  to  conceal.  I 
ilieir  age  or  infirmity,  then  begin  to  solicit,  and  I 
often  obtain  a discharge  and  certificate  from  c 
their  officer,  in  order  to  get  themselves  entered  3 
as  pensioners  in  Chelsea  college  : this  has  been  I 
a'sort  of  grievance,  hut  his  Majesty  is  doing  ail  l 
he  can  to  get  it  rectified,  as  he  does  with  respect  t 
to  every  grievance  as  soon  as  ever  he  discover*  I 
it ; ami  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  he  will  have  sue-  | 
cess  in  his  endeavours  as  to  this. 

The  worthy  gentleman  was  in  the  right, 
when  he  said,  that  twenty  years  service  wa» 
not  always  a proper  qualification ; it  is  not  al-  . 
ways  allowed  of  as  such ; I have  myself  known  j 
several  examples,  when  a sturdy  well-Iqpked  | 
man  has  come  with  a proper  discharge  and  1 
certificate  from  his  officer,  in  order  to  lie  ad- 
mitted upon  the  College,  Hint  the  board  have 
bean  so  far  from  admitting  him,  that  they  exa- 
mined him  as  to  the  method  of  his  obtaining  I 
his  discharge,  and  if  it  appeared  that  be  bad 
solicited  the  same,  they  have  absolutely  refused  j 
to  admit  him ; upon  the  other  hand,  if  it  ap- 
peared that  he  had  not  solicited  his  discharge,  ■ 
but  waS  willing  to  co'ntinuein  the  service,  the 
board  bus  sent  him  buck  to  the  regiment,  with  ■ 
orders  to  his  officer  to  receive  hitn. 

As  to  the  new  roads  made  through  the  bigh- 
of  great 

use  not  only  to  that  country,  but  to  the  whole 


9331  PARL.  HISTORY,  3 George  II.  1732. — Out -pensioners  <if  Chelsea  Hospital.  [934 


upon  Chelsea  College,  so  that  the  public  cun 
never  save  much  hv  auy  sucl^renuclton. 


nation,  because  of  the  easy  access  Unit  is 
thereby  made  to  and  from  the  country  ; . and 
the  expence  will  appear  to  lie  veiy  sraull,  wjien 
compared  with  the  great  charge’s,  that  have 
formerly  been  brought  in,  for  marching  detaph- 
inenis  through  that  country,;  one  would  be 
surprized  to  see  the  difference  between  the 
sums  charged  for  the  making  of  those  roads, 
ami  the  vast  sums  charged  for  some  of  those 
inarches;  and  whoever  will  be  at  the  pains  to 
compare  them  together,  must  gram,  tlmt  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  Irnd  the  direction 
of  jnaktng  those  roads,  has  taken  the  utmost 
care  to  see  the  design  executed  in  the  most 
faithful  and  frugal  mumier,  and  that  he  has 
thereby  done  a piece  of  signal  service  to  his 
country  and  to  posterity. 

Mr.  PutUney  replied  as  follows : 

Sir;  I doubt  not  but  all  necessary  precau- 
tions are  taken,  at  present,  as  to  tbe  admitting 
of  pensioners  upon  tliat  college,  but  whatever 
strictness  may  he  observed  in  the  inquiries  as 
to  that  affair,  there-mny  notwithstanding  now 
and  then  an  imposition  happen ; 1 believe  the 
inquiries  were  made  as  strictly  formerly  us  they 
nre  now,  yet  I know  that  some  years  ago  there 
was  one  fellow  got  himself  admitted  n pen- 
sioner, as  having  had  two  of  bis  ribs  broke  by 
a cannon  ball,  though  it  was  afterwards  dis- 
covered that  the  fellow’s  ribs  were  broke  by  a 
fall  from  a bouse,  when  he  was  serving  the 
builders  as  a day-labourer.  The  roads  made 
in  the  Highlands  may  be  very  good,  that  coun- 
try may  be  thereby  rendered  accessible,  but 
certainly  the  mure  easy  access  is  made  thereto, 
the  less  necessary  it  is  to  keep  up  the  indepen- 
dent companies ; and  since  we  have  been  at 
the  expence  of  making  the  country  accessible,  | 
we  may  be  relieved  from  the  charge  of  main- 
taining those  companies.  I believe  if  the  case 
were  examined  into,  there  is  not  so  much 
money  raised  for  the 'public  service  in  all  that 
country,  ns  will  pny  only  those  independent 
companies,  and  I do  not  see  any  reason  why 
the  rest  of  the  nation  should  be  put  to  any  fur- 
ther expence  that  way  ; I have  not  us  yet  heard  ; 
any  reason  given  for  it,  nor  has  there  any  an- 
swer been  made  to  ray  ohjectiou  against  that 
article  of  the  public  accounts.  I know  that, 
when  accounts  hme  been  demanded  of  the  | 
produce  of  any  brunch  of  tile  revenue  in  tlmt 
Country,  a right  honourable  person'has  been  [ 
sometimes  pleased  to  lie  facetious,  and  answer  { 
in  the  exchequer  term  nichil,  but  such  affairs 
nre  a little  too  serious  to  be  made  a joke  of.  I • 
have  no  great  reason  at  present  to  expect  any 
redaction  in  our  standing  army ; but  before  1 I 
leave  this  subject,  I must  beg  leave  to  add, 
that  if  ever  this  nation  does  arrive  at  the  hap- 
piness of  seeing  a reduction,  I hope  his  Ma- 
jesty will  take  care  tb.il  entire  corps  shall  be 
reduced  ; for  when  reduction  is  made  iu  the 
method  lately  observed,  that  is,  by  disbanding 
»o  many  men  in  a company,  the  old  men  only 
are  discharged,  and  as  soon  as  they  arc  dis- 
charged as  soldiers,!  they-  ester  .nas'-pejtsiooiire  j ' 


I Sir  11  bcrl  Walpole  stood  Up,  und  outd  : 

I Sir;  I uin  surprised  to  hear  objections  mad* 
j against  the  articles  now  nieutivueu ; they 
I re .>lly  seem  to  be  made  for  the  sake  of  humour 
only  ; ev.  ry  one  of  the  articles  that  have  oeen 
objected  against  is  in  itself  so  nects-ury,  and 
so  much  care  hu9  beeu  taken  in  every  one  of 
| them  to  reduce  the  public  expence  as  low  as 
J possible,  tlmt  it  would  seem  ns  if  gentlemen 
were  resulted  to  find  fault  with  something.  As 
to  the  article  of  Clielseu  College,  1 ant  per- 
suaded, that  all  possible  care  bus  beeu  taken 
to  save  the  public  money  ; no  man  has  been 
lately  admitted,  but  une  who  appeared  plainly 
to  he  either  a tunii  who  was  grown  old  or  in- 
firm, or  wine  who  was  actually  disabled  in  the 
service  of  his  country  ; such  surqlyntre  objects 
of  the  public  chin  ity  ; and  no  man  who  has  a 
I regard  for  the  service,  or  for  the  honour  of  his 
country,  will  grudge  a poor  subsistunce  to  a 
brave  malt,  who  by  serving  the  public  has  ren- 
dered himself  incapable  to  serve  or  provide  for 
himself.  Twenty  years  service  only,  is  nut,  it 
never  was,  a qualification  sufficient  by  itself  to 
intitle  u man  to  be  admit  ted  as  a pensioner 
upon  Chelsea  College ;'  besides  his  service, 
every  man  who  comes  to  be  admitted,  must 
have  a regular  discharge  from  his  officer,  und 
it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  any  officer  will 
discharge  a brave  old  soldier,  09  long  ns  lie  is 
in  any  way  fit  for  service,  even  though  he  were 
to  lose  nothing  by  such  a discharge  ; but  we 
know  that  uu  officer  is  a real  loser  by  every 
discharge  he  grants ; what  is  oljmved  for  levy- 
money  is  always  paid  to  the  officer,  whether 
he  has  an  occasion  for  any  recruits  or  uo ; if 
lie  has  no-occasion  for  recruits,  he  puts  it  in 
his  own  pocket,  and  if  the  recruiting  of  his  re- 
gimtnt  comes  to  more  money  in  a year  than 
the  allowance  will  answer,  he  must  pay  the 
surplus  nut  of  his  own  pocket ; can  we  then 
imagine  that  any  officer  will  discharge  an  able 
and  a disciplined  soldier,  and  thereby  put  him-  ■ 
self  to  a great  charge  for  a new  man  to  be  put 
in  his  stead,  besides  the  trouble  and  fatigue 
which  the  ufficer  must  undergo  to  see  such  uevr 
men  trained  up  to  discipline  ? Such  a supposi- 
tion plainly  appears  to  be  unreasonable. 

Jt  is  very  true.  Sir,  that  when  1 came  first 
into  the  Board  for  Chelsen-Hospital,  which  was 
soon  alter  the  late  Queen’s  death,  there  was  a 
strict  scrutiny  into  the  affairs  of  that  hospital, 
and  by  the  consequences  such  scrutiny  ap- 
peared to  he  necessary ; lor  though  we  found 
the  accounts  all  settled  Btid  signed  by  the  for- 
mer commissioners,  yet  upon  examination  we 
discovered,  that  there  were  no  less  than  7000 
names  put  upon  the  list  of  Chelsea-pensioners, 
more  than  wc  could  possibly  hnd  persons  to 
answer  to,  and  a great  many  of  those  persons 
who  did  answer  to  tbe  names  put  upon  the  list 
were  Irish,  who  had  no  title  to  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  that  Hospital;  yet  if  the  chauge 
hadiSsotfi  happened  at.  tbif  lure,  It!  nit  certain 
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that  the  whole  money  charged  would  have  been 
ndvunced  nod  paid  to  the  persons,  that  were 
principally  concerned  in  inserting  so  many 
lingeries  into  tlmt  list:  from  thence  we  may 
judge  how  necessary  a scrutiny  was  nt  that 
time,  and  what  a large  sum  of  money  was  saved 
10  the  public  by  such  scrutiny.  This,  Sir,  was 
one  of  ihe  dark  pieces  of  management  in  that 
administration,  which  never  could  bo  cleared 
op,  nt  least  it  was  never'  publicly  avowed  what 
wus  meant  thereby.  I remember  likewise  time 
at  the  time  of  that  scrutiny,  there  was  a great 
reduction  among  the  Lettcr-roeu,  yet  that  is 
no  argument  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  have 
any  Letter-men  nt  nil ; it  is  but  reasonable 
that  some  poor  fellows,  who  have  served  long 
as  serjeants  or  corporals  of  horse,  or  gentle- 
men cadees,  who  have  bad  the  misfortune  to 
be  disabled  in  the  service,  should  be  allowed 
some  sort  of  distinction,  and  have  a little  more 
pay  than  a common  soldier,  especially  con- 
sidering that  such  an  allowance  costs  the  pub- 
lick  but  a meer  trifle. 

As  to  the  roads  mode  through  the  Highlands, 
I have  heard  tlipm  so  much  applauded  by  every 
body  without  doors,  and  the  sum  charged  upon 
that  account  is  so  inconsiderable,  that  1 wonder 
to  hear  any  member  of  this  House  take  notice 
of  it.  TIiaL  there  was  a necessity  for  making 
such  rouds,  must  he  evident  to  every  man  who 
considers  the  circumstances  of  the  nation,  and 
of  that  country  in  particular.  It  is  well  known 
that  whenever  any  design  was  set  on  foot 
against  the  government,  or  any  invasion  in- 
tended, the  first  scene  has  been  always  laid  in 
that  country  : tlmt  country  was  formerly  so  in- 
accessible, tltut  the  enemies  of  the  government 
could  safely  hind  or  rendezvous  there,  and 
Could  easily  defend  themselves  till  they  found 
an  opportunity  of  coming  down  to  the  low- 
country,  and  raising  a disturbance  through  the 
Whole  nation.  It  is  very  true,  that  the  men  of 
tlmt  Country  tire  but  men,  they  are  in  tliein- 
aelvns  no  better  than  other  men.  and  were  ter- 
rihk  only  because  they  could  not  he  come  at; 
from  their  inaccessible  country  they  made  in- 
roads and  plundered  their  neighbours,  and  when 
B sufficient  force  was  raised  against  them,  they 
retired  again  nnd  took  shelter  among  their  in- 
acct-sihle  ro.'ks  and  mountains,  where  it  was 
impossible  to  come  at  them  ; this  only  made 
them  terrible,  but  by  the  highways  that  ore  now 
Biadu,  this  cause  of  terror  is  removed ; their 
neighbours  are  made  easy,  and  that  country 
will  no  longer  be  a safe  landing  or  parading 
place  liir  those  who  come  to  attack  u3,  nor  wilt 
it  be  a safe  .efuge  fur  those  who  fly  from  the 
justice  of  the  nation. 

Though  these  roads  be  now  finished,  and 
brought  to  a perfection  far  beyond  what  could 
have  been  expected  in  so  short  a time,  or  for  so 
•mail  a sum,  vet.  Sir,  the  Independent  Compa- 
nies nre  not  thereby  rendered  unnecessary  ; I 
have  been  informed  by  every  person,  who  has 
been  in  or  knows  i ' ' 

of  thv  people  who 
that  the  keeping  of1 


countrv  and  the  nature 


nies  in  the  country  if  by  much  the  best  method 
of  keeping  the  people  in  order ; and  if  those 
Companies  were  to  be  disbanded,  and  the  ser- 
vice to  be  performed  by  detachments  from  the 
regiments  in  the  low-country,  I am  sure  the 
public  would  save  nothing,  lot  notwithstanding 
tl.e  highways  that  are  now  made,  the  marching 
of  those  detachments  backwards  and  forwards, 
and  the  sending  them  provisions,  which  must 
lie  all  sent  from  places  in  the  low-country  at  a I 
great  distance,  would  cust  the  .public  full  as  I 
much,  if  not  more,  every  year,  than  the  rnaiu-  I 
tenance  of  those  six  Independent  Companies  | 
now  amounts  to.  As  for  what  money  may 
be  returned  from  that  country  lor  the  public  j 
service,  I do  not  know;  hut  it  is  well  known  I 
that  every  part  of  that  country  pays  the  land-  I 
tax,  and  every  oilier  tax  which  they  are  sub-  I 
jected  to  by  the  articles  of  the  union,  and  cun-  I 

3tently  they  must  certainly  bear  a part  of  the  I 
lick  charge,  and  have  from  thence  a just  I 
title  to  be  protected  and  defended,  as  well  as  I 
any  other  part  of  the  nation ; North-Britain  is  I 
a part  of  Britain  as  well  as  South  Britain  is;  it  I 
is  the  same  country,  and  I hope  in  all  fbe  Be-  I 
solutions  of  tills  House  it  will  always  be  look'd  ] 

After  this  tlie  Question  bejug  put  on  the  said 
Motion,  the  same  wos  agreed  to. 

Feb.  1.  The  above  Resolution,  being  re-  j 
ported,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  Proceedings  relating  to  the  Sale  of  the  I 
late  Earl  of  Dcracnttcuter's  Estate  ordered  to  1 
be  laid  before  the  Commons.']  Felt.  2.  The 
Commons  ordered,  That  the  proper  Ofticer  ] 
do  lay  before  them  all  such  Proceedings,  Pa-  J 
pers.  and  other  Instruments,  as  he  had  m liis 
custody,  relating  to  the  Sale  of  the  Estate  of'  I 
James  late  Earl  of  Derwcntwater. 

Petition  from  ihe  Proprietors  of  the  Cha-  5 
rilabtc  Corporation,  complaining  of  the  Mis - j 
management  of  their  Directors.]  Feb.  S.  Sir 
Tlioiiius  Robinson  presented  to  the  Commons 
a,  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Charitable 
Corporation,*  complaining,  “ That  by  the  most  1 


* “ The  reader  may  remember,  that  in  the 
In6t  session,  several  Petitions  were  ofl'ered  in  j 
the  House  of  Commons  against  the  Charitable  j 
Corporation.  It  now  became  a very  serious  J 
aflair ; lot  their  capital  was  now  enlarged  by  j 
a royal  licence  to  about  1100,000/.  George  I 
Robinson,  member  of  parliament  for  Marlow,  j 
was  their  cashier,  and  having  a statute  of  bank’  j 
ruptcy  issued  against  him,  be  disappeared,  as  did 
likewise  one  Thompson,  who  was  the  warehouse-  I 
keeper.  It  was  soon  found  out,  upon  enquiry,  I 
that  a most  pernicious,  though  incomprchen-  | 
sihle  piece  of  villainy,  hnd  been  carried  on.  i 
Iu  short,  20,000/.  was  ull  that  could  he  disco-  J 
vered,  to  answer  for  a capital  uf  500,000/.  It 
dues  not  belong  to  this  history  to  truce  this  , 
black  aflair  through  all  the  particularities  that  | 
did  attend  it ; it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  m 
..pursuance  of  the,  enquiry  set  on  foot  by  the 
sCtiiMitcht  of  too  'feitsfl  of 'd'tlrhmons,  upon  • 
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notorious  breach  of  (rust  in  several  persons,  to 
whom  the  care  and  management  of  tbeir  affairs 
was  committed,  the  said  Corporation  bad  been 
defrauded  of  tbe  greatest  part  of  their  capital 


Petition  presented  to  them  by  the  proprietors 
for  relief,  it  appeared,  that  sir  Robert  Sutton,  n 
member  of  tbe  House,  and  knight  of  the  batb, 
one  of  his  Majesty's  most  honourable  privy 
council,  had  been  guilty,  as  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  managing  the  affairs  of  the  Charita- 
ble Corporation,  of  promoting,  abetting  and 
carrying  on,  several  indirect  and  fraudulent 
practices,  for  which  he  was  expelled  the  House. 

“ Nothing  hut  the  notoriety  of  the  thing 
could  have  brought  so  severe  a censure  upou 
n gentleman,  who,  like  sir  Robert  Sutton,  had 
been  distinguished  by  some  of  tbe  eminent 
employments  in  the  state,  was  amiable  in  his 
private  character,  aud  happy  in  his  counec-  • 
turns,  bis  friends,  his  family,  aud  fortune;  even 
his  enemies  were  privately  of  opinion,  that  in- 
dolence and  inadvertency  were  tbe  Chief  causes 
of  his  misconduct. 

“ The  censure  against  sir  Archibald  Grant, 
another  member  of  the  House,  was  semen  hut 
more  liarsb ; for  he  was  found  guilty  of  having 
been  concerned  in  copartnerships,  iu  which 
tbe  cash  of  the  Corporation  hod  been  em- 
ployed, and  great  sums  lust  and  embezzled ; 
and  having  been  principally  concerned  in  pro- 
moting, abetting,  and  carrying  nn,  many  other, 
indirect  nnd  fraudulent  practices  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  affairs  of  the  said  Corporation. 

“ Besides  those  two  gentlemen,  Denis  Bond, 
nnd  William  Burroughs,  enquires,  Mr.  George 
Jackson,  Mr.  Benjamin  Robinson,  Richard 
Wooley,  and  Thomas  Warren,  were  found 

Sincipidly  concerned  in  these  frauds  j nnd  a 
ill  was  brought  into  tbe  Mouse,  to  restrain  all 
of  them  from  going  out  of  the  kingdom  for  one 
year,  or  to  alienate  their  effects,  tuid  to  oblige 
them  to  discover  the  same. 

*<  While  this  Bill  was  depending,  Mr.  San- 
dys,  chairman  of  the  Committee,  acquainted  the 
House,  that  sir  Robert  Sutton  had  told  him, 
that  he  had  received  n letter  from  one  Mr. 
Arhmhnol,  a correspondent  of  his,  at  Paris,  in 
which  was  enclosed  a letter,  from  signior  Bel- 
loni,  a banker  ut  Rome,  directed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Charitable  Corporation,  or  iu 
case  the  Committee  did  not  subsist,  to  sir  Ro- 
bert Sutiou  and  others,  informing,  that  Beliuui 
had  procured  John  Thompson, lace  warehouse- 
keeper to  the  Cimritnhie  Corporation  to  he  ar- 
rested and  secured  iu  the  ensile  of  St.  Angelo 
ut  Rome. 

“ That  the  whole  of  this  contrivance  was  a 
low  artifice  of  the  Jncohites,  appeared  not  only 
from  tlie  whole  complection  of  its  conduct,  but 
by  the  character  of  the  persons  employed  to 
manage  it.  Arbuthnol  die  banker,  was  an 
avowed  Jacobite.  Sir  Robert  Sutton  applied, 
in  order  to  clear  himself  of  all  suspicion  of  be- 
ing concerned  with  Thompson,  to  doctor  Ar- 
buthnot,  the  banker's  brother,  who  at  his  re- 
quest, prm-ailWWhiJl&^k'^y'Wnfe'toMi-,r 


amounting  to  several  hundred  thousand  pounds; 
and  that  all  the  Petitioners  were  become  great 
sufferers  thereby,  and  many  of  them  reduced 
to  the  utmost  degree  of  misery  and  distress; 


loni,  who  was  well  known  to  be  the  Pretender’s 
banker  and  agent  at  Rome  (us  Arhuthnot  wag 
at  Paris),  to  get  Thompson  secured.  Reboot 
and  Arbuthnoi  were  the  more  pleased  with 
this  commission,  because  they  were  in  hopes  to 
manage  it  so,  as  to  make  die  arrest  of  BelJooi 
seem  to  he  owing  to  the  Pretender’s  zeal  for 
haring  justice  done  to  tbe  English  natiou. 

“ The  whole,  however,  was  managed  with 
great  tenderness,  and  even  fuvour,  to  Thomp- 
son ; for  chough  he  had  pretended  to  make  a 
full  discovery  of  all  bis  .effects,  nnd  even  gave 
orders  for  delivering  them  np,  yet  these  orders 
and  all  the  papers  he  had  executed,  were  to  re- 
main in  Arhuthnot  the  bunker's  hands,  till 
such  time  ns  die  House  of  Commons  or  die 
Charitable  Corporation  should  agree  to  the 
proposals  of  Thompson,  who  by  diis  time,  wns, 
together  with  Robinson  the  cashier,  adjudged 
by  act  of  parliament  to  be  guilty  of  felony. 
Besides  this  the  proposals  of  Thompson,  though 
complied  with,  would  have  been  of  very  hide 
service  to  the  Corporation.  But  dm  strain  of 
the  letter  from  Belloni  to  the  Committee,  left 
no  manner  of  room  to  doubt,  dial  the  whole 
was  u contrivance  of  the  Pretender  and  his 
adherents.  The  parliaiueut  easily  saw  through 
iliis,  and  both  Houses  having  held  a conference, 
it  was  adjudged,  non.  con.,  “ That  Helium's 
letter  U an  insolent,  und  audneiuus  liliel,  at- 
tempting by  false  mid  insidious  insinuations,  to 
impose  upon  the  parliament  and  British  nation  ; 
and  by  specious  pretences  mid  professions  of 
esteem,  affection  ami  compassion,  to  amuse  the 
unnnppy  sufferers  of  the  Charitable  Corpora- 
tion, with  vuin  and  deceitftil  hopns  of  relief; 
dial  the  said  paper  is  in  itself,  absurd  and  con- 
tradictory, conceived  at  the  liegiuuiijg  in 
terms,  and  in  the  style,  of  power  and  audios 
rity,  or  as  proceeding  from  some  extraordinary 
interest  aud  inllucure,  hut  concluding  in  the 
person  and  character  ot  a private  banker  of 
Rome,  offering  upon  certain  conditions,  on  the 
behalf  of  John  Thompson,  to  deliver  certain 
books  and  papers  of  the  said  Thompson;  the 
contents,  value  aud  consequence  of  which,  are 
uuknowD,  without  any  offer  to  suriender  die 
person  of  the  said  Thompson,  til, bongo  repre- 
sented to  have  been  arrested  and  detained  in 
safe  custody,  from  a sense  of  the  frauds  com- 
mitted by  him,  and  a due  regard  to  justice. 
The  conditions  demanded  nnd  insisted  upon 
by,  and  m behalf  of  Thoinpsou,  appearing  at 
die  same  time  to  be  loose,  erosive  nod  uncer- 
tain, tending  to  procure  advaniuges  and  indem- 
nity to  himself  and  his  accomplices,  without 
any  intention  or  prospect  of  benefit  to  tbe. Cor- 
poration; and  that  this  whole  transaction  ap- 
pears to  he  a scandalous  artifice,  calculated 
purely  to  delude  the  unhappy,  and  to  disguise 
and  conceal  the  wicked  practices  of  the  pro- 
' MajiSst'j 's°pei*n,  crown 
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and  alledging,  that  some,  who  had  been  guilty 
of  these  frauds,  had  transported  themselves  to 
parts  beyond  the  seas,  and  carried  with  them 
some  of  the  books  and  effects  of  the  said  Cor- 

C i ration ; and  that  there  was  great  reason  to 
ilieve,  such  an  immense  sum  of  money  could 
not  have  been  embezzled  without  the  conni- 
vance and  participation  of  others  who  continued 
here ; and  that  the  Petitioners  were  unable  to 
come  at  the  knowledge  of  their  combinations, 
or  to  bring  them  to  justice,  without  the  aid  of 
the  power  and  authority  of  tbnt  House ; and 
thcrefnre  praying,  that  the  House  would  vouch- 
safe to  enquire  into  the  Stnte  of  the  said  Cor- 

E oration,  uud  the  Conduct  of  those  who  had 
ad  the  enre  and  management  of  their  Affairs; 
and  woultl  give  such  Relief  to  the  Petitioners,  as 
to  the  House  should  seem  meet.’’ 

Debate  on  the  said  Petition .]  This  Petition 
being  read, 

Mr.  Oglcthorp  stood  up  and  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Sir;  I am  persuaded  that  this  Petition  will 
he  received  in  a manner  deserving  of  the  un- 
happy case  of  the  sufferers,  aud  of  the  justice 
of  this  House:  lean  hardly  suspect  that  any 
gentleman  that  has  the  honour  to  be  a member 
of  this  House,  will  oppose  giving  all  the  relief 
we  can  to  such  a number  of  unhappy  people, 
who  have  been  so  much  cheated  and  injured ; 


and  dignity.'*  It  was  then  unaniinoudy  voted, 
that  the  said  infamous  libel  should  be  burnt 
at  the  Royal  Exchange,  by  the  hand  of  the 
common  hangman. 

“ Thus  ended  an  affair,  which  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  care  and  even  earnestness  of  the 
government,  brought  destruction  upon  thou- 
sands of  poor  sufferers.  Being  many  of  them  of 
the  lowest  rank,  they  gratified  their  revenge  in 
murmuring  against  their  superiors ; and  they 
were  not  wanting  in  throwing  out  abuse  against 
the  most  venerable  names  in  the  nation,  as  be- 
ing the  authors  of  their  calamities,  or  at  least 
sharers  in  their  spoils.  But  notlimg  could  be 
mure  ridiculous,  as  well  as  unjust,  than  such 
aspersions,  because  it  was  plain  from  llie  spirit 
with  which  the  government  (who  could  have 
crushed  the  proceedings)  joined  in  prosecuting 
the  offenders,  that  no  persons  of  the  must 
exalted  condition  could  have  been  concerned 
in  the  fraud ; and  if  they  had,  they  must  have 
shared  in  the  loss ; as  it  is  certain  that  the  estates 
of  the  two  gentlemen  who  were  on  that  ac- 
count expelled  the  House  of  ‘’’ommons,  were 
greatly  injured,  even  independently  of  all  pro- 
ceedings against  them,  either  legal  or  parlia- 
mentary. Add  to  this,  that  had  Thompson, 
the  warehouse-keeper,  who  must  have  been 
master  of  the  secret,  known  of  any  such  prac- 
tices, he  would  undoubtedly  have  made  his 
court  at  Rome  by  disclosing  them ; nor,  consi- 
dering the  severe  examination  the  affnirs  and 
the  hooks  of  the  Company  met  with,  both 
within  and  .without  doors,  can  it  by,  imagined 
they  11 


the  Petition  respecting  [940  [ 
j yet  because  I have  heard  it  whispered  without  I 
doors  that  we  ought  nut  to  receive  this  I'eiicion,  | 
upon  account,  as  is  pretended,  that  the  Com-  1 
moil  Seal  was  not  regularly  affixed  thereto,  I I 
think  it  necessary  to  take  some  notice  of  that  I 
objection,  in  case  any  such  he  to  he  made ; I I 
must  say,  tliat  if  there  be  any  irregularity  as  to  ! 
the  affixing  of  the  public  seal  of  that  Company  | 
to  this  Petition,  it  is  iu  my  opinion  so  far  from  1 
being  an  objection  to  our  receiving  the  Peii-  { 
tion,  that  it  is  a very  strong  reason  font;  if  I 
there  be  any  fault  in  form,  it  is  the  fault  of  ! 
those  who  hud  the  keeping  of  the  common  I 
seal,  and-  ns  they  may  perhaps  he  some  of  those  f 
against  whom  the  complaints  made,  and  who  I 
upon  inquiry  he  found  by  this  House  to  be  the  J 
guilty  persons,  we  are  therefore  to  look  upon  '! 
any  neglect  in  form  to  be  a wilful  fault,  and  a T 
plot  laid  for  preventing  tlie  truth’s  being  I 
brought  to  light;  such  plots  will,  I hope,  heal-  I 
ways  defeated  by  the  wisdom  of  this  House,  ■ 
and  whenever  it  can  be  discovered  tliat  any  .1 
frauds  have  been  committed,  or  any  indirect  I 
practices  used  by  those  who  have  the  keeping  I 
ofauy  common  seal,  this  House  will,  I hope,  I 
mnke  use  of  that  power,  with  which  it  is  by  I 
our  constitution  invested,  for  delecting  and  II 
punisbiug  the  criminals:  for  my  own  parr,  I 1 
always  was  for  encouraging  the  design  upon  I 
which  this  Corporation  was  nt  first  established;  I 
people  may  call  it  Charitable  or  not,  as  they  I 
please ; but  I always  looked  upon  it  as  an  act  1 
of  charity  to  let  necessitous  persons  have  money  | 
to  borrow  upon  easier  terms  ilian  they  could  1 
hnve  it  elsewhere ; money  like  other  things  is  1 
hut  a commodity,  and  in  the  way  of  dealing,  I 
the  use  thereof,  as  well  as  of  oilier  things,  is  ■ 
looked  upon  to  he  worth  as  much  as  people  f 
can  get  for  it;  if  this  Corporation  let  necessi-  I 
tous  people  have  the  use  of  their  money,  at  a |j 
cheaper  rate  than  any  other  person  would  leutf  N 
money  at,  they  were  certainly  useful  to  ihe  Ji 
public,  and  were  so  fur  to  he  reckoned  a Glia-  l| 
ritable  Corporation;  and  if  they  had  asked . ll 
more  than  what  was  usual  to  be  given,  tiicy  fi 
could  not  have  had  any  customers  ; the  design  d 
was  therefore  in  itself  good  and  useful,  but  the  1 
better  the  design  was,  llie  more  those  persons  ' | 
deserve  to  be  puni-hed,  who  by  their  frauds  / 
have  disappointed  the  public  of  reaping  the  . 
benefit,  winch  might  have  accrued  by  an  honest  * n 
and  faithful  execution  of  so  good  an  under-  j! 
taking. 

Sir  Thomas  Robinson  spoke  next : 

Sir ; There  is  no  doubt  but  that  a great  | 
many  frauds  have  heen  committed  in  the  affair  | 
now  before  us;  so  large  a sum  of  money  could  H 
not  have  been  lost  in  so  short  a time,  liy  the  (J 
greatest  misfortunes  that  possibly  could  have  j| 
happened  ; nor  could  the  greatest  mismanage-  fc 
metit  reduce  such  a capital  to  nothing  iu  so  few  1 1 
years,  without  some  fraud  at  bottom ; and  as  J 
matters  now  stand,  every  man  who  bad  any  | 
hand  in  this  unhappy  affair,  is  accused  by  the  jj 
general  voice  of  the  people;  every  man  con-  j 
periled  is  presumed. to  have  been  n partaker  in 
a'if'tW,  iiffw  ill  their  cha- 
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meters,  as  well  as  in  their  estates,  by  the  frauds 
. of  the  guilty.  As  lhe.capit.il  stock  of  thisCor- 
’ pnration  was  divided  among  a great  number  of 
j proprietors,  the  sufferers  by  these  frauds  must 
I be  very  numerous,  and  amongst  them  there  are 
' without  doubt  a great  many  who  are  quite  un- 
p done  ; it  is  enough  to  move  the  compassion  of 
any  man  to  think,  that  gentlemen  and  ladies, 

I who  have  been  bred  to  an  affluent  fortune, 
should  thus  at  once  be  reduced  to  misery  and 
I starving;  and  that  without  any  fault  of  their 

fawn,  but  merely  by  the  frauds  or  by  the  neg- 
lect of  those  to  whom  they  bad  intrusted  the 
management  of  their  estates.  This,  is  a case, 

I Sir,  that  deserves  to  be  inquired  into  in  an  ex- 
traordinary manner;  sucli  innocent  sufferers 
deserve  the  most  speedy  redress  that  the  justice 
j of  this  nation  can  admit  of;  it  would  be  cruelty 
to  leave  it  to  the  ordinary  forms,  or  to  subject 
it  to  the  long  delays  that  necessarily  attend  the 
ordinary  course  of  jhstice ; and  therefore  I 
j hope,  that  no  member  of  this  House  will  refuse 
to  give  ear  to  the  just  complaint  of  the  Peti- 
h tioners,  or  appear  to  be  against  giving  them  all 
the  redress  that  can  be  given  in  a parliament- 
ary method  of  proceeding.  There  are,  I think, 
I'  three  things  that  must  come  under  our  consi- 
K deration  in  the  present  case:  We  must  endea- 
I vour  to  relieve  as  much  as  possible  those  who 
h are  the  unhappy  sufferers  in  this  affair;  we 
j must  endeavour  as  much  as  we  can  to  discover 
■ those  who  are  really  guilty,  and  punish  them 
r as  severely  as  their  crimes  deserve ; and  we 
| must  endeavour  to  vindicate  the  characters  of 
1 those  who  are  innocent,  and  who  at  present 
suffer  by  being  blended  with  those  that  are 
| guilty.  These  things  demand  a most  strict  and 
a most  exact  scrutiny  into  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  this  Corporation,  and  therefore 
I this  Petition  ought  not  only  to  be  referred  to  a 
| Committee,  but  to  a select  Committee  of  a cer- 
I tain  number  of  members  to  be  clmse  by  ballot, 
i which  Committee  ought  to  be  a Committee  of 

Captain  Vernon  agreed  in  every  thing  to 
[ what  sir  Thomas  Robinson  had  moved  for,  ex- 
• ccpt  as  to  the  Committee’s  being  n Committee 
I of  Secrecy,  in  which  lie  was  seconded  ty 

Mr.  Hopkins,  who  said,  That  a Public 
I Committee  would  be  more  for  the  purpose,  be- 
I cause  in  such  case  lie  and  every  other  member 
I of  tbe  House,  who  could  give  them  any  inform- 
[ ation,  cuuld  then  attend  and  know  what  they 
were  about,  by  which  they  would  learn  bow  to 
f assist  the  Cummiliee  in  making  discoveries, 
and  clearing  up  facts  which  they  might  be  in 
any  doubt  about.”  He  added,  “ That  in  the 
management  of  this  affair,  lie  could  not  bbt 
take  notice  of  one  fact,  which  to  him  appeared 
something  extraordinary  ; which  was,  that  at 
one  time  there  were  Bonds  or  Notes  of  that 
Corporation  issued,  toi  ti  e value  of  about 
120.000/.  about  which  time  lhp\’ork  Buildings 
v Stock  rose  from  18  or  19  to  36  nr  thereabout 
per  cent.  Tliis  sudden  rise,  he  believed,  was 
principally  owing  to  the  Bt.Dds  and  Noies  of 


went  ahout  current  and  in  great  plenty  in 
Change  Alley. 

Sir  Robert  Sutton  and  Mr.  Denis  Bond 
said.  That  as  they  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
named  as  managers  of  the  affairs  of  that  cor- 
poration, they  thought  themselves  obliged  to 
say  something  upon  the  present  occasion  : 
That  they  were  both  very  considerable  propri- 
etors, and  consequently  were  very  great  suf- 
ferer, hut  though  they  bad  been"  named  a» 
managers,  yet  they  were  but  seldom  there,  and 
knew  very  little  of  wliat  was  done. 

Sir  Archibald  Grant  said,  That  us  he  like- 
wise had  the  misfortune  to  be  a Manager,  ha 
thought  himself  obliged  to  say  something  to  the 
affair  then  before  them  ; 1 hut  be  also  wns  a 
very  considerable  proprietor,  bad  no  less  than 
1500  shares  of  their  capitul  in  his  own  right, 
which  had  cost  him  above  8000/.  That  be  was 
very  willing  the  management  should  be  in- 
quired into,  because  lie  hoped  the  fraudulent 
and  deceitful  would  tliereby  be  distinguished 
from  those,  who  had  been  deceived  and  im- 
posed 'upon. 

■Several  Members  spoke  for  the  Committee 
being  a Secret  Committee,  because  it  bad  been 
always  observed,  that  such  Committees  made 
the  mo9t  narto*  and  the  most  speedy  inquiry 
into  the  affairs  that  had  been  referred  to  them : 
That  if  every  member  had  a liberty  of  coming 
there,  it  would  occasion  such  disturbance  and 
so  many  delays,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  Committee  to  finish  their  report,  or  for 
the  House  to  give  any  relief  to  the  unhappy 
sufferers,  during  that  session  of  parliament. 
That  its  being  a Committee  of  Secrecy  could 
not  be  any  loss,  as  to  their  getting  all  possible 
information  from  the  other  members  of  the 
House,  who  cuuld  make  any  discoveries ; for 
that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  would 
he  known,  nud  it  was  to  be  presumed  that 
every  member,  that  could  make  any  discovery 
of  cunsequence,  would  immediately  give  in- 
formation thereof  to  some  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Committee. 

The  said  Petition  referred  to  a Committee .] 
Then  it  wa9  resolved,  without  opposition, 
“ That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  a Com- 
mittee of  twenty  one,  to  be  chosen  by  bal- 
' loting.”  But  n motion  being  made,  and' the 
question  por,  That  the  said  Committee  be  a 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive by  212  votes  against  132. 

Sir  R.  Walpole’s  motion  for  reading  the 
Pension  Bill  a third  time.]  Feb.  7.  A Motion 
was  made  by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  for  having 
the  Pension  Bill  read  the  third  lime,  on  tlie 
10th  instant,  in  a full  House,  because  Be  did 
not  know  but  tbat  he  might  then  offer  several 
reasons  against  it,  and  endeavour  to  shew, 
that  it  was  neither  a proper  Bill  for  redressing 
the  evil  complained  of,  nor  was  it  offered  at  a 
proper  season. 

Mr.  Pullcney  said.  That  that  Bill  had  been 
two  years  successively  before  that  House; 
'daH«ghwlri©feit5iiieoith^slai^tbBditoi!ny  oppor- 
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Utilities  to  consider  every  clause  in  it,  every 
one  of  which  bad  been  concerted  by  tbe  ablest 
men  in  the  nation.  That  tbe  Bill  was  cer- 
tainly a good  and  a necessary  Bill,  was  very 
much  wanted,  and  bad  tlie  general  voice  of 
tbe  nation  in  its  favour.  That  chough  the 
other  llotise  had  twice  thrown  it  out,  yet  be 
could  not  think  that  any  men  of  honour  could 
be  against  it ; what  their  reasons  were  for  so 
doing,  be  could  not  tell ; but  it  seemed,  and 
he  had  even  beard  it  whivpered,  that  they 
were  tired  of  doing  such****  werk  ; they 
were  resolved  to  do  no  more  of  it,  and  if  so, 
•ays  lie,  it  is  become  necessary  for  us  to  do 
our  own  * work  ourselves. 


Debate  in  the.  Commons  on  Sir  Robert  Wul- 


inte  n Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consi- 
der farther  of  ways  aud  means  for  raising  the 
supply  granted  to  his  Majesty;  and  the  several 
papers  and  accounts  relating  to  the  Salt  Duty 
having  been  lai'd  before  this  Committee, 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  stood  up  and  spoke  ns 
follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

As  there  is  nothiog  his  Majesty  has  more  at 
heart  than  the  giving  all  possible  ease  to  his, 
subjects ; so  whenever  lie  is  necessarily 
obliged  tn  desire  assistance  from  them  for  the 
immediate  support  of  the  government,  be  de- 
sires that  they  would  choose  those  ways 
and  means  for  raising  the  annual  supplies, 
which  are  least  hmthtnsomc  to  the  people, 
End  which  makes  the  load  fall  equally  upon  the 
aubjects  in  general.  When  money  " 1 


raised  for  the  public  good,  for  the  security  of 
all,  be  thinks  that  every 


ought  to 

bute  his  share,  in  proportion  to  tbe  benefit  that 
he  is  thereby  to  receive.  In  pursuance  of 
these  his  Majesty's  inclinations,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  what  I look  upon  as  the  most  equi- 
table rule  for  rai-ing  contributions,  I shall  take 
the  liherty  of  proposing  to  this  House  :t  method 
for  raising  some  part  of  the  supply  for  this  pre- 


will l 


those  who  have  stood  the  brunt  of  (he  day, 
those  who  have  been  oppressed  for  many  years, 
way  in  some  measure  he  relieved. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  only  view  [ have  in  making 
the  proposal  ; after  it  is  made,  the  House  may 
then  take  it  into  their  consideration,  and  each 
member  certainly  will  judge  of  it  as  lie  thinks 

£ roper.  If  it  is  approved  of,  I shall  rejoice  in 
aving  been  the  author  of  a measure,  which'  I 
think  will  contribute  so  much  to  the  good  of 
my  country  in  general,  mid  to  the  relief  of 
those  who  have  for  many  years  borne  too  great 
a share  of  the  public  burthen  ; and  if  it  happens 
not  to  meet  with  the  approbation  .if  this  Iiunse, 
I shall  have  the  testimony  of  a good  conscience 
for  my  comfort;  for  since  I have  — ' 


.but  only  tkrmeoetre^d: wBtfadu>est ■ iriwtsifoiirtO'tJ.'^atiMti'toi  Jvisr M several  duties 


give  relief  to  my  fellow-subjects,  I never  can 
Imve  occasion  to  repent,  nor  do  I any  way  | 
dread  those  reproaches,  which  may  be  un-  I 
justly  thrown  upon  me,  or  upon  the  measure  I - 
am  to  propose  ; for  these  are  things  which  in  I 
all  public  transactions  every  man  must  expect : * 
No  public  measure  can  be  proposed,  hut  what 
may  be  against  the  private  interest  and  selfish  1 
views  of  some  particular  men  ; but  I fear  not  1 
the  enmity,  and  I despise  the  reviling)  0f  I 
those,  who  prefer  their  own  little  selfish  views  I 
to  the  general  good  and  welfare  of  their  * 


I have.  Sir,  with  the  deepest  concern  ob- 
served, bow  heavy  and  how  unequal  a burthen 
has  been  long  borne  by  the  landed  gentlemen 
of  this  kingdom : I baye  long  bad  it  in  my  view 
to  procure  them  some  ease  as  soon  ns  possible, 
and  atn  pleased  to  think  that  an  opportunity 
now  offers  itself  for  doing  what  I have  so  long 
had  much  at  heart;  aud  l hope  I shnll  have 
the  good  luck  to  find  that  my  sentiments 
are  approved  of  by  this  House  ; nml  the  ap- 

Eirobation  of  such  an  assembly  1 shall  always 
ook  upon  us  the  greatest  honour  dune  to  any 
proposal  made  by  me.  As  to  the  manner.  Sir, 
of  raising  taxes  upon  the  people,  it  is  a certain 
maxim,  that  that  tax  which  is  the  most  equal 
and  the  must  general,  is  the  most  just,  mid 
the  leastburtiiensnme.  Where  every  man  con- 
tributes a small  share,  a great  sum  may  be 
raised  for  the  public  service,  without  any  man's 
being  sensible  of  wlint  lie  pays ; whereas  a 
small  sum,  raised  upon  a few,  lies  heavy  upon 
each  particular  man,  and  is  the  more  grievous, 
in  that  it  is  unjust ; for  where  the  benefit  is 
mutual,  the  expence  ought  to  be  in  cnhimnp,, 
Of  all  the  taxes  lever  could  think  of,  there  is  I 
not  one  more  general,  nor  one  less  felt,  than  ! 
that  of  the  duty  upon  Salt.  The  duty  upon  Suit 
is  u tax  that  every  man  in  the  nation  contri-  j 
butes  to  according  to  his  circumstances  till'd  4 
condition  in  life  ; every  subject  contributes  3 
'something  ; if  he  be  a poor  man,  he  contributes  It 
so  small a trifle,  it  will  .bardly  bear  a name; 
if  he  lie  rich,  he  lives  more  luxuriously,  and 
consequently  contributes  more  ; and  if  he  be  a 
man  of  a great  estate,  be  keeps  a great  noth- 
her  of  servants,  nnd  must  therefore  contribute  1 
a great  deni.  Upon  the  other  linud,  there  is.  [ 
tax  that  ever  was  laid  upon  the  people  of 


this  nation,  that  is  more  uryust  and  unequal! 
limn  the  LnndTux.  The  land-holders  bear  bat 
a small  proportion  to  the  peopled’  this  nation, j 
or  of  any  nation  ; yet  iui  man  contributes  any 
the  least  share  to  this  tax,  but  he  that  is  pos- 
sessed  of  a laud  estate  : und  ye:  this  tax  tins  1 
been  continued  wit  limit  intermission  for  above  J 
these  40  year*.  It  has  continued  so  long,  and  . I 
has  lain  so  heavy,  that  I may  venture  to  say  j 
many  a landed  gentleman  in  this  kingdom  hM 
thereby  been  utterly  ruined  aud  undone. 

This  consideration.  Sir,  has  prompted  me  to 
endeavour  to  procure  them  some  relief,  nou, 
for  this  end  I shall  venture  to  make  tbe  follow^ 
ing  motion.  “ That  towards  raising  the  supply 
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home-made  Salt,  granted  to  the  late  king  Wil- 
liam and  queen  Mary,  by  an  Act  of  the  5tb  and 
6th  years  of  their  reign,  for  a terra  of  years,  and 
afterwards  made  perpetual ; and  also  the  addi- 
tional Duties  on  Salt,  granted  by  an  act  of  the 
9th  and  10th  years  of  his  said  late  Majesty  king 
William,  and  all  the  Duties  chargeable  on  home- 
made Salt  in  Great-Britain,  which  by  en  act  of 
the  3rd  year  of  bis  present  Majesty’sreigt.,  ceas- 
ed and  determined  on  the  95th  day  of  December 
1730,  he  revived  and  granted  to  his  Majesty, 
bis  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  term  of  three 
years  from  the  25th  of  March  next,  1732." 

If  I have,  Sir,  the  gnod  luck  to  succeed  so 
far  in  my  wishes,  as  to  have  this  motion  ap- 
proved of,  I shall  then  beg  leave  to  move, 
that  the  sum  of  one  shilling  in  the  ponnd,  and 
no  more,  be  raised  for  this  year  upon  land ; 
but  if  this  House  does  not  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion I now  make,  I must  in  that  case  move 
for  a Land-Tax  of  two  shillings  in  the  pound  i 
for  so  much  will  be  absolutely  neccMary  for 
the  current  service  of  the  year.  This,  Sir,  is 
what  a sincere  and  a hearty  desire  to  do  ser- 
vice to  my  country,  and  justice  to  my  fellow- 
subjects,  has  emboldened  me  tn  propose.  I 
declare  I had  no  other  view,  but  that  of  pro- 
curing some  ease,  some  relief  to  the  landed- 
imerest.  If  this  be  agreed  to,  some  means 
may  be  fallen  upon  to  relieve  them  of  the 
whole  again  next  year;  and  I shall  alwjiys 
look  upon  it  as  a great  honour,  that  after  n 
continuance  of  a land-tax  of  four,  three  or 
two  shillings  at  least  in  the  pound  for  40  years 
together,  it  was  at  last  reduced  to  one,  at  a 
time  when  I bad  a share  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  this  nation.  Before  I 
leave  this  subject,  1 must  intreat  every  one 
that  hears  me,  to  consider  how  many  landed- 
gentlemen  of  ancient  families  there  are  in  Bri- 
tain, who  have  but  small  estates,  bow  many  of 
them  have  great  families  to  support  and  many 
children  to  provide  for,  nnd  how  many  even  of 
those  who  hare  large  Estates  in  Land  are  so 
charged  with  mortgages,  jointures,  or  rent- 
charges,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  for  them  to 
support  their  character  in  the  country  where 
they  live,  though  they  were  not  to  pay  one  shil- 
ling towards  a land-tax. 

Our  nobility  and  gentry  were  once  famous  for 
hospitality  and  generosity ; if  the  unavoidable 
necessities  of  state  have  obliged  them  for  so 
many  years  to  abridge  their  expence, and  contract 
their  manner  of  living,  let  us  do  pt  least  what  is 
in  our  power  to  restore  them  to  their  former 
state,  by  relieving  them  of  a part  of  that  bur- 
then, which  they,  and  they  only,  have  for  so 
many  years  been  charged  with. 

Mr.  Waller  Plumer  rose  up  and  spoke  as 
follows : 

Sir,. 

I agree  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion,  in  this,  That  the  landed  gen- 
tlemen of  this  nation  have  been  for  many  years 
wbject  to  very  grievous  taxes:  the  land-tax  is 

■Myihe 
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them,  but  every  other  tax  falls  at  last  upon  theta 
with  its  grentest  weight : It  is  indeed  high  time 
that  some  of  the  burthens  should  be  taken  off 
their  shoulders,  and  it  was  reasonable  for  them 
to  have  expected  from  his  Majesty’s  most  gra- 
cious speech,  that  in  this  session  of  parliament 
they  would  have  met  with  some  relief;  but 
bow  much  surprised  must  they  be,  when  they 
bear,  that  all  the  relief  that  bus  been  pro- 
posed is,  to  take  ofl'  one  tax  which  lies  heavy 
upon  them  only,  and  in  the  room  thereof  to 
lay  on  another,  which  will  lie  equally  heavy  up- 
on  most  of  them,  and  at  the  same  time  will  be 
a most  insupportable  burthen  upon  evory  one  of 
their  fellow-subjects  f The  proposing  this  as  a 
relief  for  the  Innded  gentlemen  appears  to  raa 
in  so  odd  alight,  that  f cannot  well  compreheud 
how  it  can  be  expected,  that  any  gentleman  in 
England  should  be  so  imposed  on.  It  is  so 
short  a time  ago,  that  we  must  ail  remember 
bow  this  tax  upon  Salt  came  to  be  taken  off. 
Ilis  Majesty,  by  bis  most  gracious  speech  from  the 
throne  only  two  years  ago  [See  p.  766.]  shewed, 
that  he  was  sensible  how  much  the  trade  and 
manufactures  of  this  nation  suffered,  by  ilia 
many  taxes,  the  poor  tradesmen  and  labourers 
were  subject  to;  he  therefore  recommended 
to  us  the  taking  off  some  of  those  taxes,  which 
were  most  burthensome  upon  the  poor;  and 
Bt  that  time,  Sir,  it  was  llio  opinion  of  thievery 
House,  that  this  tax  upon  Salt  was  the  mosl 
burtbensoma  upon  the  poor,  and  the  most  per- 
nicious to  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  of  all  the 
taxes  we  arelinhleto.  This,  Sir,  was  one  of  the 
many  reasons  for  taking  it  off,  end,  why  wa 
should  so  suddenly  alter  our  opinion,  nnd  re- 
solve to  grind  the  face  of  the  poor,  in  order  to 
relieve  a few  of  the  rich,  I can  see  no  reason  ; 
I say, Sir,  a few  of  the  rich,  for  it  may  be  easily 
made  appear,  that  the  relief  proposed  will  be  no 
relief  at  all  to  the  landed  gentlemen  of  small 
fortunes,  and  even  to  the  rich  it  «S1I  be  but  i> 
small  present  ease,  which  will  be  attended  with 
most  heavy  and  most  fatal  consequences. 

I had  the  honour.  Sir,  to  be  one  of  those  who 
were  instrumental  in  getting  this  clog  upon  our 
trade  removed ; I hope  I shall  have  the  honour 
to  be  one  of  those  w'ho  shall  be  instromentol  iu 
preventing  its  beiug  forced  upon  us  again  ; for 
if  this  duty  be  revived,  I despair  of  ever  seeing 
it  again  taken  off.  It  is  not  always  a certain 
maxim,  that  those  taxes  which  are  most  gene- 
ral are  least  bnrthensome ; upon  tire-  contrary, 
it  holds  true  in  nil  countries,  and  at  all  times, 
that  those  raxes  which  are  laid  upon  the  luxu- 
ries of  mankiudnre  the  least  burthensoine;  and 
I believe  in  the  most  luxurious  country  upon 
earth,  I am  sure  at  to  this  country,  it  cannoL  be 
said  thni  they  are  the  most  general  : Alter  tt 
nation  is  brought  to  thnt  woeful  pass,  that  they 
must  extend  their  taxes  farther  than  the  luxu- 
ries of  their  country,  it  is  certaio,  that  those 
taxes  which  are  raised  with  the  least  charge  to 
the  pnblic,  are  the  most  convenient  and  the 
easiest  to  the  people  ; but  in  all  cases  particu- 
lar care  ought  to  be  taken  not  to  tax  those 
'■fffiSgWlHflltffflJi  subsist- 

3 P 
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ence  of  the  poor ; such  taxes  always  occasion  creasing  yearly.  I oiily  desire  that  every  landed 

tnunnyrings  nud  sedition  among  the  people,  and  gentleman,  that  hears  me,  would  consiiier  what 

in  such  n country  ns  this,  which  subsists  by  he  could  make  of  his  estate  if  we  had  no  trade, 

trude  nod  manufacture,  such  lattes  bring  sure  no  manufactures,  nor  any  number  of  populous 

and  inevitable  destruction  ; for.  they  enhance  trading  towns  in  England.  Whoever  considers 

the  price  of  all  necessaries  of  life,  the  wages  of  this,  must  conclude  that,  in  most  parts  of  Eng.  ' 

the  tradesman  and  manufacturer  must  conse-  land,  the  landed  estates  would  not  iu  that  case 

quenliy  rise  higher,  and  where  the  wages  of  the  bring  in  yearly  to  their  landlords  near  the  rent 

workmen  ore  high,  the  manufactures  of  that  they  do  at  present,  no,  nor  one  quarter  thereof, 

country  never  can  be  sold  so  cheap  os  the  ma-  Who  then  will  he  such  a fool  ns  to  desire  to  he 

nufuctures  of  other  countries ; this  must  at  last  relieved  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  upon  the 

destroy  their  whole  trade,  and  I am  convinced  land  tax,  when  he  must  pay  as  much  in  nno- 

tlmt  uo  landed  gentleman  in  England  will  tber  way,  for  the  salt  made  use  of  in  his  family r 

chase  to  save  a shilling  in  the  pound  as  to  the  nnd  when  at  the  same  time  he  diminishes  the 

land  tax,  even  though  lie  were  to  pay  nothing  yearly  value  of  his  estate  much  more  than  one 

in  lieu  thereof,  when  by  such  a saving  he  brings  shilling  in  the  pound  ; nay,  much  more  than 

ruin  upon  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  his  any  land  tax  ever  amounted  to  in  England, 

native  country.  The  land'tax,  Sir,  is  but  an  annual  diminution  ! 

I have,  Sir,  always  appeared,  and  I hope  ever  of  a gentleman’s  estate ; he  may  be  free  of  it, 

shall  appear  zealous  for  the  support  of  the  pre-  or  of  a part  of  it,  the  succeeding  year : But  if 

sent  roynl  family ; ns  a friend  to  our  most  happy  by  the  decay  of  our  trade,  nnd  the  charge  that  i 

constitution,  as"  a faithful  subject  to  his  liln-  is  laid  upon  the  poor  fanner,  he  be  obliged  to  1 

jesty,  1 must  declare  against  reviving  this  tax  lower  the  rents  of  his  estate,  that  will  be  a di-  ' 

upon  salt;  for  granting  that  the  reducing  of  a munition  which  I am  afraid  will  endure  for  ever.  ' 

shilling  in  the  pound  upon  the  land  tax,  by  the  Before  I have  done,  I must,  Sir,  take  notice, 
revival  of  this  upon  salt,  were  a real  relief  to  the  that  the  Salt  Duty,  or  a considerable  part 
landed  gentlemen,  which  is  very  far  from  being  thereof,  was  formerly  appropriated  to  the  Sink- 

the  case,  yet  we  must  allow  that  for  one,  that  is  ing  Fund;  yet  this  duty  » us  hut  two  years  ago 

eased  or  obliged  by  the  reducing  of  the  land  thought  so  grievous  and  so  prejudicial  to  our  'I 

■ lax,  there  will  be  99  disobliged  by  the  revival  trade,  that  we  then  made  no  scruple  of  cn-  , 

of  the  tax  upon  salt;  this  must  occasion  such  a crouching  a little  even  upon  that  sacred  fund,  I 

general  dissatisfaction,  and  so  much  grumbling  iu  order  to  ease  the  people  of  so  pernicious  and  I 

amongst  the  people  against  his  Majesty,  that  burdensome  a tax  : lam  sorry  to  see  the  opi-  1 

the  keeping  up  a standing  army  will  become  nion  of  any  gentleman,  as  to  this  tax,  so  much  I 

necessary  tor  supporting  him  against  the  disar-  altered  in  so  short  n time : but  if  we  do  alter 

lected;  nnd  by  experience  nekuuw,  that  where  our  opinion,  and  revive  this  tax,  it  certainly 

the  disaHeetion  becomes  very  general,  even  the  ought  to  be  appropriated  again  to  that  useful  1 

army  is  not  to  be  depended  oo,  for  in  such  case  fund ; if  we  do  revive  it  without  any  such  ap- 

most  of  them  would  probably  join  with  the  propriation,  we  make  a most  dangerous  pre-  | 

discontented:  It  would  become  necessary  for  cedenr,  whenever  any  of  these  taxes  that 

the  security  of  his  Mnjesty’s  person  and  .go-  are  now  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 

vernment,  to  bring  iu  nn  array  of  foreign  troops  are  wanted  for  another  use.  it  is  hut  taking  | 

to  prey  upon  the  bowels  of  our  mother  country,  them  off  for  oae  year,  nnd  laying  them  on  the 

I have,  Sir,  as  much  sympathy  nnd  compos-  next  for  a iie<v  purpose ; thus  the  Sinking  Fund 

sion  as  any  man  for  the  great  distresses  that  may  be  at  last  entirely  exhausted,  and  our 

have  been  brought  upon  many  of  our  landed  debts  remain  for  ever  unpaid,  without  lesseu- 

geiitietuen  ; and  I flattered  myself  with  the  ing  any  of  our  taxes. 

Captain  Vernon  spoke  neit : 

fluidity  established  botli  abroad  and  at  home,  I Mr.  Speaker; 

could  not  so  much  as  imagine,  that  it  would  he  I hope  every  gentleman  in  this  House  lirt 
necessary  to  continue  all  our  taxes,  and  I could  perused  the  short  account  of  the  money,  which 

far  less  imagine  that  any  proposal  would  he  lias  been  brought  into  his  Majesty’s  exchequer, 

made  for  relieving  us  of  oue  tax,  by  laying  on  by  {he  produce  of  the  Stilt  duty  Irom  that  part 

another  much  more  grievous.  No  matt  can  of  Great  Britain,  called  Scotland,  for  the  last 

expect  that  the  lauded  gentlemen  in  England  ten  years ; I have  looked  for  that  nccoutit,  but 

have  so  little  tense  as  to  be  cajoled  in  such  a can  find  hilt  oue  article,  and  that  article  is  nest 

mnaner.  The  land  tax,  it  is  true,  takes  from  to  nothing.  In  the  space  of  ten  years,  not  one  | 

the  landed,  gentleman  a part  of  his  teul  yearlv,  shilling  was  ever  brought  into  the  Exchequer,  1 

but  the  salt  tax,  being  a charge  upon  our  trade  from  the  Salt  duty  in  thin:  country  : How  then  . 

and  manufactures,  will  at  lost  disable  his  tenants  can  this  tax  be  said  to  be  an  equal  tax,  when  | 

from  paying  him  nny  rent;,  and  besides.it  such  a considerable  pan  of  this  kingdom  never  ^ 

snakes  the  maintaining  even  of  his  own  family  paid  one  farthing  towards  it;  tven  by  the  pro- 

much  more  expensive,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  posal  now  made,  they  are  not  to  pay  near  so 

year  he  will  find  himself  no  gainer  upon  the  much  ns  we  nre  to  nov  in  South  Britain  ; nnd 
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llie  public  account : This  tax  must  therefore  be 
unequal,  because  we  in  England  arc  to  bear 
the  whole  of  tlie  burden  ; Scotland  is  to  bear 
no  part,  and  yet  they  are  by  the  Articles  of  the 
Union  obliged  to  bear  their  proportional  part 
of  alt  new  taxes,  more  especially  those  which 
are  raised  for  the  current  service  of  the  year. 
If  it  be  said,  that  the  people  iu  that  country 
are  not  able  to  pay  this  whole  tax,  it  is  a good 
argument  against  the  tax  in  general ; for  no  tax 
ought  to  be  laid  upon  the  people,  hut  those  to 
which  they  can  all  contribute  their  share:  The 
people  of  Eugland  ought  not  to  be  charged 
with  a duty,  and  the  people  of  Scotland  left 
free;  such  unequal  charges  will  soon  mate  every 
man  iu  England  wish  that  the  Union  had  never 
been  made. 

It  is  true,  Sir,  I cannot  but  applaud  the  gen- 
tlemen of  that  country,  for  appearing  in  favour 
of  the  tax  upon  Salt ; it  is  shewing  a laudable 
zeal  for  the  proper  interest  of  their  native 
country  : It  is  laying  a tax  upon  us,  to  which 
they  contribute  nothing,  in  place  of  a tax,  to 
which  they  have  always  contributed  an  equal 
share.  This,  Sir,  may  justify  their  conduct  as 
to  the  question  now  in  hand,  but  1 hope  the 
gentlemen  of  the  south  parts  of  Britain  will 
shew  the  same  concern  for  the  interest  of  their 
part  of  the  island  ; and  I am  glad  to  find  that 
so  many  of  them  do  shew  such  u concern,  fur 
it  appeared  to  me  yesterday,  that  the  question 
was  carried  against  the  south  parts  of  the 
island,  by  the  votes  of  those  gentlemen  who 
come  from  the  north.  [Here  he  was  called  to 
Order,  after  which  he  went  on]  Sir,  I design 
uu  reflection  upon  any  man;  but  the  affair  be- 
fore us  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  in- 
terest and  trade  of  the  whole  kingdom  ; our 
liberties,  our  properties,  and  every  thing  that  is 
dear  to  us  is  at  stake.  This  seems  to  be  a step 
towards  iotroducing  a general  excise,  which  is 
inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of  a free  people; 
nnd,  Sir,  when  life,  liberty,  or  property  is  con- 
cerned, it  will  be  found  thut  every  man  will 
fight;  a country  clown  in  huddon-grny  may 
perhaps  shew  us  much  courage,  anti  fight  as 
well  as  a soldier  iu  red  : What ! do  we  think, 
because  a fellow  is  a beau,  and  dresses  himself 
up  with  powder  and  essences,  that  therefore  he 
has  more  courage  than  another  man?  I suspect 
there  are  many  of  those  fine  gentemeu,  who  are 
afraid  of  letting  the  wind  blow  upon  them,  for 
fear  of  blowing  the  powder  oat  of  their  wigs, 
that  could  not,  perhaps,  bear  the  smell  of  gun- 
powder. As  the  affair  before  us  is  of  the  ut- 
most consequence,  so  it  ought  to  give  us  the 
more  concern,  that  if  it  passes  iu  this  House, 
there  are  no  hopes  in  the  other:  In  the  other 
House,  we  know,  Sir,  there  is  a peculiar  Bench, 
which  will  [Here  he  was  again  called  to  Order, 
and  was  told  by  Mr.  Speaker,  That  no  gentle- 
man was  to  throw  reflections  upon  any  body  of 
men,  nor  was  any  member  of  that  House]  in 
any  thing  he  said,  to  take  notice  of  what  was 
done,  or  what  might  be  done  in  the  other,  then 
the  Captain  went  on]  Sir,  it  was  not  possible  I 
could  make  [inijfcitefle^fflfe  uiponi'anyt-ititiuyawu 
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upon  any  set  of  men,  for  1 had  drawn  no  con- 
clusion. But  let  us  do  what  we  will,  let  both 
Houses,  if  they  have  a mind,  puss  this  Bill,  it  it 
so  directly  opposite  to  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion, and  to  the  interest  of  our  present  happy 
establishment,  that  I am  convinced  his  Majesty 
will  refuse  giving  it  the  sanction  of  the  royal 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  stood  up,  and  said. 

Sir:  I find  some  of  those  gentlemen,  who 
have  spoken  upon  the  affair  iu  hand,  are  quite 
mistaken  ns  to  the  motion  that  has  been  made. 
If  any  new  and  unheard  of  tax  had'been  thereby 
proposed,  they  might  have  some  reason  for 
those  fears,  which  they  have  represented  to  us 
in  so  strong  a light ; murmurings  and  grumblings 
among  the  people  might  be  apprehended  ; but 
the  tax  proposed  is  no  new  tax,  it  is  only  pro- 
posed to  revive  a tax  which  was  raised  upon 
the  people  of  England  for  34  years  together, 
and  was  always  paid  by  them,  without  the  least 
grumbling  nr  complaint.  By  experience,  Sir, 
we  are  convinced  that  it  is  no  way  Ihim  lien  some 
upon  the  people  ; mid  indeed,  it"  is  su  little  frit 
by  them,  that  even  since  it  was  taken  oft",  there 
is  hardly  a man  in  the  kingdom  that  has  been 
sensible  of  the  ease,  or  has  in  any  manner  ex- 
pressed lib  satisfaction  therewith  : This  shews 
that  it  may  be  revived  without  any  danger  of 
overcharging  any  particular  man,  nr  any  Sort  of 
men.  Every  man,  I believe,  that  contributes 
towards  the  land  tax,  is  fully  sensible  of  the 
burthen  that  is  thereby  laid  upon  him  ; but 
who  is  it  tlint  ever  was  sensible  of  what  he  paid 
towards  the  salt  duty,  or  has  felt  any  ease  since 
it  was  taken  oQ' ? It  is  a duty  that  is  paid  by 
such  u multitude  of  people,  that  no  single  man 
con  any  way  feel  what  lie  pays  thereto,  which 
is  a most  evident  demonstration' that  it  is  one  of 
the  most  easy  ways  we  can  chuse,  for  raising 
money  for  the  necessary  supplies  of  the  govern- 

Tliose  gentlemen,  who  talk  so  much  of  its 
being  destructive  to  our  trade  and  manufnc- 
tures,  ought  to  come  to  particulars;  they  ought 
to  shew  what  trade  or  manufacture  was  lost  or 
injured,  during  the  34  years  that  the  tax  con- 
tinued to  ba  paid  by  the  people  of  England  ; 
they  ought  to  shew  what  manufactures  have 
become  cheaper,  or  what  sort  of  tradesmen's 
wages  have  been  lowered,  since  the  abolishing 
of  this  tax  : If  any  one  such  effect  could  be 
made  appear,  I should  believe  they  hnd  some 
reason  for  what  they  say  ; but  when  the  con- 
trary facts  appear  to  be  true,  I cannot  join  in 
opinion  with  them.  During  the  whole  time 
that  this  t 'a  continued,  there  never  was  any 
one  manufacture  thereby  lost,  our  trade  never 
flourished  more  than  it"  did  in  that  coarse  of 
time  ; nud  since  the  lax  was  taken  off,  we  all 
know  that  no  irade  or  manufacture  has  been 
thereby  improved,  nor  have  the  wages  of  one 
workman  in  the  kingdom  been  diminished  ; the 
pretended  fatal  consequences  of  this  tax  must 
therefore  be  all  imaginary. 

As  this  Tax  upon  Salt  is  one  of  the  most 
eqckii  ■aitdetisy  tax®. o'*)  ilia  spwplefiW  there  is 
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not  nny  one  tax  can  be  proposed,  that  may  be 
raised  with  Jes?  expence  to  the  public;  The 
method  of  raising  it  costs  but  very  little  more 
than  the  raising  of  the  land  tax  will  cost : and 
whatever  difference  there  may  be  is  much 
more  than  atoned  for,  by  the  justice  and 
equality-of  the  tax  upon  salt,  and  by  its  being 
so  general,  that  it  becomes  altogether  insensible, 
whereas  the  land  tax  is  one  of  the  most  unequal 
end  one  of  the  most  grievous  upon  those  who 
pay  it,  of  any  tax  that  ever  was  raised  in  this 
country.  It  is  a tux  that  is  wholly  charged  upon 
a very  few  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  island,  who 
have  been  for  many  years  obliged  to  bear  the 
greatest  part  of  the  public  charge,  and  have 
many  of  them  been  ruined  and  undone  for  the 
benefit  and  advantage  of  others.  If  we  but 
once  seriously  consider,  what  wretched  cir- 
cumstances many  of  the  landholders  in  Britain 
are  at  present  in,  we  cannot  surely  make  the 
least  hesitation  in  giving  them  relief  from  the 
oppressions  the)’  have  so  long  groaned  under, 
by  laying  on  another  sort  of  tax,  which  never 
was,  nor  never  can  be  felt  by  any  roau  breath- 
ing : A tax  which  is  so  just  that  every  man 
contributes  to  it  in  proponiuirto  the  benefit  he 
receives,  instead  of  a tax,  by  which  a few  are 
obliged  to  contribute  the  whole  of  the  charge, 
though  they  receive  but  a hundredth  part  of  the 

We  have  likewise,  Sir,  been  frightened  with 
the  name  of  a General  Exeise,  and  with  the 
loss  of  our  liberties  and  properties.  As  to  the 
last,  the  bugbear  will  vanish,  if  we  but  reflect 
upen  the  great  men  that  were  at  the  helm  of 
affairs,  when  the  salt  tax  was  first  laid  on.  It 
was  first  laid  on  in  the  reign  of  the  late  king 
William,  the  glorious  restorer  of  the  liberties 
and  properties  of  the  nation  : In  his  time  it 
first  had  its  being,  and  was  contrived  and  ad- 
vised by  a set  of  ministers,  who  will  for  ever 
be  respected  for  their  great  wisdom,  and  whose 
memories  will  for  ever  be  sacred,  for  the  great 
attachment  they  always  shewed  to  the  consti- 
tution and  the  liberties  of  this  kingdom.  As 
for  a general  excise,  I never  heard  of  any  such 
design,  I am  sure  no  man  that  1 know  had  ever 
any  such  thing  in  his  thoughts,  nor  can  the 
reviving  of  the  salt  tax  any  way  contribute  to 
^uch  a design.  I must  say,  that  1 think  many 
of  our  customs  are  heavy  upon  trade,  and  very 
troublesome  to  our  merchants  : and  therefore, 
if  some  of  the  most  grievous  of  them  were 
turned  into  un  excise,  it  would  lie  of  great 
advantage  to  the  nation,  and  might,  I be- 
lieve, be  easily  done,  without  endangering 
in  the  least  uur  constitution,  or  encroaching 
upon  the  liberty  or  property  of  the  subjects, 
but  as  there  is  at  present  no  such  proposal  be- 
fore this  House,  we  have  no  occasion  to  lake 
such  a thing  into  our  immediate  consideration. 

Mr.  Walpole  was  replied  to  by 


Sir  William  Wyiidliom,  as  follows; 

. Sir: 

I could  not  indeed  but  suspect  Trom  the 
manner  ofaHErOdiitiBg  'tins  mo ti6u, ‘unit  s bine-' 


thing  very  extraordinary  was  to  follow.  I find 
I am  not  disappointed,  for  in  my  opinion  it  is 
one  of  the  most  extraordinary  motions,  that 
ever  was  made  in  this  liouse.  Under  ibe  spe- 
cious pretence  of  giving  an  immediate  ease  to 
the  landed  gentlemen,  we  are  to  revive-a  tax, 
which  will  lie  as  heavy  as  the  land  tax  upon 
most  of  them,  and  which  is  not  only  destruc- 
tive to  the  trade,  but  inconsistent  with  the 
liberties  of  this  nation.  I agree  most  heartily 
with  the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion, 
That  many  of  our  lauded  geutlemen  have  been 
reduced  to  most  miserable  circumstances,  by 
the  heavy  burdens  they  have  borne  for  so  many 
years:  but  their  misery  is  uut  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  land-tax  only,  every  one  of  our  other  taxes 
contributes  its  share,  and  no  tax  contributed 
more  to  the  general  misery  of  the  whole  nation, 
as  well  as  of  the  lauded  gentlemen,  than  this 
very  tax,  which  is  now  proposed  to  be  revived. 
It  is  indeed  become  necessary  to  continue  the 
land-tax  upon  the  former  footing,  or  to  im- 
pose some  new  tax  in  room  thereof ; but  from 
whence  does  this  necessity  proceed  ? Why, 
from  maintaining  a greater  number  of  land 
forces,  and  putting  ourselves  to  much  greater 
charges,  than  we  have  in  my  opinion  any  oc- 
casion for.  It  has  always  been  the  ease,  it 
always  will  be  the  case,’ Sir,  that  one  wrong 
measure  must  for  ever  give  birth  to  another, 
that  to  a third,  and  so  on  till  public  ruin  be- 
comes inevitable,  if  no  redress  be  offered  it) 
time  ; which  never  can  be  effectuated,  but  by 
altering  the  former  wrong  measures,  instenu 
supporting  them  by  worse. 

I am  sorry,  Sir,  to  find  that  we  are  reduced 
to  this  extremity,  that  we  must  either  lay  on  a 
land  tux,  which  seems  tu  be  agreed  by  all  to 
be  heavier  than  the  lauded  gentlemen  of  this 
nation  are  able  to  bear,  or  oiherwise  we  must 
lay  on  a tax,  which  in  the  opinion  of,  I hope, 
the  majority  of  this  House,  is  of  much  more 
fatal  consequence.  How  fatal,  Sir,  is  this  ne- 
cessity l Our  landed  gentlemen  must  be 
ruined,  or  the  whole  nation  must  be  undone  ! 
It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  every  tax  is  an  evil,  and 
an  evil  that  ought  to  be  avoided,  if  possible ; 
the  Corrupt  nature  of  mankind  has  made  some 
taxes  necessary  for  the  support  of  society  ; and 
we  find  to  our  cost,  that  taxes,  like  other 
evils,  me  fruitful  in  the  begetting  of  oue 
another  : But  w hen  we  come  to  make  a choice 
between  two  taxes,  of  the  two  evils  we  cer- 
tainly ought  to  rhuse  that  which  is  least  ; and 
since  We  have  by  our  former  Resolutions  made 
one  of  the  two,’  now  under  consideration,  ne- 
cessary,.we  ought  now  to  examine  strictly  which 
of  the  two  is  the  least  evil. 

I have,  I hope.  Sir,  as  deep  a sense  of  the 
miseries  and  sufferings  of  my  fellow  country- 
rneu  as  any  man  in  ibis  House,  and  when  1 speak 
of  charging  land  in  place  of  charging  salt,  I am 
certain,  anil  I believe  every  man  that  knows 
me  will  tnink,  that  1 speak  against  my  own 
private  interest ; and  therefore  1 flatter  diy- 

, sell,  t liar  those  who  hear  me  will  think  I am 

suSwif  nfii'Irsayi' ' 1 Sfu  Mr jji ' Era#,  Sir,  that 
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the  reducing  of  the  land  tax  would  be  • {treat 
relief  to  the  landed  gentlemen,  if  it  could  be 
done  without  taking  os  much  from  them  in 
another  way.  The  land  tai  is  indeed  a heavy 
charge  upon  the  landholders  of  this  kingdom, 
but  that  is  the  only  evil  attending  it ; I cannot 
grant  that  it  is  so  uuequal  as  soma  gentlemen 
have  been  pleased  to  represent;  every  man 
ought  to  pay  to  the  public  charge  in  propor- 
tion to  the  benefit  he  receives  theTefrom ; a 
poor  man,  who  has  no  property,  ought  not 
certainly  to  be  charged  for  the  defence  of  pro- 

S;  he  has  nothing  but  his  liberty  to  con« 
for,  and  for  the  defence  of  that  only  be 
ought  in  justice  to  he  charged,  whereas  a man, 
who  has  an  estate,  has  property  as  well  as  liberty 
to  contend  for,  and  for  the  defence  of  both  he 
ought  to  he  charged.  Liberty  may  be  equally 
dear  to  every  man,  but  surely  he  that  has  the 
largest  property,  ought  to  contribute  most  to 
the  public  expence. 

The  heavy  weight  that  lies  upon  the  land- 
holders, is  I say,  Sir,  the  ooly  evil  attending 
the  land  tax ; but  in  considering  the  evils  that 
necessarily  attend  a tax  upon  salt,  the  land  tax 
will  upon  the  comparison  he  found  to  have 
many  advantages : One  of  the  great  evils  of 
a salt  tax,  I may  say  the  greatest,  because  it 
strikes  at  r.ur  constitution,  is  the  great  number 
of  officers  which  must  be  employed  in  collect- 
ing that  small  branch  of  the  revenue.  These 
officers  are  all  named  by  ihe  crown,  and  being 
spread  all  over  ihe  country,  must  have  a great" 
influence  in  elections  : This,  Sir,  throws  a 
greater  power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  than 
u in  my  opinion  consistent  with  the  liberties  of 
this  nation.  If  it  ever  shall  happen  to  be 
the  misfortune  of  this  nation,  to  have  a set  of 
wicked  ministers  in  the  administration,  and  a 
weak  or  an  ambitious  prince  upon  the  throne, 
the  great  number  of  officers  employed  in  col- 
lecting the  public  revenue,  must  be  of  the  most 
dangerous  consequence  to  the  very  being  of  our 
happy  constitution  ; and  therefore  we  ought 
not,  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  to  increase 
the  number  of  those  slaves  of  an  administra- 
tion. As  to  this  evil,  the  land  tax  has  by 
much  the  advantage  of  tile  salt  tax  ; in  the  first 
there  are  few  or  no  officers  employed  ; but  the 
last  will  make  an  addition  of  six  or  seren 
hundred  to  the  number  of  officers  we  had  be- 
fore. This  tax  upon  salt  is  likewise  a danger- 
ous precedent ; it  is  one  step  towards  n gene- 
ral excise;  from  this,  which  is  really  an  excise 
upon  salt,  we  may  come  to  have  an  excise  laid 
upon  every  thing  we  can  either  eat  or  drink. 
It  would  be  dangerous  to  begin  to  raise  even 
the  taxes  we  now  pay,  by  the  method  of  ex- 
cise, both  because  it  would  be  a bad  prece- 
dent, and  because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the 
produce  : If  the  raising  them  by  excise  should 
produce  less  than  they  now  do,  they  could  not 
answer  those  payments  for  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed ; and  if  it  raised  more,  it  might,  con- 
sidering the  present  establishment  of  the  civil 
list,  throw 

crown,  than  would  be  Consistent  with  the  free- 
dom of  the  people. 


Another  advantage  which  the  land-tax  hat 
over  the  tax  now  proposed,  is,  that  the  raising 
of  a shilling  in  the  pound  costa  but  a mere  trifle, 
and  is  subject  to  no  frauds.  The  whole,  I 
may  say,  that  is  raised  from  the  people,  comes 
to  the  ose  of  the  public,  and  to  the  benefit  of 
the  people;  but  the  case  is  quite  different  as  to 
the  tax  upon  salt;  it  is  impossible  to  raise  the 
salt-duty  without  employing  a great  number  of 
officers,  they  must  all  have  salaries,  besides  the 
perquisites  and  gratuities  which  always  have 
been,  and  nlw-ays  will  be  given  10  men  in  such 
offices  : the  honest  part  of  mankind  can  never 
get  common  justice  from  them  without  paying 
the  perquisite,  and  the  fraudulent  part  of  the 
nation  will  always  purchase  their  connivance 
by  large  gratuities ; thus  a very  large  sum  will 
be  raised  upon  the  people,  and  but  a small  part 
thereof  will  ever  come  to  the  use  of  the  public, 
or  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  This  was  for- 
merly the  case  of  this  duty  upon  salt ; there 
was  always  a greaf  difference  betwixt  the  gross 
and  neat  produce  thereof,  and  there  never  was 
any  tax  in  this  country  that  gave  so  much  occa- 
sion to  frauds  and  peijuries ; the  tax  is  so  much 
above  the  proper  price  of  the  commodity  upon 
which  it  is  raised,  that  it  always  was,  and  al- 
ways must  be  a great  temptation  for  people 
to  perjure  themselves,  and  cheat  the  public. 

I am  surprized,  Sir,  to  hear  any  gentleman 
doubt  of  this  duty  upon  Salt  being  heavy  upon 
trade,  and  prejudicial  to  the  manufactures  of 
the  nation.  It  is  so  easy  in  tliis  case  to  come 
to  particular  instances,  that  1 defy  any  man  to 
name  one  trade  or  manufacture  that  it  is  not 
-prejudicial  to.  Can  any  man  suppose  it  does 
not  enhance  the  price  of  all  provisions?  and  by 
enhancing  the  price  of  them  It  becomes  a 
Charge  upon  every  manufacture  in  particular; 
but  upon  our  navigation  it  is  insupportable  ; 
every  ship  that  sails  from  this  kingdom  must 
pay  dearer  for  her  salt  provisions,  or  must  go 
to  some  other  place  to  take  them  in:  Do  hot 
we  know,  Sir,  that  many  of  hur  merchant-ships, 
for  the  several  years  Inst  past,  have  gone  to 
Ireland  to  take  in  the  salt-provisions _ necessary 
for  their  intended  voyage?  If  this  tax  had 
been  discontinued  forrinynumberof  years,  they 
would  probably  have  returned  to  viciual  in  our 
own  ports,  as  they  always  did  before  the  laying 
on  of  this  tax  upon  salt.  Even  the  short  time 
which  it  lias  been  discominued  has  shewn  what 
disadvantage  the  reviving  of  it  will  be  to  the 
iniprovement  of  land.  Since  the  tax  was  taken 
off  several  experiments  have  been  made  for  the 
improvement  of  land  by  the  means  of  salt, 
and  they  have  nil  answered  to  admiration. 
The  revival  of  this  tax  cannot  therefore  proceed 
from  any  compassion  for  the  landed  genllemeo, 
since  we  thereby  prevent  the  improvement  of 
their  lands ; and  a very  small  improvement  of 
(be  rent  of  an  estate  is  worth  a great  deal  more, 
than  one  year’s  land-tax,  m a shilling  in  the 
pound,  will  aniount  to  eien  upou  a very  large 
estate. 

_ But , in  the  present,. case,  Sir,  we  not  only 
pre^e8t''tjtfc‘iinpf6%trtie^t  dl  &h(l^state!,  but 
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we  really  take  as  much  from  almost  every 
landed  gentleman  in  another  way,  ns  he  saves 
by  the  diminution  of  the  land-tax ; and  at  the 
same  time  we  take  so  much  from  every  one  of 
his  tenants,  as  to  disable  them,  or  some  of  them 
at  least  from  paying  the  same  rent  as  they  for- 
merly paid.  In  all  well-regulated  countries 
great  care  is  taken,  that  the  poor  farmer  shall 
not  be  overcharged.  Where  is  there  a more 
flourishing,  or  a better  cultivated  spot  of  ground 
in  the  world,  than  our  neighbouring  country 
Plunders  ? Yet  what  ravages,  what  desolations 
las  that  poor  country  suffered  by  contending 
armies?  What  is  this  to  be  ascribed  to?  Cer- 
tainly to  that  wise  policy  of  the  landlords,  es- 
tablished as  a law  in  that  country,  that  when- 
ever any  farmer  suffered  any  loss  in  his  farm, 
by  the  incampments  and  depredations  of  an 
army,  he  paid  no  rent  for  that  year  to  his  land- 
lord : by  that  he  was  enabled  to  support  the 
loss,  and  repair  the  damages  for  the  benefit  of 
liis  landlord  as  well  as  himself.  Do  we  not 
see  the  effects  of  n contrary  policy  in  Poland  ? 
There,  the  poor  tenants  are  racked  and  oppress- 
ed, and  for  that  very  reason  one  half  of  that 
country,  which  is  naturally  one  of  the  most  fer- 
tile in  Europe,  lies  waste  aud  uncultivated. 
This  will  always  be  the  consequence,  when  a 
landlord  charges  his  tenant  for  the  sake  of  a 
small  ease  to  himself. 

We  have  already,  Sir,  so  many  taxes,  so 
many  impositions : the  price  of  every  thing  is 
thereby  so  much  enhanced,  that  none  of  our 
manufactures  can  be  sold  in  a foreign  market 
So  cheap  as  the  same  sort  of  manufactures  are 
sold  by  our  neighbours.  To  this  only  the  great 
decay  of  our  trade  is  to  be  imputed  ; and  if  it 
had  not  been  for  some  natural  advantages,  it 
would  have  been  before  now  entirely  lost  and 
gone.  It  would  have  been  happy  for  this  na- 
tion, if  they  had  always  raised  the  supplies 
within  the  year  : we  severely  feel  the  effects  of 
this  error  in  politics  committed  by  the  genera- 
tion before  us ; and  yet  shall  we  with  our  eyes 
open  go  on  in  the  same  tract,  and  doubly  load  our 
posterity  for  a small  present  ease  to  ourselves? 
We  are  told  that  this  tax  is  to  continue  but  for 
three  years ; but  I plainly  see  that  it  piust  be 
continued  longer : by  computation  it  is  allowed, 
that  600,000/.,  tnay  be  raised  by  this  tax  in  the 
space  of  two  years  and  a half,  from  whence  I 
foresee,  that  at  the  end  of  three ^ears  we  shall 
be  told,  that  there  being  half  a year  good  in 
band,  the  continuing  it  but  for  two  years 
longer  will  raise  such  nnbther  sum.  I do  not 
doubt  but  that  at  the  end  of  this  three  years,  we 
'shallbe  under  a much  greater  necessity  of  rais- 
iugsuch  a sum  by  extraordinary  means,  than  we 
are  at  present ; at  the  end  office  years  it  maybe 
the  same,  and  thus  it  may  for  ever  continue. 

Even  the  landed  gentlemen,  if  they  consider 
their  oivn  interest,  never  will  desire  to  be  eased 
as  lathe  land  tax,  by  laying. on  any  other  tax 
instead  thereof.  In  such  a case  the  landed 
gentlemen  will  always  find,  that  what  they  save 
by  this  ease  ns  to  the  land  tax,  is  more  than 
^xliausted^byWhffi'ihe^lJiiY'btfl;  ttf  ’tfiiiif'lftW* 


pockets,  towards  the  tux  laid  on  in  its  room ; 
mid  at  the  same  time  the  poor  tenants  and 
farmers  are  oppressed,  aud  the  trade  of  the 
country  undone.  Let  us  but  suppose,  that  the 
sum  of 'five  millions  were  to  be  raised,  and  this 
I believe  is  as  large  a sum  as  the  net  produce 
of  all  our  taxes  will  amount  to.  If  this  sum 
were  is  he  all  raised  by  a land  tux,  it  would 
amount  to  10s.  in  the  pound:  this,  indeed, 
would  be  a most  grievoos  tax,  but  let  any  gen- 
tleman compute  what  he  now  pays,  under  the 
present  method  of  taxation,  towards  the  land 
tax,  towards  the  malt  tax,  towards  the  window- 
lights,  and  to  the  advanced  price  of  all  the  ne- 
cessaries and  conveniences  of  life,  which  be 
either  makes  use  of  in  his  family  or  is  obliged 
to  call  and  pay  for  when  be  is  abroad ; and  I 
believe  he  will  find,  that  in  the  year's  time  it 
amounts  to  more  than  if  he  were  to  pay  a land 
tax  of  10s.  ia  the  pound,  and  at  least  to  to 
much  again  upon  the  rest  of  the  people.  This, 
Sir,  is  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  our 
present  method  of  taxation.  The  charge  is  so 
great,  and  the  advantages  taken  by  the  mer- 
chant and  retailer  are  so  extravagant,  that  one 
half  at  least  of  what  is  raised  upon  the  people 
never  comes  to  the  use  of  the  public;  and  it  is 
so  far,  Sir,  from  being  laid  out  or  expended  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people,  that  it  may  some  time 
or  another  he  turned  towards  the  enslaving  of 
them  : from  whence.  Sir,  I think  it  is  as  demon- 
strable as  any  proposition  in  Euclid,  that  if  we 
actually  paid  a Land-tax  of  ten  shillings  iu  the 
pound,  without  paying  any  other  excises  or 
duties,  our  liberties  and  our  properties  would 
be  much  more  secure,  and  every  landed  geu- 
tlewau  might  live  at  least  in  as  much  plenty, 
and  might  make  a better  provision  for  bis  la- 
mily,  than  under  our  present  method  of  taxation, 

I shall  conclude.  Sir,  with  observing  that  a» 
this  tax  falls  most  grievously  upon  the  poor, 
and  as  they  are  by  fat  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple, it  must  of  consequence  raise  a general 
murmuring  and  discontent  against  the  adminis- 
tration : by  this  the  government,  for  their  own 
security,  will  he  oblige.!  to  keep  up  a numerous 
Standing  Army : this  will  be  a new  ground  nf 
complaint  among  the  people  : and  they  will  at 
last  begin  to  think,  that  their  liberties  and  their 
properties  are  really  in  danger;  and  I hope 
die  people  of  this  nation  will  always  have  cou- 
rage enough  to  dispute  so  sacred,  so  valuable  a 
prize;  but  cursed  must  they  be  whose  mea- 
sures shall  occasion  such  a contest. 

Mr.  Dundas  spoke  next ; 

Sir;  We  hare  heard  agreat  deal  of  the  inequa- 
lity of  the  Land-tax,  and  great  complaints  that, 
notwithstanding  its  being  raised  for  the  good 
of  all,  yet  there  were  but  a small  part  of  the 
nation  that  contributed  any  thing  thereto : I 
grant.  Sir,  that  it  is  so  for  unequal ; but  then 
as  no  man  contributes  hut  he  that  has  an 
estate,  it  cannot  be  said  that  it  is  insupportable 
to  any  man  ; and  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the 
rest  of  the  nation  are  quite  free  from  that  bur- 
^i'inBQl;tbfeTU^ldiM3Vf8atl5si-ias  unequal  as 
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the  oilier,  for  there  are  a great  many  gentle- 
men in  tliis  nation,  the  greatest  part  of  whose 
estates  consists  in  Salt-worts,  and  by  this  tax 
there  will  be  at  least  one  sixth  part,  I may  say 
one  fourth  part,  of  these  estates  taben  from 
them.  The  inequality  therefore  is  as  great 
with  respect  to  this  tax,  as  with  respect  to  that 
upon  Lund;  but  no  mao,  no  person  in  the  na- 
tion can  be  free  from  this  tax  upon  Salt,  it 
must  be  burdensome  upon  all,  and  insupporta- 
ble to  a great  many.  I liave  the  less  reason  to 
he  against  the  reviving  of  this  Tax,  because,  by 
the  Articles  of  the  Union,  that  part  of  the 
country  which  I come  from  is  to  he  free  there- 
from, or  at  least  from  the  greatest  part  thereof: 
nor  can  I think  that  the  taking  off  of  a tax,  for 
one  year,  which  Scotland  is  ny  the  Articles  of 
the  Union  to  be  free  from,  and  laying  it  on  the 
very  next  year,  will  ever  afford  a pretence  for 
the  charging  of  the  people  of  Scotland  with  the 
payment  of  such  a tax ; fur  then  it  would  be 
easy  to  subject  them  to  all  those  taxes  and 
duties,  which  they  are  declared  free  from  by 
the  Articles  of  the  Union.  TliiSj  Sir,  is  my 
opinion,  but  l shall  be  very  sorry  ever  to  see 
any  thing  brought  into  this  House,  that  may 
possibly  bring  any  one  of  the  Articles  of  Union 
into  question,  or  so  much  ns  raise  a doubt 
about  the  meaning  and  intention  of  nriy  one 
of  them  : Explanations  in  that  affair  will  al- 
ways he  dangerous,  and  every  man  who  wishes 
well,  either  to  his  king  or  his  country,  will  en- 
deavour as  much  as  he  can  to  avoid  coming  to 
any  such.  If  there  were  no  other  reason,  Sir, 
for  my  being  against  this  duty  upon  Salt,  this 
one  is  enough  to  me,  that  there  appear  to  be 
several  gentlemen  in  this  House,  who  are  of 
different  sentiments  from  me,  with  respect  to 
she  meaning  and  intention  of  that  Article  of  the 
Union,  by  which  Scotland  is  declared  free  from 
the  duties  then  payable  upon  Salt.  I hope  all 
the  gentlemen  of  my  own  country,  at  least  are 
in  this  point  of  the  snme  sentiments  with  me, 
and  consequently  as  they  have  very  little  to  do 
in  the  present  question,  I hope  they  will  at  least 
withdraw,  and  not  join  in  laying  a tax  upon 
sheir  neighbours,  which  their  own  country  is 
not  to  bear  an  equal  share  in. 

It  is  well  known  how  mnny  frnuds  and  per- 
juries were  committed,  during  the  lime  that 
there  was  a duty  upon  foreign  Salt,  and  draw- 
backs allowed  upon  the  exportation  of  fish 
cured  therewith.  How  many  ships  were  sent 
out  with  fish,  pretended  to  he  so  cured,  which 
never  carried  any  to  a foreign  market  ? Do 
not  we  know,  that  some  ships  have  been  enter- 
ed, or  at  least  pretended  to  have  been  enter- 
ed, and  the  drawbacks  fir  the  cargoes  of  such 

G tended  ships  have  been  not  only  allowed, 
paid,  and  yet  it  was  afterwards  discover- 
ed, that  no  such  ship  was  ever  built?  One 
gentleman  was  obliged  to  fly  bis  country  for 
such  practices : It  is  true  llmt  he  afterwards 
got  a pardon,  and  soon  after,  a commission  in 
the  customs:  How  he  came  to  deserve  such 
favour  and  su^Jp; ^ Jl-.RSWs , 
ten;  but  I am  sure  no  man  ever  was,  or  will 
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he  deterred  from  being  guilty  of  such  crimes, 
by  the  severity  of  the  punishment  he  met  with. 
The  multitude  of  those  frnuds  committed  by 
the  exporters,  or  pretended  exporters  of  fish 
cured  with  foreign  Salt,  was  so  great,  that  the 
government  was  obliged  at  lust  to  take  th« 
duty  entirely  off  of  foreign  Salt ; and  every  man 
was  allowed  to  import  duty-free,  as  much  at 
was  necessary  for  curing  all  the  fish  lie  export- 
ed to  any  foreign  market ; and  what  was  the 
consequence  ? why,  under  this  pretence  of 
curing  fish  for  a foreign  market,  a great  deal  of 
foreign  Salt  was  imported  publicly,  and  after- 
wards privately  sold  about  the  country  for  all 
the  uses  in  life ; and  it  is  well  known,  the  pro- 
prietors of  Suit-works  know  it  to  their  cost,  that 
while  the  duty  continued  upon  home-made 
Salt,  there  was  none  of  it  ever  made  use  of  in 
many  parts  of  this  island.  If  this  tux  be  re- 
vived, the  same  frauds  will  be  renewed ; and 
frnuds  there  will  be,  put  it  in  whnt  shape  you 
will : If  you  revive  the  duty  on  foreign  Salt, 
tliere  will  then  he  frauds  as  to  the  drawbacks; 
if  you  revive  the  duty  on  home-made  Salt,  with- 
out laying  a duty  oil  the  importation  of  foreign 
Salt,  then  in  several  places  of  the  country  they 
will  fall  on  some  fradulent  way  or  other  of  get- 
ting foreigu  Salt  for  all  uses;  whereby  you  will 
increase  the  national  expence,  and  in  a little 
time  destroy  most  of  your  own  Salt-works. 

The  independency  of  this  House  has  of  late 
years  been  much  talked  of;  I hope  it  will  al- 
ways be  independent : But  I must  say,  Sir,  that 
if  a scheme  had  been  laid  down  for  making  this 
House  dependent  upon  the  crown,  a more  easy, 
a more  effectual,  a more  certain  method  could 
not  have  been  contrived  for  the  success  of  such 
a wicked  scheme,  than  this  of  reviving  the  Salt- 
duty."  By  this  duty  there  is  so  large  a sum 
yearly  raised,  and  so  little  brought  to  the  pub- 
lic account,  that  it  may  really  be  most  properly 
called  a bribing  us  with  our  own  money.  I am 
sure  his  Majesty  never  can  think  of  such  a 
scheme;  he  hns  the  interest  of  the  nation  and 
die  benefit  of  mankind  too  much  at  heart,  to 
let  any  such  schemes  ever  enter  into  his 
thoughts ; hut  every  mnn  is  sensible,  that  a 
great  number  of  officers,  nil  named  by  tlm 
crown,  and  removeable  at  the  pleasure  of  the- 
King,  or  of  those  in  the  administration,  mny 
have",  if  so  applied,  an  influence  upon  the- 
elections  for  members  of  parliament ; und  con- 
sidering the  time  that  this  duty  is  now  laid  on, 
that  it  is  laid  on  for  three  years  only,  and  that 
within  that  time  there  is  to  be,  ns  it  is  hoped, 
a new  choice  of  representatives,  one  who  does 
not  know  his  Majesty's  good  and  just  intentions 
will  be  apt  to  suspect,  flint  the  laying  on  of 
such  a tax  at  such  a critical  juncture,  is  with 
design  to  influence  the  approaching  elections. 
I shall  always  be  against  any  measure  that  may 
give  the  meanest  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects  the 
least  cause  to  suspect,  that  his  Majesty  ever 
had  a design  of  making  use  of  any  such  influ- 
ence. I am  convinced,  he  has  no  such  design ; 

AMsMtot  Mh&Mimi  ri  tr 

Eign;  but  as  much  the- greatest  part  of  tint 
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people  life  remote  from  court,  and  hnve 
opportunity  of  kuowing  bis  majesty's  real  in- 
tentions, they  may  put  wrong  constructions 
Upon  things  ; and  therefore  no  man,  who  is  a 
sincere  lover  of  the  present  happy  establish- 
ment, ought  to  agree  to  any  measure,  which  is 
ip  its  own  nature  liable  to  be  misapprehended, 
qnd  apt  to  raise  jealousies  and  fears  among  bis 
Majesty’s  faithful  subjects. 

Mr-  Dundas  having  done  speaking, 


Sir  Robert  Walpole  spoke  again : 

Sir, 

Though  I had  examined  this  affair  with  the 
Utmost  accuracy  I was  capable  of:  Though  I 
was  convinced  that  what  I was  to  propose,  was 
for  the  public  good,  aqd  for  the  relief  of  those 
who  have  been  long  oppressed  j yet  I expected 
that  the  motisn  I was  to  make,  would  meet 
with  opposition,  either  from  those  who  have 
t)ot  so  thoroughly  considered  this  matter, 
from  those  whose  particular  inrerest  or  p 
vate  views  lead  them  to  bn  against  it.  How- 
ever, this  difficulty  and  trouble  which  I fore- 
saw I was  to  encounter,  did  not,  nor  ever  shall 
deter  tne  from  offeriug  to  this  House  what  I 
take  to  be  for  the  goad  of  my  country,  and  for 
the  relief  of  those  in  distress.  All  public  asr 
semblies  must  for  ever  be  composed  of  persons 
who  have  different  ways  of  thinking,  different 
interests,  and  different  ends.  Every  tax  thnt 
can  be  proposed  will  be  objected  to  by  some  of 
those  who  are  to  pay  for  it ; and  the  most  un- 
equal tax  will  he  approved  of,  and  preferred  to 
the  most  equal,  by  those  who  are  to  contribute 
nothing,  or  a very  little  thereto.  The  Journals 
of  this  House  may  afford  us  many  examples  of 
petitions  presented,  and  a vigorous  opposition 
made,  against  tilings  that  have  in  their  own  na- 
ture appeared  to  be  an  universal  benefit  to 
mankind.  Those  who  live  by  the  necessities 
of  mankind,  will  for  ever  oppose  what  is  pro- 
posed for  their  relief;  from  hence  it  is,  that  we 
always  see  great  opposition  made  to  all  at- 
tempts for  improving  the  navigation  of  rivers, 
or  of  waste  lands  and  commons  ; we  are  there- 
fore, Sir,  never  to  conolude  against  the  pub- 
lic benefit  of  any  proposition,  because  wa  see 
it  violently  opposed. 

Envy  nod  malice  will  often  prompt  men  to 
oppose  what  is  'apparently  for  their  own  im- 
mediate benefit,  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of 
their  country.  Every  man,  I believe,  even  in 
» private  station  of  life,  has  enemies ; but  those 
who  are  in  any  public  station  have  always  a 
great  many.  Those  who  envy  them,  will  always 
grudge  them  the  glory  of  doing  any  tiling  lor 
the  public  good,  and  will  endeavour  to  defeat 
or  to  give  a wrong  turn  to  whatever  they  pro- 
pose for  the  benefit  of  their  country,  or  for  the 
ease  of  the  people.  I do  not  believe  that  any 
gentleman  in  this  House  opposes  wh.it  I have 
moved  lor  from  any  such  motives.  lam  per- 
suaded that  the  opposition  made  therein  pro- 
ceeds entirely  from  their  mistaking  the  case,  he- 


shall  think  the  pains  I am  at  well  bestowed,  if 
I can  thereby  convince  any  one  gentleman  of 
this  House  of  the  error  be  has  been  iu. 

The  influence  to  be  added  to  the  power  of 
the  crown,  by  the  addition  of  such  a number 
of  officers,  as  must  he  employed  in  the  collects 
ing  of  this  revenue,  is,  I find,  a mighty  objec- 
tion against  the  reviving  of  this  duty  upon  Salt, 

I am  sorry,  Sir,  to  find  that  any  gentleman 
should  think  so  meanly  of  his  native  country. 
Our  liberties  and  our  properties  would  indeed 
be  in  the  most  imminent  danger,  if  an  addition 
of4or500  officers  could  add  such  a terrible 
influence  to  the  power  of  the  crown.  But,, 
Sir,  we  have  the  experience  of  above  SO  years^ 
to  convince  ns  of  the  unreasonableness  of  such 
apprehensions ; and  during  a great  part  of  this 
time,  the  crown  had,  besides  this  number  of 
Salt-officers,  a much  more  numerous  army  than 
it  has  at  present ; consequently  the  power  of 
the  crown  must  have  been  much  greater  than  it 
can  he  made  by  what  is  now  proposed,  and  yet 
i t was  never  found  to  he  too  great ; but  on  tits 
contrary,  the  crown  was  always  obliged  to  su« 
for,  and  to  submit  to  the  inclinations  of  the 
people.  While  the  power  of  the  crown  is  pro- 
perly applied,  and  made  use  of  only  to  defend 
the  liberties  and  properties  of  the  subject,  the 
crown  will  always  have  the  inclinations  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  in  its  favour.  This  is 
the  natural  and  just  influence  which  the  crown 
ought  to  have,  and  I hupe  it  will  never  have 
any  other  in  thiskingdom.  We  know  thnt  the 
factious  and  disaffected  have  always  exclaimed 
against  the  number  of  officers,  and  have  alledg* 
ed  that  the  disappointments  they  met  with 
in  their  opposition  to  the  most  just  and  most 
reasonable  measures  proposed  by  the  courtj 
iroceeded  from  the  influence  of  such  officers; 
>ut  it  is  evident,  that  the  people  of  this  nation 
never  could  be  brought  by  such  influence,  to  do 
any  thing  that  was  inconsistent  with  their  li- i: 
berties  and  privileges : And  as  there  is  no 
greater  number  of  Officers  now  proposed,  than 
what  was  before  employed  when  this  duty  was  : 
subsisting,  it  cannot  be  presumed  ihat  tliis  in-  ; 
fluence  will  now  be  greater  than  it  has  been  in 
times  past.  Do  not  therefore  let  imaginary 
fears  and  vain  apprehensions  deter  us  from 
giving  a relief  to  the  most  distressed  part  of  our 
fellow-subjects. 

Another  bughear  raised  against  this  duty  on  i: 
Salt  is,  that  ic  is  a sort  of  excise,  and  may  bu 
a precedent  for  introducing  n general  excise. 

I am  persuaded  that  no  man  ever  thought  of  in-  i 
reducing  a General  Excise  into  this  country;  1 
I can  answer  for  myself  that  I never  did ; hut  ^ 
because  there  is  such  a lerm  as  a General  Ex- 
because  there  may  he  such  a thing  m ' 
some  countries,  shall  we  therefore  admit  of  no 
particular  excise,  nor  any  duty  upon  nny  par- 
ticular commodity)  We  may  as  well  say 
will  pay  no  tax,  because  in  some  countries  that-} 
' the  misfortune  to  he  subject  iu  arbitrary  I 
they ‘are  oppressed  will  ' ' " 
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Tience,  that  oar  present  method  of  raising  our 
taxes  is  more  burthensome  upon  our  trade,  gild 
more  inconvenient  nnd  expensive  to  the  mer- 
chant, than  the  raising  them  by  way  ol  excise 
would  be,  I see  no  manner  of  reason  why  we 
should  be  frightened  by  these  two  words, 

‘ General  Excise,'  from  changing  ilia  method  of 
raising  the  taxes  we  now  pay.  and  chon-ing 
that  method  which  is  must  convenient  for  the 
trading  part  of  the  notion.  The  laying  of  an 
Excise  upon  one  commodity,  or  upon  one  sort 
of  provisions,  can  no  more  be  n precedent  for 
a General  Excise,  than  my  giving  a poor  man 
half  a crown,  can  be  a precedent  for  my  giving 
him  iny  whole  estate.  We  fiutl  that  the  me- 
thod of  taising  taxes  by  way  of  Excise,  is  not 
absolutely  inconsistent  with  liberty ; we  lind  it 
is  tho  method  by  which  most  of  the  taxes  are 
raised  in  Holland  ; ami  their  method  is  reclam- 
ed much  more  preferable  to  ours,  by  all  those 
who  understand  any  thiug  of  trade ; yet  no 
m<tn  cun  say  but  that  the  Dutch  are  a free 
people,  and  are  as  jealous  of  their  liberties  os 
any  people  ought  in  reason  to  be. 

There  are  at  present  no  thoughts  of  convert- 
ing any  duty  into  on  excise  ; but  if  all  or  most 
part  of  our  customs  were  converted  into-  ex- 
cises, f am  persuaded  it  would  He  beneficial  to 
our  commerce  in  general,  and  there  is  no  great 
fear  of  its  adding  so  much  to  the  Civil  List ; for 
notwithstanding  the  great  clamours  that  have 
been  raised  upon  that  head,  it  appears,  that 
from  his  Majesty’s  accession,  to  the  year 
1731.  even  including  the  sum  of  115,000/. 
granted  by  parliament  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  Civil  List  revenue,  tiie  produce  of 
all  those  duties  appropriated  to  the  Civil  List, 
has  not  in  the  whole  amounted  to  800,000/. 
per  annum,  which  is  the  sum  that  has  been 
judged  by  parliament  to  be  necessary  for  sup- 
porting the  charge  of  his  Majesty’s  Civil  List ; 
so  that  if  by  the  method  of  Excise  these  duties 
should  produce  a little  more,  nnd  it  is  not  to  he 
presumed  that  they  can  produce  n great  deal 
more,  they  will  only  make  up  that  sum  which 
the  parliament  have  thought  themselves  obliged 
injustice  to  make  good  to  his  Majesty. 

I must  say,  Sir,  I am  surprized  at  the  proposal 
that  hns  been  made  for  laying  this  whole  tax 
upon  Salt  made  in  Scotland  ; I am  persuaded 
the  gentlemen  are  not  serious  in  what  they  pro- 
posed ; I reckon  it  was  made  only  to  divert 
the  principal  question,  and  to  oblige  the  gen- 
tlemen of  that  country  to  he  against  it,  not  be- 
cause they  disapproved  it  in  the  main,  hut  for 
fear  their  country  should  be,  by  an  after  reso- 
lution. charged  with  a duty  which,  by  the  arti- 
cles of  the  Union,  they  are  declared  free  from 
for  ever.  The  Salt-duty,  now  proposed  to  be 
revived,  was  granted  at  two  several  times;  one 
was  for  hutls.  per  bushel,  the  other  was  for  2*  4 4. 
per  bushel.  At  the  time  of  making  the  Union, 
the  Scots  commissioners  "ere  willing  'hat  their 
country  should  after  a certain  term  of  years  he 
subject  to  the  li.  per  bushel : but  they  declnr- 
*d  that  their  people  could  not  possililv  afford 
10  pay  the  a&fwiouil 1 &di«£i  aiid  Wrrefbfa- 1 
Vot.  VIII. 
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they  insisted  upon  their  being  free  from  it  for 
ever,  which  on  our  side  was  ngrepd  to.  Tile 
Act  ot  the  9lh  nud  10th  of  king  .William 
had  imposed  this  duty  of  2s.  id.  for  ever,  and 
therefore  that  article  of  tho  Union  relating 
to  (Ins  duty  upon  Salt  was  drawn  up  in  these 
terms : That  the  Scots  should  he  exempted, 

■ for  seven  years,  from  all  duties  whatever  un 
1 home-made  Salt,  after  which  they  wete  to 
4 P*.v  the  duties  levied  in  England,  with  this 
1 exception,  and  in  these  express  words,  1 That 
‘ ‘ Scotland  shall,  after  (he  said; seven  years,  re- 
‘ ‘ main  exempted  from  the  duty  of  2s.  id.  im- 
‘ ‘ pose. i nu  home-mad"  Salt,  by  nri  Act  made 
“ ■“  England  in  tlio  9th  and  10th  _ve«rs  of 
4 ‘ king  William  3,  of  England.’'  Can  (here 
be' any  thing  more  express  limn  this/  By  the 
Act  therein  mentioned,  the  duty  was  expressly 
to  continue  lo  be  levied  in  England  for  ever. 
Is  it  not  therefore  evident,  ibnt  by  the  article 
of  Uuion  referring  to  that  Act,  the  Scots  are 
for  ever  to  be  free  from  that  duty  f Shall  we 
be  so  unjust,  shall  we  he  so  ungenerous,  ns  to 
make  use  of  a down-right  quirk  in  law  to  sub- 
ject those  people  to  a duty,  which  by  the  agree- 
ment between  us,  they  are  for  ever  to  bo  tree 
from/  This  was  the  express  stipulation  be- 
tween the  two  nations  at  the  time  the  Union 
was  made.  How  captious  then  must  it  be  to 
say,  that  the  exemption  can.  only  bear  n rela- 
tion to  the  duty  imposed  bv  that  act,  and  can- 
not be  claimed  with  respect  tu  the  same  duty 
now  to  be  imposed  by  a new  Art/  If  such  a 
pretence  were  to  lie  admitted,  if  taking  off  any 
duly  imposed  by  former  acts,  under  which  die 
people  of  Scotland  were  iutitled  to  an  exemp- 
tion, and  laying  on  the  same  duty  again  by  a 
new  act,  were  admitted  of  as  an  nvoidance  of 
their  claim  of  exemption,  of  what  force  can 
any  such  article  of  agreement  be  f Have  wo  it 
not  Id  our  pbwer  at  this  rate  to  defeat  every 
exemption,  which  the  Scots  are  iniiiled  to  by 
the  Union  / For  it  is  hut  repealing  that  act 
under  which  they  claim  an  exemption,  and 
then  in  n year  nr  two  afterwards  imposing  the 
same  duty  by  a new  act.  Thus  die  Scots 
might  be  nt  once  subjected  to  those  duties 
which  they  are  not  able,  which  they  ought  not 
to  benr.  But  would  it  be  fair,  would  it  ba 
candid  in  us  to  make  use  of  such  a subterfuge, 
against  a nation  that  has  trusted  so  touch  to 
our  honuur.  , 

This  tax  cannot  therefore  be  said  to  be  un- 
equal, because  Scotland  does  not  pay  as  touch 
as  is  paid  in  England.  The  people  in  Chat 
country  are  to  pay  as  much  as  they  ought  to 
pay,  aud  as  much  u*  we  cap  in  justice  or  equity 
demand  ; nor  does  it  signify  whether  the  share 
they  pay  be  sent  up  here  or  not : they  have  an 
equal  right  to  be  protected  nnd  defended;  the 
protecting  and  defending  the  people  of  that  . 
country  is  a part  of  die  public  charge  • It  is  a 
part  of  the  national  expence,  and  must  be  de- 
frayed out  of  die  public  revenue:  and  tlx  np-  • 
plying  the  money  raised  in  dint  country,  to- 
wards the  public  expcnce  in  that  country,  is 
chi  taatutoigKitf.iitl  nttwysUmiupitoili^Excheqaer 
3 Q 
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here.  We  ought  to  he  the  more  careful  of  difference  of  the  charge  in  raisiug  those  two 
that  part  of  the  island,  because  we  hare  found  taxes  can  ever  amount  to. 
by  experience,  that  there  can  be  no  invasion  The  great  difference,  that  always  appeared 
upou,  nor  nny  commotion  among  the  people  between  the.  gros3  and  net  produce  of  this  duty, 
in  that  country,  bat  wlrat  must  soon  come  to  has  been  made  use  of  as  an  argument  t0 
affect  ourselves.  For  our  own  safety  then  we  shew  the  great  charge  of  cnlleuliug  this  reve- 
are  obliged  to  be  at  the  charge  of  defending  nue,  and  to  convince  us  that  there  was.  always 
them,  and  consequently  it  can  be  no  objection  a groat  deal  more  raised  from  the  people,  than 
against  any  tax,  that  the  produce  thereof  aris-  ever  came  to  the  benefit  of  the  public ; but 
i«g  in  Scotland  is  applied  to  the  answering  of  this  argument  will  quite  vanish  when  the  matter 
such  a purpose.  Nor  is  this  tax  unequal,  he-  is  set  in  a clear  light ; it  will  then  appear,  that 
cause  of  the  loss  that  tho  proprietors  of  salt  those  gentlemen  are  in  a very  great  mistake: 
works  may  sustain,  for  none  of  their  estates,  they  have  always  called  that  the  gross  produce 
cau  be  thereby  diminished.  The  tax  is  not  which  never  was  any  thing  but  the  gross 
paid  by  the  maker,  or  by  the  seller,  but  by  the  charge;  these  are  two  things  of  n very  dif- 
consumer ; and  the  charge  comes  to  such  a ferent  nature,  and  therefore  they  never  ought 
trifle  upon  every  particular  man,  that  it  can-  to  be  confounded  by  those,  who  have  a mind 
not  he  pretended  that  any  man  will  consume  to  form  a right  judgment  about  any  branch  of 
less  salt  than  he  did  before ; if  there  were  no  the  revenue.  We  know  that  while  this  dutj 
such  tux,  no  man  would  make  use  of  more  salt  was  subsisting,  the  gross  charge  was  gene- 
tbr.n  he  had  occasiou  for,  and  the  (ax  makes  rally  reckoned,  communibus  minis,  at  about 
so  small  an  additional  charge,  that  it  will  470,000/.  per  annum,  but  then  there  were  a 
■never  oblige  any  man  to  make  use  of  less.  great  mauy  articles  charged  to  this  branch, 

The  great  charge  of  raising  this  tax,  has  which  never  were  really  produced  or  paid  to 
been  made  use  of  as  a weighty  argument  against  it,  nnd  consequently  they  never  can  be  rec- 
tr ; but  when  we  come  to  make  a comparison  koned  nny  part  of  its  gross  produce.  I shall 
between  this  and  the  land  tax,  the  difference  lake  notice  of  the  moat  considerable  of  those 
will  be  found  to  be  but  inconsiderable.  If  urlicles,  which  were  charged  and  brought  to 
proper  allowances  tire  made,  it  will  ho  found  the  general  account  of  this  branch,  without 
tlm  the  raising  of  this  tax  upon  salt  will  tint  ever  being  produced  or  paid  by  any  one  person, 
■cost  the  government  above  23,000/.  per  annum,  and  therefore  it  is  certain  that  they  never 
The  land  tax  we  know 'costs  the  public,  by  could*  ba  looked  on  as  a charge  or  burthen 
parliamentary  allowance  and  other  necessary  upon  the  subjects  of  this  nation, 
charges  of  management,  at  least  13,600/.  per  Iu  firmer  times,  while  this  duty  was  subsist: 
anni;  besides  this,  there  is  an  office  kept  in  com-  ing,  we  know  that  all  snlt  was  charged  with 
mission  on  purpose  for  superintending  it,  which  duties  wheu  sold  aud  delivered  from  the 
costs  above  4,000/.  per  annum  more;  so  that  works,  and  consequently  from  that  install 
the  land  tax  really  costs  the  public  about  it  became  an  article  of  the  gross  charge  of  this 
13,000/.  per  annum.  Thus  the  difference  be-  revenue ; but  then  whatever  salt  was  bought 
tween  the  charge  of  raising  the  salt  tax,  and  by  nny  person  who  bad  a mind  to  export  the 
that  of  raising  die  land  tax,  appears  at  last  to  same,  he  paid  no  money  for  the  duties  then 
be  but  4.000/.  per  annum,  which  is  not  half  a charged  upon  the  salt  he  had  bought,  but  en- 
farthing  in  a year  to  every  person  that  is  to  .tered  into  a bond  to  pay  the  duty,  which  bond 
contribute  thereunto.  Shall  we  then  for  the  was  cancelled  upon  a debenture  made  out, 
sake  of  saving  this  4000/.  a year  to  this  nation  certifying  the  salt  to  have  been  exported, 

in  geaeral,  or  this  half-faribing  to  every  par-  From  hence  it  appears,  that  for  all  the  salt 

ticular  person ; shall  we,  Isay,  for  this  reason  that  ever  was  exported,  there  never  was  one 
conliuue  to  oppress  the  landed  gentlemen,  con-  farthing  of  money  actually  paid  by  tbe  subject ; 
Mary  id  all  equity  and  justice,  and  refuse  to  and  by  the  books  it  appears  that  this  one 
approve  of  a measure  by  which  they  ore  to  be  nriicle  alone  at  a medium,  amounted  to 
relieved,  without  throwing  any  sensible  charge  130,000/.  per  annum.  As  no  part  of  this  sum 
upon  any  one  mnn  in  the  nation  f If  the  ilif-  was  ever  produced  or  paid  by  any  person,  | 

Terence  were  much  higher  than  what  it  is,  is  it  therefore  it  cannot  he  reckoned  as  a part  of 

not  with  respect  to- the  nation  in  general  amply  the  gross  produce,  though  it  was  always  rec-. 
repaid  by  this,  that  in  continuing  Lhe  land  lax  koned  as  a part  nF  the  gross  charge. 

Bt  two  shillings  in  tho  pound,  the  nation  ia  ob-  Another  considerable  article  arose  from 
liged  to  raise  tbe  whole  sum  wauled  within  what  was  allowed  for  the  fishery ; for  cufers 
one  year?  whereas  if. the  land  taxis  put  at  of  fish  pnid  no  duty,  neither  did  they  giva 
one  shilling  in  the  pound,  and  the  salt  tax  bonds  for  what  suit  they  used  in  curing  of  fish  ; 
laid  on  instead  of  the  other  shilling,  the  nation  hut  the  quantities,  which  they  took  up  for  that, 
has  three  years  to  raige  that  sum,  which  other-  purpose,  were  all  entered  in  tbe  accounts  of 
ways  is  to  be  raised  in  one.  Every  man  in  the  office,  os  a part  of  the  gross  charge  of  tins 
-common  life,  .would  rather  cliuse  to  have  three  duty,  and  were  all  discharged  upon  due  proof 
years  far  the  payment  of  a debt,  than  to  he  given,  that  the  salt  had  been  used  in  curing  of 
obliged  to  pay  it  in  one:  every  man  would  be  'fish;  and  this  article  amounted  at  a medium 
glad  to  pay  sometliiug.  for  such  an  indulgence,  to  51,000/.  per  annum,  which  is  likewise  to  be 
anti  o '(ikSioi 
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Rock-salt  was  charged  with  the  doty  at  the 
pits,  and  a great  deal  of  this  rock-salt  was  after- 
wards melted  down,  and  made  into  white  salt, 
which  was  also  charged  with  the  duty,  and  both 
these  duties  were  charged  in  the  accounts  of  the 
office ; but  the  refiner  or  maker  had  an  allow- 
ance for  so  many  bushelsof  rock-salt,  for  which 
the  duty  had  teen  charged,  as  be  had  melted 
down  and  made  use  of  in  making  white  salt. 
This  article  generally  amounted  to  about36,000/. 
per  annum,  and  is  to  be  deducted  from  the 
gross  charge. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  whole  sums,  payable 
for  duties,  were  always  charged  in  the  books  of 
the  office ; and  yet  there  was  always  a discount 
for  prompt- payment  allowed,  which  amounted 
to  about  20,0001.  yearly;  and  besides  this, 
there  was  another  allowance  for  waste  on  salt 
carried  coastwise,  which  one  year  with  another 
came  to  11,0001.  per  annum.  There  was  like- 
wise an  nilowance  for  salt  lost  at  sea,  and  an 
allowance  or  a drawback  upon  salt-beef  and 
pork  exported,  both  which  amounted  to  1,650 /. 
per  annum.  All  these  sums  added  together 
amounted  to  239,6501.  and  as  they  never  were 
raised  upon  the  subject,  or  if  raised  were  always 
returned,  therefore  they  must  all  be  deducted 
from  the  gross  charge,  and  the  remaining,  sum 
only,  being  230,3501.  is  to  be  reckoned  the 
gross  produce.  From  whicli  if  we  deduct  the 
charges  of  management,  viz.  25,0001.  there  re- 
mains 203,3501.  whicli  is  the  nett  produce.  And 
if  from  this  we  deduct  the  bounties  paid  annual- 
ly to  the  exporters  of  fish,  and  whicli  must  be 

Eaid  whether  we  revive  this  tax  or  not,  these 
ounties  amounting  yearly  to  the  sum  of 1 9,0001.  I 
the  remaining  sum  will  then  be  the  nett  sum 
to  be  paid  into  the  exchequer,  viz.  186,350 1.  on 
the  credit  of  which  500,0001.  is  now  proposed 
to  be  raised. 

By  this  short  abstract  of  the  account,  it  will, 

I think.  Sir,  most  evidently  appear,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  thatargumentso  much  insisted  on, 
chat  there  is  u greut  deal  more  raised  upon  the 
people  than  ever  can  come  to  the  benefit  of  the 
public.  There  is  no  evnding  of  facts,  and  upon 
the  most  exact  examination  of  them  il  appears, 
that  every  shilling  that  is  actually  raiseil  from 
the  people,  comes  to  the  use  of  the  public,  ex- 
cept ibis  sum  of  25,000 1.  per  annum,  allowed 
for  the  management  of  this  revenue.  And  even 
this  25,0001.  is  all  to  be  given  to  our  own  peo- 
ple ; many  families  may  be  thereby  maintained 
who  would  otherwise  be  a burthen  upon  their 
country ; and  thus  the  greatest  part  even  of 
that  sum  will  come  to  be  useful  to  the  nation 
in  general,  and  may  therefore  be  properly  said 
to  come  to  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

Great  complaints  have  been  made,  and  a 
great  clamour  raised,  that  this  tax  will  always 
give  great  occasion  to  frauds  and  perjuries.  1 
am  persuaded,  Sir,  that  no  excise  whatever  is 
attended  with  fewer  frauds  in  the  management 
than  this  tax  now  under  our  consideration. 
What  is  generally  presumed  to  give  occasion  to 
frauds  and  penuries  in  ali.methods.nf  taxation. 
»*>  when  great  iumsof'ajdiisy'  are  R>  Be  paitffcy 


the  subject,  and  returned  to  them  ngain  upon 
certain  events.  Let  any  man  but  examine  the 
articles  of  the  gross  charge  of- this  reveuue,  he 
will  find,  thut  there  is  no  money  paid  and  re- 
turned. In  all  those  articles  by  winch  the  gross 
amount  is  made  to  exceed  the  gross 
produce,  the  accounts  of  the  office  are  carried 
on  by  way  of  debtor  and  creditor;  there  is 
hnrdly  ever  any  money  paid  by  the  subject, 
thut  is  to  be  returned  either  to  him  or  to  any 
other  upon  any  event  whatsoever;  we  must 
therefore  conclude,  that  ia  themethod  by  which 
this  tax  was  formerly,  and  is  now  again  pro- 
posed to  be  raised,  there  can  he  nothing  to 
tempt  the  avarice,  or  to  encourage  the  frauds 
of  knavish  dealers. 

I shall  now,  Sir,  examine  some  of  those  par- 
ticular objections  that  have  been  made  to  this 
tax.  The  only  one  that  I think  lias  any  ap- 
pearance of  reason  in  it,  is,  that  with  respect  to 
the  navigation  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  pretended 
that  it  will  be  a great  burthen  upon  the  victual- 
ling of  our  ships:  hut  unluckily  it  happens, 
that  the  navigation  of  Great  Britain  never 
nourished  more  than  it  did  under  the  payment 
of  this  tax.  In  a course  of  five  and  thirty  years 
chat  this  tax  con'tiuued,  it  cannot  be  said,  that 
ever  our  shipping  or  our  navigation  suffered  in 
the  least ; on  the  contrary,  there  is  not,  I be- 
lieve, any  such  term  in  all  our  history,  in  which 
the  number  of  our  seamen,  and  the  number 
mid  tonnage  of  our  ships  increased  so  much  as 
il  did  in  that  time.  This  is  of  itself  a clear  proof 
that  this  tax  can  be  no  discouragement  to  our 
navigation.  But  in  fact  it  is  plain,  that  the 
additional  expence  occasioned  by  tliis  duty  is 
such  a mere  trifle,  that  it  never  can  be  any 
burthen ; by  accounts  from  the  victualling-of- 
fice it  appears,  that  the  charge  for  10,000  men 
in  the  sei  vice  of  bis  Majesty’s  nary,  whs  at  a 
medium  but  2,600/.  per  annum  extraordinary 
expence,  occasioned  by  the  duty  on  salt,  which 
is  no  more  than  five  shillings  per  man ; so  that 
if  we  reckon  30,000  men  employed  in  the  navi- 
gation carried  on  by  the  merchants  of  Great 
Britain,  the  duty  on  the  whole  consumption  of 
salt  in  that  service  will  not  exceed  7,800/.  per 
annum,  and  surely  no  man  will  imagine  this  to 
be  a grievous  and  an  insupportable  load  upon 
the  whole  navigation  of  Great  Britain.  Bui 
those  that  know  nny  thing  of  the  merchant 
service  can  testify,  that  salt-provisions  are  not 
the  only  victualling  made  iise  of  in  that  ser- 
vice. Their  ships  are  often  in  some  port  or 
another,  and  then  the  sailors  live  mostly  upon 
fresh  provisions ; even  when  they  are  at  *ea,  it 
is  well  known  that  the  greatest  part  of  their  food 
consists  of  dried  fish,  Iresh  fish  catched  at  sea, 
flower,  rice,  and  othersucb  provisions,  Aboard 
of  mercliaiit  ships  they  never  consume  near  so 
much  salt-provisions,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  their  hands,  as  they  do  aboard  any  of  his 
Majesty’s  ships  of  war.  And  our  merchant- 
ships  which  trade  to  Ireland  or  to  the  planta- 
| tions,  generally  take  in  their  salt-provisions  in 
one  of  those  two  places,  because,  of  die  cbeap- 
I ue&  t ffife&’ii  1 mJWUm  j id  that  the 
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expence  brought  upon  our  navigation  by  this 
lux,  especially  in  the  merchant  service,  •will  at 
last  he  reduced  to  such  a trifle,  that  it  will  be- 
come altogether  insensible.  And  as  to  the  ex- 
portation of  salt-provisions  this  duty  can  never 
tic  any  discouragement  to  such  n trade,  because 
the  exporters  nre  allowed' a drawback  in  lieu  of 
the  duty  they  lmve  paid. 

If  salt  be  of  so  great  a benefit  as  has  been  re- 
presented in  the  manuring  of  lands,  it  is  certain 
that  foul  salt  may  do  as  well  for  that  purpose 
as  any  other  salt  whatever,  and  any  quantity 
of  such  suit  may  he  lmd  gratis  for  carrying  it 
off  from  the  pits  ; no  duty  was  ever  paid  or 
charged  for  such  salt ; the  person  who  took  it 
away  to  manure  his  laud,  having  an  officer  with 
him,  was  always  intiiled  to  u«e  it  dutyfree;  if 
the  tnx  be  revived  it  will  still  be  the  same,  and 
consequently  the  duty  can  never  be  a hin- 
drance to  the  improvement  of  our  lauds,  since 
the  only  salt  that  is  proper  fur  that  purpote  is 
always"  to  be  bad  duty-free.  And  ns  to  the 
farmers  and  grind  rs  ill  Great  Britain,  this 
dutv  rah  never  lie  any  great  charge  upon  them ; 
wlmteier  suit  they  u*e  in  waking  up  any  goods 
for  the  market,  is" paid  for  at  ill?  marker  by  the 
buyer,  and  so  comes  at  hist  to  fall  where  all 
duties  ought  to  fall,  upon  the  consumer.  In 
their  own  families  there  is  hut  very  little  salt 
consumed,  and  i hurt  IV. re  the  d ty  cannot  fall 
heavily  up  in  them.  If  upon'  computation  it  ■ 
be  found,' that  the  duty  costs  but  live, shillings 
a head  at  sea,  it  cannot  cost  jibove  half  that 
sum  at  land,  even  if  we  were  to  suppose  that 
there  weie  as  much  salt  provisions  made  use  of 
ut  landitsnt  sea  ; because  we  know  that  there 
is  not  lialf  the  quantity  of  salt  made  use  ol  m 
coring  provisions  for  the  land,  as  in  curing 
provi'ions  lor  the  sea-service  : But  we  know 
that  tor  more  than  half  the  year,  the  country 
people  live  entirely  upon  the  produce  of  the 
dairy  and  tire  garden,  and  even  for  the  other 
lialfol'the  year,  they  live  more  upon  cabbage, 
roots-  and  such  things,  than  noun  salt  meat, 
consequently  we  cannot  reckon  that  this  duty 
will  startd  the  farmer  in  nboveone  sliilling 
a head  fur  those  persons  that  live  in  Ins  fa- 
mily. It  is  indeed  impossible  that  it  can  cost  so 
mucir ; we  may  modestly  reckon  tfiut  the. 
whole  people  of  England  amount  to  at  least 
8, 01)0,000  of  persons  ; every  one  of  whom  con- 
tributes his  share  to  this  duty  ; if  then,  Sir,  the 
sum  raised,  which  is  230,350/.  he  distiihuted 
among  81000,000  of  persons,  itiyill  not  amount 
I o'  7<I.  n man  ; and  if  from  thence  we  deduct 
the-;19,000/.  which  the  people  of  England  are 
obliged  to  pay,  whether  this  tax  be-  revived  or 
not.  vve  must, Conclude  that  no  person  in  Eng- 
lartd  contributes  more  than  Oil.  thereto,  for  his 
own  personal  consumption.  He  that  keeps  a 
great-many  persons  in  his  family,  must  indeed 
pay  for  each  of  them,  but  whoever  does  so 
must  either  have  n good  estate  or  a good  trade, 
and  consequently  may  very  well  allbrd  to  pay  ; 
and  this,  Sir,  is  the  excellency  of  the  snlt-tax, 
that  eve^Rq  js.;  HM^subte¥A  Wlp*H#r,r 
bute  to  the  public  charge,  according  to  his  con- 


dition in  life.  For  I think  (hat  no  man  will 
say  but  that  he  who  hus-a  good  trade,  or  a great 
deal  of  money  out  at  interest,  ought  to  con- 
tribute as  much  lo  the  defence  of  property,  as 
he  that  has  a laud  estate  that  - brings  in  no  , 
greater  yearly  revenue. 

I hope,  Sir,  I have  now  made  it  appear  to  the 
conviction  uf  every  man  (hut  hears  me,  that 
the  salt  duty  is  no  burthen  upon  the  profile  of 
England,  or  upon  any  part  of  them;  that  it 
mm  be  no  hindrance  to  the  improvement  of  , 
our  land  estates,  nor  any  prejudice  to  our  trude 
or  navigation  ; and  it  is,  1 may  say,  self  evi- 
dent,  tli.it  it  is  a more  just,  a more  equal  and  a 
better  proportioned  tax,  than  any  that  is  raised,  i 
or  can  be  contrived  to  be  raised  upou  the  people 
of  this  nation.  The  land-tax  upon  the  other 
hand  is  the  most  unequal,  the  most  grievous, 
and  the  most  oppressive  tax  that  tver  was 
raised  in  this  country  ; it  is  a tax  which  never 
ought  to  be  raised  hut  in  tunes  of  Che  most  ex- 
treme necessity.  The  best  judges,  the  truest 
patriots  in  all  countries,  huve  been  of  opinion 
that  of  all  taxes  that  upon  immoveable  goods,  j 
that  upon  lands  and  bouses  ought  to  he  the 
last  resource.  In  such  a case  there  ure  hut 
few  of  the  people  that  contribute  to  the  public 
expence,,  and  even  among  those  tew  there  will 
always  be  a gre.it  partiality  as  to  the  value  that 
is  pot  upon  men’ .stales.  Ibis  we  me  very 
sensible  of  jn  .England  ; there  ure  some  landed  ; 
gentlemen  that  pay  aland  tax  equal  to  the  full 
value  of  their  estates,  while  others  do  nor  pay 
equal  to  a third  part  of  the  real  value ; and 
gi  neruliv  those -gentlemen,  who  suffer  most  by 
this  partiality,  nre  those  whose  ancestors  were  | 
a sort  of  ktnghi-crranu  for  the  Revolution.  | 
They  gloried  in  iliat  happy  event,  il.ey. thought  I 
themselves  in  honour  ami  justice  obliged  to  I 
pay  their  equal  shat  , for  the  support  of  SO  1 
glorious  a cuu.-e,  in  proportion  to  toe  real  value  • 
of  the  estates  they  possessed  ; and  therefore  f 
they  gave  them  in  at  the  tali  value.  This  was 
justice,  this  was  a laudable  xcal  for  the  hap-  I 
piuess  of  the  nation,  and  for  the  liberties  and  » 
privileges  uf  toe  people;  but  their  posterity  I, 
suffered  severely  for  it ; and  as  they  always  I 
will  be  the  greatest  sufferers  by  every  laud  ux, 
ought  not  the  merit  and  the  honest  zeal  of  their  I 
fn'refathers.to  pit  nil  strongly  for  their  relict,  at 
least  with  all  those  w ho  are  iriends  to  our  pre- 
sent happy  establishment  ? 

To  pretend,  Sir.  that  the  taking  off  a shilling 

in  the  pound  of  the  Land-Tax,  and  raising  the 

Salt-Tax  in  the  room  thereof,  will  he  no  ease  ■*- 
tn  mow,  or  to  any  of  the  landed  gentlemen  in.  i 
England,  appears  to  mo  lo  be  really  n sort  of 
paradox.  I believe  there  are  few  landed 
gentlemen  in  England,  whose  estates  do  not 
amount  to  100/.  per  annum : I am  sure  that  i 
the  landed  gentlemen  of  such  estates,  or  of  any 
land  estate  from  100/.  to  1,000/.  per  annum,  -. 
are  the  greatest  objecis  of  compassion,  and 
deserve  most  the  consideration  of  this  House; 
because  those,  who  have  less  than  100/.  a- year  , 

°.r  *ry*,®£ 

or  have  some  other  business  as  a help  tor  ui» 
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support  of  tlieir  families.  A gentleman  then 
of  100/.  a year  in  land,  if  his  estate  be  rated 
at  the  full  value,  saves  Hi.  a year  by  the  abate- 
ment of  1».  in  the  Land-Tax:  Let  us  see  if 
it  be  possible  that  this  can  again  be  drawn 
from  him  by  the  salt-duty.  I believe  it  will 
easily  be  granted  me,  that  no  man,  of  100/.  a 
year  and  no  more,  Innd- estate,  without  any 
other  business,  keeps  sixteen  in  family;  but 
supposing  he  does,  yet  at  6 d.  a head  the  salt- 
duty  cannot  amount  to  .mure  in  the  ivliole 
three  years  than'  24*.  How  then  is  it  possible 
to  pretend  tlmt  this  is  not  a relief  to  such  a 
gentleman/  To  pay  but  24t  in  three  tears, 
and  at  a thousand,  1 may  say,  different  pay- 
ments, is  surely  better,  and  much  less  grievous, 
than  to  be  obliged  to  pay  5/.  in  one  year,  and 
at  most  at  two  payments.  But  suppose  that 
such  a mun's  estate  is  raced  at  the  lowest 
value,  that  any  lauds  in  England  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  rated  at;  suppose  such  an  estate  to 
be  rated  but  at  one  third  of  the  full  value,  yet 
still  by  an  abatement  of  Is.  in  the  pound  Land- 
Tax,  lie  saves  above  33s.  and  therefore  such  an 
abatement  must  be  a relief  even  to  such  n mun, 
of  Ht  least  9s.  besides  the  advantage  he  lias  of 
having-a  much  longer  time  to  pay  n less  sum. 
Thus  wc  see  that  ivhat  is  now  proposed  must 
be  a very  great  relief  to  those,  who  are  op- 
pressed with  mortgages  and  rent-charges,  and 
must  be  some  relief  to  every  landed  gentle- 
man in  the  kingdom,  who  has  nothing  but  the 
rents  of  his  estate  to  depend  upon,  for  the 
support  of  his  family,  and  providing  lor  his 
children. 

If  there  were  any  danger,  Sir,  that  the  re- 
viving of  this  tax  would  occasion  murmurings 
among  the  poople,  I should  lie  as  much  against 
it  as  any  man  in  this  House;  hut  the  tnx  is  in 
its  own  nature  so  equal,  and  paid  by  such  a 
vast  multitude  of  people,  nud  at  so  many 
different  payments,  that  it  becomes  quite  in- 
sensible to  every  particular  man.  We  know 
by  experience,  that  during  the  long  time  it 
was  paid  by  the  people,  it  never  occasioned 
the  least  uneasiness,  and  we  hud  that  the  re- 
mission of  it  gave  no  ease ; it  occasioned  no 
joy  among  the  people,  nor  were  there  any  good 
effects  of  it  felt,  either  ns  to  the  lowering  the 
price  of  goods  or  provisions  at  market,  as  to 
the  raising  the  value  of  lands,  or  as  to  the  re- 
ducing the  wages  commonly  given  to  journey- 
men and  day-labourers.  Those  therefore  who 
have  a regard  to  the  interest  of  his  Majesty,  or 
to  tho  ease  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  cannot 
make  the  least  scruple  in  preferring  a tax  that 
is  felt  by  no  man,  to  a tax  that  is  insupportable 
to  a great  many  of  those  that  are  obliged  to 
contribute  thereto.  Such  a measure  can  breed 
no  new  enemies  to  onr  present  happy  establish- 
ment, but  must  convert  a great  many  of  the 
old;  and  insure  the  affections  of  the  most  con- 
siderable part  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

In  tins,  Sir,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other  mo- 
tions, which  I have  ever  had  the  honour  to 
make  to  this  llnuw,!  trave-aiw  nyseneied  accortbr 
ing  to  my  own  judgment  for  the  good  of  my 


country,  and  therefore.  Sir,  I have  no  rcasoD  to 
be  afraid  of  the  curses  and  imprecations  of 
any  man.  I do  not  think  it  altogether  parlia- 
mentary to  use  any  such  expressions  in  this 
House ; every  man  ought  in  common  charity  to 
be  presamed  to  act  according  to  what  he  thinks 
best,  and  most  conducive  to  the  interest  and 
huppiness  of  his  country.  I have  always  dono 
so,  and  while  I continue  to  do  so,  I shall 
despise  any  outcries  that  may  be  groundlessly 
raised  against  me,  or  against  any  measure  I 
propose. 

To  conclude.  Sir,  the  only  thing  I had  in 
view  was,  to  propose  what  1 thought  the  most 
easy  and  the  most  convenient  metbud  of  re- 
lieving the  landed  geut.emen,  in  part  at  least  of 
ilfat  tax  which  has  so  long  lain  heavy  upon 
them,  and  upon  them  only;  1 urn  convinced 
that  every  gentleman  in  this  House  will  agree 
with  me  in  this,  that  a land-tax,  even  of  two 
shillings  in  the  pound,  is  a most  grievous  tax 
upon  all  the  landed -gentlemen  in  the  kingdom, 
more  especially  upon  those,  whose  estates  are 
charged  with  heavy  mortgages  or  large  annui- 
ties ; and  I think  I have  clearly  shewn,  that 
the  duty  upon  salt  is  no  way  inconsistent  with 
our  constitution,  is  no  way  hurthensome  either 
upon  our  navigation  or  our  trade,  and  I am 
sure  it  cannot  with  any  appearance  of  reason 
be  said  to  be  grievous  upon  any  particular  man, 
or  upon  any  set  of  men  witliiu  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain.  Let  us  then,  for  God's  sake, 
gentle  meo,  have  some  consideration  for  the 
freeholders,  who  have  suffered  so  much  for 
many  years;  let  us  have  some  compassion  for 
those  gentlemen,  whose  estates  are  deeply 
charged  with  mortgages  and  annuities,  occa- 
sioned by  the  heavy  land-taxes  which  their 
forefathers  have  been  obliged  to  pay.  It  if 
but  reasonable  that  the  creditor  should  contri- 
bute to  the  public  exprnce  ns  well  as  his 
debtor ; and  the  most  proper  method  for 
effectuating  so  just  a design  is,  in  my  opinioD, 
the  reviving  the  duty  upon  salt.  If  any  gentje- 
man  can  propose  a better,  I shall  most  heartily 
join  with  him,  and  whoever  thinks  he  cannot, 
will,  I hope,  agree  to  wlial  I haveproposed. 

Mr.  William  Pulteney  replied  as  follows : 

Sir:  From  what  his  Majesty  was  graciously 
pleased  to  tell  us  from  the  throne  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  session,  I did  indeed  expect,  I be- 
lieve the  whole  people  of  England  with  me  did 
expect  that  we  were  to  receive  some  ease  as  to 
our  taxes;  some  real,  some  effectual  case  was 
expected,  and  was  with  reason  expected.  How 
are  these  expectations  of  the  poor  people  to  be 
answered?  By  tlie  proposition  now  made, a 
part,  by  much  the  greatest  part  of  them,  are  to 
he  subjected  to  a new  tax,  and  the  remaining 
part  are  to  be  indeed  free  of  part  of  an  old  tax, 
but  msiead  thereof  they  aie  to  pay  a new  tax, 
whictuwiU  be  equally  grievous  to  most  of  them, 
.it  l lie  same  time  that  it  is  grievous  to  every 
other  person  in  the  nation.  This,  Sir,. is  the 
i«,  l|i» 

proposition  now  made,  to  meet  with  from  the 
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establishment  of  a profound  tranquillity  both  Let  us  not  confound  the  matter  in  hand,  nn»| 
abroad  and  at  home.  believe  that  die  question  now  before  us,  is  ' 

Every  gentleman  in  this  House  must  remcm-  whether  or  noa  relief  ought  to  be  granted  to 
ber,  how  this  tax  upon  salt  came  to  be  taken  off.  the  lauded  interest : That  is  no  way  at  present 
Only  two  years  ago  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  the  question  iu  debate.  By  die  resolutions  of 
open  the  session  with  a most  gracious  Speech,  this  House  upon  the  supply,  there  is  500,000/. 
in  which  he  expressed  a compassionate  concern  to  be  raised  for  the  current  service  of  the  year;  1 
for  the  hardships  of  the  poor  artificers  and  ina-  the  raising  of  this  sum  we  have  already  made 
nufacturers ; from  whence  we  must  conclude,  necessary  ; our  resolution  is  not  to  be  recalled, 
that  his  Mqjestv's  opinion  then  was,  that  that  We  are  now  ina  committee  of  waysnnd  means, 
lort  of  people  laboured  under  the  greatest  bard-  and  the  only  question  before  us,  is,  whedier  we 
ships,  and  were  the  first  who  ought  to  be  re-  am  to  raise  this  sum  of  500,000/.  by  laying  a 
lieved.  The  circumstances  of  the  nation  are  shilling  upon  land,  or  by  reviving  the  duty  npon 
nut  much  altered  since  that  time;  the  landed  salt.  Neither  of  them  can  be  a relief  to  the 
gentlemen  are  uot,  I hope,  grown  very  much  landed  gentlemen ; upon  the  contrary  both 
poorer,  or  less  able  to  bear  burtbeus ; the  poor  must  be  burthensome  to  them.  But  the  one  or 
artificers  and  manufacturers,  are  not,  I am  sure,  the  other  we  have  made  necessary,  nnd  there- 
grown  richer ; and  therefore  I must  think,  that  fore  the  only  question  now  before  us  is,  by 
his  Majesty  has  not  altered  his  opinion,  what-  which  of  these  ways  we  shall  raise  this  500,000ft 
ever  some  gentlemen  in  this  House  may  have  This  being  then  the  true  state  of  the  ques- 
done  : It  is  certnin  some  of  them  have,  because  tion,  wo  are  to  consider  which  of  these  methods 
« that  time  there  was  uot  so  much  ns  one  mini  will  be  most  convenient  for  the  nation  in  gene- 
in  this  House  that  differed  in  opinion  from  his  rnl,  and  that  we  ure  to  choose  without  any  res* 
Majesty.  Every  man  agreed  that  die  poor  pect  to  who  is,  or  who  is  uot  to  contribute 
artificers  and  manufacturers  were  the  first,  who  thereto  ; for  we  are  never  to  do  any  injury  to 
ought  to  meet  with  relief  from  the  happy  situa-  our  country  for  the  sake  of  any  private  roan,  or 
tion  of  our  affairs  ; the  only  difference  wns  ns  to  of  any  particular  set  of  men.  The  thoughts  of 
the  manner  of  giving  them  Telietj  and  even  that  raising  a general  excise,  I find,  hate  been  dis- 
did  not  hear  a question ; this  tax  upon  salt  was  claimed  by  every  gentleman,  who  has  spoke  in  » 
then  thought  too  grievous  upon  the  trade,  the  this  debate  ; 1 hope  this  nation  will  never  be  in  , 
manufactures,  and  the  poor  of  this  nation,  that  such  slavish  circumstances,  as  that  any  man 
it  was  given  up  even  by  the  right  honourable  dure  openly  avow  such  a design ; but  I wish  , 
gentleman  who  has  now  made  the  motion  for  that  every  gentleman  that  has  talked  upon  this 
reviving  it.  I wish  he  bad  given  us  some  reason  subject,  had  explained  to  us  what  he  meant  by 
for  his  being  now  of  a different  opinion,  from  a general  excise  ; for  if  any  gentleman  thereby 
what  he  was  of  at  that  time ; for  it  must  pro-  means,  that  the  people  are  to  pay  excises  upon 
ceed  from  some  fact,  or  from  some  circum-  every  thing  they  use  either  for  food  or  raiment,  , 
stance  that  has  either  happened  since  that  lime,  he  will  find  that  diere  is  no  such  general  excise 
or  is  soon  to  happen.  If  he  foresees  any  extra-  in  the  most  arbitrary,  the  most  slavish  country 
ordinary  event,  I wish  he  hnd  been  so  good  as  upon  eartli.  I believe  there  is  no  country  under 
to  communicate  it;  for  iny  part,  I can  see  none  the  sun,  where  the  people  pay  an  excise  for 
that  can  possibly  induce  me  to  change  my  opi-  the  water  they  drink,  and  yet  in  some  countries 
niou;  but  on  the  contrary,  I foresee  many  for  'it  will  he  allowed  that  diere  are  such  things  at 
confirming  me  in  the  same  sentiments  1 was  genernl  excises.  I therefore  take  it,  that  the 
tbeu  of,  and  which  1 think  ought  to  confirm  proper  meaning  of  a general  excise  relates  not 
every  man  who  considers  the  consequences  of  to  the  things  upon  which  it  is  raised,  but  to  the 
things,  and  has  a stronger  regard  for  the  liber-  | persons  from  whom : and  every  excise  is  a ge- 
ties  of  his  country,  and  the  hnppiness  of  j neral  excise,  if  die  whole  body  of  the  people,  i 
posterity,  than  lie  has  for  his  own  immediate  the  poor,  the  needy,  the  most  wretched,  are 
interest.  obliged  to  contribute  thereto.  If  this  be  the  _ 

I am  very  ready  to  believe,  that  every  man  meaning  of  a General  Excise,  the  Excise  now 
acts  from  the  justpst  motive, and  from  a sincere  t proposed  to  be  raised  upon  the  people  ol  this 
and  hearty  regard  for  the  interest  of  his  country,  nation,  is  ns  general  as  any  one  that  can^  be,  or 
nnd  for  die  happiness  of  Ids  fellow-subjects; 
but  as  the  true  motives  of  a man’s  itcting  or 
speaking  cannot  be  with  any  certainty  discover- 
ed by  another,  therefore  we  are  to  regard  only 
what  he  does  or  says.  A man  may  act  ho- 
nestly, moy  argue  justly  from  very  bail  motives; 
and  on  the  other  hand  We  know,  that  many 
wrong  actions  and  foolish  arguments  have  pro- 
ceeded from  motives,  chat  were  in  themselves 
generous  and  good.  Let  us  then  in  charity  be- 
lieve, that  whoever  differs  from  us  in  a mistake, 
and  that  whoever  agrees  with  us,  acts  from  the 

shall  examine  earn  other’s  arguments  with  can- 
dour; theD  is  trod,  most  likely  to  prevail. 


tyranny.  And  if  this  be  granted,  and  tamel^P 
submitted  to  by  the  people,  it  may  be  an  en- 
couragement lo  ambitious  and  wicked  ministers 
hi  future  times,  to  proceed  a step  fardier,  nnd 
lay  another  Excise  upon  some  other  comrao-^ 
dity  used  by  the  generality  of  the  people;  that 
again  will  give  encouragement  to  a third  at- 
tempt, and  so  on,  till  at  last  the  people  of  this 
country  be  subjected,  as  well  as  some  ot  ottr 
neighbours,  to  a General  Excise  in  the  roost 
extensive  sense  ; that  is,  an  Excise  upon  every 
lk“““ 

be  converted  to  the  use  of  man, 
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Such  n General  Excise  was  never  established 
at  once  in  any  couutry,  it  has  every  where  been 
introduced  by  degrees;  and  in  all  the  countries 
where  such  an  excise  bos  been  established,  we 
may  generally  observe,  that  the  first  step  made 
towards  it  wns,  the  introducing  this  very  excise 
flow  proposed  to  be  laid  upon  the  people  inf 
this  nation.  When  we  were  involved  in  a 
heavy  and  expensive  war,  when  we  were  fight- 
ing for  every  thing  that  was  near  and  dear  ic 
Us,  when  our  land  tax  was  at  four  shillings  in 
the  pound,  when  every  thing  we  could  think  of  | 
was  loaded  with  duties  and  customs,  it  wr 
then  a sort  of  necessity  upon  us  to  submit  ( 
such  an  excise ; but  if  we  agree  to  it  uov 
during  a time  of  profound  peace,  and  when  n 
necessity  calls  for  our  submission,  will  it  m 
tlieu  be  a precedent  for  every  excise  that  i 
future  times  may  or  can  he  invented?  And 
few  more  excises  would,  I fear,  render  our  1 
berties  precarious,  and  entirely  dependent  upo 
the  good-will  and  pleasure  of  those,  who  shall 
happen  to  lie  intrusted  witl\  the  chief  power  of  I 
collecting  the  public  revenue.  The  giving  a 
man  Imlf  a crown  is  indeed  no  precedent  for 
my  giving  him  my  whole  estate ; but  if  I re- 
peat my  generosity  too  often,  and  continue  it 
too  long,  I may  hnppen  to  put  it  in  his  power 
to  take  the  residue  from  me,  whether  I will  or 
no,  and  in  such  case,  I am  afraid,  it  would  be 
too  late  to  alledge,  that  the  one  is  no  precedent 
for  the  other;  for  if  by  my  simplicity  I reduce 
myself  to  such  circumstances,  I must  submit 
to  whatever  he  may  be  pleased  to  call  a good 
precedent.  I hope  no  project  will  ever  be  set 
on  foot,  for  converting  any  of  our  present 
or  cuscoms  into  excises ; but  if  ever  such  a pro- 
ject he  set  on  foot,  I shall  then,  I believe,  1 
able  to  shew,  that  no  Dutch  custom  car 
that  respect  be  a good  rule  for  us.  The  nature 
of  their  government,  the  situation  and  con- 
dition of  their  country,  and  the  nature  of  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  them,  is  so  vastly  dif- 
ferent from  ours,  that  what  may  be  safe  nud 
easy  in  one  country,  may  be  grievous  to  the 
people,  and  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of  the 

I am  very  far  from  thinking,  that  fo 
hundred  officers  at  the  disposal  of  the  crown, 
can  at  any  time  be  of  dangerous  consequ 
to  the  freedom  of  elections,  or  to  the  libi . 
of  the  people ; but  I cannot  be  persuaded,  that 
I think  meanly  of  my  country,  when  I declare 
that  1 am  jealous  of  such  a number  ns  seven 
or  eight  hundred,  added  to  a vast  multitude  of  | 
tax-gatherers  we  had  before  among  us.  When 
the  balance  of  power  comes  near  to  its  just 
equilibrium,  a small  weight  thrown  into  cither 
scale  oversets  the  balance,  and  the  equilibrium 

£iu  never  be  re-established  without  agreat  deal 
f danger  and  trouble.  It  is  certain,  that  a 
multitude  of  officers  at  the  beck  of  an  admi- 
nistration, and  spread  over  all  the  counties, 
cities,  and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom,  may  have 
> vast  influence  at  all  elections  ; and  if  ever 

sh”"“  IWKSSiStfe A'JtaSi 

purpose,  we  may  judge  what  use  they  will 
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make  of  the  influence  they  may  have:  I be- 
lieve it  will  he  generally  agreed,  that  if  ever 
we  should  have  an  administration  wicked 
enough  to  make  use  of  such  an  influent  e,  it 
will  not  be  converted  towards  lit  preservation 
of  the  liberties  of  the  pe.-pie.  The  character 
of  those  great  putnuls.  who  first  contrived  this 
duty,  wns  no  argument  for  the  continuance  tit 
it,  much  less  is  it  an  argument  for  the  reviving 
it.  Tliev  did  not  nut  of  wnntonness  rotitviyb 
such  a duty  ; they  were  constrained  by  a fatal 
necessity,  to  lay  it  upon  the  nation' at  that 
time.  They  made  no  bad  use  of  it,  but  we 
are  not  front  thence  to  infer,  that  no  bad  us* 
will  ever  be  made  of  it : From  our  own  history 
we  may  be  informed,  that  a very  bad  use  bra 
been  made  of  several  things,  which  for  many 
years  after  the  first  institution  had  never  been 
converted  to  any  unlawful  purposes.  Where- 
ever  there  is  any  such  danger  to  be  feared,  wo 
ought  not  willingly,  we  ought  not  presump- 
tuously to  expose  ourselves  thereunto.  Such 
evils  may  be  easily  avoided,  but  aro  not  easily 
removed.  One  of  the  chief  reasons  urged  for 
the  abolishing  of  this  duty,  was,  the  number  of 
officers  employed  in  the  collecting  thereof,  such 
a number  of  officers  wns  then  said  to  be  in- 
consistent with  the  liberties  of  a free  people. 
This  argument  was  then  made  use  of,  and  was 
then  admitted  to  be  a good  argument;  bow  it 
come3  now  to  be  such  a trifling  one,  I cannot 
apprehend.  But  if  it  is  not  now  admitted  as 
a sufficient  argument  against  the  reviving  of 
this  duty  for  three  years,  1 much  suspect,  that 
at  the  end  of  this  terra  of  three  years,  neither 
this  argument,  nor  any  other,  will  have  weight 
enough  to  prevent  the  continuing  of  H for  * 
much  longer  term. 

1 must  say,  Sir,  that  I am  astonished  to  hear 
any  man  wbo  has  ever  read  the  Articles  of 
Union,  or  is  in  the  least  acquainted  with  the 
transactions  of  those  times,  pretend  that  the 
people  of  Scotland  arc  any  way  intitled  to  an 
exemption  from  the  salt-duty,  or  from  any  part 
of  it,  when  it  is  to  be  laid  en  for  the  current 
service  of  the  year.  It  is  very  well  known, 
that  it  was  laid  down  by  the  commissioners  of 
both  kingdoms,  os  the  basis  and  foundation  of 
the  Union,  ‘That  there  shall  be  an  equality  of 
' excises,  customs,  and  all  other  taxes  through- 
out the  united  kingdoms.’  There  was  at  that 
inie  no  thought  of  establishing  any  proportion 
3 be  raised  in  Scotland,  with  respect  to  any 
-ax  or  excise  then  raised,  or  thereafter  to  be 
raised  in  England,  except  only  as  to  the  land- 
tax.  There  was  before  the  Union  a land-tax 
raised  in  Scotland  as  well  as  in  England : bat 
in  the  two  kingdoms  it  was  Tailed  in  a different 
manner.  In  Scotland  it  wns  laid  on,  andlevyed 
by  way  of  so  many  months  assessments : In 
England  it  was  laid’on  and  levyed  bv  way  of 
so  many  shillings  in  the  pound ; and  therefore 
it  became  necessary  to  consider  the  proportion 
between  a month's  assessment  in  Scotland,  and 
a shilling  in  the  pound  in  England  ; and  the 


•very  si 
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ling  in  the  pound,  that  was  thereafter  to  be 
raised  in  Englnnri.  Thus  the  settling  a pro- 
portion as  to  thistnx  was  necessary  ; tint  as  to 
the  other  taxes,  especially  the  tax  upon  salt, 
there  was  no  such  necessity,  and  therefore  it 
was  never  so  much  ns  thought  of. 

But,  Sir,  many  of  the  taxes  then  levied  in 
Engiund,  being  mortgaged  tor  the  payment  of 
debts  contracted  by  England  before  the  Uuion ; 
it  wa?  therefore  agreed,  that  the  Scots  should 
either  be  free  from  the  payment  of  such  taxes, 
or  should  have  tin  equivalent  for  that  part  of 
the  debts  of  Engiund,  which  they  were  to  pay, 
by  their  being  made  subject  to  any  taxes  so 
pre-engaged:  And  this  tax  of  2s.  id.  on  home 
made  salt,  was  one'  of  those  taxes  that  was 
mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  n.  part  of  the 
debts  of  Engiund,  therefore  the  Scots  were  to 
be  free  from  it,  or  .to  have  an  equivalent  for  it : 
And  the  Scots  commissioners  at  that  time  most 
reasonably  judged  this  tax  to  be  so  grievous 
upqn  the  people  that  they  chose  rather  that 
their  country  should  be  free  from  it,  than  to 
take  an  equivalent  and  be  liable  to  it.  Even 
by  the  commissioners  for  both  kingdoms,  this 
tax  was  then  thought  to  besucb  a grievous  tax, 
that  it  was  presumed  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  would  certainly  take  it  olF,  nnd  .sub- 
stitute some  more  reasonable  tax  in  its  room  ; 
in  which  case,  Scotland  was  to  he  subject  to 
such  tax  so  to  be  substituted  ; but  it  was  stipu- 
lated and  agreed,  that  iu  such  case,  they  should 
have  an  equivalent  proportioned  to  this  new 
tax,  to  which  they  were  to  become  subject; 
from  all  which  it  evidently  appears,  that  the 
only  reason  for  their  having  been  declared  free 
from  the  payment  of  this  2s.  id.  upon  salt  was, 
because  it  had  been  mortgaged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a debt  contracted  in  England  before 
the  union,  and  not  comprehended  in  the  ac- 
count of  .those  debts  which  Scotland  was  to 

Eay  a part  of,  so  that  they  received  no  equiva- 
mt  for  it : But  though  this  duty  had  never 
been  abolished,  yet  in  case  the  debt  for  which 
it  was  mortgaged  hod  been  paid  by  us,  or 
otherwise  provided  Tor  by  a new  tax,  and  this 
tax  of  2s.  id.  upon  salt  continued,  and  con- 
verted either  to  the  current  service  of  die  year, 
or  to  the  payment  of  a debt  contracted  since 
the  union,  Scotland  could  not  surely  pretend 
to  iui  exemption,  either  from  the  new,  tax,  or 
from  the  payment  of  this  2s.  id.  upon  salt, 
after  its  being  so  converted ; the  most  that  they 
could  in  such  case  have  pretended  to,  would 
have  been  au  equivalent  for  the  new  lax  they 
bad  thereby  become  subject  to. 

*Tis  true.  Sir.  that  act  of  the  9th  and  10th  of 
king  William,  by  which  this  duty  of  2s.  id. 
upon  salt  was  established,  has  that  terrible 
word  1 For  ever"  in  the  body  ofit.  It  is  iudeed 
■ terrible  word,  when  it  is  annexed  to  such  a 
grievous  tax.  It  is  a word  that  [ am*  sorry  my 
country  has  so  much  reason  to  be  acquainted 
with:  But  that  dreadful  word. -even  by  the  apt 
itself,  is  confined ; it  is  confined  to  the  pay- 
ment of  that  debt,  for  which  this  tax  was  then 
appointed  l; 1 1 nnd  »iu®e  tiiut  rlebt  ikjfcnuotte-o 


wise  provided  for,  it  is,  with  respect  to  this 
duty,  to  be  looked  on  us  paid,  and  the  condi- 
tional perpetuity  in  that,  act,  meant  by  the 
word  ‘ For  ever,’  is  now.  at  an  end.  It  is  im- 
possible therefore  to  presume,  (hut  if  tha  Scats 
Commissioners  had  ever  meant,  that  their 
country  should  have,  an  absolute  perpetuity, 
witii  respect  to  the  exemption  from  this  suit 
duly,  they  would  have  referred  to  this  act,  by 
which,  n conditional  perpetuity  was  only  estab- 
lished. But  the  transaction,  was  honest  and 
fair,  and  the  words  are  plain  to  every  man,  that 
has  a mind  to.  comprehend  them  : The  Scots 
Commissioners  had  a mind  that  their  country 
should  be  free  from  the  payment  of  any  part  uf 
that  debt  fur  which  this  duty  was  appointed  ; 
nnd  therefore  it  was  agreed,,  that  while  this 
duty  .remninetf  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
that  debt,  their  country  should  be  for  ever  free 
from  it : But  it  was  never  so  much  os  intended 
by  either  party,  .that  their  country  should  be 
free  therefrom,  in  case  it  should,  niter  the  pay- 
ment of  this  old  debt  of  England,  be  converted 
to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  two  United  King- 
doms in  general. 

It  being  thus  evident.  Sir,  that  the  people 
of  Scotland  have  now  no  title,  by.  the  Ariicles 
of  Union,  to  an  exemption  from  the  payment 
of  this  2s.  id.  upon  salt,  the  only  question 
then  is,  whether  we  ought  out  of  compassion  to 
indulge  them  with  such  an  exemption,  hecause 
the  poor  people  of  that  country  are  not  able  to 
pay  it:  I really  think,  Sir,  we  ought  to  have  so 
much  compassion  for  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try ; but  then  I hope  it  will  he  allowed  me, 
llmt  wo  ought  to  have  an  equal  compassion  for 
the  poor  people  of  Englaud  : journeymen  and 
duy  labourers,  who  have  no  stock,  no  property, 
are  equally. poor  in  all  countries;  they  have  no- 
ihiug  but  what  they  work  for  from  day  to  day  ; 
and  if  it  be  said,  that  the  poor  people  in  Eng- 
land are  able  to  pay  this  duty,  because  they 
I Owe  high  wages,  it  is  an  unanswerable  argu- 
ment against  the  tax  in  general.  It  is  now  ad 
universal  complaiuc  in  this  country,  that  the 
Itigh  wages  given  to  workmen  is  the  chief  cause 
of  the  decay  of  our  trade  and  manufactures; 
our  business  tlieu  is,,  to  take  all  the  measures 
we  can  think  of,  to  enable  "our  workmen  to 
work  for  less  wages  than  they  do  at  present ; 
and  therefore  it  must  be  contrary  to  good  po- 
licy to  lay  on  a tax,  which  it  is  granted  would 
he  insupportable  to  the  poor,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  high  wages  they  have ; for  the  laying  <m  of 
sucli'a  lax  must  make  the  continuance  of  such 
high  wages  absolutely  necessary,  nnd  |he  con- 
tinuance of  them  will  certainly  bring  the  na- 
tion to  poverty  and  distress. 

I must  say,  Sir,  that  the  reasoning  of  some 
gentlemen  upon  the 'subject  in  hand  appears  to 
me  a little  inconsistent:  This  salt  duty,  say 
they,  with  respect  to  England,  is  a tax  altoge- 
ther inreusible;  with  respect  to  Scotland,  it  isa 
tax  that  is  altogether  insupportable:  In  Eng- 
land, the  tax  is  raised  upon  such  a great  multi- 
tude of  people,  and  at  so  many  different  pay- 
snatiispiffaar,  uttmaitnaniliifilriwhsE  he  pay* ; 1“ 
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Scotland,  though  it  be  raised  upon  the 
multitude  of  people,  and  at  the  same  different 
payments,  yet  if  the  whole  were  laid  upon  the 
people  of  that  country,  every  poor  man  wdtild 
not  only  feel  what  he  paid,  but  would  be  utterly 
incapable  to  comply  with  the  pnyments  re- 
quired : In  England,  it  can  raise  no  grumblings, 
no  mortnurings,  nor  any  complaint  among  tlie 
people:  In  Scotland,  it  would  raise  sneb  terri- 
ble discontents,  as  might  disturb  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  kingdom  and  endanger  the  consti- 
' ttition.  How  inconsistent  is  this  way  of  argu- 
ing? VVhat  an  insult  is  this  upon  the  people, 
who  .quietly  submit  to  the  lands  that  are  laid 
upon  them? 

The  distinction  that  has  been  made  between 
the  gross  charge  and  the  gross  produce  of  this 
duty,  seems  to  be  something  new.  There  is 
'certainly  as  much  reason  for  this  distinction 
almost  in  every  branch  of  the  customs  or  ex- 
cise, as  there  is  for  it  in  the  present  case ; and 
yet  I never  heard  it  innde  use  of  by  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  revenue.  But  supposing  this  dis- 
tinction to  be  reasonable,  yet  if  we  examine  the 
particulars  of  ihe  account  that  has  been  given 
us,  we  shall  find  that  several  articles  have  been 
put  to  the  gross  charge,  which  really  ought  to 
be  put  to  ^lie  gross  produce,  because  they  are 
actually  raised  upon  the  people,  though  they 
come  not  to  the  use  of  the  public,  but  to  the 
use  of  the  merchants  anti  dealers  in  salt.  I am 
surprized  to  hear  it  pretended,  that  the  allow- 
ance for  prompt  payment  ought  not  to  be 
reckoned  as  a part  of  the  gross  produce,  or  rhat 
the  sum  allowed  for  that  discount  is  not  raised 
upon  the  people.  Does  any  man  suppose  that 
the  wealthy  dealer  pays  his  ready  money  for 
the  bentfit  of  his  customers,  or  that  the  con- 
sumer pays  the  less  for  his  salt,  because  the 
merchnnt  from  whom  he  purchases  paid  the 
duties  in  ready  money  ? Does  not  every  mnu 
know,  that  these  prompt  payments  are  mpde 
by  the  rich  dealers,  only  for  their  own  account; 
and  that  notwithstanding  their  being  allowed  a 
discount  of  10  per  cent,  yet  they  sell  as  dear  as 
if  they  bad  paid  the  full  duties?  The  article 
then  of  30,000/.  for  prompt  payment,  is  not  to 
be  deducted,  but  is  to  be  looked  on  as  a pari  of 
the  gross  produce. 

The  11,000/.  allowed  for  waste  on  salt  car- 
ried coastwise  is  likewise  an  advantage  only  to 
the  dealer:  It  is  no  advantage  to  the  people, 
for  every  farthing  of  that  sum  is  raised  upon 
and  paid  by  them.  The  allowance  arose  from 
a presumption  that  there  was  a waste  on  salt 
carried  coastwise ; and  therefore  threepence 
per  bushel  on  oil  white  salt,  and  three  half- 
pence per  bushel  on  all  rock  snlt  carried  coast- 
wise, was  allowed  to  the  dealer  in  salt.  Bdi  it 
is  certain,  that  in  such  case  there  can  be  no 
waste,  there  is  always  rather  an  increase,  be- 
cause of  its  being  very  dry  when  put  on  board, 
and  afterwards  marie  to  swell  at  d become  more 
weighty  by  the  moisture  of  the  air,  to  which- it 
is  exposed  in  the  removing  of  it  from  place  to 


! snmed  by-  the  people ; and  we  know  that  they 
always  paid  for  it  the  same  price  as  if  the  full 
duty  hail  been  paid  by  the  dealer.  Tbfs  allow- 
ance did  not  even  so  much  as  induce  the  dealer 
to  sell  cheaper,  for  the  consumer  always  paid 
for  the  carriage,  as  well  as  for  the  duty  and 
first  cost,  and  the  lunger  the  carriage  wus,  the 
consumer  always  pain  the  higher  price.  This 
11,000 1.  is  therefore  to  be  considered,  as' a part 
of  the  gross  produce. 

The  allowance  for  rock  salt  melted,  is  of  the 
same  nature.  This  arose  from  a supposition, 
that  in  the  melting  of  rock  Salt,  nhd  refining  it 
into  white  salt,  there  was  a great  waste,  and 
therefore  ten  pound  weight  in  sixty-fivd  was 
allowed  duty  free.  But  I have  been  informed, 
and  the  fact  appears  reasonable,  that  rock  salt} 
dissolved  in  fresh  water,  will  pioducc  its  own 
weight  in  white  salt,  and  when  dissolved  in  sea 
water  it  will  produce  one  fourth  part  more.  If 
we  only  suppose  that  there  is  no  tvaste,  we  must 

(resume  that  the  whole  is  bought  and  consumed 
y the  people;  and  we  knotv  that  they  always 
paid  as  much  for  white  salt  made  out  of  rock 
salt,  ns  they  did  for  any  oilier  sort  of  white 
salt;  therefore  we  must  conclude,  that  though 
this  allowance  of  ten  pound  weight  out  of  sixty- 
live,  he  a deduction  from  the  revenue,  yet  the 
duty  upon  every  grain  of  it  is  raised  upon  the 
people  ; and  consequently  this  article,  which  is 
36,000 /.  per  annum,  must  likewise  be  added  to 
the  gross  produce.  These  three  sums  therefore 
of  20,000/.  11,000/.  and  36,000/.  being  added 
to  the  gross  produce,  as  stated  by  -the  gentle- 
man who  was  pleased  to  enter  particularly 
intn  this  account,  will  make  it  nmotmt  to 
297,350/.  which  is  the  lowest  computation  we 
cau  make  of  the  sum  that  is  to  be  yearly  raised 
upon  the  people  of  England  only,  by  the  revival 

But,  Sir,  if  we  consider  the  many  frauds,  that 
have  always  been  committed  tts  to  sait  pretend- 
ed to  have  been  exported,  and  as  to  salt  pre- 
tended to  have  been  used  in  the  curing  of  fish, 
we  must  presume,  tbnt  a great  deni  more  salt 
is  every  year  used  by  the  people,  than  what 
pays  duty  to  the  public;  and  ns  the  consumer 
always  pays  the  full  price,  ns  if  the  duty  had 
been  regularly  paid  upon-  tl-e  whole,  though' 
these  frauds  occasion  a dcSuclir.n  from.the  re- 
venue, yet  the  duty  upon  the  wbole  is  paid  by 
the  people  ; and  therefore  we  most  presuihe, 
that  a much  inrger  sum  than  what  I have  men- 
tioned must  he  yenrly  raised  upon  the  people. 
This  presumption  is  brought  almost  to  a demon- , 
stration,  by  die  number  of  die  people  m this 
nation,  even  ns  computed  by  those  who. have 
spoke  in  favour  of  this  duty : according  to  their' 
own  account,  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  in 
England,  amounts  to  8.000,000;  if  then  we 
suppose  that  every  one  of  them  Uses,  one  wirtr 
another,  but  a peck  of  salt  in  a year,  we  most 
reckon  that  a shilling  at  least  is  nfiserf  upon 
every  person  by  the  means  of  thisrtth y,  beenpse 
the  laying  on  of  this  duty  makes  the- Salt  at 

JtrMrifB  '"“I1 

otherwise  be ; and  therefore  we  must  compute 
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that  by  the  reviving  of  this  duty,  there  will  be 
at  least  8,000,000  (if  shillings,  or-100,000/.  raised 
yearly  upon  che  people  of  England  only  ; and 
this  sum  I really  take  to  be  the  lowest  compu- 
lation that  can  justly  he  made. 

Let  Us  now,  Sir,  consider  what  we  are  about: 
we  are  to  raise  500,000/.  for  the  current  service 
of  tile  year ; this  we  certainly  ought  to  raise  in 
that  method,  which  will  be  least  burtiiensoihe 
to  the  nation  in  general  ; and  if  we  cliuse  to 
raise  this  sum  by  reviving  the  Salt  Duty  for 
three  years,  we  make  die  people  really  pay 
1/201), OOOl.  out  of  which  there  is  but  500,000/. 
brought  clear  irito  the  public  revenue.  If  this 
he  public  (economy;  if  this  be  common  pru- 
dence ; If  this  be  a relief  or  an  base  to  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  I leave  the  world  to  judge.  I 
think  that  I can  now  aver,  that  when  I argue 
aguiust  die  Salt-Duty,  1 plead  die  cause  of  my 
country  j I pie. id :the  cause  of  the  whole  body 
of  the  people  o U England  : I do  not  indeed 

{dead  for  a relief  to  them,  I find  there  is  no  re- 
ief  to  be  given  ; but  I plead  against  laying  n 
new,  a heavy,  an  intolerable  burthen  upon 
them.  We  uaie  by  our  former  resolutions 
made  the  raising  of  500,000/.  necessary,  hut  do 
n'O't  let  us  charge  the  people  with  the  payment 
of  1,200,000/.  in  order  to  raise  this  500,000/. 

From  what  I have  said.  Sir,  it  plainly  appears 
bow  much  mofe  expensive  it  will  be  to  the  na- 
tion, to  raise  500,000/.  by  reviving  the  Salt- 
Duty,  than  to  raise  it  by  a shilling  in  the  pound 
Land-tax;  and  yc-t  it  has  been  pretended,  that 
there  will  be  but  a small  difference  as  to  the 
expence:,  this  really  surprizes  me,  for  figures 
can  neither  he  mistaken  or  misconstrued.  In 
order  to  bring  this  difference  as  low  as  possible, 
it  has  been  pretended  that  the  raising  of  the 
Salt-duty  will  cost  but  22,000 /.  per  annum  ; 
but  I always  reckoned,  that  it  cost  full  25,000/. 
and  I must  still  reckon  so,  till  I see  it  contra- 
dicted by  the  commissioners  accounts ; for  the 
raising  nr  paying  the  19  OOOl.  annually  for  boun- 
ties wasnever  any  additional  expence  to  the  pub- 
lit.  It  has  likewise  been  pretended,  that  the 
raising  of  h shilling  in  the  pound  Land-tax, 
cost  near  18,000/.  per' annum,  by  reason  of  the 
office  kept  in  commission  for  that  purpose ; but 
these  gentlemen  forget,  that  this  office  is  kept 
up.  and  costs  as  much,  when  there  is  but  one 
•hilling  in  the  punnd  as  when  there  is  4j.  in  the  | 
pound  Land-fux,  nnd  tlu-refore  I still  insist 
upoti  it,  that  (lie  raising  of;  500,000/.  by  Is.  in  i 
the  pound  additional  Land-tax,  will  really  I 
coM  the  nation  but  13,500/.  per  annum  ex-  1 
Irabrdmnry  txpc-nce,  and  consequently  the 
difference  as  Co  this  n.tiele  in  England  only,  is 
B?  least  1 1,500/.  per  annum.  Beit  must  not  we 
add  to  this,  the  2,600/1  extraordinary  charge  in 
the  victualling  office,  occasioned  by  this'  duty  ? 
•nice  tltis'is  ctTtaitily  n charge  brought  upon  the 
nation  by  rei'ivihg  this  duty,  which  we  should 
nljt  be  liable  to,  if  v/e  should  raise  what  money 
wewnrit,  by  a Land-tax.  Must  not  we  likewise  i 
add  the  20,000/.  per  annum  allowed  for  prompt  , 
payment?  lor  us  this  is  mi  benefit  to  the  con-  I 
autrtttr,  pSt>Rte-jHSt 


much  as  the  23,000 /.  is,  which  is  paid  for 
management.  These  three  sums  added  toge- 
ther make  the  real  difference  of  the  yearly  ex-  , 
pence,  between  the  Suit-tax,  and  a shilling  in 
the  pound  Land-tax,  amount  yearly  to  34,100/,! 
This,  I say,  Sir,  is  the  yearly  difference;  hut  I 
hope  no  utari  that  considers  it  will  pretend,  that 
this,  or  even  three  times  this  sum,  is  the  whole 
diff  erence  of  the  expence  the  nation  is.  to  be  at, 
in  raising  500,000/.  by  a Salt-duty  in  three 
years,  instead  of  raising  500,000/.  by  a shilling 
in  the  pound  Land-tax  in  one  year;  for  the 
difference  will  then  be  a great  deal  more  than 
three  times  this  sum.  We  must  then  reckon 
the  whole  expence  of  the  Salt-duty  for  three 
years,  nnd  from  that  deduct  the  expence  of  j 
raising  Is.  in  the- pound  land-tax  for  one  year 
otdy : the  Salt-tax  will  then  cost  us  three 
times  25,000/.  or  75,000/.  for  management;  > 
three  times  2.600/.  or  7,800/.  for  extraordinary  | 
expence  in  the  navy  ; and  three  times  20,000/.  i 
or  60,000/.  for  prompt  payment ; which  three  I, 
sums  added  together  amount  to  142,800/.  and 
from  this  we  are  only  to  deduct  13,500/.  viz. 
one  year’s  expence  of  raising  a shilling  in  die 
pound  upon  land,  the  remaining  sum  will  then 
be  129,300/.  this  is  the  real  difference  of  the  1 
expeuce  which  the  nntion  is  to  pay  for  the  rais-  I 
ing  of  this  500,000/.  in  three  years  'by  a Salt-  | 
duty,  instend  of  raising  it  in  one  year  by  a ' 
Land-tax.  This  is  near  26  per  cent,  and  if  wo 
add  the  additional  expence  in  Scotland,  and 
the  interest  which  the  public  must  pay  upon 
borrowing  this  500,000/.  for  the  current  service 
of  the  year,  it  will,  I am  sure,  amount  to  above  j 
SO  per  cent,  which,  I must  say,  is  a pretty  con-  1 
siderable  premium  for  three  years  forbearance  l 
of  payment,  even  if  the  nation  were  not  to  pay  , 
a shilling  of  the  money  till  the  full  end  of  the 
term.  How  consistent  it  may  be  with  the  pub-  I 
lie  good  of  this  nation,  to  pay  so  high  a pre-  j 
mium  for  forbearance,  I shall  not  determine;  I 
but  I am  sure  it  will  be  inconsistent  with  the  i 
private  good  of  any  honest  man  in  the  kingdom  J 
to  pay  such  a premium.  This,  Sir,  is  the  most  r 
favourable  light  that  the  affair  before  us  con  j1 
with  any  tolerable  reason  be  put  in,  even  by  i 
those  who  appear  most  sanguine  for  the  revivul  ,! 
of  this  duty  ; but  if  we  consider  it  in  the  light  | 
I have  before  put  it  in,  nnd  suppose  that 
400,000/.  is  to  be  raised  yearly  upon  the  peo-  ,| 

I pie,  by  die  mentis  of  this  duty,  it  will  dien  up-  |! 
pear  much  more  odious : for  upon  dint  suppo-  || 
sidon,  which,  I am  afraid,  will  prove  too  true, 
the  nation  is  to  pay  700,000/.  for  three  years  j 
i forbearance  of  the  payment  of  500,000/.  which.  I 
is  a premium  of  very  near  150  per  cent,  for  for-  J 

ben run cc. 

To  pretend,  Sir,  that  this  duty  connot  give  'i 
occasion !to  atiy,  great  frauds  or  perjuries,  be-  | 
cause  there  is  little  or  uo  money  advanced  by  p 
the  subject,  and  repaid  by  die  government 
upon  any  event,  is  to  me  a little  odd.  It  is  I 
not  the  repayment  of  money  by  die  govern-  | 
ment  that  is  the  cause  of  frauds  and  perjuries  ; ■ 
it  is  she  grdat  advantage  that  a private  dealer  I 
•>?  ,ucU 
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frauds  and  perjuries,  that  tempts  him  to  the 
committing  of  Such.  He  does  not  consider 
from  whom,  but  how  much  money  he  may 
make  by,  such  a fraud  ; and  -therefore  in  all 
manner  of  taxes,  where  the  taxor  duty  amounts 
to  much  more  than  Ihe  prime  cost,  there  have 
always  been,  and  always  will  be  'great- frauds; 
if  the  dealer  can  by  any  fraud  avoid  paying  the 
duty,  lie  makes  his  advantage  by  selling  at  a 
high  price.  Considering  then  that  this  duty  to 
be  hud  upon  salt  is  no  less  than  ten  times  the 
price  it  may  be  bought  Ibr  at  the  pits,  what  it 
fruitful  fund  do  we  establish  for  frauds  and  per- 
juries ? It  may  not  perhaps  he  easy  to  smuggle 
salt  away  from  the  pits  without  paying  the 
duty  ; but  how  easy  will  it  be  for  the  denier, 
after  lie  has  given  bond  to  pay  the  duty,  and 
taken  the  salt  away  from  the  pits,  to  put  it 
aboard  of  n ship,  and  ve-land  it  again  at  some 
bye  creek  or  corner,  or  by  some  other  way  to 
get  a certificate  of  its  having  been  exported  ; 
by]  this  fraud  be  gets  up  the  bond  which  he 
gave  for  the  duty,  and  though  lie  gains  no 
money  back  from  i he  government,  yet  when  he 
sells  to  the  consumer  suit  for  four  or  five  shil- 
lings n bushel,  which  cost  him  but  a groat  n 
bushel,  does  he  not  make  a delicious,  a tempt- 
ing profit  ? And  the  more  tempting  it  must  be, 
because  of  the  liule  risk  he  runs ; for  he  risks 
only  the  loss  of  a groat,  for  the  venture  of  mak- 
ing four  shillings  clear  profit.  If  he  can  but 
cheat  the  public,  he  drives  the  trade,  I may 
say,  of  an  apothecary,  nud  makes  a shilling  of 
every  penny  he  lays  out.  Again,  as  to  the  salt 
delivered  duty-free  for  the  fishery,  there  is  still 
a greater  temptation,  since  it  depends  entirely 
upon  the  honesty  of  the  curers  themselves; 
none  but  themselves  can  tell  what  quantities 
they  have  made  use  of:  If  they  can  but  sell 
their  salt  privately  to  dealers  or  consumers, 
they  may  get  free  of  the  duty  by  swearing  that 
the  whole  was  employed  in  curing  of  fish;  and 
considering  what  little  regard  is  had  to  what  is 
now,  by  way  of  proverb,  called  n Custom-house 
oath,  I am  afraid  this  sort  of  perjury  will  be 
by  much  too  frequent:  Nor  is  the  loss  sustain- 
ed by  the  revenue  the  only  disadvantage ; these 
baits  and  temptations  that  are  thrown  in  the 
people’s  way  for  perjuring  themselves,  may 
really  at  last  destroy  all  sort  of  morality  and 
common  honesty  among  them ; and  may  so 
much  diminish  that  regnrd  which  every  man 
ought  to  have  for  an  oath,  that  no  man's  life 
or  properly  can  he  secure,  against  the  plots 
and  perjuries  of  his  neighbours.  . 

As  to  our  manufacturers  and  poor  labourers, 
this  tax  certainly  will  be  a charge  upon  every 
one  of  tliem  in  general.  It  will  be  a shilling 
at  least  to  every  single  man  or  woman  that  is 
fit  for  labour ; and  if  we  suppose  a poor  man 
to  have  a wife  and  three  small  children,  we 
can  hardly  suppose  him  to  make  use  of  less 
than  a bushel  of  salt  a year  for  his  family ; to 
such  a man  this  tax  will  amount  to  at  least  4s. 
6d.  per  annum.  Such  a thing  as  a shilling,  or 
a crown, 

gentleman  ol  a mrge  estate  and  easy  circum- 


stance*, but  a poor  man  feels  sometimes  se- 
verely the  want  of  n shilling;  many  ■ poor 
man  has,  for  want  of  a shilling,  been  obliged  to 
pawn  the  only  whole  Cost  he  had  to  his  hack, 
and  has  newer  been  able  to  redeem  it  again. 
Kven  n- limbing,  to  a poor  man  iso  considerable 
sum  ; what  shills  do  the  frugal  turning  them 
make,  to  save  even  a farthing  ? Let  lis  hut 
imagine  oarselves  in  the  condition  of  a poor 
labourer,  with  n wife  and  three  children,  al- 
most the  whole  of  the  wife’s  time  taken  up  in 
looking  after  the  children,  and  the  husband 
working  for  a shilling  n day,  and  we  shnll-ensily 
see  how  hard  it  is  to  tnnke  such  a poor  man 
pay  n tax  of  four  or  five  shillings  a year,  for 
the  snlt  he  mast  make  use  of  fer  the  scanty 
support  of  hiniselr and  family. 

This  tax  must  therefore  be  a charge  Upon 
all  our  manufactures  in  general,  I shall  suppose 
it  ns  small  os  any  gentleman  pleases,  yet  it 
must  be  some;  for  if  it  be  a chhrge  upon  tho 
manufacturers,  they  must  lay  it  upon  the  ma- 
nufactures they  deal  in;  and  if  *e  consider 
how  narrowly  the  merchant,  especially  the  fo- 
reign merchant,  goes  to  work  in  the' bargains 
he  makes,  we  must  see  what  a disadvantage 
this  tax  may  be  to  our  export  of  manufactures. 
If  any  of  our  neighbours  can  sell  but  one  tenth 
part  of  a farthing  in  a yard  cheaper  than  we 
can  do,  they  will  nt  last  turn  us  entirely  out  of 
the  business.  This  holds  ns  to  nil  our  manu- 
factures in  general,  but  as  to  some  particular 
manufactures,  such  as  glass,  leather,  earthen- 
ware, &c.  it  is  still  more  grievous,  because  salt 
is  one  of  the  materials  made  use  of  in  their 
very  composition,  and  therefore  I hope  if  this 
duty  be  revived,  there  will  be  an  exception  as 

I find  it  is  granted  by  all,  that  the  making 
use  of  salt  is  an  improvement  to  land ; hut  it 
is  snid,  that  this  tnx  cannot  injure  such  im- 
provements, because  every  man  may  have  as 
much  foul  salt  duty-free  at  the  pits  as  he  pleases, 
provided  be  has  an  officer  along  with  hun.  But 
does  not  every  man  see,  that  this  can  only  be 
of  advantage  to  those  whose  lands  lie  near  the 
salt-pits  ? even  as  to  them,  this  duty  will  he  an 
additional  charge,  for  they  cannot  get  mi  officer 
to  attend  for  nothing  ; we  all  know  ihat  when 
a man  is  once  got  into  an  office,  he  has  many 
ways  of  squeezing  a perquisite  from  those,  who 
are  obliged  to  apply  to  him,  and  him  only. 
And  as  to  all  lands  that  lie  nt  a distance  from 
salt-pits,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the  reviving 
of  this  tax  will  be  a full  bar  to  any  future  im- 
provements of  them  by  salt,  which  is  an  im- 
provement that  has  been  successfully  made  use 
of,  through  all  parts  of  England,  ever  since  the 
duty  was  taken  off.  • 

It  has,  I think,  in  this  debate  been  admitted 
by  all,  tlmt  the  duty  upon  the  snlt  mnde  use  of 
in  curing  the  salt  provisions  necessary  for  a 
ship  of  150  tons,  for  a six  month’s  voyage,  will 
amount  to  40i. ; and  yet  it  has  been  asserted 
by  some,  that  the  reviving  of  this  doty  will  be 

in  Jattlw  WlJUlllftiM W* 

tain.  Those  who  reason  in  Urn  manner,  M 
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not  surely  consider  the  frugality  and  sparing- 
nets  that’ must  be  observed  in  trade.  I nm 
sure  there  is  nut  a merchant  in  Europe,  that 
lins  Occasion  to  freight  a ship,  but  nil  I think 
40 1.  a very  great  difference  in  the  freight  be- 
tween two  ships  of  150  tons  each,  if  they  be  of 
equal  goodness  in  every  other  respect ; and  he 
will  always  employ  tiiat'ship  winch  he  can  have 
40;.  cheaper  than  the  other.  This  must  put  a 
full  stop  to  the  employing  of  any  English  ship, 
or  to  the  victualling  of  any  ship  in  England, 
where  another  ship  can  be  made  use  of,  or 
when  a ship  can  be  victualled  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world ; and  therefore  it  must  be  not 
only  a burden  upon  our  navigation,  bnt  we 
must  consider,  tlmt  it  would  soon  be  the  entire 
destruction  of  our  navigation,  and  consequently 
of  our  navy,  if  it  were  not  for  fbe  Navigation 
Act,  and  some  natural  advantages  which  we 
Imve  over  the  rest  of  the  world.  I do  not 
know  how  some  gentlemen  may  get,  or  how 
they  may  spend  their  estates ; but  in  an  affair 
which  dtieffy  regards  the  trade,  nnd  the  trades- 
men of  this'  nation,  1 ntn  surprised  to  hear 
shillings  nnd  crowns,  nay  even  pounds  sterling, 
talked  of  iu  go  light  nnd  trivial  a manner  : The 
nor  tradesman  may  be  properly  said  to  earn 
is  living  by  the  sweat  of  bis  brow  ; and  if  be 
does  not  consider  every  farthing  that  he  is  to 
lay  out,  hu  will  Soon  come  not  to  have  a farth- 
ing to  pny  for  n hit  of  bread  : To  such  a man, 
even  the  Imlf-farthing,  which  is  now  so  con- 
temptuously talked  of,  would  be  of  mighty  . 
consequence. 

I come  now,  Sir,  to  consider  this  tax  with 
respect  to  that  honest,  industrious  and  frugal 
set  of  people,  tire  farmers  of  England.  I hope 
there  are  but  few  of  them  as  yet  obliged  to  live 
iu  the  inanuer  ns  hath  been  represented-  I 
hope  no  farmer  in  England  is  ns  yet  obliged  to 
mnke  his  family  dine  upon  bread  und  cheese,  or 
upon  boiled  cabbnge,  without  a hit  of  pickled 
pork,  sail-beef,  or  bacon,  to  give  them  a savour, 
t do  not  know  indeed  what  they  may  be 
brought  to, if  We  begin  to  multiply  excises  upon 
them ; hut  1 must  now  consider  ihc-tu  in  their 
present  way  of  living:  in  that  way  I must  look 
upon  them  and  their  servants,  as  making  use  of 
some  salt-provisions  almost  every  day  in  the 
week,  for  the  whole  year  round:  iu  such  a 
view,  1 nm  sure,  n fmnilv  of  sixteen  working 
persons,  will  consume  in  salt  n deal  more  than  a 
shilling's  worth  a beud,  according  as  it  must 
sell  after  this  duty  is  laid  on ; I believe  they 
will  consume  above  two  shillings  worth  a piece; 
and  it  has  been  computed  by  men  who- -under- 
stood thoroughly  the  cecouomy  of  their  family, 
that  a family  ol  ten  persons  would  /or  all  uses 
generally  cost  the  master  at  least  six-pence  a 
week  for  salt,  according  to  the  price  it  sold  At 
formerly,  when  this  duty  was  subsisting.  At 
tliis  rata  there  is  scarcely  a fanner  in  England, 
but  must  pay  above  twenty  shillings  a year  to- 
wards this  tax,  aud  if  be  pays  a rack'd  rent,  I 
do/not  know  where  he  is  to  get  this  twenty 
shillings,  unless  he  runs  in  arrenr  to  his  land- 
lord, iu  ciideV^d1'fe^^Whatl2ie'‘hStl!!fiphyithdr 


tax-gatherer  i in  such  n ense,  l helieve,  our 
landed-gentlemen  will  not  get  much  by  the  re- 
lief that  is  now  pretended  to  be  given  them. 
But  besides  this  additional  family-expeuce 
upon  the  farmers,  we  know  that  they  mnke  use 
of  a great  deal  of  salt  for  severnl  uses  in  hus- 
bandry: the  advantages  made  thereby  they 
3t  now  give  up,  or  otherwise  they  must  par 
dear  for  the  preserving  of  them. 

I hope.  Sir,  I am  as  sensibly  touched  ns  any 
man  with  the  difficulties,  that  many  of  the 
landed-gentlemen  in  England  Inbuur  under; 
and  I shall  always  be  as  ready  as  any  umn  to 
approve  of  any  measures  fur  giving  them  a real 
relief:  hut  1 shall  never  pretend  to  amuse 
them,  or  to  impose  upon  their  good  sense,  hy 
calling  that  a relief,  which  is  only  taking  a bur- 
then off  oua  of  their  shoulders,  and  putting,  it 
upon  the  other;  and  that  this  is  the  only  re- 
lief now  proposed  for  them,  I can,  I think,  de- 
monstrate as  clearly,  as  ever  any  thing  was  de- 
monstrated by  numbers.  1 believe  no  man 
will  pretend  that  any  gentleman  of  a free  estate 
of  500/.  n year  iu  land,  or  upwards,  is  in  the 
present  case  an  object  of  compassion,  or  that 
Lhc  relieving  of  such  men  from  the  payment  of 
a shilling  in  the  pound  land-tux,  can  imve  any 
weight  in  the  present  debate;  and  as  for  those 
gentlemen  wbo-have  large  estates  in  land,  but 
heavily  charged  with  mortgages,  if  they  will,  fur 
the  sake  of  grandeur  and  the  iiuine  of  u great 
estate,  continue  to  pay  the  land-tax  and  the 
interest  upon  the  mortgages,  it  is  certainly  their 
own  fault,  and  therefore  thty  do  not  deserve 
the  consideration  of  this  House.  The  landed- 
gentlemen  then,  whose  estates  nre  under  500/. 
a yean,  are  the  only  persons  whose  condition 
ana  circumstances  can  in  the  present  case  be 
of  any  consequence;  and  as  to  such,  let  us  ex- 
amine whether  what  is  now  proposed  will  prove 
to  be  of  any  relief  to  them.  It  is  well  known; 
that  there  are  mauy  landed-gentlemen  iu 
England,  whose  estates  are  valued  so  low,  that 
they  do  not  pay  above  a grunt  of  the  -lulling  in 
tlie  pound  land-tax ; it  is  certain,  .that  there 
are  few  nr  no  Iniidedgeutlemeii  who  pay  the 
whole  shilling;  there  is  not,  1 believe,  one  es- 
tate in  .England  that  is  rated  at  the  full  value, 
with  respect  to  the  land-tax ; it  may  therefore 
he  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  all  the  land- 
estates  in  England  are,  one  with  another,  rnted 
for  the  land-tax  at  one  half  of  the  real  value. 
It  has  been  admitted,  that  a farmer  of  100/.  u 

{car,  has  generally  sixteen  persons  in  family ; 

think  we  may  then  reasonably  suppose,  that 
the  hmded-geiilleinen  in  England  of  400/.  .a  | 
year,  keep  one  with  another  twenty  persons. in 

family;  nnd  upon  these  suppositions  let  us  see  i 

what  relief  the  gentleman  of  400/.  a year  is  to 
receive  from  the  fine  scheme  now  before  us.  • 
Such  n man’s  estate  is  supposed  to  he  valued  at 
200/.  a year  as  to  the  land-tux,  consequently  at  , 
Is.  in  the  pound  lie  saves  only  10 1.  iu  the 
whole,  by  taking  off  this  shilling.  Now  let  us  i 
consider  what  lie  must  pay  to  the  duty  on  salt 
consumed  in  his  family : a common  farmer  with 

s«»hj»rab&|  «>  p»e 
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Od.  a week  for  the  salt  consumed  in  Iris-family,  | 
ond  therefore  a common  farmer  with  twenty 
persons  in  his  family;- muse  lie  supposed  to  pur 
is.,  n week,  one  « tth. another,  for  the  .mlc  con; 
sumi-d  on:  his  Ip  only  ; mid  if  we  consider  the 
grti-l  waste  tlnU  is  made  of  that  lOoinmodiiT 
about  a “entlciwau'sf  inrily,  and  ihe-manjiviri- 
tors  and -their  servants,  mid  the  poor  necessi- 
tous neighbour-,  chat  well.  always  he  ‘hUiigiiig-ui 
or  nhoot  u genlli-iin.ti's  tuuuly-ivho.bat  uiiestii'e 
of  400/.  a year,  ive  canout  allow  less  than 
eighteen  peony  worm  til  suit  columned  weekly 
about  such  a gentleman's  family:;  ne  limit 
therefore  suppose,  tlmt  tvery  gentleman  of'sucli 
an  estate,  pa  vs  yearly  for  sdlt  consumed  in  ins 
family  91.  18s.  aud  since,  by  the  luyingion  this 
duty,  we  raise  suit  to  above  ten  times  the  price 
it  Ipruierly  sold  at;  therefore  we  must  con- 
clude,-tint  nine  tenths  ul  3/.  18s.  that  is,  about 
Si.  10s.  is  y.  arly  drawn  Imiii  every  gentleman 
of  400/.  u year,  by  means  of  this  duly  nn  salt ; | 
and  as  le’is  to  pay  this  sum  yearly  lor  three 
veins  instead  of  the  10 /.  land-tax,  which  lie  is 
by  thi.«  menus,  to  be  made  fret  oi,  isit  not  plain 
alid  evident,  tliat  he  pays  ten  guineas  in  three 
years,  for  the  sake  of  getting;  free  of  the  pay- 
ment uf  10/.  in  one  yon.r?  The  utmost  then, 
i iint  can  be  pretended,  is,  that  he  saves  by  this 
fine  scheme  about  half  a year’s  interest  upon 
10/.  Is  this  the  relief  so  mightily  bragg’d  of? 
Will  any  gentleman  of  common  sense  choose 
to  have  his  tanners,  his  cottagers,  his  labourers, 
mid  the  manufacture's  that  consume  the  pro- 
duce, of  Ins  lunds,  heavily  taxed,  in  order  to 
save-4  or  6».  ia’ew.st  upon  the  10/.  that  he  was 
to  have  paid  to  the  land-tax. 

This  is  the  case,  Sir,  ns  to  landed-gentlemen 
of 400/.  a year,  hut  uvto  all  the  lanried-gentle- 
men  of  smaller  fortunes,  they  will  be  losers  by 
this  measure  that  is  proposed  for  their  relief. 
Their  families  cannot  be  a great  deal  less  nu- 
merous than  the  ctlicjs;  their  servants  will  lie 
ns  Wasteful,  and  they  must  entertain  their  visi- 
tors'as  well  as  the  oilier;  therefore  we  cannot 
suppose  that  any  gentleman’s  family  in  the 
country  will  cost  Him  mnch  less  than  Is.  a week 
for  suit;  at  this  rate  lie  must  pay  yearly  to- 
wards the  doty  now  th  he  laid  on, nhoirt  2/.  7s. 
this  amounts  in  three  yenri  to  7 /.  so  that  a gen- 
tleman of  200/.  nyear,  will  be2/..0utiif  pocket, 
and  a gentleman  of  100/.  a year,  will  be  4/. 
10s.  out -if  pocket,  by  reviving  the  salt-duty  for 
three-years, 'mstend  of  Is.  in  the  pound  land-tax 
for  one  year ; and  » hether  those  gentlemen 
that  hate  great  families  to  maintain,  many 
children  to  provide  for,  and  hut  one,  two,  nr 
three  hundred  n year  land-rent,  to  answer  all 
their  Occasions,  are  not  the  greatest  objects  of 
compassion,  nny,  are  nut  the  only  objects  of 
compassion  among  the  landed-gentlemen  in 
England,' I leave  the  wtn  Id  t«  judge.  Every 
gentleman  that  ever  kept  nn  account  of  the  ex- 
pellees of  his  family,  must  tic  u judge,  whether 
the  suppositions  1 Imve  made  are  just : if  they 
are  just,  I am  sure  the  figures  cannot  be  con- 
troverted; and  therefore,  I hope,  we,  shall 
hear  no 

given  to  the  louded-gentlemen  of  England. 
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Tl  wring  thus  shewed  to  what  sort  of  people 
this  snlt-duty-will  be  a disadvantage,  I think  ic 
‘would  not  be  just  in  ine,  not  to  take  some  no- 
tice of  those  to  whom  it  will  be  an  immediate 
ndvhotnge.  As  co-nil- lb#  gentlemen  in  England 
nf  very. iargo  land-estates,  it  will  be  nn  imme- 
diate advantage;  it  will,  indeed,  save  a trifle  to 
them!  With  respect  to  them,  I hope,  I may 
lie  allow'd  to  make  use  of  thB  word  tritie;  a 
sum  of  mousy  may  he  called  a trills  w hen  ap- 
plied to  tl-.e  rich,  hut  to  the  poor  no  sum  of 
money  mm  Improperly  said  to  he  a trifle.  Rut 
this  immediate  advantage  accruing  to  the  r-.ch 
landed-hien;  will  he  soon  overbalanced  by -t I te 
j cum  that  it  will  bring  upon  their  country,  u:id 
| upon- their  own  particular  estates;  and"!  am 
I glad  to  find,  tlr.it  most  of  the  rich  landed-gentler 
I men  in  England  ate  upon  the  same  side  of  tbs 
qaestloirwith  me.  It  shews  a generous  can- 
tempt  of  private  advantage, ’when  opposed  to 
I [lie  public  good  ; but  those  who  will  reap  the 
gren'est  advantage  from  the  measure  non  pro; 
posed,  are  those  who  are  in  good  posts  and 
places,  aud  have  handsome  salaries  coming  in. 
It  is  very  true,  tliat  their  salaries  are  rated  at 
the  full  value  of  the  land-tax:  the  taking  orf  Is. 
in  the  pound  land-tax,  i3  really  putting  5 per 
cent,  into  their  pockets,  which  cannot  be  drawn 
out  again  by  the  salt-duty,  because. they  either 
keep  no  families,  or  they  keep  their  families  in 
town,  where  most  of  their  servants  are  at  board- 
wages.  To  such  gentlemen  the  measure  now 
proposed  will  certainly  be  advantageous,  and  to 
such  only  that  compassion  which  we  have  heard 
so  much  of,  is  properly  to  be  applied.  Bot 
one  would  not  think  that  a man  who  has  100/ 
a year  from  the  public,  should  grudge  to  pay  5/. 
a year  out  of  it  to  the  public  qxpence;  or  that 
the  saving  St.  n year  in  such  n man's  pocket, 
slioold  be  such  a mighty  concern  to  every  mtm 
who  has  the  good  of  his  country  at  heart.  I ntn 
persuaded  tliat  every  gentleman  who  bus  the 
good  fortune  to  be  in  any  such  place  or  employ » 
inent,  will  shew  ns  generous  a contempt  of 
self-interest,  and  us  honourable  a regard  for  the 
public  good,  as  is  or  cun  be  shewn  by.  the  gen- 
lleinen  of  great  land-estates,  w ho  with  them  are 
the  only  persons  io  the  nation  that  can  reap  any 
benefit  from  the  measure  now  proposed. 

Since  then  it  appears  plain,  that  what  is  now 
proposed  can  be  no  mnnner  of  relief,  but  will  cer- 
tainly be  an  additional  charge  upon  the  landed- 
gentlemen  of  small  estates ; and  since  they 
are  the  only  landed-gentlemen  in  England,  who 
stand  in  need  of,  anil  deserve  die  compassion 
of  this  House,  I think  all  the  arguments  that 
can  be  drawn  from  pity  and  compassion,  come 
full  against  pur  agreeing  to  the  revival  of  tins 
duty  upon  salt ; and  tht-relore  I may  now  in 
my 'turn  plead  with  all  those  who  hear  me,  to 
have  pity  and  compassion  upon  the  poor 
landed-gentlemen  in  England.  How  hard  will 
it  be  u>  make  a poor  lauded  gentleman  of  ■ 
hundred  a year  pay  7/.  instead  of  50*.  f Why 
should  the  poor  landed-gentlemen  be  so  much 
over-charged  for  the  sake  of  a small  ease  to 
W hWe^fotie®  esfcib&f  iti  told,  or  con- 
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Bid crablc  salaries  coming  in  from  a post 
place  that  gives  them  little  or  no  trouble?  This 
is  really,  il  1 may  be  allowed  to  make  use  of 
the  words,  ‘ Giving  to  the  rich,  and  sending 
‘ the  poor  empty  away.'  But  in  the  present 
case,  our  compassion  pleads  not  only  for  the 
poor  landed-gentlemen,  but  for  all  the  poor  of 
the  nation.  Let  us.  but  consider  how  many 
poor  families  are  maintained  upon  8 d.  or  Is.  a 
day,  which  the  father  tarns  by  hard  labour  and 
toil : A bushel  of  salt  is  the  least  that  can  be 
consumed  in  a year  by  a poor  man,  his  wife, 
and  three  or  four  small  children : IIow  cruel  is 
it  to  take  four  or  five  shillings  a year  away 
from  the  support  of  such  a poor  family,  more 
especially  when  one  half  of  that  money,  at 
least,  is  to  be  made  a compliment  of  to  wealthy 
or  fraudulent  dealers,  or  to  idle  and  profligate 
tax-gatherers?  I hope  every  man  that  hears  me, 
will  allow  his  pity,  and  compassion  to  exert  it- 
self to  its  utmost  height.  I hope  every  man 
will  consider  upon  which  side  of  the  present 
question  are  the  cries  of  the  poor  and  the 
wretched,  and  the  blessings  of  those  that  are 
yet  unborn.  The  happiness  or  misery  of  poste- 
rity, the  flourishing  or  decay  of  our  trade  and 
commerce,  the  preservation  or  loss  of  our  liber- 
ties, in  my  opinion,  depend  in  a great  measure 
upon  the  question  now  before  us ; nnd  there- 
fore I am  persuaded  that  every  gentleman  will 
consider  it  thoroughly,  before  he  determines 
what  he  is  to  do. 

Then  the  question  being  put  upon  sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole’s  motion,  it  passed  iu  the  affirma- 
tive, by  225  agaiust  187. 

Feb.  10.  Upon  the  report  of  the  Resolutions 
of  the  .Committee,  and  the  moiiou  made  for 
agreeing  to  .them,  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  ip  ti  e affirmative,  by  205  agaiust  176,  i 
and  a Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  pur-  1 
suant  to  those  Resolutions. 

The  Pension  Bill  passes  the  Commons.]  This 
day,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sandys,  the 
Pension  Bill  was  read  a third  time,  without  any 
one  speech  being  made  against  it ; and  Mr. 
Sandys  was  ordered  to  carry  the  Bill  to  the 
Lords,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Quarrel  between  Mr.  Pulteney  and  Mr. 
Pelham .]  February  11.  The  House  being  in- 
formed, . that,  from  some  words,  which  had 
been  spoken  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Pelham  and 
Mr.  Pulteney,  it  was  apprehended,  a Quarrel 
might  ensue ; and  that  Mr.  Pulteney  was  gone 
out  of  the.House; 

Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  attend- 
ing this  House,  do  go,  and  summon  Mr.  Pul- 
tcney to  attend  the  service  of  the  House  imme- 
diately. 

. Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pelham  and  Mr,  Pulte- 
ney be  enjoined  not  to  prosecute  any  quarrel, 
or  shew  any  further  resentment,  for  what  has 
passed  between  them  in  this  House. 

Then  the  Seijeaut  at  Arms  being  returned ; 
and  Mr.  Pulteney  being  come  into  the  House ; 
Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  him  with  the  informa- 
tion, w hieliTthe  HiHueibaitiicci tied  -in  re'ii'icEr : 


(OSS 

himself  and  Mr.  Pelham,  and  with  the  in.  ' 
junction  of  the  House  thereupon  : alter  which  ■ 
they  severally  stood  up  in  their  places,  to  ex-  1 
plain  themselves;  but  not  having  given  tha  , 
House  satisfaction,  as  to  their  complying  wid,  ; 
the  said  injunction,  and  it  being  insisted  upon, 
that  they  should  be  more  explicit,  they  stood  up  1 
again  in  their  places,  and  severally  declared, 
that  they  would  obey  the  order  of  the  House. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Pension- Bill.]  j 
Feb.  17.  A Message  was  brought  from  the  ■ 
Commons  by  Mr.  Sandys  and  others,  with  a 
Bill  entitled,  “ An  Act  for  making  more  effec- 
tual the  laws  in  being  for  disabling  persons  from 
joeing  chosen  members  of,  or  sitting  or  voting  ■ 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  who  have  any  Pen- 
sion  during  pleasure,  orfor  any  number  of  years, 
or  any  offices  held  in  trust  lor  them;”  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  1 
After  reading  the  Bill, 

The  Lord  De  la  War  * stood  up  and  spoke 
as  follows  ; 

My  Lords, 

I find  that  the  Bill  which  has  been  now  read 
to  your  lordships,  is  to  the  very  same  purpose,  j 
and  clniost  in  the  very  same  words  with  that 
which  has  already  been  twice  refused  by  your  ! 
lordships;  and  therefore  T cannot  but  look  upon 
the  sending  up  of  such  a Bill  as  an  indignity  offer-  I 
ed  to  this  House,  lor  which  reason  I must  be  of 
opinion  that  the  Bill  ought  to  he  rejected. 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  spoke  next : 

It  is  very  true,  my  Lords,  that  a Bill  to  the 
same  purport,  and  almost  in  the  very  same  “ 
words  with  the  Bill  now  before  us,  has  been 
twice  seat  up,  and  as  often  refused  by  this  j 
House:  But  we  must  remember  tliat  the  Bill  • 
never  came  the  length  of  a Committee.  If  your 
lordships  had  last  year  thought  tit  to  take  the 
Bill  then  sent  to  you  under  your  consideration 
in  a Committee,  the  several  clauses  thereof  * 
.would  hnve  been  particularly  examined,  and  it 
would  have  been  known  what  were  the  clauses 
or  words  which  your  lordships  took  exception 
to;  but  as  no  such  thing  was  done,  the  gentle-, 
men  of  the  other  House  could  not  know  how  to 
amend  the  Bill,  or  what  alterations  they  should 
make  ; for  which  reason  I must  think  that  the  ! 
sending  up  of  this  in  the  same  words  with  the 
former,  is  shewing  the  utmost  respect  to  t ins  ■ 
House,  by  leaving  it  intirely  to  your  lordships  j 
to  alter  and  amend  the  Rill  in  such  manner  as 
you  shall  judge  proper. 

Corruption,  my  Lords,  is  an  evil  that  has 
been  always  thought  to  be  of  a most  pernicious  J 
cousequence,  and  therefore  there  have  been  - 
many  acts  of  Parliament  made  for  preventing  | 
it : In  the  very  Act  of  Settlement  there  is  a _ 
clause  for  this  end  ; in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne  ■ 
there  were  several  regulations  made  lor  the  j 
same  purpose ; and  in  the  very  first  parliament  I 
of  his  late  majesty,  there  w as  an  act  made  for  p 
preventing  the  effects  of  this  dangerous  evil,  j] 

* Appointed  Treasurer  of  his  Majesty’s  House- 
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This  shews  time  the  bringing  in  of  such  Bills  ns 
the  Bill  now  before  us,  was  never  thought  to 
be  doing  any  injury  to  the  crown  ; upon  the 
contrary,  the  honour  nud  safety  of  the  crown 
depends  upon  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the 
members  of  Parliament,  nnd  therefore  we  can 
never  presume  that  the  crown  will  be  against 
any  measure  that  can  be  proposed  for  prevent- 
ing any  illegal  and  corrupt  influence  upon  any 
of  the  members  of  either  House.  One  design 
of  bringing  this  Bill  in,  and  passing  it  in  the 
other  House,  was  to  wipe  oft’  any  suspicion  of 
corruption,  that  there  might  be  against  them  : 
do  not  let  us,  my  Lords,  deprive  them  of  the 
ouly  means  they  have  of  convincing  the  world, 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  among  them.  If 
there  he  any  word,  if  there  he  any  clause  in  this 
Bill,  that  nmy  seem  to  be  of  bad  consequence, 
your  lordsliips  may  amend  it,  or  you  may  leave 
it  out.  Au  objection  against  any  particular 
clause,  may  be  a reason  for  altering  nr  amend- 
ing the  Bill,  but  it  never  can  be  a reason  for 
throwing  it  out  altogether  ; 1 shall  therefore  be, 
my  Lords,  for  ordering  it  to  he  read  a second 
time,  that  wc  may  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering it  seriously,  and  making  such  amend- 
ments as  shall  be  thought  proper. 

Lord  Falmouth  * replied  ; 

My  Lords ; The  Bill  now  before  us  beats  a 
very  specious  title  or  preamble ; from  the  first 
view  thereof  one  would  be  apt  to  cunclude,  that 
something  very  beneficial  for  this  nation  were 
intended  ; but  upon  u more  serious  perusal,  we 
find,  that  at  bottom  there  is  really  nothing  in- 
teuderi,  that  can  in  the  least  contribute  to  the 
public  good.  We  all  know,  my  Lords,  how 
some  motions  come  to  be  made,  and  how  some 
Bills  coine  to  be  brought  into  the  other  House. 
Such  Bills  as  this  now  before  us,  are  often 
brought  in  hy  would-be  ministers,  that  is,  by 
gentlemen  who  affect  popularity,  and  set  them- 
selves up  as  protectors  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  under  that  pretence  encourage  and 
promote  faction  and  discontent-  in  order  there- 
by to  raise  themselves  to  be  the  chief  men  in 
the  administration  of  the  public  affairs  of  the 
nation.  I shall  always  be  ready  to  join  in  rea- 
sonable measures  for  insuring  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  the  people  ; and  if  any  attempts 
were  making  against  them,  I should  he  as  ready 
as  any  man  to  concert  measures  for  shortening 
the  arms  of  the  crown  : But,  my  Lords,  when  I 
find  that  no  attempts  are  made  hy  the  crown, 
against  the  liberties  of  the  people;  when  I find 
that  the  popular  cries  for  liberty  are  raised  and 
spirited  up  only  by  the  factious  and  the  discon- 
tented, I shall  never  be  fur  diminishing  the 
power  of  the  crown,  especially  when  I see  that 
it  has  hut  just  enough  to  support  itself  against 
the  factious  and  the  disaflected.  I remember, 
my  Lords,  that  a noble  lord  put  the  question 
last  session  of  Parliament,  when  this  very  af- 
fair was  before  the  House,  how  the  Pretender 
would  desire  one  to  vote  in  the  case  then  before 
*5 : If  the  same  question-mere  now  ngnin  to  be 

* * lnira' 
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put,  I believe  the  proper  answer  would  be,  that 
he  would  desire  us  to  vote  for  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore us : I do  not  doubt,  but  that  he  would  be 
for  diminishing  his  Majesty's  power  of  reward- 
ing those  who  should  happen  to  merit  well  of 
their  country,  by  a zealous  and  hearty  opposi- 
tion to  him  and  his  faction.  1 hope,  my  Lords, 
lltat  there  will  always  be  men  of  honour  and 
integrity  enough  in  this  country  to  defend  u» 
against  that  faction,  or  any  faction,  without  the 
hopes  or  expectation  of  a reward ; hut  if  it 
should  he  found  necessary  for  our  defence,  to 
give  rewards  to  many  of  those  who  assisted  in 
the  protecting  of  the  government  against  faction, 
I would  rattier  chuse  dial  the  government  should 
have  it  in  its  power  to  give  rewards  to  those 
that  contributed  to  the  preserving  of  us,  than 
that  the  factious  should  have  it  in  their  power 
to  give  rewards  to  those  that  assisted  them  in 
the  destroying  of  us.  The  methods  proposed  by 
the  Bill  now  before  us,  are  so  for  from  being 
proper  methods  for  preventing  bribery  and 
corruption,  that  I am  afraid  they  will  give  such 
an  encouragement  to  faction,  as  may  lead  us 
into  confusion,  and  therefore  I shall  be  for  re- 
jecting the  Bill.  As  this  Bill  is  the  very  same 
with  that  which  was  refused  by  your  lordships 
the  last  session  of  Parliament,  I am  convinced 
that  the  same  reasons  w hich  prevailed  against 
it  last  session,  will  now  likewise  prevail  against 
it ; for  my  own  part  at  least,  I am  sure,  that 
there  is  nothing  since  happened,  that  can  af- 
ford tne  the  least  pretence  for  being  of  a diffe- 
rent qpinion. 

■ The  Lord  Cfirteret  spoke  as  follows: 

My  Lords ; 

I am  for  receiving  this  Bill  in  the  most  re- 
spectful manner ; first,  because  of  the  dignity 
of  the  subject,  next  for  the  respect  that  is  duo 
for  the  other  House ; and  lastly,  my  lords,  for 
the  respect  that  is  due  to  ourselves.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  Bill  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 
the  liberties  of  this  nation ; the  title  or  pre- 
amble is  in  my  opinion  very  proper  for  such  a 
subject ; but  if  it  were  not  so,  why  may  it  not 
be  altered  ? One  thing,  ray  Lords,  I am  sure 
of,  tbnt  if  we  treat  the  Bill  with  so  much  con- 
tempt; as  to  reject  it  upon  the  first  rending,  the 
whole  people  of  the  nation  will  make  a pre- 
amble for  us.  I do  not  know  how  this  Bill  was 
brought  into  the  other  House,  nor  ought  that 
to  be  a question  in  this ; 1 do  not  know  whe- 
ther this  Bill  was  brought  in  by  would-be-mi- 
nisters, or  no,  but  I am  very  certain,  that  as 
good  ministers  as  ever  were  in  England,  have 
laid  the  foundation  lor  such  Bills  ; nnd  if  men 
do  act  for  the  public  good,  it  signifies  nothing 
to  us,  it  signifies  nothing  to  the  people,  what 
were  the  motives  that  prompted  them  to  act  in 
such  an  honourable  manner.  If  it  is  an  ambition 
of  being  ministers  of  stale,  that  prompts  men 
to  act  for  the  public  good,  I hope  the  ambition 
of  those  that  are  out,  will  always  be  a barrier 
for  the  liberties  of  this  tuition  agaiust  the  am- 
bition of  those  that  are  in. 

It  is  no  argument  against  this  Bill,  that  it  is 
sent 
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Bp  to  us  tho  lust  session.  I hope  there  is  no 
umn’iu  this  nation  pretends  to  be  intiillible  : 
your  lordships  having  refused  this  Bill  lost  ses- 
sion, can  never  be  an  argument  for  your  re- 
jecting it  now  without  so  much  as  once  inking 
it  into  your  serious  consideration  : Some  argu- 
ments may  now  be  brought  for  passing  it, 
which  were  not  thought  of  at  tlmt  time  : The 
public  tranquillity  was  not  then  so  firmly  es- 
tablished us  it  is  at  present,  and  therefore  it 
tuny  now  be  thought  a more  proper  time  lor 
us  to  take  precautions  for  preserving  our  liber- 
ties against  domestic  enemies,  tlmn  it  was  at 
that  time,  when  we  were  nut  quite  out  of  danger 
of  being  attacked  bj>  foreign  enemies.  If  your 
lordships  should  send  down  a good  und  ne- 
cessary Bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  law,  anti 
the  same  should  be  refused  by  the  Commons, 
would  that  be  any  argument  against  ever  send- 
ing that  Bill  down  to  them  again  in  any  future 
sessiun  of  parliament  ? Or  would  their  having 
once  refused  it,  be  an  argument  for  their  re- 
jecting it  at  the  first  reading,  upon  its  being 
brought  a second  time  before  them  ? No,  my 
lords ; if  your  lordships  were  convinced  that 
the  Bill  was  necessary,  and  drawn  up  in  proper 
terms,  you  would  send  it  down  in  the  very  same 
words  again  and  again,  till  its  own  weight  car- 
ried it  through. 

I am,  my  Lords,  very  far  from  thinking,  that 
any  attempts  are  now  made,  or  are  to  lie  made, 
during  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  against  the 
liberties  of  this  nation  : His  Majesty  lias  too 
much  goodness  to  endeavour  any  such  attempts, 
and  too  much  wisdom  to  admit  of  uny  such 
being  made  by  those  employed  by  him  ; but  it 
is  for  this  very  reason  that  we  ought  now  to 
think  of,  and  bring  in  such  Bills  os  may  be  any 
way  conducive  to  the  preservation  of  our  liber- 
ties : His  Majesty’s  penetration  is  such,  that  he 
will  easily  see  what  is  necessary;  and  his  good- 
ness is  such,  that  he  never  will  oppose  what  he 
sees  to  be  necessary  for  securing  the  liberties 
and  properties  of  his  people ; whereas  if  we 
never  think  of  taking  any  precautions  against 
arbitrary  power,  till  we  have  a prince  upon  the 
throne  that  is  aiming  at  arbitrary  power,  it  will 
then  be  too  late  ; such  a prince  will  never  con- 
sent to  any  measures  or  to  any  regulations  that 
tend  to  the  defeating  of  his  own  designs.  Pos- 
terity may  have  occasion  to  lament  our  neglect 
of  that  opportunity  which  his  present  Ma- 
jesty's wisdom  and  goodness  daily  afiord  us. 

. There  is  certainly  at  present  nothing  to  bo  fear- 
ed from  bribery  and  corruption  : His  Majesty- 
reigns  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  the  people  ; 
bis  designs  are  all  for  the  public  good,  and 
therefore  be  lias  no  occasiuu  for  making  use 
of  aDy  illegal  and  corrupt  sort  of  influence ; 
but  to  pretend,  that  our  present  happiness  is  a 
reason  for  our  not  thinking  of,  or  taking  proper 
precautions  against  the  evils  that  may  come 
upon  this  nation  in  future  times,  is  the  same 
thing  as  to  say,  you  are  not  to  bring  in  any 
Bills  against  bribery  and  corruption,  till  a ma- 
jority of  both  Houses  of.  Parliament  are  cor- 
rupted : 
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unlucky  fine  of  this  nation,  we  may  easily  judge  a 
what  would  be  the  success  of  such  Bills,  in  such  ; 
Houses  of  Parliament. 

The  Duke  of  Wcwcasf/espoke  next ; 

My  Lords ; 

If  this  Bid  had  no  other  aim,  but  that  of  pre-  f 
venting  Bribery  and  Corruption,  I should  be  I 
lor  it  with  nil  my  heart ; but  we  can  easily  see  I 
that  the  intention  of  this  Bill  is  to  give  the  | 
oilier  House  an  opportunity  of  assuming  a I 
power  which  they  never  yet  pretended  to,  and  ! 
their  assuming  'thereof  would  be  the  emire  1 
overthrow  of  our  present  happy  constitution,  I 
By  this  Bill,  niy  lords,  the  House  of  Commons  j 
may  assume  a power  of  judging  what  rewards 
or  gratuities  are  proper  to  he  given  by  the  . 
crown  to  any  member  of  that  House";  fir-  I 
though  the  Bill  says  only,  that  the  members  of 
that  House  are  to  declare  what  gratuities  or  1 
rewards  they  receive  from  the  crown,  within  H 1 
dnys  next  after  the  receipt  thereof,  yet,  my  lords,  I 
we  are  not  to  suppose  that  the  affair  will  rest 
there;  we  may  easily  fosesee ’hat  the  conse-  I 
quenceof  every  such  declaration  will  be,  that  the  L 
House  u ill  thereupon  enter  into  the  consider-  I 
atiou  of  the  declaration  that  has  been  made  to  i., 
them,  and  will  take  upon  them  to  determine  E 
whether  or  no  such  gratuity  was  given  by  way  ! ’ 
of  bribe;  so  that  thereby  the  crown  will  be  1 
entirely  disabled  from  giving  any  reward  to  a ‘J 
gentleman  that  has  merited  well  of  his  country, 
at  least  as  long  ns  he  continues  to  be  a member  t| 
of  parliament.  This,  my  lords,  would,  in  my  I 
opinion,  pat  so  much  power  into  the  hands  of  i 
the  Commons,  that  it  would  entirely  overturn  I 
that  balance  upon  which  our  constitution  de- 
pends, and  therefore  I have  been  always  against  1 
this  Bill,  and  shall  now  be  for  rejecting  it.  I 
The  Pension  Bill  rejected  by  the  Lords.']  j 
Then  a motion  being  tirade,  mid  the  question  SI 
being  put,  Whether  this  Bill  shall  be, read  a se-  J 
coud  tune  ? It  was  resolved  in  the  negative.  JH 
Content  25;  Proxies  15  ; — 40. 

Not  Content  78  ; Proxies  17  95. 

Protest  thereon.]' 

“ Dissentient’ 

“ For  the  reasons  entered  in  the  Journals  of 
this  House  the  two  last  sessions  of  parliament, -s 
one  the  21st  of  March  1729,  and  the  other  the* 

2nd  of  March  1730. ( Signed ) Strafford,’; 

Abingdon,  Shaftsbuiy,  Litchfield,  May-  ' 
nnrd,  Cower,  Craven,  Bntliurst,  Foley,) 
Exeter,  Mnslram,  Coventry.” 

Feb.  22.  The  several  Papers,  Instruments,/ 
&c.  relating  to  the  Sale  of  the  earl  of  Derwent-1 1 
water's  Estate,  which  bad  been  presented  lOf 
the  House,  were  referred  to  a Committee.  I 

Debate  in.  the  Commons  on  the  Sugar  Colony , 
Bill.]  Feb.  23.  The  Commons  proceeded  to 
the  farther  hearing  of  counsel  for  and  aeniiisfc  ( 
the  Sugar-Colony  Bill,  and  the  counsel  on  both- 
sides  having  finished  their  argument, 

Mr.  Winningion  stood  op,  and  spoke  asful* 
Wpi*1"  T-'h«iy  Digitisation  Chit 
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Sir;  I find  (list  some  of  the  counsel  at  the 
bar  have  endeavoured  to  turn  the  affair  now  be- 
fore us  into  such  a shape,  as  if  the  question  to 
be  determined  were,  whether  the  northern  co- 
lonies, or  the  sugar-colonies  ought  most  to  be 
encouraged  by  this  House,  This,  Sir,  is  not  all 
the  question  now  before  us  ; the  affair  in  hand 
is  the  dispute  between  the  English  and  the 
French  commerce:  we  are  now  to  determine, 
whether  we  ought  to  encourage  a French  trade, 
which  teuds  to  the  ruin  of  our  own  sugar-colo- 
nies, for  I have  not  heard  it  so  much  as  dis- 
puted by  any  man,  but  that  they  must  be  soon 
undone,  if  some  redress  be  not  given  to  them 
in  time ; and  the  only  redress  now  proposed, 
the  ouly  redress  they  want  at  present  is  that  a 
Parliament  of  England  will  only  do  as  much  as 
they  can  to  discourage  the  French  sugar  trade. 
One  would  really  imagine,  that  such  a proposi- 
tion would  not  meet  with  any  opposition  m a 
British  House  of  Commons. 

This, Sir,  being  tbe  true  state  of  the  question, 

I do  not  wonder  to  see  it  twisted  and  turned 
into  twenty  shapes,  rather  than  to  let  it  appear 
its  own  genuine  and  natural  colour  ; hut  of  all 
the  lights  this  affair  has  been  put  into,  the  most 
invidious  is,  that  of  pretending  that  the  sugar- 
colonies  by  this  Bill  arc  contriving  a method  of 
putting  their  sugars  and  rum  upon  us  at  any  price 
they  please  todemand ; that  by  this  Bill  they  want 
us  to  make  a law  for  enabling  tliem  to  sell  their 
sugars  and  rum,  at  a much  dearer  price  than 
what  is  necessary.  If  this,  Sir,  were  truly  the 
cose,  I should  be  against  this  Bill  as  much  as 
any  mnn  in  this  House ; but  to  me  it  appears 
evident,  that  what  they  want,  is  only  to  have 
such  a price  for  their  sugars  and  rum  as  they 
can  possibly  make  them  at  so  as  to  live  there- 
by : this  is  a reasonable  demand,  and  this  we 
ought  to  grant  if  it  be  in  our  power.  Now,  Sir, 

I think  it  has  been  made  appear,  that  the 
French  are  our  greatest  rivals  in  the  sugar- 
trade  ; and  it  bus  been  likewise  made  appear,' 
that  the  French  have  been  enabled  to  become 
our  rivals  in  the  sugar-trade,  only  by  the  trade 
carried  onlietvrecu  them  and  our  Northern  co- 
lonies; the  great  vent  they  thereby  have  for 
their  rum  and  molasses,  and  the  easy  access 
they  thereby  have  to  lumber,  horses,  and  all 
other  necessaries  for  their  sugar-plimtntions, 
which  are  naturally  much  more  fruitful  limn 
ours,  enable  them  to  sell  their  sugars  and  rum 
at  a much  lower  price  than  it  is  possible  for 
our  sugar-planters  to  sell  at ; it  is  therefore  ap- 
parent that  our  sugar-plantations  must  he  un- 
done, or  we  must  foil  upon  ways  and  means  of 
preventing  tbe  French  from  selling  their  sugars 
10  cheap  as  they  do : those  ways  and  means  are 
easy  ; they  are  every  day  in  our  power ; put  a 
stop  to  the  trade  that  is  carried  on  between  our 
own  colonies  upon  the  Continent  and  the  French 
sugar-islands,  and  you  must  at  once  a great 
deal  enhance  the  price  of  all  French  sugars  ; 
the  charges  of  making  their  sugars  will  then  be 
a great  deal  more,  and  their  rum  and  molasses 
will  yield  them  nothing ; they  must  lay  all 
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therefore  it  will  not  be  possible  to  sell  them  so 
cheap  as  they  aresnld  at  presenr.  By  this  me- 
thod our  own  sugar-colonies  will  be  greatly  cu- 
couraged,  and  the  French  may  be  totally  un- 
done ; whereas  if  we  leave  matters  in  the  pre- 
sent situation,  tbe  French  sugar-colonics  will 
be  increasing  every  tlay,  and  ia  a little  lime  our 
own  will  be  quite  destroyed. 

But,  Sir,  it  has  been  pretended,  that  if  we 
put  a stop  to  the  trade  now  carried  on  between 
the  French  sugar-islands  and  our  culoniesupon 
the  continent,  it  will  m a great  measure  ruin 
our  colonics  upon  the  Continent,  because  is 
will  entirely  destroy  their  fishery,  and  also  their 
trade  with  the  Indians,  both  wiiich  are  carried 
on  principally  by  the  means  of  the  rum  rind 
molasses,  which  our  colonies  purchase  at  so 
cheap  a rate  from  the  French  sugar-islands  : if 
there  were  any  foundation  lor  this,  it  would  in- 
deed be  a very  great  objection  to  the  Bill  now 
before  us;  hut  as  our  colonies  upon  the  conti- 
nent carried  on  their  trade  with  the  Indians, 
and  also  their  fisheries,  long  before  they  had 
either  rum  or  molasses  from  the  French  islands 
it  is  plain  that  neither  of  those  trades  can  de- 
pend entirely  upon  their  trade  with  the  French 
sugar-islands  ; but  upon  the  contrary  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  the  opening  of  this  trade  wich  those 
islands,  has  not  only  encouraged  the  French 
sugar  plantations  to  the  great  detriment  of  our 
own,  but  hasalso  in  agrent  measure  discouraged 
or  rather  entirely  destroyed  the  sale  of  English 
spirits  in  that  part  of  the  world,  which  is  a con- 
siderable loss  to  ibis  country;  for  it  is  well 
known,  that  before  our  colonies  upon  the  Com. 
tinent  of  America  fell  into  this  destructive  trade 
with  the  French  sugar-islands,  they  made  use 
of  great  quantities  of  English  spirits,  both  in 
their  fishing  trade,  and  also  in  their  trade  with 
the  Indians.  And  if  we  should  put  a stop  to 
this  trade  with  the  French  sugar-islands,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  our  own  colonies  would  again 
fall  into  their  former  method,  and  would  be 
able  to  carry  on  as  extensive  a trade  with  the 
Indians,  and  as  great  a trade  in  fishing,  by  the 
means  of  English  spirits,  as  they  ever  did  by  the 
means  of  French  rum.  Besides,  Sir,  if  some 
rum  or  molasses  were  absolutely  necessary,  do 
not  we  know  that  they  could  have  as  much 
from  our  own  sugar-islands  as  they  had  occa- 
sion for,  and  within  a trifle  at  as  low  a price  u 
they  can  have  the  same  sort  of  rum  or  molasses 
from  the  French  sugar-islands  ? for  in  propor- 
tion as  the  French  sugar-plantations  decrease, 
it  is  certain  that  our  own  will  be  daily  increas- 
ing : though  Barbadoej  mnj  perhaps  be  at 
much  improved  as  the  extent  of  ground  will  ad- 
mit of,  yet  we  know  that  Jamaica,  and  several 
other  of  the  islands  belonging  tn  us  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  will  admit  of  very  great  improve- 
ment ; we  know  that  if  they  were  ail  improved 
to  the  fall  extent,  they  would  produce  as  math 
or  very  near  as  much  sugar,  rum  and  molasses 
as  could  be  consumed  in  Europe  and  in  Ame , 
rica.  Thus,  Sir,  in  me  it  appears  plain,  that 
the  method  proposed  by  the  Bill  now  before 
uf,  is  tfjp  pdf  pr|B^«r  pethpd  for  tjU^ouragiag 
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the  French  sugar-plantations,  and  encouraging 
our  own ; and  that  it  is  a method  by  which  no 
part  of  our  own  dominions  can  be  any  way 
injured  ; therefore  1 must  be  for  the  Bill, 
and  for  that  reason,  Sir,  I move,  That  the 
Bill  may  be  committed. 

This  motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Horatio 
Walpole, 

Mr.  George  Hcathcolc  stood  up  and  spoke 
as  follows: 

Sir : I should  with  all  my  heart  be  for  the 
Bill  now  before  us,  if  I could  fiud  any  thing  in 
it  that  would  encourage  our  own  trade  to  the 
detriment  of  that  of  the  French ; but  really, 
Sir,  I cannot  And  any  such  thing  in  this  Bill ; 
upon  the  contrary,  I clearly  foresee,  that  by  the 
method  thereby  proposed,  we  nre  going  to  des- 
troy a very  profitable  branch  of  our  own  trade, 
and  to  do  all  that  is  in  our  power  to  encourage, 
or  rather  to  set  up  a new  trade  for  the  French, 
which  they  of  themselves,  notwithstanding  their 
almost  endeavours  for  that  purpose  have  never 
been  able  to  accomplish.  We  are  amusing  our- 
selves with  a vain  conceit,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  the  French  to  carry  on  or  manage  their 
sugar-plantations,  without  the  assistance  of  the 
lumber,  horses  and  other  necessaries,  which 
they  have  from  our  colonies  upon  the  continent ; 
and  that  their  rum  and  molasses  would  be  of  no 
use  to  them,  if  they  could  not  dispose  of  them 
to  the  inhabitants  of  our  northern  colonies.  If 
it  were  so,  1 am  sure  the  Fiench  would  permit 
that  trade  to  be  carried  on  openly  and  Ireely  ; 
they  would  uot  leave  it  under  the  discourage- 
ment of  being  carried  on  in  a clandestine  man- 
ner, by  giving  great  bribes  to  the  Governors  of 
their  sugar  islands : we  have  no  reason  to  des- 
pise the  French  knowledge  as  to  the  methods 
of  improving  any  trade  they  aim  at ; and  we 
know  that  they  have  for  several  years  been 
doing  every  thing  that  was  in  them  power  to 
encourage  tlieir  6ugnt  plantations.  Can  we 
then  imagine,  thnt  they  would  have  left  such 
checks  and  discouragements  upon  the  trade 
between  their  sugar  islands  and  our  northern 
colonies,  if  they  had  thought  thnt  their  sngar 
works  or  plantations  could  not  subsist  without 
it  ? No,  they  know  that  that  trade  is  a great 
hindrance  to  the  improvement  of  their  own  co- 
lonies upon  the  contineot,  and  therefore  they 
have  endeavoured  to  put  ustop  to  it  by  degrees, 
but  have  nevet  as  yet  been  able  to  effecluate 
what  thc-y  proposed ; and  now  we  are  by  a 
public  law  to  contribute  as  much  us  we  can  to 
render  their  endeavours  effectual.  I must  there- 
fore look  upon  what  is  proposed  by  this  Bill,  as 
a method  not  at  all  certain  for  improving  our 
own  sugar  plantations  to  the  discouragement  of 
the  French,  but  as  an  infallible  method  foritn- 
proving  the  French  colonies  upon  the  continent 
to  the  very  great  discouragement  of  our  own ; I 
therefore  think,  I have  very  good  reason  to  be 
against  the  Bill  as  it  now  stands,  and  conse- 
quently I must  be  against  committing  it. 

Mr.  Perry  spoke  next : 


consequence  to  the  navigation,  the  trade,  and 
the  happiness  of  this  nation,  that  it  ought  to  he 
weighed  with  the  almost  nicety  and  exactness: 
there  may  be  a great  deal  said  upon  both  sides 
of  the  question.  For  my  own  part,  I have  not 
had  opportunities  of  acquiring  so  extensive,  and 
so  geuerol  a knowledge  of  trade  as  the  worthy 
gentleman  upon  the  floor,  who  spoke  first  in 
the  present  debate ; but  as  I have  been  dealing 
iu  trade  ever  since  my  infancy,  I have  a good 
many  facts  to  lay  before  you,  and  several 
things  to  say  upon  the  subject  in  hand,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  ought  to  make  us  extremely 
enutions  of  laying  any  restrictions  upon  the 
trade  of  any  part  of  our  dominions.  But  it  is 
now,  I think,  too  late  to  enter  into  a debate  of 
so  serious,  and  so  extensive  a nature;  and 
therefore  I am  for  adjourniug  the  debate  tillto- 
rnorrow,  or  any  other  day  this  House  shall  pleas* 
to  Cx  on. 

Mr.  Barnard  rose  up  and  said  : 

Sir:  If  the  House  be  resolved  to  proceed,  1 
will  speak  to  the  aflair  in  hand ; but  if  other- 
ways,  I will  nut  now  offer  to  detain  them  with 
any  thiug  that  I have  to  say  upon  the  subject. 
[Here  lie  made  a pause,  and  the  House  seeming 
inclined  to  proceed,  lie  went  on  as  follows.]  In 
the  question  now  before  us,  Sir,  it  is  certain 
that  some  relief  ought  to  be  immediately 
thought  of  for  our  Sugar  colonies.  Our  Sugar- 
trade  is  without  doubt  at  present  in  a most  la- 
mentable condition,  and  must  necessarily  in  a 
few  years  he  quite  undone,  at  least  in  so  far  as 
regards  our  exportation  to  foreign  markets: 
but,  Sir,  1 am  very  far  from  thinking  that  the 
method,  proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  is 
the  proper  method  for  giving  relief  to  our  Su- 
gar colonies;  I do  not  think  it  will  afford  them 
any  relief ; it  may  cramp  and  injure  our  nortli- 
ern  colonies  in  some  branches  of  trade  now 
carried  on  by  them,  but  it  never  can  bo  of 
any  advantage  to  our  own  sugar  colonies,  as 
long  as  they  make  more  sugar  than  is  requisite 
for  answering  the  consumption  within  our  own 
dominions,  1 should  be  glad  that  we  could  fall 
upon  any  ways  of  making  the  French  sugars 
dearer  than  they  are  at  present,  but  I am  afraid 
all  attempts  of  that  nature  will  prove  to  be  chi- 
merical ; and  I am  sure  there  is  no  method  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill  now  before  us,  that  can  in  the 
least  answer  that  purpose : as  to  lumber,  horses, 
and  oilier  necessaries  for  sugar  plantations, 
which  are  now  brought  from  our  colonies  upon 
the  continent  to  the  French  sugar  islands,  there 
is  no  provision  in  this  Bill  ngninst  tlieir  being 
furnished  with  such  things  from  thence  for  the 
future ; and  it  would  be  very  wrong  to  make 
any  such  provision ; for  it  is  very  certnin,  tint 
if  they  could  not  have  such  things  from  our  co- 
lonies, they  would  soon  fall  into  the  way  of  hav- 
ing all  such  necessaries  from  their  own  co- 
lony at  Canada.  It  cannot  be  pretended  hut 
that  the  French  colony  at  Canada,  with  a' very 
little  encouragement,  would  soon  be  able  to 
furnish  the  French  sugar  islands  with  lumber, 
th0U8"  ^ 
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navigation  of  that  river  be  difficult  and  uncer- 
tain in  the  winter  time,  yet  they  might  easily 
fall  upon  a way  of  bringing  all  such  stores 
down  that  river  in  the  proper  season,  and  lodg- 
ing them  at  their  own  settlement  at  Cape  Bri- 
ton, from  whence  they  could  easily  be  trans- 
ported to  their  sugar  islands  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year;  this,  Sir,  would,  I am  persuaded,  be 
the  consequence  of  our  proliibitingthe  exporta- 
tion of  such  things  from  our  colonies  to  the 
french  sugar  islands ; and  thus,  instead  of  dis- 
couraging their  sugar  plantations,  or  enhancing 
the  price  or  first  cost  of  their  sugars,  we  should 
by  a British  act  of  Parliament  do  more  towards 
the  encouraging  their  settlements  nt  Canada 
and  Cape  Briton,  than  they  themselves  with  all 
their  edicts  and  arbitrary  power,  have  been 
able  to  do  since  the  first  establishment  of  those 
settlements.  In  a little  time  we  might  expect 
to  see  those  northern  seasswarmingwithFrench 
•hips  and  sloops,  and  a great  part  of  the  trade  of 
our  own  northern  colonies  being  thereby  des- 
troyed, our  own  bcamen  must  either  starve  at 
borne,  or  run  into  the  service  of  the  French  for 
the  sake  of  daily  bread. 

But,  Sir,  granting  that  it  were  impossible  for 
the  French  sugar  islands  to  have  what  horses, 
lumber,  anil  sucb  things  they  want,  from  their 
own  colonies  upon  the  continent,  or  from  any 
other  part  of  America  besides  our  settlements 
there,  yet  we  all  know  that  they  could  have 
pienty  of  alU  those  necessaries  from  France  it- 
self; and  it  is  well  known,  that  sugars  are  such 
bulky  commodities,  that  they  require  a great 
many  ships  to  bring  them  to  Europe,  which 
ships  return  again  to  the  West-Indies  for  the 
most  part  in  ballast,  so  that  the  freight  out- 
wards is  generally  at  a very  low  rate ; by 
which  means  they  might  have  all  such  things 
from  Europe,  for  a very  little  more  than 
prime  cost  : And  suppose  that  the  price  of 
such  things  stood  them  n little  more  than  what 
is  paid  for  them  in  our  sugar  islands,  yet  we 
know  that  such  a small  sum  of  money  is  laid 
out  in  furnishing  a sugar  plnntation  with  all 
such  necessaries,  that  it  bears  but  a very  small 
proportion  to  the  other  charges  that  are  neces- 
sary in  furnishing  and  managing  such  a plan- 
tation ; the  difference  in  this  respect  between 
the  charges  of  a plantation  in  their  islands  or 
in  ours,  would  be  so  small  that  it  could  not  be 
taken  notice  of,  nor  would  it  in  any  way  en- 
hance the  price  of  their  sugars  in  any  market  in 

As  to  rum,  I think  it  is  not  pretended  that 
the  French  deal  much  either  in  the  making  or 
vending  of  that  commodity,  but  it  is  said,  That 
our  northern  colonies  purchase  all  their  molasses 
from  them,  and  thereby  contribute  towards 
the  enabling  of  them  to  sell  their  sugars  at  the 
low  price  they  do  at  present ; and  it  is  farther 
said,  That  if  oar  people  upon  the  continent  of 
America  did  not  purchase  their  molasses  of 
them,  they  could  make  nothing  of  them  in  any 
other  way  : This  is  really  supposing  the  French 
Co  be  a more  stupid  sort  of  people  than  inr  of 
tha  native  IiidieBfruponsths*iDiMinent.i-  i They 
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know  that  rum  is  made  ofmolasses  : they  know 
that  rum  is  valuable  in  almost  every  pnrt  of  tlia 
world  ; they  understand  llie  art  of  distilling 
rum  from  molasses : or  if  they  do  noc,  it  is 
certain  (here  is  no  such  mighty  secret  in  tho 
art,  but  they  may  easily  learn  it.  Can  it  then 
be  douhted,  hut  that  ifdiey  could  not  sell  dieir 
molasses  to  our  colonics  upon  the  continent, 
they  would  set  up  stills  of  their  own,  and 
make  rum  out  of  their  own  molasses?  And 
could  not  they  sell  that  rum  both  in  America, 
Africa,  nud  Europe,  ns  well  as  we  do  ? To 
this  it  is  answered,  That  their  government 
would  not  allow  diein  to  make  or  sell  ram  ; 
because  it  would  prejudice  the  sale  of  brandy, 
which  is  the  natural  product  of  France  itself: 
But  this  we  have  not  the  least  reason  to  sop- 

Cse  ; for  if  the  very  being,  or  even  the  well- 
ing Of  die  French  sugar  colonies  depended 
upon  dieir  making  and  selling  rum,  we  cannot 
suppose,  diat  the  Freuch  government  would 
ruin  them,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  price  of  their 
brandies ; unless  we  were  to  suppose,  that  die 
king  of  France,  and  all  his  advisers,  were 
masters  of  vineyards  and  of  nothing  else  : Wo 
may  as  well  suppose,  that  the  king  of  France 
would  make  an  edict,  for  obliging  their  sugar- 
planters  to  throw  all  their  mdlasses  into  the 
sea  ; because  if  they  are  made  into  rum  in  any 
place,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  it  may 
prevent  or  prejudice  the  sale  of  French  bran- 
dies. We  must  therefore  presume,  that  if  the 
French  sugar  planters  coula  not  dispose  of  their 
molasses  in  the  way  they  now  do,  they  would 
not  only  be  permitted,  but  would  actually  set 
up  stills  of  dieir  own,  aud  would  make  their 
nmlnsses  into  rum,  and  send  it  to  Europe : 
also  to  tbeirown  colonies  ofMississippi,  Canada, 
and  Cape-Briton,  in  order  to  supply  all  tha 
Indian  nations  therewith  at  a cheap  rate ; and 
they  would  likewise  be  able  to  smuggle  a great 
deal  of  it  into  our  northern  colonies,  and  even 
into  Great  Britain  nnd  Ireland,  notwithstand- 
ing nny  laws  we  could  make,  or  any  precau- 
tions we  could  use  to  the  contrary.  We  may 
perhaps,  by  putting  arbitrary  powers  into  the 
hands  of  our  commissioners  of  the  customs  nnd 
excise,  make  it  difficult  to  bring  French  rum 
ashore  in  nny  of  our  dominions  : but  it  would 
be  absolutely  impossible  to  prevent  die  sale  of 
it  to  our  fishing  vessels  in  the  North  parts  of 
America.  Thus  instead  of  buying  their  molasses 
at  the  cheap  rate  we  now  do,  and  having 
the  advantage  of  manufacturing  them  into  rum 
ourselves,  we  should  give  them  the  advantage 
of  the  manufacture,  nml  should  buy  their  rum 
at  a dear  rate  ; and  instead  of  giving  them  lum- 
ber and  other  such  goods  for  their  molasses, 
we  should  be  obliged  to  give  them  ready 
mouey  for  their  rum.  As  the  sole  of  our 
lumber,  horses,  and  such  things,  even  now 
depends  entirely  upon  the  courtesy  of  rhe  go- 
vernors of  their  sugar  islnnds,  we  may  depend 
upon  it,  that  if  our  people  could  take  nothing 
but  ready  money  from  diem  in  exchange  for 
such  goods,  no  sucb  sale  would  ever  be  allowed 
toff  .suds  it  riainjwBrttitiiu  jwsstoi  be  .sent  over 


PARL  HISTORY,  5 Geobcr  II.  1732.— Sugar  Colony  Bill. 


999]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  5 Geo.ce  U.  1 
tli at  their  governors  durst  n»»er  venture  to  per- 
mit, «r  even  so  much  as  to  wink  at,  any  Bri- 
tish ships  ever  coming  into  any  of  their  ports, 
and  those  goods  are  too  bulky  to  be  smuggled 
into  any  part  of  the  world. 

Since  then,  Sir,  we  cannot  propose  to  make 
the  cost  of  the  French  sugars  higher  than  it  is  at 
present,  let  us  consider  and  examine  if  we 
cannot  make  the  cost  of  our  own  sugars  less, 
in  order  thereby  to  enable  our  sugar  colonies  to 
sell  their  sugars  at  a lower  price,  titan  they 
can  possibly  do  at  present ; This,  Sir,  is  the 
proper  anil  only  consideration  for  this  House 
to  enter  into.  We  ought  never  to  make  laws, 
for  encouraging  or  enabling  our  subjects  to  sell 
the  produce  or  manufacture  of  their  country  at 
a high  price,  but  we  ought  to  contrive  all  ways 
ami  means  for  enabling  them  to  sell  cheap ; for 
in  all  matters  relating  to  trade,  we  ought  chiefly 
to  consider  the  foreign  exportation  : and  it  is 
certain,  that  at  all  foreign  markets  those  who 
sell  cheapest  will  carry  off  the  sale,  and  turn 
all  others  nut  of  the  trade : We  may  indeed 
confine  our  own  subjects  to  the  buying  of  what 
sugars  they  have  use  for,  from  our  own  sugar 
colonies,  at  any  price  they  please  to  put  upon 
what  they  have  to  sell,  but  we  have  no  power 
over  foreigners ; so  that  unless  our  sugar  plan- 
ters do  sell  their  sugars  as  cheap  as  any  other 
sugar  planters  can  do,  we  shall  soon  lose  our 
whole  foreign  trade  as  to  sugars  : And  even 
as  to  our  home  trade,  our  sugar  planters  must 
all  join  together,  and  consider  nicely  tlie  home 
consumption,  if  they  have  a mind  to  keep  their 
sugars  at  a much  higher  price,  than  what  they 
are  sold  for  in  other  parts  of  Europe ; for  if 
they  in  any  one  year  make  more  sugars  than 
we  can  consume  at  home,  it  will  of  course  run 
down  the  price  of  all  their  sugars  for  that  year, 
even  at  home  amongst  ourselves.  Supposing 
that  we  consume  80,000  hogsheads  of  sugar 
every  year,  if  they  should  in  any  one  year  send 
home  100,000  hogsheads,  the  additional  20,000, 
which  we  have  no  occasion  for,  cannot  be  seat 
abroad,  they  must  be  sold  amongst  ourselves ; 
and  the  sale  of  that  20,1)00  would  run  down 
the  price  of  the  whole  100,000.  So  that  let  us 
pat  this  affair,  in  what  shape  we  will,  the  me- 
thods proposed  by  this  Bill  can  never  be  any 
real  relief  to  our  sugar  colonics. 

There  are  many  ways,  Sir,  for  enabling  our 
dealers  in  sugur  to  sell  their  sugars  at  a less 
price,  than  they  can  do  at  present ; one  me- 
thod the  French  have  long  ago  chalked  out  to 
us,  and  that  only  I shall  mention  at  present. 
'The  French  foresaw  the  great  advantage  of  en- 
couraging their  sugar  colonies ; they  knew  the 
hardships  thnt  ours  laboured  under,  from  their 
being  obliged  to  send  all  their  sugars  to  he  un- 
loaded in  England,  before  they  could  be  ex- 
orted  to  any  other  part  of  Europe : They 
new  how  greatly  this  enhanced  the  price  of 
our  sugars,  at  all  tlie  markets  in  Europe  ; and 
in  order  to  give  their  sugar  colonies  an  advan- 
tage over  ours,  they  gave  them  a liberty  of 
sending  their  sugars  directly  to  foreign  markets, 
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any  port  in  France.  ThiB  is  an  advnntnge  over 
our  sugur  colonies,  which  the  French  sugar  co- 
lonies have  enjoyed  for  several  years.  Let  us. 
then  follow  the  example  of  our  neighbours  the 
French;  let  us  at  least  put  our  sugar  colonies 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  their  rivals.  This 
will  be  one  great  encouragement  to  them,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  in  the  course  of  this  bill, 
a great  many  others  may  be  thought  of,  which 
will  be  real  advantages  to  them,  without  doing 
any  injury  to  any  of  our  other  colonies  in  that 
part  of  tbe  world. 

Colonel  Bladen  spoke  next : 

Sir;  As  the  only  dispute  now  is,  whether 
this  Bill  ought  to  be  committed,  I think  the 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  has  given  a very 
good  reason  for  tbe  committing  thereof;  he 
said,  That  some  relief  ought  certainly  to  be 
given  to  our  sugar  colonies,  if  any  such  cau 
possibly  be  contrived  or  thought  on.  1 believe 
every  member  of  this  House  is  of  the  same  opi- 
nion, and  therefore  every  one  must  think,  that 
the  Bill  ought  to  be  committed.  We  shall 
thereby  have  time  to  consider  and  examine  all  I 
the  circumstances  of  so  weighty  an  nflhir  ; we 
shall  have  time  to  consult  and  advise  with  all 
those  of  our  acquaintance,  whu  understand  any 
thing  of  trade  and  commerce,  by  which  means 
we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  contriving  the 
most  proper  methods  for  encouraging  and  pro- 
moting our  sugar  trade,  without  injuring  any 
Other  branch  of  oar  trade;  and  when  we  are 
in  a committee  upnn  the  Bill,  every  member 
will  then  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  such 
clauses  and  amendments  ns  he  may  then  think 
proper:  In  my  opinion,  it  cannot  so  much  as 
admit  of  a debate,  w hether  the  Bill  is  to  be 
committed  or  not.  The  least  delay  in  this  af- 
fair may  be  the  occasion  of  the  loss  of  the  Bill,  ! 
and  therefore  I am  for  committing  it  immedi- 

' Mr.  Oglethorpe  spoke  next : 

Sir ; There  never  was  perhaps  before  this 
House  an  affair  of  greater  moment,  than  the 
affair  which  is  now  before  us.  The  whole 
British  trade,  all  our  colonies  and  settlements 
in  America,  may  be  ruined  and  undone,  or 
very  much  encouraged  and  strengthened  by  the 
Resolutions  we  come  to  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion. Every  man  who  knows  any  thing  of 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  this,  nation,  knows 
how  much  the  whole  depends  upon  our  colonies 
in  the  West  Indies.  Every  man  may  see  by 
the  accounts  thnt  have  been  laid  before  us, 
wlmt  vast  quantities  of  goods  are  every  year 
brought  from  thence,  by  the  re-exportation  of 
which  we  balance  our  tiade  with  almost  every 
nation  in  Europe ; and  I believe  I may  say,  . 
thnt  it  is  owing  to  this  only,  that  the  general 
balance  of  trade  has  always  continued  so  much 

Let  us  but  consider  the  vast  quantities  of  j 
goods,  the  vast  quantities  of  British  manufac- 
ture and  produce,  sent  from  hence  every  year 
West  Iodie*» 
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let  ns  bnt  consider  what  numbers  of  British 
ships  and  British  seamen  are  employed  in  the 
West  India  trade,  and  we  shall  see  how  much 
lhat  trade  and  'hose  settlements  ought  to  be 
the  care  and  the  concern  of  a British  pnrlia- 

Our  sugar  colonies  are  of  great  consequence 
to  us,  and  I join  in  opinion  with  those,  who 
think  that  we  ought  not  to  leave  them  under 
any  hardships,  or  under  any  distress.  Let  it 
never  be  said  of  a British  House  of  Commons, 
that  the  distress  of  any  of  their  fellow-subjects 
was  pointed  out  to  them,  and  they  neglected 
or  delayed  to  do  what  was  in  their  power  for 
their  relief : but  our  other  colonies  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  ought  also  to  be  considered ; from 
them  we  have  likewise  yearly  very  large  quan- 
tities of  goods,  such  as  tobacco,  rice,  naval 
stores,  and  the  like,  which  contribute  not  a 
little  towards  preserving  the  general  balance  of 
trade  in  our  favour.  We  ought  not  to  encou- 
rage or  raise  one  colony  upon  the  destruction 
or  detriment  of  another ; much  less  ought  we 
to  grant  a favour  to  any  subject,  or.  to  any  par- 
ticular set  of  people,  which  may  prove  to  be 
against  the  public  good  of  the  nation  in  ge- 

I am  convinced,  that  some  relief,  or  some 
new  encouragement  ought  to  be  given  to  our 
sugar  colonics,  and  I shall  readily  join  in  any 
measure  fur  that  end,  which  is  not  inconsis- 
tent with  the  public  good  : hut  this.  Sir,  is  no 
reason  for  committing  the  Bill  now  before  us ; 
for  if  there  is  not  one  douse  or  one  article  in  it 
proper  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed, we  cannot  properly  go  into  a com- 
mittee upon  it ; we  may  in  a committee  upon 
a Bill  add  clauses;  we  may  make  amend- 
ments, but  we  are  not  to  make  a new  Bill. 
In  such  a case  the  proper  method  would  be, 
to  have  the  present  Bill  withdrawn,  and  to 
have  a new  Bill  brought  in  ; and  this  will  be 
n much  surer  and  a speedier  method  of  pro- 
curing relief  for  our  sugar  colonies,  than  by 
sending  up  n Bill  to  the  other  House,  so  irre- 
gular or  so  improper,  that  they  may  find  them- 
selves under  a necessity  of  throwing  it  out, 
or  which  is  much  the  same,  of  letting  it  drop 
in  their  House,  whereby  our  sugar  colonies 
will  be  obliged  to  continue  for  one  year  more, 
at  least,  under  the  hardships  and  incumbrances, 
which  now  lie  so  heavy  upon  them.  This  atlair 
being  therefore  of  the  utmost  consequence,  1 
must  be  of  opinion,  that  it  is  now  too  late, 
and  the  House  too  thin,  for  entering  upon  die 
present  debate:  besides,  gentlemen,  we  ought 
to  have  a regard  to  the  chair,  and  not  sub- 
ject him  to  so  great  and  so  long  a fatigue  ; 

I must  therefore  join  in  the  motion  that  the 
debate  may  be  adjourned  till  some  other  day. 

Mr.  Giles  Erie  stood  up,  and  said : 

Sir ; As  the'great  advantage  reaped  by  the 
nation,  by  any  branch  of  its  trade  or  manu- 
facture, depends  upon  the  exportadon ; there- 
fore when  any  matter  of  trade  comes  to-  be 
•onsidered  inritbk  Hogsej:«e  .e(Ugbt:  'to  regord  n 


only  those  methods  or  means,  which  may  tend 
towards  the  encouraging  aud  promoting  the 
exportation  of  any  manufacture:  Now  as  to 
the  case  before  us,  if  our  colonies  do  not  sell 
their  sugars  cheaper,  or  at  least  as  cheap  as 
the  French,  Dutch,  or  any  other  nation  can 
possibly  do,  it  is  ccrtaio,  that  no  part  of  that 
manufacture  can  possibly  be  exported  to  any 
foreign  market.  I shall  therefore  he  for  any 
method  that  can  reasonably  be  proposed,  for 
enabling  them  to  sell  cheaper  than  they  do  at 
present,  but  I shall  never  be  for  impowering 
them  to  exact  higher  prices  from  any  of  their 
fel)ow-subject9,  being  convinced,  that  no  laws 
we  can  mnke,  can  oblige  foreigners  to  pay  a 
higher  price  for  our  sugnrs,  than  that  for  which 
they  may  every  day  purchase  foreign  sugars  of 
equal  goodness. 

Then  Mr.  Barnard  and  some  other  members 
declaring,  That  they  would  rather  be  For  hav- 
ing the  Bill  committed,  than  that  it  should  be 
thrown  out ; because  they  thought  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  do  something,  this  session  of  parlia- 
ment, towards  the  relief  of  our  SHgar  colonies ; 
the  question  was  thereupon  put  for  committing 
the  Bill,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Resolution  of  the  Committee  appointEb 
to  inspect  and  settle  the  Fees  to  be 

TAKEN  BY  THE  OFFICERS  AND  SERVANTS  OF 

the  House  of  Commons.]  Feb.  22.  Mr. 
Wyndham  reported  from  the  Committee,  who 
were  appointed  to  inspect,  and  settle,  the 
Fees,  to  be  taken  by  all  the  Officers  and  Ser- 
vants of  the  House,  and  to  examine  what  Sa- 
laries or  Allowances,  they  have  from  the  go- 
vernment, the  matter,  as  it  appeared  to  them, 
with  the  Resolution  of  the  Committee  there- 
upon, which  they  had  directed  him  to  report 
to  the  House : and  he  rend  the  Report  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
clerk’s  table;  where  the  same  wn3  read;  and 
the  Resolution  of  the  Committee  is,  as  fol- 

Resolved,  “ Thnt  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  That  all  Fees,  to  be  demanded 
or  taken  by  any  officer  or  serranc  of  the 
House,  be  fixed  according  to  the  Rate  of  the 
List  of  Fees,  eutered  in  the  Journals  in  the 
year  1700;  and  tlint  Tables  of  the  same, 
being  first  perused  by  Mr.  Speaker,  be 

E rimed,  and  hung  up  in  the  Speaker's  chom- 
ers,  in  the  lobby,  and  in  the  clerk’s  office ; 
and  that  the  clerk  take  care  to  renew  such 
printed  Tables  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion 
shall  require,  and  to  preserve  them  nlwnys  fair 
and  legible.”  To  which  Resolution  the  House 
agreed. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  “ That,  if  any  Officer 
or  Servant  of  this  House  shall  presume  to  de- 
mand, or  take,  any  greater  Fee,  than  what 
shall  be  contained  in  the  said  printed  Tables, 
this  House  will  proceed  against  such  officer  or 
servant  with  the  utmost  severity." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Resolutions  be  Stand- 
ing Orders  of  the  House. 

' '■ThwTablQ'Of  (Fe»»,rfcefl.iac(Wttling  to  the 
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rate  of  the  List  of  Fees,  entered  in  the  Journals 
in  the  year  1TOO,  is,  as  followed);  viz. 

ATABLE  OFFF.ES,  to  be  demanded  and 

TAKEN  BY  TI1E  OtHCER8  AND  SERVANTS 

or  the  House  of  Commons. 

To  Mr.  Speaker.  £.  t.  d. 
For  every  private  Bill  - - -500 

For  every  private  enacting  clause  the 
same  Fee,  as  for  a Bill: 

And,  if  the  Bill  concerns  a 
County  or  Counties,  or  Cor- 
poration or  Corporations,  or 
tn  the  case  of  such  like  Bills, 
called  double  Bills,  a double 
Fee. 

To  Mr.  Speaker’s  Secretary. 

For  every  private  Bill  - - - 0 10  0 

For  every  private  enacting  Clause 
the  same  Fee,  as  for  a Bill: 

And,  if  the  Bill  concerns  a 
County  or  Counties,  or  Cor-  ‘ 
porstion  or  Corporations,  or 
in  the  case  of  such  like  Bills, 
called  douhle  Bills,  n double 
Fee. 

For  every  Warrant,  signed  by  Mr. 

Speaker,  for  a new  Writ,  Commit- 
ment, Discharge,  or  Witness  to 

utteud  - - - - -0  10  0 

To  Ike  Clerk,  and  the  Officers  under  him. 

To  the  Clerk. 

Far  every  private  Bill : 

For  the  several  Bendings  - - S 15  4 

For  breviating  Amendments,  in- 
terlocutory Orders,  nod  other 


For  every  private  enacting  Clause  the 
same  Fee,  ns  for  a Bill : 

And,  ’if  the  Bill  coucems  a 
County  or  Counties,  or  Cor- 
poration or  Corporations,  or 
in  the  case  of  such  like  Bills, 
called  double  Bills,  double 
Fees. 

For  every  Order,  upon  Motion,  or 
Petition,  or  Committee  appointed 
in  private  matters,  or  Copies  of 
them,  or  of  Committees  in  public 
matters,  taken  out  by  any  person  0 
For  every  Order  for  the  Commitment 
or  Discharge,  of  any  person  - - 0 

For  Copies  of  all  Petitions,  Reports, 
or  other  matters,  out  of  the  Jour- 
nals, if  under  ten  sheets  - - 0 

If  above  ten  sheets,  per  sheet  - 0 
For  every  search  in  the  Journals  - 0 
For  Copies  of  Bills,  per  sheet  - - 0 

But  if  for  Members  - - - 0 

For  ingrossing  Bills,  per  press  - -01 

For  every  hearing  at  the  bar,  from 
each  sfenwd  Imago  diairiscd  by  thcAJnifrel 
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For  attending  Committees  of  the 
whole  House,  or  grand  Commit- 
tees, in  private  concerns  - • 0 13  4 

And  for  preparing  the  Report,  and 

transcribing  - - - - 0 10  0 

Fur  reading  ut  the  table,  and  entering 
in  the  Journal,  a Report  in  private 
matters,  if  long  - - - - 0 10  0 

If  short  - - - - - 0 6 8 

For  swearing  every  Member  without 
and  within  dooi-3  (upon  the  Clerk 
of  the  Crown’s  Return,  upon  any 
vacancy)  after  the  sessions  begun, 
and  tiling  the  Certificate,  and  en- 
tering it  in  the  Return  Book  - 1 5 0 

For  the  Test,  by  act  of  parliament, 

ut  the  tnble  - - - - 0 1 0 

For  swearing  every  person  at  the 

table,  in  order  to  be  naturalized  - 0 13  4 

To  the  Clerk  Assistant. 

For  every  private  Bill  - - - 1 0 b 

For  every  private  enacting  clause  the 
same  Fee,  as  for  a Bill : 

And,  if  the  Bill  concerns  a 
County  or  Counties,  or  Cor- 
poration or  Corporations,  or 
in  the  co:°  of  such  like  Bills, 
called  double  Bills,  a double 
Fee. 

For  every  hearing  at  the  bar,  from 
each  side  - - - - -068 

For  attending  Committees  of  the 
whole  House,  or  grand  Commit- 


tees, in  pnvat 
For  every  Order  of  such  Committees  0 5 0 
For  reading  every  Petition  in  private 

matters  - - - - -020 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

For  attending  the  hearing  the  merits 
• of  the  cause  - - - - 0 13  4 

F01  drawing  the  Report  - - - 0 6 8 

For  a fair  copy  of  the  Report,  for  the 

chairman  - - - - -0  3 4 

For  each  Exhibit  - - - - 0 2 0 

For  the  Examination  of  a Witness  - 0 2 6 
For  each  Order  of  the  Committee  - 0 5 0 

To  the  Four  Clerks  without  doors,  attending  - 
upon  Committees. 

For  attending  to  adjonrn  a Com- 
mittee upon  a private  F“ 

For  unending  a Sitting  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  such  Bill,  or  Petition  - 
For  drawing,  and  transcribing,  the 
Report  for  such  Committee 
And  where  the  Bill,  or  Petition, 
concerns  a County,  Corpora- 
tion, or  Body  of  People,  or 
in  such  like  cases  (in  which 
double  Fees  are  paid  to  the 
officers  of  the  House)  double 
louthilm [JRMIS'iftrary  Digitisation  l.nit 
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For  a Summons,  for  a Witness  to  at- 
tend a Committee  - - - 0 2 6 

For  examining  a Witness,  or  takiug 
• the  consent  of  a party  to  the  pass- 
ing of  a Bill  - - - - 0 2 6 

For  every  Deed,  or  other  Exhibit, 

made  use  of  before  the  Committee  0 2 0 
To  the  chief  Clerk  without  doors  (being  one  of 
the  Jour' Clerks  without  doors)  who  receives 
the'  Fees  and  pays  them  to  the  Officers  of  the 
House  ; for  so  doing, 

For  every  private  Bill  - - - 0 10  0 

For  every  private  enacting  Clause 
the  same  Fee,  ns  for  a Bill : 

And  if  a Bill  concerns  a County 
or  Counties,  or  Corporation 
or  Corporations,  or  in  the 
case  of  such  like  Bills,  called 
double  Bills,  a double  Fee. 

To  the  Serjeant,  und  the  Officers  under  him. 

To  the  Serjeant. 

For  every  private  Bill  - - - 1 5 0 

For  every  private  enacting  Clause 
the  same  Fee,  as  for  a Bill : 

And,  if  the  Bill  concerns  a 
County  or  Counties,  or  Cor- 
poration or  Corporations,  or 
tn  the  case  of  such  like  Bills, 
called  double  Bills,  a double 
Fee: 


For  taking  a Knight  into  custody  - 5 0 0 
Fur  taking  a Gentleman  into  custody  3 6 8 
For  every  day  in  custody  - - 1 0 0 

From  every  Knight  of  the  Shire, 
when  sworn  into  the  House  (upon 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown's  Return, 
upon  any  vacancy)  after  the  ses- 
sions begun  - - - - 0 10  0 

From  every  Burgess,  upon  such  va- 
cancy - - - -060 

From  every  person  sworn  at  the 

table,  iu  order  to  ba  naturalized  - 0 12  6 
For  every  Counsel  pleading  at  the 
bar,  or  before  any  Committee  - 0 10  0 
For  bringing  a Criminal  to  the  bar  -0  6 8 
For  riding  charges,  for  every  mile  - 0 0 6 

To  the  Housekeeper. 

For  every  private  Bill  - - - 0 6 0 

For  every  private  enacting  clause  the 
same  Fee,  as  fora  Bill  : 

And  if  the  Bill  concerns  a 
• County,  or  Counties,  or  Cor- 
poration or  Corporations,  or 


in  the  case  of  suchjike  Bills, 
called  double  Bills,  a double 
Fee: 

For  every  private  Committee  - -0  5 0 

For  every  hearing  at  the  Bar  - - 0 10  0 

For  every  Prisoner,  discharged  by 

the  House  - - - - -050 

To  the  Two  Door-keepers. 

For  every  plfaffteMage  ffigim&i  by  ffi<«  Infterflh 
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For  every  private  enacting  clause  the 
same  Fee,  as  for  a Bill : 

And,  if  the  Bdl  concerns  a 
County  or  Counties,  or  Cor- 
poration or  Corporations,  or 
in  the  case  of  sach  like  Bills, 
culled  double  Bills,  a double 

For  attending  a hearing  at  the  bar  in 


private  matters  - - - - 0 7 6 

For  delivering  Papers  at  the  door  -050 
Upon  the  discharge  of  every  prisoner, 

to  each  - - - - -026 

From  every  Member  sworn  (upon  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown’s  Return,  upon 
any  vacancy)  after  the  sessions 
begun  - - - - - 0 5 0 

To  the  Four  Messengers. 

For  serving  any  Summons  of  the 
House  iu  private  matters  .-  - 0 6 8 

For  serving  the  Orders  of  Commit- 
tees in  private  matters  - - 0 2 6 

For  attending  a Prisoner,  per  diem  - 0 6 8 

For  keeping  the  door  at  a private 

Committee-  - - - - 0 2 6 

Perused  by  me, 


Ar.  Osslow,  Speaker. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Mutiny  Bill) 1 
Feb.  24.  A Message  was  brought  from  the 
Commous,  with  a Bill  intituled,  “ An  Act  for 
punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion,  and  for  the 
better  payment  of  the  Army  and  their  quarters;” 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House:  Accordingly  the  said  Bill  was  read  the 
first  time.  Then  the  duke  of  Newcastle  moved, 
That  the  same  be  read  a second  time  on  Tues- 
day next,  which  occasioned  a debate;  in  which 

The  F.arl  of  Abingdon  spoke  as  follows  : 

My  Lords, 

Considering  that  his  Majesty  has  in  his 
Speech  at  the  beginning  of  this  session  of  Par- 
liament assured  U9,  that  the  public  tranquillity 
is  fully  established,  I cannot  think  there  is  now 
any  use  for  a Standing  Army ; and  therefore, 
my  Lords,  I cannot  but  be  against  this  Bill ; 
for  I am  sure,  if  we  have  no  use  for  a Standing 
Army,  we  huve  no  use  for  a Bill  against  Mutiny 
and  Deserlion.  I being  therefore  against  the 
very  Bill  itself,  must  be  against  giving  it  a se- 
cond reading.  I hnve,  my  Lords,  been  an  eye- 
witness of  one  Revoluiion,  I hope  I shall  never 
see  another  ; and  iherefore  I shall  always  be 
against  any  measure,  which,  in  my  opinion,  lias 
the  lenst  tendency  towards  bringing  about  a 
second.  Out  of  the  respect  I have  for  the  il- 
lustrious family  now  upon  the  throne,  I must 
always  he  against  such  measures  as  I did  observe 
to  be  the  forerunners,  and  the  chief  causes  of 
the  last  Revolution  : und,  my  Lords,  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  chief  cause  oi  the  last,  was, 
the  keeping  up  of  a Standing  Army  in  time  of 
peace : such  a step  has  always,  and  will  fur 
ever  alienate  the  hearts  of  the  people  from  the 
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ng  Array  in  lime  of  peace,  the  King  first  loses 
the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  after  he  has  once 
lost  the  hearts  of  the  people,  he  is  then  in  great 
danger  of  losing  the  hearts  evon  of  that  Army 
in  which  he  puts  his  trust.  It  was,  ray  Lords, 
a wise  nnd  a glorious  saying  of  our  great  queen 
Elizabeth,  when  the  Spanish  ambassador  usked 
her,  where  her  guards  were ; that  great  princess 
pointed  to  the  people  in  the  streets,  ‘ These, 

• says  she,  are  my  guards,  my  people  nre  all  my 

* fnends.’  She,  my  lords,  put  her  whole  trust 
and  her  confidence  in  her  people ; she  always 
continued  to  do  so,  and  therefore  the  people 
always  continued  her  friends,  nnd  supported 
lier  against  as  powerful  enemies,  both  abroad 
and  at  home,  as  ever  any  king  or  queen  of  Eng- 
land had  before  or  sine?  her  time.  Thedismal 
effects  of  the  contrary  maxims,  I was  an  eye- 
witness to,  and  therefore  I am,  and  always  snail 
be,  against  keeping  up  of  a Standing  Army  in 
time  of  peace. 

Lord  De  la  War  said.  That  wlmtever  rea- 
sons might  be  offered  against  the  Bill,  might  be 
properly  offered  upon  the  second  rending  ; till 
then  it  could  not  be  supposed,  that  their  lord- 
ships  had  fully  considered  the  contents  thereof, 
and  therefore  he  was  for  ordering  it  to  be  read 
a second  time. 

The  Earl  of  Aylesford  spoke  next : 

My  Lords : I cannot  but  be  against  even 

S'rving  this  Bill  a second  reading,  because  at 
rst  view  it  appears  to  be  for  supporting  a nu- 
merous Standing  Army  ia  time  of  peace  ; this 
I need  not  any  time  to  consider  of;  this  ap- 
pears evidently  to  be  the  purport  and  intention 
of  die  Bill  now  read  to  us ; and  this,  my  Lords, 
is  against  the  very  words  of  the  Petition  of 
Right,  and  alters  the  very  nature  of  our  Con- 
stitution. All  the  confusions  nnd  disorders 
that  have  been  brought  upon  this  kingdom  for 
many  years,  have  all  beeu  brought  upon  it  by 
the  means  of  Standing  Armies  : It  was,  my 
Lords,  a Standing  Army  that  took  off  kjug 
Charles  the  first’s  head,  and  turned  that  very 
Parliament  out  of  doors,  which  had  established 
them,  nnd  the  very  same  Army  that  had  mur- 
dered the  father,  restored  the  son : Ic  was  by 
king  James  the  Snd's  keeping  up  a Standing 
Army,  that  the  affections  of  the  people  were 
alienated  from  him  ; and  by  that  very  Army  in 
whom  he  had  put  his  only  trust,  he  was  turned 
out,  for  by  their  joining  the  other  side,  the 
scales  were  turned  against  him,  and  he  found 
himself  at  la«  obliged  to  succumb  uuder  the 
just  resentments  of  an  injured  people.  In  this 
country,  in  every  country,  my  Lords,  where 
numerous  Stnndiog  Armies  have  been  kept  up, 
we  may  find  that  innumerable  evils  and  strange 
confusions  have  been  brought  ou  by  the  means 
of  such  Armies ; nnd  therefore  I shall  always 
be  against  giving  the  least  countenance  to  jtny 
Bill,  thnt  seems  to  tend  towards  keeping  up  a 
Standing  Army  in  the  time  of  peace  in  this 
country. 

The  Earl  of  I/ay  replied ; 

My  L'Wilfi  ill  aiK  feramded  .the?  , 


one  of  your  lordships,  hut  thinks,  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  some  troops ; we  must  Bt 
least  keep  up  a few  regular  troops  for  our 
guards  and  garrisons ; granting  then  that  the 
number  necessary  to  be  kept,  did  not  exceed 
500  men,  yet  if  even  that  number  be  necessary, 
the  Bill  now  brought  in  is  necessary ; for  with.’ 
out  such  a Bill  as  is  now  brought  in,  it  would  la, 
impossible  to  keep  evoo  that  number,  or  any 
number  of  troops  in  proper  order  or  discipline ; 

I cannot  therefore  think,  that  ony  of  your  lord’ 
ships  will  be  against  this  Bill  entirely.  The 
number  of  troops  proposed  to  be  kept  up  by 
ibis  Bill,  mny  perhaps  by  some  bo  thought  to0 
large ; but  that  mutter  cannot  properly  come 
in  to  be  debuted,  nil  we  go  into  a Committee 
upon  the  Bill,  and  then,  my  Lords,  the  number 
may  he  reduced,  as  this  House  shall  think  pro- 
per.— It  is  true,  my  Lords,  thnt  the  keeping  up  ' 
of  a Standing  Army"  in  time  of  peace,  without  ' 
consent  of  Parliament,  is  against  the  express  ] 
words  of  the  Petition  of  Right : But,  my  Lord* 
the  very  design  of  this  Bill,  is  to  procure  that  j 
consent,  without  which  no  Standing  Army  can  I 
he  legally  kept  up  in  this  kingdom.  This  Bill  j 
therefore  cannot  be  contrary  to  the  Petition  of  | 
Right,  since  it  is  brought  in,  in  compliance  I 
therewith  : Nor  enu  the  passing  of  this  Bill  | 
make  any  alteration  iu  onr  constitution : For  I 
the  laws  of  the  kingdom  are  certainly  a part  of  ] 
our  Constitution,  nnd  if  this  Bill  were  once  I 
passed  into  a law,  it  will  be  ns  much  n part  of  I 
our  Constitution,  as  any  other  law  that  ever 
was  made  ; this  indeed  will  be  a new  law,  but  j 
that  can  he  no  argument  against  iis  becoming 
apart  of  our  Constitution;  for  all  our  laws  hnve 
some  time  or  nnotKer  been  new  laws;  even  J 
Magna  Cliarta  itself  w as  once  a new  law  ; yet  1 
all  of  them  as  soon  as  they  were  enacted,  be-  I 
came  a part  of  our  Constitution,  and  still  con-  | 
tinue  so,  or  did  continue  so,  till  they  were  in  j 
part  or  in  whole  altered  or  repealed. 

• The  Earl  of  Strafford  spoke  next : 

My  Lords;  It  is  certainly  very  necessary  fur 
us  upon  occasion  of  this  Bill,  to  take  the  army  || 
under  our  consideration,  and  to  determine  what  | 
number  of  troops  ought  to  be  kept  up ; be- 
cause, my  lords,  this  is  the  only  opportunity  we 
can  have  of  reducing  the  number  allowed  of, 
iu  case  we  happen  to  think  it  too  great;  and  in 
case  this  Bill  goes  the  length  of  a Committee,  1 1 
shall  then  lake  the  liberty  to  declare  my  send-  ji, 
meats  upon  that  head.  But,  my  lords,  I nuw 
rise  up  to  declare,  that  I am  entirely  against 
this  Bill  or  any  Mutiny-Bill ; because  I always  ; | 
looked  upon  it,  os  setting  up  a constitution  j J 
within  a constitution,  or  rather  ‘indeed,  it  j 
is,  the  turning  of  onr  civil  government  into, 
a military  government.  This,  it  is  true,  my  ^ 
lords,  we  mny  do  by  a law,  and  that  jaw  ’ 
when  passed  will  be  a part  of  our  consutn-^ 
don,  yet  I hope  it  will  not  he  said,  that  suen  j 
an  extraordinary  law  would  make  no  alteration 
in  our  constitution.  I'cnnnot  be  ot  opinion,  J 
that  the  keeping  up  of  any  regular  troops  in 
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grunting  that  it  were,  I am  certain,  that 
order  to  keep  such  troops  under  proper  dis- 
cipline, it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a 
law  against  mutiny  and  desertion.  I hud,  my 
lords,  the  honour  to  command  a regiment  of 
dragoons  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  which 
was  given  to  me  nt  the  time  of  the  siege  of 
Namur;  and  I very  well  remember,  that  there 
was  not  at  that  time  in  England  any  such  law, 
as  what  is  notv  by  this  Bill  to  he  enacted:  We 
bad  then  no  such  thing  as  mutiny-bills  yearly 
brought  in,  nor  any  such  Bill  passed  into  u law, 
and  yet  in  those  days,  we  found  means  to  keep 
our  regiments  in  good  order  enough,  and  1 be- 
lieve there  was  as  exact  discipline  observed  in 
the  regiments  then  quartered  in  England,  us  has 
been  observed  at  any  time  since.  If  any  of  the 
soldiers  committed  any  crime,  they  were  sure 
to  he  punished,  but  then  they  were  punished 
according  to  the  ancient  laws  of  the  kingdom : 

The  officers  took  care  to  deliver  them  up  to  the 
civil  power,  and  to  see  them  convicted 
punished  as  severely  as  the  laws  of  their  ci 
try  would  admit  of,  which  sve  always  fuund 
sufficient  for  keeping  the  tneu  in  good  order, 
and  for  making  them  observe  the  most  exact 
discipline. — If  I were  to  enter  into  a particular 
examination  of  this  Bill,  I could  make  strong 
objections  against  several  clauses  thereof;  I 
•hall  only  mention  that  of  desertion,  how  un- 
necessary. how  cruel  is  it  nnw  in  time  of  peace, 
to  punish  that  crime  with  death  1 In  the  rime 
of  war,  such  a severe  punishment  was  neces- 
sary, it  was  then  just  to  punish  it  with  death, 
because  the  deserters  were  generally  at  the 
same  time  guilty  of  the  most  heinous  treachery; 
they  generally  ran  in  to  the  enemy,  and  turned 
those  arms  against  their  country,  which  their 
country  had  put  into  their  hands  for  iis  defence. 

But  now  in  time  of  peace,  desertion  has  no- 
thing in  it  of  such  a heinous  nature;  if  a poor 
fellow  deserts,  he  runs  but  from  one  of  our  own 
regiments  to  another;  and  t lie  cruel  treatment 
he  meets  with  from  some  of  the  officers,  may 
often  afford  him  an  excuse,  if  his  case  be  exa- 
mined by  men  of  humanity  and  candour.  IIow 
many  poor  countiy-feUovvs,  either  out  of  n 
frolic,  or  because  they  have  been  disobliged  or 
slighted  by  their  mistress,  go  and  li-t  themselves 
lor  soldiers?  When  such  a fellow  begins  to 
cool,  he  perha'ps  repents  of  wlmt  he  has  done, 
nnd  deserts 'without  any  other  view  or  design 
hut  that  of  returning  home,  and  following  some 
industrious-  and  laborious  way  of  living  in  his 


own  country.  Is  it  not  hard,  that  such  a por 
fellow  should  be  shot  for  such  a Infling  crime? 
The  law  perhaps  may  not  be  executed  with 
rigour;  that,  my  lords,  may  be  an  excuse  for 
the  judge,  but  none  for  the  lawgiver ; con- 
sidering that  the  officers  are  the  sufferers  by 
desertion,  and  also  the  judges  in  all  trials  of 
that  crime,  I think,  my  lords,  that  their  not 
executing  the  law  with  rigour,  it  a convincing 
argument,  that  the  pains  arc  too  severe ; but, 
my  lords,  as  I am  against  (he  Bill  itself,  as  well 
«s  every  clause  thereof,  I am  therefore  ugaiust 
Vui.  Vfflfriiited  image  djgmsed  by  The  l havers 
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giving  it  a second  reading,  or  entering  into  the 
consideration  of  the  several  clauses  ot  it. 

Then  the  question  bring  put.  That  the  Bill 
lie  read  a second  tune,  it  wus  earned  iu  the 
affirmative. 

Protest  against  the  Mutiny  Bill ] « Dis- 
sentient'— Because  no  conceive,  that  no  coun- 
tenance ought  to  be  given  to  any  act  tint  tnnjr 
possibly  lessen  the  affections  of  the  people  to 
the  King,  they  being  bis  surest  guard;  and  we 
apprehend,  that  the  keeping  up.  in  time  of 
peace,  a greater  number  of  forces  titan  can  be 
well  governed  by  the  established  laws,  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  notion  of  the  government  of  a 
free  people. (SignedA  A liingdon,  Strafford, 

Bristol,  Litchfield,  Exeter.” 

Protest  against  allowing  above  18.000  Men 
far  the  Arm ii/.]  March  7.  The  order  of  the  day 
being  read  for  die  House  to  be  pnt  into  a Com- 
miueeof  the  whole  House  upon  the  Mutiny- 
Bill,  and  a motion  being  made,  “ That  it  be  an 
Instruction  to  the  Committee,  that  the  number 
•*f  men  specified  in  the  said  Bill  do  not  exceed 
18,000.''  After  long  debate,  the  question  was 
put,  whether  such  an  Instruction  shall  be  given 
to  the  said  Committee?  it  was  resnlved  in  the 
negative,  Content  37,  Not-Content  88. 

“ Dissentient'  Abingdon. 

1.  “ Because  so  great  a number  of  troopi 
ns  is  established  by  this  Bill  was  never  al- 
lowed by  parliament  in  time  of  settled  peace, 
and  no  reason  was  given  in  opposition  to  the 
instruction  hut  what,  we  conceive,  must  equally 
hold  good  in  future  times , for  when  can  we  liopo 
to  see  a session  of  parliament  opened  with  more 
satisfactory  declarations  and  stronger  as- 
surances of  happiness  and  security,  than  those 
contained  in  his  Majesty’s  most  gracious  speech 
from  the  throne  on  the  first  day  of  this  session  : 
His  Majesty  is  therein  pleased  to  declare,  time 
hie  expectations  are  fully  answered  ; that  the 
general  tranquillity  of  Europe  is  restored  and 
'.abhslied  ; that  the  tedious  work  is  perfected 
id  finished ; that  the  wounds  which  have 
been  long  bleeding  are  entirely  healed  ; that 
the  national  expence  will  be  considerably  les- 
sened, and  that  the  nation  shall  reap  (he  fruits 
of  his  endeavours.  In  such  a situation  of  af- 
fairs, we  conceive,  tlmt  we  could  not  act  con- 
sistently with  his  Majesty's  gracious  disposition 
to  his  people,  agreeably  to  the  honour  of  this 
House,  nor  with  that  regard  we  must  always 
have  for  the  liberties  of  our  fellow  subjects, 
without  endeavouring  to  reduce  the  number  of 
troops  specified  in  the  Bill. 

8.  “ Because  the  settled  state  of  affairs  nt 
home,  and  the  great  duty  and  affection  his  31  <- 
jesty's  subjects  have  shewn  to  him  on  all  oc- 
casions, should,  in  our  opinion,  be  a full  an- 
swer to  all  arguments  that  cun  be  drawn  to 
justify  the  keeping  up  so  great  a mini  her  of 
"troops  from  any  apprehensions  of  a Pretender 
to  the  throne  ; lor  if  ihe  present  circumstances 
.of  this  nauon  be  compared  with  the  situation 
o¥  Spithaniptou'ldhrary  IXiBirisafitfiV  V.inii 
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of  uffairs  after  the  treaty  of  Ityswick  or  that  of 
Utrecht,  these  kingdoms  will  he  found  infinitely 
more  secure  in  that  particular.  In  the  first 
periud  of  time,  the  lute  king  James  was  living 
who  had  an  Irish  army  in  his  pay  in  Prance ; 
many  of  his  old  servants  and  soldiers  were  then 
alive  and  active  in  England  and  Scotland : a 
potent  prince  and  nation  always  supporting 
him,  and  ready  at  any  time  to  arm  in  his 
cause : As  to  the  second  period  of  time,  the 
Pretender  wns  in  the  neighbourhood  of  France ; 
that  French  king,  who  had  maintained  him  and 
his  fnmily,  was  still  living,  and  the  protestant 
succession  had  not  then  taken  place  ; yet,  in 
both  these  points  of  time,  half  the  number  of 
troops  allowed  by  the  present  Bill  was  not  only 
thoughtby  parliament,  but  bv  experience  found 
sufficient  for  our  security ; How  little  founda- 
tion tbeu  does  there  seem  to  be  for  continuing 
such  a number  of  forces  at  this  juncrure,  when 
the  Pretender  has  been  long  removed  beyond 
the  Alps,  and  a prince  on  the  throne  of  France 
who  seems  more  intent  to  make  his  own  do- 
minions flourish  by  trade,  than  out  of  a restless 
ambition  to  disturb  his  neighbours?  Sufficient 
reasons  maybe  drawn  from  the  present  situation 
of  affairs  in  that  kingdom,  as  well  ns  those  of 
Spain,  to  increase  our  naval  force,  hut  none,  in 
our  opinion,  for  maintaining  such  an  army  at 
land.  The  present  royal  family  is  now  (God 
be  praised)  firmly  seated  on  the  throne,  and  no- 
thing can  shake  it, but  an  administration  wbieh 
shall  venture  to  depart  from  the  principles  on 
which  the  act  of  settlement  was  founded  ; that 
Settlement  was  founded  on  liberty,  and,  by  the 
nature  of  things,  must  be  coeval  with  liberty. 

3.  “ Because  it  has  hitherto  been  thought 
the  happiuess  of  our  situation,  as  an  island, 
(hat  we  have  not  had  the  same  occasion  for 
numbers  of  troops  to  defend  us  us  those  on  the 
continent : To  prevent  the  inroad  of  their 
neighbours,  they  have  been  obliged  to  keep  op 
Standing  armies,  which  have  generally  been  the 
cause  of  the  loss  of  their  liberties,  and  always 
proved  the  sure  meaos  of  fixing  their  chains 
upon  them. 

4.  “ Because  we  are  fully  convinced  that 
his  Majesty  will  reign  the  more  firmly  in  the 
hearts  of  nil  his  . subjects,  the  more  he  places 
his  confidence  in  them  ; and  we  conceive  it  to 
be  an  indignity  to  him,  to  suggest  that  he  can- 
not now  be  secure  on  the  throne,  without  the 
assistance  of  a greater  standing  force  than  ever 
his  royal  father  was  contented  with  in  limes  of 
less  tranquillity  : Although  it  seemed  to  be  the 
tendency  of  some  arguments  used  against  the 
question,  y«t  we  can  never  be  brought  to  be- 
Tieve,  that  this  nation  is  in  danger  of  being 
over-run  by  any  foreign  force ; our  apprehen- 
sions are,  that  it  only  can  he  ruined  .and  en- 
slaved by  a standing  army  at  home;  and  we 
are  justly  jealous  from  the  experience  of  former 
times,  that  the  crown  itself,  ns  well  as  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  may  he  found  nt  length  to 
he  at  their  . disposal. 

Lastly,  “ We  refer  to  the  four  first  Reasons 
entered  opr.our(Jo^a|sothe.^lhr^aj( 
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Ary,  in  the  year  1718,*  signed  by  many  Lordsof 

this  House. ( Sign'd ) Boyle,  Shaftesbury, 

Fuley,  Suffolk,  Bristol,  Muynard,  Twee- 
dale,  Aylesford,  Litchfield,  Exeter,  Cra- 
ven, Tadcaster,  Northampton,  Bridg- 
water, Thtinct,  Strafford,  Scnrsdole, 
JCer,  Coventry,  Carteret,  Bathurst, 
Gower,  VViuchelsea  and  Nottingham.” 

March  10.  The  said  Bill  wits  read  a third 
time,  and  passed  without  any  amendment. 
Contents  64, .NotcContents  19. 

Feb.  25.  Sir  Charles  Turner  presented  the 
Salt-Bill  to  the House,  which  was  read  tlie  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a second  time;  and 
it  motion  being  made  for  reading  it  a second  lime 
on  the  2nd  of  March,  the  same  was  strenuously 
opposed,  as  being  too  short  a lime  for  con- 
sidering a Bill  of  so  much  consequence ; hut 
upon  a division,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  206  against  180, 

I Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  the  er- 
pelling  Mr.  Robinson,  a Member  of  the 
House,  who  together  with  John  Thompson,  had 
fled  beyond  Sea,  oit  Account  qf  the  Charitable 
Corporation.']  The  same  day  Mr.  Sandys  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  Affair  of  the  Charitable  Corpo- 
ration, the  result  of  their  Inquiry  as  to  the  time, 
manner,  and  circumstances  of  George  Robin- 
son, esq.  member  for  Marlow,  and  Mr.  John 
Thompson’s  withdrawing  themselves  beyond  the 
seas.  Then  a debate  arose  as  to  expelling 
Mr.  Robinson  ; many  members  were  for  ex- 
pelling him  immediately,  because  though  they 
were  to  endeavour,  by  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, to  bring  him  over  in  order  to  make  a 
discovery,  yet  they  were  to  have  a particular 
regard  to.  their  oivn  honour  : That  it  was  pro- 
posed to  grant  him  a general  indemnity  by 
act  of  parliament ; and'  putting  the  case  that 
he  thereupon  came  over,  and  made  as  full 
and  asample  a discovery  as  could  be  desired,  yet 
life  would  still  continue  a rogue,  notwithstaud- 
j ing  such  compliance ; and  no  nmn  of  honour 
would  keep  bun  company  : That . therefore  il 
would  be  very  improper  that  he  should  con- 
tinue a member  of  that  House ; and  for  that 
reason  ft  would  be  necessary  to  expel  him  be- 
fore die  bringing  in  of  this  Bill  for  a general  In- 
demnity ; for  if  the  bill  were  once  passed,  be 
might  next  minute  take  the  benefit  of  it,  and 
they  could  not  in  honour  afterwards  expel  him ; 
because  it  would  be  iuflictiog  a punishment 
upon  him  for  a crime,  for  which  be  had  got  an 
indemnity,  by  act  of  parliament. 

To  this  it  was  answered.  That  it  were  to  be 
wished  that  the  expelling  or  not  expelling  of 
him  had  not  been  mentioned : that  the  only 
thing  they  had  then  before  than,  was  to  con- 
trive means  for  prevailing  upon  him  to  come 
over  and  make  a discovery  of  that  whole  affair: 
That  if  they  should  then  expel  him,  it  would  he 
terrifying  him  from  coming  over  at  the  same 
time  they  were  inviting;  him  to  come,  which 
would  be  a very  inconsistent  manner  of  pro- 
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cecding : That  besides  it  was  uot  regular  for 
them  tu  proceed  directly  to  the  expelling  of 
him,  without  giving  him  time  to  be  heard : 
That  by  the  Report  tbeu  made  to  them,  there 
was  nu  crime  as  yet  proved  against  him  ; for 
by  that  Report  they  could  take.no  notice  nf 
any  tiling  but  his  Bankruptcy,  and  as  to  that 
he  ought  at  least  to  have  time  to  be  heard  be- 
fore he  was  expelled:  That  the  honour  of  the 
House  was  as  much  concerned  in  proceeding 
regularly  even  against  a rogue,  as  in  not  sitting 
with  a rogue  ; and  therefore  they  were  against 
to  abrupt  a method  of  expelling  him. 

To  this  it  was  replied.  That  by  the  Report 
then  made  to  them  it  appeared,  that  a statute 
of  Bankruptcy  had  been  issued  against  him ; 
and  dint  thereby  liis  whole  Estate  real  and 
personal,  was  vested  in  the  commissioners,  and 
consequently  be  could  not  have  the  Qualifica- 
tion as  to  an  Estme,  that  was  necessary  fur 
every  man  in  order  to  intitle  him  to  a seat  iu 
that  House:  That  moreover  by  the  Laws  re- 
lating to  bankrupts,  a bankrupt  was  declared 
to  be  out  of  the  king’s  protection ; be  was  in  n 
manner  au  outlaw,  and  therefore  could  not  con- 
tinue a member  of  that  House;  and  for  that 
reason  they  thought  tlmt  the  bankruptcy  nlnne 
was  sufficient  ground  for  the  House  to  proceed 
immediately  to  the  expelling  of  him. 

Hereupon  some  Members,  Barristers  at  law, 
declared,  That  the  question  ns  to  a man's  be- 
ing a bankrupt  of  not,  could  not  properly  coine 
before  them,  more  especially  before  be  had 
submitted  and  acknowledged  himself  a bank- 
rupt: That  a statute  oi'  Bankruptcy’s  being 
taken  out  against  a man,  was  no  incontro- 
vertible proor  of  bis  being  a bankrupt ; because 
if  Upon  bis  petition  it  should  appear  thut  he 
was  not  a bankrupt,  the  statute  would  in  that 
case  be  superseded : Tliey  allowed,  That  by  one 
of  the  laws  against  bankrupts  in  queen  Eliza- 
beth’s time,  a mnn  who  was  declared  a bank- 
rupt according  to  that  statute,  was  dechned  to 
be  out  of  her  majesty's  protection  ; but  that 
there  had  been  ve^  few  declared  bankrupts 
according  to  tlmt  net : That  they  did  not  know 
of  any  one  but  Mr.  Ward  of  Hackney;*  and 
that  therefore  no  argument  could  be  drawn 
from  that  statute  as  to  the  case  in  hand. 

Then  Mr.  Pelham  proposed,  That  the  Bill  of 
Indemnity  to  be  brought  iu  as  to  Robinson, 
should  contain  an  exception  as  to  the  privilege 
of  his  sitting  in  that  House,  by  which  tliey 
would  leave  themselves  at  liberty  to  act  as 
they  thought  proper,  supposing  he  should  ap- 

ear  and  take  the  benefit  of  the  indemnity  to 
granted  him. 

^To  tbi;  ;i  was  objected,  That  tbe^ending  up 
officii  a bill  to  iho  other  House,  would  be 
giving  them  a power  to  intermeddle  in  an  af- 
fair relating  to  the  privilege  of  that  House, 
vvhich  was  not  at  all  proper  to  be  done, 
therefore  it  was  proposed  to  have  the  in- 
demnity special : but  this  likewise  was  objected 
to,  as  being  »bat  would  not  be  effectual  for  the 
‘ Winn*  SHspiiiSSfftt  >’>' rile  1 lni wr*r 


purpose  intended,  because  upon  such  an  in- 
demnity it  was  not  to  he  presumed  that  Robin- 
son would  come  over;  that  he  could  not  be 
thereby  secured  against  parliamentary  censures, 
and  therefore  lie  would  never  trust  to  any  spe- 
cial indemnity. 

A Bill  ordered fir  the  Appearance  of  George 
Robinson  and  John  Thompson.]  Tllen  it  was 
ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a bill 
for  the  appearance  of  George  Robinson,  esq. ; 
at  a certniu  time  to  be  fixed  in  the  bill ; and  it 
was  also  ordered.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a hill  to  encourage  and  compel  John 
Thompson  and  bis  accomplices  to  surrender 
themselves  with  the  books  and  effects  of  the 
Corporation,  at  a certain  lime  to  be  fixed  in’  t'ue 
same  Bill. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Salt  Duty  Bill.]  March  2.  The 
Salt  Duty  Bill  was,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  tu  have  been  read  the  second  lime;  but 
before  the  rending  thereof, 

Mr.  William  Fultency  stood  up,  and  spoke 

Sir;  By  the  ancient  orders  and  methods 
of  proceeding  in  tbit  House,  nothing  relating 
to  the  raising  of  money,  or  taxing  the  people, 
can  properly  he  brought  before  us,  till  it  has 
gone  regularly  through  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  In  the  Committee  of  Supply  we 
examine  every  article  ’ relating  to  the  public 
service ; we  settle  the  several  articles,  we  exa- 
mine what  sums  will  be  necessary  for  each  artis 
clc ; and  we  resolve  upon  grunting  such  sums 
as  we  then  determine  to  be  necessary.  In  the 
Committee  pf  Ways  and  Means  we  take  •— 
our  consideration  those  methods-  "m<m  are 
proposed  for  raising  the  earns  resolved  on  in 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  after  we  have 
fixed  upon  tho-  methods  winch  are  judged 
ino;t  j-.oper,  we  order  n bill  or  bills  to  be 
brought  in,  in  pursance  of  the  resolutions  then 
made ; this  has  been  the  constant  and  unin- 
terrupted method  of  proceeding  in  all  such 
matters;  and  therefore  it  is  certain  that  no 
bill,  relating  to  the  taxing  of  the  people,  can  be 
regularly  brought  into  this  llonse,  till  it  has 
once  been  considered  of,  and  resolved  upon  in 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  When 
this  affair  about  the  Salt  Duty  was  brought  be- 
fore us  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant, 
the  only  thing  that  was  then  thought  of,  was, 
the  laying  the  same  duties  upon  Salt,  as  hod 
been  laid  on  by  the  acts  of  the  5th  and  6th  and 
of  the  9th  and’lOth  years  of  king  William  3, 
and  thereupon  we  came  to  a resolution  for  re- 
viving those  duties:  this  was  the  resolution  at 
to  the  Duty  upon  Salt  we  then  came  to,  and  in 
pursuance  of  this  resolution  a bill  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  in ; but  by  the  bill  brought  in,  as 
pretended,  in  pursuance  of  that  resolution,  I 
find  that  a great  many  laws  ate  thereby  to  be 
revived,  which  we  never  so  much  as  thought  of, 
or  once  mentioned  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
: I rthesrjr  fogfeiktrfi'Onl.inh 
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Besides,  Sir,  I find  tlmt  by  ibis  Bill  there  is  a 
new  tnx  to  be  laid  upon  the  people  ol  Great 
Britain  ; a tax'  I find  is  by  tins  Bill  to  he  Intel 
upon  while  herrings;  and  I am  sure  there  wni 
tip  such  tax  ever  mentioned  in  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  nor  did  we  come  to  nuy 
resolution  fur  laying  any  such  tax  upon  the 
people  of  Great  Britain.  There  is  not  so  much 
as  one  word  of  herrings,  or  of  any  other  fish,  in 
the  resolution  we  then  came  to.  Since  then 
the  Bill  now  before  us  is  no  wnv  warranted  by 
that  resolution,  die  passing  thereof  as  it  now 
stands  would  be  it  breaking  through  the  most 
solemn  orders  of  this  House,  in  mutters  of  the 
highest  consequence,  that  of  raising  money  and 
taxing  the  peuple  of  Great  Britain ; 1 therefore 
think,  Sir,  that  the  Bill  brought  in  ought  to  be 
withdrawn,  mid  this  whole  nffiiir  brought  again 
to  be  considered'  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  As  we' arc  now  more  apprized  of 
the  matter  before  us,  than  we  were  at  first,  and 
may  upon  second  consideration  come  to  such 
resolutions,  ns  may  authorize  the  bringing  in 
nml  passing  of  such  it  Hill  as  is  now  before  us, 
without  transgressing  the  ancient  orders  and 
constant  rules  of  proceeding  in  matters  of  so 
grealconscquence. 

Mr.  Scrape  answered : 

Sir ; The  objection  tlmt  has  been  made,  ns 
to  order,  cannot  properly  come  in  to  be  de- 
bated till  the  Bill  lms  been  read,  for  till  then 
we  cannot  pretend  to  he  ceriniu  of  the  con- 
tents ; il  the  honourable  gentleman  thinks  pro- 
per, he  may  then  insist  upon  his  ubjection ; hut 
in  toy  opinion,  there  is  not  the  least  fuundutiou 
for  such  an  objection ; for  when  the  Bill  is 
YesM,  I believe  it  will  appear,  that  there  is  no 
law  mentioned  therein  to  be  revived,  but  what 
is  generally  referred  to  in  the  resolution  oY  the 
Committee  of  Way? arid  Means;  and  it  has 
always  been  the  practice  of  this  House,  to  re- 
vive laws  by  a general  reference : There  are 
every  year  some  expired  or  expiring  laws  re- 
vived or  continued  by  a general  reference  to 
them,  without  particularly  mid  at  length  re- 
citing every  one  of  them. 

Sir  John  Rushout  replied: 

Sir;  As  I was  from  the  beginning,  so  T am 
still  against  this  extraordinary-method  of  raising 
money  by  luving  a duty  upon  salt ; b.ut  since 
such  n method  was  to  he  chosen,  the  regular 
way  would  have. certainly  been  to  have  come 
to  this  downright  rind  plain  resolution.  That  a 
duty  of  so  much  per  bushel  should  be  laid  upon, 
all  home-made  salt,  for  a term  of  three  years. 
I now  find  such  a regular  and  plain  resolution 
was  not  to  he  made,  because  in  such  a case 
there  could  not  have  been  the  least  pretence 
for  not  making  the  duty  general  all  over  the 
United  Kingdoms;  and  therefore  to  save  a part 
of  the  nation  from  the  payment. of  the  grentest 
part  of  this  duty,  this  extraordinary  method  has 
been  taken,  which  is  us  inconsistent  with  the 
ancient  method  of  proceeding  in  parliament,  ns 
ibe  duty 
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nr  the  happiness  of  die  people : But  we  see  the 
consequence  ; for  by  inking  this  new  and  ex- 
traordinary method,  a blunder  was  committed 
in  the  very  first  formation  of  the  resolution 
which  we  were  to  come  to ; whether  tlmt  was 
really  a blunder,  or  a design  to  save  some  peo- 
ple from  paying  any  thing  towurds  this  tax,  I 
shall  not  pretend  to  determine ; but  I would 
have  some  people  to  consider,  tlmt  it  is  very 
probable  this  lax  may  he  continued  after  the 
expiration  of  this  term  of  three  yours;  mid  if  it 
be,  it  is  not  very  probable  that  the  indulgence 
now  ro  be  granted,  will  then  he  continued. 
This  blunder  or  design,  be  il  which  it  will,  in 
the  forming  of  the  resolution  which  we  were  to: 
come  to  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,' 
was  however  accidentally  then  taken  notice  of, 
and  was  accordingly  collected  in  the  best  man- 
ner possible ; but  i wish,  Sir,  tlmt  the  gentle- 
men w bo  were  then,  and  seeiu  still  to  lie  so 
fond  of  this  extraordinary  method  of  taxing 
their  fellow  subjects,  hud  then  likewise  taken 
notice  of  all  Hie  other  blunders  thnt  were  rlieu 
committed,  rather  titan  that  the  ancient  inettiud 
of  proceeding  in  this  House  should  be  altered, 
or  tlmt  tins  House  should,  by  such  blunders,  he 
brought  in  to  do  any  thing  that  is  irregular  in 
ftn  ulh.tr  of  so  great  consequence. 

Mr.  Walter  1’ turner  spoke  next: 

Sir;  Whea  this  affair  was  under  our  consi- 
deration in  the  Committee  ol  Ways  and  Means, 
there  wn«  not  certainly  any  duty  or  tax  men- 
tioned, hut  those  that  were  laid  on  by  the  acts 
of  the  sill  and  Clh,  and  of  the  9th  and  10th 
years  of  the  reign  of  king  William:  There  was 
no  oilier  duty  so  much  ns  meii'ioned  nt  that 
lime,  by  any  .gentleman  in  the  Committee ; but 
il  appears  by  ibis  Bill  now  before  us,  tlmt  there 
are  nets  of  parliament  to  be  revived,  by  which 
a quite  different  duty  wnslaid  upon  the  subjects 
of  this  nation  : These  act*  being  repealed,  they 
are  now  in  the  snme  case  as  if  no  such  acts  hail 
ever  been  made,  and  therefore  the  reviving.nf 
them  is  the  very  same  thing,  as  to  make  a new 
law  for  the  taxing  of  the  people  of  this  nation; 
and  consequently  it  must  be  granted,  that  tlio 
reviving  Of  them,  without  having  considered 
them  in  the  Committee  of  W ays  and  Means, 
and  coming  to  n proper  resolution  for  that  pur- 
pose, is  contrary  to  the  constant  practice  of 
this  House,  in  ail  matters  relating  to  tlie  raising 
of  rannev,  or  imposing  taxes  upon  those  who 
sent  us  hither,  for  the  preservation  of  their  li- 
berties and  properties,  as  well  as  ol  our  own. 
The  taxing  of  the  people  is  an  alfuir  of  the 
highest  consequence  ; no  tax  ought  to  be 
agreed  to,  without  the  most  mature  delibera- 
tion ; and  for  thnt  reason  our  forefather*  es- 
tablished it  as  a maxim,  never  to  impose  any 
tax,  without  first  having  it  under  our  consider- 
tion  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Menus;  so 
that  as  long  as  we  observe  the  uucient  order* 
of  this  House,  no  tax  can  ever  he  imposed, 
without  coming  several  times  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House  ; but  if  we  depart  fiat 
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most  dangerous  precedent ; we  know  how  easily 
bad  precedents  are1  improved  upon,  and  by 
such  improvements  our  constitution  mny  be 
qnite  overturned  : The  most  heavy  taxes  may 
come  to  be  the  produce  of  n day,  nay  the  pro- 
duce-of  a few  hours. 

But,  Sir,  this  is  not  all  ; bv  this  extrnoidi- 
nnry  Bill,  and  this  extraordinary  method  nf 
proceeding,  there  is  another  dangerous  prece- 
dent introduced,  another  breacn  of  the  orders 
of  this  House  committed.  In  nil  Bills  by 
which  the  people  of  this  realm  are  subjected  to 
any  penalties  or  forfeitures,  it  is  the  ancient 
anil  the  known  practice  of  Uiis  House,  to  leave 
blanks  for  such  penalties  and  forfeitures  in 
the  lirst  draught  of  the  Bdl,  which  blanks  are 
never  filled  up  till  the  affair  enmes  before  the 
House  in  a grand  Committee  upon  the  Bill:  It 
must  be  twice  read  and  considered  before  such 
blanks  are  filled  up,  and  a considerable  time 
must  intervene  between  the  first  rending  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  filling  up  of  such  blanks,  in  which 
time  every  member  has  an  opportunity  to  con- 
sider the  affair,  to  consult  with  others,  and  to 
determine  whether  it  he  consistent  with  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  to  subject  them  to  any 
penalties  or  forfeitures  in.  such  case*,  and  to 
what  penalties  or  forfeitures  it  may  he  proper 
to  make  them  liable.  This  is  a wise  and  a ne- 
cessary precaution,  and  ought  not  to  be  depart- 
ed from  upon  any  account  whatsoever : jBut  in 
the  case  now  before  us,  we  Bre  to  revive  seve- 
ral laws,  which  is  the  same  thing  as  to  make 
new  laws,  by  which  the  people  are  subjected 
to  many  and  grievous  penalties  and  forfeitures, 
without  giving  ourselves  any  opportunity  to 
consider  of  such  penalties  and  forfeitures  when 
this  Bill  comes  before  us  in  n Committee;  be- 
cause all  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  are 
already  filled  up  in  toe  laws  referred  to  and 
to  be  revived  by.  ibis  Bill  us  it  now  stands.  The 
circumstances  of  things  and  of  countries- alter 
everyday;  those  penalties  and  forfeitures,  to 
which  the  people  were  subject  by  those  laws 
while  subsisting,  mav  now  be  extravagant,  may 
now  he  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the  freedom 
of  the  people,  thnuah  they  were  not  so  when 
those  laws  were  first  made ; and  therefore 
there  having  been  once  such  penalties  and  for- 
feitures established,  cannot  afford  us.  the  least 
pretence  for  departing  from  an  ancient  custom, 
which  has  been  so  long  observed,  and  has 
always  been  deemed  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  liberties  and  privileges 
of  this  nation.  For  which  reason.  Sir,  I shall 
he  for  the  withdrnwing-nf  this  Bill,  and  resum- 
ing die  consideration  of  this  affair  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  wuys  und  means. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  made  the-following  An- 
swer: 

Sir; 

I have  been  long  accustomed  to  be  affronted 
and  insulted,  both  within  doors  and  without", 
but  while  my  intentions  are  good,  while  my 
-only  aim  is  to  serve  my  country  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,  and  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
I shall  alwayidiKegardjttft-Tinfisction^uiat.areit 


I.  1752 — oh  the  Salt  Duly  Bill.  [101S 
thrown  out  by  those,  whose  sentiments  or  views 
mny  he  different  from  mine.  Gentlemen  may 
talk  which  wuy  they  please  about  blunders,  but 
there  was  no  blunder,  nor  any  bad  design  in 
the  first  or  second  drought  of  the  resolution 
passed  in  the  Committee  of  ways  and  means, 
nor  in  the  drawing  up  of  the  Bill  which  has 
been  brought  in,  in  pursuance  of  that  resolu- 
tion. Even  by  the  first  draught  of  that  reso- 
lution, there  wns  no  parent  the  nation,  hut 
wlist  was  subjected  to  the  duties  proposed  to 
he  lDii|  upon  salt : There  were  some  doubts 
then  started,  w hich  were,  in  my  opiiuon,  with- 
out any  foundation  : However,  la  satisfy  those 
gentlemen  who  hud  raised  such  doubts,  some 
words  were  immediately  added,  which,  accord- 
ing to  tlieir  own  confession,  pm  the  matter  out 
of  dispute:  Anil  even  the  cose  which  is  now 
pretended  to  he  a blunder,  was  under  conside- 
ration, and  the  words  of  the  resolution  were 
concerted  so  ns  to  prevent  this,  or  any  reason- 
able exceptions  being  taken  to  the  Bill  w hen  it 
should  be  brought  in.  The  words  of  the  Be- 
sot oiinn  we  came  to  in  the  Committee  of  nays 
and  means  were,  * That  towards  raising  the 

• Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  several 
1 duties  on  home- mnile  salt,  granted  to  the  late 
‘ king  William  and  queen  Mary,  by  nonet  of 
‘ the  5th  and  6th  years  of  their  reign,  for  a 
‘ term  of  years,  and  afterwards  made  perpe- 
•tual;  and  also  the  additional  duties  on  salt, 

< granted  by  an  act  of  the  9th  and  10th  years 
‘ of  his  said  late  Majrsty  king  William,  and  all 
‘ i he  duties  chargeable  on  home-made  salt  in 
‘Great  Britain,  which  by  an  act  of  the  3d 

• year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign  ceased 
‘ and  determined  on  the  85th  tiay  of  December 
‘ 1730,  be  revived  and  granted  to  his  Majesty, 
‘ his  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  term  of  three 
‘ years,  from  the  85th  of  March  next,  1732.’ 
I really  should  he  glad  to  know  what  words  are 
wanting  in  this  resolu|ion  ; (or  my  own  part,  I 
cannot  imagine  any  one  word  to  he  wanting, 
unless  it  he  the  word  and,  before  the  word  which ; 
hut  the  leaving  out  even  of  this  word  und  was  no 
blunder;  even  that  word  was  then  under  our 
consideration,  and  it  was  judged,  that  it  was 
better  to  leave  it  out. 

I am  sure.  Sir,  that  there  is  no  man  but  must 
upon  the  reading  over  of  that  resolution  con- 
clude, that  it  refers  to  all  and  every  one  of  ilia 
acts  any  way  relating  to  the  salt-duty,  which 
were  repealed  by  the  said  act  of  the  3d  year 
of  his  present  Majesty'?  reign.  The  two  acts 
of  king  William  and  queeu  Mary's,  and  of 
king  William’s  reign,  which  are  there  particu- 
larly mentioned,  were  the  o.iiv  two  nets  of  all 
those  that  are  to  be  revived,  by  which  any  tax 
ordotywas  laid  upon  the  subject.  It  had  in- 
deed been  (li<tovercd,  that  by  means  ul  the 
drawbacks  which  Were  allowed  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  herrings,  a great  many  frauds  had 
heen  committed,  and  the  public  had  been 
cheated  out  of  very  large  sums  of  money ; and 
therefore  it  was  afterwards  found  necessa  ry  to 
take  off  those  duties  which  by  those  laws  in 
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used  Iu  the  curing  of  white  herrings;  and  the 
same  were  accordingly  taken  off,  by  an  act  of 
the  8th  of  the  late  king,  and  a proportionable 
duty  was  thereby  laid  upon  w bite  herrings  cured 
with  salt  for  home  consumption  : But  is  it  not 
plain  that  this  was  no  new  duty  i jt  was  no 
new  tax  laid  upon  the  people;  it  was  only  a 
new  method  of  raising  the  duty  upon  such  salt 
ms  should  he  thereafter  made  use  of  in  salting 
of  herrings,  and  therefore  it  was  applied  to 
the  same  purposes,  to  which  the  duties  upon 
salt  had  been  before  applied ; it  was  not  look- 
ed on  as  a new  fund,  nor  was  it  applied  to  any 
new  purposes;  nay  it  was  so  much  looked  on 
as  a duty  still  remaining  upon  salt,  that  when 
the  act  was  made  for  abolishing  the  duties 
upon  salt,  this  duty  upon  herrings  was  not  so 
much  as  mentioned  in  the  act ; and  yet  by 
that  act  this  duty  ceased  and  was  abolished  as 
well  as  all  the  other  duties  upon  salt.  It  is 
therefore  plain  we  do  not  transgress  the  orders 
of  this  House,  or  the  ancient  method  of  pro- 
ceeding with  respect  to  taxes ; there  is  no  tax 
by  this  Bill  to  be  laid  upon  the  people,  but 
what  was  under  our  consideration  in  the  Coin- 
miitee  of  Supply,  and  particularly  referred  to 
iu  the  resolution  then  made. 

As  to  the  other  acts  which  are  to  be  revi- 
ved by  the  bill  now  before  us,  they  were  all 
made  for  the  more  regulnr  raising  of  that  duty, 
which  had  been  laid  on  by  the  said  two  acts  of 
the  5tli  and  6th  of  William  and  Mary,  and  the 
9lh  and  lOtbof  William,  and  for  preventing  the 
frauds  which  might  be  committed  with  relation 
thereunto.  When  we  were  in  tiie  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  had  had -the  reviving  of 
those  duties  under  our  consideration,  could  any 
man  then  imagine  that  we  were  to  revive  those 
duties,  and  yet  not  revive  all  those  laws,  which 
had  been  made  for  the  regular  and  fair  raising 
of  them  ? No  man  could  form  to  himself  such 
an  absurd  imagination.  These  laws  were  all 
repealed  by  the  act  of  the  third  of  his  present 
Majesty,  and  as'lhnt  act  is  particularly  men- 
tioned in  the  resolution  we  came  to,  therefore 
we  must  grant  that  every  one  of  the  laws  men- 
tioned in  this  bill  to  be  revived  are  generally 
referred  to  in  that  resolution.  The  very  nature 
of  the  thing  itself,  as  well  as  this  general  refer- 
ence, brought  every  one  of  those  laws  necessa- 
rily under  our  consideration;  and  it  is  certain 
that  if  any  of  us  had  had  any  objection  to  the 
reviving  of  those  laws,  such  objection  would 
then  have  been  started,  and  would  have  been 
fully  considered ; but  no  reasonable  objection 
could  then,  or  can  now  be  made  to  the  reviving  of 
nny  of  them,  or  of  any  part  of  any  of  them. 
Surely  no  man  will  say,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
mention  particularly  every  one  of  those  laws  iu 
the  resolution  we  then  came  to ; it  was  certainly 
enough  to  refer  to  them  in  general  as  repealed 
by  the  act  of  the  third  year  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty ; such  references  are  frequent  in  the  reso- 
lutions of  this  House ; it  is  what  is  done  every 

Ear  with  regard  to  the  Malt-tax,  and  yet  the 
ait-tax  act  of  the  preceding  year,  is  ns 
much  a on'e  ..t^dieu- , 
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place,  as  any  law  whatever.  Every  act  that 
ever  was  passed  in  this  House  for  raising  (he 
Malt-tax>  is  in  every  clause  thereof  as  much  a 
new  law  us  any  act  that  is  by  this  bill  t0 
be  revived,  and  therefore  it  cannot  bo  said  that 
there  is  any  law  now  to  be  revived,  but  what 
was  under  our  consideration  io  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  and  is  as  much  referred  to  by  the 
resolution  we  then  came  to,  as  is  usual  in  such 
cases,  according  to  the  ancient  method  of  pro- 
ceeding in  all  such  affairs. 

Even  as  to  laws  inflicting  pains  and  penal- 
ties upon  the  subject,  we  know,  that  it  is  the 
commou  practice  of  this  House  to  revive  such 
laws  by  a general  resolution;  it  is  practised 
every  year;  laws  expiring  or  expired  are  con- 
tinued or  revived  by  general  resolutions  and 
general  clauses,  without  any  new  recital  of  the 
whole  act  so  to  he  continued  or  revived,  or 
leaving  the  penalties  blank  to  be  filled  up  when 
the  House  goes  into  a committee  upon  the  bill 
which  is  brought  in  for  the  continuing  or  reviv- 
ing of  such  laws : there  are,  I believe,  Sir,  a 
hundred  such  precedents  in  the  journals  of  this 
House.  The  making  of  a general  recital  of  the 
laws  to  be  revived  by  this  Bill,  is  only  making  a 
short  Bill  in  place  of  a book  as  large  as  the  luud- 
tax  Bill.  Io  iny  opinion,  there  was  not  an  ab- 
solute necessity  even  to  have  mentioned  in  this 
Bill  every  law  that  was  to  be  thereby  revived; 
a general  revival  of  all  the  laws  repealed  by  the 
act  of  the  third  of  his  present  Majesty  would 
have  been  enough ; even  such  a general  revival 
would  not  have  been  contrary  to  any  of  the  or- 
ders of  this  House ; but  it  was  thought  proper 
to  mention  every  law  particularly,  that  no  man 
might  have  it-to  say,  that  he  was  catched,  or 
that  any  thing  wns  secretly  foisted  in,  or  inclu- 
ded under  the  general  words  of  the  Bill,  which 
was  not  under  consideration  at  the  time  the  Bill 

Sir ’William  Wyndhum  spoke  next. 

* Sir, 

As  to  this  Tax  upon  Salt,  I must  still  say, 
dial  I cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  a very  great 
grievance  upon  the  poor  of  this  nation.  The 
poorest  labourer  consumes  for  his  own  per- 
sonal use  as  much,  nay  more  Suit  than  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  or  any  rich  man  in  the  na- 
tion, and  therefore  we  must  reckon  that  tlie 
poor  pay  as  much  as  the  rich : there  are  but 
very  few  of  the  poor  labourers  and  tradesmen 
that  live  in  the  families  of  those  that  employ 
them,  they  generally  live  upon  the  daily  wages 
tliey-receive,  and  it  is  very  liard  to  mnke  such  a 

Eoor  man  pay  out  of  the  poor  pittance  of  wages 
e receives  for  his  daily  support,  as  much  to- 
wards the  public  expence,  as  is  paid  by  the 
richest  man  in  the  nation.  VVe  ought.  Sir,  to 
consider,  that  by  taking  from  the  rich,  we  only 
diminish  their  luxury,  but  by  squeezing-  from 
the  poor,  we  increase  their  misery.  This,  Sir, 
must  be  a moving  consideration  to  every  man 
that  bus  any  bowels  of  compassion  towards  hu 
fellow-creatures. 
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uow,  I find)  to  overturn  the  method  of  pro- 
ceeding; always  observed  m this  House  in  the 
like  cases.  This,  Sir,  is  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence to  the  very  being  of  our  constitution. 
The  ancient  orders  of  this  Huuse  ought  most 
punctually  to  be  observed.  Same  of  them 
mny  perhaps  seem  to  be  of  little  consequence  : 
But  if  we  fall  into  a way  of  breaking  through 
them  upon  slight  occasions  we  shall  soon  fall 
into  confasion  ; then  indeed  we  may  probably 
discover,  that  those  orders  which  we  now  think 
to  be  trivial,  were  of  the  utmost  consequence ; 
but  then  it  will  he  too  late.  I am  really  sur- 

Erised-  to  hear  it  said,  that  a tax  upon  white 
errings  is  a tax  upon  salt : We  may  as  well 
say,  that  a duty  upon  fish,  is  a dnty  upon  flesh, 
or  that  fish  is  flesh:  And  if  we  once  come  to 
give  such  a blind  and  implicit  assent  to  the  dic- 
tates or  assertions  of  any  man  breathing,  we 
may  have  freedom,  we  may  have  liberty,  but  l 
am  sure  it  cannot  then  bo  said,  that  we  make 
any  use  of  the  freedom  we  enjoy.  We  may 
perhaps  now  agree  to  this  odd  proposition,  that 
a duty  upon  fish  is  a duty  upon  salt ; but  I am 
sure  this  House  was  of  a iliS'erent  opinion  when 
this  duty  was  taken  off  of  the  salt,  and  laid  upon 
white  herrings  ; it  was  then  looked  upon  as  a 
quite  different  duty,  and  therefore  the  laying  on 
1 of  this  duty  upon  white  herrings,  was  first  taken 
I into  consideration  in  the  Committee  of  ways 
and  means,  and  a resolution  was  there  made 
for  the  laying  on  of  this  duty  upon  white  her- 
rings cured  tor  home-consumption,  in  the  place 
of  the  duty  that  had  been  before  laid  upon  the 
salt  with  which  they  were  cured.  If  it  had  not 
then  been  looked  on  as  a different  duty,  there 
was  no  necessity  for  having  taken  it  into  our 
consideration  in  the  Committee  for  ways  and 
means,  or  for  our  having  made  a resolution  in 
that  Committee  before  any  bill  could  be  brought 
in  for  that  purpose. 

But  it  9eems,  Sir,  this  tax  upon  herrings,  or 
the  tax  upon  salt,  has  since  that  time  changed 
its  nature : for  a hill  I find  is  now  brought  in 
for  reviving  the  duty  upon  white  herrings,  in 
pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  Committee  of 
ways  and  means  for  reviving  the  duties  upon 
salt,  laid  on  by  two  acts,  in  that  resolution  par- 
ticularly mentioned ; in  neither  of  which  is 
there  one  word  mentioned  of  any  duty  upon 
white  herrings:  This  pretence  might  perhaps 
have  admitted  of  some  shew  of  reason,  if 
neither  of  these  acts  had  been  mentioned ; if 
we  Imd  in  general  resolved  to  revive  the  seve- 
ral duties  on  home-made  salt,  which  by  an  act 
i of  the  3d  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign  ceased 
and  determined,  such  a general  resolution  might 
have  perhups  afforded  some  pretence  for  reviv- 
ing this  duty  upun  white  herrings,  but  even  in 
that  case  the  pretence  would  have  been  a very 
lame  one ; for  in  urder  to  include  this  tax  upon 
herrings,  we  ought  to  have  made  onr  resolution 
still  more  general ; we  ought  to  have  resolved, 
to  revive  the  several  duties  which  by  the  act  of 
the  3d  of  his  present  Majesty  ceased  and  de- 
termined, without  the  inserting  of  those  words, 
* Home-mader  Salt  jtiofegdihy i 
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those  words,  we  confined  the  general  reference 
nfier-inentioued  to  the  duties  on  home-made 
rail  only,  and  by  the  inserting  particularly  those 
laws  of  king  William’s  reign,  we  still  more 
strongly  confined  ourselves  to  those  duties,  even 
on  home-uiude  salt,  which  were  laid  on  by 
those  two  acts  only : If  there  had  been  any  ad- 
ditional duty  laid  even  upon  salt  by  any  other 
net,  surely  no  man  will  Bay,  that  by  our  resolu- 
tion, such  n duty  could  have  hec-n  revived, 
though  the  Same  had  ceased  and  determined  by 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  his  present  Majesty.  Nor 
is  it  any  argument  for  proving  this  duty  upon 
fish,  to  be  a duty  upon  salt,  that  it  ceased  and 
determined  by  the  same  law  by  which  the  duties 
upon  salt  were  taken  off,  though  in  that  laiv 
there  was  no  mention  made  of  the  duty  upon 
white  herrings ; because  by  the  very  act  which 
establishes  this  duty  upon  while  herrings,  there 
is  an  express  provision,  that  this  duty  upon 
herrings  should  cease  and  determine  os  soon  as 
the  duty  upon  salt  should  be  taken  off,  or  in 
proportion,  in  case  any  part  of  the  duty  upon 
salt  should  be  taken  off,  as  every  gentleman 
may  see  who  has  a mind  to  peruse  the  act  of 
the  8th  of  his  late  Majesty,  hy  which  this  dnty 
upon  herrings  was  first  established. 

It  has  been  pretended,  that  Precedents  may 
lie  found  in  the  Journals  of  this  House  for  war- 
ranting the  method  of  reviving  laws,  which  is 
uow  contended  for ; I do  not  believe  that  any 
such  precedent  can  be  found.  An  obsolete  law 
mny  without  doubt  be  revived  by  a new  law. 
A law  repealed  may  be  revived,  by  repealing  of 
tlmt  law,  by  which  it  wb6  repealed  : But  I do 
not  believe,  that  ever  any  law  was  revived,  till 
after  the  House  had  taken  such  law  particularly 
into  their  consideration  in  some  sort  of  Com- 
mittee or  another.  The  expired  or  expiring 
laws  are  never  revived  or  continued  till  they 
have  been  severally  and  particularly  examined 
and  considered  of  in  a Committee,  and  a parti- 
cular resolution  made  as  to  each  : Do  not  we 
every  year  name  a Committee  for  inspecting 
into  the  laws  expired  or  near  expiring,  and  for 
considering  which  of  them,  and  what  parts  of 
each,  are  fit  to  be  revived  or  continued  ? Does 
not  that  Committee  examine  every  one  of  them 
particularly,  and  come  to  a resolution  upon 
• each  law  by  itself?  Are  not  those  resolutions 
reported  to  the  House  ? Then  the  House  takes 
every  one  of  those  Resolutions  separately  into 
consideration,  and  orders  a bill  or  bills  to  be 
brought  in,  in  pursuance  of  such  of  the  resolu- 
tions as  are  agreed  unto  by  the  House.  Every 
member  of  this  House  knows  that  this  is  the 
constant  method  of  continuing  or  reviving  the 
Inws  that  are  expiring  or  expired.  And  is  not 
this  directly  contrary  to  the  method  we  are  now 
about  ? Can  any  man  say,  that  any  one  of  the 
laws  to  be  revived  hy  this  Bill,  was  ever  taken 
into  consideration  hy  any  Committee  of  this 
House,  or  that  any  resolution  has  been  made 
and  agreed  to  for  reviving  all  or  any  one  of 
them  ? There  was  not  so  mneh  as  one  of  them 
mentioned  in  the  Committee  of  Ways -and 
'haffajd  iSt-e  reviving1  of  the  duties 
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upon  salt  u mlar  our  consideration.  Tliey  nre 
neither  generally  nor  particularly  referred  to  in 
the  Resolution  we  then  came  to.  In  the  whole 
Resolution,  there  is  not  so  much  as  one  word 
mentioned  of  the  reviving  any  law  whatever ; 
we  resolved  only  upon  reviving  of  the  duties, 
we  did  not  so  much  as  think  of  reviving  any  of 
the  laws  relating  to  the  collecting  of  such  duties. 
That  ought  to  have  heen  the  affair  of  another 
day ; we  ought  to  have  taken  every  one  of 
them  separately  into  our  .consideration,  in  order 
to  have  determined  which  of  them  were  proper 
to  have  heen  revived ; and  we  ought  to  have 
come  to  a pnrticnlur  Resolution  as  to  each ; and 
then  in  pursuanceof  all  those  Resolutions,  such 
a Bill  ns  the  present  might  have  been  regularly 
brought  in. 

As  to  the  Mnlt-Tnx-Bill,  there  is  no  sort  of 
parallel.  Itistiue,  the  Malt-Tax-Act  of  the 
preceding  year  must  certainly  beexi>ired  before 
the  new  one  can  take  place ; but  while  the  ne 
Bill  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Hausi 
the  old  is  subsisting  : yet  even  in  llmt  rose  » 
dn  not  Iny  nnv  tax  upon  the  subject,  till  it  lu 
been  paiticularly  before  ns  in  the  Cotmnitte 
of  Ways  and  Means.  We  : hr  re  take  all  til 
duties  laid  on  by  the  former  Bill  parliculnily  int 
our  consideration,  and  the  resolution  wealway 
come  to  is,  that  the  same  duties  shall  he  raise 
upon  malt,  &c.  which  were  raised  by  such 
former  act,  particularly  therein  referred  to 
upon  this  resolution  n new  Bill  is  brought  i 
for  continuing  the  same  duties:  this  new  Bill  i 
indeed  generally  much  the  same  with  the  fur 
mer ; but  in  this  ctu,e  there  is  no  repealed  o 
expired  law  revived  : The  Bill  is  entirely  new 
and  whatever  penalties  or  forfeitures  are  there- 
by to  he  inflicted  upon  the  subject,  left  blank  to 
be  filled  up  when  the  House  goes  into  a Com- 
mittee upon  the  Bill : the  same  penalties  are 
indeed  generally  filled  up,  but  not  till  the 
House  has  an  opportunity  to  examine  them  in 
a Committee  upon  the  Bill : this  shews  that  the 
method  of  proceeding  ns  to  the  Malt-Tax- Bill 
can  bp  no  precedent,  nor  anv  authority  for  the 
Bill  now  before  us,  by  which  a great  many 
laws  are  to  be  revived,  which  wore  never  in- 
spected or  considered  by  any  coyninittee  of 
this  House.  Penalties  nre  to  he  inflicted  upon 
the  subject,  without  leaving  it  in  the  power  of 
the  House  to  examine  them  when  they  go  into 
a Committee  upon  the  Bill ; and  a tax  is  to  be 
laid  upon  the  subject,  without  its  having  been 
considered  of,  or  resolved  upon  iu  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

I would  be  glad  to  know  how  it  was  possible 
for  any  member  of  this  House,  when  we  were 
in  the  Committee  of  Ways  anil  Means,  to  make 
any  objection  against  any  of  those  laws  which 
are  by  this  Bill  to  be  revived  : There  was  not 
one  of  them  so  much  as  mentioned  at  that 
time  ; no  man  proposed  the  reviving  of  anyone 
of  them  ; how  then  was  it  possible  to  start  any 
objection  thereunto  f I believe  till  this  Bill 
was  brought  in,  no  man  dreamed  of  such  laws 
being  to  be  revived  ; and  now  it  is  too  late  to 
mako 
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before  any  man  can  Imve  to  peruse  and  consider 
nil  those  laws  that  nre  thereby  to  be  revived  . 
this  clone  may  shew  the  irregularity  and  incon- 
venience of  the  present  method  of' proceeding  j 
this  shews  what  a Dangerous  precedent  we  are 
about  to  make  for  those  that  come  after  Us:  A 
precedent, Sir,  tknt  « ill  bean  eternal  reproach 
upon  this  session  of  Parliament,  and  a prece- 
dent  that  our  latest  posterity  will  huve  cause  to 
complain  of. 


M r.  Clayton  said : 


Sir ; 


I shall  take  notice  only  of  one  thing  relat- 
ing to  the  debate.  It  is  well  known,  that  upon 
the  death  of  every  King,  all  those  duties  which  ' 
imd  been  granted  for  the  support  of  the  civil  I 
list,  expired  of  course,  and  are  in  the  case  as 
such  duties  had  ever  been  granted  : and 
he  very  first  parliament  next  alier  the  ac- 
cession of  a successor,  those  very  duties  nre  all 
.etiled  upon  the  successor,  j 


revived,  and  : 

for  his  life,  by  a general  Bill: 
thought  necessary  to  bring  in  a particular  Bill  ! 
for  every  duty  that  is  then  to  be  revived.  This,  < 
Sir,  is  an  argument  for  the  present  method  of 
proceeding,  tn  which  I defy  any  man  to  give  a 


sufficient  answer. 

Mr.  Walter  Plumer  stood  up,  and  said: 
ir ; From  this  very  debate  it  appears  plain 


n some  doubt,  whether  w 
ir  present  method  of  proceeding  , 


to  nte,  that  w 

regular  in  j | 

or  not  ; I am  persuaded  that  if  there  was  no  J 
plausible  reason  for  suspecting  the  regularity  I 
and  order  of  our  proceedings  as  to  the  Bill  now  J 
before  us,  the  right  honourable  member  on  the  | 
flour  would  not  have  taken  so  much  pains  to  I 
explain  the  case  to  us  ; and  l must  think, 
Sir,  that  in  an  affair  of  so  great  consequence, 
affair  of  as  great  consequence  as-  any  that  H 
:r  did,  or  ever  can  come  before  this  House,  I 
the  least  doubt  as  to  the  regularity  of  our  u 
proceedings,  the  least  suspicion  of  o’ur  being 
mo  auy  method  contrary  to  the  an-  ' 
orders  of  this  House,  ought  to  be  a 
sufficient  and  a prevailing  argument  for  the  with-  i 
draw  ing  of  this  Bill,  and  for  our  resuming  the 
consideration  of  this  affair,  in  theCommitteeof  J 
Ways  and  Means.  It  is  no  scandal,  Sir,  for  us,  ] 
or  fur  any  man  to  own  that  he  has  heen  in  a u 
mistake;  the  wisest  men  nre  not  infallible ; tut  "U 
for  men  to  persist  in  a mistake,  after  it  is  dis-  a 
covered,  or  even  after  they  begin  to  doubt  whe-  I 
tlier  they  are  in  a mistake  or  no,  does  not  sa-  |l 
vour  much  of  wisdom,  more  especially  in  an  i 
affair  which  may  be  so  easily  rectified.  This 
session  of  parliament  must  continue  sitting  for  ' 
some  considerable  time  as  yet  : and  as  we  i 
have  time  enough,  I can  see  no  reason  why  1 
this  affair  may  not  be  brought  again  before  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  where  all  inis* 
takes,  if  uny  he,  may  be  corrected,  and  even  all 
future  doubts  or  disputes,  as  to  regularity  end 
method,  tuny  he  obvinted. 

As  to  wbat  the  worthy  member  who  spoke 

,4*i«  Julies'  * 
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must  be  granted,  that  they  expire  at  the  death 
of  every  King;  and.  Sir,  it  must  likewise  be 
granted,  that  since  the  first  establishment  of 
such  duties,  they  have  all  been  most  punctually 
revived  by  the  very  first  parliament  after  the 
accession  of  the  next  successor.  But  in  what 
manner?  Why,  Sir,  by  the  House's  taking 
them  one  by  oue  under  consideration  in  a Com- 
mittee, and  coining  to  a particular  resolution  as 
to  every  one  r Then  indeed  one  general  Bill  is 
ordered  to  be  brought  in, in  pursuance  of  all  these 
particular  resolutions : But  is  not  this.  Sir,  a 
method  of  proceeding  quite  dift'erent  from  the 
method  we  are  now  in  ? If  those  Civil  List 
Duties  hud  ever  been  revived  by  a general  re- 
solution, and  n great  many  expired  or  repealed 
penal  laws,  relating  to  the  collecting  of  them, 
revived  hy  a general  reference  in  the  new  Bill, 
without  being  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  of 
the  Committee,  then  an  argument  might  have 
been  from  thence  drawn  for  the  regularity  of 
our  present  method  of  proceeding;  but  as  there 
never  was  any  such  thing  pretended  to  be  dono 
in  the  reviving  of  those  Civil  List  Duties,  I am 
of  opinion,  that  the  usual  method  of  proceed- 
ing with  respect  to  the  revival  of  them,  is  a very 
strong  argument  against  the  regularity  of  the 
method  we  are  now  in,  with  respect  to  this  fa- 
vourite scheme  of  reviving  the  duties  upon  salt. 
And  thus,  Sir,  I hope,  I have  given  a sufficient 
answer  to  the  argument  made  use  of  by  the 
gentleman' who  spoke  last.  But,  Sir,  ns  to  the 
duty  itself,  I am  surprized  that  there  should  be 
any  farther  dispute  about  it,  for  it  really  appears 
to  me,  that  every  man  in  this  House  is  against 
it : Even  of  those  who  at  first  seemed  to  he  for 
it  some  have  since  acknowledged,  that  it  will  he 
an  intolerable  grievance  upon  the  people  in 
Scotland;  and  the  rest  have  acknowledged, 
that  it  will  be  liable  to  a great  many  frauds  : 
Sir,  I cannot  think  that  any  man,  who  thinks 
this  duty  an  intolerable  grievance  upon  Scot- 
land, will  be  for  reviving  it ; and  we  have 
so  many  fraudulent  practices  already  in  this 
kingdom,  that  I cannot  think  any  man  will  be 
for  reviving-a  duty  which  he  thinks  will  increase 
them.  At  this  rate,  Sir,  I cannot  really  per- 
ceive that  any  man  in  this  House  is  for  the 
duty;  why  therefore  should  we  dispute  any 
longer  about  the  method  of  reviving  this  duty, 
since  every  man,  that  has  spoke  in  the  debate, 
lias  given  a good  reason  fur  his  being  against 
the  duty  itself  ? 

This  debate  being  over,  the  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  a motion  being  made  for  the 
committing  thereof,  and  the  question  being  put. 
It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  909  against 
154;  and  it  was  resolved,  Tnr.t  the  House 
would  resolve  itself  into  a Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  upon  the  said  Bill,  on  the  8th 
instant. 

A Bill  * For  securing  the  Freedom  of  Far- 
* I lament  s'  brought  into  the  Commons .]  March 
7.  Mr.  Rolle  presented,  according  to  order,  a 
Bill,  for  amending  and  making  more  effectual 
»n  act  made  liri'iTOeiTRtP  •teliiseff 
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queen  Anne,  intiiled,  ‘ An  Act  for  securing  the 
‘ Breedom  of  Parliaments,  hy  the  farther  Quali- 
1 lying  the  Members  to  sit  in  the  House  of 
‘ Commons;’  which  was  read  the  first,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a second  time. 

The  some  day,  two  Bills  were  brought  in,  re- 
lating to  George  Robinson  nnd  John  Thompson, 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  25th  of  Fehruury, 
w'hicli  were  both  read  twice  and  committed  : It 
was  also  ordered.  That  the  Committee  do  make 
the  said  two  Bills  into  one. 

March  13.  The  Bill  against  George  Robin- 
son nnd  John  Thompson  was  read  a third  time, 
and  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  where  it  passed  very 
speedily,  and  on  the  SOtli  instant  had  the  royal 

Report  prom  the  Committee  to  whom 
the  Books,  Instruments,  and  Papers  re- 
lating to  the  Sale  op  the  Estate  or  James 
late  Earl  of  Derwentwater  were  re- 
ferred.] Lord  Gage  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  all  the  Bonks,  Instruments,  ami 
Papers,  relating  to  the  Sale  of  the  Estate  of 
James,  late  earl  of  Derwentwater,*  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  House,  pursuant  to  their 
orders,  were  referred ; that  the  Committee  had 


• “ Another,  hut  a more  daring  hare-faced 
instance  of  the  abuse  of  parliamentary  confi- 
dence, happened  to  be  discovered  this  session, 
by  the  unwearied  application  of  lord  Gnge. 
He  hail,  before  lie  was  made  a nobleman,  been 
a Roman  Catholic,  which  threw  him  into  some 
connections  with  those  families.  Certain  com- 
missioners were  appointed  to  sell  the  English 
estates  forfeited  by  the  rebellion  of  (he  year 
1715,  nnd  among  others  the  forfeited  reversion 
_nf  one  that  had  belonged  to  the  Derwentwater 
family,  which  actually  brought  in  near  8,000/. 
a year,  nnd  was  improvable  to  9,0001.  The 
commissioners  employed  in  the  sale  of  this  re- 
version were  sir  John  Kyles,  sir  Thomas  Hales, 
serjeant  Birch,  and  Dennis  Bond,  esq.  Birch 
and  Bond  were  men  of  husiness,  knowing  in  the 
ways  of  life,  and  therefore  in  person  attended 
all  the  transactions  of  the  cotumis-ionera,  of 
whom  four  were  a quorum.  The  other  two 
being  really,  or  affecting  to  be,  less  conversant 
in  the  matters  of  the  commission,  by  an  unac- 
countable and  indeed  criminal  indolence,  sel- 
dom attended  the  office  upon  business;  but 
when  they  did  uot  attend,  they  empowered  one 
Allen,  who  was  secretary  to  the  commissioners, 
to  sign  their  names  and  affix  their  senls  to  nil 
bargains,  contracts,  orders  and  other  papers. 
By  a particular  management,  this  sale  was  held 
in  so  clandestine  a manner,  though  publicly  ad- 
vertised, that  none  appeared  to  hid  but  one 
Mr.  Smith,  who  bought  the  reversion  at  the 
easy  rate  of  1,000/.  At  the  time  of  this  sale, 
the  eldest  son  of  the  late  earl  of  Derwentwater, 
who  was  hut  a stripling,  was  ki  a languishing 
state  of  health  ; anil  he  actually  dying  soon 
after,  the  estate  came  to  Smith  and  hts  asso- 
ciates, who  had  been  concerned  in  the  m»nBge- 
ift/j f 'itetP HatclitTe, 
3 U 
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examined  the  said  Boole?,  Instruments,  nnH 
Papers,  and  had  agreed  upon  a Report,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  make:  and  he  read 
the  Report  in  his  place,  nnd  afterwards  de- 
livered it  in  at  the  Clerk's  table.  The  said  Re- 
port was  as  follows : 

REPORT  from  the  Committee  to  whom  all 

the  Books,  Instruments,  and  Papers, 

RELATING  TO  THE  SALE  OFT11E  ESTATE  OF 

James  late  Earl  of  Derwent  water, 

WERE  REFERRED. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  all  the  Books,  In- 
struments, and  Papers,  relating  to  the  sale  ol  the 
estate  of  Janies  late  earl  of  Derwcntwater  were 
referred,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Mouse, 
have  examined  the  said  Books,  Instruments, 
And  papers. 

Before  your  Committee  entered  into  their 
txnmmntion  they  perused  the  act  of  parliament 
bussed  in  the  1st  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
Majesty  king  George,  intituled,  * An  act  for 

* appointing  commissioners  to  inquire  into 
‘ the  estates  of  certaiu  traitors  and  of  popish 
1 rOcnsanls,  and  of  estntes  given  to  su- 
1 perstitious  uses,  in  order  to  raise  money  nut 
1 of  them  severally  for  the  use  of  the  public 
And  also,  the  act  passed  in  the  4th  year  of  his 
said  late  Majesty's  reign,  intituled,  ‘ An  Act 

* for  vesting  the  forfeited  estntes  in  Great  Bri- 
‘ tain  and  Ireland  in  Trustees,  to  be  sold  for 
1 the  use  of  the  public ; and  for  giving  relief  to 
•lnwful  creditors,  by  determining  the  claims; 

' and  for  more  efiectiml  bringing  inio  the  res- 
‘ pective  Exchequers,  the  rents  and  profits  of 
‘ the  said  estntes,  till  sold.’ 

By  the  Grst  of  wlpch  acts  it  was  enacted, 
" That  all  estates  of  wlmt  nature  or  kind  soever, 
whereof  any  person  or  persons  attainted  of  high 
treason  since  the  24th  of  June,  1715,  and  be- 
fore the  24th  of  June,  1718, y for  crimes  com- 
mitted before  the  1st  of  June,  1710 ; was,  were, 
or  should  be  seized  or  possessed  of,  in  his,  her, 
or  their  own  right,  or  to  his,  her,  or  their  own 
use,  or  whereof  any  other  person,  or  persons, 
was,  were,  or  should  be  possessed  of,  or  inter- 
ested in,  or  to  the  use  of  or  in  trust  for  them  or 
any  of  them  on  the  said  24th  of  June,  1715,  or 

brother  to  the  earl  of  Derwentwnter,  nnd  next 
heir,  was  forfeited,  and  therefore  could  not  enjoy. 

“ This  event,  however,  opened  both  the  eyes 
and  mouths  of  the  world  : nnd  by  the  indefa- 
tigable pains  Which  lord  Gage  took,  the  whole 
mystery  of  iniquity  was  traced  through  all  its 
labyrinths.  Birch  and  Bond,  who  were  mem- 
bers, were  expelled  the  House;  sir  John  Eyles 
was  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker;  and  lord 
Gage  bad  the  thanks  of  the  House  iu  a very 
elegant  speech  from  the  chair ; and  iho  whole 
transaction  wns  declnred  to  be  volil,  because  it 
appeared  that  only  Bond  and  Birch  were  pre- 
sent, nnd  the  names  of  the  other  two  commis- 
sioners were  signed,  and  their  seals  affixed  by 
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at  any  time  afterwards,  should  he  forfeited  to 
und  vested  in  his  said  late  Majesty,  his  heirs,  and' 
nuccessors,  nnd  were  declared  to  be  so  vested 
according  to  the  several  and  respective  estates 
and  interests,  whiclt  the  said  persons  attainted, 
or  to  be  attainted,  or  any  in  trust  for  them,  or 
any  of  them,  had  or  should  have  therein,  for  the 
use  of  the  public. 

“ And  to  the  end  that  all  the  estates  so  vest- 
ed might  be  better  discovered  and  ascertained, 
commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  said  act 
for  inquiring  into  all  such  estates,  and  to  receive 
and  allow  the  claims  made,  within  the  times 
thereby  appointed,  of  all  and  every  person  and 
persons  (other  than  the  forfeiting  persons,  or 
those  in  trust  for  them)  having  any  estate, 
right,  title,  or  interest,  in  law  or  equity,  in,  to, 
out  of,  or  upon,  any  of  the  estates  so  vested  in 
his  said  late  Majesty. 

" By  the  other  act  of  the  4th  year  of  his  late 
Majesty’s  reign,  all  estates  which  by  the  former 
act  were  vested  or  intended  to  he  vested  in  his 
said  late Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  were 
vested  in  thirteen  commissioners  and  trustees 
therein  named  according  to  the  several  estates 
nnd  interests  vested  or  intended  to  be  vested  in 
hissaid  late  Majesty  hy  the  former  act,  to  the  end 
the  same  might  be  bargained,  sold,  disposed  ofj 
and  applied,  by  the  said  trustees,  and  the  sur- 
vivors of  them,  to  and  for  the  uses  in  the  said 
net  mentioned  and  declared. 

“ And  the  said  commissioners  nnd  trustees, 
or  any  four  of  them,  were  thereby  declared  a 
Court  of  Record ; and  they,  or  any  four  of 
them,  were  enabled  and  required  to  sell  all  and 
singular  the  estates  and  interests  vested  in 
them  (nfter  such  claims  nllowed,  as  in  the  said  act 
prescribed)  as  soon  after  the  25th  day  of  Mardb, 
1718,  as  conveniently  might  he,  to  any  person 
or  persons  being  Protestants,  bodies  politic  or 
corporate  (other  than  the  said  commissioners 
nnd  trustees,  or  their  officers,  or  others  in  trust 
for  them,  or  any  of  them)  and,  in  order  thereto, 
should  cause  public  notice  to  he  given,  by  the 
space  of  fifteen  days  at  least,  of  the  time  and 
place,  w hen  nnd  where  they  intended  to  begin 
to  expose  to  sale  any  part  of  such  premisses; 
and  at  such  appointed  time  should  expose  the 
same  to  sale,  in  sucii  parts  or  proportions,  as 
the  said  commissioners  and  trustees,  or  any 


four  of  them,  should  think  convenient,  by  cant  "j 
or  auction ; and  the  person  or  persons,  who  | 
thereupon  should  bid  most  for  the  same,  above 
the  price  set  thereon,  should  be  deemed  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  thereof;  and  the  said  com- 
missioners and  trustees,  or  any  four  of  them,  ^ 
should  immediately  upon  every  such  sale  of  con- 
tract cause  an  entry  to  be  made  in  their  books  of  ■ 
all  and  every  the  particular  estates  so  sold  and 
contracted  for,  and  whatestute  and  interest  they  rj 
sold  therein;  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  such  *. 
buyers  or  contractors,  if  they  should  insist  i 
thereupon,  the  said  commissioners  and  trustees,  I 
or  any  four  of  them,  should  give  a note  in  writ- 
ing, under  their  hands  and  seals,  unto  the  seve- 


ing,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  unto  the  seve- 
ral,buyers,  expressing . the . particulars  by  them 
ifoiigtit^’lor  wliai 'estate  dVinteicSt  .therein, 


1029]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  5 George  H. 

price,  and  the  time  of  such  sale  or  contract, 
and  thereupon  such  buyers  should  pay  the  price 
•greed  on  into  the  Exchequer,  at  the  tune  such 
commissioners  or  trustees,  or  any  four  of  them, 
should  appoint;  and  they,  or  any  four  of  them, 
being  certified  of  the  payment  thereof,  should 
execute  an  indenture  or  contract  of  bargain 
and  sale,  of  the  parcels  so  bought  and  paid  for, 
as  aforesaid,  to  every  such  buyer  or  buyers 
thereof,  for  such  estate  or  interest  therein,  as 
die  said  commissioners  and  trustees,  or  any 
four  of  them,  should  contract  to  sell;  which  in- 
denture or  contract  being  iimdled,  as  the  said 
act  directed,  every  such  purchaser  or  purchasers, 
their  heirs,  successors,  executors,  administra- 
tors, or  assigns  should  hold  and  enjoy  such  es- 
tate and  interest,  as  should  be  conveyed  to 
them  by  the  said  commissioners  and  trustees, 
or  any  four  of  them,  freed  atid  discharged  from 
•all  claims  and  demands  of  his  said  late  Ma- 
jesty, his  heirs,  and  successors,  and  of  the  said 
commissioners  and  trustees,  their  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, administrators,  and  assigns,  and  of  all 
and  every  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
(other  than  and  except  such  claims  and  de- 
mauds  allowed  by  the  said  comiqissioners  and 
trustees,  or  any  four  of  them,  or  delegates  on 
the  determination  of  such  claims)  and  also 
freed  and  discharged  of  and  from  all  breach  of 
trust,  which  could  be  pretended  to  be  commit- 
ted by  the  said  commissioners  and  trustees,  in 
not  strictly  pursuing  the  powers  or  directions 
given  by  the  said  act. 

“ And  if  any  person  or  persons,  who  should 
contract  for  any  purchase,  ns  aforesaid,  should 
not  within  the  lime  appointed  pay  the  money 
contracted  for,  every  sucli  buyer  should  forfeit 
one  fifth  pnrt  of  the  consideration  money  con- 
sideration money  contracted  lor ; and  the  com- 
missioners and  trustees,  or  any  four  of  them, 
should  proceed  to  a new  sale  of  all  and  every 
such  estate  or  estates.” 

Tlie  said  Act  also  directed  the  payment  of 
1,000/.  per  ann.  free  of  taxes,  to  each  commis- 
sioner and  trustee,  for  his  labour,  pains  and 
services  in  the  execution  of  the  several  trusts 
by  the  said  act  reposed  in  him  ; nnd  there  was 
a power  tor  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury 
to  pay,  by  way  of  imprest,  to  such  person,  as 
the  said  pommissioners  and  trustees  should  no- 
minate, such  sums  of  mouey  for  the  payment  of 
the  salaries  of  their  inferior  officers,  and  for 
incident  charges,  as  the  commissioners  of  the 
treasury  should  judge  necessary  and  reasonable. 

Upon  entering  into  this  examination,  your 
Committee  found  in  a London  Gazette,  dated, 
from  Saturday,  June  the  15th,  to  Tuesday, 
June  the  18' li,  1723,  an  advertisement  in  the 
following  words  : 

“ Notice  is  hereby  given.  That  oo  Thursday 
the  11  ih  duy  of  July  next,  ai  nine  of  the  clock 
in  the  foreurmn.  all  the  esi -te  and  interest  vest- 
ed in  the  commissioners  and  trustees  for  the 
for  lei  led  estates  in  Eug'und,  for  the  use  of  the 
public,  in  und  to  die  several  estates  following, 
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Northumberland,  Cumberland,  and  Durham  ; 
and  the  several  estates  late  of  Francis  Ander-  ' 
ton,  in  the  several  counties  of  Lancaster  and 
Cumberland;  the  estate  of  Henry  Ox  burgh, 
in  the  King’s  County,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land; n messuage  mid  tenement  called  Lcgram 
alms  Leithgraui  house,  with  the  appurtenances 
in  Holland  cum  Leithgram  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  late  the  estate  of  William  Bolton; 
oue  annuity  or  yearly  payment  of  200/.  issuing 
out  ol,  and  charged  upon  part  of  the  estate  of 
Janies  late  earl  of  Dcrvrentwater,  and  payable 
during  die  life  of  Charles  Radclifie,  brother  to 
die  said  late  earl  of  Derweni  water ; the  manor 
of  Twickenham  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
late  the  estnte  of  Henry  late  lord  viscount 
Boliughroke ; and  in  and  to  the  estate  late  of 
Roger  Diccoiisoii,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster ; 
will  he  severally  exposed  to  sale  by  way  of  cant 
or  auction  before  the  said  commissioners  and 
trustees  at  their  office  in  Figtree  Court,  Inner 
Temple,  Loudon,  where  particulars  of  the  said 
esiates  will  he  ready  to  be  delivered  on  Monday 
the  24th  instant.  Samuel  Allen,  Secretary.” 

And  your  Committee  fouud  a printed  Parti- 
cular of  the  said  late  earl’s  estate  set  up  to  sale, 
pursuant  to  the  notice  before,  intituled,  1 A 
‘ Rental  of  the  estates  late  lord  Derwemwater’s, 

‘ in  die  counties  of  Northumberland  and  CuinT 
1 berlaud,’  in  tiie  body  of  which  particular  there  it 
likewise  inserted  an  estate  in  the  couuty  Palatine 
of  Durham,  which  estates  are  there  declared  to 
be  subject  to  an  annuity  of  200/.  payable  to 
Charles  Radclifie  during  his  life,  asjalso  to  other 
annuities  und  incumbrances  therein  mentioned : 
and  at  the  end  of  the  rental  it  is  inserted,  Thnf 
the  above  estate  was  to  be  sold  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  nu  estate  in  tail  mail  vested  in 
Charles  Radclifie,  younger  brother  of  the  said 
late  earl,  in  remainder  expectant  on  the  death 
of  John  Radclifie,  only  son  of  the  said  late  earl, 
under  age,  and  without  issue  male.  . 

Hereupon  inspecting  the  Minute  Book, 
wherein  the  proceedings  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners were  each  day  entered,  your  committee 
found,  that  on  the  lltli  of  July,  1723,  the  be- 
foie-  mentioned  annuity  is  there  declared  to  be 
sold" to  Robert  Uackett,  esq.;  for  120o/.  with- 
out the  arrears,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the 
board  the  day  before. 

But  ill  tlie  bonk,  in  which  the  contracts  of 
the  respective  purchasers  of  tlie  forfeited  es- 
tates are  emered,  on  the  days  such  contracts 
were  made,  no  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  said 
annuity  appeared  to  he  entered;  and  your 
committee  observe  among  the  contracts,  dated 
Uth  of  July,  two  leaves  are  torn  out,  and  in  the 
same  place  a loose  leaf  is  pinned  in,  on  which 
appeared  to  he  entered  a contract  for  the  pur- 
chase r.f  the  aforesaid  annuity,  signed  Robert 
Hackett;  which  loose  leaf  no  ways  tallies  to 
the  remaining  |>urt  of  either  of  the  leaves  lorn 


vu.  The  several  estates  late  of  James  late  earl 
of  Der w eot waie'?,  Tu,!Sie 1 'several'  countna^iilf 


In  the  Miuute  Book,  where  the  proceedings 
of  the  24th  of  July  are  entered,  it  is  there  meu- 
ti  .ned.  That,  Mr.  Hackett  having,  refused  to 

should 
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he  pul  up  again  to  sale  on  Tuesday  then  next  who  said,  that  he  was  formerly  Register  to  the 
following.  Commissioners  for  the  sale  of  the  forfeited 

Anil  in  the  Book  of  Contracts  your  Com-  estates,  and  is  now  Keeper  of  the  Records  and 
• mil tet  fohi.tl  a Contract  signed  Mntth.  While,  Paper's.,  belonging  to  the  said  Commission; 
and  dated  tin  SOlli  of  the  same  July,  in  which  that,  since  the  Said  records  and  papers  were 
he  is  declared  purchu-er  of  the  stud  Annuity  delivered  to  him  by  Mr.  Allen,  the  then  scrre- 
pf  200/.  togi  iher  wiili  all  the  a.  rears  thereat,  tary  to  the  said  ctniiinissioneis,  they  have  never 
from  the  Attainder  of  the  said  Charles  Rad-  been  out  of'his  Custody,  nor  have  nnynltera- 
cliffe,  lor  the  sum  of  1,201/  Is.  and  no  more.  terns  been  made  in  them,  to  his  knowledge 

Upon  winch  ydur  Committee  inspected  the  since  that  time. 

Minutes  nl  tho  Proceedings  of  the  SO.hof  July,  That  t,he  first  time  he  observed  leaves  to  he 
and  found  only  the  names  of  two  of  the  Com-  torn  out  of  the  Book  of  Contracts,  was  when 
inissiouers.  Mr.  Serjeant  Birch,  and  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Smith  lately  applied  to  him  for  copies  of 
entered,  as  present  that  day ; and  no  notice  some  claims,  and  the  contract  for  snle  of  the 
taken,  that  the  said  Annuity  was  either  put  np  late  lord  Derwent w liter’s  estate;  upon  the  ex- 
to  sale  by  cant  or  auction,  or  sold  ; though  in  aminant's  searching  for  the  said  contract  (which 
the  aforesaid  Contract,  White  is  declared  to  be  is  dated  the  lltlt  of  July,  1723),  it  was  nut 
the  best  bidder:  nor  did  it  appear  to  your  entered  among  the  contracts  of  that  date, 
Committee  by  any  of  the  books  or  minutes,  but  leaves  had  been  there  torn  out ; and 
that  the  Commissioners  ever  demanded  from  he  found  it  entered,  subseqnent  to  another 
Hackelt  tire  forleituris  directed  to  be  paid  by  contract,  dated  the  30th  of  the  same  July, 
the  Act,  for  not  performing  his  contract.  Being  shewn  a loose  leaf,  on  which  is  entered 

In  the  Minute  Book,  among  the  proceedings  the  contract  for  the  sale  of  Mr.  RadrlilV’s  an- 
of  the  lllh  of  July  1723,  yuurCommittee  lound,  nuity  to  Hackctt,  and  asked,  where  he  found 
that  the  estates  of  the  lute  earl  of  Derwent-  that  leaf,'  lie  answered,  lie  found  it  at  the  end 
water,  iu  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and  of  the  contract  book,  hut  pinned  it  into  the 
Cumberland,  were  sold  to  William  Smith, esq.;  place,  where  he  .tlioiight  .it  belonged,  and 
of  Billiter  square,  London,  for  1,0C0/.  But  the' first  time  lie  saw  it,  was,  when  the  be- 
upon  inspecting  the  Book  of  Contracts,  where  forementioned  application  was  mnde  to  him  by 
those  dared  the  11th  of  the  same  July  are  Smith. 

entered,  your  Committee  found  no  such  Cou-  Mr.  Samuel  Allen,  being  also  exnmined  in 
tract  entered  there  ; but  two  leaves  appeared  the  most  solemn  manner,  suid,  That  he  was  ap- 
to  be  torn  out ; and  after  several  contracts  pointed  by  the  said  commissioners,  first  to  be 
dated  between  the  11th  and  the  30th  of  the  their  solicitor,  and  afterwards,  upon  the  re- 
same month,  a contract  is  entered,  signed  Wil-  movai  of  the  late  Mr.  Martin,  to  be  their  se- 
liani  Smith,  and  dated,  as  on  the  11th;  by  cretary;  that  he  always  locked  up  the  hook  of 
which  the  estate  tail  vested  in  Charles  Rad-  contracts  in  the  coiiimissioners  room  ; and  upon 
clilfe  ib  remainder,  expectant  on  the  death  of  his  making  inquiry  lately  among  Martin’s  clerks, 
John  Radclifie,  without  issue  male : and  also  how  leaves  came  to  be  torn  out  of  the  said 
the  reversion  in  fee  of  the  said  late  earl’s  hook,  they  could  give  him  no  account  of  that 
estates  in  Northumberland  and  Cumberland,  matter. 

subject  to  the  charges  and  annuities  mentioned  The  book  being  shewn  him,  where  Smith's 
in  the  printed  particular,  are  sold  to  the  said  contract,  dated  the  11th  of  July,  is  entered. 
Smith  for  1,060/.  subsequent  to  one  dated  the  30th;  and  he 

It  also  appeared  to  your  Committee  by  an  asked  the  reason  of  it,  he  answered,  It  was 
original  Precept,  sealed,  und  signed  with  the  wrote  by  one  Cooke,  a clerk  at  that  time  in  the 
names  of  four  Commissioners,  and  diiecled  to  office;  and  the  examinant  believed  the  first 
the  said  Willum  Smith,  requiring  him  to  pay  contract  was  torn  out,  and  another  was  nfter- 
intu  the  Exchequer  1060/.  that  the  said  money  wards  made,  and  antedated;  and  he  said,  he 
was  for  the  pun  base  of  part  of  the  estate  of  believed,  that  several  leaves  had  been  torn  out, 
the  late  earl  of  Derwemwater,  in  the  counties  before  he  entered  upon  the  office  of  secretary, 
of  Norilutmberland  and  Cumberland.  and  might  afterwards,  but  he  never  tore  out 

Upon  examining  the  Bonks,  where  copies  of  any  himself,  nor  did  hg  remember  he  gave  any 
the  several  Conveyances  are  entered,  your  orders  for  so  doing ; if  he  did,  it  was  when  con- 
Cuinmiitee  found,  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  Inst  tracts,  entered  wrong  by  the  clerks,  have  been 
menu  uied  Contract,  a Conveyance  was  exe-  torn  out  by  the  commissioners-  order;  for  h? 
cuted  by  the  said  Commissioners,  dnlod  the  should  never  have  given  such  orders  himself 
28tli  of  Septemher,  1743,  whereby  the  said  late  without  their  direction. 

carl's  estmesin  the  counties  iif'Nortliumber-  He  further  said,  That  he  Relieved  several 
land  and  Cumberland,  uud  the  county  palatine  leaves,  between  the  lltli  and  18th  of  July, 
of  Durham,  nre  conveyed  to  the  said  Smith.  1723,  might  he  cut  nut  of  the  said  book,  whilst 
It  appearing  to  your  Committee  in  the  course  in  his  custody,  but  he  knows  nothing  of  the 

of  then  examination,  that  leaves  have  been  loose  leaf  beforeinentioned,  nor  that  there  was 

torn,  or  , cut  out,  ern'ements  made,  and  inter-  any  louse  leaf  , in  the  said  book,  when  he 
lineati-mv  inserted,  in  ihe  Minute  Book  and  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Turbill:  -however,  that  there 
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Mr.  William  Cooke,  being  examined  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  snid,  That  lie  was  regis- 
tring  clerk  to  the  commissioners, and  ingrossing 
clerk  of  tbe  decrees. 

Upon  his  being  shewn  the  loose  leaf,  whereon 
is  entered  Rockett's  contract  mentioned  before, 
and  examined  in  relation  thereto,  he  said, 
That  con;ract  was  of  his  hand-w  riting,  he  some- 
times entering  contracts,  when  the  clerk,  whose 
business  it  was  to  do  it,  was  otherwise  em- 
ployed; but  being  so  long  since,  he  could  not 
remember  whether  he  wrote  it  in  a book,  or  on 
n looseshc-et  of  paper ; but  he  did  notremember, 
that  be  ever  wrote  any  coutract  on  a loose 
leaf. 

He  likewise  snid,  That  Mr.  White’s  contract 
for  the  purchase  of  Mr  Rndclifte's  annuity, 
dated  the  30th  of  July,  1723,  and  Mr.  Smith's 
contract  dated  the  11th  of  the  same  month, 
were  of  his  hand  writing;  but  he  could  not 
remember  the  days  of  the  month,  on  which  he 
wrote  the  same ; yet  he  believed,  hy  the  ordei 
in  which  they  are  entered  in  the  book,  that 
Smith's  contract,  dated  the  11th,  was  wrote 
after  White’s  dated  the  30tli.  And  he  said 
be  had  his  directions  concerning  this  contract 
of  Smith’s,  from  one  Mr.  Harris  only. . 

t,JVIr.  John  Harris,  being  examined  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  said,  That  he  was  clerk 
under  the  secretary  to  the  said  commis- 
sioners ; and  being  asked,  from  whom  he  Imd 
the  draught  of  Mr.  Smith's  contract,  dated  the 
lltli  of  July,  and  entered  subsequent  to 
White’s  of  theSOth,  he  answered,  he  had  it 
from  Mr.  Allen,  but  remembered  no  orders  he 
gave  to  Cooke  relating  thereto,  though  Cooke 
sometimes  assisted  him, 

Being  asked,  if  he  never  observed  any  leaves 
to  be  torn  out  of  the  Book  of  Contracts,  he 
said,  the  first  time  he  did,  was  at  his  former 
examination  before  y*ur  Committee;  but  he 
believed  it  had  been  a practice  in  the  office  to 
tear  them  nut,  when  mistakes  have  happened 
in  the  writing,  or  the  particular  of  au  estate 
has  beeu  defective,  or  a better  title  has  been 
mnde  appear,  hut  then  it  was  never  done  with- 
out order  from  the  board  of  Commissioners. 

He  further  said,  That  he  always  attended 
the  sales  of*  the  forfeited  estates,  and  particn- 
iaily  remembered,  lie  was  present  the  11th  of 
July,  1723,  when  the  late  lord  Derwentwster's 
estate  was  set  up  to  sale : and  he  believed,  it 
was  tlien  sold  to  Mr.  Smith;  that  the  con- 
tract was  entered  that  day  in  the  book ; and 
he  believed  lie  was  witness  to  it,  because  he 
was  witness  to  the  other  contracts  entered  the 
same  day. 

Theu  he  was  shewn  the  Book  of  Contracts ; 
and  not  finding  it  entered  among  the  other 
contracts  of  that  dale  witnessed  hy  him,  the- 
examinant  said,  he  believed  it  was  torn  or  cut 
out,  but  by  whom  or  nt  wlmt  time  this  was 
done,  he  could  nor  remember, 

Whereupon  lie  was  dirti  ted  to  declare  what 
he  knew  or  had  heard  relating  to  this  matter; 
and  tie  inf., 

Allen  and  himself  went  to  Mr.  Smith,  to  know 
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of  him  the  particulars  of  his  contract  being  cut 
out,  and  at  what  time  it  wasdono.  Mr.  Smith 
told  them,  he  believed- it  was  done  upon  his 
application  to  the  board  of  commissioners, 
when  he  made  it  appear  to  them,  I hat  they 
had  a better  estate  or  interest  left  in  them, 
than  what  they  hnd  sold  to  hiqi ; and  there- 
lore  he  had  got  an  order  for  a new  contract, 
the  draught  of  which  Smith  (upon  tbe  exa- 
minant's asking  him)  said,  he  believed  was 
made  out  by  the  late  Mr.  Moor,  who  was  then 
master  of  the  references:  The  examinant  then 
asking  Smith,  who  tore  out  the  first  contract ; 
his  answer  was,  He  did  not  see  it  tom-oat,  nor 
did  he  know  who  did  it,  but  he  believed  it  was 
done  the  30th  of  July ; the  examinant  said, 
Mr.  Smith  did  not  mention  the  names  of- the 
commissioners  present  the  dnv  this  order  was 
made  ; but  upon  Allen’s  asking  him,  from 
whom  he  had  this  intelligence  of  the  additional 
estate,  Smith  answered,  Prom  Mr.  Moor. 

Mr.  Allen  in  his  examination  confirmed  what 
Mr.  Harris  said  in  relation  to  lliat  which  Smith 
• old  Harris  and  him,  and  added  likewise,  that 
Smith  said,  the  new  cnntraqt  was  made  for 
the  same  consideration  as  the  former. 

Mr  Turliill  also  in  his  examination  gave  in- 
foraiution  to  your  Committee,  that  Mr.  Smith 
had,  since  this  enquiry  began,  given  him  the 
?ame  account  iti  relation  to  the  vacating  his 
first  contract,  and  that  Smith  told  him,  that 
upon  his  application  to  the  commissioners,  ano- 
ther contract  Was  made  about  20  days  after, 
but  dated  as  on  the  11th  of  July. 

And  Mr.  Turbill  in  another  part  of  jiis  exa- 
mination said,  That  some  time  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Radcliffe,  son  to  the  late  earl  of  Uer- 
wentwatei,  the  examinant  then  being  in  the 
country,  Mr.  Smith  wrote  him  a letter,  ac- 

3 painting  him,  thnt  now  Mr.  Radcliffe  was 
ead,  they  should  want  copies  of  several 
claims  and  decrees. 

Hereupon,  Mr.  Turbill  was  asked,  if  heknew 
what  Mr.  Smith  meant  when  he  made  use  of 
the  word  ‘ They and  he  answered,  he  sup- 
posed he  meant  other  persons  that  were  linked 
with  him  in  the  purchase. 

The  examinant  being  usked,  if  he  knew  who 
those  persons  were  ; he  said,  he  had  often  heard 
Mr.  Smith  say,  that  Mr.  John  Bond,  sir  Joseph 
Eyles,  and  Mr.  White  (the  purchaser  of  Mr. 
Radeliffe’s  annuity)  were  concerned  in  the 
purchase  of  the  said  late  earl’s  land  estate  ; 
and  the  examinant  said;  he  remembered,  Mr. 
Smith  told  him,  that  on  the  11th  of  July,  the 
day  of  the  sale  of  this  estate,  he,  the  said  . 
Smith,  upon  seeing  the  printed  particular  of 
the  estate  hang  up  in  tbe  office,  asked  one  or 
more  of  the  persons  abovenamed,  if  they  would 
be  concerned  in  a lottery ; and  the  examinant 
thought  he  mentioned  White;  that  since  this 
enquiry  the  examinant  has  also  heard  Smith 
say,  That  he  and  White  were  jointly  concerned 
in  die  purchase  of  the  annuity ; but  he  did  not 
mention,  whether  they  were  concerned  at  the 
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and  Mr.  Turbill.  wlieiber  notice  Imd  been  given 
of  Mr.  Radcliff's  annuity  being  put  up  to  sale, 
after  tbtu  Mr.  lluckt 't  went  off  from  bis  bar- 
gain, 3S  mentioned  before. 

.And  Mr.  Allen  said,  ibnt  be  believed  no  no- 
tice was;  given  of  a Second  sale  of  the  said  an- 
nuity, nor  did  be  remember  that  lie  ever  bad 
any  orders  for  such  notice. 

Mr.  Turbill  said  likewise,  that  he  never  hod 
any  orders  for  notice  of  that  sale  himself,  nor 
knew  of  any  given  to  others ; neither  had  he 
any  notes  of  bidding  at  such  second  sale. 

By  the  Minute  Book  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  said  commissioners,  and  by  the  Book  of 
Contracts,  it  appeared  to  your  Committee,  that 
Beverul  contracts  for  sales  bear  date  respec- 
tively on  the  days  on  which  the  names  of  two 
of  the  commissioners  only  are  entered  as  pre- 
sent, in  tlie  minutes  of  those  days  proceedings. 

And  Mr.  Allen  being  examined,  whether 
any  estates  had  been  sold,  when  four  commis- 
sioners were  not  present  ; 

He  said,  that  on  the  SOth  of  July,  the  im- 
propriate tytlies  of  Bucklcbury,  the  estate  of  . 
the  bite  lord  Boliugbroke,  was  sold  to  one  Sa- 
muel Child  for  2,025/.  and  Mr.  White's  con- 
tract for  Mr.  Radcliffe’s  annuity  was  executed 
and  witnessed  by  him,  when  only  two  commis- 
sioners, Mr.  Serjeant  Birch  and  Mr.  Bond,  were  i 
present;  and  had  there  been  any  sale  that  day, 
the  examinant  should  have  known  it,  being' 
present  all  that  day,  and  the  minutes  of  his 
writing ; and  if  any  other  commissioners  had 
been  present,  he  should  have  entered  their 
names  in  the  minutes ; for  he  believed  lie  never 
forgot  at  any  time  to  enter  therein  the  names 
of  t/ie  commissioners  that  were  present. 

Mr.  Harris  likewise  said  in  his  examination, 
That  he  happening  to  come  into  the  board  room 
the  said  30th  of  July  upon  business,  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Birch  and  Mr.  Bond  were  there,  and  he 
docs  not  remember  that  on  that  day  any  other 
commissioners  were  present. 

Then  Mr.  Allen  was  asked  by  your  Commit- 
tee, whether  to  supply  the  defect  of  a sufficient 
number  of  commissioners  at  the  board,  such 
commissioners  as  were  absent,  have  not  after- 
wards set  tbeir  names  to  papers  or  instruments, 
or  ordered  others  to  do  it  for  them  : And 

He  answered,  That  he  bad  set  sir  John 
Eyles’s  name  to  contracts,  as  if  he  hud  been 
present ; and  that  he  had  a general  direction 
from  sir  John  Eyles  and  sir  Thomas  Hales,  to 
set  their  names  to  warrants,  precepts,  contracts, 
or  any  thing  done  at  the  hoard ; that  they  knew 
he  did  it,  and  approred  of  it;  otherwise  he 
should  not  have  ventured  to  have  done  it;  and 
be  said,  lie  had  those  orders  soon  after  he  offi- 
ciated os  secretary ; but  he  had  no  such  orders 
from  any  of  tlie  other  commissioners,  nor  did 
he  know  of  any  such  orders  given  to  others. 

Mr.  Cliocke  laid  before  your  Committee, 
pursuant  to  thc-ir  order,  two  original  precepts 
from  the  said  coramissionets,  tlie  one  dated  the 
litb  of  July,  1723,  and  directed  toWm.  Smith, 
esq.  to  pay  into  the  exchequer,  1,060/.  for  the 
purchase 


and  iheotberdatcd  the  SOth  of  the  same  month 
and  directed  to  Matthew  White,  esq.  to  pa* 
likewise  1,201/.  Is.  Oil.  for  the  purchase  of  Mr, 
Itndcliffe’s  annuity  payable  thereout : Both 
which  precepts  were  scaled,  and  are  signed 
with  the  names  of  Dennis  Buud,  John  Birch 
Juhu  Eyles  and  Thomas  Hales. 

Upon  notice  being  taken  by  your  Committee 
of  some  words,  or  memorandum  wrote  on  the 
precept  dated  the  11th  of  July; 

Mr.  Cliocke  said,  That  a person  came  to  pay 
money,  pursuant  to  that  precept,  on  the  29J, 
of  the  same  Juiy,  but  went  back  and  cam® 
aguin,  and  paid  it  in  on  tlie  31st. 

Mr.  Allen  was  afterwards  called  in,  and  be- 
ing shewed  the  said  precepts,  and  examined,  he 
said  at  first,  That  he  wrote  the  names  of  sir 
John  Eyles  and  sir  Tho.  Hales  to  holh  of  them; 
afterwards  he  owned  himself  mistaken  a;  to  sir 
John  Eyles’s  name  being  signed  by  the  exami- 
nant to  that  of  the  11th  of  July ; hut  said,  lie 
signed  sir  Thomas  Hales's  name  to  it ; and  both 
tbeir  names  to  ibat  of  the  30th. 

Being  asked  where  he  signed  them,  lie  said 
in  the  board  room,  when  only  Mr.  Serjeant 
Birch  and  Mr.  Bond  were  present ; that  they 
never  made  any  objection  to  his  signing,  but 
upon  several  occasions  have  called  upon  him 
to  do  it. 

He  was  then  asked,  if  sir  Thomas  Hale* 
never  left  orders  for  the  examinant  to  sign, 
after  he  has  been  gone ; and  he  answered,  he 
believed  he  had  several  times;  but  whether  sir 
Thomas  Hales  was  present  that  day,  or  not,  be 
could  not  tell. 

Being  asked,  whether  he  had  not  entered  the 
names  of  Commissioners  in  the  Miuuie  Book, 
ns  present,  though  they  were  absent ; and  being 
shewu  the  Minute  of  the  11th  of  July,  1723, 
where  the  names  of  four  Commissioners  arc 
entered,  as  present,  viz.  Mr.  Serjeant  Birch, 
Mr.  Bond,  sir  John  Eyles,  and  sir  Thomas 
Hales;  lie  said,  he  believed  be  entered  the 
names  of  sir  John  Eyles,  and  sir  Thomas  Hales, 
as  present,  though  absent,  to  tally  with  their 
names,  which  he  had  put  to  the  warrants  or 
contracts  of  the  day. 

Then  he  was  shewu  the  Minute  of  the  SOth 
of  the  same  July,  where  the  names  of  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Birch  aud  Mr.  Bond  only  are  entered,  as 
present,  and  being  asked,  why  he  did  not  then 
enter  the  names  of  sir  John  Eyles,  and  sir  Tho- 
mas Holes,  he  said,  he  could  not  recollect  the 
reason  of  that  particular. 

lie  was  then  examined,  upon  what  occasion 
sir  John  Eyles,  and  sir  Thomas  Hales,  gave  him 
orders  to  sign  their  names,  when  absent ; and 
he  answered,  it  was  for  want  of  a sufficient 
number  of  Commissioners  present  at  tlie  board 
to  dispatch  business  ; but  wheu  any  business  of 
consequence  was  to  be  transacted,  sir  John 
Eyles  bus  been  sent  for,  and  bus  often  attended 
upon  such  notice;  and  nt  other  times  ih® 
examinant  has  waited  on  him  at  his  house,  with 
contracts  for  him  to  sign. 

Being  further  examined,  he  said,  That  lie 
of  ton- 
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veyatice,  or  to  any  thing,  but  what  he  then  ap- 
prehended to  be  matters  of  form ; and  that, 
when  this  power  was  given  him,  the  limitation 
was  to  matters  of  form. 

He  was  thereupon  asked,  What  he  appre- 
hended to  be  matters  of  form  ; and  his  answer 
was,  a great  many  things ; such  as  orders  for 
persons  to  attend  to  give  their  testimony ; for 
persons  to  appear,  and  give  in  their  claims ; and 
ts  tor  paying  money  into  the  exchequer; 
at  the  act  directed  to  be  signed  by  four  of 
the  Commissioners,  he  then  did  take  to  he 
matters  of  form ; hut  lie  could  not  say,  he  took 
the  attendance  of  four  of  the  Commissioners,  as 
required  by  the  act,  to  be  a matter  of  form. 

Beipg  asked,  whether  he  thought  contracts 
for  sales  of  estates  were  matters  of  form,  he 
said,  he  did  at  that  time  take  them  to  he  so  : 
and  said,  that  the  Commissioners  signed  nnd 
sealed  (he  contracts  they  gave  to  the  purchaser 
(when  demanded)  at  the  same  time  that  the 
purchaser  signed  his,  but  (he  same  was  not 
sealed  or  delivered  in  the  manner  that  deeds  j 
are,  when  executed ; and  that  which  the  pur- 
chaser signed,  was  always  witnessed  ; and  that 
he  looked  upon  these  contracts  to  bind  the  Com-  i 
missioners  to  execute  the  bargains  of  sale  to  the 
purchaser,  according  as  the  act  directs. 

Upon  which  he  was  asked,  if  he  ever  put  his  ' 
hand  and  seal  to  any  of  those  contracts;  he 
said,  he  had  signed  the  names  of  sir  John  Eyles 
and  sir  Thomas  Hales  to  contracts,  and  sealed 
them  w ith  a seal  that  was  in  the  office,  but  that 
he  never  had  sir  John  Eyles’s  or  sir  Thomas 
Hales's  seal ; and  he  never  remembered  any 
Contracts  to  be  signed  out  of  the  board  room, 
either  by  the  Commissioners  or  purchasers. 

Being  asked,  whether  Smith  and  White,  at 
the  time  their  contracts  were  signed,  made  any 
objection  to  there  being  hut  two  Commissioners 
present,  or  to  his  signing  thereto  the  names  of 
sir  John  Eyles  and  sir  Thomas  Hales,  he  an- 
swered, they  made  no  objection,  nor  could  he 
say,  they  saw  him  sign,  any  otherwise  than  as 
they  were  at  the  board  the  time  the  examinant 
signed  them. 

Mr.  Harris  (as  being  witness  to  all  the  con- 
tracts dated  the  11th  of  July}  was  asked,  whe- 
ther Mr.  Smith  made  any  objection  to  Mr.  Al- 
len’s signing  sir  Thomas  Hales’s  name  to  his 
contract  made  the  1 1th ; and  he  said,  he  re- 
membered no  objection  made  hy  Smith. 

But  in  another  part  of  his  Examination,  he 
informed  your  Committee,  that  having  occasion 
to  go  into  the  board  room  on  the  30th  of  July, 
he  saw  Mr.  Allen  sign  sir  John  Eyles’s  name  to 
Smith's  contract  made  that  day,  and  dated  the 
llth;  and  he  more  particularly  remembers 
this,  because  it  is  the  last  contract  entered  in 
the  book. 

Mr.  William  Marwood,  being  examined  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  said,  he  was  formerly 
clerk  to  the  master  of  che  references : and  to  the 
best  of  his  remembrance  he  attended  at  the  sale 
of  the  late,  lord  Dcrn  entwater’s  estate  on  the 
llth  of  July.madtcarriifetiHitliiRROtgsiofbiridiBgii 
at  that  sale,  when  Mr.  Smith  was  then  declared 
the  best  bidder. 
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Being  asked,  who  were  the  Commissioners 
then  present,  he  answered  there  were  four,  but 
could  uotname  any  besides  Mr.  Seijeant  Birch, 
who  was  then  in  the -chair;  and  that  he  never 
saw  a sale  without  four. 

He  was  asked  several  times,  if  he  could  be 
positive  there  were  four  present  on  the  llth  of 
July  ; and  he  said,  he  could  not  be  positive,  but 
on  the  best  of  his  remembrance  and  belief,  he 
thought,  there  were  four  present. 

Your  Committee  observing,  that  in  the 
printed  particular  of  the  lord  Derwentwater’s 
estate,  the  value  is  there  computed  to  be  5,013/. 
per  annum,  and  the  timber  valued  at  4,500/1 
they  examined  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 

Mr.  Henry  Rodbourne  ; who  said,  that  about 
three  years  ago  he  was  upon  the  estate ; that 
the  same  is  improveable;  nnd  there  are  several 
lead  mines  upon  it;  and  that  he  computed  (ha 
value  of  the  estate,  with  the  profits  of  the 
mines,  which  are  worked,  to  be  about  S,300/. 
or  6,400/.  per  annum,  and  the  estate  is  in- 
. creased  since  the  time  of  sale  about  2,  3 or 
-100/.  per  annum.  He  also  said,  tlint  since  the 
late  earl’s  death,  his  son  had  only  a power  to 
grant  leases  during  the  term  of  his  minority, 
and  for  that  reason  the  mines  have  been  neg- 
lected ; but  if  the  said  estate  and  mines  were  to 
be  let  out  upon  leases  for  the  term  of  21  and 
31  years,  the  whole  might,  according  to  his 
judgment,  be  made  worth  about  9,000/.  per 
aunum. 

Mr.  Joseph  Sttideley,  being  examined  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  said,  That  he  was  present 
the  llth  of  July,  1723,  when  the  late  lord  Der- 
wentwater’s estate  was  put  up  to  sale  at  2,000/. 
that  the  examinant  came  to  bid  for  it  at  the  de- 
sire of  one  Mr.  Penson,  but  no  person  bidding 
for  it,  while  he  stayed,  nnd  other  estates  being 
set  up  to  sale  before  he  came  away,  he  thought 
' it  would  not  be  sold  that  day,  and  therefore  he 
went  and  told  Mr.  Peuson  (wlio  waited  for  him) 
that  be  believed  the  estate  would  not  be  sold 
that  day,  and  had  the  examinant  thought  it 
would,  he  should  have  stayed,  for  he  came  on 
purpose  to  bid  for  it  by  Mr.  Penson’s  orders, 
but  was  not  to  bid,  untill  others  had  bid  before ; 
and  further  said,  that  when  an  estate  had  beeu 
set  up,  and  nobody  bid,  it  was  usual  to  put  it 
up  at  a lower  price  the  same  day. 

Being  asked,  what  one  Tooke  had  told  him 
in  relation  to  this  affair  ; he  answered,  tbBt 
. about  a week  after  Tooke  told  him,  it  was  a 
hustled-up  clandestine  sale  : and  Tooke  then 
belonged  to  the  office : whereupon, 

Mr.  Nicholas  Tooke,  being  examined  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  said,  that  he  did  not  re- 
; member  he  had  any  such  conversation  with 
Studeley,  but  had  conversed  witbStudeley  seve- 
ral times. 

But  he  said,  that  he  was  at  the  sale  of  the 
late  lord  Denyentwater’s  estate,  and  having 
occasion  to  speak  with  sir  Thomas  Hales,  he 
sent  his  servant  from  an  outward  room  into  the 
office,  to  know  if  he  was  there;  and  he  brought 
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might  not  come  after  he  went  aw’ay ; for  that 
he  stayed  not  above  ait  hour  in'  the  Forenoon, 
but  Went  away  before  the  estate  was  sold ; and 
when  it  was  first' put  up,  the  examiuant  was  not 
there. 

Mr.  Smith,  the  purchaser  of  this  estate,  was 
summoned  to  attehd  your  Committee  fbut. they 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  oblige  him  to  be  exa- 
mined : and  therefore,  upon  the  question  heing 
asked  him,  whether  he  was  willing  to  be  exa- 
mined touching  the  subject  matter  of  their  en- 
quiry ; the  next  day  he  acquainted  your  Com- 
mittee, that  he  hoped,  they  would  not  take  it 
amiss,  if  lie  declined  such  examination. 

Ordered,  Tlmt  the  said  Report  be  taken  Into 
consideration  to-morrow  se’nnight.  And  tlmt 
such  a number  of  copies  be  printed,  ns  shall  be 
sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

Mr.  Denis  Bond,  Mr.  Baron  Birch,  sir  Tho- 
mas Hales,  sir  John  Eyles,  Mr.  John  Bond,  and 
air  Joseph  Eyles,  being  named  in  the  said  Re- 
port ; and  it  appearing  to  be  the  sense  of  the 
House,  tlmt  they  should  promise  to  attend  in 
their  places  to-morrow  se’nnight ; they  severally 
itoud  up  in  their  places,  and  declared,  that  they 
would  attend  accordingly. 

Ordered,  Tlmt  all  tlie  Members  of  this  House, 
who  nreinandabout  the  town,  do  attend  the  ser- 
vice of  the  House  to-morrow  se’nnight ; and 
that  no  member  do  presume  to  go  out  of  town, 
without  leave  of  the  House. 

The  Bill,  * For  securing  the  Freedom  of  Par- 
liaments,' read  the  third  time,  and  thrown  out.] 
March  23.  The  Bill,  ‘ For  the  better  securing 
•die  Freedom  of  Parliaments,  by  farther  quali- 
fying members  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons,’ 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  being 
put,  that  the  Bill  do  pass,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative*  by  66  votes  against  60.  Then  a mo- 
tion was  made, Tlmt  a Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire,  whether  any  member  of  that  House 
did  sit  in  the  House  contrary  to  law ; but  the 
question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative,  by 
83  votes  against  87. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill  for  reviving 
Che  Sail  Duty.']  March  22.  A Bill  from  the 
Commons,  “ For  reviving  the  Duties  on  Salt 
for  the  Term  therein  mentioned,”  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  a motion  being  made  for  a second 
reading  thereof,  it  was  carritd  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  40  voices  against  25. 

March  27.  The  said  Bill  was  read  a second 
time;  and  a motion  being  made  for  committing 
the  same, 

The  Earl  of  Winchelsea  stood  up,  and  spoke 

My  Lords;  This  House  has  often,  with  great 
honour  to  itself,  and  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  nation,  opposed  and  defeated  measures 
which  had  been  first  broached  iu  the  other 
nouse,  when  it  appeared  that  such  measures 
tended  to  the  ruin  and  dissolution  of  both. 
Yhi9  is  a privilege  we  are  indulged  wiih  by  oui 
happy  coKsWHticin,v  and  we-.irrcvtlr,;  wure.-tmdei-  ; 
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a greater  necessity  of  exerting  litis  privilege 
than  we  are  at  present.  We  never  had  a more 
favourable  opportunity  of  shewing  a disinterest- 
ed regard  for  the  true  bnppiness  and  welfare  of 
the  people  than  we  now  have.  The  Bill  now 
before  us,  though  brought  in  by  the  represen- 
tatives uf  the  people,  is  a Bill  the  most  iniquit- 
ous and  the  most  oppressive  upon  the  people  of 
iiriy  Bill  that  ever  was  brought  into  either  House 
of  Parliament.  I cannot,  my  Lords,  hut  call 
it  a most  iniquitous  and  oppressive  Bill,  because 
there  is  thereby  a most  henvy  burden  laid  upojt 
the  poor,  and  a most  unequal  tax  upon  the  sub- 
jects  of  this  part  of  the  uuited  kingdoms.  There 
is  indeed,  by  tliis  Bill,  a very  great  favour 
shewn  to  the  Northern  parts  of  this  island. 
This  favour  is  really  a sort  of  corruption  upon 
the  members  from  that  part  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  I must  say,  that  if  ever  corruption  was  iu 
any  case  commendable,  it  is  in  tlie  preseut;  I 
their  approbation  of  this  Bill  is  engaged  by 
shewing  a partiality  which  they  are  no  way  in- 
titled  to  by  the  articles  of  the  Union,  or  by  guy  | 
stipulation  since. 

I am,  my  Lords,  very  for  from  arguing  for,  or 
desiring  that  this  duty  should  be  laid  upon  tlie  I 
people  iu  that  part  of  the  island  : Upon  the  1 
contrary,  I shall  always  be  against  it  to  the  ut- 
most  of  my  power,  because  1 am  persuaded  that 
the  people  of  that  pan  of  the  island  cannot  I 
bear  to  pay  so  heavy  and  so  grievous  a duty:  , 
But  for  that  very  reason  I am  against  this  bill, 
for  I think  that  no  tax  ought  to  be  laid  on  fur 
tlie  current  service  of  the  year,  but  such  as  the  j 
whole  nation  may  be  able  to  contribute  a share 
to : it  is  raised  for  the  service  of  the  whole,  j 
and  therefore  every  part  ought  to  hear  its  equal  J 
share.  If  things  are  fairly  and  impartially  con- 
sidered,! am  persuaded  it  will  appear,  that  the 
Southern  parts  of  the  island  are  as  unable  to  \ 
bear  so  heavy  a burden  as  the  Northern  parte 
ure,  and  I hope  there  will  be  in  this  House  an  II 
equal  regard  shewn  to  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. We  ought  to  be  ready  to  do  all  the  la-  f 
vour  we  can  to  every  part,  without  showing  s I 
partiality  to  any.  And  as  Scotland  may  in  f 
some  manner  be  looked  on  ns  the  wife  of  Eng; 
land,  we  ought  to  he  most  careful  not  to  alloif  I 
any  minister  to  debauch  her,  by  shewing  any  'i 
articular  favours  to  tlmt  purt  of  the  islaijd,  or  |) 
y laying  burthens  upon  others,  ’which  thus*, 
are  not  to  be  subjected  to. 

The  Lord  Carteret  spoke  next.  U 

My  Lords ; I 

I must  recommend  it  to  your  lordships  tq  | 
consider  how  this  duty  upon  Salt  came  to  be 
taken  off.  It  is  bo;  two  years  ago,  and  there*  , 
(ore  your  lordships  must  all  remember,  that  it  d 
was  upon  a must  gracious  recommendation  Irom  j] 
tue  throne.  His  Majesty,  who  always  cause-, 
ders  the  good  of  his  subjects  in  general,  recom- 
mended to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  thd  | 
ew-ing  of  the  poor  of  this  nation.  The  words 
mode  use  of  by  his  Majesty  on  that  occasion, 
.ire  so  muving  and  so  compassionate ; 1 hhjft 
gentlemen  in  toe. 
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country,  that  I have  lung  (met  them  fixed  in  my 
memory : However,  upon  the  present  occasion, 
1 turned  to  them  again,  and  lor  the  more  cer- 
tainty I have  taken  them  down  in  writing  : They 
were  ns  follows,  “ You  will  see  by  the  Ac- 
counts that  will  be  laid  before  you,  the  state, 
produce,  and  application  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
as  far  as  hath  been  hitherto  directed  by  act  of 
parliament ; and  you  will  not  fail  to  take  into 
consideration  the  farther  disposition  of  the 
growing  produce : You  are  toe  best  judges 
whether  the  circumstances  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
and  of  the  National  Debt,  will  as  yet  admit  of 
giviug  any  ease  where  the  duties  are  most  griev- 
ous. I have  the  greatest  regard  for  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  I look  with  compassion  upon  the 
hardships  of  the  poor  artificers  and  manufac- 
turers. I leave  it  to  your  determination,  what 
may  reasonably,  and  with  due  caution,  be  done 
upon  this  critical  consideration."* 

These,  my  Lords,  were  the  words  of  liis 
Majesty's  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne 
but  two  years  ago.  From  these  it  appears  that 
his  Majesty  looks  upon  the  poor  artificers  and 
manufacturers  of  this  nation,  as  the  greatest 
objects  of  pity  and  compassion,  and  as  the  first 
that  ought  to  be  relieved.  Then  it  was  judged 
by  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  that  no  tax  was 
so  grievous,  no  tax  lay  so  heavy  upon  them  ns 
this  tax  upon  Salt,  mid  therefore  it  was  taken 
off.  Though  the  duties  then  raised  upon  salt 
stood  engaged  for  the  payment  of  some  of  the 
public  debts,  yet  so  unanimous  ivas  the  voice 
of  king,  parliament,  and  people  at  that  time 
against  this  tax,  that  nothing  could  he  a bar  to 
the  taking  it  off;  even  the  creditors  uf  the  pub- 
lic voluntarily  gave  up  their  security,  in  order 
to  second  his  Majesty’s  good  intentions,  and  to 
get  the  nation  set  free  from  such  a heavy  bur- 
then. But  what  arc  we  now  going  about  ? We 


: distressed  purt  of  his  subjects,  befoi 
tliey  have  tasted  any  thing  of  the  benefit  that 
was  designed  them,  by  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  pursuance  of  his  Majesty’s  recom- 
mendation from  the  throne.  For  my  own  part, 
I always  looked  upon  the  abolishing  of  the 
Salt-tax  as  the  pure  effect  of  his  Majesty’s  love 
and  affection  for  his  people ; I always  consi- 
dered it  as  such,  and  in  ail  the  countries  where 
I -have  been  since  that  time,  have  made  so  much 
use  of  it  as  an  argument  for  proving  how  much 
his  Majesty  has  the  good  of  his  people  at  heart, 
that  if  I had  no  other  reason  to  be  against  this 
bill,  1 must  be  ugainst  it  out  of  respect  to  his 
Majesty,  and  for  supporting  that  argument 
which  I have  so  often  made  use  of,  in  favour  of 
our  present  happy  establishment. 

I have  many  reasons,  my  Lords,  for  being 
against  this  grievous,  this  pernicious,  this  insup- 
portable tax,  tome  of  which  I shall  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  your  lordships.  In  the  first  place, 
it  is  a most  grievous  and  a most  unequal  tax 
upon  the  poor  labourers,  the  tradesmen  and  the 
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manufacturers.  Those  very  people  who,  bus 
two  years  ago,  were  recommended  to  us  by  his' 
Majesty  as  the  greatest  objects  of  pity,  arc,  by 
this  las,  to  be  the  most  heavily  loaded.  The 
poorer  a man  is,  the  more  salt  provisions  is  he 
obliged  to  consume,  anil  consequently  the  more 
he  will  be  obliged  to  pay  towards  this  tax ; 
such  is  the  cruelty  thereof,  that  the  most 
wretched  are  thereby  the  most  heavily  loaded  ; 
such  the  injustice,  that  the  more  n man  has, 
the  less  is  he  obliged  to  pay  towards  the  public 
ex  pence : the  rich  generally  live  upon  fresh 
provisions,  but  a poor  man  must  live  upon  salt 
meat,  or  ho  must  eat  no  meat  at  all.  J3y  such 
methods  we  shall  soon  banish  all  ibe  artificers 
and  manufacturers  nut  of  the  kingdom.  We 
know  how  ready  some  of  our  neighbours  are  to 
receive  them,  and  to  give  them  nil  possible  en- 
couragement. Wc  know  hriw  much  they  are 
already  loaded  with  taxes  in  this ' country. 
They  can  have  none  of  the  comforts  of  lift, 
without  paying  much  .dearer  for  them,  than 
in  any  other  country;  nnd  now  we  nre  going 
to  take  from  them,  oral  least  to  make  them  pay 
severely  for  the  very  necessaries  of  life,  for  tbuc 
without  which  they  cannot  subsist.  How  can 
«e  expect  to  preserve  either  our  trade  or  our 
manufactures,  if  we  are  once  deserted  by  that 
useful  body  of  people  the  artificers  and  the 
manufacturers?  and  Jiow  can  we  expect  to 
keep  them  in  our  country,  if  we  go  on  thus 
every  year  loading  them  « ith  taxes,  while  our 
neighbours  are  declaring  them  free  from  all 
imposts  ami  duties,  and  doing  all  that  is  in 
their  power  to  intice  them  away  from  us? 

At  the  same  time  that  this  tnx  is  an  intole- 
rable load  upon  our  trade,  and  an  insupportable 
burthen  upon  our  poor,  it  will  bring  no  ease,  it 
will  bring  no  relief  to  the  Inndeil  gentlemen, 
hut  must  really  at  last  prove  to  be  the  ruin  and 
destruction  nf  the  landed  interest.  It  is  not, 
my  lords,  the  land  taxes  which  the  landed  gen- 
tlemen have  paid,  that  have  brought  them  into 
so  many  difficulties,  but  it  is  the  many  excises 
which  they  have  been  subject  to,  that  has  ruined 
their  lands  as  well  as  themselves.  It  is  a certain 
maxim,  that  the  more  taxes  are  laid  upon  the 
bourn  produce,  the  cheaper  it  must  always  be 
sold  by  the  producer,  and  the  dearer  it  will  al- 
ways cost  the  consumer : the  dealers  between 
the’  producer  and  the  consumer  are  the  only 
persons  who  get  any  thing  by  the  laying  on  of 
duties  and  excises.  We  know  that  there  never 
was  a duty  laid  upon  any  produce,  eitlter  foreign 
or  domestic,  but  what  raised  the  price  to  tha 
consumer  more  in  proportion  than  what  the 
duty  nniouuted  to;  and  at  the  same  lime  the 
dealer  or  retailer  made  use  of  that  duty,  ns  a 
good  argument  for  running  down  the  price  he 
was  to  pay  to  the  producer  or  importer.  It  i» 
by  this  our  landed  gentlemen,  ns  well  as  their 
esrates,  haye  been  undone.  The  many  excises 
nnd  duties  now  raised  in  this  nation,  eat  up  tha 
yearly  income  of  the  gentleman's  estate,  and 
the  farmers  being  ohliged  to  sell  the  produce  of 
their  lands  at  a cheap  rate,  and  to  pay  denr  for 
>alf  fliim  nor  can 
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produce,!tbey  "cannot  therefore  he  able  to  pay 
SO  high  ' a rent  as  forrierly -to  the  landlord. 
Thus  the  landed  genrlemnn  is  doubly  undone ; 
for  while  his  income  is  eat  up  by  the  excises  he 
pays  for  what  is  made  use  of  m his  own  family, 
his  rents  are  diminished;  or  his  tenants' ure 
broke,  by  the  excises  paid  by  them.  1 

A gentleman  of  100?.  a year,  whose  estate  ns 
to  the  land  tax  is  computed,  at  the  full  'value, 
pays  20/.  a year  out  of  it,  when  the  land  tux  is 
dt  4s.  in  the  pound  ; that,  it  is  true,  reduces  his 
estate  to  80/.  a year;  but  that  is  only  for  one 
year,  he  mny  be  free  of  the  land  tax  tile  next 
year,  and  then  his  100/.  comes  whole  and  entire 
to  bint.  But  if  by  raising  excises  and  dudes  in 
place  of  that  4s.  in  the  pound  land  tax,  yon 
make  the  supporting  of  his  faniily  40/.  n year 
dearer  to  him  than  it  was  before,  is  not  that  SO/, 
taken  from  his  estate  ? ran  he  then  live  better 
for  his  100/.  than  he  could  have  done  before  for 
his  80/.  a year  / lie  is  therefore  no  gainer  by  this 
ease  as  to  the  land  tax.  But  mark  the  conse- 
quence ; these  duties  and  excises  foil  heavy 
npon  his  tenants  as  well  as  upon  him  ; the  sup- 
porting of  their  families  comes  now  to  be  dearer 
tO' them  than  it  was  before,  and  therefore  the 
rents  must  have  been  before  so  low  that  the 
landlord  might  have  raised  them,  nr  it  will  now 
be  impossible  for  the  tenants  to  continue  paying 
the  same  rents  they  formerly  did  ; so  that  very 
probably  the  yearly  rents  of  his  estate  may  be 
Teduced  to  80/.  a year,  out  of  which  if  you  de- 
duct the  20/.  a year  ho  is  obliged  to  pay  as  an 
additional  expence  for  the  support  Of  his  own 
family,  there  will  remain  to  him  but  60/.  a year; 
and  Ills  estate  ns  to  the  land  tax  being  still  va- 
lued at  100/.  a year,  if  you  nte  obliged  in  two 
er  three  years  after  to  lay  on  again  the  lund  tax 
of  4s.  in  the  pound,  this  gentleman  must  pay 
20/.  a year  out  of  the  60/.  his  estate  was  reduced 
to ; and  thus  by  pretending  to  give  him  an  ease 
as  to  the  land  tax  for  one  year,  you  at  last  re- 
duce his  estate  to  less  thnn  one  half  of  the  real 
value;  it  is  now  but 'just  one  half  of  wlmt  he 
had  formerly  to  spend  yearly,  when  he  paid  a 
land  tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound.  This  ha^  in  many 
cases  been  the  consequence  of  laying  duties  and 
excises  in  place  of  land  taxes  and  Che  more 
frequently  this  destructive  measure  is  pursued, 
the  more  general  will  this  consequence  be. 
Tenants  must  live  and  support  their  families 
out  of  the  produce  of  their  farms;  they  must 
pay  the  duties  and  excises  of  those  things  that 
are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  their 
families,  or  for  the  manuring  of  their  farms ; 
•■'■'^deficiency  (if  any  bo)  must  always  frill  upon 
landlord.  Those  tenants  that  were  at  a 
• • teat  have  perhaps  hitherto  supported  it,  and 
paid  their  rents,  notwithstanding  the  many  du- 
ties and  excises  they  have  been  obliged  to  pay ; 
but  it  is  still  a loss  to  the  landlord,  because  if  it 
had  not  been  for  those  duties  and  excises  paid 
by  the  tenant,  the  landinrd  might  have  raised 
Lis  rents  much  more  than  any  land  tax  that  ever 
was  laid  on  in  this  kingdom  would  have  amount- 
ed . Printed Wndiahised hv the fm  vanity 
There  is  no  nation"  m the"  world  that  lias 


more  occasiuH'ijjfWi 
money  ia  tile. most  frugal.  ** 
which  is  the  leust  expel..  r...  t » lti>..pnqds. 
know;  my  lord-,  U »u.i  . 

.vast  difference  iliere  jsi, -between  thw.-gffj&s, .xi»d 
tile  net  produce  of  this  !tptyruppii.;.sqll : It 
never  produced  above  189,000?,  ppr 

and  by  the  most  modfc»t  compulation,  thuc,  $ 
above  twice  that  sum  yearly  raised  uppu  li  e 
peopleof  -England  only,  by  the  means  of.  this 
lax:  Everyman  knows,  that.thp  yearly  ex- 
penoe  of  raising  it  is  af  least.  25,906/,  lids'  for 
three  years  amounts  to  7 6,000/.  and  if  to  this 
we  add  the  interest  that  must  be  paid  upon 
borrowing  the  money,  the  whole  will  amount 
to  100,000?.  which  is  thesum  the  nation,  must 
pay  by  way  of  charges,  for  the  raising,  this 
600,000/.  thoitis  wanted  for  the  current  ser- 
vice of  the  year.  This  is  a fact  that  cannot  be 
contested  by  the  greatest  favourer  of  this  ex- 
l i nordinary  scheme  ; I do  not  doubt  but  that 
it  will  cost  the  nation  a great  deal  more;,  hut 
I make  this  calculation  from  what  must  be  al- 
lowed evrin  by  those  who  are  the  most  sanguine 
promoters  thereof.  Can  any  man  then  say, 
that  this  is  a frugal  \yay  of  raisiug  money/ 
How  hard  will  it  be  to  make  the  people  pay 
such  an  extravagant  charge,  especially  now, 
when  there  is  no  necessity  for  it?  By  this  Bill 
we  are  again  put  into  that  destructive  method 
of  funding  and  anticipating  of  taxes,  which  is 
a method  that  never  ought  to  lie  followed  but 
in  cases  of  the  utmost  necessity.  During  the 
last  war  our  necessity  was  our  excuse:  hut  d 
now  we  have  no  necessity  to  plead ; it  is  tneei 
gaycte  de  cteur : Can  that  ever  be  allowed  of  , 
as  an  excuse  for  our  entailing  heavy  and  per- 
nicious taxes  upon  our  posteriiy  ? 

As  to  that  part  of  the  kingdom  called  North 
Britain,  there  is  indeed  u partiality  shewn: 
but  even  this  partiality  is  no  real  favour,  any 
otherwise  than  only  as  being  a less  injury : 
The  laying  on  of  this  tax  io  place  of  the  shil- 
ling in  the  pound  land-tax,  is  doing  a very  great 
injury  to  the  whole  kingdom;  and  all  the  fa- 
vour that  can  be  pretended  to  be  shewn  to  the 
northern  parts,  is,  that  the  injury  is  not  so  great 
with  respect  to  them,  as  it  is  with  respect  to 
the  southern  parts  of  Britain.  When  an  in- 
jury is  offered  openly  and  avowedly,  one  knows 
how  to  resent  it ; if  we  cannot  resent  it,  there 
is  at  least  some  satisfaction  in  complaining; 
but  to  hear  a real  injury  called  a favour,  is 
whut  no  man  can  bear  ; it  is  a contempt  tliBt 
will  rouze  the  most  patient  people  upon  earth. 

!t  is  well  known,  my  lords,  that  tlnf  sum 
raised-in  Scotland  by  a land-tax,  proportion-  »' 
able  to  a shilling  in  the  pound  in  England,  * 
never  amounted  to  above  12,000/.  in  a year; 
this  was  the. whole  that  was  ever  raised  upon 
the  people  of  Scotland  by  such  a tax,  either  to- 
wards the  tax  itself,  nr  towards  the  charge  ot 
raising  the  same ; hut  when  this  tax  even  of 
one  shilling  upon  the  bushel  of  salt  was  6up-i  . 
sisting,  it  appeared  that  the  net  produce  thereof 

to  Xt* 
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4,000/.  per  annum  more  ; From  hance  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  by  the  means  of  thig  duty  of  one 
shilling  upon  the  bushel  of  salt,  there  will  be 
above  8,000/.  raised  yearly  upon  the  people 
of  Scotland.  And  as  this  duty  is  to  be  laid  on 
for  three  years,  in  lieu  of  a shilling  in  the 
pound  land-tax  for  only  one  year,  is  it  not  at 
clear  as  figures  can  make  it,  tliat' the  people 
of  Scotland  are  to  pay  above  34,000/.  in  place 
of  the  18,00 01.  which  they  must  have  paid  to- 
wards the  land-tax?  This,  my  lords,  is  the 
mighty  favour  that  is  pretended  to  be  done  to 
the  people  of  that  country : Whoever  thinks 
that  they  will  look  upon  this  as  a favour,  must 
know  very  little  Of  tile  good  sense  and  saga- 
city of  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  island. 

This  duty  is  now  proposed  to  be  laid  on  for 
three  years  only,  but  we  know  bow  difficult  it 
is  to  get  free  of  a tax  that  has  been  once  esta- 
blished : And  as  this  doty  may  create  a fund 
for  a ministry,  upon  which  they  may  borrow 
no  less  a sum  than  600,000/.  I can  easily  forc- 
jee  that  at  the  expiration  of  thiB  term  of  three 
years,  some  scheme  or  another  mBy  be  set  on 
foot  for  continuing  it  during  a much  longer 
term : In  case  of  nny  such  scheme’s  being  to 
be  set  up,  I can  see  that  even  by  the  Bill  now 
before  us,  there  is  the  foundation  laid  of  a 
prevailing  argument  for  bringing  the  members 
from  the  northern  part  of  the  island  into  the 
scheme.  We  know,  my  lords,  tliat  there  are 
bounties  paid  upon  the  exportation  of  fish; 
we  know  that  those  bounties  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  fish  from  Scotland  only,  amount  ge- 
nerally to  about  7,000/.  per  annum : This  sum 
was  paid  out  of  the  first  and  readiest  of  the 
customs  and  excise  in  Scotland ; but  in  case 
this  Bill  passes  into  n law,  all  such  bounties 
arc  to  be  paid  only  out  of  the  produce  of  the 
salt-duty  raised  within  the  united  kingdoms; 
therefore  at  the  end  of  this  terra  of  three 
years,  we  must  either  make  a new  law  for  esta- 
blishing a new  fund  for  the  payment  of  those 
bounties,  or  the  bounties  must  entirely  cease 
and  determine  with  the  expiration  of  this  Inw: 
It  will  then  he  pretended  tliat  no  such  fund 
Can  he  established  ; it  will  then  be  said  that 
you  must  either  agree  to  the  continuing  of  the 
duty  upon  salt,  or  your  country  must  entirely 
lose  the  benefit  of  having  any  bounties  upon 
the  exportation  of  their  fish : by  which  your 
fishery  will  be  undone,  ami  your  country  must 
lose  a much  greater  sum  yearly,  than  what  they 
are  obliged  to  pay  by  means  of  the  duty  upon 
salt.  This,  mv  Lords,  will  be  a"bai(  for  the 
members  from’ North  Britain  ; with  them  it 
will  for  ever  be  an  argument  for  the  continu- 
ance of  this  duty  upon  salt. 

We  have  already  a prodigious  number  of 
officers  employed  in  the  collecting  of  our  reve- 
nues ; the  reyiving  of  this  duty  upon  salt  will 
very  much  encrease  the  number;  we  know 
that  all  these  officers  depend  entirely  upon 
the  crown : every  one  of  them  may  be  sus- 
pended or  dismissed  nt  the  pleasure  of  the 
cmwn;  if  u||g|  *§& 
whatever  u commanded,  such  an  officer  may 
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be  turned  out,  and  a new  one  pot  in  his  room. 
We  know  what  an  influence  these  offices  may 
have  upon  tlicelections  of  members  of  Parlia- 
ment in  every  county,  city  and  borough  in  Eng- 
land. If  any  future  administration  should  ha 
wicked  enough  to  give  them  instructions  bow 
they  aie  to  behave,  and  for  whom  they  . are  to 
use  their  interest ; by  such  means  the  crown  may 
have  it  in  its  power  to  get  such  members  return- 
ed as  are  agreeable  to  the  favourites  about  court. 
Whore  then  will  be  our  liberties  ? Where  shall 
on  injured  people  seek  for  redress  ? The  peo- 
ple will  then  be  in  the  same  condition  in  which 
they  now  are  in  Turkey;  their  only  resource 
will  be  in  mobs  and  tumults,  and  the  prevail 
ing  party  will  administer  justice  by  general 
massacres  and  proscriptions.  I did  appear 
against  a standing  army,  but  I never  was  so 
much  afraid  of  the  consequences  of  a standing 
army,  as  I am  of  the  consequences  of  a House 
of  Parliament's  depending  entirely  upon  tha 
crown.  Of  nil  arbitrary  governments,  tliat 
founded  upon  base  corruption  is  the  worst : in 
such  circumstances  we  might  perhaps  preserve 
the  external  forms  of  our  constitution,  but  such 
a base  dependence  would  eat  outthevery  vital* 
of  onr  constitution,  and  leave  us  nothing  re- 
maining hut  a melancholy,  dismal,  putrified, 
useless  carcass ; a mere  shew  of  a constitutions 
without  any  life,  without  any  spirit,  without  any 
power  to  protect  the  people  from  domestic  op- 
pression, or  from  foreign  invasion. 

The  people  of  this  nation  are  already  sub- 
jected to  so  many  penalties  and  forfeitures, 
that  few  merchants  or  dealers  know  when  they 
arc  safe.  But  by  this  BUI  they  are  to  be  sub- 
jected to  a great  many  new  penalties  and  for- 
feitures; and  what  is  still  worse,  these  penalties 
and  forfeitures  are  not  to  be  sued  for  in  the  com- 
mon way : ns  to  them,  the  subject  is  not  to  ba 
tried  in’tbe  usual  way,  by  God  and  liis  country, 
but  in  a new  and  extraordinary  way,  by  commis- 
sioners and  officers  who  are  appointed  by  tha 
crown,  and  removeable  at  tbe  pleasure  of  the 
crown:  the  crown  is  to-be  plaintiff  or  prose- 
cutor, and  a mao  depending  upon  the  crown, 
perhaps  for  his  daily  brend,  is  to  be  tha 
judge.  I have  always  observed,  and  I believe 
it  will  soon  appear  still  more  plain,  that  when 
things  have  been  turned  out  of  the  ordinary 
course  of  law,  when  any  extraoidinary  method 
of  proceeding  before  commissioners  has  been 
introduced,  extraordinary  iniquities  have  been 
committed  ; some  are  discovered,  but  most  of 
them  are  sunk  into  oblivion  by  the  weight  of 
power.  - i 

This  way  of  multiplying  and  continuing  of 
taxes,  and  contriving  new  and  extraordinary 
roethodsfor  levying  them,  has  always  been  fol- 
lowed by  those  ministers,  wlm  were  for  esta- 
blishing arbitrary  power.  The  famous  Cardi- 
nal Riohlieu  knew  well  the  effects  of  such  a 
measure  ; he  knew  whiit  sums  of  money  were 
thereby  brought  in,  and  what  dependencies 
were  therebv  created.  By  the  means  of  such 

France  were  ruined  and  undone,  so  that  at  the 
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same  lime  that  the  tuxes  put  it  in  the  power 
el  the  crown  to  give,  lltey  (educed  (lie  quality 

and  gentry  of  the  kingdom  under  a necessity  to 
receive  ; all  sorts  of  provisions  were  by  the 
taxes  rendered  so  doar,  and  the  UnnnLs  of  their 
estates  were  so  much  impoverished,  that  it  be- 
came impossible  for  most  of  them  to  support 
and  provide  lot  their  families  out  of  the  rents 
of  their  estates,  whereby  they  were  obliged  to 
sue  to  the  court  for  some  post  or  pension,  and 
iu  order  to  obtain  what  they  wanted,  they  were 
glad  to  do  whatever  the  Court  commanded. 
These  were  the  domestic  measures  of  Cardinal 
Richelieu,  and  by  these  the  liberties  of  France 
were  lost.  As  lor  bis  foreign  measures,  I wish  we 
Lad  it  in  our  power  to  follow  them  : but  in  this 
kingdom  I hope  no  minister  will  ever  pretend  to 
follow  bis  domestic  measures ; l am  sure,  that 
whoever  does,  will  never  have  it  in  his  power 
to  follow  his  measures  as  to  foreign  affairs  ; for 
the  liberties  of  England  are  established  upon  too 
firm  a basis,  to  be  overturned  by  the  attempts 
ofauy  one  roan  in  Lis  own  life-time  ; but  if  we 
do  not  take  care,  one  man  may  give  them  such  a 
shock,  as  may  make  it  an  easy  work  for  Lis 
successors : and  no  measure  is  less  liable  to 
fail  of  success,  than  that  of  increasing  by  little 
and  little  the  power  ofllie  crown,  by  augment- 
ing dnily  the  number  of  its  dependents  and 
adding. to  the  necessities  of  the  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  of  the  kingdom,  by  squeezing  heavy 
taxes  from  them  for  every  thing  made  use  of 
in  their  families  for  when  liberty  appears  in 
poverty  unri  distress,  and  slavery  appears  in  fine 
trappings  and  great  plenty,  I am  afraid  there 
will  be  found  but  few,  whose  virtue  can  stand 
the  test  of  such  a severe  trial. 

There  are  no  taxes  more  apt  to  raise  tumults 
and  insurrections  among  the  people,  than  those 
that  are  laid  upon  the  'poor.  This  very  fax 
xvliich  we  are  now  about  to  revive,  produced 
two  or  three  insurrections  in  France,  before 
the  people  of, that  country  could  be  brought  to 
submit  to  it;  aud  vet  it  cannot  be  said,  tliat 
tbe  tax  upon  salt  in  that  country  is  much 
more  grievous  than:  this  that  wo  arc  now  going 
to  lay  upon  the  people  of  this  nation.  We 
know  that  a tnx  of  much  less  consequence  than 
this  occasioned  tbe  present  rebellion  in  Cor- 
sica,. by  which  the  people  of  that  island 
are  like  to  change  musters,  and  even  the 
disturbances  in  that  little  itlautl  may  chance  to 
involve  all  Europe  in,  new  troubles.  Though 
the  people  of  this  nation  submitted  peaceably 
and  quietly  lor  60  many  years  to  litis  grievous 
tax,  yet  we  are  not  from  thence  to  presume, 
that  they  will  always  submit  peaceably  anti 
quietly  thereto.  W hen  it  was  first  laid  on,  Lite 
people  were  fully  sensible  of  tbe  necessity  that 
there  was  fur  laying  it  on  at  that  time;  but 
now  when  it  is  to  be  laid  on  without  any  neces- 
sity, when  die  poor  are  thus  to  be  heavily  load- 
ed for  no  other  reason  or  pretence,  but  that  of 
relieviug  a few  of  die  rich,  can  it  be  presumed, 
that  they  will  as  easily  submit  to  the  payment 
«f  it  as  bv'l'hcfhbqvp^tig  . 

submitted  to  bear  heavy  burthens,  and  they 
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certainly  will  bear  as  long  ns  they  Can ; hut 
after  a horse  has  got  his  full  burthen,  the  very 
key  uf  the  stable  ntay  clmnce  to  break  Ins 
back.  Why  should  we  run  such  a risk  in  a 
time  of  profound  tranquillity  ? The  patience 
of  the  people  with  respect  tp  taxes  and  excises, 
cannot  be  now  so  great  as  it  was  in  time  of  a 
dangerous  and  expensive  foreign  war;  it  may, 
now  be  easily  overstretched,  and  therefore  we 
ought  not  to  try  experiments  upon  it,  when 
there  is  not  really  any  occasion. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  spoke  next: 

My  Lords, 

It  is  very  true,  that  his  Majesty  in  n most 
gracious  Speech  from  tbe  throne,  tccoin- 
mended  to  us  tbe  easing  of  the  peopleof 
some  of  those  burthens  which  luv  heaviest! 
upon  them,  and  in  pursuance  of  these  Ins  Ma- 
jesty’s most  gracious  intentions,  this  tax  upon 
stilt  was  proposed,  and  was  agreed  to  lie -taken 
off,  as  the  tnx  which  at  dint  time  was  thought  to 
| lie  heaviest  upon  tbe  people:  but  by  that  very 
step,  my  lords,  by  the  abolishing  of  this  tax, 
we  have  learned  dint- it  never  did,  nor  ever 
can  lie  heavy  upon  the  people.  The  share  that 
was  contributed  towards  it  by  each  particular 
man,  ivas  so  small,  that  no  man  was  sensible 
of  wbat  lie  paid  whilst  it  was  subsisting,  nor 
was  liesensible  of  any  relief  by  its  being  taken 
off:  therefore  that  bis  Mujesty’s  intentions  might 
he  fully  answered,  that  a real  ease  might  be 
given  to  those  who  have  for  many  years  been 
most  heavily  oppressed,  was  this  Bill  brought 
in  and  pnxscd  in  the  other  House.  Wo  all 
know  that  tbe  landed  interest  bath  been  fur 
many  years  loaded  with  most  insupportable 
bind  taxes ; we  know  that  they  have  severely 
Felt  the  weight  that  was  laid  upon  them,  and 
therefore  they  must  be  immediately  sensible  of 
the  relief  llmt  is  proposed  to  be  given  to  them 
by  this  Dill. 

This  Tax  upon  Salt  is  in  its  own  nature  so. 
equal,  that  every  man,  every  person  in  die  na- 
tion is  thereby  obliged  to  contribute  to  the 
public  expence,  according  to  the  benefit  he 
receives:  There  are  such  a vast  nmldiude  of 
people  thereby  obliged  to  contribute  to  the 
public  charge,  that  no  man  is  sensible  of  what 
he  pays,  no  man  feels  the  weight  that  is  laid 
upon  him  ; and  for  that  very  reason  the  people 
contributed  thereunto  for  many  years  most  wil» 
liugly,  Bitd  must  chearfully;  it  never  did,  nor 
can  it  ever  occasion  the  least  grumbling,  or  the 
h ast  complaint:  whereas  by  the  laud  lax,  there 
tire  but  u very  few  persons  in  - the  nation,  who 
ure  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  public  ex- 
pence, end  thereby  it  falls  most  grievously 
upon  those  that  are  obliged  to  pay  towards 
it ; a very  large  sum  may  be  raised  upon  a 
greut  number  of  people,  when  every  mail  coo- 
tributes  bis  equal  and  bis  just  proportion,  with- 
out any  one  man’s  being  sensible  of  what  he  is 
obliged  to  pay;  but  when  such  a sum  is  to  be 
raised  upon  a few  of  that  number,  every  tnM 
•;  ‘!'e 
of  the  burthen  tliax  is  bud  upon  him,  butreany 
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finds  it. altogether  insunpnrtable;  find  he  Jim 
the  more  reason  to  complain,  because  he  finds 
himself  obliged  to  bear  singly  ihnt  burthen, 
which  ought  in  justice  to  be  luid  upon  a great 
many.  The  land-tax  being  then  the  most  un- 
equal tax  of  any  that  are  levied  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  this  nation,  and  the  tax  upon  Suit  be- 
ing the  most  equal  and  the  least  burthensonie, 

I must  be  of  opinion,  that  if  tve  have  any  re- 
spect for  his  Majesty’s  most  gracious  recom- 
mendation from  the  throne,  if  we  have  nny 
regard  for  that  justice  and  equality  which  ought 
to  be  observed  in  imposing  of  taxes,  we  must 
agree  to  the  Bill  now  befure  us. 

The  Lord  Bathurst  spoke  as  Follows: 

My  Lords ; I most  take  notice,  that  it  is  a 
little  irregular  to  make  so  much  mention  of 
liis  Majesty’s  Speech  from  the  throne ; but  since 
the  noble  lords  who  have  spoke,  have  been 
pleased  to  mention  it,  I shnll  likewise  take  the 
same  liberty,  and  make  this  one  remark  upon 
it,  That  his  Majesty  in  that  speech  recommends 
the  easing  of  the  poor  artificers  and  manufac- 
turers: These  are  the  only  people  mentioned 
therein,  and  therefore  I must  be  of  opinion,  tliut 
his  Majesty  then  thought  that  they  were  the  most 
heavily  loaded,  and  the  first  that  ought  to  be 
relieved : This  is  not  only  tny  opinion,  but  it 
seems  it  was  then  the  opinion  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  and  of  every  member  of  each 
House;  for  though  several  taxes  were  proposed 
to  be  taken  off,  yet  there  was  nnt  one  man  in 
either  House  that  proposed,  or  mentioned  the 
taking  off  any  lax,  but  such  a one  as  he  thought 
was  burthensumc  upon  that  set  of  people;  and 
at  last  the  taking  off  of  this  tax  upon  salt  was 
agreed  to,  ns  being  the  tax  that  lay  most  heavy 
upou  the  poor  of  this  kingdom.  But  what  we 
are  now  about?  Wlmt  are  we  by  this  Bill  to  do? 
We  are  to  lay  a load  upou  those  very  people, 
whose  case  was  so  compassionately  recom- 
mended to  us  by  bis  Majesty : We  are  to  lay 
again  the  very  same  load  upon  them,  which  was 
then  deemed,  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
to  be  the  most  heavy  and  the  most  grievous 
load  that  lay  upun  the  poor  artificers  and 
manufacturers  of  this  nation;  and  in  order 
to  wliut  ? in  order  to  relieve  only  the  rich 
landed  gentlemen  of  the  nation  : Even  as  to 
them,  I think  it  has  been  clearly  demonstrated, 
that  at  last  it  will  prove  to  be  no  relief,  but  a 
very  great  disadvantage  ; and  it  is  evident  at 
first  view,  that  the  landed  gentlemen  of  small, 
or  even  of  moderate  fortunes,  cannot  by  this 
Bill  meet  with  any  relief;  because  they  will 
be  obliged  to  pay  more  towards  the  duty  upon 
salt,  than  they  save  by  being  free  from  a shil- 
ling in  the  pound  land-tax. 

I shall  easily  agree  with  the  noble  lord  who 
spoke  last,  that  when  a sum  of  money  is  to  be 
paid  but  by  a few,  the  payments  fell  much 
mure  heavily  upon  each  particular  man,  than 
they  would  do,  if  the  same  sum,  or  even  a 
larger  sum,  were  to  be  paid  by  a great  maoy;  , 

but  when  ther^!_.9jq|r^,in  proportion, j 
the  number  and  ctrcuffistances  of  the  persons 


that  are  to  contribute  thereto,  the  payments 
will  felj  as  heavily  upon  each  particular  rnanj 
ns  they  formerly  did.  This,  iny'lords,  I shall 
beg  leave  to  illustrate  by  an  example  ortwo; 
and  the  case  being  the  same  with  respect  to 
large  suras,  as  with  respect  to  small,  I shall 
therefore  make  nse  of  stand  sums  only,  in  order 
tbnt  the  calculations  mny  bo  easily  made.  Supt- 
pose  then  tliut  six  pounds  were  to  be  paid  by 
six  persons  of  equal  circumstances,  this  would 
amount  to  but  90s.  n-piece,  nndnot  be  so  grie- 
vous upon  them,  as  if  three  only  of  the  six  per- 
sons were  to  pay  the  same  sum,  because  to  the 
three  the  payments  would  amount  to  40s.  a- 
piece  ; but  tfj  in  place  of  laying  this  six  pounds 
upon  the  three  persons,  we  were  to  lay  twelve 
pounds  upon  the  whole  six  persons,  would  not 
the  payment  be  tlien  as  grievous  npon  every 
one  of  the  six  persons,  as  they  were  before 
upon  every  one  of  the  three?  Because  in  this 
case,  every  man  of  the  six  would  be  obliged  to 
pay  40*.  which  is  just  us  much  as  every  one  of 
three  only  was  formerly  obliged  to  pay:  I hope 
in  ibis  cuse  it  will  not  be  said,  that  nny  one 
man  in  the  six  meets  with  any  relief,  unless  it 
be  that  of  seeing  his  neighbour  as  w retched  as 
himself.  Suppose  aguin,  that  six  pounds  is  to 
be  pnid  by  six  men,  worth  about  12  pounds 
a-piece,  we  know  that  this  would  amount  to 
20r.  a-piece,  which  is  u twelfth  part  of  their 
whole  estate:  These  payments  may  perhaps 
seem  to  be  grievous  upon  these  six  men,  mid 
therefore,  in  order  to  ease  them,  we  find  out  10 
other  men  who  are  worth  six  pounds  a-piece, 
and  240  men  who  are  worth  is.  a-piece,  and  tve 
resolve  to  make  this  great  number  of  256  men 
pay  among  them  12  pounds,  each  man  accord- 
ing to  his  estate;  in  this  case  there  are  240  men 
that  must  pay  hut  a penny  a-piece,  this  amounts 
to  but  20s.  of  the  13  pounds;  there  are  other 
ten  men  who  must  pay  but  10*.  a-piece,  this 
amounts  to  but  five  pounds  of  the  12  pounds, 
and  therefore  the  six  men  worth  12  pounds 
a-piece,  must  still  pay  QOs.  a man:  So  tiiat  the 
payments  fell  as  grievously  upon  them  as  they 
did  before,  and  are  equally  grievous  upon  every 
one  of  the  other  150;  for’it  is  as  grievous  for  a 
man  that  is  worth  but  a shilling,  to  pay  a 
penny,  or  for  a man  that  is  worth  but  six  pounds, 
to  pay  10*.,  as  it  is  npon  a man  worth  13 
pounds  to  pay  20*. : In  this-case  I am  sure,  that 
no  man  will  pretend  that  any  relief  is  granted 
to  any  one  of  the  six  men,  and,  T am  afraid, 
this  last  case  will  be  found  to  be  too  just  n 
parallel  to  the  case  of  laying  on  a salt-duty,  in- 
stead of  a shilling  in  the  pound  land-tax,  which 
is  the  case  now  before  us.  The  case  I have 
put  bas  in  this  the  advantage,  that  therein  an 
exact  proportion  is  observed ; but  in  the  case 
before  us,  our  rich  landed  gentlemen  will  meet 
with  some  present  ease,  for  Which  the  gentle- 
men of  small  fortunes,  and  the  poor  artificers 
and  manufacturers  must  pay  double  what  they 
ought  to  pay,  if  an  exact  proportion  were  to 

be  observed. 

**■ 

bewg  a just  and  equal  tax,  that  it  is  the  most 
0 
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unjust,  anti  the  most  oppressive  tax  that  ever 
was  set  on  foot  in  this  nation.  Totbepub- 
lic ‘expence  every  man  ought  to  pay  according 
to  the  benefit  he  receives.  In  all  eases  it  is 
hard,  it  is  cruel  to  tax  she  poor  journeymen 
Hud  day-labourers,  because  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed ''(hat  they  can  get  any  thing  more 
than  bare  subsistence  by  their  dnily  labour ; 
the  profits  that  may  be  made,  go  all  to  the  be- 
nefit of  tlie  master  who  employs  them.  Heit 
is  that  has  did  whole  benefit  of  their  Inhour,  and 
therefore  he  ought  to  pay  the  taxes.  Any 
scheme  for  taxing  of  them,  is  not  only  cruel, 
but  it  is  impracticable,  because  if,  by  such  taxes 
we  enhance  theprice  of  the  very  necessaries  of 
life,  they  cannot  possiblysubsist  upon  the  same 
wages  they  subsisted  on  formerly;  they  must 
starve,  or  otherwise  their  wages  must  be  raised, 
•nd  thus,  at  last,  the  master  that  employs  them 
must  pay  the  taxes  that  are  laid  upon  the  poor 
he  employs.  This,  my  lords,  is  a certain  con- 
sequence, and  this  is  a consequence  that,  I am 
afraid,  has  been  severely  felt  by  the  merchants 
and  master  tradesmen  of  this  nation.  Bat 
this  tax  upon  salt  has  something  in  it  more 
cruel,  and  more  unjust  than  any  other ; be- 
cause the  poor  are  thereby  obliged  lo  contri- 
bute more  in  proportion  than  the  rich : We 
all  know  that  there  is  hut  a small  number  of 
the  poor  of  this  nation  thut  live  in  the  families 
of  the  rich,  most  of  them  live  bpon  daily  wages, 
and  in  little  cottages  of  their  own;  the  chief 
part  of  their  fofed  is  salt  meat,  and  salt  fish, 
and  therefore  we  must  conclude  that  the  poorer 
a man  is,  the  more  be  is  ubliged  to  contribute 
to  the  public  expence,  by  the  means  of  this 
duty  upon  salt,  m so  far  at  least  as  relates  to 
his  own  personal  consumption. 

The  Earl  of  Ilay  then  stood  up  and  spoke  lo 
the  effect  as  follows : 

My  Lords, 

I have  heard  a great  many  hard  names  given 
tO  the  bill  now  before  its  ; but  I am  still  con- 
vinced that  it  does  not  deserve  any  one  of 
those  hard  names  by  which  it  has  been  distin- 
guished; upon  l|ie  contrary,  it  will,  I bt-lieve, 
appear  to  every  man  that  examines  narrowly 
into  the  truth  of  facts,  that  this  bill  is  as 
good  a bill  as  ever  was  brought  into  this  House. 
As 'to  his  Majesty's  speech,  it  is  certainly  a 
little  irregular  to  take  so  much  notice  of  it  in 
this  House  ; but  nil  that  his  Majesty  meant  by 
that  speech,  was  no  more,  than  that  his  subjects 
should  be  eased  as  soon  and  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, and  tlmt  those  who  were  most  oppressed, 
should  be  the  first  to  be  relieved  ; he  certainly 
did  not  mean  to  confine  his  parliament  to  the 
relieving  of.  the  artificers  and  tnamifnctorersj 
without  regard  to  any  of  the  rest  of  the  people; 
he  did  not  mean  to  confine  ns  to  any  particular 
set  of  people:  His  Majesty  understands  too 
well  oar  constitution,  ami  lias  too  great  a re- 
gard for  the  preservation  thereof,  to  offer  iu 
such  a case  to  lay  any  restraint  upon  his  par- 
liament. 1’HiitV’joatiagf  .tbaitsJov^  tsad.iVilfcntliyB'T 
which  lie  has  always  shewn  for  bis  people,  re- 
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commended  the  relieving  of  those  wjio  were 
the  most  heavily  loaded;  but  hi  left"  it  en- 
tirely to  his  parliament  to  consider,  nod  td  del 
(ermine  who  were  the  greatest  objects  of  boiW 
passion,  what  sort  of  people  ought  to  he  tltd 
first  to  be  relieved ; and  if  we  consider 
the  case  of  many  a pobr  landed  gentleman 
in  this  island,  I believe  it  will  easily  appear 
that  they  arc  the  greatest  objects  ofcofirpas-’ 
Sion,  and  are  (he  first  that  ought  to  be  relieved. 
This,  1 believe,  I can  easily  make  appear,  bat 
I shall  first  examine  the  moSt  material  objei?  • 
lions  I have  heard  against  the  fail1  now  'pro. 
posed  to-be  revived.  ' 1 

I find,  tny  lords,  that  one  ofrhe  chief  objec- 
tions ugahist  this  bill  is  drawn  from  hence,  that  1 
they  say  it  will  give  a most  terrible  increase  of 
power  to  the  crown,  by  the  addition  of  such  a 
number  of  officers,  who  are  all  to  be  at  the 
disposal  of  tbe  crown,  nud  must  therefore  be 
dependents,  nay,  downright  slaves  to  the  ad- 
ministration. Why  reitlly,  my  lards,  if  there 
were  any  the  least  ground  for  raising  to  our- 
selves soch  a frightful  spectre,  I should  be  as 
much  against  this  bill  as  any  lord  in  this  House; 
but  when  we  examine  into  the  history  and  cit* 
cumstancesof  our  country,  it  will  appear  plain, 
that  we  have  no  occasion  to  put  ourselves  in 
such  frights,  thoogh  a much  greater  number  of 
officers  were  to  be  added.  We  all  have  read 
at  least  of  a time,  when  the  crown  had  much 
more  power  than  is,  by  this  bill,  to  life  put  into 
their  bauds;  they  had  once  their  court  of  Wards 
and  Liveries,  at  the  same  time  they  harl  their' 
court  of  Star-Chamber,  and  they  had  besides  a' 
great  many  other  powers,  which  they  claimed 
as  prerogatives  ; your  lordships  must  all  know; 
that  almost  every  one  of  your  estates  were  at 
that  time  under  the  power,  and  depended; 1 
in  a great  measure,  upon  the  pleasure  of' 
the  crown.  There  were  so  many  powers, 
privileges,  and  prerogatives  claimed,  and  most  ' 
of  them  actually  enjoyed,  that  there  were 
but  few  rich  landed  gentlemen  who  could  aver,  ’ 
that  the  free  and  safe  enjoyment  of  their  es* 
tates  did  not  depend  upon  the  pleasure  and  '• 
good-will  of  the  king.  There  were  few  corpo- 
rations iu  Britain  who  could  say,  that  die 
enjoyment  of  their  charters  did  not  in  a great 
measure,  depend  upon  the  good  liking  of  their  j 
sovereign.  Our  kings  were  then  ns  ambitious,  : 
nnd  as  fond  of  arbitrary  power,  as  any  future  * 
king  can  possibly  be  ; yet,  with  nil  this  power,  J 
no  one  of  them  could  ever  subvert  or  destroy  ,, 
the  liberties  of  this  nation.  So  far  otherwise;  "1 
that  we  found  means  to  make  them  give  up  all  }j 
the  illegal  and  extrordinnry  powers  winch  they,  1 
or  their  ancestors,  bad  assumed  ; anrfj  by  the  J 
happy  Revolution,  tve  got  the  liberties  and  pri-  jj| 
vileges  of  the  people  fully  ascertained,  and 
firmly  established  upon  a lasting,  I hope,  an  • 
everlnsting  foundation,  if  I maybe  allowed  to ^ 
say  so  of  nny  thing  that  is  to  endure  as  long  as., 
tbe  world  endures.  . J 

Even  clsis  very  tax  from  which  so  dreadful  r 
»0.».^IWW»ltodr»dlht!:*Pp»hBnd*r* 
tills  very  tax,  I say,  was  laid  on," and  was  mad* 
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perpetual  in  the  reign  of  king,  William,  3,  who 
was  the  glorious  preserver  of  the  liberties  of  this 
nation,  and  of  all  Europe.  We  know  that' 
during.,  all  his  reign,  the  number  of  officers 
under- the  crown  was  of  no  service  to  him  with 
respect  to  any  parliamentary  affairs  ; we  know 
that  he  met  with  a strong  and  a continual  op- 
position in  parliament,  such  an  opposition  as 
he  was  often  obliged  to  give  way  to,  and  that 
even  in  things  where  it  afterwards  appeared 
plain  that  he'was  in  the  right.  Even  the  me- 
thod of  collecting  this  duty  proposed  by  the 
Bill  now,  before  us,  was  first  introduced  by  a 
ministry  who  had  as  milch  wisdom,  ami  as 
great  a regard  for  the  liberties  of  their  country, 
as  any  ministry  ever  had  : they  were  sensible 
of  the  great  frauds  that  were  committed  under 
t)ie  former  method  of  raising  it  ; and  therefore 
they  put  it  under  the  management  of  commis- 
sioners and  officers  particularly  appointed  for 
that  purpose  ; and  the  event  answered  tlieir 
expectations,  for  it  then  produced  twice  as 
much  as  it  bad  ever  done  before.  Yet  that 
very  ministry,  notwithstanding  all  the  suc- 
cesses of  their  administration,  notwithstanding 
their  having  carried  the  glory  of  England  as 
high  ns  it  ever  was  carried,  audnotwitbstanding 
their  haring  all  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and 
of  this  very  duty  nmong  the  rest,  as  much  at 
their  beck  as  ever  any  ministry  can  be  sup- 
posed to  have  ; yet  that  ministry,  I say,  were 
not  able  to  preserve  themselves  in  the  adminis- 
tration any  longer,  than  the  nation  had  a mind 
they  should  be  continued  ; nay,  they  could 
scarcely  protect  themselves  against  the  malice 
of  their  inveterate  enemies:  It  plainly  appeared, 
that  their  only  safeguard  consisted  in  the  syis- 
dom  of  their  administration,  and  the  un- 
blemished innocence  of  their  behaviour.  From 
hence,  my  LordB,  it  must  appear,  that  there  is 
nut  the  least  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  Bill  now  before  us.  Those  jealousies  and 
fears  that  are  pretended,  arc  really  nothing  but 
mere  phantoms,  and  like  the  phantoms  in 
Homer  and  Virgil,  they  seem  to  be  thrown  in, 
to  divert  us  from  doing  what  we  ought. 

As  most  of  the  other  objections  against  this 
duty  upon  salt,  are  founded  upon  suppositions 
that  cannot  be  granted,  the  answer  to  them 
will  be  very  easy.  It  is  supposed,  that  this 
duty  is  grievous  upcti  the  poor,  and  tln-refore  it 
is  said,  that  it  will  be  a loss  to  the  landed  in- 
terest, and  may  occasion  tumults  and  insurrec- 
tions. Now  this  supposition  cannot  be  granted  ; 
we  know  the  contrary  from  experience.  This 
duty  continued,  and  was  cheerfully  paid  for 
above  four  and  thirty  years  ; the  people  w ere 
*o  little  sensible  of  it,  that  they  hardly  knew  of 
any  §ucb  duty ; and  when  it  vrns  taken  off, 
tngre.was  not  a man  in  the  nation  that  from 
thence,  feit  any  relief.  Upon  its.  being  taken 
off,  there  were  no  rents  raised,  nor  wrere  the 
wages  of  any  servant  or  workman  lowered. 
Even  by  those  who  were  at  the  pains  to  make 
calculations  of  what  salt  they  might  consume 
in  a year,  it  was  found,  that  they  had  only 
abuut  a groat  driEk-peffde'faj  'tyehJbfti'W  Jwjjp 
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more  than  they  had  before ; amt  this  could  oat 
be  discovered,  but  by  tlwse  who  could  and  did 
make  such  nice  caloiilutions,  and  how  low  there 
are  of  such  we  may  easily  imagine. 

There  is  nnotber-supposition  made,  that  this 
duty  will  produce  above  twice  as  much  as  it 
really  does  ; that  above  double  the  sum  which 
comes  in  to  the  uee-nf  the  public,  will  be  raised 
upon  the  people.  This  supposition  is  founded 
upon  the-  great  difference  that  there  always 
was,  between  the  gross  and  nett  produce  of  this 
duty  : But,  my  lords,  it  is  well  known,  that 
many  considerable  articles  were  always  charged 
to  the  gross  produce,  which  never  were  really 
produced,  nor  ever  paid  by  any  man  in  the 
nation.  There  wore  great  quantities  of  salt 
entered,  which  was  afterwards  exported;  there 
were  great  quantities  of  salt  likewise  entered, 
which  was  afterwards  employed  in  the  curiug 
offish  for  exportation : Thouglttheduties  upon 
alt  such  quantities  of  salt  were  charged  upon 
the  entering  thereof,  to  the  gross  produce  of 
the  salt  duty,  yet  no  such  duties  were  ever 
really  produced  j they  never  were  paid  by  any 
man  breathing.  Those  who  entered  such  salt, 
gave  bond,  or  were  charged  on  the  books  as 
debtors  for  the  duties  on  such  salt ; and  as 
scon  as  they  made  it  appear,  that  the  salt  was 
exported,  or  that  it  had  been  employed  in  the 
curing  of  fish  for  exportation,  their  bonds  were 
delivered  up,  or  they  were  entered  upon  the 
books  as  creditors  for  as  large  a sum,  as  they 
had  been  entered  debtors  for  on  account  of  that 
salt.  By  deducting  ull  such  articles  as  those 
from  the  gross  produce,  we  shall  find  that 
there  never  was  a much  larger  sum  really  raised 
^ipon  the  people,  than  that  which  came  nett  in 
to  the  public  revenue  ; and  therefore  this  sup- 
position, and  all  the  calculations  founded 
thereon,  must  be  wrong. 

As  to  what  is  snid,  my  lords,  in  relotion  to 
the  subjects  of  North  Britain,  there  never  was 
either,  a favour  or  an  injury  designed  to  be 
done  to  them  by  this  Bill ; there  never  was 
any  partiality  inieuded  to  be  shewn  to  them  : 
They  ore,  by  the  articles  of  the  union,  to  pay 
no  more  towards  the  salt  duty,  than  what  is  to 
he  charged  upon  i hem  by  the  Bill  now  before 
us.  And  this  tax  is  by  experience  known  to 
be  so  easy  a tax  upon  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try, that  I am  persuaded,  every  man  in  the. 
country  will  cliuse  to  be  subject  to  this,  rather 
than  to  any  other  tax  whatsoever.  I do  not 
doubt  indeed,  but  the  people  of  that  country, 
as  well  as  the  people  of  other  countries,  would 
chuse  to  pay  no  tax,  rather  than  to  pay  the 
smallest  tax’ that  ever  was  laid  on  ; and  there- 
foie  those  in  that  country,  who  have  no  land 
estates,  would,  without  doubt,  chuse  to  have 
a land  tax,  rather  than  a salt  tax;  it  is  the- 
same  in  this  country  ; it  will  eternally  be  the 
same  in  all  countries.  But  this  I am  sure  can 
have  no  weight  with  nny  of  your  lordships. 

This  leads  me  naturally  to  consider  the  hard- 
ships of  the  land  tax,  and  the  distresses  of  the 
landed  gentlemen  ; and  here  indeed,  Tr  hove 
l,igbod!ri«kSd»i;,'tdl  i'jali«ldse:  'Ufnfilll’'those  bard 
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names  ngainst  the  land  tax  Bill,  which  luive 
been  so  plentifully  bestowed  opou  the  Bill  now 
before  ui.  We  all  know  whnt  a small  propor- 
tion the  landed  gentlemen  of  this  nation  bear 
to  the  rest  of  the  people;  wenll  know  whnt  n 
number  of  rich  merchants,  tradesmen,  stock- 
holders, money-lenders,  and  other  sorts  of  peo- 
ple there  are  in  this  nation,  who  have  no  land 
estate,  or  but  a very  small  land  estute,  in  pro- 
purtion  to  their  other  estates  : None  of  those 

Eay  a farthing,  or  but  a mere  trifle  towards  the 
md  tax.  I am  sure,  I do  not  make  a compu- 
tation too  favourable  for  the  landed  interest, 
when  I say,  that  all  those  tlmtnre  possessed  of 
any  land  estate  taken  together,  do  not  make 
above  a hundredth  part  of  the  people  of  this 
nation  ; and  yet  I may  modestly  say,  there  has 
been  raised  upon  them  only  for  these  forty 
years  past,  at  least  one  third  part  of  (lie  public 
ex  pence  yearly,  taking  one  year  with  another. 
The  land  taxes  that  have  been  raised  within 
these  forty  years,  will,  I am  convinced,  amount 
to  one  third  part  of  rite  whole  money  that  has 
been  raised  within  that  time  for  the  public 
use.  Besides  which,  the  land-holders  have 
contributed  their  full  share  to  every  other  tax 
that  has  been  laid  upon  the  people.  Ilow  ini- 
quitous, how  unjust  is  this,  to  make  a hun- 
dredth part  of  our  people  pay  by  nunos  of  one 
tax  which  falls  upon  them  only,  a third  part  of 
the  public  expence,  besides  tlieir  share  of  nil 
otber_  taxes  ? But  this  is  uot  all ; even  among 
the  landed  gcutlemeu  themselves,  how  unequal 
is  the  land-tax  divided  ? There  are  some  whose 
estates  are  rated  to  the  land  tax  at  the  full 
value ; they  pay  a shilling  in  the  pound  fur 
every  shilling  land  tax  that  is  laid  on  ; there 
are  others,  whose  estates  ore  rated  to  the 
land  tax  at  about  a half  only  of  the  real  value  : 
they  pay  hut  sixpence,  when  their  neighbours 
pay  a shilling  ; and  there  are  a great  many, 
who  pay  lint  a groat,'  because  their  lands  art- 
rated  to  the  land  tax  at  hut  one  third  of  the 
real  value.  How  can  this  be  reconciled  to  that 
justice  and  equality,  which  ought  to  be  ob- 
served as  to  the  imposing  of  taxes  upon  the 
people  f 

Supposing, my  lords,  that  we  could  make  every 
man  contribute  to  the  public  annual  charge  ac- 
cording to  the  rents  or  the  profits  he  has  yearly 
coming  in  from  his  estate,  or  from  his  trade 
and  business;  this,  indeed,  would  he  the  most 
equitable  way  of  laying  on  taxes,  if  it  could  be 
done ; but  even  in  this  view  we  shall  find,  that 
the  landed  interest  has  for  these  forty  years,  by 
means  of  the  land  lax  only,  paid  near  twice 
their  proportional  share.  The  lands  of  Eng- 
land were  never  reckoned  to  bring  in  above 
ten  millions  a year,  according  to  the  rates  of 
the  land  tax ; Imt  because  they  may  he  under- 
valued, we  shall  reckon  that  they  bring  in  20 
millions  a yenr : We  must  however  from  thence 
deduct  what  is  paid  yearly  hy  the  lauded  gen- 
tlemen for  the  interest  of  the  mortgages  upon 
their  estates,  for  repairs  and  the  like,  and  what 
thev  lose  by  the  bankruptcy  bf  tlieir  tenmits; 
it  bos  flle'VdUh'” 


It.  1732. — Debale  in  the  Lords  [tO.xfi 
gages  upon  the  land  estates  in  England  aramme 
to  20, 000.000 1.  the  interest  of  this  sum  at  6 per 
cent,  is  one  million  yearly  ; and  allowing  that 
all  the  other  deductions  amount  to  another  mil- 
lion, we  cannot  reckon  the  income  or  rents  of 
all  the  landholders  in  Englund  to  amount  to 
above  IS  millions  a year.  The  whole  people 
of  this  nation  at  the  lowest  computation  are 
reckoned  to  amount  to  U millions;  of  these 
there  is  a hundredth  part,  that  is  3U,UQG,  (hat 
are  landholders  but  admitting  tlieir  .number  to 
he  100,000,  there  roust  then  be  7,900,000  per- 
sons m this  nation,  that  have  no  Jand.estate  • 
aud  supposing  them  to  spend  in  a year  in  vic- 
tuals, drink,  clontlis,  diversions  and  all  incident 
charges,  but  12/.  n year,  one  with  another, 
which  I am  sure  is  the  lowest  computation  time 
cun  be  made;  their  yearly  expence,  and  con- 
sequently tlieir  yearly  income,  will  amount  to 
very  near  90  millions,  whidh  is  above  live  times 
the  income  of  the  Innded  interest ; and  yet  »e 
have  been  so  unjust  as  to  make  the  Innded  in- 
terest pay  for  above  these  forty  years,  a tax 
which  it  laid  upon  them  only,  and  which  has 
amounted  to  at  least  n third  of  the  whole  puli- 
lie  expence,  besides  their  equal  share  of  all  j 

This  unequal  load  which  has  so  long  been 
laid  upon  the  lauded  interest  of  this  kingdom, 
is  the  more  grievous,  because  many  of  our 
Innded  estntes  arc  heavily  louded  with  murt- 
gages;  for  there  are  many  Innded  gentlemen  ia  I 
this  nniion,  who  have  the  appearance  of  a 
great  estate,  and  yet  have  but  a poor  residue  1 
coming  in  for  the  support  of  their  families,  I 
after  the  interest  upon  tlieir  mortgages,  and  the  I 
taxes  are  all  paid  : Let  us  consider,  my  lords,  I 
that  by  laying  an  additional  shilling  upon  the 
Inml,  we  perhaps  take  from  many  gentlemen  in  I 
Britain  the  roily  support  they  have  left  for  their  | 
poor  families.  The  gentlemen  of  land  estates  I 
are  generally  of  old  families,  their  families  have  j 
-perhaps  for  many  years  been  considerable  in  l 
the  country  where  they  live,  they  must  main--  • 
tain  the  character  and  the  diguity.of  their  fa-  - I 
milies,  they  must  provide  large  fortunes  for  A 
tlieir  children,  or  they  must  charge  their  estates  1 
with  new  mortgages  for  that  purpose.  By  con-  I 
tinuing  thus  to  overcharge  them,  we  shall  mnke 
them  all  become  dependent  upou  the  crown;  Jj 
this  will  add  a power  to  the  crown  that  we-  j 
ought  to  be  much  more  afraid  of,  than  of  add- 
ing  a few  necessary  officers  for  collecting  the  (j 
public  revenue.  Upon  considering  these  things,  jjj 
my  lords,  we  may  easily  judge  which  is  tho 
must  iniquitous,  which  is  the  most  dangerous,  a jJ 
high  laud  tax,  or  this  duty  upon  salt.  Who-U 
ever  considers  those  things,  must  soon  resolve  i.  I 
to  agree  to  the  Bill  now  before  us. 

Then  the  question  being  put  for  commiitinriu 
the  Bill,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by 
against  25.  j| 

March  29.  The  order  of  the  day  being  fen* 
for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a Committee  >| 
on  the  said  Salt  Bill,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  ( 

■ merchants;  > 
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masters  and  owners  of  ships,  &c.  m the  town  of 
Liverpool,  setting  forth,  “ That  the' reviving  of 
the  Sait  Tax  would  be  a very  great  prejudice  to 
them  in  their  trade  and  fishery,  and  particularly 
that  the  importation  of  herrings  from  Scntlund 
would  be  tile  ruin  of  that  trade  among  them, 
by  which  n grant  many  poor  families  who  then 
lived  by  that  trade,  would  be  brought  upon  the 

Immediately  after  the  reading  of  this  Peti- 
tion, the  lord  Delawur  presented  a Petition 
in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  most 
considerable  merchants  of  the  same  town  of 
Liverpool,  representing,  “ That  they  had  been 
informed,  that  upon  the  29th  of  that  month, 
being  Sunday,  several  'persons  had  privately  and 
clandestinely  signed  n Petition  to  be  presented 
to  their  lordships,  against  reviving  the  Salt 
Duty ; hot  that  they  were  of  opinion,  that  nei- 
ther’tiie  reviving  of"  that  duty,. nor  any  clause 
in  the  Bill  that  had  been  brought  in  for  that 
purpose,  could  he  prejudicial  to  them,  or  to  any 
person  in  that  town,  or,  as  they  believed,  in 
any  other  part  in  England,  and  that  therefore 
they  would  most  readily  anil  willingly  acquiesce 
in  whatever  their  lordships  should  please  to  do 
in  that  alTair.”  Hereupon  the  first  Petition 

Motion  to  exempt  Suit  used  in  Manure.] 
Then  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  moved,  That  it 
be  an  instruction  to  the  said  Committee,  that 
they  do  receive  a clause  to  exempt  all  salt, 
used  for  manuring  of  land,  from  the  duties  laid 
by  the  said  Bill.  After  debate,  the  question 
was  put  thereupon,  and  resolved  in  the  nega- 
tive : not  cuuteul  74,  content  21. 

- Protest  on  rejecting  the  Motion.] 

“ Dissentient’ 

“ Because  it  has  been  found  by  experience, 
during  the  time  the  duties  upon  salt  were  taken 
off,  that  great  improvements  have  been  made 
in  several  parts  of  the  kingdom,  by  using  salt 
in  manuring  of  land ; but  by  the  revival  nf 
those  duties,  without  the  provision  designed  by 
this  instruction,  there  must  be  a total  stop  put 
tu  all  improvements  of  that  natnre ; and  we 
■re  convinced  rbat  in  a few  years  the  lands  of 
England  might  have  been  raised,  by  the  use  of 
this  manure,  more  than  double  what  this  tax 
will  pro.iuce  to  the  government ; and  we  ap- 
prehend this  to  be  a very  improper  time  to 
check  the  industry  of  the  people,  and  prevent 
their  domestic  improvements,  since,  we  fear, 
the  national  wealth  is  not  likely  to  he  increased 

at  the  time  by  any  foreign’  commerce. 

(Signed)  Scarsdale,  Strafford,  Boyle, 
Winchelsea  and  Nottingham,  Tlmnet, 
Ker,  Bathurst,  Shaftesbury,  Northamp- 
ton, Litchfield,  Suffolk,  Coventry,  Car- 
teret, Abingdon,  Bridgewater,  War- 
rington, Tweedale,  Gower,  Mashnm, 
Bristol.” 

Motion  to  exempt  home-made  Salt  used  far 
Victualling  Ships.]  After  this  lord  Gower 
moved,  «*  TK'it«-bewIn»UB«iijii  ;t»  thte«ffi‘M: 

Voi.vm. 


Committee,  that  they  do  receive  a clause  to 
exempt  from  the  duties  laid  by  the  Bill,  all 
home-made  salt  used  in  victualling  of  ships.” 
After  debate^  the  question  was  put  thereon, 
and  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative,  by  75 
against  SI. 

Protest  on  rejecting,  it,] 

“ Dissentient* 

1.  “ Because  the  dulies  to  be  Inid  by  tins 
Bill  on  a|l  home-made  salt  used  for  victualling 
of  ships,  increases  the  expence  of  the  royiu 
uavy,  and  is  a heavy  burden  upon  the  trad* 
and  navigation  of  the  kingdom,  and  will  very 
sensibly  affect  the  merchants,  already  under 
great  difficulties  by  reason  of  the  decay  of  trade, 
and  the  many  grievous  losses  they  have  sus- 
tained, and  the  hardships  they  Lave  undergone 
by  depredations,  seizures  and  confiscations,  too 
severely  felt  by  most  of  the  traders  of  Great 
Britain,  and  too  publicly  known  to  be  doubt- 
ed of. 

2;  “ Because  this  duty  upon  our  home-made 
snlt,  must  occasion  many  ol  our  merchants  to 
victual  their  ships  abroad,  to  the  diminution  of 
the  national  wealth,  and  to  the  great  detriment 

of  the  landed  interest  of  this  kingdom. 

(Signed,)  Strafford,  WinclieLen  auJ 
Nottingham,  Tweedale,  Suffolk,  Bristol, 
Ker,  Abingdon,  Scarsdale,  Shaftesbury, 
Boyle,  Coventry,  Bathurst,  Carteret, 
Thunet,  Litchfield,  Bridgwater,  Gower, 
Mash  am,  Warrington,  Northampton.” 

Motion  for  restraining  any  Officer  of  the 
Salt-Duty  from  being  concerned  in  Elections.'] 
Then  the  lord  Bathurst  moved,  “ That  it  be  an 
Instruction  to  the  same  Committee,  lliat  tliey 
do  receive  a clause  to  restrain  any  person,  dur- 
ing the  time  he  shall  be  concerned  or  employed 
in  the  charging,  collecting,  levying  or  managing 
any  of  the  duties  to  be  granted  by  the  Bill, 
from  being  a returning  officer,  or  voting,  or  in- 
fluencing any  elector  to  vote  in  elections  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament.” 

After  debate,  the  question  was  put  thereon  ; 
and  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative,  by  71 
against  21. 

Protest  on  refusing  a Clause  for  that  Pur- 
P°“-]  . , 

“ Dissentient 

1.  “ Because  the  officers  employed  in  the 
customs,  in  the  excise,  m other  branches  of  the 
revenues,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, are  already  vastly  numerous ; they  com- 
pose, in  effect,  a second  standing  army,  and 
are  perhaps,  in  some  respects,  more  dangerous 
Ilian  that  body  of  men  properly  so  called ; the 
influence  which  they  have  in  the  elections  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament,  bus  been  too 
often  felt  to  have  been  denied  ; and  we  pre- 
sume, that  examples  are  not  hard  to  find,  where 
the  military  forces  have  been  withdrawn  to 
create  the  appearance  of  a free  election,  and 
the  standing  civil  forces  of  this  kind  have  been 
sent  to  take  this  freedom  away.  Should  we 
^-IiriF«nl!iiii'inv-:liUwa;8fl'JllLBilli'ttrafuiniiif  election 
3 Y 
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to  continue,  much  more  to  increase,  it  will  be 
cosy,  in  our  opinion,  to  demonstrate,  that  one 
vital  principle  of  our  present  constitution  and 
the  freedom  of  the  British  government  tnust  be 
lust;  since  the  House  of  Commons  might  in- 
deed afterwards  be  a representative  of  an  ad- 
ministration, or  of  one  single  minister,  but  could 
no  loDgor  be  a true  representative  of  lite  people. 
•We  think  ourselves  obliged  therefore  to  oppose 
the  growth  of  so  great  an  evil  upon' every  occa- 
sion ; nnd  we  apprehend  that  every. such  in- 
crease of  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  us  this 
Bill  imports,  is  strictly  such  an  occasion  ; and 
therefore  we  think  the  instruction  should  hnitg 
been  agreed  to,  that  we  might  not  athl  to 
thnt  evil,  which,  we  conceive,  is  already  tdo 

2.  “ Because,  from  the  very  institution  of  par- 
liaments, (at  least  from  the  time  when  they 
began  to  be  composed  and  held,  in  the  manner 
and  for  all  the  purpi  ses  they  now  ore,)  the 
principal  aim  of  the  enemies  of  public  liberty 
has  been  to  enable  the  crown  to  govern  with- 
out them,  or  to  corrupt  their  members,  or  to 
destroy  the  freedom  of  their  elections-.  From 
the  same  time  we  may  date  the  constant  care, 
which  has  been  taken  by  the  friends  of  the 
public  liberty,  to  ward  off  tiiose  several  dan- 
gers : nnd  the  laws  which  appear  in  our  statute 
books,  for  regulating  elections  of  members  to 
serre  in  parliament,  ns  well  as  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  electors  and  the  elected,  are  stand- 
ing monuments,  which  shew  how  early  those 
dangers  began,  and  thnt  the  opposition  to  them 
began  ns  early.  The  form  of  our  government, 
as  it  has  been  settled  since  the  revolution, 
leaves  no  longer  room  to  apprehend  the  first  of 
the  nttempts  mentioned  ; the  wisdom  of  this 
House  has  seemed,  by  rejecting  the  Pension 
Bill  three  times  successively,  to  think  the  laws 
already  in  force  sufficient  to  prevent  the  se- 
cond : but  the  third  must,  in  our  opinion,  be 
looked  upon  to  be  a growing  danger,  and  to 
require  .extreme  watchfulness  against  the  con- 
sequencc  of  it,  as  long  as  the  many  heavy 
taxes,  and  the  present  management  of  tile 
public  revenues,  keep  up  in  nil  parts  of  the  na- 
tion such  an  exorbitant  number  of  receivers, 
supervisors,  collectors,  and  other  tax-gatherers, 
who  are  maintained  by  the  people,  but  are 
olely  directed  by  the  treasury.  The  state  of* 
property  and  the  nature  of  tenures  anciently 
the  real  as  well  as  the  pretended  prerogatives  in 
times  more  modern,  gave  to  the  crown,  among 
other  influences,  a very  great  one  in  the  elec- 
tions of  members  of  parliament.  Thanks  be 
to  God,  and  to  this' virtue  of  our  forefathers, 
this  state  of  property  is  altered,  and  these 
tenures  are  abolished;  and  these  prerogatives 
are  either  taken  away  Or  limited,  defined  and 
fixed  by  law ; there  will  remain  therefore  no 
means  of  destroying  the  freedom  of  elections, 
except  those  of  corruption,  Which,  we  hope, 
may  be  rendered  ineffectual,  by  the  law  to 
which  the  House  consented  two  sessions  ago,  to 
die  entire  satisfaction  of  the  whole  nation  ; 
unless  the':'iitfiagerB''awtf i ailrts---  < 


should  arise  by  establishing  such  augmentations  h 
of  the  number  of  officers  employed  iu  the 
revenue  without  restrictions  to  prevein  them  |i 
from  being  reluming  officers,  or  voting,  or 
influencing  any  elector  to  vote  iu  future  elec-  ' 

3.  “ Because  «e  apprehend  that  if  any  such  j‘ 
augmentations,  without  the  aforesaid  cautions,  Ij 
are  suffered  to  he  made,  greater  danger  will  ] 
arise  from  this  new  influence,  to  the  freedom  of  I 
elections,  and  by  consequence  to  thd  eonsutu-  | 
lion  of  our  government,  than  ever  did  arise 
when  the  prerogative  was  carried  to  the  utmost 
height,  nnd  the  influence  of  the  crown  was 
tjiemost  severely  felt  nnd  complained  of;  we  I 
apprehend  that  this  exorbitant  number  of  offi- 
cers may,  one  time  or  other,  effect  the  destruc- 
tion of  those  liberties,  for  the  preservation  of 
which  the  tuxes  were  given  which  those  officers 
are  employed  to  collect.  We  apprehend,  that 
by  consenting  to  Lise  increase  of  these  officers,  1 
without  restriction,  we  shall  contribute  to  such 
au  influence,  as  tuny  prove  more  fatal  to  liberty  1 
than  atiy  of  those  which  were  -formerly  ac-  I 
quired,  because  it  will  lie  the  effect  of  a parlia-  , 
mutuary  establishment ; and  will  make  its  way  f 
the  more  surely,  by  ranking  it  indirectly,  secretly  7 

and  silently. (Signed,)  Strafford,  Warring-  J 

ton,  Litchfield,  Coventry,  Tweedale, 
Gower,  Tlianet,  Scnrsdn'.e,  Bristol,  Boyle,  1 
Alesha m,  Winchelsea  nnd  Nottingham,  1 
Carteret,  Shaftesbury,  Bathurst,  Suffolk,  H 
Bridgwater,  Ker,  Nhrtlminpton." 

Then  it  was  moved  to -adjourn,  which  was  J 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  71  against  21.  After  9 
this  tlie  Bill  was  read  through,  by  which  time  it  I 
heing  six  o'clock,  the  House  adjourned  to  next  9 

March  SO.  The  House  resolved  itself  again  I 
into  u Committee  upon  the  said  Bill,  when  the  . 
lord  Carteret  moved.  That  the  last  clause  of  1 
the  act  of  the  5th  and  Olh  of  William  and  . 
Morv,  intituled,  ‘ An  Act  tor  granting  to  their  J 
‘ Aliijesties  certain  rates  ami  duties  iipou  salt, 
‘and  upon  beer,  ale  and  other  liquors,  for  sc- 
‘ curing  certain  recoiupences,  &e.'  might  lie  'I 
rend  ; and  the  same  being  accordingly  read,  he 
moved,  “ That  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  might  hi 
be  asked,  whether  nr  no  that  clause  was  re-  M 
vivetl  by  the  Bill  then  before  them.”  Btit.it 
being  insisted  upon  by  several' lords,  that  it  wax  A 
not  proper  to  put  the  question  id  those  tetim,  J 
because  that  clause  never  having  been  repealed,  II 
it  was  not  therefore  necessary  to  idyrve  it  *8$  fl 
an f express  clause  for  that  purposfe  ill  this  Bill 
then  before  them;  nfttr  some  debate  about  the  1 
form  opd. method  of  stilting  the  qu£stit>H;  it  wni  ' |1 
agreed  to  be  put  to  the  effect  as  follows,  Viif  njl 
Whether  any  member  of  the  House  of  Com-^jl 
mons  could,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  cod-  I 
cerncd  in  the  farming,  collecting,  or  managing , 1 1 
the  duties  to  he  revived  by  the  Bilk  thin  before  , 

them?  To  which  the  answ  er  wus^  That  they  1 

could  not.  Then  the  question  beiug  pdt  for,, 
reading  it  a ibi.nl  time,  it  was  carried  ia  W* 
r tsffirtKlitiwp by '.lii: 
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Debate,  in  the  Ltrds  on  the  third  Reading  of 
the  Suit  Bill.']  Mnrcii  31.  The  Bill  being  ac- 
cordingly read  a third  time, 

Lord  Carteret  said.  That  that  being  the 
last  opportunity  he  should  probably  have  of 
offering  any  thing  against  tlmt  Bill,  he  could  not’ 
let  that  opportunity  slip  without  declaring  his 
opinion  against  a Bill,  which  was,  as  he  thought, 
the  worst  bill  tlipt  had  ever  been  brought  be- 
fore that  House : It  was,  he  said,  in  his  opi- 
nion, a most  insidious  bill ; there  was  a snake 
in  the  grass,  which,  it  they  did  not  crush, 
would,  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  use  scripture 
. terms,  bruise  the  heel  of  the  constitution,  and 
consequen  tly  of  their  lordships  : That  he  would 
not  repeat  what  he  had  before  said,  but  he 
thought  he  had  proved,  that  it  was  contrary 

• to  interest  of  England,  contrary  to  the  in- 
terest of  Scotland,  destructive  to  the  land 
interest,  destructive  to  the  trading  interest; 
and  what  was  worst  of  all,  that  it  would  ruin 
the  Constitution. 

, The  Duke  of  Newcastle  answered,  That  there 
was  no  arguinenL  brought  for  proving  any  thing 
against  the  Bill,  but  what  had  been  fully  an- 
swered and  refuted:  That  if  there  was  any 
snake  iu  the  grass,  it  was  in  the  opposition  that 
had  been  made  to  tlmt  Bill,  for  that  there  had 
been  nu  reason  publicly  given,  that  could  give 
any  colour  nr  pretence  for  making  so  strong  an 
opposition  .to  that  Bill,  which  iu  its  own  nature 
was  one  of  (he  most  just,  one  of  the  most  com- 
passionate, and  one  of  the  most  necessary  Bills, 
that, bad  ever  been  brought  before  that  House. 
That  the  very  design  of  that  Bill  was  to  pre- 
serve the  land-interest,  without  the  preserving 
of  which,  neither  our  trade  nor  our  constitution 
could  long  subsist. 

The  Suit-Bill  pastel.]  Then  the  question 
being  put  for  pnssiug  the  Bill,  it  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative. 

Protest  against  it.] 

“ Dissentient'  Abingdon. 

1.  " Because  this  tax  hath  been  found,  by 
long  experience,  to  be  most  grievous  to  the  sub- 
ject ; for  which  reason  the  parliament  lately, 
u|K>n  the  recommendation  of  his  Majesty  from 
the  throne,  chose  to  repeal  this,  as  the  most  op- 
pressive part  of  the  sinking  fund,  for  the  ease 
and  relief  of  the  subject : It  mny  therefore  seem 
very  extraordinary,  that  iu  so  short  a time,  be- 
fore the  people  have  received  much  benefit 
from  it,  iu  a time  of  peace,  and  without  any 
necessity  (that  appears  to  us)  and  when  the 
supply  might  be  raised  with  less  charge  and  in- 
convenience within  the  year,  we  should  have 
recourse  to  n tax  too  odious  and  oppressive  to 
he  continued,  even  for  the  payment  of  the  na- 
tional debt, 

2.  “ Because  we  have  reason  to  believe  the 

Parliament  would  not  have  cut  off  such  a 
branch  of 'the  sinking-fund,  (which  lias  been 
esteemed  so  sacred  and  necessary)  if  it  could 
have  been  thought  that  it  could  ever  have  been 
applied  to  any  other  use ; and  it  may  give 
cause  to  apprefeai  of  th^' siViltTtig-:  1 


purposes,  be  occasionally  diminished,  till  it  is 
reduced  too  low  to  satisfy  the  public  creditors, 
and  discharge  the  immense  debts  ..f  the  nation : 
Which  opinion  (if  it  should  once  prevail)  would 
effectually  destroy  the  public  credit,  and  in- 
volve the  king  and  kingdom  in  inextricable 
difficulties. 

3.  “ Because  this  tax,  instead  of  being  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  our  debts,  occasions 
the  increase  of  them  ; and  instead  of  raising 
the  Supply  within  the  year,  which  is  always 
most  eligible,  even  in  time  of  war,  if  it  can 
he  done,  and  which  method  (if  it  had  been 
taken  at  first  and  pursued)  had  left  die  nation 
free  and  unincumbered  to  us  and  our  posterity, 
we  now  mortgage  the  revenue,  in  time  of  peace, 
for  a term  of  years,  though  hut  a short  one, 
and  yet  what  the  people  may  nutnillistanding 
apprehend  will  be  continued,  and  be  made  a 
precedent  in  all  supplies  fur  the  future;  which 
method  of  anticipating  the  revenue  must  ne- 
cessarily weaken  the  government,  by  depriving 
it  of  the  means  necessnry  for  its  support  in 
case  of  any  sudden  emergency  of  war,  or  other 
public  calamity,  aud  iu  consequence  throw  all 
tbe  weight  of  the  public  expence  upon  the 
landed  interest,  which  will  pay  dear  for  the  re- 
lief of  one  shilling  in  the  pouud  only  in  this 
year’s  land-tax. 

4.  “ Because  it  is  liable  to  frauds  and  great 
deductions,  which  make  the  real  produce  iuto 
the  Exchequer  little,  though  it  raises  much 
upon  the  people ; and  is  a great;  discourage- 
ment to  the  fishery,  and  n burthen  upon  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom. 

5.  “ Because  it  is  not  only  a great  burthen 
to  the  landed  estates,  and  particularly  to  the 
grassing  farms,  hut  even  a prohibition  to  all  im- 
provements of  land,  iu  those  parts  where  it  is 
used  for  manure. 

6.  “ Because  as  this  excise  is  proposed  with  - 
out  any  apparent  necessity,  or  convenience  to 
tbe  public,  or  even  any  real  advantage,  (as  is 
suggested)  to  the  landed  interest,  it  must  ne- 
cessarily create  a jealousy  in  the  people,  tlmt 
it  is  a step  and  introduction  to  a more  general 
one ; than  which  nothing  can  be  more  odious 
and  dreaded,  but  a standing  army,  that  must 
necessarily  attend  the  execution  of  it. 

7.  “ Because  Scotland  being  charged  only 
with  one  shilling  per  hushel  on  snlt,  which  is  not 
a third  part  of  the  duty,  it  introduces  an  ine- 
quality in  trade,  contrary  to  that  winch  seems 
established  by  the  articles  of  the  Union,  and 
tends  to  the  keeping  up  invidious  distinctions 
I etween  the  two  parts  of  the  united  kingdom. 

It  may  justly  be  doubted,  if  the  exemption 
from  tins  duly  at  the  time  of  the  Union  is  a 
sufficient  reason  for  the  like  now,  since  the 
duty  was  appropriated  to  the  debts  of  Eng- 
land contracted  before,  and  is  now  revived  for 
the  current  service  of  this  year;  yet  under  the 
appearance  of  favour,  the  people  of  Scotland 
will,  at  least,  pay  in  three  years  tbe  full  sum  of 
Hi, 6721.  for  the  saving  of  the  one  shilling  in  tha 

^tfu^d'toiPiaii,1  id's'll?  tllf  k'mo  u n ting 
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to  no  less  than  12,000/.  So  that  Gotland,  in-  of  Derwcntwater,  with  all  the  arrears  thereof 
stead  of  being  eased  by  this  R1J.  is  doubly  from  his  attainder,  fur  1,201/.  1».  without  due 
loaded  and 'rMtrained  in  her  trade  unuii  ac-  notice  of  time  or  place  lor  exposing  such  stn- 
rount  of  this  distinction ; and  all  the  bounties  uuity  to  sale,  and  without  the  presence  uf  a 
upon  exportation,  payable  now  there  by  luw,  sufficient  number  of  Commissioners  and  Trus- 
are  rendered  precarious;  mid  consequently  lees,  us  required  by  the  Act  appointing  such 
this  tax  should  not,  in  our  opinions,  have  been  Commissioners  and  Trustees.  2.  Tlmt  William 
imposed.  Smith,  esq.  did  on  the  lldt  day  of  July  1723, 

8.  “ Because  the  subjects  are  laid  under  for  the  consideration  of  1,060/.  contract  for  an 

grievous  penalties  by  this  Bill,  the  incurring  of  Estate  of.  James  late  earl  of  Dervventwater, 
which  cannot,  in  many  cases,  he  prevented,  mentioned,  in  a particular  published  by  the  said 
notwithstanding  the  strictest  care;  whereby'  Commissioners  and  Trustees,  to  be  uf  the,  nn- 
the  most  innocent. may  he  subjected  lo  the  bis-  nual  value'of  5,013/^ubjectto  the  annuities  and 
cretion  and  mercy  of  the  commissioners  and  incumbrances  in  the  sqid  particular  mentioned, 
officers  of  the  revenue,  (vhefein  the  greatest  and  to  be  sold  during  the  continuance,  of  an 
partiality  may  be  exercised.  estate  in  tall-male,  vestud  in  Charles  ItatclilTe 

9.  “ Because  all  taxes  which  require  a mul-  in  remainder,  expectant  on  the  death  of  John 
titude  of  officers  to  be  employed  in  collecting  Ratclill'e  under  age,  and  without  issue  male, 
them,  and  which  give  thereby  b-tb  occasion  which  contract  was,  on  the  SOlIi  uf  the  same 
and  pretence  to  quarter'  numbers  of  useless  July,  vacated  and  torn  out  of  the,  Book  of 
subjects  on  the  labour  nnd  industry  of  others.  Contracts,  and  a new  one  then  procured  and 
become  so  chargeable  and  oppressive,  (hat  dated  as  outlie  illli,  by  which  the  baid  William 
they  are  hardly  borne  iu  the  most  arbitrary  Smith  not  only  obtained  the  said  remainder  in 
governments;  and  that ‘they  seem  repugnant  tail,  hut  also  the  reversion  in  fee  of  the  said 
to  the  very  nature  of  n government  constituted  Estate  for  the  same  sum  of  1.060/.  although  a 
like  ours.  The  sole  expeuce  of  levying  this  sufficient  number  of  Commissioners  and  'l'rus- 
tax,  added  to  the  interest  which  must  be  paid  tees,  as  required  by  act  of  Parliament,  was  not  . 
for  loans  made  on  the  credit  of  it,  will  appear,  present  either  on  the  1 1th  or  30tb  of  the  said 
on  a fair  calculation,  sufficient  to  discharge,  in  July,  nor  had  any  notice  been  given  of  exposing 

a competent  number  of  years,  the  principal  to  sale  the  reversion  in  fee  of  the  said  Estate, 
nnd  interest  of  the  whole  sum  for  which  the  S.  That  Matthew  White  and  William  Smith, 
supply  is  given.  In  point  of  good  husbandry  -esqs.  were  preseiit  on  the  30th  of  the  said  July, 
therefore,  we  think,  that  a lax  of  tliis  uature  when  Samuel  Allen,  secretary  to  the  said  Com-  | 
should  be  rejected  in  any  country  where  reason  missioners  anil  Trustees,  bigned  the  nnmes  of  1 
is  not  subdued  by  force,  nnd  where  private  will  sir  Thomas  Hales  and  sir  John  Eyles  to  the 
lias  not  been  yet  received  for  law  ; hut  in  a respective  pretended  contracts,  made  wit'll  the 
limited  monnrchy,  like  this  of  Great-Briteiu,  said  While  and  Smith  on  the  said  30th  of  july, 
where  the  powers  uf  the  constitution  are  di-  when  no  Commissioner  and  Trustee,  but  Pen- 
vided  hritl  balanced,  nnd  yet  the  whole  exe-  nis  Bond,  esq.  nnd  John  Birch,  seijeaut  at  ] 
cutive  power  is  intrusted  to  the  priiice,  we  np-  law,  were  present.  4.  That  the  coutracting 
prebend,  that-  these  frequent  and  great  .nug-  for  the  sale  of  the  aforesaid  Estates,  by  a less 
mentations  of  thenumher of  officers  appoint-  numberoi'tlieCommissioiiersaudTtusteesthan 
ed,  directed  and  paid  by  the  authority  of  the  four,  ami  the  not  giving  13  days  notice  at  least 
crown,  though  employed  in  collecting  uiid  of  such  sales,  was  a manifest  violation  of  the 
managing  revenues,  which  are  no  part  of  the  act  oi'Parliament  for  thesale  of  the  said  Estates,  J 
revenue  of  the  crown,  ought  to  be  esteemed  highly  injurious  to  the  public,  and  a notorious  ' 
dangerous  to  public  liberty,  nnd  for  that  su,-  breach  uf  (lie  trust  reposed  iu  such  Commis-  | 

pertor  reas'-m  to  be  eternally  avoided. siouers  and  Trustees.” 

C Signed ) Bridgwater,  Shaftesbury,  Carteret, 

Bathurst,  Witichelsea  and  Nottingham,  A Bill  ordered  in  for  noticing  void  the  raid 
Coventry,  T'veel/ate,  Strilffiird,  Nor-  Sale.]  Upon  these  Resolutions  it  was  ordered, 
(Hampton;  Gower,  Ker,  Scarsdnle,  War-  “ That  leave  should  be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill 
rington,  Litchfield, Tadcaster,  Bristol.”  to  declare  and  make  void  theseveral  contmccs, 

and  the  conveyances  made  in  pursuance  there-  j 
Resohtlfdnstif  the  Commons  on  the.  Report  re-  of,,  of  the  Esiate  of  James  late  earl  of  Derwent- 
lating  to  the  fraudulent  Sale  of  t tee  Earl  of  water,  lo  William  Smith,  esq.  and  also  ol  the 
Derreenhcater’s  EUtate  'j  March  30.  The  annuity  of  200/.  during  the  life  of  Charles  fiat- 
Cnmmons  took  into  consideration  the  Report  difle,  with  the  arrears  thereof,  to  Matthew 
froth  the  Committee,  tn  whom  all  the  Bonks,  White,  esq.” 

Instruments,  nnd  Pnpers,  relating  to  the  Sale  After  this  the  House  resolved,  nem.  con.  ■ 
Of  the  estate  of  James,  late  earl  of  Dement-  “ That  any  Commissioner  nnd  Trustee,  np- 
w mer,  were  referred,  and  came  to  the  follow-  pointed  by  the  said  act  of  Parliament,  directing 
ing  Resolutions : 1.  “'That  it  np  ears  to  this  or  permitting  the  secretary  of  the  Commission, 
House,  that  on  the  30th  of  July,  1723,  Matthew  or  any  other  person,’  id  sign  the  name  ot  any 
Whirl*.  esq.  was  declared  the  purchaser  of  an  absent  QommissWer  and  Trustee,  in  older  to 
annuity  of  200/.  during  the  life  of  Charles  Rat-  make  up  the  number  of  Commissioner*  “““ 
diffe,  bstliingimtw&die'eatiaieof fafttateMGad  .Trnatessmeiqu.iEitd  ib^itSiatB^ul.  «3>*t,  tp  any  ,swe» 
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contract,  or  otlier  proceedings,  was  guilty  of  a 
violation' of  die  said  Act,  and  of  an  high  breach 
of  iruat." 

Then  n motion  was  made  to  resolve,  “ That 
any  absent  Commissioner  and  Trustee  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  act  (if  Parliament,  irapower- 
ing  any  person  to  sign  his  name  for  him,  in, 
order  to  make  up  the  number  of  Commissioners 
and  Trustees  required  hy  the  said  Act,  to  mat- 
ters of  form  in  proceedings  under  the  said  Act, 
was  guilty  of  a great  irregularity  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  said  Act.”  But  many  members 
being  of  opinion,  That  it  was  as  great  a viola- 
tion of  the  Act,  and  as  high  a breach  of  trust, 
for  any  absent  Commissioner  to  impower  tiny 
person  to  sign  his  name  for  him,  in  order  to 
make  up  the  number  of  Commissioners  re- 
quired, as  it  was  for  any  Commissioner  present 
to  direct  or  permit  niiy  other  person  to  sign  the 
name  of  any  absent  Commissioner,  in  order  to- 
make  up  thenumber  of  Commissioners  present ; 
the  said  motion  was  warmly  opposed : however, 
after  a long  debate,  the  question  was  put,  and 
it  was  earned  for  die  motion,  b.y  175  votes 
against  140. 

Dcnnit  Bond,  esg.  and  Serj.  Birch  expelled 
the  House.]  That  part  of  the  Committee's  Re- 
port, w hie  1 1 related  to  Dennis  Bond,*  esq. 
member  for  Pool,  being  read,  it  was  resolved 
“ That  he  was  guilty  of  a notorious  breach  of 
trust,  as  a Commissioner  for  -Sale  of  the  for- 
feited estates,  and  that  he  be  for  the  said  of- 
fence expelled  the  House.”  The  same  Reso- 
lutions were  made  with  regard  to  Serjeant 
Birch,  member  for  VVcobly,  and  he  was  also 
expelled  the  House. 

Sir  John  Eyles  voted  guilty  of  an  Irregu- 


*  “ Perhaps  you  thiuk  the  poor  might  have  their 

“ Rond  damns  I he  poor,  and  hates  them  from  his 
“ Tim  grave  Sir  Gilbert  holds  it  for  a rule  [heart: 
“ That  ev'ry  man  in  want  is  knave  or  fool  : 

“ God  cannot  love  (says  Blont  with  tearless  eyes) 
“ The  wretch  he  starves — and  piously  denies.” 
Pope’s  Moral  Epistle : Ep.  3. 

‘‘  This  Episde  was  written  in  the  year  1731, 
when  a Corporation  was  established  to  lend 
money  to  the  poor  upon  pledges,  by  the  mime 
of  the  Charitable  Corporation  ; but  the  whole 
wtia  turned  only  to  an  iniquitous  method  of 
enriching  particular  ppflple,  to  the  ruin  of  such 
numbers,  that  it  became  a parliamentary  con- 
cern to  endeavour  the  relief  of  itiuse  unhappy 
sufferers  ; and  tliree  of  the  Managers,  who 
were  members  of  the  House,  wi  re  expelled. 
By  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  that  iniquitous  affair,  it  appears, 
that  when  it  was  objected  to  tbe  intended  re- 
moval rif  tbe  office,  that  the  poor,  for  whose 
use  it  was  erected,  would  be  hurt  by  it.  Bond, 
one  of  the  directors,  replied,  ‘ Damn  tbe  poor.' 
That  ‘ God  hates  the  poor,’  and,  ‘ That  every 
* man  iu  want  is  either  knave  or  fool : Ike.’ 
were  the  genuine  apothegms  of  some  of  tbe 
persons  hcrefo»U^.”T"nseH>-“ ta§£rs"> 


larity  ; and  ordered  to  be  Reprimanded  by  Mr. 
Speaker .]  Then  that  pnrt  of  the  Report  which 
related  to  sir  John  Eyles,  member  for  London, 
was  read,  and  the  recital  of  a Conveyance  en- 
tered into  a Book  belonging  to  the  said  Com- 
missioners and  Trustees  was  read ; then  it  was 
resolved,  “ That  he  was  guilty  of  a great  Irre- 
gularity as  a Commissioner  and  Trustee  for 
Sale  of  the  forfeited  Estates  for  the  use  of  the 
public,  by  erupoweriug  Mr.  Samuel  Allen,  se- 
cretary of  the  commissioners  and  trustees  for 
the  sale  of  the  said  estate,  to  sign  his  the  said 
sir  John  Lyles’s  name,  when  absent,  in  order  to 
make  up  the  number  of  commissioners  and 
trustees  required  by  act  of  parliament,  to 
matters  of  form  in  proceedings  uuder  the 
said  act.  And  it  was  ordered,  That  ho 
should  for  his  said  offence  be  reprimanded  in 
his  place  by  the  Speaker,  and  that  he  should  at- 
tend the  House  in  his  place  the  next  morning. 

The  Speaker’s  Reprimand  to  Sir  John  Eyles .] 
March  31.  Sir  John  Eyles  attending  m his 
place,  Mr.  Speaker  called  upon  him  by  his  name : 
And  sir  John  Eyles  standing  up  io  his  place, 
uncovered,  Mr.  Speaker,  sitting  in  the  clmir, 
covered,  spoke  to  him  to  the  effect  following : 

“ Sir  Johu  Eyles ; 

“ Tile  House  have  come  to  a Resolution, 
That  you  arc  guilty  of  a great  irregularity  as  a 
Commissioner  and  Trustee  for  Sale  of  the 
forfeited  Estates  for  the  use  of  the  public,  by 
imposveriug  Mr.  Samuel  Allen,  secretary  of  the 
Commissioners  and  Trustees  for  the  Sale  of 
the  said  Estates,  to  sign  your  name,  wheu  ab- 
sent, in  order  to  make  up  the  number  of  Com- 
missioners and  Trustees  required  by  act  of  par- 
liament to  matters  of  form  iu  proceedings  under 
tile  said  act : 

“ And  have  imposed  a command  upon  me, 
which  is  the  only  one,  I can  truly  say,  that  I 
ever  received  with  any  uneasiness  in  the  place 
I now  sit,  not  from  any  doubt  of  the  justice  of 
the  command,  nor  from  any  unwillingness  in  roe 
to  obey  un  order  of  die  House,  but  because 
yuu,  Sir,  are  unfortunately  the  subject  of  it, 
for  whom  I have  always  had  the  greatest  per- 
sonal regard. 

“ The  Offence  you  are  guilty  of,  having 
come  within  the  notice  of  the  House,  it  was 
impossible  it  should  escape  their  censure,  as 
it  had  a reference  to  a trust  reposed  in  you; 
reposed  by  parliament,  the  highest  und  most 
sacred  authority,  any  subject  of  this  kingdom 
cau  act  under';  ami  with  a particular  confi- 
dence in  y ou,  and  tiie  others  joined  widt  you, 
because  of  die  relation  you  bore  to  die  parlia- 
ment ; a trust  of  grtut  imporUf.ee,  and  which 
required  great  pains  in,  mid  attention  to,  it ; 
nnil  for  Unit  a very  considerable  rec  -mpeuce 
was  assigned  to  you  out  of  the  public  treasure. 
The  recorapeuce.  Sir,  you  enjoyed ; but  the 
pains,  and  attention,  expected  from  you,  yqa 
failed  in  ; and  illegally  delegated  yuur  trust,  in 
instances,  where  a false  and  fraudulent  use 
has  been  made  of  it-  Bui  happy  for  you.  Sir, 
‘it  ip(ilAri-Vd',U!ifrlih'uie'  *d  hlvfvf  bkkh  a matter, 
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rather  of  evil  example,  than  of  evil  intention ; 
for  which  reasons  the  Resolutions  of lue'  House, 
on  this  occasion,  have  a mixture  of  justice  and 
mercy;  and,  as  your  Offence  will  always  jus- 
tify the  censure  of  the  House,  let  it  be  your 
care.  Sir,  that  your  future  behaviour  always 
justify  their  lenity  : let  the  justice  of  the  House 
make  you  fear,  and  the  clemency  of  the  House 
make  it  a matter  of  sorrow  in  you,  to  offend 
again. 

“ This  sense,  I persuade  niysejf,  you  will 
have  of  the  J udgment,  the  House  has  passed 
upon  you  ; which  is,  That  I reprimand,  you  for 
your  said  Offence  : — Aud  I do  reprimand  you 
accordingly.” 

Sir  John  Eylcs’t  Reply.]  Whereupon  sir 
John  Eyles  said, 

“ Sir, 

“ I am  very  much  ashamed  of  an  Offence, 
that  has  drawn  upon  me  the  animadversion  and 
censure  of  this  House  ; an  offence,  which,  at 
thetimeof  committing  it,  I had  scarce  an  idea 
of  being  subject  to  blame  for.  1 am  now  made 
truly  sensible  of  it ; and  the  strong  and  lively 
colours,  in' which  you.  Sir,  have  drawn  it,  will 
be  to  me  a lasting  memento  of  future  caution. 

“ The  judgment  the  House  has  passed  upon 
me,  I endure  with  a dutiful  submission  ; and 
you,  Sir,  having  shewn  that  tenderness  und  hu- 
manity, which  is  agreeable  lo  your  nature,  in 
your  kind  and  indulgent  manner  of  pro- 
nouncing it,  and  thereby  in  some  degree 
abated  its  rigour,  1 cannot  hat  express  my 
grateful  and  sincere  acknowledgments  to  your- 
self, and  also  to  the  House,  for  their  favour  in 
not  carrying  this  censure  co  any  further  conse- 
quence.” 

The  Thanks  of  the  Commons  given  to  Ijird 
Gage Jbr  detecting  the  Fraudulent  Sulc  of  the 
Derweiituiatcr  Estate.]  Resolved,  nein.  coo 
“ That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  he  given  to 
the  lord  viscount  Gage,  a member  of  this 
House,  for  the  great  service  he  hath  done  the 
public,  in  detecting  the  fraudulent  Sale  of  cer- 
tain forfeited  estates  of  Janies,  late  earl  of  Der- 
wentwater,  and  of  a forfeited  annuity,  issuing 
out  of  the  same,  nliioh  weft  vested  in  commis- 
sioners and  trustees,  to  be  sold  fur  the 
public  use.” 

The  Speaker's  Speech  to  Lord  6’ age.]  And 
Mr.  Speaker  gave  him  the  Thanks  of  the  House 
accordingly,  as  follows : 

“ My  Lorti  G.age, 

“ The  House  have  come  to  an  unanimous  Re- 
solution, That  the  Thunks  of  the  House  be 
given  to  your  lordship,  for  the  great  service  you 
have  done  the  public,  in  detecting  the  fraudu- 
lent sale  of  certain  forfeited  estates  of  James 
late  earl  of  Derwentwater,  and  of  a forfeited 
annuity,  issuing  out  of  the  same,  which  were 
vested  in  commissioners  aud  trustees,  to  be 
sold  for  the  public  use. 

“ And 

this  discovery  has  shewn  your  disinterested 


regard  to  the  public  service,  as  the  effect 
of  it  may  be  greatly  to  the  public  benefit,' 

“ The  applying  the  forfeited  estates  to  the 
use  of  the  public  being  one  of  the  principal  rea- 
sons for  making  it  thereby  impossible  they 
should  ever  he  given  hack  to  the  unfortunate 
families  they  once  belonged  to,  the  House  of 
Commons  could  nut,  without  uneasiness,  think 
of  this  pretended  sale,  which  has  thrown,  into 

tiriynie  hands,  no  ways  allied  to  die  estate,  so 
arge  a share  of  profit,  due  to  the  public,  with 
a very  low,  and  almost  the  bare  appearance 
only  of  a consideration  for  one  part,  and  not 
so  much  as  even  lh.it  for  another. 

“ But  your  lordship’s  seasonable  detection,  of 
this  injurious  transaction  will  verylikely  pro.- 
duce  justice  aud  restitution  lo  (ho  public  ; and 
for  this  service  your  lordship  is  now  receiving 
a reward,  that,  I can  answer  for  yoor  lordship, 
you  esteem  amongst  die  greatest,  and  most 
honourable,  you  can  acquire,  and  which,  my 
lord,  will  not  only  remain  with  you,  but  wifi 
derive  a lasting  honour  to  those,  who  may 
come  after  you : 

“ An  honour,  my  lord,  the  House  has  al- 
ways been  most  tender  of  in  the  way,  mid  fur 
the  reason,  they  confer  it  upon  you,  and,  if  I 
may  use  the  expression,  is  a sort  of  bounty, 
they  have  ever  been  most  frugal  of  granting. 
Few  are  the  instances  of  it : Not,  that  public 
services  have  not  frequently . been  performed, 
but,  that  the  Thanks  of  die  House  of  Commons 
are  never  given  for  public  services,  hut  what 
are  the  most  eminent,  such  as  that,  which. your 
lordship  has  lately  done  the  state. 

“ I nm  very  conscious,  how  imperfectly  I 
have  conveyed  the  sense  of  the  House  to  your 
ship  ; hut  the  having  no  time  to  prepare  myself 
for  it  must  he  my  excuse.  I will  only  add. 
That  no  one  could  with  more  pleasure  obey 
the  order  of  the  House  on  this  occasion,  than  I 
do,  which  is,  to  give  your  lordship  the  Thanks 
of  the  House,  for  your  said  service  to  (he  pub- 
lic : And  T do  give  your  lordship  the  Thanks 
of  the  House  accordingly.” 

Lord  Gage’s  Reply.]  Whereupon  the  Lord 
Gage  spoke  to  the  effect  following: 

“ Mr.  Speaker, 

" This  sudden  and  unexpected  honour  hath 
pul  me  into  so  great  a coufusion,  that  I never 
was  more  at  a loss  for  words  to  express  myself, 
than  now.  All  I can  sav,  Sir,  is,  to  assure  you 
and  the  House,  that  1 hud  no  other  view  in 
promoting  this  enquiry,  than  to  discharge  the 
trust  my  country  has  reposed  in  me,  by  detect- . 
ing(as  far  as  I was  able)  a fraud  injurious  to 
the  public. 

“ And,  since  the  House  1ms  been  pleased  to 
distinguish  my  poor  service  in  a manner  so  far 
beyond  what  it  deserved,  or  I could  have 
expected,  their  approbation  of  my  behaviour 
in  this  particular  instance  will,  I hope,  so 
influence  mv  future  conduct  in  all  others,  as 
may  convince  them,  that  I shall  umkc  it  my 

nave  done  we«n  tms  occasiou. F 
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Further  Debate  concerning  llobiuson  and 
Thompson .]  April  3.  The  affair  of  George 
Robinson  and  John  Thompson  occasioned  a 
new  debate,  for  the  dny  being  then  passed, 
on  which  Robinson  nnd  Thompson  were  to  ap- 
pear by  the  act  before  mentioned,  and  neither 
of  them  having  appeared  or  surrendered  him- 
self in  the  terms  ol  the  said  net;  it  was  moved, 

* That  he  might  be  expelled.’  But  some  of  the 
members  tool:  notice.  That  by  the  said  Act, 
he  might  within  the  time  limited  surrender 
himself  to  either  House  of  Parliament : nnd 
though  he  had  not  surrendered  to  that  House, 
yet  they  did  not  know  but  that  he  had  surren- 
dered himself  to  the  other  : and  therefore  thev 
moved,  That  a Committee  should  be  appointed 
to  inspect  the  Journals  of  the  Lords  and  to 
report  to  that  House,  whether  nny  and  what 
proceedings  had  been  before  tire  Lords  in  con- 
sequence of  an  Act  passed  that  session,  intitled, 

* An  Act  to  encourage  and  compel  George 
‘ Robinson,  esq.  and  John  Thompson  to  np- 

But  to  this  it  was  answered,  “ That  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  said  Act,  tire  said  Robinson 
might  have  surrendered  himself  to  the  other 
House,  and  might  thereby  have  freed  himself 
from  the  pains,  to  which  he  was  by  the  said 
Act  subjected,  in  case  of  his  not  appearing  anil 
surrendering ; but  this  they  Imd  nothing  to  do 
with,  when  they  came  to  consider  whether  nr 
no  he  ought  to  be  expelled ; because  in  that 
question,  the  only  point  to  be  considered  of 
was,  whether  or  uo  he  had  attended  the  service 
of  the  House  according  to  order ; if  he  had,  it 
would  appear  by  his  answering  for  himself  in 
his  place,  or  by  some  member’s  rising  up  and 
ranking  an  excuse  for  him  ; if  he  had  not,  he 
was  guilty  of  a high  contempt  of  the  orders 
and  authority  of  that  House,  for  which  he  ought 
to  be  expelled;  and  that  therefore  they  had, 
not  in  the  present  question  any  business  with 
the  Journals  of  the  other  House.” 

At  last  the  question  was  put  upon  this  mo- 
tion, and  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  House  came  to  a Resolution,  nem. 
con.  “ That  George  Robinson,  esq.  having 
been  charged  in  parliament  with  being  privy  to, 
and  concerned  in  many  indirect  nnd  fraudulent 
practices,  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Charitable  Corporation  for  relief  of  indus- 
trious Poor,  by  assisting  them  with  small  sums 
upon  pledges  at  legal  interest;  and  with  having 
got  into  his  hands  very  large  sums  of  money 
belonging  to  the  said  Corporation  ; and  being 
returned  a Burgess  to  serve  in  this  present 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Great  Marlow 
in  the  county  of  Bucks,  and  having  never  at- 
tended the  service  of  the  House,  although  re- 
quired so  to  doj  was  guilty  of  a high  contempt 
of  the  orders  and  authority  of  this  House.” 

George  Robinson,  esq.  expelled I the  House  on 
account  of  the  Charitable  Corporation.]  Then 
it  was  likewise  resolved,  nan.  con.  “ That  the 
said  George  Robiuson,  esq.  be  for  his  said  of- 
fence exptdletl'  ffiti  H^se  !'lMaa'd  MriTipeaEtr1' 
9 
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was  ordered  to  issue  his  warrant  for  making 
out  a new  writ  for  the  said  borough  of  Marlow, 
in  his  place. 

The  Bill  for  making  void  the  Sale  of  the 
Earl  of  Dementscatcr's  Estate  brought  in.] 
April  6.  Lord  Gage  presented  to  the  House 
a Bill,  “ For  making  void  the  several  Contracts 
for  Sale  ot  the  late  Earl  of  Derwentwater’s 
estate,"  which  was  read  the  first,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a second  time. 

A Motion  that  the  Witnesses  to  be  examined 
at  the  second  Reading  of  the  said  Bill,  be  ex- 
amined upon  Oath,  passed  in  the  Negative.] 
April  17.  A Petition  of  William  Smith,  esq. 
and  Matthew  White,  esq.  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  rend ; praying  to  be  heard  by  their 
counsel  against  the  said  Bill,  which  Petition* 
were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  till  the 
second  reading  thereof ; and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners might  be  then  severally  heard  by  their 
counsel. 

Hereupon  a motion  was  made,  “ That  the 
Witnesses,  who  shall  he  examined  for  and 
ngaiDst  the  said  Bill  at  the  second  reading 
thereof  shall  be  examined  in  the  most  solemn 
maimer.”  -This  occasioned  a long  debate  in 
the  House.  Those  that  were  against  the 
question  represented,  “ Tbatlhe  House  of  Lord* 
had  always  insisted  upon  it,  that  the  House  of 
Commons,  being  no  court  of  judicature,,  bad 
not  therefore  a power  to  examine  witnesses  in 
the  most1  solemn  manner,  at  the  bar  of  their 
House:  That  though  this  power  bad  always 
been  claimed  and  insisted  upon  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  yet  it  was  a point  still  in  dispute 
between  the  two  Houses : And  that  if  the 
House  of  Commons  should  upon  that  occasion 
make  U6e  of  ibis  disputed  power,  it  would  oc- 
casion a breach  between  the  two  Houses, 
which  might  not  only  prove  to  be  the  loss  of 
the  Bill  then  under  consideration,  but  might 
be  of  much  worse  consequence,  by  pulling  a 
full  stop  to  all  the  public  business  of  the  na- 
tion ; it  being  well  known,  that  whenever  any 
breach  happened  between  the  two  Houses,  ic 
proved  always  to  be  a very  difficult  and  tedious 
matter  to  re-establish  that  harmony,  which 
ought  always  to  subsist  bclweeu  the  two 
Houses,  and  without  which  the  public  affairs 
of  the  nation  cannot  be  carried  on ; so  that 
their  coming  to  any  such  resolution  might  in- 
tirely  unhinge  the  government,  and  throw  tlie 
whole  kingdom  into  confusion. 

Those  Members  upon  lira  other  hand,  who 
were  for  the  question,  declared  the  great  re- 
gard and  concern  they  had  for  ti  e Bill  then 
under  consideration,  and  for  the  public  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  nation  ; but  said,  “ That  the 
true  method  of  preserving  lira  public  quiet  of 
lira  nation  was,  for  each  House  to  lake  care  to 
preserve  those  powers  nnd  privileges  which 
properly  belong  to  them:  for  if  that  House 
should  begin  to  yield  up,  or  not  exert  a power 
which  they  had  ulways  enjoyed,  only  because 
the  other  House  pretended  io  dispute  their 
llhi’idtf '"ihy’llich'  i’fJUwbl^llseyo  tbifelu  cuwe  at 
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lnse  to  he  stript  of  - all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges they  ever  had  or  ccold  pretend  tot 
That  it  was  well  known,  that  the  Home  of 
Commons  bad  always  been  used  to  impower 
their  Committees  to  examine  Witnesses  before 
them  in  the  most  solemn  manner;  And  it  was 
very  odd  to  pretend,  that  the  ' House  itself 
could  not  make  use  of  that  poWer  which  they 
every  day  delegated  to  their  committees ; it 
was  not  to  he  presumed,  that  the  other  House 
would  raise  any  such  groundless  dispute : 
That  it  might  perhnps  be  pretended,  that  as 
the  House  of  Commons  was  no  court  of  judi- 
cature, they  could  not  therefore  administer  an 
Oath : but  that  wns  not  now  to  be  brought  into 
question,  because  they  might  get  such  of  the 
members  as  were  jnstices  of  the  peace  to  ad- 
minister the  oath  to  the  witnesses,  upon  which 
oath  the  witnesses  might  afterwards  be  exa- 
mined at  the  bdr  of  the  House ; or  they  might 
get  one  of  the  J udges  to  come  to  the  Speaker’s 
Chamber  to  administer  the  Oath  to  the  wit- 
nesses, which  was  no  new  or  unhenrd-of  me- 
thod of  proceeding:  for  that  there  was  upon 
tbeir  Journals  a Precedent  for  the  same,  and 
that  method  was  then  nllowed  of  by  the  other  1 
House  without  any  dispute : That  even  as  to 
their  having  a power  of  administering  an  Oath 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  they  hoped  that 
there  was  no  member  of  that  House  vrhoi 
doubted  thereof ; and  if  it  were  to  be  brought 
into  dispute,  it  could  be  proved  to  the  convic- 
tion of  all  impartial  men  : That  the  Honse  of 
Commons  was  certainly  a Court  of  Record, 
their  being  such  having  been  admitted  of  by 
the  other  llouse  in  ilia  most  solemn  manner, 
as  appeared  by  the  Otli  of  Henry  8,  clmp.  16. 
By  which  it  was  coacted,  ‘ That  no  knight,  See. 
‘should  depart  from  the  parliament  without  i 
‘ the  licence  of  the  Speaker  and  Commons  in 
‘ parliament  assembled,  to  be  entered  upon 
‘ Record,  in  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliament’s 
‘ Book,  on  pain  to  lose  their  Wages.’  That 
this  was  an  indisputable  testimony  of  their  be- 
ing a Court  of  Record,  and  os  such  they  cer- 
tainly had  a power  to  administer  an  oath  in 
any  affine  which  came  properly  before  them, 
and  upon  which  it  was  necessary  that  witnesses 
should  be  examined  : That  as  there  was  a pre- 
cedent fur  examining  witnesses  in  the  most  so- 
lemn manner  at  the  bar  of  their  House,  with- 
out hriugmg  their  power  of  administering  of 
oaths  into  dispute,  if  the  present  question  wns 
agreed  to,  they  might  follow  that  precedent, 
and  thereby  prevent  all  occasion  of  difference 
between  the  two  Houses. 

Then  the  previous  question  being  put,  That 
the  question  lie  uaw  put  upon  the  said  motion, 
it  passed  in  the  negative.  The  majority  of  the 
House,  being  desirous  to  have  the  Bill  passed,  | 
were  unwilling  to  agree  to  any  motion  tbnt  ' 
might  oreate  a difference  between  the  two 
Houses,  mid  thereby  hazard  the  loss  of  the  Bill. 

Report  most  t»z  Committee  or  the  House 
op  Commons  on  the  Pees  uftbeOpficebs  op 
zns  CocMt'iio*..  Cii»iitasitrv]-  bApfiJ  li&-|3i£r.i ■; 


Wyndhain  reported  from  the  Committee,  to 
whom  the  several  Lists  of  the  Officers,  and 
their  Deputies,  belonging  to  the  several  Courts 
in  Westminster-lrall,  and  elsewhere,  with  ige 
Lists,  Accounts,  and  Tables  of  Fees,  claimed 
by  them  (which  were  presented  to  this  House  1 
in  the  last  nnd  present  session  of  parliament)  i 
and  also  the  Lists,  Accounts,  ami  Table, 

Fees,  of  the  Officers,  and  Servnuts,  lielonging  to 
the  Judge,  of  the  several  Courts  in  West- 
minster- bull,  and  the  Circuits,  the  Associates 
and  Clerks  uf  Assize  (presented  to  this  House  * 
in  the  session  of  parliament  preceding  the  last) 
were  referred,  the  mntter,  as  it  appeared  to  ' 
them,  with  the  Resolutions  of  the  Commutes 
thereupon,  which  they  bad  directed  him  to  re- 
port  to  the  House:  And  he  read  the  Report  in 
his  place,  and  afterwords  delivered  it  in  at  the  j 
Clerk’s  table;  where  the  same  was  read ; and  I 
the  Report  and  Resolutions  are,  as  follow; 

“ The  Committee,  taking  into  consideration  1 
the  great  number  of  Officers,  and  Clerks,  who  I 
have  presented  to  this  House  Lists  of  Fees,  I 
thought  it  necessnry  to  examine  into  the  Fees  I 
of  the  Officers  of  each  Court  separately,  nnd  to  I 
begin  with  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which  is  a | 
Court  always  open,  and  which  exercises  the  1 
must  extensive  jurisdiction,  and  uhounds  with 
clerks,  and  officers. 

“ The  Committee  enquired,  of  wlmt  officers  j 
the  Court  of  Chancery  did  anciently  consist,  I 
and  what  regulation  of  their  fees  had  been  I 
made,  and  wlmt  methods  used,  to  prevent  the  ■ 
increase  of  unnecessary  officers,  and  the  ex*  ] 
action  of  illegal  fees. 

“ It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  Com*  I 
missions,  to  enquire  into  the  behaviour  of  l 
officers  in  courts  of  justice,  ecclesiastical  and  I 
civil,  were  frequently  issued,  in  former  times,  ' 
to  several  great  officers  of  the  kingdom,  and  I 
others,  with  power  to  correct  abuses,  and  whb  I 
direction  to  certify  their  proceedings,  either  to  | 
the  king  in  Council,  or  into  the  Court  of  Cliau-  I 

“The  inrollment  of  two  such  Commissions  ,1 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  First,  and  of  four  ia 
the  reign  of  Charles  tbs  First,  were  produced  to  1 
the  Committee,  from  the  records  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Rolls;  but  no  such  commission  has  issued  , 
siuce  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second.  •'] 

“ Another  method  of  reforming  abuses  in  the  : 
courts  of  Justice  was,  bv  the  presentment  of 
experienced  prnclisers,  upon  oath,  appointed  by 
the  judges  of  the  several  courts  to  c-nquire,  what 
fee s had  been  exacted,  other  than  the  ancient  - 
and  usual  fees. 

“ A Presentment,  upon  oath,  of  15  persons, 
in  the  40Lh  Elizabeth,  for  the  better  Refnr-  , 
mation  of  sundry  Exactions  and  Abuses,  sup-  • 
posed  to  be  committed'  by  officers,  clerks,  and  | 
ministers,  in  the  high  Court  of  Chancery,  w»» 
shewed  to  the  Committee;  by  which  present- 
ment it  plainly  appeared,  who’ were  the  officers 
of  the  Court  at  that  time,  and  wlmt  were  their 
legal  fees. 

• Ba-rpas  tte  "Jtistiis'fc-r  the  ■Csurt  of  Cbw- 
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eery  fire  exceedingly  increased  since  (hat  time, 
by  patents  and  grants,  and  many  secretaries, 
and  clerks,  and  other  honorary  attendants  upon 
the  judges  of  that  court,  appear  non  to  claim 
large  fees,  whose  services  were  unknown  to  the 
ancient  practises  in  the  40th  of  Elizabeth,  the 
Comrpittee  thought  it  proper  to  mate  a list  of 
such  offices,  as  appear  to  be  ancient,  and  ne- 
cessary to  the  justice  of  the  court,  and  a list  pf 
such,  as  have  since  grown  up  insensibly  into 
offices  of  great  profit,  and  much  increased  the 
expence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court;  which 
lists  nre  hereunto  annexed,  Appendix,  No.  i, 
and  2. 

“ By  the  Presentment  of  Fees  in  the  40th 
of  Elizabeth,  and  by  the  Lists  of  Fees,  lately  pre- 
sented to  this  House,  it  appears,  that  ninny  fees 
of  several  ancient  officers,  then  allowed,  con- 
tinue  the  same  to  this  time ; particularly,  of  the 
examiners,  the  cursitors,  the  clerk  of  the  sub- 
pcenas,  the  clerk  of  the  chapel  of  the  rolls,  the 
clerks  of  the  petty  bag,  the  six  clerks,  and 
others;  which  die  Committee  think  very  ob- 
servable, and  consider  as  the  effect  of  a good 
regulation,  once  established,  which  lias  been 
able  to  preserve  itself  for  above  130  years 
against  the  incroachmcnts  of  officers  on  all 
sides  in  the  same  court. 

“ The  Abolition  of  the  Court  of  Star-cham- 
ber,and  of  the  court  of  Wards  and  Liveries,  to- 
gether with  nil  the  writs  and  proceedings  of 
those  courts,  hns  extinguished  some  offices,  and 
reduced  the  profit  of  some  ancient  officers  of 
the  Court  or  Chancery ; and  the  alteration, 
which  tiiuo  has  introduced  into  the  practice  of 
the  court,  has  greatly  raised  the  profits  of  otliei 
officers,  who  nre  concerned  in  the  proceeding? 
in  equity,  liy  the  multiplying  of  petitions,  bills, 
answers,  pleadings,  examinations,  decrees,  and 
other  forms,  and  copies  of  them,  and  extending 
them  frequently  to  an  unnecessary  length. 

“It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  the 
charge  of  drawing  and  entering  an  order  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  anciently  was  hut  one  or 
two  shillings,  and  never  exceeded  three  shillings, 
untill  the  time,  that  the  office  of  register  was 
erected,  mid  a grant  made  of  it,  and  that  nil  or- 
ders, dismissions,  and  decrees,  were  endorsed 
open  the  pleadings.  Thu  fee  of  three  shillings 
and  sixpence  for  each  side  in  all  causes,  and  of 
seven  shillings  a side  in  causes  by  consent,  now 
claimed  by  the  register,  and  his  deputies,  ap- 
pear to  the  Committee  to  be  a heavy  burthen 
upou  the  client,  especially,  considering  the  long 
recitals  in  decrees  and  orders  of  late  times, 
which  the  deputy  registers  did  acknowledge  to 
consist  frequently  of  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  or 
more,  sides,  and  considering,  that  other  forms 
in  the  same  court  are  charged  eight  pence,  or 
at  most  tn  elve  pence  a side. 

“ The  cluirgo  of  eight  pence  a side  for  copies, 
received  by  the  masters,  and  by  the  six  clerks, 
is  an  ancient  fee,  where  copies  are  necessary ; 
but  the  Committee  were  informed,  that  copies 
are  frequently  forced  upon  the  client,  contrary 
to  bis  desire,  and  claimed  by  officers,  ns  due  to 
them,  or  cHbrgtdt  brwRtifcOHcfi  ttec/tieb  kustbed 
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claimed  or  paid  ; which,  considering  the  prodi- 
gious length  of  some  forms,  nud  that  the  whole 
proceedings  iu  causes  consist  often  of  several 
thousand  sheets,  is  a grievous  abuse,  that  ought 
W be  reformed, 

“ The  Masters  in  Chancery  claim  two  shil- 
lings for  every  summons,  which  the  Committee 
admit  tu  be  reasonable ; but  are  informed,  Unit 
abuses  bare  been  often  committed,  by  a grant 
number  of  summons  issuing,  without  any  atten- 
dance of  the  clerks,  or  solicitors,  who  neverthe- 
less may  charge  their  clients  for  such  summon', 
and  then-  attendance,  because  few  Jiills  are  regu- 
larly taxed  before  the  masters;  which  Mr. 
Hnlford  and  Mr.  Elite,  masters  in  Chancery, 
did  affirm  to  be  a principal  occasion  of  the  in- 
crease of  cxpence  in  causes,  the  'solicitors  gene- 
rally taking  upon  themselves  to  tax  one  another, 
hi, Is,  and  making  what  allowances  they  think 

“ Tlie  Committee  apprehend,  that  the  fees 
of  l lie  secretaries,  clerks,  mid  other  officers,  who 
do  not  sppesr  to  have  been  known  formerly  to 
the  court M>ave  never  undergone  any  public  ex- 
amination ; that  many  different  offices  render 
the  business  of  the  court  very  inconvenient  tu 
the  suitor,  and  greatly  encaarnge  the  demand 
of  new  fees. 

" It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that  orders 
bad  sometimes  been  made,  for  the  officers  to 
lmug  up  publicly  lists  of  their  fees ; most  of 
which  lists  are  since  withdrawn,  or  hove  been 
•offered  to  decay,  and  become  so  useless,  that 
rbe  officers  themselves  seemed  often  doubtful, 
wliat  fees  to  claim,  and  most  of  them  relied 
upon  no  belter  evidence,  than  some  informa- 
tion from  their  predecessors,  or  the  deputies  of 
their  predecessors  that  such  fees  Imd  been  de- 
manded, and  received. 

“ Among-  the  various  claims  of  those,  who 
now  call  themselves  officers  of  the. Court  of 
Chancery,  none  appeared  more  extraordinary 
to  the  Committee,  than  the  fee  of  the  secretary 
and  clerk  of  the  briefs;  who,  upou  grants,  to 
enable  persons  to  beg  and  collect  nlms,  claim, 
and  frequently  receive,  a fee  of  forty,  fifty,  or 
sixty,  pounds;  and  the  register  takes,  liesides, 
twelve  or  thirteen  pounds,  for  stamping  and 
telling  the  briefs ; which  fees,  with  other  great 
charges  upon  the  collection,  devour  three  parts 
in  four  of  wliat  is  given  for  the  relief of  persons, 
reduced  to  extreme  poverty  by  fire,  or  other  ac- 
cidents, 

“ The  Clerk  of  the  lonatics  and  ideots  in- 
formed the  Committee,  that  lie  bad  never  seen 
any  account  of  his  fees,  till  lately ; lie  believes, 
not  till  a list  of  them  was  ordered  to  belaid  be- 
fore this  House : thut  Mr.  Lewis,  who  had  been 
his  deputy  in  his  office  for  34  years,  had  con-' 
stantlv  refused  to  shew  nny  list  to  Mr.  Bennet, 
his  predecessor;  nod  that  lie  bad  noother  rule 
in  the  demand  of  his  fees,  for  three  or  four  years, 
but  receipts,  and  loose  papers,  which  lie  found 
in  his  office ; but  that  the  fees,  which  he  took, 
appear  to  agree  exncdy  with  the  fees  contained 
in  the  list,  which  lie  has  so  lately  discovered, 
of  ShSftab  YHiMt  the -aowmSMi which  the 

3 Z 


1075]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  a Gbo.  II.  1732.-  Report  of  the  Commons  relating  [1076 
Tlie  Clerk  for  writing  Subprenos  in  the  Chan. 

The  Clerk  for  writing  of  Presentation! 

The  Clerk  for  writing  of  Protections  for  Ho«- 

The  Clerk  for  writing  of  Licences  for  Wines. 
The  Office  for  filing  of  the  English  Pleadings, 
exhibited  in  Chancery 

The  Office  for  the  Examination  of  Letters  P». 

tents  in  the  Chancery 
The  Clerk  of  the  Chapel  in  the  RolU 
The  Clerks  of  the  Inroliments. 

No.  H. 

A List  of  the  Officers  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery in  the  Year  173S. 

The  Masters  in  Chancery 
The  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
The  Prothonotary 
The  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper 
The  Comptrollers  of  the  Hnnaper 
The  Six  Clerks 
The  Sixty  Clerks 
The  Clerks  of  the  Petty  Bag 
The  Examiners 

Tho  Copying  Clerks  in  the  Office  of  the  Eit- 

The  Curators 
The  Register 

The  Clerk  of  the  Reports,  iu  the  Register’!  Of- 
fice 

The  Entering  Clerks  in  the  Register1!  Office 
The  Warden  of  the  Fleet 
The, Usher 
The  Sealer 
The  Chaff-wax 

The  Clerk  of  the  Dispensations  and  Faculties 
The  Clerk  of  the  Presentations 
The  Clerk  of  the  Leases 
The  Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower 
The  Patentees  of  the  Subpoena  Office 
The  Clerk  of  tire  Chapel  of  the  Rolls 
The  Clerks  of  the  Inroliments 
The  Clerk  of  the  Patents 
The  Clerk  of  the  Briefs 

The  Clerk  of  the  Custodies,  and  Patentee  for 
making  out  of  Commissions  of  Lunatics  aud 
Ideots 

The  Patentee  of  the  Six- peony  Writ  Office 
The  Patentees  for  making  out  Commission  of 
Bankrupt 

The  Register  for  inrolling  proceedings  in  mat- 
ters of  Bankruptcy 
The  Register  of  Affidavits 
The  Receiver  of  the  Ernes 
The  Serjeant  tit  Arms,  attending  the  great  Seal 
Tiie  Messenger,  attending  the  great  Seal. 

Officers  belonging  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
The  Doorkeeper  of  the  Conn  ■ " 

The-Pur9e-bearer 
The  Secretary 

The  Secretary  of  ibe  Presentations 
The  Secretary  of  the  Commissions  of  ®e 

j„iltPieape^Bfe!„ry  [Mgiiisairprf  t . nit 


officers  gave  the  Committee ; who  took  into 
consideration  the  great  difficulty  they  bad  even 
to  discover,  of  what  officers,  clerks,  and  minis- 
ters, the  Court  of 'Chancery  does  at  present 
consist,  or  in  what  terms  to  describe  their  offices 
and  employments,  so  as  to  make  them  discover 
themselves  ; and,  observing,  how  little  able,  or 
willing,  many  officers  were  to  give  any  satisfac- 
tory account  of  the  fees  they  claim,  and  receive, 
came  to  the  following  Resolutions: 

“ Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
,r  Committee,  that  the  long  disuse  of  public  en- 
“ ipiiries  into  the  behaviour  of  the  officers, 
“ clerks,  and  ministers,  of  the  Courts  of  Justice, 
“ has  becu  an  occasion  of  the  increase  of  un- 
“ nocessary  officers,  and  giveu  encouragement 
“ to  the  taking  illegal  fees. 

“ Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
“ Committee,  that  the  interest,  which  a great 
“ number  of  officers,  and  clerks,  have  in  the 
“ proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  bus 
“ been  a principal  cause  of  extending  Bills, 
“ answers,  pleadings,  examinations,  and  other 
“ forms,  and  copies  of  them,  to  an  unnecessary 
“ length,  to  the  great  delay  ef  justice,  and  the 
“ oppression  of  the  subject. 

“ Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  ef  this 
“ Committee,  that  a table  of  all  the  officers, 
“ ministers,  nnd  clerks,  aud  of  their  fees,  in  die 
“ Court  of  Chancery,  should  be  fixed  and  esta- 
“ blished  by  authority  ; which  table  should  he 
“ registered  in  a bonk  in  the  said  court,  to  he 
11  at  all  times  iuspectedgralis,  and  a copy  of  it, 
“ signed  aud  attested  by  the  Judgesof  the  court, 
“ should  be  returned  to  each  House  of  Parlia- 
“ ment,  to  remain  among  the  record!.” 

Appendix. 

No.  I. 

A List  of  the  Officers  of  die  Court  of  Chan- 
cery in  the  Fortieth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  Masters  of  the  Chancery 

The  Clerk  of  Cbe  Crown 

The  Prothonotary 

The  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper 

The  Six  Clerks 

The  Clerks  of  the  Petty  Bag 

The  Examiners 

The  Curators 

The  Register 

The  Warden  of  the  Fleet 

The  Usher  . 

The  Scaler  and  Chaff-wax 

The  Clerk  of  the  Dispensations  nnd  Faculti . . . 

The  Clerk  of  the  Lenses 

The  Clerk  for -Commissions  of  Appeal 

The  Clerk  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower 

The  Clerk  for  Licences  aud  Pardons  of  Aliena- 

The  Clerk  for  writing  of  Custodies  and  Process 

out  of  the  Court  of  Wards. 

The  Clerk  for  writing  the  Process- in  the  Star- 

Cfewtattol  iMagc  cifeiriwi!  by  me  fJnivteity  ,if 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Commissions  of  Lunacy 

and  Ideotcy 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commissions  of  Bankrupt 

The  Secretary  of  the  Briefs 

The  Secretary  of  Decrees  and  Injunctions 

The  Sepretpry  of  Appeals 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Chambers 

The  Usher  of  the  Hall 

The  Porter 

Officert  belonging  to  the  Master  af  the  Rolls. 
The  Secretaries 
The  Secretary  of  Causes 
The  Secretary  of  Decrees  and  Injunctions 
The  Gentlemen  of  the  Chamber 

Resolution  of  the  House  thereon.']  The  said 
Resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  House; 
was  also  the  following : 

“ Resolved,  nem.  con.  That  nn  humble 
“ Address  be  presented  to  bis  Majesty,  tlmt 
“ he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di- 
“ rections,  that  a survey  be  taken  of  the  Of- 
“ fleers,  Clerks,  and  Ministers,  of  the  Courts  of 
“ Justice  in  this  kingdom,  and  that  nn  enquiry 
“ be  made  into  their  fees,  in  order  to  reform 
“ the  same,  ns  to  such,  as  have  been  imposed 
“ upon  the  subject  contrary  io  right,  and  ti 
“ establish  wlmt  are  reasonable,  and  legal,  it 
“ such  manner,  as  bis  Majesty  in  bisgreat  wis- 
“ dom  shall  think  At." 

Report  or  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  relating  to  the  Charitable 
Corporation.]  April  20.  Mr.  Sandys 
ported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Peti- 
tion • of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Charitable  Cor- 
poration, for  relief  of  industrious  poor,  by  as- 
sisting them  with  small  sums,  upon  pledges,  at 
legal  interest,  assembled  in  their  general  Court, 
is  referred ; that  the  Committee  had  agreed 
npon  a further  Report  of  llteir  proceedings, 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  make.  And 
he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  nfterwards 
delivered  it  in  at  the  clerk's  table.  The  said 
Report  is  as  follows: 

Further  REPORT,  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  the 
CHARITABLE  CORPORATION  for 
Relief  of  Industrious  Poor,  by  assisting 
them  with  small  Sums  upon  Pledges  at  le- 
gal Interest,  assembled  in  their  General 
Court,  was  referred. 

Your  Committee,  in  order  to  make  a full  dis- 
•oyery  of  the  several  embezzlements  and  vio- 
lations of  trust,  and  of  the  conduct  of  those  who 
have  bad  the  enre  and  management  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  said  Corporation,  ordered  the  secre- 
tary, cashier,  and  accnmptant,  to  lay  before 
them  the  charter  of  incorporation,  and  the 
several  licences  for  enlarging  their  capital,  and 


njtuee,  and  committee  of  account  books,  and 
all-  the,  cash  books,  ledger  books,  and  other 
books. of-sepoonts,  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
sptd  Corporation;  which  being  done,  the  Pe- 
titioners proceeded  to  makegood  the  allegation, 
of  tlietr  Petition.  . 

Your  Committee  now  think  proper,  in  order 
to  avoid  repetition,  to  acquaint  the  House,  that 
in  pursuance  of  their,  orders,  all  the  persons 
examined  before  the  said  Committee,  were 
examined  in  the  most  solemn  manner.  And 
Mr.  Jultn  Harrison,  acconiptant  to  the  peti- 
tioners, being  examined,  produced  un  accout  t 
by  which  it  appears  that  upun  the  capital  of 
600,000/.  S53.8 17/.  lOn  has  been  paid  in  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  shares  and  privileges  of 
the  said  Corporation,  and  that  notes  for 
101,1 15/.  and  bonds  for 44,400/.  are  now  stund- 
ing'iut,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  499, 3S2/.  IOi. 
to  answer  which,  there  nppears  to  he  Otiti/.  IOi. 
7d.  due  from  Mr.  William  Trench,  lateCashier. 
840/.  12*.  7 id.  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jeremiah 
Wainwnglit,  the  present  cashier.  The  inven- 
tories of  goods  pledged  in  the  several  ware- 
houses belonging  to  the  Corporation  amount- 
ing to  50,000/.  and  two  balances  of  cash  in  the 
liniitls  of  George  Robinson  and  John  Thomson, 
amounting  to  49,547 /.  19*.  7d{.  which  can  be 
valued  at  no  more  than  the  respective  securities 
of  5,000/.  each,  and  a mortgage  of  the  said 
Robinson's  estate  of  16,000/.  by  which  means 
all  (he  effects  that  remain  to  answer  the  above- 
said  sum  of  499,332/.  10s.  umnunts  to  no  more 
tliun  77,507 /.  3s.  2 d},  sn  tlmt  there  remains  a 
loss  of  42 1,825/.  6s.  9 dj. 

Your  Committee,  in  order  to  discover  how 
this  great  loss  bath  accrued,  proceeded  in  the 
first  place  to  read  the  several  powers  by  which 
they  had  from  time  to  time  acted  ; and  it  ap- 
peared hy  reading  of  their  charter,  and  their 
several  licences,  that  they  were  the  22nd  day  of 
December  1707,  incorporated  by  the  nnme  of 
' The  Charitable  Corporation,  for  relief  of  in* 

' dustrious  Poor,  hy  assisting  them  with  small 
‘ sums  upon  pledges  at  legal  interest,’  and  ini- 
powered  to  raise  a fund  not  exceeding  30,000 /. 
but  upon  power  given  to  increase  the  said  ca- 
pital by  licence  under  the  privy  signet,  and 
sign  manual. 

That  the  22nd  day  of  June  1722,  upon  the 
Petition  of  the  said  Corporatioa  alledging,  that 
hy  reason  of  the  present  state  of  trade,  and  the 
great  want  of  ready  money,  80,000/.  would  by 
no  means  be  sufficient  to  support  the  charge, 
and  to  answer  the  good  ends  and  purposes  of 

' said  Corporation,  and  that  their  fund  had 

?r  been  stock-jobbed  as  other  funds  then 
been,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  public 
credit,  which  it  was  their  ardent  desire  to  re- 
trieve and  support,  a licence  was  grunted  by 
his  late  Majesty  to  increase  their  capital  to 
100,000/. 

That  the  21st  day  of  Jane,  1728,  upon  ano- 
ther Petition  to  his  said  late  Majesty,  alltdg- 
ing  that  they  had  completed  their  fund  of 
lWHMy«jp»CTU^  and  bad 
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lent  the  same  upon  pledges  according  to  their 
charter,  to  (hie  great  relief  of  his  Mojesty'ssub* 
jcci? ; ami  that  they  found  by  experience,  that 
sueh  their  lending  would  be  of  great  benefic  to 
trade  and  manufactures  if  their  fund  was 
greater  j and  upon  an  affidavit  of  William 
Oaker,  esq.  then  one  of  the  Committee,  n 
Amber  licence  was  granted  to  increase  tlitir 
capital  to  SOO.OOO/. 

And  that  updn  the  Slst  day  of  July  1730, 
upon  ii  like  Petition  ami  Allegation,  supported 
by  an  utlidnrit  made  by  William  Burroughs, 
esq.  another  licence  was  granted  by  bis  nre- 
Smt  Majesty,  for  increasing  their  capital  to 
600,000/. 

Your  Committee  observe  a difference  be- 
tween tbe  applications  made  fur  the  first  li- 
cence, mill  the  two  last ; liie  first  being  mndo 
by  the  order  of  n general  court,  and  signed  by 
their  secretary,  mid  their  seal  set  thereto, 
whereas  the  two  lust  were  not  signed  by  any 
person,  and  were  applied  Sir  in  a clandestine 
manner,  without  the  privity  or  consent  of  a 
general  court,  or  so  much  as  a court  of  com- 
mittee. 

That  by  tbe  Chatter,  a Committee  of  seven 
persons  were  appointed  to  manage  tbe  affairs 
of  the  said  Cui  porntion,  who  were  to  be  swum, 
and  continue  during  such  time  as  the  members 
of  the  said  Corporation  assembled  in  a general 
court,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  order 
and  appoint;  and  three  of  them  were  to  be  a 

S ourum,  and  were  impowered  to  treat  of  all 
lings  for  the  management  and  benefit  of  the 
Said  Corporation. 

That  courts  of  committee  were  to  be  held 
such  days  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  gene- 
ral court ; that  cashiers,  book-keepers,  ware- 
house-keepers, and  other  inferior  officers,  were 
to  be  chosen  by  the  general  court,  and  were  to 
proceed  under  certain  rules,  as  to  their  lend- 


Tliat  the  said  Corporation,  or  tbe  major  part 
of  them,  assembled  in  such  their  general  court, 
shall  have  i lie  management  and  direction  oflhe 
affairs  nod  busiuess  of  the  said  Corporation, 
according  to  tbe  rules  and  directions  mentioned 
in  their  charter,  and  according  to  such  other 
rules,  orders,  by-laws,  and  ordinances,  ns  shall 
be  reasonably  agreed  by  the  members  of  the 
said  Corporation,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  so 
assembled. 


Tlmt  the  corporation  shall  not  deal  in  bank- 
ing, or  auy  ways  use  the  banking  trade  or  bu- 
siness. nor  shall  upon  their  common  senl,  nor 
by  their  cashier,  officers,  or  serVants,orany  other 
persoh  in  their  behalf,  give  or  issue  out  any 
bills  or  notes,  payable  upon  demand  for  loans 
of  monies,  with  or  without  interest,  except  such 
notes  ns  shall  be  given  by  the  cashier  of  the 
said  corporation  for  monies  to  be  lent  by  ihe 
Said  corporation  upon  goods  to  be  pawned  to 
them;  nor  shall  advance  or  lend  any  mouies 
hi  interim,  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever  ex- 
cept upon  their  own  joint  stock  nr  fund. 

Your  Committee  then  proceeded  to  enquire, 

how  thmism-CTal  ipowei'ii  g'.-auted:  hjnntbsitsatti 


charter  hail  been  observed  and  executed ; and 
upon  the  examination  of  Mr.  William  Higgs, 
the  first  person  named  in  the  charter,  who  wa* 
for  several  years  of  the  committee,  and  has 
since  been  their  secretory  ; and  upon  inspect- 
ing the  general  court  books,  court  of  committee 
book,  and  committee  of  account  boqk  it 
appears,  that  from  the  time  of  granting 
the  said  charter,  until  the  2Cth  of  June, 
1718,  little  was  dune  : but  on  the  said  26th  of 
June, divers  officers  and  agents  were  chosen  by 
the  said  general  court,  and  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  settle  and  regulate  the  salaries  of 
the  said  officers  ; that  on  the  20th  of  March, 
17 13,  the  committee  reported  to  a general  court 
then  held,  divers  methods  for  establishing  the 
said  corporation  ; which  were  agreed  unto. 

That  soon  after  the  Corporation,  finding 
their  fund  not  sufficient  to  answer  the  purposes 
of  llieir  charter,  solicited  and  obtained  the  first 
licence,  ns  aforementioned  ; but  little  wasdone 
upon  time  likewise,  until  the  26tli  of  October 
1725,  when  a new  Committee  was  chosen  of 
sir  Robert  Sutton,  sir  John  Meres,  Deunis 
Bond,  esq.  Archibald  Granr,  esq.  now  sir 
Archibald  ; Joseph  Gascoigne,  esq.  sir  Fisher 
Tench,  baronet,  and  William  Oaker,  esq.  at 
which  time  tbe  Corporation  began  to  enter  upon 
full  business. 

That  by  a General  Court  of  the  2d  of  No- 
vember, 1725,  the  powers  established  iu  the 
said  court  by  charter,  to  cliuse  officers,  and  to 
perform  all  other  matters  relating  to  the  Corpo- 
ration, were  devolved  on  the  committee. 

That  in  n Court  of  Committee  tbe  16th  of 
November,  1725,  a List  of  Officers  was  read ; 
aud  on  the  18tb  of  November,  1725,  Mr.  £1- 
phinstone  was  chosen  cashier. 

That  at  a Court  of  Committee  tbe  2d  of  De- 
cember, 1725,  bonds  for  the  several  officers 
were  approved,  and  the  form  of  an  oath  to  he 
administered  to  them  settled  ; which  was  as 
follows  : 

‘ You  shall.swear  you  will  duly  and  faithfully 

* perform  the  Office  of  of  the 

‘ Charitable  Corporation  for  to 

‘the  best  of  your  knowledge,  skill,  and  judg- 

* raent,  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the 
> said  Corporation,  and  not  reveal  the  secrets  of 
‘ the  Corporation, or  Committee  thereof,  so  long 
‘ as  you  shall  coutiuue  in  the  said  Office. 

‘ So  help  you  God.’ 

But  your  Committee  cannut  find,  that  the 
said  Oath  was  ever  administered  to  any  officer 
in  the  snid  Corporation. 

That  on  the  '27tli  of  January,  1725,  several 
other  officers  were  appointed,  and  their  sa- 
laries settled,  viz.  an  bccomptant  general,  and 
n clerk. 

That  on  the  3rd  and  4th  of  March,  1T2S, 
several  proceedings  were  had  concerning  their 
several  officers,  and  their  salaries ; Mr.  Tench 
was  chosen  cashier  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Elpbin- 
stone,  and  Mr.  Wainwright  accotnptnnt  ge- 
neral. 

oii-IJabgSrati  !*:iGqukSsBf’i<Bo(WtniMec  the  3d  «' 
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March,  1735,  the  instructions  for  the  officers 
were  laid  before  the  court ; and  Mr.  Bond  was 
ordered  to  peruse  the  same. 

That  on  the  ltth  of  March,  1735,  Mr.  Tench’s 
securities  having  not  seen  the  general  instruc- 
tions, it  was  desired  the  same  might  not  he  an- 
nexed to  the  bond  ; thereupon  the  particular 
instructions  for  the  fidelity  of  the  cashier  were 
ordered  to  be  annexed. 

That  on  the  34th  ofMarch,  1725,  at  a general 
court,  a proposal  was  made  for  chusing  assis- 
tants ; nut  the  power  in  the  charter  being 
doubted,  and  not  being  then  thought  necessary, 
the  same  was  rejected. 

But  on  the  7th  of  April,  1726,  eleven 
persons  were  chosen  to  be  assistants  to  the 
Committee. 

Upon  the  5th  of  May,  1726,  at  a general 
court,  the  powers  given  to  the  assistants,  as  re-  ' 
ported  from  a court  of  Committee,  were  agreed 
to. 

That  at  a Court  of  Committee  the  -1th  of 
January,  1786,  Mr.  Burroughs,  Mr.  Muody, 
Mr.  Robinson,  and  Mr.  Torriano,  were  desired 
to  inspect  the  account  of  the  house  in  Fen- 
cliurcB  street,  and  the  method  of  issuing  nnd 
paying  the  notes  given  by  the  cashier  for  money 
lent  upon  pledges,  and  report  their  opinion 
thereof  to  the  Committee. 

That  on  the  Glh  of  January,  1726,  at  a court 
of  Committee,  Present,  of  the  Committee,  Mr. 
Burroughs,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Bond,  sir  Robert 
Sutton  ; And  sir  Archibald  Graut ; Assistants, 
Mr.  Torriano,  Mr.  Moody,  Mr.  Robinson,  and 
Colonel  Gardiner,  Mr.  Waller,'  Mr.  Oaker, 
Mr.  Bond  in  the  chair  ; A Committee  of  Ac- 
counts was  established  without  the  knowledge 
or  approbation  of  the  general  court,  to  consist 
of  nine  persons,  viz.  Sir  Thomas  Mnckivorth, 
Mr.  Burroughs,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Moody,  Mr. 
Ouker,  Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Torri- 
ano,  and  Mr.  Waller. 

That  on  the  19th  of  January  following  all 
the  committee  or  assistants,  that  pleased  to 
come  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  were  to 
have  voices. 

The  28th  of  April,  1727,  Present,  of  the 
Committee,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Bur- 
roughs, sir  John  Meres,  and  sir  Robert  Sutton  ; 
Assistants,  Mr.  Oaker,  Mr.  Torriano,  Mr. 
Whichcott,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Squire, and  Mr. 
Beake,  sir  Robert  Siitum  in  the  chair ; The 
Committee  of  Accounts  were  to  prepare  all 
business  in  intervals  of  Courts  of  Committee, 
and  lay  the  same  before  the  next  Court  of  Com- 
mittee, for  their  approbation.  That  all  the 
Committee  and  Assistants  be  of  the  Committee 
of  Accounts  nnd  that  .that  three  of  the  said 
Committee  of  Accounts  may  do  business. 

Your  Committee  proceeded,  in  the  next 
place,  to  enquire  into  the  original  nnd  nature 
of  their  Fund,  and  find,  that  by  a Deed-Poll 
bearing  date  the  20th  of  November,  1705,  the 
subscribers  thereto  covenanted,  in  consideration 
of  being  incorporated  in  a chtuier  intended  to 
be  procured  at  the  sole  txpence  of  the  said 
W illiam  ' ^6^*5 largest 
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scribers  being  named  of  the  Committee  for  ma- 
naging the  said  Corporation,  and  each  of  the 
subscribers  having  as  many  votes  as  sums  of 
100/.  paid  into  the  fund,  or  an  interest  equal 
to  sums  of  100/.  that  they  would  each  pay  the 
money  subscribed  ; and  that  he  the  said  Higgs, 
his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  should 
have  one  sixth  part  of  the  net  profits  of  the 
said  fund,  and  all  other  future  sums  of  muney 
employed  by  the  said  Corporation. 

That  after  the  Charter  was  obtained,  there 
were  two  other  deeds  subscribed  to  the  same 
purpose. 

And  upon  examining  the  Stock  Ledgers,  and 
nil  other  the  books  and  papers  relating  to  the 
Accounts  of  tlie  Corporation,  and  taking  from 
thence  the  particular  of  each  account  half- 
yearly,  or  at  the  respective  times  of  the  several 
dividends,  ns  hereafter  mentioned,  the  State  of 
the  Fund  appears  to  be  as  follows,  viz. 

The  Capital  Stock  granted  with  the  £. 
said  Charier  of  Incorporation 
dated  the  22nd  of  Dec.  1707,  was  30,000 
This  was  divided  by  a Resolution  of 
the  General  Court  held  the  11th 
March,  1707,  into  300  Shares  of 
100/.  each,  among  the  several 
Subscribers  to  the  said  Deed 
Poll  of  the  20tli  of  Nov.  1705. 

And  on  the  26th  of  June,  17 18,  the 
Capital,  as  it  then  stood  in  the 
names  of  the  said  Subscribers,  or 
their  Assigns,  was  divided  into 
1,200  shares  of  25/.  each 
And  by  his  Majesty's  Liceoce  of 
the  25tb  of  June,  1722,  an  udili- 
tion  was  made  to  the  Capital  ol  70,000 

So  that  the  whole  was  tlien  - 100,000 
The  1st  of  April,  1725,  the  Court 
of  Committee  created  10,0001.  of 
their  Capital,  part  of  the  above 
70,000 /.  into  Stock,  ia  trust  for 
payment  of  the  Debts  owing  by 
the  Corporation,  to  the  amount 
of  5,000/.  But  as  there  are  no 
Account  Books  in  the  Office  for 
any  Monies  received  and  paid  on 
Account  of  the  Corporation,  for 
any  time  before  the  15ib  March, 

1725-6,  it  dees  not  appear,  how 
the  Debts  amount  to  the  said 
Sum;  and  therefore  it  is  here 
stated,  as  Money  paid  into  the 
Fund  on  Account  of  the  said  . 

Capital 5,000 

The  2d  Nov.  1725,  the  Capital  was, 
by  a Resolution  of  the  General 
Court  then  held,  divided  into 
5,000  Shares  of  20/.  each;  nnd  a 
Subscription  for  90,000/.  ('he  re- 
maining part  of  the  said  100,000/.) 
then  agreed  to,  was  soon  alter 
opened,  with  a payment  of  5/. 
per  Share,  the  whole  of  w I rich 
of  ■TnyteeHQitrrlade'  t»  latebefiimitlift  it 
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9th  Dec.  1735,  as  appears  by  the 
several  Boots)  am6t|iitcd  to  liio 

Sura  of 

The  35th  Oct.  1725,  the  said  Capi- 
tal, in  pursuance  of  a Resolution 
then  made  in  * General  Court, 
was  to  lie  divided  into  l6,(kib 
Shares  of  10?.  each,  ou  Payment 
of  the  further  Sum  of  5 /.  on  each 
of  the  Shares  before  paid  ip 
upon  ; on  which  there  also  ap- 
pears to  he  paid  ou  or  before  the 
3 1st  Dec.  1726,  (at  which  time 
the  Payment  ou  the  Calls,  as  by 
the  General  Ledger,  amounted 
to  38,8015/.  15s.)  the  further  Sum 
of  11,908/.  13s. 

And  ou  or  before  the  28th  March, 

1727  (being  part  of  28,699/.  18:. 
paid  as  per  General  Ledger  to 
the  30th  Sept.  1727)  the  further 
Sum  of  10,291/.  5s. 

Making  ns  by  the  Call  Book  - 92,400 
On  the  said  28th  iM.ircli,  1727,  the 
same  Capital  was  divided,  by  lie- 
solution  of  the  General  Court 
then  held,  into  20.000  Shares,  at 
5/.  each;  on  which  Shares  (as  it 
appears  by  the  abovementioned 
Payments  amounting  to  49,100/.) 
there  then  was  9820  Shares  paid 
for ; nnd  by  a further  Call  then 
agreed  to,  there  was  paid 
For  3681  Shares  more, 

further  part  of  the  saiil  20.000 
Shnres,  on  or  before  the  both 
September,  1727,  the  Sum  of 
18,408/.  13s. 

And  on  or  before  the  2 1st  March, 

1728,  there  was  likewise  paid 
for  2916  Shares  more, 

the  further  Sum  of 14,580/.  18». 

And  before  the  end  of  July  fol- 
lowing the  remaining  3,583 
jg,  Shnres,  as  brought  to 
the  Account  of  Fund  in  the 
General  Ledger,  at  Michael- 
mas 1728,  were  paid  for  to  the 
Amount  or  if, 9101.  9s. 

In  all  - - - - 50,900 

Which  completed  the  said 
Capital  of  - - -100,000 

On  the  31st  of  June,  1728,  the  Ca- 
pital was  increased  by  his  Majes- 
ty's Licence  then  dated,  for  add- 
ing to  (lie  Fund  (he  further  sum 


Which  made  the  then  Capilnl 

to  be  - - - 300,000 

This  new  Capital  was  also,  in  pur- 
suance of  a Resolution  of  the 
General  Court  held  the  11th  of 
March  following,  divided  into 
shares  of  5/.  each,  mnkihg  in  the 
whole  ^0,000  Shhres;,  and  , ... 


the  21st  of  the  same  March,  the 
some  was  directed  to  he  distri- 
buted among  die  Proprietors  of 
the  old  Capital,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  interest  in  the 

On  this  it  appears  there  was  paid, 

For  4018  Shares  on  or  before  the 
31st  «f  March  1729,  20,240/. 

For  9283  Shares  more,  on  or  be- 
fore the  30tb  of  September  1729, 
46,415/. 

For  3307  { Shares  more,  on  or  be- 
fore the  31st  of  March,  1730, 
16,537/.  10s. 

For  8784$  Shares  inoi-o,  on  or  be- 
fore the  30th  of  September,  1730, 
43,922/. 

For  6379  Siiares  more,  on  or  be- 
fore the  31st  of,  March,  173.1, 
SI, 895/. 

And  for  820  Shares  more,  on  or 
before  the  30th  of  Sept.  1731, 
4,100/. 

Making  32,621, ’a , Slmres,  or  io 
Stock  163,109/.  10s. 

So  that  the  whole  money  paid  in 
upon  the  original  Capital,  nnd 
the  Augmentation  by  these  Li- 
cences is  (for  52,62i,5  Shares) 
no  more  than  263,109/.  10s. 

On  the  31st  of  July,'  1730,  a fur- 
ther increase  was  allowed  of 


by  his  Majesty's  Licence  for  an 
additional  capital  of  - - 300,000 

Which  makes  the  whole  of  the 
Capital,  ns  it  now  stands,  to  be 
full  -----  600,000 


This  additional  Capital  was,  by  the 
General  Court  hi-lclNov.  6,1730, 
t likewise  divided  into  shares  of 
‘ 5/.  each,  making  60,000  Shares, 
and  on  the  141  h of  the  same 
month  was  in  (he  like  umnuer 
distributed  among-  the  Proprie- 
tors of  the  old  Capital,  which 
Distribution  was  also  directed 
to  he  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
spective interest  in  the  same. 

And  it  also  appears,  that  on  ac- 
count of  this  licence  there  was 

paid 

For  10,816  Shares,  on  or  before 
the  31st  of  March  1731, 54,080/. 

Ami  for  7325,!  Shares  m..re,  on  or 
before  the  30th  of  Sept.  1731, 

36,620/. 

Making  13,141$  Shares, or  in  Stock, 

90,708/. 

So  that  all  the  money  paid  in  upon 
the  whole  Capital  of  600,000/. 
is  no  more  than  - - -333,817  19 

And  there  remains  due 

Of  the  40,000  Shares  by  the  said 
.Licence  of,  Wm|  Slst  of  ,Jtne, 
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1720,  on  7378*  Shares  the  Sura 
of  36,890/.  10s. 

And  of  the  60,000  Shares  by  the 
said  Licence  of  the  Slst  of  July, 

1730,  on  41,8585  Shares  the  fur- 
ther Sura  of  209,292/. 

In  all  49,2361  Shares  at  5/.  each  - 248,13*  10 


To  complete  the  Capital  of  - .£600,000  0 

Your  Committee  having  enquired  how  the 
Towers  vested  in  the  General  Court  by  their 
Charter  were  transferred  to  the  Committee  for 
managingthcalTnirsofthesaidCorporatioii ; and 
how  a number  of  persons  were  hy  the  said  Gene- 
ral Court  appointed  assistants  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee; and  (row  the  said  Committee  nnd  Assist- 
ants, (without  the  consent  or  approbation  of  u 
General  Court,)  established  a committee  of  ac- 
counts ; ns  likewise  into  the  slate  of  their  fund; 
proceeded  in  the  next  place  to  enquire  into  the 
methods  laid  down  by  the  Charter  or  other- 
wise, for  pledging  goods,  and  lending  money  on 
goods  so  pledged. 

The  Charter  directs  the  several  pledges  to  be 
entered  in  a hook  to  be  viewed  gratis,  and  kept 
nod  preserved  by  the  warehouse-keeper  for  that 
purpose;  that  the  Corporation  should  keep 
one  or  more  register  or  eutcring-book,  wherein 
should  be  fairly  written  the  nnmes,  natures, 
kinds,  and  quantities  of  such  goods,  pawns,  or 
pledges,  as  shall  be  brought  by  any  boi  rower 
to  he  pawned  ; and  that  such  goods  should  he 
carefully  preserved  and  kept  by  the  warehouse 
keeper,  or  warehouse  keepers,  in  convenient 
warehonses  or  places  within  the  bills  of  morta- 
lity : and  that  a reasonable  value  of  such  goods 
•hall  be  agreed  and  settled  by  and  between  the 
borrower  and  warehouse  keeper:  whereby  it 
may  appear  that  such  goods  are  a sufficient 
security  for  the  sum  lent  upon  the  pledge, 
together  with  the  interest  that  should  grow  due. 

That  such  warehouse  keeper  should  from 

rower,  expressing  and  describing  the  "afore- 
mentioned to  be  the  agreed  value  of  the  goods  so 
pledged,  and  also  mentioning  the  sum  of  money 
which  should  be  then  lent  upon  such  goods,  and 
that  all  notes  so  given  to  such  borrower,  as 
aforesaid,  should  be  entered  in  soiue  book  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  bouk  keeper  of  the 
said  Corporation. 

That  after  such  note  should  be  so  made,  the 
borrower  shall  bring  such  note  to  the  cashier 
of  the  said  Corporation,  who  shall  file  the  same, 
and  pay  the  money,  and  also  give  another  note 
for  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Corporation  to  the 
borrower,  entitling  him,  or  the  hearer  of  such 
notes,  to  the  redemption  of  the  goods  so  pledg- 
ed, upon  repayment  of  the  principal  money 
and  interest. 

That  when  any  borrower  shall  offer  to  pay 
the  money  lent  to  him,  and  interest,  as  afore- 
said, he  shall  deliver  up  his  note  given  to  him 
by  the  cashier,  and  take  back  the  note  that 
shall  have  been  first  given  by,  (he  warehouse 
keeper;  and1’^1  lffidhtUitov‘K>" 
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the  warehouse  keeper,  with  a receipt  thereupon 
endorsed,  for  what  goods  shall  be  then  re-de- 
livered, the  borrower  shall  have  his  good* 
again. 

That  :-s  often  as  goods,  hy  failure  of  redemp- 
tion slmil  become  forfeited,  they  should  be  sold 
hy  way  of  auction,  nnd  public  notice  first  given 
thereof;  and  if  upon  such  auction  there  remain 
a surplus  of  money  more  than  will  pay  the 
principal  nnd  interest,  and  reasonable  charges, 
it  shall  immediately  he  paid  to  the  prime 
owner,  or  the  benier  of  the  note  given  by  the 

Tliut  the  said  Corporaiion  shall  have  power 
to  have  as  many  ware  houses  within  the  bills  of 
mortality,  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

Ynur  Committee  observe,  that  these  several 
Rules  prescribed  by  their  charter  for  pledging 
of  goods, (however  well  adapted  for  the  purpose) 
have  heen  cither  explained  away  by  courts  of 
committees,  without  the  approbation  of  general 
courts,  or  else  totally  neglected,  which  has  heen 
one  nf  the  grent  causes  of  the  mischiefs  which 
have  ensued. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1725,  at  a Court 
of  Committee,  Present,  Mr.  Oakcr,  sir  John 
Meres,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Grant,  sir  Robert  Sut- 
ton, sir  Fisher  Tench,  Mr.  Gascoigne,  sir  Ro- 
bert Suitou  iu  the  clmir;  John  Thomson  was 
chosen  chief  warehouse  keeper. 

At  a Court  of  Committee  the  9th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1725,  the  Securities  of  ftlr.  Thomson 
were  referred  to  Mr.  Grunt  to  be  examined 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1725,  an  assistant 
warehouse  keeper,  and  a sufficient  clerk  in  the 
warehouse  keepei’s  office,  and  also  a surveyor 
of  the  warehouse,  were  uppointed;  aud  tha 
said  surveyor  was  to  have  20s.  per  week,  and  to 
he  continued  weekly,  and  tnke  an  oath  impar- 
tially to  survey  the  goods. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1725,  Mr.  Clarke  was 
chosen  surveyor  of  the  warehouse;  and  the  se- 
cond article  of  the  cashier's  instructiuns,  direct- 
him  to  see  the  goods  put  into  the  warehouse, 
was  ordered  to  be  expunged,  and  to  he  insert- 
ed in  the  instructions  for  the  nccotnptant. 

On  the  6th  of  Februury,  1725,  Mr.  Tbom- 
son’ssecurities  were  approved  upon  Mr.Grant's 
recommendation. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1725,  an  addition 
was  made  to  the  warehouse  keeper's  instruc- 

Ou  the  11th  of  March,  1725,  the  Secretary 
reported  that  Mr.  Grant  liad  perused  the  ware- 
house-keeper’s instructions,  and  approved  of 
them. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1726.  at  aConrt  urCom- 
mittee,  Mr.  Gryll,  the  cashier  at  Spring  Gnr- 
den,  was  ordered  to  have  a lock  on  the  door  of 
the  warehouse,  distinct  from  that  kept  by  the 
warehouse  keeper,  and  to  be  prestnt,  when  any 
thiug  is  put  into  and  token  out  of  the  ware- 
house. 

Your  Committee  ubserve,  that  this  Order 
still  subsists;  and  no  pledges  have  ever  been 
■ this  |wefi'bdii««rs'!UW‘'  ifiesnid  order 
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was  made ; and  had  the  same  order  still  subsist- 
ed st  the  other  house,  it  must  have  hud  the 
same  effect. 

That  on  May  the  13th  following,  Present,  of 
the  Committee,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  sir  Fisher 
Tench,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Oaker;  Assistants,  Mr. 
Robinson,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Ualey,  Mr.  Ilar- 
top,  Mr.  Lilly,  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Walts,  and  air 
Archibald  Grant  in  the  chair;  Mr.  Wainwright 
the  accomptaut  in  Fenchurch  Street,  was  or- 
dered to  leave  his  hey  of  the  warehouse  with 
Lovell  the  messenger  of  the  said  house,  who 
was  to  keep  the  same  for  the  same  purposes, 
and  under  the  same  limitations,  as  it  was  left 
with  the  accomptant : that  this  was  done  at  the 
request  of  Thomson  the  warehouse  keeper. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Wainwright  being  examined, 
said,  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  order,  lie 
gave  the  said  key  of  the  warehouse  in  Fen-* 
church  Street  to  Lovell  the  messenger,  and  be- 
lieves, lie  acquainted  sir  Archibald  Grant,  (hat 
he  was  not  able  to  keep  the  key,  and  perform 
the  duty  his  office  as  accomptunt  required  of 
him  ; but  whilst  he  hnd  the  key,  he  always 
went  into  the  warehouse  with  Thomson.  That 
jooii  after  he  delivered  the  key  to  Lovell,  the 
Corporation  removed  from  Fcnchurch  Street  to 
the  house  on  Lawrence  Pulteney  Hill ; and  that 
he  has  lain  there  ever  since,  which  is  about 
three  years;  and  believes,  Lovell  never  had  a 
key  of  those  warehouses,  nor  any  one  else,  but 
only  Thomson. 

Nathaniel  Lovell  the  messenger,  being  exa- 
mined, said,  That  be  never  had  a key  of  a 
warehouse  delivered  to  him,  but  has  heard  Mr. 
Wainwright  say  before  some  of  the  Committee, 
since  Thomson’s  going  away,  that  an  order 
was  made  for  the  key  to  be  left  with  him. 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  by  ibis  order 
this  cheque  was  taken  outof  the  bauds  of  a prin- 
cipal officer  in  the  corporation,  and  who  had 
given  large  security  for  his  good  behaviour,  and 
ordered  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  a mean 
officer,  who  had  given  no  security. 

On  the  13th  ol  May,  1726,  Mr.  Clarke,  the 
surveyor  of  the  warehouse,  was  ordered  to  give 
fin  Recount  of  his  particular  observations  npon 
each  parcel  weekly  to  die  Committee. 

On  the  20th  of  May  following,  Mr.  Clarke, 
the  surveyor  of  the  warehouse,  was  desired  to 
bring  bis  observations  in  writing  upon  the  in- 
sufficiency of  the  value  of  some  of  the  pledges, 
upon  which  money  had  been  lent  at  the  house 
in  Fenchurch  Street,  in  the  same  method  he 
has  made  them  on  the  pledges  taken  in  at 
Spring  Garden;  and  that  die  gentlemen  who 
attend  in  Fenchurch  Street  to-inorrow,  do  talk 
with  Thomson  about  the  pledges  he  has  taken 

And  your  Committee  observe,  that  sir 
Archibald  Grant  pud  Mr.  Squire,  were  die  two 
persons  appointed  co  attend  that  day ; but  it 
does  not  appear  to  your  Committee,  that  those 
gentlemen  ever  made  any  report  concerning  the 
said  pledged ; but  the  order  for  examination 
into  the  sufficiency  of  pledges  was  not  only  neg- 
lactad,  Wi.M?x;CWke<,  «•«. .-wr4ijw,i  w.fc» 1 Mb- 
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given  information  of  the  insufficiency  of  pledges 
was  soon  after  discharged  at  the  request  „f 
Thomson,  and  no  surveyor  of  the  warehouse, 
was  ever  after  appointed. 

The  87th  of  September,  1726,  Present,  of 
the  Committee,  Sir.  Oaker,  sir  Archibald  J 
Gram,  sir  John  Mercs,  sir  Fisher  Tench-  I 
Assistants,  Mr.  Haley,  Sir.  Lilly,  Mr.  Squire',  I 
sir  John  Meres  in  the  chair;  The  Court  iff  I 
Cununitteee  taking  into  consideration  the  9ur-  I 
veyingof  the  warehouse,  resolved  that  there  1 
was  no  further  occasion  for  die  service  of  Mr.  ' 
Clarke,  surveyor  of  the  warehouse;  which  Or-  I 
der  was  confirmed  by  the  court  of  Committee  1 
the  7th  of  October  following.  Present,  of  the  j 
Committee,  Mr.  Oaker,  Mr.  Bond,  sir  John  ! 
Meres,  *ir  Archibald  Grunt,  sir  Fisher  Tench;  I 
Assistants,  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Lilly,  Mr.  Jack-  I 
son,  and  Mr.  Ifayley,  Mr  Bond  in  the  chair;  J 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  from  this  I 
time  all  the  cheques  upon  the  warehouse-  1 
keeper  appear  to  be  takeu  off,  and  Thomson  I 
was  left  at  full  liberty  to  do  what  he  thought  fit.  l 

That  on  the  8th  of  November,  1726,  Prc-  J 
sent,  of  the  Committee,  sir  Fisher  Tench,  sir  I 
John  Meres;  Mr.  Bond,  Assistants,  Mr.  Jack-  I 
son,  Mr. Squire,  Mr.  Lilly,  sir  John  Meres  in 
the  chair;  die  Court  of  Committee  taking  into  J 
consideration  die  Regulation  made  the  2nd  of  1 
March,  1725,  ‘ That  no  sum  above  1,000/.  he  j 
‘ lent  upon  any  one  pledge  at  the  house  in  Fen-  I 
‘ church  street ;’  it  was  resolved,  “That  any  I 
uoe  of  the  Committee  or  assistants,  attending  m f 
the  said  house,  lie  iuipowcred  to  authorize  by 
any  writing  tinder  his  hand,  the  respective 
officers  of  the  said  house  to  lend  more  than  I 
1,000/.  upon  one  pledge  at  nny  lime,  when  the  ’ 
necessity  of  the  borrower  does  require  it,  or  he  I 
shall  see  other  sufficient .cause  to  do  it." 

At  a Court  of  Committee  die  18th  of  No- 
vember, 1726,  Present,  of  the  Committee  Mr. 
Bond,  sir  Robert  Sutton,  sir  Fisher  Tench;  sir 
Archibald  Grant,  sit  John  Meres  ; Assistants, 
Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  lltt  nop,  Mr.'  I 
Lilly;  sir  Robert  Sutton  in  the  Chair;  It  was  | 
ordered  that  all  Borrowers  might  negotiate 
their  business  with  this  Corporation,  either  hy 
themselves,  or  such  brokers,  us  they  think  pro- 
per; and  that  copies  of  this  Order  be  put  up 
in  the  office. 

The  coosequeoce  of  which  Order,  your  Cum-  - 
mittee  observe,  was,  that  very  great  sunn  I 
amounting  to  320,401/.  19s.  2d.  were  lent  to 
brokers,  a particular  account  whereof  is  here-  | 
unto  annexed,  and  was  one  of  the  great  sources, 
from  which  these  great  Jmsses  have  arisen. 

The  28lh  of  July,  1727,  Present,  of  the 
Committee,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Burroughs,  Mr. 
Manu;  Assistants,  Mr.  Beake  Mr.  Toraauq,  , 
Mr.Squite,  Air.  Oaker;  Mr.  3oudintbeChmr;  - 
It  was  ordered.  That  Mr.  Thomson  may  lend 
as  far  as  2,000/.  upon  any  one  pledge,  apd  atiy 
further  sum,  with  the  approbation  of  dp:  Cotar 
mittee. 

That  on  the  28th  of  June,  1726,  the  Ac- 
complain  was  ordered  to  prepare,  and  lay  be- 
sffiTOilte-Cbmwitteiei^ery,,,piepk,  an  atxm* 
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of  the  pledges  that  were  forfeited  to  this  Cor- 
poration. 

On  the  8th  of  July  following,  Thomson,  the 
warehouse  keeper,  was  ordered  to  prepare 
weekly  Catalogues  of.  the  goods,  which  from 
time  to  time  became  forfeited  for  want  of  re- 
demption. 

At  a Court  of  Committee  theSd  of  March, 

1726,  it  was  ordered,  Tlmi  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  do  inquire  into  all  Pledges  made  to 
this  Corporation  j and  that  they  make  a Re- 
port relating  to  redemptions,  nr  goods  remain- 
ing in  the  warehouses,  with  all  incidents  atteud- 

At  a Court  of  Committee  the  11th  of  April, 

1727,  it  was  ordered,  That  an  account  of  all 
the  pledges  made  to  the  Corporation,  be  en- 
tered into  a hook  to  he  always  laid  upon  the 
table,  wheu  the  Committee  of  accounts,  ur  the 
gentlemen  that  attend  at  the  house  in  Loudon, 
fur  each  day  respectively  do  meet  there:  That 
the  dates  of  the  times  when  each  pledge  is 
taken  in,  and  place  where  the  same  is  depo- 
sited; and  also  that  the  several  redemptions, 
and  renewals,  from  time  to  time,  be  particu- 
larly set  forth  in  the  said  account. 

This  Order,  however  necessary  for.  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Corporation,  your  Committee 
observe,  was  never  complied  with,  though  the 
Committee  of  accounts  were  frequently  re- 
minded of  it  by  Air.  Higgs  their  Secretary, 
whose  duty  it  was  so  to  do  ; hut  instead  there- 
of, they  took  upon  them,  w ithout  the  privity  of 
n court  of  Committee  on  the  26th  of  Septem- 
ber following  to  order,  that  it  sbuuld  appear 
upon  each  certificate,  where  the  pledge  was 
lodged. 

But  this  Order  likewise  was  never  complied 
with,  but  in  one  or  two  instances,  and  has 
long  since  been  discontinued. 

Your  Committee  perceiving  by  the  General 
Account  laid  before  them,  that  a very  large 
sum  amounting  396,060 /.  1 is.  8 d. ' , was  charged 
tu  have  been  lent  on  Pledges,  proceeded  to 
enquire  into  the  reality  thereof;  and  Air. 
James  Milne,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Leafe,  being 
severally  examined,  said,  that  they  were,  upon 
Thomson's  withdrawing  himself,  appointed  with 
others  to  take  an  inventory  of  the  goods  at  the 
Charitable  Corporation  house  on  Lawrence 
Pountney  hill,  and  the  out  warehouses  be- 
longing thereto;  and  that  they  made  a com- 
putation of  such  goods  as  had  pledge  numbers 
and  were  redeemable,  which  amounted  to 
about  25,000 1.  principal  money;  and  such 
goods,  for  which  no  pledge  numbers  could  be 
found,  were  appraised,  and  amounted  to  about 
15,000/.  And  Thomas  Leafe  farther  said. 
That,  ra  the  best  of  h's  knowledge,  goods  had 
not  laid  longer  than  two  years  without  being 
renewed,  and  paying  the  interest  and  charges. 

Thomas  Warren  said, That  Richard  Woolley, 
and  lie,  bod  been  employed  by  the  Corporation, 
as  assistants  to  the  warehouse  keeper,  to  lott 
out  goods  for  public  sales  ; That  when  he  first 
attended,  goods  were  chiefly  pledged  in  the 
•xarainant's  iwde.WooliesTitnamB^ritwtliifahi  y 
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quently  unknown  to  them  : That  they  were 
permitted  by  a Committee  of  accounts  to  dis- 
perse handbills,  importing,  that  persons  ap- 
plying to  Messieurs  Woolley  and  Warren, 
might  have  tjiejr  goods  pledged  with  the  ut- 
most dispatch  and  secrecy;  and  pursuant 
thereto  their  names  were  made  use  of  as  tho 
nominal  pledgers  ; that  when  the  examinant 
pledged  any  goods  for  any  person,  he  received 
5s.  per  cent,  commission  for  so  doing,  anil  de- 
livered the  defeazance  on  such  bill  of  sale  to 
the  person  the  goods  belonged  to ; but  that 
numbers  of  pledges  have  been  made  in  his 
name,  which  he  knew  notliing  of,  or  ever  saw 
the  goods;  that  he  has  been  frequently  sent 
for  by  Mr,  Tench  to  sign  bills  of  sale,  weeks 
after  the  money  had  been  received  by  Thom- 
son ; and  at  the  same  time  asked  Tench  if 

Soads  were  deposited  for  them ; Tencli  replied, 
e could  not  tell,  Mr.  Thomson  brought  them 
to  him:  Upon  which  the  examinant  asked 
Thomson,  if  there  were  goods  to  answer  such 
bills  of  sale : Thomson  replied,  they  were  in 
warehouses  abroad,  that  they  had  great  num- 
bers of  them,  und  shewed  him  n great 
number  of  keys  labelled,  which  Thomson 
said  belonged  to  outwnrehouses.  The  ex- 
aminant farther  said.  That  one  Mr.  Jones 
had  an  office  likewise  there,  nnd  tlmt  his 
(Jones’s)  servant,  signed  such  Bills  of  snle. 
■That  the  examiuant  lias  not  sigued  bills  of  sals 
for  two  or  three  years  past,  or  ever  gave  Fran- 
cis Thomson  leave  to  sign  any  Bill  of  snle  for 
him  ; That  he  did  once  pledge  woollen  goods 
on  his  own  account  for  500 1.  which  were  de- 
posited in  the  office  : hut  never  knew  of  any 
fictitious  pledges  in  his  name:  And  said,  he 
pledged  for  Mr.  George  Robinson  sundry  goods 
in  the  names  of  the  examinant  and  Woolley, 
of  a large  value ; but  they  were  a sufficient 
security  for  the  money  borrowed  on  them ; 
That  the  Corporation  had  lent  more  tlinn  two 
thirds  of  the  value  on  goods  ; and  particularly 
on  plate,  at  5s.  per  ounce. 

Mr.  Richard  Woolley  being  examined,  said, 
Tlmt  about  September  or  October,  1727,  he, 
and  Thomas  Warren,  were  appointed  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Charitable  Corporation,  to 
be  assistants  to  Thomson,  their  warehouse 
keeper,  at  public  or  private  sales : That  he 
acted  as  a broker  for  persons  that  wanted  to 
borrow  money  of  the  Corporation,  and  gene- 
rally took  5s.  per  cent,  fur  so  doing  : and  has 
not  Attended,  or  acted  as  a broker  at  the  said 
office  for  three  or  four  yenrs  past:  That  he  has 
frequently  had  commission  from  the  said  bor- 
rowers, to  sell  goud3  out  of  the  office  at  private 
sales:  Tliqt,  when  the  goods  have  been 
pledged  in  his  name,  and  *ith  his  privity,  lie 
always  gave  the  defeazances  to  the  borrowers : 
That  he  seldom  received  any  ready  money  on 
pledges  ; but  sometimes  his  servant,  and  ge- 
nerally the  person  he  pledged  for,  received  the 
same,  and  his  name  has  beat  freqoemly  made 
use  of  to  screen  the  real  borrowers  : That  Bills 
of  sale  have  been  made  nut  in  his  name,  when 
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Bills  of  Sales  frequently  at  Thomson's  request; 
ami  has  been  called  on  by  the  cashier  to  sign 
Certificates  n fortnight  or  three  weeks  alter  the 
cashier  had  paid  the  money  to  Thomson,  as 
the  cashier  informed  him  : Thnt  he  never  took 
away  any  defeazances,  unless  the  goods  were 
pledged  by  him ; and  remembers  but  few 
pledges  that  exceeded  4 or  500/.  That  he  has 
pledged  goods  of  his  own,  and  his  servant  re- 
ceived the  money  : That  he  never  scrupled 
signing  any  Bill  of  Sale  or  defeazance,  when 
Thomson  required  him  ; but  never  had  any 
consideration  for  so  doing : That  he  believed 
sir  Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Squire,  and  most  of 
the  directors,  knew  that  he  signed  his  name 
Without  seeing  the  goods,  particularly  Mr. 
Squire  : That  he  never  signed  a blank  bill  of 
sale  : That  when  he  has  signed  bills  of  sale, 
he  did  not  know  they  were  fictitious,  Thomson 
saying,  That  he  had  goods  sufficient  to  answer 
the  money  lent : Aud  being  shewn  a bill  of 
sale,  signed  with  his  name,  he  said,  he  did  not 
know  the  hand  : And  he  further  said,  that 

lie  never  gave  Francis  Thomson,  his  servant, 
leave  to  sign  bills  of  sale  in  his  name,  or  ever 
knew  that  he  did  : That  he,  the  examinant, 
Believes,  thnt  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Burroughs,  and 
sir  Archibald  Grant,  must  know,  that  bills  of 
sale  were  signed,  for  which  there  were  no 
pledges;  nnd  that  he  has  often  asked  Mr.  Squire, 
(who  lodged  with  him)  whether  there  were  retd 

Sledges  to  answer  the  money  lent/  who  said, 
Ir.  Thomson  was  a very  honest  man,  and  in 
good  circumstances ; and  that  there  were  suffi- 
cient pledges  in  many  out  warehouses:  That  lie 
lias 'known  goods  of  David  Avery’s  pledged  in 
his  and  Warren's  names,  which  were  not  at  the 
office  at  the  time  of  pledging,  but  has  after- 
wards seen  Inrge  quantities  of  hollnnds  and 
cambrick  brought  to  the  office,  which  he  be- 
lieved were  Avery's,  or  the  person's  he  was 
concerned  for. 

Your  Committee  think  proper  to  observe, 
notwithstanding  the  declaration  of  the  said 
Woolley  and  Warren,  large  sums  of  money  ap- 
pear ro  be  lent  in  their  names,  for  which  there 
are  no  pledges. 

Francis  Thomson,  servant  to  Richard  Woolley, 
being  examined,  said,  That  in  the  month  of 
May  1739,  He,  by  the  order  of  John  Thomson, 
signed  twelve  or  fourteen  blank  bills  of  sale, 
defeazonces,  nud  receipts,  for  messieurs  Wool- 
ley  and  Warren,  the  said  Woolley  being  then 
partner  with  Thomson ; and  the  pretence  was, 
thnt  if  the  examinant  was  obt  of  the  way,  and 
the  person  should  come  to  renew  a bill  of  sale, 
it  could  not  be  done.  He  further  said,  that  he 
had  signed  fifty  more  for  any  name's  Thomson 
pleased  to  order  him,  and  remembers  two  of 
them  were  in'  the  names  of  Thomas  Warren 
and  George  Cruikshanks,  who  lives  at  Peteis- 
Burgh  : That  Woolley  lias  been  in  the  room, 
aud  also  captain  Burroughs,  and  Mr.  Squire, 
when  be  has  signed  such  hills  of  solo  : That 
John  Thomson  used  lo  sign  the  certificates  to 
the  cashier  for  the  payment  of  money  to  himself 
before  ththbiiteiOfi.mleiiH'eiBo.itigntd  £.m&d drtjat:' 
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Mr.  Tench,  then  cashier,  has  Sent  for  the  ex- 
nminunt  to  sign  the  bills  of  sale  three  or  fout 
days  after  Thomson  had  received  the  money  on 
such  bills  of  sale;  That  being  asked,  if  real 
gooods  bad  been  pledged  for  the  bills  of  sale  he 
had  so  signed,  he  answered,  he  could  not  sav 
there  were  real  goods  pledged  ; nnd  several 
receipts -signed  being  shewed  the  examinant 
and  asked,  if  he  knew  the  hand,  he  said,  it 
was  David  Avery’s. 

David  Avery  being  examined,  said,  That  he 
has  pledged  goods  in  the  names  of  Wollcy  and 
Warren,  and  other  brokers,  for  large  sums  of 
money,  to  the  Corporation : That  lie  has  signed 
defeazances  for  the  renewal  of  goods,  at  Thom- 
son’s reqaest,  but  never  saw  the  goods : That 
he  has  borrowed  to  the  amount  of  16  or 
20,0001.  upon  real  pledges,  and  had  defeazan- 
ces for  such  goods  : That  from  the  28th  of  July, 
1727,  to  the  17th  of  July,  1729,  he  pledged 
sundry  goods  in  his  own  name,  which  were 
deposited  in  the  company’s  warehouse ; and  he 
never  made  up  any  account  upon  redemptions 
but  with  Thomson  : That  he  never  paid  any 
money  to  the  cashier  or  settled  an  account 
with  him  ; but  has  received  money  from  him  ; 
Thnt  he  lias  given  leave,  at  John  Thomson's 
request,  to  Francis  Thomson,  to  sign  bills  of 
sale,  certificates,  nnd  defeazances,  in  his  name  ; 
.and  the  said  defeazances  have  been  delivered 
to  John  Thomson  ; and  he  lias  impowered  the 
said  Thomson  to  sell  his  goods,  or  any  part  of 
them,  by  public  or  private  sales,  and  iias  left 
bills  of  parcels  with  him  for  that  purpose : 
Ami  that  tbc  said  Thomson  would  never  de- 
liver his  goods  without  having  money  or  bills 
on  such  persons  ns  he  liked,  or  an  exchange 
forjjther  goods  of  the  same,  value  : That  the 
said  Thomson  generally  made  up  the  exnmi- 
nant's  account  of  interest  and  charges  on  re- 
demptions, and  received  the  money ; hut  some- 
times, when  busy,  would  send  his  servant  to 
the  nccninptant,  to  make  it  up  ; hut  Thomson 
received  the  money,  nnd  delivered  the  goods. 

An  Account  being  shewn  him  of  goods 
pledged  iu  his  name,  amounting  to  16,084/. 
3s.  8 d.  he  said,  That  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge, there  were  real  pledges  for  that  sum  ; 
but  added,  that  lie  hnd  signed  bills  of  sale  at 
Thomson’s  request,  when  lie  did  not  know  that 
there  were  real  goods  lor  such  pledges.  And 
that  he  has  borrowed  money  upon  pledges  in 
his  own  name,  when  the  pledge  has  been  other 
people's,  and  has  given  them  the  money,  nnd 
defeazance  : That  he  lias  several  times  renewed 
pledges,  and  lias  paid  the  interest  nnd  charges 
due  thereon  : And  said,  that  if  the  goods  nre 
not  to  he  found  in  the  warehouse  that  ha 
pledged,  they  most  have  been  sold  or  other- 
wise been  disposed  of,  he  often  having  left  de- 
feazance in  Thomson’s  hands  to  hnpower  him 
to  sell  the  goods. 

A Bill  of  sale  being  shewed  him,  lie  ownetf 
be  had  signed  i:,  but  did  not  see  the  goods 
specified  in  the  said  bill,  nnd  is  not  sure  hut 
they  may  be  the  same  goods,  which  were  about 
abate nyesro!  tqjorv|itodgedittontiieirSword  Blau* 
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company  at  11  per  cent,  charges  included,  the 
defeazance  for  which  he  gave  to  Thomson,  and 
desired  him,  if  he  found  them  a security  fur 
more  money,  to  redeem  the  same,  and  let  him 
have  the  surplus  ; and  sometime  after  Thom- 
son told  the  examinant,  lie  had  redeemed  them, 
and  the  goods  were  sold,  but  the  surplus  is  not 
.accounted  for. 

David  Fuikncy,  servant  tp  John  Thomson, 
being  examined,  said,  Tbnl  he  was  employed 
by  the  said  Thomson  to  fill  up  bills  of  sale, 
certificates,  and  defeazances ; and  when  he  was 
out  of  the  way,  the  same  were  filled  up  by 
Thomson  and  Leafe ; and  has  seen  but  few 
bills  of  parcels  for  large  sums:  That  he  has 
known  goods  brought  in,  on  which  1,000/.  or 
1,200/,  has  been  lent,  particularly  cloth  : That 
Thomson  has  given  him  notes  of  the  sum,  per- 
son's names,  and  quality  of  the  goods,  from 
which  he  filled  up  bills  of  sale,  certificates,  and 
defeazances,  and  from  thence  entered  them  into 
the  pledge  book;  and  Leafe  used  to  do  the 
same.  The  examinant  further  said,  That,  when 
he  bad  made  out  such  bills  of  sale,  by  order  of 
Thomson,  the  said  Thomson  has  sent  for  Fran- 
cis Thomson,  seryunt  to  Woolley,  to  sign  the 
same  in  the  names  of  Woolley  aud  Warren ; and 
that  they  bolb  knew  of  it,  and  used  to  sigusuch 
bills  of  sale,  till  within  these  12  months.  He 
likewise  said,  That  about  two  years  ago,  a large 
sum  of  money  was  lent  on  indigo,  and  asking 
Thomson,  why  it  was  not  brought  to  the  Corpora- 
tion house,  he  said,  the  proprietors  rather  chose 
to  have  it  in  their  own  warehouse!  That  at 
another  time  some  cochineal  was  pledged,  aud 
the  examiuant  said,  it  would  be  much  safer  in 
their  own  warehouses,  than  it  would  he  abroad ; 
upon  which  Thomson  told  him,  Me  had  no- 
thing to  do  to  trouble  himself  with  affairs 
abroad ; which  discouraged  him  from  saying 
any  more,  be  not  being  willing  to  be  turned  out 
of  his  bread.  Being  asked,  if  pledges  Imd  not 
been  sufficient;  be  said,  Thatafter  the  last  sale, 
when  people  brought  in  their  defeazances,  in 
order  to  receive  their  surplusses,  he  made  out 
an  account  of  their  pledges;  and  some  of  them 
proved  deficient:  That  Thomson  had  asked 
the  examinant  to  sign  bills  of  sale  ; but  he  re- 

Thomas  Leafe  being  examined,  stud,  That 
David  Avery  was  with  Thomson  three  or  four 
times  a week,  and  used  to  pledge  great  quanti- 
ties of  goods  to  the  Corporation,  which  were 
deposited  iu  Warehouses,  of  which  Thomson 
had  the  keys ; and  beiieves,  Avery  generally 
lodged  goods  for  the  money  he  borrowed  : That 
Woolley  and  Warren  were  great  borrowers; 
but  does  not  know  whether  goods  were  pledged 
lor  the  money  so  borrowed;  thnt  when  pledges 
were  taken  in,  Thomson  was  always  present; 
and,  when  the  borrowers  have  come  to  redeem 
them,  they  were  brought  down  by  Faikney; 
(but  be  bas  filled  up  bills  of  sale  by  order  of 
Thomson  in  the  names  of  Woolley  and  War- 
ren, but  never  signed  such  bills,  without  their 
being  first  filled  up;  that  the  bills  of  sale  were 
filed  in  Tboiffsi4SSiiidffl^,<%lhf4l)fe.v£l(a'iSllekKS11 


and  defeazances  sent  to  the  cashier,  and  not  IQ 
the  accomptant;  and  that  whilst  the  affair  of 
the  Corporation  was  depending  in  the  House  of 
Commons  lust  session,  it  was  intended  to  change 
the  old  method  of  their  bills  of  sale,  ceilificales, 
and  defeasances,  because  they  would  not  tally 
with  the  alteration  of  the  interest  made  by  the 
said  House,  which  the  Committee  designed  to 
follow;  at  which  time  largo  sums  of  money 
were  lent  upon  pledges,  for  which  no  defea- 
zances were  given,  and  the  certificates  were  cut 
from  tire  bills  of  snle,  without  marking  the  num- 
ber of  the  cbeaue  side  by  Thomsun  himself,  or 
by  hi"  order,  who  he  looked  upon  to  have  tire 
management  of  the  Corporation  : That  he  hn| 
signed  defeazances,  as  if  the  goods  were  his  own, 
by  Thomson’s  order,  it  being  the  method  of  the 
office:  but  could  not  say,  whether  there  were 
goods  pledged,  or  not ; Unit  plate,  linen,  and 
other  things,  have  been  pledged  in  his  name, 
particularly  608  pieces  of  dowlas  for  one  Jen- 
kins a goldsmith,  by  Uie  order  of  Thomson ; but 
he  never  received  any  money  upon  his  own  ac- 
count from  the  cashier. 

And  lie  further  said,  That  in  looking  over 
Mr.  Tench’s  cash  book,  hesaw  several  draughts 
on  Robinson  for  large  sums  of  money,  and  be- 
lieves, they  were  drawD  by  fictitious  certificates 
signed  by  Thomson ; and  such  draughts  have 
amounted  to  nenr  200,000/.  and  sometimes  the 
certificates  have  been  sent  up  to  Robinson,  who 
gave  Thomson  credit  fur  them,  and  debited  the 
Corporation;  by  which  method  those  large  ac- 
counts arose.  The  examinant  believes,  the  di- 
rectors did  not  know  of  fictitious  pledges  being 
made  by  Thomson,  until  he  went  away:  He 
likewise  said,  That  ppop  looking  oyer  Air. 
Tench's  cash  book,  he  observed  when  pay- 
ments of  large  sums  of  money  had  beeo  made 
on  shares,  fictitious  certificates  have  been  signed 
l)y  Thomson,  as  if  there  were  real  pledges, 
and  carried  to  the  Cashier;  upon  which  large 
draughts  have  been  made  on  Robinson,  and 
frequently  such  ccrtificatta  have  been  sen*  up 
to  him,  by  which  means  Robinson  has  been 
enabled  to  pay  in  the  money  01.  his  shares. 

That  Thomson  has  frequently  given  certifi- 
cates to  Robinson,  to  enable  him  to  make  up 
his  acrouut  with  Tench,  aud  he  believes  several 
fictitious  pledges  have  been  made  in  his(Leafe’s) 
nmne.und  he  hns  signed  the  same  byTiwimson’s 
order ; and  does  not  believe  all  the  fictitious  cer- 
tifientes  made  by  Thomson  were  sentto  Robin- 
son, hut  other  people  had  some  of  them : Thai 
he  lias  heard  captain  Burroughs  say.  that  Ro- 
binson had  drnwn  out  large  sums  of  money*  and 
had  employed  the  same  iu  the  copper  works 
with  sir  Tlmmns  Muckworth;  mid  believes  he 
meant  the  Corporation's  money. 

That  Avery  and  Leake  borrowed  of  Thomson 
4,537/.  17 1.  9d.  without  any  pledge,  for  which 
they  were  to  pay  10L  per  cent,  and  that  large 
sunn  havc-been  lent  to  Woolley  and  Warren  in 
tbe  same  manner. 

That  Thomson  advanced  12,000/.  on  the 
Aloiven  mines  in  Scotland,  and  4,000/,  i*n  ilia 
vridaes  IhtNwwdyiia thill  jjteoiitsras1. ati  account 
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between  sir  Archibald  Grant  nnd  Thomson,  in 
which  sir  Archibald  lin'd  but  small  credit  for  se- 
veral years,  and  the  debit  side  amounted  to 
upwards  of  10,000/.  and  no  interest  charged  for 
the  same. 

• And  ihe  examinant, upon  a further  examina- 
tion said,  That  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Burroughs,  nnd 
sir  Archibald  Grant,  and  believes  Mr.  Tench, 
knew  of  such  fictitious  pledges : and  believes 
not  any  other  gentleman  in  the  direction  knew 
of  i>. 

David  Faikncy,  being  again  examined  said, 
That  he  apprehended,  that  for  the  bills  of  sale 
made  out  for  large  sums  in  Woolley  and  War- 
ren’s nnme,  the  pledges  were  fictitious.  That 
Thomas  Hodgson,  servant  to  Mr.  llobinson, 
used  to  come  to  Thomson’s  office,  and  acquaint 
him,  that,  5,  8,  or  10,000/.  notes  would  be  due 
on  particular  days,  and  desired,  he  would  make 
provision  for  them ; upon  which  Thomson  has 
given  the  examinant  old  defeasances,  and 
ordered  him  to  renew  them,  by  making  out  on 
them  new  bill*  of  sale,  certificates,  and  defea- 
zances ; When  (he  examinant  had  so  done,  he 
used  to  carry  the  old  defeazances,  which  were 
in  Woolley  anil  Warren’s  names,  to  the  ac- 
comptant’s  office,  in  order  to  have  the  interest 
and  charges  cast  up,  and  then  left  the  new  and 
old  defeazances  upon  Thomson’s  desk,  for  him 
to  settle  with  Mr.  Tench  the  cashier:  upon 
which  new  notes  were  issued  out  to  enable  Ro- 
binson to  take  up  the  old  ones. 

Mr.  John  Richardson,  clerk  to  the  cashier, 
said.  That  when  renewals  of  pledges  have  been 
made,  he  has  asked  Thomson,  why  the  certifi- 
cates have  not  been  signed ; Thomson  replied, 
That  was  only  form  ; that  Thomson  paid  him 
the  interest. and  charges  ou  such  renewals,  and 
he  delivered  up  to  Thomson  the  old  certificates  : 
That  Thomson  paid  him  at  one  time  7,000/. 
for  interest  and  charges  on  renewals  of  pledges, 
part  of  which  sum, upwards  of  8,000/.  was  new 
pledges;  Part  was  an  account  of  nbout  1,400/. 
allowed  him  for  charges  expended  last  session 
of  parliament,  nnd  the  remainder  was  in  money. 

Thomas  Hodgson,  clerk  to  Mr.  George  Ro- 
‘binson,  said,  that  the  said  Robinson  did 
about  the  month  of  September,  1730,  borrow 
of  the  Charitable  Corporation'  the  sum  of 
22,000/.  in  the  examinant’s  name,  hut  un- 
known to  him,  nnd  ordered  him  to  go  to  the 
Corporation,  and  sign  the  Rills  of  sale,  and 
defeazances  ; and  that  he,  the  said  Robinson, 
would  take  the  certificates  himself,  lor  he  had 
given  Thomson  security  : and  the  said  ltohin- 
son  afterwards  brought  six  certificates  to  the 
examinant,  amounting  to  about  21,000/.  and 
ordered  him  to  carry  them  to  Mr.  Tench,  the 
then  cashier,  and  see  them  discharged  off  the 
debit  side  of  the  book.  And  being  asked  if  he 
knew  of  any  goods  pledged  by  Mr.  Robinson, 
said,  he  remembered  about  forty  pipes  ofindigo, 
worth  about  4,000/.  and  is  not  sure  if  there  was 
not  some  cochineal  ; hut  knows  of  no  other 
goods  pledged  by  the  said  Robinson. 

Jeremiah  Wainmright,  Cashier  to  the  said 
Company^riioid,  That  he'  suiVw  'bafiwd  mpr-ur 


the  Committee  any  certificates  for  pledges,  and 
believes,  his  predecessor  Mr.  Tench  never  did. 
That  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  warehouse^  : 
keeper's  office,  but  always  believed,’  there  were 
real  pledges,  and  never  had  anv  suspicion  of  fie-  I 
titious  pledges  being  made,  till  since  Thomson 
went  away.  That  he  shewed  captain  Mole- 
sworth  in  his  office  an  account  of  nil  the  pledges 
unredeemed  at  Lady  Day  1781,  iu  a little  | 
stitched  book,  wherein  was  principal  and  inte- 
rest ; nnd  pointed  out  to  him  several  large 
sums  dial  had  been  due  a long  time ; and  told 
captain  Molesworth  all  the  old  pledges  should 
be  redeemed  or  renewed,  which  would  bring  jn 
n considerable  sum  of  money,  to  pay  the  divi- 
dend. Captain  Molesworth  carried  the  said 
book  to  Thornton,  and  left  it  with  him;  and 
the  said  Thomson  promised  the  said  pledges  i 
should  be  redeemed  or  renewed  accordingly. 
That  he  used  to  enter  the  pledges  generally  from 
Mr.  Tench’s  book,  nnd  examined  the  same 
monthly  with  M r.  Tench  by  the  certificates;  that  1 
he  did  so  until  the  end  of  April  last;  that  there 
were  certificates  for  all  the  pledges  to  that  I 
time:  that  he  never  took  notice  of  the  receipts  ' 
on  the  back  of  such  certificates  not  being  signed  ' 
(he  looking  only  on  the  face  of  such  certificates)  | 
till  since  Thomson  went  awny,  when  they  were 
examined  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Grove,  one  of  I 
the  inspectors,  nnd  a notary  public. 

Thomas  Lea/c,  being  again  examined,  said,  I 
That  for  three  years  past  there  has  been  want  ; 
of  money  at  the  Corporation  House  at  different  | 
times,  and  since  the  obtaining  of  the  last  licence 
for  the  enlnrgcment  of  their  capital,  money  has 
been  scarcer  than  formerly ; nnd  hits  heard  it  I 
often  said  amongst  the  officers,  that  there  was  d 
not  money  sufficient  to  supply  the  borrowers,  I 
That  in  tite  year  1727,  when  Robinson  came  . 
into  the  Corporation,  money  was  begun  to  be  ! 
drawn  out  by  Thomson  on  fictitious  pledges.  I 

Thomas  Jones  snid,  That  he  did  go  to  sir 
Archibald  Graut’s  on  the  Monday  before  tho 
city  petition  was  presented  to  parliamentagainst  | 
the  said  Corporation,  at  Warren’s  request,  and 
acquainted  sir  Archibald,  that  he  was  drawing 
a case  of  the  mismanagements  of  the  Corpora-  I 
tion,  and  the  abuse  of  their  charter.  Sir 
Archibald  was  surprised,  and  told  him  he  hoped,  ,. 
he,  Jones,  would  assist  them,  now  all  the  world  ; 
was  upon  them ; that  he  had  put  them  in  a 1| 
method,  and  they  had  lmd  good  success.  The 
examinant  replied,  That  lie  did  not  know  yvliat  | 
success  they -had  had,  but  he  had  u paper  in  his  i 
bosom  he  was  going  to  print ; that  he  would 
not  assist  them,  but  would  nppenr  against  them. 

Sir  Archibald  replied,  If  he  lmd  any  demands 
on  the  company,  be  should  apply  to  them ; and 
desired  him  not  to  print  his  case.  That  then 
one  Mr.  Waller  came  into  the  room,  in  whose  - 
presence  he  gave  bir  Archibald  several  hints, 
viz.  That  the  Corporation  was  abused  by  pri- 
vate sales;  that  tiieir  warehouse  was  a public 
shop  ; that  a great  deal  of  money  was  lent  on 
fictitious  certificates;  that  if  the  warehouse 
keeper  certified  he  had  goods  to  the  cashier,  ha 
Scmliii'iKfoeif tire  fetieiieytitSireotiy.  Sir  Archi- 
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bald  told  him,  it  was  a mistake;  that  he  was 
sure  it  was  no  such  thing.  The  examinant  in- 
sisted that  a Committee  should  be  called,  that 
he  might  acquaint  them  therewith.  Sir  Archi- 
bald said,  they  were  in  a hurry,  and  it  could  not 
be;  but  there  was  one  called  that  evening, 
and  he  was  summoned  to  attend  it ; at  which 
were  present,  Mr.  Molesworth,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Robinson,  and  Mr.  Lnngton  a proprietor,  but 
not  in  the  direction  : he  produced  a case,  and 
read  part  of  it,  and  then  told  them  the  several 
mischiefs  that  attend  the  company,  bv  the 
power  reposed  in  Thomson  in  concert’  with 
captain  Burroughs,  Mr.  Squire,  and  one  or  two 
more,  and  how  they  might  remedy  it';  for  that 
it  wus  in  Thomson's,  and  one  or  two  of  the  di- 
rectors power  to  run  away  with  the  company's 

That  the  examinant  did  meet  Mr.  Burroughs 
and  Squire  at  sir  Fisher  Tench’s  request  at  the 
Pope’s  Head  Tavern  in  Cornkill,  and  to  them 
rend  his  case ; they  said,  there  was  nothing  in  it ; 
but  Burroughs  likewise  said,  he  bad  commission 
1'rom  the  committee  to  compromise  all  matters 
with  him,  mid  appointed  to  meet  nt  the  Bell 
Tavern  in  Nicholas  Lane  in  the  evening; 
which  he  did  ; that  a bond  of  4000/.  was  pre- 
pared for  the  said  Burroughs  to  enter  into,  that 
the  Corporation  should  abide  by  an  award  men- 
tioned in  the  said  bond ; but  Burroughs  refused 
to  sign  the  same,  hut  gave  the  examinant  a 
nute  of  his  hand  for  500/.  in  part  of  satisfaction 
for  his  demand*,  which  he  promised  to  re-deliver 
tp  him  upon  performingscveral  conditions  men- 
tioned in  a defeazance  signed  by  him  at  the 
same  time ; that  be  has  received  the  said  note. 

Thomas  Warren  said,  That  when  the  Corpo- 
ration was  before  the  parliament  Inst  year,  lie 
believes  captain  Burroughs,  or  sir  Archibald 
Grant,  sent  him  to  Mr.  Jones,  whom  he  found 
to  be  their  enemy  ; ar.d  he  told  them  of  it ; 
hut  he  heard  aftewards,  they  had  made  him 
easy;  and  to  the  best  of  his  remembrance 
captain  Burroughs,  or  sir  Archibald  Grant, 
told  him  so. 

Your  Committee  finding  a very  great  Debt 
created  by  notes,  amounting  to  101,115/.  pro- 
ceeded to  inquire,  how  the  same  bad  happened, 
and  find,  that  tb^  first  entry  in  the  books  con- 
cerning notes  since  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Corporation,  is  at  a Court  of  Commute  held  the 
18tli  of  February,  1795,  Present  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Oaker,  Mr.  Grant,  sir  Fisher 
Tench,  Mr.  Bond,  sir  John  Mercs;  sir  John 
Meres  in  the  Chair,  A form  of  a Cash  note  was 
then  settled.  That  at  a Court  of  Committee 
held  the  24th  of  February,  1795,  the  Cash 
Note  was  amended.  That  on  the  2nd  of 
March  following,  the  Court  of  Committee  or- 
dered 1,000  Cash  Notes  or  Bills  to  be  printed. 
That  the  11th  of  the  same  month  at  a Court  of 
Committee,  Present,  Mr.  Oaker,  sir  Fisher 
Tench,  Mr.  Bond,  sir  John  Meres,  Mr.  Grant ; 
sir  John  Meres  in  the  Chair;  the  said  Cash 
Notes  were  directed  to  be  made  payable  to  Mr. 
Jeremiah  Wainwright  then  nccomptant,  and 
he  was  to  by  die  iMvensit 


The  31st  of  March,  179S,  the  cashiers  were 
ordered  upon  theTuesday  following,  and  so  upon 
every  Tuesday  successively,  to  give  an  account 
to  the  Committee  of  the  cash  by  each  of  them 
received  and  issued,  and  produce  the  balance 
then  in  their  hands  respectively. 

Your  Committee  observe  that  this  Order 
was  never  complied  with,  and  if  it  had,  such 
large  sums  of  money  would  not  have  been  em- 
bezzled by  the  warehouse  keeeper  or  cashier. 

That  on  the  15th  of  July,  1726,  Present, 
of  the  Committee,  sir  Fisher  Tench,  sir  Archi- 
bald Grant,  Mr.  Oaker,  sir  John  Meres;  As- 
sistants, Mr.  Lilly,  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Jackson,  Col.  Gardiner,  sir  .Archibald 
Grant  in  the  Chair;  The  court  of  Committee 
ordered,  that  the  cash  notes  bear  31.  per  cent, 
interest. 

That  on  the  19th  of  the  said  July,  Present, 
of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Oaker,  Mr.  Gascoigne, 
sir  John  Meres  ; sir  John  Meres  in  the  Chair; 
Upon  a debate  at  the  Court  of  Committee 
concerning  a contract  proposed  to  be  entered 
into  w ith  Robe  and  Jones,  concerning  the  cir- 
culating the  Corporation  notes,  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  Committee  could  not  legally  enter 
into  any  agreement  with  any  person  or  persons 
for  circulating  their  notes. 

Notwithstanding  which,  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
gust following,  Present,  of  the  Comminitiee, 
sir  Fisher  Tench,  sir  Archibald  Grunt;  Mr. 
Oaker,  Assistant^,  Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Squire, 
Col.  Gardiner,  Mr.  Hartop,  Mr.  Lilly,  Mr. 
Jackson,  Mr.  Hayley ; sir  Fisher  Tench  in  the 
Chair;  the  Committee  executed  a Deed  with 
Jones  for  circulating  their  notes. 

Thomas  Jones,  auctioneer  to  the  said  Corpo- 
ration, said,  That  in  the  year  1726,  he  entered 
into  a contract  with  the  said  Corporation  to 
borrow  60,000/.  per  annum,  and  was  to  pledge 
goods  for  die  said  sum  of  one-third  more  than 
the  value,  and  was  to  pay  al.  per  cent,  for  the 
money,  and  5/.  per  cent,  for  the  charges,  and 
was  to  take  30,000/.  of  the  company's  notes  in 
part  of  the  said  sum,  nt  an  interest  of  3/.  per 

cent,  and  was  to  be  allowed  2/.  per  cent,  for 
circulating  all  notds  issued  by  the  Corporation, 
at  3/.  per  cent.  And  the  cashier  was  to  pro- 
duce his  book  every  week  of  all  notes  issued, 
if  he  required  him,  and  likewise  their  cash 

book,  for  his  satisfaction : That  he  was  to  be 
allowed  20s.  per  diem  during  the  time  of  each 
sale,  and  half  the  commissions  taken  by  the 
company  for  selling  such  goods,  which  was  2/. 
percent,  after  deducting  all  charges,  in  which 
charges  the  20*.  per  diem  was  included  : That 
the  said  contract  was  to  continue  for  seven 
years;  but  for  greater  certainty  he  referred 
himself  to  the  said  contract;  a copy  whereof 
is  hereunto  annexed.  (No.  5.) 

That  some  time  after  he  found  he  was 
greatly  injured  by  the  Corporation’s  private 
sales,  and  complained  thereof  to  sir  Robert 
Sutton,  Mr.  Lilly,  Mr.  Squire,  sir  John  Meres, 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  Robinson,  and  gave  orders 
to  his  Attorney,  tofile  a bill  in  cliancery  against 
tl!Ss&ohpow«ioil,i  aaa'JpartiCBSariy  i toinnake  Mr. 
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Burroughs,  Mr. Squire,  Thomson, Woolley, and 
Warren,  parties  thereto,  who  were  the  persons 
chiefly  concerned,  and  who  received  the  pro- 
fits of  such  sales ; and  that  lie  intended  filing 
the  said  Bill  about  two  months  before  the  pe- 
tition was  presented  by  the  city,  the  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament,  ngniust  the  sa|d  Corpora- 
tion : That  in  the  same  year,  he  applied  to  se- 
veral persons  of  his  acquaintance  to  exchange 
Corporation  notes  for  money,  with  good  success, 
in  order  to  assist  him  to  carry  on  lib  contract 
with  the  said  Corporation. 

That  in  pursuance  of  his  con  tract  for  circu- 
lating notes,  he  thought  it  necessary,  an  office 
should  fie  assigned  him  in  the  Corporation  house 
(which  was  accordingly  done  by  the  Committee 
and  assistants)  that  he  might  register  all  notes, 
and  be  satisfied,  that  no  notes  were  issued 
without  a pledge,  in  order  to  secure  the  money 
advanced  on  the  said  notes : That  if  this  me- 
thod hat)  been  pursued,  the  proprietors  would 
have  been  safe,  and  affairs  carried  on  with  ad- 
vantage j but  some  of  the  Committee  and  as- 
sbtants  told  him,  unless  he  would  comply  with 
some  offers  they  proposed,  they  would  make 
bis  contract  not  wortit  one  shilling. 

Being  asked,  what  offers  lie  understood  those 
to  be,  he  said,  a share  in  the  profits  of  lib  con- 
tract, which  he  refused ; and  from  that  time 
they  endeavoured  by  all  artiGces  to  defeat  him 
in  the  prosecuting  of  this  affair;  that  in  order 
thereto,  they  made  Richard  Woolley,  and  Tho- 
mas Warren,  assistant  warehouse  keepers,  and 
appointed  them  an  office  adjoining  to  the  street 
door,  in  order  to  prevent  him  and  his  servant 
from  seeing  what  pledges  were  brought  in,  his 
office  being  at  the  farther  end  of  the  ware- 
house, where  be  entered  all  pledges  brought  in, 
lor  which  any  notes  had  been  delivered,  he 
being  only  to  circulate  the  same ; that  he 
complained  of  this  to  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Lilly, 
Mr.  Jackson,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Bond, 
Mr.  Burroughs,  and  Mr.  Mann,  but  could 
never  get  any  redress ; that  Woolley  and 
Warren  were  at  that  time  in  mean  circum- 
stances, having  been  lately  cleared  by  the  act 
of  bankruptcy,  though  they  soon  after  became 
great  men. 

That  on  the  6th  and  9th  of  September 
1726,  the  form  of  the  note  was  finally  settled, 
a copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed. 

That  at  a Court  of  Committee,  the  18th  of 
November,  1726,  Present,  of  the  Committee, 
Mr.  Bond,  sir  Robert  Sutton,  sir  Fisher  Tench; 
sjr  Archibald  Grant,  sir  John  Meres,  Assist- 
ants, Mr.Squire»Mr.  Hartop,  Mr.  Jackson,  and 
Mr.  Lilly,  sir  Robert  Suilon  in  the  Chair ; 

It  was  ordered,  That.  Mr.  Tench,  their 
cpshier,  do  draw  the  cash  of  this  Corporation 
out  of  the  hands  of  Mr.  Pepys,  and  lodge  the 
same  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  George  Robinson ; 
and  that  the  cash  of  this  Corporation  be  for  the 
future  lodged  in  bis  hands  till  further  order,  to 
be  drawn  out  by  the  cashier,  as  occasion  shall 

hot  at  a Committee  of  Accounts  the  17tli 
of  January,, -Gash Jfcoki w rursieocit. 
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to  be  kept  in  the  manner  and  format  then  was 
with  this  addition,  that  a balance  be  struck 
every  Inst  day  of  the  month,  and  carried  for- 
ward to  the  succeeding  month. 

That  the  Monthly  Cash  be  .examined  by  thg 
Committee  or  assistants,  and  every  article  passed 
iu  the  debtor  or  creditor,  signed  in  the  margin 
by  the  examiner,  and.  thuc  the  vouchers  he 
marked  in  the  same  manner,  if  necessary  to  be 
kept,  and  that  the  notes  paid  off  be  cancelled 
and  filed. 

That  on  the  1st  of  March,  1728,  Present, 
of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Burroughs,  sir  Archi- 
bald Grant,  Mr.  Oaker  ; Assistants,  Mr.  Jack- 
sou,  Mr.  Moody,  Mr.  Benjamin  Robinson,  and 
sir  Archibald  Grant  in  the  chair ; A Court  of 
Committee  executed  au  Agreement  for  circu- 
lating their  notes  with  George  Robinson,  esq. 
That  your  Committee  do  not  find  any  order 
tnude  by  a general  Court  fur  making  notes,  or 
circulating  the  same,  or  approving  such,  when 
made,  or  any  contract  for  circulating  them. 

Thomas  Lea/e  said,  That  he  lias  filled  up 
some  hundreds  of  promissory  notes  fqr  value 
received  'per  a pledge  in  the  cashier's  and  his 
own  office  for  huge  sums  of  money,  by  Thom- 
son’s oider,  for  twelve  months,  beginning  1726 
to  Midsummer  1730;  and  has  seen  captaiu 
Burroughs,  Mr.  Squire,  and  others,  sign  such 
notes  singly  by  themselves  with  the  initial  let- 
ters of  their  names:  and  said,  that  he  used  to 
fill  up  Corporation  notes;  that  the  accomptant 
generally  signed  them  first,  then  one  of  the 
Committee,  or  assistants,  and  then  the  cashier; 
that  he  ulwnys  carried  them  to  the  cashier's  of- 
fice, when  so  completed,  and  Jins  frequently 
seen  Thomson  have  such  notes  in  is  hand. 

Jeremiah  Wainicright  said,  That  he  has  carried 
notes  paid  off,  to  the  Committee,  which  he  be- 
lieved were  filed,  and  the  books  discharged. 
That  about  the  mjdllle  of  May  lust.  Captain 
Burroughs,  Mr.  Squire,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  came 
tg  Mr.  Tench,  and  ordered  him  to  fill  up  notes, 
to  the  amount  of  60,0001.  which  he  did,  part ' 
one  day. and  part  another;  that  Mr.  Tench 
signed  them,  and  they  ordered  the  examinant 
to  sign  them  likewise,  hut  he  refused  it,  saying, 
there  was  no  occasion  for  him  to  sign  them,  till 
they  were  issued  out;  that  he  believes,  they, 
were  dated  the  same  day  tliey  were  filled  up, 
and  those  gentlemen  said,  they  were  to  be  lock- 
ed up  in  an  iron  chest  in  the  said  room ; that 
lie  left  them  iu  their  custody,  but  did  not  sec 
them  locked  up,  but  believes  they  were  never 
issued ; that  he  has  heard  sir  Robert  Sutton, 
and  others  of  the  Committee  say,  the  said  uutes 
were  filled  up  fiy.con&eut  of  the  Committee; 
and  he  believes,  the  said  notes  were  piadc  to 
exchange  for  old  notes  wjiicb  were  or  sfiould 
become  due,  to  keep  up. their  credit,  cagh  being 
low  at  that  time,  and  not  sufficient  to  discharge 
such  notes  as  became  due  ; that  the  said  notes 
were  not  made  out  on  pledges,  and  had  no 
pledge  marks  on  them.  Being  asked,  if  ur 
Robert  Sutton  was  present,  when  fife  said  notes 
were  filled  up,  he  answered,  he  was  certain  s!r 

iStolwW  |*8* . HWnM*  lieatd  ar  • 
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Robert  Sutton  declare,  that  he,  captain  Moles- 
iroTth,  and  others,  were  present,  when  the  said 
nous  were  burnt. 

Thomas  Warren  snid,  Thnt  he  has  sold,  for 
Robinson,  Corporation  notes  payable  in  si* 
months  to  the  amount  of  370,000/.  and  notes 
payable  in  twelve  months  to  the  amount  of 
800,000 /.  some  of  which  linve  been  taken  in 
and  delivered  out  again,  which  makes  the  sum 
so  large.  That  he  knows  of  no  notes  of  a later 
date  than  January  1730. 

David  Faiknry  said,  That  he  has  seen 
Thomson  have  quantities  of  the  Corporation’s 
notes  in  his  custody,  and  bad  a jealousy,  that 
he  made  use  of  the  Company's  money,  hut  be- 
lieved he  had  an  estate  to  answer  it.  That  on 
the  20th  of  March,  1750,  at  u court  of  commit- 
tee, an  order  was  made,  that  no  more  antes 
should  be  issued ; in  [lursuance  of  which  ano- 
ther order  was  made  llmt  the  blank  notes 
should  be  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, to  be  by  them  locked  up  in  the  iron 

And  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  John  Torrinno, 
one  of  the  assistants  hereafter  mentioned,  it  ap- 
pears, That  the  key  of  the  said  iron  chest, 
was  put  into  another  chest,  to  w hicb  there  were 
two  locks ; the  key  of  one  of  them  was  delivered 
to  Mr.  Burroughs,  and  the  other  to  him,  which 
he  kept  till  the  ll'tb  of  May  following,  when 
he  was  pressed  to  deliver  the  same  bv  Bur- 
roughs and  Squire,  who  told  him  that  at  a meet- 
ing the  night  before  at  sir  Archibald  Grant's 
it  had  been  resolved  to  issue  30,000/.  notes. 
That  he  refused  to  deliver  it,  urging  several 
reasons  against  it,  nnd  particularly,  that  Cor- 
poration notes  could  not  be  struck  but  upon 
pledges,  and  asked,  whether  they  had  now  an 
offer  of  Pledges  for  30,000/.  Squire  answered, 
no,  hut  that  these  notes  being  dated  hefire 
the  lime  limited  in  the  Bill,  they  might  be 
kept,  till  they  were  wanted;  he  thereupon 
absolutely  refused  to  do  it;  hut  as  soon  as 
they  were  gone  ; he  wrote  a Letter  to  sir  Ro- 
bert Sutton,  and  enclosed  his  key  in  it.  The 
said  Letter  is  as  follows ; viz. 

“ To  Sir  Robert  Sutton. 

“ The  inclosed  key  is  one  of  them  which  be- 
long to  the  hnx,  in  which  are  the  keys  of  the 
iron  chest ; the  notes  were  by  order  of  a court 
of  a committee  locked  up  therein,  upon  a re- 
solution taken  and  entered  in  the  books  of  the 
Corporation,  not  to  issue  from  and  after  that 
day  any  more  notes.  This  resolution  (as  I 
humbly  conceive)  cannot  he  broke  into  or  re- 
versed, but  by  the  same  authority  which  mnde 
it;  nnd  therefore,  as  I am  confident,  it  is  irre- 
gular to  issue  any  more  notes  at  all,  and  much 
more  so  without  reversiug  that  order  upon  the 
books  in  the  same  manner  and  form  in  which 
it  was  mnde,  I shall  not  scruple  to  enter  my 
protest  thereto,  or  at  least  to  declare,  that  I 
will  not  deliver  out  the  note  books  myself,  nor 
have  any  hand  in  it,  because  it  is  ns  dangerous 
os  it  is  an  unwarrantable  proceeding.  My 
piod  friend  iVaS  &kbMSL 


732. — lathe  Charitable  Corporaiian.  [IIOJ 
to  issue  out  30,000/.  note* ; I knew  not  of  an* 
such  resolution  before ; and  though  I greatly 
respect  and  love  him,  I must  beg  his  and  every 
other  gentleman's  pardon  in  this  case ; when  £ 
have  delivered  up  the  key,  I ant  well  aware 
they  may  issue  100,000/.  without  my  know- 
ledge, and  they  will  he  very  glad,  when 
they  are  at  liberty  so  to  do,  without  letting  me 
know  any  thing  of  it ; but  then  what  I am  ig- 
norant of  I am  not  accountable  for.  But  that 
I may  not  hereafter  be  chargeable  with  this 
fact,  and  to  remove  from  being  obnoxious  and 
troublesome  with  my  scruples  io  the  Society,  I 
shall  be  willing  to  give  them  this  satisfaction  of 
my  resignation. 

“ They  will  say  it  is  because  I have  notes  of 
my  own  (about  5,000)  that  I am  fearful  of 
lessening  the  security  of  them  by  increasing 
the  company’s  debt.  This  may  be  one  reason, 
but  the  apprehension,  llmt  these  notes  of  so 
late  a date  may  come  abroad  into  the  world,  and 
occasion  a further  inquiry,  is  the  principal  one. 
But  I heartily  beg  your  pardon  for  soTreely  de- 
livering my  sentiments  to  you,  and  shall  detain 

So  no  longer  than  to  assure  you,  I am,  &c. 
ay  11, 1731. 

“ P.  S.  Sir,  I know  Mr.  Robinson  has  very 
large  cash  in  his  hands,  near  50,000/.  which  if 
he  w ere  obliged  to  pay,  would  supply  the  want 
of  notes."  , 

That  at  a Court  of  Crmmittee  the  15th  of 
May,  1731,  present,  of  the  Committee,  sir  Ro- 
bert Sutton,  sir  Archibald  Granr,  Robert  Mnmr, 
and  William  Burroughs,  esq.';  Assistants,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Robinson,  Mr.  Squire,  and  Mr. 
Beake,  sir  Robert  Sutton  in  the  chair  ; The 
key  of  the  box,  which  had  been  sent  by  Mr. 
Torriano  to  sir  RobertSuttoD,  was  ordered’ to  be 
delivered  to  Mr.  Squire.  Soon  after  which,  thfc 
60,000/.  notes  before  mentioned  were  coined^ 
Your  Committee  finding  a Debt  due  of 
44,400/.  by  bonds,  proceeded  to  inquire  into 
the  same  ; and  the  first  account  they  find  of 
this  Corporation's  dealing  in  bonds,  was  a 
Treaty  entered  into  between  this  Corporation 
and  the  fork  Buildings  Company,  in  the  year 
1724,  for  the  York  Buildings  Company  to  lend 
to  this  Corporation  100,000/.  in  bonds,  which 
were  to  he  exchanged  for  ready  money ; but 
that  treaty,  by  the  advice  of  council,  not  taking 
effect,  nothing  more  was  rinne  in  bonds  untill 
the  6th  of  July,  1731,  Present,  of  the  Com- 
mittee, sir  Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Moles  worth, 
captain  Burroughs ; Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Mann, 
Assistants,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Squire,  sir 
Archibald  Grant  in  the  chair  : When  a Copper 
Plate  was  ordered  by  the  Court  of  Committee 
to  be  made  for  tlie  printing  of  Bonds,  for  the 
use  of  the  Corporation,  for  the  sum  of  loo/, 
each.  And  accordingly  on  the  15th  of  July, 
1731,  ata  court  of  Committee,  Present,  of  tl’s 
Committee,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Bond, 
Mr.  Burroughs;  Assistants,  Mr.  Beake,  Mr. 
Squire,  Mr.  Benj.  Robinson,  sir  Archibald 
Grant  in  the  chair;  The  Corporation  Seal 
was  affixed  to  100  bonds  of  100/.  each 
:THal°^:iliBh'nit}tlh'ar6f :i  itte-nait! 1 iMy,  at  a 
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Court  of  .Committee,  Present,  of  the  Ccfln- 
raittee,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Burroughs  ; 
Assistants,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Benj.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Bcake  : sir  Afcbihald  Grunt  in 
the  cbnir ; the  seal  was  affixed  to  100  bonds 
more  of  100/.  each. 

That  on  the  20th  of  the  same  July,  at  a Court 
of  Committee,  Present,  of  the  Committee,  sir 
Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Burroughs,  Mr.  Bond, 
Assistants,  Mr.  Moody,  Mr.  Benj.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Squire  ; sir  Archibald  Grant 
in  the  chair;  the  Corporation's  Seal  was  affixed 
to  100  bonds  more  of  100/.  each. 

That  on  the  17th  of  August,  1731,  at  a 
Court  of  Committee,  Present,  of  the  Com- 
mittee, sir  Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Burroughs; 
Assistants,  Mr.  Beake,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr. 
Moody,  Mr.  Waller,  Mr.  Squire  ; capt.  Bur- 
roughs iu  the  chair ; the  Corporation's  Seal 
was  affixed  to  a hundred  more  bouds  of  100/. 
each. 

That  on  the  10th  of  September,  1731,  at  a 
Court  of  Committee,  Present,  of  the  Com- 
mittee, sir  Robert  Sutton,  Mr.  Moleswurtb,  sir 
Archibald'  Grant,  capt.  Burroughs ; Assistants, 
Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Waller,  Mr.  Beake,  Mr. 
Moody  ; capt.  Burroughs  in  the  chair ; that  the 
Corporation’s  Seal  was  affixed  to  100  bonds 
more  of  100/.  each. 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  they  assamed 
to  themselves  this  power  of  creating  bonds, 
witbouc  the  least  colour  of  authority  from  their 
charter,  or  any  direction  from  the  general 
court,  and  affixed  the  seal  to  some  of  them, 
without  a sufficient  number  of  committee  men 
required  by  charter  to  do  a corporate  act. 

That  the  only  pretence  fur  creating  and 
issuing  such  bonds,  was  to  pay  off  their  old 
notes,  and  to  evade  a promise  made  to  the 
House  of  Commons  last  session  of  parliament, 
that  no  more  notes  should  be  issued  after  the 
15th  day  of  May  lost. 

Jeremiah  Waimvright  said,  That  by  order 
of  the  court  of  Committee  of  the  8th  of  Oct. 
1731,  he  delivered  4,000/.  Corporation  bonds  to 
George  Robinson,  esq.  and  had  a receipt  for 
the  same  from  Thomas  Hodgson  bis  servant, 
dated  on  or  about  the  ninth  of  October : That 
most  of  the  said  bonds  were  dated  the  preced- 
ing month  : that  lie  delivered  by  order  of  the 
said  Committee  3,000/.  in  bonds  to  Thomas 
Warren,  who  used  to  exchange  the  same  for 
the  Company’s  notes,  which  were  become  due. 

Thomas  Warren  said.  That  he  had  bonds 
issued  to  him  by  order  of  the  Committee, 
which  bonds  were  to  take  up  the  Company's 
notes,  which  were  due  or  should  become  due. 

John  Verting,  esq.  being  examined,  said, 
that  lie  received  2,000/.  in  Corporation  bonds 
of  Denis  Bond,  esq.,  for  which  he  gave  him  in 
exchange  five  Corporation  notes,  and  the  re- 
mainder in  money  to  complete  that  sum. 

That  the  examinant  went  to  Mr.  Bond's 
house,  nnd  lie  carried  the  examinant  to  Ran- 
dall's coffee  house,  where  he  staid  till  Mr. 
Bond  came  back ; and,  as  they  were  returning 
through 


bosom  or  pocket  a large  parcel  of  bonds,  and 
took  those  out  from  amongst  them,  and  be. 
lieves,  there  might  he  as  many  more,  and  ap." 
prebends  he  received  them  during  the  lime  he 
left  the  examinant;  That,  since  this  affair 
happened,  he  applied  to  Mr.  Bond,  and  told 
him,  he  had  not  checqued  the  bonds,  and 
hoped,  he  would  relieve  him,  but  Mr.  Bund 
said,  he  exchanged  notes  for  the  same.  And 
the  examinant  apprehends  said  Mr.  Bond  had 
picked  up  notes  to  exchange  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Wainnright  said.  That  he  ex- 
changed bonds  amounting  to  4000/.  with  Mr. 
Bond,  for  the  same  sum  in  due  notes,  which 
he  supposed  were  his  own ; nnd  believes,  he  ■ 
weiit  to  Mr.  Bond's  house  to  exchange  the  ! 

Your  Committee  then  proceeded  to  inquire  | 
what  Dividends  bad  been  made,  and  do  not  I 
find  that  any  have  been  mads  before  the  14th 
of  November,  1727,  at  a general  court,  Pre-  I 
seut,  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Burroughs,  Mr.  I 
Bond;  Assistants,  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Benjamin  ' 
Robinson,  Col.  Gardiuer,  Mr.  Geo.  Jackson,  { 
Mr.  Torriano,  Mr.  Beake,  Mr.  Oaker,  and  ] 
Mr.  Charles  Waller;  Mr.  Burroughs  in  the  ] 
Chair : Mr.  Burroughs  from  the  chair  nc-  I 
quainted  the  Court,  that,  the  Committee  and  I 
Assistants  having  cast  up  the  hooks,  a dividend  J 
might  be  declared  of  3s.  per  share  for  all  the  J I 
money  paid  into  the  fund  before  the  22nd  of 
July  last. 

That  on  the  30th  of  April,  1728,  at  a Ge-  J 
neral  Court,  Present,  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  J 
Oaker,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Burroughs, 
Assistants,  Mr.  Beake,  Mr.  Benjamin  Rubin-  J 
son,  Mr.  Whicbcote,  and  Mr.  Moody;  Mr.  j| 
Burroughs  in  die  Chair ; A Dividend  of  4s.  fl 
per  share  upon  the  profits  of  the  Corporation,  IB 
for  the  Inst  six  months  euding  March  the  30th,  I 
was  declared. 

That  at  a General  Court  held  the  15th  of 
petober,  1728,  Present,  of  the  Committee, 
Mr.  Oaker,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Bar-’  , 
roughs;  Assistants,  Mr.  Benj.  Robinson,  Mr. 
Squire,  Mr.  Torriano,  Mr.  Moody,  Mr.  Jack-  I 
son  ; Mr.  Burroughs  in  the  Chair;  The  Com- 
mittee and  Assistants,  having  considered  the 
Profits  made  the  last  half  year,  were  of  opinion 
diat  a dividend  of  5s.  per  share  might  be  made; 
which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Thnt  at  a General  Court  the  27th  of  March,  , 
1729,  Present,  of  the  Coromitte-*,  Sir  Archi- 
bald Grant,  Mr.  Burroughs ; Assistants,  Mr. 
Squire,  Mr.  Moody,  Mr.  Benjamin  Robinson, 
Mr.  Torriano,  Mr.  Jackson  ; Mr.  Burroughs  in 
the  Chair;  The  Committee  and  Assistants, 
having  examined  into  the  accounts  of  this  Cor- 
poration were  of  opinion,  that  dividends  of 
profits  this  half  year  may  be  5*.  per  share;  . 
which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

That  at  a General  Court  the  16th  of  Oc-  ■ 
tober,  1729,  Present,  of  the  Committee,  sit  ! 
Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Onkc-r,  Mr.  Burroughs. 
Mr.  Mann  ; Assistants,  Mr.  Whicbcote,  Mr. 
Jackson,  Mr.  Benjamin  Rubinson,  Mr.  Beake, 
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sir  Archibald  Grant  in  the  Chair ; The  Com- 
mittee and  Assistants,  having  examined  iato 
the  accounts  of  this  Corporation,  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  they  can  divide  5s.  per  share  for  this 
half  year. 

That  at  a General  Court  the  24th  of  March, 

1729,  Present,  of  the  Committee,  sir  Robert 
Sutton,  Mr.  .Burroughs,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Mann, 
Mr.  Alolesworth ; Assistants,  Mr.  Beake,  Mr. 
Squire,  Mr,  Waller,  Mr.  Moody,  Mr.  Torriano, 
and  Mr.  Burroughs  in  the  Chair;  the  Com- 
mittee und  Assistants,  having  cast  up  the  books, 
do  find  the  Corporation  can  divide  5s.  pershure 
for  tiiin  half  year. 

That  at  a General  Court  the  1st  of  October, 

1730,  Present,  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Aisia- 
bie;  Assistants,  Mr.  Moody,  Mr.  Squire,  Mr. 
Torriano,  Mr.  Benjamin  Robinson,  Mr.  Wal- 
ler; Mr.  Aislahie  in  the  Chair ; adividend  of  5s. 
per  share  was  agreed  upon. 

That  at  a General  Co  :rt  the  25th  of  March, 

1731,  Present,  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Moles- 
wortb,  Mr.  Burroughs,  sir  Archibald  Grant; 
Assistants,  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Benjamin  Uohin- 
sou,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr. Moody,  Air.  Waller;  sir 
Archibald  Grant  in  the  Chair;  the  Gentlemen 
in  the  Direction,  considering  the  charge  the  late 
prosecution  nguinst  the  Corporation  had  put 
them  to,  and  the  extraordinary  expence  tlio 
conforming  to  the  sense  of  the  Llouse  of  Com- 
mons for  setting  up  more  bouses  for  lending 
small  sums  to  the  poor  would  be  attended  with, 
thought  fit  to  propose  that  the  dividend  for  the 
last  half  year  should  he  3s.  6d.  which  was 
agreed'  to. 

That  at  a General  Court  the  4lh  of  October, 
1731,  Present,  of  the  Committee,  sir  Archibald 
Grant,  captain  Burroughs,  Mr.  Molcsworth ; 
Assistants,  Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Waller,  Mr.  Beake, 
captain  Burroughs  in  the  Chair  ; the  Gentle- 
men in  the  Direction,  having  examined  the  nc- 
count  of  profits  for  the  half  year  ending  at  Mi- 
chaelmas, find,  that  3s.  per  share  may  be  di- 
vided for  that  half  year. 

But  your  Committee  must  observe,  that  on 
the  19lb  of  October  following,  the  said  Order 
was  postponed,  and  has  never  yet  been  com- 
plied with.  . 

Your  Committee  likewise  observe,  that  not- 
withstanding the  declarations  made  by  the 
Committee  and  Assistants  in  the  General  Court, 
for  declaring  of  dividends  ; that  they  had  cast 
up  the  books ; examined  the  accounts,  and  con- 
sidered the  profits  whereupon  to  make  the  same 
dividends ; not  one  of  them  had  ever  looked 
into  the  warehouses,  to  see  whether  there  were 
any  pledges  for  the  several  large  sums  that  had 
been  lent  out';  nor  had  they  sometiaies  even 
seen  any  account  whatsoever. 

■ Mr.  John  Venables,  nccomptant  to  the  said 
Corporation,  being  examintd.said,  That  he  was 
appointed  to  the  said  office  the  13th  of  'July, 
1731’;  that  he  never  received  any  direciions 
from  the  Committee  of  Assistants'^  make  up 
ariy  accounts,  hut  was  told  by  Mr.  Wainwrigbt 
the  cashier  (who  had  formerW  been  accompt- 
antl  that  it  w&flffii1  duff  # Mi'  irt!'-" 
Vol.  VIII. 


count  half-yearly,  in  order  that  adividend  might 
he  declared,  and  that  the  said  Mr.  Wninnriglit 
gave  him  instructions  for  that  purpose.  Ac- 
cordingly he  or  his  clerk  did  take  out  of  the 
books  the  principal  sums  lent,  first  deducting 
what  wsis  received  by  sales,  or  paid  in  part, 
and  cast  up  interest  on  the  remainder,  after 
the  rate  of  10/.  per  cent,  for  all  pledges  to  the 
1st  of  April,  1731,  as  they  appeared  upon  the 
hooks,  and  that  lie  never  Find  any  doubt  of  the 
reality  of  such  pledges  : That  from  the  first  of 
April  lie  calculated  the  pledges  above  500/.  at 
61.  per  cent,  under  500/.  to  100/.  at  7/.  per 
cent,  under  100/.  to  20/.  at  8 1.  per  cent,  and 
20/.  and  under  at  10/.  per  cant.  That  this  ac- 
count lie  made,  in  order  for  a dividend  in  Oc- 
tober, 1731,  and  brought  it  to  Spring  Garden, 
in  order  to  lay  before  the  Court  of  Committee 
for  that  purpose  • but  the  Court  of  Committee 
and  General  Court  were  up,  before  ho  arrived, 
and  lmtl  declared  the  dividend;  that  he  met 
captain  Molcsworth  and  Mr.  Beake  in  Spring 
Garden,  and  shewed  them  the  Account,  and 
declared  to  them  his  apprehensions,, that  the 
Account  was  not  to  be  depended  upon  ; for 
that  lie  had  carried  on  interest  far  above  SflOOl. 
in  that  account  mentioned  to  he  in  Thomson’s 
hands  on  account  of  sales,  and  had  been  so 
some  years ; and'  also  for  6,000/.  Thomson  had 
received  on  accouuc  of  sales  above  a year;  and 
also,  that  since  the  first  of  April  last,  near  one 
third  part  of  their  capital  was  calculated  at  Cl. 
per  cent,  and  the  dividend  at  61.  per  cent,  so 
llmt  that  money  could  answer  no  charges. 
Upon  which  the  gentlemen  seemed  surprised, 
and  captain  Molesrvorth  desired  him  to  make 
out  an  estimate  against  the  next  day,  of  the 
amount  of  the  pledges  above  500/.  which  he 
did ; that  the  next  morning  before  ten,  captain 
Molcsworth  and  sir  Robert  Sutton  came  to  the 
office  in  the  city,  and  sir  Robert  went  to  Thom- 
son to  inquire  after  this  affair ; and  the  exami- 
nant has  heard,  that  Thomson  was  ordered  to 
make  up  his  account  of  sales,  and  that  Thom- 
son alledgcd  he  owed  the  company  nothing ; 
for  that  he  had  accounted  fur  tfio  sales  by  re- 
demptions, and  so  paid  interest  for  all  the 
money  to  the  time  of  payment,  and  the  com- 
pany were  no  sufferers ; that  Thomson  did  pre- 
pare an  account  of  sales,  and  laid  it  before  thii 
Committee,  and  Mr.  Molesworth  brought  the 
said  account  to  the  examinant,  and  alterwards 
fetched  Thomson  to  his  office,  who  made  the 
declaration  aforesaid,  hut  owned  it  was  irregu- 
lar, and  promised  it  should  be-  so  no  more : 
that  he  never  examined  the  vouchers  for  the 
pledges,  in  order  to  make  Bp  the  general  ac- 
tdnnts,  they  being  inthecti'indy  of  the  cashier, 
but  made  Ft  dp  from  the  bdofes  in  Lis  office ; 
that  upon  the  first  Committee  day  alter  the  saul 
Genera!  Court,  he  was  told  by  the  Committee, 
he  had  mistaken  the  general  instruct  ions : . for 
that'  it  was  never  .intended,  that  the  pledges 
made  before  the  firstof  April,  173t,  should  be 
calculated  according  to  the  said  instructions, 
but  only  the  pledges  made  since ; that  ns  the 
■ fi'iriiS  ffiwit  *£rb  i radirislliSa'  Wart  i fe'ethe'  rate*, 
4-  B 
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so  they  would  'allow  to  the  borrowers  2/.  per 
cent,  nod  nil  pledges  in  general,  save  those  for 
3 til.  and  under  (which  were  still  to  carry  ID/, 
er  cent.)  should  from  the  said  first  of.  April 
e cast  up  nt  Si.  per  cent,  and  thereupon  the 
account  was  delivered  to  the  examinant  to  al- 
ter; which  he  did  accordingly.  That  he  be- 
lieves sir  Robert  Sutton’s  and  Mr.  Molesworth’s 
earnestness  with  Thomson  to  clear  up  this 
matter,  was  die  occasion  of  his  going  away ; 
and  said,  That  he  had  observed  several  pledges 
standing  out  for  large  sums,  on  which  near  ns 
much  as  the  principal  was  due  for  tlie  interest 
and  charges,  and  that  several  inferior  persons 
names  were  made  use  of  to  conceal  those  of  the 
real  borrowers. 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  this  alteration 
was  necessary  to  be  made,  to  justify  the  divi- 
dend they  bad  then  declared,  before  they  had 
seen  any  account  at  all. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Wainiaright,  formerly  ac- 
comptaut,  and  now  cashier  of  lire  Corporation, 
being  examined,  said.  That  he  was  appointed 
cashier  in  the  mouth  of  June,  1731,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  William  Tench,  deceased ; that  he  ap- 
prehends, the  Coiporation  never  divided  more 
than  the  real  profits,  supposing  all  the  pledges 
to  be  good ; but  the  Committee  have  some- 
times declared  the  dividend  before  the  account 
lias  heen  made  out ; and  that  he,  when  nc- 
comptunt,  used  to  make  up  an  account  half- 
yearly  from. the  pledge  books  of  the  interest 
and  charges  due  on  pledges  standing  out,  which 
was  necessary  in  order  tn  compute  the  divi- 
dend ; and  that  the  duty  of  hisolficc,  when  ac- 
comptant,  was  to  keep  the  transfer  books, 
stock  ledgers,  pledge  books,  make  out  the  divi- 
dend warrants,  and,  when  the  proprietors  paid 
in  upon  their  shares,  to  give  them  credit  in  the 
stock  ledgers,  and  a general  ledger.  That  the 
examinant  computed  interest  on  about  6,000/. 
in  Thomson's  hands,  on  account  of  the  two  last 
sales,  which  had  never  regularly  been  brought 
to  an  account : and  the  examinant  and  Mr. 
Venables  designed  to  take  an  opportunity  to 
acquaint  captain  Molesworth  of  the  large  sum 
of  money  in  Thomson's  hands,  which  he  bad  re- 
ceived on  account  of  sales;  and  the  examinant 
has  heard  Thomson  frequently  declare,  that, 
when  he  came  first  into  the  office,  sir  Robert 
Sutton  promised  him  he  should  have  a salary 
of 400/.  per  annum;  that  he,  the  examinant, 
apprehended,  lest  that  salary  should  seem  too 
great,  and  that  it  might  he  made  Dp  to  him 
some  other  way,  they  suffered  him  to  keep  part 
of  the  money  arising  by  sales  in  his  hands ; 
that  by  order  of  Committees,  several  auras  of 
money,  were  paid  Thomson,  particularly  1,400/. 
on  account  of  charges  in  Parliament,  when  he 
had  the  money  for  sales  in  his  hands  ; that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  who  were  present 
when  the  half-yearly  accounts  were  laid  before 
the  Committee,  must  know  that  Thomson  had 
a large  sum  of  money  in  his  hands,  it  appearing 
to  be  so  upon  the  face  of  such  account.  That 
he  used  to  compute  the  interest  on  pledges  and 
note*  for  ^ hatf-yefltly . -diKideiid.iflii^  CMfie.d, 
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it.  to  the  Committee ; and  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  the  total  sum  of  interest  and  charge, 
on  unredeemed  pledges  and  notes  not  due 
were  not  entered  in  any  book.  ' 

Your  Committee  finding  in  the  coarse  oftheir 

exam  iiialion,  that  no  order  of  a court  of  com- 
mittee, or  general  court,  had  been  made  for  ap- 
plying to  the  crown  for  the  two  last  augments- 
cions,  hut  that  the  same  Iiad  been  carried  on  in 
a private  and  clandestine  manner,  proceeded  to 
inquire  into  the  same.  And  find,  that  although 
the  second  licence  bore  date  the  21st  day  of  ! 
June,  1728,  the  same  was  never  made  known  to  I 
the  proprietors,  till  the  12th  of  September  fol-  1 
lowing;  and,  although  the  third  licence  bore  I 
date  the  3 1st  of  July,  1730,  the  same  was  never  'I 
made  public  to  the  proprietors,  until  the  1st  of  ’ 
October  following. 

Mr.  William  Higgs,  secretary  to  the  said 
Corporation,  said.  That  he  never  heard  of  any 
order  of  a. general  court,  or  court  of  committee,  j 
forobtainingthesecond  licence,  or  knew  that  it  .! 
was  obtained  till  about  the  middleofSeptember, 
1728,  when  ho  was  ordered  by  captain  Bur- 
roughs, to  send  circular  letters  to  all  the  mem- 
bers, to  give  notice:  thereof.  He  likewise  said, 
that  at  a Committee  of  accounts  held  in  London 
soon  after,  the  said  captain  Burroughs  took  the 
said  licence  out  of  his  pocket,  and,  before  the  I 
same  was  rend,  put  it  into  an  iron  chest;  and 
that  l.e  never  saw  the  date  of  the  said  licence,  1 
until  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  of  Commons  lost  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, when  he  perceived  it  was  dated  the  31st 
of  Juue,  1738,  but  was  never  published  in  a 
general  court,  till  the  1st  of  October  following,  . 
and  was  not  then  read;  that  between  the  date 
of  the  licence,  and  the  publishing  thereof,  air 
John  Meres  sold  a great  number  of  shares,  and 
sometime  after  sent  to  him  to  know  the  date  of  ' 
the  licence ; and  he,  not  knowing  the  same, 
went  to  the  secretary’s  office  to  inquire  after  it, 
and  applied  himself  to  Mr.  Tilson,  who  asked 
him,  if  he  did  not  know,  the  exainiimnt  replied, 
he  did  not;  upon  which  Mr.  Tilson  told  him, 
that  then  lie  should  not  know  for  him,  or  to 
that  effect. 

That  he  had  been  present  at  all  the  general 
courts  prior  to  the  publication,  save  one ; end 
that  the  obtaining  the  said  licence  was  never 
once  mentioned  there.  ■ 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Wainznright,  first  accomptarit,  _ 
and  then'eashier,  said,  He  did  not  know  the 
dates  of  the  two  last  licences  till  about  January 
last,  and  that  (hey  were  both  kept  secret  some 
months  after  their  respective  dates ; thatshares  i 
sold  for  about  61.  10 s.  or  7/.  per  share,  before 
the  second  licence  was  made  public,  and  iramfr* 
diately  after  wgre  sold  for  11/.;  that,  before  J 
the  last  licence  was  made  public,  shares  solq 
from  7 /.  to  7/.  15s.  per  share  ; and  that,  ujihff 
the  same  being  public,  they  were  sold  | 

per  share;  that  he  never  knew  of  the  said  .If  | 
cences  being  obtained,  till  it  was  pu blicly  known  I 
to  every  one ; tbat  between  the  dates  and  pub- 
lication of  the  said  licences,  several  thousand 
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agents,  and  Thomson ; and  that  be  believes, 
Mr.  Matthew  Lamb  was  a Trustee  for  sir  Ro- 
bert  Sutton  ; Mr.  Anthony  Powel  and  colonel 
Westal  for  sir  Archibald  Grant ; Lcafe,  Fnick- 
ney,  Maccullo,  and  some  others,  for  Thomson ; 
Mr.  Cartwright  and  Mr.  Couseinaker,  for  Mr. 
Burroughs. 

Mr.  Matthew  Lamb,  being  examined,  said, 
That  he  began  to  act  as  n Trustee  for  sir  Robert 
Sntton  about  the  5tb  of  April,  1728,  and  be-  ' 
tween  that  time  and  the  17th  of  July  following, 
1250  Corporation  shares,  pan  of  the  100,0001. 
capital,  were  by  sir  Robert  Sutton’s  order  pur- 
chased, and  transferred  to  him  in  trust  for  the 
said  sir  Robert ; ami  that  he  paid  at  the  rate  of 
6l.  per  share,  or  thereabouts,  for  them. 

That,  when  sir  Robert  Sutton  went  abroad 
in  1728,  he  gave  orders  to  Thomson  to  purchase 
3 or  300  shares,  and  in  case  Thomson  could 
procure  100  more,  the  examinant  was  directed 
to  pay  for  them,  and  no  time  was  limited  for 
buying  the  snme. 

Thomas  Warren  said.  That  when  a promise 
wras  made  of  obtaining  the  second  licence  in 
1728,  the  examinant  was  resolved'  to  buy  up 
shares  in  expectation  of  a rise,  but  was  told  by 
Robinson,  that  if  he  would  be  industrious,  and 
buy  up  what  shares  he  could  for  him,  he  should 
have  for  his  encouragement  half  the  profit,  nnd 
sustain  no  loss  that  might  happen  : that  pur- 
suant thereto  the  examinant  bought  great  num- 
bers of  shares,  and  caused  them  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  Robinson,  or  his  order : that  some 
time  after  shares  rose  according  to  expectation, 
and  in  1730,  the  time  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
last  licence,  the  examinant  gave  Robinson  a 
list  of  shnres,  of  which  he  was  inlitled  to  the 
half  profits,  which,  ns  he  belieres,  amounted  to 
near  20,000  shares,  but  he  never  obtained  his 
share  of  the  profits  lie  was  promised. 

Your  Committee  likewise  perceiving  that 
several  of  the  Committee,  and  assistants,  for 
managing  the  affairs  of  the  said  Corporation, 
and  their  officers,  had  dealt  very  largely  in  the 
shares  of  the  said  Corporation,  proceeded  to 
examine  into  the  same. 

And  Thomas  Leafe  said,  That  he  had  copied 
an  account  stated  between  Robinson  and 
Thomson  to  the  31st  of  May,  1729,  and  a ba- 
lance was  due  to  Thomson  of  about  98,000/. 
and  since  that  time  to  the  time  Robinson  went 
away,  the  examinant  believes  there  might  be 
100,000/.  more  due  to  the  said  Thomson.  That 
he  wrote  out  two  other  accounts,  the  first  stiled 
an  account  of  four  for  2,000  shares  or  upwards ; 
and  believes  the  four  persons  were,  Captain 
Burroughs)  Mr.  Squire,  Robinson,  and  Thom- 
son ; and  the  second  account  was  stiled,  an  ac- 
count of  five,  containing  1000  shares  or  up- 
wards, and  the  same  persons  were  concerned 
in  it,  and  sir  Archibald  Grant  was  the  fifth. 

That  Thomson  has  frequently  given  Certifi- 
cates to  Robinson,  to  enable  him  to  make  up 
his  account  with  Tench,  and  to  draw  money 
out  of  the  Corporation,  to  pay  in  on  privilege 
shares,  and  apprebetided  some  part  therepf  was 
made  use  bf^«*tt*miWlJSm'i8P1' 
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tage  of  the  said  numbers  4 and  5.  That  he 
also  wrote  an  Account  dictated  by  Thomson, 
how  the  suid  Shares  were  disposed  of ; that 
some  of  them  were  in  the  nhmes  of  the  exa- 
minant, Thomson,  David,  Faiknev  and  Robin- 
son. That  in  July,  1728,  No. 4 and  5,  bought 
considerable  quantities  of  shnres;  That  sir  Ro- 
bert Sutton  and  Mr.  Tilson  hail  part  of  them  ; 
and  apprehends  these  were  part  of  the  shnres 
bought  of  sir  John  Meres.  That  Thomson  had 
two  books  covered  with  marble  paper,  in  which 
were  distinct  accounts  of  No.  4 and  5,  but  he 
never  saw  any  names.  That  Thomson  1ms 
borrowed  large  suras  of  money  on  Corporation 

Your  Committee  think  proper  to  observe, 
that  the  Evidence  of  Leafe,  concerning  the 
names  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  accounts 
of  No.  4 and  5,  is  confirmed  by  an  entry  in  an 
Account  Book  belonging  to  John  Thomson. 

Thomas  Warren  said,  That  there  is  at  this 
time  upwards  of  70,000 /.  borrowed  on  shares 
by  the  said  Warren,  standing  out  between 
Thomson  and  Robinson,  and  that  he  is  bound 
with  the  said  Thomson  and  Robinson,  or  one  of 
them,  for  above  40,0007.  in  case  of  failure  in 
value  of  tbe  said  shares.  That  he  has  borrow- 
ed on  shares  fur  Robinson,  at  several  times, 
about  200,000/.  and  abont  60,000/.  for  Thom- 
son, which  shares  have  been  redeemed  and  re- 
newed several  times,  and  of  which  sums  about 
60,000/.  is  standing  out  on  Robinson’s  account, 
and  about  12,000/.  on  Thomson’s  on  15292 
shares. 

David  Faikncy  snith,  That  about  the  time 
of  the  second  enlargement  of  their  cnpital, 
Thomson  told  him,  shares  would  rise,  and  gave 
him  a note  of  his  hand  to  deliver  50  shnres  at 
any  time  within  two  months,  upon  the  examin- 
ant’s paying  10/.  per  share.  That  before  the 
note  became  due,  lie  found  an  advantage  could 
be  made  of  the  shares,  by  paying  500/.  into  tln^ 
fund,  by  which  he  would  be  intituled  to  150 
shnres.  Some  time  after  Thomson  asked  him, 
if  he  designed  to  keep  his  shares;  the  exami- 
nant told  him,  lie  could  not,  upon  which  Thom- 
son said,  he  had  a friend  that  wanted  a hundred 
shares,  nnd  the  examinant  sold  him  that 
number  at  7/.  10i.  per  share,  and  Mr..  Hodgson 
sold  the  remaining  fifty  at  7 /.  12s.  per  share. 

That  shares  had  been  pntin  bis  name,  which 
he  had  no  interest  or  concern  in,  nnd  believes 
the  same  was  done  that  they  might  he  trans- 
ferred as  Thomson  had  occasion ; and  never 
had  any  shares  in  his  own  right  before  or  since, 
but  great  numbers  of  shares  were  in  Lenfe’s 

Your  Committee  fiud  that  the  committee  and 

assistants  of  the  CharicableCorporution  had  rea- 
sons, from  the  informations  given  them,  by  Mr. 
Jones  their  auctioneer,  by  some  of  their  own 
body,  by  the  balance  due  from  Robinson  to  the 
Corporation,  (which  appeared  upon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Tench)  and  by  many  other  circumstances,  to 
be  apprehensive  of  the  ill  state  of  their  ntTairs,  at 
least  five  months  before  Thomson  anil  Robinson 
vVithd.'Fi*  theaiilslm.;  UtettirappWsrt  to  your 
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Committe'c,  that  they  took  very  small1,  if  any, 
steps,  to  inquire  into,  or  remedy  the  Same. 

That  the  said  misfortunes  were  long  grow- 
ing, and- most  or  ought  to  have  been  perceived 
by  them,  appears  by  a letter  wrote  by  John 
'Itiomsoh  to  Mr.  Jeremiah  Wainwright  tho 
cashier,  soon  after  his  Withdrawing  himself,  wi  th- 
out date  or  place,  which  your  committee  think 
proper  to  report  at  large,  viz. 

“ Sir, 

“ I have  received  a piede  of  hews,  which 
you  will  soon  he  acquainted  with,  if  you  nre 
not  already,  which  makes  me  withdraw  myself 
from  my  office,  until  I see  the  effect  it  has ; 
though  I do  not  dread  guilt,  yet  I have  all  along 
been  acquainted  with  a dreadful  secret,  which 
I flattered  myself  lime  would  have  remedied; 
but  alas ! it  must'  have,  from  what  happenr 
t-d,  grown  worse;  it  has  hilled  one' already,  and 
it  Will  kill  nie  too,  though  I was  not  the  instru- 
ment nor'the  cause.  I cannot,  I will  not,  come 
t6  the  office  at  present ; but  thus  retired,  I will 
set  about  putting  the  Company’s  Adairs  in 
the  best  order  I can ; and  if  I were  to  appear 
after  that,  I could  be  of  no  service.  If  you 
Write  me,  send  it  to  my  brother  Sam's,  I will 
let  him  know  how  to  convey  it,  or  send  to  his 
house.  Dear  Jer.  Your  much  afflicted, 

“ Thursday  Morning.  J.  T. 

P.  S.  “ Excuse  me  to  the  gentlemen.  I 
would,  but  I cannot  write  to  them,  but  I will 
to  them  nil  next  week.” 

And  also  by  several  Letters  wrote  by  the  said 
Thomson  to  Thomas  Leafe  his  servant,  some  of 
which  your  Committee  have  thought  proper  to 
insert  at  large,  viz. 

A Letter  without  date  or  name. 

“ Mr.  Leafe, 

“ Strip  the  files,  and  convc-y  the  papers  away 
to  some  place,  with  what  Memorandum  books 
you  have  relating  to  me.  Take  James’s 
Memorandum  Book  and  convey  away,  with 
what  hooks  and  papers  he  lias.  Let  nothing 
appears,  and  if  you  are  asked,  say  I script  the 
counting-house  while  you  were  lotting  the  goods 
for  the  sale ; which  is  true.  Be  easy  as  to 
yourself,  you  are  taken  care  of,  and  nothing  can 
hurt  you.  Assure  James  of  the  same.  I will  write 
to  you  at  large  on  Friday  next;  take  care  of 
all  my  concerns.  If  Joliu  Hamilton  calls,  make 
him  easy  ; he  had  an  absolute  dependance  upon 
me;  assure  him  I will  still  take  care  of  him, 
and  he  shall  hear  froui  me.  Take  care  to  se- 
crete or  barn  your  file  of  memorandums  at 
your  own  house;  they  nre  now  of  no  use.  I 
gave  a note  of  my  hand  the  30th  of  September 
to  William  Bennct,  100/.  payable  in  a month ; 
I received  hut  50/.  from  him  ; lie  has  also  got 
my  note  of  2Gih  August  three  months  date  for 
50/.  whicl;  he  never  accounted  to  me  for.  Re- 
member me  to  Mrs.  Leafe.” 

Yours,  &c. 

Thomas  Leafe  being  shewed  the  said  letter, 
aekrfowletlgeticIre'tiiMietO  beTinlankmi's-haGd-’ 


132. — Report  of  the  Commons  relating  [1112 
writing,  but  did  not  know  how  he  came  by  it- 
and  did  not  receive  it  till  several  days  ifte^ 
Thomson  went  away,  and  said  that  the  flies 
were  script  pursuant  to  the  directions  in  the 
skid  letter,  by  the  examinant  and  James 
Thomson,  and  said  James  Thomson  carried 
them  away,  and  believes  not  any  of  them 
were  burnt. 

Being  asked  wliere  his  Memorandum  Books 
were,  said  he  had  not  any,  but  wliat  were  left  , 
at  home  when  he  was  taken  into  custody,  and 
believes  they  nre  now  there,  in  which  were 
some  transactions  of  Thomsons’s ; but  lie 
missed  one  of  his  pocket  cash  hooks,  aud 
cannot  tell  where  it  is.  That  he  never  gave 
any  directions  for  conveying  nwuy  any  books  . 
or  papers ; that  no  books  or  papers  of  his  have  1 
been  removed  since  the  12th  of  October,  but  1 
nlmt  James  removed,  which  were  the  nccounts 
between  Thomson’s  fatlier,  and  son  ; that  he 
took  Jnmes  Thomson’s  Memorandum  books 
from  him,  as  John  Thomson  desired,  hut  never 
parted  with  any  of  his  own. 

Another  Letter  sigued  J.  T.  without  date  or  ! 
place. 

“ Mr.  Leafe,  read  this,  carefully  over. 

“ It  was  not  proper  that  you  should  know 
what  was  to  huppen,  else  you  had  done  it  be-  | 
fore  any  body,  as  I could  more  intrust  you.  . 
You  can  now  say  you  did  not  suspect  it,  or  the  j 
necessity  for  it : That  I cannot  be  the  causa  of  l 
it.  I have  left  you  sundry  notes,  which  when 
you  receive  them,  you  are  to  discharge  the  de- 
mands with,  that  are  upon  me- personally.  As  i 
the  books  are  gone,  take  a waste  book,  and 
make  entries  of  every  thing  .from  this  day  tlmt  j 
occurs.  What  you  are  to  discharge  is  hills  of  . 
Exchange  accepted  by  me,  or  what  is  drawn 
by  my  brother  or  my  father;  also  notes  of  my 
hand  aud  accounts,  that  James  aud  you  know 
to  be  due,  or  liave  reason  to  believe  it.  You  1 
are  not  to  pay  upon  account  of  mv  indorse-  * 
ment  to  'any  thing,  but  to  keep  an  exact  uc-  i 
count  of  nil  demands  of  tbat  sort  and  transmit 
me,  of  what  kind  soevi  r.  Tell  every  body  all 
my  personal  debts  will  be  paid,  and  that  I my- 
self will  soon  appear  again  ; I do  not  owe  6 J. 
to  Stanton.  If  you  nre  asked  about  my  af- 
fairs, when  you  must  answer,  tell  them,  as  to 
yourself,  I paid  you  20 L per  unnom  for  my 
board,  and  30/.  for  James  Thomson,  and  20/. 
for  the  use  of  your  hunse,  hut  that  you  were 
in  the  Corporation’s  service:  That  James 
Thomson  did  the  business  that  was  with  my 
fatlier  in  the  Exchanges  for  me,  but  that  I pro- 
posed to  have  given  it  up  to  you,  and  then  you 
were  to  have  left  the  Corporation  : That  you 
kept  my  books  for  two  years  past,  hut  tliat  I 
had  many  accounts  which  you  never  saw  nor  . 
had.  And  if  you  are  asked  about  sir  Archi- 
bald, say  that  sir  Archibald  Grant  has  a large 
account  in  the  books,  but  it  was  some  time  ago 
balanced  : That  Deunis  Bund  has  the  same 
just  balanced  : That  Mr.  Mann  has  sever*! 
accounts  in  the  books  balanced:  That 'Mr- 
.‘JwfcBwnjiiMf.iSqulg^i-cfliitsib  i-Surioughsj  hM 
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each  an  account  in  the  book  all  of  old  standing, 
upon  which  they  are  indebted  small  sums  i 
That  many  other  people  have,  which  for  want 
of  the  books  you  cannot  tell : That  l have 
traded,  to  Alicaut  in  Spain,  and  to  Lisbon,  and 
that  I have  effects  in  both  those  places  now  ; 
That  I also  traded  to  Petershurgh  formerly, 
but  for  a twelvemonth  past  1 had  sent  nothing 
thither  but  tin,  for  which  1 had  had  remittances 
made  to  me,  und  that  you  believe  there  is  little 
due  to  ine  there:  Thut  1 have  sent  no  goods 
abroad  very  lately  of  any  kind.  Give  up  to 
the  Corporation  nil  the  wines  in  Johnson's 
hands  ; also  the  yarn  in  Mr.  Warren’s.  Obey 
my  cousin  Watson’s  orders  if  you  can,  and 
write  to  him  ; write  to  Mr.  Unrt  of  Bristol, 
you  will  send  his  vouchers,  and  that  what  is 
due  to  him  will  be  remitted.  There  is  200 /. 
note,  and  100/.  I gave  to  David  Avery  ; do  not 
pay  them,  but  insist  on  his  doing  it,  and  de- 
livering them  up : Also  ISO/,  indorsement  of 
his  note.  Tell  James  I have  by  Richard  Hamil- 
ton satisfied  my  notes  to  Dr.  Burnet  for  300/. 
and  200/.  and  thnt  lie  will  receive  n surplus 
from  Mr.  Hamilton,  which  it  is  proper  he  should 
call  for  : And  likewise  tell  Mr.  Hamilton,  it  ' 
to  pay  off  other  small  demands  upon  me. 

“ Tell  James  1 have  provided  for  Richard 
Markland’s  300/.  by  Jemmy  Jenkins,  from 
whom  I expect  he  will  receive  a surplus  like- 
wise ; desire  him  to  press  for  it,  and  tell  him  it 
is  to  pay  off  many  small  demands  there  is  upon 
me.  Be  very  watchful  of  all  letters  both  fo- 
reign and  inland,  to  tnke  them  up  as  they  come. 
If  any  remittances,  keep  them,  and  advise  mo 
thereof;  be  watchful  of  goods  coming  from 
Petersburg!).  Let  John  Cruickslmnk  take  them 
up,  mid  sell  them  for  account  of  C.  and  T.  and 
pass  the  proceeds  to  their  account.  Be  watch- 
ful of  remittances  from  Dr.  Wright,  or  cap- 
tain Innis,  or  letters  which  come  to  the  Sword- 
Blade  coffee-house;  If  any  remittances,  try  if 
you,  can  prevent  their  being  reported  in  iny 
nmne,  and  put  in  the  name  of  B.  and  C.  and 
let  them  take  up  the  goods,  and  pay  you  tlie 
proceeds.  Write  to  ilnllitvell  what  has  hap- 
pened, and  let  him  ship  fur  the  future  to  you  in 
your  own  iiBiue,  and  tel]  the  gentlemen  of  it. 
Write  Fabricius  the  same  ; write  Bain  so  too. 
Be  hind  to  my  brother  Sam,  visit  him  often, 
nnd  help  him  to  settle  his  accounts ; and  do 
what  service  you  can  to  my  brother  David. 

“ I have  a note  of  hand  to  John  Gordon,  esq. 
due  the  15th  insiant  for  300/.  get  him  to  take 
itup.and  insist  upon  it ; for  I will  not  pay  it; 
for  amongst  the  papers  1 have  left  you,  you  will 
find  his  note  payable  at  the  same  time  for  100/. 
and  his  receipt  for  jewels  to  the  vnlue  of  230/. 
which  I gave  him,  and  if  he  does  not  pay  it, 
tell  the  holder  of  the  note,  thnt  Lieut  him  the 
note  ; and.  that  (bough  I pny  my.  Own  just 
debts,  I tv  id  not  pay  a burrowed  note.  I 
have. some  shares  to  take  at  the  opening  bought 
bv  Benm-t ; las  1 shall  not  take  them,  desire 
Rennet  to  give  you  a note  of  the  loss  sustained 
thereby,' in  order  to  transmit  to  me.  Receive 
from  Robert',<j®deii‘laiti:alJisr!tfCt  ■{'OtSiL'  tnrd" 


1732.— io  the  Charitable  Corporaiim.  [1114 

another  for  90  shares,  which  I oblige  myself  to 
deliver  at  die  opening,  because  I have  satisfied 
both.  Settle  the  account  with  J.  Cruioksliank, 
and  take  patience  to  do  it  ; you  know  him  full 
well,  so  [ will  gay  no  morn.  Send  Westby’a 
note  to  uiy  lather,  and  desire  him  to  push  for 
the  payment  of  it ; tell  him  be  is  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  Customs  at  Edinburgh. 
Captain  Randolph's  tohaccnes,  upon  which 
there  is  0,000/.  borrowed,  the  keys  of  the  ware- 
houses are  in  Warren’s  hands.  Give  an  ac- 
count of  that  to  the  company,  tliat  they  may 
take  thorn.  Tell  every  body  you  expect  me  to 
appear  in  a few  days  ; that’you  expect  to  hear 
where  to  call  for  me  in  a day  or  two.  Let  no- 
body know  from  you  whothas  happened  ; let  it 
break  out  of  itself.  Remember  me  to  Mrs. 
Leafe,  and  be  assured  of  my  being  always 
yours,  J.T.”' 

Thomas  Leafe  also  acknowledged  this  to  be 
Thomson's  hand,  and  said  he  had  received 
money  for  two  notes  since  Thomson  went  away; 
but  has  not  made  any  eutries  since,  and  has 
not  kept  any  account  of  demands  on  bills  of 
exchange  accepted  by  him,  notes  for  money 
borrowed,  and  notes  indorsed,  but  believes 
Thomson  would  pay  his  private  debts  first. 
And  said  thnt  C.  T.  in  the  said  letter,  meant 
Cruikshimks  and  Thomson,  merchants  at 
Petershurgh,  and  B.  and  C.  Blackwood  and 
Cnthcart,  who  formerly  had  dealings  with  the 
said  Thomson. 


“ Dear  Tom  ; 

“ My  conduct  and  behaviour  to  yon  in  keep- 
ing you  iu  die  dark  as  to  my  intention  of  re- 
tiring, is  ivliat  you  now  must  approve  of;  for 
as  1 must  needs  suppose  you  will  be  strictly 
questioned  upon  that  bead ; and  thnt  they 
would  give  you  trouble  upon  that  account, 
from  your  being  so  nearly  concerned  in  my 
affairs;  so  your  declaring  wiili  confidence  your 
ignorance  of  that  intention,  and  iny  removing 
from  you  rov  Books  and  Papers  in  the  manner 
I did,  must  be  of  service,  and  I doubt  not  it  is 
proving  so. 

“I  found  it  necessary  from  the  uncertain 
tnrn  that  tliiogs  might  tnke,  to  go  abroad, 
where  I am  now  safe  with  a friend  that  most 
tenderly  compassionates  my  case.  I need  not 
tell  you  what  n chain  of  nnlucky  accidents  re- 
duced me  to  this  necessity ; yon  must  have  ob- 
served them,  and  often  pitied  my  situation ; 
God  grant  me  patience  under  them,  and  I 
shall  do  every  body  justice:  The  company 
must  tnke  the  will  fur  the  deed  in  my  doing 
what  I can;  I had  no  intention  to  hurt  them, 
but  the  fatality  of  their  affairs  from  the  source 
of  tlieir  misfortune,  which  is  of  long  duration, 
did  not  admit  of  looking  back.  I Imre  wrote 
the  gentlemen  a .joint,  and  also  all  separate 
letters;  but  I have  not  acquainted  them  with 
niy  hung  abroad,  which  it  is  proper  you  should 
feJltjwjrl'uiinioitg  I «6ri4cBlj«eirwfi*tn  itoeption  my 
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letters  meet  with,  and  I expect  it  from  you  ; 
let  me  know  nil  you  have  heard  and  observed, 
and  the  worst  at  well  as  the  best,  fur  my  govern- 
ment; 'that  I -may  conduct  myself  accordingly; 
and  prny  lose  no  rime  in  doing  it; 

" Let  ine  know  what  questions  linve  been 
put  to  you,  nnd  also  to  Mr.  Faikney  and  James, 
and  how  you  answered  them  ? 

“ Let  me  know  how  Mr.  Faikney  behaves. 

“ How  have  they  ordered  the  sale? 

“ Have  they  taken  an  inventory  of  the  good* 
of  the  house  ? 

“ How  does  Mr.  VVainwrigbt  behave? 

“ Do  they  know  of  my  being  gone  abroad?  ' 

“ Take  an  opportunity  to  ask  sir  A.G.  if 
he  has  any  thing  to  commnndnie;  and  that  if, 
he  writes,  you  will  give  it  me. 

“ Has  Mr.  Woolley  sent  all  the  goods  he  had 
in  his  custody  into  the  new  house  taken  in 
Spittle  fields  as  he  intended;  if  he  has,  let 
the  company  know  there  is  n quantity  of  goods  , 
there;  but  ihe  particulars  you  caiinot  give 

“ Let  the  Company  know  that  the  clock 
upon  which  there  is  250/.  lent,  is  in  Mr.  Ken’s  . 
custody  their  solicitor  in  parliament. 

“ Give  them  au  account  of  the  Barilla  where 
it  lies. 

“ Let  them  know  the  tobacco,  nnd  also  the 
yarn,  is  in  Mr.  Warren’s  custody. 

“ Take  care  that  a quantity  of  wines  to  sa- 
tisfy Seward  and  company  465/.  be  set  apart 
for  that  purpose. 

“ Get  the  keys,  of  the  rest  of  tiie  wine, 
nnd  deliver  up;  we  must  find  means  to  satisfy 
Mr.  Johnson's  account  abstracted  from  them 
nil ; and  he  may  depend  on  it. 

“ Let  me  know  the  price  they  have  run 
the  shares  down  to,  nnd  if  any  has  been  bought 
or  sold. 

“ Let  me  know  if  you  can  lenrn,  whnt  reso- 
lutions have  been  taken  in  the  Committee. 

“ If  they  call  a general  court,  be  there,  or 
somebody,  to  hear  what  passes. 

“ Let  nia  know  how  Mr.  Warren  behaves, 
and  Wiint  lie  lias  done. 

“ Send  me  the  price  of  York. 

“ Let  me  know  when  it  was  discovered  at 
the  office,  my  absenting  myself. 

“ Pray  open  a seit  of  books,  and  keep  them, 
of  the  transactions  that  pass  henceforwnrds. 

“ flee.  Bain’s  accounts  as  formerly,  and  keep 
up  a correspondence  witli  him,  also  with  Hal- 
liwell;  and  who  else  you  judge  proper. 

“Send  mean  Bbstmit  df  the  letters  you 
have  received,  and  if  any  remittances,  send 
them  to  me-to  be  endorsed. 

“ Let  me  have  nn  account  of  what  money 
you  have  paid  since  the  Inst  you  gave  me,  nnd 
also  of  whuc  you  have  received. 

“ Have  you  been  able  to  pay  nil  the  bills  as 
they  became  dire? 

“ If  you  have  100/.  to  spare,  pay  it  to  my 
brother  DnvitL— many  things  must  have  oc- 
cufted  in  my  a Hairs— I hope  you  will  have 
taken  memorandums  of  them — Give  me  a bint 
of  every  tft trig-dra1  Jms: diMppeted,  ■ ^refresh- 
my  memory. 


“ I want  much  to  pny  off  the  little  debts 
and  demands  that  are  upon  me. 

“ As  to  debts  not  due,  tell  them  they  shall 
be  paid  when  due,  but  pray  recollect  ns  many 
of  them  as  yon  con,  and  give  me  an  account  of 
them. 

“ Sell  the  two  M.  York,  for  which  you  have 
n power  from  Mr.  William  Richardson  amour- 
the  papers  I left  to  be  delivered  you,  if  yon 
want  money. 

“ The  bundle  of  papers  I left  for  you  were 
notes  and  bonds,  about  which  you  shall  hare 
my  directions  soon,  in  the  mean  time  send  me 
an  account  of  them  : 

“ Andndd  to  them  what  notes,  &c.  James 
had  in  his  hands,  and-  also  what  you  had. 

“ Do  not  meddle  with  my  Accounts  of 
Shares,  where  money  is  borrowed;  those  ac- 
counts I will  take  care  of  myself,  and  also  niy 
account  with  the  company ; but  mind  every 
thing  else;  and  let  Jnmesdo  the  same. 

“ I had  no  time  to  take  a copy  of  the  letter 
I wrote  you  before ; so  I must  desire  you  will 
answer  in  course,  and  omit  nothing,  lest  I 
should  forget  wliat  I wrote  you  in  it. 

“ I am  sensible  you  have  a very  troublesome 
task  of  it,  but  I persuade  myself  you  will 
bear  witli  it  at  present  (I  hope  it  will  not  be 
long)  and  labour  to  answer  me  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, ns  you  must  be  sensible  of  the  anxiety 
I suffer:  Let  James  see  this,  and  do  you  read 
his;  but  let  nobody  else  see  either.  Do  you 
keep  the  cash  and  notes,  nod  pay  what  de- 
mands are  upon  me:  And  if  what  you  have 
will  not  do  it,  I will  make  application, and  have 
it  done.  I left  Mr.  Dundass's  papers  with  you ; 
take  care  of  them,  and  state  the  acconnt.  Tell 
John  Hamilton  to  go  to  the  Leicester  coffee- 
house for  a letter  directed  to  him  there,  and  if 
he  warns  a little  money,  let  him  have  it  upon 
iris  receipt.  I left  a power  of  attorney  with 
yon:  ifyou  should  at  any  time  be  at  a non- 
plus to  act  in  my  stead,  direct  for  me  under  a 
Cover  directed  to  George  Dowes,  esq.  at 
Bologne.  Remember  me  to  Mrs.  Leafe.  Dear 
Tom,  your  disconsolate,  J.  T.” 

Thomas  Leafe  likewise  acknowledged  the 
same  to  be  Thomson’s  hand  : And  being 
asked  what  Thomson  meant,  in  the  said  letter, 
by  ‘ I need  not  tell  you  what  a chain  of  unlucky 
‘ accidents  reduced  me  to  this  necessity ; yon 
* must  have  observed  them,  rind  often  pitied  my 
‘ situation/  he  said,  he  believes  Thomson 
meant  the  large  account  of  cash  due  from  Ro- 
binson to  him,  and  tliat  Mr.  Burrough  and  Mr. 
Squire  were  privy  to,  and  concerned  in,  the 
loss  of  the  said  money,  and  possibly  sir  Archi- 
bald Grant. 

And  he  further  said,  Thnt  about  a year  ago 
an  unlucky  accident  happened  to  the  said  gen- 
tlemen, That  they  lostaoote  100,000/.  by  York 
Buildings  Stock.  That  Robinson,  and  those 
concerned  with  him,  took  all  methods  to  keep 
np  the  price  of  stock,  by  buying  and  continuing 
the  same  by  premiums,  and  apprehends  the 
' iGottpotpriod  rooney  'ivas  .made! m*  of  by  Roma- 
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son  and  Thomson  from  the  beginning,  and  they 
were  forced  to  go  on.  Being  asked  if  he  had 
spoke  to  sir  Archibald  Grant,  as  Thomson  de- 
sired ; he  said,  he  did  speak  to  him ; nud  sir 
Archibald  'said,  he  had  the  same  value  for 
him  as  he  had  before,  and  was  concerned  for 
him.  Being  asked  where  he  spoke  to  him, 
he  said  lie  believed  It  was  at  the  general 


Another  Letter,  dated  January  the  30th,  1733 : 
not  signed,  or  from  what  place. 

“ Dear  Tom,  Jan.  30,  1733. 

“ I have  received  allyours  regulurly ; so  that 
you  need  he  under  no  concern  about  them,  nor 
can  1 discover  that  any  one  letter  has  missed 
coming  regularly  to  my  hands.  - 1 won’t  begin 
to  answer  yours  iu  course,  but  say  things  as  they  J 

“ Have  you  received  Thomas  Lake's  note 
from  Mr.  Crawford  payable  to  yourself  for , 
185/.  If  you  have  not,  I desire  you  will 
do  it. 

“ Give  Mr.  Crawford,  Lake's  and  Richard’s 
bond  for  500 1.  which  I think  is  not  executed  by 
the  last. 

“ Pray  take  care  to  answer  from  time  to  time  , 
what  letters  my  father  writes  to  you. 

“ What  is  become  of  the  ship  load  of  ore  that 
arrived,  since  I came  away  from  Norway,  aud 
bow  stand  affairs  in  that  corner? 

11  I sec  there  are  several  notes  in  your  hands, 
that  are  due.  I hope  you  have  taken  the  me- 
thod I desired  to  obtain  payment  of  them  : 
Let  me  know  if  you  have  met  any  hindrance  in 
any  of  them.  AH  the  money  I want  at  present 
or  shall  have  occasion  for,  (I  hope,  before  you 
will  have  ten  times  as  much  in  band,J  to  pay 
my  little  debts,  I hope  is  a?  follows  : 

“ To  George  Downs,  esq.  30/.  which  I in- 
treat you  will  send  him,  without  losing  a day’s 
time,  in  new  guineas,  to  Boulogne,  by  the  first 
ship  : David  Avery  will  give  you  n direction  ; 
he  has  been  here,  and  parted  six  dnys  ago  ; 
For  the  future  give  all  the  letters  to  him  dial . 
you  write  me,  or  receive  from  my  friends ; for  I 
judge  it  necessary  to  change  my  way  of  ad- 
dress ; and  he  will  for  the  future  forward  them 
in  a different  manner:  Tell  James  so  too, 

whenever  you  can ; and  let  it  be  as  soon  as 
possible,  x desire  you  wiU  remit  a bill  of 
300/.  upon  Paris  at  sight,  payable  to  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Wogan ; do  not  let  it  be  for  value  of  you, 
but  any  name  you  think  proper,  and  send  it  iu 
a letter  to  himself  directed  thus  : A Monsieur 

Chevalier  de  Wogan,  a Sorbonne,  a Paris.  , 

owe  him  money  nlready  ; he  has  been  very 
kind  to  me,  and  I would  very  gladly  reimburse  j 
him.  I promised  David  Avery  00/.  but  you  1 
Lave  two  notes  will  do  as  well,  via.  Bruges  i 
for  40/.  and  Billingsley  for  50/.  Give  him  also 
bis  bond  for  1000/.  and  take  his  receipt  for  ail 
three.  Write  but  seldom  for  three  months,  and 
expect  to  hear  but  seldom  from  me  iu  that  time, 
because  I have  some  tlioaghts  of  going  into 
Spain,  and  fBp'thatil-hisa!Sfe1'sSfittti 


things  of  you  immediately.  I menu  by  the  first 
or  second  post  after  you  receive  this. 

“The  first  is,  if  you  possibly  can  accomplish 
it,  that  you  remit  that  money ; Secondly, 
That  you  would  write  me  a very  particular 
account  of  every  thing  that  has  passed  since 
your  last  : Aud  lastly,  that  you  would  let  me 
know  what  passed  between  Mr.  Bermingbnm 
and  you  before  be  parted  from  Loudon  ; and 
if  youlhiuk  the  assignee  has  taken  any  steps 
to  secure  my  effects  in  his  hands. 

" Have  you  never  any  conversation  with  sir 
A.  G.  ? Pray  how  does  lie  helmve  ? 

“ If  you  have  not  sold  tho  2,000  York,  pray 
do  not  do  it,  but  put  it  into  the  name  of  some 
friend  of  yours,  and  keep  it,  till  I write  you 
further. 

“Let  me  know  where  C.  B.  is  gone,  and 
what  reasons  are  given  for  his  absenting  iiiiu- 
se!f?  _ 

“ Will  J.  C.  be  able  to  save  any  thing  f 

“ You  should  advise  him  to  keep  idl  in  his 
hands  he  can,  in  case  Chappel  should  prove  in* 
solvent : And  there  are  other  things  come  be- 
sides the  three  bales  of  linen. 

“ Our  meeting  now  cannot  in  any  event  he 
till  after  the  parliament  rises  ; for  I reckon  the 
affair  is  there  by  this  lime,  notwithstanding 
Mr.  W.’s  opinion  to  Lire  contrary.  But  I have 
uo  coucern  upon  me  about  your  behaviour 
there,  or  any  where  else ; mid  as  to  the  rest,  I 
do  not  mind  it  much. 

“ I shall  he  greally  pleased  to  hear  that  you 
have  been  able  to  pay  Dr.  Burnet  the  remain- 
der of  my  notes : lor  he  really  gave  me  greut 
uneasiness. 

“ 1 hope  you  have  prevailed  on  Richard 
Hamilton  to  keep  the  York  for  me.  Pray  pay 
the  interest  up  to  this  time, -nnd  take  up  my 
note,  nud  take  his  to  deliver  you  the  6 M. 
York  six  months  hence,  upon  paying  him 
900/.  nnd  interest.  Urge  this,  and  get  it  done 
if  you  possibly  can,  though  it  is  not  of  that  va- 
lue at  present ; there  is  no  danger  in  standing 
it : As  to  the  security  he  has  on  the  defeazance 
for  London  assurance  shares  from  Hatfield,  1 
desire  you  will  get  Mr.  Woodcraft  immediately 
to  sue  Hatfield  for  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  there  is 
no  danger  of  his  recovering  the  difference, 
which  is  full  300/.  I have  known  several  in- 
stances of  it.  If  you  can  get  to  be  warehouse- 
keeper upon  a salary  of  150/.  per  annum,  l 
would  certainly  ndviso  you  to  accept  of  it ; and 
as  you  know>  my  situation  exactly,  if  by  any 
side  wind  I can  he  of  service  to  you,  count 
upon  it.  D.  A.  wrote  to  me  to  the  same  pur- 
pose before  he  came  hither,  and  I discouraged 
it ; this  to  yourself.  If  you  do  not  sucoeed, 
do  not  be  uneasy  about  it.  because  you  may 
depend  you  shall  never  have  cause  to  repent 
your  attachment  to  me : and  I bear  a very 
strong  sense  of  it  at  present.  Pray  is  not  cap- 
tain lanes  arrived  from  (he  Havonnah  yet  ? If 
he  is,  let  me  know  what  you  have  received  from 
Mr.  Wright,  and  what  from  himself.  I shall 
write  to  James  very  particularly  about  following 
yoiJrig'T,figtitbV'tiw^niktp»3W:»'gil>i'-hirathcra- 
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fore  bis  two  ndtes.  I have  inclosed  sent  you  n 
letter  to  J.  C.  read,  seal  and  deliver  it ; I leave 
it  open  for  your  government.  If  be  will  give 
you  bills  payable  to  yourself  on  C.  T.  and  com- 
pany, for  the  sum  of  the  inclosed  bills  payable 
tour  months  hence,  take  them,  and  give  him 
the  inclosed,  with  the  letter  of  advice ; other- 
wise keep  both,  and  let  me  know  but  if  he 
does  give  you  the  bills,  forward  them  to  them1 
selves,  mid  bid  them,  when  due,  pass  them  to 
your  account,  not  mentioning  me.  Adieu,  dear 
Tom,  my  best  wishes  attends  Mrs.  L. 

“ If  you  are  examined  on  Mr.  Rob.  Com. 
say  you  have  seen  a large  Account,  whereby  be 
stood  debtor ; but  you  understood  it  to  be  to 
the  Company,  not  to  me,  as  I had  not  the 
money  to  give  him ; that  I had  the  account 
myself,  but  that  you  believe  the  balance  due 
by  him  was  two  hundred  thou  . . . and  up- 
wards, which  is  all  true;  avoid  being  parti- 
cular.” 

Thomas  Leafe  said  it  was  Thomson’s  hand- 
writing. And’  being  asked,  where  and  to  whom 
Thomson  was  to  make  application  for  him  to 
be  warehouse  keeper  to  the  corporation,  he 
said,  he  could  not  tell.  Being  asked,  whatwas 
meant,  “ If  by  a side  wind  I can  serve  you." 
Ho  said,  he  did  not  know,  unless  it  was  by 
some  of  his  friends ; and  that  D.  A.  in  the  said 
letter  stands  for  David  Avery,  J.  C.  for  John 
Cruickshnnks,  and  C.  and  T.  and  Co.  stands 
for  Cruicksbanks,  Thomson  and  company. 
And  being  asked,  what  reason  Mr.  W.  gave  for 
his  opinion,  he  said,  Mr.  Woodcraft  said,  that, 
as  no  proof  could  be  bad  against  the  directors, 
nothing  could  be  done  in  it  in  parliament. 

Jeremiah  Wuinwright  said,  That  the  Satur- 
day morning  before  Thomson  went  away,  he 
borrowed  the  examinant’s  pledge  book,  and 
bnok  of  redemptions,  on  pretence  of  his  mak- 
ing up  his  account  of  the  last  sale,  saying,  he 
could  not  get  at  his  own  pledge  book,  Mr. 
Leafe  baviog  the  same  locked  up  in  his  desk, 
being  then  out  of  the  way;  which  books  cannot 
now  be  found. 

Thomas  Leafe  said,  That  Thomson  had  all 
the  books  of  the  Corporation,  wlien  be  pleased  ; 
that  a sole  book  and  two  pledge  journals  are 
wanting;  one  of  which  pledge  journals  was 
Thomson's  own,  and  the  other  Mr.  VYnin- 

John  Richardson,  clerk  to  the  cashier,  said, 
That  about  a month  before  Thomson  went 
oway,  his  desk  in  the  office  on  Lawrence  Pount- 
ncy  Hill,  was,  us  he  believes,  broke  open,  and 
dow  believes,  it  was  done  by  Thomson.  That 
there  was  in  the  said  desk  1,000/.  in  bonds  and 
some  money,  and  a great  number  of  signed  and 
ynsigttod  receipts  on  the  back  of  certfficates  ; 
that  when  he  came  the  next  day  lie  found  his 
desk  open,  and  the  lock  broke,  and  the  signed 
and  unsigned  certificates  only  missing;  he  com- 
plained of  it  to  Mr.  Wainwright  his  principal, 
who  making  inquiry  about  it,  Willium  Sheriff, 
porter  to  the  house,  told  the  said  Wainwright, 
that  Thomson  asked  for  the  key  of  the  office, 
and  be  gat®,  «l  tlwt;Sfc®yrb,9thi WSlttrji* r 
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together;  and  that  ho,  Sheriff,  endeavouring (o 
open  the  window  next  morning,  fell  on  the  desk 
uud  broke  it.  ’ 

John  Ray, messenger  to  the  said  Corporation 
said,  That  on  Monday  morning  about  6 iveri-s 
before  Thomson  went  nwny,  Mr.  Wainwright 
complained  to  Thomson  that  his  desk  had  been 
broken  open,  and  4 or  500  certificates  were 
taken  away,  and  seemed  very  angry,  and  said  , 
that  it  must  be  his  servant  that  had  done  jt  jn 
opening  the  windows ; Thomson  smiling  fe. 
plied,  that  for  the  value  of  10s.  lie  would  speak 
to  the  gentleman  and  get  new  ones  in  their  < 
stead,  and  asked  Wainwright  if  he  thought, tips 
fellow  would  take  them,  that  they  were  not 
worth  a farthing  to  him,  and  likewise  asked  1 
him,  if  he  thought  he,  Thomson,  would  take  ji 
them,  and  further  added,  that  Tench  was  a 
careless  man,  and  had  lost  them ; Wainwright 
said,  he  did  not  care  which  way  they  were 
gone  : he  would  acquaint  the  Committee  with  ] 
it.  The  examinant  further  said,  that  Thomson  | 
had  been  in  Wainwrigbt’s  office  the  Saturday 
night  before  by  himself. 

Your  Committee  find,  throughout  the  whole  I 
course  of  thc-ir  Examination,  that  the  persons 
intrusted  with  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  I 
the  said  Corporation,  bad  nothing  in  their  view  j 
but  to  enhance  the  prices  of  their  shares. 

Mr.  Higgs,  their  secretary,  said,  in  the  years  I] 
1725  and  1726,  divers  Courts  of  Committee  J 
were  held  to  consult  the  opening  Houses  to  j 
lend  money  upon  pledges ; That  he,  sir  Robert 
Sutton,  at  the  first,  sir  John  Meres  uud  Mr. 
Gnscoigue  all  along,  were  for  keeping  to  the 
intent  of  their  charter,  in  lending  money  in 
small  sums  to  the  poor,  but  the  majority  wore 
for  lendiog  money  in  the  city  in  large  sums ; j 
and  Mr.  Bond,  who  was  of  the  majority,  said. 
Damn  the  poor,  let  us  go  iuto  the  city,  where 
we  may  get  money. 

Sir  John  Meres  said,  that  captain  Burroughs, 
Mr.  Squire  and  sir  Archibald  Grant,  and  soaie 
Olliers  in  tho  direction,  proposed  to  open  ano- 
ther house : that  he  proposed  Exeter  Exchange ; 
but  those  gentlemen  thought  it  would  be  more 
proper  to  have  it  near  die  Royal  Exchange, 
saying,  What  signifies  stock,  if  it  is  not  sale- 
able. That  having  occasion  fur  money,  about 
Michaelmas  last,  lie  went  into  the  city  to  sell 
some  Charitable  Corporation  shores : and,  ns 
he  was  going,  stopped  nt  his  goldsmith’s,  and 
told  him,  lie  was  come  to  do  the  suine,  »!io 
found  him  a purchaser  at  4/.  16s.  per  share, 
which  was  under  pur  : that  he  went  on  loPoil- 
tac’s,  where  lie  met  with  sir  Robert  Button  nud 
sir  Arcliibnld  Grant  ; and  acquainting  them 
with  his  intention,  the  latter  dissuaded  him  from 
selling  his  shares,  for  that  in  three  days  the  di- 
vidend would  be  declared,  and  then  the  share* 
would  rise.  That  some  time  nfter  the  liegin- 
nmg  of  last  session  of  parliament,  tlie  exiuni- 
ntuit  had  discourse  witn  sir  Robert  Sutton  at 
sir  Robert  Sutum's  house,  about  the  large  stuns 
of  money,  as  he  had  been  informed,  were  » 
Robinson’s  hands,  which  he  heard  wasbotnw* 
iSSjOOOAfetlllifikrltBlirW « PRSde  sUgiH  otu, 
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minded ; though  some  person  in  the  Committee 
bad  formerly  expressed  the  same  mistrust  long 
time  since  (and  produced  to  the  Committee  the 
said  ucoount,  which  was  delivered  to  sir  Archi- 
bald Grant  by  VVainwright,  and  given  to  the 
examinaut,  which 'was  read)  but  the  examinant 
applied  no  more  at  that  time. 

That  about  the  middle  of  May  last,  the  exa- 
minant applied  to  sir  Archibald  Grant  for  a 
history  of  the  Corporation,  and  at  the  same 
time  desired  to  know,  if  he  could  tell  him,  how 
he  might  buy  some  shares.  Sir  Archibald  re- 

Clied,  he  could  not  tel!  him  where  to  get  any ; 
at  a few  days  after,  Mr.  Higgs  made  a bargain 
with  the  examinant  for  200  shnres  at  Ql.  per 
slinre,  and  sir  Archibald  Grant  appearing  in  it, 
the  examinant  was  dissatisfied ; whereupon  the 
examinant,  in  the  beginning  of  June  last,  ap- 
plied to  sir  Robert  Sutton,  and  desired  to  know 
of  him  the  state  of  the  Corporation,  and  in  case 
he  could  give  him  encouragement,  he  would 
buy  considerably;  who  informed  him. he  was 
very  safe,  and  that  their  capital  was  worth  5/. 
per  share,  and  1,400/.  profits  on  their  whole 
capital.  And  sir  Robert  asking  the  examinant 
what  price  he  could  buy  shares  at,  the  exami- 
nant replied.  5/.  15s.  upon  which  sir  Robert 
Sotton  lift  up  his  hands  with  great  admiration, 
and  said  they  were  prodigious  cheap. 

That  sir  Robert  Sutton  owned  to  the  exami- 
nant iu  October  last,  nml  since  Thomson  went 
away,  that  he  had  a mistrust  in  the  spring,  that 
the  money  in  Robinson’s  hands  was  not  safe, 
and  not  a good  debt ; though  sir  Robert  never 
owned  the  same  to  the  examinant,  upon  his 
application  to  him  in  June. 

Tlmt  nt  the  time  the  examinant  was  talking 
with  sir  Archibald  Grant  at  the  Corporation 
house  in  the  city,  the  examinant  asked  him  if 
the  court  yard  mid  building  over  against  him 
belonged  to  the  Corporation ; sir  Archibald  re- 
plied, it  did,  and  was  fall  of  goads : but  the 
examinaut  has  heard  since,  that  the  same  be- 
longed to  Mrs.  Crawley. 


and  said,  he  beliered  it  might  be  10  or  12,000/. 
for  which  Robinson  hud  given  good  security; 
and  that  he  was  responsible  to  answer  double 
the  money,  and  persuaded  die  examinant  to 
keep  his  stock,  and  pay  in  upon  his  shares. 

Duvid  Avery  said,  Thomson  told  him,  That 
if  they  hnd  gamed  nn  Act  of  parliament,  it 
would  have  patched  them  np,  and  they  might 
have  gone  on  doing  business,  and  people  would 
have  becu  contented,  if  they  had  paid  interest 
on  their  notes,  and  mnde  dividends  without 
looking  nfier  their  principal,  and  that  oilier 
companies  were  in  as  bad  n condition  as  they 
were,  if  as  strictly  inquired  into. 

John  Edwin,  esq.  a considerable  proprietor, 
being  examined,  said,  Tliat  about  the  beginning  , 
of  September  last,  the  examinant  had  a mistrust 
the  Charitable  Corporation  was  not  in  a good  j 
condition,  and  applied  to  Mr.  Thomas  Benkc,  j 
one  of  the  assistants,  nrid  informed  him,  that  | 
he  heard  the  capital  was  embezzled,  and  i 
that  they  had  divided  out  the  principal,  and 
that  there  were  not  pledges  sufficient  to  un-  I 
swer  the  money  lent ; and  desired,  for  the 
tisfaction  of  himself  and  his  friends,  to  insp 
. their  books  nnd  accounts ; Mr.  Beake  replied, 
that  if  tile  examinant  woold  write  a letter  to 
him,  he  would  carry  the  same  to  the  Comrnit- 

That  of  the  9 th  of  September,  the  examinant 
wrote  a letter  to  Mr.  Beake  (which  he  produced 
to  the  Committee)  which  he  sent  to  him,  but 
had  no  answer  in  writing,  but  said,  Mr.  Beake 
informed  the  examinant  the  next  day,  that  the 
said  letter  was  read  at  the  Committee,  and  if 
he  would  meet  him  at  the  Corporation  house 
on  Saturday  next,  he  should  be  satisfied ; the 
examinant  went  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Bur- 
roughs and  Mr.  Beake  were  there ; that 
several  books  were  throwed  on  the  table; 
that  lie  was  told  by  Burroughs  it  being  Satur- 
day they  were  in  haste;  and  he  hnd  no  oppor- 
tunity to  make  remarks  thereon ; hut  then  de- 
sired Mr.  Burroughs  and  Mr.  Beake  to  give  di- 
rections to  Wniowright,  to  3hew  the  examinant 
what  books  and  accomptshehadaroind  to  see; 
upon  the  Monday  following,  the  examinunt 
went  again,  but  VVainwright  was  unwilling  to 
give  him  any  insight,  or  shew  the  books  without 
farther  directions  from  Burroughs;  whereupon 
the  examinant  nnd  VVainwright  went  to  Bur- 
roughs, who  said,  he  could  not  shew  the  books 
witiiunt  the  order  of  the  Committee,  nnd  re- 
ferred him  to  attend  the  Committee  the  next 
day-;  upon  which  the  examinant  wrote  another 
letter,  dated  the  14th  of  September,  to  Mr. 
Beake,  complaining  of  the  usage  lie  met  with, 
and  went  again  to  the  Corporation  the  day  on 
which  the  letter  was  wrote.  And  when  he  came 
to  the  Corporation'  home,  nnd  the  directors 
were  above  stairs,  sir  Archibald  Grant  came 
down,  and  instead  of  satisfying  the  examinant, 
gnre  him  sketches  of  accounts  of  their  capital, 
and  informed  him,  dial  all  tilings  were  well,  and 
what  was  nimonfed  about  there  being  not  suf- 
ficient pledges  in  the  office  and  warehouse  for 
the  money  lcW,:*T9P^ef«^fiisiflSpSi«d  met  tn&fei 


"Sir,  Sept.  11, 1728. 

“ I have  this  nfiernoon  received  on  invita- 
tion to  Portae’s,  as  last  Monday,  to  diue  with 
Mr.  Burroughs  ; pray  let  me  know  what  ’twns 
for;  being  signed  by  Higgs,  I doubt  ’twas  to 
tell  them  of  the  enlargement : and  the  shores 
must  rise  of  course.  J have  wrote  to  Mr.  Ro- 
binson. on  whem  I have  always  depended,  for 
: of  them  ; hut  lie  has,  not  thought  fit  to  re- 

me  any  answer.  Pray  he  free,  aod  let  me 

know  what  is  doing,  and  ffie  price;  fur  I linve 
none  to  speak  of.  ' 1 think  I aih  hardly  dealt 
with  to  hold  so  many  for  him  nnd  Burroughs, 
and  not  have  been  consulted  and  bought  more. 
If  this  find  you  at  the  coffee-house,  write  by 
Jack ; ir  not,  pray  do  by  the  post.  All  here 
give  love  and  service.  I am  your  affectionate 
father,  Robert  Maxk."  • 
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1118,  from  Mr.  Torriano  to  Robert  Mann; 

“ Honoured  Sir,  Riuidnll's,  Sept.  12. 

“ I bail  llie  favour  of  yogr's  as  soon  ns  I 
capie  to  town  ; but  the  servant  you  sent  was 
gone,  so  that  I could  not  write  by  hint. 

“ I am  greatly  concerned,  that  you  have  so 
much  reason  to  complain ; but  upon  shewing 
your  letter  to  Mr.  Robinson  (which  I did  with 
some  resentment)  he  said,  it  was  not  his  fault, 
and  that  he  bad  advised  you  some  time  ago  to 
buy  shares;  and  that  at  present  he  knows  not 
what  to  do  for  you, the  price  being  so  advanced. 

I sold  50  shares  myself  to-day  at  10  guineas  a 
share,  and  I believe  I could  sell  500  shares  at 
the  same  price.  I do  not  find  a share  to.  be 
bought,  but  I hope  George  Robinson  will  help 
you  to  some  a little  cheaper.  If  I am  capable 
to  judge  auy  tiling,  they  will  very  quickly  come 
to  12  or  15.  I am  very  confidently  assured, 
we  have  the  promise  of  an  addition  of  200,0001. 
more,  which  will  add  greatly  to  the  value.  I 
bear  sir  Joliu  Meres  is  buying  in  all  lie  can  get. 
You  know  I told  you  t fancied  something  was 
a hatching,  for  I watched  them  with  a jealous 
eye,  and  so  narrowly,  that  I happily  scraped  up 
a' pretty  many  shares.  I believe  you  thought 
me  too  sanguine ; but  1 heartily  wish  you  had 
been  the  same.  If  there  is  any  thing  now  to 
he  done,  be  pleased  to  command  me.  For  you 
cun  never  conceive  how  much  satisfaction  I 
shall  receive,  in  being  capable  to  approve  my- 
self, Sir,  your  very  dutiful  and  obedient  son, 
John  Torriano." 

“ Old  Towers  is  dead.  I beg  my  mother  to 
accept  our  duties.  Be  pleased  to  present  our 
loves  and  services  to  the  vest  of  the  good  com- 
pany. 

By  a Letter  dnted  the  13th  of  September, 
1728,  from  Mr.  Maim  to  Mr.  Torriano;  viz. 

« Dear  Jack,  Sept.  13,  1728. 

“ I thank  you  lor  your  letter,  and  have  this 
day  received  one  from  Mr.  Robiuson,  in  which 
he  tells  me,  he  hath  bought  200  shares  at  lOf. 
JOi.  which  I shall  have  if  I please,  or  let  alone. 
They  nre  to  be  taken  on  Wednesday  next.  T 
have  not  returned  any  answer  to  him  till  1 
you.  which  I shall  desire  to  do  on  Snuday  n 
at  Chelsea,  where  I intend  to  he  ou  Saturday 
flight;  hut  in  the  mean  time,  if  you  can  pick 
hie  up  a hundred  or  two  at  a more  reasonable 
price,  I shall  be  glad;  or  if  you  think  worth 
while  for  me  to  do  Roy  thing  at  that  price, 
pray  do,  and  I’ll  thank  you:  But  all  my  fear  is, 
those  that  have  bought  at  very  low  prices,  will 
. think  it  worth  while  to  turn  out  after  so  great 
rise.  B»t  TU  be  guided  now  by  you.  Would 
I had  been  so  a month  ago.  I hope  to  lie  in 
town  by  four  to-morrow.  Leave  word  at  Unn- 
dall's,  if  I send,  where  you  are,  unless  you  go 
to  Putney  ; then  I 6hnll  see  you  some  time  on 
Sunday,  I hope.  My  service  and  love  to  all, 
with  your  mother,  is  from  your  affectionate 
father,  Robert  Mars." 

“ Don’t  let  any  one  know  of  my  writing  this 
to  you'.’’  imaao  iiigirisoi;  h'y  the  I Jnlvcrsity  of 


Your  Committee  have  examined  the  several 
Committee  Men  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  o(  the  said  Corporation,  uud 
their  assistants  (except  Mr.  Whichcot,  who  is 
now  out  of  town,  and  does  not  appear  to  huve 
acted  since  the  16th  of  October,  1729,  and 


of  them  being  Members  of  this  House,  and 
their 'Examinations  consisting  partly  in  excuses 
fur  themselves,  and  partly  to  nccuse  each 
other;  ynur  Committee  did  not  think  proper  to 
abridge  the  same,  but  have  inserted  them  at 
large,  viz. 

The  right  honourable  sir  Robert  Sutton,  on* 
of  the  Committee,  being  examined,  said,  That 
he  had  but  little  share  in  the  management  of 
the  Corporation,  and,  when  he  entered  upon 
it,  frequently  afterwards  declared,  thnt  he  nei- 
ther would  nor  could  attend  the  execution  of 
the  ordinary  business  of  the  Corporal  ion; 
that  when  they  first  entered  into  business, 
assistants  were  chosen  to  assist  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  ordinary  business;  and  soon 
after  a Committee  of  Accounts  were  chosen  at 
a general  court  of  nine  gentlemen,  who  were 
most  of  thsm  merchants,  or  men  bred  mid 
versed  in  business  and  understood  accounts ; 
and  afterwards  a resolution  passed,  that  all  the 
Committee  should  have  voices  at  the  said 
Committee  of  Accounts,  who  always  attended 
and  did  business:  that  he  was  ignorant  of  ac- 
counts, and  never  sat  down  at  a Committee  of 
Accounts  till  the  21st  of  July  1720,  and  then 
there  were  no  accounts  examined,  and  thought 
by  that,  it  was  another  Committee;  but  there 
was  not  any  other  Committee  at  that  titpe,  u» 
the  Examinant  believes  or  remembers;  and 
that  he  wns  assured  by  those  gentlemen,  that 
they  did  examine  the  accounts  minutely;  that 
two  gentlemen  of  theCommittee,  or  assistants, 
were  for  a long  time  named  and  appointed  la 
alt  end  on  stated  days  at  the  house  in  the  city, 
for  the  execution  of  the  ordinary  business  ol 
the  Corporation;  hut  that  he,  the  examinant, 
was  never  of  thnt  number ; by  which  it  appear- 
ed, tliili  his  attendance  was  not  expected : and 
if  his  imine  appenrs  to  be  in  the  Commute* 
hook  from  the  beginning  of  1728,  till  June, 
1729,  be  was  not  at  the  Committee  above  two 
or  three  times,  was  part  of  the  time  abroad, 
and  ill  the  rest  ofit,  and  was  excuied  for  hia 
non-attendance : that  he  never  heard  of  any 
complaint  or  information,  but  took  pams  to 
liavethe  same  rectified;  and  were  redressed  ; 
and  he  never  heard  of  or  suspected  -the  great 
embezzlements,  which  have  been  made  oftha 
Corporation’s  effects.  , 

And  the  examinant  further  said,  That  no 
had  n particular  part  in  ohtainitig  the  licence 
in  1728,  and  spoke  to  the  ministry  : that  ll.  w» 
represented  to  him  by  Mr.  Burroughs,  Mr. 
Oaker,  and  Mr.  Sqoire,  that  they  had  lent  the 
money,  of  which  their  capital  consisted,  out 
upon  pledges,  mid  assured  him  Ubat  great  de- 
the'r  *** 
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pital  being  limited, .they could  lend  no  further; 
end  were  desirous  (o  have  an  enlargement  : 
that  thereupon  the  exumiuant  went  lo  lord 
1'ownshend's  house,  und  believer  sir  Robert 
Welpole  was  there,  and  represented  the  same 
to  lord  Townshend  ; and  that  be  thought  the 
same  was  useful  und  reasonable,  and  made  no 
great  objection  against  it,  and  would  consider 
of  i be  quantum ; and  believes,  be  said  if 
200,000/.  was  added  to  their  capital,  it  would 
be  all  lent  in  a reasonable  time;  mid  be  of 
service  to  the  public. 

That  in  June  1728,  the  examinant  was  pre- 
aring  to  go  abroad,  and  on  the  11th  waited  on 
is  Majesty  to  take  his  leave,  and  the  same  da_v 
Imd  sent  his  equipage  before,  intending  to  fol- 
low in  four  or  five  days : but  the  wind  being 
contrary,  he  was  detained  till  the  third  of  July, 
and  then  embarked  ; and  does*nnt  believe, 
that  be  knew  when  the  said  licence  was  signed, 
or  taken  out ; hut  believes  Burroughs  solicited 
the  same,  and  took  it  out : that  before  the  ex- 
aminant went,  he  ordered  stock  to  be  bought 
for  him,  as  believing,  it  wonld  improve  in 
value  : that  when  he  returned  home,  be  found 
Burroughs  Imd  made  a great  flourish  in  a 
speed)  to  the  general  court  upon  the  same's 
being  obtained  ; and  did  not  know  the  same 
was  concealed;  and  never  knew,  heard,  or 
suspected,  that  any  rnnney  or  shares  were  given 
in  any  shape  whatever  for  obtaining  the 
same  : And  lie  further  vaid,  That  he  applied  to 
lord  Townshend  about  the  third  licence  ; and 
bearing,  that  the  Attorney  Genernl  in  his  re- 
port was  doubtful,  whellier  it  was  expedient 
or  adviseable  to  extend  the  quantum  of  the 
joint  stock  further  than  it  was,  w hen  so  many 
companies  were  subsisting  in  the  city  of  London 
with  large  transferable  stocks  : upon  this,  the 
examinant,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  and  Mr.  Bond, 
waited  on  the  Attorney  General,  and  desired  to 
know,  if  be  receieed  any  complaint,  informa- 
tion, or  representation,  against  the  grant  of  the 
enlargement,  upon  which  he  grounded  his 
doubt ; he  said  lie  had  received  none,  hut  was 
the  result  of  his  own  thoughts  : that  before  < he 
licence  was  dispatched,  lord  Tnwnshend  quit- 
ted his  office,  and  the  exajninaut  never  applied 
in  person  to  lonl  Harrington,  and  do  not 
know  who  signed  the  petition  to  bis  majesty 
for  the  said  licence,  but  believes,  the  siune  was 
drawn  up  by  tbe  gentlemen  of  the  Committee, 
and  presented  ; believes  Burroughs  and  Squire 
solicited  the  same  through  all  the  offices  ; hut 
lay  a long  time  before  it  was  taken  out : that 
Thomson  came  to  the  examinant,  and  said,  he 
was  ordered  to  take  out  the  said  licence,  but 
being  a stranger  at  the  Secretary's  office,  de- 
sired he  would  write  a letter  for  the  delivery 
•hereof;  and  the  examinant  wrote  a letter  to 
Mr.  THsnn  to  deliver  the  same  to  Thomson, 
who  would  pay  the  fees:  lhat  he  does  not 
know  any  application  was  made  by  a genera! 
oouit  for  the  snme,  and  was  not  concerned  in 
the  conceahnentofit,  or  knew  it  was  concealed  ; 
but  believed  jhe  obtaining  the  said  lipeufe  |e- 
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Andihe  examinant  further  said, that  when  the 
Corporation  first  began  tolend  money, and  were 
ion  good  way,  the  examinant  seldom  attended. 
It  wasthougu  proper  at'n  Committee,  that  as- 
sistants should  be  chose  to  assist  the  Commit- 
tee ; sir  John  Meres  declared  his  opinion  nt 
first,  that  the  choice  of  them  might  he  delayed 
for  some  short  time,  there  being  no  immediate 
occasion  for  them;  and  does  not 1 remember, 
lie  afterwards  opposed  their  being  chosen  ; and 
does  not  know  it  was  objected  to  die  issuing  of 
notes  ; but  has  seen  by  looking  on  the  minutes, 
that  some  doubts  were  made,  mid  is  confident 
sir  John  Meres  did  not  oppose  the  issuing  of 
notes  ; and  knows  of  no  opposition  mode  by  sir 
John  Meres  against  the  ereciing  a house  in  the 
city  ; or  had  given  the  examinant  any  intima- 
tion about  embezzlements  ; if  be  had,  the  exa- 
minant would  Imve  been  alarmed,  and  sir  John 
must  have  been  so  likewise,  they  both  being 
largely  concerned. 

And  tbe  examinant  said,  lie  did  not  know  of 
any  sums  of  money,  or  Charitable  Corporation 
shares,  given  to  any  persons  absolutely,  or  only 
upon  their  notes,  or  of  any  shares  being  sold  ut 
an  under  price  to  members  of  parliament  for 
their  assistance,  or  any  ulhcr  person:  That  the 
examinant  remembers,  it  was  either  before  or 
nt  the  beginning  of  the  Corporation's  being  lie- 
forc  the  parliament,  the  examinant  and  sir 
Archibald  Grant  were  together,  either  in  the 
I louse  of  Commons  or  about  it ; sir  Thomas 
Robinson  cuinc  tn  them,  and  said,  he  was  de- 
sirous to  purchase  some  Corporation  shores, 
and  believes,  he  mentioned  about  500  ; and  he 
was  told,  he  should  address  himself  to  Thom- 
son, or  Robinson,  who  transacted  those  affair*. 
Sir  Thomas  said,  lie  did  not  know  them,  anil 
desired  them  to  spenk  about  them:  The  exa- 
minant did  not,  hut  believes  sir  Archibald  un- 
dertook to  get  some,  and  believes  they  were 
procured  ; and  the  examinant  said,  he  asked  no 
favour,  but  was  willing  to  give  the  market  price; 
and  believes  shares  were  then  at  61.  per  share; 
and  sir  Thomas  desired  the  examinant  to  pay 
1,900/.  to  Burroughs  and  Thomson,  whom  lie 
did  not  know,  in  part  for  the  said  shares,  and 
gave  bank  notes  to  the  examinant  for  that 
sum.'  That  after  the  examinant  Imd  the  same, 
Burroughs  came  to  him  obout  the  fifth  of  April, 
and  acquainted  the  examinant,  that  he  had  oc- 
casion for  moneys  nn<*  Pref5e,l  him  to  let  hint 
Imve  1.000/.  The  examinant  thinks,  he  paid  it 
him  the  same  day,  and  told  Burroughs,  if 
Thomson  and  he  would  come  to-morrow,  he 
would  pay  the  remainder  of  the  money  he  hnd 
received  from  sir  Thomas  Robinson,  the  said 
shares  being  bought  of  Thomson  and  Burroughs; 
and  the  next  day  being  the  sixth  of  April,  they 
came;  and  the  examinant  puiiVthe  remainder 
of  the  notes  lie  had  received  from  sir  Thomas 
to  them,  and  cannot  positively  swear,  tlmt  he 
iv. is  by  when  the  remainder  of  die  shares  were 
paid  for  by  sir  Thomas  to  sir  Archibald  Grant, 
but  believes,  he  was  ; and  dues  not  remember 
any  note  was  delivered  by  sir  Archibald  to  sir 
Member,  he 
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ever  heard  sir  Thomas  mention  any  thing  about 
privileges:  The  examinant  said,  he  was  not 
privy  to  the  bargain  made,  or  to  the  price  that 
was  to  be  given,  or  whether  at  that  time  any 
art  of  the  money  had  been  returned ; he 
nows  nothing  ofit,  sir  Archibald  Grout  having 
undertook  it ; but  has  heard,  there  were  2 or 
300  privileges  amongst  the  shares  sold  to  sir 
Thomas,  and  heard  by  Mr.  Lamb,  that  a note 
was  returned  hack  to  sir  Thomas  Robinson. 

And  being  asked,  what  the  price  of  Shares- 
were  at  that  time;  the  examinant  said.  Shares 
were  never  at  a settled  price,  and  but  few 
brokers  dealt  in  them ; but  believes  the  price 
was  61.  per  share. 

And  being  asked,  if  he  knew  of  any  demand 
made  by  any  person  for  services  done  tbe  Cor- 
poration ; examinnnt  said,  That  he  heard  Mr. 
Mann  mentioned  to  some  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Committee  in  the  committee  room ; that 
Mr.  Hughes  has  complained  to  him  of  being 
neglected  for  the  services  done  by  him  for  tbe 
Corporation ; and  that  he  did  expect  a reward 
for  the  services  he  had  done.  Being  asked, 
what  services  lie  understood  those  to  be,  the 
examinant  replied,  he  understood  them  to  he 
services  done  in  nud  out  of  parliament.  That 
the  same  was  received  with  scorn  and  indigna- 
tion by  the  gentlemen  present ; that  this  was 
mentioned  after  tbe  rising  of  last  session  of  par- 
liament ; that  he  was  not  present  at  any  con- 
sultation relating  to  any  books,  but  remembers 
Burroughs,  and  some  others,  speaking  about  ' 
books  of  orders  and  instructions  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House ; that  he  was  present  at  a Com- 
mittee the  30th  of  March,  1731,  when  Wain* 
wright  sent  an  order  of  the  House  of  Commons 
for  laying  their  dividend  book,  and  book  of 
orders,  before  ibem : That  the  three  books  of 
orders  and  instructions  were  sent,  and  knows 
of  no  debate  about  them  ; but  it  was  taken  for 
granted,  these  were  the  books  called  for,  and 
the  only  books,  which  answered  the  order  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

The  honourable  Walter  Mokmorth,  esq. 
one  other  of  the  Committee,  being  examined, 
said.  That  he  did  not  know  of  any  mismanage- 
ments in  the  Corporation,  until  Robinson  and 
Thomson  were  gone : That  after  the  general 
court  preceding  Thomson's  going  ofl',  and  look- 
ing over  a half  yearly  account,  saw  John 
Thomson  was  a considerable  debtor  to  the  Cor- 
poralicm;  oud  asking  the  meaning  ofit,  Vena- 
bles told  tlie  examinani,  that  he  supposed  many 
of  thegoods  sold,  at  the  sales  were  not  fetched 
away,  but  remained  in  the  warehouse  to  be  put 
up  again  ; mid  hearing  then,  that  Thomson  had 
not  acuquntcd  for  [he  last  sales,  which  was 
near  twelve  or  fourteen  months,  the  examinant 
took  an  alarm, . and  went  and  acquainted  sir 
Robert  Sutton  with  the  same,  who  would  scarce 
believe  it ; and  the  next  morning  early,  the 
examinant  went  into  the  city  to  Thomson,  who 
said  hp  was  very  ill ; but  the  examinant  got  him 
down  into  the  cashier  and  acconiptant’s  office, 
and  then  asked  him  the  meaning  why  lie  had 
not  ttccouhtatf  fornkedtist  Sale  pwMmm  shidj  ’ 


he  bad  not  accounted  for  the  same  under  thg 
nnrae  of  redemptions ; but  owned,  it  was  irre- 
gular, and  told  tbe  examinant,  that  be  would 
shew  it  him  when  he  was  well ; upon  which  the 
examinant  asked  Mr.  Venables  and  Mr.  Wain- 
wright,  who  seemed  to  acquiesce  with  Thom- 
son ; admitting,  that  it  might  possibly  be,  as  he 
had  said  ; and  the  examinant  at  the  same  time 
told  him,  he  insisted  upon  his  making  out  the 
said  accounc  demonstrably  against  the  next 
Committee  day  ; that  afterwards  tbe  examinant 
went  again,  and  sir  Robert  Sutton  with  him, 
into  Thompson’s  room,  who  had  a person  with 
him,  and  staid  two  hours,  and  nothing  was  men. 
tinned,  and  went  away;  but  the  examinant  not 
being'  easy  went  back,  and  had  the  doors  of  the 
several  rooms  opened,  and  brought  Thomson 
to  the  Committee,  where  he  repented  what  he  " 
had  before  said  to  the  examinant ; and  the  , 
whole  board  acquiesced  on  his  promise  to  clear 
up  this  matter  ; but  complained  be  was  very  ill,  j 
And  the  examinant  said,  it  was  the  first  time 
he  had  a suspicion  of  any  thing,  which  however  ] 
was  suspended  in  hopes  of  the  account  lie  pro-  I 
raised  ; That  the  said  Thomson  wentawny  that  j 
night,  as  the  examinant  was  informed ; at  that  I 
time  the  goods  were  lotted  out,  in  order  to  a I 
sale,  which  the  examinant  1ms  heard  was  to  be  I 
styled  a 80,000/.  sale,  and  was  to  have  been  in  I 

And  beiug  asked  if  an  Account  was  laid  be-  1 
fore  the  Committee,  by  which  they  were  to  de-  fl 
clare  the  last  dividend,  the  examinant  said,  he  | 
believed  there  was ; and  does  nut  remember  i 
any  debate  at  the  Committee  about  the  divi-  I 
deod,  but  believes  there  was  a discourse  (but  1 
whether  at  a Committee,  or  without  doois,  I 
the  examinant  does  not  remember)  of  dividing 
3s.  6 cl.  or  3s.  per  share,  but  the  dividend  was  I 
declared  at  3s.  And  ihe  examinant  limber  , : 
said,  that  he  does  not  know,  that  Robinson  or  3 
Thomson  took  in  any  shares  of  the  Corporation  | 
for  any  person  in  their  own  names,  or  in  trust  | 
for  thc-m,  or  that  they  ever  paid  m any  inouey 
on  augmented  shares  ; and  does  not  know  of  j 
any  money  or  shares  given  to  any  persons  for  I 
obtaining  either  of  the  licences,  or  of  any  sums  i 
of  money  or  shares  given  tc  any  person,  or  1 
upon  their  notes,  whilst  the  Corporation  afiairs  'I 
was  before  the  parliament,  or  that  any  demand  II 
was  made  for  services  performed  by  any  person.  ‘ . 

And  the  examinant  said,  That  he  has  taken  i 
notice  of  the  lurge.sums  of  money,  which  were  | 
in  Robinson’s  hands,  to  sir  Robert  Sutton,  sir  I 
Archibald. Grunt,  Mr.  Burroughs  and  Squire,  i 
at  a Committee,  and  could  not  imagine  what 
reason  could  be  given  for  the  same,  when  tba  r 
Corporation  were  to  give  him  1 /.  per  cent,  for 
circulating  l heir  notes.  The  examinant  was  an- 
swered by  Burroughs  and  Squire,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  Robinson  to  negotiate  the  same 
without  a considerable  sum  of  money  always  in 
his  hands;  but  hoped  it  would  be  but  for  a short 

.lime,  for  in  their  judgment  their  notes  would  be 

taken  like  thr  Bank  or  Soutb-Sea  notes  at  a 
premium.  That  when  the  examinant  has  con- 
•■»««*«* r>fi*  ihavingi  'tha^Wsa'ollcihses  inspected. 
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Burroughs  and  Squire  have  pleaded  against  it, 
and  sir  Archibald  Grant  used  to  nod,  as  assent- 
ing to  what  they  had  said;  that  the  exnminant 
repeated  the  same  motion  of  having  the  ware- 
houses inspected  a short  lime  before  tire  gene- 
ral court,  which  was  held  in  September  last, 
and  before  Thomson  and  Robinson  went  away  ; 
giving  it  for  a reason,  that  the  proprietors 
should  hare  that  satisfaction  ; it  was  urged  by 
. Burroughs  and  Squire,  that  if  any  such  thing 
was  to  be  put  in  execution,  it  would  run  down 
the  stock ; and  represented,  that  Robinson 
having  so  large  a share  in  the  capital,  it  would 
Lecurtiug  the  grass  under  our  <*wu  feet,  and  be 
of  great  detriment  to  Robinson  ; and  the  exa- 
minant also  said,  that  be  lms  often  persuaded 
sir  Robert  Sutton  to  exert  himself,  and  not  to 
be  governed  by  Burroughs  and  Squire,  fitc.  but 
tools  little  notice ; and,  when  he  was  at  the 
Committee,  frequently  took  the  news-papers 
and  perused  them,  neglecting  (lie  business  for 
which  they  met.  That  the  examinant  has  often 
gone  beyond  decency  with  sir  Robert,  to  en- 
gage him  to  give  more  attention  to  the  business 
of  the  Corporation. 

Thut  when  this  examinant  has  made  motions 
for  the  service  of  the  Corporation,  he  has  been 
sometimes  supported  by  Mr.  Torriano,  and 
sometimes  by  sir  Robert  Sutton,  who  has  said, 
Why  is  not  that  complied  with  t for  it  is  right  it 
should  be  »o:  That  Mr.  Aislabie  seldom  at- 
tended, and  Mr.  Bond  hut  very  little  in  the 
exnmiuunt’s  time,  and  Mr.  Mann  but  some- 
times; That  the  exnminant  thought  a great  in- 
dolence reigned  among  the  directors  for  some 
time  pest;  Mr.  Burroughs  acting-as  chairman 
and  secretary  for  near  13  months,  had  thereby 
a great  opportunity  of  obstructing  or  diverting 
uny  motions  if  he  disliked  them.  And  the  exn- 
niinant  said,  he  has  sc-eu  things  entered  in  the 
minutes,  which  he  is  satisfied,  were  never 
once  mentioned  in  his  hearing ; and  docs  not 
remember,  he  ever  heard  any  debate  about 
books  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  House.  And 
the  examinant  further  said,  that  be  never  saw 
Jones  till  the  last  session  of  parliament,  when 
he  came  to  this  House,  and  hud  a paper  in  his 
breast,  and  complained  of  injustice  done -him 
by  the,  Corporation;  The  examinant  asked, 
liow;  Jones  said,  by  their  private  sales,  and  de- 
priving him  of  his  ti.  per  cent,  commission  ; 
and  said,  he  would  print  that  paper,  which 
would  unswer  tbe  Corporation’s  case  paragraph 
by  paragraph;  Upon  which  the  examinant  de- 
sired to  see  it,  but  Jones  would  not,  but  read  a 
paragraph  out  of  the  same,  relating  to  private 
soles,  and  does  not  remember  that  Jones  said, 
he  tvas  a cheque  on  Thomson,  or  of  fictitious 
pledges;  and  that  if  he  had  read  any  such 
thing,  he  should  have  been  alarmed ; » hcreas 
he  has  since  laid  out  above  5,000/.  in  the 
stock ; and  does  not  remember  any  lliiug  was 
mentioned  about  a register. 

And  being  asked,  if  he  was  present  at  the 
making  out  the  60,000/.  antes,  exnminant  said, 
he  did  not  remember  the  making  of  them  out; 
That  turn 


House,  when  the  said  notes  were  cancelling, 
aud  lie  helped  to  burn  them;  and  has  heard 
that  bonds  were  issued ; and  was  not  at  tbe 
Committee,  wlicn  they  were  resolved  upon, 
which  as  he  understood  were  meant  merely  to 
he  exchanged  tor  due  notes;  aud  does  not 
know  of  any  dispute  had,  at  the  Committee 
about  them;  and  does  not  know  council's  opi- 
nion was  taken  relating  to  the  issuing  the  said 
bouds;  and  heard  that  sir  Archibald  Grant, 
Squire,  Burroughs,  and  sir  Roberc  Sutton,  met 
Kdbiuion  at  the  tavern,  ood  give  him  their 
nords  of  honour,  that  he  should  have  4,00 Ol. 
bonds  to  exchange  for  notes  upon  his  repre- 
sentation that  he  wits  discredited,  if  it  was  per- 
ceived that  the  company  distrusted  him,  aud 
left  him  nothing  to  transact  in  their  afiairs. 
This  examinant  likewise  understood  that  Ro- 
binson made  this  a conditioo  of  his  complying 
with  the  mortgage  of  his  estate  to  sir  Robert 
Sutton  in  trust  for  tbe  company. 

Sir  Archibald  Grunt,  baronet,  one  other  of 
die  Committee,  being  examined,  said,  That  be 
was  concerned  with  Thomson  in  two  minerals, 
One  in  North  Britain,  anti  the  other  in  Nor- 
wuy;  and  had  acquainted  the  inspectors  and 
commissioners  uf  bankruptcy  with  the  same, 
aud  knows  not  of  any  other  partnership;  Was 
also  concerned  with  Robinson  in  buying  York 
stock,  who  manageu  the  same,  and  lms  ac- 
counted fur  the  same  with  the  examinant; 
That  Thomson  has  frequently  bought  shares  for 
die  examinant,  ami  paid  for  ti.em,  which  the 
exnmiuunl  accounted  for ; and  does  not  re- 
member, tlmt  Robinson  ever  bought  any  for 
him;  and  had  likewise  paid  all  or  wore  than 
his  proportion  of  the  charges  expended  about 
currying  on  the  mines:  And  likewise  concerned 
with  the  said  Thomson  in  a lease  from  lord 
Lishurne  of  grounds  in  Wales,  for  which  200 
guineas  were  paid;  and  the  exnminant  has  paid 
his  proportion  of  that  and  all  charges : And  in 
a glass  work  in  North  Britain  ; u fifth’ part  of 
two  fishing  boshes  ; and  has  paid  350/.  part  of 
tbe  expence  due  from  him  ; and  remains  un- 
paid 192/.:  In  anodter  lease  of  grounds  in 
Wales,  in  which  was  a copper  vein,  but  paid 
nothing  except  10/.  or  15/.  for  charges,  which 
tvas  laid  out  in  making  trial  of  the  same,  and  is 
elapsed  for  not  working  the  same;  and  lms  had 
money  transactions  with  Thomson  from  the  year 
1784 ; and  an  account  current  with  him  for 
Bills  of  Exchange  remitted  to  Scotland,  and 
from  thcuce  to  London ; mid  when  the  same 
wus  Staled  in  May  last,  a balance  of  437/.  -hi. 
lid.  i was  then  due  to  Thomson  ; for  which  the 
examinant  gave  bun  a note,  of  which  56/.  6s. 
is  since  paid;  so  that  lie  is  now  indebted  to 
Thom  son  380/.  or  thereabouts:  and  dues  not 
recollect  to  have  had  any  other  dealings  with 
him, excepting  some  Bills  of  Exchange,  which 
were  paid  as  due,  ami  did  not  enter  into  ac- 
count; and  perhaps  some  inconsiderable  loans 
of  money,  which  were  soon  repaid,  aud  did  not 
therefore  enter  into  the  account;  and  also  a 
sum  of  3,130/.  which  the  examinant  raised 
iijic'iihfe-sluiriis,1  had!pJuUtoT:hJJicsdh  in  1728, 
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and  the  beginning  of  1729,  and  had  not  credit  affidavit:  That  the  examinant,  Mr.  Bond  anrt 
in  his  account  for  it,  Thomson  alleging  in  1730,  sir  Robert  Sutton,  were  two  or  three  times  i 
when  the  omission  was  challenged’,  that  lie  did  the  Attorney  General's,  nod  Mr.  Attorney 
not  give  credit  for  it,  because  be  was  ready  to  made  some  difficulty  on  extending  paper  credit 
repay  it  when  called  lor;  and  accordingly  did  saying,  lie  thought  there  was  too  much  of  it  nU 
repay  it  about  November,  1730.  And  txami-  ready;  and  said,  an  account  was  laid  before 
nant  said,  lie  also  had  some  transactions  with  the  Committee  weekly  by  the  Cashier  and  Ac- 
Uobinson  in  1724  in  York  stock,  which  Robin-  comptunt,  of  what  cash  was  remain joi. iu  tl 
son  bought  and  sold  for  him,  and  accounted  for  Cashier’s  nud  Robinson's  bands ; That  when 
thedifference;  He  also  borrowed  money  of  him  the  last  licence  was  ubtaiued,  the.  examinant 
on  loans,  which  were  to  the  value  of  the  money  was  in  Scotland,  and  that  the  Committee  knew 
so  borrowed,  and  was  pressed  by  the  said  Ro-  of  the  said  affidavit  made  by  Burroughs,  and 
binson,  that  if  the  examinant  had  occasion  for  makes  uo  doubt  but  all  the  officers  knew  tbg 
money,  he  hoped  he  would  make  use  of  him;  same;  and  believes  the  officers  were  asked  bt 
and  ns  the  exainiuqnt  paid  interest,  he  thought  several  with  regard  to  the  loans  iu  their  custody  • 
he  might  be  of  service  to  Robinson  with  regard  and  the  examinant  has  asked  them,  aud 
to  his  principals,  who,  as  the  examinant  has  lieves  the  Committee  of  Accounts  had  done  the 
heard,  were  considerable  persons ; and  the  same,  and  does  not  know  of  any  formal  report 
examinant  apprehended,  that  he  never  bor-  made  from  the  said  Committee  of  Accounts 
rowed  any  sums  of  money  of  Thomson  or  Ro-  relating  to  it. 

binson,  but  what  he  thought  the  said  Thomson  And  he  also  said,  that  he  did  not  know 
or  Robinson  were  able  to  lend  out  of  their  own  shares  had  been  sold  to  any  person  fur  5 1.  while 
fortunes.  And  in  the  years  1725  and  1726,  the  Corporation  was  before  the  Parliament,  but 
Fxnminnnt  had  two  transactions  with  Thom-  were  sold  for  61. 

son,  one  for  8 or  4,000  York  stock  bought  for  And  being  asked,  if  at  their  private  meetings 
time,  by  which  examinant  lost  RO/.  and  another  uo  computation  or  list  was  made  of  gentlemen's 
since  that  for  some  few  thousands  of  South  Sea,  names  who  could  be  of  service  to  them;  the 
bought  for  time,  and  not  taken  in  ; and  by  that  examinant  said,  a list  of  the  parliament  was 
lost  200/.  and  does  not  remember  any  oilier,  before  them,  and  each  gentleman  wrote  out  of 
And  the  examinant  further  said,  he  had  an  ac-  it  such  names,  as  he  thought  he  had  most  ime- 
count  with  captain  Burroughs,  which  is  ba-  rest  with,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  affair,  but 
lanced ; und  never  hnd  but  one  transaction  with  does  not  know  any  proposal  was  made  to  them ; 
Mr.  Squire,  and  then  lent  him  400/.  for  which  and  it  1ms  been  often  talked  of,  that  it  would  be 
Mr.  Burroughs  gave  the  examinant  credit  in  necessary  and  agreeable  to  engage  gentlemen 
his  account  with  him ; that  he  never  hud  any  who  were  of  figure  and  fortune,  to  become  pro- 
adventure,  but  what  Ins  own  private  fortune  prietors  at  the  same  time  the  affair  was  in  Par- 
could  satisfy,  were  it  never  so  unsuccessful.  iiuraent,  and  at  other  times  ; and  said,  that  sir 
And  the  examinant  further  said,  That  he  Thomas  Robinson  bought  shares  at  the  limo 
does  not  know  of  any  money  or  shares  in  any  the  affair  was  before'the  Parliament ; and  exa- 
shape  given  to  any  person  for  obtaining  the  ininant  was  informed  by  colonel  Cope,  that  be 
licences,  but  only  the  fees.  And  when  the  had  bought  shares  by  his  broker  in  the  alley ; 
second  licence  was  applied  for,  tbe  examinant  and  Mr-  Banks  likewise  said,  lie  had  bought; 
was  in  Scotland,  but  came  to  town,  before  it  but  does  not  know  of  any  shares  being  bought  . 
was  granted ; but  believes,  Burroughs  solicited  for  time  ; aud  never  saw  an  account  of  niuit 
the  same:  And  the  examinant  and  Burroughs  gentlemen  had  bought  shares  of  Thomson  aud 
were  with  Mr.  George  Tilson  on  that  occasion;  Robinson  during  the  said  time, 
and  remembers  Mr.  Tilson  bought  shares;  but  And  the  examinant  also  said,  That  a Bill  was 
cannot  be  certain,  whether  the  same  were  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  an  account  of 
bought  before  or  after  obtaining  the  same;  and  charges  expended,  during  the  time  of.ihe  Cor- 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  the  said  shares  puration’s  being  before  ilie Parliament,  iuauunt- 
were  not  sold  six  pence  cheaper  than  the  ing  to  1,400/.  but  some  part  of  the  solicitor's 
market  price;  And  further  said,  that  Mr.  Bur-  bills  was  not  included,  nnd  to  the  best,  of  the 
roughs  solicited  the  last  licence,  until  he  went  examinant’s  knowledge  the  whole  was  com- 
into  Scotland  with  the  examinant ; and  the  puted,  which  did  not  exceed  2,000/.  that  lie 
same  was  obtained  during  their  absence ; and  was  present  when  the  order  of  the  House  of 
heard,  he  made  an  affidavit  that  the  sum  of  Commons  was  brought,  for  laying  their  book  or 
300,0011/.  was  lent  oat,  and  that  they  had  loaus  books  of  orders  before  the  House  ; and  the 
amounting  to  the  same  ; and  it  was  understood,  books  sent  were,  in  the  opinion  of  the  several 
that  notwithstanding  there  was  deficiency  in  gentlemen  then  present,  the  same  that  were 
their  payments,  yet  as  the  same  was  obliged  to  meant  by  that  order,  and  does  not  remember 
be  paid  in,  and  notes  to  a considerable  value  any  objections  were  made, 
were  lent  out,  they  might  apply  for  an  anginen-  That  being  asked,  if  any  gentleman  had  ap- 
tation  of  their  capital;  but  docs  not  know,  any  plied  to  him,  or  any  other  person,  for  services 
order  was  made  at  any  general  court  to  apply  done  in  Parliament,  or  since ; the  exnminunc 
for  the  same,  but  apprehended,  it  was  only  by  said,  that  Mr.  Mann  mentioned  to  the  Com-, 
the  common  consent  of  the  Committee ; and  miltee,  tiiat  Mr.  Hughes  told  him  lie  had  taken 
the  sameJ’l¥S-fie!11116ar^ife'Skl(^tillnW'bri!tlhat||if^t1pi!ffl4'llliiffff^ll?^VptfftiiiWf  service,  and 
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that  he  seemed  to  look  sour,  and  coinplaiued 
no  notice  was  taken  of  him.  An  answer  win 
returned,  that  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  gra- 
tify Mr.  Hughes ; if  they  did,  it  must  be  out  of 
their  own  pockets,  and  not  Out  of  the  Compa- 
ny's moriey  ; pod  believes  at  thnt  time  sir  Ro- 
bert Sutton,  Mr.  Molesworth,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr. 
Burroughs,  and  the  examinant,  were  present. 

And  (lie  examinant  said,  he  lmd  never  rea- 
son to  suspect,  that  embezzlements  were  made 
of  the  Corporation's  effects,  or  of  any  person 
thnt  was  acquainted  with  it,  but  from  the  im- 
probability of  some  officers  doing  So  extraordi- 
nary a thing  by  themselves,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  such  embezzlements  could  not 
have  been  made  without  some  person  in  the 
direction's  knowledge,  but  cannot  Charge  any 
one;  for  many  of  them  attended  constantly, 
viz.  most  of  the  assistants,  except  Mr.  Waller 
and  Mr.  Whioheote,  who  attended  but  seldom  ; 
and  likewise  most  of  the  Committee,  excepting 
Mr.  Aislabie,  who  cume  but  seldom  ; uml  those 
persons,  who  were  looked  upon  to  have  the 
chief  management  of  affairs,  were  Mr.  Bur- 
roughs, Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Moody, 
and  Mr.  Torriano  ; and  Mr.  Burroughs  was 
looked  upou  to  be  the  fittest  person  to  examine 
the  accounts,  and  frame  the  books. 

And  he  nlso  said,  that  in  the  last  session  of 
•Parliament,  Jones  the  auctioneer  came  to  the 
examinant’s  house,  and  complained  to  him  of 
the  injustice  done  to  the  said  Jones  by  the 
Corporation's  private  sales ; the  examinant  re- 
plied, that  lie  was  hut  one,  nnd  if  he  would 
acquaint  the  Committee,  no  doubt  but  he 
would  hare  justice  done  him  ; nntl  told  Jones, 
that  it  was  itis  own  fault  that  his  account  had 
not  been  settled  before ; and  does  not  remem- 
ber, that  he  sent  for  Jones,  or  that  he  ever 
mentioned  any  thing  about  the  cheques  being 
taken  ofT;  but  said,  Jones  informed  the  exa- 
minant, that  he  was  applied  to  be  an  evidence 
against  the  Corporation,  and  said,  that  without 
justice  was  done  him,  he  would  appenr  against 
them  ; to  which  the  examinant  answered,  that 
if  he,  Jones,  knew  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  Corporation,  as  he  was  a servant  and  of- 
ficer, it  was  his  duty  to  acquaint  the  Committee 
with  it ; and  to  the  best  of  the  examinant’s 
knowledge,  Mr.  Waller  was  with  the  examinant 
at  the  same  time ; that  heing  asked,  if  he  had 
not  heard  there  was  an  insufficiency  in  pledges, 
the  examinant  said,  he  had  not  heard  of  any 
such  tiling,  except  that  one  Clarke  had  reported 
an  insufficiency,  and  Thomson  was  ordered  to 
give  an  account  thereof,  hut  does  not  remem- 
ber. how  it  was  complied  with  ; and  the  said 
Clarke,  who  was  the  surveyor,  was  turned  out 
by  an  order  of  Committee:  and  the  examinant 
said,  that  he  was  presem  nt  a Committee,  when 
it  was  mentioned,  that  gentlemen  should  look 
out  for  a fit  person  to  survey  the  warehouses; 
and  it  was  not  opposed;  and  does  uot  remem- 
ber he  ever  saw  Tench's  cash  book  with  Robin- 
son ; but  lias  heard  it  often  represented  to  the 
Committee,  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  large 
.am*  of  jjpr  , 


notes  us  they  became  due  ; and  never  imagined, 
that  Robinson  had  greater  sums  in  bis  hands 
than  ‘iO.OOOf.  at  one  time  before  the  last  session 
of  Parliament,  and  does  not  remember  any 
particular  order  for  the  inspecting  of  Tench’s 
cash  book.  And  (he  examinant  further  said, 
that  the  two  first  dividends  the  examinant  did 
not  know  in  what  manner  they  were  declared ; 
but  nt  other  times  the  accomplant  used  to  lay 
before  them  an  account,  upon  the  balance 
whereof,  the  dividend  used  to  bedeclared ; that 
it  was  the  business  of  the  Committee  ofacenuuts 
to  inspect  all  books,  and  to  make  a report; 
but  the  eXaminant  does  uot  remember  any  re- 
ports were  made  from  them,  excepting  one ; 
and  thnt  the  last  dividend  was  declared  without 
an  account  being  laid  befute  them,  as  it  used  to 
be ; the  reason  nos,  that  the  accoiuptaut  had 
nut  quite  finished  the  account,  and 'thnt  there 
was  a general  satisfaction,  that  there  was  suf- 
ficient to  answer  the  dividend  proposed  ; that  n 
resolution  was  made,  thnt  so  much  might  he 
divided  ; and  remembers,  that  it  was  mentioned 
at  a Committee  after  the  general  enurt,  that  a 
large  sum  of  money  was  remaining  in  Thom- 
son's hands  on  account  of  sales  ; nnd  it  was  at 
the  same  lime  said,  that,  though  it  seemed  a 
large  sum  on  account  of  sales  was  mentioned  to 
be  in  the  said  Thomson's  bands,  yet  the  goods 
were  remaining  in  the  warehouses,  and  tlm 
borrowers,  having  bought  the  same,  had  non 
fetched  them  away  ; nnd  said,  that  Thomson's 
salary  was  increased  iu  1730,  from  1.10  to  200/. 
per  annum  ; nnd  being  asked,  if  he  knew  of 
any  co-partnership  for  buying  up  shares,  the 
examinant  aaid.  lie  did  not  know  of  any,  but 
that  Thomson  and  Robinson  had  bought  num- 
bers of  shares,  and  the  examinant  has  had 
shares  of  Thomson  for  which  he  paid  him. 

Dennis  Bond,  esq.  one  other  of  the  Commit- 
tee, being  examined,  said,  That  he  was  in  ths 
country,  when  Thomson  went  away,  ami  heard 
of  it  by  letter  ihe  first  post  after;  and  about  six 
weeks  after  he  was  gone,  ns  the  examinant  wax 
coming  up  to  town,  he  met  n genllcman,  who 
told  lum  the  Corporation  was  ruined;  nnd  the 
examinant  said,  he  was  informed  and  did  be- 
lieve the  money  had  been  made  use  of  in  Change 
Alley,  and  did'not  imagine  it  could  be  made  use 
of  any  other  way  ; that  he  heard  it  talked  of, 
when  the  Corporation  was  before  the  Parlia- 
ment last  sessions,  there  lmd  been  great  deal- 
ings in  York  stock  by  some  person  belonging  to 
the  Corporation  : hut  had  not  the  least  suspi- 
cion of  any  embezzlements ; that  for  three  years 
he  did  imt  attend  bni  very  little,  and  was  not 
at  one  general  court  during  thnt  time;  mid  had 
hut  little  stock ; thnt  he  never  wits  one  of  ihe 
committee  of  accounts,  but  when  bo  was  at  the 
hoard,  always  called  for  a general  account  to 
he  laid  before  them,  and  acquainted  the  gentle- 
men who  were  the  most  acting  men  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  if  he  knew  they  divided  6 d.  more 
than  conld  he,  he  would  leave  them ; that  he 
gave  Thomson  a 500/.  note  to  pay  in  upon  his 
shares,  which  he  never  did;  but  there  being  an 

iiPmsyffiiOTikte*  lr 
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Thomson’s  brother,  nnd  said  Thomson  settled  binson;  and  that  lie  seldom  attended  ; and  jn 
the  same,  and  gave  the  examinant  a bond  for  the  year  1730,  the  examinant  desited,  he 

the  remainder,  which  was  286/;  nnd  the  exa-  might  not  he  chosen  in  again,  but  was,  toff 

min  ant  believes,  that  as  theinoney  went  through  knows  nothing  of  the  Corporation’s  affairs,  or 
Thomson's,  Robinson’s,  and  Tench's  hands,  of  the  embezzlements  which  have  been  inaffg. 
they  must  know  hoi*  the  same  wns  made  use  that,  when  the  Corporation  was  before  die' 

of;  that  the  exnminnnt  lav  at  the  house  in  parliament  last  session,,  the  examinant  at- 

Fencburch  Street  about  five  weeks,  nnd  nn  tended  at  two  or  three  meetings,  to  settle  the 
order  was  obtained  from  the  general  court,  briefs  for  council,  nnd  when  the  affair  Ka, 
that  no  person  should  lodge  in  the  house  but  the  over  in  parliament,  the  examinant  attended  no 
servants.  more,  as  not  liking  the  reports  spread  of 

And  the  examinant  said,  That  he  never  Thomson’s  trading,  and  complained  thereof  to 
heard  of  any  complaint  against  Thomson,  sir  Arflbibald  Grant,  and  told  him,  lie  thought 
and  did  not  know  it  was  in  his  power  to  make  it  was  proper  the  warehouses  should  be  in- 
away  with  the  Corporation’s  effectB ; or  that  spected ; sir  Archibald  said,  that  Thomson 
Jones  ever  informed  the  examinant  of  any  such  was  going  to  quit  the  same,  and  then  he  would 
thing,  or  about  a surveyor  to  inspect  the  value  give  an  account  of  every  thing ; at  the  same 
of  tbe  goods  in  the  warehouses.  The  cxr-  tiuie  said  he  believed  him  to  be  an  honest  matt.  , 
minanl  lias  heard  that  there  were  frequent  Robert  Mann,  esq.  one  other  of  the  Corn- 
quarrels  between  Thomson  and  Clarke,  who  mittee,  being  examined,  said,  lie  was  chosen 
was  the  surveyor  of  the  value  of  tbe  pledges  ; of  the  Committee  in  December,  1726,  and  ap- 
thnt  some  gentlemen  said,  that  as  Thomson  peared  amongst  them  the  first  time,  on  the  4th  I 
had  given  security,  and  as  they  could  not  of  January  following : that  he  knew  but  little 
agree,  Clarke  should  be  discharged,  and  ano-  of  the  Corporation  affairs,  and  not  of  any  em- 
tlier  got  in  his  room : that  the  said  Clarke  bezzlements  that  had  been  made:  but  was 
came  into  the  Corporation  a short  Lime  after  persuaded  by  Robinson,  to  buy  shares,  and 
they  began  to  do  business : that  the  examinant  become  a proprietor,  and  to  lend  money  on 
remembers  but  little  of  their  affairs,  and  be-  shares,  from  time  to  time  : that  there  are  in 
lieves  an  agreement  was  made  with  Clarke  for  the  names  of  the  following  persons,  4125  | 
eleven  months,  and  thought  a surveyor  was  shares,  viz.  815  shares  in  the  name  of  Mr.  j 
necessary;  but  believes  afterwards  an  order  Pepys,  40  in  tbe  name  of  Dr.  Whitncre  of 
was  made  for  the  discharging  of  the  said  sur-  .Maidstone,  3270  in  the  examinant's  own 
veyor,  he  being  a charge  to  the  Corporation;  name;  1000  of  the  said  shares  remain  as 
and  the  committee  of  accounts  was  looked  pledged  by  Robinson,  and  3125  are  the'  exa- 
npon  to  be  a proper  cheque  upon  Thomson : minnnt’s  own,  besides  1700  privileges,  arid 
• that  being  asked,  if  he  knew  that  Robinson  or  paid  for  by  him:  That  then  the  examinattt 
Thomson  took  in-  any  of  the  Corporation  produced  to  the  Committee  an  account  current 
slmres  for  any  person  in  their  own  names,  or  between  George  Robinson  and  the  examinorit 
in  trust  for  them,  or  that  Thomson  or  Robin-  which  upon  settling  all  papers  were  con- 
sult paid  in  any  money  on  augmented  shares,  celled,  and  releases  given  to  each  other, 
or  of  any  money  or  shares  given  to  any  person  and  the -balance  due  to  examinant, 'amounts  to 
to  forward  the  obtaining  any  of  the  licences,  13,749/.  10s.  Srf.  That  after  the  said  account  1 
the  examinant  sain,  lie  did  not : that  he  re-  was  balanced,  the  examinant  lent  Robinson  I 
members  sir  Archibald  Gram,  and  sir  Robert  S000 /.  which  makes  the  total  16,749/.  10s.  3rf.  j 
Sutton  called  on  the  examinant,  and  they  went  and  refers  himself  to  the  said  account:  drat  ] 
together  to  the  attorney  general’s;  and  the  in  August,  September,  and  October,  1730,  the  - 
conversation  that  passed  there,  was  relating  to  examinant ' bought  43,000/.  York  stock,  at  j 
Mr.  Attorney's  objections,  mentioned  in  Ins  about  32.  That  in  the  same  October,  when  jj 
report  upon  the  petition  for  obtaining  the  he  came  to  town,  he  sold  40,000/.  thereof,  te  I 
third  licence  ; that,  when  the  same  was  oh-  Squire,  and  was  paid  in  Charitable  Corporation  I 
tained,  the  c-xaminant  was  out  of  town : that  shares ; that  Robinson  set  the  price  between  j 
being  asked,  if  he  knew,  what  was  become  of  them  ; that  the  prices  of  the  shares  was  8/.  19s.  I 
the  2000  shares,  set  apart  for  the  payment  of  and  the  price  of  the  stock  was  32$.  That  I 
tbe  Corporation’s  debts;  the  examinant  said,  Burroughs  said,  he  had  saddled  them  with  the  I 
lie  did  not  know  wliat  wns  become  of  the  York  stock:  that  the  examinant  coinplriined  I 
same;  that  lie  had  1000/.  deposited  in  his  to  Robinson  of  the  price  of  tile  slines ; Ko- 
hamis,  and  paid  it  back  again,  pursuant  to  an  binson  told  liim,  he  would  take  them  at  the 
order  made  for  .that  purpose ; that  he  never  same  price,  provided  lie  woulfrgive  him  time, 
had  nny  shares,  but  what  he  paid  in  qpon.  which  ho  did,  and  took  bis  note  tor  the  same. 
And  being  asked,  it  lie  knew  any  tiling  about  And  being  asked,  win  liter  he  was  con- 
a key  being  taken  away  ft'om  Wainwright,  and  corned  in  obtaining  the  Second  .Licence  In 
given  to  Lovell,  said,  he  did  not,  hut  lias  1728,  the  examinant  said,  he  was  not,  tyl 
beard  the  same  was  taken  away.  . heard  that  Mr  Burroughs  solicited  the  s™'e> 

William  Aislabie,  esq.  one  other  of  the  Coni-  and  said,  that  he  complained  oi  Robiustin.  to  j 
mittee,  being  examined,  said,  Tint  he  was  .Mr.  Torriano,  by  way  of  letter,  of  not  knowing 

chosen  into  the  direction  in  1729,  and  In-  of  the  license  being  grained,  and  produced 
came  # pfoptictbiuct  i iS^TT^aaiJiiinithiqh  was  ret  l 
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and  when  the  examinant  came  to  town,  lie 
purchased  70  shares,  and  believes  the  same 
were  bought  of  Mr.  Torriaoo  at  10/.  10s.  and 
toe  said  licence  was  kept  a secret  from  him ; 
and  meeting  with  Squire  at  the  cuflbc  house, 
complained  of  the  tame  being  kept  a secret ; 
Squire  damn'd  him,  and  said,  if  we  had  let  you 
know  of  it,  you  would  have  bought  too  many  : 
that  lie  bud  beard,  that  Burroughs  solicited  the 
last  licence,  but  does  not  know  of  any  money 
or  shares  given,  or  steps  taken,  for  obtaining 
either  of  the  said  licences,  or  ever  heard  of 
any  delates  about  inspecting  the  warehouses. 

And  the  examinant  said,  that  he  was  laid  up 
with  the  gout  great  part  of  the  time  t|>*  Cor- 
poration was  before. the  parliament,  and  does 
not  know  or  ever  heard,  any  money  or  shares 
were  given  to  any  person,  whilst  the  same  was 
depending,  or  afterwards ; or  >vjs  ever  u trustee 
for  any  person  for  shares,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly. And  being  asked,  if  any  hints  had 
been  given  bim  by  any  person  of  any  rewards 
to  ho  given  for  services  done  for  the  Corpora- 
tion,'tim  examinant  said,  that  one  person  k.d 
ninde  broad  signs  to  him ; being  asked,  tvho, 
he  said,  Mr.  Hughes:  that  he,  Mr.  Hughes, 
told  him-/*1  the  s»id  Mr.  Hughes's  liousc)  that 
he  had  take  a great  deal  of  pains  for  the  Cha- 
ritable Corporation,  and  that  be  thought  he 
was  slighted  and  ill  used ; for  that  there  was  a 
book  wrote  in  defence  of  the  Corporation  ; 
and  lie  wished  it  might  be  printed.  Thnt  the 
examinant  did  mention  the  same  to  some  of 
the  Committee  in  the  Committee  room,  and 
the  examinant  believes,  it  was  left  to  Robinson 
to  do  as  he  pleased ; but  does  not  know,  whe- 
ther any  thing,  or  what  was  done,  and  does 
not  remember,  if  the  same  happened  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  session,  or,  alter  the  parlia- 
ment was  risen;  and  believes,  he  might  tell 
Ur.  Hughes,  he  would  do  what  lie  cquld  for 
him ; and  being  asked,  whether  by  reward  he 
understood  money,  lie  replied,  what  could  he 
think  else  i bciug  further  asked,  whether  ser- 
vice in  parliament  was  mentioned,  or  not,  he 

And  the  examinant  further  said,  that  he  for- 
merly lent  Thomson  money  upon  shares,  and  is 
now  indebted  to  the  examinant  2,000/.|oii  bond, 
for  which  he  has  a collateral  security,  a bond 
for  3,000/.  of  Mess.  Blackwood  and  Cathcart, 
payable  at  Christmas  next. 

And  being  asked,  how  Robinson  could  pay  in 
on  privileges  that  were  in  so  many  people’s 
names,  the  examinant  said,  that  lie  could  not 
account  for  other  people  : hut  what  privileges 
Rohiuson  paid  in  upon,  as  far  as  related  to  this 
examinant,  were  on  shares  which  had  been 
pledged  to  him,  and  was  infilled  to  such  privi- 
leges ; that,  about  the  latter  end  of  last  sum- 
mer, die  examinant  remembers,  that  it  was  I 
mentioned,  ns  a thing  proper,  that  the  ware- 
houses should  he  inspected,  which  was  promised 
to  be  done ; and  about  five  or  six  weeks  be- 
fore Thomson  went  away,  lie  went  to  the  house 
in  Lawrence  Pounmey  Hill,  where  lip  found  sir 
Robert  Sutpjjp^w  Archibald  Grant,  and  ptben ; 


and  asking,  what  (hey  were  doing,  oue  of  tb# 
gentlemen  shewed  him  a paper  of  accounts,  in 
which  was  the  balance  of  cash  then  in  Robin- 
sou's  hands:  end  (be  examinant  said,  ho  was 
.sorry  to  see  it ; but  said,  he  had  something  to 
offer  of  a great  ooncern,  which  nos  the  inspects 
ine  of  die  warehouses.  Then  sir  Robert  fiutiot) 
asked  the  examinant,  what  he  thought  of 
Rubinsou's  circumstances;  said,  he  hoped  they 
were  good,  nr  he  would  not  have  trusted  him, 
as  he  had  done ; sir  Robert  Sutton  replied,  you 
ought  to  know  them  as  well,  or  better  lliuu  any 
mao  ; and  the  examinant  asked  him  die  reason 
why ; sir  Robert  answered,  because  you  are 
one  of  his  securities,  here ; die  cxamiuaui  said, 
if  he  was,  lie  (lit)  not  know  it ; and  upon  which 
the  examinant  went  to  Robinson,  to  know  if  be 
was,  or  was  not,  knowing  he  had  been  his  secu- 
rity somewhere,  and  proved,  it  was  with  Mr. 
Aislahie  at  Doctors  Commons,  for  Robinson'* 
administration  to  Qaker's  children ; said,  that 
he  afterwards  went  into  Randall’s  Coffee-house, 
nnd  stayed  some  small  time,  when  Thomson 
came  in,  and  told  die  examinant,  he  hnd  been 
unkind  to  mention  what  lie  did  that  morning  at 
(be  Committee  about  the  warehouses ; the  ex- 
aminant said  he  thought  he  was  obliged  to  bim; 
for  if  lie  was  that  honest  roan,  as  he  said  he  was, 
the  examinant  Imd  given  him  an  opportunity  to 
acquit  himself  to  the  world;  Thomson  answered, 
if  he  did,  he  would  do  it  once  for  nil;  that  ho 
understood  by  tLat,  lie  would  resign  ; and  the 
examinant  believes  Mr.  Tdrriano  first  put  the 
question  into  his  head. 

And  die  examinant  further  said,  that,  when 
Mr.  Robinson  first  came  into  England,  die  ex- 
aminant saw  him  several  times,  and  in  company 
with  Mr.  Aislabie,  and  others,  but  could  get 
nodiiog  out  of  him  relating  to  the  Corporation, 
but  pleaded  ignorance,  and  dm  he  went  widi 
Thomson  to  get  out  what  he  could  of  him,  but 
could  get  nothing.  And  die  examinant  asked 
Robinson,  if  he  hnd  seen  Burroughs,  or  Squire ; 
Robinson  said,  he  had  not,  and  expressed  a re- 
sentment against  them  both. 

William  Burroughs,  esa.  one'  other  of  the 
Committee,  being  examined,  said,  Thut  he  do«s 
not  know  of  any  einbezaleuient  made  of  sums 
of  money  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  but 
what  he  more  apprehends  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  Robipson  and  Thompson,  and  can-' 
not  say  for  whose  benefit  the  same  was  applied  ; 
and  further  said,  that  Kdbinson  nnd  Thompson 
have  bought  and  sold  shares  for  almost  all  the 
directors,  and  paid  for  them ; and  said,  that 
shures  have  teen  bought  for  the  joint  account 
of  sir  Archibald  Grunt,  the  examinant.  Squire, 
Robinson,  and  Thomson ; and  the  said  Robin- 
son nod  Thomson  have  paid  in  on  the  exami- 
nant's shares,  hut  cannot  recollect  that  they 
paid  in  on  any  others.  And  the  examinant  al- 
so said,  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  he 
never  knew  or  heard,  that  any  money  or 
shares  was,  or  any  promise,  given,  for  obtain- 
ing of  the  licences  ; thnt  before  the  obtaining 
of  the  second  licence,  the  examinant  transferred 
sev^raj^ahwes,  which  werp.  bought  by  him,  t* 
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Mr.  George  Tflsnn.wh'o  paid  tbe  market  price 
for  them,  which  wax  six  nr  seven  pounds  per 
share,  it  till  kl&o'  paid  id  'oil  the  !prjviu*geS;'and 
the  "said  TiWln  lias  paid  ’1 fc>/.(  per  share  ; and 
it  will  appear  by  the  Corpbi'atibifa  boolisj 
when  the  same  was  transferred.  That  the  ex- 
aminnnt'was  privy  to  all  rlie  charges  pgid  for 
obtaining  the  second  licence,  which  Amounted 
to  30()/.  hod'  was  paid  in  money  ; and  also - 
said,  that  he  never  knew  or  heard" ofThumson 
making  fictitious  certificates,  until  he  weut 
away;  and  apprehends,  these  misfortunes 
could  not  have  happened  to  the  Corporation, 
but  by  the  connivance  of  their  principal  ser- 
vants, who  were  Thomson,  Robinson,  and  Mr. 
Tench,  their  late  cashier.  And  the  examinant 
said,  he  was  employed  in  soliciting  the  last  li- 
cence, and  paid  some  of  ihe  feeF,  mid  made  an 
affidavit  of  the  300,000/.  being  lent  out,  which 
affidavit  was  iu  the  hands  of  sir  Philip  York; 
and  when the  same  wasobtained,  the  examinant 
was  in  Scotland.  And  being  asked,  if  he  knew 
of  any  money  or  shares  given  to  any  person, 
whilst  the  Corporation  was  before  the  parlia- 
ment last  session,  the  examiuant  said,  he  knew 
of  none  directly,  but  has  heard  it  said 
such  a thing  might  he  necessary  or  agreea- 
ble ; and  being  asked,  who  it  was  that  said  so, 
the  examinant  said,  he  lienrd  it  from  more  than 
one,  and  was  difficult  to  recollect  their  names ; 
that  lie  did  not  apprehend  the  badness  of  the 
CorpoVatiou  affairs,  but  since  Thomson  and 
Rbbiusou  went;  and  it  never  came  to  his 
knowledge,  that  Thomson  could  draw  out  the 
Corporation  money,  as  he  pleased  ; and  never 
knew  he  was  concerned  or  carried  011  any  trade, 
except  that  of  the  mines  ill  Scotland,  anil  Nor- 
way ; and  that  Thomson  had  taken  an  oath 
before  the  affair  was  in' parliament,  that  lie  had 
not  traded  for  19,000/.  during  the  time  he 
had  belonged  to  the  Corporation  ; but  the  exa- 
minantknew,  he  bad  brothers  in  trade,  and  that 
his  father  frequently  drew  bills  of  exchange 
upon  him,  and  was  looked  upon  to  be  a great 
blinker  or  goldsmith,  and  a man  of  fortune. 
And  the  examinunt  also  said,  he  never  was  pos- 
sessed with  e jealousy,  that  Thumson  had  the 
command  of  the  Corporation  mouty  ; and  fur- 
ther said,  that  there  was  an  account  of  shares 
.bought  between  five  gentlemen,  viz.  sir  Archi- 
bald Grant,  the  examinant,  Squire,  Robinson, 
aud  Thomson,  which  account  Robinson  was  to 
have  kept,  of  which  fie  sometimes  had  memo- 
randums ; that  there  was  also  number  account 
between  four  of  the  before-liamed  gentlemen 
(sir  Archibald  Grant  excluded)  in  purchasing 
of  shares;  and  chat  Robinson  has  never  given 
any  account  for  nny  part  of  the  same ; that  a 
memorandum  of  shares  bought  was  signed  by- 
four  of  the  gentlemen,  and  the  same  were  kept 
by  Thomson;  and  the  said  five  gentlemen 
*.  ere  concerned  in  the  mines,  and  used  frequent- 
ly'to  meet  diice  a week  at  Mr.  -Lenfe’s  or  at 
Pontac’s  to  consider  of  them ; that  the  said 
shares  were  purchased  in  hrtpes  Of  a ri.-tf,  and 
never  had  any  transactions  of  consequence 
with  lto|«pson;'hut  York „ |tofk  pptl  Shares j , 


and  does  not  remember,  that  ever  Robinson 
paid  111  mi  nny  privilege  shares  for  ihe  ticcouni 
of  five,  or  that  any  dividends  were  received  oq 
tbe  said  privileges  ; that  there  was  a trottsiic- 
tionof  90,000/.  York  stock  bought  at  12 1 for 
time,  wherein  No.  £ were  concerned,  though 
not  equally;  fthvf’ coqld  have  pledged  it  for  jj 
before  it  canie  due,  and  couTd  siiice  have  sold 
it  from  35  to'  39 ; which  Robinson  has  since 
sold,  and  does  not  recollect  that  ever  any  great 
loss  happened  to  them,  blit  on  the  contrary 
great  advantages  have'  accrued  by  such  tran- 
sactions ; that  each  we/e  at  liberty  to  sell 
when  they  thought  proper,  and  had  116'  share  in 
eacli  others  profit  made,  either  in  shares,  or 
York  stock  ; and  said,  ihnt  one  of  the  occasions 
of  their  agreement  10  buy  shares  was,  that  Wo6d 
had  got  great  numbers  of  shares  from  sir  John 
Meres;  mid  were  afraid,  he  would  load  the 
market,  and  that  Robinson  hud  all  the  shares 
at  first  in  his  power ; that  being  asked,  who 
attended  10  solicit  tbe  second  licence,  the  ex. 
aminant  said,  that  sir  Robert  Suttoii,  sir  Archi- 
bald Grant,  Mr.  Bond,  mid  the  examinant,  at- 
tended; and  that  the  licence  bears  dato  from 
the  time  of  going  our.  of  the  secretary’s  of- 
fice,  and  was  dated  a long  time  before  it  wai 
finished ; that  he  went  to  Hampton  Court 
to  fetch  the  said  licence,  and  believes,  the 
proprietors  were  apprised  of  the  intention  of 
obtaining  the  said  licence,  Bnd  nil  the  directora 
were  acquainted  with  it,  and  that  it  was  impos- 
sible it  should  be  done  without  an  order  of  the 
Committee  ; and  if  there  was  not,  it  was  usual 
for  the  directors  of  Corporations  to  get  whnt 
advantages  they  could  for  the  propiietors,  with- 
out acquainting  them  with  it;  ilmt  the  exami- 
nant sent  a letter  to  sir  John  Meres  of  the  li- 
cence being  obtained,  who  seut  him  back  iu 
answer,  that  he  had  an  express  from  Hampton 
Court  of  the  some  being  obtained,  .half  an  liour 
before  the  examinant’s  letter  came. 

.That  being  asked,  if  it  was  never  debated  or 
talked  of  at  n Committee,  to  give  shares  to  pro- 
cure an  interest,  while  they  were  before;  the 
parliament,  the  examinant  said,  that  he  be- 
lieved such  a thing  in  general  was  mentioned 
as  agreeable  and  necessary,  but  by  whom,  he 
could  not  ally  ; and  also  believes,  it  wax  never 
put  in  execution. 

William  Burroughs,  esq.  being  further  exa- 
mined, said,  that  he  does  not  know  of  any 
embezzlements  made  of  sums  of  money  belong- 
ing 10  the  Charitable  Corporation  by  any  per- 
son or  persona,  except  by  Mr.  Higgs  the  secre- 
tary. and  one  Cock  formerly  a warehouse 
keeper;  but  the  Examinant  has  had  money 
from  Thomson,  and  imagined  it  was  his  own; 
anti  hns  since  Tlnnisnn  went  away,  imagined, 
that  he  made  ficulious  certifrtates,  attu  pur- 
chased defeazances  of  the  real  borrowers, 
has  sold  the  goods  11ml  applied  the  money' to. 
his1  own  use:  and  being  naked:  to  explain tnjf 
same,  he  said,  suppose  a pledge  made  for. 
twelve  months,  at  the  expiration  whereof 
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tbein,  and  the  person  npl  being  capable  to  re- 
deem the  same,  might  take  1Q0/.  inure  than 
what  he  pledged  them  for,  by  wjiitb  means 
. Thomson  obtains  the  defeazance,  and  sells 
the  goods  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Corpo- 

. And  farther  said,  That  Thomson  and  Robin- 
son had  taken  in  shares  for  the  examinant,  end 
the  Others  concerned  in  the  agreement,  but 
Cannot  recollect ; and  have  bought  shares  for 
sir  Robot  Sutton,  and  most  of  the  committee 
and  assistants;  and  that  Robinson  and  Thom- 
son have  paid  in  on  such  shnr,  s purchased  for 
No.  4 and  5;  and  does Hot  know  of  any  mo- 
tley or  shares  given  to  any  person  whatsoever 
for  obtaining  the  lirenpes.  to  the  best  of  bis 
knowledge ; and  believes  the  books  do  not. 
Inciilrm  uoy  such  thing;  bat  that  Thom, on 
nnd  Robinson  bad  numbers  of  shares  in  their 
power;  und  does  not  know , that  either  of  them 
disposed  of  such  shares  ut  a low  price,  to  induce 
any  person  to  assist  the  Corporation,  whilst 
they  were  before  the  parliament,  or  that  uny 
person  was  empowered  to  make  sucli  an  offer, 
to  the  best  of  bis  knowledge. 

And  tbe  examinant  further  said,  That  he  wns 
present  at  a meeting,  and  believes  tbe  same 
iliglit  tbe  order  of  tbe  Home  of  Commons  was 
made  for  the  Corporation  to  lay  their  Book  of 
Orders  before  them,  when  sir  Robert  Sutton, 
Air.  Bond,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  und  believes 
some  others,  and  u mixed  company,  but  cannot 
say,  whether  n was  ut  the  King's  Arms,  or  at 
tjjc  Star  nnd  Garter  tavern  in  Pall  Mull ; and 
dues  not  remember  any  debnie  of  importance 
about  what  books  sliuuld  be  produced,  but  be- 
lieves, a doubt  arose  about  the  books  ordered, 
and  does  not  remember  tbe  particulars  of  it, 
and  cannot  recollect  that  any  books  were  at 
the  tavern;  but  tbo  examinant  said,  be  thinks 
the  next  morning  ut  the  Corporation  house  in 
Spring  Garden,  some  words  passed  about  what 
books  were  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  House; 
anti  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  lay  lire  book, 
wherein  were  entered  deeds,  leases  and  con- 
tracts; buttock  the  buoks  of  instructions  rp 
their  sevrrul  officers  und  servants,  and  the  bonk 
of  dividends,  to  be  the -most  proper  books; 
and  believes,  it  might  be  said,  that  one  Look 
would  be  very  prejudicial,- if  sent;  the  same 
not  being  asked  for,  it  was  thought  very  impro-  , 
per  to  send  it ; and  tbe  particular  reason  for 
not  sending  the  said  book,  it  wns  thought  ft 
would  be  prejudicial. 

And  the  exnminau^furthcr  said,  that  hedoes 
not  know  of  any  sums  of  mouey,  or  Charitable 
Corporation  shares,  given  to  any  persons  abso- 
lutely, or  only  upon  their  notes,  w hilst  the  Cor- 
poration affairs  were  depending  in  the  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament;  but  the  examinant  being 
informed  by  Thomson,  that  he  bad  sold  U00 
shares  of  the  examinant's  to  sir  Thomas  Robiu- 
spn,  a member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  at  a 
market  price,  upon  which  the  examinant  trans- 
ferred them  to  David  Faikney,  who  transferred 
tbe  same  to  sir  Thomas  Robinson  ; aud  Thom- 
son told  him,  lie.  would  receive  the  tao^ey,ttud 
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actually  sent  7 or  800/.  of  the  same  to  the  exa- 
minant, nnd  was  (o  account  for  the  remainder, 
who  did  not  kpow  what  the  whole  amounted  ip; 
that  afterwards  300  shares  more  of  the  exami- 
nant’s were  sold  to  air  Thomas . Kybipspn, 
which  were  transferred  by  xhe  examinant  tu.  a 
third. person,  for  which  the  examinant  receive*! 
of  sir  Robert  Sutrop  1,900/.  after  sir  Thomas 
was  gone  to  France;  and  the  said  shares 
were  part  of  the  shares  belonging  Ur  No.. 3,  and. 
that  directors  of  companies  seldom  transfer 
their  own  stocks,  but  chiefly  by  a third  person ; 
and  did  not  iransfer,  any  other  shares,  or  knew 
that  apy. other,  person  had,  to  members. 

A ml  further , said,  ]‘hat,  sir  Archibald  Grant, 
talking  withtlieiexaimiinnt  about  the  affairs  of 
the  Corp'ir-iuVn,  whilst  before  the  parliament, 
sir  Archibald  said,  Sjiu.-ig  »e  think  it  necessary 
to  get.  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  figure  to  assist, 
us,  muy  be,  I can  dispose  of  a thousand  shares, 
amongst  some  friends ; but  the  examinant  said,, 
lie  believes  the  same  wns  not  done;  and  knows, 
not  of  any  piupey., or  shares  given  to  ouy  per- 
sons for  their  assistance  iu  obtaining  the  li- 
cences, pr  for  any  interest  or  friendship,  whilst 
their  affairs  were  depending,  or  beard  any  pro- 
posal for  giving  stock  to  peisons  without  paying 
for  the  same,  until  they  were  disposed  ot,  or  of 
stuck  being  sold  to  members  for  time,  or  of 
shares  being  sold  ut  an  under  price,  than  what 
they  would  sell  for  at  market. 

And  also  said.  That  Mr.  George  Tilson  paid 
the  market  price  for  the  shares  bought  by  him 
of  the  examinant,  and  part  of  the  money  wns 
paid  before  they  w ere  transferred,  und  the  re- 
maining part  on  transferring  the  same;  that  he 
believes  that  sir  Robert  Sutton  spoke  to  Mr. 
Tilson  to  become  a propreilor ; tout  it  was  a 
good  thing,  that  it  was  before  the  obtaining  the 
second  licence. 

And  being  asked,  if  there  was  not  an  uneasi- 
ness among  the  Committee,  nr  were  nut  ap- 
prehensive of  the  large  balance  in  Robiusun'i 
irunds  before  he  went,  exsminnut  said,  they 
were  uneasy  about  the  balance  due  from  Ro- 
binson, nnd  culled  on  him  to  setile  .with  tbe 
Corporation;  nnd  that  Robinson  made  over 
his  shares  and  estate  to  sir  Robert  Sutton,  in 
trust  as  a security  to  answer  the  said  balance, 
and  soon  after  gnve  a boud  and  judgment  of  all 
bis  effects  to  sir  Archibald  Grant,  and  Mr. 
Molesworth ; and  before  Thomson  went  away, 
there  was  an  uneasiness  among  the  Committee 
with  respect  to  their  warehouses ; and  called 
apon  the  s*id  Thomson  to  lay  a state  of  the 
same  before  them,  which  he  promised  but  never 
did;  and  bad  no  apprehension,  that  Robinson 
was  indebted  to  Thomson. 

And  the  examinant  further  said,  that  in  May 
last  it  was  agreed  on  at  a Committee,  tlmt  new 
notes  to  tlie  amount  of  60,000/.  should  he 
made  out,  with  which  it  was  designed  to  takp 
up  the  old  notes  at  that  time  due,  or  would  be 
due  in  a short  lime;  aud  accordingly  notes 
were  rtoade  out  and  made  to  bear  date  before 
the  determination  of  parliament  that  po  more 
notes  should  be  iuued ; aud  were. sij'iitd  by, 
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Tench,  and  not  by  any  other  person,  and  were 
then  locked  up,  and  afterwards  destroyed  ; and 
bonds  were  created,  as  being  more  acceptable, 
and  were  to  take  up  due  notes,  or  as  they 
•honld  become  due  j and  an  order  was  made 
for  Robinson  to  hare  -1,000/.  in  bonds  for  the 
same  purpose ; that  when  pledges  have  been 
rtnewed,  new  notes  have  been  struck,  and  to 
the  beM  of  his  knowledge  no  inquiry  tens  ever 
mode  about  pledges  subsisting  upon  renewals  ; 
and,  believes,  their  ruin  is  in  some  measure 
owing  to  that. 

And  the  examinant  said;  he  was  at  a meet- 
ing with  Jones  the  auctioneer,  who  was  a 
troublesome  man,  and  said,  Jones  then  com- 
plained of  his  being  injured  by  private  sales: 
That  he  seldom  attended  at  the  Corporation 
house,  but  when  the  Corporation  was  before 
the  parliament,  he  then  complained  and  insisted 
on  what  was  due  front  the  Corporation,  other- 
wise he  would  publish  a paper,  which  he  shewed 
the  examinant,  and  read  a paragraph  out  of 
the  same,  which  was  hot  true;  and  the  exami- 
nant told  him,  he  should  be  Satisfied,  and  ac- 
cordingly gave  him  n note  for  500/.  great  part 
of  which  was  due  from  the  Corporation  to  hint, 
which  he  afterwards  Sued  the  examinant  for : 
The  examinant  believes,  he  has  the  said  paper 
by  him,  and  never  shewed  it  to  sir  Robert 
Sutton  or  any  other  of  the  Committee ; and 
was  desired  by  sir  Robert  Sutton,  Mr.  Moles- 
worth,  and  several  others,  to  make  Jones  easy, 
and  has  not  been  reimbursed  the  said  500/. 
but  believes  the  Committee  intended  to  make 
it  good:  That  the  private  sales  Jones  com- 
plained of  was  no  otherwise,  but  that  the 
owners  of  goods  had  the  liberty  of  selling  the 
same,  and  does  not  remember  of  the  least  men- 
tion made  in  the  said  paper,  that  it  was  in 
Thomson's  power  to  draw  all  the  cash  but  of 
^Corporation  by  fictitious  certificates. 

And  the  examinant  also  said,  that  when  the 
before-mentioned  notes  were  ordered  to  he 
made,  he  is  positive  sir  Robert  Sutton,  Mr. 
Bond,  Mr.  Molesworth,  sir  Archibald  Grant, 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Squire,  Were 
present  with  the  examinant,  who  made  a 
minute  for  making  the  snid  notes  on  a loose 
paper,  which  was  locked  up  in  the  chest  with  ( 
the  said  notes ; and  remembers  at  the  tame 
time,  that  Squire,  Jackson,  and  the  examinant, 
were  to  see  the  same  performed,  and  Tench 
was  present,  who  signed  the  said  notes;  and 
believes  Mr.  Waidwriglit  was  backwards  and 
forwurds,  hut  did  not  sign  them,  or  any  of  the 
Committee  or  Assistants,  which  must  have  l.e<  n 
done  hetbre  the  same  could  have  beeu  issued  ; 
and  the  said  notes  were  dated  the  day  they 
were  made,  which  was  prior  to  the  time  hunted 
in  the  bill ; tdiil  Were  made  of  the  same  pap'br 
at  he  pledge  notes,  but  not  numbered  or 
marked,  as  being  of  no  signification. 

Then  a Minute  of  the  Court  of  Committee, 
the  8th  of  November,  1726.  was  read  ; it  was 
ordered,  that  not  anv  more  should  be  lent  upon 
bne  pledge  than  2,000/.  without  application. 


had  been  made  for  lending  a greater  sum  on 
one  pledge,  but  eannot  particularly  remember 
.it;  and  snid,  the  Committee  condescended  to 
whatever  Thomson  thought  proper:  That  being 
asked,  if  rent  for  warehouses  hod  ever  beat 
brought  to  account,  the  examinant  said,  he  re- 
membered to  have  once  seen  an  account  of 
warehouse  rent ; but  knows  of  no  order  made 
for  inspecting  the  warehouses  of  the  said  Cor- 
poration in  February,  1780 ; for  the  books 
were  sufficient  to  shew  wbat  they  had,  pro. 
vided  real  pledges  had  been  therein;  and  said 
he  did  not  know  or  apprehend  any  embezzle 
tnents  Imd  been  made',  when  the  Corporation 
Was  before  the  parliament  lust  session ; and 
said,  that  lie  hkd  heard  of  Robinson’s  trans- 
actions in  South  Sea  and  India  stock,  but  had 
no  jealousy  of  binx  but  from  the  great  balance 
remaining  iu  his  bands;  and  at  the  same  time 
believed,  he  bad  good  principals,  and  was  sup., 
ported  by  men  ot  fortune  and  figure;  and  the 
examinant  further  said,  he  remembers  it  was 
mentioned  at  a Committee,  and  believes  sir 
Robert  Sutton  was  then  present,  that  it  would 
be  of  service  to  the  Corporation,  if  gentlemen 
of  both  houses  and  men  of  substance  had  stock; 
and  does  not  know  any  proposal  was  made,  blit 
that  every  gentleman  should  speak  to  his 
friends  to  engage  tliem  to  become  proprietors: 
That  he  also  said  Mr.  Robinson  had  informed 
the  examinant,  that  Mr.  Hughes,  a member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  had  made  a demand 
of  him  for  services  done  lor  the  Corporation  in 
the  last  session  of  parliament,  and  had  com- 
plained to  the  said  Robinson,  that  be  had  been 
ill  dealt  with,  the  examinant  apprehended  he 
meant  by  the  Corporation ; and  said,  that  fie 
had  some  discourse  with  sir  Archibald  Grant 
about  the  saute,  and  believes,  it  might  be  men- 
tioned in  the  Committee  room,  when  several 
gentlemen  were  present  at  such  conversation, 
and  believes  sir  Robert  Sutton  and  Mr.  Moles- 
worth were  there,  and  happened  after  the  par- 
liament was  risen,  but  could  not  say  any  grati- 
fication was  made;  if  there  was  any,  it  whi 
done  by  Robinson,  but  lie  does  not  know  it, 
and  believes  not  any  Was  given,  and  appre- 
hends Robinson  mentioned  it  as  a thing  proper 
to  be  done;  and  thb  examinant  could  not  say 
he  discouraged  it,  and  cannot  remember  any 
erson  made  application  to  sUDpon  it,  but  lio- 
inson,  « ho  seemed  to  smile,  when  be  first  men- 
tioned it. 

And  also  said,  that  sir  Thomas  Robin.-ofl 
bonglit  the  shares  before  mentioned  absolutely, 
ami  at  the  market  price,  anil  was,  as  he  be- 
lieves, to  have  no  consideration  in  any  shape, 
if  fallen  below  the  price  be  paid  for  them. 

Thomas  Henke,  esq.  one  of  the  assistants, 
being  examined,  said,  that  lie  bus  been  ill  * 
considerable  while,  and  did  not  know  nf  any 
embezzlements  made  before  Thomson  went 
away ; tliut  when  lie  has  gone  to  the  house  on 
Lawrence  I’nuinney  bill,  the  Gtimiilittee  have 
been  generally  rising,  and  cannot  account  for 
the  mismanagements  which  have  lmppened-; 

jfcMtm  jg^RgMtety* 
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npprehended,  the  some  was  only  nominal,  and 
i when  he  has  been  at  the  Committee,  he  ob- 
served the  business  of  the  Corporation  was 
chiefly  managed  by  Mr.  Burroughs,  Mr.  Squire, 
and  sir  Archibald  Grant,  who  were  the  leading 
1 men ; and  sir  Hubert  Sutton  and  Mr,  Bond 
1 were  frequently  there,  and  came  into  (heir 
measure*. 

John  Ttrrriunn,  esq.  one  other  of  the  Assis- 
, taut*,  being  examined,  said,  he  was  drawn  in 

I to  buy  shares  at  a high  price,  via.  15/.  per 
sllara,  fell  afterwards  to  6/.  was  tlien  solicit- 
ed to  come  into  the  direction ; and  when 
any  thing  appeared  irregular,  or  nut  agree- 
able to  the  charter,  the  examinant  voted 
against  it,  and  made  it  his  study  to  think  of 
good  orders  and  checks,  as  well  for  the  directors 
i as  the  officers,  to  prevent  any  mismanagements, 

I and  which,  order  the  examinant  often  insisted 
should  be  put  in  use,  and  complained  of  their 
, being  neglected,  desired  them  to  be  copied  for 
j the  board,  and  that  copies  should  be  given  the 
I officers,  to  whom  they  related,  and  wlten  they 
j were  forgot,  or  purposely  dispeused  with,  he 
| moved  for  their  revival,  and  the  same  were 
| often  repeated.  One  of  these  very  often  insist- 
! ed  upon  war,  thnt  the  pledge  book  and  cerfifi- 
I cates  of  pledges,  shewing  where  each  pledge 
I was  deposited,  should  be  laid  upon  the  table, 

I which  not  being  done,  the  examinant  cnlled 
1 upon  Thomson,  and  impeached  him  to  the 
> committee  for  not  complying  therewith ; the 
»•  difficulty  Of  doing  it  was  pleaded  hurry  of  busi- 
I ness.aud  athingalmostimpracticable,and would 
j prevent  business,  because  borrowers  would  not 
I have  their  names  known : these  excuses  were 
I allowed  and  strengthened  by  gentlemen  Ht  the 
I board,  Burroughs,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  Squire, 

II  and  sometimes  sir  Robert  Sutton : that  at  the 
I committee  of  accounts,  to  which  all  others  were 
r • appointed,  the  examinant  constantly  attended, 
and  seldom  or  never  failed  to  call  for  the  ac- 
counts of  cash  as  well  as  pledge  bonks,  which 
accounts  of  cash  were  always  produced  to  him, 
when  called  for,  hut  not  otherwise;  upon  the 
account  from  the  1st  to  the  12th  of  February,  | 
\ 1730,  proposed,  as  he  Imd  many  times  before, 
a visitation  of  the  warehouses,  and  survey  of  the 
pledges,  which  tvns  promised  should  be  done, 
and  many  days  sec  fur  so  doing,  hut  was  pro- 
tracted from  time  to  time,  till  the  city  petition- 
ed the  Parliament,  when  the  necessary  prepa- 
ration for  the  company’s  defence  gave  interrup- 
tion thereto,  and  wns  pleaded  in  excuse  of  its 
being  neglected:  at  the  same  time  the  exami- 
unnt  complained  against  Robinson's  having  so 
large  cash  in  his  hands,  and  obtained  an  order 
to  be  sent  him  to  reduce  his  balance.  This  was 
pleaded  for  nevertheless,  though  the  examinant 
complained  uf  the  unreasonableness  of  allowing 
him  one  per  cent,  for  circulating  the  notes,  if 
he  wns  to  do  it  with  the  Company’s  own 
money.  The  ressun  given  in  support  of  this 
was,  that  he  having  engaged  with  such  whs  had 
taken  the  notes  from  him,  to  exchange  them 
again  for  money  at  any  time,  giving  him  three, 
eight  or  ten  dByyxwik^^pv  Jrbiaiielf  thereby, , 


in  Hanger  of  being  pressed  and  overdrawn,, 
which  might  occasion  him  to  pul  off  notes  that 
were  due,  or  to  hreak  his  promise  with  such 
whose  notes  he  had  agreed  to  exchange;  that 
this  would  baulk  the  credit  of  the  company,  and 
Work  its  ruin.  A gradual  reduction  o as  engag- 
ed for,  and  that  so  much  should  neeer  be-  m* 
his  hands  ngaiu.  The  gentlemen  who  chiefly 
engrossed  the  management,  were  sir  Archibald 
Grant,  Burroughs,  and  Squire,  who  examined 
the  books  themselves,  never  suffering  ibe  exami- 
nant to  have  access  to  any  books,  but  during 
their  examinations  was  employed  in  something 
of  little  nr  no  moment : and  because  the  exami- 
nant had  been  so  busy  and  active  at  the  first, 
and  in  some  son  the  chief  instrument  io  bring- 
ing this  matter  of  inquiry  to  Parliament,  had 
been  threatened  to  be  impeached  for  breaking 
open  a lock,  and  Mr.  Groves  told  the  exami- 
nant, that  Squire  purposely  gave  out  this  ti» 
vilify  him.  The  examinant  mentioned  it,  that 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  the 
same  ; and  replied,  that  though  he  had  been  n 
director  from  the  1st  of  the  year  1727,  to  the 
11th  of  May,  1731,  he  had  never  been  n guilty 
one ; and  said,  lie  opposed  the  Supersedeas 
of  Robinson's  statute  in  several  general  courts 
called  by  the  directors  for  thnt  purpose,  as  well 
us  for  the  opening  of  the  books,  ana  this  he  also 
opposed : that  he  had  n good  opinion  of  nil  the 
directors,  till  lie  found  there  had  been  a great 
embezzlement,  and  that  he  still  retained  the 
same  opinion  of  some  ; and  being  asked  an  in- 
stance of  whnl  lie  principally  objected  to,  tha 
examinant  said,  that  he  particularly  remember- 
ed, the  lending  of  large  sums  was  a point  which 
always  stuck  with  him,  as  being  against  the 
title  of  the  charier;  butthat  upon  the  enlarge- 
ment for  200,000/.  Burroughs,  Squire,  sir 
Archibald  Grunr,  and  sir  Robert  Sutton,  suid, 
it  was  granted  for  the  encouragement  of  trade, 
and  for  lending  large  sums  of  money  upofi  mer- 
chandises and  manufactures,  agreeable  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  presented  to  the  king  for 
the  same  ; hut  they  insisted,  ii  was  impossible 
two  houses  could  be  supported  without  lending 
large  sums.  living  asked,  what  was  said,  when 
lie  moved  for  the  pledge  books  to  be  laid  be- 
fore them ; the  examinant  said,  he  wns  often 
laughed  at  by  sir  Archibald,  But roughs,  mid 
Squire,  who  were  always  there ; ami  being 
asked,  if  Mr.  Bond  »w  there  always,  ho  said, 
more  seldom  for  the  latter  than  the  former  part 
of  his  time. 

Being  ft-ked,  how  many  times  he  bad  called 
for  rbe  Pledge  Books,  sairf,  he  believed  at  least 
a hundred  times,  and  always  thought  sir  Ro- 
bert Suttnn  was  a favourer  of  Thomson,  and 
bad  never  known  him  to  dis-rnt  nr  Come  over 
from  the  opinion  of  Burroughs,  Squire,  and  sir 
Archibald  Grunt;  declared,  he  heard  in  rhe 
| city  n report  of  Thomson’s  carrying  on  a trade, 
and  having  called  him  up  to  rhe  committee,  im- 
peached him  to  them  ; he  denied  the  report ; 
sir  Archibald  before  his  foci-  said,  it  was  of  the 
examinant's  own  rahinc,  if  lie  would  not  tell 
■•it*  : Wlhvtlb  tiMri  SJ&Hr  tf;  s'1*  did  not 
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prove  the  assertion,  lie  sliould  be  made.  This 
was  the  occasion  that  the  officers  Were  called  to 
give  bonds  for  not  buying  at  sales,  which  was 
generally  agreed  to.  Sir  . Hubert  Sutton  readily 
come  into  it.  Altar  the  examinaut  had  been 
in  a year,  he  proposed  a supervisor ; but  the 
gentlemen  before  mimed,  pleading  not  only 
Thomson's  ability,  .but  integrity,  ’would  not 
come  into  it,  and  opposed  it,  and  pleaded 
increasing  the  charges;  so  he  never  proposed 


And  said,  the  great  book  (meaning  the  pledge 
ledger)  was  never  brought  up,  but  when  Bur- 
roughs came,  whose  province  it  was  to  exa- 
mine that;  and  the  stock  ledger  the  examinant 
never  saw.1  That  as  to  the  dividends,  was  told, 
sir  Robert  Suttnn  was  always  consulted,  which 
were  agreed  to  at  a private  meet  ing  ot' some  of 
the  Committee,  before  it  was  mentioned  ut  the 
board,  and  was  never  regularly  considered  (here, 
not  considered  ut  all,  after  the  second  five  shil- 
lings dividend.  The  rule  was  to  be  here  fixed, 
and  remained-  so  till  the  city  putting  them  to 
charge,  they  reduced  it  to  3s.  (id. : that  he  had 
no  jealousy,  when  be  desired  to  see  the  ware- 
houses, that  there  were  none ; but  believing, 
when  the  money  appearing  to  he  lent  rose  to 
400,0007.  and  upwards,  the  two  houses  could 
scarcely  contain  the  pledges  for  such  a suin,  de- 
sired to  know,  where  the  other  warehouses 
were,  concluding  there  were  others ; aud  fur- 
ther said,  that  upon  Mr.  Strange's  returning  his 
retainer,  the  Company  were  alarmed,  expect- 
ing the  Bank  to  join  the  city  against  them  in 
Parliament.  Upon  this,  sir  Robert  Sution,  sir 
Archibald  Grant,  and  Mr.  Bond,  went  to  the 
Rank,  and  promised  a court  of  directors  then 
sitting,  ucver  to  issue  from  aud  after  that  day, 
one  more  note,  desiring  them  upon  this  conces- 
sion, not  to  stir  against  the  Company,  nor  to 
assist  the  city.  Sir  Robert  promised  this,  in 
e of  tiie  whole  board,  and  declared,  he  i 


would  go  back,  and  call  a court  of  committee, 
and  would  come  to  such  a resolution,  and  would 
scad  them  a copy  of  such  resolution,  signed  by 
their  secretary;  to  give  thorn  llie  strongest 
assurance  possible.  This  committee  was 
called  on  the  30th  of  March,  1730,  and 
the  examinant  was  present,  and  joined  in  the 
resolution  of  not  issuing  any 


in  his  family,  and  he  went  oiit_.no  more  that 
day  nor  the  next,  but  sent  word  that  afternoon 
if  Burroughs  was  come,  he  should  be  glad  pj 
see  -liirir.  Squire  sent  him  word,  the  next 
nioVnmg  would  do  ; then  he  came  and  told  the 
examinant,  the  secret  was,  that,  at  a m*etmE 
the  night  hetbre  at  sir  Archibald  Grant’s,  it  hhd 
been  resolved  to  issue  30,0007.  notes,  either 
antedating  them,  or  issuing  them  for  six  tty  tilths 
only,  from  the  lOih  und  lltli  of  May ; and  i|mt 
Burroughs, -who  had  the  other  key,  wus  waiting 


for  him  at  the  coffee-house.  The  examinant 
told  him,  for  several  reasons  he  was  against 
this  proceeding,  aud  mentioned  sir  Robert  Sut- 
ton's promise  to  the  Bank,  the  Minutes  on  the 
Book  (a  copy  of  which  was  voted  to  he  sent  to 
them  for  their  assurance)  sir  Robert's  Declare-' 
tion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  Bill, 
which  passed  that  House,  restricting  the  Com- 
pany front  issuing  either  nous  or  bonds,  from 
and  after  the  15.th  of  May;  all  which  he 
seemed  to  think  of  no  forci>,  because  the  Bank 
did  interest  themselves,  he  said,  against  the 
Company;  the  Bill  did  not  pass  into  a law, 
and  therefore  no  Bill  and  no  restraint : upon 
which  the  examinant  urged  the  necessity  of  call- 
ing for  so  much  money  from  George  Robinson, 
complaining,  that  it  was  very  great  folly  mid 
madness,  to  leave  so  much  money  in  his  blinds; 
and  that  if  he  could  not  pay  oil'  notes,  without 
having  new  ones  coined  for  him,  there  must  he 
a deficiency  nt  last ; and  observed  further,  that 
the  Corporation’s  notes  could  not  be  struck  but 
upon  pledges,  and  asked  whether  they  had  now 
an  offer  for  S0,000t".  in  pledges;  he  answered, 
No,  but  that  these  notes  being  antedated  to  the 
Bill,  might  be  kept  till  they  were  wanted  ; but 
the  examinant  answered,  that  was  nn  evasion, 
and  besides  too  great  a trust  for  Tench,  or  to 
be  added  to  Robinson,  who  bad  so  much  al- 
ready, aud  which  he  insisted  shuiild  be  called 
out.  He  left  the  examinant  in  much  displeu- 
sdre,  saying,  he  would  see  what  Robinson  . 
could  say,  and  soon  after  sent  Burroughs,  who 
using  as  much  or  more  iiffportuuity  was  an- 
swered in  the  same  manner ; he  urged  present 
necessity,  the  delicate  nature  of  credit,  that  the 
notes  must  not  be  baulked,  and  that  the  dehis 
should  not  be  increased,  but  those  notes  only 


of  sending  the  Bank  a copy,  and  was  desired  employed  to  take  up  others;  which  tb 


by  sir  Roliert  Sutton  to  be  very  careful,  and 
see  every  tiling  locked  up  relating  to  the  notes, 
aud  io  keep  the  key,  never  delivering  any  notes 
out;  which  the  cxainiimnt  did.  The  next 
morning  Mr.  Burroughs  had  .the  other  key  of 
this  box,  in  which  were  the  keys  of  the.  iron 
chest;  no  attempt  was  made  to  get  the  said 
key  from  him  till  thelltllof  May.  On  the 
8th  preceding,  being  Saturday,  seeing  Squire  at 
llie  coffee-house,  he  desired  the  examinant  to 
come  thither  ou  Monday  morning  very  early, 
saying,  he  believed  he  should  have  something 
to  tell  the’ examinant  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
pany. When  Burroughs  came  into  the  city, 
examinant  went;  he  desired  him  to 'stay  till 
Qu  troughs  empe  ^ butgoingliqtnej  a^oqt  twelve 


answered  was  not  the  true  meaning  of  is- 
suing specific  notes  upon  specific  pledges.  Bur- 
roughs left  him,  and  came  to  him  again  some 
time  after  with  Squire,  importuning  him  tit  first, 
and  bullying  hiifi  afterwards.  But  upon  ob- 
serving, that  new  notes  coined  without  new 
pledges  made,  was  increasing  the  debt,  without 
having  any  addition  of  security,  because  every 
note  oughi  to  be  doubly  secured  by  its  proper 
pledge,  but  if  they  went  on  so,  they  would 
render  the  notes  that  were  out,  insecure ; anil 
(hat  these  notes  either  antedated  six  months,-, 
or  issued  only  for  six  months  front  the  10th  and 
lltlr  of  May,  would  become  due  just  before  the 
examinant's;  and  that  in  Nnveinher  next,  they 
wojild  have  dear  6(^0007.  to  raise,  if  they  w«r* 
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to  payoff  all  nates  which  became  then  tine: 
This  difficulty  they  thought  being  removed,  they 
should  prevail ; offering,  that  Robinson  should 
immediately  pay  off  the  6,000/.  notes  the  exa- 
minant hud,  and  so  much  interest,  as  was  then 
due  ; which  he  refused,  looking  upon  it  as  n 
consideration  of  im  weight,  and  was  easy  with 
the  present  condition  nnd  security  of  them, 
provided  such  irregularities  did  not  creep  in, 
and  that  Robinson's  debt  was  u good  one ; 
that  the  other  reasoos,  which  they  slighted, 
were  of  force  with  the  extuninnnt,  though  he 
might  reasonably  be  against  increasing  the 
notes,  when  he  had  so  many;  because  ns  he 
might,  being  in  trade,  have  occasion  lor  money 
before  they  were  due,  and  be  obliged  to  sell 
them,  could  not  get  them  so  well  off,  when  they 
were  so  plenty,  ns  when  they  were  hut  few  ; 
they  told  him,  that  if  he  would  mil  part  with 
them,  then  Robinson  should  give  him  a note  Lo 
pay  as  mnny  of  them,  ns  he  wanted,  before 
they  were  due,  nnd  that  all  his  notes  should  be 
paid  prior  to  the  ulU-rs.  But  as  their  impor- 
tunity and  these  proiqises  increased  his  jea- 
lousy, he  gave  them  un  absolute  denial,  nnd 
that  he  knew  ns  well  as  they  did,  that  notes  re- 
gulurly  issued,  borrowing  money  Ht  six  per 
cent,  to  lend  out  at  eight  or  ten,  was  for  the 
advantage  of  the  Company  ; only  it  seemed  to 
the  examinant  then  irregular,  and  n future. en- 
quiry in  parliament  might  nrise  ; nnd  that  how- 
ever lieneficiul  it  might  be  for  the  company,  he 
would  nut  do  it;  and  immediately  upon  their 
leaving  him  the  third  time,  wrote  a letter,  and 
sent  his  key  inclosed  thcreiu  to  sir  Robert  Sut- 
ton ; which  letter  protested  aguiust  these  notes, 
declared  his  resignation,  ami  pointed  nut  the 
•um  in  Robinson's  hands ; which  letter  sir  Ro- 
bert hnving  acknowledged  in  the  general  court, 
they  allowed  the  merit  thereof,  and  that  there- 
by the  examinant  lind  saved  them  a great  sum. 
And  produced  the  said  letter  dBted  the  11th  of 
Hay,  1731 ; and  said,  the  common  custom  was 
to  sign  notes,  when  money  was  wanted  for 
pledges,  upon  the  certificates  of  the  said  pledges, 
which  notes  were  signed  in  a book,  and  cut 
nut,  when  to  be  issued  ; mid  said,  this  proposal 
to  issue  notes  clandestinely  was  the  first  irre- 
gularity that  ever  came  lo  his  knowledge ; nnd 
opposed  the  same,  declining  he  would  appear 
no  mere  at  any  Court  of  Committee,  nor  ever 
come  amongst  them  ; bnt  did  not  immediately 
disqualify  himself  any  other  way,  that  is  by 
transfer  of  slock,  because  he  thought  this  decla- 
ration sufficient,  though  afterwaids  he  did,  by 
which  hi,*  -hares  stood  reduced  ta  the  No.  40, 
which  is  below  nn  assistant.  The  next  day 
after  sending  the  letter,  he  saw  Burroughs  at 
R&idatl’s  ColTue-linuse,  who  told,  him,  he  had 
been  w ith  ,ij-  Robert  Sutton,  and  seen  his  let- 
ter, called  it  an  ill matured  one,  thought  it  re- 
flected on  himself  and  Squire,  and  said,  it  had 
set  the  Corporation  on  fire,.ur  in  flumes.  The  | 
examinant  said,  he  was  never  once  with  any  of  ■ 
them  afterwards  at  any  Committee  ; and  said,  i 
that  he  believed  Burroughs,  Squire,  and  sir 


frauds;  nnd  that  Mr.  Croves  told  him,  Squire 
had  given  out,  that  the  examinant  ought  to 
have  been  hanged  three  years  ago,  for  breaking 
open  a lock,  and  flung  reflections  upon  him. 
tie  said,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  step* 
taken  for  obtaining  tha  second  and  third  li- 
cences tlint  h*  knew  of  no  money  or  shares 
giveu  away  last  sessions  of  parliament  for  any 
interest;  that  he  remembered  an  order  of  the 
Mouse  of  Commons  brought  to  the  Board  for 
the  books,  but  not  that  any  debates  arose  upon 
it ; time  he  did  not  know  of  any  steps  taken  to 
engage  gentlemen  to  become  proprietors  ; and 
was  asked  about  the  cupboard  broke  open  for 
thetiausfcr  book;  and  said,  that  it  was  the 
18th  of  May,  1728,  and  transfer  day,  nnd  no 
holiday ; that  Wainwright  was  out  of  the  way, 
and  believed  he  was  out  of  town,  ns  he  has 
been  some  times  before,  when  wanted,  and 
mnny  people  attending -to  transfer  or  accept 
stock  ; and  nsked  the  meaning  of  it,  and  was 
very  angry,  telling  Thomson,  lie  would  acquaint 
the  Committee  of  Wainwright,  and  of  all  of 
them,  for  negligent  attendances : Whereupon, 
after  staying  very  Intc,  having  a transfer  lo 
make  of  seventy  shnres,  nnd  being  very  angry, 
Thomson  tnking  up  a poker,  or  some  irou  in 
his  office,  without  any  order,  or  any  noise  or 
difficulty,  that  he  knew  of,  opened  the  cup- 
board, took  out  the  book,  filled  up  and  wit* 
nessed  the  examinant's  transfer,  and  took  tha 
transfers  of  the  others  who  were  wailing;  and 
the  examinant  said,  Mr.  Mann  told  him,  Bur- 
roughs and  Squire  said,  lie  behaved  vilely  in 
the  general  court,  anti  raised  up  o spirit  among 
the  proprietors;  nnd  if  he  hanged  them;  they 
would  hang  him  right  or  wrong;  that  grent  en- 
deavours had  been  used  to  keep  the  petition 
out  of  parliament ; And  being  asked  by  whom 
said  by  the  directors  nnd  Mr.  Blackerby ; and 
being  further  asked,  why  he  joined  him  with 
them.  said,  he  believed  him  to  be  in  their  inte- 
rest, and  looked  on  him  as  u director's  mmi ; 
and  said  Mr.  Higgs  was  ordered  to  keep  away 
from  the  Committee,  or  dispensed . with,  and 
that  Burroughs  Wok  the  minutes  as  secre- 
tary, turning  sometimes  n deaf  ear,  and  enter- 
ing, as  he  supposes,  only  wlmr  ho  thought  fit, 
and  brought  them  to  Higgs  in  his  pocket: 
That  he  knew  of  no  application  made  by  a ge- 
neral court,  for  applying  for  the  second  licence, 
nor  was  such  application  talked  of;  That  Bur- 
roughs between  tbo  SOth  of  August  and  the 
10th  of  September  shewed  him  the  snid  letter 
of  licence  on  a Sunday,  going  through 'Putney 
in  a chaise,  and  desired  the  examinant,  liefore 
lie  saw  the  licence,  to  put  . his  name  to  a peti- 
tion to  the  King"  fir  a patent  or  charter,  on 
Tomlin's  patent -for  making  ircill  This  was 
what  lie  called  lof, 'and  believes  his  doing  it, 
was  the  inducement  Kir  hiSshetffingtheiieence; 
that  though  Squire  hsdtoldthe  examinant  ntHr 
two  inoutlis  before  lie*. saw* the  said  licence, 
there  would  he  an  enlargement,,  the  examinant 
did  not  believe.it ; and  did  not  believe  Bur* 
roiighSj.when  he  said  it.was  done,  till  he  shewed 
'if  Su. iteilfia 1 1 liflfle  time. 
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The  horses  stood  as  going  to  Hnrapton-court, 
or  Richmond,  and  went  that  way,  the  court 
being  atone  of  these  places ; That  lieing  asked, 
jf  circular  letters  were  wrote  about  the  middle 
of  September,  and  if  he  saw  the  licence  before 
those  letters,  said  he  hud,  and  before  Thom- 
son's breaking  open  the  cupboard  for  the  trans- 
fers on  the  ,18th  of  September,  1728.  And  was 
asked,  if  lie  saw  the  licence  before  his  sending 
the  letter  to  bis  father ; said,  lie  had. 

That  he  bought  60  shares  at  77.  and  45 
for  his  sisters  at  8 1.  two  days  after  he  had 
seen  the  licence,  and  said  the  licences  were  ob- 
tained by  the  interest  of  sir  Robert  Sutton,  and 
svheu  he  went  abroad,  left  it  to  the  care  of  Bur-' 
roughs,  to  carry  through  the  offices : and  being 
asked,  if  he  knew  whether  all  the  money  had 
been  paid  in  on  the  first  licence  for  70,000/. 
said,  be  did  not  know  ifit  had  or  not;  or  whe- 
ther nil  was  paid  in  nn  the  second  licence ; said 
no;  mid  that  he  had  not  paid  in  on  some  of  bis 
own  privileges;  and  delivered  a copy  of  an  ac- 
count of  cash  given  in  by  Tench,  from  the  first  to 
the  12tii  of  February,  1730,  which  shewed  wbat 
was  then  paid  in  on  each  enlargement.  Was 
asked,  if  he  knew  of  any  transactions  of  Robin- 
Bbtl’s  or  Thomson’s  for  shares,  said,  be  did  uol ; 
but  farther  said,  that  the  Tuesday  after  Bur- 
roughs had  been  with  him,  the  examinant  bought 
60  shares  at  11.  and  45  at  81.  and  ten 
days  after,  or  thereabouts,  sold  70  shares 
at  107.  10s.  which  he  transferred  the  18th  of 
September  to  Pepys,  and  received  735 1.  of  him 
on  account  of  Robert  Mann,  the  same  day  ; 
that,  upon  com  plaining  of  Wainwright’s  absence, 
said,  be  would  represent  them  all  as  negligent, 
Thomson  opened  the  cupboard,  others  waited, 
and  did  transfer  the  same  time,  and  his  aunt 
Torriano  transferred  25  shares  at  10/.  which 
bad  been  sold  a day  or  two  before,  at  the 
price  of  that  day ; but  that  then  they  were 
suapt  at,  and  he  was  blamed  for  selling  at 
lOl.  10s.  that  he  sold  Juckson  50  shares  at 
that  price,  and  never  sold  a share  but  to  a di- 
rector or  Robinson,  and  transferred  either  to 
them  or  their  order;  and  upon  his  father’s  let- 
ter did  apply  lo  Robinson  to  get  him  shares ; 
acquainted  the  said  Robinson  he  wanted  some, 
and  believes  lie  shewed  him  the  said  letter,  who 
said,  he  would  serve  Mr.  Mutin,  and  oblige 
him  with  sorneat  ten  guineas,  pretending  it  was 

That  the  directors  were  very  angry  at  bis  sell- 
ing,.and  Burroughs  said,  he  should  be.turued 
out  of  the  direction. 

That  the  shares  rose  from  6 1.  to  77.  and  to 


saw  or  spoke  to  Robinson  on  bis  return,  after 
leaving  England,  but  in  the  general  court,  when 
he  declared,  be  bad  a sixth  part  of  the  cnpiu,! 
on  which  the  examinant  asked,  if  he  ever  paid 
for  it,  or  what  be  ever  did  pay,  but  was  not 
allowed  him  to  answer ; and  said  it  was  not  a 
proper  time  and  place.  ThRt  he  never  spoke  to 
Squire  one  word  after  Robinson  and  Thomson 
went  away ; should  have  been  ashamed  to 
have  spoke  to  him  ; because  he  had,  upon 
proposal  to  issue  notes,  conceived  an  ill  opinion 
of  him,  as  well  as  from  an  evidence  against 
him  in  parliament,  though  a good  opinion  nf 
him  before  : but  left  the  coffee-house  he  used, 
and  said,  Squire  told  him  application  was  made 
to  sir  Robert  Walpole  for  the  licence  ; ami  ihot 
sir  Robert  Sutton  had  n promise,  if  the  Attorney 
General  reported  favourably,  it  should  be  grunt- 
ed ; that  it  stuck  with  the  Attorney  a long  while. 

Believes  Burroughs  told  him  the  same,  at 
least  understood  it  so  from  him.  And  said, 
shares  were  held  by  the  directors  in  other  names, 
but  does  not  kuow  them ; and  between  Mid- 
summer 1728,  and  Midsummer  1730,  Robin- 
son, sir  .Robert  Sutton,  Burroughs,  and  Squire, 
had  a great  many  shares. 

The  examinant  said,  lie  had  by  him  a great 
number  of  the  notes,  which  he  was  afraid  were 
worth  but  little,  and  the  same,  for  which  Bur- 
roughs and  Squire  offered  him  the  money,  if 
he  would  have  yielded  to  their  importunity  to 
coin  fresh  ones.  The  examinant,  upon  recol- 
lecting the  day  when  Burroughs  shewed  him 
the  licence,  said,  he  was  very  sure  from  concur- 
rent circumstances,  it  was  on  Sunday  the  1st  of 
September,  1728,  when  the  said  Burroughs 
was  going  to  Epsom  with  his  lady,  as  this  exa- 
minant lias  reason  to  believe,  he  having  a 
house  or  lodging  there. 

That  the  examinant  has  received  a letter 
from  Mr.  Mann,  dated  the  ilth  .of  September, 
wherein  lie  mentions  his  receiving  a circular : 
letter  from  Iliggs,  by  order  of  Burroughs 
to  dine  with  the  said  Burroughs  at  Pontac's  u 
as  Monday  the  9th,  which  circular  letter  ]| 
was  wrote  the  6th  or  7th  preceding;  and 
delivered  to  the  Committee  one  letter,  dated 
the  11th  of  September,  and  another  the  13th. 

George  Jackson,  esq.  one  other  of  the  assist- 
ants, being  examined,  said,  tlmt  he  was  chosen  A 
an  assistant  in  April,  1726,  and  was  of.1**' 
Committee  of  Accounts ; that  lie  was  surprised 
when  he  heard  that  Thomson  was  gone  ; and 
never  had  the  least  suspicion  that  the  slock  of 
the  Corporation  wns  embezzled  ; but  always 
believed  the  said  Thomson  to  he  an  bopest 
i,  and  thought  they  were  happy  in  having 
' ' ' ; was  generally  looked 

this  affair  has  happen-; 


87.  was  between  the  20th  of  August  and  the  10th  l , 

of  September,  Burroughs  shewed  him  the  ' such  a careful  man 
said  licence,  and  talked  with  Squire  (near  about  upon  to  be;  but  si 

two  mouths  before  lie  saw  the  same)  about  ed,  is  persuaded,  - — . . _ 

auch  a thing,  but  did  not  believe  there  was  a too  grea>  a confidence  has  been  reposed  i 
licence!  till  he  saw  it,  nor  bought  any  shares  he-  their  officers,  and  by  having  so  great  an  opi-j J 
fore  he  saw  it.  And  Burroughs  mid  Squire  nion  of  Thoms' 
told  him  of  a further  increase  in  the  capital,  That  some  t 
when  he  was  selling  out,  but  the  examinant  remembers,  tin 

doubted  Uie  success  of  such  endeavours  from  i him  to  liave  the  warehouses  examine*,  •••••- 
the  OpJ^Vni^Sjtttgtj^  10 '•  but 
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same  was  not  performed ; and  having  observed, 
that  about  400,000/.  was  lent  out  upon  pledges, 
and  imagining,  that  the  house  'oil  Lawrence 
Pountnej  Hill  was  not  'sufficient  to  hold  so 
great  quantities  of  goods,  nini  having  never 
seen  an  account  for  warehouse  rent,  the  exanti- 
nqut.weut  to  Thomson,  mid  qsked  him  about 
the  same,  wlto  thereupon  took  down  a great 
parcel  of  keys,  nud  informed  the  examinant,' 
those  were  belonging  to  the  out  warehouses,  in 
in  which  the.  gouds  were  lodged  ; that  when  at 
the  Committee  of  Accounts,  at  first  the  pledge 
‘book  was  laid  belore  them,  bjit  afterwards 
wholly  neglected  ; but  what  books  were  laid 
before  them  were  examined  ; and  particularly 
remembers,  the  notes,  that  were  paid  off,  which 

when  filed,  were  brought  to  the  Committee  of 
accounts,  with  the  note  bonk  and  cash  books ; 
and  the  same  chequed  by  three  of  them.  And 
sailh,  Tbat  lie  does  not  . remember  the  method 
used  in  issuing  money  on  pledges  ; but  believes 
the  certificates  were  sent  to  Tench  by  Thom- 
son, and  inxes  made  out  upon  them  ; but  doth 
not  remember,  th.it  Tenqh’s  cash  book  with 
Robinson's  was  ever  chequed. 

The  examinant  said.  That  one  Clarke  ivas 
chosen  surveyor  of  the  warehouse,  and  remem- 
bers a repoit  was  made  hy  the  said  Clarke  of 
goods  not  being  wniHcient  to  answer  the  money 
lent  ; and  at  the  end  of  13  weeks  the  exami- 
nant heard  Clarke  was  discharged  upon  the  in- 
stigation of  Thomson,  but  doth  not  recollect  the 
particulars  for  which  he  was  turned  out ; and 
that  he  was  not  present  at  the  time  when  he 
was  discharged. 

That  the  first  time  the  examinant  was  at 
b Committee,  was  on  the  31st  of  April,  1736’, 
and  on  the  13lh  of  Mny  following  Mr.  Thom- 
son moved  the  court,  that  the  key  of  the  ware- 
house kept  by  the  nccomptant  might  be  left 
with  Mr.  Lovell  for  the  same  purposes;  nod 
between  tlie  said  times  the  examinant  had  hut 
little  knowledge  of  the  Corporation's  afTairs, 

> being  only  33  days. 

That  nfter  he  came  in  to  he  a proprietor, 
.there  was  a select  camimttee  for  examining  the 
1 books  of  accounts;  but  in  a short  time  afterwards 
an  order  of  committee  was  made,  that  all,  that 
come  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  should 
have  voices : That  the  nccomptant,  before  the 
last  dividend  was  declared,  was  ordered  to 
make  out  an  nccount  from  the  pledge  books,  in 
I order  to  declare  the  same  : That  being  asked 
if  thesame  was  examined, by  the  Committee  of 
' Accounts,  the  examinant  replied,  that  be  did 
not  know ; but  has  since  heard,  that  there  was 
on  error  in  the  same;  Aod  before  the  ac- 
' comptant  brought  it  to  the  general  court,  the 
court  was  up,  and  the  dividend  was  declared 
without  their  seeing  the  same;  Burroughs  say- 
ing, in  his  opinion  they  were  able  to  divide  Si. 
per  share  ; and  the  examinant  was  Dot  at  that 
general  court. 

And  the  examinant  farther  said,  that  about 
tbe  beginning  of  May  last,  it  was  thought  con- 
venient at  a Committee,  by  some  gentlemen 
then  pre»ent.[>tftt(fai».i60^0’/si^#Wv  waefciBBlm 

Wot,  Will. 


withstanding,  a large  balance  of  45,000/.  was 
remaining  iti'  Robinsons  hands,  who  had1 1/. 
per.  cent  1W  circulating  their  notes,  which’  the 
examinant  fluently  spoke  of  til  the  Com- 
mitter, btft  was  as  often  answered  by  Bur- 
roughs rind  Squire:  That  sir  Robert  button, 
Mr.  MoleSworth,  Mr.  Blind,  and  Mr.  Arslabte 
Wire  for  reducing  the  said  balance  : That  two 
books  of  S0.OQO/.  notes  each  were  coined  to 
supply  the  want  of  money  ; and  does  not  re- 
member he  had  any  discourse  about  coining 
the  said’note9  : And  the  examinant  snid,  some 
time  afterwards  he  was  present  with  Mr.  Moles- 
worth,  sir  Robert  Sutton,  sir  Archibald  Grant, 
Burroughs,  Squire,  and  others,  when  the  said 
notes  were  canceled,  nnd  helped  to  born  them: 
And  doth  not  remember  of  any  debate  at  ilia 
Committee  upon  coining  the  snid  notes, or  upon 
destroying  the  same ; nnd  Hoes  not  know  uf 
any  promise  made  to  the  Bank  about  issuing  no 
more  notes : That  he  heard  a letter  was  sent 
from  Mr.  Torriano  with  a key  in  it  to  sir  Robert 
Sutton,  nnd  that  the  said  key  was  delivered  to 

Squire. 

Mr  George  Jackton  being  further  examined, 
said,  That  60,000/.  notes  were  coined  ns  he  be- 
lieves, between  the  10th  ami  15th  of  May,  and 
Mr.  Wainurightwas  asked  to  sign  thesame, 
hut  answered,  it  would  be  time  enough,  when 
the  same  were  issued  ; and  at  the  same  time 
the  snid  notes  wereordired  to  be  coined,  it  was, 
as  he  believes,  with  the  general  consent  of  nil 
the  gentlemen  present,  and  believes,  the  mi- 
nutes, which  were  on  loose  pnpers  of  that  pro- 
ceeding, were  locked  up  in  the  chest  with  the 
notes,  nnd  were  wrote  by  Mr.  Burroughs,  who 
frequently  acted  as  secretary,  and  believes  the 
same  were  not  thought  to  he  convenient  to  be 
entered  in  the  minute  book  ; that  the  reason, 
which  was  assigned  for  coining  the  snid  notes, 
was,  that  old  notes,  to-  the  amount  of  100,000/. 
and  more,  were  then  near  due  ; and  it  was 
thought  if  Robinson  should  be  pressed  for  the 
large  balnnce  of  cash  in  his  hands,  it  would  do 
hiut  a great  injury,  nnd  be  prejudicial  to  the 
company  : Anil  the  said  Robinson  proposed  to 
pay  the  dividend  provided  the  Corporation 
would  assist  him  with  4,000/.  bonds  ; and  be- 
lieves it  was  the  general  sense  of  the  gentlemen, 
that  the  said  bnlance  should  be  taken,  as  Robin- 
son could  pay  the  same. 

That  the  examinant  apprehends  this  litrge 
debt  was  created,  when  the  Corporation  was 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament,  when 
large  sums  of  money  were  paid  into  Tenth'* 
hands,  and  by  him  paid  to  Robinson, 'without 
being  observed  by  the  Committee,  who  were 
then  busy  and  apprehends,  it  was  upon  some 
valuable  consideration  given  to  Tench  by  Ro- 
binson for  paving  the  same,  which  when  the 
snrue  was  known,  there  was  an  uneasiness 
among  the  gentlemen,  that  they  should  pay  1/. 
per  cent,  for  circulating  their  notes,  when  at 
the  same  time  Rohinsou  had  such  large  suras 
of  money  of  the  Corporation  in  his  Itands ; 
but  it  is  probable  Mr.  Burroughs,  Squire,  and 
m I rwoeasy,  a* 
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believing,  by  wlmt  bns  since  happened,  (hat 
they  were  concerned  with  him. 

■flint, being  naked,  »hnt  reason  was  given  for 
cancelling  he  said  60,000/.  notes,  the  exami- 
nant said,  that  about  a short  time  nfier  the 
same  were  coined,  it  was  said,  the  notes  were 
in  disreputation,  and  ,it  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Warrm  to  issue  bonds  in  the  room  of  them, 
notes  not  being  so  well  approved  of,  as  bonds 
would  ; and  believes,  the  order  made  for  is- 
suing bonds  was  prior  to  the  cancelling 
the  notes. 

That  he  beard,  sir  RnbeH  Sutton  brought  nr 
sent  a key  to  the  Committee  the  13th  of  May 
last  (which  i he  examinant  heard  was  sent  to 
him  from  Mr.  Torriano)  and  an  order  was 
made  for  delivering  the  same  to  Mr.  Squire. 

That  he  did  not  know  it  was  designed  to  can- 
cel the  said  60,000/.  notes,  till  he  went  into  the 
Committee,  and  found  sir  Robert  Sotton,  sir 
Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Molesworth,  Mr.  Bond, 
and  others,  were  cancelling  the  same,  and  help- 
ed them;  and  believes,  the  same  wns  done  by 
the  geneml  consent  of  the  Committee. 

That  lie  never  had  any  private  meeting 
with  Robinson,  after  he  came  from  France,  but 
saw  him,  when  at  the  Committee  oil  Lawrence 
Pounteney  Hill,  and  had  no  discourse  with  him. 

That  he  apprehends  the  assistants  had  not 
the  same  power  as  the  Committee,  they  being 
only  appointed  by  a general  court  to  assist 
them,  when  the  seven  committee  men  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  charter. 

Mr,  John  Moody,  one  other  of  ihe  Assistants, 
being  examinedjifSiiH,  that  at  Christmas,  1726, 
he  was  chnsen  an  assistant,  and  lo'oked  upon 
the  same  as  only  nominal,  and  not  warranted 
by  the  charter. 

That  he  never  mistrusted  any  embezzle- 
ments bad  been  made  of  the  Corporation's  ef- 
fects, till  last  session  of  parliament ; and  about 
July  last  Mr,  Aislabie  and  the  examinant 
mentioned  it  at  a Committee  to  sir  Archibald 
Grant,  and  heard  Mr.  Mann  propose  to  have 
the  warehouses  inspected  ; and  the  examinant 
likewise  mentioned  it  to  Robinson,  who  said, 
that  as  Thomson  was  going  to  quit,  they  would 
be  searched  in  course.  That  he  never  wns  at 
any  private  meetings  with  the  directors,  nor 
knows  what  steps  were  taken  for  obtaining  the 
tsvo  lasj  licences.  That  he  was  of  the  Corn- 
mittee  of  Accounts,  which  at  the  first  wns  a se- 
lect Committee,  and  the  books  and  accounts 
were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  them  ; as  also 
an  account  out  of  the  Pledee  Book,  which 
Thomson  declined;  upon  which  Mr.  Wainwright 
the  accomptant.  wns  ordered  to  make  out 
an  account  weekly  from  it,  and  lay  before 
them  ; and  frequent  reports,  were  made  from 
the  said  Committee  ; but  when  an  order  was 
made  in  1727,  for  all  that  came  to  have  voices, 
no  reports  were  made,  and  die  several  books 
were  locked  in  a buroe,  and  the  key  kept  by 
Mr.  Burroughs ; and  the  cheques  were  taken 
off,  hefore  the  examinant  wns  chosen  an  as- 
sistant ; and  does  not  know,  that  Thomson  and 
JJobinson  £»id  In  money  u^on  shares  for  any^ 
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person,  or  what  became  of  the  2,000  shares  ap. 
prupriated  for  the  payment  of  the  Corpora- 

That  he. was  once  in  company  with  Robin- 
son,  when  he  came  from  abroad,  and  asked  liirn 
in  what  manner  the  Corporation's  effects  were 
embezzled  ; Robinson  said,  lie  did  not  know 
and  went  with  Thomson  to  he  informed  of  the 

Mr.  Benjamin  Robinson,  another  of  the  as- 
sistants, being  examined,  said,  that  when  he 
became  a proprietor,  he  was  chosen  an  assist- 
ant, mid  attended  very  often  at  the  Commit- 
tees, and  summed  up  the  books,  chequed  the 
notes,  and  did  not  apprehend  but  every  thing 
wps  managed  right. 

That  the  most  active  men  were  Mr.  Bur- 
roughs, Mr.  Squire,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Mann,  sir 
Archibald  Grant  and  Mr.  Torriano,  who  go- 
verned the  said  Corporation  ; and  business  of 
moment  wns  generally  prepared  at  private 
meetings  by  them,  before  they  came  to  the 
Committee  ; and  what  they  said  was  a law  at 
the  Committee. 

That  he  has  often  told  them  their  minutes 
were  not  regularly  kept  as  in  nther  corpora- 
tions, and  proposed  the  same  to  be  signed, 
which  he  took  notice  were  not,  the  same  being 
taken  on  loose  papers,  and  very  often  hy  Bur- 
roughs,-who  would  not  send  the  same  to  Higgs, 
the  secretary,  to  enter  in  the  books! 

That  no  notice  was  taken  of  what  lie  pro- 
posed ; that  he  likewise  often  moved  tlmt  the 
warehouses  should  be  inspected,  and  that  the 
Committee  should  have  keys,  that  they  might 
visit  the  same,  when  they  had  a mind;  but  the 

That  formerly  the  accounts  of  warehouse  rent, 
and  in  what  pnrts  of  the  town  they  were  in, 
with  the  qualities  of  the  goods  in  the  same, 
used  at  first  to  he  laid  before  them ; but  when 
he  has  proposed  the  same  method  to  be  revived, 
Burroughs  and  Squire  have  opposed  the  same, 
saying  it  would  be-  an  innovation  to  alter  the 
method  they  now  used,  which  they  thought 

That  being  asked,  if  Mr.  Torriano  hath  not 
often  moved  the  same  questions,  he  said,  he 
doth  not  remember  he  ever  did.  And  being 
asked,  if  he  knew  in  what  manner  the  licences 
were  obtained,  the  examinant  said,  he  did  not; 
but  remembers  that  sir  Robert  Sutton  brought 
the  last  licence  to  the  Committee : and  it  was 
moved  by  Squire  and  others,  that  the  thanks  of 
the  Conunitteeshould  be  returned  to  sir  Robert 
Sutton  for  obtaining  the  same. 

That  being  asked,  if  lie  knew  of  any  money 
or  shares  in  any  shape  given  to  any  person  for 
services  done  in  parliament,  or  of  any  demands 
made  for  services,  the  examinant  said,  he  did 

That  he  remembers  a debate  at  the  Com- 
mittee about  issuing  bonds,  when  it  was  said,  . 
they  were  not  justified  by  the  charter  in  so  do- 
ing; but  sir  Archibald  Grant,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr. 
Burroughs  and  Mr.  Squire,  said,  they  might  do 
it  in  exchange  of  their  notes ; and  has  heard 
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Mr.  Turner  of  Grays  Inn  sav,  that  he  would 
not  lend  his  money  on  their  notes,  without  their 
seal  was  affixed  to  them  ; and  remembers  lie 
was  present,  when  the  seal  was  uffixed  to  bonds 
lor  several  thousund'pnuuds  ; and  remembers 
they  were  often  making  of  notes. 

That  he  has  often  been  at  the  Corporation 
House,  before  the  rest  of  the  Committee  came, 
and  used  to  walk  about  the  warehouse,  and  lias 
seen  large  quantities  of  goods  there,  but  was  in 
formed  bv  Thomson,  that  there  were  goods  in 
the  India  warehouses,  and  also  in  the  King's 
warehouses;  and  never  had  any  mistrust  but 

•That  in  August  last  the  examinant  went 
abroad  into  Spain,  on  account  of  the  English 
copper  mines  company,  he  being  governor 
tliereof;  and  while  lie  was  at  Madrid  and  other 
places,  he  heard  it  talked  of,  that  there  were 

f;reat  confusions  about  the  companies  in  Eng- 
and,  but  never  heard  the  truth  of  it  until  he 
arrived  at  Falmouth. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Robinson,  being  farther  exa- 
mined, said,  lie  had  seen  the  Minute  Books  of 
July  last,  when  the  bonds  were  made,  and  found 
the  Minutes  wrong  entered  in  this  particular, 
where  it  mentions  only  two  of  the  Committee 
to  be  present ; he  said  he  attended  twice  in  all, 
when  bonds  were  sealed,  and  knows  there  was 
a full  Committee  present  eacli  time,  besides  the 
assistants  that  attended  ; and  this  can  be  evi- 
dently made  appear  by  the  cashier  and  clerks, 
that  attended  (tie  Committee. 

That  the  assistants  were  not  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Corporation,  but  chose  by  a subsequent 
general  court ; and  they  looked  upon  themselves 
to  have  no  power,  hut  by  the  direction  of  the 
Committee,  who  approved  or  not,  as  they 
pleased  ; neither  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  as- 
sistants to  reject  or  prevent  what  was  proposed 
by  the  Committee ; and  to  do  Mr.  Molesworth 
justice,  he  lins  often  moved  to  have  nn  exami- 
nation of  the  warehouses,  and  of  Mr. Thorn- 
ton's accounts  of  sales,  but  it  was  never  agreed 
to,  as  this  informant  knowelh  of;  and  saitii,  he 
hath  heard  Mr.  Thomson  complain  to  the  com- 
mittee of  accounts  of  Mr.  Molesu orth's  ti  eat- 
ing him  in  such  a manner,  that  he  could  not 
serve  the  Corporation  with  such  usage,  or  words 
to  that  effect,  and  that  he  hud  desired  Mr. 
Benke  to  acquaint  Mr.  Molesworth  therewith. 

That  abuut  Lady  Day  1728,  when  the  trade 
and  business  of  the  Corporation  seemed  to  in- 
crease pretty  much  (as  this  informant  then  ap- 
prehended) he  proposed  to  have  a committee 
of  warehouses  in  the  manner  of  the  English 
copper  company,  'Out  it  was  not  agreed  to; 
after  this  he  said,  he  did  not  attend  the  com- 
mittee of  accounts  for  the  space  of  above  18 
months,  except  twice  or  thrice,  as  may  be  seen 
by  the  committee  books,  and  what  passed  in 
(hat  time,  be  cunnot  tell. 

That  he  never  took  upon  himself  to  direct 
any  thing,  but  submitted  to  the  other  gentle- 
men who  bad  large  shares  and  property  in  the 
Corporation,  he  being  but  a small  proprietor, 
and  never  boiigiX'-or  iekt  anyj ' ett  • ' 


tered  into  the  company,  and  was  continued 
and  kept  in  at  former  elections,  for  to  give 
pluce  and  oblige  a larger  proprietor,  win  n >uch 
a nne  could  be  brought  ill,  that  might  advance 
the  interest  of  the  Corporation;  and  for  that 
purpose  a warrant  of  attoruey  hath  been  long 
ieft  at  the  office  tn  disqualily  him,  whenever 
another  was  found  to  put  in  his  room ; nnd 
when  he  was  lust  elected  an  assistant,  it  was 
without  his  knowledge,  being  then,  nnd  for  four 
nr  five  months  before,  in  Spain,  and  contrary  ' 
to  his  desiie,  before  he  went  abroad  ; and  has 
not  acted  in  or  accepted  of  the  office,  since  h« 
returned,  which  was  the  20th  of  March  instant. 

Charles  Waller,  esq.  one  other  of  the  assist- 
ants, being  examined,  said,  that  he  was  chusen 
in  an  assistant  in  December,  1726,  and  could 
seldom  attend,  and  never  beard  of  any  embez- 
zlements having  been  miideof  the  Corporation’s 
effects,  until  Thomson  went  away;  when  nn 
the  Friday  following  Mr.  Moody  came  to  him 
to  the  Fleece  Tavern,  and  informed  him,  that 
Thomson  wasgoneoff;  whereupon  Mr.  Moody 
and  lie  went  to  the  Pope’s  Head,  and  sent  word 
to, the  Corporation  house,  that  he  shuuld  be 
glad  to  see  some  of  the  gentlemen,  if  they  should 
come  near  the  Exchange  ; nnd  then  he  first 
heard,  that  it  was  suspected  Robinson  was  like- 
wise withdrawn. 

That  being  nsked,  if  he  knew  wliut  was  be- 
come of  2,000  shares  appropriated  to  pay  the 
Corporation's  debts,  the  examinant  said,  he  did 
nut ; and  fuilher  said,  he  did  not  know  bow 
the  second  or  third  licences  were  obtained,  but 
heard  the  third  was  expected,  and  had  a letter 
sent  him  to  dine  at  Pontac's,  when  the  third 
was  granted,  but  that  it  was  then  publicly 

And  being  asked,  if  he  was  at  sir  Archibald 
Grant’s  at  any  time  when  Jones  the  auctioneer 
was  there,  said,  he  was  with  sir  Archibald,  wbo 
was  dressing  himself  when  Jones  came  into  the 
next  room  ; and  sir  Archibald  Grant  went  to 
him,  but  does  not  know  what  passed,  or  recol- 
lect, that  lie  went  into  the  mom,  whilst  Jones 
wns  there ; that  sir  Archibald  sent  a letter  to 
the  examinant  the  night  before  to  come  to  him 
next  morning,  and  had  been  with  him  often 
before,  on  account  of  the  opposition  then  made 
to  the  Corporation  in  parliament. 

That  he  knows  not  of  any  money  or  share* 
given  to  nny  person  during  the  Corporation’* 
being  before  parliament,  or  ever  heard  that  any 
person  had  made  demands  for  services  done  the 
Corporation  in  parliament,  except  lately. 

And  further  said,  that  he  saw  Robinson, 
when  he  came  from  France,  and  asked  him, 
how  the  mismanagement  happened,  and  the 
meaning  of  bis  going  away ; and  that  the  world 
lmd  a very  indifferent  opinion  of  him  for  going 
away  with  Thomson ; tiiat  Robinson  replied, 
be  could  give  no  account  of  the  mismanage- 
ments ; and  that  be  went  with  Thomson  on 
purpose  to  get  « hat  papers  be  could  from  him, 
and  to  make  what  discoveries  he  could  into  the 
embezzlements  of  the  Corporation’s  effects. 
y ,,^hat|l:tbe;iflrJ5|itaiisf1tfce®xamitigtit  knew  of 
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Robinson’s  defitiency  to  the  Corporation,  was, 
the  day  lhalMr.Dauiel  Pulteney  died,  or  the  day 
after, wlien  he  met  Mr.  Molesworth  in  theStrand, 
who  acquainted  him  with  the  large  balance  of 
cash  remaining  in  Robinson’s  hands,  and  asked 
him,  if  lie  did  not  know  the  said  Robinson  was 
indebted  to  the  Corporation,  and  asked  the  ex- 
aminant in  relation  to  what  be  knew  of  llobiu- 
son's  circumstances,  and  of  his  being  concern- 
ed with  sir  Thomas  Mackworth  in  Copper 
Works ; and  that  this  examinant  afterwards 
heard  measures  had  been  taken  by  the  Corpo- 
ration to  secure  Robin-oil’s  deficiency,  by  Ro- 
binson's granting  a mortgage  of  14,0001.  as  he  ! 
believed,  on  his  estate  to  sir  Robert  Sutton  ; 
and  Robinson  confessed  a judgement  to  sir 
Archibald  Grant  and  Mr.  Molesworth  for , 
30,000/.  and  Mr.  Molesworth  then  asked  this 
examinant,  why  he  did  not  come  among  them. 

That  when  he  first  became  a proprietor, 
twelve,  assistants  were  chosen  to  assist  the 
Committee,  as  he  apprehended,  in  fixing  the 
Corporal  ion  on  a good  foundation,  under  cer- 
tain regulations,  which,  as  they  died,  or  were 
otherwise  removed,  were  not  filled  up  with 
others;  and  after  such  regulations  were  fixed, 
he  thought  the  assistants  of  little  moment,  and 
doth  not  remember  he  looked  one  minute  se- 
riously over  any  of  the  books  of  accounts  of  the 
•aid  Corporation. 

Sir  Archibald  Grant,  bart.  being  further 
examined,  said,  that  about  the  time  the  affair 
of  the  Charitable  Corporation  came  last  ses- 
sions before  the  parliament,  sir  Robert  Sutton 
told  the  examinant,  sir  Thomas  Robinson  had 
applied  to  him  to  know,  how  he  might  pur- 
chase 4 or  500  Charitable  Corporation  shares 
at  a market  price,  hut  that  he  did  not  expect 
auy  favour,  and  who  were  the  proper  persons 
to  apply  to  for  them,,  he  having  a mind  to  be 
a proprietor;  Tnai  sir  Robert  Simon  and  the 
examinant  recommended  him  to  Thomson  and 
Robinson;  and  soon  after  the  examinant  in- 
formed sir  Thomas  Robinson  that  Thomson 
could  help  him  to  the  shares,  and  part  of  the 
receipts  were  delivered  to  him.  That  upon 
delivering  part  of  the  receipts  to  sir  Thomas 
Robinson,  be,  the  said  sir  Thomas,  paid  the 
examinant  950/.  in  Bank  notes,  and  money ; 
and  likewise  gave  him  a cash  note  on  Mr. 
Matthew  Lamb  for  450/.  all  which  he  convey- 
ed to  Thomson ; but  300  of  the  said  shares 
had  privileges  attending  them,  which  were 
transferred  to  sir  Thomas  Robinson  unknown 
to  hjm ; to  which  he  then  objected,  saying,  he 
was  not  certain,  whether  the  pailiameni  would 
permi-  them  to  compelte  their  capital,  and 
would  suffer  the  privilege  shares  to  be  paid  in 
on;  an  I lint  in  case  the  parliament  did  not, 
300/.  part  of  the  s -id  450/.  should  be  abated, 
and  that  in  the  mean  time,  until  it  was  certain 
that  the  privileges  might  be  paid  in  upon,  150/. 
only  of  the  said  note  should  he  paid,*and  the 
remainder  lie  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lainbe, 
to  which  this  examinant,  on  the  behalf  of 
Thomson,  agreed. 

And  tbfcmWM®! 
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perty  those  shares  were,  said,  he  did  nut  know 
but  that  Mr.  Burroughs  had  the  said  note,  and 
received  150/.  thereof. 

That  when  sir  Thomas  Robinson  came  from 
abroad  in  October'  last,  lie  sent  to  the  exa- 
minant to  desire  his  note,  it  being  cer- 
tain the  said  privileges  could  not  then  be  paid 
in  upon;  whereupon  the  examinaut  applied  to 
Mr.  Burroughs  for  the  same,  who  returned  it 
without  any  ditliculty ; and  the  examinant  seat 
it  to  sir  Thomas  Robinson  ; that  the  note  was 
demanded  since  Thomson  and  Robinson  went 

The  examinant  being  asked  what  was  the 
price  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  said  500  shares, 
said,  61.  per  share. 

Being  asked,  if  he  ever  had  any  correspon- 
dence with  Thomson  since  his  withdrawing 
himself,  said,  he  bad  received  one  letter  from 
him,  which  be  has  by  him. 

Maltliew  Lamb,  esq.  being  further  examined, 
said,  that  between  the  11th  and  SOth  of  March, 
1730,  and  1731,  the  examinant  advanced  to  sir 
Thomas  Robinson  2,900/.  which  he  the  said  sic 
Thomas  Robinson,  declared  was  to  pay  for 
Charitable  Corporation  shares;  and  particu- 
larly remembers,  that  on  the  20th  of  the  said 
innulli  the  said  sir  Thomas  Robinson  bad 
1,900/.  part  of  the  said  money,  which  lie  told 
this  examinaut  was  to  pay  for  Charitable  Cor- 
poration shares ; and  that  the  said  sir  Thomas 
being  going  out  of  England,  applied  to  the  exa- 
minant to  hold  Charitable  Corporation  shares 
for  him,  to.  which  he  consented ; and  that 
thereupon  the  said  sir  Thomas  transferred  400 
shares,  and  Mr.  Burroughs  100,  to  the  exami- 
nant, for  the  use  of  sir  Thomas  Robinson. 

And  the  examinant  further  saith,  that  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  1731,  sir  Thomas  Robinson 
settled  his  account  with  him,  and  in  it  allowed 
the  note  which  he,  the  said  sir  Thomas,  had 
drawn  on  him  for  450/.  that  sir  Thomas  told 
tlig  examinant  he  was  only  to  pay  150/.  out  of 
it  immediately,  and  the  other  was  to  be  kept 
by  him,  till  it  should  be  known  whether  the 
parliament  would  give  leave  that  the  privilege 
slimes  should  be  paid  in  upon : That,  on  the 
SOth  of  April  last,  the  examinant  paid  150/. 
part  of  the  said  note,  to  Mr.  Burroughs,  and 
indorsed  it  on  the  hack  of  the  said  note,  and 
took  a separate  receipt  for  the  same;  and  as 
those  privilege  shares  were  never  allowed  to  be 
paid  in  upon,  he  was  never  applied  to  for  the 
remainder. 

That  on  the  6lh  of  November  last,  sir  Tho- 
mas Robinson  brought  the  said  note  to  the 
examinant,  and  lie  gave  sir  Thomas  credit  for  • 
300/.  iu  his  account,  instead  thereof. 

Your  Committee  cannot  conclude  this  Re* 
port  without  representing  to  the  House  the 
great  difficulties  they  have  laboured  under  by 
the  secreting  of  Books  of  Accounts,  aud  Pa- 
pers, relating  to  the  Corporation  ; and  by  the 
withdrawing  of  George  Robinson  and  John 
Thomson,  to  whom  the  Directors  intrusted  the 
cbMp#j«>H»i  fttai  mynagement  of  the  affairs  of 
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die  Corporation,  and  through  whole  bands  very 
large  sums  of  money  have  passed,  without  any 
cheques  being  kept  upon  them ; onth  several 
others  whom  your  Committee  hai'e'exumtiitd. 
not  having  given  so  fair  an  acconpt,  as  they 
have  reason  to  believe  they  were  capable  of 
I giving,  has  rendered  it  impossible  to  lay  a clear 
State  of  this  affair  before  the  House. 

| Your  Committee  are  now  proceeding  to  exa- 
mine the  Allegations  of  the  Petition  of  the 
• Creditors,  by  notes  and  bonds,  and  hope  to  lay 
the  same  before  the  House  in  a few  days. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  taken  into 
consideration  upon  this  day  sevennight. 

| Sir  R.  Sutton  and  Sir  Archibald  Grant  ex- 
I pelted  the  House  on  account  of  the  Charitable 
Corporation.]  May  4.  Upon  the  further  hear- 
, ing  of  the  above  Ite.iort,  sir  Robert  Sut- 
I ton  nnd  sir  Archibald  Grant  were  expelled  the 

I The  Commons  remhe,  “ That  the  Persons  echo 
hare  been  puilty  of  fraudulent  Practices  in  the 
. Manupcment  of  the  Charitable  Corporations 
f ought  to  moke  a just  Satisfaction  for  the  same.] 
i May  8.  The  House  resumed  uguiii  the  consi 
] deration  of  the  said  Report,  ami  a motion  tvas 
I made  to  resolve.  ,l  '1  list  sir  Robert  Sutton  and 
I sir  Archibald  Grant,  Dennis  Bond,  esq.  (who 
| had  been  expelled,  on  account  of  the  fraudu- 
1 lent  Sale  of  lord  Derwcntwater’s  estate,)  Wil- 
l liam  Burroughs,  esq.  George  Jacksou,  Ben- 
I jamin  Robinson,  William  Squire,  George  Ro- 
! binson,  John  Thomson.  Richard  Wooley,  and 
I Thomas  Warren,  having  been  guilty  of  many 
I notorious  Breaches  of  Trust,  and  many  indirect 
and  fraudulent  Practices  in  the  direction  and 
I management  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Charitable 
Corporation,  and  having  thereby  occasioned 
great  losses  to  many  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects, 
ought  to  make  a just  satisfaction  for  the  same." 

But  some  members  were  for  leaving  out  the 
words,  ‘ ought  to  make  a just  satisfaction  for 
* the  same ;’  hereupon 

Mr.  Shippen  stood  up,  and  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker ; 

The  House  is  extremely  obliged  to  the  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  for  the 
great  pains  they  have  token,  and  for  the  great 
skill  they  have  sliewtt,  in  detecting  a dark  and 
execrable  scene  of  villainy : And  surely  we 
ought  not  to  entertain  any  proposition  which 
comes  from  them,  in  consequence  of  their  in- 
quiry and  of  our  owu  proceedings,  with  jealousy 
and  distrust. 

lean  therefore  by  no  means  agree  with  those 
gentlemen,  who  suspect  that  there  is  some  la- 
tent and  disguised  meaning  iti  the  qurstrm  be- 
fore us,  and  who  are  for  leaving  out  the  latter 
part  of  it;  because  I think  no  question  was 
ever  framed  with  more  candour,  or  conceived 
in  more  clear  and  intelligible  terms  than  this 
is ; and  the  latter  part  is  so  far  from  being  ex- 
ceptionable oriu'ffarfludaS/tMtrt1  isilitf  torceT- 


snry,  the  natural  conclusion  from  the  premises 
contained  in  the  first  part : For  since  the  per- 
sons named  have  been  lately  voted  guilty  of  tha 
crimes,  with  which  they  stand  charged  in  tha 
report  of  our  Committee,  what  is  the  next  step 
we  tire  to  take,  but  to  vote  some  punishment  ? 
and  what  punishment  so  mild  with  regard  to 
the  offenders,  or  so  just  with  regard  to  the  suf- 
ferers, us  restitution  t 

Let  us  take  rhe  whole  question  together,  and 
we  shall  judge  best  of  the  propriety  and  cohe- 
rence of  its  several  clauses.  It  runs  thus,  si*. 
‘ That  sir  Robert  Satton,  &c.  having  been 

• guilty  uf  many  notorious  breaches  of  Trust, 
‘ and  many  indirect  nud  fraudulent  practices, 
‘ in  the  direction  and  management  of  the  Af- 
‘ fairs  of  the  Charitable  Corporation  for  relief 
‘ of  industrious  poor,  by  ussisting  them  with 
‘ small  sums  upon  pledges  at  legal  interest ; and 
‘ having  thereby  occasioned  great  losses  to  many 
‘ of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  ought  to  make  a 

• just  satisfaction  for  the  same.’ 

Now,  as  [ have  already  said,  no  question  was 
ever  conceived  in  more  clear  and  intelligible 
terms  than  this  is  ; and  I am  hi  a loss  to  com- 
prehend, why  gentlemen  should  dislike  any  ex- 
pressions in  it,  especially,  why  the  ingenious 
lord,  and  the  worthy  person  his  second,  should 
object  to  the  words,  1 Just  Satisfaction.'  For 
certainly  they  cannot  imagine  that  these  words 
will  be  declared  unintelligible  in  this  House, 
where  the  nature  and  meaning  of  justice  is  sup- 
posed  to  be  perfectly  well  understood,  as  it  is 
or  ought  to  be  the  rule  and  measure  of  all  our 
determinations  ; and  they  must  I'm  give  ine,  if  I 
think  no  Dutch  conmientntor  ever  mistook  the 
sense  ol  an  author  more  grossly,  than  they  have 
mistaken  the  sense  of  this  question. 

But  what  is  most  remarkable  in  this  debate 
is  the  impatience  some  gentlemen  express  to 
know,  whether  the  udvocules  for  the  question 
intend  to  proceed  ngaiust  the  offenders  by  Im- 
peachment or  by  Bill;  and  they  seem  to  de- 
mand that  we  should  immediately  come  to  a 

Whenrecnn  this  impatience  arise?  Ifit  arises 
from  compnssion,  why  were  these  very  gentle- 
men. who  now  interpose,  silent  ? Why  did  they 
sufter  the  objects  ol  their  compassion  to  he 
unanimously  censured,  when  they  had  made 
but  an  in-ntik'ieiit  defence  for  t'lem-elves,  and 
warned  the  aid  of  'heir  eloquence  ? If  it  arises 
from  curiosity,  1 think  it  ought  rath,  r to  be 
kept  iii  stupe  nee  than  gratified,  bn  cause  it  is 
unseasonable  and  irregular.  If  it  arises  from 
the  feats  ntid  apprehensions  of  particular  per- 
sons ; why  should  others,  who  nre  under  no 
such  anxiety,  be  obliged  to  remove  tlmse  fears 
and  apprehensions,  especially  when  it  is  im- 
possible lb-  .them  in  know  how  well  they  tnay 
lie  grounded. 

Since  then  no  good  reason  appears  to  justify 
this  ixlrnnrdinary  demand  ; since  ibisquesthm 
is  only  declarative  of  our  present  disposition  to 
do  justice,  and  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  in- 
jured and  distressed  proptieiors.  meiiimks  there 
For 
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shall  beasiuuih  at  liberty,  after  we  have  passed 
it,  as  we  are  before,  to  choose  that  method  of  | 
proceeding,  which  shall  be  thought  most  proper, 
when  we  are  sufficiently  prepured  for  a final  de- 

What  has  been  said,  concerning  the  differ- 
ence betwixt  Impeachments  and  Bilis  of  At- 
tainder, is  foreign  to  our  present  point,  and 
might  have  been  spared  in  an  audience,  where 
that  argument  hath  been  so  fully  and  frequently 
discussed,  at  the  end  of  almost  every  adminis- 
tration. 

We  all  know,  that  Impeachments  are  the 
ancient  parliumeutary  method  of  bringing  pub- 
lic criminals  to  public  justice,  and  it  is  the 
method  we  ought  to  pursue  on  common  and 
ordinary  occasions.  Not  but  that  it  is  liable  to 
many  difficulties,  to  the  tediousness  and  per- 
plexity of  forms,  to  the  caprice  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  by  which  means  justice  hath  very  often 
been  delayed,  and  sometimes  entirely  defeated. 

We  all  know  too,  that  Bills  of  Attainder  are 
the  utmost  stretch,  and  the  terrible  purt  of  par- 
liamentary power,  which  ought  never  to  be 
exerted,  hut  in  the  most  heinous  and  most  flag- 
rant instances.  1 have  always  considered  them 
as  such  : my  aversion  is  sufficiently  known  by 
my  constant  opposition  to  them  ; and  I envy 
no  man  the  glory  of  having  carried  Bills  of 
Pains  and  Penalties  through  this  House,  by  be- 
ing prosecutor,  judge,  juryi  ' 


But  should  it  happen  in  our  day,  that  an 
overgrown  unwieldy  minister  of  state  should 
tumlile  from  the  height  of  his  power,  aud  fall 
under  the  ceusure  of  this  House,  for  protecting 
fraud,  and  patronizing  corruption  : a minister, 
Sir,  who  may  have  made  such  Bills  as.  are  now 
dreaded,  the  instruments  of  his  personal  ven- 
geance, and  the  support  of  his  cruel  adminis- 
tration ; perhaps  the  voice  of  uu  injured  and 
oppressed  nation,  crying  aloud  for  justice,  and 
demanding  speedy  and  exemplary  punishment, 
may  then  prevail  over  gentlemen's  natural  in- 
clinations, and  force  them  to  comply  with  what 
they  would  otherwise  decline  and  disapprove ; 
nor  could  the  criminal  himself,  with  any  ap- 
pearance of  modesty,  or  colour  of  reason,  com- 
plain; for  ‘lex  talionis'  would  at  least  be 
* argumentum  ad  liominem,'  and  the  world 
would  universally  allow,  that  it  would  be  a 
righteous  judgment,  for  ‘ necis artifices  arie  pe- 
‘ rire  suit  ’ But  we  shall  have  a better  oppor- 
tunity-of  explaining  ourselves,  nnd  delivering 
our  sentiments  at  large,  if  the  case  which  1 
here  only  suppose,  should  ever  come  actually 
before  us,  and  undergo  a parliamentary  exa- 

I should  apologise  for  this  digression,  had  not 
the  coutse  of  the  debate  led  me  into  it,  and 
made  it  necessary  to  say  something  on  these 
heads':  but  I shall  conclude  with  returning  to 
the  question,  and  humbly  offering  my  opinion, 
that  wo  ought  to  assure  the  proprietors  we  will 
assist  them  in  a future  session,  though  we  can- 
not in  this,  lo  repair  the  excessive  losses  they 
have  5U8tBiWldthjfi:lhS;fip«dS!t  #h4,wi4Wlk*rAfr 
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their  directors,  as  far  ns  lies  within  the  reach 
of  this  part  of  the  legislature. 

1 hopehvpo  we  shall  not  only  concur  with  the 
lionuprubW -gentlemen  of  the  Committee  i„ 
the«  mopHftition,  hut  give  them  the  tlmnks  of 
the  Utwpfr  for  the  honour  and  integrity,  «i(|,  i 
which  tliey  have  acquitted  themselves  in  the 
public  service. 

After  this  the  motion  as  above  passed  into  a I 
Resolution  Then  it  was  ordered,  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill,  to  restrain  all  t|,e  1 
said  persons,  (except  William  Squire,  George  1 
Robinson,  and  John  Thomson,  who  were  ab-  | 
sconded)  from  going  out  of  the  kingdom  for  , 
one  year,  and  till  the  end  of  the  then  next  I 
session  of  parliament ; ami  for  discovering  I 
their  estate  and  effects  ; aud  for  preventing  (he  I 
transporting  or  alienating  the  same.  As  to  I 
William  Squire,  the  members,  appointed  to  I 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  said  Bill,  were  order-  I 
ed  to  insert  a clause,  for  obliging  him  to  sur-  I 
render  himself  at  a time  nnd  place  to  be  men-  I 
tioned  in  the  Bill  ; to  give  security  for  his  not  I 
going  out  of  the  kingdom  for  one  year  for  dis-  I 
covering  his  estate  ; and  for  preventing  the  I 
transporting  or  alienating  the  same.  It  was 
also  ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a | 
Bill,  for  the  relief  of  the  Sufferers  in  the  Cha- 
ritable Corporation. 

Two  Bills  were  accordingly  brought  in,  and 
passed  both  Houses,  hut  the  Lords  struck  the  | 
name  of  George  Jackson  aud  Benjamin  Ro-  J 
binson  out  of  the  Bill. 


Mr.  Sandy s reports  from  tlic  Committee  on  | 
the  Charitable  Corporation,  tlut  Signor  Bel-  I 
loni  had  written  to  them  from  Home,  that  I 
Thomson  was  de.tuincd  Prisoner  there.]  May  ! 
10.  Mr.  Suiidvs  acquainted  the  House,  that  j 
sir  Robert  Sutton  had  come  to  him  that  mom-  j 
iug,  and  told  him,  that  he  Imd  received  a letter  ] 
from  a correspondent  uf  his  at  Puris,  in  which  1 
was  inclused  a Letter  from  Signor  Belloni,  a 
bunker  at  Rome,  directed  to  the  Committee  to  | 
whom  the  Petition  of  the  proprietors  of  the  | 
Charitable  Corporation  was  referred,  or  in  case  I 
tiie  said  Committee  did  not  subsist,  to  sir  Ro-  I 
bert  Sutton  and  others,  acquainting  them,  that 
the  said  Belloni  had  procured  John  Thomson, 
late  warehouse-keeper  to  the  said  Corporation, 
to  be  secured  a prisoner  in  the  castle  of  St. 
Angelo  at  Rome.  Hereupon  the  said  com- 
mittee was-ordered  to  lie  revived. 

May  22.  Mr.  Sandys  made  a farther  Report 
from  the  above  Conmutiee,  and  thereupon  it- 
was  ordered,  That  the  several  Letters  and  Pa- 
pers mentioned  in  the  said  Report  should  be 
Inid  before  the  Uuuse.  Then  it  was  referred  to 
ncommittee  to  translate  Signor  Bellani’s  Letter. 


Signor  Belloni' s Letter.]  May  23.  The  lord 
Hervey  presented  the  translation  of  that  Letter, 
as  follows : 

“ Gentlemen  ; Rome, May  4,  1732. 
“ It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I lay  hold  of 
this  occasion,  which  now  offers,  to  shew  my 
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by  contributing  to  the  advantage  of  many 
■private  persons  in  that  kingdom,  and  conse- 
quently to  the  satisfaction  of  the  parliament, 
and  the  nation  itself. 

“As  the  frauds,  that  have  been  committed 
in  the  management  of  the  Chnritable  Corpora- 
tion, have  made  a great  noise  every  where, 
people  here  have  heen  sensibly  touched  with  the 
misfortunes  these  frauds  have  occasioned,  and 
have  felt  the  interest  the  nation  had  to  redress 
them,  which  could  not  be  effected,  but  by 
seizing  the  person  and  the  papers,  the  books 
and  the  effects  of  Mr.  Thomson,  which  the 
parliament  had  not  yet  been  able  to  compass. 

“ To  this  end  having  received  ndvice,  that 
the  said  Thomson  might  come  to  Rome  under 
some  borrowed  name,  the  necessary  measures 
were  taken  to  put  him  under  sn  arrest  upon 
his  arrival  there,  which  have  been  put  in  exe- 
cution : at  the  same  time  his  papers,  letters  he 
lias  received  from  England  since  his  departure 
from  thence,  copies  of  letters  he  has  written  to 
his  confidents,  and  notes  of  his  most  secret  af- 
fairs have  been  seized  : He  himself  is  at  present 
in  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  and  has  by  ibis 
means  been  put  under  a sort  of  necessity  to 
discover  the  whole  mystery  of  this  affair;  which 
he  has  amply  done,  by  discovering  not  only  the 
books  and  effects  of  the  Corporation,  but  also 

“ This  being  done,  I have  been  ordered  to 
communicate  this  important  discovery  to  whom 
and  where  it  may  he  proper,  for  the  good  and 
advantage  of  the  nation  ; wherefore  I dis- 
patched without  delay  a courier  to  one  of  my 
correspondents  at  Paris,  with  all  the  papers  re- 
lating to  this  affair,  that  he  may  find  the  meuns 
to  have  them  put  into  your  bands. 

“ But  as  equity  requires,  that  the  proprietors 
of  the  Charitable  Corporation,  who  will  reap 
so  great  an  advantage  from  this  discovery, 
should  yield  to  certain  conditions  before  the 
papers  and  writings  be  delivered  to  you  ; I have 
ordered  my  correspondent  to  insist  on  these 
conditions  being  previously  agreed  to,  and  in 
the  mean  time  to  look  on  these  papers,  as  a 
simple  deposit  in  his  hands  not  to  be  parted 
with  till  this  be  done  ; and  I doubt  not,  but 
this  precaution,  ns  well  ns  the  conditions,  will 
appear  just  and  reasonable  to  all  those  who 
are  interested  in  this  affair. 

“ Having  thus  discharged  my  commission, 
there  remains  nothing,  but  to  beg  you  will 
he  persuaded  of  my  respect  for  the  nation,  and 
of  the  desire  I shall  always  have  to  contribute 
to  its  Advantage.  I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John-Ancelo  Bellosi." 

Both  Houses  resolve,  thut  Sig.  Belloni's  Let- 
ter is  an  insolent  Libel.]  Then  several  other 
Papers  being  read,  the  Commons  catne  to  two 
Resolutions,  with  which  the  Lords  concurred  as 
follows  : 

1.  “ Resolved  nem.  con.  bythe  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  Commons  in  parliament  as- 
sembled, that  the  paper  dated  at  Rome,  the 
4th  of  May,  t7i^W:ai^diignftd,ed'lihni  irAiigeb»' 


Bclluni,  is  an  insolent  and  audacious  libel,  at- 
tempting, by  false  and  insidious  insinuations, 
to  impose  upon  the  parliament  and  British  na- 
tion ; and  by  specious  pretences,  and  profes- 
sions of  esteem,  affection,  and  compassion,  to 
amuse  the  unhappy  sufferers  of  the  Charitable 
Corporation,  with,  vain  and  deceitful  hopes  of 
relief:  That  the  said  paper  is,  in  itself,  absurd 
and  contradictory,  conceived,  at  the  beginning, 
in  terms  and  in  the  style  of  power  and  autho- 
rity, or  as  proceeding  from  some  extraordinary 
interest  and  influence,  hut  concluding  in  the 
person  and  character  of  a private  banker  of 
Rome ; offering,  upon  certain  conditions,  on 
the  behalf  of  John  Thomson  to  deliver  cer- 
tain books  and  papers  of  the  said  Thomson, 
the  contents,  value,  and  consequence  whereof 
nre  unknown,  without  any  offer  to  surrender 
the  person  of  the  said  Thomson,  although  re- 
presented to  have  been  arrested  and  detained 
in  gafe  custody,  from  a sense  of  the  frauds  com- 
mitted by  him,  and  a due  regard  to  justice; 
the  conditions,  demanded  and  insisted  upon 
by,  and  in  behalf  of,  the  said  Thomson,  ap- 
pearing at  the  same  time  to  be  loose,  evasive, 
and  uncertain,  tending  to  procure  advautnges 
and  indemnity  to  himself  anti  bis  accomplices, 
without  nny  intention  or  prospect  of  benefit  to 
the  Corporation  : And  that  this  whole  transac- 
tion appears  to  be  a scandalous  artifice,  calcu- 
lated purely  to  delude  the  unhappy,  and  to 
disguise  and  conceal  the  wicked  practices  of 
the  professed  enemies  to  his  Majesty's  person, 
crown  and  dignity. 

2.  “ Resolved,  That  in  abhorrence  and  detes- 
tation of  this  vile  attempt,  the  said  infamous 
Libel  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
Hangman,  before  the  Royal  Exchange  in  Lon- 
don, upon  Friday  next,  at  one  of  the  clock: 
and  that  the  Sheriffs  of  London  do  then  attend, 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  burnt  there  acord- 
inglv.” 

The  King’s  Speech  at  the  Close  qfthe  Session.] 
June  1.  The  King  came  to  the  House  of  Peers, 
and  gave  the  royal  assent  to  the  Bills  relating 
to  the  earl  of  Dervrentwater’s  estate,  and  to  the 
Chnritable  Corporation,  as  also  to  several  other 
public  and  privnte  Bills,  after  which  his  Ma- 
jesty made  the  following  Speech  to  both 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ You  having  now  dispatched  all  the  public 
business,  that  it  was  practicable  for  you  to  go 
through  with  at  present,  and  the  season  of  the 
year  being  so  far  advanced,  I believe  it  will  not 
be  disagreeable  to  you,  that  I give  ynu  an  op- 
portunity of  retiring  into  the  country,  by  putting 
an  end  to  this  session  of  parliament. 

“It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  represent  to 
you  the  happy  state  and  situation  of  public  af- 
fairs, both  at  home  and  abroad.  You  must  all 
be  sensible  of  what  is  universally  seen  and  felt 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  a general  peace.  The 
concurrence  of  the  States  General,  in  the  lata 
treaty  of  Vienna,  has  perfected  the  establish- 
fatixs  human 
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prurience  can' foresee  or  provide ; and  a faithful 
observance  and  execution  of  the  treaties  nnd 
alliances,  now  subsisting  among  the  several 
princes  and  powers  of  Europe,  free  from  ground- 
less jealousies,  and  void  of  all  ambitious  views, 
will  be  the  most  effectual  means  to  Continue 
and  preserve  these  blessings  to  us. 

" Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I return  you  my  thanks  for  the  provisions 
you  have  made  for  the  riefrnce  nnd  security  of 
the  kingdom,  nnd  for  carrying  on  the  service  of 
the  current  year.  It  is  a great  satisfaction  to 
me  to  see  you  have  turned  your  thoughts  to- 
wards raising  the  necessary  snpplies,  by  such 
methods,  as  may  he  the  least  hurlhensoine  to 
my  people:  and  as  this  cannot  but  he  received 
in  the  country  as  a most  grateful  and  accept- 
able service,  I hope  it  will  encourage  you  to 
pursue  such  measures  for  the  future,  as  may  on 
all  occasions  rentier  the  supplies,  that  shall  he 
necessary,  as  equal  and  easy  as  is  possible. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ It  being  necessary  for  me  to  visit  my 
German  dominions  this  year,  I have  deter- 
mined to  leave  the  Queen  Kegent  here  during 
my  absence;  and  1 doubt  not  but  it  will  he 
your  endeavours  to  make  the  governmeut  as 
easy  to  her,  as  I am  confident,  it  will  be  her 
care,  by  a just  and  prudent  administration,  to 
deserve  your  duty  and  regard.  I recommend 
to  yon  all  in  your  several  stations,  to  study  nnd 
consult  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  kingdom.” 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majesty’s 
command,  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  27  th 
of  July.*  It  was  afterwards  farther  prorogued 
to  the  16th  of  January  1733. 

• “ The  private  domestic  occurrences  of  this 
year  are  so  uninteresting,  that  they  are  not 
worth  mentioning  ; but  a ferment  very  dan- 
gerous to  the  minister  was  now  working  in  the 
nation.  The  debates  about  the  revival  of  the 
salt  duty,  and  some  surmises,  that  had  taken 
rise  from  the  complniuts  which  the  officers  of 
the  revenue  in  general  made  of  the  collection 
of  the  duties  upon  wine  and  tobacco,  two 
capital  branches  of  the  revenue,  impressed  the 
public  with  a notion,  that  either  a general  ex- 
cise, or  an  excise  upon  those  two  articles,  was 
intended  by  the  minister.  Both  he  and  his 
friends  had  been  taxed  in  the  house  and  else- 
where, with  this  intention,  hut  they  had  rather 
evaded  than  denied  the  charge  ; nay,  some- 
times they  seemed  to  justify  it.  It  is  incredi- 
ble what  a combustion  this  surmise  raised  in 
the  nation,  even  before  the  minister  had  openly 
avowed  Ilia  intention,  which  was,  by  the  arts  of 
Jiis  enemies,  rendered  so  tiitpDiml.tr.  that  lie 
Sever  had  a fair,  that  is,  an  unprejudiced  op- 
portunity, of  explaining  it.  It  fnllswithin  the 
province  of  history  to  put  the  reader  in  tniml, 
that  the  first  duties  of  excise  in  England,  were 
imposed  upon  beer,  ale,  cyder,  perry,  and  other 
liquors,  made  at  home,  ’mid  set  to  sale,  and 
they  were  given  to  Charles  (he  2nd  as  ut>  equi- 
valent forfefcigiivusf  ,-upi  lithe  bGflerajofvSRttrijj 


The  King? a Speech  on  Opening  the  Session.  [ 1 leg  i 


SEVENTH  PARLIAMENT 


The  King’s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Senien.l  .■ 
January  16,  17S3.  The  King  can  e to  ihg  j 
House  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  attending  I 
his  Majesty  opened  the  session  with  the  f0j’.  I 
lowing  Speech  : 


lowing  Speech  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ It  is  a great  satisfaction  to  me,  that  the  J 
present  situation  of  Affairs,  Imth  at  home  and  1 
abroad,  makes  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  lay  I, j.  I 
fore  you  any  other  reason  for  my  calling  yog  I 
together  at  this  time ; hut  the  ordinary  oj*. 
patch  of  the  public  business,  and  that  I may  I 
have  an  opportunity  of  receiving  your  advice  I 
upon  such  affairs  as  may  occur  to  you,  and  I 
shall  require  the  care  aud  consideration  0f  I 

i “ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons,  I 
“ I will  order  the  proper  officers  to  lay  be-  I 
fore  you  the  Estimates  tor  the  service  of  the  I 
current  year ; and  I make  no  doubt  but  that  I 
you  will,  with  the  same  cheerfulness  as  I have  I 
always  experienced  in  you,  effectually  raise  I 
such  supplies  ns  you  shall  judge  necessary  far  ■ 
the  honour,  safety,  and  defence  of  the  kingdom ; 1 
and  I cannot  but  recommend  it  to  you,  nsa  I 
consideration  worthy  the  Commons  of  Great  I 
Britain,  that  in  all  your  deliberations,  as  well  1 
upon  raising  the  annual  supplies,  as  the  distrihu. 
lion  of  the  public  revenues,  you  pursue  such  I 
measures  as  will  most  conduce  to  the  present  ,i| 
and  future  ease  of  those  you  represent. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ You  must  he  sensible,  that  it  is  very  tie,  | 
si  ruble  to  give  all  possible  dispatch  to  the  pub- 
lic business, and  that  nothing  caii  gtiemore  j 
weight  and  credit  to  all  your  resolutions,  than  J 
to  avoid  unreasonable  heats  nnd  animosities,  | 
and  not  to  suffer  yourselves  to  be  diverted,  by  I 
any  specious  pretences,  from  stedfastly  pursu*  1 
ing  the  true  interest  of  your  country : Let  that 


the  Purvey aDces.nnri  other  Rightsofthe  Crown 
whicli  rendered  it  too  powerful  for  the  liberty  g 
of  the  subject,  and  had  long  been  eye  sores  10  ; 
the  parliament  and  people  of  England.  A* 


the  parliament  and  people  ot  Jingiana.  i 
the  crown  had  always  before  absolutely  rejected  j 
all  proposals  of  a commutation  of  this  kind,  j 


aud  as  the  king  could  have  no  other  security 
for  the  performance  of  the  bargain,  but  the  I 
faith  ami  honour  of  parliament,  the  latter,  I 
from  time  to  time,  piqued  itself  upon  making 
the  laws  for  collecting  the  excise  so  severe,  that  ' 
in  many  re-pects,  they  seemed  to  encroach 


Tltev,  who  had  been  punished  by  them,  thought 
themst-l-es  injured,  and  their  numbers  were  so  j 
great,  as  to  render  the  clamour  against  them 


lot .'“Stpth  vrcrc.  tbe  dinpOBUMWiOf Public  w‘tk 
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be  your  first  and  principal  care ; and  the  peo- 
ple 'will  he  sensible  of  the  benefits  they  shall 
receive  from  your  wisdom  and  resolution  in 
prefering  their  ease  and  the  public  good  to  all 
other  considerations.’' 

The  Lords’  Address  of  Thanks .]  The  King 
being  withdrawn,  the  marquis  of  Lothian  moved 
an  Address  of  Thanks,  and  being  seconded  by 
lord  Lovelace,  the  same  was  unanimously  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

« We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Louis  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
Parliament  assembled,  do  in  all  humility  re- 
turn the  Thanks  of  this  House  for  your  Ma- 
jesty’s most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

“ It  is  owing  to  tlio  happy  success  of  your 
Majesty’s  counsels  and  negotiations,  tluit  your 
Majesty  now  assembles  your  parliament  for 
no  other  reasous,  but  the  ordinary  dispatch  of 
public  business ; and  your  Majesty  being  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  express  such  a great  satisfac- 
tion in  giving  us  an  opportunity  of  humbly  of- 
fering our  advice  to  the  throne  upon  such  affairs, 
as  shall  require  the  care  and  consideration  of 
parliament,  we  think  it  incumbent  on  us.  in 
return,  to  consider  thnt  part  of  our  duty  to  he 
the  highest  honour  and  privilege  of  this  House, 
which,  as  we  have  always  enjoyed,  so  we  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  we  will  never 
abuse. 

“ We  will  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to  pro- 
ceed io  such  manner  in  the  speedy  exeention 
of  the  great  trust  reposed  in  us,  that  the  people 
may  be  fully  sensible,  that  no  unreasonable 
heats  or  animosities  shall  delay  or  interrupt  our 
deliberations,  and  that  the  true  interest  of  our 
country  the  present  and  future  ease  of  our  fel- 
low-subjects, and  the  public  good  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, shall  outweigh  all  other  considerations, 
though  covered  by  any  specious  pretences  what- 
loever.  Upon  these  foundations,  wc  may  he 
confident  that  our  resolution  will  he  agreeable 
to  your  Majesty,  by  being  bonencial  to  the 

The  King’s  Ansrrcr.]  This  Address  was  next 
day  presented  to  the  King,  who  retamed  the 
following  Answer: 

“ My  Lords, 

“ I thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  Ad- 
dress. As  the  ease  of  my  people  and  the  pub- 
lic good  have  always  been  iny  chief  care  and 
concern,  the  zeal  that  you  shew  for  the  pro- 
moting of  them  cannot  hut  be  very  acceptable 
to  me.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address .] 
The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  House, 
Mr.  Speaker  reported  his  Majesty’s  Speech  to 
both  Houses,  and  the  same  being  read, 

Mr.  Henry  Bromley,  knight  of  the  shire  for 


Sard  tq  Excises  in  general,  when  the  Bri- 
I parliament  met  on  the  Ifith  of  January, 


1T33.”  ...  . 

vot.  vnil 


Cambridge,  stood  np  and  took  notice,  That  the 
the  present  profound  tranquillity  was  entirely 
owiug  to  his  Majesty’s  great  wisdom  and  con- 
duct, by  which  he  had  surmounted  all  those 
difficulties,  which  were  thrown  in  his  way  by 
the  enemies  of  the  nation,  and  lind  thereby  at 
last  established  our  affairs  both  at  home  and 
abroad  upon  a most  firm,  and  he  hoped,  a last- 
ing basis : That  we  owed  a great  many  ac- 
knowledgements of  thanks  to  his  Majesty,  for 
his  prudent  and  careful  management  of  our  af- 
fairs' both  nt  home  and  abroad,  and  therefore 
he  would  beg  leave  to  move,  that  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  re- 
turn the  Thanks  of  the  House  lor  his  most 
gracious  Speech  from  the  throne ; to  express 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House  at  the  present 
situation  of  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad  ; 
and  to  assure  his  Majesty,  thnt  the  House 
would,  with  nil  possible  duty  to  his  Mqjesty, 
and  just  regard  and  concern  for  those  they 
represented,  cheerfully  and  effectually  raise 
such  supplies  us  should  he  necessary  lor  the 
honour,  safety,  and  defence  of  his  Majesty 
and  his  kingdoms ; and  that,  in  all  their  deli- 
berations upon  raising  the  annual  supplies,  nnrl 
distribution  of  the  public  revenues,  they  would 
pursue  such  measures  ns  would  most  conduce 
10  the  present  and  future  ease  of  their  fellow 
subjects ; and  that,  in  order  to  give  the  neces- 
sary dispatch  to  the  public  business,  and  thnt 
their  proceedings  might  carry  with  them  that 
weight  and  credit  in  the  nation,  which  ought 
always  to  attend,  the  resolutions  of  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  they  would  endea- 
vour to  avoid  all  unreasonable  heats  and  ani- 
mosities, and  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  divert- 
ed by  any  specious  pretences  whatsoever,  from 
stedfastly  pursuing  the  true  interest  of  their 
country,' which  should  upon  all  occasions  be 
their  first  and  principal  care. 

This  motion  was  seconded  hy 

Mr.  Knight,  member  for  Sudbury,  who  like- 
wise spoke  in  praise  of  bis  Majesty’s  conduct, 
and  added,  Thnt  he  hoped  the  House  would  be 
unanimous  in  agreeing  to  the  Address  of 
Thanks,  moved  for  by  toe  honourable  member 
who  had  spoke  before  him.  Hereupon 

Sir  John  Barnard,  member  for  London,  rose 
up  nqd  moved  for  an  Amendment  to  the  said 
motion  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I shall  always  be  ready  to  make  all  proper 
acknowledgments  of  Thanks  to  his  Majesty ; 
but  there  are  some  words  in  the  motion  mode 
hy  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  first, 
which  1 ennnot  but  take  notice  of.  I do  not 
really  know  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
means  by  saying, 1 Wje  will  endeavour  to  avoid 
« all  unreasonable  beats  and  animosities,  and 
‘ not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  diverted  by  any 
1 specious  pretences  whatsoever.’  I hope  there 
never  were,  nor  never  will  be  any  unreasonable 
bents  or  animosities  in  this  House,  nor  any  spe- 
cious pretences  made  use  of  by  any  gentleman 
who  lins  the  honour  to  be  a mein  act  thereof ; 
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vain  enough  td  endeavour  to  impose  upon  this 
House,  by  making  use  of  specious  pretences  for 
concealing  designs  which  he  dBre  not  openly 
avow,  that  there  will  always  be  in  this 
House  men  of  understanding  and  integrity  suf- 
ficient to  expose  any  such  attempt,  and  to  ren- 
der it  vain  and  ridiculous.  But  if  any  gentle- 
man of  the  House  happens  not  to  like  whnt  is 
said,  or  what  is  moved  for  by  another,  cannot 
he  oppose  it,  and  give  his  reasons  for  so  doing, 
without  being  guilty  of  nny  unreasonable  heat 
or  animosity,  ur  of  making  use  of  specious  pre- 
tences ? I must  say,  Sir,  that  the  desiring  such 
words  to  be  put  into  our  Address  of  Thanks  to 
his  Majesty,  to  me  looks  ns  if  the  gentleman 
was  conscious  that  there  is  something  to  be 
brought  before  us,  in  this  session  of  parliament, 
which  he  foresees  will  meet  with  a warm  oppo- 
sition ; and,  I hope,  if  any  thing  of  an  extra- 
ordinary nuture  is  to  be  brought  before  us,  no 
gentleman  will  be  precluded  by  these  words,  or 
by  any  words  that  can  be  put  into  our  Address, 
from  giving  his  sentiments  freely  upon  any 
question  that  may  occur.  If  any  thing  should 
happen  to  be  proposed  in  this  House,  which 
evidently  appears  to  be  inconsistent  with  the 
liberties  or  the  trade  of  this  natiun,  I hope  the 
indignation  of  every  man  that  thinks  so,  will 
rise  against  such  a proposition,  and  that  he  will 
oppose  it  with  that  honest  warmth,  as  becomes 
every  man  who  has  the  happiness  of  bis  country 
really  at  heart : Such  a warmth  is  no  unrea- 
sonable heat ; it  dues  not  proceed  from  ani- 
mosity, but  from  that  honest  zeal,  which  every 
man  in  this  House  ought  to  have  for  the  con- 
stitution of  lib  country,  and  for  the  liberties  and 

Eroperties  of  the  people  he  represents. — But 
vfo're  I say  any  thing  more  upon  this  subject, 
I must  take  notice  of  a preceding  patt  of  the 
motion  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  : 
He  proposes  for  us  to  say,  1 That  we  will  raise 
1 the  supplies  in  such  manner  as  will  most  con- 
* duce  to  the  present  and  future  ease  of  the 
‘ subject.’  Now,  there  seems  to  be  a great 
jealousy  without  doors,  as  if  something  were 
intended  to  be  done  in  this  session  of  parlia- 
ment, that  may  be  destructive  to  our  liberties, 
and  detrimental  to  our  trade:  From  whence 
this  jealousy  hath  arisen,  I do  not  know ; but  it 
is  certain  that  there  is  such  8 jealousy  among 
all  sorts  of  people,  and  in  ail  corm  rs  of  the  na- 
tion ; and  therefore  we  ought  to  take  the  first 
opportunity  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  to  assure  them  that  they  may  depend  upon 
the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  members  of  this 
House;  and  that  we  never  will  consent  to  any 
thing  chat  may  have  the  least  appearance  of  be- 
ing destructive  to  their  liberties,  or  di  trimenia! 
to  their  trade ; for  w Inch  reason  I must  move  for 
an  Amendment,  and  that  these  word*.  “ And 
such  as  shall  be  consistent  with  the  trade,  in- 
terest, and  liberty  of  the  nation,”  may  bS  added 
to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  has  already 

Sir  John  Barnard  was  backed  by 
Mr.  Santlys,  member  for  Worcester,  who  de- 
clared, That  he  saw  no  manner  of  occasion  for 


inserting, 1 That  they  should  endeavour  to  avoid 
* ah  unreasonable  heats  and  animosities,  nor 
‘ suffer  themselves  to  be  diverted  by  any  spe. 

‘ citius  pretences for  that  it  was  never  to  be 
presumed  with  regard  to  the  HnuseOf  Commons 
that  they  should  fall  into  any  unreasonable 
heats  and  animosities,  or  suffer  themselves  to 
be  diverted  by  specious  pretences  from  sted. 
fastly  pursuing  the  true  interest  of  their  country; 
that  sitcli  a reflection  was  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  House  in  general,  and  of  that 
House  in  particular,  who  deserved  it,  in  hi* 
opinion,  as  little  as  any  House  ever  did  ; nay,  it 
was  somewhat  strange  that  this  House,  alter 
having  sat  so  quietly  for  so  many  sessions,  and 
granted  so  many  considerabe  supplies,  should 
at  length  so  officiously  be  put  in  mind  of  their 
duty,  and  desired  to  avoid  unreasonable  heats 
and  animosities ; and  as  for  the  other  part  of 
the  motion,  taken  notice  of  by  sir  John  Bar- 
nard, it  was  his  opiuion  the  amendment  pro- 
posed was  not  only  very  proper,  but  also  be- 
came absolutely  necessary  at  that  juncture. 
Then, 

Mr.  Sluppen  moved  for  a farther  Amend- 
ment as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I have  always  been  agaiust  long  addresses ; I 
am  ready  enough  to  agree  to  an  address  of 
thanks  to  bis  Majesty  for  his  most  gracious 
speech  from  the  throne ; but  such  address  ought 
to  be  in  the  innst  concise  terms,  and  the  most 
general  words  : this  was  the  ancient  usage  of 
parliament,  and  I find  but  few  of  our  old  cus- 
toms that  are  altered  for  the  better  : however 
if  we  must  go  on  with  the  custom  of  making 
long-winded  addresses,  I think  we  ought  to 
take  some  notice  of  the  spirit  that  Is  at  present 
among  the  people.  It  is  very  certain,  that  there 
are  great  fears,  jealousies,  and  suspicions  with- 
out doors,  that  something  is  to  he  attempted  in 
this  session  of  parliament,  which  is  generally 
thought  to  be  destructive  to  the  liberties  and 
to  the  trade  of  this  nation.  There  is  at  present 
a most  remarkable  and  general  spirit  among 
the  people,  for  protecting  and  defending  their 
liberties  and  their  trade,  in  opposition  to  those 
attempts  which  they  expect  are  to  he  made 
against  both  : from  all  quarters  we  hear  of 
meetings  and  resolutions  for  that  purpose;  and 
this  spirit  is  so  general,  that  it  cannot  be  as- 
cribed to  any  one  set  of  tnen  : they  cannot  be 
branded  with  the  name  of  J acobites  nr  of  Repub- 
licans, nor  can  it  he  said  that  this  opposition 
is  made  only  by  Jacobites  and  Republicans ; 
no,  the  whole  people  of  England  seem  to  be 
united  in  this  spirit  of  jealousy  and  opposition. 
Whetliir  there  beany  reason  or  ground  for  ex- 
eitiog  such  a spirit  at  present,  1 do  not  know; 
but  f am  sure  it  ought  not  to  be  entirely  neg- 
lected. It  is  well  known  that  1 am  no  friend 
to  popular  remonstrances  ; a mnn  iliac  is  a fa- 
vourer of  monarchy  cannot  well  approve  ot 
such  measures  ; but  such  remonstrances  are 
not  to  be  contemned  : a thorough  contempt  ol 
them  may  produce  the  most  terrible  effects. 
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I look  ou  it  ns  a most  cettain  maxim,  that 
the  people  newer  would  so  generally  complain, 
unless  they  found  themselves  some' nay  hurt  ; 
and  then  they  have  a right  to  complain,  and  it 
is  our  duty  to  tuke  notice  of  their  complaints  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  we  ought  to  have  a regard 
to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  parliament  ; for 
which  reason  I shall  heg  leave  to  arid  to  the 
amendment  proposed,  and  more  that  these 
words,  “ And  such  us  shall  he  consistent  with 
the  honour  and  justice  of  Parliament,"  inay  he 
added  to  what  has  heen  before  proposed.’ 

The  addition  of  these  words  being  approved 
of  by  sir  John  Barnard  and  Mr.  Sandys, 

Sir  Robert  Wulpole  stood  up  uext,  and  spoke 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I nuw  rise  up,  Sir,  to  do  whnt  is  not  usual 
for  me  to  do;  it  is  to  second  a motion  made 
by  my  worthy  friend  who  spoke  last.  I was 
really  of  opinion,  that  his  Majesty’s  speech  was 
in  such  terms,  that  uo  exception  could  have  heen 
taken  to  any  one  word  of  it ; and  the  motion  for 
an  address  of  thanks  was  so  short  and  so  agree- 
able tu  his  Majesty’s  speech,  that  1 could  not 
imagine  any  such  objection  could  have  been 
made,  as  lias  been  ntatie  to  some  of  the  words 
thereof.  Ilis  Majesty  in  his  speech  recommends 
the  avoiding  of  unreasonable  heats  and  animo- 
sities, aud  in  answer  to  that  part  of  his  Majes- 
ty's speech,  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
moved  for  the  address,  proposed  that  we  should 
say,  that  we  would  uvoid  all  unreasonable  heats 
and. animosities:  In  my  opinion,  there  cannot 
be  a more  proper  return  to  that  part  of  the 
speech  : and  us  his  Majesty  only  desires  that 
we  would  avoid  all  unreasonable  heats  aud  ani- 
mosities, he  surely  did  not  thereby  intend  to 
preclude  any  mnn  from  offering  his  sentiments 
freely  on  whatever  may  be  pro  posed.  If  any 
thing  be  proposed  that  is  inconsistent  with  the 
public  good,  i/o  opposition  thereto  can  he  called 
an  unreasonable  heat  or  animosity  ; nor  is 
such  an  opposition  any  ■ way  comprehended  in 
the  words  rnude  use  of  by  his  Majesty,  in  his 
most  gracious  speech  from  the  throne. 

As  for  the  Amendment  proposed  in  the 
other  part  of  the  motion,  it  rrallv  seems  to  me 
to  he  liable  to  the  same  objection,  that  has 
been  made  to  the  words  I have  just  now  taken 
notice  of.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  we 
will  do  any  thing  that  is  inconsistent  with  the 
honour  and  justice  of  parliament,  if  any  such 
thing  should  be  proposed,  it  would,  without 
doubt,  be  rejected  with  scorn.  And  ns  for  the 
trade  of  the  nation,  I do  not  know  what  the 
gentlemen  mean  thereby  ; hut  as  to  what  I 
mean  by  the  trade  of  the'  nation,  imd  in  so  far 
as  I understand  ir,  I hope  nothing  will  ever  be 
brought  into  this  House  that  is  or  can  be  detri- 
mental thereto  ; if  there  should,  it  would  most 
certainly  be  rejected.  1 am  sure,  Sir,  that  I 
know  ui*  no  such  desigu,  I know  of  nothing  that 
is  to  he  brought  in,  that  can  any  way  injure 
the  trade  of  the  nation  ; but  if  uny  thing  can  be 
proposed  for  the  improvismeiitJt'tBSi^oij'i'  Shifts 


very  readily  agree  to  it,  and  so,  I hope,  will 
every  gentleman  in  this  House. 

I agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  that  the  complaints  of  the  people 
are  not  to  he  neglected,  « lien  they  are  sincere 
aud  true  ; I hope  they  will  always  be  regarded 
by  every  gentleman  in  this  House  : if  the  peo- 
ple are  hampered  in  their  trade,  or  in  any  other 
way  hurt,  they  must  feel  it,  and  they  will 
feel  it  before  they  begin  to  complain  : in 
such  case  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Douse,  not 
only  to  hear  tlieir  complaints,  but  to  find 
out  a remedy,  if  possible : but  the  people 
may  be  taught  to  complain,  they  may  be 
made  to  feel  imaginary  ills,  and  by  such  urac- 
ticesihey  are  often  induced  tomuke  complaints 
before  they  feel  any  uueasim  vs.  However,  let 
the  people’s  complaints  bo  real  or  imaginary, 
let  them  be  well  or  ill  founded,  it  does  not  sig- 
nify to  the  present  question  : if  the  gentlemen 
think  it  necessary  to  add  the  words  they  have 
proposed,  the  adding  or  not  adding  of  them  is 
to  me  a matter  of  uhsolute  indifference,  they 
may  do  whatever  they  think  proper. 

Mr.  Walter  Plumer  hereupon  replied,  Tlint 
lie  did  not  know  whether  or  no  tne  people 
■night  be  taught  to  complain  when  they  telt  no 
hurt ; but  was  well  assured,  that  if  by  any 
means  they  were  taught  not  to  complain,  they 
would  at  last  come  to  feel  the  hart  severely, 
when  perhaps  their  complaints  would  av  il  no- 
thing, but  rather  expose  them  to  the  contempt 
of  those  who  had  done  them  the  greatest  inju- 

Sir  John  Barnard  stood  up  nguin,  and  spoke 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

If  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor, 
(sir  Robert  Walpole)  thinks  that  our  trade  can- 
not he  hurt  by  what  the  people  seem  to  be 
afraid  of,  I am  sure  lie  must  think  that  he  un- 
derstands trade  better  than  all  the  traders  in 
England ; and  if  that  is  his  notion,  I do  not 
really  understand  what  trade  he  menus,  hut  he 
must  mean,  by  the  trade  of  the  nation,  some- 
thing different  from  whut  is  thereby  meant  by 
all  those  that  are  concerned  therein.  1 thought 
I had  given  a sufficient  reason  for  adding  the 
words  I proposed ; but  since  it  has  been  insi- 
nuated, that  they  are  linble  to  the  same  objec- 
tion as  the  words  first  taken  notice  of  by  tne,  I 
must  explain  myself  a little  farther.  It  is  cer- 
tainly to  he  presumed,  that  this  House  will 
never  agree  to  uny  thing  that  is  destructive  to 
the  liberties,  or  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  the 
untion  i I am  sure,  if  ever  we  do,  we  shall  do 
what  is  inconsistent  with  the  honour  and  justice 
of  parliament.  This  is  certainly  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed ; yet  we  find  there  is  a spirit  of  jealousy 
gone  forth  ; there  are  very  general  apprehen- 
sions that  some  such  thing  is  intended  ; and 
for  this  reason,  I moved  for  the  amendment ; 
but  there  are  no  jealousies,  uo  fears  of  our  fall- 
ing into  uurensonnhle  heats  and  animosities; 

on/1  jich  jea- 
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lousy,  and  I am  sure  the  body  of  the  people 
apprehend  no  such  misfortune;  and  therefore 
there  is  no  reason  for  having  any  such  words  in 
our  Address. 

The  question  was  then  put,  nnd  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  was  agreed  to.  without  any  di- 

Sir  Thomas  Aslm,  membpr  for  Liverpool, 
stood  up,  and  inode  a further  objection  to  Mr. 
Bromley's  motion  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I cannot  in  any  Address,  to  he  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  approve  of  saying  what  I do  not 
believe  to  be  true.  It  is  proposed,  that  we 
should  congratulate  lus  Majesty  upon  the  situ- 
ation of  our  affairs  both  abroad  and  ut  home. 
This  I cannot  by  any  means  agree  to,  because 
1 do  not  really  think  that  our  affairs  are  iu  the 
best  situation  either  abroad  or  at  home.  Are 
not  our  neighbour  s the  French  still  going  on  in 
fortifying  nnd  restoring  the  harbour  of  Dun- 
kirk, under  our  very  nose,  anjl  contrary  to  the 
faith  Of  the  most  solemn  treaties  ? We  cannot 
now  say  that  the  French  are  our  good  allies ; 
and  by  their  behaviour  in  this  particular,  we 
may  see  that  ive  cannot  much  depend  upon  the 
faitn  of  any  of  the  treaties  now  subsisting  be- 
tween us  nnd  them : even  this  very  affair  we 
may,  perhaps,  in  a little  time  hear  made  use  of, 
os  an  argument  lor  our  keeping  up  a numerous 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace ; and  cun  we 
express  a satisfaction  at  the  present  situation 
of  our  affairs,  as  long  as  there  is  any  argument 
left  for  keeping  up  a numerous  standing  army 
iu  time  of  peace,  which  has  always  been  thought 
so  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  nnd  liber-  | 
tics  of  our  country  ? 

Have  our  merchants  as  yet  met  with  any  re- 
dress for  those  depredations  committed  upon 
them  by  the  Spaniards  ? Is  not  that  affair  still 
delayed  and  put  off,  notwithstanding  the  most 
explicit  engagements  entered  into  by  the  fa- 
mous treaty  of  Seville  r That  treaty  which  we 
have  heard  so  much  applauded,  nnd  by  which 
we  entered  into  engagements  of  the  greatest 
consequence ; on  our  part  it  has  been  most 
punctually  performed,  and  yet  our  plundered 
countrymen,  our  merchants,  are  still  waiting 
for  that  reparation,  which  in  justice  is  due  to 
them,  which  by  the  most  solemn  engagements 
has' been  stipulated  for  them,  and  winch  was,  I 
may  say,  the  only  stipulation  in  our  favour 
contained  in  that  treaty.  Shall  we  then  say, 
that  we  are  satisfied  with  the  present  situation 
of  our  affaifs,  while  the  cries  and  complaints  of 
our  injured  and  unredressed  Countrymen  are 
daily  meeting  us  in  every  corner  ol  the  streets  ? 

Again,  as  to  our  home  affairs,  is  not  our  trade 
daily  decaying?  even  our  staple  manufacture  is 
almost  quite  undone.  There  is  scarcely  any 
sort  of  trade  in  a thriving  condition,  but  that  in 
Change  Alley  ; and  there,  Sir,  there  are  such 
abominable  fraud-,  and  such. wicked  imposi- 
tions daily  practised,  that  many  holiest  well- 
meaning  men  have, thereby  been  totally  ruined 
and  und»wB,io<.  OotteoDf  nhanBWmerj"  *esswB;  of 


fiarliament  open  to  us  some  new  scene  of  vil. 
ainy  and  roguery  ? These  calamities  are  al- 
moht  universal,  they  do  opt  fall  upon  single  per- 
sons, or  upon  a few,  hut  upon  multitudes  at  a 
tiiue ; and  these,  for  what  I know,  may  he 
owing,  in  some  measure,  to  some  of  those  per- 
sons who  have  in  their  hands  the  management 
of  public  affairs : It  may  be  owing  to  their  neg- 
lect that  rogues  are  thus  enabled  to  dress  up 
and  manage  such  public  scenes  of  knavery. 
While  such  fraudulent  practices  tire  suffered, 
and  our  trade  thereby  so  much  injured,  can  we 
approach  the  throne,  and  say  in  such  n solemn 
manner,  that  we  are  satisfied  with  the  situation 
of  our  affairs  at  home  ? For  my  pnrt,  I am  no 
way  satisfied  with  the  present  situation  of  our 
affairs  either  abroad  or  at  home,  and  therefore 
I must  move  that  these  wards  should  be  left 
out,  or  some  way  altered.  Upon  this 

Mr.  Speaker  stood  up,  and  told  sir  Thomas 
Aston,  That  by  i he  orders  of  the  House,  and 
the  constant  forms  of  their  proceedings,  the 
.making  of  an  Amendment  to  any  part  of  a mo- 
tion, was  an  approbation  of  every  preceding 
part  of  thnt  mnuon;  and  as  that  part  of  the 
motion,  which  he  proposed  to  amend,  preceded 
that  which  the  House  had  agreed  to  amend, 
therefore  they  could  not  now  receive  his  mo- 

This  last  motion  was  therefore  dropped. 
Then  the  question  was  pul  upon  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Flromley,  as  amended  by  sir  John 
Barnard  and  Mr.  Shippen,  w hich  was  carried 
without  any  division ; nnd  on  Address  was 
drawn  up  and  approved  of  hy  the  House. 

The  Commons'  Address  of  Thanks.]  Jan.  18. 
The  same  was  presented  to  his  Majesty  as  fol- 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign, - 
“ We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
Parliament  assembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to  re- 
turn your  Majesty  our  most  sincere  and  hearty 
tlinnks,  for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne. 

“ The  situation  of  affairs,  both  at  home  and 
ahrond,  gives  your  faithful  Commons  the  highest 
satisfaction,  and  fills  theii  hearts  with  the  deep- 
est sense  uf  gratitude  to  your  Majesty,  being 
fully  sensible,  that  the  present  happiness  we 
enjoy  is  the  entire  effect  of  your  Majesty’s  wis- 
dom  and  resolution. 

“ Such  Supplies,  as  shall  he  necessary  for 
the  honour,  safety  and  defence  of  your  Ma- 
jesty nnd  your  kingdoms,  sliull  cheerfully  and 
effectually  be  raised  hy  your  faithful  Commons, - 
with  all  possible  duty  to  your  Majesty,  and  a 
just  regard  and  concern  for  those  we-  represent. 

“ We  also  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Major)', 
thnt  in  all  our  deliberations,  as  well  in  raising 
the  supplies,  as  in  the  disiiihution  of  the  public 
revenues,  we  will  pursue  such  measures,  a6  "ill 
most  couduce  to  the  present  and  future  ease  of 
uur  fellow  sill  jects,  and  such  as,  agreeably  to 
your  Majesty's  known  goodness  and  gracious  m- 
the  constant 
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endeavours  of  your  faithful  Commons,  shall  be 
consistent  nitli  the  honour  and  justice  of  par- 
liament, and  with  the  trade,  interest,  and  liber- 
ty of  the  nation. 

“ That  our  proceedings  may  carry  with  them 
the  weight  and  credit,  which  always  ought  to 
atieud  the  resolutions  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  ; and  that  the  necessary  dispatch  may 
be  given  to  the  public  business,  we  will  use  our 
utmost  endeavours  to  avoid  all  unrcasonnhle 
heats  and- animosities,  and  not  suffer  ourselves 
to  be  diverted,  by  nny  specious  pretences  what- 
soever, from  stedfastly  pursuing  the  true  inte- 
rest of  our  country,  which,  in  pursuance  of 
your  Majesty's  most  graciuus  recommendation, 
from  your  great  example,  and  our^owu  indis- 
pensable duty,  shall  upon  all  occasions  be  our 
first  and  principal  care.” 

The  King’s  Answer.]  To  this  Address  his 
Majesty  returned  the  following  Answer : 

“ Gentlemen ; 

“ I return  yoh  my  thanks  for  these  dutiful 
assurances  of  your  zeal  and  affection  for  me  ; 
and  I make  no  doubt  but  that  your  resolutions 
to  pursue  such  measures,  ns  will  most  conduce 
to  ibe  ease  and  true  interest  of  all  my  subjects, 
will  rs  effectually  recommend  you  to  the  good 
opinion  and  esteem  of  my  people,  as  they  are 
acceptable  to  me.” 

Petition  from  the  Proprietors  of  the  Charita- 
ble Corporation.]  Jail.  31.  The  Commons 
balloted  for  a Committee  of  twenty  one  mem- 
bers, to  consider  of  n Petitiun  from  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Charitable  Corruption,  setting 
forth,  “ That  by  the  unparalleled  neglect  of  all 
the  notorious  Frauds  and  Embezzlements  of 
some  of  the  persons  entrusted  with  the  care  und 
management  of  their  afiairs,  the  Petitioners 
having  been  defrauded  of  their  whole  Capital, 
whereby  many  of  them  were  reduced  to  the 
greatest  distress,  did,  upon  their  application  for 
relief,  obtain  three  several  acts  the  last  session 
of  parliament  ; that  by  the  favour  and  inter- 
position of  his  Majesty,  several  material  Books 
and  Papers  have  been  since  recovered,  which 
give  further  light  into  those  frauds  and  abuses  ; 
and  that  thri nigh  the  length  and  intricacy  of 
the  inquiry,  there  was  nor  time  iu  the  last  ses- 
sion for  nr.y  farther  proceeding  for  their  relief : 
and  therefore  praying  the  House  to  take  their 
unhappy  case  into  further  consideration,  and 
to  gram  such  relief  to  the  petitioners  as  to  the 
House  shall  seem  meet.”* 

Dr  bale  on  Mr.  Sandys's  Motion  Jor.brhiging 
vp  the  same  Pension- Hill,  which  was  passed. lust 
Session  by  the  Commons,  and  rejected  by  the 
Lords.]  This  doy,, the  House  haring  no  im- 
mediate business  before  them, 


* “ This  petition  met  with  a most  cordinl  re- 
ception in  the  House,  aud  nothing  can  be  a 
more  striking  proolVliow  little  the  ministry  in- 
terfered in  affairs  of  material  justice,  than  the 
list  of  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  upon  whnm 
this  ballot  fe!tl ; '‘The J W&H 1 a&y. Tdifier;  ' 


Mr.  Sundys  stood  up  and  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker  ; 

As  the  House  seems  at  present  to  be  at 
leisure,  i shall  take  the  opportunity  to  put  them 
iu  mind  of  a Bill,  that  for  two  or  three  sessions 
successively  has  passed  in  this  House,  without 
any  opposition  whatever,  und  baa  been  as  often 
thrown  out  in  liie  other.  What  tbeir  reasons 
were  in  the  other  House  for  so  often  throwing 
out  such  a Bill,  I shall  uot  take  upon  me  so 
much  as  to  guess  at ; but  I think  it  uever  met 
with  any  real  opposition  in  this  House : There 
were  indeed  some  gentlemen,  who  testified  a 
sort  of  a dislike  to  the  Bill,  but  I think  they 
never  carried  it  so  far  as  to  form  any  argument 
against  it,  or  to  bring  the  afiair  to  a debate.  Ic 
lias  been  often  remarked,  that  there  never  was, 
us  yet,  nny  thing  brought  into  either  House  of 
Parliament,  that  was  really  in  itself  useful  and 
necessary  for  the  public  wclfuie,  but  what,  by  a 
proper  perseverance,  was  at  lust  carried  through 
and  passed  into  a law.  Even  n good  thing  may, 
for  a considerable  time,  by  many  be  mistaken; 
from  private  passions  and  prejudices,  for  want 
of  being  rightly  understood,  it  may  for  some 
lime  meet  with  opposition,  hut  truth  und  reason 
will  always  at  ’last  prevail;  and  when  we  arc 
fully  con-,  inced  of  the  gooducss  and  usefulness 
of  ivhat  is  offered,  it  has  always  hitherto  been 
found,  tlmt  a sense  of  our  duty  bus  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  got  the  better  of  all  other 
passions,  which  some  men  might  privately  har- 
bour in  their  breasts.  This,  Sir,  cncourugrsme 
to  persevere  in  what  I have  so  often  had  the  ho- 
nour to  ofi'er  to  this  House,  and  to  renew  it 
again  this  se-sion,  notwithstanding  its  had  fate 
in  firmer  sessions  of  parliament.  I am  tho- 
roughly convinced,  that  wiiat  1 have  to  offer,  is 
not  only  a good  thing,  but  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  onr  constitution ; and 
therefore  l hope  it  will,  by  its  own  weight,  at 
lest  force  its  way  through  the  opposition  it  has 
hitherto  met  with. 

f believe,  Sir,  every  gentleman  in  the  House, 
liy  this  time,  supposes  that  1 menu  the  Bill, 
‘ For  making  more  effectual  the  laws  iu  heing, 
‘ for  disabling  persons  from  being  chosen  mcm- 
‘ hers  uf,  or  sitting  or  voting  in  tins  House,  who 
• have  any  Pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  any 
■ number  of  years,  or  nny  office  held  in  trust 
‘ for  ihcm.’  This  is  the  Bill  1 prupose  to  have 
renewed ; and  as  this  House  bus  been  fully  ap- 
prized of  the  contents  of  tho  Bill,  designed  in 
former  sessions,  for  these  good  und  salutary 
purposes,  I have  prepared  a Bill  which  I have 
here  ready  to  offer  to  the  House,  and  which  is 
the  very  same,  word  for  word,  with  that  which 
in  the  very  last  session  of  parliament  had  the 
approbation  of  this  House;  1 therefore  think  it 


Perry,  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  Harley,  Air.  Plutner, 
Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Wynn,  sirThotnas  Saunderson, 
sir  John  Kushout,  lord  Morpeth,  sir  John  Bar- 
nard, lord  Limerick,  Mr.  Digby,  Mr.  Brums  ion, 

Mr.  Wyiiribam,  sir  Thomas  Kolduson,  Mr. 
Danvers,  Mr.  Henry  Bromley,  Mr.  Cambell, 
AViiiiiilgftjfi;'’- 11  Tifidal. 
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order  of  the  day,  I shall  now  only  second  hi* 


quite  unnecessary  to  move  the  House  for  leave 
to  bring  in  such  a Bill ; but  my  motion  shall  he 
for  leave  to  bring  up  the  Bill  which  I have  now 
in  my  hand. 

Mr.  Winnington  observed,  That  the  con- 
stant practice  of  the  House,  for  an  hundred 
years  past,  has  been  to  move  for  a Bill  to  be 
brought  iu,  and  not  for  leave  to  bring  it  up  to 
the  bar : That  should  this  laudable  method  be 
broke  into,  and  the  ancient  custom  revived  for 
each  member  to  present  what  he  pleased,  they 
might  be  surprized  into  things  very  improper 
and  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  House: 
That  therefore,  though  he  had  nothing  to  say 
against  the  Bill,  it  was  his  opinion  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman’s  motion  ought  not  to  be  com- 
plied with  : Then  to  wave  the  question,  he 
called  for  the  order  of  the  day.  Upon  this 

Sir  Edward  Stanley,  knight  of  the  shire  for 
Lancashire,  spoke  for  tiie  motion,  and  declared. 
That  he  saw  nothing  in  it  irregular ; for  that 
leave  to  bring  in  a Bill,  or  leave  to  bring  up  a 
Bill,  vras  in  effect  the  same  leave  ; nor  could  ho 
conceive  wherein  lay  the  mighty  difference. 

Sir  William  Yonge  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I do  not  at  all  wonder  to  see  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  first  motion,  persevere  in  the 
same  thing;  but  I must  confess  I am  a little 
surprized  to  see  several  state-topics  every  year 
renewed  and  insisted  on  by  some  gentlemen  iu 
this  House,  notwithstanding  their  having  seen 
these  topics  so  often  disapproved  of  hy  a majo- 
rityof  the  House.  As  to  these,  I am  really  quite 
tired  with  hearing  the  same  arguments  repeat- 
ed over  and  over  again  every  session  of  parlia- 
ment: The  hon.  gentleman  should  not  have 
said,  that  the  Bill  he  mentioned  had  always 
passed,  even  in  this  House,  without  opposition; 
there  were  generally  some  gentlemen  appeared 
against  it,  and  even  testified  their  dislike  to  it : 
But  let  the  Bill  be  what  it  will,  let  it  be  a good 
thing,  or  let  it  be  a bad  thing,  the  manner  in 
which  the  gentleman  desires  to  have  it  intro- 
duced is  very  extraordinary.  It  is  iudeetl  a 
privilege  of  the  members  of  the  other  House, 
that  any  lord  may  offer  a Petition  or  a Bill  to 
the  House  without  asking  leave  of  the  House; 
but  this  privilege  the  members  of  this  House 
have,  for  ibesake  of  decency  and  order,  given 
up  long  ago;  and  I can  see  no  tnaaner  of  rea- 
son for  our  re-assuming  ir,  or  for  our  beginning 
now  to  extend  our  privileges  beyond  what  they 
have  beeu  for  so  many  years  past.  As  to  the 
bringing  of  Bills  into  this  House,  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  tisuul  motion  on  such  occasions 
is  for  leave  to  bring  in  such  a Bill  as  is  pro- 
posed ; but  this  is  a new  sort  of  motion  ; it  is 
amotion  fur  leave  to  bring  up  such  a Bill,  which 
is  a very  extraordinary  motion,  and  such  as  I 
am  sure  there  is,  in  the  present  case,  no  man- 
ner of  occasion  for,  and  therefore  I really  think 
the  motion  ought  to  he  rejected,  it  ought  to 
Imve  a negative  put  upon  it ; but  since  the 
worthy  gentleman  near  me  (Mr.  Winnington) 
has  waveflHffitft  ^blHtf^tf-liaS’'  HiiiiU'SfMM' 


Mr.  Walter  P turner  stood  up  next,  and 
took  notice  of  what  sir  William  Yongehad 
urged  touching  the  same  arguments  being  re. 
peated  every  session  of  parliament,  though  the 
majority  had  often  determined  ngainst  them  • 
and  added.  That  whatever  that  gentleman 
might  think  in  that  respect,  it  was  his  opinion 
the  majority  could  not  alter  the  nature  of  right 
and  wrong;  and  for  his  part,  let  the  majority 
determine  as  often  as  they  would,  yet  heshould 
always  be  ready  to  offer  those  arguments,  which 
he  took  to  be  good  ones,  against  such  as  he 
thought  were  not  so:  As  for  the  gentleman’s 
being  afraid  lest  the  members  of  this  House 
should  rc-assume  any  ancient  privilege,  or  ex- 
tend those  they  at.  present  enjoy,  he  saw  no 
reason  for  his  being  so  cautious  iu  that  re- 
spect, siuce  what  was  proposed  was  in  effect 
no  re-assumption  of  any  old  privilege,  nor  ex- 
tension of  any  privilege  they  enjoyed,  it  was  at 
most  neglecting  only  a piece  of  form  upon  an 
extraordinary  occasion,  when  there  appeared 
no  manner  of  use  iu  observing  it. 

Sir  William  Wyndham  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir, 

I am  surprized  to  hear  any  gentleman  in  this 
House  find  fault  with  gentlemen  ipsisting  upon 
their  opiuions,  notwithstanding  their  having 
been  disapproved  of  by  a majority  in  former 
sessions  of  parliament.  I do  not  think  that  the 
majority’s  being  of  a contrary  opinion,  can  ever 
be  made  use  of  as  an  argument  lor  conviuciug 
men  that  they  are  in  the  wrong  : The  minority, 
notwitiistandmg  their  being  out-voted,  may 
still  have  as  good  an  opinion  of  their 
opinions,  as  the  majority  have  of  theirs. 
It  has  often  happened,  that  what  has  been 
disapproved  of  by  the  majority  in  one  ses- 
sion of  parliament  has  been  approved  of  by  a 
majority  in  some  future,  perhaps  in  the  very 
next  session  of  parliament ; and  even  as  to  the 
Bill  now  in  hand,  it  has  been  two  or  three 
times  approved  of  by  the  majority  of  this  House, 
and  as  often  rejected  or  disapproved  by  the 
majority  of  the  other  House;  wbat  their  rea- 
sons were  I do  not  know,  but  I am  of  opiniou, 
that  the  same  reasons  against  the  Bill  were  not 
offered  to  the  members  of  this  House,  that 
were  offered  to  the  members  of  the  other;  for 
if  they  had,  it  would  prubably  have  been  disap- 
proved of,  aud  rejected  by  the  majority  even 
of  ibis  House.  From  hence  it  appears,  that 
the  majorities  being  of  auy  one  opinion,  is  no 
infallible  sign  of  that  opinion’s  being  right. 
This,  Sir,  I thought  myself  obliged  to  take  no- 
tice of,  that  those  gentlemen,  who  happen  to  be 
generally  of  the  same  opinion  with  the  majo- 
rity, may  not  from  thence  conclude  that  they 
are  certainly  right.  As  to  the  matter  now  m 
dispute,  1 really  think  it  is  of  no  moment: 
whether  the  gentleman  shall  have  leave  to 
bring  up  the  Bill,  or  to  bring  in  a Bill,  is  to  me 
a mutter  of  so  much  indifference,  that  I cannot 
find  out  a reason  why  the  gentleman’s  motion 
;S hbiilff  tfirtt1  be elf>o^ posed1  jf ' fdr  'fo  order  a gen- 
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that  he  has  prepared  one,  and  that  it  is  the 
▼cry  same  with  what  the  mnjotity  of  this  House 
has  in  former  sessions  approved  of,  really  seems 
to  me  to  he  a little  incongruous:  I can  find  out 
no  reason  for  gentlemen’s  insisting  upon  this 
piece  of  incongruity,  unless  it  he  that  they  have 
a dislike  to  the  Bill  itself.  We  certainly  ought 
in  general  to  observe  the  usual  method  of  pro- 
ceedings; hut  surely,  we  ought  not  to  observe 
any  customary  method,  w hen  the  observing  it 
appears  to  he  in  itself  absurd. 

Sir  John  Ruthout  declared,  Tlmt  he  saw  no- 
thing in  the  motion  either  new  or  unprece- 
dented : That  he  remcmheicd  there  wus  n Bill 
presented  in  the  House  of  late  yeurs,  in  the 
tame  or  rather  in  a more  extraordinary  man- 
ner, and  this  was  the  last  Suspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  in  the  late  reign ; when 
the  gentleman  who  brought  in  that  Bill,  sitting 
close  nt  the  bar  of  the  House,  rose  up,  and  af- 
ter informing  the  House  of  the  danger  the 
crown  and  kingdom  were  in  from  the  rebellious 
plots  then  carrying  on,  and  the  necessity  of 
impowering  his  Mujcsly  to  secure  all  suspected 
persons,  he  told  them  he  had  prepared  a Bill 
for  that  purpose,  and  therefore  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  it  up,  which  was  immediately  granted ; 
and  the  Bill,  to  the  best  of  his  memory, 
read  twice  that  day,  and  ordered  to  be 
milled : That  this  was  something  more  e 
ordinary  than  the  motion  before  them,  because 
the  Bill  then  ordered  to  be  brought  up  had 
never  been  before  the  House,  and  by  conse- 
quence no  member  could  be  any  way  apprized 
of  the  contents  thereof;  whereas  the  Bill  in 
question  had  hern  before  the  House,  and  fre- 
quently had  their  approbation:  That  ns  for  the 
privilege  inherent  in  every  member  of  this 
House,  he  believed  none  would  dispute  but 
that  the  ancient  method  has  been  fir  any  mem- 
ber to  offer  what  he  pleases. 

Sir  William  Yongc  stood  up,  anti  explained 
himself  with  regard  to  that  pmt  of  bis  speech, 
which  touched  on  the  privilege  of  members. 
He  said.  That  there  seemed  to  he  a mistake, 
ns  to  what  lie  had  mentioned  about  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  not  being  allowed  to  bring  in 
any  thing  without  leave  of  the  House : that 
this  bus  not  properly  any  relation  with  what 
are  called  the  privileges  of  the  House : that  it 
is  not  only  a restraint  which  the  members  ofthe 
- House  have  thought  proper  to  lay  on  them- 
selves, for  the  mote  orderly  carrying  on  the 
public  business,  and  to  prevent  any  thing  that 
is  trifling  from  being  brought  before  us;  and 
this  restraint  has  been  found  so  convenient  and 
necessary  for  preserving  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  nnuse.  that  it  hus  never  fnr  many  years 
been  departed  from,  but  upon  the  most  extraor- 
nary  occasions.  Sir  Willinm  Yonge  was  back- 
ed hy 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  added.  That  the  pre- 
cedent quoted  by  air  John  Rushout  was  on  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  occasions  that  ever 
can  happen,  and  in  a case  that  required  the 
■tmoit  diipatf^jbaf,®  ldbflr|e:%rsie'W».?'ve«l 


comparison  between  that  case  and  the  case  be- 
fore them ; that  the  case  in  this  Bill  did  in  no 
ways  depend  on  this  extraordinary  method ; 
for  should  the  gentleman  move  in  the  usual 
manner  for  leave  to  bring  ill  the  Bill,  and  or- 
ders should  thereupon  be  given  by  the  House 
to  some  gentleman  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same,  this  method  would  b'e  no  hindrance  to 
the  passing  of  the  Bill,  or  occasion  its  being  put 
off  till  (he  next  session  of  parliament.  Upou 

Mr.  Sandys  rose  up,  and  spoke  a second  time 
as  follow-s : 

Sir;  I shall  be  very  fur  from  making  any 
comparisons  between  the  case  in  band,  or  be- 
tween nny  case,  anil  that  which  immediately 
concerns  the  snfety  and  preservation  of  the 
crown.  But  as  I had  assured  you  that  the  Bill, 
which  I have  in  my  hand,  was  the  very  same 
with  that  which  had  before  been  approved  of 
by  this  House,  I thought  it  wjis  quite  unneces- 
sary for  the  House  to  observe  that  ceremony  of 
ordering  some  gentlemen  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  a Bill,  which  was  already  prepared;  and  which 
the  House  lias  approved  of  in  the  very  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament:  this  was  my  reason  for 
moving  for  leave  tn  bring  it  up.  L do  not  de- 
sire to  bring  any  thing  into  this  House  w-ithout 
first  having  the  leave  of  the  House  for  so  doing; 
yet  [cannot  think,  that  though  the  antient  me- 
tltud  of  proceeding  were  revived,  the  House 
would  he  in  nny  danger  uf  being  surprised  into 
nny  thing:  there  is  no  Bill  enn  pass  in  this 
House,  till  it  has  been  three  times  read  in  the 
House,  mid  has  passed  through  a committee  of 
the  House  ; and  while  those  forms  are  ob- 
served, liia  House  never  can  be  surprised  into 
the  passing  of  any  Bill,  even  though  we  should 
again  re-assume  that  privilege  of  every  mem- 
ber's having  a power  to  bring  into  the  House 
whatever  lie  pleases.  It  is  not  the  restraint 
we  have  laid  ourselves  under,  that  prevents 
the  House’s  being  surprized ; it  is  the  neces- 
sity of  having  the  Bill  so  often  read  before 
it  can  pass;  for  when  a gentleman  has  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  nny  Bill  for  the  purposes 
he  mentions,  the  House  cannot  know  whether 
the  Bill  prepared  and  brought  in  be  according 
to  their  orders  till  it  be  once  read  in  the  House: 
some  gentlemen  might  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a Bill,  and  upon  their  obtaining  such  leave, 
and  being  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same,  might  bring  in  a Bill  of  a quite  different 
nature ; but  this  would  probably  be  discovered 
on  the  first  reading,  and  the  Bill  would  without 
doubt  be  thrown  out;  and  whoever  endea- 
voured thus  to  impose  on  the  House,  would  de- 
serve, nnd  would  probably  meet  with  a most 
severe  ceusure. 

But  the  present  dispute  is  not  whether  any 
thing  shall  he  brought  into  the  House  without 
leave ; the  whole  dispute  really  seems  to  be  be- 
tween the  words  ‘ to  bring  up,'  nnd  the  words 
‘ to  bring  in  ;'  for  my  part,  I am  quite  indiffer- 
ent in  Ibis  affair ; whether  I have  leave  to  bring 
it  ep  now,  or  to  bring  ifin  a little  while  hence, 
■dffwitwihis.-iwy  ppi,woui;;figo)fj,ojpohi't  if  I have 
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tip,  I must  immediately  take  a 

; if  I have  leave  to  bring  in  a i aiateiy  to  tne  bar,  anti  rell  us,  that  they  have 
ordered  to  prepare  oue  for  that  j according  to  order,  prepared  such  a Bill  and 
in  a I are  ready  to  bring  it  in." 


walk 

Bill,  and  am  ordered  to  preps 
purpose,  1 shall  take  a walk  tilt 
very  little  time ; this  I do  not  take 
material  difference  : hut  as  for  the  Bill  itself,  _ 
do  thipk  it  of  such  consequence,  tbnt  if  there 
were  any  method  by  which  we  could  shew  a 
more  than  ordinary  regard  to  this  Bill,  that 
method  ought  certainly  to  he  observed. 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  read  from  die-  Journal  of 
the  House,  of  the  Otli  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
George  1,  the  precedent  mentioned  by  sir 


ir  John  Rushout,  and  said, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ The  usual  method  of  proceeding  in  this 
House,  as  to  bringing  in  of  Bills  is,  first,  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  for  such  or  such  pur- 
poses, and  that  bein|  agreed  to,  the  House  then 
orders  some  of  their  own  number  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  Bill ; this.is  the  usual  method, 
but  in  the  precedent  1 have  now  read  to  you  it 
appears,  that  the  then  Solicitor  General  (sir 
P.  Yot'ke)  moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  such 
a Bill,  which  was  granted,  and  he  immediately 
brought  up  the  Bill,  and  the  same  was  read  a 
first  time ; from  which  it  is  plain  that  Mr.  Soli- 
citor, when  he  made  his  motion,  informed  the 
House  that  he  had  prepared  such  a Bill,  and  had 
it  then  ready  to  be  laid  before  them,  and  there- 
fore he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  it  up,  which  it 
seem9tl>e  House  at  this  time  complied  with." 

Upon  this  some  members  suspecting  that  Mr. 
Speaker  was,  in  pursuance  of  this  precedent, 
going  to  put  the  question  on  the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Sauilys,  they  called  out  * No,  no  !’ 
Hereupon  Mr.  Speaker  immediately  resumed 
his  speech,  as  follows ; 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ As  to  the  allair  in  hand, 
comes  before  ibis  House,  1 
of  one  side  of  the  question 
It  is  my  business  to  take  cai 
and  methods  of  proceeding  shall  he  regularly 
observed.  In  all  questions  about  order  1 am 
to  inform  you,  so  for  as  consists  with  my  know- 
ledge, of  what  has  been  done  formerly  in  the  like 
cases ; and  1 am  to  take  care  that  all  decency  and 
order  shall  be  observed,  both  in  our  debates 
and  proceedings  : This  is  my  duty,  and  this  I 
shall  always  endeavour  to  perform  as  fur  as  lies 
in  my  power : In  all  cases  I am  to  observe  those 
directions  that  the  House  shall  he  pleased  to 

five  ; and  in  the  present  case  I only  desire  to 
now  from  you,  what  method  you  will  observe, 
whether  you  are  inclined  to  follow  the  prece- 
1 ir  if  you  are  inclined 


r any  affair  that 
m not  to  appear 
or  of  the  other, 
e that  the  orders 


ready  to  bring  it 
Hereupon  Mr.  Sandys  not  insisting,  on  his 
potion,  but  agreeing  to  have  the  Bill  brought 
in  according  to  the  usual  method,  the  question 
was  put,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill 
“ For  makiug  more  effectual  the  laws  in  being 
for  .disabling  persons  from  being  eliusen  mem- 
bers of,  or  sitting  or  voting  in  the  House  0f 
Commons,  who  have  any  Pension  during  plea, 
sure,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  offices 
held  in  trust  for  them;"  This  being  agreed  to 
without  any  opposition,  Mr.  Sandys  and  sir 
Edward  Stanley  were  ordered  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same.  Then,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a Committee  of  the  supply,  and  as 
soon  as  that  was  over,  Mr.  Sandy's  presented 
the  said  Bill  to  the  House,  which  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  I 
a second  time. 


Debate,  in  the  Commons  on  the  Xumber  crfiht  1 
Lofnt- Forces."]  February  2.  The  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a Committee,  to  consider  far. 
tlier  of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  and  I 
Mr.  Andrews,  member  for  Uind..n,  moved,  | 
“ That  the  number  of  effective  men  to  be  pro-  ■ 
vided  for  guards  and  garrisons  in  Great  Britain, 
and  lor  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  for  the  year  1733, 
be,  including  1815  invalids,  and  555  men,  which 
the  sis  independent  companies-  consist  of,  for 
the  service  of  the  Highlands,  17,709  men,  com- 
mission and  non-commission  officers  included.” 
This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Whitworth, 
and  supported  by  sir  Thomas  Robinson,  sir 
Richard  Lane,  sir  Arthur  Croft,  sir  William 
Yonge,  lion.  Sir.  Henry  Pelham,  Mr.  Horatio 
Walpole,  and  sir  Robert  Walpole:  but  was 
very  warmly  opposed  by  several  members-; 
and  the  lord  Morpeth  thereupon  moved,  “ That 
the  number  of  effective  men  lor  the  year  1733, 
he  only  12,000  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Harley, 
and  hacked  by  Mt.  Brnintton,  Mr.  Rolle,  sir 
John  Barnard,  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr.  Shippen, 
sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Wyndham,  bon.  Mr. 'Edward'  Digbv,  Mr. 
Pulteney,  sir  John  St.  Aubin,  sir  Thomas  Saun- 
dersun,  and  sir  John  Hillde  Cotton.” 

The  Courtiers  urged  in  support  of  the  mo- 
tion, That  though  the  public  tranquillity  of 
Europe  was  now  established,  yet  the  -preserva- 
tion thereof  depended  on  so  many  accidents, 
that  it  could  not  he  certainly  relied  on,  and 
therefore  we  ought  always  to  be  in  such  circum- 
stances, as  to  be  able  not  only  to  defend  on* 


to  proceed  according  to  tlie  method  usually  o!>-  j selves,  but  likewise  to  fulfil  nil  our  engagements 
served:  Bull  must  put  you  it  • ■ - ~~  -■  ....  » 

you  proceeti  according  to  the 


allies  : That  there  was  still  a very  power- 
isiderable  party  in  the  kingdontj 


decency  requires  that  the  Bill  shall  not  he  j firmly  attached  to  the  interest  of  the  Pretender; 


brought 


paring  and  bringing  in  chh  st 


iliately  after  the  order  for  pre-  i nnd  daily  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  til's* 


tnry  that  some  time  should  intervene  betwi 
the  order  for  preparing  it,  and  the  presenting  of 
!*  *o  the  House ; and  therefore  I * a- 


neces-  turb  the  quiet  of  the  nation,  by  endeavouring 


to  overturn  the  present  Imppy  establishment  ; 

id  therefore  it.  was  npeesstuy  to  keep  up  a" 
armed  force  sufficient  to  dispute  any  sudden 


that  thoWii^ntlw^xiisliiBeSlinlll-he!  ondcrenbw-  j naturcalion  ilia tytffigilt IxE by  such  men : 
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That  ibis  pnrty  was  still  the  more  audacious, 
and  tlie  more  tQ  be  dreaded,  because  they  were 
encouraged  and  spirited  up  by  a great  many 
scandalous  and  seditious  libels,  which  were 
daily  spread  abroad,  even  by  those  who  pre- 
tended to  be  friends  to  the  Protestant  succes-  ] 
■ion,  and  to  the  illustrious  family  now  ou  the 

Sir  Archer  Croft  said  on  this  occasion,  That 
the  continuing  of  the  same  number  of  forces, 
was  the  more  necessary,  because  to  his  know- 
ledge popery  was  increasing  very  fust  in  the 
country,  for  that  in  one  parish  which  be  knew, 
there  were  no  less  than  stfven  popish  priests  ; 
and  that  the  danger  from  the  Pretender  was  the 
more  tn  be  feared,  because  they  did  not  know  • 
but  that  he  was  then  breeding  his  son  a Protes- 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  took  notice,  That  a re- 
ductio"  O*  'he  anuy  was  the  chief  thing  wished 
lor  and  desired  by  all  the  Jacobites  in  the  king- 
dom ; that  no  reduction  had  ever  been  made, 
but  what  gave  fresh  hopes  to  that  party,  and 
encouraged  them  to  raise  tumults  ngainst  the 
government ; and  he  did  not  doubt,  but  that  if 
they  should  resolve  to  reduce  any  part  of  the 
army,  there  would  be  post-horses  employed 
that  very  night,  to  carry  the  good  news  thereof 
to  the  Pretender  and  his  adherents  beyond 
teas.  To  this 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  added.  That  the  num- 
ber of  troops  then  proposed  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  support  his  Majesty’s  government, 
and  would  be  necessary,  as  long  us  the  nation 
enjoyed  the  happiness  of  having  the  present  il- 
lustrious family  on  the  throne. 

Sir  Will  turn  Wyndham  allc-dgrd,  in  support 
of  lord  Morpeth’s  motion,  That  if  they  gave 
•ny  credit  to  his  Majesty’s  Speech  fi  om  the 
throne  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  which  they 
were  in  duty  bound  to  do,  the  tranquillity  of 
' Europe  never  was,  norever  cuuld  he  on  a more 
firm  basis  than  at  present,  and  therefore  n re- 
duction was  now  to  be  marie  in  the  nrmy,  or 
Such  reduction  was  never  to  be  expected  : That 
ns  to  the  Pretender,  he  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  any  considerable  parly  for  him  in 
this  nation:  That  time  prelence  had  always, 
been  a ministerial  device  made  use  of  only  for 
accomplishing  their  own  ends  ; hut  that  it  was 
in  reality  a mere  bugbear,  3 raw-head  and 
bloody-bones,  fit  only  to  frighten  children  ; for 
that  he  was  very  well  convinced  bis  Majesty 
/eigned  in  the  hen-ts  nod  affections  of  his  peo- 
ple ; upon  that  his  Majesty’s  security  dr  pended, 
and  if  it  did  not  depend  on  iliat,  the  illustrious 
family  now  on  the  throne  coaid  have  but  little 
security  in  the  present  number,  or  in  any  num- 
ber of  standing-forces,  that  could  be  kept  up  for 
its  defence  : That  if  there  was  any  disaffection 
or  any  discontont  in  the  nation,  ft  was 
owing  to  the  keeping  up  of  such  a nume- 
rous standing  army  in  tune  of  pence  within 
this  kingdom,  whereby  the  people  were  sub- 
jected to  many  loads  and  hardships  which 
Aey  were  netliSmto'S^bWW  W 

Veu  VIII. 


the  people  of  England  had  never  gone  into  nnjr 
violent  measures,  or  carried  their  resentment 
to  any  pitch  against  the  prince  upon  the  throne, 
bnt  when  the  prince,  or  those  employed  by  him, 
were  firstin  the  fault:  That  this  maxim  was  so 
generally  true,  that  in  our  whole  history,  there 
was  no  instance  to  the  contrary,  but  ofily  that 
i which  happened  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I. 
and  thnt  therefore,  if  there  was  any  uneasiness 
among  the  people,  the  proper  remedy  was,  to 
remove  those  things  which  were  the  causes 
thereof:  If  the  ministers  should  change  their 
measures,  the  people  would  certainly  alter  llieic 
minds  : That  the  Dutch  were,  by  the  situation 
of  their  country,  in  a much  more  dangerous 
state  than  we  are  or  can  he  in,  and  yet  the 
Dutch  had  then  resolved  on  a reduction  of  their 
army,  and  therefore  we  could  have  do  pretence 
for  continuing  ours. 

Mr.  Shipper!  likewise  observed.  That  though 
the  general  arguments  in  the  affair  before  them 
had  often  been  canvassed  in  that  House,  yet, 
that  the  debate'of  this  day  ined  to  him  some- 
thing new  : in  former  yenr&tffe  gentlemen,  who 
argued  for  the  continuance  of  s numerous 
standing  army  in  time  of  poace,  always  argued 
for  the  continuance  thereof  only  for  one  year 
longer  hat  that,  gentleman  hud  now  thrown  off 
the  mask,  and  were  become  daring  enough  to 
declare,  1 That  the  same  number  of  forces 
‘ must  always  lie  keptup  ; and  that  a numerous 
1 army  must  for  ever  be  continued,  and  bs 
‘ made,  as  it  were,  apart  of  our  constitution  j* 
that  we  have  already  continued  the  nrmy  so 
long,  that  some  gentlemen  had  told  the  House 
; this  dny,  what  no  man  would  have  ventured  to 
have  told  them  a few  years  ago  : tlmt  if  they 
continued  the  same  army  but  a little  while 
longer,  it  might  he  in  the  power  of  some  gen- 
tlemen to  talk  to  the  House,  in  terms  no  why 
agreeable  to  the  constitution  or  to  the  liberties 
of  our  country  : thnt  tn  tell  the  House  that  tha 
same  number  of  forces  must  be  always  keptup, 
was  a proposition  fraught  with  innumerable 
evils, ' and  more  particularly  with  this,  that  it 
may  make  wicked  ministers  more  audacious, 
than  otherwise  they  would  be,  in  projecting 
and  propagating  schemes,  which  may  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  liberties,  destructive  to  the 
trade,  and  burrhi  aiorne  on  the  people  of  this 
nation  : that  in  countries  which  are  governed 
by  standing  armies,  the  inclinations  of  the  peo- 
ple are  but  little  minded,  i lie  ministers  place 
their  security  in  the  army,  the  humours  of  the 
army  ibey  only  consult,  with  them  they  divide 
the  spoils,  and  the  wretched  peopje  ore  plun- 
dered by  both.  He  added,  Thnt  in  this  king- 
dom, liis  Majesty  has  the  hearts,  the  hands,  and 
the  purses  of  all'  his  subjects  at  his  service,  and 
lie  wished  he  might  have  them  always  at  his 
service  ; but  he  hoped  they  would  never  he  in 
his  power ; that  his  Majesty  desired  no  such 
thing  ; that  he  never  can  desire  it  that  depends 
only  on  die  affections  of  his  people ; that  there- 
fore he  was  convinced  thnt  the  demand  of  sn  nu- 
merous.a  standing armv  never  could  come  from 
his  .up- 

4 G 
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port,  whatever  it  might  he  for  the  support  of 
those  who  now  desired  to  have  it  continued. 

Mr.  Rolle  said,  Tohiro  it  appeared,  in  order 
to  preserve  ourselves  against  one  who  might 
perhaps  prove  a tyrant,  we  were  going  to  esta- 
blish 18,000  tyrants,  and  to  make  their  esta- 
blishment in  some  measure  a part  of  our  con- 
atitution  : and  that  in  order  tn  be  free  of  a re- 
ligion which  we  Chink  a bad  one,  we  are  re- 
solved to  have  none  at  all : that  as  to  the  party 
which  the  Pretender  had  in  this  nation,  he 
could  not  believe  there  was  any  such  thing:  it 
wns  nothing  but  a mere  pretence,  and  the  mak- 
ing use  of  that  pretence  on  all  occasions,  really 
could  net  hut  make  him  recall  to  mind  that 
wicked  and  blasphemous  saying  of  Pope  Leo 
X.  who,  on  occasion  of  a procession's  passing 
by  while  he  was  at  an  elegant  eotertainmeut, 
said  to  his  cardiuals,  ‘ Quantum  profuit  nobis 

* fame  fabuln  Christi !’  He  concluded  with  these 
words : Let  us  do  as  our  forefathers  used  to  do, 

* Let  us  remove  the  wicked  from  before  the 
' kiug,  that  so  his  throne  niBy  be  established  in 

* righteousness.' 

Mr.  Pulteney  said,  That  he  could  not  but  be 
diverted  with  some  arguments  thnt  were  then, 
and  had  been  on  former  occasions  made  useof, 
for  keeping  up  a standing  army  in  time  of 
peace  : that  the  last  year  the  House  was  told, 
that  a Popish  Solicitor  was  a dangerous  man 
(o  the  government,  (see  p.  903),  and  now  ibat 
Popish  Solicitor  had  spawned  nut  seven  popish 
priests,  (see  p.  1185),  and  even  the  post-horses 
(see  p.  1185),  had  joined  in  lint  traitorous  con- 

In  answer  to  the  argument  brought  from  the 
reduction  of  the  Dutch  forces, 

Mr.  Pelham  declared,  That  the  reduction 
mentioned  was  not  then  agreed  to  by  the  States 
General : that  it  was  a great  question  whether 
it  would  or  no,  and  if  it  should,  it  was  unly  a 
reduction  of  the  last  augmentation,  whereas  the 
last  augmentation  hud  been  reduced  by  ua  long 
ago ; so  tliat  the  Dutch  were  noiv  only  going 
to  make  that  reduction,  winch  we  hnd  made 
upon  the  first  prospect  we  had  of  seeing  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe  established  : that  though 
the  reduction  proposed  in  Holland  should  be 
made  by  them,  vet  they  would  still  have  in 
pioportion  a much  greater  number  of  standing 
- forces,  than  what  was  now  proposed  to  be  kept 
up  in  this  kingdom. 

Sir  Rubirt  Walpole  added,  That  he  could 
•not  help  takiug  notice  of  an  observation  one 
gentleman  had'made,  as  to  the  people's  never 
carrying  their  resentment  to  any  pilch  a,  dust 
the  prince  upon  the  throne,  unless  the  prince, 
or  those  employed  by  him,  were  first  guilty  of 
unite  fault : that  thnt  member  was  p!  . sed  to 
admit  of  one  exception  to  this  role,  in  the  case 
of  kiug  Charles  I.  But  the  gentleman  tight 
to  have  admitted  of  another  exception,  and 
that  was  in  the  time  of  king  George  I.  That 
he  did  not  know  what  pitch  of  resentment  the 
gentleman  might  mean,  but  he  was  sure  there 
were  some  people,  who  curried  their  rcsent- 
-oieut  agi3i!at;’llitltlkii\g'ili)'ilk'  lagfi-jutih’,' : 


and  it  could  not  be  said  that  he  was  ever  guilty 
of  any  fault,  nor  that  those  employed  by  him 
bad,  then  at  least,  bccti  guilty  of  any  fault;  jet 
some  people  carried  tbeir  reser  intent  so  high 
that  they  appeared  in  arms,  in  order  to  del 
throne  him  ; that  he  thanked  God,  they  did 
uot  succeed  in  their  attempt : that  they  hap- 
pened to  be  defeated  by  the  small  number  of 
regular  forces  we  had  then  in  the  kingdom 
which  were  much  inferior  to  them  in  number- 
such  was  our  great  goad  luck  at  that  time ; but 
that  he  must  say,  that  those  gentlemen,  wbo 
desired  to  have  the  country  left  ns  void  of  de- 
fence as  it  was  at  that  time,  could  have  but 
little  regard  for  our  present  happy  constitution, 
or  for  the  security  of  the  illustrious  family  now 
upon  the  throne. 

Then  the  question  being  put  on  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Andrews,  it  wns  agreed  to  by 
239  against  171. 

Feb.  5.  The  above  Resolution  of  the  Com- 
niittec  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  there- 
upon Mr.  Watkin  Williams  Wynn  moved  for 
the  re-committing  of  that  Resolution  : which 
motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  William  Bromley, 
and  supported  by  sir  John  St.  Auhin,  Mr. 
Sandvs,  sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Mr.  William  Gwyn  I 
Vaughan,  Mr.  Heathcote,  and  Mr.  Wyndham.  , 
They  were  opposed  by  lord  Hervey,  lord  Mai-  i 
pas,  Mr.  Danvers,  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  sir  Philip  I 
Yorke  and  Colonel  Bladen.  In  this  debate, 

Mr.  Clutterbuck  having  said,  Thnt  he  won- 
dered to  see  gentlemen  so  jealous  of  encroach- 
ments upon  our  constitution,  at  a time  when  it 
was  in  its  greatest  vigour,  and  shone  forth  in 
its  purest  lustre ; 

Mr.  Wj/ndham,  in  answer  thereto,  gave  the 
House  an  historical  accountof  our  constitution,  1 
and  of  the  several  dangers  it  had  been  in,  and 
the  changes  it  had  gone  through ; and  from  1 
thence  he  shewed,  That  it  was  very  far  from 
being  now  in  its  greatest  vigour,  and  tliat  on 
the  contrary,  there  were  many  bad  customs 
bad  crept  hi  of  late,  which  were  of  dangerous  ' 
consequence  to  our  constitution ; and  might  | 
prove  to  be  the  cause  of  its  overthrow,  if  some 
effectual  remedy  wns  not  speedily  applied.  j 

Then  the  question  being  jut,  for  re-corn-  I 
milting  the  above-mentioned  Resolution,  itwss 
carried  in  ' the  negative,  by  207  against  143 ; 
alter  which  it  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Then 

The  Lord  Morpeth  stood  up,  and  represented 
die  bad  circumstances  of  the  nation,  by  reason 
of  the  great  debts  and  the  many  taxes  the  peo-  j 

pie  groaned  under,  and  therefore  moved,  “That 

an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
jesty,  to  desire  his  Majesty,  thnt  he  would  be 
graciously  pleased,  from  his  earnest  desire  to 
ease  his  people  of  every  charge  not  absolutely 
necessary,  and  his  regard  to  the  constitution  01 
this  kingdom,  tn  take  the  first  favourable  op- 
portunity of  making  a Reduction  of  those  forces, 
which  this  House  hath  voted  iu  purpnnnce  oi 
the  Rstnnate  laid  before  them  by  his  Majesty 

<>  ''llts  Totdsidjj'-wtosecCflileil  "by  Mr.  Saudyir 
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look  on  their  presenting  of  such  an  address  na 
any  way  disrespectful  to  him.  Some  member* 
having  taken  offence  at  these  expressions,  Mr. 
Sbippen  replied.  That  he  could  not  but  look  on 
himself  as  a very  unfortunate  man,  for  that  in 
' the  late  reign  he  had  incurred  the  displeasure 
] of  many  gentlemen,  and  had  undergone  a so- 
I vere  censure  of  that  House,  for  saying  that  it 
1 iv ns  one  of  the  greatest  misfortunes  of  bis  lata 
I Majesty’s  reign,  that  be  did  not  know  our 
language,  and  was  unacquainted  with  our  con- 
stitution : • and  that  now  be  had  disobliged 
several  others,  by  saying  that  his  present  Ma- 
jesty well  knows  the  circumstances  of  the  na- 
tion, and  is  acquainted  with  our  constitution  i 
but  that,  however,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
but  that  his  Majesty  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  both  ; and  that  therefore  he  would  look 
upon  such  an  Address,  ns  proceeding  from  that 
honest  care  and  concern,  which  every  member 
ought  to  have  for  those  who  sent  them  (hither, 
nod  not  as  proceeding  from  any  disrespect  to- 
wards him  : That  his  Majesty  could  not  lie 
displeased  therewith,  and  that  those  they  re- 

f resented  must  be  highly  pleased  to  see  the 
louse  so  watchful  of  all  opportunities  to  lessen 
their  charge,  and  to  recommend  their  ease  and 
advantage  tri  the  crown. 

But  the  question  being  put  on  the  lord  Mor- 

Etth’s  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
y 203  against  186. 

Mot  ion  for  raising  the  Supply  for  the  current 
Tear,  without  creating  a new  Debt  on  any  qf 
the  Funds.]  Feb.  7-  A motion  was  made, 
“ Thftt  this  House  will  raise  the  necessary  Sup- 
plies for  the  current  service  of  this  year,  with- 
out creating  any  new  debt  upon  any  fund 
whatsoever.” 

This  motion  occasioned  a -fresh  debate,  in 
which  the  speakers  against  it  demonstrated, 
that  it  could  not  be  carried  into  practice,  with- 
out hazarding  the  success  of  the  service  for  the 
current  year  : and,  that  iu  fact,  there  was  no 
difference  iu  the  two  maimers  of  raising  the 


sir  William  Wyndbatn,  Mr.  Pultmcy,  Mr. 
Shippen,  and  Mr.  Heathcote,  who  ’ urged, 
The  great  necessity  that  there  was  for  taking  all 
opportunities  to  reduce  the  public  expence ; 
that  thereby  some  of  those  tRxes  might  be  taken 
off,  which  at  present  lay  so  heavy  on  our  trade 
and  our  manufactures,  that  most  pf  our  neigh- 
bours were  enabled  to  undersell  us  iu  foreign 
markets  : That  the  keeping  up  of  a standing- 
army  in  time  of  peace,  without  any  absolute 
necessity  for  so  doing,  was  altogether  incon- 
sistent with  the  liberties  of  this  nation  : That 
though  there  might  be  at  present  an  absolute 
necessity  for  keeping  up  the  number  of  forces 
agreed  to  by  that  House,  yet  that  that  neces- 
sity might  cease  in  a few  months,  perhaps  in  a 
few-  weeks  ; and  if  so,  it  would  then  become 
Becessary  both  for  the  ease  of  the  nation,  and 
for  the  preservation  of  the  constitution,  to  dis- 
band some  of  tliern  : That  though  tlie.king  was 
always  to  be  presumed  to  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  of  the  nation, 
and  always  inclined  to  do  that  which  might 
most  contribute  to  the  public  welfare ; yet-  it 
had  always  been  the  custom  of  thnt  House,  and 
was  their  duty,  to  address  the  kiug  upon 
matters  of  very  great  consequence ; in  order  to 
recommend  to  his  Majesty  those  measures 
which  they  thonght  would  conduce  most  to 
the  happiness  and  sefety  of  tb*  nation. 

But  this  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
lord  Hervey,  Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  and  sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  who  alledged,  Thnt  the  pre- 
senting of  such  an  Address  was  in  some  mea- 
sure inconsistent  with  the  Resolution  they  had 
then  agreed  to ; That  it  was  resolving  thnt  the 
number  of  forces  for  the  year  1733  should  be 
so  many  ; and  addressing  that  they  should  not 
be  so  many  : That  these  two  Resolutions,  fol- 
lowing one  another  upon  their  Journals,  would 
appear  to  be  very  extraordinary  : That  besides, 
the  presenting  of  such  an  Address  would  be  dis- 
respectful to  his  Majesty,  in  so  far  na  it  would 
be  a snrt  of  insinuation  tliut  liis  Majesty  might 
neglect  taking  the  first  opportunity  of  reducing 
the  army,  and  thereby  lessening  the  public 
charge;  and  as  they  never  yet  lmd  the  least 
occasion  to  suspect  any  such  thing,  it  would  he 
now  unjust  to  harbour  any  such  suspicion  : 
that  in  many  cases  it  might  be  the  custom,  it 
might  lie  the  duly  of  that  House,  to  address  the 
throne  on  particular  emergencies  ; hut  in  a 
case  that  regarded  his  Majesty  and  his  admi- 
nistration in  such  a general  manjter,  as  the 
case  in  hand  did,  it  would  he  most  disrespect- 
ful : That  they  might  us  well  address  his  Ma- 
jesty to  govern  according  to  law,  or  not  to  en- 
croach upon  the  constitution  ; mid  an  Ad- 
dress in  sucli  terms  would,  they  believed,  be 
allowed  to  be  shewing  a very  high  disrespect  to 
the  King  upon  the  throne. 

Mr.  Shi/>i*n  on  the  other  hand,  iusisted. 
That  liis  Majesty  knew  how  much  the  nation 
was  loaded  with  debts  ami  taxes,  and  how  in- 
consistent ic  was  witr>  our  constitution  to  kc-cp 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Spanish  De- 
predations.] Feb.  13.  The  affair  of  the  Spanish 
Depredations  having  given  great  ui 
the  whole  nation, 


Sir,  The  many  and  great  losses  our  mer- 
chants have  sustained  by  the  depredations  com- 
mitted on  them  by  the  Spaniards,  are  I bc-lieve, 
well  known  to  every  gentleman  in  this  House  ; 
and  it  is  iiknitc  known,  that  by  the  second  se- 
| purate  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  all  those 
I affairs  were  to  have  been  settled  ami  adjusted 
: in  the  space  of  three  years;  these  three  year* 
! are  now  expired,  hot  I do  not  find  lliul  any 
body  knows  how  any  of  those  aflitirs  have  bees 
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settled  and  adjusted,  at  least  I cannot  hear  of 
any  one  of  our  morcliants  who  has  met  with  any 

As  the  time  is  now  expired,  I hope  our 
merchunts  have  already  giu,  or  are  very  soon 
to  receive  a sufficient  reparation  fur  all  their 
sufferings  ; tins  1 hope  for,  and  1 should  he 
extremely  glad  to  have.my  hopes  confirmed  ; it 
is  mi  affair  on  which  the  happiness  of  mauy 
private  men  depends,  and  is  of  so  much  con- 
sequence both  to  the  honour  and  trade  of  this 
nation,  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  ns,  as  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  to  inquire  into  it;  and 
therefore  I slmll  move,  “ That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  direction,  that 
there  may  he  'aid  before  this  House,  copies  of 
the  Reports  made  by  his  Majesty's  commissa- 
ries in  Spain,  together  with  oil  letters  and 
papers  relating  thereto ; and  what  satisfaction 
Las  been  made  to  the  subjects  of  Great-Britain, 
for  the  losses  they  sustained  by  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  Spaniards  in  "Europe,  or  in  the 
Indies,  pursuant  to  the  second  separate  Article 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  union,  friendship,  and 
mutual  defence,  between  the  crowns  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  concluded  at  Se- 
ville on  the  9th  of  November,  1720.” 

This  Motion  being  seconded, 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  stood  up  and  spoke  as 
follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

Such  an  Address  as  has  been  moved  for, 
may,  if  gentlemeu  insist  on  it,  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  but  I can  now  assure  you,  that 
there  is  as  yet  nothing  that  his  Majesty  can  lay 
before  you ; for  though  by  the  treaty  of  Seville 
the  commissaries  of  the  two  nations  were  to 
settle  all  the  affairs  referred  to  them  by  that 
treaty,  within  the  space  of  three  years  from  the 
date  thereof,  yet  by  rcasoa  of  several  unfore- 
seen accidents,  they  never  could  meet  so  as  to 
enter  upon,  or  do  any  business  till  the  mouth 
of  February  last : since  that  time  they  have 
been  proceeding  upon  the  affairs  referred  to 
them  ; but  as  yet  there  is  nothing  brought  to 
that  maturity,  or  formed  into  such  a shape,  ns 
to  he  proper  to  be  laid  before  this  House. " The 
delays  they  at  first  met  with  made  it  necessary 
to  prolong’  the  time  for  settling  and  adjusting 
those  matters,  nnd  therefore  it  has  been  agreed 
between  the  two  nntions,  that  the  three  years 
shall  be  computed  from  that  day  in  February 
last,  on  which  the  commissaries  first  met ; and 
by  tlint  time  it  is  to  be  Imped  that  all  those  af- 
fairs will  be  settled  in  such  a manner,  as  will 

five  full  satisfaction  to  every  member  of  this 
louse,  and  full  reparation  to  every  one  of  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who  hp  met  with  a 
real  injury  from  the  Spaniards.— To  this 
Mr.  Pulteney  replied, 

Sir ; There  is  a term  made  use  of  in  the  Ex- 
chequer, called  nitiiil,  which  term  has  been 
sometimes  made  use  of  by  the  gentleman  w ho 
spoke  iaatp^tl.h(vs  q/}eft  hce«  igiyeniurasim-. 
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swer  to  this  House,  when  accaunts  of  the  pro. 
duce  of  some  certain  branches  of  the  revenue 
have  been  called  for.  Now,  as  to  the  present 
affair,  it  may  be  that  there  has  not  as  yet  been 
any  thing  done,  or  at  least  not  brnuglit  to  ma- 
turity, and  formed  into  such  a shape,  as  to  be 
proper  to  be  laid  before  this  House : this,  J 
say,  may  bo  the  ca»c,  though  I must  say  it  is  a 
little  surprizing,  that  iu  so  long  a time  there 
should  lmve  been  nothing  done  ; however,  sup- 
posing tlmt  it  is  the  case,  yet  his  Majesty  may 
give  us  this  Exchequer  term  for  answer;  |,e 
may  tclJ  ns  that  there  has  not  as  yet  been  any 
thing  done  : it  is  from  his  Majesty  only,  that 
this  House  can  properly  have  an  answer ; even 
such  an  answer  we  aro  not  to  take  from  any 
member  of  tliis  House,  or  from  any  subject 
whatsoever.  Autl  as  the  presenting  of  such  an 
Address  to  his  Majesty,  will  shew  our  consti- 
tuents that  we  are  careful  of  the  affairs  of  the 
notion,  and  have  u concern  for  the  merchants, 
who  have  been  so  great  sufferers  by  the  depre- 
dations committed  by  the  Spaniards;  therefore 
f am  for  agreeing  with  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pulteney  was  hacked  by 

Sir  Thomas  Aston,  ns  follows : 

Sir ; if  in  all  this  time  there  has  been  nothing 
done  by  those'  commissaries,  1 am  muck  afraid 
thut  this  affair  muy  be  spun  out  to  a very  gteat 
length.  I do  not  know  but  that  it  may  last  as 
loug  as  tlie  gentlemen  who  are  employed  as  our 
commissaries  may  live ; for  as  they  have  there- 
by a good  salary  from,  and  all  their  charges 
borne  by  their  country,  they  may  not  perhaps 
be  too  hasty  in  concluding  the  affairs  referred 
to  them,  aud  thereby  putting  an  end  to  the  be- 
neficial post  they  enjoy ; and  on  the  other  hand 
it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  the  Spaniards  will 
make  use  of  all  the  excuses  they  can  inveut,  for 
delaying  their  making  that  reparation,  wltich 
injustice  they  ought  to  do,  and  which  we  are 
engaged  in  honour  to  insist  on.  It  is  therefore 
our  duty,  as  members  of  this  House,  to  desire 
from  time  to  time  to  know  what  is  doing  in  an 
affair,  in  which  both  the  interest  and  the  ho- 
nour of  the  nation  is  so  much  concerned,  iu 
order  to  prevent  all  unnecessary  delays,  and  to 
satisfy  the  world  tlmt  this  nation  does  not  tamely 
put  up  such  injuries. 

Mr.  Conduit  * replied  to  sir  Thomas  Astoij.; 

Sir ; I find  there  is  a verv  great  mistake  iu 

prejudice  to  the  worthy  gentfemen  our  commis- 
saries in  Spain : I must  do  them  the  justice  to 
declare,  that  to  my  knowledge  they  very  much 
despise  the  salaries  they  have  from  the  public, 
and  are  pushing  as  much  as  possible  the  accom- 
modation of  all  the  affairs  referred  to  them,  in 
order  that  they  may  return  home- to  look  alter 
their  private  affairs.  I am  very  sure  tlmt  there 
is  not  one  of  those  gentlemen,  who,  for  the  sake 
of  the  salary  would  have  gone  out  of  the  king- 
dom, or  who  would  stay  one  month  in  Spain, 
or  any  where,  for  the  sake  of  enjoying  so  trilling 


- south 
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• benefit.  It  was  the  hopes  only  of  being  ser- 
viceable to  their  country,  that  prevailed  on  any 
of  them  to  go  tbither,  and  they  arc  doing  as 
much  as  lies  in  their  power  to  render  their  ser- 
vice as  beneficial  as  possible  to  their  country ; 
the  sooner  that  affair  is  brought  to  a conclu- 
sion, the  more  beneficial  wdl  their  service  cer- 
tainly be.  This  I know  to  be  the  case  as  to  the 
gentlemen  that  are  employed,  but  if  it  were 
otherwise,  his  Majesty  could  certainly  take 
care,  that  no  unnecessary  delays  should  be  al- 
lowed in  an  afiiur  of  such  consequence,  and 
certainly  will  lay  before  this  House  an  account 
of  all  the  proceedings  in  that  afiiur  as  soon  as 
it  can  be  conveniently  done ; and  therefore  1 
must  be  of  opinion,  that  there  is  no  occasion 
for  our  presenting  any  such  Address  as  has  been 
moved  for. 

Mr.  Pulteney  answered, 

Sir;  We  may  always  depend  on  it,  that 
his  Majesty  will  take  ail  possible  care  of  this, 
as  well  as  of  every  other  nfiiiir  that  regards  the 
honour  or  the  happiness  nf  the  nation;  but  in 
all  affairs  his  Majesty  must  employ  others  under 
him,  he  must  necessarily  employ  ministers  nod 
other  inferior  agents,  to  transact  and  munnge 
the  public  affairs  of  the  nutiun ; and  as  they 
may  he  dilatory  or  negligent,  therefore  it  is  ;he 
duly,  and  lias  always  been  the  practice  of  this 
House,  to  enquire  into  the  management  of  af- 
fairs of  great  consequence.  In  the  present 
case  I am  for  the  Address  proposed,  because 
it  will  be  a spur  to  the  ministers,  to  procure  as 
speedy  and  as  ample  a satisfaction  to  our  injured 
merchants,  as  they  can  possibly  get.  Our  hav- 
ing taken  notice,  in  the  last  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, of  the  Spanish  depredations,  procured,  I 
believe,  those  commissions  and  instruction?, 
which  were  Inst  summer  sent  to  his  Majesty’s 
ships  of  war  in  the  West  Indies:  that,  I be- 
lieve, was  the  chief  cause  of  sending  some  of 
our  ships  to  the  Spanish  coast  to  demand  satis- 
faction for  English  merchant  ships,  which  they 
had  violently  token,  and  unjustly  confiscated. 
One  of  these  captains  did  accordingly,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  instructions  he  had  received,  send 
his  boat  with  his  lieutenant  and  some  of  his 
sailors  on  shore,  to  demand  the  satisfaction  pro- 
posed : but  the  Spaniards  were  so  far  from 
complying  with  so  just  a demand,  that  they 
added  a new  affront,  by  making  the  lieutenant 
and  the  men  prisoners;  whereupon  he  like  a 
brave,  honest,  downright  English  captain,  did 
what  he  ought  to  do,  he  seized  the  first  Spanish 
ship  lie  could  meet  with;  but  I have  been  since 
informed,  that  this  Spanish  ship  has  beeu  re- 
stored, though  the  English  ship  has  neither 
been  restored,  nor  have  the  owners  met  with 
any  Satisfaction  for  the  damage  and  loss  they 
have  sustained.  How  this  came  about,  how  we 
came  to  restore  this  ship  to  them,  before  they 
had  agreed  to  release  our  ship,  is  more  than  I 
know,  or  can  comprehend ; for  as  they  had 
done  the  first  injury,  they  ought,  in  iny  opinion, 
to  have  been  obliged  to  have  made  the  first  re- 
paration. As  tseiui : ge'sritoste-cliftt  -»«•  enF' 


ployed  09  our  commissaries  in  Spain,  I do  not 
know  whether  they  despise  their  salaries  or  not,, 
but  I am  sure,  if  they  continue  as  long  hi  Spain 
a*  one  gentleman  seems  apprehensive  they 
inay,  it  will  verify  what  I lia»e  said  in  this 
House  iu  relation  to  those  affairs,  that  it  would 
have  keen  better  for  the  nation,  uml  more  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  sufferers,  io  bitvi  given 
up  tbc  affair  ac  first,  ami  to  have  given  the  sum 
of  money,  which  sn-’h  commission  might  have 
cost  the  public,  to  he  divided  .imoug  our  mer- 
chants, who  had  I 'teen  robbed  and  plundered 
by  the  Spaniards;  for  even  as  it  Is,  I am  afraid 
i hat  if  the  charges  width  that  commission  has 
already,  and  will  stand  the  public  in,  were  to 
be  deducted  from  the  .urn,  which  we  may  re- 
cover from  the  Spaniards  by  way  of  reparation, 
there  will  very  little  remain  to  be  divided 
among  the  sufferers. 

Sir  Hubert  Walpole  observed,  That  wherever 
that  honourable  gentleman  got  his  informa- 
tion, in  relation  to  the  restituuou  of  the  Spanish 
ship  he  made  mention  of,  to  his  knowledge  it 
was  erroneous,  for  ihnt  at  the  same  time  orders 
were  sent  from  hence  for  releasing  the  Spanish 
ship,  orders  were  in  like  manner  sent  from  the 
court  of  Spain,  for  releasing  and  restoring  the 
English  ship  and  cargo,  which  they  had  before 
taken ; and  (but  her  not  being  restored  was  no 
neglect  either  at  this  or  the  Spanish  court,  but 
owing  to  (he  excuses  and  delays  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty's  governors  in  the  West  Indies ; who, 
notwithstanding  express  orders  from  their  court 
for  delivering  up  the  ship  and  cargo,  had  found 
some  new  pretences  for  delaying  it. 

Mr.  P turner  replied,  That  if  the  case  was,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  was 
pleased  to  assure  them,  he  could  tint  hut  wdh 
plensure  observe,  that  if  ever  a war  should  bap- 
peu  between  Spain  and  ns,  we  most  certainly 
get  the  better  of  them  ; for  that  oar  governors 
and  officers  in  the  West  Indies  are,  it  seemed, 
most  punctual  and  exact  in  observing  and 
obeying  the  orders  nnd  instructions  received 
from  hence,  even  though  they  may  be  perhaps 
nut  much  to  their  own  private  liking  ; whereas 
on  the  other  hand  it  appeared,  that  his  Catho- 
lic majesty's  governors  and  officers  in  those 
parts  had  but  little  regard  to  the  express  orders 
they  received  from  him ; that  King,  it  seemed, 
having  no  authority  over  his  own  officers  ; nnd 
consequently  in  case  of  n war  between  os,  we 
should  have  a very  considerable  advantage  over 
that  nation. 

At  last,  the  question  being  put  on  sir  Wil- 
frid Lawson’s  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  without 
any  division  ; and  the  Address  was  accordingly 
presented. 

Feb.  16.  Sir  Conyers  D'Arcey*  reported  his 
Majesty's  Answer-  to  the  said  Address,  viz. 

“ That  although  by  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  the 
commissaries  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  nnd 
Spain  were  to  meet  within  four  months  after 
the  exchnnge  of  the  ratification  of  that  Treaty, 
and  their  commissions  to  continue  for  three 
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years  from  the  date  of  die  said  Treaty ; and 
although  his  Majesty’s  commissaries  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  2nd  of  April  1730,  yet  by  seve- 
ral unforeseen  accidents,  the  meeting  of  the 
commissaries  in  Spain  was  so  long  delayed, 
that  the  first  conferences  were  not  opened  till 
the  33rd  of  February  1732,  N.  S.  Anti  that  ns 
so  much  lime  was  elapsed  before  the  opening 
iif  their  commissions,  it  has  been  since  agreed 
between  the  two  crowns,  that  the  three  years 
for  finishing  the  commission  of  the  said 
Commissaries,  shall  be  computed  from  their 
first  meeting  on  the  23rd  of  Feb.  Inst;  which 
makes  it  impracticable  for  his  Majesty  to  give 
the  proper  orders,  for  laying  a perfect  account 
before  this  House,  of  what  is  desired  in  their 
Address." 

The  Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Trade  of 
the  Sugar  Colonies.']  Feb.  21.  The  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  consider  of  the  state  of  the  Trnde  of 
bis  Majesty's  Sugar-colonies  in  America;  and 
Mr.  \Vinninj>ton  moved  a Resolution,  “ That 
no  Sugar,  Paneels,  Syrups,  or  Molasses,  nor 
any  Rum  or  Spirits,  except  of  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  his  Majesty's  Sugar-colonies  in 
America,  should  be  imported  into  Ireland,  but 
from  Great  Britain  only.”  This  motion  was 

r .Carey*  who  said,  That  lie  would  with  all 
his  heart  join  in  any  proper  measures,  that 
eould  be  proposed,  for  encouraging  uur  Sugar- 
Colonies,  but  he  could  not  agree  to  the  altering 
the  laws  as  they  then  stood,  with  respect  to  the 
importation  into  Ireland : that  the  allowing 
of  rum  to  be  imported  directly  into  Ireland 
from  any  of  our  colonies  iu  the  AVest-Indids, 
was  with  design  to  discourage  as  much  as  pos- 
' sible  the  consumption  of  French  brandies  in 
that  kingdom  ; which  design  would  be  entirely 
overthrown  by  the  resolution  proposed,  if  any 
new  law  should  now  he  made  in  pursuance 
thereof;  for  if  it  should  be  made  necessary  to 
bring  rum  to,  and  enter  it  in  England,  before 
it  could  be  carried  to  Ireland,  it  would  very 
much  enhance  the  price  of  fhat  commodity,  by 
which  the  consumption  thereof  would  be  dis- 
couraged and  diminished,  and  the  consumption 
of  French  brandies  would  consequently  be  in- 
creased : That  he  thought  it  was  unreasonable 
to  lay  such  a restriction  on  the  trade  to  Ire- 
land, because  that  kingdom  was  a part  of  our 
own  dominions,  and  contributed  very  conside- 
rably to  the  riches  and  power  of  England : 
That  besides,  if  a law  should  he  made  in  the 
terms  of  the  resolution  proposed,  it  would  pro- 
bably embroil  us  with  some  of  our  neighbours  : 
That  he  did  not  know  but  the  French  would 
look  upon  it  as  a breach  of  that  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  it  was  stipulated, 
that  the  trade  between  France  and  us  should 
remain  on  the  same  footing  it  was  on  at  that 
time : That  the  Portuguese  would  certainly 
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look  on  it  ua  a breach  of  the  treaties  of  peac# 
mid  commerce  subsisting  between  us  and  them 
because,  by  such  n law  the  importation  of  Pon 
tugnl  sugars  directly  into  Ireland  would  he  ex- 
pressly prohibited.  He  was  answered  by 
Mr.  Scrtpc  *,  who  said  in  support  of  the  mo- 
tion, That  as  to  the  enhancing  of  the  price  df 
rum  in  Ireland,  and  thereby  discouraging  d,* 
consumption  thereof  in  that  kingdom,  (her, 
was  no  such  consequence  eould  ensue  from  tin 
resolution  proposed,  or  from  nny  law  th,t 
could  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  because 
there  might  still  be  as  much  rum,  as  was  r«k 
quitite  for  the  consumption  in  that  kingdom 
imported  directly1  thither  from  our  own  sugar- 
cofuiiies  in  America ; wbut  was  proposed  by 
the  resolution  moved  for,  wrfs  only  to  prohibit 
the  direct  importation  of  nny  of  the  commodi- 
ties mentioned  therein,  frem  any  of  the  other 
colonies  in  America,  and  we  had  very  good  I 
reason  for  making  such  a prohibition,  because 
it  appeared  that  what  was  imported  directly  | 
into  Ireland  from  the  other  colonies,  was  ge-  ! 
nerally  the  produce  of  the  foreign  sugar-colo- 
nies in  that  part  of  the  world,  whereby  the 
trade  of  those  colonies  was  very  much  encou- 
raged  and  improved,  to  the  ruin  of  our  own 
sugar-colonies  iu  America : That  though  we  1 
were  lo  look  upon  Ireland  as  a part  of  our  own  . 
dominions,  yet  we  ought  not  to  allow  them  to  j 
encroach  upon  any  branch  of  the  liade  of  Eng-  I 
land  : Itvvns  very  well  known  that  they  were  I 
always  endeavouring  to  encroach  upon  our  I 
trade ; and  if  we  did  not  take  care  to  keep  that 
country  under  the  yoke,  they  might  in  time  | 
grow  so  rich  as  to  he  able  to  throw  it  off,  which  I 
they  would  perhaps-  willingly  do,  if  ever  it  I 
should  happen  to  be  in  their  power : That  as  j 
to  Portugal,  some  words  might  be  put  in,  or  ) 
some  proviso  added,  tor  obviating  any  excep- 
tion that  might  be  taken  by  them. 

Mr.  DoUdington  said,  Tlmt  lie  was  sorry  to  I 
differ  from  his  honourable  friend  that  sat  by 
him,  hut  that  be  bad  always  looked  On  pro-  I 
hibitions  in  trade  os  of  dangerous  consequence, 
and  that  therefore  no  prohibitions  ought  ever  to  1 
be  laid  on  it,  but  such  os  are  in  their  own  na- 
ture absolutely  necessary : That  we  had  no 
reason  to  be  jealous  of  Ireland,  or  to  lay  them  I 
undfer  any  restraints  and  prohibitions ; that  ' 
country  had  always  appeared  loyal  and  zealous  I 
for  his  Majesty,  and  for  the  present  royal  fa-  J 
mily ; they  had  generally  behaved  as  good  sub- 
jects, at  least  for  many  years  last  past ; and  lie  I 
believed  the  best  way  to  keep  them  so,  was  to  ’ 
give  them  all  proper  encouragement,  and  to  j 
shun  as  much  as  possible  the  laying  them  under 
any  particular  restraints  or  disadvantages ; That  j 
he  looked  on  that  kingdom  in  a different  light  | 

* “ Mr.  Scrope  was  theu  Secretary  to  the  | 
Treasury,  and  was  perhaps  the  coolest,  the 
most  experienced,  faithful,  mid  sagacious  friend 
the  minister  had.  He  was  greatly  trusted  in  J 
all  matters  of  the  revenue,  and  seldom  or  never  . 
spoke  but  to  facts,  and  when  he  was  clear  w 
btaifamt^n  i^nd^piaitisatfcnl.nit  ■ * 
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from  what  some  oilier  gentlemen  seemed  to 
view  it  it^;  the  people  thereof  lie  always  con- 
tidcrcd  as  a part  of  oarselves,  and  lie  hoped 
they,  or  at  the  least  the  most  of  them,  never 
did,  nor  ever  would  look  upon  themselves  as 
being  under  tiny  yoke,  but  that  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  laws  of  their  native  Country. 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  observed  next,  That 
as  to  what  was  proposed  by  the  regulation 
moved  for,  he  could  perceive  nothing  therein 
contrary  to  the  treaties  of  peace  and  com- 
merce snbsisting  with  foreign  powers;  it  was 
a regulation  of  trade  only  within  our  own  do- 
minions, and  had  no  relation  to  that  of  our 
neighbours  ; That  if  we  were  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  any  one  of  their  commodities  into 
any  partofthe  British  dominions,  they  might  per- 
haps have  reason  to  take  it  amiss  s they  might 
ray,  that  such  a prohibition  was  an  infringe- 
tnent  of  some  of  the  stipulations  subsisting 
between  us;  but  wimt  ms  now  proposed, 
*.a»  not  n general  prohibition,  it  was  only 
. the  appointing  of  such  particular  places  within 
our  own  dominions  for  the  importation  of  snob 
commodities,  and  prohibiting  the  importing  of 
them  at  some  other  plncos : That  ns  tliio  regarded 
only  our  trade  among  ourselves,  tin  foreign  power 
could  take  any  just  exceptions  thereto ; but 
however,  since  there  was  no  design  of.  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  French  spirits,  or  Por- 
tugal sugars,  directly  iu’to  Ireland,  therefore  be 
would  propose  an  Amendment,  and  that  the 
Resolutions  should  be  in  the  terms  following, 
"That  no  sugar,  pan  eels,  syrups,  or  molasses, 
of  the  growth,  product,  or  manufacture  of  any 
of  the  colonies  or  plantations  iu  America  ; uor 
any  mm  or  spirits  of  America,  except  of  the 
growth  or  manufacture  of  his  Majesty's  sugar- 
colonies  there,  be  imported  into  Irelund,  but 
from  Great  Britain  only.” 

Tiie  Resolution  being  thus  amended,  it  wns 
agreed  to  without  any  division  ; and  then  Mr. 
Winoiugton  stood  up  again,  nnd  moved, 
“ That  a duty  of  4r.  per  hundred  weight, 
sterling  money,  be  laid  on  all  foreign  sugars 
and  paneels,  imported  into  any  of  his  Majesty's 
colonies  or  plantations  in  America."  Hus  was 
agreed  to  without  any  opposition. 

Then  colcucl  Bladen  made  the  two  following 
motions,  viz.  1.  “ That  n duty  of  (id.  per  gtd- 
Jpn,  sterling  money,  jie  laid  on  all  foreign  mo- 
lasses nod  syrups  imported  into  am  of  his 
Majesty’s  colouies  or  plantations  in  America  : 
And  S.  Hint  a duty  of  9d.  per  gallon,  sterling 
money,  be  laid  on  all  foreign  rum  imported  into 
any  of  his  Mujc-s'y's  colouies  or  plantations  in 
America."  Hereupon, 

Sir  John  Barnard,  in  opposition  thereto,  said, 
“ That  as  the  u nde  then  stood  between  our 
northern  colonies  and  the  French  sugar  islands, 
it  appeared,  that  our  colonies  bought  molasses 
of  them  at  a very  low  price,  and  distilled  them 
into  rum,  by  which  they  provided  themselves  at 
a small  charge  with  the  rnm  that  was  necessary 
for  them  ip  their  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  in 
their  fishing  trade  ; they  had.  it  was  true,  most 
of  the*  matsrlatr&V  tdm'Trqjam'- 


French ; hut  then  the  manufacture  wns  all  their 
own,  and  thereby » great  many  of  our  sub- 
jects iu  that  part  of  the  world  were  em- 
ployed and  maintained  : That  by  laying  sueb 
an  high  duly  on  French  molasses,  we  sliuuld  lay 
them  under  a necessity  of  manufacturing  it 
themselves ; so  that  onr  subjects  would  lose  till 
thnt  employment,  anil  instead  of  buying  mo- 
lasses in  their  natural  dress  from  the  French, 
as  they  did  formerly,  they  would  be  obliged  to 
purchase  the. same  molasses  manufactured  into 
rum,  whereby  the  French  sugar  islands  would 
take  of  them  ct  least  three  times  the  money 
tiny  took  formerly  > That  ns  molasses  was  a 
bulky  commodity,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  rau 
them  into  any  of  our  northern  colonies,  so  that 
the  French  would  be  laid  under  an  absolutely 
necessity  of  manufacturing  them  into  rum,  and 
when  manufactured  hita  rum,  it  would  be  easy 
to  carry  that  rum,  and  sell  it  in  a smuggling 
way  to  our  fishing  vessels  ut  sea,  and  even  th 
run  it  into  every  one  of  our  colouies  on  the 
continent  of  America:  That  the  sea-coasts  bo- 
longing  to  us  in  that  part  of  die  world  were  of 
such  a vast  extent,  and  so  many  little  harbours 
and  creeks  to  he  every  where  met  with,  the  roads 
so  little  frequented,  and  the  towns  so  open,  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  prevent  the  running 
of  French  rum  ou  shore,  or  die  conveying  it 
from  ouo  town  to  another  after  it  is  landed. 
No,  not  even  if  we  should  seud  thither  the 
whole  army  of  Excise  officers  which  we  have 
here  at  home  ; die  sending  them  thither,  might 
indeed,  add  a good  deal  to  our  happiness  in 
this  country,  but  idl  uf  them  together  could  be 
of  uo  service  for  sucl;  » purpose  in  that  country : 
That  as  to  die  laying  a duty  both  on  foreign 
rum  ami  molasses,  lie  would  not  he  altogether 
against  ir,  hut  then  it  ought  to  be  only  n small 
duty,  for  the  sake  of  giving  nn  advantage  to 
our  own  sugar  colonies  in  that  respect,  not 
such  an  high  duty  as  was  ip  a manner  equal  to 
a prohibition ; for  that  was  really  granting  a 
monopoly  to  our  sugar  islands,  with  respect 
to  a commodity  that  is  absolutely  necessary  fqr 
our  northern  colonics,  both  in  their  fishing 
trade  and  in  dreir  trade  with  the  native  Indians; 
and  as  the  French  were  our  rivals  likewise  in 
both  those  trades,  we  were  nbout  giving  diem  a 
certain  advantage  as  to  these  trariqj.  and  that 
without  doing  them  any  harm  as  to  their  sugar- 
trade  ; for  if  they  sold  sugar  and  rum  chopper 
than  our  colonies  did,  they  would  have  vend 
enough  for  all  they  could  make ; they  would 
have  a stolen  market  for  it  in  the  British  d<i- 
minions,  and  an  open  market  iu  all  other  parts 
of  the  world. 

Colonel  Bladen  answered,  .That  he  had  often 
heard  our  army  of  excise-officers  sjt  in  a very 
terrible  light,  and  represented  as  of  the  most 
dangerous  consequence  to  the  liberues  of  (1)6 
nation,  but  now  he  heard  it  urged  that  this 
whole  army  would  not  be  able  to  reduce  our 
northern -colonies;  and  he  was  sure,  if  they 
were  not,  there  was  no  fear  of  their  being  able 
to  reduce  this  nation  : hut  without  sending  any 
ttrWifBJ'Sal  would 
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be  no  such  thing  ns  smuggling  in  that  part  of 
the  world  ; it  was  to  prevent  such  a pernicious 
practice,  that  he  proposed  only  laying  n dnty 
on  foreign  rum  ; he  did  not  propose  a prohibi- 
tion, and  the  duty  he  bad  proposed  was  no 
higher,  than  what  was  absolutely  neccssury  for 
putting  our  own  sugar-islands  on  an  equal  foot 
with  the  French. 

Sir  John  Barnard  replied,  That  he  had  said, 
that  our  whole  army  of  excisemen  would  not 
be  able  to  prevent  the  running  of  French  rum 
in  that  country ; he  did  not  talk  of  reducing 
tlie  country,  he  had  not  so  much  us  mentioned 
the  word,  but  he  believed  it  would  be  much 
easier  to  reduce  the  country,  than  to  prevent 
the  running  of  French  rum  in  it,  in  case  what 
was  then  proposed  should  take  effect:  that  if 
the  gentleman  really  meant  to  prevent  running, 
he  was  very  unfortunate  in  what  he  had  pro- 
posed, for  he  had  proposed  the  only  method 
that  could  he  thought  on,  for  setting  up  and 
encouraging  the  smuggling-trade;  which  was 
that  of  laying  on  a high  duty,  equal  to,  if  uot 
above,  the  first  price  of  the  commodity  upon 
which  it  was  laid.  Then  the  question  being 
put,  tlie  three  foregoing  motions  were  severally 
agreed  to  without  any  division. 

After  this,  the  two  following  Motions  were 
agreed  to  without  any  opposition,  1.  “ That 
all  the  Duties  charged  on  the  importation  of 
all  sugars  and  paneels  of  the  growth,  product 
and  manufacture  of  his  Majesty’s  Colonies  and 
Plantations  in  America,  into  Great  Britain,  be 
drawn  back  on  exportation  of  the  same.” 
1.  “ That  a drawback  or  allowance  of  2s.  per 
hundred  weight  on  all  sugars,  refined  in  and  ex- 
ported from  Great  Britain,  he  paid  on  the  ex- 
portation thereof,  over  and  above  all  draw- 
backs or  bounties  now  payable  thereon.”  This 
last  resolution  was  seconded  by 

Sir  John  Barnard,  who  said,  That  lie  would  j 
agree  to  that  as  well  as  the  other  resolution  with 
all  his  heart,  for  that  the  two  last  were  the  only  I 
resolutions  they  had  come  to,  which,  in  his  opr-  I 
nion,  would  be  of  any  real  use  to  our  sugar- 
colonies:  and  particularly  the  last  resolution  | 
he  was  glad  to  see  moved,  became  he  hoped  it  j 
would  make  them  think  of  some  other  things  | 
relating  to  our  trade,  which  stood  in  need  of  j 
some  such  redress  from  Parliament : that  there 
were  several  foreign  materials  imported  into 
this  kingdom,  liable  to  duties  on  importation, 
which  duties  were  drawn  back,  if  the  materials 
were  again  exported  in  the  same  shape ; but  if  | 
manufactured  and  made  more  valuable  by  the  I 
labour  of  our  own  people,  neither  the  merchant  ' 
nor  the  manufacturer  could  draw  back  the  du- 1 
ties,  even  though  they  should  afterwards  export  | 
the  same,  and  could  shew  that  this  mnnufac-  | 
tore  was  made  of  materials  that  had  paid  a 
doty  on  importation;  and  would  have  lisd  a ] 
drawback  on  exportation,  if  they  had  been  ! 
carried  out  rough  as  they  were  brought  in : ' 
that  this  was  a scandalous  oversight  when  these 
duties  were  first  imposed,  but  it  was  much 
more  scandalous  that  in  so  long  a time  this 
overiiglaftioi^evi’t'ibes.u'aivit'iidiiliiJtlinvtliEre' 


were  several  examples  of  this  oversight  could 
be  given,  but  lie  would  then  only  mention  the 
duties  on  foreign  hemp,  flax,  cordage,  &c. 
which  were  drawn  back  if  the  goods  should  be 
exported  in  ihe  same  condition' they  were  im- 

Ked : but  if  these  very  gouds  should,  by  the 
ur  and  industry  of  our  own  people,  be 
manufactured  into  cables,  ropes,  and  other 
tackle  for  shipping,  and  then  exported,  the  ex- 
porter could  not  have  any  drawback  : that  Ibis 
was  a great  lass  to  that  branch  of  oor  trade 
which  was  a very  considerable  branch,  but 
would  he  much  more  considerable  if  it  were 
hoi  for  this  hardship  it  laboured  under. 

These  Resolutions  being  all  agreed  to,  a<*ill 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  pursuant  thereto, 
which  afterwards  passed  into  a law. 

The  Pension-Bill  passes  the  Commons , and  is 
again  lost  in  the  House  of  lords.]  The  same 
day,  the  Pension  Bill  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed  ; and  Mr.  Sandys  was  ordered  to 
carry  it  up  to  the  Lords,  where  it  met  with  die 
same  fate  as.  in  the  two  last  sessions. 

Debate  on  Sir  R.  Walpole’s  Motion  for  is- 
suing  500,000 /.  out  if  the  Sinking-Fund,  for 
the  service  of  the . year  1733.]  Feb.  23.  The 
Bouse  resolv'd  itself  into  a Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  consider  farther  of  ways  and 
means  for  raising  the  supply ; the  Accuunt  of 
the  money  then  remaining  in  the  Exchequer, 
mid  of  the  produce  of  the  Sinking-Fund  dis- 
posable by  Parliament,  having  with  others  been 
referred  to  the  said  Committee, 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  stood  up,  and  spoke  as 
follows ; 

Sir; 

In  the  last  session  of  parliament,  this  House 
came  to  a Resolution,  ifchich,  in  my  opinion, 
was  a good  and  most  reasonable  resolution; 
and  that  was  to  ease  the  landed  interest  of  one 
shilling  in  the  pound  upon  the  Land-tax,  by 
granting  in  lieu  thereof,  a duty  on  Salt  for  three 
years.  By  this  the  landed  interest,  which  has 
for  so  many  years  borne  so  great  a share  of  the 
public  expcnce,  has  in  this  last  year  found  a 
most  sensible  ease;  and  if  any  method  can  b« 
fallen  on  for  continuing  this  ease  to  them,  such 
method  ought  certainly  to  be  followed.  As 
I had,  last  session  of  parliament,  ihe  honour  of 
moving  for  that  Resolution,  the  approbation  I 
then  met  with  encourages  me  now  to  offer  to 
our  consideration  another  motion,  * which  I 
ope  will  be  equally  agreeable,  and  that  is,  that 
it  may  be  resolved,’  “ That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
“ this  Committee,  that  towards  raising  the 
“ Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  there.be  issued 

* “ The  sixth  session  of  the  third  Septennial 
parliament,  which  opened  on  the  17th  ol  Ja- 
nuary 1733,  is  distinguished  by  two  measures 
of  sir  Robert  Walpole  ; of  which  the  first,  to 
take  half  a million  from  the  Sinking  Fond, 
though  contrary  to  the  national  interest,  was 
carried  by  a large  majority ; and  the  second, 
which  was  the  Excise  Scheme,  though  evt' 
sdeiitlyptcedfculatediiTiji,i  'tti«|'{ldiv«ntnge  of  >hr 
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“ nnd  applied  the  sum  of  500,000 /.  out  ol 
“ such  monies  ns  have  arisen  (Vom  the  Snr- 
“ plusscs,  Excesses,  or  overplus  money,  com- 
“ monly  called  the  Sinking-Fund,  over  and 
“ above  whnt  hath  been  applied  to  tho  pay- 
“ inent  of  one  million,  towards  discharging  the 
“ national  debt,  puisuant  to  tin  act  of  the  last 
" session  of  parliament. " This  motion,  T 
hope,  will  meet  with  the  approbntiou  of  this 
House ; for  it  has  always  been  my  opinion;  and 
I believe  it  will  be  granted  by  every  man,  that 
the  public  ex  pence  oughtalwaysto  be  raised  ac 
cording  to  that  method,  which  is  the  least  bur 
tbensomc  to  the  people:  by  this  method  w> 
sluJl  provide  for  a great  part  of  thu  currcn 
•CTvice  of  the  year,  without  laying  any  burthen 
whatever  on  the  people,  and  without  doing  in- 


country, met  with  such  violent  opposition,  i 
induced  the  minister  to  relinquish  it. 


ing  the  surplusses  of  duties  and  revenues  to  the 
liquidation  of  the  Nationnl  Debt,  cnlled  in  sub- 
aequent  acts  the  sinking  Fund,  the  words  to 
appropriate  them  to  tiint  purpose  were 
strong  as  could  be  found,  ‘ to  and  for  n 
• other  use,  intent,  nr  purpose  whatsoever.’ 

“ During  the  whole  reign  of  George  the 
First  it  was  invariably  appropriated  to  its  ori- 
ginal purposes,  and  rather  than  encroach  upon 
it,  money  was  borrowed  upon  new  taxes, 
when  the  supplies  in  general  might  have  been 
raised,  by  dedicating  the  surplusses  of  the  old 
taxes  to  the  current  services  of  the  year. 
Even  in  the  infnncy  of  the  establishment, 
when  its  operations  were  necessarily  very  con- 
fined, great  advantages  were  derived  even 
from  this  small  surplus;  the  national  interest 
was  immediately  reduced  from  6 to  5perceut.; 
750,000/.  in  old  exchequer  bills  were  paid  off 
in  1719:  and  it  appeared,  by  die  report  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  from  1717  to  1728, 
it  had  discharged  8,098,410/.  and  dint  its 
average  amount  ,vns  1,200,000/. 

“ It  no  sooner  attained  this  progressive 
Cower,  than  its  operations  were  suspended. 
Between  1727  and  1733,  several  encroach- 
ments were  made,  either  by  alienating  the 
taxes  which  yielded  the  surplusses,  or  by  charg- 
ing the  interest  of  several  loans  upon  die  sur- 
plusses appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the' 
debt.  Out  although  this  measure  wns  in  effect 
the  same  as  depriving  it  of  gross  suras  (there 
being  no  difference  between  taking  the  annual 
interest  of  a sum,  mid  that  sum  itself)  yet  as 
these  encroachments  were  not  literally  direct 
invasions  of  the  fund,  they  seem  to  have  met 
with  little  opposition. 

“ However,  in  1733  an  open  attack  was 
made.  Hall'  a million  being  voted  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  ensuing  year,  die  minister  proposed 
to  take  that  aum  from  the  Sinking  Fund,  acd 
by  that  means  to  continue  the  Land  tax  at  one 
■billing in  the  pound;  adding,  that  if  this  mo- 
tion should  be  objected  to,  he  should  move  for 
* Land  Tax  o f 1 1 wo- jL' l&igJ in the  pia.id,  di«rs  f 
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justice  to  any  man,  os  to  any.  set  of  men : 
The  case  of  the  creditors  of  tho  public  is  now 
very  much  altered  from  whnt  it  was;  the  com- 
petition among  them  is  not  now  which  of  them 
sliull  he  first  paid,  but  which  of  them  shall  bo 
the  lust  to  be  paid ; and  dierefore  gentlemen 
need  not  now  apprehend,  that  any  of  the  pub- 
lic creditors  will  look  upon  the  House's  agree- 
ing to  this  modon  as  an  injusticedohe  them,  or 
as  any  hardship  put  upon  diem  ; oil  the  con- 
trary, they  will  look  upon  it  as  a favour,  and 
would  be  glad  thnt  a much  larger  part  of  that 
fund  were  to  be  applied  in  the  same  mnuner. 
This  modon  ought  the  rather  to  be  agreed  to, 
more  especially  by  those  w ho  have  a regard  for 
the  lunded-interesi,  because  we  can  thereby 
continue  to  the  landed-gentlemen  tliut  ease 
which  we  granted  diem  last  year ; whereas  if 


being  uu  other  means  of  providing  for  die  cur- 
rent expenccs. 

“ This  motion  jusdy  occasioned  a long  and 
violent  debate,  and  the  strength  of  the  argu- 
ment undoubtedly  lay  on  the  side  of  opposi- 
tion. The  whole  substance  of  die  reasons, 
which  die  minister  could  urge  in  defence  of 
this  violadon  of  bis  own  principles,  was  the 
necessity  of  giving  ense  to  the  landed  interest, 
and  the  dread  of  the  public  creditors  to  have 
dieir  debts  discharged.  On  this  occasion  he 
advanced  this  remarkable  position,  that  the 
situation  of  the  country,  and  the  case  of  the 
public  creditors  was  altered  so  much  since  the 
establishment  of  die  Sinking  Fund,  thnt  the 
competition  among  diem  was  not  who  should 
be  the  first,  but  who  should  he  die  last  to  be 
paid,  an  assertion,  which  none  of  die  opposition 
veutureil  to  contradict,  mid  therefore  may  be 
considered  as  true.  He  also  added,  that  al- 
though the  Sinking  Fund  was  established  for 
the  payment  of  the  debts,  yet  it  was  still  sub- 
ject to  the  disposal  of  parliament;  and  when- 
ever it  appeared,  that  it  coold  be  more  properly 
and  beneficially  applied  to  some  other  use,  die 
legislature  bad  a power,  and  ought  to  dispose 
of  it  in  that  maimer. 

“ On  the  other  side,  the  opposition  argued, 
that  the  sacred  deposit  for  discharging  the 
debts  and  abolishing  the  taxes,  ought  tint  to 
be  applied  to  tiny  use,  except  in  cases  of  er- 
treme  necessity,  which  were  not  now  apparent; 
diat  die  assenting  to  the  modon  was  in  fact 
robbing  posterity  of  500,000 /.  and  die  progres- 
sive interest  of  that  sum,  for  a trifling  ease  to 
themselves.  They  reminded  him  of  his  incon- 
sistency. in  deal  roving  his  owu  darling  project, 
and  undermining  ihe  boasted  monument  of  his 
own  glory;  and  sir  John  Barnard  emphati- 
cally urged,  ‘ tbnt  the  author  of  such  an  ex- 
pedient must  expect  the  curses  of  posterity.' 

“ These  arguments,  however,  did  not  affect 
the  decision  of  .the  House  if  Commons.  The 
ifluencc  of  the  minister,  aided  by  the  co-ope- 
idon  of  the  landed,  monied,  and  popular  in- 
ures ts,  triumphed  over  opposition;  and  the 
motion  was  carried  by  a majority  of  119 
viijci*.  ;i  245'a'“aJin5t>'i3F//  ‘ GdseV  'Walpola. 
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this  motion  shall  appear  not  to  be  agreeable 
to  the  Committee,  then  I,  or  some  other  mem- 
ber of  this  Douse,  must  move  for  u Land-Tax 
of  two  shillings  in  the  pound,  there  not  being, 
so  for  os  I know,  any  other  way  or  means  loft 
of  providing  for  the  current  service  of  the 
year." 

Mr.  William  Pulleney  hereupon  made  the 
following  speech : 

Sir; 

Though  I was  aware  of  the  motion  now  made 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  sitting  near  me,* 
yet  I was  in  hopes  that  what  he  has  now  moved 
for,  was  not  all  he  was  to  open  this  day  to  the 
Committee  we  are  now  in ; and  therefore  I 
shall  conclude  with  a motion  of  a different  kind 
from  what  the  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to 
make  to  us.  But,  Sir,  there  is  another  thing, 
• very  terrible  affair  impending  ! A monstrous 
project ! Yea,  more  monstrous  than  1ms  ever 
ct  been  represented  1 It  is  such  a project,  as 
as  struck  terror  into  the  minds  of  most  gentle- 
men within  this  House,  and  into  the  minds  of 
all  men  without  doors,  who  have  any  regard  to 
the  happiness  or  the  constitution  of  their  coun- 
try, I mean,  Sir,  that  monster,  the  Excise!  That 
plan  of  arbitrary  power,  which  is  expected  to 
be  laid  before  this  Douse  in  the  present  sessions 
of  parliament.  This,  I say,  is  expected,  and 
therefore  I am  for  having  the  whole  of  that  gen- 
tleman's designs  laid  before  this  Committee  at 
once,  nnd  a sufficient  time  given  for  us  to  con- 
sider the  whole,  before  we  come  to  a resolution 
on  any  part. 

Of  late  yenrs  gentlemen  have  been  led,  I do 
not  know  how,  into  a new  method  of  proceed- 
ing in  parliament,  a method  very  different  from 
what  our  ancestors  did  always  observe.  In 
former  limes,  the  general  or  particular  griev- 
ances were  first  examined,  considered,  and  re- 
dressed in  parliament,  before  they  entered  upon 
the  granting  of  any  supplies;  but  lately  we 
have  been  led  into  a method  of  granting  all  the 
money  necessary  for  the  public  service,  among 
the  first  things  we  do.  The  malt-tax  bill,  the 
land-tax  bill,  and  such  bills,  are  now  in  every 
acssion  the  first  tilings  that  appear  upon  the 
Journals  of  this  House ; and  when  these  things 
are  finished,  the  gentlemen  in  the  administration 
generally  look  on  the  whole  business  of  the  ses- 
sion to  be  over.  If  this  House  should  then 
enter  upon  any  disagreeable  inquiries  into  griev- 
ances, we  might  then  perhaps  lie  told,  that  the 
season  was  too  forspent;  that  it  was  necessary 
for  genilemen  to  return  home  to  mind  their  pri- 
vate affairs ; we  might  probably  be  obliged  to 
defer  to  another  session,  what  the  welfare  of 
this  nation  required  to  be  determined  in  the 
present.  I hope  gentlemen  will  consider  this, 
and  that  they  will  again  begiu  to  follow  the  wise 
method  observed  by  our1  ancestors,  and  keep 
some  security  in  our  own  hands  for  our  sitting, 
till  we  have  heard  and  redressed  all  the  griev- 
ances of  our  fellow-subjects.  There  areseveral 


* Mr.  Pulleney  always,  though  in  opposition, 
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things  which  we  ought  to  examine  into,  before 
this  session  shall  be  concluded.  Does  not  ever* 
gentleman  know  ? Does  not  every  gtmfoman 
expect  that  there  is  an  application  to  be  made 
to  us  from  the  South-Sea  Company  ? That 
Compnny  has  now  made  choice  of  a set  of 
honest  proprietors  to  be  the  directors  of  tbeir 
affairs;  they  are  enquiring  into  the  state  of 
that  Company’s  affairs,  and  they  must  inquire 
into  the  management  of  their  affairs  for  sotne 
time  past : In  both  these  they  will  stand  in 
need  of  a parliamentary  relief,  and  in  both  it 
ought  to  be  granted  them. 

The  honourable  gentleman  addresses  himself 
in  a very  particular  manner  to  the  landed  in. 
terest;  I hope  every  gentleman  in  this  HoaU 
has  a regard  for  the  landed  interest ; but  I hop* 
the  landed  gentlemen  of  this  House  are  not  to 
he  bullied  into  any  ministerial  jobs,  by  telling 
them,  that  if  they  do  not  agree  to  such  a mo- 
lioj),  a land  tax  of  two  shillings  in  the  pound 
must  he  moved  for.  I hope.  Sir,  the  landed 
gentlemen  will  never  be  iucluced  to  consent  to 
any  thing  that  may  undo  the  nation,  and  over- 
turn the  constitution  for  so  small  a bribe,  so 
trifling  u consideration,  as  that  of  being  flea 
from  the  payment  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound 
land-tax,  and  for  one  year  only.  The  landed 
gentlemen  of  tbis  nation  have  often  ventured 
tbeir  all  in  their  country's  cause;  and  it  is  an 
indignity  offered  to  them,  to  imagine,  that  pay- 
ing or  not  paying  such  a trifle  as  one  shilling  in 
the  pound  land-tax,  will  be  of  any  weight  with 
them,  when  it  comes  in  competition  with  ilia 
welfare  and  happiness  of  their  country. 

The  Sinking-Fund,  that  sacred  deposit  for  ex- 
tinguishing the  debts  and  abolishing  the  taxes, 
which  lie  so  heavy  on  the  trade  and  the  people 
of  this  nation,  ought  never  to  be  touched  ; no 
consideration  whatever  ought  to  prevail  with  us 
to  convert  that  fund  to  any  use,  hut  that  for 
which  it  was  originally  designed.  It  hasof  late 
bepn  too  often  robbed ; I beg  pardon,  sir,  rob- 
bing is  a harsh  word,  I will  not  sny  robbed ; but 
I must  say,  that  upon  several  occasions  there 
have  been  considerable  sums  snipped  away 
from  it : upon  the  demise  of  his  late  Majesty,  a 
large  sum  was  taken  from  the  Sinking-Fund, 
and  applied  to  the  civil  list : by  the  taking  off 
the  salt-duty,  another  large  yearly  sum  was 
taken  away  from  that  fund ; and  the  people 
are  uow  again  charged  with  that  duty,  hut  no 
restitution  has  been  made  to  the  sinking-fund. 
Thus,  Sir,  there  has  been  alrendy  a very  large 
sum  taken  from  it  ot  several  times,  and  now  H 
is  proposed  to  snip  off  it  500,000/.  at  once.  At 
this  rate,  the  people  of  this  nation  must  for  ever 
groan  under  the  load  of  taxes  they  arc  now  sub- 
ject to  ; and  our  trade,  as  long  ns  we  have  any 
left,  must  Inbour  under  the  difficulties  nnd  dis- 
couragements it  is  now  exposed  to.  Is  tin 
consistent  with  the  welfare  or  happiness  of  the 
nation  ? Is  this  the  method  by  which  the  landed 
genilemen  are  10  be  eased  of  one  shilling  in  l'ie 
pound  lund-tnx? 

The  honourable  gentleman  hns  been  ealled> 
l.«|l  bimself,  the 
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father  of  the  sinking-fund;  but  if  Solomon's 
jodgment  was  right,  he  who  is  thus  for  splitting 
and  dividing  the  child  can  never  be  deemed  to 
I be  the  true  father.  He  may  claim,  and  I shall 
I allow  him  the  honour  of  being  the  lather  of  two 
other  children  lately  brought  forth  in  this  na- 
j tion,  a Standing-army,  aud  an  Excise  ; hut  as 
for  the  Sinking-Fund,  beseems  now  to  renounce 
I nil  pretences  of  being  the  father  thereof.  I 
| shall  not  now  enter  farther  -into  the  merits  of 
i the  motion  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
i been  pleased  to  make,  because  I hope  a proper 
| time  will  be  allowed  for  gentlemen  to  consider 
of  a question  of  so  great  consequence;  and 
therefore  I shall  conclude  with  a motion  fur  the 
chairman  to  leave  the  chair.  Hereupon 
1 Sir  Robert  Walpole  stood  up  again,  and  made 
the  following  reply : 

Sir ; As  for  the  gentleman’s  saying,  that  1 
had  once  the  vanity  of  calling  myself  the  father 
of  the  Sinking-Fund,  1 must  sny,  that  whether 
1 was  vain  of  being  thought  so  or  no,  I remem- 
i ber  a time  when  the  establishing  that  fund  was 
r treated  as  a monstrous  project,  and  then  1 was 
| obliged  to  lather  it ; but  no  sooner  was  it  found 
out  to  be  a good  and  a right  thing,  and  n pro- 
I ject  that  was  both  feasible  and  agreeable  to  the 
interest  of  this  nation,  but  other  gentlemen  en- 
I deavoured  to  rob  the  real  father,  whoever  he 
I was,  of  the  glory  of  being  the  father  of  that 
k child.  As  for  the  other  monstrous  project  so 
much  talked  of,  which  some  gcutlemen  now 
endeavour  or  shew  in  so  terrible  a light,  I 
' doubt  not  but  that  in  a little  time  it  will  appear 
j in  a quite  different  shape  to  the  impartial  and 
unprejudiced  part  of  the  nation  : Let  it  be 
what  it  will,  I am  resolved  to  propose  it ; and 
I if  I have  but  b very  little  time,  I shall  lay  it 
I before  ybu  for  your  consideration  : I have  no 
doubt,  but  that  upon  a thorough  examination, 

I it  will  be  found  to  be  for  the  general  interest  of 

II  the  nation,  and  for  the  advantage  of  every  fair 
| trader  in  particular ; and  this  1 am  so  much 
L convinced  of,  that  I believe  1 may  live  in  have 
1 it  told  me,  that  I was  not  the  father  of  it,  but 
| that  other  people  had  thought  of  it  before  me. 

I I never  as  yet  was  inclined  to  do  that  which  I 
i thought  was  ill ; 7 am  afraid  of  doing  so  ; but 

I never  shall  ba> afraid  of  doiug  well;  I never 
I shall  be  al'raid  of  doing  good,  either  to  my 
C country.  Or  to  private  men,  so  far  as  is  con- 
’ sistent  with  the  interest  of  my  country.  As  fur 
k the  sums  which  have  been  taken  from  the  sink- 
I ingfund,  and  added  to  the  civil  list,  they  were 
not  taken  from  it  by  me,  they  were  taken  from 
it  by  the  authority  of  this  House ; I was  only 
one  of  those  who  consented  to  it ; and  parti- 
cularly as  to  the  sum  which  was  taken  from  the 
sinking  fund  upon  the  demise  of  the.  late  king, 
and  given  to  the  civil  list,  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  sits  near  me,  ugreed  to  it  as  well 
as  I did  ; both  of  us  did  agree  to  it,  hut  our 
motives  for  agreeing  were  perhaps  very  dif- 
ferent. 

The  sinking  fund  was  established  for  the 
1 payment  of  the  debts  of  the  nation,  but  still  it 
was  l*ft  subjb'W'l»1to®spoMr^fr'^aiTiameffi'i,1' 
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if  upon  any  occasion  it  shall  appear  that  a part 
of  it  may  be  more  properly  applied  to  some 
other  use,  the  legislature  has  ceruiuly  a power 
to  apply- it  in  that  manner,  which  they  shall 
judge  to  be  most  for  the  public  good,  and  fur  the 
interest  of  the  nation  i n general.  Thu  is  the 
proper  question  now  under  our  consideration  : 
we  are  now  to  determine,  whether  the  sum  of 
500,000/.  shall  be  applied  this  year  towards  the 
ease  of  the  landed  interest,  « here  it  is  very 
much  warned,  where  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  give  some  relief ; or  if  the  whole  shall  he  this 
year  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic crcduois,  who  stand  in  no  need  of  such 
payment,  who  do  not  so  much  as  wish  or  de- 
sire it.  This  is  the  plain  slate  of  the  question  ; 
aud  I could  hardly  have  expected  that  tide 
would  have  stood  a debate. 

Sir  John  Barnard  spoke  next. 

Sir,  As  to  the  project,  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  the  floor  seems  to  be  afraid  of 
being  robbed  of  the  glory  of,  I believe  he  may 
be  very  easy  in  that  respect ; fur  whatever  lie 
hns  met  with  in  other  cases,  he  need  not  be 
under  any  apprehensions  as  to  ibis ; for  my 
part,  I am  so  far  from  believing  that,  when 
it  appears  in  public,  it  will  procure  either  ho- 
nour or  glory  to  the  first  projector,  whoever  he 
be,  that  I am  firmly  convinced  it  will  turn  out 
to  his  eternal  slinme  and  dishonour  ; and  that 
the  more  the  project  is  examined,  and  the  con- 
sequences thereof  considered,  the  more  the  pro- 
jector will  be  bated  aud  despised. 

But  as  to  the  question  now  before  us,  it  nffords 
me  a most  melancholy  consideration  ; 1 own  that 
the  landed  interest,  ns  well  as  every  oilier  in- 
terest stands  very  much  in  need  of  relief ; 1 allow 
that,  by  what  the  gentleman  now  proposes, 
the  landed  interest  may  meet  with  some  im- 
mediate ease  ; and  I will  likewise  easily  graut, 
that  it  may,  iu  our  present  circumstances,  bo 
agreeable  to  the  creditors  of  the  public  ; hut 
while  I have  the  honour  to  he  a member  of  this 
House,  I am  not  to  consider  the  immediate 
ease  of  the  landed  interest  in  particular,  nor 
the  present  pleasure  of  the  public  creditors  ; I 
am  lo  consider  tlie  welfare  of  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral, both  as  to  the  present  and  as  to  future 
times  ; and  as  I am  convinced  that  what  is  now 
proposed  will,  in  the  long  run,  he  contrary  to 
the  interest  of  the  nation  in  general,  1 therefore 
must  give  my  dissent  thereto. 

In  all  affairs  which  come  before  this  House, 
we  are  to  have  a due  regard  to  posterity  ; we 
are  in  honour  and  in  duty  bound  to  consider 
the  future  happiness  of  the  nation,  os  well  aa 
the  present ; and  the  question  now  before  us  is, 
whether  we  shall  give  a present  cose  to  the 
landed-interest  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  land 
tax,  by  unjustly  loading  our  posterity  with  the 
payment  of  500,000/.  and  the  interest  thereof 
from  ibis  present  year  ? Or,  whether  we  shall 
continue  to  pay  the  one  shilling  in  the  pound 
land  tnx,  and  (hereby  free  the  natidn  of  a debt 
of  500.000/.  and  ourselves  aud  our  posterity  of 
tfaetfwewar  '^OOOK^iS^'biiiS  be  yearly 
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Incurred  by  ibis  nation,  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  upon  that  debt,  till  tiie  principal  sum 
be  satisfied  and  paid.  This  is  the  question  be- 
fore us,  and  every  man  who  has  n regard  to 
pojfenty  or  to  the  future  happiness  of  bis  na- 
tive country,  must  easily  deccitnine  what  side 
he  is  to  take  : this  is  the  light  it  ought  to  be 
considered  in ; and  whoever  considers  it  in  this 
light,  must  conclude,  that  wliac  is  proposed  is 
robbing  our  posterity  of  500,0001.  and  the 
growing  interest  thereof,  fur  the  sake  of  a trilling 
present  ease  to  ourselves.  If  the  landed-inte- 
rest, or  any  interest,  could  be  relieved  by  re- 
ducing the  public  expence,  it  would  redound 
to  the  glory  of  him  who  had  the  honour  of  be- 
ing the  author  thereof ; but  to  ease  ourselves 
by  loading  our  posterity,  is  a poor  temporary 
expedient  of  short-sighted  or  sell-interested  po- 
liticians; and  the  author  of  such  an  expedient 
must  expect  the  curses  of  posterity,  and  can 
never  expect  present  thanks  from  any,  but  such 
as  are  as  short-sighted  or  as  self-interested  as 
himself. 

I hope  I shall  not  now  be  taxed  with  affect- 
ing popularity,  or  with  speaking  provincially, 
or  as  a member  for  tbe  city  of  Loudon,  as  I 
lrnve  uften  been  upon  other  occasions ; for  as 
to  the  present  question,  I consider  it  entirely  in 
a national  view.  As  a member  of  this  House, 
I shall  always  look  upon  myself  as  one  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
and  I hope  every  gentleman,  who  has  the  ho- 
nour of  being  a member  of  this  House,  will  al- 
ways do  the  same.  I hope  it  will  never  he  in 
the’  power  of  any  man,  to  make  the  landed-in- 
terest range  themselves  in  opposition  to  the 
trading  interest  of  this  nation  ; but  if  .ever  such 
a wicked  design  should  take  effect,  if  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  should  ever  be  brought  to 
talk  and  to  vote  provincially,  or  as  members 
for  cities  or  boroughs,  or  members  for  comities; 
if  the  former  were  to  join  together  against  the 
latter,  it  is  easy  to  determine  an  which  side  the 
majority  would  be.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  made  the  motion,  now  seems  to  aim 
at  the  affectation  of  popularity  among  the 
' landed  gentlembn  of  this  kingdom ; tins  I am 
really  surprised  at,  considering  how  often  he 
has  taxed  me,  and  other  members  of  this  House, 
with  the  affectation  of  popularity,  as  a most 
heinous  crime. 

The  creditors  of  the  public  are,  perhaps,  at 

E resent  unwilling  to  be  paid  off,  because  they 
ave  a greater  interest  for  their  money  from 
the  public,  than  they  can  have  any  where  else; 
this  is  one  reason,  but  not  the  principal  reason 
for  it ; for  the  chief  reason  is,  the  method  and 
maimer  of  paying  them.  If  a considerable 
part  of  their  debts  were  to  be  paid  at  once, 
and  a reasonable  notice  given  to  them  of  such 
payments  being  to  be  made,  they  could  then 
make  such  an  arrangement  of  their-nJFairs,  as 
to  dispose  of  their  money  to  as  good  an  advan- 
tage for  themselves,  and  much  more  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  trade  of  this  nation  : but  in  the 
present  method  of  paying  them,  the  payments 


are  so  smail,  and  the  warning  so  short,  that 
many  of  them  do  not  well  know  how  to  dispose 
of  the  small  sums. they  receive,  and  therefore 
they  are  unwilling  to  receive  uny  in  that  man- 
ner : however,  let  their  inclinations  be  how 
they  please,  it  is  certainly  the  interest  of  the 
nation  to.  have  them  all  paid  off,  the  sooner  it 
is  done,  the  happier  it  will  be  for  the  nation ; 
and  therefore  no  part  of  what  is  appropriated 
to  their  payment  ought  to  be  converted  to  any 
other  use:  their  unwillingness  to  receive  pay. 
ment,  is  so  far  from  being  an  argument  against 
paying  them,  that  on  the  contrary  it  shews  that 
they  have  n better  bargain  from  the  public, 
than  they  can  in  the  same  way  have  from  any 
other  person  ; and  therefore  if  it  w ere  possible 
to  borrow  money  at  a lower  interest,  if  it  were 
possible  to  add  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  public 
ought  certainly  to  do  it,  in  order  to  pay  off  those 
who  are  now  creditors  of  the  public  at  so  high 
a yearly  interest. 

I hope  it  will  be  thought  that  I am  sincere  in 
what  I say,  since  I am  in  every  respect  talking 
against  my  own  private  interest ; I have  a part 
of  my  estate  in  laud,  otherwise  I could  not  have 
a seat  in  this  House ; and  as  a landholder,  I 
ought,  if  I considered  iny  own  private  interest, 
to  be  for  the  reducing  of  the  land  tax.  1 have 
another  part  of  my  estate  in  the  public  funds; 
and  consequently  I ought  to  be  as  fond  as  other 
men  of  not  being  paid  off,  and  of  having  as 
high  an  interest  as  I can  possibly  get  from  the 
public  ; and  the  remaining  part  of  my  estate  I 
have  in  trade,  as  to  which  also  I speak  against 
my  own  interest ; for  as  a trader  1 ought  to  be 
against  the  paying  off  of  the  public  funds,  be- 
cause the  interest  of  money  will  be  thereby 
reduced.  Though  it  may  seam  a paradox, 
yet  it  is  certain,  that  the  higher  the  iuterest  of 
money  is  in  any  country,  the  greater- profit  the 
private  trader  will  always  make ; for  in  a coun- 
try where  the  interest  of  money  is  high,  the 
traders  will  he  but  few,  the  geueral  slock  in 
trade  will  be  but  small,  but  every  man,  who  is 
a trader,  must  make  a great  profit  of  what 
money  lie  has  in  trade. 

Mr.  Danvers,  member  for  Bramber,  stood 
up  in  behalf  of  the  motion  made  by  sir  .Robert 
Walpole,  and  said,  That  he  was  so  far  from 
seeing  the  least  inconvenience  in  what  that  ho- 
nourable member  had  proposed  ; that  consi- 
dering how  little  occasion  there  was' for  paying 
off  any  of  the  public  debts,  be  was  surprised  at 
his  modesty  in  asking  so  little  from  the  Sinking 
Fund  ; that  had  he  asked  the  whole,  it  would 
have  been  but  reasonable  to  have  given  it, 
since  it  is  for  the  support  of  a government, 
under  which  we  enjoy  so  many  blessings : that 
the  landed  gentlemen  bore  the  greatest  share 
of  the  late  war,  by  which  all  tlu.se  funds  were 
created,  out  of  which  the  plumb-men  of  the 
city  of  London  have  made  most  of  their  es- 
tates : that  the  lauded  interest  having  thus  la- 
boured long  under  the  greatest  distress,  they 
ought  to  embrace  every  opportunity  to  give  it 
some  relief. 
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Sir  William.  Wyndham  * spoke  against  the 
motion  : 

Sir, 

Though  I hare  the  honour  to  sit  in  this 


• “ Sir  William  Wyndham  was  then  in  the 
vigour  of  lib  intellects,  and  a rery  extraordi- 
nary man  he  was.  When  very  yomig,  he  gave 
hut  lew  indications  of  the  great  character  to 
which  he  afterwards  arrived  in  speaking;  and 
it  is  not  too  bold  to  say,  that  since  the  days  of 
Charles  I.  no  man  in  that  House,  at  that  time, 
had  equalled  him  in  eloquence.  He  lind  al- 
ways great  meaning  in  what  he  spoke,  hut  as 
he  was  always  very  full  of  argument,  lie  some- 
times launched  so  far  into  digression,  that  he 
has  been  kunwu  to  ask  pardon  of  the  House, 
and  fairly  to  own,  that  he  had  forgot  tiio  point 
to  which"  he  was  speaking.  He  then  sat  down, 
and  so  great  was  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
that  upon  recollecting  himself,  he  was  heard 
with  pleasure  when  he  rose  up  again,  and  re- 
sumed his  subject.  When  be  spoke  coolly,  he 
was  ungraceful ; for,  with  all  the  eloquence  of 
Demosthenes,  lie  had  some  of  lib  imperfections, 
articularly  that  of  a stammering  in  his  speech ; 
at  when  he  bad  got  the  better  of  his  natural 
phlegm,  by  being  a little  heated  in  the  argu- 
ment, he  exerted  wonderful  powers  of  elo- 
quence. 

“ As  to  his  political  character,  he  has  been 
greatly  misrepresented,  (juecn  Anne  inte- 
rested herself  in  hb  education  ; and  when  he 
was  very  young,  he-undouhtedly  fell  iulo  com- 
any,  and  imbibed  principles,  very  unfavoura- 
le  to  the  present  establishment.  Reading  and 
reflection,  however,  rectified  his  judgment,  and 
indeed  his  heart ; for  though  he  could  never 
get  the  better  of  his  personal  prejudice  against 
the  minister,  yet  it  is  certain  st  else  time  we 
are  now  i rearing  of,  he  had  as  great  a contempt 
for  jacobitbm.  and  was  as  truly  constitutional 
in  his  principles,  as  any  subject  the  King  had. 
It  is  to  he'  Inoienicd,  that  on  account  of  hb 
former  engagements,  the  ministry  had  con- 
ceived equal  prejudice  against  him  ; so  that 
hb  great  talents,  his  experience,  and  thorough' 
knowledge  of  the  constitution,  were  of  more 
use  to  the  opposition,  than  they  were  of  sendee 
to  his  country.”  Tiudal. 

“ Sir  W illiam  Wyndham  was  descended  from 
an  ancient  family  of  that  name,  which  seems  to 
have  taken  its  surname  from  Wymondham,  or 
Wynilliam  in  Norfolk,  and  which  afterwards 
settled  at  Felbrigge  in  the  same  county.  By 
the  marriage  of  sir  John  Wyndham  in  the  reigii 
of  Eduard  me  sixth,  with  the  daughter  of  John 
Sydenham  of  Orchard,  the  elder  line  was  esta- 
blished at  Orchurd, hence  called  Orchard  Wynd- 
ham, in  the  county  of  Somerset.  Sir  William 
Wyndham,  the  person  under  consideration,  was 
lineally  descended  from  this  line.  He  was  born 
ju  loiid,  and  on  the  death  of  bis  father  sir  Ed- 
ward,  succeeded  to  the  title  of  baronet,  to  a 
very  considerable  estate,  and  to  tlie  distinction 
and  influence  width  his  family  Imd  possessed  in 
the  western  counties  oSiEisghui'J;  lie  jncraaseii" 
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House  os  a knight  of  a shire,  yet  I look  on  my- 
self os  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  people  of  England ; and  therefore 
I shall  never  endeavour  to  find  out  a distinc- 


his  consequence  by  espousing  in  1708,  lady 
Catherine  Seymour,  second  daughterof Charles, 
duke  of  Somerset.  Boro  of  a tory  family,  and 
imbued  from  his  early  infancy  with  notions  of 
divine  and  indefeasible  right,  he  was  adverse  to 
the  interruption  of  the  lineal  descent,  and  uni- 
formly opposed  the  establishment  of  the  succes- 
sion in  the  house  of  Brunswick.  In  the  reign 
of  queen  Anne,  he  was  brought  forwards  into 
public  employment  at  a very  early  age  by  his 
friend  Bolingbroke,  with  whom  be  lived  in  habits 
of  the  strictest  intimacy,  and  by  whose  brilliant 
talent*  bo  was  seduced  Into  similar  excesses  of 
pleasure  and  gallantry.  Under  the  administra- 
tion of  Harley,  he  was  made  successively  master 
of  the  buck  huuuds,  secretary  at  war,  and  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer.  Ills  principles  in  fa- 
vour of  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts  were  so 
well  known,  tliut  on  the  accession  of  George 
the  first,  he  had  no  official  employment,  and  tn 
1715,  be  was  imprisoned  in  the  Tower,  until  the 
conclusion  of  the  rebellion.  In  July  1716,  be 
was  released  under  the  bail  of  the  duke*  of 
Somerset  und  Richmond,  the  earlsof  Rochester 
and  Thomond,  und  lord  Gower.  He  died  in 
1740;  hb  son,  s.r  Charles  Wyndham,  oo  the 
death  of  the  duke  of  Somerset,  succeeded  to 
the  title  of  earl  of  Egromoni.”  Coxe’s  Walpole. 

“ Another  person  who  ncted  a very  conside- 
rable part  in  this  opposition  to  Walpole,  was  sir 
William  Wyndham,  as  a leader  of  the  lories, 
such  of  them,  at  least,  who  were  not  averse 
to  come  with  their  party,  into  power  and  offices 
under  the  present  royal  family.  In  the  latter 
part  of  queen  Anne's  reign,  he  had  been  secre- 
tary at  war  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
though  a very  young  man,  raised  so  high  in  the 
world  against  the  opinion  of  it  by  the  favour  of 
my  lord  Bolingbroke,  with  whom  he  lived  in  an 
intimacy  of  pleasure*  and  gallantries  as  well  as 
business ; and  from  hb  attachment  and  grati- 
tude to  him  (which  he  ever  preserved)  and  from 
party  violence  and  the  heat  of  his  youth  had  en- 
gaged in  the  rebellion  of  1715,  but  escaped  any 
punishment  except  tthat  of  a short  confinement, 
by  the  consideration  then  had  of  the  noble  fa- 
mily he  had  married  into,  and  who  had  great 
merit  with  the  king  and  h.s  family.  He  con- 
tinued, however,  in  all  the  measures  of  lib-party 
against  the  government,  and  by  frequent  speak- 
ing in  public  and  great  application  to  business, 
and  the  constant  instruction  he  still  received  from 
his  friend,  and  os  it  were  bufliasler,  especially  in 
foreign  affairs,  he  became  from  a very  disagree- 
able speaker  and  little  knowing  in  business  to 
be  one  of  the  most  pleasing  and  able  speakers 
of  his  time,  wore  out  all  die  prejudices  of  party, 
grew  moderate  towards  the  dissenters,  against 
whom  he  once  bore.a  most  implacable  hatred, 
studied  and  understood  tlie  nature  of  govern- 
ment and  the  constitution  of  hb  country,  and 
' fauad^tick'-S'Biw'Stlt;  dt1  ptiffliiples!  'With  regard 
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lion,  between  tb'e  interest  of  the  landed  gentle- 
men and  that  of  the  nation  in  general ; such 
eudeavours  I know  to  be  vain,  and  whoever 
does  endeavour  it,  will  soon  find  himself  disup-  j 
pointed  in  his  design.  I know  that  since  last 
session  of  parliament,  it  bns  been  most  ir.dus-  ' 
triously  given  about  in  the  county,  which  I have  ■ 
the  honour  to  represent, 4 O gentlemen  1 The  ! 
4 knight  of  your  shire  was  against  easing  yon  of 
4 one  shilling  in  the  pound  land  tax.’  Whether 
this  was  done  with  a design  to  do  me  service  or 
disservice,  I shall  not  determine;  but  if  it  was 
done  with  design  to  do  me  a disservice,  I shall 
leavo  those  who  did  it  to  brag  of  their  success. 
For  my  own  part,  I am  so  conscious  that  my 
behaviour  in  mat  affair  lost  session  of  parlia- 
ment was  right,  that  were  J to  plead  merit  with 
roy  constituents  upon  any  one  vote  I ever  gave 
in  this  House,  it  would  be  upon  my  way  of 
voting  in  that  very  affair ; for  I shall  always  be 
against  sacrificing  the  public  happiness  of  the 


to  the  public,  and  from  them  grew  to  think  that 
the  religion  and  liberties  of  the  nation,  so  much 
depended  on  the  support  of  the  present  family 
on  the  throne,  that  he  lost  all  confidence  with 
the  jacobites,  and  the  most  rigid  of  the  lo- 
ries, and  it  is  thought  would  have  left  them  en- 
tirely if  be  could  have  stood  the  reproach  of 
that  in  his  own  country,  or  could  have  main- 
tained a prevailing  interest  there  without  them: 
and  upon  that  footing  would  willingly  have 
cprne  into  a new  Whig  administration  upon  the 
exclusion  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  with  whom  he 
would  never  have  acted,  and  with  the  admission 
of  some  few  of  bis  tory  friends,  who  in  company 
with  him  would  willingly  also  have  left  their  par- 
ty for  such  a change,  swayed  not  a little  perhaps 
in  this  by  observing  that  no  other  road  would 
lead  them  to  those  honours  and  preferments  in 
the  state,  which  it  was  just  for  men  of  abilities 
to  expect,  and  a folly  to  exclude  themselves  and 
their  families  from,  when  they  could  take  them 
as  they  thought  without  hurt  to  their  principles 
and  their  characters.  But  he  did  not  lire  long 
enough  to  have  this  happen  to  him. 

44  lie  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  made  for 
a great  man  of  any  one  that  I have  known  in 
this  age.  Every  thing  about  him  seemed  great. 
There  was  no  incomistency  in  his  composition, 
all  the  parts  of  his  character  suited,  and  were  a 
help  to  one  another.  There  was  much  of  grace 
and  dignity  in  his  person,  and  the  same  in 
his  speaking.  He  has  no  acquirements  of  learn- 
ing, but  bis  eloquence  improved  by  use,  .was 
strong,  full,  and  without  affectation,  arising 
chiefly  from  bis  clearness,  propriety,  and  argu- 
mentation, in  die  method  of  which  last,  by  a sort 
ofinduclion  almost  peculiar  to  himself,  he  had 
a force,  beyond  any  man  I ever  heard  in  public 
debate*.  He  bad  not  the  vivacity  of  wit  and 
pleasantry  in  bis  speedier  so  entertaining  in 
the  former  person,  but  there  was  a spirit  and 
puwer  in  bis  speaking,  that  always  animated 
liimselfand  his  hearers,  and  with  the  decoration 
of  his  manner,  which  was  indeed  very  orna- 
mental, tost  hilttntrvfe, 
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nation,  or  the  security  of  our  constitution,  t0 
any  such  mean  and  sordid  views  as  that  of  k 
little  present  ease  in  the  land  tax ; and  I hope 
every  landed  gentleman,  whom  1 have  ihe  ho- 
nour to  represent,  is  now  add  always  will  be  of 
the  same  opinion. 

The  Sinking  Fund  is  u Fund  I have  always 
had  the  greatest  veneration  for;  I look  on  it  h| 
a sacred  Fund,  appropriated  to  the  relieving 
the  nation  from  that  loud  of  debts  and  taxes  it 
now  groans  under;  I take  it  to  be  so  absolutely 
appropriated  to  that  use,  that  if  upon  any  press- 
ing nnd  unlooked-for  emergency,  we  should  be 
necessarily  obliged  to  borrow  a little  from  it, 
the  same  with  interest  ought  to  be  repaid  by 
some  lax  to  be  raised  within  the  year.  ] have 
indeed,  been  always  afraid  that  some  enter-  * 
prizing  minister  might  be  tempted  to  seize  I 
upon  it,  or  some  part  of  it,  in  timo  of  war;  but 
I little  dreamt  of  seeing  any  attempts  made  I 
upon  it  in  a time  of  tbe  most  profound  Iran-  ] 


respectful,  but  even  a reverend  regard  to  what- 
ever he  spoke. 

44  He  was  besides  generally  serious,  and  al- 
ways decent,  never  positive,  and  often  condc-  j 
scendmg.  though  sometimes  severe  and  pointed. 
There  was  indeed  great  decorum  through  hi* 
whole  carriage,  and  no  man  ever  contributed 
more  than  he  did  to  the  dignity  of  parliament. 

Had  he  been  a minister  in  his  latter  days,  I am 
satisfied,  be  would  have  bad  tbe  same  decorum  1 
in  office  ns  he  had  in  parliament,  nnd  he  had 
that,  civility  and  good  breeding  in  his  demeanor,  , 
that  made  him  as  fit  for  a court  as  any  other  | 
situation,  and  his  abilities  would  have  made  him  I 
equal  to  any.  lie  had  certainly  great  notions,  I 
end  appeared  to  have  a high  regard  to  the  prin-  | 
ciples  of  honour  and  justice.  It  has  been  said,  I 
that  he  was  haughty  and  passionate,  and  would  . 
have  carried  his  power  too  high,  and  I am  I 
afraid  it  was  the  weakness  he  was  most  liable  j 
to  fall  into.  Those  who  spoke  most  of  this,  . | 
took  their  thoughts  of  him  chiefly  from  what  I 
they  remembered  of  hiiu  in  his  younger  days,  ] 
when  it  is  very  true  he  had  too  much  of  thi* 
temper;  but  as  far  as  I could  observe,  he  was 
much  changed  in  this  as  he  was  in  his  priuci-  I 
pies  and  other  things,  and  surely  no  man  in  J 
general  was  ever  less  in  his  advanced  age  of  I 
what  he  had  beeu  in  his  youth,  than  he  seemed  1 
to  be.  But  as  he  was  not  without  his  fears  too,  ! 
and  some  desire  of  fame,  they  from  his  know-  1 
ledge  also  of  the  world  would  have  been  some  I 
restraint  upon  the  other,  and  if  so,  his  state 
might  only  have  procured  that  respect  which  I* 
always  due  and  rtecessary  to  government.  I 
VVbat  his  firmness  in  great  trials  would  have  ■ 
been,  I cannot  say.  lie  was  certuinly  of  a 
very  high  spirit,  and  that  with  power  well  ma- 
naged might  have  supported  him  under  any 
difficulties.  If  I have  spoken  too  highly  of  ^ 
him,  it  must  be  imputed  to  the  great  opinion  I , 
conceived  of  him  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  I never  saw  him  fail  of  being  a great  | 
man.”  Speaker  Onslow’s  Remarks  on  tbe  ton-  j 
- dut*  of  ©p-ptbitaa ; ©BMh'B'WWjwI*. 
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quillity.  It  is  to  me  a melancholy  considera- 
tion lo  think  of  the  present  rast  load  of  the 
national  debt;  a debt  of  no  less  than  forty-five 
millions  and  upwards,  and  that  nil  contracted 
lince  the  Revolution  ! This  must  b*  a melan- 
choly consideration  to  every  gentleman,  that 
has  any  concern  for  his  country’s  happiness; 
but  if  the  motion  now  made  to  us  shall  be 
agreed  to,  bow  dismal  will  this  consideration 
be  rendered,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  little 
appearance  that  there  will  then  be  of  this  debt's 
ever  being  pnid?  Is  the  public  expence  never 
to  he  lessened  ? Are  the  people  of  England  al- 
ways to  pay  the  same  heavy  nnd  grievous 
taxes  ? surely,  Sir,  if  there  it  ever  a time  to  be 
looked  for  of  easing  the  people  of  this  uution 
the  present  is  the  time  for  doing  it : But  when 
I reflect  upon  what  was  done  last  session  of 
Parliament  I am  really  afraid  of  proposing  any 
relief  for  the  poor  manufacturers  and  labourers 
of  this  nation ; I do  not  think  we  can  trust 
ourselves.  The  salt  duty  was  taken  off  by  this 
House  as  a tax  the  most  grievous  to  the  la- 
bourer and  to  the  poor  of  this  natitm,  and  the 
SinkingFund  was  thereby  diminished  : for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  we  did  consent  to  this  en- 
croachment on  that  sacred  Fund ; but  that 
very  tax  was  again  laid  on,  because  some  gen- 
tlemen pretended  to  have  found  out,  that  the 
landed  gentlemen  of  England  were  poorer  than 
the  poor.  At  this  rate  the  whole  Sinking  Fund 
may  by  degrees  be  exhausted,  nnd  the  poor  of 
the  nation  not  relieved  from  any  one  tux  they 
now  groan  under. 

Last  year  the  salt  daty  was  laid  on  for  three 
years,  in  lieu  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  land 
tax  for  one  year,  nnd  this  was  pretended  to  be  a 
relief  to  the  landed  interest ; but  it  was  then 
evidently  made  appear,  .that  it  was  no  relief 
•ven  to  any  landed  gentleman  in  England,  un- 
less he  was  a man  of  a plentiful  land  estate; 
and  it  was  then  also  made  appear,  that  the  peo- 

£ie  of  the  nation  were  to  pay  above  a million, 
ir  the  500,0001.  then  saved  in  the  pockets  of 
the  landed  gentlemen.  And  now  this  year  the 
sum  of  500,000 /.  is  to  be  taken  from  the  sink- 
ing fund,  in  lieu  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound 
laud  tax;  this  is  likewise  pretended  to  be  a re- 
lief, but,  upon  a strict  examination,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  much  such  another  relief  as  that  of 
Inst  year.  We  arc  to  save  this  year  in  the 
pockets  of  the  landed  gentlemen  500,0001.  but 
this  suin  must  hereafter  be  paid  by  the  nation 
some  lime  or  other.  If  it  be  paidnextyear,  we 
then  pny  520,00 Of.  for  it;  if  not  untill  two 
years  hence  we  pay  upwards  of  540,0001.  and 
tf  it  is  not  paid  till  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  hence, 
by  computing  interest  upon  interest  which  in 
such  cases  must  always  be  done,  the  nation 
must  then  pay  above  a million  for  the  500,0001. 
ease,  now  pretended  to  be  given  to  the  landed 
gentlemen.  This  is  the  least  sum  that  it  will 
cost  the  nation  ; but  if  to  this  we  add  what 
might  bo  saved  by  the  abolishing  of  some  of 
those  taxes,  which  now  lie  heavy  upon  trade  and 
which  cost  the  nation  more  in’ levying  than  the 
neat  produce  hvacednuKsntil ifcttifhiip' 


Cr  that  the  nation  must  be  infinitely  a greater 
r by  this  ease  now  pretended  to  be  given  to 
the  landed  interest.  Let  any  lauded  gentleman 
consider  this,  and  nt  the  same  time  consider, 
that  the  lands  of  Great  Britain  stnnd  ultimately 
obliged  to  pay  all  the  debts  we  owe,  in  case  our 
present  funds  should  fluty  which  they  may  pro- 
bably do  by  the  decay  of  our  trade,  if  it  conti- 
nues long  under  the  difficulties  it  at  present  la- 
bours under;  let  any  landed  gentleman,  I say, 
consider  this;  and  then  let  him  determine  whe- 
ther he  and  hia  posterity  owe  thanks  to  the  gen- 
tlemen, who  now  pretend  to  be  so  great  friends 
to  the  landed  interest. 

Wlraican  those  gentlemen  say,  who  are  tints 
for  loading  posterity  ? Can  they  imagine  that 
there  will  ever  he  a time  of  more  profound  trau- 
quillity  ? Can  they  imagine  that  there  will  ever 
be  a less  occasion  for  public  expence?  Or  can 
they  imngine  that  our  posterity  will  be  in  much 
belter  circumstances  than  we  are  ? I urn  sure,  if 
we  suppose  the  last,  we  must  shew  more  regard 
to  the  trade  of  the  uation  than  has  been  shewn 
for  some  time  past ; we  must  think  of  relieving 
the  poor  tradesmen  and  manufacturers  from  the 
many  and  various  kinds  of  taxes  they  now 
gronu  under  ; and  we  deist  avoid  all  occasion* 
of  loading  the  public  with  the  payment  of  inter- 
est, by  providing  within  theycar  for  the  current 
service  of  the  year : to  life  the  motion  now 
made  is  directly  contrary;  hr  the  not  paying 
off  of  an  old  debt  is  the  same  nitli  contracting 
a new ; and  subjects  the  nation  to  the  same  ex- 
pence  with  respect  to  the  payment  of  interest. 
But  I shall  not  trouble  gentlemen  any  farther 
upon  this  subject  at  present,  because  I hope  we 
shall  have  another  day  to  consider  of  this  ques- 
tion ; and  therefore  I shall  conclude  with  se- 
conding the  motion  for  the  cliairmna’s  leaving 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Script,9  said,  That  the  motion  was  no 
other  than  an  alternative  eitlierto  take  the  mo- 
ney from  the  sinking  fund,  or  to  take  it  from 
the  landed  gentlemen,  upon  whom  the  burthen 
must  immediately  lie.  That  even  supposing 
the  honourable  gentleman’s  calculations  and 

C resages  to  be  true,  he  must  admit,  that  by 
teping  the  money  in  the  pockets  of  the  landed 
gentlemen,  the  interest  accumulated  to  them 
likewise  in  the  same  manner  as  it  must  do  to  the 
creditors  of  the  government.  That  this  was 
an  immediate  saving,  which  might  he  of  much 
more  scrricc  to  them  (who  must  be  considered 
as  part,  nay,  the  most  respectable  part  of  the 
public)  than  the  pay  of  the  interest,  to  which 
all  the  public  indiscriminately  contribute  can 
be  of  detriment  to  the  nation,  especially  reflect- 
ing upon  the  great  resources  the  government 
might  probably  hereafter  find,  considering  the 
flourishing  state  of  the  commerce  and  the  credit 
of  the  kingdom,  and  which,  as  it  encreased, 
must,  in  any  event,  enable  the  landed  gentle- 
men hereafter  to  pay  with  more  facility  than 
they  could  he  supposed  to  do  at  that  present 
time. 


m-So-.ahar^^p^gl^sapftnMtrr 
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Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  said  : 

Sir, 

As  other  gentlemen  Irave  their  melancholy 
considerations,  so  I have  mine ; the  most  me- 
lancholy consideration  I have  is,  that  notwith- 
standing our  having  a government,  under  which 
we  enjoy  our  laws,  our  liberties,  and  our  reli- 
gion, to  the  utmost  extent ; yet  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  put  the  nntion  to  a very  great  an- 
nual charge,  in  order  tp  support  that  govern- 
ment against  the  foreigu  enemies  of  both  our 
constitution  and  religion,  supported  and  en- 
couraged by  our  factious  and  divisions  at  home: 
this  is  the  reason  that  we  cannot,  by  a saving 
in  the  public  charge,  give  that  ease  to  the  land- 
ed interest,  which  is  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  he  given;  and  since  we  cannot,  with 
any  safety  to  the  constitution,  or  to  the  present 
happy  establishment,  give  that  ease  by  a saving 
in  the  public  annual  expence,  we  must  there-  j 
fore  resolve  to  give  it  in  that  manner  which  will 
be  least  burtheusome  to  the  people,  and  that 
I take  to  be  the  method  which  is  now  proposed 
to  us. 

Gentlemen  may  talk  as  they  please  of  what  was 
done  in  last  session  of  Parliament,  but  I can  say 
that  in  all  places  where  I have  since  been,  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  the  universal 
thanks  of  the  people,  for  the  ease  then  given  to  the 
landed  interest ; »nd  whatever  gloss  may  now 
be  put  upon  that  affair,  yet  I know  that  some 
gentlemen,  who  appeared  against  it,  were  heard 
to  say  at  the  tine  that  that  affair  was  first  men-  ' 
tioned,  * Thir is  n most  damnable  project ! It 
* will  please  the  country  too  much,  and  there-  | 
‘ fore  we  must  endeavour  to  render  it  abortive.’ 

I will,  indeed,  do  the  gentlemen  the  justice  to 
believe,  that  they  then  spoke  as  they  thought; 
aud  they  then  did  what  they  could  to  prevent 
the  success  of  a design,  by  which  his  Majesty's 
administration  has  gained  tbe  favour  and  the 
esteem  of  the  generality  of  the  landholders  in 
England. 

I have  as  great  a regard  for  posterity  and  for 
the  future  happiness  of  the  nation,  us  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  house;  and  therefore  I shall 
never  be  against  any  thing,  that  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  conveying  to  posterity  the  many 
blessings  we  now  enjoy  under  the  present  happy 
establishment.  What  is  now  proposed  is  not  a 
throwing  of  any  new  load  upon  posterity  ; it  is 
only  a disposing  of  that  money  which  always  has 
been,  and  still  is  at  tbe  disposal  of  Parliament : 
we  have  a right  to  dispose  of  it  in  that  manner 
which  we  we  think  most  conducive  to  the  gene- 
ral interest  of  the  nation  : and  what  is  now  pro- 
posed is  only  an  exercising  of  tlmt  right,  mid 
thereby  granting  an  ease  to  the  most  oppressed 
part  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  at  a time  when 
there  is  no  pressing  demand  for  applying  the  mo- 
ney, either  to  that  use  for  which  it  was  at  first 
intended,  or  to  any  other  use  whatever.  This 
is  a question  that,  in  my  opinion,  requires  no 
time  to  consider  of;  it  is  granted  by  every  gen- 
tleman who  has  spoke  in  this  debate,  that  the 
creditors  of  the  public  do  not  desire  to  have 
their  moBojrjfii  OiiALWiUtJAtwiiib^fautcd  libatr 
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the  landed  interest  stand  in  great  need  of  relief- 
it  cannot  therefore  be  doubted,  but  that  Uia 
Parliament  may,  and  ought  to  apply  at  least  a 
part  of  that,  which  is  not  so  much  as  wished  for 
by  the  public  creditors,  to  the  relief  of  those 
who  are  now  iu  so  grentdistress,  especiallysiuce 
no  relief  can  be  given  to  them  by  "any  other 
means ; for  which  reason,  I shall  be  for  agree- 
ing with  the  motion  made  by  tbe  huuourabU 
gentleman  near  me. 

Mr.  Waller  stood  up  next,  and.  spoke  against 
the  motion  as  follows : 

Sir, 

It  is  known,  I believe,  by  every  gentleman 
in  the  House,  that  Scotland  pays  little  or  no 
pnrt  of  what  is  raised  for  the  use  of  the  Sinking- 
Fund,  and  for  the  small  part  they  do,  or  ought 
to  contribute  towards  tlmt  Fund,  they  have  al- 
ready received  an  equivalent ; so  that  by  what 
is  now  proposed  to  us,  that  pnrt  of  the  nation 
is  not  to  contribute  a shilling  towards  this 
500,000/.  which  is  to  be  applied  for  the  current 
service  of  tbe  year  : now,  1 should  be  glad  to 
know,  by  what  article  of  the  union  they  are  to 
be  free  from  paying  any  part  of  so  large  a sum, 
for  tbe  current  service  oi  tbe  year.  I find,  by 
some  uccounts  called  for,  and  now  lying  on  our 
table,  that  there  has  been  but  a very  little 
paid  by  the  people  ol  that  part  of  the  island,  to- 
wards the  support  of  she  government;  and  I 
believe  that  the  little  that  lias  been  paid,  has 
generally  been  distributed  away  among  them- 
selves, in  pensions,  rewards,  and  gratuities. 

Mr.  Taylor,  member  for  Petersfield,  observed, 
That  there  ure  some  people  in  the  nation,  who 
the  more  they  owe  tbe  greater  advantage  they 
make,  and  the  richer  they  grow  ; such  are  the 
bankers:  tlmt  by  the  motion  made  to  the  House 
one  would  imagine  some  gentlemen  took  the 
case  of  the  nation  to  he  the  same ; but  for  his 
part,  be  could  not  think  so,  and  tiierefore  dif- 
fered from  the  motion. 

Then  the  question  was  put, That  the  Speaker 
should  leave  the  chair ; which  being  passed  in 
the  Negative,  by  245  against  135,  tbe  question 
was  put.  upon  the  first  motion,  and  carried 
without  any  division  : niter  which  it  was  re- 
solved, without  opposition,  “ That  towards 
raising  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  die 
sum  of  onesliilling  in  the  pound  be  laid  upon  . 
land  for  the  year  1733.” 

Feb.  26.  The  above  Resolutions  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee were  reported  to  the  House  ; and  * 
motion  being  made,  for  agreeing  with  tlie  Com- 
mittee as  to  tbe  first  Resolution,  tbe  stone  wa* 
opposed  by 

Mr.  Sandys,  who  on  that  occasion  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker. 

Notwithstanding  the  long  debate  that  no* 
in  the  Committee  upon  this  Resolution,  yet  1 
cannot  now  let  it  pass  without  taking  notice  “ 
the  bad  consequences  it  may  be  attended  wit  • 
The  perpetual  method  heretofore,  of  providing 
iffofiitlMixiard9iW;8^®^i9ftithajfl»r,  has  bceu  t 
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grant  annual  supplies  to  be  raised  by  taxes 
which  were  granted  for  that  purpose,  und  con- 
sequently were  granted  only  for  otic  year:  at 
the  expiration  of  that  year  they  were  at  an  end, 
and  none  of  the  officers  of.  the  crown  dnrst 

J retend  to  levy  them  any  longer  on  the  people  : 
t would  have  been  high  treason  for  hiiv  officer 
to  levy  any  such  tax,  ufter  the  expiration  of  the 

Star  lor  which  it  was  grunted  by  parliament, 
y this  method  our  lungs  have  always  been 
| under  a necessity  of  calling  parliaments  fre- 
f quently  ; if  the  King  wanted  a supply,  there 
was  not  a tux  subsisting  by  law,  out  of  which 
he  could  get  it,  and  therefore  he  was  obliged 
to  call  a parliament  to  grant  him  a new  supply, 
and  to  impose  a new  annual  tax  for  thnlpur- 
1 pose;  of  this  nature  is  the  land-tax  ; it  has  al- 
ways been  one  of  those  tnxes  which  were  grant- 
ed for  thecurrentservice  of  the  year,  and  for 
that  reason  has  never  been  granted  for  more 
than  one  year  at  a time.  But  what  ore  we  How 
about  to  do?  We  are  going  to  depart  from  this 
laudable  method  always  observed  by  our  an- 
cestors ; we  are  going  to  give  up  that  tax 
which  weliave  always  in  our  own  hands,  and 
which  we  may  grant  or  not  ns  we  see  occasion  ; 
and  in  the  room  thereof  we  are  going  to  substi- 
tute a tax,  or  at  least  a method  of  providing  for 
the  current  service  of  the  year,  which  we  have 
not  in  our  power  ; the  taxes  by  which  the  Sink- 
ing-Fund is  raised,  being  all  granted  for  ever, 
and  may  be  levied  on  the  people  without  any 
new  authority  from  Parliament.  By  this  me- 
thod «e  clearly  point  out  a way,  by  which  some 
future  ambitious  prince  may  provide  foe  the  cur- 
rent service  of  the  year,  without  the  assistance 
of  Parliament ; from  whence  he  may  judge  that 
parliaments  nre  unnecessary,  and  will  certainly 
lay  them  aside  as  soon  as  he  finds  them  trou- 
blesome. By  those  taxes  granted  for  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  which  his  officers  may  levy  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  in  being,  he  finds  himself  pro- 
vided of  a revenue  sufficient  to  support  his  go- 
vernment,without  the  assistance  of  parliaments, 
and  therefore  he  will  resolve  to  govern  without 
them,  if  they  but  once  begin  to  thwart  any  of 
bis  measures. 

I know  it  will  be  told  me,  that  it  woplri  be  as 
illegal  and  criminal,  to  apply  the  revenue  of 
the  sinking-fund  to  the  current  service  of  the 
year,  without  the  authority  of  Parliament,  as  it 
would  lie  to  levy  taxes  without  any  such  autho- 
rity: But  there  is  o very  great  difference 
between  the  two  cases:  in  "levying  a tax  con- 
trary to  law,  every  officer  employed  knows 
that  he  acts  with  a rope  about  his  neck,  and 
therefore  it  would  he  difiicult  for  the  must 
powerful  prince  to  get  officers  that  would  be 
employ’d  in  the  levying  such  taxes;  whereas 
in  levying  those  taxes  appropriated  to  the 
sinking-fund,  every  under-officer  acts  according 
to  law,  there  is  no  man  guilty  of  any  crime  as  to 
the  levying  of  them;  there  are  none  guilty  but 
a few  of  the  chief  officers,  who  agree  to  or’cou- 
nive  at  the  misapplication. 

Another  material  difference  there  is  between 
those  two  tWjrSWhi 

Vox.  Yin. 
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trary  to  law,  gives  immediately  the  alarm  to 
the  whole  nation  both  poor  and  rich ; every 
man  thinks  he  is  robbed  of  his  property,  if  he 
is  obliged  to  pay  the  most  trifling  tax,  without 
the  authority  of  Parliament;  and  as  the  whole 
people  in  the  nation  wuuld  on  such  an  occasion 
take  the  alarm,  so  it  would  he  easy  to  stop  such 
a prince  in  the  beginning  of  his  tyrannical 
career,  before  lie  could  Imve  time  to  fix  himself 
in  arbitrary  power.  But  though  an  ambitious 
prince  and  his  ministers  should  misapply  the 
produce  of  the  sinking-fund,  by  converting  it  to 
the  current  service  of  the  year,  the  body  of  the 
people  would  he  no  ways  alarmed;  they  would 
not  think  themselves  nny  way  hurt,  because 
they  would  find  that  they  were  not  obliged  to 
pay  any  taxes,  but  those  which  they  knew 
to  he  due  by  law ; on  the  contrary,  they  would 
probably  be  well  pleased  with  the  new  sort  nf 
government,  because  they  would  find  them- 
selves, for  some  time  at  least,  free  from  tho 
payment  of  those  taxes  which  had  formerly 
been  annually  raised  by  Parliament;  and  thus, 
before  the  body  of  the  people  could  be  made 
sensible  of  the  tyranny  they  were  under,  the 
arbitrary  power  of  the  prince  would  be  esta- 
blished, and  the  fetters  of  slavery  riveted  upon 
the  people.  1 cannot  but  dread  the  conse- 
quences of  the  resolution  now  before  us,  and 
therefore  I could  not  let  slip  this  opportunity  of 
again  declaring  my  dissent  to  it. 

Mr.  Sbippen  then  rising  up,  Mr.  Danvers 
moved  for  clearing  the  galleries  of  nil  such 
as  were  not  members,  which  being  done  ac- 
cordingly, 

Mr.  Shippen  made  the  following  speech : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

There  was  no  occasion  for  so  great  and 
solemn  a preparation  for  wlmt  I have  to  say; 
hut  os  I aid  not  take  the  liberty  to  give  you 
any  trouble  in  the  committee,  I will  now  teg 
leave  to  say  a few  words  to  the  question  before 

I have,  in  many  former  debates  in  this 
House,  heard  parliamentary  fuiili  often  men- 
tioned, and  much  iusisted  on.  Particularly  I 
remember,  that  Inst  session  of  Parliament, 
when  it  was  proposed  that  Scotland  should  pay 
equally  with  Euglaml,  towards  a duty  which 
was  then  raised,  or  rather  revived,  und  applied 
to  the  current  service  of  the  year,  a certain 
honourable  gentleman  told  us,  and  insisted 
much  upon  it,  that  it  was  a breach  of  Parlia- 
mentary faith.  I wonder  to  see  that  gentle-  - 
man,  who  was  hist  vaar  so  nice  an  observer 
of  Parliamentary  faith,  now  so  forward  ior  com- 
mitting what  1 take  to  be  a real  breach  of 
Parliamentary  faith. 

I remember  the  time  when  the  law,  which 
we  are  now  going  to  break  through,  was 
brought  into  this  House ; I remember  that  tha 
gentleman,  who  brought  it  m,  introduced  it 
with  the  greatest  solemnity : lie  told  ihat  it 
was  to  be  looked  on  as  a fuudumen  ul  law  of 
the  realm,  mid  that  therefore  it  was  to  be  al- 

yWR  twuiriftTSSwi  esteem ; 
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that  no  attempt  was  ever  to  b*  made  for  en- 
croaching upon  or  altering  it;  that  it  was  a law 
which  was  always  to  be  deemed  sacred ; and 
that  the  surpluses  or  excesses  of  the  funds 
thereby  established  wore always  to  be  religiously  : 
preserved,  and  appropriated  to  the  pnyiug  off 
the  debts  of  the  nation.  He  then  snid,  That  it 
was  upon  the  strict  nnd  religious  observance' of 
this  law,  that  the  credit  and  the  future  hap- 
piness nnd  glory  of  this  nation  entirely  de- 
pended : and  in  pursuance  of  what  he  said, 
the  words  of  the  law  were  made  very  plain  and 
express,  ‘ That  all  the  excesses  and  surpluses 
■ there  mentioned,  should  be  appropriated  to 
‘ the  discharging  the  priucipal  aud  interest  of 
‘ such  national  debts,  ns  were  incurred  before 
‘.the  25th  of  December  1716,  nnd  were  de- 
‘ dared  to  be  national  debts,  and  not  provided 
* for  by  Parliament,  in  such  manner  as  should 
‘ be  directed  by  any  future  act,  and  to  or  for 
‘no other  use  whatever.’ 

These  are  the  words  of  that  law,  and  by 
these  words  it  is  plain,  that  the  Sinking-fund  is 
not  absolutely  at  the  disposal  of  Parliament; 
the  Parliament  may  direct  wliat  debts  are  to  be 
paid  off,  but  the  Parliament  cannot  direct  those 
surpluses  and  excesses  to  any  other  use  besides 
that  of  paying  the  national  debts  before  the 
year  1716,  without  repealing  that  law  ; and  as 
all  the  public  creditors  have  as  much  a right  to 
have  their  priucipal  paid  as  their  interest,  we 
certainly  cannot  divert  that  fund  which  is  ap- 
propriated for  die  payment  of  their  principal, 
withoot  their  consent,  no  more  than  we  can 
divert  those  funds  which  are  appropriated  to- 
wards the  payment  of  their  interest ; it  is  a 
breach  of  Parliamentary  faith  in  the  one  case  as 
well  as  in  the  oilier.  It  is  tn  be  presatned, 
that  it  was  upon  the  faith  of  this  law,  that  so 
many  became  soon  afterwards  purchasers  of 
our  public  funds,  by  which  we  have  since  been 
enabled  to  reduce  the  interest  payable  upon 
them,  and  have  thereby  considerably  increased 
this  same  sinking-fund  ; arid  can  it  he  snid,  that 
Parliamentary  faith  is  observed  towards  those 
purchasers,  if  without  their  consent  that  law 
.be  broke  through,  which  was  the  grentest, 
peclmps  the . only  temptation  for  them  to 
purchase  ? 

I nm  really  surprized  to  hear  gentlemen  argue 
as  they  do  upon  the  present  subject ; but  I re- 
member that  the  author  of,  or  at  least  he  who 
brought  in  that  law,  was  a country-gentleman, 
and  therefore  I do  not  at  nil  rvon dor  to  see  a 
minister  of  state  endeavour  to  tear  down  any 
monument,  that  was  erected  by  a country-gen- 
tleman ; hut  I would  have  gentlemen  reflect, 
that  lie  thru  pulls  down  a raonument  of  glory, 
erects  thereby  to  himself  a monument  of  infa- 
my. For  my  part,  I have  always  been  a coun- 
try-gemienmn  iu  this  House : I nm  nfraid, 
gfri'id  I ought  not  to  say,  for  I desire  to  con- 
tinue always  to  be  a country-gentleman ; and 
therefore  I am  for  preserving  emire  anil  iu- 
violuted  tins  monument  of  glory,  which  was 
erected  by  an  honest  country  gentleman  ; und 
for  this  rfi^5^xij||n^g®»eh,y! wfc  nliaGum-. 
auilee  in  the  resolution  now  before  us.. 


Sir  William  Yonge  spoke  next : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

As  we  had  the  sentiments  of  most  gentlemen 
on  the  subject  now  before  us  when  in  the  com- 
mittee,! was  in  bopes  that  the  resolution  would 
now  have  been  agreed  to  without  any  farther 
debate,  but  I iind  it  is  otherwise.  An  honours, 
ble  gentleman  over  the  way  pretends  to  be  in 
great  feat1,  and  to  dread  dangerous  conse- 
quences from  this  resolution;  but  how  he  or 
any  other  gentleman  can  be  at  present  under 
any  such  apprehension,  I cannot  comprehend  - 
there  cannot  be  the  least  reason,  or  so  much  as 
any  colour  of  reason  for  such,  as  long  as  the 
present  royal  family  possesses  the  throne  of 
these  kingdoms;  it  can  never  be  suspected  that 
his  present  Majesty,  or  any  of  his  illustrious 
family,  will  ever  think  parliaments  useless, or. 
make  any  attempt  for  laying  them  aside ; such 
a thing  might,  indeed,  very  probably  happen,  if  j 
by  a revolution,  a revolution  I say,  for  I shall 
never  give  it  the  name  of  a restoration,  the  Pre- 
tender to  his  Majesty’s  crown,  on  any  of  his 
descendents,  should  get  the  possession  of  the 
throne;  the  creditors  of  the  public  might  then, 
indeed,  despair  of  ever  having  either  their  prio-  , 
cipal  or  their  interest;  they  would  then  be  told 
that  none  of  the  public  debts  ought  to  be  paid, 
because  they  were  all  contracted  without  any 
legal  authority,  and  for  keeping  the  rightful 
heir  from  the  crown ; parliamentary  faith  would 
then,  indeed,  be  laughed  at,  and  those  taxes, 
which  are  now  appropriated  and  faithfully  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  public  creditors, 
would  then  be  all  at  once  converted  to  the 
support  oftyrauny  and  arbitrary  power. 

This  Would  certainly  be  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  such  an  unhappy  revolution ; but 
bow  invidious  is  it  so  much  as  to  suspect  any 
such  design  in  his  Majesty,  or  any  of  bis  family 
who  shall  succeed  to  the  crown ; their  title, 
their  right  to  the  crown,  flows  from  the  author 
rity  of  parliament,  and  entirely  depends  upon 
the  preservation  of  our  present  happy  constitii-  J 
don  ; how  then  can  it  be  supposed  that  they  j 
will  destroy  parliaments,  since  by  the  destruc-  I 
lion  of  them,  they  would  certaiuly  destroy  J 
themselves?  But  I find  those  groundless  jea-  j 
lousies  and  fears  are  pretended  not  only  in  this 
House,  but  they  are  industriously  spread  through 
all  parts  of  the  nation ; for  I bad  myself  a lellef 
lately  from  the  corporation  I have  the  honour 
to  represent,  desiring  me  not  to  consent  to  any 
extension  of  the  excise-laws,  because  our  parlia- 
ments would  be  thereby  rendered  useless : this  i 
letter  came  to  me  "by  the  post,  but  by  whom  it 
was  wrote,  I do  not  know ; however,  from  • 
thence  I conclude,  that  it  hns  been  represented 
to  the  people  in  that  country,  that  if  a certain 
scheme  now  upon  the  anvil  should  succeed, 
parliaments  would  be  rendered  quite  useless, 
and  would  be  laid  aside.  Tba  vulgar  and  the 
ignorant  people  may  be  possessed  with  such 
fears ; such  pretences  may  be  made  use  ot 
among  them,  but  1 little  expected  to  have 
heard  auy  such  arguments  made  use  ol  in  ti»» 
j&Miftniw.n  t.ihrary  Digitisation  l.nit 
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I am,  indeed,  surprised  to  hear  it  so  much  as 
insinuated  that  the  present  resolution  is  any 
breach  of  parliamentary  faith,  or  that  the  pub-  , 
lie  creditors  have  a right  to  demand  that  no 
part  of  the  sinking  fund  can  be  applied  to  any 
thing  but  to  their  payment.  The  case  Of  the 
Sinking  Fund  is  very  ditterent  Irora  those  taxes 
which  are  appropriated  towards  the  payment  of 
their  interest;  it  was  upon  the  faith  of  this  last  , 
appropriation,  dint  they  lent  their  money,  and  i 
therefore  they  cannot  btrdiverted  to  any  other 
use  without  their  consent;  but  the  Sinking 
Fuud  was  established  long  after,  there  was  no 
money  lent  to  the  public  by  uny  man  upon  the 
faith  of  that  Fnnd ; and  therefore  it'is  entirely 
at  the  disposal  of  parliament;  the  legislature 
may  convert  it  »o  any  use  they  please,  without 
the  cousentof  any  man,  nr  of  any  body  ofnien  ; 
J19  to  the  disposal  thereof  we  are  under  uu  re- 
straint but  that  of  the  public  good;  autl  ns  I 
am  convinced  that  what  is  proposed  by  this 
resolution  is  the  best  thing  we  can  do  fur  the 
public  good,  therefore  I shall  be  for  ogreeing 
with  our  Committee. 

Mr.  William  Pultcney  replied  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

The  fears,  which  my  honourable  friend  has 
expressed,  are  most  just  and  reasonable,  how- 
ever groundless  they  may  at  present  nppenr  to 
die  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  His  present 
Majesty  is  known  to  us,  we  know  that  all  his 
designs  are  just  nod  honourable,  and  we  know 
that  he  will  not  nllow  himself  to  be  misled  by 
any  guilty  minister ; be  is  too  good  to  think  of 
trampling  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
subject,  for  the  sate  of  protecting  any  high 
criminal  whatever.  But  we  caimuc  certainly 
know  wbat  is  to  happen  hereafter  ; we  cannot 
depend  on  the  dispositions,  the  humours,  or 
the  designs  of  all  the  princes,  even  of  the  pre- 
sent royal  family,  that  may  in  course  succeed 
to  one  another.  Who  knows  but  n prince  not 
yet  horn  may  arise,  even  of  the  present  royal 
family,  who  finding  himself  possessed  of  a re- 
venue, which  he  may  raise  by  virtue  of  the 
laws  in  being,  and  which  he  knows  to  lie  suf- 
ficient for  the  support  of  his  government,  with- 
out any  assistance  from  parliaments,  may  from 
thence  conclude,  that  parliaments  are  useless 
to  him,  and  therefore  resolve  to  lay  them  aside? 
Tlie  present  royal  family  has  as  good  a right  to 
the  crown,  ns  ever  any  family  hail  that  swayed 
the  sceptre  of  this  kingdom  ; dieir  right  to  the 
crown  no  more  depends  upon  parliaments,  than 
the  right  of  any  former  royal  family  ever  did  ; 
and  yet  we  know,  that  some  of  our  former 
kings  have  had  views  of  overturning  the  rights 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The  only  bar- 
rier against  such  designs,  is  to  lake  all  proper 
care  that  it  shall  never  be  in  any  future  prince's 

Eower;  This  is  what  has  hitherto  preserved  our 
berties,  and  this  is  our  only  secutity  in  tune  to 

The  honourable  gentleman  has,  I do  not 
know  how,  lugged  the  Pretender  into  this  de- 
bate ; lam  sure  the  mentioning  of  that  bug- 
bear was  as  fbWffti  fd^ffie'satijifiit  til  K&JilaSrhl': 
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ever  can  be  to  nny  debate  that  can  happen  in 
this  House ; But  is  the  Pretender  the  only  per- 
son we  have  to  feur  ? No,  there  is  no  prince 
in  Europe  from  whom  we  have  lets  to  fear  than 
from  him  ; he  lias  so  little  power  or  interest  in 
this  nation,  that  our  liberties  can  never  he  in 
any  danger  from  him,  and  1 hope  the  presuit 
royal  fuimly  will  always  be  so  fully  possessed  of 
the  hearts  and  affections  of  the  people,  that  it 
never  will  be  in  the  Pretender’s  power  to  do  us 
any  harm.  The  only  hopes  be  can  ever  have 
must  prise  from  the  arbitrary  designs  of  the 
prince  upon  die  throne,  and  therefore  we  ought 
curefully  to  uvoid  nil  fliose  measures,  which 
may  give  a foundation  for  the  forming  of  any 
such  designs  in  tune  to  come. 

Sir  U’iuiam  Wyndlum  spoke  next  against  the 
motion  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I did  not  design  to  have  given  the  House 
any  trouble  this  day ; but  such  insinuations  ate 
thrown  out,  and  so  often- repeated  by  some 
gentlemen  in  this  House,  ns  I cannot  with  pa- 
tience sit  still  and  hear.  I generally  observe, 
that  when  proper  answers  cannot  he  made  to 
what  gentlemen  advance,  then,  Jacobitism  is 
brought  ill ; and  beennse  some  gentlemen  m 
this  House  take  the  liberty  to  differ  from  others, 
therefore  they  must  be  taxed  with  the  terrible 
name  of  Jacobite;  1 wish  that  gentlemen  would 
resolve  for  the  future  always  to  gii  e us  argu- 
ments, mid  not  names,  for  the  support  of  tlieic 
opinions.  For  my  own  pnrr,  1 will  leave  it  to 
the  whole  world  to  judge  who  most  pursue  the 
principles  of  the  Revolution,  they  who  are  for 
supporting  the  government  in  that  Way,  which 
is  most  easy  and  least  hurtheasome  to’ the  peo- 
ple ; or  they  who  are  for  doing  it  in  a way, 
w inch  is  so  Odious  and  so  burthensoipe  to  the 
whole  nntion. 

Whenever  there  are  any  just  fears  of  the  Pre- 
tender ; if  there  ever  shall  happen  to  be  nny  real 
designs  in  bis  favour,  which  1 hope  never  will, 
then  1 shall  do  as  1 always  have  dune,  I shall 
shew  by  my  actions  what  my  principles  are.  I 
believe  I stand  in  the  opinion  of  mankind 
acquit  of  any  imputation  nl  jacobitism,  ns  much 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  over  die  way, 
or  ouv  gentleman  in  this  House  : and  there- 
fore, 1 ns  much  despise  that  imputation,  as  I 
despise  being  always  a servile  ossentator  to 
every  thing  proposed  by  the  administration. 
But  its  such  insinuations  have  beeu  often  thrown 
out  against  me  in  this  House,  l must  letgende- 
im-n  know,  that  it  is  a treatment,  which  1 think 
inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  diis  House, 
and  a treatment  which  I will  no  longer  bear 
with. 

Mr.  Shippcn  said  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I believe  I have  no  occasion  to  make  any 
professions  of  what  I am  ; but  I must  take  no- 
tice duit  in  private  life,  any  voluntary  securi- 
ties, that  may  be  granted  to  creditors  after  die 
burrowing  of  their  money,  are  as  binding  upon 
the  granter,  mid  ought  to  lie  as  religiously  ob- 
' the  time 
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the  money  wnS  lent ; This  is  certainly  the  case 
ns  to  all  private  affairs,  and  I cannot  think  hut 
that  the  case  is  the  tame  with  respect  to  public 
transactions.  I do  not  know,  but  that  tome 
gentlemen  in  this  House  may  be  offended  at  my 
so  much  as  mentioning  the  reign  of  king  James 
II.  yet  upon  the  present  occasion  I must  men- 
tion it ; nod  the  observation  I slrall  make  is, 
that  that  unfortunate  prince  took  many  wrong 
steps,  ran  himself  inm  great  difficulties,  and  ui 
last  lost  his  crown,  by  following  too  implicitly 
the  wicked  councils  of  a bad  minister  ; and 
that  very  minister  most  basely  betrayed,  and  at 
lust  deserted  bis  master.  One  of  the  greatest 
misfortunes  of  that  prince,  and  tUaty  whicli 
Contributed  most  to  his  overthrow,  was  his 
keeping  up  u standing  army  iu  time  of  peace ; 
he  did  it,  indeed  without  the  cooseut  of  parlia- 
ment, hut  he  did  it  at  liis  own  expence ; he 
did  it  without  laying  any  charge  upon  the  peo- 
ple ; and  he  did  it  without  consent  of  parlia- 
ment, because  he  could  not  find  a parliament 
mercenary  and  corrupt  enough  to  give  their 
consent. 

Then  sir  Robert  Walpole  and  lord  Tyrcon- 
nel  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Resolution  ; Bnd 
Mr.  Wyndham  against  it.  At  last  the  question 
being  put,  it  was  carried  to  agree  with  the 
Committee,  without  any  division  ; After  which 
the  question  was  put  upon  the  second  Resolu- 
tion, ahd  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  a Call  of 
the  House,  in  expectation  of  the  Excise.  Scheme 
being  brought  »».*]  Feb.  27.  The  order  of  the 
day  for  the  call  of  the  House  was  read,  mid  a 
motion  being  made  for  adjourning  it  'till  that 
day  fortnight, 


* The  following  is  Mr.  Coxe's  Account  of 
this  Scheme : 

“ I am  now  arrived  at  that  important  period 
in  the  life  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  which  relates 
to  what  is  usually  called  the  Excise  Scheme,  or 
in  other  words,  the  plan  for  subjecting  the  duties 
on  Wine  and  Tobacco  to  the  laws  of  Excise;  a 
measure  which  raised  a great  ferment  in  the  na- 
tion, because  it  was  perverted  by  the  malignant 
spirit  of  party,  -and  was  not  thoroughly  under- 
stood by  sober  and  impartial  persons;  but 
which  reason,  and  the  disinterested  voice  of  pos- 
terity has  sanctioned  and  justified. 

“ On  this  subject,  a judicious  writer,  [Tuc- 
ker's Elements  of  Commerce  and  Theory  of 
Taxes,  p.  148,  n book  printed  but  not  pub- 
lished,] who  well  understood  the  principles  of 
commerce,  has  observed,  ‘ without  entering 

* into  a defence  of  all  parts  of  his  conduct,  I 
‘ am  persuaded  that  impartial  posterity  will  do 

* him  the  justice  to  acknowledge,  that  if  ever  a 
‘ statesman  deserved  well  of  the  British  nation, 
‘ sir  Robert  Walpole  was  the  man.  Indeed, 

‘ the  only  true  way  of  discovering,  whether  we 
‘ are  advancing  or  retreating  iu  our  political 

* and  commercial  capacity,  is  to  compare  the 
‘ past  wil|h  th^  present,  and  to  ^xapiiue  w^e- 
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Sir  John  Rushout  stood  up,  and  spoke  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I do  hot  rise  up  to  oppose  putting  off  the  call 
of  the  House  till  this  day  fortnight;  that-I  shall 
easily  Bgree  to  ; hut  there  being,  as  1 imagine 
a certain  Scheme  or  Project  to  he  brought  into 
this  House,  which  seems  to  be  of  very  great 
consequence  to  the  whole  nation,  I wish  that 
the  call  of  the  House  may  be  appointed  to  be 
about  the  time,  when  that  scheme  is  to  be  laid 
before  us.  For  my  pnrt,  I know  nothing  about 
it,  1 cannot  tell  when  we  are  to  have  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  that  famous  project  ; but  I wish 
that  some  gentleman,  who  knows  more  of  it 
limn  I do,  would  get  up  and  fix  a day  when  he 
thinks  it  will  be  brought  in,  and  then  move 
that  the  call  of  the  Mouse  may  be  put  off  till 
that  day,  or  till  some  day  about  that  time. 

We  have  been  long  in  expcctntinn  of  seeing 
this  glorious  scheme,  which  is  to  render  us  all 
completely  happy  ; we  have  waited  for  it  with 
impatience  ever  since  the  beginning  of  this 
session  of  parliament ; we  imagined,  os  had 
been  insinuated  to  us  in  the  preceding  session, 
that  it  was  to  come  in  lieu  of  the  one  shilling 
in  the  pound  Land-Tax,  as  a supply  for  the 
current  service  of  the  year  ; hut  in  this  we 
are  disappointed;  that  measure  has,  it  seems, 
beeu  altered,  and  we  have  seen  this  ease  as  to 
the  Land-Tax  olherways  supplied.  Ido  not 
know  whether  the  Scheme  itself  has  lately  met 
with  any  alterations  or  amendments,  but  I hope, 
if  it  be  to  be  laid  before  us  this  session,  that  it 
will  not  he  put  off  till  towards  the  end  of  the 
session,  when  gentlemen  are  tired  out  with  at- 
tendance, and  obliged  to  return  home  to  mind 
their  own  private  affairs.  If  a scheme  of  that 


‘ titer  we  have  the  same  quantity  of  pernicious 

* taxes,  and  monopolizing  patents,  us  we  had 
‘ formerly.  If  we  have  not,  it  is  our  business 
‘ to  be  thankful  for  the  deliverance  we  have  re- 
‘ ceived,  and  to  unite  our  endeavours  to  be  freed 
‘from  the  remainder.  This,  is  real  patriotism 
1 ami  public  spirit. . 

‘ One  of  the  great  merits  of  sir  Robert  Wal- 
‘ pole,  and  in  w inch  perhaps  no  minister  ever 
1 approached  him,  was  that  of  simplifying  the 
‘ taxes,  abolishing  the  numerous  petty  compli- 
1 cated  imposts  which  checked  commerce  and 
‘ vexed  the  fair  trader,  and  substituting  in  their 

* stead  more  equal  and  simple. 

‘ But  to  omit  matters  of  lesser  note,  the  wisest 
‘ proposal  to*relieve  the  nation  jyns  the  Excise 
' Scheme,  by  means  of  which  the  whole  island 

* would  have  been  one  general  Free  Port,  and 
‘ a magazine  and  common  storehouse  for  all 
‘ nations. 

‘ It  was  not  indeed  a perfect  scheme  at  iti 
‘ first  appearance ; but  the  foundation  was 
‘ good,  and  a few  alterations  would  hare  ren- 
‘ dered  it  a most  useful  institution  for  the  pur- 
‘ poses  of  national  commerce.  But  the  busi- 
‘ ness  of  those  limus  was  not  to  alter,  mend,  or 

* improve,  but  to  oppose,  and  to  raise  a ter- 
£ tn^ntj  ^.But  peD|..in^it5  ^0|St  imperfect  ststa 
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consequence  be  at  all  brought  in,  it  certainly 
ought  to  be  brought  in  when  the  House  is  full, 
time  it  may  be  considered,  and  approved  or  re- 
jected, by  as  many  members  as  can  possibly 


‘ it  would  have  defeated  the  views  of  monnpo- 

* lists,  and  have  proved  of  great  national  ad- 
‘ vantage.  If  the  bill  had  been  so  worded  as 

* to  be  only  permissive,  not  compulsory,  every 

* man  in  the  kingdom  would  have  made  the 
1 Excise  Scheme  his  own  choice,  that  is,  he 
‘ would  have  preferred  the  method  of  putting 
‘ his  goods  in  a warehouse,  and  paying  the 
‘ duties  as  he  wanted  them,  rather  than  paying 
‘ the  duties  nil  at  once  at  the  custom-house. 
‘Asa  proof  of  this,  let  it  be  observed,  that  the 

* very  men  who  made  the  loudest  clamour 

* against  the  Excise  Scheme,  in  a few  years  pe- 
‘ titioned  for  a much  worse,  the  present  law 
‘ relating  to  tobacco;  which  is  allowed  on  all 
‘ hands  to  be  an  excise  scheme  in  effect,  and 

* to  have  inconveniences,  which  ■ the  Excise 
‘ Scheme  had  not.  But  to  give  some  salvo  to 
' the  matter,  the  word  Permit  is  changed  to 
‘ that  of  Certificate.’ 

“ Either  the  Excise  Scheme  was  not  such  as 
it  is  here  explained,  or  the  opposition  to  it  was 
founded  on  principles  of  error,  misrepresenta- 
tion, and  party.  Let  me  then,  be  permitted  to 
consider  hy  what  means  the  nation  in  general 
nns  induced  to  give  such  a decided  resistance 
to  the  bill,  and  to  make  as  public  and  as  loud 
rejoicings  when  it  was  relinquished,  as  upon 
the  most  glorious  national  victory  ever  gam- 
ed over  our  enemies  in  times  of  the  greatest 

“ In  attempting  to  develope  these  causes,  it 
may  be  expedient  to  trace  the  History  of 
the’  Excise  from  its  first  introduction  into  Eng- 
land, until  the  opening  of  Walpole’s  scheme. 

“ The  first  attempt  to  impose  it  was  made  in 
1620,  by  a commission  under  the  great  seal, 
issued  to  thirty-three  lords  and  others  of  the 
privy  council,  but  the  parliament  having  re- 
monstrated, it  was  judged  by  both  Houses  con- 
trary to  law,  and  the  commission  accordingly 
cancelled  by  the  King.  So  odious  was  the 
very  name,  that  if  we  may  credit  Howel,  sir 
Dudley  Carleton,  then  secretary  of  state,  hav- 
ing only  named  it  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
-with  a view  to  shew  the  happiness  which  the 
people  uf  England  enjoyed  above  other  nations, 
in  being  exempted  from  that  imposition,  was 
suddenly  interrupted,  called  to  the  bar,  and 
nearly  sent  to  the  Tower. 

“ During  the  civil  wars  in  1641,  parliament 
ventured  to  impose  an  excise  on  beer,  ale, 
cyder,  and  perry ; hut  although  they  pleaded 
absolute  necessity  in  excuse  for  this  expedient, 
and  continued  it  only  from  month  to  month  ; 

?.‘t  the  execuiion  of  it  raised  riots  in  London. 

he  populace  burut  down  the  Excise  House  in 
Smithfield,  and  nothing  but  a standing  army, 
adds  the  Craftsman,  would  have  forced  it  upon 
the  people  at  that  time,  when  they  were  greatly 
disaffected  to  the  king  qnd  &vourablg  jto  the 
parliament.  "ne<  11  g ' ,;f  ‘ ie  r'' 
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be  brought  together.  As  soon  as  the  time  for 
its  being  brought  in  shall  he  fixed,  and  tha 
call  of  the  House  accordingly  appointed,  then 
I shall  take  the  liberty  to  move  for  letters  to 


Although  Charles  the  First,  in  one  of  his 
declarations,' charged  parliament  with  imposing 
insupportable  tuxes  and  odious  excises  upon 
their  fellow  subjects ; yet  he  was  afterwards 
under  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  the  same 
expedient.  Accordingly,  excises  were  laid  on 
by  both  parties,  though  both  of  them  declared 
that  they  should  be  continued  only  till  the  end 
of  the  war,  and  then  abolished. 

“ Soon  afterwards  the  parliament  imposed  it 
on  sugar,  butcher's  meat, and  on  so  many  other 
commodities,  that  it  might  justly  he  called  ge- 
neral, in  pursuance  of  a plan  laid  down  by 
Pyuitn,  in  a letter  to  sir  John  Hothi.m  ; ‘ That 
‘ they  had  proceeded  to  the  excise  in  many  pnr- 
* ticulurs, and  intended  to  go  farther;  but  that 
1 it  would  he  necessary  to  use  the  people  to  it 
' by  little  and  little.’ 

“ At  the  Restoration,  the  Excise  was  abo- 
lished on  all  articles  of  consumption,  except 
beer  and  ale,  cyder  and  perry,  which  produced 
a clear  revenue,  according  to  Davenant;  of 
666,383/.  These  duties  were  divided  into  two 
equul  portions ; the  hereditary  Excise,  because 
granted  to  the  crowh  for  ever,  in  recnmpence 
for  the  court  of  wards,  purveyance,  and  the 
levies  abolished  hy  act  uf  parliament;  the  other 
the  temporary  Excise,  because  granted  only  for 
the  life  of  the  king. 

“ On  the  accession  of  James  the  Second, 
parliament  not  only  renewed  the  temporary 
Excise  on  bis  life,  but  also  increased  it  by  ad- 
ditional duties  on  nines,  vinegar,  tobacco, 
nnd  sugar,  which  however  were  suffered  to  cx- 

“ The  immediate  effects  of  the  revolution  were 
to  diminish  the  excises,  supposed  to  he  of  a na- 
ture peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  spirit  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution.  But  the  necessity  of 
raising  money  to  defend  our  religion  and  liber- 
ties became  so  urgent,  that  even  this  species  of 
imposition  was  adopted.  Excise  on  salt,  on 
the  distillery,  and  on  malt,  since  known  hy  the 
name  of  the  malt  tax,  were  then  first  intro- 
duced; an  additional  excise  on  beer  produced 
alone  440,000/.  and  the  sums  raised  by  those 
duties  during  the  reign  of  William,  amounted 
to  13,649,338/.  or  nearly  a million  per  annum. 

“ But  so  great  were  the  necessities  which  the 
war  on  the  Spanish  succession  intailed  on  the 
nation,  during  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  that  the 
aversion  to  the  excise  did  not  prevent  additional 
duties  on  several  articles  of  consumption,  and  it 
produced  in  her  reign  30,859,311 L or  nearly 
1, 738,375/.  per  annum. 

“ During  the  whole  reign  of  George  theTirst, 
no  excise  was  laid  on,  except  a small  duty  on 
wrought  plate,  under  the  administration  of  Sun- 
derland. But  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the 
country,  and  the  exemption  from  foreign  war. 
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the  sherifls,  as  liave  been  often  practised  on 
the  like  occasions.  Hereupon 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  stood  up  and  spoke  fls 
follows: 


8,340,0001.  perannuin.  Its  unpopularity  how- 
ever mis  not  abated  by  long  usage,  and  the  laws 
for  the  collection  were  necessarily  so  severe, 
and  so  often  exercised  in  preventing  frauds  anil 
finishing  smugglers,  that  they  were  considered 
y many  persons  as  encroaching  on  private  pro- 
perty ana  personal  liberty. 

“ Such  were  the  prejudices  conceived  against 
the  excise,  that  the  principal  writers  on  finance, 
government  and  trade,  from  the  revolution  to 
the  period  under  consideration,  almost  uni- 
formly condemn  it ; and  S plausible  notion  pre- 
vailed, that  as  the  real  income  of  every  country 
originates  from  the  land,  all  taxes  should  be  nt 
once  imposed  on  landed  property. 

“ Even  Davennut,  who  well  understood  the 
nature  of  taxes  in  general,  and  has  so  ably 
written  on  public  credit,  was  deceived  in  this 
particular.  Because  at  that  time  the  excise, 
had  the  effect  of  sinking  the  price  of  the  subject 
excised  instead  of  raising  the  price  of  the  pro- 
duce, lie  concluded  that  nil  excises  fall  ultimate- 
ly upon  the  land,  and  proposed  as  more  equit- 
able, the  poll  tax  and  land  tax. 

The  authority  of  Locke  also  contributed  to 

read  the  same  notion,  aud  his  opinion  against 
establishment  of  the  excise,  was  quoted 
with  due  effect  by  the  Craftsman.  Thnt  great 
philosopher,  whose  writings  tended  so  much  to 
expand  and  enlighten  the  human  mind,  had 
without  due  consideration  asserted,  that  all  im- 
position's on  articles  of  consumption  fell  ulti- 
mately upon  laud.  The  natural  consequence 
therefore  of  that  position  was,  that  any  addi- 
tional duties  on  wine  and  tobacco  could  notul- 
timaiely  ease  ihe  landholder,  and  therefore 
could  not  fulfill  the  intention  held  forth  to  the 
country  gentlemen,  as  an  argument  in  favour  of 
the  Bill. 

“ This  system,  though  exploded  by  n more 
intelligent  age,  had  a surprising  influence  on  all 
ranks  and  descriptions  of  men  at  that  time, 
wilt.:  the  principles  of  commerce  and  taxation 
were  little  understood  nnd  less  followed.  The 
opposition  laid  great  stress  on  this  argument ; 
and  in  conformity  to  the  existing  opinion,  sir 
William  Wyndhain  did  not  scruple  to  declare 
it  1 as  demonstrable  as  any  proposition  in 
' Euclid,  that  if  ve  -actually  paid  a land  tax  of 
‘ 10s.  in  the  pound,  without  paying  any  other 
* excises  or  duties,  our  liberties  would  be  much 
‘ more  secure,  aud  every  landed  gentleman 
‘ might  live  at  least  in  as  much  plenty,  and 
* might  make  a better  provision  for  his  family, 

‘ than  under  the  present  mode  of  taxation. 

“On  the  contrary  the  sagacity  of  Walpole 
led  him  to  perceive,  that  a tax  on  landed  pro- 
perty was  a grcuter  burthen  to  the  subject  than 
taxes  on  articles  of  consumption.  He  was  folly 
aware  tbac  the  excise  laws  obstruct  the  opera- 
tions of  the  smugglers  more  effectually  than  the 
laws  of  aibltoa 
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Sir ; As  to  the  Scheme  mentioned  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  spoke  last,  it  js  I 
tain  that  I have  a Scheme  which  I intend  very 
soon  to  lay  before  you.'  Iam  resolved  very  .1 

ing  cnxes  in  use,  was  more  burthensomt  upon 
trade,  and  more  expensive  to  the  merchants  I 
than  the  raising  of  them  by  excise,  and  that  it 
would  be  more  bencficiul  to  commerce,  and  I 
would  considerably  increase  the  revenue,  if  all 
or  the  greater  part  of  the  customs  were  converted  I 
into  excises.  But  ns  he  weH  knew  the  aversion  I 
which  theuation  entertained  against  the  excise  I 
and  us  lie  was  unwilling  to  deviate  from  his  own  I 
great  principle  of  government,  not  to  rouse  I 
things  which  are  at  rest,  he  proposed  gradually  I 
to  introduce  his  plan  by  abolishing  the  land  I 
tax,  and  substituting  other  methods,  until  he  I 
could  venture  to  come  forwards  with  the  pro-  ' | 
pusal  of  his  great  scheme  for  extending  the  ex-  • 

“ With  this  view  be  mnde  an  alteration  in  I 
the  duties  on  coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate  by  abo-  I 
lishing  tlie  import  duties  and  subjecting  them  m 
inland  dmies,  and  to  the  same  mode  of  collec-  I 
tion  as  is  practised  in  the  excise.  But  as  he  still  l 
suffered  them  tn  be  levied  as  customs,  und  pru-  I 
dently  omitted  to  nieiuimi  the  word  excise,  this  I 
amendment  met  with  ho  opposition,  and  in-  I 
cieased  the  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  chucolate  I 
about  120,000 1.  a year. 

“ For  ihe  same  purpose  he  proposed  there-  ] 
vival  of  the  salt  duly,  which  had  been  abolished  I 
in  1729,  because  be  conceived,  that  a revival  of  I 
excise  duties  on  commodities  formerly  subjected  ] 
to  that  mode  of  collection  would  not  be  regard-  I 
ed  with  so  jealous  an  eye  as  a new  impost  in  I 

“ But  though  he  thus  endeavoured  to  con-  I 
cenl  bis  intended  purpose,  yet  the  opposition  j 
penetrated  bis  scheme ; in  the  debate  which 
took  place  on  that  subject,  they  first  threw  down 
the  gauntlet,  and  dwelt  with  unabated  energy 
on  the  apprehensions  of  a general  excise,  as  the 
war  whoop  to  spread  an  alarm  throughout  the  I 
country,  nnd  ns  the  death  warrant  of  national  | 
liberty;  It  was  then  that,  provoked  by  the  pe- 
tulance of  his  adversaries,  and  entertaining  too 
great  a contempt  of  their  arguments,  with  mure 
spirit  than  judgment,  and  with  more  attention 
to  the  dictates  of  truth,  than  to  the  temper  of 
the  times,  he  anticipated  the  intended  mention 
of  his  extensive  views,  and  laid  down  the  great 
plan  beTore  it  was  sufficiently  matured,  and  be-  j 
fore  the  nation  was  able  to  consider  and  nppre-  j 
ciate  its  excellence.  He  unequivocally  declared  J 
that  the  land  tax  was  the  most  unequal,  most  j 
grievous, and  the  most  oppressive  tax  ever  known  I 
in  this  country  ; n tax  not  to  be  raised  but  in  I 
times  of  the  greatest  necessity  ; nnd  in  answer 
to  those  who  opposed  the  revival  of  the  salt  du-  j 
ties,  because  it  was  partly  levied  under  the  ex-  I 
rise,  he  ventured  to  declare  that  an  excise  » 1 
only  n word  for  n tnx  levied  in  a different  man-  I 
ner.  He  added, ' If  it  be  found  by  experience,  | 
‘ that  the  piesent  method  of  raising  our  taxes  u 
■^wriJW'  b'urtlicnsauit^upou'nBr1  trade,  and  more 
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soon  to  make  a motion,  for  this  House  to  go  I 
into  a Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  some- 
thing or  another;  I base  not,  indeed,  ns  yet  | 
fully  determined  wlint  my  moduli  shall  he,  hut 
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I suppose  it  will  be  for  this  House  to  go  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Stale  of  the  public  revenue, 
or  on  the  frauds  committed  in  the  collecting 
thereof,  or  on  tlje  frauds  committed  in  some 


‘ inconvenient  nnd  expensive  than  the  excise,  I 
* see  no  manner  of  reason  why  we  should  he 
‘ frightened  by  these  two  words,  ‘ general  ex- 
‘ cise,’  from  changing  the  method  of  collectiue 
‘ the  taxes  we  now  pay,  and  choosing  that  which 
‘ is  most  convenient  for  the  trading  part  of  the 

“ This  manly  avowal  of  his  sentiments  in 
fitvnur  of  the  excise  laws,  was  naturally  deem- 
ed by  opposition  the  prelude  to  his  adoption 
of  them,  and  magnified  into  a-  scheme  for  n 
’ general  excise  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

“ Aware  of  having  prematurely  advanced  no- 
tions which  the  age  could  not  comprehend,  a 

famphlet  was  published  on  this  suldcct,  under 
is  auspices,  infilled,  " Sume  general  considera- 
“ tions  concerning  the  alteration  and  improve- 
u roeiit  of  the  revenues in  which  an  attempt 
wnsmade  to  inform  the  people,  that  the  scheme 
was  founded  on  the  first  principles  of  commerce 
and  taxation,  null  in  no  degree  derogatory  from 
the  liberties  of  the  soli'iect. 

“ But  in  this  progressive  plan  lie  wns  baffled 
by  opposition,  who  employed  against  him  nil 
the  powers  of  wit  and  eloquence,  which  they 
ossessed  in  so  abundant  a degree  ; and  it  must 
c confessed  the  scheme  wns  nut  defended  with 
equal  energy  and  spirit.  The  notion  look  Lhe 
alarm  ; and  before  the  scheme  was  understood, 
even  before  it  was  formally  proposed,  the  wri- 
ters in  opposition,more  particularly  the  Crafts- 
man, delineated  such  a hideous  picture  of  the 
Excise,  os  raised  among  the  people  the  most 
terrible  npprehen«ions.  These  weekly  essays, 
collected  and  published  under  the  tide  of  “Ar- 
guments against  Excises,"  contributed  to  pervert 
tl.cjudgintut,  and  excite  the  rage  of  the  deluded 
multitude.  Against  the  united  shafts  of  so- 
phistry, wit,  and  ridicule,  adapted  to  the 
prejudices  and  conceptions  of  the  people, 
the  weapons  uf  sober  truth  and  reason  had  no 
effect. 

“ The  grand  object  ofthe  bill  was  to  give  ease 
to  the  lauded  .interest,  by  the  totul  abolition  of 
the  Innd  tax ; to  prevent  frauds  ; to  decrease 
smuggling  ; to  augment  the  revenue  : to  sim- 
plify the  tuxes,  and  facilitate  tlie  collection  of 
them  at  the  It nst  possible  expence. 

“ The  great  outlines  of  the  plan  were  to  con- 
vert the  customs  into  duties  of  excise,  and  to 
meliorate  the  laws  of  the  excise,  in  such  n 
manner,  as  to  obviate  their  abuses  or  pppret- 


those  necessaries  cheaper,  reduce  the  price  of 
labour.  The  reduction  of  the  price  of  labour 
would  diminish  thepriceof  home  manufactures, 
and  increase  thereby  the  demand  in  all  foreign 
markets,  by  underselling  those  ofolher  nations. 
The  free  importation  of  raw  materials  would 
reduce  the  price  uf  manufactures,  and  the  cheap- 
ness of  the  goods  would  secure  both  the  home 
consumption,  nod  a great  command  in  the  fo- 
reign markets;  and  it  wns  this  regulation 
which  induced  Tucker  to  stiy,  that  by  means  of 
this  scheme  the  whole  islaud  would  become  one 
general  free  port. 

“ So  much  for  the  commodities  untnxed.  But 
even  the  trade  uf  the  taxed  commodities  would 
be  augmented,  and  both  the  foreign  -and  home 
trade  would  enjoy  considerable  advantages. 
The  foreign  trade  would  be  benefited,  because 
tbe  commodities  delivered  out  of  the  warehouse 
for  exportation,  being  exempted  from  all  im- 
posts, would  he  perfectly  free  ; and  the  curry- 
ing trade,  under  these  regulations,  would  be 
higldy  increased.  The  home  trade  would  be 
benefited,  because  the  importer,  not  being 
obliged  to  advance  the  duty,  on-  the  commodi- 
ties delivered  for  interior  consumption,  uutill 
he  disposed  of  his  goods,  would  afford  to 
sell  them  cheaper,  than  ifhe  hud  been  obliged 
to  advance  the  duty  at  die  moment  pf  hupor- 

Such,  according  to  the  opinion  of  a very  ju- 
dicious writer  [Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  Vol. 
3.  p.  358,]  was  the  object  of  the  famous  Ex- 
cise Scheme. 

“ Preparatory  to  its  introduction,  a commit- 
tee had  been  appointed  to  inspect  into  the 
frauds  :md  abuses  committed  in  the  customs ; 
and  on  the  7th  of  June,  17S2,  sir  John  Cope, 
the  chairman,  presented  their  Report  to  the 
House.  Though  it  was  of  infinite  importance, 
and  of  so  great  length  as  to  comprise,  when 
printed,  103  pages  iu  folio;  yet  the  committee 
were  so  sensible  that  they  had  cot  fully  ex- 
plored all  toe  recesses  of  fraud,  and  had’  left 
great  part  of ; their  task  unaccomplished,  that 
they  accompanied  this  elaborate  document  with 
an  apology  for  its  imperfections,  in  which  diey 
observed,  that  die  shortness  of  the  session 
would  not  allow  them  to  moke  it  so  complete  as 
they  might  otherwise  have  done,  and  that  the 
number  and  intricacy  of  t he  various  frauds,  ren- 
dered a thorough  disquisition  almost  impiaeii- 


“ Such  were  the  object  and  general  outlines 
of  tbe  plan.  The  specific  propositions  were,  to 
divide  the  comrondiues  into  taxed  and  not 
taxed,  and  to  confine  the  taxed  commodities  to 
a few  articles  of  general  consumption.  To 
comprehend  among  the  untuxeil  commodities, 
tbe  principal  necessaries  of  life,  and  all  die  raw 
materials  of  manufacture.  The  free  importation 
•f  the  necerilirferof  'byrtmiierftlg'' 


in  this  report  they  adverted  to  the  frauds 
comoiitted  by  traders  in  tobacco,  tea,  brandy, 
and  wine,  und  in  the  course  of  it  displayed 
scenes  of  dishonesty,  perjury,  informing,  vio- 
lence, and  murder,  which  would  appear  to  sanc- 
tion almost  any  measure,  however  violent,  by 
which  so  horrible  a stigma  could  be  removed 
from  the  mercantile  body,  and  from  the  fiscal 
tew^Cfhiht^ubt?y'.!:''  jfrtiVeif  ‘ by  unde- 
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particular  branbh  or  branches  of  the  revenue;  it  as  a Supply  for  the  current  service  of  the 
it  must  be,  I believe,  a motion  to  some  such  year;  I was  always  sensible  that  no  such  thine 
purpose:  If  the  call  of  the  House  he  appointed  ' could  be  done;  but  if  it  be  agreed  to,  and  if  ' 
for  this  day  fortnight,  1 believe  1 shall  be  fully  I upon  a tidal  it  be  found  to  bring  in  anv  ad- 
determined  between  this  and  that  time,  and  so  | duion  to  the  public  revenue,  this  House'  may 
he  able  to  move  for  some  such  Committee ; 1 then  dispose  of  that  increase  in  the  following  I 
the  House  may  then  appoint  a day  for  going  session  of  parliament  as  they  shall  judge  pro- 
into  the  Committee  moved  for,  that  so  every  per;  fill  then  it  cannot  be  appropriated  be-  I 
member  may  have  notice  to  attend  if  he  cause  till  then  it  cannot  be  known  what  the 
pleases.  | amount  may  be.  When  the  amount  of  the  I 

I do  not  desire,  I never  did  desire  to  surprise  . increase  of  the  revenue  thereby  is  once  ascer- 
tllis  House  into  any  thing,  nor  had,  I thank  ' tained,  that  increase  may  then  be  brought  in  I 
God,  ever  any  occasion  to  use  the  low  art  of  aid  of  the  one  shilling  in  the  pound  Land-Tax  I 
taking  advantage  of  the  end  of  the  scssiou,  and  thereby  that  ease  mny  be  continued  to  the  I 
for  any  thing  1 had  to  propose  or  would  pro-  poor  laDd-liolders  for  years  to  come,  if  so  the 
pose  to  this  House  ; but  when  the  House  does  future  parliaments  shall  think  fit. 
resolve  itself  into  some  such  Committee  as  I As  for  the  Scheme’s  having  received  altera-  ! 
now  mention,  I will  then  lay  befdre  that  Com-  tionsand  amendments,  I do  not  know  but  it 
mitiee  a Scheme  (vhich  I have  long  thought  of,  may ; I never  thought  myself  so  wise  as  to 
which  is,  1 tun  convinced,  for  the  good  of  the  stand  in  no  need  of  assistance;  on  the  con- 
nation,  and  which,  if  agreed  to,  will  improve  trary,  I am  always  ready  to  receive  advice  and 
botli  the  trade  of  the  nation  and  the  public  re-  instruction  from  others,  and  1 shall  always  be 
venue.  I never  had  any  intention  to  propose  ready  to  add,  to  alter,  or  to  amend  any  thing 

; 1 have  thought  of,  by  the  advice,  and  upon  the 

niable  evidence,  that  by  perjury,  forgery,  and  — : I 

the  most  impudent  collusion,  in  the  article  of  ministration  ptoposing  measures  for  givingaddi- 
tobacco,  the  revenue  was  frequently  defrauded  tional  strength  to  government,  for  restraining  | 
to  the  amount  of  one  third  of  the  duties,  and  the  turbulent,  or  suppressing  fraud,  are  open 
that  in  many  cases,  .an  allowance  had  been  dis-  to  every  species  of  calumuy,  assailable  by  all  I 
honestly  obtained,  as  a drawback  on  re-expor-  the  weapons  of  eloquence,  wit,  ridicule,  person- 
tation,  exceeding  the  sum  originally  received  ality,  and  misrepresentation;  while  in  their  de- 
bygovernment, which,  in  the  port  of  London  fence,  they  are  restricted  to  the  use  of  those  to- 
only, sustained  by  these  means  a loss  of  100,000/.  pics  which  make  their  impression  only  by  force  1 

per  annum.  The  smuggling  of  tea  and  brandy  of  time  and  experience.  The  majesty  of  argu-  I 

was  conducted  so  openly  aud  so  audaciously,  mentative  eloquence,  and  the  glare  of  wit,  are 
that  since  Christmas  1723,  a period  only  of  nine  undervalued  when  eloquence  is  supposed  to  be  I 
years,  the  number  of  custom  house  officers  biassed  by  interest,  and  wit  is  divested  of  per-  ' 

beaten  and  abused  amounted  to  250 ; and  six  sonality  and  caustic  satire,  which  aloue  can  ! 

had  been  murdered.  251,350  pounds  weight  of  make  it  pleasing  to  the  multitude, 
tea,  and  652,924  gallons  of  brandy  had  been  “ The  writers  in  the  interest  of  opposition  I 

seized  and  condemned ; and  upwards  of  2,000  had  sounded  the  trumpet  of  alarm  from  one  end  I 

persons  prosecuted.  229  boats  and  other  ve#-  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other : they  asserted  that 

eels  had  been  condemned,  185  of  which  had  the  minister's  plan  would  not  tend  to  prevent  ' 

been  burnt,  and  the  remainder  retained  for  the  fraud,  decrease  smuggling,  or  augment  the  reve- 

service  of  the  crown.  The  smuggling  of  wine  nue;  but  would  destroy  the  very  being  of  Par-  I 

was  managed  with  so  much  art,  or  the  conni-  liament,  undermine  the  constitution,  render  the 

vnnee  of  the  revenue  officers  so  effectually  se-  king  absolute,  and  subject  the  houses,  goods, 

cured,  that  within  the  period  of  nine  years,  and  dealings  of  the  subject  to  a Mate  inquisi-  | 

only  2,208  hogsheads  bad  been  condemned,  tion.  They  represented  the  excise  ns  a won-  i 

though  it  appeared,  from  depositions  on  oath,  ster  feeding  on  its  own  vitals;  and  compared  it 
that  in  the  space  of  two  years,  4738  hogsheads  to  the  Trojan  horse,  which  contained  an  army  in  I 
had  been  run  in  Hampshire,  Dorsetshire,  and  its  belly. 

Devonshire  only,  and  on  inquiry,  SO  officers  “ Having  by  these  means  agitated  the  public  ] 
were  dismissed,  and  informations  entered  against  mind  to  a frenzy  of  opposition,  the  enemies  of 
400  persons;  38  were  committed  to  jail,  118  the  minister  were  anxious  to  follow  their  advan-  1 

admitted  evidence,  and' 45  had  compounded.  tage,  to  urge  him  to  bring  forward  his  plan  be-  1 

“ Notw  ithstanding  the  facts  contained  in  this  fore  the  people  had  leisure  lor  sober  reflection.  • 

report,  and  the  endeavours  used  to  enlighten  London,  and  many  places  in  the  country,  bad  I 

the  public  mind,  the  opposition  had  -been  so  given  express  instructions  to  their  representa-  | 

assiduous  and  successful  in  the  dissemination  tives,  to  oppose  the  excise  scheme  in  all  its  forms, 

of  slander  and  suspicion,  that  they  looked  for-  and  to  use  every  method  to  iuipedeits progress;  j 

ward  with  impatience  to  the  introduction  of  the  | and  the  members  were  so  nuxious  to  shew  that 

minister's  plan,  as  the  certain  means  of  triumph  they  had  not  been  unmindful  of  these  dictates,  I 

to  them,  mid  of  disgrace  to  him  : Indeed,  con-  , that  they  seized  every  opportunity,  long  before  | 

sidering  the  nature  of  the  contest,  they  could  | the  measure  was  officially  announced  to  die  j 

hardly  be  thought  too  sanguine  in  their  expec-  . house,  ol  adding  to  the  impressions  of  horror 

tatious  of^eyept^. fifiiWKiwW 
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information  of  those  who  nre  conversant  in 
such  affairs.  As  to  the  Scheme  now  talked  of, 
I have  not  only  examined  it  by  myself  as 
thoroughly  as  I could,  but  I have  taken  from 
others  all  the  assistance  and  advice  I could 
get;  and  in  all  ray  inquiries  in  relation  thereto, 
I have  chose  to  consult  with  those  who,  I knew, 
had  a perfect  knowledge  of  such  affairs,  and 
had  no  particular  interest  in  view,  nor  any 

Erivate  end  to  serve : From  those  who  tuny 
ave  by-ends  of  their  own,  I never  can  ex- 
pect impartial  counsel,  and  therefore  I have 
in  this,  os  well  as  every  other  affair,  thought  it 
ridiculous  to  usk  their  advice.  Such  as  it  is,  I 
shall  he  soon  ready  to  lay  it  before  you  ; then 
I shall  give  you  all  the  information  ’I  hove  had 
in  die  affair,  and  Will  be  most  ready  to-  hear 
and  receive  all  the  information  or  instruction, 
that  con  be  given  by  any  gentleman  iu  this 

It  is  certain  that  there  are  daily  very  great 
frauds  committed  in  the  collecting  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  and  if  any  way  can  be  fallen  on 
to  prevent  those  frauds,  and  to  ennblc  the  pub- 
lic to  receive  what  it  is  now  jusdy  and  legally  in- 
titled  to,  snch  a project  ought  to  he  embraced, 
, and  the  author  thereof,  whoever  be  mny  be, 
would  deserve  the  thanks  of  his  country  ; for 
it  would  not  only  be  a great  advantage  to  the 
public  revenue,  hut  to  every  honest  and  lair 
trader  in  the  nation  ; hocause  that  wherever  n 
tux  is  laid  on,  and  not  collected  regularly  and 
duly  from  every  man  snbject  thereto,  il  is 
really  making  the  fair  trader  pay  to  the  politic 
wlmt  the  fraudulent  trader  turns  into  his  own 
private  pocket,  and  thereby  the  smuggler  is 
enabled  to  undersell  the  fair  trader  in  every 
commodity  be  deals  in ; by  which  nil  the  fair 
traders  in  the  uation  must  be  at  last  ruined  and 
undone. 


Sir  William  Wyndham  replied. 

Sir; 

I have  not  the  honour  of  being  let  into  the 
secret  of  this  extraordinary  scheme,  I dq  not 
as  yet  know  wlmt  il  is ; but  by  all  that  I could 
ever  yet  hear  of  it,  I believe,  when  it  is  laid 
before  us  the  question  thereon  will  appear  to 
be,  whether  we  shall  sacrifice  the  constitution 
to  the  preventing  frauds  in  the  revenue?  This 
I take  to  be  a very  material  question,  and 
therefore  I think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  a full  Mouse ; for  which  reason,  I shall  be 
not  only  for  letters  to  the  sheriffs,  but  also  I 
hope  that  every  gentleman  in  this  House  will 
write  to  such  of  his  friends  in  the  country  as 
are  members,  and  intreat  them  to  give  at- 
tendance on  that  important  day. 


Sir  John  Barnard  spoke  next,  > 

Sir; 

Whea  the  honourable  gentleman  is  pre- 
pared to  lay  his  scheme  before  us.  I hope  he 
will  move  lor  some  general  Committee  ; if  be 
does,  I shall  not  give  the  House  any  trouble  ; 
but  if  he  moves  for  a Committee  to  consider 
the  frauds  in  any  particular  branch  of  the  re- 
venue, I shall  take,  the  liberty  to  oppose  it,  be-. 

You  VHL 


cause  there  are  frauds  in  every  branch  of  tho 
revenue  ; and  perhaps  I shall  be  nb[e  to  shew, 
that  there  areas  many  frauds  in  other  branches 
of  the  revenue,  ns  there  are  in  those  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  1ms  a mind  now  to  taka 
particular  notice  of.  I roust  tliiok  that  the 
uttaebing  our  inquiries  nt  present  to  the  frauds 
committed  in  any  particular  branch,  is  like 
singling  out  a deer  from  the  flock,  iu  order  to 
be  hunted  down  ; she  is  to  be  the  first  sacri- 
fice, but  the  whole  flock  are  ta  lie  huDtcd  down 
at  last  : This,  I believe,  is  the  case,  and  if  I 
have  been  rightly  informed,  this  scheme,  in  iu 
first  conception,  was  for  a general  alteration  of 
the  method  of  collecting  the  public  revenue  : 
It  was  for  a general  excise;  hut  that,,  it  seems, 
wus  afterwards  thought  too  much  at  once,  and 
therefore  we  are  now,  I suppose  to  single  out 
only  one  or  two  branches,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  first  hunted  down  ; but  the  very  some 
reason,  that  may  prevail  with  us  to  subject  any 
one  branch  of  Uie  revenues  to  the  laws  of  ex- 
cise, may  afterwards  prevail  with  us  to  subject 
every  branch  to  those  arbitrary  laws ; and  at 
such  laws  are,  in  my  opinion,  absolutely  incon- 
sistent with  liberty,  therefore  I must  think  that 
the  question  upon  this  scheme,  even  altered  us 
il  seems  it  is,  will  be,  whether  we  shall  endea- 
vour to  prevent  fraud*  in  the  collecting  of  tht 
public  revenues,  at  the  expence  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people  ? 

For  my  own  part,  I never  wnt  guilty  of  any 
fraud  ; I put  it  to  any  man,  be  he  who  he  will, 
to  accuse  me  of  so  much  as  the  appearance  of 
a fraud  in  any  trade  I was  ever  concerned  in  ; 
I am  resolved  never  to  he  guilty  of  any  Irnud. 
It  is  very  true,  that  these  frauds  are  a very 
great  prejudice  to  all  fair  traders,  and  therefore 
I speak  against  my  own  interest  when  I speak 
against  any  method  that  may  tend  towards  pre- 
venting of  frauds ; but  I shall  never  put  my 

Crivate  interest  in  bnlance  with  the  interest  or 
appiness  of  the  nation;  I bad  rather  beg  my 
bread  from  door  to  door,  and  see  my  country 
flourish,  than  be  the  greatest  subject  in  the  na- 
tion, and  see  the  trade  of  my  country  decaying, 
and  the  people  enslaved  and  oppressed. 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham  said, 

I wish  this  scheme,  be  what  it  will,  were  laid 
before  us  ; for  till  it  is,  I believe  we  shall  every 
day  be  falling  into  some  debateor  other  about  it, 
without  knowing  any  thing  ofic.  I do  not  know 
where  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  spoke 
last,  got  his  information  ; but  as  I have  had  the 
honour  to  converse  sometimes  with  those  who 
always  knew  most  of  this  scheme,  I can  assure 
him,  tbnt  there  never  was  any  such  tiling  in- 
terned as  a general  excise,  nor  was  there  ever 
any  design  of  making  a general  alteration  in 
the  method  of  collecting  the  public  revenue. 
But  I shall  not  nt  present  say  any  thing  farther 
upon  the  subject,  because  I think  it  a little  odd 
to  enter  into  debates  about  what  we  know  no- 
thing of. 

«.t  sPote  “ 


vindication  of  the  merchants  dealing  in  the 
nine  uuil  tobacco  trade 

After  which  the  question  wns  put,  and  the 
Call  of  the  House  Was  put  off  till  that  day  fort- 
night mid  it  was  ordered,  “ That  no  Member 
of  the  House  should  presume  to  go  out  of  town 
without  leave  of  the  House  ; That  no  leave 
should  be  asked  for  any  member  to  go  out 
of  town  hut  between  the  houra  of  one 
and  two:  And  that  Sir.  Speaker  should 
write  Circular  Letters  to  the  sheriffs,  and 
stewards  of  the  several  counties  of  Great 
Britain,  requiring  the  attendance  of  the  Mem- 
bers on  that  day  fortnight : and  that  the 
House  would  proceed  with  the  utmost  severity 
against  such  members  as  should  not  then  attend 
the  service  of  the  House.” 

Then  Air.  fiaiulys  moved  for  the  House  to 
resolve,  “ That  such  Members  of  that  House, 
who  should  absent  themselves  without  leave  of 
the  House,  should  be  reputed  deserters  of 
their  trust,  aud  neglecters  of  that  duty  they 
owed  to  that  House  and  rbeir  country." 

Hereupon,  several  members  got  up,  some  of 
whom  as  was  thought  to  have  seconded  this 
motion ; hut  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  was 
oib ted  to  by  Mr.  Speaker,  who  said,  “ That 
e was  against  the  motion  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  been  pleased  to  make,  as  being 
n very  extraordinary  one,  and  such  as  there 
was  then  uo  occasion  lor”  and  therefore  he 
moved  for  the  order  of  the  day,  which  motion 
was  immediately  seconded. 

Sir  John  Rushout  then  said,'  That  the 
motion  his  friend  (Mr.  Snndys)  had  made,  was 
perhaps  a little  extraordinary,  hut  it  was  upon 
a very  extraordinary  occasion,  and  not  without  ' 
precedent,  and  therefore  he  would  be  for  it. 
To  this 

Sir  William  Yortgt  replved.  That  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (sir  W.  Wyndhnm)  had 
said,  That  every  member  ought  to  write  to 
his  friends  in  the  country,  and  desire  them  to 
give  attendance  ; hut  if  the  motion  then  made 
should  be  agreed  to,  they  might,  in  his  opinion, 
save  themselves  the  trouble,  for  that  no  member 
then  in  the  country  would  think  he  liaji  one 
friend  in  the  House,  if  unyvsuch  resolution  i 
should  be  made  against  him.  Hereupon 
Mr.  Sandy*,  said,' That  what  he  had  moved 
fur,  was  so  far  from  being  without  precedent 
that  there  was  a precedent  for  it  very  lately, 
and  that  was  in  the  famous  case  of  Dr.  Sa- 
chevc-reil : that  when  that  nffair  was  before 
the  House  there  was  such  a Uesolmiou  inude, 
ami  from  thence  it  »«s  that' be  took  the  very 
words  of  the  motion  he  hud  then  made. 

Then  the  question  was  put  upon  Mr.  Wal- 
pole’s motion  li. r the  order  of  the  day,  because 
of  its  haying  boeu  seconded  before  Mr.  Sundys’s 
motion  was  secouiled,  and  that  being  curried 
in  the.  affirmative,  the  other  was  dropped  .of 
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Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  con- 
sider of  the  Mutiny  Bill, 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  moved,  " That  it  be  a# 
instruction  to  the  said  Committee,  that  they  do 
reduce  the  number  of  forces  to  12,000  ef. 
fective  men,  including  invalids,  &c.”  His  lord- 
ship  was  seconder!  by 

The  Earl  of  Winchehea,  who  shewed  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  keeping  np  so  great 
a number  of  regular  forces  within  the  kingdom 
in  time  of  peace;  and  among  many  others, 
which  be  enumerated,  this  he  said  was  one, 
“ That  it  made  ministers  of  state  more  daring 
than  otherwise  they  durst  venture  to  be,  both 
in  contriving  and  executing  Schemes  and  Pro- 
jects that  were  grievous  and  burthensome  to 
the  people ; schemes  that  never  could  enter 
into  the  heads  of  any  but  those  who  were 
drunk  with  an  excess  of  power.” 

The  Earl  of  Chesterfield  stood  up  and  said : 
My  Lords ; 

Whatever  may  be  the  bad  consequences  of 
keeping  op  a great  number  of  regular  forces 
in  any  country,  no  argument  drawn  from 
thence  can  be  any  way  applicable  to  the  num- 
ber of  regular  forces  proposed  by  the  Bill  now 
before  us  lo  be  kept  up : by  ibis  Bill,  my  lords, 
it  is  proposed  to  keep  up  only  17  or  18,000 
men  ; and  such  a small  number  is  so  very  far 
from  being  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  ibis 
nation,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  our  liberties,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  our  present  happy  constitution. 

We  most,  my  lords,  suppose  two'tliiugs,  be- 
fore we  can  suppose  that  the  regular  forces 
kept  up  may  be  of  any  dnngerous  consequences 
i to  our  liberties:  we  must  suppose  them  to  be 
so  numerous  as  to  be  able  to.  hold  the  whole 
! body  of  the  people  under  subjection ; and  we 
must  suppose  the  gentlemen  u.f  the  army  to  be 
all  of  them  such  abandoned  creatures,  as  that 
they  will  join  together  unanimously  in  the 
wicked-design  of  enslaving  their  native  coun- 
try : in  the  present  case,  neither  of  these  sup- 
positions can  be  made;  such  a small  number 
ns  that  of  17  or  10,000  men,  can  never  be 
supposed  to  be  able  to  bold  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  under  any  subjec- 
tion : we  have,  I hope,  many  hundred  thou- 
sands of  brave  men  in  Great  Britain,  who 
would  rise  in  arms,  and  would  soon  swnliow  up 
such  a hnndfuTof  men  ns  that  of  our  regular 
army,  if  they  should  but  once  he  suspected  of 
joining  in  any  design  against  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  And,  my  Ignis,  lliave  so  good  an 
Opinion  of  the  gentlemen  now  employed  in  the 
army,  that  I canrfof  suppose,  1 believe  no  lord 
in  this  House  can  suppose;  that  any  great 
part  of  them  would  join  in  any  wicked  design 
for  the  enslaving  of  their  tountry ; if  any  at- 
tempts were  to  be  made  upon  our  liberties,  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  army 
would  be  the  first  to  appear  against  such  at- 
tempts, and  would  join  heartily,  and,  1 hope, 
unanimously  in  the  defence  of  their  country. 

The  Marquis  o[  Taeedute  spoke  next : 
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My  Lords; 

I nm  so  far  from  being  of  opinion  that  the 
number  of  regular  forces,  proposed  by  this  Bill 
to  be  kept  up,  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
■preservation  of  our  constitution,  in  such  a 
time  ns  the  present,  in  a time  of  the  mo«t  pro- 
found tranquillity,  that  1 nm  thoroughly  con- 
vinced no  such’  number  would  be  necessary 
even  in  a time  of  the  most  raging  war;  trad, 
my  lords,  for  the  support  of  my  opinion,  1 
have  the  experience  of  all  past  ages.  In  the 
time  of  the  late  war  there  wns  never  any  such 
number  kept  up  within  the  kingdom,  mid  yet 
how  vain  were  all  those  attempts  that  were 
then  made  against  our  happy  establishment? 

■ The  unnatural  rebellion  that  wns  raised 
against  his  late  Majesty,  is  a convincing  proof 
how  little  necessary  it  is  to  keep  -up  such  a 
number  as  is  now  proposed:  there  was  then  a 
very  formidable  insuricetion  against  the  go- 
vernment, perhaps  as  formidable  nn  insurrec- 
tion as  ever  can  be  made  ngninst  o just  and  a 
legal  government,  and  yet  that  insurrection 
was  defeated  by  u very  small  handful  of  regular 
forces,  a much  less  number  than  what  is  now 
proposed  to  be  kept  up;  for  we  all  very  well 
know  that  that  rebellion  was  defeated  before 
the  arrival  of  any  of  the  foreign  troops,  which 
were  then  brought  into  the  kingdom.  The 
rehels  were  subdued,  and  all  were  soon  nfter 
obliged  to  submit,  or  to  fly  from  their  native 
country.  I wish  indeed  that  some  other  mea- 
sures had  been  afterwards  pursued,  with  re- 
gard to  those  who  were  engaged  in  that  unjust 
nnd  unnatural  affair;  the  government  might 
perhaps  have  made  a better  use  of  their  suc- 
cess ; for  if  I am  rightly  informed*-  there  was 
not  a shilling  of  the  forfeited  estates  ever  came 
to  the  use  of  the  public,  they  were  all  applied 
to  the  payment  of  those  commissioners  and 
officers,  who  were  employed  to  inquire  nfter 

It  is  not  easy  to  determine  exactly,  what 
particular  number  of  regular  forces  may  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  preserving  a just  go- 
vernment; but  I urn  sure,  that  the  best  way  of 
determining  is,  from  the  experience  of  past 
times ; and  whatever  number  may  be  necessary 
for  supporting  a just  government,  I am  assure, 
that  any  addition  made  to  that  number,  is  a 
step  towards  die  support  of  nn  unjust  aud  ap 
arbitrary  government.  The  number  now  pro- 
posed, is  not  the  only  thing  to  bo  regarded  in 
the  present  question  : it  is  true,  there  is  but 
18,000  proposed  to  be  kept  up,  hut  we  nil 
know  that  tit  the  manner  tliat  this  18,000  is 
modelled,  in  the  manner  they  are  kept  up, 
they  may  upon  any  emergency  be  speedily 
augmented  to  40,000  effective  men  : nnd  that 
number,  if  they  stood  unanimously  together, 
would,  I am  afraid,  be  able  to  support  and 
render  successful  any  attempts  ngaiust  the  li- 
berties of  the  nation,  notwithstanding  the 
great  numbers  of  brave  men  we  may,  1 hope, 
justly  brag  of  still  haring  in  Great  Britain. 

1 have  as  good  an  opinion  of  the  officers  now 
employed  in  tb--'iftrmy>lr.s  spj,itpaij.  ea»  hawtf; 
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1 have  no  doubt  but  that  they  would  he  ready 
to  oppose  any  attempts  ngninst  the  liberties  of 
their  country,  hut  they  are  not  immortal ; lior 
are  we  sure’  that  they  will  .always  he  con- 
tinued in  command,  or  thni-they  will  he  suc- 
ceeded by  men  of  the  same  virtue  mid  honour : 
if  any  prince,  or  any  chief  wii.ister,  should 
ever  form  designs  ngtimsi  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  to  be  Bure  lie  will  first  model  Hie  army 
lor- 1 hut  purpose  ; lie  will  dismiss  all  the  tutu 
of  honour,  and  will  put  creatures  ol  his  own 
into  their  room,  creatures  who  will  lie  always 
ready  to  execute  the  most  unjust,  the  most 
tyrannical  cinomiimls  lime  lie  can  possibly 
give:  this,  my  lords,  may  be  done  in  a mo- 
ment, and  thus  the  nntiJu  may  be  undone  be- 
fore any  man  can  fly  to  its  relief. 

As  1 have  said  i am  thoroughly  convinced 
that  the  number  of  regular  forces  liy  tins  Bill 
proposed,  is  much  larger  than  what  is  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  the  government,  or  for 
the  preservation  of  the  constitution ; i mutt 
therefore  think  that  the  keeping  up  of  so 
great  n number  is  a turning  that  civil  govern- 
ment, under  which  we  hare  for  so  many  ages 
preserved  our  liberties,  into  n military  sort  of 
government,  under  which  no  country  ever  did, 
it  is  impossible  that  any  country  ever  can, 
preserve  eirlu-r  their  liberties  or  their  proper- 
ties ; under  such  a government,  the  possessions 
of  every  man  must  entirely  depend  upon  the 
good-will  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  army ; 
tiie  poor  formers  and  tradesmen  mVist  submit 
to  be  plundered  mid  mnl-treated  by  every  com- 
mon soldier,  and  the  men  of  the  best  families 
in  the  nation  may  often  be  obliged  to  sue,  in 
the  most  humble  manner,  to  those  who  were 
formerly  their  footmen  or  men  ini  servants. 
This,  to  me,  mv  lords,  is  a most  teriihlo  state, 
and  therefore  I must  he  for  agreeing  to  the 
reduction  proposed. 

Then  the  Duke  of  Ncttcatllc  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

My  Lords; 

1 should  he  very  glad  to  agree  to  the  reduc- 
tion proposed,  or  in  any  reduction ; ifl  thought 
it  nay  way  safe  for  us  to  do  so ; hut.  my  lords, 

I have  n’lways  observed,  and  any  lord  may 
make  the  same  observation  from  the  expe- 
rience uf  times  past,  that  we  never  ns  vet 
made  any  rtclnciion  in  our  army,  hut  what  it 
encouraged  our  enemies,  bath  tic  home  und' 
abroad,  to  make  attentats  towards  disturbing 
the  peace  nnd  quiet  of  the  nation;  we  might 
perhaps  with  a less  number  be  able  to  de- 
feat any  insurrection  thnt  oould  I*  made 
ngaiust  the  government,  but  then  we  never 
could  he  at  quiet  for  nuy  considerable  time, 
tile  enemies  of  the  government  would  he  al- 
ways forming  plots  and  designs  against  us ; 
and  the  only  method  for  preventing  any  such, 
and  for  preserving  peace  among  ourselves,  is 
to  keep  up  such  a number  of  regular  forces,  uc 
may  take  away  from  such  men  all  hopes  - of 
success : the  number  uow  prupo>ed  is  the 
r]WSR,itelk!iffli&.ibBi#ffl^%SH&Witi1ftirlsoch  a 
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Salutary  end,  and  if  it  were  much  greater  than 
it  is,  there  would  bo  nothing  to  be  feared  from 
it  under  his  present  Mujesty  or  any  of  bis  il- 
lustrious family  ; the  present  royal  family  is 
established  upon  the  principles  of  liberty,  upon 
the  principles  of  the  revolution,  and  it  is  by 
such  principles  only  dint  they  can  support 
themselves:  the  support  of  the  present  royal 
faipily , and  the  support  of  the  liberties  of  the 
nation  depend  mutually  upon  one  another; 
they  so  necessarily  depend  on  one  another, 
that  neither  can  be  destroyed  without  involv- 
ing the  other  in  the  same  destruction ; nnd 
therefore  I never  can  have  any  fears  or  jea- 
lousies of  any  number  of  forces  kept  up  under 
his  Majesty  or  any  of  Iris  family. 

Last  year,  my  lords,  I observed  that  none 
of  your  lordships  declared  openly  against  keep- 
ing up  any  number  of  forces,  or  any  array  at 
all ; you  seemed  all  to  agree  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  some  regular  forces,  and 
yet  1 observe  that  all  those  who  then  ap- 
peared for  a reduction,  joiued  all  together  in 
voting  against  the  whole  Bill : they  were 
against  having  nny  Bill  at  all  for  the  punish- 
ment of  Mutiny  and  Desertion;  from  whence 
I must  conclude,  that  all  those  who  were  then 
for  a reduction,  chose  rather  to  have  no  Mu- 
tiny Bill,  nor  any  tegular  army,  than  not  to 
hnve  that  number  reduced  which  they  had  pro- 
posed to  be  reduced. 

I do  not  know,  my  Lords,  whnt  the  noble 
lord  meant,  when  he  talked  of  men’s  being 
drunk  with  an  excess  of  power;  I do  not  know 
any  man  that  is  so,  nr  that  has  nny  opportunity 
of  being  so ; nor  do  I know  of  any  schemes  that 
have  been,  or  that  are  to  be  attempted  or  exe- 
cuted, that  are  either  grievous  or  burthensome 
to  the  people.  I have  indeed  some  guess  at 
what  scheme  the  noble  lord  points  at,  hut  I 
believa  that  when  that  scheme  coines  before 
us,  it  will  appear  to  be  agreeable  to  the  people, 
at  least  to  all  the  honest  part  of  the  people, 
and  it  will  most  certainly  appear  to  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  nation  in  general.  If  the  gentle- 
men who  are  to  propose  it,  did  not  think  it  so, 
they  would  be  in  the  wrong  to  attempt  it,  I am 
sure  they  never  would  attempt  it;  but  if  they 
are  convinced  that  it  will  tend  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  trade  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  revenue,  I should  think  them 
very  weak  if  they  were  intimidated  by  those 
clamours  that  have  been  artificially  raised 
ngainst  it,  by  men  whose  private  interest  or 
malice  has  prompted  them  to  oppose  what  they 
must  know  to  be  for  tiie  public  good. 

It  is  true,  iny  Lords,  the  public  tranquillity  is 
to  all  outward  appearance  at  present  pretty  se- 
cure, but  our  tranquillity  both  at  home  and 
abroad  depends  upon  so  many  accidents,  that  it 
would  be  very  imprudent  in  us  to  make  any  re- 
duction at  least  for  this  year.  Even  at  present 
there  are  pei  haps  some  very  strong  reasons  for 
us  to  be  upon  our  guard ; we  may  perhaps  very 
soon  have  occasion  for  regular  forces,  but  I can- 
not, my  lords,  explain  myself;  I beg  leave  not 
to  doit;  |:i ho weyer^ T ina^ .saj[, thijt ^ never  wiUr 


be  for  reduction,  unless  the  public  tran- 
quillity shall  happrn  to  be  in  such  a state  as  may 
be  much  more  certainly  depended  on,  than  i 
can  be  at  present. 

It  is  certain  that  there  are  two  great  contend- 
ing powers  in  Europe,  between  whom  there  ij 
and  will  be  a constant  and  a perpetual  rivalship, 
so  that  it  is  impossible  for  us,  to  be  in  an  abso- 
lute cordial  friendship  with  both  at  one  time - 
whenever  we  fall  into  any  degree  of  friendship 
with  the  one,  we  must  always  expect  to  be  at 
a sort  of  variance  with  the  other;  while  ne 
keep  ourselves  in  a good  state  of  defence  at 
home,  we  shall  always  be  independent  uf  either, 
ne  need  never  be  obliged  to  court  the  friend- 
ship of  the  one  too  much,  and  we  may  con- 
temn any  variance  that  we  may  happen  to 
be  in  with  the  other;  but  if  we  should  strip 
ourselves  of  our  own  proper  defence,  we  must 
then  trust  intirely  to  one  of  those  powers  to  de- 
fend us  against  the  other,  by  which  means  we 
should  soon  be  brought  into  an  absolute  de, 
pendence  upon  one  of  those  powers,  and  should 
be  obliged  to  join  in  every  measure,  and  to 
agree  to  every  thing  that  such  power  could  pro- 
pose to  us.  And  as  I am  convinced  that  the 
number  of  regular  forces  now  proposed  to  be 
kept  up,  is  absolutely  necessary  lor  our  own 
proper  defeuce,  at  least  for  this  year,  therefor* 
I must  be  against  making  any  reduction. 

The  Earl  of  Strajfbrd  spoke  next: 

My  Lords, 

I shall  readily  grant  that  there  is  a continual 
rivalship  between  the  two  great  contending 

Cowers  of  Europe;  there  always  will,  I hope, 
e such  a rivalship:  for  if  ever  that  rivalship 
should  cease,  which  it  never  can  but  by  one  of 
them  being  swallowed  up  by  the  other,  It  would 
be  au  unlucky  thing  for  this  nation,  as  well  as 
for  all  the  rest  of  Europe;  but,  my  lords,  are 
we  to  keep  up  a numerous  standing  army  as 
long  as  that  rivalship  shall  cominue?  if  so,  we 
must  never  think  of  any  reduction : No,uiy 
lords,  that  rivalship  has  already  continued  for 
many  ages,  and  yet  we  have  always  supported 
ourselves  against  both,  without  having  ever  kept 
up  any  standing  army  ; this  new  sort  of  de- 
fence has  been  hut  lately  thought  on,  and  never 
can  be  a proper  defence  for  this  nation : Th* 
only  way  we  have  to  secure  ourselves  at  home, 
to  make  ourselves  considerable  abroad,  and  to 
force  a respect  from  both  these  contending 
powers,  i3  to  do  as  we  have  always  formerly 
done,  to  pat  our  whole  trust  in  our  natural 
strength,  which  consists  in  our  fleet,  nnd  in  the 
natural  bravery  of  our  men  in  general ; as  long 
as  we  trust  to  this,  nnd  observe  a neutrality 
as  to  both  these  contending  powers,  we  shall 
he  courted  by  both;  we  may  fall  in  sometimes 
with  the  one,  and  sometimes  wiili  the  other, 
according  as  may  best  suit  with  our  own  in- 
terest, and  with  the  circumstances  of  affairs 
at  the  time : By  such  a management  we 

shall  always  be  able  to  liojd  the  balance  of 
Europe  in  our  owu  hands,  and  nerer  will  have 
any  occasion  either  to  court  the  friendship,  or 
M (par  the  r€*entip|eut  of  any  power  on  eartb. 
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But,  my  Lords,  if  we  begin  to  pursae  con- 
trary measures;  if  we  be  always  the  hrst  to  enter 
into  alliances  with  tbe  powers  of  Europe,  anil 
the  original  contracting  parties  iu  must  treaties, 
we  thereby  give  the  p%ver  of  holding  the  ba- 
lance of  Europe  out  of  our  hands;  and  the 
neglecting  our  fleet  and  our  militia,  for  the  sake 
of  keeping  up  a standing  army,  will  soon  render 
ns  contemptible  to  evety  one  of  our  neighbours, 
unless  we  resolve  to  keep  up  a much  more 
numerous  army  than  wbal  is  proposed  by  this 
Bill,  and  such  a proposition  will  I hope  never 
be  approved  of  by  a majority  of  either  House 
of  Parliament. 

A Standing  Army  and  a Military  Law  has, 
my  Lords,  been  ulwnys  inconsistent  with  the 
liberties  of  the  people  : the  officers  and  soldiers, 
under  such  a regulation,  are  always  obliged  to 
give  the  most  implicit  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  their  superior  officers ; they  must  ob- 
serve and  execute  the  orders  they  receive  with- 
out nny  reserve  or  hesitation  ; they  must  not 
inquire  whether  their  orders  be  according  .to 
law  ; if  they  do,  they  are  guilty  of  mutiny,  and 
may  be  immediately  shot  for  any  such  disobe- 
dience. The  chief  commander  of  an  army 
mu9t  always  be  vested  with  an  arbitrary  and 
absolute  power  over  tire  army,  and  if  bis  army 
be  numerous,  he  may  easily  by  their  means  ex- 
tend his  power  over  the  whole  people  of  ibe 
country  where  such  army  is  kept  up  ; and  there- 
fore, my  Lords,  in  all  countries  where  the  peo- 
ple have  any  regard  to  their  liberties,  they  ought 
never  to  keep  up  a greater  number  of  regular 
forces  than  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  government,  and  for  tbe  preserva- 
tion of  i he  country  against  any  sudden  invasion 
or  inroad  that  may  be  made  hy  a foreign  ene- 
my. In  this  country  we  have  the  happiness  to 
be  surrounded  by  the  sea,  we  know  how  dif- 
ficult and  expensive  it  is  lo  make  any  invasion 
upon  us  with  any  great  body  of  men  ; any  such 
invasion  we  must  hare  a timely  warning  of,  and 
by  having  our  militia  in  good  order,  and  our 
uien,  us  they  were  formerly,  all  trained,. lip  to 
arms  and  military  discipline,  we  should  ulways 
be  able  to  draw,  upon  any  occasion,  aud  in  any 
place  within  ihe  island,  » great  army  tone: her, 
to  oppose  our  enemies;  if  they  should  happen 
to  have  the  good. fortune  to  escape  our  fleet  at 
sea.  In  our  present  circumstances,  my  Lords, 
aud  considering  the  happy  vitiation  ofour  coun- 
try, I must  be  of  opinion,  that  l'.’.OOO  men  are 
abundantly  sufficient  for  all  the  good  uses  we 
can  have  for  them,  and  therefore  I shall  give 
my  assent  to  tbe  reduction  proposed. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  replied. 

My  Lords ; 

I agree  with  those  lords  who  say,  we  ought  to 
•rust  to  our  fleet ; we  have-  good  reason  to  do 
to,  and  we  accordingly  do  put  a great  confi- 
dence in  onr  fleet.  It  is  liappy  Torus  that  wears 
surrounded  with  tbe  sea,  for  otherwise,  if  there 
were  any  communication  by  land  between  our 
neighbours  and  us,  instead  of  the  small  number 
of  regular  forew  now  pK^fow'd  feept  ef  ;" 


it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  up  at  least  three 
times  tbe  number : let  us  consider  the  great 
armies  that  are  kept  on  foot  by  our  neighbours: 
uud  then  we  must  conclude,  tliat  if  they  could 
invnde  us  by  land,  a regular  army  of 60,000  men 
would  liardly  be  sufficient  for  our  defence  ; and 
besides  this,  my  Lords,  we  should  be  obliged  to 
be  at  a great  expence  in  fortifying  all  our  cities 
and  towns,  to  prevent  our  country's  being  over- 
run by  any  sudden  invasion,  or  after  any  un- 
fortunate battle.  These  misfortunes  and  charges 
we  are  kept  free  from,  by  being  surrounded  by 
the  sea,  and  as  long  as  we  have  a fleet  superior 
to  nny  one  of  our  neighbours,  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible for  them  to  invade  us  with  any  consi- 
derable armament ; but,  ray  Lords,  we’  are  not 
to  trust  intirely  to  our  fleet  for  protecting  us 
against  a smull  force  ; a small  fleet  may  be  so 
speedily  prepared,  an  invasion  wilh  a small 
force  may  be  so  suddenly  made,  that  the  troops 
may  be  landed  before  we  have  nny  account  of 
their  emharkatinn  ; at  least  such  a small  fleet 
may  be  got  out  to' sea,  before  we  have  any  ac- 
count of  their  design  ; and  if  they  be  once  got 
into  the  wide  ocean,  it  is  well  known  how  easily 
they  may  escape  being  met  with  by  our  fleet. 
If  such  a thing  should  happen,  if  ever  a small 
number  of  regular  forces  should  he  landed,  and 
we  had  no  regular  forces  to  oppose  them  at 
their  landing,  what  wonld  be  tbe  consequence  ? 
Why,  my  Lords,  we  migbi  be  subdued  before 
we  could  have  it  in  our  power  to  make  nny  re- 
sistance; for  it  i9  not  lo  be  supposed,  that  the 
militia  of  this  or  any  country  could  make  any 
resistance  against  a hotly  of  regular  veterans  ; 
numbers  of  men  are  very  little  to  be  depended 
on ; the  men  may  be  personally  brave,  but  if 
they  want  discipline,  a very  numerous  body  of 
men  may  be  easily  defeated  by  a handful  o'f  re- 
gular soldiers : this  we  may  be  convinced  of 
from  history ; this  we  may  see,  my  Lords,  if  we 
but  attend  to  wlmt  happens  every  day  iu  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

I have,  my  Lords,  heard  gentlemen  contemn 
the  Spanish  armada,  which  was  fitted  out  in 
queen  Elirabeth’s  time  against  this  nation ; bnt 
in  my  opinion,  it  was  lucky  for  this  country 
that  they  never  got  to  the  shore;  they  had,  my 
Lords,  16,000  veteran  troops  on  board,  which 
were  to  have  been  reinforced  with  ns  many 
more  as  soon  as  tbe  fleet  could  return  to  fetch 
them  : I am  afraid,  if  that  armada  Imd  not  met 
with  the  fate  they  did  at  sea,  if  they  had  not 
been  dissipated  by  storms  and  winds,  that  wise 
queen  would  not  have  found  a great  deal  of 
safety  in  tbe  militia  which  she  had  raised,  she 
would  have  found  evgn  the  greatest  number  of 
them  but  a very  unequal  match  for  sach  a body 
of  well  disciplined  veterans : aud  bnt  lately,  my 
Lords,  we  were  again  in  great  danger  from  the 
same  country ; then  indeed  they  did  not  pretend 
to  be  a match  for  ns  at  sen,  and  for  that  reason 
they  prepared  for  an  invasion  upon  us  wi:b  a 
small  number  of  troops ; and  they  did  it  so 
privately  and  so  speedilv,  that  they  might  huvo 
been  landed  before  we  knew  any  thing  of  their 
dilsq't!jhlflli&'iil  fleet  !»lti  'btlVagnSifhecn  dis- 
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sipated  by  stohns : they  had  then,  it  is  true, 
but  n small  number  of  regular  forces,  but  few 
as  they  were,  if  we  had  had  no  regular  forces  to 
have  opposed  them,  they  would  hove  been  suf- 
ficient for  the  design,  considering  the  great  as- 
sistance they  would  hare  got  from  the  disaf- 
fected, and  the  great  numbers  even  of  our  own 
men  that  would  have  joined  them  at  tlicir  land- 
ing : even  notwithstanding  the  regular  forces 
we  then  had  on  foot,  vve  do  not  know  what 
would  have  been  the  consequences  of  their  land- 
ing, it  would  at  least  have  involved  our  country 
in  a civil  war;  our  liberties,  our  properties,  and 
all  that  is  dear  to  us  would  have  again  been  at 
stake,  we  must  again  have  contended  for  them 
in  a doubtful  field  of  battle.  Such  designs,  my 
Lords,  will  always  be  forming  against  us,  if  we 
reduce  our  army  too  low,  nnd  some  such  design 
or  other  would  probably  be  the  consequence  of 
our  agreeing  to  the  reductiou  proposed. 

It  is  certain,  my  Lords,  thnt  every  country 
must  have  something  to  trust  to  for  its  defence 
against  its  enemies;  it  must  have  some  force, 
some  power  to  protect  it  against  invaders;  if 
it  has  not  a regular  army  of  its  own  subjects  to 
trust  to,  there  must  be  some  other  power  sub- 
stituted in  the  room  thereof.  For  my  part,  1 
have  considered  this  question  as  much,  I be- 
lieve, as  any  man  ever  did;  I have  conversed 
with  a great  many  gentlemen  upon  the  subject, 
and  I have  read,  I believe,  all  that  ever  was 
wrote  upon  the  head ; anil  the  whole,  in  my 
opinion,  may  be  reduced  to  these  three  expe- 
dients, which  are  proposed  in  the  room  of  a 
standing  army  of  our  own  subjects;  to  wit,  our 
fleet,  our  militia,  or  au  army  of  foreign  aux- 

As  to  our  trusting  altogether  to  our  fleet,  the 
experience  of  all  ages  shews  us  the  precarious- 
ness of  such  a dependence;  besides  the  in- 
stances I have  already  given,  we  know  what 
danger  we  were  in,  in  the  year  1708.  The 
invasion  designed  npon  us  nt  that  time  might 
very  probably  have  taken  effect,  notwith- 
standing our  fleet,  if  the  French  commanders 
had  had  general  or  discretionary  orders,  but 
happily  for  us  they  had  peremptory  orders  to 
land  only  at  such  a particular  place;  and  it 
not  being  in  their  power  to  land  at  that  place, 
their  orders  did  not  permit  them  to  land  nt 
any  other.  In  that  country  the  custom  then 
was,  for  the  king’s  council  and  ministers  to  di- 
rect both  their  generals  and  their  admirals  in 
every  particular  part  of  their  conduct ; a lady 
perhaps  gave  directions  to  the  general  when  to 
fight,  and  a secretary  of  state,  who  perhaps 
never  saw  a ship  in  his  life,  gave  orders  to  their 
admiral  how  tosnil : to  this  it  was  wc  owed  our 
safely  at  that  time,  for  by  the  orders  their  ad- 
mirni  had,  he  could  uot  well  avoid  being  met 
with  by  our  fleet;  but  this  was  not  the  only 
thing  that  then  saved  us  from  luring  a civil 
war  kindled  up  in  tiie  bowels  of  our  native 
country  ; that  invasion  might  have  taken  effect, 
that  fleet  might  have  sailed,  and  die  troops 
might  have  been  landed  according  to  those  pee 


fitted  out  a fleet  to  have  intercepted  them,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  a private  pique  or  a sort  of 
jealousy  between  two  great  ladies  at  the  court 
of  France,  bv  which  their  preparations  at 
Dunkirk  were  retarded,  and  their  fleet  kc-pt 
from  sailing  for  several  weeks;  whereby  »e 
had  time  to  prepare  for  their 'reception,  and 
to  fit  out  that  fleet  which  prevented  their 
landing  nt  the  place  they  were  ordered  to. 

Even  the  happy  Revolution,  thy  Lords;  is  on 
instance  how  little  a fleet  is  tn  be  depended  on  ■ 
it  is  well  known,  that  king  William,  in  his  way 
to  England  at  that  time,  came  in  sight  of  the 
English  fleet  which  was  well  provided,  nnd  able 
enough  to  have  fought  him;  but  the  winds 
were  so  contrary,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
English  fleet  to  come  up  with  the  Dutch;  if 
they  had,  my  lords,  that  glorious  attempt,  hy 
which  we  recovered  our  liberties,  might  have 
been  defeated:  by  this  accident  we  then 
recovered  our  liberties,  but  if  we  should  ever 
resolve  to-  trust  iutirely  to  our  fleet,  the 
same  accident  may  hereafter  he  the  cause  of 
our  losing  them. 

The  second  expedient  proposed  in  the  room 
of  a standing  army,  is  the  militia  : • now,  ray 
lords,  considering  the  present  state  of  our  mi- 
litia, I believe,  it  will  not  he  pretended  that 
we  can  trust  to  them ; I confess,  my  lords,  that 
the  militin  of  a country  may  be  brought  under 
snclt  exact  discipline,  as  to  make  them  almost 
equal  to  any  regular  troops;  but,  I believe, 
such  a thing  is  not  to  he  done  in  this  country: 
we  now  see  how  much  grumbling  is  occasioned 
by  the  militia’s  being  called  out  to  exercise  but 
once  a year:  and  from  thence  wc  may  judge 
what  would  be  the  consequence  if  they  were  to 
he  called  out  once  or  twice  a week,  which 
would  be  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  keep 
them  always  so  well  disciplined  ns  that  they 
might  be  depended  on  for  immediate  service 
upon  any  occasion.  1 have,  my  lords,  often 
heard  it  insisted  on,  that  the  keeping  up  of  a 
standing  army  raises  disaffection  to  the  govern- 
ment; this  I cannot  agree  with,  but  from  what 
I daily  see,  I must  conclude,  that  the  laying  the 
whole  militia  of  the  kingdom  under  a necessity 
of  marching  out  to  exercise  once  or  twice  every 
week,  would  raise  a most  ternble  disaffection 
against  the  government ; and  the  disaffection 
would  he  the  more  terrible,  because  the 
disaffected  would  not  only  have  arms  in  their 
hands,  but  would  have  some  sort  of  skill  in 
using  them. 

I have,  my  Lords,  seen  a great  many  pro- 
jects for  keeping  the  militia  under  a good  dis- 
cipline, but  in  my  opinion,  every  one  of  them 
would  in  this  country  prove  to  be  impracti- 
cable, ineffectual,  or  much  more  expensive  to 
the  public  than  the  regular  army  now  kept  up. 
But,  my  Lords,  supposing  such  a project  to  be 

Eructicable,  supposing  that  the  militia  could  be 
ept  under  exact  discipline,  what  is  the  dif* 
ference  as  to  our  liberties  ? Is  n soldier  in  a red 
coat  more  dangerous  to  our  liberties  than  a 
soldier  in  a black,  a blue,  or  a white  coat?  For- 
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than  I can  see  in  any  other  colour,  nor  can  I 
think  that  an  army  iii  red  ib  more  terrible  or 
i mine  daugerous  to  our  liberties  than  an  army 

I iii  black ; 1 do  nut  know,  indeed,  but  the  latter 
may  be  the  most  dangerous  of  the  two;  they 
thrive  certainly  done  much  more  mischief  to 
' mankind,  and  to  this  country  in  particular.  As 
to  the  power  of  the  king,  it  is  the  same  over  the 
I militia  that  it  is  over  a standing  army ; he  bus  an 
j absolute  command,  and  names  all  the  officers  in 
1 the  one  as  well  as  in  the  other ; and  if  he  were 
to  make  any  attempts  upon  uur  liberties,  would 
it  not  be  as  easy  fur  him  to  model  the  militia, 
as  it  would  be  to  model  the  army  ? 
i As  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army’s 
being  obliged  to  obey  the  orders  they  receive 
I from  their  superior  officers,  without  any  limita- 
tion or  controul,  it  is  certain,  niy  lords,  they 
are  not  : they  are  obliged  to  obey  only  legal 
orders  ; if  they  should  receive  any  illegal  coiii- 
1 mauds,  they  may  disobey  -with  impunity.  If  I 
were  at  the  bend  of  my  regiment,  nnd  should 
order  them  to  shoot  a gentleman  innocently 
, passing  ty,  might  not  my  regiment  refuse  to 
obey  any  such  orders?  Can  it  be  said  that 
they  would  he  found  guilty  of  mutiny,  or  be 
condemned  to  he  shot  by  a Court  Martial  for 
such  refusal  ? No,  mv  lords,  thc-ir  conduct 
would  be  approved  of  by  any  Court  Martial, 

1 their  disobedience  would  be  commended,  and 
' the  only  person  to  be  condemned,  would  be  he 
who  gave  the  illegal  orders.  The  officers  and 

(soldiers  of  the  army  are  therefore,  in  this  as 
well  ns  in  most  other  respects,  upon  the  same 
footing  with  those  of  the  militia,  or  at  least 
Upon  the  same  footing  that  the  militia  must  be 
put  on,  before  they  can  be  mode  useful  for  the 

[defence  of  the  uaiion. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears,  that  with  res- 
pect to  our  liberties,  a standing  army  of  our 

Sown  subjects  can  be  no  more  dnngerous-than  a 
well-ordered  and  a well  disciplined  militia; 
and  by  late  experience  we  find,  that  they  be- 
haved after  the  same  manner,  when  they  found 
|P  that  attempts  were  making  against  the  liberties 
of  the  nation  : in  the  reign  of  thfr  late  king 
[ James,  the  army  -behaved  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  militia  had  done  under  his  father.  It 
v is  a sort  of  article  of  faith  among  some  people, 
to  believe  that  no  attempts  were  made  against 
our  liberties  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I. 

,,  Bur,  my  Lords,  the  case  is  so  far  otherwise, 
that  his  whole  reign,  at  least  From  the  begin- 
ning to  the  year  1041,  was  a continued  scene  i 
of  the  mostnrbitrary  and  oppressive  measures  | 
that  were  ever  pnr'uet!  in  any  country  in  Eu- 
rope ; what  by  tiis  court  of  star  ehmnbrr,  and 
by  his  spiritual  courts  (of  these  last,  I think, 
my  birds,  we  have  some  still  remaining)  did 
not  he  oppress  t|ie  subject  in  the  most  unpre- 
cedented manner  ? Ercu  the  firsr  set  of  minis- 
ters he  had,  began  to  encroach  upon  the  libcr- 
i ties  of  their  country  ; hut  niter  them  he  got  a 
spiritual  prime  minister,  an  archbishop,  who 
soon  drove  the  nail  to  the  head,  and  laid  the 
people  under  a necessity  of  taking  arms  in  de- 
fence of  tbeiPiiliWHnsgiaMy>^HutQgw-:i  (fours 


king  and  his  ministers  had  taken  all  possible 
care  to  model  the  militia,  he  bad  the  supreme 
command  over  them,  he  had  named  such  of- 
ficers over  them  as  he  thought  would  do  what- 
ever be  pleased,  but  what  was  llie  couse- 
<|uence  ? When  affairs  were  come  to  this 
crisis,  that  they  saw  they  must  fight  either  for 
the  liberties  of  the  people  or  against  them, 
many  of  those  officers  the  King  had'  Darned 
took  party  against  him,  and  the  orders  of  thosa 
v ho  appeared  for  him  were  in  many  places 
despised  by  the  private  meD.  The  army  under 
bis  son  behaved  in  the  very  same  manner,  and 
it  will  always  be  so  ; in  the  case  of  a civil  war, 
the  army  being  part  of  the  people,  they  will  cer- 
tainly behave  as  the  people  do ; they  will  di- 
vide, and  every  man  will  join  that  party 
which  he  thinks  most  in  llie  right. 

Noiv,  my  loros,  ns  to  auxiliary  troops,  I 
believe  no  roan  will  pretend  tliat  we  ought  to 
keep  a standing  army  of  foreign  auxiliaries 
within  the  kingdom,  and  if  we  should  upon 
any  occasion  call  any  such  to  our  assistance, 
wo  are  not  very  sure  that  they  will  go  out 
again  at  our  desire  : It  has  been  most  justly 
observed  by  a very  great  author,  that  whatever 
country  trusts  her  defence  to  foreign  auxiliaries 
must  become  the  slave  of  those  in  whom  she 

fmts  her  trust.  But,  my  Lords,  supposing  that 
breign  auxiliaries  called  in  to  our  assistance, 
would  always  leave  us  whenever  we  had  ■ 
mind ; yet  experience  has  sheivu  us,  that  we 
cannot  always  depend  on  their  coming  to  our 
assistance  ns  soon  as  called.  The  late  unna- 
tural rebellion  afforded  us  an  instance  of  this  ; 
that  rebellion  which  broke  out  against  his  late 
Majesty  soon  after  hia  accession,  nnd  I am  sure 
he  lind  done  nothing  to  deserve  that  treatment, 
he  had  done  injustice  to  no  man,  he  lind  made 
no  encroachment  upon  our  liberties,  yet  such  a 
dangerous  insurrection  broke  out  against  him, 
nnd  we  bail  at  the  same  time  so  few  troops  of 
our  own,  that  we  were  obliged  to  send  _ to 
our  nllies  for  that  assistance  which  they  were 
engaged  In-  treaties  to  give  us:  Unluckily,  it  bad 
happened  tliat  the  Dutch,  for  some  time  before 
lmd  been  so  much  addicted  to  that  political 
maxim  of  reducing  their  army,  tliat  they  were 
not  in  a condition  to  make  good  their  engage- 
ments to  us : When  "we  applied  to  them,  we 
were  answered,  that  they  had  no  more  than 
was  absolutely  necessnry  for  maintaining  their 
garrison ; so  tliat  we  were  obliged  to  hire 
troops  in  Germany,  and  to  wait  till  they 
marched  down  to  the  Dutch  gnrrisons,  before 
we  could  have  a man  of  the  Dutch  troops  to 
march  to  our  nssiltimce  : And  \\e  lmd  at  that 
time  so  few  troops  of  our  own,  that  for  some 
1 time  after  my.  arrival  in  Scotland,  I had  but 
1C00  men  to  make  bead  against  almost  ns  many 
thousands,  tlieu  up  in  arms  in  that  country 
again  the  government.  It  is  very  wrong  to 
imagine  that  in  time  of  danger  the  whole*  re- 
Eular  army  we  have  'can  be  brought  together, 
they  musr  in  such  cases  be  divided  in  several 
detachments,  nod  a detachment  left  at  every 
'dtunffed,  a a 
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.that  even  from  the.  numbecnotv propped, , it 
.would  pot  be  possible  to.fdrm.a  l(oilj;  of  five  or 
six  thousand  men  in  aiiy  part  of  the  kingdom, 
except  jus;  about  th.e  .city  of, linden..., 

In  the  late  affuir,  the  Dutch  auxiliaries  did  j 
,f}t  lastarciyc,  though, not  till  after  the  rebelliop 
was  in  a great  measure  defeated.  But^m.v 
lords,  I shnir  never  thjsire  to  see'.any  nitire  fo- 
reign auxiliaries  in  this  country had  been 
long  iu  the.  service  of  the  States  General,  1 was 
once  a general  in  their  army, from  whence  pn.e 
would  expect  that  I might,  naye  had  as  much 
authority  over  their  troops  as  riny  British  gene- 
ral could  .have ; and  yet  I had  a very  great 
.deal  of  difficulty  to  keep  them  in  any  tolerable 
order : They  were  mighty  apt  to  mistake  a 
friend  for  a foe,  especially  jf  they  saw  any 
thing  that  was  worth  taking.  I was  an  eyewit- 
ness of  the  many  hardships  our  best  subjects  suf- 
fered from  these  foreign  auxiliaries ; I then  did 
what  I could  to  remedy  them,  and  in  order  to 
prevent  any  such  for  the  future,  I shall  always 
be  against  any  measure,  which  tnay  tend  to- 
wards laying  the  government  uuder  a necessity 
of  calling  in  foreign  auxiliaries. 

I cannot  imagine  how  some  people  have  got 
info  that  way  of  thinking,  that  the  liberties  of 
all  the  countries  in  Europe  have  been  over- 
turned by  standing,  armies ; I tlo  not  know 
one  country  in  Europe  whose  liberties  have 
been  overturned  by  their  standing  army.  It  is 
a mistake  to  say  so  of  the  Romans ; the  liberties 
of  Rome  were  in  a great  measure  overturned, 
by  the  luxury  and  corruption  that  hnd  crept  in 
among  the  people  long  before  the  lime  of  J ulius 
Cmsar ; and  in  his  time,  their  standing  army 
were  so  far  from  being  the  only  means  of  over- 
turning the  liberties  of  Rome,  that  the  greatest 
part  of  the  standing  army  joined  against  Julius 
Cffisar;  but  be  bad  a devilish  head  of  his  own, 
so  that  by  his  own  good  conduct,  and  the 
bravery  of  his  troops  he  got  the  better  of  his 
enemies,  though  they  had  the  greatest  numbers 
even  of  regular  troops  of  their  side.  If  the 
Romans  at  that  time  had  had  no  standing  army, 
would  not  the  people,  would  not  the  very  mob 
have  done  the  same  ? Every  man  who  had 
courage,  or  who  could  be  persuaded  to  go  to 
fight,  would  have  joined  that  party  he  liked 
best;  the  commander  who  could  make  the 
best  use  of  those  that  joined  him,  would  have 
got  the  advantage,  and  the  victorious  army 
would  have  had  it  id  their  power  to  have  settled 
the  future  form  of  government  upon  what  foot- 
ing they  had  a mind. 

It  is  the  same  with  respect  to  all  the  other  coun- 
tries of  Europe  w here  arbitrary  power  is  or  ever 
was  established.  In  France,  it  is  certain  that  their 
liberties  were  overturned  long  before  they  had 
such  a thing  as  a standing  army ; the  oldest 
regiment  or  corps  of  regular  troops  in  France 
is  what  they  call  the  regiment  of  Picardie;  that 
regiment  was  raised  only  in  the  first  or  second 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  queen  Elizabeth,  and 
it  is  well  known  that  long  before  that  time  the 
liberties  of  the  French  people  were  entirely 
destroyed.  In  Spain  we-know  that  it  was  their 


that  their  arbitrary  government"  is  .tp'ffijs  'jjjg 
svppprte.d ; , by . means  of  that  terrible  SpySjp 


their  priests  support  jlieiV  own Hespofic 

jt  only  over  the  people,  but  likewise"^, 

the  court,  and  even. .over  tbeir  army  too.'  i„ 
Sweden,  ray  lords,  it ’was  likewise  their  priests 
that  formerly  established  an  arbitrary  .rule  in  1 
tha|,C(pitry:  and  it  was  by  tHfeir  a'rra'y  ahat 
their  liberties  were  restored.  In  Denmark  it  1 
was  a house  of  ''commons',  that  surrendered  up  I 
their’ liberties  to  the  c'rWjlj  tliey  first  gave  up 
their  own  liberties,  and  thereby  they  enabled 
their  king  to  get  himself  declared  the  absolute 
and  the  arbitrary  sovereign  over  the  wliole 
country. 

Thus,  my  lords,  we  may  find  that  a standing 
army  never  had  iu  any  country  the  chief  hand 
in  destroying  the  liberties  of  their  country;;  hpr 
indeed  can  it  be  supposed  that  they  ever 
will : can  it.  be  supposed  that  any  "nian  ’bf 
common  sense,  who  has  a good  post  in  the 
army,  and  has  the  laws  of  his  country  for  Bis  ' 
protection  as  long  as  he  behaves  well ; c ' 


say,  my  lords,  be  supposed  that  any  such 
■i.an  will  ever  join  in  measure*  for  subjecting 
himself  to  the  uncimtroulable  will  and  giddy 
pleasure  of  any  one  man  ? He  must  know  that 
true  honour  and  virtue,  or  a faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  duty,  could  then  be  no  protection  jo 
him ; his  life,  bis  estate  and  every  thing  that  is 
dear  to  him,  must  then  depend  on  the  mere 
pleasure  of  a court ; and  every  man  knows, 
that  about  courts,  true  honour  and  virtue  tiftdu 
falls  a sacrifice  to  whispers,  to  deceitful 1 in- 
siuualions,  and  to  false  and  private  acctish- 
tions  : is  it  then  reasonable  to  presume,  that 
the  gentlemen  of  the  army,  who  are  by  their 
education  bred  strangers  to  the  low  arts  and 
vile  practices  usual  about  courts,  will  ever  give 
up  that  honourable  dependence  they  have  upon 
their  own  behaviour  and  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, for  the  sake  of  a slavish  dependence  upon 
any  court  whatever : for  iny  part,  it  is  not  pos-  . 
sib'le  for  me  to  suspect  aoy  thing,  and  therefore 
I cannot  from  hence  draw  any  argument 
against  keeping  np  a standing  army  in  this 
country. 

But,  my  lords,  it  is  not  proposed  that  we 
should  put  our  whole'  tnist  in  the  army;  the 
number  proposed  is  no  WnJ  sufficient  for'lhnt  ’ 
purpose;  the  army  now  proposed  is  only  for  ■ 
protecting  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country  ' 
against  sudden  invasions,  with  a small  number 
of  troops,  or  against  little  insurrections,  or  ■ 
rather  mobs  that  may  be  raised  by  a few  dis- 
contented subjects.  But  the  main  strength  of  ' 
this  nation,  and  that  upon  which  we  principally 
depend,  is  the  superiority  of  our  fleet,  and  the 
bravery  of  our  men  in  general : let  us  continue 
to  preserve  the  present  superiority  we  have  as 
to  our  fleet,  let  us  continue  tn  cultivate  bra  Wry  . 
and  military  discipline  as  much  as  possible  . 
among  our  men  in  general ; hut  do  not  let  us,  | 
for  the  sake  of  groundless  jealousies  and  pre- 
tended fears,  expose  the  peace  bfour  country  to 
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be  disturbed  by  every  neighbouring  state  who 
shall  take  it  in  their  heads  so  to  do,  or  by  every 
subject  who  shall  be  prompted  by  his  resent- 
ment or  ambition  to  rebel  against  the  govern- 
ment of  his  country. 

The  Lord  Bathurst  rose  up  nett,  and  spoke 
RS  follows : 

My  Lords ; 

The  noble  duke,  who  spoke  last,  has  spoke 
So  fully  and  so  well  in  favour  of  a standing 
army,  that  if  it  were  possible  to  convince  me 
that  a standing  army  is  consistent  with  the  li- 
berties of  any  country,  that  noble  duke  would 
have  done  it:  I should  even  be  afraid  to  rise 
up  to  oder  any  thing  in  answ  er  to  what  he  has 
|o  well  said  upon  that  subject,  if  it  were  not, 
that  1 think  myself  under  a necessity  of  giving 
our  lordships  some  reason  for  my  voting  as  | 

shall  do,  in  the  important  question  now  bc- 

I was  glad,  iny  Lords,  to  hear  that  noble  ] 
duke  allow,  that  the  militia  of  the  kingdom 
might  be  put  upon  such  a footing  as  to  be  use-  ' 
ful  for  our  defence : This  I should  be  glad  to 
see  done,  because  I think  it  the  only  defence, 
nest  to  our  fleet,  which  weeau  with  any  safety 
trust  to;  and  as  there  is  no  man  more  capable 
than  lie,  for  pulling  us  in  a way  of  making  our 
militia  useful,  I wish  he  would  give  us  his 
thoughts  upon  that. subject;  I mu  sure  there  is 
nothing  he  enn  offer  but  what  will  be  well  re- 
ceived and  readily  agreed  to.  As  to  the  ex- 
pence of  keepingour  militia  under  a.proper  dis- 
cipline, I do  not  think  that  it  is  of  auy  conside- 
ration in  the  present  question, if  itshould  amount 
to  a great  deal  more  than  wliat  we  now  pay  for 
maintaining  our  regular  army;  it  would  be  an 
argument  of  no  weight  »jih  me  against  the 
scheme,  for  I mu  sure  if  the  expence  were 
greater,  our  power  would  be  rendered  in  pro- 
portion much  more  exteusive,  and  our  liberties 
much  more  secure. 

If,  toy  Lords,  the  militia  were  to  be  put 
upoo  a proper  and  n right  footing,  if  iltey  were 
to  be  put  upon  such  n footing  as  to  be  really 
useful  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed,  that  the  people  wouid  grumble 
at  any  charge  or  inconvenience  they  were  pul 
to  upon  such  a necessary  and  reasonable  ac- 
count. The  many  loads  (hey  have  quietly  sub- 
mitted to  of  lute  years,  shew  us,  that  they  are 
not  apt  to  grumble,  when  they  are  convinced 
uf  the  reason  of  the  i hing ; but  at  present  they 
know,  that  the  militia  are  of  no  public  use, 
they  know  that  the  drawing  them  out  to  exer- 
cise lends  to  no  end  hut  (hat  of  pulling  money 
in  the  pockets  of  the  officers,  and  ilierefore  they 
grumble  when  tliey  find  themselves  put  to  any 
expeace  upon  such  an  unprofitable  account. 

Though  the  militia  of  the  kingdom  he  under 
the  command  of  the  king,  though  their  officers 
be  all  mimed  by  the  Liiig,  yet  under  such  a mi- 
litary force,  our  liberties  must  be  safe  : The 
militia  of  tile  kingdom  me  tlie  people  of  the 
k-  igdom,  and  it  is  impossible  to  make  use  of 
she  people  WlSP 

Vol.  VlIL 


people ; but  a standing  army  of  regular  force* 
soon  begin  to  look  upon  themselves  as  a body 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  people:  And  if 
the  people  in  generid  neglect  the  use  of  arms, 
and  trust  entirely  to  such  a military  force  for 
their  defence,  the  king,  who  has  the  absolute 
command  over  them,  may  easily  fall  upon 
ways  and  means  to  make  use  of  them  for  op- 
pressing the  liberties  of  the  people ; by  grant- 
ing particular  favours  to  such  a military  force, 
and  by  preserving  the  affections  or  a lew  men 
bred  up  to  arms  and  military  discipline,  he 
may  do  whatever  he  pleases  with  the  multitude 
who  have  neither  arms  in  their  hands,  nor  auy 
knowledge  how  touso  them  if  they  had.  Wliat 
the  noble  duke  said  as  to  auxiliaries  is  most  cer- 
tainly true,  those  who  trust  entirely  to  auxilia- 
ries for  their  defence,  must  always  be  slaves  to 
those  in  wtioui  they  put  their  trust:  It  is,  my 
Lords,  fur  this  very  reason  that  I am  against  a 
standing  army;  lor  it  holds  equally  true  of  a 
standing  army  of  our  own  subjects,  as  of  an 
army  of  foreign  auxiliaries;  whoever  trusts 
his  defence  to  any  thing  hut  himself,  must  be  a 
slave  to  that  in  which  he  puts  his  trust;  and 
whatever  people  put  their  whole  trust  in  a 
standing  army  eveu  of  their  own  subjects,  wiU 
soon  come  to  be  as  great  slaves  as  the  people 
who  put  their  trust  in  an*  army  of  foreign 
troops ; the  masters  may  be  different,  but  the 
slavery  is  the  same,  mid  will  be  equolly  grievous. 

I believe  it  never  was  said,  that  a standing 
army  is  the  only  method  by  which  an  arbitrary 
power  may  be  established  ; there  are,  without 
doubt,  other  means  by  which  it  may  be  esta- 
blished, but  I am  sure  that  it  cao  never  belong 
supported  without  a standing  army.  By  a po- 
litical and  cunning  administration  the  people 
may  be  cheated  out  of  their  liberties;  by  some 
specious  pretence  or  another  they  may  be  in- 
duced to  give  up  all  those  barriers,  which  ore 
the  defence  and  the  protection  of  their  liber- 
ties and  privileges ; hut  the  fraud  will  at  Inst 
be  discovered,  and  ns  soon  ns  it  is,  the  people 
will  resume  their  ancient  privileges,  if  there  ba 
no  new  sort  of  power  established  lor  protect- 
ing the  arbitrary  government  against  any  sach 
resumption,  which  power  can  never  consist  in 
any  i King  else  but  a standing  army  of  some  kind 

A standing  nriny  must  therefore,  my  Lords, 
be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the  liberties 
of  every  country.  In  some  free  countries 
there  may  be  at  least  n shew  of  reason  for  their 
submitting  to  such  a danger,  but  in  this  country 
there  canuot  lie  so  much  as  a shew  of  reason ; 
we  have  a fleet  superior  to  that  of  any  of  our 
neighbours,  and  we  know  how-  difficult  it  is  fur 
any  of  uur  neighbours  to  invade  us  with  a con- 
siderable force ; such  designs  must  alunys  be 
discovered  long  before  they  can  he  ready  for 
execution;  nn.l  as  long  ns  we  preserve  a supe- 
rior fleet,  we  shnll  always  have  it  in  our  power 
to  prevent  tlie execu'iou  of  any  «uch  de-ngn; 

| but  emntiug  that  they  sh«aid  hy  uov  strange 
fatality  or  negligence,  escape  our  fleets  at  sea, 
51efr8all,W^lfi!iar>h!i^t^ii’! U1  prepare  ICr 
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their  reception;  if  our  riiilitl'a  be  always  kept 
ih  gdodorder  and  under  u proper  discipline, 
they  will  be  sufficient  for  our  defence  against 
any  powenbat  can  be  brought  ngninst  usj  ns 
long  us  the  king  is  possessed  of  the  affections  of 
the  people  in  general,  and  those  he  can  never 
lose  su  readily  as  by  despising  the  people,  and 
tnlStibg  entirely  to  his  standing  arm  v. 

1 As  for  those  small  invasions  which  tbe  noble 
ddke  was  pleased  to  mention,  what  though  they 
had  landed?  What  would  have  been  the  con- 
sequence? I hope,  my  lords,  it  is  not  to  he 
imagined,  notwithstanding  the  contemptible 
slate  to  which  our  militia  has  been  by  neglect 
reduced,  that  this  country  is  to  be  conquered 
by  (i  or  7,000  men.  Even  the  late  king  Wil- 
liam, though  he  had  escaped  rhe  English  fleet, 
where  it  is  supposed  lie  hail  n good  many 
friends,  though  he  had  double  that  number  of 
men,  and  though  he  got  all  his  troops  safely 
and  without  opposition  landed  upon  the  English 
shore;  yet,  my  lords,  upon  his  seeing  so  few 
come  in  to  join  him  upon  his  first  landing,  he 
was  very  near  going  off  again.  It  is  not  an 
easy  matter  to  bring  about  a revolution  against 
an  established  government;  but  it  is  still  much 
■more  difficult  to  come  in  as  conquerors,  and 
pretend  to  subdue  such  a powefol  and  populous 
country  as  this  is.  And  if  the  great  king  Wil- 
liam, who  came  to  relieve  us  from  slavery  and 
oppression,  who  brought  along  with  him  so 
great  an  army  and  so  powerful  a fleet ; if  he,  1 
say,  was  so  doubtful  ol  success  upon  his  first 
landing,  what  have  we  to  fear  from  any  small 
invasion  ? Surely  from  such  the  nai  ion  enn  never 
have  any  thing  to  fear;  whatever  such  a govern- 
ment as  that  ol  king  James's  was,  might  have 
to  fear  from  such  invasions  when  encouraged, 
called  in  and  supported  bylhe  generality  of  our 
people  tit  home.  This  is  a ense  which  I hope 
never  will  again  happen  ; it  is  a case  against 
which  we  are  not  to  provide,  and  for  these  rea- 
sons I shall  be  for  agreeing  to  the  reduciion 
proposed. 

As  to  our  armies  not  being  obliged  to  obey 
any  but  legal  orders,  I do  not  know,  my  lords, 
whether  it  be  so  or  not;  but  in  my  opinion  the 
noble  duke  has  given  us  a good  hint  for  an 
amendment  to  the  bill ; this  word,  legal,  aught 
certainly  to  be  put  in,  and  then  in  case  of  any 
disobedience  to  such  orders,  a council  of  war 
would  certainly  have  it  in  t heir  power  to  examine 
first  into  the  legality  of  the  orders  given,  as  to 
which  there  may  be  some  doubt  us  the  bill 
stands  at  present ; it  may  be  at  least  nlledged 
that  as  the  bill  now  stands  the  couucil  of  war 
would  be  obliged  to  pass  sentence  against  the 
soldiers  for  mutiny,  whatever  they  might  afier- 
wards  do  with  the  officer  who  gave  the  illegal 

. The  Lord  Carteret  spoke  as  follows: 

My  Lords, 

So  many  lords  hnve  spoke  so  well  in  favour 
of  the  reduction  proposed,  and  have  so  fully  an- 
swered all  the  objections  made  against  it,  that 
I shoffidpoefci^aiVAisiviinsiyow  rtenisfcipBitiny- 


irouble  on  the  present  occasion,  if  it  had  not 
been  that  I now  find,  that  not  only  a standing 
army,  but  an  army  of  the  full  number' we  have 
at  present  on  foot,  seems  to  be  made  a part  of 
our  constitution:  The  old  pretence  of  conti- 
nuing the  same  number  of  regular  forces  for 
one  year  logger,  seems  now  to  lie  laid  aside: 
His  Majesty  in  his  speech  from  the  throne  told 
us  that  the  public  tranquillity  was  now  so-fully 
established,  that  he  lmd  no  other  reason  for 
calling  us  together  hut  Only  for  ’the  ordinary 
dispatch  of  the  public  business;  and  must  this', 
iny  lords,  be  looked  on  as  apart  of  the  Ordinary 
business  of  the  year?  Must  the  continuing  of 
a standing  army  of  18,000, men,  the  time  of 
peace,  be  a part  Of  that  business  which  is 
yearly  to  pass  of  course  in  parliament  ? - It  lias 
been  a long  time  cominued  from  year  to  year; 
but  if  it  once  comes  to  be  an  nfliiir  which -is 
yearly  to  pass  of  course,  wherein  will  it  differ 
from  those  standing  armies  by  which  the 
liberties  of  other  countries  have  been  uu- 

A standing  army  alone  may  not  perhaps  be 
sufficient  for  hringing  so  great  a misfortune 
upon  a people ; there  must  be  other  causes  c6n- 
curring;  but  it  may  he  averred,  that  in  all  coun- 
tries where  arbitrary  power  and  abject  slavery 
have  been  introduced,  the  fatal  change  in' the 
constitution  has  been  owing  to  a numerous 
standing  army,  a great  number  of  officers  of  the 
revenue,  and  a prostitute  clergy;  and  even 
these  three  concurring  together,  must  require 
some  time  before  they  can  get  llie  belter  of  the 
liberties  of  a brave  people:  The  army  must  be 
so  long  kept'up,  and  modelled  in  such  a man- 
ner, as  to  be  entirely  dependent  on  the  croon; 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  an  army  raised  from  among  a free 
people,  can  be  immedintely  divested  of  all  tliosfe 
notions  of  liberty,  with  which  they  were  en- 
dowed when  they  first  listed  in  the  army  : but 
if  they  have  a brave  and  cunning  commander, 
this  muy  be  done  in  a few  years;  the  generality 
of  them  may  be  soon  made  regardless  of  evety 
thing  but  tbe  will  and  pleasure  of  him  who  can 
prefer  them  to  a superior  command  : A large  re- 
venue and  many  officers  cannot  be  at  once 
established  upon  a free  people,  this  must  be 
done  by  slow  degrees,  and  requires  many  plau- 
sible pretences:  And  it  is  to  be  Imped  that  tile 
honour  and  virtue  of  the  clergy  would  stand 
some  little  shock,  they  could  not  at  once  be 
brought  to  that  degree  of  prostitution,  which 
is  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  arbitrary 
power. 

At  present,  my  Lords,  we  may  depend  npon 
his  Majesty;  we  are  convinced  that  he  will  not 
attempt  to  encroach  upon  the  liberties  of  hts 
people ; we  may  likewise  depend  on  it,  thatoor 
present  army  would  not  support  any  such  mea- 
sures, were  they  to  lie  attempted ; his  Majesty 
has  been  sn  good  as  to  employ  men  ns  officers 
in  the  army,  whose  honour  and  integrity  '** 
may  depend  on,  but  we  are  not  Bure  of  having 
always  n king  so  wise  and  good,  or  fin'Cfniy  of 
sa-snueh  ivim®  ynnd  Jkhwwj  r.jn end  under  tee 
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best  of  kings  we  ought  to  provide  against  the  silica,  it  is  true,  was  set  up  much, -about  the 
worst.  same  lime,  and  in  nil  countries  an  inquisition  of 

I do  not  say,  my  Lords,  that  we  tire  now  some  kind  or  another  generally  accompanies 
ip  any  irnraedtuledaugerof  losing  our  liberties;  arbitrary  power  ; there  may  be  courts  of  iu- 
but  I.  say,  that  we  are  getting  into  that  way  by  quisiliou  with  regard  to  civil  alVuirs  as  well  as 
which  the  liberties  of  every  country  have  been  religious,  and  all  inquisitions  are  at  first  esta- 
uadone  ; we  are  establishing  the  custom  of  Wished  upon  some  plausible,  pretence.  The 
beeping  up  a standing  array  in  ( ime  of  pence  ; banishing  of  the  Moors  and  Jews  out  of  his 
we  are  every  year  increasing  the-  number  of  kingdoms,  was  the  pretence,  wade  use  of-  by, 
ljie  officers  of  the  revenue, what  will  lire  conse-  Fortlimind  then  king  of  .'spaia,  hut  the  extend-’ 
quence  be  f I tremble  to  think  of  it!  We  are  not  ingof  his  own  power  was  the  ln(ent  and  the  chief 
indeed  under  any  danger  while  his  present  Mu-  reason  : The  inquisition  was  not,  however,  the 
jesty  lives  to  reign  over  us.  liut  will  not  every  chief  cause  of  the  loss  of  the  Spanish  liberties, 
succeeding  king,  say,  why  will  you  treat  me  it  was  only  a consequence,  for  before  the  setting 
worse  than  my  predecessor  ? Why  will  you  re-  up  thereof,  he  had  got  the  absolute  command 
fuse  to  grant  me  that  number  of  regular  forces,  of  a great  army  which  had  been  kept  up  for 
or  thar  revenue  which  in  some  circumstances  several  years  under  pretence  of  their  war  « itlr 
' you  granted  to  my  fatlier  ? And  we  well  know  Portugal,  whose  then  king  laid  pretensions  to 
my  lords,  how  complaisant  parliament  generally  the  crown  of  Spain  ; and  by  keeping  his  coun-. 
are  in  the  beginning  of  a reign;  they  are  ge-  try  in  continual  wars,  he  found  pretences  to 
uerally  more  apt  to  increase  both  the  revenue  keep  up  a standing  army,  with  which,  it  is  true, 

\ and  the  army  of  the  crowu  than  they  are  to  (li-  he  conquered  and  banished  the  Moors,  hut  he 
minisli  either;  and  if  an  ambitious  prince  should  therewith  likewise  conquered  the  liberties  of 
succeed  to  the  crown,  supported  by  such  a nu-  his  country  : and  the  chains  of  the  people 
melons  standing  army  ns  what  is  now  proposed,  were  soon  after  rivaled  by  a priest,  a cardinal 
- so  long  kept  up  as  to  have  formed  themselves  prime  minister,  who  completed  the  ciuel 
into  a dilferent  body  front  the  people  to  whom  work  which  Ferdinand  by  his  army  bad  so  sue- 
they  belong,  and  with  such  a crowd  of  officers  cessfully  begun. 

of  the  revenue  as  we  have  at  present,  all  de-  In  France  too,  my  Lords,  it  was  by  Standing 
pending  upon  him  and  removable  at  liis  plea-  Armies  chiefly  that  ilieir  liberties  were  undone; 
sure,  what  may  he  not  do  ? it  was  not,  indeed,  by  armies  modelled  as  they 

I am  surprised,  ray  lairds,  to  hear  it  said,  that  have  them  at  present,  hut  it  was  by  altering 
standing  armies  have  had  no  hand  in  the  over-  the  ancient  military  force  of  fhe  kingdom  that 
turning  the  liberties  of  the  several  countries  of  their  liberties  were  destroyed  ; it  was  by  their 
Europe.  It  is  true  that  the  most  numerous  king's  taking  the  army  ‘ a sa  Solde,'  ns  they  call 
army  can  be  of  no  dangerous  consequence  to  it  ; for  anciently  the  military  force  of  that 
the  liberties  of  any  country,  as  long  as  it  de-  kingdom  depended  chiefly  upon  the  nobility 
pends  upon  a great  many  heads  ; an  army  can  or  great  princes  : their  armies  were  composed 
never  be  of  dangerous  consequence,  till  it  comes  of  the  troops  sent  to  the  general  rendezvous 
to  be  entirely  dependent  upon  one  man,  and  by  the  several  princes  of  the  kingdom,  who 
that  it  generally  does  when  it  is  long  kept  up,  generally  paid  their  .'respective  troops ; or  if  at 
more  especially  if  anyone  man  comes  to  get  the  any  time  they  bad  them  maintained  at  the 
whole  power  into  Ins  hands  both  of  paying  the  pubiic  charge,  yet  each  prince  retained  in  his. 
army,  and  of  miming  and  preferring  the  several  own  hands  the  naming  and  preferring  the  ofii- 
officers  employed  therein.  Julius  Caisar  had  cers  employed  in  bis  troops,  and  therefore  no 
(po  long  a head  not  to  be  sensible  of  this,  and  one  man  could  ever  proem  e to  himself  an  ab- 
therefore  he  procured  himself  lobe  sent  into  solute  cumnmnd  over  the  armies  of  that  king- 
paul  there  he  continued  for  several  years  at  dom.  Bulat  last  this  lauduhle  custom  wasluid 
the  head  of  numerous  conquering  armies,  and  aside,  the  king  got  into  his  own  hnuds  the  whole- 
having  got  into  his  own  hands  both  the  power  pow  er  of  raising  and  paying  the  armies  to  ho 
of  paying  and  preferring  in  his  army,  he  soon  employed  fur  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  ; 
managed  it  so  as  to  make  them  entirely  obe-  and  though  for  some  time  after  he  had  no. 
dieut  to  him  ; then  he  commanded  them  to  money  for  that  purpose  but  what  was  given 
' inarch  against,  and  with  them  he  conquered  his  him  by  the  states  of  France,  yet  we  may  really 
country.  If  there  had  been  no  standing  armies  look  upon  this  change  as  the  beginning  of  the 
of  either  side,  the  consequence  could  not  French  slavery.  However  for  a long  time 
have  been  the  same,  though  a civil  war  baa  after  this  the  kings  of  France  could  never  pre- 
Lroke  out;  the  armies  newly  raised  by  each  vail  with  their  states  to  provide  them  with  mo- 
side,  must  have  had  n dependence  upon  a great  uey  for  continually  keeping  up  a numerous 
loany  chiefs,  and  which  ever  side  had  got  the  | standing  army  ; their  armies  were  raised -only 
victory,  the  chiefs  would  have  taken  care  of  , when  they  had  occasion  for  them,  and  as  suun 
the  liberties  of  their  country  ; they  would  have  as  the  danger  was  over  their  armies  were  rfis- 
sgtlled  them  upon  the  ancient  foundation,  or  [ missed  ; nnd  yet,  ray  lords,  they  had  for  some 
upon  a better,  if  any  better  could  have  been  : part  of  that  time  a Pretender  to  their  crowu; 
Contrived.  our  Edward  the  3d  then  churned  to  be  king  of 

in  Spain  it  was  likewise. by  such  an  army  : France,  and  he,  my  lords;  was  a very  rcrribl* 
that  their  rlt3ielrihVpJtJ'>  daugt» 
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they  were  then  exposed  to,  they  cduld  not  be 
induced  to  keep  up  a'staading  army;  they 
never  had  any  thing  but  militia,  or  troops  raised 
bs  occasion  required,  and  with. these  they  at  tnst 
banished  the  English  quite  out  of  their  kingdom. 

But  ns  soon  as  the  kings  iof.  France  got  thus 
free  of  an  enemy  within  the  bowels  of  their 
kingdom,  they  thereafter  took  occasion. of  every 
foreign  war.  dint  happened  to  encroach  a little 
further  upon  the  .liberties  of  their  subjects,  to 
multiply  taxes  nnd  tax-gatherers  upon  them, 
and  to  get  the  nrmieB  of  the  kingdom  more  and 
more  under  their  command  t in  all  which  they 
succeeded  beyond  expectation,  by  a moststupid 
Indolence  that  then  reigned  among  the  nohilityof 
France,  and  yet  that  nation  still  retained  some 
remnins  of  liberty,  till  a priest,  cardinal  Eioblieu 
by  name,  gave  their  liberties  the  last  stab.  He 
indeed  was  a great  minister,  and  a great  poli- 
tician, though  he  oppressed  the  subject  at  home, 
yet  lie  not  only  supported  but  raised  the  gran- 
deur of  the  nation  abroad ; he  committed  no 
blenders  in  bis  administration,  nor  did  he  sub- 
mit to  any  foreign  power  in  the  treaties  or  ne- 
gotiations lie  lmd  with  them  j and  we  may  re- 
member tlmt  in  his  Political  Testament,  he  left 
it  as  a maxim,  that  the  King  ought  never  to 
part  with  any  tax  he  has  once  got  estnlished, 
even  though  lie  has  no  use  for  the  money ; be- 
cause by  giving  lip  the  tax  he  loses  the  officers 
that  are  employed  in  the  collecting  thereof. 

This  great  prime  minister  was  succeeded  by 
another  priest,  a foreign  priest,  who  bad  all  his 
bad  qualities  but  none  ol  bis  good ; so  that  by 
his  misconduct  France  was  soou  involved  in  a 
civil  war,  nnd  it  is  said  that  one  of  the  greatest 
men  of  France  ut  tlmt  time,  anti  one  of  the 
greatest  generals  of  the  age  he  lived  in,  told  the 
Queen  Regent,  that  she  hud  a follow  at  the  head 
of  her  affairs  who  for  his  crimes  deserved  to  be 
tugging  at  the  oar  in  one  of  her  gullies.  But  the 
arbitrary  power  of  tlie  king  of  France  had  by 
his  predecessor  been  so  firmly  established,  that 
it  could  not  be  shnkeu  even  by  the  many  blun- 
ders he  was  guilty  of;  the  nation  however  was 
nos  yet  rendered  so  tame,  but  that  it  was  a 
long  while  before  they  would  quietly  submit  to 
that  cardinal's  administration  ; end  we  must  al- 
low that  even  but  lately  there  has  a noble  spirit 
of  . liberty  broke,  forth  in  that  country,  such  a 
spirit  of  liberty,  in y Lords,  as  might  probably 
reinstate  the  people  in  the  foil  enjoyment  of 
their  former  liberties  and  privileges,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  great,  standing  army  now  kept  up  in 
phut  country. 

In  Denmark,  my  Lords,  it  was  their  nobles 
that  were  the  occnsion-of  the  loss  of  their  liber- 
ties ; they  bud  lor  some  time  thrown  the  whole 
weight  and  charge  of  the  government  offof  tliem- 
(etves,  and  had  laid  it  on  the  necks  of  the  Com- 
mons; the  whole  expence  of  the  public  they 
bad  for  some  time  raised  by  taxes  which  fell 
chiefly  upon  the  poor  people,  and  to  which  they 
contributed  but  a trifle : and  the  Commons 
being  quite  tired  out  with  these  oppressions  nnd 
nnjust  exactions,  resolved  at  last  to  pnt  the 
whole  poisvsfiJpiw.ijtftl^Bidisi^iheiii  sovereign; 


so  that  wbilBt  the  nobles  were  sitting  and  cob. 
triving  ways  and  means  how  to  load  the  pbo, 
tradesmen  and  manufacturers  with  such  cakes 
as  did  not  much  affect  them,  they  were  sent  for 
to 'the  castle,  and  there  were  obliged  to  joinia 
that  deed  by  which  »n  absolute  power  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  King,  who  could  nut  make 
a worse  use  ofit  thnu  they  had  done:  this  was 
the  method  by  which  arbitrary  power  was  esta- 
blished in  Denmark,  but  it  has  ever  since  been 
supported  only  by  a standing  army. 

Jn  Sweden,  my  Lords,  their  liberties  were 
not  only  destroyed  but  they  were  again  restored 
by  their  army  ; in  this  last  change,  my  Lords 
that  country  had  the  good  luck  to  be  most  sin- 
gularly happy,  hut  how  was  that  most  strange 
and  extraordinary  turn  of  their  affairs  brought 
about  I 1 have  some  reason  to  know  it,  because 
1 was  in  that  kingdom  when  it  happened.  The 
late  king  of  Sweden,  my  lords,  is  well  known  to 
have  been  the  darling  boi  li  of  Ills  nobles  and  com- 
mons; he  was  so  muehthe  darling  of  (lie  whole 
Swedish  nation,  that  almost  every  mau,  in  it 
was  at  all  times  ready  to  sacrifice' both  his  lifo 
and  his  fortune  in  his  service,  and  therefore  he 
bad  no  occasion  to  model  his  army  for  any  had 
purpose ; he  had  employed  none  as  officers  in 
his  army,  hut  the  nobility  and  quality  of  tlie 
kingdom,  or  such  whose  merit  and  services  fully 
intitled  them  to  whatever  preferment  they  were 
honoured  with  by  him.  His  prime  minister 
however  got  at  last  too  great  an  nscendantover 
him.  Baron  Gortz  1 mean,  my  Lords,  who  was 
a man  of  no  high  birth,  nor  any  super-eminent 
qualities;  yet  by  his  cunning  he  got  such  a 
power  over  his  master,  that  nothing  was  done 
without  him,  no  post,  civil  or  military,  was  be- 
stowed hot  according  to  his  direction  ; the  men 
of  the  best  quality  in  the  kingdom,  the  greatest 
generals  iu  the  army,  were  obliged  to  submit, 
and  to  sue  to  him  even  for  that  which  they  were 
justly  intitled  to ; if  they  shewed  him  the  least 
neglect,  they  immediately  lost  all  interest  about 
the  king;  if  any  one  of  them  disobliged  the  first 
minister,  lie  might  perhaps  be  allowed  to  keep 
his  post  in  the  army,  lie  was  mnde  use  of  when 
they  had  occasion  for  bis  venturing  his  life  for 
them  ; but  from  the  moment  he  disobliged  the 
king's  prime  minister,  he  could  not  so  much  as 
make  a subaltern  officer ; on  the  contrary  his 
recommendation  was  a sure  bar  to  any  man's 
preferment. 

The  nobility,  the  generals,  all  tlie  chief  men 
in  the  army  were  sensible  of  this  slavery  they 
lay  under,  and  were  resolved  to  free  themselves 
therefrom  if  possible  ; but  their  governmeiit 
was  then  absolute,  there  was  no  way  of  coming 
at  relief,  but  by  making  their  king  sensible  of 
the  discredit  thut  accrued  to  him,  by  ollowing 
himself  to  be  so  much  under  the  management 
of  any  one  man  1 They  knew  their  king  to  be  a 
man  of  judgment  and  penetration,  and  therr- 
1 fore  a great  number  of  them  resolved  at  last 
upon  venturing  to  present  a memorial  to  him 
upon  that  head.  This  memorial,  my  Lords, 
was  actually  drawn  up  . and  signed,  and  was 
Mt«adjfi|to.tovia  fcefiOipttiisaittd,iwben  that  brave 
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king  was  billed  by  a random  shot  from  Frede-  sionor  hik  hopes  of  preferment  in  the  army,  01 
rickttarit  which  he  was  tlion  besieging.  otherwise  to  do  what  lie.kqovvs  to  be  inconsi*- 

If  the  king  hud  lived  to  have  received  this  teut  with  Uie  law  nnd  liberties  of  hia  counliy. 
memorial,  we  oatinot  judge  w lint  might  have  I hope,  my  lords,  that  a standing  army  shall 
been  the  consequence  ; notwithstanding  its  lie-  never  come  to  be  n part  of  our  constuutionj 
ing  signed  by  so  many  of  the  nobility  amt  chief  bnl  if  ever  it  does,  1 will  say  that  without  silch 
commanders,  notwithstanding  the  king's  judg-  a regulation  ns  I have  mentioned,  we  shall  then 
menl  and  penetration,  his  affection  for  his  mi-  have  nothing  to  depend  on  for  the. preservation 
nister  might  have  got  the  better  of  the  respect  of  our  liberties,  but  the  honour  of  tiie  army,  tha 
be  owed  to  such  a number  of  hh mobility  and  integrity  of  the  clergy,  and  the  vigilance  of  tho 
generals;  nnd  ifisa,  as  he  was  a most  absolute  lord). 

prince,  llte  memorial  would  have  been  doomed  From  wbat  I have  said,  my  lords,  it  is  ap* 
to  be  n seditious  nnd  a treasonable  libel,  and  parent  that  a numerous  standing  army  must  ul- 
some  of  them  would  certainly  Imre  paid  with  ways  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the  con» 
their  heads  for  their  presumption;  hut  the  stitution  of  this  country ; and  I leuve  K toevbry 
king’s  death  rid  them  of  this  danger,  and  the  man  to  judge,  whether  we  ought  to  expose  our 
prime  minister  who  had  done  so  many  ill  things,  constitution  to  such  a danger,  for  the  pretended 
was  immediately  seized,  tried,  condemned  and  apprehensions  of  any  insurrection  at  homo;  of 
executed  under  the  gallows.  of  any  invasion  from  abroad  ) As  to  insurrec* 

By  this  piece  of  public  justice,  the  nobles  tions  at  home,  we  are  in  no  danger  of  any  such 
and  the  generals  of  the  army,  whom  lie  had  as  long  as  his  Majesty  reigns  in  the  hearts  and 
principally  offended,  were  satisfied,  they  ditl  affections  of  the  generality  of  his  subjects ; and 
not  desire  to  pursue  their  vengeance  further  as  to  invasions  from  abroad,  I think  the  littla 
than  the  grave ; but,  my  Lords,  the  clergy  of  success  the  many  designed  invasions,  mentioned 
that  kingdom,  those  men  who  but  a few  weeks  by  the  noble  duke,  has  met  'with,  is  an  unan- 

■ before  were  his  most  humble  slaves,  those  men  swerable  argument  for  shewing  us  tliut  w« 

who  would  hare  deified  him  if  the  Christian  re-  ought  not  to  be  under  great  apprehensions  of 
ligion  bad  not  stood  in  their  way,  they  had  a any  such  in  time  to  come;  and  thnt  we  ought 
mind  to  shew  a superior  degree  of  zeal,  they  not  to  subject  ourselves  to  any  thing  that  may 
petitioned  in  n body  that  his  corps  might  be  he  in  the  least  dangerous  to  our  constitution, 
buried  under  the  gallows.  for  the  sake  of  a danger  which  experience  has 

By  the  king’s  death  the  slavish  dependence  of  shewn  to  be  so  very  inconsiderable, 
the  army  was  at  au  end,  there  was  then  no  If  we  sliould  ever  be  threatened  with  a for- 
gone man  who  could  pretend  to  any  absolute  midabie  invasion,  we  should  have  time  to  in- 
sway  over  the  nrmy  ; and  as  it  was  generally  crease  our  army  to  any  number  we  pleased;  we 
.commanded  by  the  nobles  of  the  kingdom,  they  should  even  have  time  to  discipline  that  army 
had  it  fresh  in  their  memories  what  incmiveni-  before  we  could  he  attacked  by  any  great 
euces  both  they  and  the  whole  nation  had  been  force,  and  thereby  we  should  be  in  condhion  to 
-subjected  to  by  the  absolute  and  uncontroula-  defend  ourselves  at  land,  if  our  enemies  should 
ble  will  of  their  former  king ; ns  there  was  no  have  the  good  luok  to  escape  our  fleets  at  sea : 
one  of  diem  that  could  have  any  hopes  of  sue-  and  as  to  any  small  and  unforeseen  invasion,  if 

■ Deeding  to  his  arbitrary  power,  therefore  they  all  ever  any  such  should  be  intended  against  us, 
.resnlvetlto  put  both  the  gnvemraentof  the  king-  they  may  probably  meet  with  the  same  fate  that 
darn,  and  the  command  of  the  army,  upon  a the  former  have  done ; but  if  they  should  meet 

• new  and  a very  different-  footing.  As  to  the  with  better  luck,  if  they  should  come  safe  to 
.'government  of  the  kingdom,  they  established  a land,  they  could  not  bring  above  five  or  six 

■ limited  monarchy,  nod  finding  thne  they  must  thousand  men,  our  fleets  would  prevent  their 

■ necessarily  keep  up  a standing  army  to  defend  lieing  reinforced,  and  surely  an  army  of  12,000 
«*heir  large  frontiers,  they  therefore  resolved,  in  men  in  Great  Britain,  and  another  of  equal 

order  that  the  army,  might  not  he  entirely  de-  number  in  Ireland,  would  be  sufficient  to  give 
■pendent  on  the  crown,  that  for  the  future  the  a good  account  of  any  such  contemptible 
officers  thereof  should  have  their  several  com-  invaders. 

missions,  * (Joamdiu  se  bene  gesserit.'  This  It  is  not  now,  my  lords,  proposed  to  disband 

• regulation  n nobleman  of  that  country  told  me,  our  army  entirely ; it  is  nbt  proposed  to  throw 

they  took  from  the  regulation- we  have  in  Eng-  out  the  Bill  now  before  us;  we  tire  for  keeping 
land  with  respect  to  our  judges.  up  as  great  n number  as  may  be  necessary  for 

It  is,  my  lords,  n wise  and  a necessary  regu-  preserving  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom; 
t lotion  ; it  is  a regulation  that  ought  in  every  but  we  are  egaiust  beeping  upsuch  a number  a i 
country  to  prevail,  wherever  a standing  army  I may  he  dangerous  to  our  constitution.  Though 
..makes  a part  of  their  constitution  : In  all  such  the  lords  wlio  were  Inst  year  for  a reduction, 
■.countries  the  officers' commissions  ought  cer-  voted  against  the  passing  of  the  then  Mutiny- 

- tainiy  to  he  ‘Qunmdiu  se  bene  gesserit',’  and  | Bill,  it  is  not  from  thence  to  he  concluded,  that 

- preferments  ought  to  go  in  course  according  to  | they  were  against  nny  Mutiny-Bill,  or  any 
seniority,  some  few  cases  excepted  ; for  it  is  I number  of  regular  forces;  they  were  against 
hard  that  a gentleman  who  has  nothing  but  his  - the  whole  Bill  as  it  then  stood,  but  if  that  Bill 

shcmld  te  otogea^ltbhr  Kf  forleit  bw  coimms-  brought  in  according  wv  tlietf  liking,  and  that 
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new  Bill  would  then  have  been 
agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Ilay  stood  up  and  said : 

RIy  Lords; 

Whatever  some  lords  may  be  pleased  to  sny 
about  an  army  continued  front  year  to  year  by 
Parliament,  there  is. certainly  a very  great  dif- 
ference, my  lords,  between  such  Bn  array  and 
«n  army  continued  at  the  sole  pleasure  of  the 
crown.  It  has,  I think,  been  granted  on  all 
bands,,  that  while  our  army  is  commanded  by 
such  officers, as  it  is  at  present,  while  .men  of 
fortune  and  figure  have  the  command  of  the 
army,  our  liberties,  are  secure  ; but  it  is  said, 
that  these  officers  may  Le  turned  out,  this  army 
may  be  so  modelled.  and  garbled  as  to  be  made 
fit  for  any  bad  purpose  : this,  my  lords,  I shall 
easily  grant  might  be  done,  if  our  army  were  to 
be  established  for  any  number  of  years;  if  it 
were  to  be  continued  at  the  sole  pleasure  of  the 
crown,  an  ambitious  prince  might  be  able  to 
model  it  so  as  to  make.it  subservient  to  his  ar- 
bitrary views ; but  while  it  is  continued  'only 
from  year  tp  year  by  Parliament,  litis  is  im- 
possible to  be  done.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to 
model  an  army  so  as  to  make  it  fit  for  such 
purposes;  we  know  bow  difficult  it  is  to  know 
the  private  sentiments  of  men’s  hearts;  in  such 
cases  men  often  conceal  their  real  inclinations 
under  die  cloak  of  a feigned  zeal  for  the  direct 
contrary  opinion,  which  would  make  it  very 
difficult  for  a government  that  had  any  designs 
against  the  liberties  of  the  people,  to  know 
te'hat  officers  were  to  be  turned  out,  or  who 
were  proper  to  be  continued,  or  to  be  put  in 
the  room  of  those  turned  out.  It  would  beim-  | 
possible  to  accomplish  this  in  a year's  time,  and 
if  any  such  practices  were  begun,  if  any  steps 
should  be  made  towards  modelling  the  army 
for  a bad  purpose,  the  Parliament  at  their  next 
meeting  would  most  certainly  take  notice  of  it, 
and  would  apply  a proper  remedy  before  it 
could  be  possible  for  any  prince  or  administra- 
tion to  make  the  wound  incurable;  and  there- 
fore, mv  lords,  I must  still  be  of  opinion,  that 
our  army,  while  it  is  continued  from  year  to 
year  by  Parliament,  cannot  be  of  the  least  ill 
consequence  to  our  constitution,  were  it  much 
more  numerous  than  what  is  now  proposed. 

On  the  other  hand,  my  lortls,  the  danger  of 
reducing  any  part  of  our  army  is  very  great : 
we  know  that  such  reductions  have  often  been 
attended  with  designed  invasions  or  insurrec- 
tions against  the  government; , this  is  a danger 
we  know  by  experience,  and  therefore  in  com- 
mon prudence  we  ought  not  to  come  into  any 
measure,  by  which  our  country  may  be  again 
exposed  to  such  a danger.  It  is  probable  that 
none  of  those  invasions  lately  intended  against 
qs  would  have  been  successful,  though  they 
had  got  safe  ashore ; I hope  no  such  ever  will ; 
but  every  one  of  them,  if  they  had  landed, 
would  have  thrown  the  nation  into  terrible 
convulsions.  Is  then,  my  lords,  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  our  country  of  -no  consideration? 
vfr*  we  wipossi«uaieuirotryL'.p.-ifr«^enri\aJ»'msM| 


and  confusions,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding,  and 
imaginary  danger,  a fear  which  can  have  no 
foundation,  as  long  as  our  army  is  continued 
only  from  year  to  year  by,  parliament? 1 

We  know,  my  lords,  that  there  is  a party  in 
the  nation  disaffected  to  the  government, 
there  always  will,  I am  afraid,  be  such  a 
patty ; nnd’  they,  or  at  least  a great  many  of 
them,  will  always  join  any  invasion  that  can  be 
made  upon -us : even  out  of  charity  to  them 
we  ought  not  to  afford  them  any  hopes  of  suc- 
cess, by  disbanding  a part  of  our  army  • 
while  they  have  no  hopes  of  success  they  may 
grumble  a little  itr  private,  but  they  will  never 
venture  to  reliel  opeuly  against  the  govern- 
ment, and  while  they  continue  in  a peaceable 
state,  they  may  live  easily  . ns  subjects,  they 
will  at  least  preserve  their  lives  nnd  estate’s 
from  being  forfeited  by  the  law;  whereas,  if 
we  reduce  our  army,  it  will  encourage  fo- 
reigners to  invade  u»,  it  will,  encourage  the  dis- 
affected. to  rebel  against  the  government,  the 
nation  will  never  be  free  from  alarms,  and  tve 
must  lie  every  now  and  then  executing,  o,r  at 
least  forfeiting  some  of  our  countrymen,  per- 
haps some  of  our  relations. 

The  Enrl  of  Bristol  spoke  next : 

My  Lords, 

I have  often  heard  the  present  argument  de- 
bated in  parliament;  I was  one  of  those  who 
were  the  cause  of  the  army’s  being  reduced  so. 
low,  after  the  peace  of  Tlyswick,  perhaps  I re- 
pented of  what  I did  at  that  time,  because  «f 
the  turn  tliat  the  affairs  of  Europe  took  so,ou 
after : but  I nm  fully  convinced,  I never  shall 
have  occasion  to  repent  of  being  for  the  reduc- 
tion now  proposed.  For  my  part,, my  lords,! 
cannot  but  say,  that  the  question  now  before  us 
puts  inc  in  iniud  of  what  happened  to  a farm 
house,  of  mine  in  the  country  : the  wall  of  the 
bouse. upon  one  side  had  failed,  and  (lie  house 
had  sunk  n little  ; yet  it  might  have  stood  lor 
many  years  without  any  necessity  of  pulling  if 
quite  down  in  order  to  bo  rebuilt,  for  whip 
reason,  I believe,  I should  have  then  content'1 
ed  myself  with  repairing  it  a little,  and  addin 
some' butteresses  to  that  wall  which  hud  failed 5 
but  some  workmen  persuaded  me,  that  they 
could  raise  it  up,  and  repair  the  wall  without 
pulling  the  house  down,  and  I being  prevailed 
on,  to  work  they  went;  but  in  planting  posts 
and  oilier  engines  to  raise  up  dial  side  which 
had  sunk,  I do  not  know  how,  whether  by  de- 
sign or  by  the  unskilfulness  of  the  workmen, 
they  raised  the  house  so  high  on  that  side,  that 
they  tumbled  it  quite  over. 

At  last  the  question  being  put  upon  die 
earl  of  Oxford’s  motion,  it  was  carried  iu  the. 
negative. 

The  Mutiny  Bill  passed.]  March  8.  The  Bill 
was  rend  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Protest  against  it.]  “ Dissentient’ 

“ I'nr  the  reasons  entered  on  the  journal 
last  session,  against  the  number  of  men, 
then  and  now  to  be  established,  which  re»- 
s5ona;jWj.nwfer-,itnf  imd,tbMiLdwGtrcuauiiaoe«» 
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«tf  lime  no»,  do  by  no  means  lessen  the  force 
efthem. — (Signed)  Brace,  Montjoy,  Baihurst, 
I'oley,  Berkshire,  Strafford,  Lilchfield, 
Bristol,  Mnsharn,  Gower,  Northampton, 
nl  Coventry,  Oxford  and  Mortimer.” 

' March  7.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  moved  and  car- 
ried, “ luu^ Alps  House  will,  upon  this  day 
deveuui^it,  rcynjve  itself  into  a Committee  of 
yjeiv/ioTc  House,  ^consider  of  the mo§t proper 
in^tliuds  I'd r the  better  Supurity  and  Improve- 
ment. of.  the  Duties  and  Revenues  already 
cjiiugtd  upon,  ami  payable  from,  Tobacco  uud 

Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  a Petition 
from  Rhode  hlund  and  Providence,  against  the 
Sugar  Colony  Bi//.]  March  8.  A Bill  wns 
hmughl  in  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  in  February  Inst,  in  relation  to  the  Sugar 
Colonies  ; uppn  which 

SxrJohn  Barnard  opened  to  the  House  a Pe- 
tition of;  Richard  Partridge,  agent  for  the 
oniony  of  Rhode  Island  and1  Providence  plan- 
tations in1  America,  against  the  said  Bill ; and 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  it  up,  in  which  he  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Perry,  but  opposed  by 
' Sir  William  Yohge ; who  stood  up,  and  spoke 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker ; 

The  Petition  which  the  honourable  member 
over  the  wav  has  now  in  hand,  is,  I find,  a pe- 
tition praying  for  leave  to  he  heard  against  n 
Bill  now  depending  in  this  House,  by  Which 
some  certain  duties  aie  to  be  laid  on  several 
commodities  mentioned  in  the  Bill.  1 believe, 
Sir,  it  Inis  been  the  constant  usage  of  this 
House  for  innny  years,  to  receive  no  petitions 
against  duties  to  he  laid  on  ; but  as  there  are 
none  who  understand  better  than  you,  Sir,  the 
practice  of  the  House  in  such  cases,  therefore  I 
shall  in  this  submit  entirely  to  your  determina- 
tion, and  hope  you  will  give  us  your  opinion 
thereupon.  However,  Sir,  I mast  take  notice 
of  another  thing,  which  I observe  in  the  petition 
as  it  has  been  opened  by  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman ; they  therein' tell  us,  that  as  to  the  Bill 
now  depending  before  us,  they  apprehend  it  to 
ba  against  their  charter.  This,  I must  say,  is 
something  very  extraordinary,  and,  in  my  opi- 
nion, looks  very  unlike  aiming  at  tin  indepen- 
dency, nnd  disclaiming  the  authority  and  juris- 
diction of  this  House ; as  if  this  Uousc  had  not 
n power  to  tax  them,  or  to  make  any  laws  for 
the  regulating  of  the  affairs  of  their  colony  ; 


* “ On  this  occasion,  all  the  arts  and  in- 
fluence of  opposition  were  called  forth  to  excite 
clamours  aeaiost  the  measures  Nor  only  the 
mem  bers  solicited  the  attendance  of  their  friends. 
Intriguers  were  delivered  by  the  beadles,  and 
other  officers  in  the  parishes  and  wurds  of  the 
city,  to  induce  a uumemus  party  to  assemble 
at  the  doors,  and  in  the  avenues  to  the  House, 
to  Overawe  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature. 
Walpole  was  apprized  ■>)  these  proceedings, 
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the  re  fore,  Sir,  if  there  wereiro  other  reason  for 
our  not  receiving  their  petition,  I should  on  this 
single  account  be  against  giving  leave  to  bring 
it  up. 

Lord  Tyrconnell  replied, 

Sir;  1 cilrinot  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  who  spoke  last,  for  I shall  never  give 
niy  vote  for  rejecting  a petition  before  I know 
what  is  in  it  ; and  this  I cannot  know  till  I hear 
it  reiid.  The  question  now  before  u9,  is  hot, 
whether  the  desire  of  the  petition  shall  be  grant- 
ed or  no  ? After  the  petition  is  brought  up  and 
read  to  the  House,  we  may  then  judge  Whether 
the  desire  thereof  be  reasonable  or  not,  and 
may  accordingly  graiit  or  refuse  it,  but  the  re- 
fusingto  lmve  the  petition  brought  up  and  read  to 
the  House,  seems  really  to  be  n determining  the 
desire' of  the  petirion  to  be  unreasonable,  be- 
fore we  know  what  it  is;  and  therefore.  Sir,  I 
shall  he  for  having  it  brought  up. 

Mr.  Winnington  spoke  next. 

Sir;  I stand  up  to  speak  to  order  and  to  the 
method  of  proceeding  in  this  House ; it  has 
heen  a custom  always  observed  in  this  House, 
not  to  receive  any  petitions  ngainst  those  Bills 
which  were  brought  in  for  the  laying  on  of  any 
new  duties;  I do  not  indeed  say  but  that  there 
may  bo  some  instances  to  the  contrary,  but  I 
am  sure  they  are  very  rare,  nnd  never  happen- 
ed but  upon  some  very  extraordinary  occasion  ; 
for  if  we  were  to  receive  all  such  petitions  there 
would  be  such  multitudes  of  them  against  every 
such  Bill,  that  the  nation  might  be  undone  for 
want  of  an  immediate  supply  for  the  public 
use,  while  we  were  sitting  to  hear  frivolous 
pciitions  ngainst  those  Bills  brought  in  for  grant- 
ing that  supply.  The  honourable  gentleman 
near  me  took  notice  of  the  petitioners  pretend- 
ing, that  the  Bill  now  before  us  is  against  their 
charter ; I hope,  Sir,  they  have  no  charter 
which  debars  this  House  from  taxing  them  as 
well  as  any  other,  subject  of  this  nation  ; I am 
sure  they  can  have  no  such  charter;  but  if  it 
were  possible,  if  they  really  had  such  a charter, 
they  could  not  say  that  the  Bill  now  before  us 
were  any  infringement  Of  it,  because  the  tax  to 
be'dicreby  laid  on,  is  no  tax  upon  them,  but  a tax 
which  is  to  bd  laid  upon  the  French  only  ; and 
shall  'this  House,  Sir,  receive  any  petitions,  or 
hear  any  reasons  that  can  be  offered,  for  not 
taxing  the  French,  more  especially  when  the 
tax  to  be  laid  upon  them  will  most  evidently 
tend  to  the  enconragetnent  of  bur  own  sugar 
colonies?  1 hope,  Sir,  no-  such  petition  will  - 
ever  be  so  much  as  be  allowed  to  be  brought  up 
or  presented  to  this  House.- 

Sir  John  Barnard  answered  ; 

Sir, 

The  Petitioners  do  not  pretend  to  say,  that 
the  Bill  now  depending  is  agrtiiist  their  charter, 
nor  did  I say  any  such  thing  when  l opened  the 
petition  to  this  House;  at  least  if  1 did  lam 
•are  I did  injustice  to  tlie  Petition,  for  the  words 
of  it  are,  ‘ That  they  humbly  conceive,  that  the 

‘ Bill  now  depending  it  passed  into  a law,  would 

Sir,  I am  really  surprized at  the  cqctlmd  of  red- 
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toning  mode  use  of  by  the  two  honourable  gen- 
tlemen, n-ho  buve  appeared  against  the  bring- 
ing up  of  this  petition  : one  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  says,  that  the  Petitioners  are  aiming 
at  nn '-independency,  and  are  disowning  the  au- 
thority of  ibis  House.  This,  Sir,  in  the  present 
case  scents  to  be  a very  odd  assertion;  it  not 
tbeir  applying  by  petition  to  this  House,  as  di- 
rect an  acknowledgement  of  the  authority  of 
this  flonse,  as  can  be  made  by  men?  The  cither 
gentleman  says,  that'  the  Bill  now  before  us  is 
a Bill  for  taxing  the  French  only ; this  seems 
to  be  as  odd  an  assertion  as  the  other  ; does 
the  gentleinnn  imagine  that  the  tax  paid  in  this 
island  upon  French  wipe,  is.  .a  tax  upon  the 
French  ? Does  nut  every  body  know,  that  the 
whole  of  it  is  paid  by  the  consumers  here  ? It 
is  so  fur  from  being  a tax  upon  the  French, 
that  they  have  considerably  raised  the  price  of 
their  wines  since  the  high  duties  were  laid  on 
than  here.  As  to  the  matter  of  form,  Sir,  Ido 
noi  pretend  to  he  u great  master  of  it ; but 
since  1 have  had  the  honour  to  sit  in  parliament 
I remember,  that  several  petitions  have  been 
received  against  duties  to  be  laid  on  i however 
granting  that  it  were  a constant  nnd  perpetual 
ruin  nut  to  receive  petitions  against  such  duties, 
yet  cerWiuly  that  rule  could  relate  only  to  those 
duties,  which  were  to  he  laid  on  fur  raising 
rn  dicy  fur  the  current  service  of  the  public,  it 
could  not  be  presumed  to  relate  to  those  du- 
ties, w hich  were  to  be  laid  on  for  the  regulation 
of  trade  only  ; and  this  last  is  the  case  now  be- 
fore us  The  duties  to  be  laid  on  by  tins  Bill 
a>e  so  fai  fioin  being  duties  for  the  supply  of 
the-  government,  that  I do  not  believe  that  even 
thbae  goUle.i.*  n,  Who  appear  su  tond  of  the  du- 
ties to  belaid  iii l.v  it, so  much  as  expect  or  wish 
tfintanv  111"  r V shall  he  thereby  raised  for  the  use 
of  the  pub!...  . the  Bill  is  not  intended  for  any 
sacli  end  ; u is  rather  in  the  nature  of  a pro- 
hibits . • d it  was  never  pretended  that  no 
peti'  i ms  were  ever  to  be  received  aguinsta  Bdl 
for  | ' ibiting  any  sort  of  commerce. 

Ii  may  be  the  case,  that  this  House  lias  some- 
times refused  to  receive  petitions  ,’rnm  some 
part,  of  Britain  against  duties  to  be  laid  on; 
but  this  can  be  no  reason  why  the  petition,  1 
have  now  in  my hand,  should  lie  rejected:  the 
people  in  every  part  of  Great  Britain  have  a re- 
presentative in  Ibis  House,  who  is  to  take  care 
1*1  tl|eir  particular  interest,  as  well  as  of  the  ge- 
peraKntceest  of  the  n&tiuu  ; and  they  way,  by 
means  of  their  representatives  in  this  House, 
oiler  yvbat  reasons  they  lliiok  proper  against  any 
duties  to  be  laid  on  ; but  the  people,  who  are 
the  petitioners  in  the  petition  I have  now  in 
my  bund,  have  no  particular  representatives  in 
Bus  House  ; and  therefore  they  have  no  other 
way  of  applying  or  of  offering  their  rensoos  to 
this  House,  but  in  the  way  of  being  henrd  at 
the  bur  of  tbc  House  by  their  agent  here  in  Eng- 
land ; therefore  if  that  general  rule  of  not  re- 
ceiving petitions  against  duties  to'  be  laid  on, 
lie  ever  to  lie  receded  from,  the  case  now  be- 
fore us  ought  to  be  au  exception  to  the  general 
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Mr.  Conduit  replied, 

Sir,  1 apprehend  it  has  al way i been  the  cus. 
tom  of  this  House,  I am  sure  it  has  been  the 
custom  ever  siuce  the:  revolution,  to  re- 
ceiving petitions  against  any  duties  tolielajj 
on,  and  that  without  any  distinction  whether 
the  duties  to  be  laid  on  were  I'or  the  raisitw^f 
money,  or  for  the  regulation  of  trade  : ae  0Br 
colonies  are  all  a part  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  they  are  generally  represented  iu- this 
House  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  people  are - 
and  in  all  the  resolutions  of  this  -House,  a. dq* 
regard  will  certainly  be  had  to  the  particular  in- 
tcrest  of  every  one  of  them,  so  far  ns  it  is  eon-‘ 
sistem  with  the  general  interest  of  the  whole 
for  which  reason  I can  see  no  occasion  for 
making  an  exception  as  to  them  ; and  there- 
fore I cannot  but  he  of  the  same  opinion  with 
those  gentlemen,  who  ore  for  refusing  their  con- 
sent to  the  bringiug  up  of  this  Bill.  As  for  tbs 
duties  on  wine,  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
geutlemun  who  spoke  last,  though  they  are, paid 
by  the  consumers  here;  yet  they  may  be  looked 
on  ns  a tax  upon  the  French,  for  if  it  were  not 
for  those  duties,  a much  greater  quantity  of 
their  wines  would  be  consumed  here  than  there 
is  at  present,  and  consequently  they  would 
thereby  drnw  a much  larger  sum  of  money  out 
of  this  nation  than  they  now  do  ; and  as  to  the 
advance  of  the  original  price  of  their  wines, 
there  are  a great  many  other  causes  it  may  be 
owing  to,  bnt  it  never  can  he  owing  to  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  quantity  consumed. 

Mr.  Fulleney  spoke  next : 

Sir;  I do  not  pretend  to  lie  a master  of  form, 
but  I believe  there  may  be  many  precedents 
found,  for  justifying  the  House  in  receiving  the 
petition  now  offered  to  us.  I very  well  know, 
Sir,  how  great  a master  you  are  of  the  form  sand 
methods  of  proceeding  in  this  House, and  there- 
fore I shall  always  be  as  reedy  as  any  gentle- 
man in  the  House,  to  submit  to  your  opinion 
when  any  such  question  arises  ; but  I cannot 
think.  Sir,  that  any  of  your  friends  would  desire 
you  to  give  your  opinion  thus  upouiisurpritb, 
in  a matter  which  seems  to  be  so  nioeh  con- 
tested; nor  do  I believe  that  you  would  be 
ready  to  comply  with  any  such  unreasonable 
desire  ; if  you  should  once  give  your  opinion  In 
any  such  dispute,  I should  be  afraid  after- 
wards to  inspect  the  journals  of  the  House, '-lest 
they  should  be  found  to  contradict  the  opinion 
you  bad  given  : But  if  we  are  to  search  forpio- 
cedents,  I am  sure  that  as  to  the'  present  case, 
there  will  he  no  occasion  for  going  any  farther 
back  than  tlie  revolution.  Before  that  time  i 
believe  we  can  find  few  or  no  precedents  any 
way  relating  to  the  question  now  in  hatnf,  tfc- 
enuse  parliaments  were  Out  then  so  frequent, 
and  taxes  very  rare.  Let  any  gentleman  but 
look  into  the  Statute  Books  lying  upon- our  ta- 
ble, lie  will  there  see  to  what  » vast,  btiilif  lo 
wbac  a number  of  volumes,  onr  statutes  reforms 
to  taxes  have  swelled  since  the  HevMutfodi 
. and  bow  thin,  bow  few  the  volumes  lire,  rapt 
>1  StxdSmScs* aWlwdiuig: W 'uxe*  WM 
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ever  were  made  before  that  time : it  is  mon- 
strous, it  is  even  frightful  to  look  into  the  In- 
dexes, where  for  several  columns  together  we 
see  nothing  but  Taxes,  Taxes,  Taxes!  Itistrue, 
6ir,  when  gentlemen  reflect  on  the  many  bless- 
ings we  thereby  enjoy,  when  they  consider  the 
many  advantages  we  reaped  by  trie  Revolution, 
they  will  think  that  we  could  uat  pay  too  dear 
for  so  happy  a turn  in  our  affairs. 

As  to  the  question  now  before  us,  I 
cannot  see  why  it  should  be  so  much  debated, 
I cannot  see  why  the  receiving  of  this  peti- 
tion should  be  so  much  opposed,  unless  it  be 
that  the  rejecting  of  this  petition,  is  to  be 
made  use  of  as  a precedent  for  receiving  no 
petitions  against  a certain  scheme,  which  we 
expect  soon  te  be  laid  before  us  i this,  I am 
afraid  is  really  the  case ; for  then  gentlemen, 
who  ore  not  much  masters  of  form,  gentlemen 
who  nre  bat  little  conversant  in  the  Journals  of 
the  House,  may  quote  a precedent  of  but  a few 
days  standing,  for  not  receiving  any  petitions 
that  may  be  offered  against  that  scheme ; I do 
not  indeed  know  whether  there  will  In-  any  such 
petitions,  but  if  I may  judge  by  the  spirit  which 
lias  already  appeared  iu  the  nation,  1 can  make 
no  doubt  but  that  petitions  will  be  sent  up 
. from  all  parts  of  the  country  against  that 
•clieme. 

Sir  Tkomat  Aston  said, 

Sir ; As  to  the  point  of  form  which  is  now 
the  subject  of  debate,  I cannot  venture  to  give 
my  opinion  thereon,  but  I am  surprized  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  have  any  nppre- 
hensions  of  ourreftising  to  receive  any  petitions, 
that  may  be  offered  against  the  scheme  he 
hinted  at : For  whatever  objection  there  may 
- be  against  the  House  receiving  any  petitions, 
that. are  offered  against  duties  to  belaid  on, 

• there  cannot  surely  be  any  objection  against 
our  receiving  petitionr,  that  may  be  offered 
against  a new  and  a dangerous  method  of  col- 
lating duties  already  laid  ori. 

Mr.  Sandyt  stood  up  again,  and  said, 

Sir;  Since  gentlemen  seem  so  much  to  dif- 
fer as  to  the  point  of  form,  1 shall  move.  That 

• Committee  may  be  appointed  to  search  prece- 
dents, in  relation  to  the  receiving  or  not  receiv- 
ing petitions  against  the  imposing  of  duties; 

; for  as  some  gbntlemen  have  affirmed  it  to  have 
been  the  constant  usage  of  this  House  ever  since 
the  Revolution,  to  reject  all  such  petitions,  I 
must  take  the  liberty  to  affirm  the  fact  to  have 
been  otherwise;  and  it  is  so  fnr  otherwise,  that 
if  ray  motion  he  agreed  to,  I believe  more  pre- 
cedents will  be  found  for  receiving,  than  for 
rejecting  of  such  petitions. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Heathcote, 
and  thereupon  sir  John  Barnard  desired  to 
withdraw  the  motion  be  had  made:  But  that 
being  opposed,  and  some  debate  arising  as  to 
that  point,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  House  of 
its  being  their  constant  rule,  that  when  any 
motion  is  once  made  and  seconded,  the  ques- 
tion, if  insisted  on,  must  be  put  upon  that  mo- 
tion ; it  could  not  be  withdrawn  without  the 
leave  of  the  litro&i  'btfeapba  the  prtViiiU#11 

vol.  vm. 


Kition  was  moved  for,  and  carried  in  the  of* 
ative  by  140  to  112.  Then  the  question 
was  put  for'  bringing  up  the  petition,  which 
passed  in  the  uegative : alter  this  the  question 
being  also  put  for  searching  of  precedents,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

Debate  on  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole's  Motion  for 
laying  a Duty  tf  6s.  per  Gallon  on  all  Foreign 
Brandies,  for  encouraging  the  Manufacture  and 
Export  of  Home-Made  Spirits. \ March  '9.  The 
House  went  into  a committee,  to  consider  of  the 
most  proper  methods  for  encouraging  the  Ma- 
nufacture and  Export  of  Home-made  Spirits: 
and 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  opened  the  debate  with 
the  following  speech : 

Sir, 

As  we  are  npw  in  a committee  for  encourag-  ■ 
ing  Hume-made  Spirits,  it  may  nut  be  improper 
for  us  to  take  into  our  consideration  the  duties 
payable  on  French  Brandies  and  other  foreign 
spirits : As  the  laws  now  stand,  the  duties  pay* 
able  upon  French  brandies  amount  in  the  whule 
to  about  0s.  id.  per  gallon,  which  has  nlways 
been  looked  on  rather  as  a prohibition,  than  as 
a duty  to  be  fairly  and  honestly  paid  either  by 
the  importer  or  consumer ; and  indeed  it  has 
in  fact  been  always  found  to  he  so,  hut  few  or 
none  have  ever  paid  that  duty ; those  brandies 
I have  alwayijbeen  smuggled  and  stole  in  upon  us, 
notwithstanding  nil  the  methods  we  could  ever 
take  to  prevent  it ; or  they  have  made  use  of  an 
I arrilice  to  evade  the  laws,  which  is  this:  As  the 
laws  stand  at  present,  the  duties  payable  upon 
Flemish  brandies  amount  in  the  whole  hut  to 
4s.  per  gallon,  and  as  it  is  not  possible  to  distin- 
guish Flemish  brandies  from  French  brandies, 
therefore  great  quantities  of  French  brandies 
were  carried  first  to  Rotterdam,  and  from 
thence  imported  upon  us  as  Flemish  brandies  ; 
after  that  they  were  carried  to  Ostend,  and 
from  thence  imported  as  Flemish ; and  now  for 
some  years  past,  they  have  been  carried  to 
Dunkirk,  and  from  thence  brought  to  the  several 
port*  of  Britain,  and  entered  as  Flemish  bran- 
dies. 

As  this  practice  is,  Sir,  an  evasion  of  tba 
latvs  in  being,  it  ought  certainly  to  be  remedied, 
and  the  manner  how,  will  be  the  proper  ques- 
tion  now  to  be  considered;  if  the  duties  now 
payable  upon  French  brandies  should  he  laid  on 
all  foreign  spirits,  it  would  not  only  encourage 
the  smuggling  and  running  trade,  but  it  would 
be  a prejudice  to  onr  own  distilling  trade,  for 
our  distillers  are  under  a necessity  of  mixing  up 
a certain  proportion  of  French  brandy  with  our 
English  spirits,  in  order1 10  make  them  fit  for 
use  either  at  homo  nr  abroad ; -and  therefore  if 
such  n duty  can  be  thought  of  to  be  laid  upon 
all  foreign 'spirits,  as  will  prevent  their  being 
sold  in  this  COuiitry  so  cheap,  as  to  interfere 
with  tne  consumption  of  our  home-madt  pints, 
and  yet  not  disable  us  from  importing  honestly 
mid  fairly  ns  much  as  our  distillers  mny  have  oc- 
casion lor  in  the  manufacture ofoiir  hnme-mad* 
vjplrifspil'.jjopif  come  in 

4 M 


1267]  PARL.  HIST.  6 George  II.  17S 
to  such  a proposition. — In  order.  Sir,  to  innke 
such*  proposition  to  tins  House,  I have  for 
some  time  considered  the  case,  I have  talked 
with  .some  of  the  most  noted  distillers  in  town 
about  it,  >and  I have  made  ail  the  inquiries  I 
thought  proper,  for  obtaining  a full  information 
qs  to  this  particular;  anil  from  the  whole,  1 be- 
lieve that  a duty  of  5s.  per  gallon  upon  all  fo- 
reign brandies,  is  the  most  proper  medium  to  be 
fixed  on. 

This  motion  met  with  very  little  opposition, 
only  some  members  declared,  That  they 
thought  a duly  of  as.  6 d.  would  be  more  efiec- 
tual  for  the  purpose  intended  : Then 

Mr.  Sandy s stood  up,  and  spoke  as  follows  : 

Sir  ; 1 am  glad  to  hear  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  over  the  way,  that  all  mixtures  are 
not  to  be  looked  on  as  public  frauds,  for  it 
seems  the  mixing  of  French  brandy  with  Eng- 
lish spirits  is  not  only  no  public  fraud,  but  a 
mixture  w hich  ought  to  be  encouraged,  as  being 
useful  and  necessary  in  the  distilling-trade; 
yet  with  respect  to  the  public,  I cannot  con- 
ceive how  the  mixing  of  English  cyder  with 
Portugal  wine,  can  be  considered  as  a greater 
fraud  than  the  mixing  of  French  brandy  with 
English  spirits. — I must  likewise  take  notice, 
that  the  same  gentleman  seems,  to  admit,  that 
the  laws  of  the  customs  and  excise,  when  united 
and  joined  togeiher,  are  found  io  be  ineffectual 
for  collecting  the  duties  payable  upon  the  com- 
modities he  mentioned,  or  for  the  preventing 
the  smuggling  and  running  of  them  into  this 
kingdom  ; and  therefore  I hope,  Sir,  I shall 
not  hereafter  hear  any  proposition,  eilher  from 
that  gentleman  or  any  of  his  friends,  for  laying 
any  other  duties  under  the  same  circumstances, 
more  especially  since  the  uniting  the  laws  of  the 
customs  and  excise  is  well  known  to  he,  in  all 
cases,  an  uuiun,  which  is  most  grievous  and 
most  hurthensnme  to  the  subject. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  Dunkirk  having 
been  mentioned  us  n port, 

Sir  William  Wi/ndhom  said,  That  he  was 
surprized  to  hear  it  so  touch  as  mentioned  s\s  a 
port : That  it  was  against  the  honour  of  the 
English  nation  to  acknowledge  it  as  such,  or  to 
admit  that  it  should  ever  be  made  use  of  as 
such  : That  it  was  not  now  the  proper  subject 
of  tiieir  consideration,  but  lie  hoped  that  the 
House'  Would  at  some  other  time  take  an  op- 
portunity to  resolve  itself  into  a Committee  to 
consider  of  an.  affair  of  so  great  importance. 
To  this 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  replied,  That  he  hoped 
gentlemen  would  not  he  diverted  from  what 
was  then  the  p rope  {'subject  of  their  considera- 
tion : That  Dunkirk's  being  mentioned  as  a 
port,  must  necessarily  raise  the  just  indignation 
of  every  Englishman : That  no  Englishman 
ever  did,  or  ever  could  admit  it  as  a port:  But 
that  whatever  terms  gentlemen  might  inadver- 
tently make  use  of,  yet  he  Imped  no  pretence 
would  ever  be  from  thence  taken  to  infriuge 
(hose  rights,  which  this  nation  is  by  a most  so- 
lemn treaty  justly  intitled  to. 

Then  jJw  jCj*mmitt^e  restjlve^  “ Thgt  :$ie 


3. — Debate  on  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  [126$ 

Act  passed  in  i lie  4nd  year  of  king  George  II 
intitled,  An  Act,  ‘ For  laying  a Duty  upon 
‘ Compound  Waters  or  spirits,  and  for  licensing 
‘ the  retailers  thereof,'  had  been  a discourage- 
meat  to  the  distilling  of  spirits  from  corn  in 
Great  Britain,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed : That  for  the  eucouragement  of  i|,e 
exportation  of  spirits  drawn  from  corn  in  Great 
Britain,  a drawback,  or  allowance  of  61.  84.  per 
ton,  ought  10  be  paid  and  allowed  on  the  expor- 
tation thereof:  And  that  the  duties  payable 
upon  brandy  and  spirits  imported,  except  from 
his  Majesty’s  plantations  in  America,  should 
from  the  24th  of  June  next,  cease  and  deter- 
mine, and  that  in  lieu  thereof  there  should  be 
granted  to  his  Majesty  a duty  of  five  shillings 
per  gallon,  on  all  brandy  and  spirits  imported 
from  foreign  parts,  except  such  as  shall  be  of 
the  growth  and  manufacture  of  his  Majesty's 
plantations  in  America.” 

March  12.  The  above  Resolutions  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  a Bill  ordered  ac- 
cordingly, which  afterwards,  with  some  amend* 
ments,  passed  into  law, 

G 11  ext  Debate  in  the  House  op  Com- 
mons on  Sm  Robert  Walpole's  proposing 
bis  Excise  Scheme.]  March  14.  The  House 
resolved  itself  into  a Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  consider  of  the  most  proper  methods 
for  the  better  Security  and  Improvement  of  the 
Duties  and  Revenues,  already  charged  upon, 
and  payable  from.  Tobacco  and  Wines  : The 
many  Accounts,  Returns,  and  other  Papers, 
which  the  House  had  before  called  for,  being 
first  referred  to  the  said  Committee  ; aud  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Customs  and  of  the  Ex- 
cise attending,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  pre- 
ceding day ; 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  opened  the  debate  with 
the  following  Speech  :* 

“ Sir; 

“ As  I had  the  honour  to  move  that  the 
House  should  resolve  itself  into  this  Committee, 
I think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  open  to  you, 
what  was  then  intended  to  be  proposed  as  the 
subject  of  your  consideration.  This  Committee 
is  appointed  for  the  better  security  of  the  uuties 
and  revenues  already  charged  and  payable  upon 
tobacco.  This  can  he  done  in  no  way  so  pro- 
per and  effectual,  as  by  preventing  the  commis- 
sion of  those  frauds  by  which  the  revenue  has 
already  sustained  such  great  injuries.  As  the 
proposed  improvement  is  to  be  made  by  an  al- 
teration in  the  method  of  collecting  and  ma- 
naging the  duties  already  imposed,  without  any 
addition,  or  subjecting  to  the  same  duties  any 
articles  uot  already  chargeable,  I might  have 

* “ The  substance  of  this  Sptecli  is  princi- 
pally taken  from  heads  and  memorandums,  in 
the  hand-writiug  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  among 
the  Orlbrd  Papers,  A few  connecting  sen- 
tences have  been  supplied  from  the  printed 
Speech  in  the  contemporary  publications:  Po- 
litical Stale ; Historical  Register.  See  also 
^handler.”  Cox?’^. Walpole^  - -• 


HfiO]  PARL.  HIST.  0 George  II.  1753.— proposing  hi*  Excise  Scheme.  [1*7# 


avoided  stating  this  project  to  a Committee  of 
the  whole  House;  hut  I have  deserted  the 
old  road,  ami  proposed  a supply  not  immedi- 
ately necessary  for  the  current  service  of  the 
year,  that' I might  leave  u greater  freedom  of 
consideration,  fey  taking  away  every  appear- 
ance of  pressing-  necessity.  I shall  therefore 
only  oliserVefthat  some  previous  provision  must 
be  made  for  th- future  application  of  the  in- 
creased sum  « liicti,  should  the  plnn  I am  about 
ft>  propose  to-be  ullopled,  will  he  received  into 
Ihe  excliefpier. 

- “ The  contest',  in  the' present  instance,  is  be- 
tween the  unfair  trader,  ou  one  side  ; the  fair 
Wader,  the  plnnler.  and  the  public,  on  the 
Other;  but  to  the  public  must  be  referred  my 
most  forcible  appenl,  as  they,  in  truth,  bear  the 
Whole  weight  of  the  injury : for  though  the 
fraudulent  factor  seems  to  make  the  planter, 
retailer,  and  consumer  equally  his  prey,  yet 
the  landed  interest  uUunurcly  suffers  the  whole 
effect  of  the  fraud,  by  making  good  what  the 
subject  pays,  and  the  government  does  not  re- 

“ In  such  n cause.  I might  reasonably  expect 
the  approbation  of  the  fair  trader,  and  the  as- 
sistance of  parliament ; for  assuredly,  if  in 
these  tunes  any  enuse  can  possibly  be  consi- 
dered exempt  from  the  operations  of  patty,  it  is 
the  cause  now  before  the  Committee.  But, 
Sir.  1 am  not  to  learn,  that  whoever  attempts 
to  remedy  frauds,  attempts  a thing  very  disa- 
greeable to  all  those  who  have  been  guilty  of 
them,  or  who  expect  to  derive  future  benefits 
from  them.  I know  that  these  men,  who  are 
considerable  iu  their  numbers,  and  clamorous 
in  tbeir  exertions,  have  found  abettors  in  ano- 
ther quarter,  in  persons  much  worse  than  them- 
selves; in  men  who  are  fund  of  improving 
•very  opportunity  of  stirring  up  the  people  to 
mutiny  and  sedition.  But  as  the  scheme  1 
have  to  propose,  will  not  only  be  a groat  im- 
provement to  the  revenue,  an  improvement  of 
two  or  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  by  the 
year,  but  also  great  benefit  to  the  fair  trader, 

I shall  not  be  deterred,  either  by  cnlumny  or 
Clamour,  from  doing  my  duty  as  a member  of 
this  House,  and  bringing  forward  a measure, 
Which  my  own  conscience  justifies  me  in  say- 
ing,' will  be  attended  with  the  most  important 
advantages  to  the  revenues  and  commerce  of 
tny  country. 

, “ Justuqiet  tenaccm  propositi  viroro, 

“ yun.ci.vium  ardor  prava  jubentiuni, 

} Meiite  qnatit  solidi.” 

»o«  Amongst  the  many  slanders  to  which  the  ' 
report  of  this  project  lias  expnsed  me,  I can- 
nor  avoid  mentioning  one,  which  has  been  cir- 
culated with  an  assiduity  proportioned  to  its 
Want  «f  troth;  that  I was  mult , to  propose  a 
general  excise.  In  all  plans  for  the  benefit  of 
government,  two  essential  poinrs  must  be  con- 
sidered, justice  Riid  practicability : many  things 

just'  Which  Would  nut  be  practicable  ; but 
taeti  .a'scliehie  would  be  neither  one  or  the 
other.  VaridluHtfSI  > 


rious  their  fates : few  have  had  the  crimes  of 
all;  none  till  now  found  that  the  imputation  of 
crime  to  bint,  became  a merit  in  otitors.  Yet 
if  I were  to  propose  to  you  such  n scheme,  po- 
pular opinion  would  run  exactly  in  that  chan- 
nel. -I  t would  be  a crime  in  me  to  propose,  * 
crime  in  you  to  accept ; aud  the  only  chance 
left  to  the  House  of  retaining  the  favour  of  the 
people,  would  be  the  unqualified  rejection  of 
the  project.  But  I ilo  most  unequivocally  as- 
sert, that  no  such  scheme  ever  entered  my  head, 
or,  foriC'hat  1 know,  into  the  head  of  any  man 
I am  acquainted  with.  Yet  though  i do  not 
wish  to  do  wrong,  I shall  always  reinin  a pro- 
per share  of  courage  and  self-confidence  to  do 
what  l judge  right,  and  in  the  measures  I am 
about  to  propose,  ahull  rest  my  clnim  to  sup- 
port nod  approbation  on  the  candid,  the  judi- 
cious, nnd  the  truly  patriotic. 

“ My  thoughts  have  been  confined  solely  to 
the  revenue  arising  from  live  duties  on  nine  and 
tobacco : nnd  it  wns  the  frequent  udvices  I bad 
of  the  shumefnl  bauds  committed  in  these  two 
branches,  and  die  complaints  of  the  merchants 
themselves,  that  induced  me  to  turn  my  aiten- 
tion  to  discover  a remedy  for  this  growing  evil. 
I am  persuaded,  that  what  I am  about  to  pro- 
pose, will,  if  granted,  be  an  effectual  remedy. 
But  if  gentlemen  will  be  prevailed  on  by  in- 
dustry, artifice  and  clamour,  to  indulge  the 
suggestions  of  party  prejudice,  ihey  and  tbeir 
posterity  must  pay  dear  for  it,  by  the  grievous 
entail  of  a heavy  land  tax,  which  they  will 
have  sanctioned  by  their  pusillanimity,  in  not 
daring  to  brave  ihu  outrages  of  the  fraudulent 
and  self-interested.  For  myself,  I shall  only 
say,  I have  so  little  partiality  for  this  scheme, 
except  what  a real  and  constitutional  love  of 
Ihe  public  inspires,  that  if  I fail  iu  this  propo- 
sal, it  will  be  ihe  last  attempt  of  the  kind  I 
shall  ever  make,  aud  I believe,  a minister  will 
not  soon  be  found  hardy  enough  to  brave,  on 
the  behalf  of  the  people,  and  without  the  slight- 
est motive  of  interest,  the  worst  effects  of  po- 
pular delusion  and  popular  injustice. 

“ I shall  for  the  present,  confine  myself  en- 
tirely to  the  tobacco  trade,  and  to  the  frauds 
practised  iu  that  branch  of  the  revenue.  If 
there  is  one  subject  of  taxation  more  obvious 
than  another,  more  immediately  within  the  di- 
rect aim  of  fiscal  imposition  than  another,  it  is 
such  an  article  of  luxury  as  depends  for  its  use 
on  custom  or  cnprice;  and  is  by  no  means  es- 
sential to  the  support  of  real  comfort  of  human 
life.  If  there  is  a 'subject  of  taxation  where  it 
is  more  immediately  the  province  of  the  legis- 
lature to  suppress  fraud,  and  strictly  to  insist 
on  the  payment  of  every-  impost,  it  must  be 
that  where  the  wrong  is  felt  by  every  class  of 
persons  aud  noue  are  benefited,  except  the 
most  dishonest  nnd  profligate  part  of  the  com- 
munity. Both  these  descriptions  apply  to  the 
subject  before  us.  For  though  the  use  of  to- 
bacco is  perhaps  less  sanctioned  by  natural 
reason  than  any  other  luxury,  yet  so  great  is 
the  predilection  for  it,  in  its  various  forms,  that, 
ffranj)  oile  pained  SOrttJre  Hinvalaiwuitisuo  eiemp- 
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tion  from  the  dutjr ; nnd  sorely  it  must  be  con- 
sidered an  intolerable  grievance,  that  by  the 
frauds  which  are  daily  committed,  the  very 
poorest  of  the  peasantry  are  obliged  to' pay  this 
doty  twice : oiice  in  the  enhanced  price  of  the 
article;  for  though  the  fraudulent  trader  con- 
trives to  save  to  himself  the  amount  of  the  tax 
imposed  by  parliament,  yet  he  does  not  sell  it 
cheaper  to  the  public ; and  a second  time,  in 
the  tax  that  is  necessarily  substituted  to  make 
good  the  deficiency  which  has  been  by  these 
means  oocasioned.  Did  it  ever  happen  till 
now,  that  when  ari  abuse  or  this  kind  was  to  be 
remedied,  endeavours  were  used  to  make  the 
attempt  unpopular  ? 

“ In  discussing  this  subject,  it  will  he  neces- 
sary first  to  advert  to  the  condition  of  oar 
planters  of  tobacco  in  America,"  If  they  nre 
to  be  believed,  they  are  reduced  to  the  utmost 
extremity,  even  almost  to  a state  of  despair, 
by  the  many  frauds  that  hnve  been  committed 
in  that  trade,  nnd  by  the  ill  usage  they  have 
sustained  from  their  factors  and  correspondents 
in  England,  who  from  being  their  servants,  are 
become  their  tyrants.  These  unfortunate  peo- 
ple hnve  sent  home  many  representations  of  the 
bad  state  of  their  affairs ; thoy  have  lately  de- 

! iuted  a gentleman  with  a remonstrance,  setting 
orth  their  grievances,  and  praying  , for  some 
speedy  relief:  this  they  may  obtain  by  means 
of  the  scheme  I intend  now  to  propose ; but  I 
believe  it  is  from  that  alone  they  can  expect 
any  relief. 

“ The  next  thing  to  be  considered  is,  the 
state  of  the  tobacco  trade  with  respect  to  the 
fair  trader.  The  man  who  deals  honourably 
with  the  public,  as  well  as  individuals,  the  man 
who  honestly  pays  all  his  duties,  finds  himself 
forestalled  in  almost  every  market  within  the 
island,  by  the  smuggler  and  fraudulent  dealer. 
As  to  our  foreign  trade  in  tobacco,  those  who 
have  no  regard  to  honour,  to  religion,  or  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  but  are  every  day  con- 
iriving  ways  and  means  for  cheating  the  pnblic 
by  perjuries  and  false  entries,  ore  the  greatest 
gainers ; and  it  will  always  he  so,  unless  we 
can  contrive  some  method  of  putting  it  out  of 
their  power  to  carry  on  such  frauds  for  the  fu- 

“ We  ought  to1  consider  the  great  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  public;  by  means  of  the  frauds 
committed  in  the  tobacco  trade,  and  the  addi- 
tion that  must  certainly  he  made  to  the  reve- 
nue, if  those  fraudscau  be  prevented  in  future. 
By  this  addiiion,  parliament  will  acquire  the 
means  of  exercising  one  of  its  most  enviable 

C"  rileges,  that  of  diminishing  the  burthens  of 
country,  the  power  of  doing  which  will  thus 
be  presented  to  them  in  various  forms.  If  it 
should  be  the  prevailing-opinion,  that  the  dis- 
charge of  the  national  debt  should  be  accele- 
rated, this  increase  offers  an  abundant  resource. 
If  the  idea  should  prevail,  that  those  taxes  ought 
to  he  alleviated  which  fall  heaviest  on  our  ma- 
nufacturers nnd  the  labouring  poor,  as  soap 
and  candles,  this  increase  will  replace  the  dif- 
ference. :,fM  if  phottW.hajndgpd  d^tnjpre . 
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immediate  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
current  service,  the  fund  may  be  reserved  for 
that  use : and  it  is  manifestly  unjust  and  impo, 
litic,  that  llie  national  debt  should  be  continued 
and  the  payment  postponed  ; or.  that  the  heavy 
duties  on  our  manufactures  should  remain 
which  nre  justly  paid,  and  without  fraud;  or 
that  ways  and  means  for  the  current  service 
should  be  annually  imposed,  if  the  present  re- 
venues will  answer  all  or  anv  of  these  ourposet, 
This,  I am  convinced,  will  be  the  effect  of  the 
scheme  I am  to  propose,  and  whoever  views  ij 
in  its  proper  light,  must  see  the  planters,  ihe 
fair  traders,  and  the  public,  ranged  on  one  sidp 
in  support  of  it ; and  none  but  the  unfair  trader* 
and  tobacco  factors  on  the  oilier. 

“ I am  aware  that  the  evidence  to  be  ad, 
duced  in  proof  of  the  existence  of  the  frauds  I 
am  about  to  enumerate,  is  not  such  ns  would 
be  sufficient  to  induce  n court  of  justice  10  pro, 
nnunce  the  guilt  of  those  to  whom  they  may  he 
imputed.  But  as  I do  not  undertake  the  task 
of  inculpation,  if  I make  out  such  a case  to  the 
Committee,  as.will  enable  them  to  decide  on 
the  existence  of  the  crime,  they  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  apply  the  remedy.  They  will  consider 
the  deficiency  of  strict  legal  proof,  as  a moth* 
for  their  interference,  rather  than  their  forbear- 
ance; more  particularly  when  they  reflect,  thus 
if  persons  are  with  difficulty  induced  to  give 
testimony  in  sueba  case  as  this,  where  the  good 
of  the  country  only  is  to  he  pursued,  without 
injury  to  any  one,  they  will  be  still  less  easily 
brought  forward  to  give  such  information  Bi 
will  tend  to  the  ruin  of  others.  In  this  case  it 
is  hardly  too  much  to  say,  that  gentlemen  should 
learn  from  the  example  of  those  interested, 
howto  conduct  themselves:  they  have,  with 
an  alacrity  and  unblushing  eagerness  which 
proves,  which  confesses  their  guilt,  hastily  in- 
ferred the  most  violent  intentions  in  the  friends 
of  government ; they  have  Assumed  facts,  and 
inferred  intentions,  without  the  smallest  data 
on  which  to  found  their  presumptions.  I ask 
no  more  than  this : if  I succeed  in  making  it 
appear  that  gross  frauds  are  daily  practised, 
and  the  revenue  injured  in  a most  daring  and 
profligate  manner ; that  the  proposed  remedy, 
should  it  appear  adequate  and  applicable,  may 
be  resorted  to,  without  subjecting  me  to  tiia 
necessity  of  procuring  that  which  is,  in  fact, 
unattainable,  such  precise  proof  as  would  satis- 
fy the  administrators  of  the  laws  in  the  disposal 
of  property,  or  deciding  on  guilt.  Such  evi- 
dence, and  such  facts  as  I have  been  able  to 
collect,  it  is  my  duty  to  lay  before  you ; and  it 
is  your  duty  to  support  me,  unless  my  plan  ap- 
pears totally  void  of  reason  and  justice." 

The  minister  then  proceeded  to  give  such 
preliminary  statements  and  calculations,  as 
were  necessary  to  render  his  plans  intelligible, 
to  make  the  abuses  obvious,  and  to  demonstrate 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  reform.  From 
these  statements  it  appeared,  that  the  existing 
duties  on  tobacco  amounted  to  sixpence  nnd 
.9>W-Poun^*  •Tb* 
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discounts,  allowances,  and  drawbnckl,  were  • and  they  were  iiatueiliqtfiv  sported.  It  apf 
total  drawback  on  re-exportation  ; ten  per  pears  on  these  200  hogsheads,  that  the  duties 
pent,  on  prompt  payment;  and  fifteen  per  paid  at  importation,  accord  ingto,  tbe  weights 
pent,  on  bonded  duties.  The  gross  produce  of  in  tbe  land-waiters  books,  were  short  of  the  real 
(lie  tax,  at  a medium,  754,1311.  4s.  ?</.  the  net  weights  by  13,398  pounds.  Tbe  certificates 
product  only  161,000/.  sworn  to  for  Mr.  Peele  to  obtain  debentures, 

Haring  made  these  statements  with  the  ut-  ware  to  discharge  bonds  given  on  a former 
most  exactness  and  perspicuity,  he  proceeded  : entry  of  Virginia  tobacco,  imported  in  No- 
vember 1731.  The  indorsement  on  the  cocket 
“ I shall  now  point  out  as  clearly  as  I can,  made  by  Mr.  Peele,  in  order  to  receive  the  de- 
and  as  amply  as  my  knowledge  will  enable  me,  benturcs,  exceeded  the  real  weights  actually 
the  principal  frauds' and  roost  glaring  instauees  shipped  by  8,288  pounds,  so  that  the  total  of 
of  dishonesty,  which  occasion  this  amazing  dis-  the  pounds  weight  gained  by  this  fraud,amoumf 
proportion.  And  first  I shall  mention  one,  to  21,580. 

which  seems  alone  capnble  of  diverting  from  “ The  next  fraud  to  which  I shall  direct 
its  proper  channel  tbe  amount  of  any  tax.  I your  attention,  is  that  of  receiving  the  draw- 
mean  that  of  using  light  weights  inwards,  and  back  on  tobacco  for  exportation,  and  relanding 
heavy  weights  outwards,  of  paying  by  the  first,  it.  The  effects  of  this  practice  are  too  obvious 
and  taking  the  drawback  by  the  last,  and  to  require  elucidation,  and  it  has  been  carried 
charging  the  planter,  and  taking  commission  to  such  an  exteot,  that  a great  number  of  ships 
by  the  whole.  This  evil  is  farther  enhanced  were  employed  at  Guernsey,  Jersey,  and  the 
by  negligence  ; for  it  is  customary  to  weigh  a Isle  of  Man,  in  receiving  and  relanding  such 
few  hogsheads  only,  and  if  they  answer,  the  tobacco.  Nor  was  the  evil  confined  co  these 
whole  pass  according  to  the  numbers  in  the  ports ; a very  intelligent  gentleman,  Mr. 
Cocket.  ilowel,  who  resided  many  years  ia  Flanders, 

“ A particular  instance  of  this  fraud  came  has  frequently  observed  several  quantities 
lately  to  our  knowledge  by  mereaccideut : one  of  tobacco  imported  into  Ostcnd  and  Dunkirk, 
Mitfnrd,  who  had  been  a considerable  tobacco  end  there  repacked  in  bales  of  one  hundred 
merchant  in  the  city,  happened  to  fail,  at  a time  pounds  each,  and  put  on  bnard  vessels  which 
when  he  owed  a large  sum  of  money  on  bond  waited  there  to  reland  it  in  England  or  Ireland, 
to  the  crown.  An  extent  was  immediately  issued  About  twelve  months  ago,  nine  British  vessels 
against  him,  and  government  obtained  pos-  were  employed  in  taking  cargoes  for  this  pur- 
session  of  all  his  hooka,  by  which  the  fraud  was  pose  at  Dunkirk. 

discovered.  For  it  appeared,  as  may  be  seen  “ The  third  fraud  to  which  I shall  direct  the 
by  one  of  his  books,  which  I have  in  my  hand,  attention  of  the  committee,  is  that  of  receiving 
that  upon  tbe  column  where  the  fnlso  quan-  the  whole  drawback  for  a commodity  of  almost 
titles  which  had  been  entered  at  the  importa-  no  value,  namely,  the  stalks  of  the  tobacco, 
tion  were  marked,  he  bad,  by  a collusion  with  which  it  is  usual,  after  the  leaf  has  been 
tbe  officer,  got  a slip  of  paper  so  artfully  pasted  stripped  off,  to  press  flat  and  cut,  and  by  mix- 
down,  that  it  could  not  be  discovered,  and  upon  ing  this  offal  with  sand  and  dust,  impose  on  the 
this  slip  of  paper  were  written  the  real  quan-  revenue  officers,  and  obtain  the  same  draw- 
tides  which  were  entered,  becaase  he  was  back  as  for  an  equal  weight  of  the  entire  plant, 
obliged  to  produce  the  same  book  when  that  This  miserable  stuff,  when  the  fraudulent  pun- 
tobacco  was  entered  for  exportation.  But  pose  has  once  been  answered,  i9  either  thrown 
upon  exportation,  the  tobacco  was  entered  and  into  the  sea,  or  relanded  and  sold  at  three  fan- 
weighed  according  to  the  quantities  marked  on  things  a pound,  with  an  allowance  of  1,010 
this  slip  of  paper,  by  which  he  secured  a draw-  pounds  weight  in  five  hogsheads, 
back,  or  his  bonds  returned,  to  near  doable  the  “ Hie  fourth  fraud  I shall  advert  to,  is  ooa 
value  Of  whnt  he  had  actually  paid  duty  for  of  very  great  consequence,  known  by  the  name 
Upon  importation.  Yet  this  Mitford  was  as  of  socking,  which  is  a cant  term  for  pilferiog 
honest  a man,  and  as  fair  a trader,  as  any  in  and  stealing  tobacco  from  ships  in  the  river, 
the  city  of  London.  I desire  not  to  bo  mis-  This  iniquitous  practice,  which  waa  discovered 
understood  ; I mean,  tlmt  before  he  failed,  be-  in  1T28  and  1729,  was  cliiefly  carried  on  by 
fore  these  frauds  came  to  be  discovered,  he  was  watermen,  lightermen,  tide-waiters,  and  city 
always  reckoned  as  honest  a man,  and  as  fair  a porters,  called  gnngs-men  : tbe  commodity. so 
trader,  as  any  in  the  city  of  London,  or  in  auy  pilfered  was  deposited  in  houses  from  London 
cither  part  of  the  nation.”  Bridge  to  Woolwich,  and  afierwards  sold,  fre. 

After  enumerating  several  other  instances  qnently  to  eminent  merchants.  Five  hundred 
where  government  had  been  defrauded  of  a examinations  have  been  taken  on  -the  subject, 
full  third  of  the  duties  imposed,  and  legally  from  which  it  appears,  that,  ia  the  space  of 
payable,  he  came  to  Feele’s  case,  which  is  one  year,  filly  tons  were  sacked  on  board-ships 
singular  from  its  enormity.  “ In  September  and  on'  the  quays.  Sixteen  tons  were  seised, 
1782,  this  Peele  entered  in  the  James  and  but  that  quantity  was  reckoned  on  inconsidera- 
Mary,  from  Maryland,  310  hogsheads  of  to-  ble  part  of  the  whole.  In  consequence  of 
bacco,  for1  which  he  paid  the  duty  in  ready  these  informations,  ISO  officers  were  dismissed, 
money.  In  October  following,  he  sold  200  nine  were  convicted,  of  whom  six  are  ordered 
iogshe^  : .these 
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prosecutions  were  all  carried  on  at  the  expence 
of  government ; and  it  is  not  a little  remarkable, 
when  we  recollect  the  professions  of  patriotism, 
virtue,  and  disinterestedness,  which  are  now  so 
copiously  poured  forth,  that  not  a single  mer- 
chant, though  the  facts  were  so  notorious  and 
shameful,  assisted  the  state,  either  by  informa- 
tion or  pecuniary  exertion,  to  suppress  the 
fraud,  or  bring  the  delinquents  to  punishment. 

“ The  Inst  grievance  I shall  mention,  cannot 
to  properly  be  denominated  a fraud,  us  an 
abuse  arising  from  tbe  nature  of  the  duties 
paid,  and  the  manner  of  paying  them  ; I mean 
the  advantage  afforded  to  the  merchant  of 
trading  with  the  public  money,  or  making  go- 
vernment pay  more  than  they  receive.  Bonds 
are  given  for  eighteen  mouths,  three  years  are 
allowed  for  the  exportation  of  tbe  article,  and 
new  importations  discharge  old  bonds.  The 
losses  which  resulc  to  government  from  the 
failure  of  the  obligors  in  these  bouds,  is  im- 
mense; besides  the  ungracious  task  to  which  it 
subjects  them  of  suing  the  sureties,  who  had 
no  interest  in  the  contract.  The  rich  trader 
has  another  advantage;  he  avoids  giving  bonds, 
by  paying  the  amount  of  his  duties  in  ready 
money,  for  whioh  he  is  allowed  a discount  of 
ten  per  cent.  Now  it  is  very  common,  and 
not  out  of  the  line  of  fair  trade,  fur  a merchant 
to  pay  this  duty,  receive  the  discount,  and  by 
immediately  entering  the  same  commodity  for 
exportation,  gain  an  advantage  (I  will  not  say 
defraud  the  revenue)  of  ten  per  cent,  without 
loss,  risque,  or  expenditure. 

“ The  frauds  which  1 have  here  enumerated 
are,  I apprehend,  sufficiently  proved  to  satisfy 
the  Committee nf  their  existence,  and  their  enor- 
mity is  obvious  enough  to  demand  active  inter- 
ference. The  only  remedy  I can  devise,  is  that 
of  altering  the  manner  of  collecting  the  duties. 
Prauds  become  practicable  by  having  but  one 
check  at  importation,  and  one  at  exportation  ; if 
there  is  but  one  sentinel  at  a garrison,  and  be 
sleeps,  or  is  corrupted,  the  castle  is  taken  ; hut 
if  there  are  more  than  one,  it  is  in  vain  to  cor- 
rupt the  first,  without  extending  the  same  influ- 
ence to  those  who  remain;  and  when  difficulties 
are  so  multiplied,  the  project  becomes  hazard- 
ous and  uncertniu,  and  is  abandoned. 

“ If  the  grievance  then  is  admitted,  it  only 
remains  to  mention  the  remedy,  and  to  consider 
whether  it  is  effectual,  or  whether  it  isi  worse 
than  the  disease. 

“ The  laws  of  the  customs  are  manifestly  in- 
sufficient to  prevent  the  frauds  which  already 
exist;  I therefore  propose  to  add  the  laws  of ex- 
cise  : and  by  means  of  both,  it  is  probable.  I 
may  say  certain,  that  all  such  frauds  will  be 
prevented  in  future. 

“ I have  already  stated  to  tbe  committee, 
that  the  several  imposts  on  tobacco  amount  tu 
sixpence  and  one  third  of  n penny  per  pound, 
all  of  which  must  be  paid  down  in  ready  mo- 
ney upon  importation,  with  the  allowanceoften 

Eer  cent,  upon  prompt  payment;  or  there  must 
e bonds  given,  with  sufficient  suieties,  for  pay- 
SMftt,  yrimOhit  *i  gra*tllWM9  ftbfKgwWiqjr 
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and  always  a great  inconvenience  to  the  mar. 
chant  importer.  Whereas,  by  what  I shall  pro. 
pose,  the  whole  duty  will  amnuut  to  no  more  than 
fourpence  three  fartliuiys  per  pound,  and  will 
not  lie  paid  till  the  tobacco  is  sold  for  home 
consumption ; so  that  if  the  merchant  exports 
his  tobacco,  he  will  be  quite  free  from  all  pa-_ 
ment  of  duty,  or  giving  security : he  will  |,aye 
nothing  to  do  but  re-lead  lb  tobacco  fur  ex- 
portation, without  being  at  tbe  trouhle  of  at- 
tending to  Imve  his  bonds  cancelled,  or  taking 
out  debentures  for  the  drawbacks  ; all  which  I 
conceive,  must  lie  a great  ease  to  the  fiir 
trader  ; and  to  every  such  trader  the  preven- 
tion of  frauds  must  be  u great  advantage,  lie- 
cause  it  will  put  all  the  tobacco  traders  in  Bri- 
tain on  the  same  footing,  which  is  hut  just  and 
equitable,  and  what  ought,  if  possible,  to  be 
accomplished. 

“ Now,  iu  order  to  make  this  ease  effectual 
to  the  fair  trader,  and  to  contribute  to  liis  ad- 
vantage, by  preventing,  ns  ranch  as  possible,' 
ull  frauds  for  the  future,  I propose,  as  1 have 
said,  to  join  the  luws  of  excise  to  those  of  the 
customs,  and  to  leave  theoue  penny,  or  ratlin 
three  farthings  per  pound,  called  the  farther 
subsidy,  to  be  still  charged  at  the  custom  honse, 
upon  (he  importation  of  tobacco,  which  three 
farthings  shall  be  payable  to  his  Majesty’s  civil 
list  as  heretofore ; and  I propose  for  the  future 
that  all  tobacco,  after  being  weighed  at  tlie 
custom-house,  and  charged  with  the  said  three 
farthings  per  pound,  shall  be  lodged  in  a ware- 
house or  warehouses,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
commissioners  of  excise  for  that  purpose,  of 
which  warehouse  the  merchant  importer  shall 
have  one  lock  and  key,  and  the  warehouse* 
keeper  to  he  appointed  by  the  said  commission- 
ers shall  have  another,  that  the  tobacco  may 
lie  safe  in  that  warehouse,  till  the  merchant 
finds  a market  for  it,  either  for  exportatiotvof 
home  consumption  ; if  hit  market  be  for '«■* 
porfotion,  he  may  apply  to  his  warehouse-keep*' 
er,  and  take  out  as  much  for  that  purpose  at  tie 
has  occasion  for,  w hich,  when  weighed  at  the 
custom-house,  shall  he  discharged  of  the  three 
farthings  per  pound  with  which  it  was  charged 
upon  importation,  so  that  the  merchant  rosy1 
then  export  it  without  any  farther  trouble.  But 
if  his  market  be  for  borne  consumption, he  thall 
pay  tbe  three  farthings  charged  upon  it  at  the 
custom-house  upon  importation,  and  then; 
upon-callinghis  warehouse-keeper,  he  may  deJ 
liver  it  to  the  buyer,  on  pnying  nn  inland  duty 
of  fourpence  per  pound,  to  the  proper  officer 
appointed  to  receive  the  same. 

“ And  whereas  all  penalties  and  forfeitures 
to  become  due  by  the  laws  now  in  being;  for 
regulating  the  collection  of  the  furies  onto* 
bacco,  or  at  least  all  that  part  of  theorwhicV 
is  not  given  to  informers,  now  belong  to  the' 
crown,  I now  propose  that  all  such  penalties : 

and  forfeitures,  in  so  far  as  they  formerly  be* 
longed  to  the  crown,  shall  for  the  future  belong 
to  the  public,  and  be  applicable  to  the  same 
uses  to  which  the  said  duties  shall  be  made  np- 
Rnrl«unsBt;.1pud1  foj  that  purport! 
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have  the  King’s  commands 
House,  that  he,  out  ol' 'Ins  great  regard  for  I he 
public  good,  with  pleasure  consents  that  the; 
shnll  be  so  applied ; which  is  a condescension 
in  Ins  Majesty,  that  I hope  every  gentleman  in 
this  House  is  fully  sensible  of,  and  wdl  freely 
acknowledge. 

“ Having  thus  explained  my  scheme  to  the 
Committee,  I shall  briefly  touch  on  ihe  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from,  and  anticipate  some  of 
the  objections  which  may  probably  be  made 
to  it. 

“ First  then,  taming  duties  upon  importation 
into  duties  on  consumption,  is  manifestly  a , 
great  benefit  10  the  merchant  importer.  The 

aving  down  of  duties,  or  bonding,  are  heavy 

or liir iis.  The  payment  of  duties  requires  u 
treble  stock  to  wlmt  would  else  be  requisite  in 
trade  ; and  the  asking  securities,  besides  nu- 
merous other  inconveniences,  subjects  the  mer- 
chant to  the  necessity  of  returning  the  favour. 
It  hardly  requires  to  be  mentioned,  that  it  is  a 
very  great  accommodation  to  be  obliged  to  pro- 
vide for  l be  payment  of  one  penny  only, 
instead  of  sixpence  and  one  third  of  a penny. 

“ The  next  benefit  is  the  great  abatement  on 
the  whole  duty.  The  inland  duty  being  fourpence 
per  pound,  and  the  remaining  subsidy  ihree  far- 
things, gives  an  abatement  of  10  percent,  and  of 
15  per  cent,  upon  the  whole:  wherehs,  the  25 
, per  cent,  is  at  present  given  only  on  the  money 
paid  down,  which  is  qol  a fifth  of  the  whole, 
and  but  15  per  cent,  allowed  on  (be  four  fifths 
which  is  bonded.  Thus  a duty  of  five  pence 
farthing  is  paid  on  four  fifths  of  the  tobacco, 
and  fourpence  three  farthings  on  the  other 
fifth  ; while  by  the  plan  I propose,  no  more 
than  fourpence  three  farthings  will  be  paid  on 
the  whole.  It  is  easy  to  calculate  how  great 
the  advantage  must  be  to  the  pluuter  and  fair 
trader  from  this  arrangement,  which  demands 
so  small  an  advance,  exempts  them  from  all 
the  inconveniences  of  finding  sureties,  and  re- 
quires no  payment  of  any  consequence,  till  the 
moment  when  a purchaser  presents  liimself  to 
refund  the  cost. 

V If  it  should  be  objected  against  this  pro- 
ject, that  it  makes  the  tobacco  trade  a ready 
money  business,  which  it  cannot  bear  ; I an- 
swer, that  it  may  be  so  or  not,  as  the  parties 
themselves  may  ohuse  to  arraign  it;  tor  if 
the  merchant  gives  the  consumer  credit,  as 
he  now  does,  for  the  duties  as  well  as 
tbe  commodity,  die  objection  ceases  to  have 
any  weight 

“ The  great  advantage  to  the  public  will  he 
dm,  that  no  duty  being  paid  on  tobacco  de- 
signed for  exportation,  an  immediate  stop  will 
be  nut  to  the  fraud  on  drawbacks,  and  to  most 
of  the  disgracclul  efforts  of  dishonesty,  which 
IJHjve  previously  enumerated.  This  fact  does 
not  iequire-lo.be  verified  by  an  experiment ; it  is 
snfiicieutly  -roved  by  the  sncccss  and  facility 
winch  attend  the  collection  of  the  mall  duty. 

‘f-  1 Crime  now  in  the  main  point,  and  which 
alone  can  admit  of  debate  ; the  grand  objec- 
tion.-of  making 1 dekieriria'  't&Wec'r  siibj'fiie  " 


to  the  laws  of  excise.  I nm  aware,  that  on 
this  subject  I have  arguments  or  rather  asser- 
tions io  encounter,  which  are  of  great  import 
in  sound,  though  of  very  little  in  sense.  Those- 
who  deal  in  these  general  declamations  stig- 
matize the  scheme  in  the  most  unqualified 
manner,  as  tending  to  reduce  those  subjected  to 
it  to  a state  of  slavery.  This  is  aa  assertion,, 
the  fallacy  of  which  can  only  be  determined 
by  comparison.  There  are  already  ten  or 
twelve  articles  of  consumption  subjected  to 
the  excise  laws ; the  revenue  derived  from 
them  amounts  to  about  3,200,000/.  per  an- 
num, which- is  appropriated  to  particular  pur- 
poses. A great  number  of  persons  are,  of 
course,  involved  in  the  operation  of  these 
laws  : yei,  till  l he  present  moment,  when  so 
' inconsiderable  an  addition  is  proposed,  nut  a 
word  lias  been  uttered  about  the  dreadful  hard- 
ships to  he  apprehended  from  them.  These 
clamours  of  interested  and  disaffected  persons 
. are  best  answered  by  the  contented  taciturnity 
of  those  in  whose  behalf  their  arguments,  if  of 
any  force,  ought  to  operate.  Are  the  brewers 
and  maltsters  slaves,  or  do  they  reckon  them- 
selves so  ? Are  they  not  as  tree  in  elections,  to 
elect  or  he  elected,  as  any  others  ? Or  let  any 
gentleman  present  say,  if  he  ever  met  with  any 
opposition  from,  or  by  means  of  an  exciseman? 

'•  I quit  this  general  topic  to  advert  to  more 
particular  and  specific  objections  : The  chief  of 
them  are,  houses  liable  to  be  searched  ; the 
being  subject  to  the  determination  of  com- 
missioners without  appeal,  who  are  necessarily 
creatures  of  the  crown  ; the  number  of  excise 
officers,  the  injury  the  subject  will  sustain  in 
being  tried  without  a jury  ; and  the  particular 
interest  of  the  crown  in  this  alteration. 

“ To  all  these  objections  one  general  obser- 
vation will  apply  ; that  if  for  these  reasons  this 
scheme  is  to  be  relinquished,  the  whole  system  v 
of  excise  laws  ought  to  be  abandoned.  But  I 
shall  examine*  thejfi  one  by  one.  I begin  with 
the  last,  the  most  cruel  and  unjust,  because  it 
tends  to  set  up  an  improper  distinction,  and 
draw  a strong  line  of  opposition  between  tbe 
interests  of  the  crown  and  the  interests  of  the 
people ; that  is  to  say,  between  the  estate  mid 
particular  property  of  tlie  crown,  and  the  es- 
tate and  particular  property  of  the  public  : 
this  naturally  leads' to  a general  consideration  of 
the  public  revenues. 

“ Tbe  revenues  may  be  computed  at  6700000 1. 
per  annum.  The  public  has  of  this,  as  its 
particular  interest  and  property,  about 
5,900,000/.  per  annum,  namely,  the  appro- 
priated funds  and  annual  supplies.  The  pre- 
portion  remaining  to  the  crown,  800,000/.,  i| 
not  an  eighth  part  of  the  whole.  And  here, 
in  order  to  obviate  a general  misrepresenta- 
tion, it  is  necessary  to  state,  that  the  civil  list 
revenues,  in  five  years,  from  Midsummer  1727 
io  Midsummer  1732,  have  fallen  short  of  the 
sum  they  are  supposed  to  produce  by  upwards 
of  $6,000/.  a year  on  the  average.  Happy  in- 
deed would  be  the  state  of  the  country,  if  'lha 
f appVo^riktled1  dattbs'w’om'd  fifiiWkr  ba  fee  proper 
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Engagements,  and  leave  a surplus  sufficient  for  ous.  and  expensive  proceedings  in  a court  of 
the  current  service  ! But  if  that  great  oUject  lav/,- more  hurtheniome  than  the  penalties  and 
is  not  attainable,  it  is  surely  well  worth  the  forfeitures  in  dispute,  as  far  os  my  own  obscr- 
attetuion  of  parliament  to  provide  for  a vation  enables  me  to  judge  on  the  present  sys- 
moiety,  or  even  a fourth  part  of  the  cur-  tem,  where  the  commissioners  have,  in  most 
rent  service.  The  appropriated  duties  were  cases,  a power  to  determine  themselves,  or  to 
funds  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  national  bring  informations,  I have  found  that  most  peo. 
debt.  There  had  been  deficiencies  in  saveral,  pie,  against  whom  informations  have  been  laid 
but  now  a supply  is  made  ; a sinking  fund  for  hare  been  desirous  that  their  causes  should  be 
gradually  discharging  the  principal.  A mil-  determined  by  commissioners ; hut  I never  yet 
Bon  per  annum  has  for  several  years  been  ap-  beard  of  one  who  was  willing  to  take  his  cause 
plied,  and  that,  by  the  public  creditors,  is  now  out  of  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  to  have 
thought  more  than  sufficient.  it  tried  in  Westminster-hall.  One  reason  which 

“ If  under  the  present  management,  the  contributes  to  render  the  exercise  of  power  by 
duties  produce  much  less  than  ought  to  be  the  commissioners  more  popular  is,  that  they 
paid  to  the  public,  has  the  public  a right  to  possess  the  privilege  of  mitigation,  which  is  not 
make  the  most  of  their  own  revenues,  or  are  entrusted  to  the  judges,  who  are  merely  admi- 
tliey  alone  excluded  from  doing  themselves  nistrators  of  the  law  according  to  the  letter, 
justice  f To  object  against  the  improvement  of  “ The  next  objection  is  the  increase  of  reve- 
the  king’s  part,  is  to  say,  that  the  public  had  nue  officers,  which  fear,  interest,  and  affccta- 
better  be  defrauded  of  seven  parts  in  eight,  tion  have  magnified  into  a standing  array.  This 
than  that  justice  should  be  done  to  the  crown  standing  army,  allowing  the  proposed  addition 
in  the  eighth.  If  manifest  frauds  were  disco-  to  extend  to  tobacco  and  wine,  will  not  se- 
vered in  a branch  belonging  entirely  to  the  civil  cording  to  the  estimate  of  the  commissioners, 
list,  the  post  office  fur  example,  would  you  ra-  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  perrons; 
ther  sanction  the  wrong  than  do  justice  to  the  that  number,  in  addition  to  those  already  eui- 
crown?  Why  then  this  unreasonable  jealousy  ployed,  will  do  all  the  duty.  In  this  compa- 
in  the  present  instance  ? I call  the  jealousy  tation,  warehouse-keepers  are  of  course  not 
unreasonable,  because  in  this  proposition  nil  included,  iheir  number  must  be  uncertain,  for 
possible  care  has  been  taken  to  avoid  the  im-  the  satisfaction  and  accommodation  of  tbemer- 
putation  of  being  designed  for  the  benefit  of  chants : Few  houses,  however,  out  of  London, 
the  crown.  The  penny  which  goes  to  the  civil  will  be  subject  to  the  Excise  laws  which  are  not 
list  is  left  to  be  paid  at  the  Custom  bouse.  All  so  already. 

increase  from  the  inland  duty  is  not  to  goto  “ The  only  remaining  objection  is,  the  power 
the  crown,  but  to  the  public.  All  fines,  for-  of  officers  to  enter  and  search  houses.  This 
failures,  and  penalties  arising  from  the  inland  objection  could  not  possibly  have  any  weight, 
duties,  are  renounced  by  the  crown,  and  np-  without  the  aid  of  gross  misconception,  or  mis- 
propriated  to  the  pablic.  In  a word,  the  crown  representation.  All  warehouses,  cellara,  shops, 
will  have  no  interest  in  the  inland  duty,  but  as  and  rooms  used  for  keeping,  manufacturing,  or 
trustee  fdr  the  public.  selling  tobacco,  are  to  he  entered  at  the  inland 

“This  fact,  duly  considered,  answers  the  office.  These  are  to  be  always  liable  to  the  in- 
great objection  to  the  determination  of  com-  spection  of  the  officer,  and  it  is  to  be  made  penal 
missioners.  For  granting,  for  a moment,  that  to  keep  or  conceal  tobacco  in  any  room  or  place 
commissioners  are  to  be  supposed  corrupt,  renal,  not  entered.  But  no  other  part  of  the  bouse 
and  creatures  of  the  crown,  what  influence  can  is  liable  to  be  searched  without  a warrant  and  a 
their  regard  for  the  crown  have  on  them,  to  in-  constable,  which  warrant  is  not  to  be  granted 
dace  them  to  oppress  the  people,  when  the  without  any  affidavit  of  the  causa  of  suspicion, 
crown  has  no  interest  in  their  determination?  The  practice  of  the  customs  is  now  stronger  i 
But  though  this  answer  might  reasonably  be  they  can  enter  with  a writ  of  assistance  with- 
deemed  satisfactory  and  sufficient,  yet  to  ob-  out  any  affidavit.  But  why  all  this  solicitude 
tiate  even  speculative  objections,  a remedy  is  in  the  behalf  of  fraud  ? If  the  powers  given  by 
supplied  for  this  supposed  grievance,  by  invest-  either,  or  both  the  systems  of  revenue  law  are 
ing  three  of  the  twelve  judges  with  a power  of  not  sufficient  (as  1 am  informed  they  a?e  notin 
determining,  in  a summary  way,  all  appeals  the  case  of  tea,)  it  is  an  argument  to  add  more 
brought  before  them  within  the  bills  of  mortnli-  checks,  but  no  argument  against  the  application 
ty ; and  in  the  country,  the  same  power  is  to  of  this. 

he  vested  in  one  of  (he  judges  of  the  assize  go-  “ The  regulation  in  these  two  commodities, 
ing  the  next  circuit.  This  renders  it  impossi-  can  affect  neither  trade,  the  poor,  or  the  mantl- 
hie  that  the  interest  of  the  subject  can  be  sacri-  factnrer.  The  poor  are  not  all  concerned  in 
ficed  to  undue  influence  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  question  of  tobacco,  ns  the  retailer  now 
the  revenue  to  private  solicitation,  personal  sells  all  tobacco  at  the  rate  of  duty  paid.  The 
friendship  or  regard  on  the  other.  While  such  manufacturer  is  concerned  as  little,  for  the 
a tribunal  presents  itself,  no  offender  would  same  reason,  and  neither  one  or  the  other 
cltuse  to  he  carried  into  Westminster-hall,  ra-  drinks  any  wine.  The  landed  interest  cannot 
ther  than  have  bis  cause  judged  in  n summary  be  affected  by  it  in  consequence  of  an  ndvttucea 
way.  The  behefit  of  a trial  by  jury  would  not  charge  on  the  poor  and  the  manufacturer.  T'i* 
induce  a thiff'SS ' ll£  WtfftAiS; WifitR'1  the  reimier 
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, . tfade§tnau,  and  even  he  cannot  Buffer,  unless 
, Witty  of  frauds.  This  is  the  scheme  which  has 
1 been  represented  in  so  dreadfhV'ahd  terrible  n 
fight ; this  is  the  monster,  the  many  headed 
jhciiiste r,  which  was  to  devour  the  people,  and 
. 'commit  such  ravages  over  the  whole  nation) 
,*  T$pvf  justly  it  fiaS  been;  represented  in  such 
’ JfghtJl  shrtH  leave  to  this  Committee  and  to  the 
"worltf  without  debts  to  judge.  I have  said,  and 
will  rt  peat  ir,  that  whatever  apprehensions  and 
'terrors  people  may'  bare  been  brought  under 
k "from  a false  and  malicious  representation  of  what 
'they  neither  did, 'Or  c.iultl  know  oriiudersnmd, 
I nrn  fully  persuaded,  thar  when  they  have 
jouly  cohsiilered  the  'Scheme  I hove  now  tho 
/frnuour  to  open ‘to  you,  they  will  tiew  it  in  an- 
other light;'  and  that  if  it  has  the  .good-fortune 
’to  meet  thp  ' appro  butfoti  of  parliament,  and 
comes  to  take  effect,  the  people  iviff  soon  feci 
the  happy  consequences  of  it*  "and  when 
'filpy'  Experience  these  g'obd  effects,  they  will  no 
*hinger"!ook  oh  those  persons  as- their  friends, 
“ivho  have  so  grossly  imposed  on  their  under  - 
' Standings. 

** ' " 1 look  upon  it  as  a most  innocent  scheme  ; 
it  can  be  hurtful  to  none  buts-migglers  ami 
unfair  traders.  I am  certain  ir  will  be  of  great 
'.benefit  to  the  revenue,  and  will  tend  to  mnke 
fcondon  a free  port,  and  by  consequence,  the 
’iiiarket  of  the  world.  If  I had  thought  other- 
wise of  it,  I would  never  have  ventured  to  pro- 
pose if  in  this  place. 

'“  Therefore I shall  now  bee  leave  to  move  that 
.it  may  be  resolved,  “ That  it  is  the  Opinion  of 
*•  this  Committee,  that  the  Subsidy  and  addi- 
tional  Duty  upon  Tobacco  ofthe  British  Plan- 
‘‘tations,  granted  by  an  uct  ofthe  12th  of  King 
* Charles  It.  and  the  Impost  thereon,  granted 
*'  by  an  Act  of  the  first  oi  King  James  II.  and 
also  the  one  third  Suhsidy  thereon,  granted  by 
•j'nuAct  of  the  2d  of  Queen  Anne,  amounting 
*“!jn  the  whole  to  5|rf.  per  Pound,  for  several 
‘•'■farms  ofy ears  in  tho  said  respective  actsmen- 
'**  tioned,  and  which  have  since  heen  contiuued 
“■and  made  perpetual,  subject  to  Redemption 
j“  By  Parlihmeut,  shall  from  arid  after  the  21th 
''  day  of  June  1733,  cease  and  determine.’' 


PcrH/  answered  him  as  follows  . 
Sr/Flfe  iroh>jurable  gentleman  on  the  floo 


detail  of  facivm  8u  many  -particular  compu- 
tations : I do  not  tbrok  it  at  nil  necessary  upon 
rhe  present  occasion  ; I expected  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  have  taken  a much  more  general 
and  a more  jnst  method!  I thought  he  would 
hare  stated  to  os  the  qnautity  of  tobacco  yearly 
•imported,  the  qimntily  yearly  exported,  and 
won  Id.  have  given  a at  lie  beet  proofs  that  could 
be  fonmbfoi'jmtifying-his' computations  ih  that 
respect,  because  mom  thence  every  mnn  might 
have  easily  seen  what  tpantity  remained  for 
home  coosirmpiion,  ami  what  sum  of  money 
this  would  have  yearly  brought  in,  if  the  duties 
bad  been  *11  regularly  paid  ; and  upou  com- 
paring  tlmt  with  what  tjiose-tduties  have  really 
eincmnted  to  far-some  years  past;  we  might 
Imre  lieen  able  to  have  made  some  guess  at  tlio 
value  ofthe  frauds  that  have  been  -committed, 
and  at  the  advantage  fiat  mnv  accrue  to  liio 
public,  supposing  that  all  frauds  had  been  pre- 
vented for  the  time  to  come.. 

This  is  the  proper  wayy  the  only  way  of  com- 
bat any  sort  of  certain  knowledge  in  the  affair 
before  ns,  but  I am  afraid  if  we  should  consider 
it  in  tideway,  we. should  find  that  the  scheme 
now  propsed  to  ua  would  be  of  no  such  mighty 
advantage  to  the  public  revenue  ns  has  been  re- 
presented, even  supposing  tlmt  all  frauds  were 
forthe  future  to  he 'thereby  entirely  prevented  : 
and  considering  that  no  method  of  collection, 
pains  or  penalties,  tlmt  can  be  contrived, 
be  Supposed  effectual  for  preventing  every 
fraud  that  may  hereafter  be  invented  and  set  on 
•should  find  no  great  temptation  for 
agreeing  to  any  scheme,  by  which  tho  liberties 
of  our  conntry  may  he  brought  into  the  least 
danger  far  the  sake  of  any  advantage  that  we 
could  suppose  woold  thence  accrue  to  the  pub- 
"i  revenue.  That  there  ace  frauds  committed 
the  tobacco- trade,  I shall  never  pretend  to 
deny,  I make  no  manner  uf  doubt  but  that  there 
ny  frauds  committed  in  that  trade 
a every  other  branch  of  the  public 
revenue  : But  upon  a fair  state  of  the  case,  I 
am  sure  they  cannot  amount  to  near  that  value 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been 
pleased  to  mention';  and-  therefore  I beg  leave 
to  exatnme  n liule  those  particular  frauds  auil 
calculations  which  have  been  mentioned  by 
him.  [iiere Mr.  Perry  went  through  and  exa- 
mined .all  the  frauds  ttintilisd  been  mentioned. 


Tl'tis  tftten' uj'agfeat  deal  of  the  time  of  the  I and  all  the  cumpumions  tlmt  had  heen  made. 


'C6mmitte»,'in  stating  a great  number  and 
df  fa’ctsi  and  in  drawing  conclusions  and 
fridrlrigdlililulations, "upon  tire  supposition  that 
every  one  of  tliose  facts  was  exactly  as  be  Ins 
bi-enpleaseri  to  fepresent' thc-nr  toils.  ■'  This  I 
tiitiiOiit  entirely  agree  with  the  geti'lenian  in, 
if  nil  those  facts  were  exsictfy" fes  he  bas  re- 
jfresenfad  them,  andifall  the  computations  he 
jiak  mad*  Opon  thbt  silpposttion  -werejust,  tlmt 
’dlbnVlty;  if  tbbacco,  the  duties  of  which  the 
jptrolic’wthcreby  supposed  to  be  entirely  de- 
frauded1 of.  would  amount  to  a much  greater 
quantity  of  tobacco  yearly;  than  growsin  the 
WB-da 
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- particninrly  as  to  the  bonds,  then  wu. 
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SiryJl  haslbeen  pretended,  that  the  public 
lias  sustained, :and  are  still  in  danger  of  sustain- 
ing great  losses  by  thenietiiod  of  granting  bonds 
far  the  duties  payable  upon  tobacco  ; Tina  I 
had  before  hounl  hinted  at  by  the  honourable 
gentleman, mud  thsrefore  i have  lately  had  a 
meeting  with,  several.,  uf  the  merchants-  in 
London  trading  in  Tobaccos  We  iutve  exa- 
mined that  affair,  and  I can  now  tell  that  gen- 
tleman, that  I have  it  in  commission  from  them 
to  propose,  that  ifthc  government  will  give  us 
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security  for  the  ftiiyment  of  all  the  bonds  they 
are  now  possessed  of,  which  are  not  become 
desperate  by  the  bondsmen  being  already  gone 
off,  or  become  bankruprs. 

As  to  that  fraud  called  socking,  it  has  been 
already  discovered,  and  is,  I hope,  prevented. 
But  it  is  well  known,  that  the  merchants  dis- 
covered it  first,  the  merchants  went  and  com- 
plained ofit  to  the  commissioners  oftlie  customs, 
and  the  merchants  joined  and  assisted  the  offi- 
cers of  thecustoms  in  putting  an  effectual  stop 
thereto.  This  I must  know,  because  I l)ad 
the  honour  to  go  at  the  head  of  several  mer- 
chants trading  in  tobacco,  to  the  commission- 
ers of  the  customs,  to  request  of  them  that 
we  might  be  allowed  to  give  a gratuity  to 
one  of  their  officers,  who  had  been  most  instru- 
mental in  the  detecting  and  preventing  of  that 
fraud,  and  accordingly  I myself  paid  that  of- 
ficer a very  handsome  sum  of  money,  which  we 
all  thought  his  diligence  and  integrity  very  well 
deserved. 

As  to  the  frauds  committed  at  the  weighing 
of  the  tobacco  either  on  importation  or  expor- 
tation, I am  afraid  they  are  too  frequent1:  But 
as  the  tobacco  is  always  weighed  upon  the 

Cublic  Custom-house  keys,  where  Custom- 
ouse  officers  swarm  like  bees  before  a hive ; 
and  as  there  must  be  two  or  three  officers  of 
the  customs  attending  and  overlooking  the 
weighing  of  every  cask  of  tobacco,  we  cannot 
suppose  that  these  frauds  were  ever  so  enor- 
mous as  they  are  represented  to  be:  Whatever 
frauds  are  committed  in  that  way,  must  be 
either  by  neglect  or  collusion  of  the  officers, 
and  I cannot  see  how  the  Scheme  now  proposed 
to  us  will  make  the  officers,  either  of  the  cus- 
toms or  the  excise,  more  diligent  in  their  duty, 
or  more  faithful  in  their  trust,  than  they  were 
heretofore.  As  to  the  re-landing  of  tobacco 
after  it  has  been  entered  for  exportation,  it 
was  never  pretended  that  this  was  practised  at 
the  port  of  London,  nor  enn  it  he  pretended 
that  any  great  quantities  of  such  tobacco  were 
ever  consumed  in  London  : This  is  a practice 
that  may  perhaps  hare  been  frequeut  in  the 
northern  parts  of  the  island,  and  in  some  dis- 
tant creeks  and  comers  of  the  coast;  and 
while  there  is  such  a vast  disproportion  be- 
tween the  prime  cost  and  the  duties  on  to- 
bacco, I may  prophesy,  that  in  such  remote 
places  this  will  always  be  a practice : It  could 
not  be  prevented  by  ten  times  the  number 
of  officers  we  have,  even  thougli  we  mid  a 
much  more  numerous  army  to  support  them 
than  we  have  at  present:  And  us  for  the 
stripping,  cutting,  and  pressing  the  stalks, 
and  the  engine  that  has  been  invented  lor 
tlmt  purpose,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
mentioned  it  as  a fraud,  or  as  a late  disco:  try, 
he  mistakes  it  very  much  ; on  the  contrary,  it 
is  bo  fraud,  nor  is  it  a late  discovery ; it  is  a 
business  that  has  been  openly,  honestly,  and 
publicly  carried  on  for  many  years;  it  is  a bu- 
siness that  has  improved  our  tobacco- irade, 
and  is  as  common  and  as  well  known  as  the 
business  of  a woollen  or  a liunen-draper. 
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Permit  me  now  to  take  some  notice  of  tl* 
tobacco- planners,  and  of  the  hardships  they 
are  laid  under  by  their  tobacco- factors,  who 
are,  it  seems,  now  become  their  lords  and  mas- 
ters. 1 am  sure  none  of  them  ever  thought  of 
complaining,  till  they  were  put  upon  it  by  let- 
ters and  applications  from  hence.  There  are 
hardships  in  all  trades,  which  men  must  neces- 
sarily submit  to,  or  give  up  their  business;  hut 
every  man,  that  understands  the  tobacco-trade, 
muse  see  that  the  hardships  the  factors  labour 
under,  are  by  much  the  most  numerous  and 
the  moat  grievous ; and  if  this  Scheme  should 
taka  effect,  they  will  become  so  grievous,  that 
no  man  would  be  able  to  continue  in  thetrade- 
by  this  the  planters  would  be  utterly  undone, 
and  the  trade  quite  lost  to  this  nation  ; for  it 
will  be  impossible  for  them  to  manage  their 
plantations,  or  to  send  their  produce  to  Britain, 
without  having  some  considerable  merchants 
settled  here,  to  send  ships  to  receive  the  same 
in  America,  to  receive  and  dispose  of  it  after 
it  is  landed  here,  and  to  supply  them  with 
ready  money  till  their  tobacco  can  be  brought 
to  a proper  market.  As  to  the  remonstrance, 
mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
have  been  lately  sent  over  by  the  tobacco- 
planters,  I know  it  was  obtained  by  letter! 
sent  from  hence,  and  I believe  many  of  those 
who  joined  in  it,  now  heartily  repent  of  what 
they  have  done ; it  was  drawn  up  in  a form  of 
a petition  to  this  House,  and  was  designed  to 
have  been  presented,  but  it  seems  the  promo- 
ters of  it  have  thought  better  of  the  matter : 
However,  that  it  was  obtained  in  the  unfair 
manner  I have  represented,  I am  now  ready 
to  prove  to  the  conviction  of  the  whole  world. 

This  then  being  the  case,  as  the  Scheme  non 
proposed  to  us  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  of 
any  great  benefit  to  the  public  revenue,  as  it 
will  be  so  far  from  being  an  advantage  to  the 
fair  trader,  or  to  the  honest  planter,  that  it  may 
probably  ruin  both,  and  entirely  destroy  our 
tobacco  trade ; though  I,  and  all  honest  men, 
and  I defy  tliat  honourable  gentleman,  I defy 
the  whole  world  to  reproach  me  with  one  un- 
fair practice  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life,  I 
say,  though  I and  all  honest  men  wish  from 
our  hearts  that  frauds  may  be  prevented  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  branch  of  the 
public-revenue,  yet  I cannot  give  my  assent  to 
a proposition  that  may  be  of  so  dangerous  con- 
sequence ; a proposition  which  I look  upon  t» 
be  inconsistent  with  our  constitution ; I am 
convinced  it  would  prove  a most  fatal  stroke  to 
the  liberties  of  my  country,  which  will,  I doubt 
not,  be  made  plainly -appear  by  other  gentle- 
men of  much  greater  abilities  than  mine: 
And  to  every  man  who  has  a regard  for  hit 
couutry,  or  lor  the  people  he  represents,  this 
last  must  be  a sufficient  reason  for  being 
against  it,  even  though  it  were  otherwise  the 
most  beneficial  Scheme  that  bad  ever  been 
proposed. 

But  since  I look  upon  my  being  a member 
of  this  House,  as  the  greatest  glory  of  my  hie, 
since  Hook  upon  that  day  on  which  I wU 
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chose  one  of  the  represen tntives  of  the  city  of 
London,  as  the  most  auspicious  day  of  my 
whole  life,  I cannot  tamely  sit  still  and  hear  the 
whole  body  of  the  merchants  of  that  grent 
city  represented  by  that  honourable  gentleman 
as  a pack  of  rogues,  smugglers,  and  unfair 
traders.  It  is  a treatment  they  no  way  de- 
serve, it  is  a very  odd,  a very  unkind  sort  of 
treatment,  and  such  a treatment  as  I am  sure 
they  never  will  forget,  and  I believe  never  will 
forgive. 

Sir  Paul  Methuen  spoke  next. 

Sir ; 

When  I first  heard  of  this  scheme,  I was  in  1 
the  country,  and  there  I must  say  that  it  had 
been  represented  in  such  a light,  as  created  a 

Eneral  dislike  to  it,  and  raised  great  appre- 
nsions  in  the  minds  of  most  people.  It  was  1 
represented  ns  a scheme  for  intmdncingagene-  ; 
ml  excise;  such  a scheme  I own  I would  not 
allow  myself  to  think  was  contrived  or  approved 
of  by  any  gentloinan  in  the  administration  ; I 
did  imagine,  tlmt  all  those  in  the  administration 
were  very  well  convinced,  that  a general  excise  ' 
was  what  the  people  »f  England  would  never  . 
quietly  submit  to,  and  therefore  did  not  believe 
that  any  of  them  would  ever  countenance  n ] 
scheme  which  had  the  least  tendency  thac  wav. 
But  now,  after  having  heard  it  opened,  and 
fully  explained,  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
on  the  floor,  I cannot  hut  think  that  it  is  a wide  | 
step  towards  establishing  a general  excise,  and  1 
therefore  I must  he  excused  assenting  to  it. 

How  far  it  relates  to  trade,  with  which  it 
certainly  has  a very  close  connection,  I shnll 
leave  to  be  explained  by  others  more  conver- 
sant in  those  affairs  ; nor  will  I take  upon  me  ( 
to  say  how  far  it  may  he  a remedy  for  the  frauds  i 
mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman;  but  ; 
there  is  another  concern  which  I shall  always,  i 
while  I have  the  honour  to  sit  in  this  House, 
have  a particular  eye  to,  and  that  i«,  the  liberty  | 
of  my  country.  The  danger  with  which  this 
scheme  seems  to  threaten  the  liberty  of  many  j 
of  my  fellow-subjects,  is  alone  of  sufficient  force 
to  make  me  give  my  negative  to  the  question. 
Let  gentlemen  but  reflect,  let  them  but  cast 
their  eyes  back  on  the  several  laws  that  have 
been  made  since  the  revolutiou,  they  will  there  ' 
find,  that  there  has  been  already  more  power  1 
vested  in  tliecrown,  than  mny  bethought  alto- 
gether consistent  with  the  constitution  of  n free  i 
country  ; nml  therefore,  I hope  this  House  will  , 
never  think  of  adding  to  that  power,  which  there 
may  he  some  ground  to  suspect  is  already  too  j 
far  extended. 

The  laws  of  excise  have  always  been  looked 
upon  ns  most  grievous  to  the  subject : All  those  ' 
already  subjected  to  such  laws,  are,  in  my  opi- 
nion, so  far  deprived  of  their  liberty ; and  since 
by  this  scheme,  a great  many  more  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  subjects  are  ;o  be  subjected  to 
those  arbitrary  laws,  let  the  advantages  accruing 
to  the  public  from  it  be  never  .so  great  or  so 
many,  they  will  be  purchased  at  too  dear  a rate,  j 
if  they  are  purchased  at  the  expence  of  the  I 
liberty  of  the  ta^eM^hi^Mtgesity't  subjects  ;ii| 
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for  even  the  meanest  man  in  the  nation  has  as 
natural  and  ns  good  a right  to  his  liberty,  ns 
the  greatest  man  io  this  or  iu  any  other  king- 

Lei  us  but  take  a view  of  the  neighbouring 
nations  in  Europe,  they  were  all  once  free ; 
the  people  of  every  one  of  them  had  once  as 
many  liberties  nnd  privileges  to  boast  of  ns  we 
have  now;  but  at  present  they  are  most  of 
them  reduced  to  a state  of  slavery,  they  have 
no  liberty,  no  property  or  law,  nor  any  thing 
they  can  depend  on.  Let  us  examine  their 
histories,  let  us  inquire  into  the  methods  by 
which  they  are  deprived  of  their  liberties,  and 
we  shall  find  a very  near  resemblance  between 
those  methods  nnd  the  scheme  now  proposed  to 
us.  Almost  in  every  country  in  the  world,  the 
liberties  of  the  people  have  been  destroyed, 
under  pretence  of  preserving  or  of  rescuing  the 
people  from  some  great  evil,  to  which  it  was 
pretended  they  were  exposed:  This  is  the  very 
case  now  before  U9,  in  order  to  enable  the 
crown  to  prevent  some  little  frauds,  pretended 
in  have  been  committed  iu  the  ancient  method 
of  collecting  the  public  revenue,  'it  is  proposed 
to  us  to  put  such  a power  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  as  mny  enable  some  future  Prince  to  en- 
slave the  whole  nation.  This  is  really  the  light 
in  which  this  scheme  appears  to  me;  hut  in  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  now  proposed  it  to 
us,  I am  persuaded  it  appears  in  a quite  dif- 
ferent light,  otherwise  l am  certain  lie  would 
never  have  proposed  it  to  this  Committee. 
However,  since  the  generality  of  the  nation 
have  already  shewn  a grent  dislike  to  it;  I 
therefore  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  may 
he  prevailed  on  to  delay  it  till  another  session 
of  parliament;  in  such  a delay  ihtre  can  he  no 
danger,  there  can  be  no  great  lass  to  the  pub- 
lic ; more  especially  since  the  money,  to  be 
thereby  raised,  is  not  so  much  as  proposed  to 
be  applied  to  the  current  service  of  the  present 
year : If  it  be  delayed  till  another  session  of 
parliament,  gentlemen  will  then  have  lime  to 
consider  it  fnlly,  and  to  consult  with  their  con* 
stituents  ahoutit;  by  that  time  it  may  possibly 
appear  in  a quite  dinereni  light  both  to  me  nnd 
to  many  other  gentlemen,  without  doors  ns  well 
as  within  ; and  then,  if  upon  examination  it 
appears  to  be  as  good  a thing  as  some  gentle- 
men now  seem  to  believe,  it  will,  without  doubt, 
be  approved  of  by  the  generality  of  those  with- 
out, as  well  as  by  the  majority  of  those  within. 

But  I hope  those  gentlemen,  who  have  now 
so  good  an  opinion  of  the  scheme,  will  not 
think  of  thrusting  it  down  people's  thronts, 
when  they  see  that  the  generality  of  the  nation 
have  an  opinion  of  it  quite  different  from  what 
they  have;  such  a resolution,  such  ah  attempt 
might  produce  consequences  which  I tremble  to 
think  of:  nnd  this  is  another  motive  which  is  of 
grent  weight  with  me;  I have  the  honour  to 
know  his  Majesty,  his  royal  person  I have  for- 
merly had  the  honour  to  approach,  and  I koow 
him  to  be  a prince  of  so  much  gooduess,  that 
were  this  scheme  represented  in  this  light  to 
.■  yrSjiheiJreiiOTn  Wouldappro?  a: of  iiCjt  to  him  it 
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will  always  be  a sufficient  reason  against  any 
proposition,  that  (he  generality  of  his  people 
fmvi  -hewn  their  dislike  to  it : l love  bis  Ma- 
jesty, I have  a sincere  and  a dutiful  respect  for 
him  and  all  his  royal  family;  and  therefore  I 
shall  always  be  afraid  of  any  thing  that  may 
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alienate  the  affections  of  many  of  his  Majesty' 
faithful  subjects,  which  I believe  would  be  the 
certain  cfmsequence  of  the  present  establish- 
ment of  this  scheme  ; for  which  reasons,  if  the 
question  be  now  pushed,  I shall  most  heartily 
give  my  negative  to  it. 

Sir  Philip  Yorks  (Attorney  General)  spoke 
as  follows : 

Sir ; 

After  the  honourable  gentleman  neat 
had  opened  to  the  Committee,  in  a mann 
full  and  so  clear,  a scheme  which  had 
with  so  unfair  and  so  ungenerous 
before  those  who  treated  it  so  could  know  any 
thing  about  it,  I little  expected  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  spoke  last,  o 
geutlemnn  in  this  Committee,  could  be 
deceived,  as  to  have  taken  it  in  the  light  they 
.do.  In  my  opinion,  the  debate  is 
upon  a footing  very  different  from 
ought  to  he:  What  can  the  affair  now  before 
us  bave  to  do  with  our  constitution  ? there 
nothing,  there  can  be  nothing  supposed  to 
in  the  proposition  made  by  my  honourable 
friend,  that  can  in  the  least  tend  towards  in- 
croaching  on  oor  constitution,  or  towards  af- 
fecting the  liberty  of  the  subject.  The  only 
consideration  at  present  before  us  is,  whether 
we  shall  allow  those  gross  frauds  and  abuses, 
formerly  committed  in  the  tobacco  trade,  to  be 
still  carried  on  with  impunity,  or  accept  of  a 
remedy  which,  by  effectually  preventing  these 
frauds  for  the  future,  will  considerably  im- 
prove the  public  revenue,  will  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  fair  trader,  and  of  siugular  use 
and  benefit  to  the  whole  nation? 

This  is  the  plain  question  now  before 
and  if  it  be  considered  in  its  proper  light,  with- 
out confounding  it  with  other  matters  with 
which  it  has  no  manner  of  relation,  I am  sure 
it  cannot  admit  of  any  debate.  The  honour- 
able.gentleman,  in  opening  this  affair  to  us, 
made  it  so  manifest  that  there  have  been 
great  frauds  committed  in  that  branch  of  trade; 
and  thne  the  preventing  of  those  frauds  would 
be  a great  improvement  to  the  public  revenue, 
that  what  he  advanced  on  that  head  has  not 
been  opposed  or  contradicted  : and  this  House 
has  been  upon  all  occasions  so  very  careful  of 
the  public  revenues,  and  lias  been  always  so 
ready  to  agree  to  any  measures  for  preventing 
abuses  in  the  collecting  of  them,  that  I cannot 
help  thinking  that  the  dislike,  which  appears 
against  the  remedy  now  proposed,  must  pro- 
ceed from  some  other  motives  than  gentlemen 

It  is  certain,  that  by  the  frauds  and  abuses 
that  are  commuted  in  this  branch  of  the  re- 
venue, not  only  the  public  is  cheated  of  wbat  j obliging 


price  as  if  the  duties  had  actually 
been  paid  to  the  public : he  pays  a high  price 
for  what  he  consumes,  hut  then  lie  has  tins  for 
his  comfort,  that  he  thinks  a great  part  of  that 
high  price  goes  towards  the  public  good  of  his 
country ; but  in  all  fraudulent  trade  he  is  im- 
posed on,  the  high  price  he  pays,  goes  every 
farthing  of  it  into  the  pocket  of  the  fraudulent 
dealer.  This  then  being  plainly  the  case,  I 
should  think  tir.it  the  gentlemen,  who  oppose 
this  scheme,  ought  to  endeavour  to  shew  os 
that  no  such  frauds  as  are  pretended,  have  been 
committed ; or  that  they  are  so  inconsiderable 
that  they  are  not  worth  mauling;  or  that  what 
is  proposed  would  be  no  sort  of  remedy  for 
them  : but  upon  the  present  question,  to  talk 
of  our  constitution  seems  really  to  me  to  be  a 
sort  of  insinuation,  as  if  frauds  in  the  collecting 
of  the  public  revenue  were  become  a part  of 
constitution;  and  that  whoever  attempts 
remedy  them,  must  attempt  sonwthiog 
against  our  constitution  : and  as  to  the  liberty 
of  the  subject,  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  find 
out  any  liberty  that  can  be  struck  at  by  the 
scheme  now  before  us,  hut  the  liberty  of  smug- 
gling; for  ns  to  national  liberty,  as  to  that 
liberty  which  has  always  been,  and  I hope 
always  will  he  the  glory  of  the  people  of  these 
kingdoms,  it  is  certain  that  our  public  revenues 
are  its  greatest  security:  bow  ilieu  can  that 
scheme  be  said  to  tend  towards  the  destroying 
of  liberty,  which  so  evidently  tends  towurds  the 
improvement  of  that  upon  which  our  liberty 
manifestly  depends  ? 

As  to  the  raising  clamours  and  disaffection 
among  his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  there 
can  be  no  reason  for  apprehending  any  such 
thing  from  the  scheme  now  proposed  to  us; 
whatever  clamours  may  have  been  unjustly 
raised  by  ill-designing  men  against  the  scheme 
before  it  was  known,  will  certainly  all  vanish 
as  soon  as  it  comes  to  be  publicly  known  that 
there  never  was  any  thing  intended  by  the 
schfeme,  but  only  to  enable  the  public  to  re- 
ceive those  duties  they  are  already  by  law  in- 
tied  to ; and  to  preveut  the  fair  trader’s  being 
undone  by  rogues  and  smugglers-  so  that  one 
slrcog  argument  with  me  for  agreeing  to  the 
scheme  is,  that  ly  carrying  it  into  execution, 
and  thereby  shewing  to  every  man  what  it 
really  is,  those  ill-grounded  clamours,  which 
have  been  raised  by  the  enemies  of  the  go- 
vernment, may  he-  allayed ; and  may  hr  made 
appear  to  be  at  last  8S  groundless  as  l hey  were 
at  first  malicious.  Besides,  as  one  of  the  chief 
things  intended  by  this  scheme,  is  the  relief  of 
the  landed  interest,  it  must  contribute  towards 
establishing  his  Majesty  and  his  government  in 
the  hearts  and  affections  of  all  the  landed  gen- 
tlemen in  England,  when  they  sec  themselves 
so  considerably  relieved  ns  to  a tux,  which  they 
have  been  charged  with  for  a great  many  years; 
and  that  without  loading  them,  or  any  of  their 
follow  subjects,  with  any  new  tax  whatever,  "" 


is  due  to  them,  but  likewise  every  , 
sumer  is^most  grossly  imposed  on,  for  lie  pays  j tln 


holiest  man  in  the  kingdom  ' 
te  a lurthing  to  the  public  charge  ihoi 
did  before  : this  mint  secure  to  h 
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Majesty  the  affections  of  all  honest  men,  and 
it  will  greatly  improve  our  character  among 
our  foreign  neighbours ; for  when  they  see  that 
the  government  may  be  supported  in  times 
of  peace,  without  the  assistance  of  that  im- 
position which  is  yearly  raised  upon  the  land- 
holders of  Great  Britain,  they  will  be  careful 
of  giving  us  any  disturbance  or  offence;  they 
will  all  see  that  we  have  a fund  in  reserve, 
ready  at  all  times,  and  sufficient  for  supporting 
a most  heavy  and  expensive  war. 

As  to  the  severity  of  the  laws  of  excise,  I am 
surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  talk  so  much  of  it 
as  they  do.  They  tnlk  of  those  laws  ns  if  there 
were  something  in  them  toost  singularly  severe, 
when  it  is  well  known  that  the  laws  of  the  cus- 
toms are  in  mauv  cases  as  severe  as  those  of 
the  Excise,  and  the  powers  granted  by  the  for- 
mer are,  in  most  casts,  as  extensive  as  those 
granted  by  the  latter:  An  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms has,  in  many  cases,  a power  of  entering 
the  house  of  auy  subject  in  Britain ; this  is  a 
power  that  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  given, 
aud  will  always  he  necessary  as  long  as  we 
have  any  duties  to  be  levied ; it  is  a poyver 
they  have  bad  for  many  years,  and  yef  it  never 
has  been,  I hope  it  never  will  he  abused  ; if 
ever  it  should,  the  parliament  would,  without 
doubt,  severely  chastise  that  officer  that  com- 
mitted such  an  abuse,  or  those  commissioners 
who  dared  to  encourage  him  in  the  committing 
of  any  such  abuse.  In  this  therefore  the  laws 
of  the  excise  are  no  more  severe  than  the  laws 
of  the  customs,  and  in  most  other  cases  we 
shall  find  them  pretty  much  the  same  with  re- 
spect toSevcrity;  for  which  reason  I could  not 
but  I*  suri  nserl  to  bear  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman whu  spoke  last,  say,  ‘ That  he  thought 

• all  those  who  were  subject  to  tne  laws  of  ex- 
- ‘ ctse  were  downright  slaves,  and  were  entirely 

* deprived  of  their  liberty  I believe  that  most 
of  iho=e  people,  who  are  subject  to  the  laws  of 
excise,  look  upon  themselves  to  be  as  free,  and 
enjoy  as  much  liberty,  as  any  other  of  his  Ala- 

One  of  the  great  complaints  against  this 
scheme  is,  1 find,  that  it  will  greatly  increase 
the  number  of  excise  officers ; a new  army  of 
, excisemen,  it  is  said,  must  be  raised  for  the 
execution  of  this  scheme,  and  this  may  be  of 
dangerous  consequence  to  our  liberties : But 
how  little  weight  there  is  in  this  argument,  I 
leave  to  every  gentleman  to  judge  ; the  whole 
number  proposed  to  he  added  is  not  above  126 
officers ; and  granting  that  there  were  to  be 
150.  is  this  nation  to  be  enslaved  by  150  little 
excisemen  f In  this  there  is  really  something  so 
ridiculous,  that  I am  almost  ashamed  to  men- 

Another  objection  is, 1 That  thereby  a great 

* many  people  will  be  subjected  to  be  tried  by 
‘ the  commissioners  of  excise,  or  by  coraraii- 

• sinners  of  appeal,  who  are  eutirely  dependent 
‘ on  the  crown,  and  removenble  ut  pleasure 
But  this  objection  is, 1 think,  entirely  removed, 
by  making  the  appeal  to  three  judges  in  West- 

mmster-hah/wtokreBii  juagesfo.ia'e;  e’udat’ji 


consequently  entirely  independent  on  the 
crown.  To  this  the  gentlemen  answer,  ‘ That, 

‘ even  before  those  judges,  the  subject  is  not  to 
‘ be  tried  by  n jury,’  and  this  is  loudly  com- 
plained of,  as  if  the  subjecting  of  Englishmen 
to  nny  trial  hut  that  by  a jury,  were  a great  in- 
novation, and  a daugerous  encroachment  upon 
our  constitution.  1 own  that  by  the  great 
charter,  by  one  of  the  fundamental  articles  of 
our  constitution,  every  Englishman  is  to  be 
tried  by  his  peers ; hut  has  not  the  wisdom  of 
the  nation  found  it  necessary  to  admit  of  many 
exceptions  to  this  general  rule;  we  have  seve- 
ral of  our  most  eminent  courts,  which  are  in 
every  method  of  their  proceeding  an  exception 
to  this  rule;  in  the  court  of  chancery  we  have 
no  trinls  by  juries;  in  the  high  court  of  admi- 
ralty we  have  no  trials  by  juries  ; aud  in  many 
particular  cases  it  is  ordered,  that  the  affair 
shall  be  tried  in  the  most  summary  way  with- 
out any  jury  : In  all  these  Cases  the  wisdom  of 
the  nation  found  it  necessary  to  depart  from 
the  general  rule  established  by  the  great  char- 
ter, and  therefore  they  altered  the  method  of 
trial ; Why  should  not  the  legislature  nuw  do 
the  same  ? Is  not  their  power  the  Same  ? And 
if  they  see  good  reason  for  it  in  the  present 
case  ought  not  they  to  do  it  ? whatever  is  done 
by  the  wisdom  of  parliament  becomes  a part  of 
our  constitution ; and  whatever  new  method  of 
trial  is  thereby  introduced,  becomes  from 
thenceforth  as  much  a part  of  our  constitution 
as  ever  the  old  one  was. 

Now,  if  ever  there  was  a reason  in  any  case 
for  altering  the  ancient  method  of  trial  by  jury, 
1 am  sure  there  is  a very  strong  reason  for  al- 
tering it  with  regard  to  trials  concerning  the 
revenue  : every  gentleman,  who  has  been  the 
least  conversant  in  the  courts  of  Westminster- 
hall,  well  knows  the  partiality  of  juries  in  fa- 
vour of  those,  who  are  sued  by  the  crowu  for 
any  frauds  in  the  public  revenue  ; I could  give 
many  instances  of  it,  but  I shall  mention  only 
one.  [Here  he  informed  the  House  of  the  case.'] 
The  defendaut  in  this  case  was  one  of  the  most 
famous  anti  the  tnnst  notorious  smugglers  in  the 
whole  country,  he  had  often  been  tried  for  such 
practices,  and  though  he  had  always  before  es- 
caped, yet  it  was  thought  impossible  he  should 
then  get  off ; 1 had  then  the  honour  to  serve 
the  crown,  and  so  must  very  well  remember 
the  trial ; the  eridence  against  him  was  so  very 
full  and  clear,  that  I believe  there  was  not  u 
man  in  the  court,  except  those  on  the  jury,  who 
were  not  fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  tlie 
evidence  given  against  him ; he  was,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  every  other  man  present, 
fully  convicted  of  what  he  was  accused  of;  yet 
the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  thought  fit  to  bring  in 
a verdict  in  his  favour:  so  that  really  the  crown 
can  never  pretend  to  prevent  smuggling  or  un- 
fair trading,  as  lung  ns  the  trials  are  to  be  for 
the  most  part  by  juries;  and  where  it  becomes 
necessary  to  alter  the  method  of  trial,  the  al- 
tering it  in  that  new  case  can  no  more  he  said 
to  be  an  imtovatiun  or  an  incroachment  on  our 
tdtifflWhansirslilHlitJie-  iltgififtg  of  if  formerly  m 

another  case  was. 
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In  short,  I havd  as  great  a value  for  the  liberty 
of  my  fellow  subjects  as  any  gentleman  in  this 
House  ; I shall  always  be  ready  to  appear  for 
the  liberties  of  my  country,  whenever  I see 
them  in  any  manner  attacked : but  as  liberty 
does  not  at  all  enter  into  the  present  question,  J 
it  is  needless  to  make  any  declarations  about  it, 
or  to  have  it  any  wise  under  our  consideration  ; 
and  therefore  1 shall  he  very  ready  to  give  my 
assent  to  the  motion  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  near  me. 

Sir  Philip  Yorke  haying  done  speaking, 

Sir  Paul  Methuen  stood  op  again  and  spoke 

Sir, 

I rise  up  only  to  explain  myself  os  to  one  par- 
ticular, in  which  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  over  the  way,  for  whom  I have  a 
very  great  respect,  seems  to  have  mistaken  me, 
or  rather  has  misrepresented  what  I said ; for  I 
did  not  say,  that  those  who  are  now  subject  to 
the  laws  of  excise  are  downright  slaves,  or  that 
they  are  totally  deprived  of  their  liberty  : J 
should  be  sorry  if  any  such  thing  could  be  said 
of  any  mau,  that  has  the  least  pretence  to  call 
himself  a subject  of  Great  Britain  ; but  I said 
that  those,  who  are  subjected  to  the  laws 
of  excise,  are,  so  far  as  they  are  sub- 
jected to  such  laws,  deprived  of  their  li- 
berty ; they  are  deprived  of  a part  of  their 
liberty,  and  therefore  cannot  be  said  to  be  as 
free  as  any  other  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects. 
This  is  still  my  opinion,  and  if  those,  who  are 
so  unfortunate  as  to  be  subject  to  tbe  laws  of 
excise,  were  to  be  asked  the  question,  Whether 
they  think  themselves  as  free  in  all  cases, -as 
those  who  are  subject  to  no  such  laws  ? I be- 
lieve there  is  not  one  of  them  but  would  an- 

Sir  John  Barnard  spoke  next : 

Sir, 

I find  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
opened  this  scheme  to  the  Committee,  (sir  It. 
Walpole,)  and  the  learned  gentleman  who  spoke 
since  (sir  Philip  Yorke)  make  great  complaints 
of  some  people's  haring  grossly  and  maliciously 
misrepieseuccd  their  scheme,  before  those  ma- 
licious persons  knew  what  is  was.  For  my 
part,  I happen  to  be  of  a very  different  way  of 
thinking ; for  though  I am  far  from  thinking 
that  the  scheme,  as  now  opened  to  us,  is  the 
very  same  with  what  it  was  when  first  formed  ; 
yet,  even  as  it  is  now  opened,  it  is  such  n scheme, 
in  my  opinion,  as  cannot  even  by  malice  itself, 
be  represented  to  be  worse  than  it  really  is. 

Now  that  I know  it ; now  that  I see  what  it 
is,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a scheme  that  will  be 
attended  with  all  those  bad  consequences,  that 
ever  were  appreheuded  from  it  before  it  was 
known  ; and  I plainly  foresee,  that  it  will  pro- 
duce none  of  those  good  effects,  which  gentle- 
men have  been  pleased  to  entertain  us  with  tbe 
hopes  of:  They  have,  indeed,  gilded  the  pill  a 
little,  but  the  composition  within  is  still  the 
same ; and  if  tbe  people  of  England  be  obliged 
to  s tv  ui  lo  |yr  .i  t^,  J j {1i  i'6  f6?  i v a®T 


ever  was  swallowed  by  them  since  they  were  a 
people. 

Tbe  learned  gentleman  was  pleased  to  say 
that  lie  was  of  opinion,  that  the  opposition  to 
this  wicked  scheme,  for  so  I must  call  it,  pro- 
ceeded from  other  motives  than  gentlemen  are 
willing  to  own.  I do  not  know  what  motives 
he  can  mean  : But  I am  persuaded,  that  those 
gentleman  who  propose  this  scheme,  have  sonic 
secret  views,  which  it  would  neither  be  conve- 
nient or  safe  for  them  to  own  in  this  place ; 
for  as  to  nny  reasons  or  views,  which  may  be 
openly  avowed  for  the  proposing  of  this  scheme 
I know  of  none,  but  that  of  preventing  the 
frauds  that  may  be  committed  in  that  branch 
of  the  revenue  now  under  our  consideration  : 
and  that  it  will  not  answer  that  purpose,  has 
been  made  plainly  appear  by  my  worthy  bro- 
ther near  me  (Mr.  Perry) ; but  granting  that 
this  scheme  should  answer  such  a purpose,  if  the 
laws  now  in  being,  duly  executed,  are  sufficient 
to  nnswer  that  purpose,  what  necessity  is  there 
for  applying  this  new,  this  desperate  remedy,  a 
remedy  which  is  certainly  much  worse  than  the 
disease?  But  before  I proceed  any  farther,  I 
shall  desire  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  cus- 
toms, who  are  attending  at  the  door,  maybe 
called  in. 

[The  commissioners  were  accordingly  called 
in,  and  being  asked  by  sir  John  Barnard,  What 
they  thought  the  value  of  the  frauds  committed 
in  the  tobacco  trade  might  amount  to  one  year 
with  another  ? Their  answer  was,  That  they 
had  never  made  any  computation  : but  one 
of  them  said,  that  by  a computation  he  had 
made  only  to  satisfy  his  own  private  curiosity, 
lie  believed  the  frauds  coine  to  their  knowledge, 
might  amouut  to  30  or  40,000/.  per  annum,  one 
year  with  another.  Then  sir  John  Barnard 
asked  them  whether  it  was  their  opinion,  that 
if  the  officers  of  the  customs  performed  their 
duty  diligently  and  faithfully,  it  would  not  ef- 
fectually prevent  all,  or  most  of  the  frauds  that 
could  be  committed  in  the  tobacco  trade?  To 
which  they  answered,  that  it  was  their  opinion 
it  would.  Then  he  asked  them  farther,  whe- 
ther it  was  their  opinion,  that  if  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  customs  had  the  same  power  over 
their  officers,  as  the  commissioners  of  the  excise 
have  over  theirs,  it  would  not  contribute  a great 
deal  towards  making  them  more  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty  than  they  now  are?  To 
tlimhciranswerwos,  that  they  believed  it  would. 
After  this,  the  commissioners  being  withdrawn, 
sir  John  Barnard  proceeded  thus :] 

Sir ; I now  leave  it  to  every  gentleman  to 
this  House  to  consider,  rvhut  real  pretence  can 
be  formed  for  introducing  such  a dangerous 
scheme,  as  what  has  been  proposed  to  us;  the 
only  pretence  I have  yet  heard  made  use  ot  is, 
the  preventing  of  frauds,  by  which,  say  they,  the 
fair  trader  will  be  encouraged,  and  the  revenue 
encreased  : but  now  you  see,  that  is  the  opi- 
nion, even  of  the  commissioners  of  the  customs, 
that,  by  a due  execution  of  the  laws  now  in 
being,  all  or  most  of  those  frauds  may  be  effec- 
tually prevented  : and  I am  sure,  if  they  can 
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be  prevented  by  tile  laws  in  being,  ilie  prevent- 
ing  of  them  by  that  method  will  contribute 
much  more  to  the  increase  of  the  public  reve- 
nue, mid  to  the  encouragement  of  the  fair  tra- 
der, than  the  preventing  of  them  by  means  of 
the  dangerous  scheme  now  proposed  to  us. 
I now  leave  it  to  the  whole  world  to  judge,  who 
are  they  that  have  secret  motives  which  they 
are  not  willing  to  own;  which  they  dare  not 
own  ; Whether  it  be  those  who  are  the  propo- 
sers and  promoters  of  this  scheme,  or  those 
who  are  the  opposers  of  it  ? 

The  learned  gentleman  seemed  to  be  sur- 
prised how  our  constitution,  or  the  liberties  of 
our  country  came  to  be  brought  into  the  pre- 
sent debate  : he  said, ' he  thought  they  had  no 
manner  of  concern  in  the  present  question.' 
I am  sorry  to  differ  from  a gentleman  who,  by 
bis  profession,  ought,  who  certainly  does  under- 
stand the  nnture  of  our  constitution,  as  well  as 
any  man  in  England;  but  I nm  of  opinion, 
that  the  constitution  of  our  government,  and 
the  liberty  of  the  subject,  was  never  more 
nearly  or  more  immediately  concerned  in  any 
question,  limn  they  are  in  the  present ; they  are 
both  so  deeply  concerned,  that  their  preserva- 
tion or  their  total  overthrow  depends  entirely 
upon  the  success  of  the  scheme  now  under  our 
consideration  : If  the  scheme  succeeds,  they 
must  tumble  of  course;  if  the  scheme  is  defeat- 
ed, they  may  he  preserved  : I hope  they  will 
he  preserved  till  time  shall  he  no  more.  But  I 
must  say,  that  the  learned  gentleman,  and 
every  gentleman  who  appears  os  an  advocate 
lor  the  scheme  now  proposed  to  us,  is  much  in 
the  right  to  keep,  if  they  can,  the  constitution 
and  the  liberties  of  their  country  out  of  the  de- 
bate ; it  is  from  thence  that  the  principal  ar- 
guments are  to  be  formed  against  their  scheme ; 
it  is  from  thence  that  such  arguments  inay  be 
formed  against  it,  as  must  appear  unanswerable 
to  every  man  who  has  a regard  for  either. 

The  geutlemnn  tells  us,  ‘ That  there  are  but 
• 120,  or  150  excise  officers,  besides  warehouse 
< keepers,  to  he  added  by  the  scheme  now  be- 
1 fore  us and  this  additional  number  they 
seem  to  make  a ridicule  of;  but  considering 
the  swanns  of  tax-gatherers  we  have  already 
established,  this  small  number,  as  they  call  it,  is 
no  trivial  matter  ; and  I would  be  glad  to  know 
from  those  gentlemen,  what  they  call  ware- 
house keepers,  and  what  number  of  them  may 
be  necessary?  I hope  they  will  allow,  that  a 
warehouse  keeper  appointed  by  the  treasury, 
and  paid  by  the  treasury,  is  an  officer  of  the  re- 
venue, os  much  as  any  other  officer  whatsoever; 
and  if  the  number  that  tliere  must  be  of  these 
be  added  to  the  other,  I believe  we  may  find 
that  the  number  of  revenue  officers  to  be  added 
by  this  scheme  must  be  very  considerable. 

As  for  the  new  method  of  appeal  proposed,  I 
can  see  no  advantage  that  it  will  be  of  to  any 
unfortunate  man  that  may  hare  occasion  for  it: 
in  all  cases,  the  charge  and  trouble  of  attending 
must  be  very  great,  and  the  event  very  pre- 
carious; but  in  most  cases,  where  poor  retail- 
ors may  haVfcntfitW»ftia 


charge  and  trouble  of  attendance  must  be 
greater  than  the  subject  can  hear,  so  that  all 
such  people  mult  succumb ; they  most  submit 
to  the  determination  of  the  commissioners  of 
thq  excise,  aud  can  expect  no  other  redress,  but 
what  they  meet  with  from  the  mercy  of  those 
commissioners.  The  judges  of  Westminster 
Hall  nre,  it  is  true,  for  life,  but  they  are  all 
named  by  the  crown;  1 shall  say  nothing  of  the 
present  judges,  who  so  worthily  fill  the  several 
benches  of  Westminster  Hall ; but  if  they 
should  die,  und  if  the  crown  should  he  resolved 
to  use  that  power,  which  the  Parliament  had 
put  into  their  bunds,  in  order  to  oppress  the 
subject,  they  will  always  find  Judges  fit  for 
their  purpose:  judges  are  but  men,  they  are 
subject  to  the  same  frailties  that  other  men  are, 
and  the  crown  has  always  plenty  of  baits  where- 
withal to  tempt  them.  A judge  may  be  made 
a lord  chief  justice,  a lord  chief  justice  may  be 
made  a lord  chancellor,  and  every  one  may 
have  a son,  a brother,  or  a cousin  to’be  provid- 
ed for;  and  the  crown  has  many  other  ways, 
by  which  they  may  winover  a judge  to  adminis- 
ter justice  according  to  the  directions  he  shall 
receive  from  court ; more  especially  when  he  is 
to  administer  justiceinasummaryway, and  with- 
out the  usual  forms  of  proceeding  in  courts  oflaw 
enuity.  For  by  this  new  method  of  appeal,  and 
which  lias  been  so  much  bragged  of,  care  has 
been  taken  that  the  subject  shall  not  be  restor- 
ed to  his  ancient  birthright,  that  is,  to  a trial 
by  jury:  No,  this  I find  is  most  carefully 
avoided,  and  yet  I think  it  must  be  allowed, 
that  it  is  the  inherent  right  of  every  Englishman 
to  be  tried  by  his  peers;  I nm  not  so  much 
acquainted  with  law,  ns  to  give  an  account  of 
the  several  cases  in  which  this  method  of  trial 
has  been  set  aside,  or  the  reasons  for  so  doing; 
but  I will  venture  to  say,  that  wherever  that 
method  has  been  set  aside,  whether  the  same 
was  done  by  the  wisdom  of  the  nation  or  other- 
wise, such  an  alteration  was  an  innovation,  and 
was  a dangerous  encroachment  upon  the  origi- 
nal charter  of  our  constitution. 

As  to  the  pretended  partiality  of  juries,  s# 
much  complained  of  by  the  learned  gentleman, 
it  is  of  no  weight  with  me;  I cannot  see  how 
thnt  honourable  gentleman,  or  any  gentleman, 
enn  pretend  to  know  what  rensons  a jury  mny 
have  for  giving  their  verdict : no  gentleman  has 
a right  to  he  believed  upon  his  single  say-so, 
against  a verdict  given  by  twelve  honest  mea 
upon  oath.  If  there  have  been  so  many  verdicts 
given  against  the  crown,  as  that  learned  gentle- 
man seems  to  insinuate,  it  is  to  me  a strong 
proof  thnt  prosecutions  have  been  set  on  foot 
against  the  subject,  upun  the  evidence  of  wit- 
nesses, whoss  credibility  or  veracity  hnve  not 
been  very  much  to  be  depended  on ; which  is 
so  far  from  being  an  argument  for  altering  the 
method  of  trial  hy  jury,  that  it  is  a very  strong 
argument  forthe  continuance  of  that  method  in 
all  time  to  come.  But  as  it  is  now  very  late,  and 
as  I shall  probably  have  another  opportn- 
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farther  ai  present,  but,  only  to  deplore,  that  always  betm.q.princjplc.ila  l«qiken,(o  autn, 
now,  after  bearing  ibis  split  me  opened  lu  us,  I sruiuble.scbeiuti  for  .Mnuieaaitfo.of.tLli.  fiLjjj* 
.dislike  it  as  much  us  ever  1 did  any  reprascu-  which  are.  committed  .against  ihe.  .Wf’lfo 
tation  of  it  tnat  ever  I beard  of,  aijd  therefore  luok.upou  ilie.persous  guilty  of  spe(i  fajwdfL 
•ball  give  my  negative  u>  die  question  proposed,  ibe  greatest  cruumals,  and  if  .they,  have  ifoy 
Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  spokeasiylWs  : character,  if  they  observe  uuy,  decency JKwi- 

Sir;  yaw  Tile,  I lake  it  to  Ip.u  oflljipbecuu*.-  tUa.bevp 

. As  ibe  affair,  which  ta  at  present  the. subject,  no  .oppprfpnity.io.da  otherwise ; for  tlut.jrfon 
of  our  consideration,  bus  been  much  talked  of,  must  have  n very  whimsical  ajiisruui;,-,  i,j10 
and  variously  represented  wiibuut  do  ns  ; aim  cl.euts  the  puUic,»ml  yet  vvoulo sirupe  t- ,i,vw 
as  it  bus  been  for  some  months  the  subject  of  a private  mini  if  lit  bud  the  same  oppmiuam. 
conversation  amongst  people  of  all  ranks.. and  W hale  ver  resolution* njayco.me  tpmjEj 

qualities,  ,1  was  fully  resolved  to  suspend  my  Committee,  there,  will  probably  be  a Bill , or 
judgment  in  relation  to  it,  till  I should  bear  it  Bills  ordered.to  lie  brought  in  pursuant  to  ibe®.. 
fully  opened  and  laid  before  this  House..  There  and  if  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  any.reai  difl 
were,  indeed,  such  cltpno.urs  raised  without  liculties  be  started,  if  any  reasonable  objections 
doors,  and  it  was  represented  in  so  ninny  bide-  lip  made,  wi.hout  doubt  all  proper  cate  will  be 
oos  shapes,  tliat  1 cannot  say  but  I came  this  taken  in  the  framing  such  Bill  or  Bills,  iq  u|>. 
morning  to  the  House,  if  prejudiced,  rather  viate  aU  tliusc  difficulties  arid.  objectiooB:  ibis 
against  than  ill  favour  of  any  such  project ; but  I make  no  manner  of  doubt  of,  and  therefore  I 
cull  l came, as  I alwaysdo,altogetlierundeter-  can  find  no  difficulty  in  giving  my  assent  to  th* 
ruined,  and  resolved  so  to  remain,  till  I was  question  proposed, 
fully  informed  by  other  gentlemeD,  in  the  course  Air.  HeathcoU  stood «p  and  said  ; 
of  tbe  debate,  of  all  those  facts  which  ought  to  Sir  ; 

be  known,  before  any  determination  etui  be  Other  gentlemen  have  already  fully  explained 
made,  in  an  affair  of  so  great  importance,  and  set  forth  the  great  inconveniences,  which 

I had  before  heard,  that  by  this  scheme  the  must  be  brought  on  the  trade  of  this  nation,  by 
landed  gentlemen  were  to  be  eased  of  a part  of  ibe  scheme,  now  proposed  to. us;  liaise  have 
the  land  tax ; that  the  public  revenue  was  to  been  made  very  appaient,  and  fiornl  hem  arises 
be  greatly  improved  ; and  that  our  planters  in  a very  strong  objection  against  what  is  now 
America,  and  our  fair  traders  at  home  were  to  proposed  : hut  the  greatest  objection  arises 
be  greatly  encouraged  : but  all  these  console-  irom  the  danger  to  which  this  scheme  will  most 
rations  would  have  had  no  weight  wilh  me,  if  I certainly  expose  (lie  liberties  of  our  country,; 
bad  found  tliat  so  many  of  my  fellow-subjects  those  liberties,  for  which  our  ancestors,  base  so 
were  thereby  to  have  been  subjected  to  the  often  ventured  their, lives  and  fortunes;  those 
grievous  laws  of  excise,  without  any  alleviation  liberties  which  have  cost  this  nation  so  much 
or  alteration.  I must  own,  that  the  seventy  of  blood  aud  treasure,  seem  already  to  he  greater 
the  laws  of  excise  has  been  long  justly  com-  retrenched : I am  sorry  to  say  it,  but  w-hat  is 
plained  of,  but  at  the  same  time  1 must  say,  now  in  dispute  seems  to  me  tube  the  last  branch 
tlint  the  many  frauds  committed  in  that  branch  of  liberty  we  have  to.  contend  for ; we  have  »!• 
of  the  public  revenue  now  uuder  our  console-  ready  established  a standing  army,  mi d have 
ration  are  most  heavy  and  grievous,  and  wbat  made  it  in  a manner  u partof  our  constitution; 
I caunot  think  of  seeing  the  nation  suffer  any  we  have  already  subjected  great  numbers  of-lhe 
longer  under,  without  applying  some  proper  re-  people  of  this  nation  to  the  arbitrary  laws  of 
tnedy ; and  since  by  the  proposition  now  made  excue,  and  this  scheme  is  su  wide  a step  In- 
to us,  there  is  not  only  an  effectual  leinedy  pro-  wards  subjecting  all  the  test  of  the.. people  of 
vided  against  all  those  frauds  hut  likewise,®  England  to  those  arbitrary  kttvs,.tbui  it. will  be 
method  proposed,  by  which  tbe edgeof  the  laws  impossible  for  us  to  recover  or  tu  prevent,  the 
of  excise  is  tube  blunted,  and  that  severity  littal  consequences  of  such  a scheme., 
taken  quite  olR  which  hitherto  afforded  just  VVe  are  told  tliat  his  Majesty  is  i good  and 
ground  of  complaint,  therefore. I cannot  Jtesi-  a wise  prime,  weall  believe  him  to  he.suj  huf 
lute  otto  moment  as  to  giving  my  ussent  to  wlmt  I hope  no  man  will  pretend  to  tiruw  auj  argllr 
is  now  proposed.  ment  from  thence,  for  uur  surrendering., those 

This  consideration  is  of  the  greater  weight  liberties  aud  privileges,  which  -have  beca  hand* 
with  me,  and  must  be:  so  with  every  hottest  ed  down  to  us  by  our  ancestors : we . have,  m- 
nian,  that  by  wbat  is  now  proposed,  the  laws  deed, uothutg  to  fear  from  hit  present  Alajestyj 
of  excise  are  to  he.rectified, not  only  in  the  case  he  never,  will  muke  a bad  use  of  tlutt  puVff 
now,  before  us,  hut  in  every  other  case  ; the  which  tve  have  put  into  bis  hands;  bur  tl.wo 
whole  body  of  those  laws  are  to  be  reformed  once  grant  to  thectown  loo  greet  an  egjentef 
and  rectified  in  such  a manner,  as  to  remove  power,  we  cannot  recal  that  grant  wite;i,,W» 
the  greatest  objection,  with  me  indeed  the  only  have  a mind  > and  though  ItisAlii.iesty.spnuld 
objection,  that  could  ever  ho  made  against  the  never  make  a had  use  of  it,  some  ot  Ins  sucqeff 
extension  of  them ; aud  if  this  proposition  be  sore  may  : the  being  governed  Uy,  a w ise  . gnj(,# 
now  rejected,  it  is  not  easy  to  know  wheu  we  good.king,  does  not  make  the,  people  n free 
shall,  orif  we  slmll  ever  have  such  an  opportu-  people;  the  Itmunns  were  as  greatjslaves  usder 
nity  of  reforming  those  laws,  which  have  been  the  few  good  emperors  they  had  to  reign  o’iW 
so  long t^pt^ht ^tjgypps,, ,,  pfe.Ubalb  them, vve«;  under  tjjsp . - 
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their  tyrants : after  the  people  have  once  given 
up  their  liberties,  their  governors  have  all  the 
same  power  of  oppressing  them,  though  they 
may  not  perhaps  all  make  the  same  wicked  use 
of  the  power  lodged  in  tlieiriiands ; hut  a slave 
that  has  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  n good- 
natured  and  a humane  master,  is  no  less  a slave 
than  he  that  meets  with  a cruel  and  barbarous 
one.  Our  liberties  are  too  valuable,  and  have 
been  purchased  at  too  high  a price,  to  be 
sported  with,  or  wantonly  given  up,  even  to  the 
best  of  kings : we  have  before  now  had  some 
good,  some  wise  and  gracious  sovereigns  to 
reign  over  us,  but  we  fmd  that  under  them  our 
ancestors  were  as  jealous  of  their  liberties,  as 
they  were  under  the  worst  of  our  kings : it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  we  have  still  the  same  value 
for  our  liberties ; if  we  have,  we  certainly  will 
use  all  peaceable  methods  to  preserve  nnd  se- 
cure them  ; and  if  such  methods  should  prove 
ineffectual,  I hope  there  is  no  Englishman  hut 
has  spirit  enough  to  use  those  methods  for  the 

E reservation  of  our  liberties,  which  were  used 
y our  ancestors  for  the  defence  of  theirs,  and 
for  transmitting  them  down  lu  us  in  that  glori- 
ous condition  in  which  we  found  them.  There 
are  some  still  alive,  who  bravely  ventured  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of 
their  country ; there  are  many  whose  fathers 
were  embarked  in  the  same  glorious  cause. 
Let  it  never  be  said,  that  the  sons  of  such  men 
wantonly  gave  up  those  liberties  for  which  their 
fathers  had  risked  so  much,  and  that  for  the- 
poor  pretence  of  suppressing  a few  frauds  in 
the  collecting  of  the  public  revenues,  which 
might  easily  have  been  suppressed  without  en- 
tering into  any  such  dangerous  measures.  This 
is  all  I shall  trouble  you  with  at  present,  but  so 
much  I thought  was  incumbent  upon  me  to  say, 
in  order  that  I might  enter  my  protest  against 
the  question  now  before  us. 

Mr.  Pu/lcncy  spoke  nest : * 

Sir ; The  honourable  gentleman,  w ho  opened 
this  aflitir  to  us,  took  up  so  pmch  of  the  time 
of  the  Committee,  and  it  is  now  so  very  late, 
that  I am  almost  afraid  of  giving  you  any 
■rouble  at  present ; but  1 hope,  considering  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  that  gentlemen  will 
excuse  me,  and  will  allow  me  to  take  some 
aotice  of  what  has  been  said  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  introduced  the  debate,  and  the 
honourable  ami  learned  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  but  one.  As  to  the  frauds  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  dwelt  so  long  on,  and 
which  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  call  heavy  and  grievous,  I be- 
lieve every  gentleman  in  the  Committee  is  con- 
vinced that  there  arc  such  frauds,  I believe 
every  gentleman  will  agree  that  they  are  most 
heavy  and  most  grievous : but  I do  not  be- 
lieve that  it  is  of  late  only  that  die  honourable 
gentlemen  lias  came  to  the  knowledge  of  them, 
nor  do  I believe  that  the  frauds  relating  to 
wine  and  tobacco,  are  the  only  frauds  he  has 
heard  complained  of ; there  is  hardly  a gentle- 
man in  the  kingdom,  but  has  heard  of  frauds 
in  almost  evdrV'fS^^^l^l^W^K^lUli«?,  > 

Vol.  VUL 
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even  that  honourable  gentleman  must  have 
lienrd  many  years  ago  of  the  frauds  committed- 
in  the  tobacco  and  wine-trade;  Why  dien  waa 
there  no  remedy  sooner  proposed  ? How  could 
■ hut  gentleman  see  the  public  revenue,  for 
which  he  expresses  such  a tender  concern, 
suffer  so  long  by  those  frauds,  without  propos- 
ing some  expedient  for  preventing  them : The 
expedient  now  proposed  is  certainly  no  such 
new  or  extraordinary  thing ; it  might  have 
been  thought  of,  I dare  say  it  has  often  been 
thought  of  before  this  time,  but  it  seems  it  was 
never  thought  proper  to  propose  it  till  now  ; at 
least  it  was  never  till  uow  thought  necessary  ; 
and  yet  it  cannot  be  said,  hut  that  the  frauds 
both  in  wine  and  tobacco  were  as  great  for- 
merly as  they  are  at  this  present  time. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleased 
to  tell  us,  that  his  thoughts  are  entirely  con- 
fined to  the  two  articles  of  wine  and  tobacco, 
and  that  noihing  else  was  ever  designed  by  him, 
or  any  of  his  acquaintance,  to  be  subjected  to 
the  laws  of  excise:  Whatever  his  thoughts 
may  have  been  in  time  past,  he  must  excuse 
me  if  I say,  that  I do  not  believe  they  will  be 
so  much  confined  in  time  to  come.  Are  there 
not  frauds  committed  in  every  branch  of  the 
public  revenue’  Will  not  that  honourable  gen- 
tleman think  himself  ns  much  bound  in  duty  to 
lay  those  frauds  before  this  House,  and  propose 
a remedy  for  them,  as  he  non  thinks  himself 
bound  to  expose,  and  to  offer  a remedy  for  pre- 
venting the  frauds  in  wine  and  tobacco  ? And 
if  the  remedy  uow  proposed,  be  deemed  by 
parliament  the  most  proper  nnd  effectual  re- 
medy for  preventing  the  frauds  in  wine  and  to- 
bacco, will  not  that  be  made  use  of  as  an  argu- 
ment for  applying  the  same  remedy  as  to  the 
frauds  in  every  other  branch  of  tbe  public  re- 
venue? Will  it  not  be  said,  you  did  so  and  so 
in -the  case  of  wine  and  tobacco,  why  should 
you  scruple  to  apply  th«  same  remedy  in  the 
case  now  before  you  ? So  that,  from  the  gen- 
tleman's own  reasoning,  from  his  own  way  of 
arguing  as  to  the  casG  which  he  has  been 
pleased  now  to  lay  before  us,  one  may  see  a 
most  plain  and  evident  design  of  a much  far- 
tlierextcusion  of  the  laws  of  excise ; one  may 
clearly  see  a design  of  subjecting  every  branch 
of  ibe  public  revenue  to  those  arbitrary  laws  j 
only  the  gentleman  has  a mind,  it  seems,  to 
be  a little  cunning,  and  to  do  it  by  piece-meal. 

Whatever  opinion  the  bonournhleand  learned 
gentleman  may  have  of  the  proposition  made 
by  his  honourable  friend,  it  is  plain  it  breathe* 
nothing  but  tbe  principles  of  the  most  arbitrary 
and  most  tyrannical  governments,  that  have 
been  established  in  Europe  : The  enlarging  the 
power  of  the  crown ; increasing  the  number  of 
dependents  on  the  crown  ; rendering  tbe  hap- 
piness of  the  subject  precarious  and  uncertain, 
and  depending  in  a manner  entirely  on  tha 
good-will  of  a prime  miuister,  or  of  those  em- 
ployed under  him,  are  the  certain  consequence* 
of  the  Scheme  now  proposed  to  us  ; they  are 
the  certain  consequences  of  all  Schemes  lor  ex- 
Cc'nainil-thttiau'j1  of'eitvje,  SWi’  klrif  probably 
4 O 
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the- principal  views  of  all  these  who  set  up 
such  projects.  Let  gentlemen  but  rend  the 
political  Testartieiits  of  llichlieu  nml  Louvois, 
those  legacies  which  were  left  by  the  authors 
to  their  master,  for  instructing  him  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  arbitrary  government;  let  gentlemen, 
Isay,  but  rehd  those  testaments,  and’ they  will 
*ee,  that  the  author  of  this  Scheme,  whoever 
lie  be,  must  be  very  well  versed  in  them  ; they 
will  see  how  well  it  agrees  with  the  principles 
there  laid  down  for  the  establishing  end  sup- 
porting of  arbitrary  power.  It  is  for  this  rea- 
son that  the  English  nation  has  always  been  so 
averse  to  excise-projects  of  all  kinds;  the  very 
word  ‘ Excise’  has  always  been  odious  to  the 
people  of  England.  It  is  tme,  there  has  been 
an  excise  established  by  parliament,  bqt  it  was 
first  given  ns  a purchase  for  the  court  of  wards 
and  liveries  ; and  though  that  court  was  most 
justly  looked  on  as  one  o four  grentest  grievances, 
yet  the  purchase  has  always  been  reckoned  too 
dear,  and  that  parliament  whichgave  the  excise 
has  been  branded  with  the  infamous  name  of  a 
pensionary  parliament.  Even  the  great  king 
William,  notwithstanding  ail  he  had  done  for 
the  people  of  England,  notwithstanding  he  was 
most  generally  beloved  and  esteemed  by  his 
subjects,  yet  he  had  like  to  have  suffered  by  a 
notion’s  prevailing  among  the  people,  that  some 
new  excises  were  to  have  been  established.  It 
was  publicly  said,  that  we  had  got  n Dutch 
king,  and  that  therefore  we  were  to  be  saddled 
with  Dutch  excises : That  wise  king  was  so 
sensible  of  the  danger  he  might  be  exposed  to, 
by  the  prevalence  of  such  a notion,  that  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  disavow  any  such  in- 
tention by  a public  declaration. 

I most  readily  believe,  that  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  over  the  way  comes  at 
all  times  to  this  House,  undetermined  ns  to  any 
point  that  is  to  be  brought  before  us  ; I be- 
lieve he  always  comes  resolved  to  be  deter- 
mined by  what  shall  be  offered  in  the  course  of 
tbo  debnte ; but  I am  very  much  at  a loss  to 
find  out  whnt  in  the  present  debate  has  deter- 
mined him  to  be  of  the  opinion  lie  now  seems 
to  be  of:  He  has,  indeed,  told  us,  4 Tbat  the 

* reformatio)]  proposed ns  to  the  laws  of  excise, 

‘ is  what  very  much  weighs  with  him  :’  He  says, 
‘That  the  laws  of  excise  are  to  be  blunted, 

* and  their  edge  is  to  be  taken  off  by  what  is 

* now  proposed.’  In  this,  I must  confess  ray 
■bortsightedness,  I can  see  no  reformation  in 
♦hat  is  proposed ; wbat  I look  upon  as  most 
grievous  in  the  laws  of  excise  is  to  continue  the 
•time  as  before  : Are  not  the  officers  to  have 
the  same  oppressive  anil  vexatious  powers  con- 
tinued to  them  ? Are  not  the  commissioners  to 
have  the  same  dispensing  power  with  regard  to 
fines  and  forfeitures  f Are  trials  by  jury  to 
be  restored  to  the  suhjects?  No,  all  these 
grievances  arc  to  remain  on  the  same  footing 
tliey  were  before.  The  power  and  influence  of 1 
the  crown,  by  means  of  the  laws  of  excise,  is  | 
■tHl  to  be  as  great  as  it  was  before,  only  there 
•re  by  this  scheme  many  thousands  more  to  be  I 
■objected? *9t56s ill*  nietfced.  lofiappigaliBjigni'-j 


deed,  to  be  a little  altered,  but  I am  afraid 
i lie  alteration  will  not  be  much  fur  tbe  better - 
the  expence  will  be  much  greater,  and  the  re- 
dress as  precarious  ns  ever  it  was  before  : How 
then  are  the  laws  of  excise  to  be  blunted! 
Where  is  this  reformation  so  much  boasted  of 
and  ou  which  that  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  seems  solely  to  ground  hut  opinion  ? 
But  it  seem9  he  expects,  that  when  this  proposi- 
tion comes  to  the  length  of  a bill,  many  fine 
things  are  to  he  done,  many  more  things  than 
we  have  ever  yet  heard  of:  If  it  should  come 
to  the  length  of  a bill,  wliicli  I am  in  great 
hopes  it  never  will,  he  may  very  prubahly  find 
himself  disappointed  ; and  if  that  should  he 
tho  case,  I doubt  not  but  he  will  be  of  a diffe- 
rent opinion. 

Gentlemen  have  said,  that  there  are  no  com- 
plaints  made  of  the  laws  of  excise,  or  of  the 
oppressions  of  exciso  officers ; but  I believe 
there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  House,  who  can- 
not give  some  instances,  even  within  bis  own 
knowledge,  of  most  cruel  oppressions  com- 
mitted by  some  of  those  officers  : I urn  sura 
there  is  no  gentleman  who  has  ever  acted  in 
the  country  as  a justice  of  peace,  but  can  give 
hundreds  of  such  instances.  The  people  have 
complained  so  often,  and  so  long,  of  the  se- 
verity of  those  laws,  nnd  the  vexation  of  those 
officers,  that  they  are  now  weary  of  complain- 
ing : To  what  purpose  should  they  complain, 
since  they  see  there  has  never  as  yet  been  nny 
provision  made  for  their  redress  ? Their  com- 
plaints have  been  hitherto  disregarded,  even  by 
those  who  are  in  some  manner  bound  to  take 
notice  of  them. 

The  honourable  gentleman  was  pleased  to 
dwell  long  on  tbe  generosity  of  the  crown,  in 
giving  up  the  fines,  forfeitures,  and  seizures  to 
the  public ; but,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  be  but 
a poor  equivalent  for  tbe  many  oppressions  and 
exactions,  which  the  people  will  be  exposed  to 
by  this  scheme.  I must  sny,  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  himself  been  of  late  mighty 
bountiful  and  generous,  in  his  offers  to  the  pub- 
lic ••  He  has  been  so  gracious  as  to  ask  ns, 
4 Will  you  have  a land-tax  of  two  shillings  in 
‘ the  pound,  or  a land-tax  but  of  one ; or  trill 
4 you  have  no  land-tax  at  all  ? Will  you  have 
4 your  debts  paid  ? Will  you  have  them  soon 
4 pnld  ? Tell  me  but  what  you  want,  let  mebut 
4 know  how  you  can  be  made  easy,  and  it  shall 
4 be  done  for  you.’  These  are  most  generoui 
offers,  but  there  is  something  so  very  extraor- 
dinary, there  is  something  so  farcical  in  them, 
that  really  I can  hardly  mention  them  without 
laughing  : It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  storv  of 
sir  Epicure  Mammon  in  44  The  Alchimist  j”  he 
was  gulled  out  of  his  money  by  fine  promises ; 
he  was  promised  the  philosopher's  6tone,  by 
which  he  was  to  get  mountains  of  gold,  and 
every  thing  else  he  could  desire;  hat  all  ended 
nt  last  in  some  little  thing  for  curing  the  itch. 

I wish  the  gentlemen,  who  appear  so  zcnlous 
for  this  scheme,  would  have  some  little  regard  to 
their  constituents.  It  is  well  known  that  it  w*» 
tba  eMiitotai  iciiong’»aK.  !*ec®torj,  when  #nj 
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near  device  was  proposed,  to  desire  time  to 
have  a conference  witli  their  countries;  lam 
but  very little  conversant  in  books  of  law,  how.' 
ever  1 sometimes  look  into  them  ; and!  must 
beg  leave  «o  read  a passage  or  two  on  this  sub- 
ject, from  my  lord  Coke.  That  great  lawyer, 
ib  the  4th  part  of  his  Institutes,  page  14,  says, 
‘ It  is  also  the  law  and  custom  of  the  parliament, 
' that  when  any  new  device  is  moved  on  the 
‘ King’s  behalf,  in  parliament,  for  his  aid,  or 
4 the  like,  the  Commons  may  answer,  that  they 
‘ tendered  the  King’s  estate,  and  are  ready  to 
4 aid  the  same,  only  in  this  new  device  they 
‘ dare  not  agree  without  conference  with  their 
4 countries ; whereby  it  appears;  that  such 
* conference  is  warrantable  by  tfaelawnnd  cus- 
4 torn  of  parliament.’  And  again,  page  34, 
he  tells  us,  ‘ At  the  parliament  holdeu  in  the 
4 9th  of  king  Edward  3,  when  a motion  was 
4 made  for  a subsidy  of  a new  kind,  the  Com- 
4 mans  answered,  that  they  would  liave  con- 
4 fereace  with  those  of  their  several  countries 
4 and  places,  who  had  put  them  in  trust,  before 
‘•they  treated  of  any  such  matter.’  If  such  a 
conference  was  ever  necessary  upon  ony  occa- 
sion, it  is  surely  necessary  before  we  agree  to 
the  device  now  offered  to  us;  a device  which, 
in  ray  opinion,  strikes  at  the  very  root  of  our 
liberties ; it  is,  in  my  way  of  thinking,  a down- 
right plan  for  arbitrary  power ; and  in  this  I 
am  not  singular,  for  tliere  teems  to  be  many 
gentlemen  of  the  same  opinion  within  doors  as 
well  as- without ; therefore  I mast  think  that  it 
is  necessary,  it  is  incumbent  upon  every  gen- 
tleman in  this  House,  at  least,  to  desire  to  have 
a conference  with  his  constituents,  before  he 
agrees  to  any  such  device : This  would  have 
been  necessary,  if  we  had  been  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  sentiments  of  our  several  coun- 
tries ; bnt  indeed  in  the  present  case,  such  a 
Conference  seems  to  be  quite  unnecessary ; we 
already  know  the  sentiments  of  our  constitu- 
ents in  relation  to  the  device  now  offered  to  us; 
the  whole  nation  has  already,  in  the  most  open 
manner  declared  their  dislike  to  it ; and  there- 
fore I hope  the  gentlemen  of  this  Committee 
will  reject  it  with  that  scorn  and  contempt  it 
deserves. 

Sir  William  Wyndham  spoke  next : 

Sir,  Though  it  be  now  very  late,  yet  I must 
beg  leave  to  offer  my  sentiments  upon  the  ques- 
tion now  in  debate;  for  it  is  a qnestion  of  such 
importance,  that  I should  not  think  I dis- 
charged the  duty  I owe  to  my  country,  without 
declaring  in  ihe  most  open  and  public  manner, 
my  dislike  and  abhorrence  of  the  Scheme  which 
hits  been  now  opened  to  us.  The  Scheme,  ns 
now  explained  to  us,  has,  in  my  opinion,  been 
po  way  misrepresented ; it  is  the  very  same 
with  what  has  been  represented  to  us,  it  is  the 
wry  same  with  that  which  the  nation  has  so 
openly  and  so  generally  declared  their  dislike 
to;  it  is  fraught  with  all  those  evils  which  were 
ever  attributed  to  it,  and  most  apparently 
strikes  at  the  very  fundamentals  of  our  consti- 
tution. The  tRfc 1 


laws  of  Exdise,  has,  in  all  ngeo,  and  in  nil  coun- 
tries, been  looked  on  aa  the  most  grievous  and 
raostoppressive  method  of  collecting  taxes;  uad 
if  one  method  of  raising  an  Excise  can  be  more 
oppressive  than  another,  it  must  be  granted,, 
that  the  method  now  proposed  to  us,  of  raising 
this  new  Excise;  must  of  all  methods  be  the 
most  oppressive  aud  the  most  vexatious  to  the 

a tie:  in  all  countries,  Excises  of  every  kind 
ooketl  ou  as  badges  of  slavery ; and  though 
the  English  nation  be  now  unfortunately  sub- 
jected In  some  of  them,  yet  I hope  they  wilt 
never  consent  to  any  new  Excises,  or  to  any 
new  extension  of  the  laws  of  Excise,  let  tha 
pretences  for  so  doing  be  ever  so  specious. 

Uni  in  the  present  case,  let  us  consider  what 
are  the  specious  pretences  made  use  of,  what 
are  the  great  advantages  proposed,  for  per- 
suading us  to  cofisent  to  the  subjecting  so  many 
of  bis  Majesty’s  faithful  subjects  to  be  plagued 
I and  linrrassed  by  the  officers  of  Excise.  The 
suppressing  of  frauds,  and  the  advantages  that 
will  accrue  therefrom  10  the  public  and  to  the 
fair  trader,  is  by  tvliat  1 can  fold,  the  only  pre- 
tence now  made  use  of ; and  yet  those  frauds, 
even  aggravated  as  they  were  by  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  who  proposed  this  Scheme  to  us, 
do  amount  to  a mere  trifle ; so  that  the  im- 
provement to  be  made,  as  to  the  public  reve- 
nue,-will  but  be  very  inconsiderable,  if  any  at 
all,  after  deducting  the  additional  charges  of 
management,  which  the  public  will  become 
liable  to  by  the  great  increase  of  officers.  This 
pretence  therefore,  even  when  set  in  the 
strongest  light  can  be  no  sufficient  argument 
for  prevailing  on  ns  to  expose  our  constitution 
to  the  least  danger,  or  to  subject  any  of  our  fel- 
low-countrymen to  great  hardships : But  this 
pretence  is  still  more  frivolous,  since  it  lms  been 
made  appear  to  us,  that  those  frauds  are  not  at 
all  so  considerable  as  they  have  been  repre- 
sented, that  all  sorts  of  frauds  cannot  be  pre- 
vented, even  by  the  Scheme  now  proposed ; 
and  that  many  of  those  frauds,  that  have  been 
lately  committed,  might  be  prevented  by  the 
laws  now  in  being,  if  care  were  taken  to 
have  proper  officers,  and  to  make  those  offi- 
cers diligent  and  faithful.  I grant,  indeed, 
that  the  power  and  influence  of  the  crown 
will  be  greatly  increased  and  improved  by 
this  Scheme ; ’ I muse  own  that  great  num- 
bers of  i lie  people  of  this  nation  will  thereby 
be  rendered  most  submissive  and  obedient  to 
those  that  shall  hereafter  be  employed  by  the 
crown;  and  if  this  be  a motive  for  agreeing  to 
this  Scheme,  I 'mast  allow  that  it  is  a strong 
one,  I believe  indeed  that  it  is  the  only  real  one 
that  any  gentleman  can  have  forgiving  his  con- 
sent to  such  a Scheme;  hut  with  me  it  is  so 
far  from  being  a motive  for  giving  my  consent, 
that  it  is  the  stongest  motive  1 hnve  forgiviug 
my  negative  to  the  question  now  before  us,  be- 
cause I think  it  absolutely  inconsistent  with  our 
constitution. 

It  is  true,  an  ease  to  the  landed  interest  has 
upon  tins,  as  well  as  upon  some  other  late  occo- 

out  at  a 
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bait  for  some  gehtletneti:  bud  hope  the  landed  , since  her  lime,  except  her  royal  successor 
gentlemen  lire  not  to  lie  eutjght  by  such  bints;  | queen  Anne.  Tims  she  reigned,  anil  reigns 
2ic  hoot  appears’  so  pUin.-llinc  it  nmy  be  dis-  I absolutely,'  but  so  ns  I could  wish  every  prince 
covered  by  any  mad  ni  cixu-non  sense;  how-  | in  England  to  do;  she  Teigncd  absolutely  over 
ever,  I must  say,  that  the  method  of  arguing  is  ibe  hearts  and  affections  of  her  sulyects,  and 
unfair,  the  detign  is  wicked ; for  it  is  an  eodtia-  thereby  she  had  both  their  persons  ala)  tlieir 
vour  to  ip.i  the  landed  interest  in  nrmtiinernt  purses  always  at  commnnri. 
war  with  the  trading  interest  of  the  nation.;  it  : Gentlemen  ask-,  n by  do  you  complain  of  tint 

is  eudeavouring  to  destroy  that  harmony  which  1 scheme?  Mere  is  no  new  tax  to  ho  imposed- 
always  ought  to  subsist  among  the  people  of  the  i there  is  nothing  proposed  hut  only  um-w  me’ 
tame  nation,  aud  which  if  once  destroyed,  thud  of  raising  those  taxes  which’ .-are  already 
would  certainly  end  in  the  ruin  and  destruc-  due  by  .the  law : but  1 would  have  gentlemen 
tion  of  the  whole.  Dut  every  landed  gentleman  remember,  that  this  nation  has  once  already 
in  England  will  do  well  to  consider  what  value  been  more  grievously  oppressed,  by  a new 
their  lauds  would  be  of,  if  -for  the  snke  of  a method  i.f  raising  and  collecting  that  money 
email  aud  iinme.fi ate  ease  to  themselves,  they  that  was  before  due  by  law,  than  they  ever 
should  he  induced  to  oppress  aud  destroy  the  were  by  any  uew  tax  that  ever  was  laid  on 
trade  of  their  country ; and  whoever  considers  them : I have  already  mentioned  the  reign  of 
this,  will  d-.spise  nil  6uch  projects,  and  reject  Queen  Elizabeth;  let  us  but  look  a little  farther 
tliem  with  that  contempt  which  they  deserve;  back,  aud  we- shall  find  that  the  people  were 
this  is  one  reason  for  the  landed  gentlemen  not  most  terribly  hurassei),  aud  the  nation  almost 
to  accept  of  the  pretended  ease,  now  ottered  to  destroyed,  by  a grievous  method-  of  collecting 
them,  on  agreeing  to  the  Scheme  now  pro-  and  raising  that  which  was  due  by  the  laws 
posed;  but  there  is  another  strong  reason  against  then  in  being.  Entpsun  nnd  Dudley,  those 
iti  This  Mouse  of  Commons  is  mostly  com-  two  noted  ways-and-menns-men,  those  two 
posed  of  gentlemen  of  the  best  families  and  wicked  ministers,  knowing  the  avarice  of  their 
greatest  properties,  perhaps  in  the  nacion,  they  master,,  and  the  insatiable  desire  he  had  for 
lave  generally  a great  family-interest  in  the  money,  concluded  that  no  scheme  would  be 
several  counties,  cities  and  boroughs  they  re-  mere  agreeable  to  him,  than  those  which  would 
present ; if  this  Scheme  should  take  effect,  thnt  fill  his  coffers  hy  draining  the  purses  of  his  sub- 
interest  will  soon  be  destroyed  ; nnd  surely  no  jects ; and  this  tbey  did,  without  imposing  any 
man  will  agree  to  a Scheme,  which  must  inevi-  new  taxes,  they  laid  no  new  or  illegal  burdens 
taWy  destroy  die  natural  interest  the  great  on  the  people,  they  did  it  by  a severe  and 
families  have,  and  nlwnys  ought  to  have,  in  rigorous  execution  of  the  laws  that  had  before 
their  respective  counties;  and  transfer  the  been  enacted  : but  what  was  their  fate?  They 
whole  to  the  crown:  if  this  Scheme  should  had  the  misfortune  to  outlive  their  master:  but 
ooce  be  established,  the  power  and  influence  of  his  son,  as  soon  ns  he  came  to  die  throne,  took 
the  crown  will  he  so  great  in  all  parts  of  the  off  both  their  heads ; aud  in  this  he  did  justly, 
nation,  tlint  no  man  can  depend  upon  the  natu-  though  he.  did  it  against  law  : they  had  done 
ral  interest  he  has  in  his  country  for  being  a nothing  contrary  to  law;  they  had  only  put 
member  of  this  House;  he  must  in  all  future  the  laws  severely  in  execution,  and  what  they 
times  for  such  a ftivour  depend  entirely  upon  did  was  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  the 
the  crown;  and  this,  I hope,  there  is  no  gentle-  King  his  father;  yet  that  could  be  no  excuse 
man  in  this  Hnuse  would  chuse  to  submit  to.  for  uiem ; their  manner  of  executing  those  laws 
Queen  Elizabeth,  that  vyise  and  gracious  was  so  grievous  and  oppressive  upon  the  sub- 
princess,  governed  herself  by  polidcs,  quite  jects',  that  notbmg  less  than  their  lives  could  be 
different  from  those  which  seem  to  be  at  pre-  admitted  of  as  u sufficient  atonement  to  the 
sent  in  vpgue;  she  was  so  far  from  endeavour-  people;  and  certainly,  that  oppression  which 
jug  to  divide  or  throw  discord  among  her  sub-  is  committed  under  the  sanction  of  the  laws,  or 
jects.  that  she  wisely  never  gave  herself  up  to  of  the  royal  authority,  roust  always  be  deemed 
any  one  minister,  or  to  nny  one  party;  she  nl-  the  most  heinously  criminal,  and  ought  to  be 
ways  preserved  a harmony  among  all  her  sub-  the  most  severely  punished, 
jects,  and  kept  n friendly  correspondence  with  There  never  was  in  any  reign  a scheme  or 
nil  pans  and  all  parties  in  the  kingdom;  she  project  attempted,  so  much  to  l lie  dislike  and 
even  kept  up  a constant  personal  correspondence  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  in  general;  the 
with  some  of  the  principal  men  in  every- county,  whole  nation  has  already  so  openly  declared 
by  which  she  Imd  always  a thorough  knowledge  their  aversion  to  the  scheme  now  offered  to  us, 
Of  the  several  sentiments,  as  well  oscircum-  that  I am  surprized  to  see  it  insisted  on;  the 
stances,  of  all  her  subjects,  and  most  prudent-  very  proposing  of  such  a scheme  to  the  House 
ly  adapted  all  her  measures  to  what  she  found  of  Commons,  after  so  many  remonstrances 
to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  generality  of  the  na-  against  it,  I must  think  roost  audacious ; it  is 
tion  ; more  particularly  site  took  care  to  avoid  in  a manner  flying  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
•very  thing  that  appeared  to  be  disagreeable  to  people  of  England;  nnd  since  they  bnve  *1- 
ihc- people;  to  this  wise  policy  it  is  owing,  that  ready  declared  against  it,  God  forbid  tligt 
her  ruigu  makes  such  a glorious  .figure  :u  the  we  who  are  their  representatives  should  declare 
English  history  ; Co  this  it  is  owing,  that  she  for  it. 

*ei*ncd  HM#  Soi ! 
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Sir, 

As  1 was  obliged,  when  I opened  the  affair 
now  before  you,  to  lake  up  a great  deal  of 
your  time,  1 tlien  imagined  that  I should  not 
have  been  under  a necessity  of  giving;  you  any 
farther  trouble ; but  when  such  things  are 
thrown  out,  things  which  in  my  opinion  are 
quite  foreign  to  the  debate;  when  the  ancient 
histories,  not  only  of  this,  but  other  countries, 
are  ransacked  for  characters  of  wicked  minis- 
ters,. in  order  to  adapt  them  to  the  present 
times,  and  to  draw  parallels  between  them  and 
some  modern  characters,  to  which  they  bear  no 
other  resemblance  than  that  they  were  minis- 
ters, it  is  impossible  for  one  to  sit  still : of  late 
years,  I have  dealt  but  little  in  the  study  of 
history,  but  I have  a very  good  prompter  by 
me,  [meaning  tir  Philip  Folic]  and  by  liis 
menus  1 can  recollect,  tluitthe  case  of  Empsnn 
and  Dudley,  mentioned  by  the  honourable  geu- 
tlemun  who  spoke  last,  was  so  very  different 
from  any  thing  that  can  possibly  be  presumed 
from  the  scheme  now  before  us,  that  I wonder 
how  it  was  possible  to  log  them  into  the  debate: 
tlie  case  os  to  them  was,  that  they  had  by  virtue 
of  old  and  obsolete  laws,  most  unjustly  extorted 
great  sums  of  money  from  people,  who,  as  was 
pretended,  bad  become  liable  to  great  pains 
mid  penalties,  by  having  been  guilty  of  breaches 
of  those  obsolete  laws,  which  for  many  years 
before  had  gone  entirely  into  disuse.  I must 
say,  and  I hope  most  of  those  that  hear  me 
think,  that  it  is  very  unjust  and  unfair  to  draw 
any  parallel  between  the  characters  of  tlwse 
two  minister;  and  mine,  which  was,  I suppose, 
wlmt  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  do, 
when  he  brought  that  piece  of  history  into  the 
debate.  If  1 ever  endeavour  to  raise  money 
from  the  people,  or  from  any  man  whatever  by 
Oppressive  or  illegal  means,  if  my  character 
should  ever  coine  to  be  in  any  respect  like 
theirs,  I shall  deserve  their  fate  : but  while  I 
know  myself  to  be  innocent,  I shall  depend 
upon  tl.e  protection  of  the  laws  ofmy  country; 
us  loug  as  they  can  protect  me  I am  safe  ; and 
if  that  protection  should  fail,  I am  prepared  to 
submit  to  the  worst  that  can  happen.  I know 
that  my  political  and  ministerial  life  has  by 
some  gentlemen  been  long  wished  at  an  end, 
but  they  may  a9k  their  own  disappointed  hearts, 
how  vain  their  wishes  have  been  ; and  ns  for 
my  unturaUife,  I have  lived  long  enouub  to 
learn  to  be  as  easy  about  parting  witli  it,  os  any 
man  can  well  be. 

As  to  those  clamours  which  have  been  raised 
without  doors,  and  which  are  now  so  much 
insisted  on,  it  is  very  well  known  by  whom  and 
by  what  methods  they  were  raised,  and  it  is'no 
difficult  matter  to  guess  with  what  views ; but  I 
am  very  far  from  taking  them  to  be  the  sense 
of  the  nation,  or  believing  that  the  senti- 
ments of  the  generality  of  the  people  were 
thereby  expressed.  The  most  part  of  the 
people  coocerned  in  those  clamours  did  not 
speak  their  own  sentiments,  they  were  played 
by  others  like  so  many  puppets : it  was  nut 
the  pu  ppets1  VbSt  'ipote/1  it 1 1 titis 1 than  ■ betSSd': 


[1306 

the  curtain  that  played  them,  and  made  them 
speak  whatever  they  had  a mind. 

There  is  now  a most  extraordinury  concoursa 
of  people  at  our  door ; 1 hope  it  will  not  bn 
said,  that  all  those  people  came  there  of  them- 
selves naturally,  and  without  any  instigation 
from  others  ; for  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
some  very  odd  methods  were  used  to  bring  such 
multitudes  hither  ; circular  letters  were  wrote, 
and  sent  by  the  beadles,  in  the  most  public 
and  unprecedented  manner,  round  almost 
every  ward  in  the  city,  summoning  them  upon 
llieir  peril  to  comedown  this  day  to  the  House 
of  Commons  : This  I am  certain  of,  because  I 
have  now  one  of  those  letters  in  my  pocket; 
signed  by  a deputy  of  one  of  the  greatest  wards 
in  the  city  of  London,  and  sent  by  the  beadle 
to  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ward  ; and  I 
know  that  such  letters  were  sent  in  the  same 
manner  almost  to  every  liveryman  and  trades- 
man in  that  ward  : And  by  the  same  sort  of 
unwarrantable  methods  huve  the  clamours 
been  raised,  almost  in  every  oilier  part  of  the 
nation. 

Gentlemen  may  say  what  they  please  of  the 
multitudes  now  at  our  door,  and  in  all  the 
avenues  leadiilfc-lo  this. House  : they  may  call 
them  a modest  multitude  if  they  will ; but 
whatever  temper  they  were  in  when  they  came 
hither,  it  may  be  very  much  altered  now,  afier 
having  waited  so  long  at  our  door  : It  may  be 
a very  easy  matter  for  some  designing  sedi- 
tious persuD  to  raise  a tumult  and  disorder 
among  them,  and  when  tumults  nre  once  be- 
gun, no  man  knows  where  they  may  end ; he 
is  n greater  man  than  any  I know  in  the  nation, 
tligt  could. with  the  same  ease  appease  them  ; 
for  this  reason  I must  think,  that  it  was  neither 
prudent  nor  regular  to  use  any  methods  for 
bringing  sucb  multitudes  to  this  place,  unler 
any  pretence  whatever.  Gentlemen  mnv  give 
them  what  name  they  think  fit ; it  may  he  said 
that  they  came  hither  as  humble  supplicant*, 
but  I know  whom  the  law  calls  Sturdy  Begeore,* 
and  those  wlm  brought  them  hither  could  nor 
be  certain,  but  that  they  might  have  behaved 
in  the  same  manner.  Hereupon 

Sir  John  Barnard  rose  up  to  speak,  bat 
there  being  a disorder  in  the  Committee,  and 
the  question  being  loudly  called  for. 

Sir  John  Hinde  Cotton  stood  up,  nod  spoke 
thus : 

To  order.  Sir,  I hope  yon  will  call  gentlemen 
to  order ; there  is  now  a gentleman  up  to  speak  ; 
a gentleman  who  speaks  as  well  ns  any  gentle- 
man in  this  House,  and  who  deserves  attention 
as  much  as  any  gentleman  that  ever  spoke,  in 
this  House : Besides,  be  is  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  greatest  and  richest  city  in  Eu- 
rope, a city  which  is  greatly  interested  in  this 


• “ I was  informed,  on  the  respectable  autho- 
rity of  the  late  much  to  be  regretted  lord  John 
Cavendish,  that  the  minister  used  the  phrase 
sturdy  beggars,  not  as  a matter  of  reproach,  bat 
to  mark  that  the  petitioners  against  the  excise 
' wiitfe  jfcrns idtlble  pl1titl8ttefs/,,;  1 i Cbii’s  Walpole. 
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N.B.  * These  afterwards  voted  against  ihe  Bill. 

Mr.  Wiunington,  Teller. 
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debate,  ami  therefore  he  must  be  heard ; and 
I desire,  Sir,  thnt  you  will  call  to  order*  that  the 
Committee  may  shew  him  at  least  that  respect, 
which  is  due  to  every  gentleman  who  is  a mem- 
ber of  this  House. 

After  this  the  Committee  being  called  to 
order, 

Sir  John  Barnard  went  on  i 

Sir,  1 know  of  no  irregular  or  unfair  methods 
that  were  used  to  call  people  from  the  city  to 
your  door;  it  is  certain  that  any  set  of  gentle- 
men or  merchants  may  lawfully  desire  their 
friends,  they  may  even  write  letters,  and  they 
may  send  those  letters  by  whom  they  please, 
to  desire  the  merchants  of  figure  and  character 
to  come  down  to  the  court  oi  requests  and  to 
tint  lobby,  in  order  to  solicite  their  friends  and 
acquaintance  against  any  scheme  or  project, 
which  they  think  may  be  prejudicial  to  them. 

This  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  subject,  and 
what  has  been  always  practised  upon  all  occa- 
sions. The  honourable  gentleman  talks  of  ■ 

Sturdy  Beggars,  I do  not  know  what 
people  may  he  ' 
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Alston,  sir  Rowland 
Andrews,  Townshend 
Anstruther,  sir  John 
Anstruther,  col.  Ph. 
Areskine,  Charles 
Arundel,  hon.  Rich. 


Austen,  sir  Robert 
Bacon,  Waller 
Bacon,  sir  Edmund 
(of  Gillingham)  l 
Biker,  capt.  Hercules 
Bateman,  Will.  vise. 


Ashburohnm,  sir  Will.  Beauclerk,  lord  Ven 


Ashe,  Edward 


Bennet,  Thomas 


such  perspicuity  and  strength  of  argument,  that 
every  body  that  heard  him  allows  that  he  never 
made  a better  speech  in  his  life.  After  him 
, then  sir  William  Yonge, 
•.  Attorney  General*  at- 


spoke  aldertnan  Pe 
sir  Paul  Methuto, 

derman  Barnard,  Mr.  Winnington,  Mr.  Henry 
of  | Pelham,  Mr.  Sbippen,  sir  Joseph  Jeky  11,  Mr. 
door,  because  I have  Hetithcote,  Mr.  Solicitor-General,  Mr.  Pulte- 
. .'lately  been  out  of  the  House;  but  I be-  j ney,  sir  William  Wyndham,  and  then  sir  Ro- 
lieve  they  are  the  same  sort  of  people  that  were  bert  Walpole,  closed  the  debate;  and  about 
there  when  I came  last  into  the  House,  and  , half  an  hour  past  midnight  the  question  «as 
then  I cau  assure  you  that  I saw  none,  but,  put,  and  carried  by  865  against  204;  the 


such  as  deserve  the  name  of  sturdy  beggars 
little  as  the  honnurable  gentleman  himself,  or 
any  gentleman  whatever.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  city  of  London  was  sufficiently  apprised 
of  what  we  were  this  day  to  be  about ; where 
they  got  their  information  I Jo  not  know,  hut  1 
nm  very  certain  that  they  had  a fight  notion  of 
the  scheme  which  has  been  now  opened  to  us  ; 
nnd  they  were  so  generally  and  zealously  bent 
against  it,  that  whatever  methods  may  have 
been  used  to  call  them  hither,  I am  sure  it 
would  have  beea  impossible  to  have  found  any 
legal  methods  to  have  prevented  their  coming 
hither. 

Then  after  some  farther  debate,  the  question 
being  put  upon  the  motion  marie  by  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by 
266  voices  against  205.* 


• “ The  debate  was  protracted  till  two 
o’clock  in  tbe  morning,  an  hour  at  that  time 
considered  extremely  late.  The  people  with- 
out were  so  exasperated,  that  as  sir  Robert 
passed  towards  his  carriage,  some  of  them 
caught  him  by  the  cloak,  and  would  probably 
have  cbmmitted  some  violent  outrage  on  lus 
person,  if  his  son,  Edward  Walpole,  mid  gene- 
ral’ Churchill  had  not  interfered.” — Coxc’s 
Walpole. 

“ Whitehall,  March  15th,  1759-3.  It  is 
with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I am  now  going 
to  give  your  excellency  an  account  of  the  suc- 
cess of  yesterday’s  debate,  which  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  most  important  that  has  happened 
since  the  Revolution.  It  was  opened  about  a 
quarter  before  one,  by  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
who  spoke  two  hours  and  a quarter,  explaining 
and  shewifepne  daVsKnCsgfes  1 sclrfkiie  WEeH 


fullest  House  that  has  been  known  this  long 
time;  to  these  must  be  added  the  two  tellers, 
and  there  are  besides  11  members  in  town  that 
were  prevented  by  sickness,  nnd  one,  viz.  sir 
Robert  Furnese,  died  yesterday  : so  that  yuur 
excellency  sees  this  matter  was  well  attended. 
Indeed  I look  upon  it  to  have  been  the  sheet 
anchor  of  the  disaffected ; and  by  a parricular 
circumstance  that  hnppeued  without  doors,  it 
looks  as  if  nothing  can  hardly  eqnat  the  rage  of 
the  disappointed  cabal. 

“ The  debate  was  carried  only  by  those  who 
spoke  for  the  quesiion,  with  all  tbe  temper  and 
dignity  ibnt  was  ever  known  upon  such  an  oc- 
casion. Those  whose  speeches  were  most  ad- 
mired were  sir  Robert,  who  possest  himself, 
and  was  in  as  high  spirit  at  tbe  -hitter  endiof 
the  day  as  when  he  first  set  out ; the  attorney 
and  the  solicitor-general,  and  sir  Joseph  Je- 
kyll ; which  last,  though  most  firmly  ’attached 
tp  the  royal  family  and  to  the  constitution,  y« 
from  a particular  turn  of  his  own,  seldom  votes 
with  the  King’s  servants.  Two  oilier  gentle- 
men have  been  homed  to  me  who  went  to  the 
House  determined  to  vote  against  the  quesiion, 
yet  voted  for  it  upon  conviction ; their  piiodi- 
ples  and  the  company  they  keep  being  such 
that  this  was  not  in  the  least  expected.  As 
for  sir  Joseph,  he  solemnly  protested  that  he 
came  undetermined,  but  perfectly  tree  and  reJ 
solved  to  take  that  part  which  upon  the  debate 
should  appear  to  him  the  most  just  and  rea- 
sonable ; and  that  having  heard  the  strongest 
arguments  on  one  side,  and  none  on  the  other 
but  what  were  trifling  and  evasive,  of  ah  wlncb 
on  both  sides  he  made  a very  handsome  and 
fair  recapitulation,  he  was  for  the  question. 

“ I must  own  that,  though  I did  not  doubt 
tint:  ilic'ifiir.g  wd ultf 1 be  ciWieti /'  Jet  the 
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Berkeley,  hen  Henry  Burchct,  Josiali 

Bladen,  Thomas  Burton,  William 

Bladen,  col. 'Martin'  Rutler,  Jamci 

Bond,  . John  Bjng,  hon.  Robert 

Brndslmigh.sir  Roger  Campbell,  John 

Bridgman,  sir  Orlhndo  Campbell,  John,  jun. 
Bristow,  Robert  Campbell,  Daniel 

Britiffe,. "Robert  Campbell,  James 

Brodie,  Alexander  Campbell,  sir  James 

Bromley,  Henry'  Campbell,  Peter 

Brooksbsuk,  Stump  Carey,  Walter 

Brudenel,  bon.  James  Carre,  Willituu 

rity  was  greater  than  I expected,  considering 
the  artifices  that  had  been  used  to  inflame  the 
corporations,  and  engage  a majority  in  several 
of  them  to  write  to  their  members  to  oppose 
the  scheme,  which  could  not  but  have  on  influ- 
ence upon  many  of  them  with  regard  to  their 
future  elections,  which  are  not  very  distant. 
Besides  the  abolishing  of  frauds,  perjury,  &c. 
which  have  been  too  much  practised  in  the 
customs,  and  other  considerations  with  respect 
to  the  duty  itself,  (for  tobacco  only  was  the 
subject,  »me  being  reserved  for  another  de- 
bate after  Easter,)  your  excellency  will  easily 
see  the  happy  effects  of  this  event.  Among 
others,  it  will  shew  the  malecontents,  that  nei- 
ther the  ministry  nor  the  parliament  are  to  be 
intimidated  by  popular  clamour  from  doing 
what  is  for  the  King  and  country's  service 
And  then  it  will  give  room  for  taking  ufl"  the 
Innd  tax  intirely,  which  will  be  a fund  of  two 
millions,  and  much  more  if  it  could  be  equally 
laid,  ready  for  any  emergency ; and  which  tax 
will  in  such  case  be  more  cheerfully  paid  by 
the  landed  men,  when  they  see  that  they  are 
not  to  be  eternally  loaded  with  it;  but  that  it 
is  laid  upon  them  (if  the  misfortunes  of  the 
time  should  require  it)  out  of  mere  necessity, 
and  to  be  taken  off  again  when  that  necessity  ! 
ceases.  Your  excellency  will  forgive  my  in- 
dulging the  satisfaction  arising  from  these  com- 
fortable reflections,  by  mentioning  what  you, 
from  your  own  observations,  will  feel  much 
better  than  I can  pretend  to  explain  it.  I 
come  now  to  obey  my  lord  duke  of  Newcastle's  i 
commauds,  by  making  his  excuses  for  not  nn-  ' 
swering  your  last  letters,  which  he  will  do  very 

“ I must  add  a word  about  the  multitude 
that  crowded  the  Court  of  Requests,  West- 
minster-hail,  and  the  other  places  and  passages 
adjoining  to  the  House  of  Commons.  It  could 
not  well  be  otherwise,  where  two  snch  numer- 
ous trades  as  the  tobacconists  of  all  ranks  Were, 
and  the  vintners  of  all  denominations  appre- 
hended themselves  to  be  concerned ; but  there 
happened  nothing  like  a tumult  j and  the  pre- 
caution that  had  been  taken  as  usual  on  like 
occasions,  to  have  justices  of  peace  and  con- 
stnbles  ready  in  the  neighbourhood,  proved 
quite  unnecessary.  As  to  the  dissatisfied  vint- 
ners and  shopkeepers  in  country  corporations, 
if  any  should  canunne  so,  their  neighbours  that  i 
have' estate^ 

will  be  eased  of  the  land-tax,  and  being  pleased  j 


Carnarvon,  marq.  of  Fmcb,  lion.  Henry 

• Cavendish,  lord  C.  Fitzroy,  Charles 
' Cavendish,  lord  Jas.  Fitzwillram,  vise. 
Chamberiayne,  Geo.  Forbes,  Duncan 
Cholmondeley,  lion  J.  Fortescue,  William 
Churchill,  brig.  Chas.  Fox,  Stephen 

* Clerke,  sir  Thomas  Frankland,  sir  Thomas 
Clayton,  sir  William  Gage,  sir  William 
Clayton,  William  Gallway,  vise; 

Clifton,  sir  Robert  Gibson,  Thomas 
Clutterback,  Thomas  Glenorchy,  vise. 
Cockburne,  John  Gough',  sir  Henry 
Conduit,  John  Gould,  Nathaniel 

Cope,  sir  John  Gould,  John 

Cope,  col.  John  Grant,  sir  James 

Copeiston,  Thomas  Gregory,  George 
Corbet,  William  Griffith,  capt.  John 

Cornwallis,  hou.  Step.  Grimston,  Will,  vise, 
Cornwallis,  hou.  John  Hales,  sir  Thomas 
Cotton, sirR.Salisbury  Hales,  Thomas 
Cracherode,  Anthony  Hamilton,  Alexander  ‘ 
Croft,  sir  Arclier  Hamilton,  lord  Arch. 
Crosse,  John  Hamilton,  John 

Crowle,  George  Handasyd,  Roger 

Cunningham,  Henry  Uarbnrd,  Harbord 
Danvers,  Joseph  Harris,  John 

Darcy,  sir  Conyers  Harrison,  George 
Docminiqne,  Paul  Heatbcote,  sir  John 
Doddington,  George  Hedges,  John 
Douglas,  capt.  Kobe.  Henley,  Henry  Holt 
Downing,  sir  George  Herbert,  Henry  Arthur 
Drummond,  John  Herbert,  hon.  R.  S. 
Duckett,  col.  William  Hervey,  lord 
Dunbar,  Patrick  Hinxman,  Joseph 

Duncombe,  Anthony  Houghton,  sir  Henry 
Edgcnmbe,  Richard  Hope,  Thomas 
Edward,  Samuel  Hoste,  James 
Eliot,  Richard  Hotbam,  sir  Charles 

Erie,  Giles  Howard,  col.  Cbarlea 

Erie,  Will.  Rawlinson  Ilowartb,  sir  Humph. 
Erskiue,  capt.  Thunins  Hucks,  William 
Evans,  capt.  Richard  Hucks,  Robert 
Evelyn,  John  Huxley,  George 

Eversfield,  Charles  Jekyll,  sir  Joseph 
Eyles,  capt.  Francis  Jennings,  sir  John 
Fane,  hon.  John  Ingoldesby,  Thomas 

Fane,  Francis  Ingram,  hon.  Henry 

Farrington,  Thomas  Jewks,  John 

with  it,  will  be  able  to  bring  their  tradesmea 

“ I omitted  doing  justice  to  sir  William 
Wyndham,  who  made  the  most  of  a bad  argu- 
ment, and  spoke  extremely  well.  Perry’B 
Speech  was  next.  The  rest  of  that  side  were 
not  applauded  ; nor  did  they  speak  so  well  as 
some  of  them  have  talked  upon  other  occa- 
sions."— De  la  Faye  to  the  Earl  of  Walde- 
grnve : Coxe’s  Walpole. 

“ His  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales 
was  present  at  tbe  debates  in  the  House  of 
Commons ; as  was  likewise  a great  number  of 
the  nobility  and  foreign  ministers  : There  was 
likewise  the  greatest  concourse  of  people  in 
Westminster-hall,  tbe  Court  of  Requests,  tha 

years."—- London  Magazine. 
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Kelsol,  Henry  P owlet,  Norton, jun. 

Knight,  John  Fowlet,  C.  Arninnd 

Kuollya,  Henry  Price,  Uvedale 

Lane,  sir  Richard  Pulteney,  col.  Henry 

Laroche,  John  Purvice,  capt.  George 

Leathes,  Carteret  Ramsden,  John 

Lebeup,  Isaac  Reade,  sir  Thomas 

Lewis,  Thomas,  (of  Reade,  col.  George 

Soberton)  Rich,  sir  Robert 

Lewis,  Thomas,  (of  Ryder,  Dudley 

Radnor)  Roberts,  Gabriel 

Liddel,  George  Robinsnu,  sir  Thomas 

Lisburne,  vise.  Rutherford,  James 

Lloyd,  Richard  St.  Quintin,  M.  Cbitty 

Lloyd,  capt.  Philip  Saunders,  sir  George 

Lockyer,  Cbas.  Scrope,  lion.  John 

Longueville,  Chas.  Scot,  James 

Lowtlier,  sir  Will.  Selwyn,  John 

Lowther,hon.Anthony  Shannon,  vise. 

Lumley,  hon.  John  Schaw,  sir  John 

Lyttelton,  sir  Thomas  Shelley,  sir  John 

Malpns,  vise.  Sinclair,  col.  James 

Manners,  lord  Will.  Sloper,  William 

Martin,  Thomas  Smelt,  Leonard 

Medlycott,  Thomas  Speke,  George 

Meredith,  sir  Roger  Sianbope,  Charles 

Micklethwait,  vise.  Stuart,  William 

Middleton,  col.  John  Sutherland,  William 

Mill,  sir  Richard  Sutton,  gen.  Richard 

Monro,  sir  Robert  Talbot,  Charles 

Mouro,  John  Thompson,  William 

Moasou,  George  Thompson,  Richard 

Montagu,  bon.  col.  E.  Thornhill,  sir  James 

Mordaunt,  col.  John  Tilson,  Christopher 

Moore,  Robert  Towers,  Christopher 

Morgan,  Thomas  Towers,  Thomas 

Morton, hon. M.Ducie  Townshend.  hon.  Ilor. 
Murray,  John  Townshend , hon.  Tho. 

Nasmith,  sir  Janies  Treby,  George 

Neal,  John  Trenchard,  George 

Nicoll,  sir  C.  Gounter  Tuffnel,  Samuel 

Norton,  Thomas  Turner,  sir  Charles 

Offley,  Crew  Tylnev,  earl  of 

Onslow,  Arthur,  * Tyrcoouel,  vise. 

(Speaker)  Tyrrel,  col.  James 

Onslow,  col.  Richard  Vincent,  Henry 

Orlebar,  John  Wade,  geu.  George 

Owen,  William  Wager,  sir  Charles 

O-venden,  sir  George  Walker,  Thomas 

Papillon,  David  Walpole,  sir  Robert 

Parsons,  Henry  Walpole,  Horatio 

Pearse,  Thomas  Walpole,  Edward 

Peirse,  Henry  Walter,  Peter 

Pelham,  hon.  Henry  Wardour,  William 

Pelham,  Thomas,  Wentworth,  sir  Will. 

(Lewes)  White,  John 

Pelham,  Thomas,  Whitworth,  Francis 

(Stanmore)  Wilies,  John 

Pelham,  James  Williams,  sir  Nicholas 

Pelham,  Thomas, jun.  William,  Hugh 

Perceval,  vise.  Wills,  sir  Charles 

Piers,  col.  William  Wyndbam,  Thomas 

Pitt,  Thomas  Wollaston,  William 

Pitt,  col  John  Wynn,  Thomas 
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Powlelt,  William'  nave  cli#tYo*k^tfofcBnvoi'«ily  nr 
Powlet,  Norton,  leu. 
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Chqtwynd,  John  Kemp,  Robert 

Child,  sir  Francis  Keyt,  sir  William 

' Childe,  Will.  Lacon  Lawson,  Gilfrid 

Cholmondeley,  Clias.  Lawson,  sir  Wilfrid 

Clarke,  Godfrey  Lee,  sir  Thomas 
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“ and  applied:  to  ’tlfesame  uses  and  purposes, a$ 
“ tfie  former  duties  upon  tobacco,  to  be  deter* 
“ mined;  weVe  appropriated  and  applied. 

4.  “ That  alVmies,  penalties,  forfiitures  and 
“eeiimres,  to  amebyche  said  duties,'  be  applied 
“ to  the  use  of  the  public,  except  so  much 
“ thereof  as  should  be  allowed  totbe  inforrtiets 
“ or  prosecutors.’*  • 

March  19.  Sir  Charles  Turner  reported  the 
above  Resolutions  to  the  House ; and  a mo- 
tion being  made  for  agreeing  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  the  first  Resolution, 

Sir  John  Barnard  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir:—' Though  the  Resolutions  which  have 
been  now  read  ti>  U3,pvere  agreed  to  by  a majo- 
rity of  those  pfesentm  the  Committee,  yet  I 
can  make  no  manner'  of  doubt,  but  that  now, 
after  gentlemen  have  had  time  to  consider  that 
affair  seriously  there  will  be  many  of  a different 
opinion  from’ wlvit  they  were  of  in  the  Commit- 
tee; for  my  own  part,  I must  say  that  the  more  I 
consider  that  scheme  on  which  these  resolutions 
are  founded,  the  more  objections  I find  to  it, 
and  the  less  I find  ill  those  arguments  which 
were  offered  in  support  of  it.  One  ofthe  chief 
ends  proposed  by  this  scheme  is,  the  preventing 
of  those  frauds  which  have  formerly  been  com- 
mitted in  the  Tobacco- trade  ; but,  if  we  par- 
ticularly examine  those  frauds  we  shall  find, 
that  every  one  of  them  may  either  be  prevented 
by  the  laws  already  in  being,  or  they  are  such 
Roile,  Henry'  Warren,  Borlnce  as  cannot  be  effectually  prevented  by  any  thing 

Itown'ey,  Thomas  Williams,  sir  John  in  the  scheme  proposed. 

Rusliour,  sir  John  Willoughby,  lion.  Tho.  The  fraud  which  has  been  committed  upon 
Sambrouke,  John  Winlhrd,  Thomas  the  weighing  of  the  Tobacco  at  the  Custom- 

Sambroke,  sir  Jer.  V.  Wortlev-Montagu,  E.  House,  and  likewise  that  of  exporting  one  sort 

St.  Aubin,  sir  John  Wrighte,  George  of  tobacco  fur  another,  is  nltogether  o whig,  as 

St.  John,  hon.  John  Wyndham,  Thomas  has  been  already  observed,  tom  neglect  of  duty 

Saunderson,  sirT.  L.  Wyndham,  sir  Will.  in  theofiicert,  and  not  to  any  defect  in  the  laws; 

Scawdn,  Thomas  Wynn,  Watkin  Will,  and  ns  to  the  frauds  of  running  or  re-lunriing 

tobacco,  after  it  has  been  entered  for  export*. 
After  this,  three  other  motions  were  agreed  tion  and  has  received  the  draw-backs,  which  aro 
to,  without  any  division  ; which,  with  the  first  those  by  which  the  public  has  and  nlways  will 
Resolution,  are  ns  follows.  1.  “ That  it  is  the  suffer  most,  there  is  nothing  in  the  scheme  that 
“ opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Subsidy  can  any  way  contribute  to  the  preventing  them; 
“and  additional  Duty  upon  tobacco  of  the  for  it  is  not  the  manner  of  collecting  of  duties, 
“ British  Plantations,  granted  by  an  act  of  the  but  the  amount  ofthe  duties,  which  occasions 
“ 12th  of  king  Charles  It.  and  die  imposts  there-  smuggling  and  running  in  all  'countries,  and  in 
“ on  granted  by  an  act  of  the  first  of  king  James  all  branches  of  trade  j'and  since  the  duties  onto- 
“ II,  and  nlso  the  one  third  Subsidy  thereon,  bacco  are  by  this  scheme  to  be  as  high,  or  very 
“granted  by  an  net  ofthe  2d  of  queen  Anne  near  as  liigli,  as  thCywcre  before,  we  mnyex- 
“ amounting  in  the  whole  to  5 Jd.  per  pound,  for  poet  there  will  be  as  much  smuggling  as  there 
“ several  terms  of  years  in  the  said  respective  was  formerly;  where  die  temptation  is  great, 
“ acts  mentioned,  and  which  have  since  been  the  number  of  the  tempted  will  increase  in  pro- 
“ continued  and  made  perpetual,  subject  to  re-  portion,  let  the  danger  they  run  be  never  so 
“ demption  hy  Parliament,  shall  from  and  after  great. 

“ the  24th  day  of  June  1733,  cease  and  deter-  As  for  the  warehouses  proposed,  if  there  be 
“ mine.  _ any  thing  in  that  part  of  the  scheme,  which 

2,  “ That  in  lieu  of  the  said  Duties  so  to  be  may  be  of  use  against  smuggling  it,  is  not  to  this 
“ determined,  there  should  be  granted  to  his  scheme,  that  the  proposition  owes  its  birth ; it 
“ Majesty  dp  inland  tfuty  of  4 d.  per  pound  upon  is  what  the  merchants  diemselres  have  long  ago 
' “ all  tobacco  imported  trom  the  British  planta-  desired  ; and  for  that . purpose  I drew  up  some 
“ tions,  to  be  paid  before  the  taking  the  same  time  ago  a clause  to  have  been  offered  to  this 
“ Out  of  the  warehouse.  House,  which  I shewed  to  the  honourable  gen- 
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“and  levied  upon  looaccO,  be  aperopnated  would  hare  been  pushed.  Out  there  arose  some 

Vol.  vw.  4 P 
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disputes  and  differences  among  the  merchants 
themselves,  which  occasioned  its  being  defer- 
red : that  part  of  the  scheme  therefore  I shall 
hud  no  fault.witb,  I believe  no  merchant  will, 
but  then  we  would  have  it  without  the  laws  of 
excise  ; for  tbiB  reason  the  honourable  gentle- 
man cries  out  against  the  merchants  as  a very 
unreasonable  set  of  men ; he  says,  that  they 
formerly  desired  to  have  warehouses,  and  yet 
now  they  refuse  to  accept  of  them.  But  do 
not  gentleman  see  where  the  difference  lies  ? 
The  Merchants  desire  to  have  warehouses  with- 
out an  excise,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  not,  it  seems,  favour  us  with  the  one  with- 
out loading  us  with  the  other. 

As  to  what  the  Civil  List  may  get  by  this 
scheme,  it  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  effect 
the  scheme  may  have  in  relation  to  the  pre- 
venting of  frauds ; but  it  is  certain,  that  if  the 
public  revenue  get  any  thing  by  the  scheme, 
the  Civil  List  will  get  in  proportion,  or  rather 
more  ; for,  by  what  is  now  proposed,  that  part 
of  the  duty,  which  goes  towards  the  Civil  List, 
is  still  to  be  payable  upon  importation  at  tbe 
custom-house,  and  to  be  drawn  back  on  expor- 
tation, as  before  : Now  it  is  manifest,  that  this 
will  be  a great  advantage  to  the  Civil  List,  and 
often  a great  inconvenience  to  the  merchant; 
for  once  in  every  six  weecks  that  money  will  be 
carried  to  the  Exchequer,  and  when  once  it  is 
lodged  there,  I believe  it  will  there  remain ; 
it  will  never  he  sent  back  to  the  custom-house 
to  answer  any  occasion  there  may  be  for  it 
at  that  place ; so  that  when  the  merchnnt 
comes  to  export  a quantity  of  tobacco,  and  to 
call  for  bis  drawback,  if  the  Commissioners 
have  noDe  of  that  Civil  List  money  in  tbeir 
hands,  they  cauaot  apply  the  produce  of  auy 
other  branch  of  the  public  revenue  to  that  use, 
and  therefore  the  merchant  must  wait  for  his 
drawback  until  some  new  tobacco  be  imported; 
by  which  means  the  crown  may  often  have  the 
use  of  that  money,  which  should  have  been 
applied  to  the  payment  of  tbe  merchant,  per- 
haps for  near  a twelvemonth  at  a time ; and 
the  laying  out  of  that  money  for  so  long  a time, 
may  often  happen  to  be  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence to  the  merchant’s  credit. 

The  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  making 
London  a free  port,  I wish  with  all  my  heart  ho 
would  do  so ; it  is  certainly  what  every  mer- 
chant wishes  to  sec  done,  and  what  would 
greatly  contribute  to  the  iucrease  and  encou- 
ragement of  the  trade  of  this  nation;  but  how 
such  a pretence  can  be  set  up  in  favour  of  the 
scheme  now  before  us,  I cannot  comprehend, 
for  I can  see  nothing  in  the  scheme  that  has  the 
least  tendency  towards  producing  an  effect  so 
much  to  be  wished  for : on  the  contrary,  it  ap- 
pears evident  to  me,  that  by  this  scheme,  the  port 
o f London,  and  all  the  other  ports  of  the  kingdom, 
will  be  so  far  from  being  made  free,  that  at  every- 
one of  them  the  merchant  will  be  subjected  to 
more  trouble  and  expence,  both  upon  importa- 
tion and  exportation  thnn  ever  he  was  before. 
It  is  true  that  upon  the  importation  of  tobncco, 
the  merchant  Lwns-  formqrljr obliged  io  ipay  dwrnr 
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the  whole  duties,  or  give  his  bond  with  sufhei- 
cut  sureties  for  them ; but  this  was  never  any 
hardship  upon  the  merchant,  because,  if  be  had 
ready  money,  be  advanced  it  for  the  prompt 
payment  of  the  duties,  and  he  had  an  allow- 
ance for  so  doing  ; which  was  but  a reasonable 
allowance,  considering  bow  long  he  was  some- 
times obliged  to  keep  his  tobacco  on  his  hands, 
before  he  met  with  a market  either  for  home! 
consumption  or  exportation,  and  how  many 
months  credit  he  was  often  after  that  obliged  to 
give  to  the  buyer ; and  if  lie  had  not  ready 
money  at  command,  he  could  formerly  give  hi 
bond  for  die  whole  duties  with  two  sutficieut 
sureties,  which  a man  of  tolerable  credit  could 
always  easily  find  ; whereas  by  this  scheme,  it 
seems,  every  merchant-importer  of  tobacco 
must  pny  some  part  of  the  duties  at  the  entry, 
let  him  make  what  shift  he  will  for  the  money, 
which  to  a poor  man  is  a new  hardship  ; and 
to  a rich  man  the  payment  of  that  part  of  the 
duties  in  ready  money,  is  a greater  hardship 
than  the  payment  of  the  whole,  considering 
that  ha  has  no  allowance  for  prompt  payment, 
as  to  that  part  of  the  duties  which  ne  is  obliged 
to  pay  in  ready  money. 

1 am  surprised  to  hear  any  gentleman  say, 
that  brewers  make  no  complaints  on  account 
of  their  being  subjected  to  the  laws  of  excise; 
I do  not  know  what  sorter  brewers  those  gen- 
tlemen may  converse  with,  but  I never  con- 
versed witli  any  who  did  not  complain  of 
it  as  a very  great  grievance,  nor  did  I ever  meet 
with  any  one  who  could  not  give  very  sub- 
stantial reasons  for  their  complnints.  There 
are  many  particular  ways  by  which  the  officers 
of  excise  may  be  troublesome  and  vexatious  to 
the  brewer ; but  there  is  one  which  isgenerally 
practised  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  that  is, 
that  those  officers  not  only  gauge  and  take  an 
account  of  their  liquors,  but  likewise  oblige 
the  brewers  to  shew  them  their  books  as  often 
as  [hey  have  a mind  ; by  which  means  they 
not  only  pry  into  all  the  secrets  Bud  mysteries 
of  their  trade,  but  likewise  into  their  circum- 
stances and  fortunes.  Can  any  gentlemnn  look 
upon  this  ns  no  grievance?  Is  it  not  a hardship 
upon  any  man  to  have  the  secrets  and  myste- 
ries of  his  trade  exposed  to  every  little  fellow, 
whom  the  commissioners  of  excise  shall  please 
to  put  in  authority  over  him  ? But  is  it  not  still 
a greater  hardship,  for  a man  to  be  obliged  to 
discover  his  circumstances,  to  one  who  is  an 
utter  strauger  to  him,  perhaps  to  oue  who  is 
his  most  implacable  enemy  ? 

The  honourable  gentleman,  I find,  values 
himself  much  upon  the  small  increase  of  ex- 
cise-officers that  is  to  be  made  by  his  scheme; 
but  then  he  seems  to  forget  the  warehouse- 
keepers;' they,  as  well  as  the  other  officers  of 
excise,  are  all  to  be  named  by  the  crown,  and 
pmd  by  the  public,  consequently  they  are  cer- 
tainly to  be  called  officers  of  the  revenue : They 
will  be  as  expensive  to  the  public,  and  as  great 
slaves  to  the  administration,  as  any  other  sor$ 
of  officers  whatever.  As  there  are  to  be  “ 
-gim  at  ri<|W»bOro£iobarw>- warehouses  in  Britain,. 
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there  must  be  a great  number  of  them  em- 
ployed to  attend  those  warehouses  as  often  as 
there  shall  be  occasion  for  them,  otherwise  it 
will  be  impossible  for  the  merchant  to  manage 
or  dispose  of  the  goods  he  has  there  lodged ; 
from  whence  1 must  conclude,  that  the  number 
of  those  wurebouse-keeuers  will  be  much  more 
than  double  the  number  of  the  other  new 
officers  to  be  added  by  this  Scheme. 

Gentlemen  seem  to  make  light  of  the  trouble 
that  merchants  will  be  put  to  by  those  ware- 
house-keepers ; they  think  it  will  be  no  incon- 
venience to  the  merchant  to  be  debarred  all 
access  to  his  goods,  but  at  those  hours  when 
the  warehouse-keeper  is  to  be  obliged  to  at- 
tend him.  Those,  who  argue  at  this  rate, 
seem  to  know  but  little  of  the  various  acci- 
dents that  happen  in  trade ; but  this  is  not  the 
only  inconvenience  that  even  the  merchant  is 
to  be  exposed  to  by  this  Scheme;  he  must,  for 
every  quantity  of  tobacco  he  sells,  make  a 
journey,  or  send  a messenger  to  the  permit- 
office  for  a permit,  which  must  necessarily  put 
him  to  a great  deal  of  trouble  and  expence ; 
and  therefore,  that  the  merchant  may  be  as 
much  eased  as  possible,  I hope  that,  ns  soon 
as  those  public  warehouses  are  all  appointed, 
there  will  be  two  little  lodges  like  centry-boxes, 
built  somewhere  adjoining  to  each  warehouse, 
one  for  the  warehouse-keeper,  and  the  other 
for  the  officer  who  is  to  grant  the  permits. 

It  has  been  said,  that  liberty  has  nothing  to 
do  in  the  question  now  before  us ; but,  in  my 
opinion,  if  it  is  not  deeply  concerned  in  this 
question,  it  never  can  be  concerned  in  any 
question  that  can  come  before  this  House : Is 
not  every  man's  house  looked  on  as  his  asylum? 
Is  then  the  giving  a power  to  nny  little  paltry 
exciseman  to  enter  people’s  houses  at  all  limes 
of  the  day  and  night,  no  encroachment  upon 
the  liberty  of  those  people  ? If  it  is  not  an  en- 
croachment upon  a man’s  liberty,  it  certainly 
is  a very  direct  one  upon  bis  property,  and  of 
consequence  it  will  he  found  to  be  an  en- 
croachment upon  his  liberty ; for  can  any 
man  be  said  to  be  free,  who  must  submit  to, 
and  be  the  humble  slave  of  his  exciseman, 
otherwise  he  must  expect  no  quiet  or  comfort 
within  his  own  dwelling  house : the  most 
blameless  conduct  cannot  secure  him  against 
vexation ; and  no  man  can  be  said  to  be  free, 
who  cannot  depend  upon  his  innocence  for  his 
protection : an  officer  invested  with  such 
power,  may  fall  upon  twenty  ways  to  teaze 
and  vex  the  most  innocent  man  upon  earth  : I 
know,  that  one  of  my  acquaintance,  who  has 
the  misfortune  to  be  subject  to  the  laws  of 
excise  already  in  being,  was  for  a considerable 
time  together,  regularly  visited  by  bis  excise- 
man at  the  hour  the  family  went  to  dinner ; and 
if  they  had  but  civilly  n<ked  the  gentleman  to 
call  at  any  other  time,  his  immediate  answer 
was,  ‘ No  Sir,  I am  in  a hurry,  I have  a great 

* deal  of  other  lusinessto  attend  besides  yours; 

* I must  immediately  visit  such  a place;  if  you 
‘ will  not  allow  me  me,  I must  go,  and  I know 
4 what  to  do/!  Byte  «H16  Mhsst-iiitif  the  w hole’ 
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family  was  disturbed  and  one  of  them  was 
always  obliged  to  get  up  from  dinner,  in  order 
to  go  and  let  him  visit  such  places  in  the  house 
as  he  bad  a mind. 

These  are  tbe  fellows  who,  by  this  fine 
scheme,  are  to  be  put  into  every  man’s  house 
that  is  a dealer  iu  either  of  the  two  commodities 
of  to  baccoor  wine  : these  are  the  Lord  Danes, 
who  are  to  be  by  law  appointed  to  lord  it  over 
every  such  dealer  and  his  whole  family  s we 
know  what  was  the  fate  of  the  Lord  Danes  we 
had  formerly  in  England,  and  I shall  be  very 
little  surprized  if  these  new  ones  meet  with  the 
same  fate.  In  short,  gentlemen  may  dress  up 
this  scheme  in  what  shape  they  please  ; but  to 
one  who  considers  it  coolly  and  impartially  as  I 
have  done,  it  must  appear  in  its  true  colours. 

I am  convinced  that  it  will  produce  nothing  but 
the  most  mischievous  consequences,  not  only  to 
those  who  are  to  be  immediately  affected  by  it, 
but  likewise  to  tbe  liberties  aud  properties  of 
the  nation  in  general ; and  therefore  I am  en- 
tirely against  agreeing  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  spoke  next  for  agreeing 
with  the  Committee;  Mr.  13  rams  ton  against 
it;  lordllervey  for  it;  then, 

Sir  Thomut  Robinson  stood  up  and  spoke  as 
follows : 

Sir  : — As  I had  not  an  opportunity  in  the 
Committee  of  giving  my  opiniou  in  lliis  ques- 
tion, 1 hope  I shall  be  indulged  the  liberty  of 
doing  it  now,  since  1 find  the  whole  is  to  he 
convas>ed  over  again.  I will  take  up  as  little 
of  your  time  as  possible,  in  making  a few  ob- 
servations on  the  scheme  itself  as  it  now  ap- 
pears to  us,  und  on  what  has  fell  from  some 
gentlemen  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 

I cannot  help  expressing  my  surprize,  to  hear 
so  ofteu  repeated  the  cruel  usage  the  English 
merchants  have  met  with  of  late : for  God’s 
sake,  let  all  that  has  been  said  in  this  House, 
during  the.  time  this  affair  has  been  upon  the  . 
anvil,  be  fairly  and  impartially  canvassed,  and 
it  will  come  out  to  be  against  the  unfair  deal- 
ers in  wine  and  tobacco,  and  against  them 
only  ; why  should  gentlemen  therefore  apply 
it  to  merchants  in  general  ? Give  me  leave  to 
say,  whoever  makes  such  application,  it  is  they 
who  pin  the  question  upon  the  whole  body  of 
merchants,  and  not  those  gentlemen  who  think 
the  method  proposed  of  collecting  this  revenue, 
will  secure  to  the  public  what  they  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to.  All  that  has  been  said  on 
this  head,  and  what  we  are  bow  endeavouring  to 
do  by  this  bill,  is  calculated  to  affect  those  men 
only,  whose  artifices  and  cunning  have  hitherto 
evaded  the  customs,  against  whom  no  less  cau- 
tion can  secure  that  duty  to  the  public  purse, 
which  every  consumer  of  tbia  commodity  has 
an  indisputable  right  to  have  fairly  collected. 

Surely  no  gentleman,  who  appears  for  this 
scheme,  would  for  his  own  sake  protect  or 
countenance  it,  if  he  imagined  the  success  of 
it  would  either  affect  oor  trade,  or  tbe  body  of 
tfie,Efi^likfi:ffietthaiitslTttifftt:cii^teliy'concerced 


1319]  PARL.  HISTORY,  6 George  IL  1733. — Debate  on  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  [I350 


in  the  exportation  of  onr  manufactures,  or  by 
way  of  return  for  them  in  the  importation  of 
foreign  productions  useful  and  necessary  to  us; 
for  it  is  to  our  trade,  and  to  our  merchants,  that 
the  real  causes  of  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of 
this  nation  nre  principally  to  he  ascribed  : But 
this  scheme  is  not  intended  to  affect,  nor  will,  I 
think,  in  any  shape  reach  these  men,  which 
when  they  coine  impartially  to  consider,  they 
must  be  sensible  of;  and  then  they  will  be  able 
to  judge,  whether  they  have  been  alarmed  at 
the  approach  of  real,  or  only  at  the  noise  of 
imaginary  dangers. 

I am  very  sorry  to  hear  so  often  urged,  that 
these  restrictions  proposed  only  for  the  prevent- 
ing of  frauds  will  be  a discouragement  to  trade 
in  general ; for  the  natural  conclusion  from 
tbeuce  would  seem  to  be,  that  fronds  and  trade 
were  inseparable:  as  the  very 'foundation  of 
this  scheme,  appears  to  me  to  be  intended  for 
the  improvement  of  the  public  revenue  by  the 
discouragement  of  frauds  ; when  it  is  so  often 
affirmed,  that  it  will  also  be  a discouragement 
of  trade,  a stranger  in  the  gallery,  who  was  to 
hear  our  debates,  would  naturally  imagine  that 
a continuance  of,  or  a connivance  at  frauds, 
was  iu  this  country  a necessary  encouragement 
to  trade. 

As  this  bill  appears  to  me  to  be  attended 
with  certain  advantages  to  the  tobacco  trade, 
and  ns  I should  be  glad  to  be  set  right  if  I am 
mistaken  ; I beg  leave  to  ask  a few  questions 
of  those  who  are  conversant  in  trade  : Whe- 
ther high  duties  on  goods  impoUcd  nre  not  a 
great  weight  on  every  branch  o"rade  so  load- 
ed ; as  it  not  only  obliges  the  merchant  to  keep 
a double  stock  in  ready  money,  but  of  course 
coniines  that  trade  to  a very  narrow  circle  of 
■dealers,  and  surely  it  never  can  be  the  interest 
of  a trading  nation  to  encourage  monopolies  ? 
Then  I must  ask,  whether,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  the  tobacco  trade  has  not  this  hardship 
attending  it  ? If  it  be  so,  I would  ask,  whe- 
ther this  clog  is  not  entirely  removed  by  this 
scheme?  110  duty  heing  to  be  paid  at  importa- 
tion, nor  any  money  demanded  till  the  factor 
lias  made  his  bargain  with  the  retailer,  who  is 
to  pay  the  whole  duty  ? 

Is  it  not  another  ullowcd  maxim  in  trade,  that 
one  of  the  greatest  temptations  10  frauds,  aro 
large  drawbacks  on  goods  exported,  nay  the 
very  parent  of  frauds  in  this'  commodity,  ? If 
this  be  u fact,  is  nut  this  motive  to  frautfs  en- 
tirely removed,  there  being  by  this  scheme  no 
temptation  whatever  to  frauds  on  this  head  ? 
for  by  this  scheme  as  now  amended,  there  is  no 
part  of  the  duty  to  be  paid  at  importation, 
there  is  not  a farthing  of  the  duty  ever  to  be 
paid  for  the  tobacco  which  shall  hereafter  be 
re-expprted ; so  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  spoke  first,  and  who  always  spenks  so 
well  and  with  so  much  weight  in  this  House, 
has  in  this  particular  entirely  mistaken  the 
scheme  now  before  us. 

_ Has  not  the  method  of  bonding  the  duties, 
till  very  lately  at  least,  been  universally  al- 
lowed to  beaffteu-fai^to'-bofr  the1  'planters 


1 and  factors,  and  as  often  detrimental  10  the 
public  ? Is  not  this  hardship  quite  obviated  by 
this  scheme  ? Is  not  bonding  entirely  out  of  the 
present  question? 

Were  not  the  chnrgcs  in  the  bills  of  sale  from 
the  factor  to  his  planter  a very  great  hardship 
on  the  latter?  According  to  all  those  I have 
seen,  they  never  amounted  to  less  than  25  ptr 
cent,  and  oftner  to  much  more,  on  the  whole 
neat  produce  returned  to  the  planter  for  his 
tobacco.  1 do  not  mean  to  accuse  the  factor  of 
taking  an  extravagant  or  unjust  gain  on  this 
head : but  what  1 think  we  nre  now  contending 
to  remove,  is  the  pretence  for  and  the  founda- 
tion of  these  charges,  which  have  been  so 
greatly  detrimental  to  that  trade,  and  so  great  a 
hardship  on  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  planters 
who  now  send  you  a merchandise  that  proves 
to  this  nation,  by  the  great  quantities  re-eX- 
ported  to  foreign  markets,  a very  beneficial 
branch  of  your  commerce;  and  if  . something 
he  not  now  done  in  their  behalf,  I am  told 
from  very  good  hands,  we  shall  run  the  risque 
of  losing  this  staple  of  tobacco : then  it  will  be 
too  late  to  consider  what  methods  are  best  for 
collecting  the  duties  on  it;  and  therefore,  were 
there  no  other  motive  for  tliis  bill,  this  conside- 
ration alone  would  weigh  greatly  with  me,  to 
make  a trial,  at  least,  of  the  method  now  pro- 
posed for  giving  relief  to  so  considerable  a 
part  of  our  American  colonies. 

Now  I am  up,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  remind 
gentlemen,  that,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
neat  money,  at  least,  is  paid  on  eacb  pound 
of  tobacco,  immediately  on  importation,  though 
the  importer  takes  the  advantage  of  all  the  dis- 
counts on  prompt  payment,  otherwise  the  duty 
comes  higher : but  by  this  scheme,  (he  whole 
duty  will  be  at  the  highest  hut  4J1/.  per  pound 
weight,  and  will  not  he  demanded  til!  the 
tobacco  is  takeo  out  of  the  warehouse  for 
home-consumption,  and  therefore  may  some- 
times not  be  paid  till  eighteen  mouths  or  two 
years  after  the  landing  of  the  tobacco : let 
therefore  who  will  advance  the  money,  this 
farther  credit  given  by  the  public,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duty,  must  be  a certain  benefit  to 
this  trade ; and  thus,  by  postponing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  till  so  much  nearer  the  time 
of  consumption,  the  dealers  in  tobacco  will  be 
enabled,  and  ought  to  afford  it  to  the  consumer 
on  more  reasonable  terms. 

If  then  this  scheme  he  found  to  he  no  real 
detriment  to  the  fair  merchant,  and  a certain 
benefit  tq  the  planters,  I bc-lievc  in  another 
particular  it  will  be  a demonstrable  advantage 
to  the  public,  I mean  an  improvement  of  the 
revenue:  but  what  appears  to  me  pretty  ex- 
traordinary is,  to  licnr  that  improvement  urged 
as  one  of  the  chief  objections  ngiiiust  the  whole 
scheme,  because  the  civil-list  revenue  will  also 
of  course  receive  some  increase.  Give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  whatever  appearance  of 
weight  there  might  have  been  in  this  objection 
before  the  scheme  was  known,  yet  now  when 
it  comes  to  be  considered,  that  the  crown  in 
rt-iuragithes,  kip  to.  thieipubiic'  al]' forfeitures  and 
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seizures,  this  objection  can  be  of  little  weight : 
but  surely  this  could  never  have  been  thought 
a sulficieut  objection  for  the  legislature  to  re- 
fuse a remedy  against  the  known  frauds,  prac- 
tised in  the  collection  of  die  public  revenues, 
on  account  of  its  preventing  those  practised 
against  the  crown ; especially,  when  even  tliis 
improvement  of  the  King's  income  is  no  more 
than  what  was,  in  effect,  granted  by  the  Par- 
liament, when  they  appropriated  the  produce 
of  those  duties  to  his  Majesty  for  life. 

But  since  it  isssdd,  that  this  alteration  in  the 
method  of  collecting  the  duty  on  tobacco  will 
be  such  an  augmentation  to  the  revenue, 
though  no  new  tax  be  laid  on,  nor  an  addition 
ninrie  to  anyone  now  in  being,  it  may  be  asked, 
from  whence  this  augmentation  will  arise?  To 
this  the  bare  enumeration  of  the  several  frauds 
at  present  practised  in  the  collection  of  this 
duty,  would  be  a sufficient  answer;  especially, 
if  we  consider  the  large  sum,  which  the  frauds 
that  have  actually  been  discovered  yearly 
amount  to,  and  that  it  cannot  he  supposed, 
tliut  one  fifth  part  of  the  frauds,  which  have 
really  been  committed,  have  ever  cornu  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  public,  or  of  those  intrusted 
with  the  collecting  jjf  this  duty:  but  as  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  opened  the  debate 
in  the  committee,  has  so  fully  and  so  de- 
monstrably shewn  the  particulars  of  these  un- 
lawful transactions ; and  as  there  are  in  this 
House  so  many  gentlemen,  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  course  of  the  public  reve- 
nues, who  can  speak  more  minutely  to  the 
nature  of  these  frauo's  than  I am  capable  of 
doing,  I shall  not  enter  into  a detail  of  them ; 
hut  only  take  notice,  that  there  have  been 
some  instances,  where  a tripplo  fraud  hns  been 
committed  in  die  disposal  of  the  same  indivi- 
dual parcel  of  tobacco ; he,  indeed,  w bo  prac- 
tises this  method,  must  be  very  adroit  in  the 
business  of  smuggling,  but  it  is  certain  it  has 
been  practised : rite  unfair  trader  bus  contrived 
to  receive  the  full  duty  twice  from  the  public, 
without  having  ever  paid  it  ouce  to  the  public; 
lie  has  received  from  the  government  the 
drawbacks  upou  a quantity  of  tobacco,  which 
found  means  to  import  without  paying  any 
duty ; nnd  by  again  running  the  same  tobacco 
from  Holland  in  small  parcels,  he  lias  a second 
time  received  the  drawbacks  from  the  con- 
sumers, by  selling  it  to  them  as  if  the  duties 
had  been  honestly  paid ; and  the  difficulty  to 
prevent  this  kind  of  frauds,  aa  there  is  but  one 
check  in  the  customs,  is  almost  insurmountable ; 
since,  ia  some  cases,  the  unfair  dealer  in  to- 
bacco may  very  well  afford  to  give  such  hribes 
to  the  custom-house  officer,  as  will  even  more 
than  compensate  to  him  the  loss  of  his  place, 
if  he  should  be  discovered. 

So  that  in  this  light,  the  parties  in  this  con- 
test are,  the  public,  tlie  planter,  and  the  fair 
trader  oa  one  side ; and  the  unfair  dealer  only 
on  the  other.  It  is  a duty  the  nation  pays ; 
■the  planter  and  fair  trader  feel  the  incoureoi- 
cace  of  it,  but  the  benefit  is  intercepted  by  the 
fraudulent  dealer  3. i sodja cthitt i visit  yaw- landed 
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consumers  of  tobacco  have  doubly  paid  tbo 
duty ; they  have  paid  it  once  by  buying"  the 
tobacco  at  on  advanced  price,  as  if  the  duty 
had  been  paid  by  the  seller ; and  again  by  a 
future  call  upon  them  by  tbe  legislature,  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  the 
frauds  of  the  sellers ; so  that  by  this  method  of 
taxation,  a duty  has  been  laid  on  one  subject, 
which  another  has  by  artifice  not  only  prevented 
coming  into  the  public  purse,  but  has  con- 
verted towards  the  supporting  or  enriching  of 
himself. 

But  there  is  another  reason,  which  will  have 
the  greatest  weight  with  me,  for  coming  into 
this  proposition,  and  that  is,  because  I think, 
that  in  its  consequences,  the  landholders  of 
Great  Britain  will  find  a considerable  relief. 
As  long  as  I can  remember,  I have  always 
heard  the  land  tux  complained  of,  as  one  of 
the  most  unequal  and  most  grievous  of  our 
taxes ; unequal,  as  it  is  only  paid  by  a pnrt  of 
those  who  possess  property  in  Great  Britain, 
nnd  so  great  a disproportion  is  there  in  this  par- 
ticular, that  ns  our  property  is  now  divided, 
I believe  one  may  say.  the  money  arising  by  this 
tax,  is  paid  ouly  by  five  out  of  six  of  those  who 
possess  the  riches  of  this  nnlion ; and  it  has 
hitherto  beeu  the  more  grievous,  us  there  was 
no  prospect  that  any  one  of  this  generation, 
would  have  been  relieved  from  the  burthen  of 
it.  From  land  alone  til  millions  and  a half 
have  been  raised  since  the  Revolution,  and  an 
estate  of  1,00 Ol.  a year  fully  cessed  since  that 
time,  has  paid  G,4S0t.  which  sum  amounts  to 
near  one  sixth  pint  of  the  whole  produce  of 
such  an  estate  in  that  time;  so  that  by  taking 
it  at  an  average,  the  landholders  of  these  es- 
tates thus  cessed,  have  paid  very  near  a sixth 
part  of  the  gross  produce  of  their  estates  for 
iouity-four  years  successively,  which  bears  no 
manner  of  proportion  to  what  has  been  paid 
I by  any  other  set  of  men,  towards  defraying  the 
charges  of  the  government  since  that  lime. 
This  has  always  been  most  justly  reputed  a 
grievance  upou  tbe  landholders,  yet  now  when 
a scheme  is  offered,  which  ns  it  appeals  to  me, 
would  Le  a certain  relief  to  the  landed  interest, 
a new  language,  a new  opinion  has  started  up, 
nnd  prevails  at  least  without  doors,  that  the 
lands  of  Great  Britain  should  still  continue  to 
carry  that  burthen,  which,  till  very  lately,  all 
mankind  were  unanimous,  they  ought  to  be  re- 
lieved from. 

If  some  gentlemen  may  tliink  there  can  be 
any  material  weight  thrown  into  the  scale  of 
the  crown,  by  the  addition  of  a few  excise-offi- 
cers, let  them  on  the  other  side  reflect  on  the 
relief  given  by  this  Scheme  to  the  landholders 
of  Great  Britain,  who  always  have  been,  and 
ever  must  be,  in  time  of  trial  and  necessity,  the 
real  and  solid  support  of  the  liberties  of  the  na- 

Aud  as  the  landed  interest  must  be  allowed 
to  be  our  principal  strength,  all  attempts^  to 
invade  our  liberties  must  prove  unsuccessful^ 
while  the'geutlemcn  of  landed  estates  shall  coo- 
uusrttesaiatir,  feaff.u«hi»  5-iiikiiurt  foroe  to  op- 
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pose  any  arbitrary  designs : any  tiling  there- 
fore, that  tends  to  put  them  upon  a better  foot- 
ing, and  to  increase  their  substance,  strengthens 
our  constitution  in  the  most  essential  part; 
for  this  reason,  when  the  ease  that  will  be  given 
to  landholders  is  in  this  view  impartially  consi- 
dered, the  addition  of  n few  excisemen,  with 
salaries  of  40  or  SOI.  a year  each,  will  not  have 
that  weight  in  this  day's  debate,  which  at  first 
sight  it  might  seein  to  carry  with  it. 

Sir,  1 have  mentioned  the  advantages  which, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  will  naturally  arise  to  the 
public  revenue,  to  the  fair  trader,  to  the  indus- 
trious planter,  and  to  the  landholder  by  this 
Scheme ; and  I think  there  is  auother  benefit 
attending  it,  which  gentlemen  do  not  seem  to 
give  sufficient  attention  to,  I mean  the  re- 
formation that  will  be  made  on  this  occasion 
in  the  laws  of  excise ; for  though  the  extention 
of  them,  as  they  now  stand  might  have  been 
thought  by  some  a strong  objection  to  this 
Scheme,  however  beneficial  in  other  respects  it 
might  prove  to  the  public,  yet  I think  the 
weight  of  this  objection  is  greatly  removed, 
when  we  consider  that  the  alteration  now  pro- 
posed will  take  away  many  of  those  powers, 
which might  in  time  to  come  have  been  abused 
to  the  oppression  of  the  subject.  One  of  the 
most  material  objections  I ever  heard  started 
was,  the  want  of  a proper  appeal  from  the  de- 
termination of  the  commissioners  of  Excise; 
but  this  1 think  is  entirely  obviated  by  the  al- 
lowing of  an  appeal  from  those  gentlemen  to 
three  judges  chosen  from  the  different  courts 
in  Westminster-hall;  or  from  the  justices  of 
peace  to  the  judges  of  assize  in  their  respective 
circuits  ; who  are  to  determine  in  a summary 
way,  without  either  delay  or  any  considerable 
expence  to  the  parties  concerned.  Now 
whatever  influence  the  nomination  of  these 
officers  by  the  crown  might  have  on  their  ac- 
tions, or  however  regardless  their  power,  being 
uncontroulable,  might  make  them  in  their  de- 
terminations, this  check  must  prevent  the  exe- 
cution of  their  intentions,  were  they  inclined  to 
abuse  their  power  in  favour  of  the  crown  ; it 
will  certainly  make  them  more  cautious  in  giv- 
ing judgment,  when  they  shall  know,  when  they 
shall  reflect,  that  their  judgments  ate  liable  to 
be  canvassed  in  a superior  court,  where  no 
favour,  where  no  interest  can  screen  an  ill  ac- 
tion : the  judges  to  whom  the  appeal  must  be 
made,  hare  their  offices  for  life,  and  therefore 
cannot  reasonably  be  supposed  to  be  biassed, 
so  ns  to  countenance  any  unlawful  steps  of  the 
commissioners,  let  them  be  the  favourites  of 
any  minister  whatever,  or  let  the  party  op- 
pressed, let  the  party  complaining,  be  never  so 
obnoxious  to  an  administration. 

There  is  also  another  benefit  that  will  attend 
the  success  of  this  Scheme,  which  is  the  repeal 
of  an  act  made  in  the  11th  year  of  the  late 
king,  w hi di  obliges  people  to  accuse  them- 
selves : As  this  is  certainly  a very  great  griev- 
ance, the  repeal  must  be  a very  agreeable  re- 
lief to  those  who  are  subject  to  it.  I hope 
therefore,  ( 


blanks  in  the  Bill  come  to  be  filled  up  in  the 
Committee,  those  gentlemen,  who  may  think 
that  there  are  any  unnecessary  clauses  in  the  laws 
of  excise,  will  take  this  favourable  opportunity 
to  have  those  laws  reviewed  ; and  by  the  addi- 
tion of  proper  clauses  to  the  Bill  now  to  he 
brought  in,  to  extend  the  regulations  of  them  in 
behalf  of  the  subject,  as  far  as  may  not  leave 
the  duties  under  the  management  of  the  com- 
missioners open  to  gross  frauds. 

Upon  the  whole,  1 believe  the  benefits  pro- 
posed by  this  Scheme,  by  an  improvement  of 
the  public  revenue  in  preventing  frauds,  will  be 
a certain  relief  to  the  landed  interest;  and  the 
only  real  objection  that  ever  could  be  to  such 
a design  was  the  method  by  which  it  was  to  be 
effected  : but  that,  I think,  as  I said  before,  is 
in  a great  measure  removed,  by  the  mitigation 
of  those  methods  of  proceeding  in  excise-laws, 
which  seemed  most  to  infringe  the  liberties  of 
the  subject,  and  which  alteration  may,  nay  is 
designed  to  be  extended  to  the  other  branches 
of  the  revenue,  subject  to  the  same  laws. 

This  Scheme  therefore,  as  it  is  intended  to  be 
a review  of  the  Excise  Laws,  and  an  amend- 
ment of  the  rigour  of  those  parts  of  them  when 
less  severity  would  secure  the  duty  to  the  public, 
appears  in  this  light  as  much  in  favour  of  the 
subject  as  of  the  revenue;  and  as  such,  where 
it  comes  to  be  rightly  apprehended,  and  the  be- 
nefits attending  it  are  felt  and  dillused  through 
the  whole  nation,  I believe  it  will  soon  take  a 
more  favourable  turn  among  the  people : the  ill 
impressions  of  it  that  may  now  be  industriously 
spread  abroad,  I should  think,  would  soon  sub- 
side and  be  forgotten. 

I beg  pardon,  Sir,  for  taking  up  so  much  more 
of  your  time  than  I at  first  intended.  I now 
only  add,  that  since  upon  the  examination  of 
the  particular  merits  of  this  scheme,  the  advan- 
tages proposed  by  it  appear  to  me  to  be  cer- 
tain ; and  of  such  a nature  as  not  only  to  in- 
crease the  public  revenue,  without  any  new  tax 
on  the  subject  or  addition  to  any  one  now  in 
being ; to  advance  the  interest  of  our  trade  and 
plantations  ; aud  also  at  the  same  time  to  raise 
the  value  of  the  lands  of  Great  Britain,  I shall 
therefore  readily  give  my  assent  to  it. 

Sir  Thomas  Aston,  spoke  next  against  the 
motion  for  agreeing  with  the  Committee,  and 
took  notice,  ‘ That  it  was  his  misfortune  to 
know  too  much  of  the  influence,  that  the 
officers  of  the  customs  and  excise  had  at  elec- 
tions ; for  at  his  own  election  there  were  many 
of  the  voters  were  so  free  and  open,  as  to  come 
t to  him  and  tell  him  that  they  would  vote  for 
him  rather  than  any  other,  but  that  those  offi- 
cers had  threatened  to  ruin  (hem  if  they  did; 
aud  others  told  him,  that  they  had  promises 
either  for  themselves  or  their  sons  to  be  made 
officers  in  the  customs  or  excise  by  his  anta- 
gonist ; and  as  their  bread  depended  upon  get- 
ting those  promises  fulfilled,  which  they  could  not 

expect  if  they  did  not  vote  against  him,  there- 
fore they  hoped  he  would  excuse  them  : that 
as  he  knew  the  evil  of  this  illegal  influence  by 
expeiitindfei'  sbiiififclit!  to' IfcduW  always  be 
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against  any  measure  that  might  tend  to  increase  j 
it,  as  this  Scheme  most  evidently  would;  that  he 
hoped  he  should  always  disdain  to  owe  the  ho- 
nourof  representing  his  country  in  parliament  to  ' 
any  administration  whatever : that  he  Imped  he 
should  always  depend  upon  the  free  votes  of  his 
fellow  subjects;  and  for  that  reason  he  must 
be  against  what  he  thought  would  destroy  that 
freedom,  upon  which  only  he  was  resolved  al- 
ways to  depend. 

Then  Lord  Glenorchv  spoke  for  agreeing  with 
the  Committee;  Lord  Morpeth  against  it; 

Mr.  Clayton  for  it  Then 

Mr.  Pulleney  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir: — I must  say,  that  the  recommending  the 
care  of  the  public  revenue  to  this  House,  the  re- 
commending to  us  a scheme  which'  may,  any 
way,  tend  to  the  increasing  of  it,  are  doctrines, 
which  come  very  properly  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  spoke  last,  who  for  several 
years  has  had  the  fingering  of  the  public  money, 
as  be  himself  was  pleased  to  express  it : but  I 
hope  those  geutleraen  will  consider,  that  they 
and  their  posterity  are  not  all  to  enjoy  the  same 
posts  they  enjoy  at  present ; they  may  perhaps 
expect  that  they  themselves  are  all  in  for  life, 
but  they  cannot  imngine  that  those  posts  are  to 
go  by  way  of  inheritance  to  their  heirs ; aud 
therefore  I hope,  that  for  the  sake  at  least  of 
their  posterity,  they  will  consider  a little  the 
power  and  influence  that  this  Scheme  will  give 
to  the  crown  ; and  such  a consideration  must 
certainly  be  of  some  weight  in  the  present  de- 
bate, even  with  those  gentlemen. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  liberties  of  this  coun- 
try depend  upon  the  freedom  of  our  elections 
for  members  of  parliament;  our  parliaments, 
especially  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
parliament  assembled,  are  designed  for,  and  ge- 
nerally have  been  a check  upon  those,  who 
were  employed  in  the  executive  part  of  our  go- 
vernment : but  if  it  shall  ever  come  to  be  in 
the  power  of  the  crown,  that  is  to  say,  of  those 
employed  in  the  executive  part  of  our  govern- 
ment, to  have  such  an  influence  over  most  of 
the  elections  in  the  kingdom,  as  to  get  any  per- 
son chosen  they  please  to  recommend,  they 
will  then  always  have  a majority  of  their  own 
creatures  in  every  House  of  Commons,  and 
from  such  representatives  what  can  the  people 
expect?  Can  it  be  expected,  that  such  a House 
of  Commons  will  ever  be  any  check  upon  those 
in  power,  or  that  they  will  find  fault  with  the 
conduct  of  the  most  rapacious,  the  most  tyran- 
nical ministers  that  may  hereafter  be  employed 
by  the  crown. 

It  is  well  known,  that  every  one  of  the  pub- 
lic offices  have  already  so  many  boroughs  or 
corporations,  which  they  look  on  as  their  pro- 
perties ; there  are  some  boroughs  which  may 
be  called  treasury  boroughs ; there  are  others 
which  may  be  called  admiralty-boroughs ; in 
short,  it  may  be  said,  that  almost  the  whole 
towns  upon  the  sea  coast  are  already  seized  on, 
and  in  a maimer  taken  prisoners  by  the  officers 
•f  the  crewiiTidii!  nmr  dfeiVbeibhttoy  bsvtrscj'j 


great  an  influence,  that  none  can  be  chosen 
members  of  Parliament  but  such  as  they  are 
pleased  tu  recommend.  But  as  the  custouis 
are  confined  to  our  sea  ports,  as  they  cannot 
travel  far  from  the  coast,  therefore  tins  scheme 
seems  to  be  contrived  in  order  to  exteud  the 
laws  of  excise,  and  thereby  to  extend  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  over  all  the  inland  towns 
and  corporations  in  England. 

This  seems  plainly  to  me  to  be  the  chief  de- 
sign of  the  Scheme  now  under  our  considera- 
tion ; and  if  it  succeeds,  which  God  forbid  it 
should,  our  future  ministers  of  state  will  be  very 
much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  who  projected 
it ; the  election  of  a House  of  Commous  will  in 
all  time  to  come  be  an  easy  task ; for  whoever 
shall  be  prime  minister  under  any  of  our  future 
kings  may  sit  at  home  in  his  great  chair,  and 
issue  forth  his  orders  to  most  of  the  coun- 
ties and  boroughs  in  Great  Britain,  to  cliusa 
such  persons  for  their  representatives  in  parlia- 
ment, a3  he  shall  please  to  think  most  proper 
for  his  purpose.  Most  of  the  chief  clerks  of 
the  treasury,  and  other  great  offices,  are  already 
members  of  this  Huuse;  they  deserve  it,  they 
are  gentlemen,  and  men  of  figure  and  fortune 
in  their  country : but  if  this  Scheme  takes  place, 
we  may  in  a little  time  see  all  the  little  under- 
clerks  of  the  treasury,  and  other  offices,  mem- 
bers of  this  House  ; we  mny  see  them  trudging 
down  to  this  House  in  the  morning,  in  order  to 
give  their  votes  for  imposing  taxes  upon  their 
fellow-subjects;  and  in  the  afternoon  attend- 
ing behind  the  chair  of  a chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, a secretary  of  state,  or  other  chief 
minister:  nay,  I do  not  know  but  some  of  us 
may  live  to  see  some  vain  over-grown  minister 
of  state  driving  along  the  streets,  with  six  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  behind  his  coach. 

These  must  be  the  fatal  consequences  of  the 
scheme  now  under  our  consideration;  and 


therefore  1 most  think  that 


aat  every  tr 


i,  who  has 


regard  to  the  constitution  of  his  country,  nr  to 
the  liberties  and  properties  of  those  that  have 

Cit  their  trust  in  him,  is  in  duty  bound  to  give 
s negative  to  the  present  question. 
Gentlemen  may  indulge  themselves  in  the 
vain  conceit,  that  by  this  scheme  all  manner 
of  frauds  in  the  tobacco  trade  will  be  pre- 
vented for  the  future,  but  the  thing  is  in  its  own 
nature  impossible ; when  the  duties  are  so 
high,  where  they  amount  to  five  or  six  times 
the  prime  cost  of  the  commodity  on  which  they 
are  laid,  it  will  be  impossible  to  prevent  all 
manner  of  frauds ; and  therefore  the  increase 
of  the  public  revenue  by  this  scheme,  is  so 
far  from  being  certain,  that  it  is  altogether 
precarious ; aud  unless  the  pulbic  revenue  be 
thereby  greatly  increased,  the  landholders  can 
expect  no  relief : but  granting  that  the  benefits 
expected  by  this  scheme  were  certain ; it  is  as 
certain,  it  is  as  demonstrable,  that  our  consti- 
tution will  be  thereby  destroyed ; and  are  we 
to  make  a sacrifice  of  our  constitution,  for  (he 
poor  consideration  of  adding  4 or  500,0001.  a 
year  to  the  public  revenue  ? that  increase  may 
«b6n' 'itt^'diSVMsttWion  under 
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n0  fears  of  being  called  to  an  account  by  par- 
liament ; nnd  then  they  will  be  obliged  to  come 
upon  the  landholders  for  money,  to  unswer  the 
necessary  services  of  the  public.  There  never 
was  in  any  country  a scheme  set  up  for  intro- 
ducing arbitrary  power,  but  what  was  sup- 
ported by  some  specious  pretences : the  pre- 
venting of  mobs,  insurrections,  invasions, 
frauds,  or  the  like,  have  in  all  countries  been 
made  the  preteuces  for  introducing  arbitrary 
power : but  in  such  an  assembly  as  this,  where 
the  principles  of  liberty  so  much  prevail,  where 
there  are  so  many  gentlemen  of  good  sense  and 
netratiun,  I hope  no  such  pretence  will  ever 
of  any  weight.  To  me  it  appears  indisput- 
able, that  this  scheme  is  absolutely  inconsistent 
with  a free  election  of  members  of  parliament, 
and  of  consequence  it  must  be  inconsistent 
with  our  constitution : therefore  though  the  ad-  i 
vantages  to  be  reaped  from  it  were  much 

f renter,  and  much  more  certain  than  they  are, 
should  be  most  heartily  against  it,  and  fo» 
*hat  reason  I must  gire  my  negative  to  the 
present  question. 

After  some  few  altercations  between  sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole  nnd  Mr.  Pulteney, 

Mr.  Walter  Plumer  stood  up,  and  took  no- 
tice of  some  gentleman's  having  said,  that  no- 
body had  opposed  the  subjecting  of  coffee,  tea, 
and  chocolate,  to  the  laws  of  excise,  but  the 
gentleman  under  the  gallery  [meaning  sir  John 
Barnard]  aud  he  thereupon  added,  that  lie 
must  put  those  gentlemen  in  mind,  that  he  had 
then  the  honour  to  be  a member  of  the  House: 
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- that  he  thanked  God,  he  did  oppose  that  Eg. 

- cise  Scheme  as  well  ns  this ; and  that  be  would 
: oppose  every  such  scheme  that  should  ever  be 
r offered  to  the  House,  while  he  hnd  the. honour 

■ of  sitting  in  it : that  he  knew  how  grievous  and 
• oppressive  the  laws  of  excise  were  to  his  fellow 

■ subjects ; and  therefore  lie  could  not  answer 
, it  to  iiis  country,  if  he  did  not,  to  the  utmost  of 
i his  power,  oppose  every  scheme  offered  for  the 

r extension  of  those  vexatious  and  arbitrary  laws. 

, The  Resolutions  of  the  Committee,  relating 
j to  the  Excise  Scheme,  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  a Bill  ordered  in  accordingly.']  After 
this,  the  question  wns  put  upon  the  first  Re- 
. solution,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  249 
against  189.  Then  the  questions  were  sevc- 
’ rally  put  upon  the  second  and  third  Resolu- 
tions, which  were  agreed  to  without  any  di- 
vision ; and  the  fourth  Resolution  being  read  a 
second  time,  sir  Robert  Walpole  informed  the 
J House,  “ That  the  King  had  commanded  him 
, to  acquaint  the  House,  that  Ins  Majesty  gave 
his  consent,  that  the  House  should  do  as  they 
should  think  fit,  in  relation  to  the  said  fines, 
penalties,  forfeitures,  and  seizures.”  Hereupon 
the  question  was  put,  Hnd  this  Ia9t  Resolution 
likewise  was  agreed  to  without  any  division. 

Then  it  was  ordered,  That  a Bill  be  brought 
, in,  pursuant  to  the  said  Resolutions;  nnd  that 
sir  Charles  Turner,  sir  Robert  Walpole,  sir 
Philip  Yorfce,  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Doridingtou, 
i Mr.  Clayton,  sir  William  Yonge,  sir  George 
i Oxenden,  Mr.  Scrope,  and  Mr.  Edward  Wal- 
pole do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
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